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    Tracing the contours of a disciplined Jewish brotherhood through scattered testimonies of antiquity, Christian D. Ginsburg’s The Essenes explores how a community’s quest for purity, order, and meaning can be responsibly reconstructed from limited evidence, drawing readers into the abiding tensions between withdrawal and engagement, tradition and adaptation, conviction and critique, and the historian’s duty to sift what is persuasive from what remains provisional when the sources are fragmentary, partisan, and distant yet enduringly suggestive for understanding the religious imagination of the Second Temple period and the craft of writing sober, self-aware religious history.

This work is a nonfiction study in the history of religion, composed by Christian D. Ginsburg, a nineteenth-century scholar of the Hebrew Bible and related literature. First appearing in the nineteenth century, it emerged amid a wave of Victorian-era interest in Jewish sects and the social worlds of ancient Judaism. Its genre is scholarly and descriptive rather than narrative, and its subject is the Essenes—a group known from antiquity for communal discipline and distinctive practices. Readers encounter a careful, source-based inquiry that situates the sect within the wider milieu of Second Temple Judaism without relying on later discoveries or modern reconstructions.

The book’s premise is straightforward: assemble what can be known about the Essenes from accessible ancient testimonies and present a clear, critical synthesis. Ginsburg writes in a measured, analytical voice, attentive to definitions, classifications, and the limits of what the evidence can bear. The style is orderly and philological, favoring careful distinctions over sweeping claims. The mood is investigative rather than polemical, offering an experience closer to a seminar in historical method than a dramatic story. Readers should expect sustained exposition, cross-references among reports, and a steady effort to separate plausible inference from what cannot securely be affirmed.

Among the themes that emerge are communal solidarity, moral rigor, and the shaping power of shared discipline. The study examines how group identity can be forged through rules, routines, and ideals, and how such identity differentiates a community from its surrounding culture. It considers the interplay of ethics and practice, the management of authority and instruction, and the role of ascetic restraint in sustaining a way of life. Ginsburg presents the Essenes as a case study in how religious communities negotiate the boundaries between inward formation and outward witness, attention to purity and responsibility to the broader world.

Methodologically, the work underscores the necessity of weighing testimonies, clarifying terminology, and acknowledging contradictions without forcing premature harmonies. Ginsburg canvasses what is reported, notes convergences and tensions, and resists conclusions that outstrip the data. He places the sect within the spectrum of ancient Jewish groups by comparison and contrast, asking what can be said about organization, customs, and convictions, and where silence is the more honest course. In doing so, the book models a disciplined way of reading sources—one that prizes coherence yet remains alert to the thinness and partiality of the surviving record.

Published long before the twentieth-century discoveries that transformed the study of ancient Judaism, this account offers a valuable snapshot of nineteenth-century historical criticism at work. Its relevance today lies not only in the portrait it draws but also in its methodological modesty: it shows how to build a sturdy synthesis without claiming more than the evidence permits. Readers interested in how scholarship evolves will find here a baseline against which later debates can be measured, as well as an invitation to reflect on how communities are understood when we meet them chiefly through the lenses of others.

Modern readers—students of religion, historians of Judaism, and general audiences curious about formative movements—will find in The Essenes a lucid, carefully argued introduction to a much-discussed sect. Ginsburg’s formal, deliberate prose rewards patience, and his conscientious restraint keeps attention fixed on what can be reasonably known. The book’s enduring contribution is a clear framework for thinking about communal ideals, the uses and limits of historical evidence, and the ethical stakes of reconstructing the past. It is an invitation to study with care, to value precision over conjecture, and to let disciplined inquiry illuminate a complex and fascinating subject.
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    Christian D. Ginsburg’s The Essenes surveys the history, doctrines, and literature of the Jewish sect known from antiquity as the Essenes. Beginning with the testimonies of Josephus, Philo of Alexandria, and Pliny the Elder, Ginsburg collates their descriptions, notes discrepancies, and builds a composite portrait grounded in textual evidence. He outlines his aim to distinguish reliable data from conjecture, to trace the community’s development, and to define its characteristic beliefs and practices. The book proceeds systematically, moving from sources and setting to organization, daily life, theology, ethics, relations to other sects, probable writings, and historical legacy, maintaining a cautious, document-based stance throughout.

Ginsburg situates the Essenes within the ferment of Second Temple Judaism, presenting them as heirs of the Hasideans who reacted against Hellenizing pressures and internal religious disputes. He recounts ancient estimates of their numbers and their geographical distribution, with Pliny placing a principal settlement near the Dead Sea and other witnesses noting members in towns and villages. The narrative chronicles their rise during the late Hasmonean period, their persistence through Roman rule, and their distinctive separatism. Ginsburg emphasizes the sect’s preference for withdrawal and strict discipline as a response to perceived impurity and compromise in public religious life and political institutions.

Turning to organization, Ginsburg describes a federated brotherhood bound by communal property, strict grades of membership, and a solemn initiation. Candidates passed through a probationary year, followed by an extended trial, before taking an oath that governed conduct, secrecy, and loyalty. Elders and priests presided over instruction and ritual, while councils enforced discipline. He records Josephus’s notice of subdivisions, including a celibate majority and a branch that permitted marriage under stringent rules. Characteristic emblems and provisions, such as white garments, a leather apron, and a small digging tool, figure in the account of daily readiness, purity regulations, and community self-sufficiency.

The book details the rhythm of Essene life: dawn prayers before engaging in labor, ritual washings, and regulated communal meals administered with priestly oversight. Work was organized by skill, and silence, modesty, and order pervaded common tasks. Ginsburg notes their avoidance of luxury, disuse of oil, and careful hygiene, including rules for modesty in natural functions. The Sabbath received exceptionally strict observance, with travel and burdens curtailed. Hospitality was extended to members across settlements. He highlights the system of penalties, particularly excommunication, which could be severe because of communal dependence, yet was tempered by provisions for readmission upon sincere reform and the community’s duty of care.

On doctrine, Ginsburg assembles statements about providence, fate, and human responsibility, presenting the Essenes as emphasizing divine governance while upholding moral accountability. He records their belief in the immortality of the soul and postmortem recompense, contrasting this with other Jewish interpretations of resurrection. The sect revered the divine name, honored angels, and cultivated prophecy and scriptural study. Their purity laws were exacting, and they were cautious toward the Temple sacrifices of their day, preferring offerings and piety untainted by perceived defilement. Ginsburg also notes their reluctance to swear oaths, except the foundational vow at initiation that sealed communal obligations.

Ethically, the Essenes are portrayed as devoted to truthfulness, justice, and beneficence, with property held in common and personal wealth surrendered at entry. They repudiated slavery, controlled anger, and practiced nonviolence, yet served the public good where permitted by conscience. The community cared for the sick and elderly, and discipline aimed at moral reform as much as exclusion. Regarding marriage, Ginsburg distinguishes between the predominant celibate practice and a minority view that sought procreation under strict safeguards. Moderation in food and dress, humility in bearing, and constant self-scrutiny formed the moral backbone of a rule designed to cultivate purity of heart and communal harmony.

Ginsburg compares the Essenes with the Pharisees and Sadducees, delineating differences in fate and free will, views of the afterlife, ritual strictness, and attitudes toward the Temple. He underscores Essene separatism and the distinctive structures of their common life. Noting ancient parallels proposed by Philo and later writers, he weighs resemblances to Pythagorean discipline and other philosophical schools without collapsing the Essenes into non-Jewish movements. He also considers the Therapeutae of Egypt, assessing whether they represent a cognate or separate phenomenon. The analysis highlights convergences and divergences while preserving the Essenes’ identity as a rigorously Jewish, law-observant fraternity.

On literature, Ginsburg surveys writings plausibly associated with Essene circles, such as apocalyptic and sapiential works that emphasize angelic mediation, cosmic order, and moral rigor. He assembles internal indications and ancient reports to discuss possible links with compositions like Enochic texts, jubilees traditions, and ethical testaments, while acknowledging the limits of attribution. Hymnic and liturgical pieces, community rules, and instructional materials are inferred from reported practices and doctrinal emphases. Throughout, Ginsburg applies philological caution, distinguishing secure citations from conjectural connections, and framing Essene literary activity as an extension of their scriptural piety, ascetic ideals, and communal pedagogy.

The study concludes by tracing the sect’s decline under the strains of the first century, including war and social disruption, and by considering its afterlife in memory and influence. Ginsburg notes points of contact with early Christian ethics and monastic patterns, yet stops short of claiming direct derivation, emphasizing instead shared ascetic and communal tendencies. He reaffirms the Essenes’ central features: disciplined brotherhood, rigorous purity, communal economy, and hope in divine justice. The book’s overarching message is a careful reconstruction from classical sources, presenting the Essenes as a distinctive Jewish path of piety whose organization and ideals left a durable impression on religious thought.
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    Christian D. Ginsburg’s The Essenes (1864) investigates a Jewish sect flourishing in Judaea from the second century BCE to the first century CE, primarily in the Judean Desert and along the western shore of the Dead Sea. Drawing on Josephus, Philo of Alexandria, and Pliny the Elder, the book situates the Essenes within late Second Temple Judaism, amid Hellenistic and Roman pressures. The geographical frame includes Jerusalem, the Hasmonean heartlands, and desert settlements “above Engedi,” as described by Pliny. The temporal frame spans the Maccabean revolt, Hasmonean consolidation, Roman annexation, Herodian kingship, and the First Jewish–Roman War, providing the political canvas against which Essene communal, ascetic, and legal practices are analyzed.

The Maccabean Revolt (167–160 BCE) against Antiochus IV Epiphanes, following the desecration of the Jerusalem Temple in 167 BCE, inaugurated the Hasmonean dynasty and reshaped Judean society. The Temple’s rededication in 164 BCE and subsequent rule of Jonathan (from 152 BCE), Simon (142–134 BCE), and John Hyrcanus I (134–104 BCE) created religious tensions as priestly power merged with kingship. Under Alexander Jannaeus (103–76 BCE), civil strife with the Pharisees intensified. Ginsburg places the Essenes’ emergence in this crucible, linking them—via Josephus and 1 Maccabees—to the Hasideans (Hasidim) who resisted Hellenization. The book treats Essene withdrawal, strict purity, and communal discipline as responses to politicized priesthood and contested Temple authority.

Rome’s intervention under Pompey in 63 BCE brought Judaea into the Roman sphere, later formalized as a client kingdom under Herod the Great (r. 37–4 BCE). Herod’s building programs, including the Temple’s expansion, coexisted with surveillance, taxation, and elite reconfiguration. Josephus (Antiquities 15.371–379) reports that the Essene Menahem prophesied Herod’s rise, after which Herod favored the sect and exempted them from certain oaths. Ginsburg uses this episode to illustrate Essene political quietism and guarded engagement with power. He argues that Roman order and Herodian centralization deepened sectarian boundaries, crystallizing Essene communalism and asceticism as a counter-society within an imperial and courtly milieu.

As a social movement, the Essenes practiced communal property, stringent ritual purity, disciplined meals, and Sabbath rigor, with initiation spanning probationary periods before full membership. Josephus estimates their number at about 4,000 (Antiquities 18.20). Philo emphasizes their pacifism and disdain for oaths; Pliny places a principal settlement near the Dead Sea, “above Engedi.” Ginsburg synthesizes these testimonies to reconstruct daily life—white garments, regulated labor, ritual baths, and moral codes. He also notes the reputed celibate wing and a married branch, interpreting such diversity as adaptive strategies. By mapping these practices onto precise locales, the book anchors Essene ideals in the ecology of the Judean desert.

The First Jewish–Roman War (66–73 CE), catalyzed by fiscal exactions, sacrilege disputes, and factionalism, devastated Judaea. Vespasian’s campaign (from 67 CE) and Titus’s siege culminated in Jerusalem’s fall and the Temple’s destruction in 70 CE; Masada fell in 73 CE. Josephus recounts Essene steadfastness under torture, suggesting their communities suffered grievously or dispersed. Ginsburg treats 70 CE as a watershed that ended the Essenes as a visible sect while diffusing elements of their ethos into post-Temple spirituality. He connects the collapse of priestly institutions with the eclipse of separatist groups, using the war’s chronology and topography to explain why desert communalism could not withstand imperial retribution and urban ruin.

The book explores first-century currents that intersect with early Christianity: John the Baptist’s desert asceticism under Pontius Pilate’s procuratorship (26–36 CE), baptismal symbolism in the Jordan region, and communal sharing in Acts 2:44–45. Ginsburg, however, distinguishes Essene legal rigor and oath-avoidance from Christian teaching, noting convergences in ethics yet differences in sacramental and messianic outlook. He situates Jesus (c. 4 BCE–30 CE) and John within the same political theater—Herodian successors, Roman prefects, and Temple authorities—while resisting simplistic identifications. The analysis frames Essene practices as part of a broader Judean search for holiness under occupation, a backdrop against which Christian origins can be historically contextualized.

Nineteenth-century Britain shaped Ginsburg’s approach. A Polish-born Jew who converted in 1846 and settled in England by 1849, he published The Essenes in London in 1864 amid expanding historical-biblical criticism and Oriental studies. The Jewish Relief Act (1858) signaled new civic inclusion, while the Palestine Exploration Fund (founded 1865) and post–Crimean War (1853–56) interest in the Levant fueled empirical inquiry. Ginsburg’s philological training and engagement with the British and Foreign Bible Society’s circles aligned with this milieu. The book mirrors Victorian efforts to reconstruct antiquity from classical sources, before archaeology in Judaea matured, and addresses debates on the Jewish roots of Christianity and the nature of religious communities.

By highlighting Essene communal property, anti-oath ethics, purity legislation, and disengagement from political violence, the book critiques the entanglement of religion with power and wealth in both Second Temple society and the author’s own era. It exposes class divides between priestly aristocracies and pietist lay groups, and it interrogates imperial governance that provoked revolt and repression. In Victorian terms, Ginsburg’s portrait of disciplined equality and charity interrogates property-based hierarchies and confessional polemics. The Essenes’ principled pacifism and internal justice serve as a measuring rod for social order, inviting readers to reassess state coercion, clerical privilege, and the ethical responsibilities of religious communities under political pressure.
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It is very surprising that the Essenes[1], whose exemplary Virtues elicited the unbounded
admiration of even the Greeks and Romans, and whose doctrines and practices contributed
so materially to the spread of Christianity, should be so little known among intelligent
Christians. The current information upon this remarkable sect or order of Judaism,
to be found in ecclesiastical histories and Cyclopædias, is derived from the short
notices of Philo, Pliny, Josephus, Solinus, Porphyry, Eusebius, and Epiphanius[2]. These
seven witnesses—of whom the first and third are Jewish philosophers, the second, fourth
and fifth heathen writers, and the last two Christian church historians—are all who,
till within a very recent period, have been subpœnaed before the tribunal of public
opinion, to give evidence as to the character of these very much misunderstood and
neglected Essenes.


Not only is this combined testimony insufficient, but it is too much tainted with
the peculiar dogmas of the respective witnesses, to furnish the general reader with
an unbiassed notion of the character and doctrines of this ancient sect. Philo and
Josephus, writing in Greek and in apology for their Jewish brethren, were too anxious
to represent to the Greeks and Romans every phase and sect of Judaism, as corresponding
to the different systems of Greek and Roman philosophy; Pliny, Solinus, and Porphyry,
again, betray too great an ignorance of the inward workings of the Jewish religion,
and too much prejudice against the Jews; whilst Epiphanius draws upon his imagination,
and Eusebius simply copies the account of Philo, with the well-known patristic pen.
Nor can the [6]modern descriptions of the Essenes, as given in the histories of the church and in
the popular Cyclopædias, be always relied upon when they profess to give the results
of the aforementioned garbled scraps of ancient information; since the writers are
either too much afraid of, or too much pleased with, the marked resemblance between
some of the doctrines and practices of Christianity and Essenism. Hence those who
style themselves the true evangelical Christians are very anxious to destroy every
appearance of affinity between Essenism and Christianity, lest it should be said that
the one gave rise to the other; whilst those who are termed Rationalists multiply
and magnify every feature of resemblance, in order to show that Christianity is nothing
but a development of Essenism—so that the poor Essenes are crucified between the two.


The design of this essay is to give an impartial statement of the doctrines and practices
of the Essenes; to show their rise and progress, their relationship both to Judaism
and Christianity, their numbers and localities, to trace the most probable signification
of their name, &c., &c. To do this, I not only appeal to the seven stereotyped witnesses,
but to the information upon this subject scattered throughout the Midrashim and the
Talmud. But not to incur the charge of partiality, as well as to enable you to test
my conclusions, I have collected all that the ancients have written upon this subject,
and append to this paper the whole account which Philo, Pliny, Josephus, Solinus,
Porphyry, Eusebius, and Epiphanius give of the Essenes.


The cardinal doctrines and practices of this sect are as follows:—They regarded the
inspired Law of God with the utmost veneration. In fact, their adhesion to it was
such that they were led thereby to pay the greatest homage to Moses, the lawgiver,
and to visit with capital punishment any one of the brotherhood who blasphemed his
name. The [7]highest aim of their life was to become the temples of the Holy Ghost, when they could
prophesy, perform miraculous cures, and, like Elias, be the forerunners of the Messiah.
This they regarded as the last stage of perfection, which could only be reached by
gradual growth in holiness, brought about through strictly observing the commandments
and the Levitical laws of purity contained in the Pentateuch, mortifying the flesh
and the lusts thereof, and being meek and lowly in spirit, inasmuch as this would
bring them into closer communion with him who is the Holy One of Israel. This earnest
desire to avoid everything which involved profanity in the slightest degree and which
might interpose between them and the Deity, made them abstain from using oaths, because
they regarded the invocation, in swearing, of heaven or the heavenly throne, or anything
which represents God’s glory, as a desecration. Their communication was yea, yea;
nay, nay; whatsoever was more than these came of evil.


Their increased strictness in enforcing the observance of the rigid Mosaic Jaws of
Levitical purity, which were afterwards amplified and rendered still more rigid by
traditional explanations,1 ultimately compelled the Essenes to withdraw [8]themselves altogether from the society of their Jewish brethren, to form a separate
community, and to live apart from the world, since contact with any one who did not
practice these laws, or with anything belonging to such an one, rendered them impure.
This fear of coming in contact with that which is impure, as well as the desire not
to be hindered in their spiritual communion with their Creator, also made the Essenes
abstain from marriage; inasmuch as women, according to the law, are subject to perpetual
pollutions in menstruum and child-birth (compare Lev. xii, 1–8 ; xv, 19–31 ), and as going to one’s wife, even under ordinary circumstances, is regarded as defiling
(vide infra, p. 39, note 19). There were, however, some weak brethren who could not be like the angels in
heaven, neither marrying nor being given in marriage; these were allowed to take wives,
but they could never advance to the highest orders of the brotherhood, and had, moreover,
to observe laws specially enacted for married brethren and sisters.


Here, in their separation from the Jewish nation, whatever any one of them possessed
was deposited in the general treasury, from which the wants of the whole community
alike were supplied by stewards appointed by the whole brotherhood; so that they had
all things in common. There were no distinctions amongst them, such as rich and poor,
masters and servants; they called no one master upon earth, but all ministered to
the wants of one another. They lived peaceably with all men, reprobated slavery and
war, and would not even manufacture any martial instruments whatever, however great
the temptation or the fear might be. They were governed by a president, who was elected
by the whole body, and who also acted as the judge of the community. Trials were conducted
by juries, composed, not as our juries are, of twelve persons, but of the majority
of the community, or of at least a hundred members, who had to be unanimous in their
verdict. [9]The brother who was found guilty of walking disorderly was excommunicated, yet was
he not regarded as an enemy, but was admonished as a brother, and received back after
due repentance.


As it was contrary to the laws of Levitical purity to buy anything from one who did
not practice those laws, the Essenes had to raise the supplies of all their wants
among themselves. In this they experienced no difficulty, as their food and raiment
were most simple and very self-denying, and as each one of the community willingly
took his share of work in the department in which he most excelled. Some were engaged
in tilling the ground, some in tending flocks and rearing bees, some in preparing
food, some in making the articles of dress, some in healing the sick, and some in
instructing the young; whilst all of them devoted certain hours to studying the mysteries
of nature and revelation and of the celestial hierarchy. They always got up before
the sun rose, and never talked about any worldly matters till they had all assembled
together and, with their faces turned towards the sun, offered up their national hymn
of praise (‏המאיר לארץ‎) for the renewal of the light of the day. This done, every one betook himself to
his work, according to the directions of the overseers, and remained at it till the
fifth hour (or eleven o’clock, a.m.), when the labour of the forenoon regularly terminated.
All of them again assembled together, had a baptism in cold water, put on their white
garments, the symbol of purity, and then made their way to the refectory, which they
entered with as much solemnity as if it were the temple. The meal was a common one;
and each member took his seat according to the order of age. Those of the brethren
who were the bakers and cooks then placed before each one a little loaf of bread and
a dish of the most simple food, consisting chiefly of vegetables as they ate very
little animal flesh, and the repast commenced after the priest had invoked God’s [10]blessing upon it. A mysterious silence was observed during the meal, which had the
character of a sacrament, and may have been designed as a substitute for the sacrifices
which they refused to offer in the temple. The priest concluded it by offering thanks
to the Bountiful Supplier of all our wants, which was the signal of dismissal. Hereupon
all withdrew, put off their white and sacred garments, and dressed themselves in their
working clothes, resumed their several employments which they had to do according
to the directions of the overseers till the evening, when they assembled again to
partake of a common meal. But though every thing was done under the directions of
the overseers, and the Essenes had even to receive their presents through the stewards,
yet in two things they were at perfect liberty to act as they pleased, viz., they
could relieve the distressed with as much money as they thought proper, and manifest
their compassion for those who were not of the brotherhood as much as they liked,
and whenever they liked. Such was their manner of life during the week days.


The Sabbath they observed with the utmost rigour, and regarded even the removal of
a vessel as labour, and a desecration of this holy day. On this day they took special
care not to be guilty of forsaking the assembling of themselves together, as the manner
of some is. Ten persons constituted a complete and legal number for divine worship
in the synagogue, and in the presence of such an assembly an Essene would never spit,
nor would he at any time spit to his right hand. In the synagogue, as at meals, each
one took his seat according to age, in becoming attire. They had no ordained ministers,
whose exclusive right it was to conduct the service; any one that liked took up the
Bible and read it, whilst another, who had much experience in spiritual matters, expounded
what was read. The distinctive ordinances of the brotherhood, as well as the mysteries
connected with the Tetragrammaton[4] [11]and the angelic worlds were the prominent topics of Sabbatic instruction. Every investigation
into the causes of the phenomena both of mind and matter was strictly forbidden, because
the study of logic and metaphysics was regarded as injurious to a devotional life.


Celibacy[3] being the rule of Essenism, the ranks of the brotherhood had to be filled
up by recruits from the Jewish community at large. They preferred taking children,
whom they educated most carefully and taught the practices of the order, believing
that of such the kingdom of heaven is best made up. Every grown-up candidate (ὁ ζηλῶν) had to pass through a noviciate of two stages, which extended over three years,
before he could be finally admitted into the order. Upon entering the first stage,
which lasted twelve months, the novice (νεοσύστατος) had to cast all his possessions into the common treasury. He then received a copy
of the regulations of the brotherhood (δίαιταν τοῦ τάγματος), as well as a spade (σκαλίς ἁξινάριον = ‏יתד‎), to bury the excrement, (comp. Deut. xxiii, 12–14 ,) an apron (περίζωμα = ‏זריז‎), used at the lustrations, and a white robe (λευκὴν ἐσθῆτα = ‏בגד לבן‎) to put on at meals, being the symbols of purity. During the whole of this period
he was an outsider, and was not admitted to the common meals, yet he had to observe
some of the ascetic rules of the Society. If, at the close of this stage, the community
found that he had properly acquitted himself during the probationary year, the novice
was admitted into the second stage, which lasted two years, and was called an approacher (προσίων ἔγγιον). During the period which lasted two years he was admitted to a closer fellowship
with the brotherhood, and shared in their lustral rites (καθαρωτέρων πρὸς τῶν ἁγνείαν ὑδάτων μεταλαμβάνει), but was still not admitted to the common meals (εἰς τὰς συμβιώσεις), nor to any office. If he passed satisfactorily through the second stage of probation,
the approacher became an associate, or a full member of the society (ὁμιλητὴς, [12]ὃς εἰς τὸν ὅμιλον ἐγκρίνεται = ‏חבר‎), when he was received into the brotherhood and partook of the common meal (συμβιωτὴς).


Before, however, he was made a homiletes, or finally admitted into close fellowship, he had to bind himself by a most solemn
oath (this being the only occasion on which the Essenes used an oath) to observe three
things. 1. Love to God. 2. Merciful justice towards all men; especially to honor nobody as master, to avoid the wicked, to help the righteous,
to be faithful to every man, and especially to rulers (τοῖς κρατοῦσιν), for without God no one comes to be ruler. And 3. Purity of character, which implied humility, love of truth, hatred of falsehood, strict secrecy towards outsiders, so as not to divulge the secret doctrines (μυστήρια) to any one, and perfect openness with the members of the order, and, finally, carefully
to preserve the books belonging to their sect (τὰ τῆς αἱρέσεως αὐτῶν βιβλία), and the names of the angels (τὰ τῶν ἀγγέλων ὀνόματα) or the mysteries connected with the Tetragrammaton (‏שם המפורש‎) and the other names of God and the angels, comprised in the theosophy (‏מעשה מרכבה‎) as well as with the cosmogony (‏מעשה בראשית‎) which also played so important a part among the Jewish mystics and the Kabbalists.
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