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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Conor Anthony McGregor (Irish: Conchúr Antóin Mac Gréagóir; born 14 July 1988) is an Irish professional mixed martial artist who is currently signed to the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). He is the reigning UFC Lightweight Champion, and former UFC Featherweight Champion. During his career, McGregor has competed as a featherweight, lightweight, and welterweight. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 225 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Charles Milles Manson (born Charles Milles Maddox, November 12, 1934) is an American criminal and former cult leader who led what became known as the Manson Family, a quasi-commune that arose in California in the late 1960s. Manson's followers committed a series of nine murders at four locations in July and August 1969. In 1971 he was found guilty of first-degree murder and conspiracy to commit murder for the deaths of seven people – most notably of the actress Sharon Tate – all of which were carried out by members of the group at his instruction. Manson also received first-degree murder convictions for two other deaths. He is currently serving a life sentence at California State Prison in Corcoran. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 292 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Ryan Thomas Gosling (born November 12, 1980) is a Canadian actor and musician. He began his career as a child star on the Disney Channel's Mickey Mouse Club (1993–95) and went on to appear in other family entertainment programs including Are You Afraid of the Dark? (1995) and Goosebumps (1996). His first starring film role was as a Jewish neo-Nazi in The Believer (2001), and he went on to star in several independent films, including Murder by Numbers (2002), The Slaughter Rule (2002), and The United States of Leland (2003). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 460 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Chris Hemsworth (born 11 August 1983) is an Australian actor. He is known for playing Kim Hyde in the Australian TV series Home and Away (2004-07) and Thor in the Marvel Cinematic Universe since 2011. Hemsworth has also appeared in the science fiction action film Star Trek (2009), the thriller adventure A Perfect Getaway (2009), the horror comedy The Cabin in the Woods (2012), the dark-fantasy action film Snow White and the Huntsman (2012), the war film Red Dawn (2012), and the biographical sports drama film Rush (2013). This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 203 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Priyanka Chopra (pronounced ; born 18 July 1982) is an Indian actress, singer, film producer, philanthropist, and the winner of the Miss World 2000 pageant. One of India's highest-paid and most popular celebrities, Chopra has received numerous awards, including a National Film Award and five Filmfare Awards. In 2016, the Government of India honoured her with the Padma Shri, the fourth highest civilian award, and Time magazine named her one of the 100 most influential people in the world. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 713 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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Ryan Rodney Reynolds (born October 23, 1976) is a Canadian actor and producer
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Ryan Reynolds






For the football player, see Ryan Reynolds (American football).

Ryan Rodney Reynolds (born October 23, 1976) is a Canadian actor. He portrayed Michael Bergen on the ABC sitcom Two Guys and a Girl (1998–2001), Billy Simpson in the YTV Canadian teen soap opera Hillside (1991), as well as Marvel Comics characters Hannibal King in Blade: Trinity (2004), Wade Wilson / Weapon XI in X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009), and the title character in Deadpool (2016) for which he received a Golden Globe Award nomination.

Additionally, he portrayed the Hal Jordan version of the DC Comics superhero Green Lantern in the 2011 film of the same name. Reynolds has also starred in films such as National Lampoon's Van Wilder (2002), The Amityville Horror (2005), Definitely, Maybe (2008), The Proposal (2009), Buried (2010), The Croods (2013), and Woman in Gold (2015).
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 Early life




Ryan Rodney Reynolds was born on October 23, 1976, in Vancouver, British Columbia.[1] His father, James Chester "Jim" Reynolds (1941–2015),[2][3] was a food wholesaler, and his mother, Tammy, a retail salesperson.[4] He is of Irish ancestry and was raised as a Roman Catholic.[5][6] The youngest of four brothers,[7] he graduated from Kitsilano Secondary School in Vancouver in 1994. He attended Kwantlen Polytechnic University, also in Vancouver, until dropping out.[8] Two of his elder brothers work as police officers in British Columbia,[9] one of whom is a Royal Canadian Mounted Police[image: External link] member.[10]
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Reynolds' career began in 1991, when he starred as Billy Simpson in the Canadian-produced teen soap Hillside, distributed in the United States by Nickelodeon[image: External link] as Fifteen. In 1996, he co-starred with Melissa Joan Hart in the TV movie Sabrina the Teenage Witch.[11] As an adult, Reynolds starred in the American television series Two Guys, A Girl and a Pizza Place, playing medical student Michael "Berg" Bergen, and in the National Lampoon movie Van Wilder. In 1993–94 he had a recurring role in The Odyssey as Macro.[12] He also cameoed in Harold & Kumar Go to White Castle[image: External link] as a nurse, appeared in The In-Laws with Michael Douglas and Albert Brooks, as well as in the Canadian production Foolproof.[13]
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 2005–2015




In 2005, he played a waiter named Monty in Waiting..., and as music executive Chris Brander in the romantic comedy Just Friends alongside Amy Smart and Anna Faris. Reynolds played the protagonist in the 2008 film Definitely, Maybe.[14] He has also appeared in the second season finale of the television series Scrubs. In 2007, Reynolds guest-starred as Brendan's friend Hams in the episode "Douchebag in the City[image: External link]" of the TBS sitcom My Boys. In 2009, he portrayed Andrew Paxton, starring opposite Sandra Bullock, in The Proposal,[15] and Mike Connell in Adventureland.[16]

Although he has performed primarily in comedies, Reynolds underwent intense physical training to play an action role as the character of Hannibal King in the 2004 film Blade: Trinity.[17] Reynolds played George Lutz in the 2005 remake of the 1979 horror film The Amityville Horror.[18] Additionally, he played an FBI agent alongside Ray Liotta in the 2006 crime action film Smokin' Aces.[19]

In a March 2005 interview, Reynolds spoke of his interest and involvement in a possible film adaptation of Deadpool with screenwriter David S. Goyer,[20] as well as the possibility of playing the incarnation of The Flash known as Wally West in an adaption of the popular DC Comics character in an upcoming movie project. Reynolds portrayed Wade Wilson / Weapon XI in a supporting role in the prequel X-Men film, X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009); a role that he would later reprise in a spin-off feature film based on the character released in 2016.[21]

In 2010, Reynolds starred in the Spanish and American thriller Buried, which screened at the Sundance film festival.[22] In June 2010, Reynolds was invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences.[23] Reynolds portrayed the Hal Jordan version of superhero Green Lantern in Warner Bros.' film Green Lantern, released on June 17, 2011 in 3D. Though the film didn't fare well both financially and critically, this role made him one of the few actors to headline in films based on both Marvel and DC characters.[24] In 2011 he co-starred in the comedy, The Change-Up, as well as being the narrator for the documentary film The Whale. In 2012, he portrayed an agent in Safe House, alongside Denzel Washington.[25] He then had starring roles in two Dreamworks Animation feature films; The Croods and Turbo, both released in 2013. His next role was in portraying Nick Walker in the Universal Pictures film adaptation of Dark Horse Comics' R.I.P.D. (Rest in Peace Department), which was released in 2013.[26] Reynolds went on to star in low-budget films, The Voices (2014), The Captive (2014), and Mississippi Grind (2015); before having a supporting role in the financially successful biographical film, Woman in Gold (2015). Reynolds returned to the thriller genre with Self/Less[image: External link] (2015) where he played a dual role (something he had done before in his career).


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2016–present




In 2016, Reynolds found critical and commercial success with Deadpool, a movie that had been in development as early as 2000. After portraying Wade Wilson / Weapon XI, without the name Deadpool, in X-Men Origins: Wolverine, he became heavily involved in the development of a Deadpool film. Deadpool featured a reboot of the character, ignoring the events of X-Men Origins: Wolverine, and establishing a new backstory for the character that was closer to the Marvel Comics source material. The film takes place within the larger X-Men film universe, being made possible by the reset timeline in X-Men: Days of Future Past.[27] Deadpool made several box-office records, including: a worldwide opening of $264.9 million from 62 markets, which is the biggest of 2016, the biggest for an R-rated film, and the second biggest for Fox, only behind Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith ($303.9 million).[28][29] It also recorded the biggest IMAX 2D worldwide opening of all time with $27.4 million from 606 IMAX theatres, eclipsing The Dark Knight Rises ($23.8 million).[30][31] The film's financial and critical success led the studio to move forward with a sequel[image: External link]. Also that year, Reynolds had a supporting role in the Ariel Vromen-directed thriller Criminal.

On December 15, 2016, Reynolds received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame, at 6801 Hollywood Boulevard.[32][33] Reynolds co-starred with Jake Gyllenhaal and Rebecca Ferguson in the science fiction thriller Life (2017), which reunited him with Safe House director Daniel Espinosa.[34]

Reynolds is slated to begin filming Deadpool 2 in June 2017, which is set to premiere June 1, 2018. Reynolds will be officially joined in the sequel by Brianna Hildebrand (playing Negasonic Teenage Warhead), Stefan Kapicic (Colossus) and Karan Soni (taxi driver Dopinder). The film's producers have confirmed that the film will also include popular X-Force characters Cable and Domino. As of February 2017, the casting process is still ongoing.[35][36]
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 In the media




In October 2008, Reynolds wrote for The Huffington Post regarding his plan to run the New York City Marathon for his father who, at the time, suffered from Parkinson's disease.[37] Reynolds appeared in People's Sexiest Man Alive lists in 2008[38] and 2009,[39] and was awarded the top honour in 2010.[40] In April 2011, he was ranked #15 on People's Most Beautiful 2011 list.[41] People magazine named Reynolds as the Sexiest Dad Alive in 2016.[42]

On February 12, 2012, Reynolds appeared on the BBC's Top Gear as the Star in a Reasonably-Priced Car. He posted a time of 1:43.7[image: External link].[43]
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 Personal life




In 2002, Reynolds began dating Canadian singer Alanis Morissette. They announced their engagement in June 2004.[44] In February 2007, representatives for Morissette and Reynolds announced they had mutually decided to end their engagement.[45] Morissette said her album Flavors of Entanglement was created out of her grief after the break-up. The song "Torch" was written about Reynolds.[46]

Soon after the end of his relationship with Morissette in 2007, Reynolds began dating American actress Scarlett Johansson.[47] The couple announced their engagement in May 2008,[48] and married on September 27, 2008, in a quiet ceremony near Tofino, British Columbia.[49] On December 14, 2010, Reynolds and Johansson announced that they had separated.[50] Reynolds filed for divorce in Los Angeles on December 23, 2010;[51] Johansson filed her response simultaneously.[52] The divorce was finalized on July 1, 2011.[53]

Reynolds first met his Green Lantern co-star Blake Lively while filming in early 2010.[54] In October 2011, Hollyscoop reported they were dating.[55] The couple married on September 9, 2012, at Boone Hall Plantation in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.[56] They have two daughters: James [57][58] and a younger daughter.[59][60]
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Main article: Ryan Reynolds filmography
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Ryan Reynolds (American football)






Ryan Reynolds (born September 20, 1986) is a former linebacker[image: External link] for the Oklahoma Sooners[image: External link]. He was a four-year standout in football[image: External link] and judo[image: External link] in high school, both at Lake Havasu High School in Arizona and at Bishop Gorman High School[image: External link] in Summerlin, Nevada[image: External link], where he was recognized nationally.[1]
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 High school career




Reynolds was a four-year letterman, two years at Lake Havasu High School and two years at Bishop Gorman in Las Vegas. He showed his athleticism and versatility, playing linebacker and defensive back on defense and tight end and fullback on offense.He was also a state wrestling champion and a five-time national judo champion.[2][3] A View Newspaper article called Reynolds the 'most highly recruited high school football player in Nevada history'.[4]

As a senior, he recorded 94 tackles (including 12 tackles for loss) and 6 sacks to go along with his junior year totals of 96 tackles and 6 sacks. As a junior, he also ran for a career best 393 yards from his fullback position. He was recognized at the Palo Alto Nike training camp in 2004 for his performance in their SPARQ (Speed, Power, Agility, Reaction, and Quickness) test. He scored higher on the test than any player in the Camp's history.[5]

As a senior, he was a USA Today[image: External link] first team All-American,[6] a Parade[image: External link] All-American (a publication that also recognized him as the top linebacker in the country),[7] a U.S. Army[image: External link] All-American,[8] and Nevada's Gatorade[image: External link] player of the year.[9] Rivals.com and ESPN.com both ranked him the No. 2 outside LB in the nation. He was a consensus top 30 player nationally and Rivals.com placed him as the best player in the state of Nevada.[10] He was also selected as the Las Vegas Sun[image: External link] state defensive player of the year.[11] Reynolds was awarded the 2005 Walter Payton Trophy[image: External link] at the US Army All-American Bowl awards dinner.[12][13]

At Bishop Gorman, Reynolds was a high school teammate of fellow OU Sooner DeMarco Murray[image: External link].
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 College career
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 2005 and 2006 seasons




Reynolds was relegated to special teams as a true freshman, logging tackles against Oklahoma State[image: External link], Nebraska[image: External link], and Tulsa[image: External link].

Although he was penciled in as a starter for the Sooners, Reynolds injured his ACL[image: External link] after spring practices and was redshirted[image: External link] for the 2006 Sooners[image: External link].[1]
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 2007 and 2008 seasons




As a redshirt sophomore in 2007, Reynolds appeared in 13 games and recorded 60 total tackles.[14] As a redshirt junior in 2008, he appeared in only six games and recorded 44 tackles.[14]
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 2009 season




In 2009, Reynolds recorded 79 total tackles to rank third on the Sooners team behind Travis Lewis[image: External link] and Quinton Carter[image: External link].[15]

In December, 2009, the NCAA denied Reynolds his request to play a sixth year due to injuries.[16]

Reynolds told a reporter at the completion of his college career that he had no interest in pursuing an NFL career.
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Vancouver






This article is about the Canadian City. For the American City, see Vancouver, Washington[image: External link]. For other uses, see Vancouver (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Vancouver ( i[image: External link]/vaen'ku:ver /[image: External link], locally /vaeNG- /[image: External link][3]) is a coastal seaport city in Canada[image: External link], located in the Lower Mainland[image: External link] region of British Columbia. As the most populous city[image: External link] in the province, the 2016 census[image: External link] recorded 631,486 people in the city, up from 603,502 in 2011. The Greater Vancouver[image: External link] area had a population of 2,463,431 in 2016, making it the third-largest metropolitan area in Canada. Vancouver has the highest population density in Canada with over 5,400 people per square kilometre.[4][5] With over 250,000 residents, Vancouver is the fourth most densely populated city in North America behind New York City[image: External link], San Francisco[image: External link],[6] and Mexico City[image: External link] according to the 2011 census. In that census, Vancouver was one of the most ethnically[image: External link] and linguistically diverse cities in Canada; 52% of its residents have a first language other than English.[7][8] Vancouver is classed as a Beta global city[image: External link].

Vancouver is consistently named as one of the top five worldwide cities for livability and quality of life[image: External link],[9][10] and the Economist Intelligence Unit[image: External link] acknowledged it as the first city ranked among the top-ten of the world's most well-living cities[11] for five consecutive years.[12] Vancouver has hosted many international conferences and events, including the 1954 British Empire and Commonwealth Games[image: External link], UN Habitat I[image: External link], Expo 86[image: External link], the World Police and Fire Games[image: External link] in 1989 and 2009; and the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] and Paralympics[image: External link] which were held in Vancouver and Whistler[image: External link], a resort community 125 km (78 mi) north of the city.[13] In 2014, following thirty years in California, the annual TED[image: External link] conference made Vancouver its indefinite home. Several matches of the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] were played in Vancouver, including the final at BC Place[image: External link].[14]

The original settlement, named Gastown[image: External link], grew up on clearcuts[image: External link] on the west edge of the Hastings Mill[image: External link] logging sawmill[image: External link]'s property, where a makeshift tavern had been set up on a plank between two stumps and the proprietor, Gassy Jack[image: External link], persuaded the curious millworkers to build him a tavern, on 1 July 1867. From that first enterprise, other stores and some hotels quickly appeared along the waterfront to the west. Gastown became formally laid out as a registered townsite[image: External link] dubbed Granville, B.I.[image: External link] ("B.I" standing for "Burrard Inlet"). As part of the land and political deal whereby the area of the townsite was made the railhead of the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link] (CPR), it was renamed "Vancouver" and incorporated shortly thereafter as a city, in 1886. By 1887, the transcontinental railway[image: External link] was extended to the city to take advantage of its large natural seaport, which soon became a vital link in a trade route between the Orient[image: External link], Eastern Canada[image: External link], and Europe[image: External link].[15][16] As of 2014, Port Metro Vancouver[image: External link] is the third largest port by tonnage in the Americas (displacing New York), 27th in the world,[17] the busiest and largest in Canada, and the most diversified port in North America[image: External link].[18] While forestry remains its largest industry, Vancouver is well known as an urban centre surrounded by nature, making tourism[image: External link] its second-largest industry.[19] Major film production studios in Vancouver and Burnaby[image: External link] have turned Greater Vancouver[image: External link] and nearby areas into one of the largest film production[image: External link] centres in North America,[20][21] earning it the film industry nickname, Hollywood North[image: External link].[22][23][24]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main article: History of Vancouver[image: External link]


See also: Timeline of Vancouver history[image: External link]
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 Indigenous people




Archaeological[image: External link] records indicate the presence of Aboriginal people[image: External link] in the Vancouver area from 8,000 to 10,000 years ago.[25][26] The city is located in the traditional and presently unceded territories of the Squamish[image: External link], Musqueam[image: External link], and Tseil-Waututh (Burrard)[image: External link] peoples of the Coast Salish[image: External link] group.[27] They had villages in various parts of present-day Vancouver, such as Stanley Park[image: External link], False Creek[image: External link], Kitsilano[image: External link], Point Grey[image: External link] and near the mouth of the Fraser River[image: External link].[26]
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 Exploration and contact




Europeans became acquainted with the area of the future Vancouver when José María Narváez[image: External link] of Spain[image: External link] explored the coast of present-day Point Grey[image: External link] and parts of Burrard Inlet[image: External link] in 1791 – although one author contends that Francis Drake[image: External link] may have visited the area in 1579[image: External link].[28]

The explorer and North West Company[image: External link] trader Simon Fraser[image: External link] and his crew became the first known Europeans to set foot on the site of the present-day city. In 1808, they travelled from the east down the Fraser River[image: External link], perhaps as far as Point Grey.[29]
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 Etymology




The city takes its name from George Vancouver[image: External link], who explored the inner harbour of Burrard Inlet in 1792 and gave various places British names. The family name Vancouver itself originates from the Dutch[image: External link] "Van Coevorden", denoting somebody from the city of Coevorden[image: External link], Netherlands. The explorer's ancestors came to England "from Coevorden", which is the origin of the name that eventually became "Vancouver". [30][31]
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 Early growth




The Fraser Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1858 brought over 25,000 men, mainly from California, to nearby New Westminster[image: External link] (founded 14 February 1859) on the Fraser River[image: External link], on their way to the Fraser Canyon[image: External link], bypassing what would become Vancouver.[32][33][34] Vancouver is among British Columbia's youngest cities;[35] the first European settlement in what is now Vancouver was not until 1862 at McCleery's Farm on the Fraser River, just east of the ancient village of Musqueam[image: External link] in what is now Marpole[image: External link]. A sawmill established at Moodyville (now the City of North Vancouver[image: External link]) in 1863, began the city's long relationship with logging. It was quickly followed by mills owned by Captain Edward Stamp on the south shore of the inlet. Stamp, who had begun logging in the Port Alberni[image: External link] area, first attempted to run a mill at Brockton Point[image: External link], but difficult currents and reefs forced the relocation of the operation in 1867 to a point near the foot of Dunlevy Street. This mill, known as the Hastings Mill[image: External link], became the nucleus around which Vancouver formed. The mill's central role in the city waned after the arrival of the Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR) in the 1880s. It nevertheless remained important to the local economy until it closed in the 1920s.[36]

The settlement which came to be called Gastown grew quickly around the original makeshift tavern[image: External link] established by "Gassy" Jack Deighton[image: External link] in 1867 on the edge of the Hastings Mill property.[35][37] In 1870, the colonial government[image: External link] surveyed the settlement and laid out a townsite, renamed "Granville" in honour of the then-British Secretary of State for the Colonies[image: External link], Lord Granville[image: External link]. This site, with its natural harbour, was selected in 1884[38] as the terminus for the Canadian Pacific Railway, to the disappointment of Port Moody[image: External link], New Westminster[image: External link] and Victoria[image: External link], all of which had vied to be the railhead. A railway was among the inducements for British Columbia to join the Confederation[image: External link] in 1871, but the Pacific Scandal[image: External link] and arguments over the use of Chinese labour delayed construction until the 1880s.[39]
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 Incorporation




The City of Vancouver was incorporated on 6 April 1886, the same year that the first transcontinental train arrived. CPR president William Van Horne[image: External link] arrived in Port Moody to establish the CPR terminus recommended by Henry John Cambie[image: External link], and gave the city its name in honour of George Vancouver[image: External link].[35] The Great Vancouver Fire[image: External link] on 13 June 1886, razed the entire city. The Vancouver Fire Department[image: External link] was established that year and the city quickly rebuilt.[36] Vancouver's population grew from a settlement of 1,000 people in 1881 to over 20,000 by the turn of the century and 100,000 by 1911.[41]

Vancouver merchants outfitted prospectors bound for the Klondike Gold Rush[image: External link] in 1898.[32] One of those merchants, Charles Woodward, had opened the first Woodward's[image: External link] store at Abbott and Cordova Streets in 1892 and, along with Spencer's[image: External link] and the Hudson's Bay[image: External link] department stores, formed the core of the city's retail sector for decades.[42]

The economy of early Vancouver was dominated by large companies such as the CPR, which fuelled economic activity and led to the rapid development of the new city;[43] in fact the CPR was the main real estate owner and housing developer in the city. While some manufacturing did develop, including the establishment of the British Columbia Sugar Refinery by Benjamin Tingley Rogers[image: External link] in 1890,[44] natural resources became the basis for Vancouver's economy. The resource sector was initially based on logging and later on exports moving through the seaport, where commercial traffic constituted the largest economic sector in Vancouver by the 1930s.[45]
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 Twentieth century




The dominance of the economy by big business was accompanied by an often militant labour movement[image: External link]. The first major sympathy strike was in 1903 when railway employees struck against the CPR for union recognition. Labour leader Frank Rogers was killed by CPR police while picketing at the docks, becoming the movement's first martyr in British Columbia.[46] The rise of industrial tensions throughout the province led to Canada's first general strike in 1918, at the Cumberland[image: External link] coal mines on Vancouver Island[image: External link].[47] Following a lull in the 1920s, the strike wave peaked in 1935 when unemployed men flooded the city to protest conditions in the relief camps run by the military in remote areas throughout the province.[48][49] After two tense months of daily and disruptive protesting, the relief camp strikers[image: External link] decided to take their grievances to the federal government and embarked on the On-to-Ottawa Trek[image: External link],[49] but their protest was put down by force. The workers were arrested near Mission[image: External link] and interned in work camps for the duration of the Depression.[50]

Other social movements, such as the first-wave feminist[image: External link], moral reform, and temperance movements[image: External link] were also instrumental in Vancouver's development. Mary Ellen Smith[image: External link], a Vancouver suffragist[image: External link] and prohibitionist[image: External link], became the first woman elected to a provincial legislature[image: External link] in Canada in 1918.[51] Alcohol prohibition began in the First World War and lasted until 1921, when the provincial government established control over alcohol sales, a practice still in place today.[52] Canada's first drug law[image: External link] came about following an inquiry conducted by the federal Minister of Labour[image: External link] and future Prime Minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King[image: External link]. King was sent to investigate damages claims resulting from a riot when the Asiatic Exclusion League[image: External link] led a rampage through Chinatown[image: External link] and Japantown[image: External link]. Two of the claimants were opium[image: External link] manufacturers, and after further investigation, King found that white women were reportedly frequenting opium dens[image: External link] as well as Chinese[image: External link] men. A federal law banning the manufacture, sale, and importation of opium for non-medicinal purposes was soon passed based on these revelations.[53] These riots, and the formation of the Asiatic Exclusion League, also act as signs of a growing fear and mistrust towards the Japanese living in Vancouver and throughout B.C. These fears were exacerbated by the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] leading to the eventual internment[image: External link] or deportation of all Japanese-Canadians living in the city and the province.[54] After the war, these Japanese-Canadian men and women were not allowed to return to cities like Vancouver causing areas, like the aforementioned Japantown[image: External link], to cease to be ethnically Japanese areas as the communities never revived.[55]

Amalgamation[image: External link] with Point Grey and South Vancouver gave the city its final boundaries not long before it became the third-largest metropolis in the country. As of 1 January 1929, the population of the enlarged Vancouver was 228,193.[56]
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 Geography




Further information: List of bodies of water in Vancouver[image: External link] and Lower Mainland Ecoregion[image: External link]


Located on the Burrard Peninsula[image: External link], Vancouver lies between Burrard Inlet[image: External link] to the north and the Fraser River[image: External link] to the south. The Strait of Georgia[image: External link], to the west, is shielded from the Pacific Ocean by Vancouver Island[image: External link]. The city has an area of 114 km2 (44 sq mi), including both flat and hilly ground, and is in the Pacific Time Zone[image: External link] (UTC−8) and the Pacific Maritime Ecozone[image: External link].[57] Until the city's naming in 1885, "Vancouver" referred to Vancouver Island, and it remains a common misconception that the city is located on the island.[58][59] The island and the city are both named after Royal Navy Captain George Vancouver[image: External link] (as is the city of Vancouver, Washington[image: External link] in the United States).

Vancouver has one of the largest urban parks in North America, Stanley Park[image: External link], which covers 404.9 hectares (1,001 acres).[60] The North Shore Mountains[image: External link] dominate the cityscape, and on a clear day, scenic vistas include the snow-capped volcano Mount Baker[image: External link] in the state of Washington to the southeast, Vancouver Island across the Strait of Georgia to the west and southwest, and Bowen Island[image: External link] to the northwest.[61]
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 Ecology




The vegetation in the Vancouver area was originally temperate rain forest[image: External link], consisting of conifers[image: External link] with scattered pockets of maple[image: External link] and alder, and large areas of swampland (even in upland areas, due to poor drainage).[62] The conifers were a typical coastal British Columbia mix of Douglas fir[image: External link], Western red cedar[image: External link], and Western Hemlock[image: External link].[63] The area is thought to have had the largest trees of these species on the British Columbia Coast[image: External link]. Only in Elliott Bay[image: External link], Seattle[image: External link] did the size of trees rival those of Burrard Inlet and English Bay[image: External link]. The largest trees in Vancouver's old-growth forest were in the Gastown area, where the first logging occurred, and on the southern slopes of False Creek[image: External link] and English Bay, especially around Jericho Beach[image: External link]. The forest in Stanley Park was logged between the 1860s and 1880s, and evidence of old-fashioned logging techniques such as springboard notches[image: External link] can still be seen there.[64]

Many plants and trees growing throughout Vancouver and the Lower Mainland were imported from other parts of the continent and from points across the Pacific. Examples include the monkey puzzle tree[image: External link], the Japanese Maple[image: External link], and various flowering exotics, such as magnolias[image: External link], azaleas[image: External link], and rhododendrons[image: External link]. Some species imported from harsher climates in Eastern Canada or Europe have grown to immense sizes. The native Douglas Maple[image: External link] can also attain a tremendous size. Many of the city's streets are lined with flowering varieties of Japanese cherry[image: External link] trees donated from the 1930s onward by the government of Japan. These flower for several weeks in early spring each year, an occasion celebrated by the Vancouver Cherry Blossom Festival[image: External link]. Other streets are lined with flowering chestnut, horse chestnut[image: External link], and other decorative shade trees.[65]
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 Climate




Main article: Climate of Vancouver[image: External link]


Vancouver is one of Canada's warmest cities in the winter. Vancouver's climate is temperate by Canadian standards and is classified as oceanic[image: External link] or marine west coast[image: External link], which under the Köppen climate classification system[image: External link] is classified as Cfb that borders on a warm summer Mediterranean Climate[image: External link] Csb. While during summer months the inland temperatures are significantly higher, Vancouver has the coolest summer average high of all major Canadian metropolitan areas. The summer months are typically dry, with an average of only one in five days during July and August receiving precipitation. In contrast, there is some precipitation during nearly half the days from November through March.[66]

Vancouver is also one of the wettest Canadian cities. However, precipitation varies throughout the metropolitan area. Annual precipitation as measured at Vancouver International Airport[image: External link] in Richmond averages 1,189 mm (46.8 in), compared with 1,588 mm (62.5 in) in the downtown area and 2,044 mm (80.5 in) in North Vancouver.[67][68] The daily maximum averages 22 °C (72 °F) in July and August, with highs rarely reaching 30 °C (86 °F).[69]

The highest temperature ever recorded at the airport was 34.4 °C (93.9 °F) set on 30 July 2009,[70] and the highest temperature ever recorded within the city of Vancouver was 35.0 °C (95.0 °F) occurring first on 31 July 1965,[71] again on 8 August 1981,[72] and finally on 29 May 1983.[73]

On average, snow falls on eleven days per year, with three days receiving 6 cm (2.4 in) or more. Average yearly snowfall is 38.1 cm (15.0 in) but typically does not remain on the ground for long.[69]

Winters in Greater Vancouver are the fourth mildest of Canadian cities after nearby Victoria[image: External link], Nanaimo[image: External link] and Duncan[image: External link], all on Vancouver Island.[74] Vancouver's growing season[image: External link] averages 237 days, from 18 March until 10 November.[69] Vancouver's 1981–2010 USDA Plant Hardiness Zone ranges from 8A to 9A depending on elevation and proximity to water.[75]








	Climate data for Vancouver International Airport[image: External link] ( Richmond[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals, extremes 1898–present[a]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high humidex[image: External link]
	17.2
	18.0
	20.3
	23.9
	33.7
	33.9
	38.3
	35.9
	33.0
	27.2
	21.1
	16.1
	38.3



	Record high °C (°F)
	15.3

(59.5)
	18.4

(65.1)
	20.0

(68)
	26.1

(79)
	30.4

(86.7)
	33.3

(91.9)
	34.4

(93.9)
	33.3

(91.9)
	30.0

(86)
	25.0

(77)
	20.1

(68.2)
	15.0

(59)
	34.4

(93.9)



	Average high °C (°F)
	6.9

(44.4)
	8.2

(46.8)
	10.3

(50.5)
	13.2

(55.8)
	16.7

(62.1)
	19.6

(67.3)
	22.2

(72)
	22.2

(72)
	18.9

(66)
	13.5

(56.3)
	9.2

(48.6)
	6.3

(43.3)
	13.9

(57)



	Daily mean °C (°F)
	4.1

(39.4)
	4.9

(40.8)
	6.9

(44.4)
	9.4

(48.9)
	12.8

(55)
	15.7

(60.3)
	18.0

(64.4)
	18.0

(64.4)
	14.9

(58.8)
	10.3

(50.5)
	6.3

(43.3)
	3.6

(38.5)
	10.4

(50.7)



	Average low °C (°F)
	1.4

(34.5)
	1.6

(34.9)
	3.4

(38.1)
	5.6

(42.1)
	8.8

(47.8)
	11.7

(53.1)
	13.7

(56.7)
	13.8

(56.8)
	10.8

(51.4)
	7.0

(44.6)
	3.5

(38.3)
	0.8

(33.4)
	6.8

(44.2)



	Record low °C (°F)
	−17.8

(0)
	−16.1

(3)
	−9.4

(15.1)
	−3.3

(26.1)
	0.6

(33.1)
	2.2

(36)
	6.1

(43)
	3.9

(39)
	−1.1

(30)
	−6.1

(21)
	−14.3

(6.3)
	−17.8

(0)
	−17.8

(0)



	Record low wind chill[image: External link]
	−22.6
	−21.2
	−14.5
	−5.4
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	−11.4
	−21.3
	−27.8
	−27.8



	Average precipitation[image: External link] mm (inches)
	168.4

(6.63)
	104.6

(4.118)
	113.9

(4.484)
	88.5

(3.484)
	65.0

(2.559)
	53.8

(2.118)
	35.6

(1.402)
	36.7

(1.445)
	50.9

(2.004)
	120.8

(4.756)
	188.9

(7.437)
	161.9

(6.374)
	1,189

(46.811)



	Average rainfall mm (inches)
	157.5

(6.201)
	98.9

(3.894)
	111.8

(4.402)
	88.1

(3.469)
	65.0

(2.559)
	53.8

(2.118)
	35.6

(1.402)
	36.7

(1.445)
	50.9

(2.004)
	120.7

(4.752)
	185.8

(7.315)
	148.3

(5.839)
	1,153.1

(45.4)



	Average snowfall cm (inches)
	11.1

(4.37)
	6.3

(2.48)
	2.3

(0.91)
	0.3

(0.12)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.0

(0)
	0.1

(0.04)
	3.2

(1.26)
	14.8

(5.83)
	38.1

(15)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	19.5
	15.4
	17.7
	14.8
	13.2
	11.5
	6.3
	6.7
	8.3
	15.4
	20.4
	19.7
	168.9



	Average rainy days (≥ 0.2 mm)
	18.4
	14.7
	17.5
	14.8
	13.2
	11.5
	6.3
	6.8
	8.3
	15.4
	19.9
	18.4
	165.2



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.2 cm)
	2.6
	1.4
	0.9
	0.2
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.0
	0.03
	0.8
	2.8
	8.73



	Average relative humidity[image: External link] (%) (at 1500 LST)
	81.2
	74.5
	70.1
	65.4
	63.5
	62.2
	61.4
	61.8
	67.2
	75.6
	79.5
	80.9
	70.3



	Mean monthly sunshine hours[image: External link]
	60.2
	91.0
	134.8
	185.0
	222.5
	226.9
	289.8
	277.1
	212.8
	120.7
	60.4
	56.5
	1,937.5



	Percent possible sunshine[image: External link]
	22.3
	31.8
	36.6
	45.0
	46.9
	46.8
	59.3
	62.1
	56.1
	36.0
	21.9
	22.0
	40.6



	Source: Environment Canada[image: External link][78][79][80][81][82][83][84][85][86][87][88][89][90][91]
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 Cityscape





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Urban planning




Main article: Vancouverism[image: External link]


As of 2011, Vancouver is the most densely populated city in Canada[image: External link].[6] Urban planning in Vancouver is characterized by high-rise residential and mixed-use development in urban centres, as an alternative to sprawl[image: External link].[92] As part of the larger Metro Vancouver[image: External link] region, it is influenced by the policy direction of livability as illustrated in Metro Vancouver's Regional Growth Strategy[image: External link].

Vancouver has been ranked one of the most livable cities in the world for more than a decade.[10] As of 2010, Vancouver has been ranked as having the 4th highest quality of living of any city on Earth.[93] In contrast, according to Forbes[image: External link], Vancouver had the 6th most overpriced real estate market in the world and was second-highest in North America[image: External link] after Los Angeles[image: External link] in 2007.[94] Vancouver has also been ranked among Canada's most expensive cities in which to live. Sales in February 2016 were 56.3% higher than the 10 year average for the month.[95][96][97] Forbes has also ranked Vancouver as the tenth cleanest city in the world.[98]

Vancouver's characteristic approach to urban planning originated in the late 1950s, when city planners began to encourage the building of high-rise residential towers in Vancouver's West End[image: External link],[99] subject to strict requirements for setbacks and open space to protect sight lines and preserve green space. The success of these dense but liveable neighbourhoods led to the redevelopment of urban industrial sites, such as North False Creek and Coal Harbour, beginning in the mid-1980s. The result is a compact urban core that has gained international recognition for its "high amenity and 'livable' development".[100] More recently, the city has been debating "ecodensity"—ways in which "density, design, and land use can contribute to environmental sustainability, affordability, and livability".[101]

Vancouver is also considered to have the worst traffic in Canada due to a wide variety of issues such as old small bridges and a lack of highways within the city limits.[102]
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 Architecture




Main article: Architecture of Vancouver[image: External link]


The Vancouver Art Gallery[image: External link] is housed downtown[image: External link] in the neoclassical[image: External link] former courthouse built in 1906. The courthouse building was designed by Francis Rattenbury[image: External link], who also designed the British Columbia Parliament Buildings[image: External link] and the Empress Hotel[image: External link] in Victoria, and the lavishly decorated second Hotel Vancouver.[103] The 556-room Hotel Vancouver[image: External link], opened in 1939 and the third by that name, is across the street with its copper roof. The Gothic-style Christ Church Cathedral[image: External link], across from the hotel, opened in 1894 and was declared a heritage building in 1976.

There are several modern[image: External link] buildings in the downtown area, including the Harbour Centre[image: External link], the Vancouver Law Courts[image: External link] and surrounding plaza known as Robson Square[image: External link] (designed by Arthur Erickson[image: External link]) and the Vancouver Library Square[image: External link] (designed by Moshe Safdie[image: External link] and DA Architects[image: External link]), reminiscent of the Colosseum[image: External link] in Rome, and the recently completed Woodward's building[image: External link] Redevelopment (designed by Henriquez Partners Architects[image: External link]). The original BC Hydro[image: External link] headquarters building (designed by Ron Thom[image: External link] and Ned Pratt) at Nelson and Burrard Streets is a modernist[image: External link] high-rise, now converted into the Electra condominia.[104] Also notable is the "concrete waffle" of the MacMillan Bloedel[image: External link] building on the north-east corner of the Georgia and Thurlow intersection.

A prominent addition to the city's landscape is the giant tent-frame Canada Place[image: External link] (designed by Zeidler Roberts Partnership[image: External link] Partnership, MCMP & DA Architects[image: External link]), the former Canada Pavilion from the 1986 World Exposition[image: External link], which includes part of the Convention Centre[image: External link], the Pan-Pacific Hotel[image: External link], and a cruise ship terminal. Two modern buildings that define the southern skyline away from the downtown area are City Hall[image: External link] and the Centennial Pavilion of Vancouver General Hospital[image: External link], both designed by Townley[image: External link] and Matheson in 1936 and 1958 respectively.[105][106]

A collection of Edwardian[image: External link] buildings in the city's old downtown core were, in their day, the tallest commercial buildings in the British Empire[image: External link]. These were, in succession, the Carter-Cotton Building (former home of The Vancouver Province[image: External link] newspaper), the Dominion Building[image: External link] (1907) and the Sun Tower[image: External link] (1911), the former two at Cambie and Hastings Streets[image: External link] and the latter at Beatty and Pender Streets. The Sun Tower's cupola[image: External link] was finally exceeded as the Empire's tallest commercial building by the elaborate Art Deco[image: External link] Marine Building[image: External link] in the 1920s.[107] The Marine Building is known for its elaborate ceramic tile facings and brass-gilt doors and elevators, which make it a favourite location for movie shoots.[108] Topping the list of tallest buildings in Vancouver[image: External link] is Living Shangri-La[image: External link] at 201 metres (659 feet)[109] and 62 storeys. The second-tallest building in Vancouver is the Private Residences at Hotel Georgia[image: External link], at 156 metres (512 feet). The third-tallest is One Wall Centre[image: External link] at 150 metres (490 feet)[110] and 48 storeys, followed closely by the Shaw Tower[image: External link] at 149 metres (489 feet).[110]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Vancouver[image: External link]


The 2011 census[image: External link] recorded more than 603,000 people in the city, making it the eighth largest[image: External link] among Canadian cities. More specifically, Vancouver is the fourth largest in Western Canada[image: External link] after Calgary[image: External link], Edmonton[image: External link] and Winnipeg[image: External link].[111] The metropolitan area[image: External link] referred to as Greater Vancouver[image: External link], with more than 2.4 million residents, is the third most populous metropolitan area[image: External link] in the country[111] and the most populous in Western Canada[image: External link]. The larger Lower Mainland-Southwest[image: External link] economic region (which includes also the Squamish-Lillooet[image: External link], Fraser Valley[image: External link], and Sunshine Coast Regional District[image: External link]) has a population of over 2.93 million.[112] With 5,249 people per square km (13,590 per sq mi), the City of Vancouver is the most densely populated of Canadian municipalities having more than 5,000 residents.[6] Approximately 74 percent of the people living in Metro Vancouver live outside the city.

Vancouver has been called a "city of neighbourhoods", each with a distinct character and ethnic mix.[113] People of English, Scottish, and Irish origins were historically the largest ethnic groups in the city,[114] and elements of British society and culture are still visible in some areas, particularly South Granville[image: External link] and Kerrisdale[image: External link]. Germans[image: External link] are the next-largest European ethnic group in Vancouver and were a leading force in the city's society and economy until the rise of anti-German sentiment with the outbreak of World War I[image: External link] in 1914.[16] Today the Chinese[image: External link] are the largest visible ethnic group in the city, with a diverse Chinese-speaking[image: External link] community, and several dialects, including Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link].[36][115] Neighbourhoods with distinct ethnic commercial areas include the Chinatown[image: External link], Punjabi Market[image: External link], Little Italy[image: External link], Greektown[image: External link], and (formerly) Japantown[image: External link].

Since the 1980s, immigration has drastically increased, making the city more ethnically[image: External link] and linguistically diverse; 52% do not speak English as their first language.[7][8] Almost 30% of the city's inhabitants are of Chinese[image: External link] heritage.[116] In the 1980s, an influx of immigrants from Hong Kong[image: External link] in anticipation of the transfer of sovereignty[image: External link] from the United Kingdom[image: External link] to China, combined with an increase in immigrants from mainland China[image: External link] and previous immigrants from Taiwan[image: External link], established in Vancouver one of the highest concentrations of ethnic Chinese residents in North America.[117] This arrival of Asian immigrants continued a tradition of immigration from around the world that had established Vancouver as the second-most popular destination for immigrants in Canada after Toronto[image: External link].[118] Other significant Asian[image: External link] ethnic groups in Vancouver are South Asian (mostly Punjabi[image: External link]) usually referred to as Indo-Canadian[image: External link] (5.7%), Filipino[image: External link] (5.0%), Japanese[image: External link] (1.7%), Korean[image: External link] (1.5%), as well as sizeable communities of Vietnamese[image: External link], Indonesians[image: External link], and Cambodians[image: External link].[119] Despite increases in Latin American[image: External link] immigration to Vancouver in the 1980s and 90s, recent immigration has been comparatively low, and African immigration has been similarly stagnant (3.6% and 3.3% of total immigrant population, respectively).[120] The black[image: External link] population of Vancouver is rather scant in comparison to other Canadian major cities, making up 0.9% of the city. The neighbourhood of Strathcona[image: External link] was the core of the city's Jewish[image: External link] community. Hogan's Alley[image: External link], a small area adjacent to Chinatown, just off Main Street at Prior, was once home to a significant black community.[121][122] In 1981, less than 7% of the population belonged to a visible minority[image: External link] group.[123] By 2008, this proportion had grown to 51%.[124]

Prior to the Hong Kong diaspora of the 1990s, the largest non-British ethnic groups in the city were Irish[image: External link] and German[image: External link], followed by Scandinavian[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], Ukrainian[image: External link] and Chinese[image: External link]. From the mid-1950s until the 1980s, many Portuguese[image: External link] immigrants came to Vancouver and the city had the third-largest Portuguese population in Canada in 2001.[125] Eastern Europeans, including Yugoslavs[image: External link], Russians[image: External link], Czechs[image: External link], Poles[image: External link], Romanians[image: External link] and Hungarians[image: External link] began immigrating after the Soviet takeover of Eastern Europe after World War II[image: External link].[16] Greek[image: External link] immigration increased in the late 1960s and early 70s, with most settling in the Kitsilano[image: External link] area. Vancouver also has a significant aboriginal[image: External link] community of about 11,000 people.[126]

Vancouver has a large gay community[image: External link][127] focused on the West End neighbourhood lining a certain stretch of Davie Street, recently officially designated as Davie Village[image: External link],[128] though the gay community is omnipresent throughout West End and Yaletown areas. Vancouver is host to one of the country's largest annual gay pride parades[image: External link].[129]



	Vancouver



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1891
	13,709
	—    



	1901
	26,133
	+90.6%



	1911[image: External link]
	100,401
	+284.2%



	1921
	117,217
	+16.7%



	1931
	246,593
	+110.4%



	1941
	275,353
	+11.7%



	1951
	344,833
	+25.2%



	1956
	365,844
	+6.1%



	1961
	384,522
	+5.1%



	1966
	410,375
	+6.7%



	1971
	426,256
	+3.9%



	1976
	410,188
	−3.8%



	1981
	414,281
	+1.0%



	1986
	431,147
	+4.1%



	1991
	471,644
	+9.4%



	1996[image: External link]
	514,008
	+9.0%



	2001[image: External link]
	545,671
	+6.2%



	2006[image: External link]
	578,041
	+5.9%



	2011[image: External link]
	603,502
	+4.4%



	2016[image: External link]
	631,486
	+4.6%






	Canada 2006 Census
	Population
	 % of Total Population



	Visible minority[image: External link] group

Source:[130]
	Chinese[image: External link]
	182,230
	29.7%



	South Asian[image: External link]
	35,140
	6%



	Black[image: External link]
	5,720
	1%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	35,490
	6%



	Latin American[image: External link]
	9,595
	1.6%



	Arab[image: External link]
	2,975
	0.5%



	Southeast Asian[image: External link]
	17,870
	3%



	West Asian[image: External link]
	6,885
	1.2%



	Korean[image: External link]
	8,780
	1.5%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	10,080
	1.7%



	Other visible minority
	1,175
	0.2%



	Mixed[image: External link] visible minority
	8,680
	1.5%



	Total visible minority population
	305,615
	51.8%



	Aboriginal[image: External link] group

Source:[131]
	First Nations[image: External link]
	7,865
	1.3%



	Métis[image: External link]
	3,595
	0.6%



	Inuit[image: External link]
	70
	0%



	Total Aboriginal population
	11,945
	2%



	European Canadian[image: External link]
	272,645
	46.2%



	Total population
	590,205
	100%
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Vancouver[image: External link]


With its location on the Pacific Rim[image: External link] and at the western terminus of Canada's transcontinental highway[image: External link] and rail routes, Vancouver is one of the nation's largest industrial centres.[61] Port Metro Vancouver[image: External link], Canada's largest and most diversified port, does more than C$[image: External link]172 billion in trade with over 160 different trading economies annually. Port activities generate $9.7 billion in gross domestic product and $20.3 billion in economic output.[133] Vancouver is also the headquarters of forest product[image: External link] and mining companies. In recent years, Vancouver has become a centre for software development[image: External link], biotechnology[image: External link], aerospace[image: External link], video game development[image: External link], animation studios[image: External link] and television production and film industry[image: External link].[134] The city's strong focus on lifestyle and health culture also makes it a hub for many lifestyle-brands with Lululemon[image: External link], Arc'teryx[image: External link], Kit and Ace[image: External link], Mountain Equipment Co-op[image: External link], Herschel Supply Co.[image: External link], Aritzia[image: External link], Reigning Champ, and Nature's Path[image: External link] Organic Foods all founded and headquartered in Vancouver.

Vancouver's scenic location makes it a major tourist destination. Many visit to see the city's gardens, Stanley Park[image: External link], Queen Elizabeth Park[image: External link], VanDusen Botanical Garden[image: External link] and the mountains, ocean, forest and parklands which surround the city. Each year over a million people pass through Vancouver on cruise ship[image: External link] vacations, often bound for Alaska[image: External link].[134]

Vancouver is the most stressed in the spectrum of affordability of housing in Canada[image: External link].[135] In 2012, Vancouver was ranked by Demographia as the second most unaffordable in the world, rated as even more severely unaffordable in 2012 than in 2011.[136][137][138][139] The city has adopted various strategies to reduce housing costs, including cooperative housing[image: External link], legalized secondary suites[image: External link], increased density and smart growth[image: External link]. As of April 2010, the average two-level home in Vancouver sold for a record high of $987,500, compared with the Canadian average of $365,141.[140]

Since the 1990s, development of high-rise condominia[image: External link] in the downtown peninsula has been financed, in part, by an inflow of capital from Hong Kong[image: External link] immigrants due to the former colony's 1997 handover to China.[141] Such development has clustered in the Yaletown[image: External link] and Coal Harbour[image: External link] districts and around many of the SkyTrain[image: External link] stations to the east of the downtown.[134] The city's selection to co-host the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] was also a major influence on economic development. Concern was expressed that Vancouver's increasing homelessness[image: External link] problem would be exacerbated by the Olympics because owners of single room occupancy hotels, which house many of the city's lowest income residents, converted their properties to attract higher income residents and tourists.[142] Another significant international event held in Vancouver, the 1986 World Exposition[image: External link], received over 20 million visitors and added $3.7 billion to the Canadian economy.[143] Some still-standing Vancouver landmarks, including the SkyTrain public transit system and Canada Place[image: External link], were built as part of the exposition.[143]
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 Government




Main article: Government and politics of Vancouver[image: External link]


Vancouver, unlike other British Columbia municipalities, is incorporated[image: External link] under the Vancouver Charter[image: External link].[144] The legislation, passed in 1953, supersedes the Vancouver Incorporation Act, 1921 and grants the city more and different powers than other communities possess under BC's Municipalities Act.

The civic government was dominated by the centre-right Non-Partisan Association[image: External link] (NPA) since World War II[image: External link], albeit with some significant centre-left interludes until 2008.[36] The NPA fractured over the issue of drug[image: External link] policy in 2002, facilitating a landslide victory for the Coalition of Progressive Electors[image: External link] (COPE) on a harm reduction[image: External link] platform. Subsequently, North America's only legal safe injection site[image: External link] was opened for the significant number of intravenous heroin users in the city.[145]

Vancouver is governed by the eleven-member Vancouver City Council[image: External link], a nine-member School Board, and a seven-member Park Board[image: External link], all of whom serve three-year terms. Unusually for a city of Vancouver's size, all municipal elections are on an at-large[image: External link] basis. Historically, in all levels of government, the more affluent west side of Vancouver has voted along conservative[image: External link] or liberal[image: External link] lines while the eastern side of the city has voted along left-wing[image: External link] lines.[146] This was reaffirmed with the results of the 2005 provincial election[image: External link] and the 2006 federal election[image: External link].

Though polarized, a political consensus[image: External link] has emerged in Vancouver around a number of issues. Protection of urban parks, a focus on the development of rapid transit[image: External link] as opposed to a freeway system, a harm-reduction approach to illegal drug use, and a general concern about community-based development are examples of policies that have come to have broad support across the political spectrum[image: External link] in Vancouver.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 2008 Municipal Election[image: External link] campaign, NPA incumbent mayor Sam Sullivan[image: External link] was ousted as mayoral candidate by the party in a close vote, which instated Peter Ladner as the new mayoral candidate for the NPA. Gregor Robertson[image: External link], a former MLA for Vancouver-Fairview[image: External link] and head of Happy Planet[image: External link], was the mayoral candidate for Vision Vancouver, the other main contender. Vision Vancouver candidate Gregor Robertson defeated Ladner by a considerable margin, nearing 20,000 votes. The balance of power was significantly shifted to Vision Vancouver, which held seven of the 10 spots for councillor. Of the remaining three, COPE received two and the NPA one. For park commissioner, four spots went to Vision Vancouver, one to the Green Party, one to COPE, and one to NPA. For school trustee, there were four Vision Vancouver seats, three COPE seats, and two NPA seats.[147]
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 Regional government




Vancouver is a member municipality of Metro Vancouver[image: External link], a regional government. In total there are 22 municipalities, one electoral area and one treaty First Nation comprising Metro Vancouver,[148] the regional government whose seat is in Burnaby. While each member of Metro Vancouver has its own separate local governing body, Metro Vancouver oversees common services and planning functions within the area such as providing drinking water; operating sewage and solid waste handling; maintaining regional parks; overseeing air quality, greenhouse gases and ecological health; and providing a strategy for regional growth and land use.
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 Provincial and federal representation




In the Legislative Assembly of British Columbia[image: External link], Vancouver is represented by 11 Members of the Legislative Assembly[image: External link] (MLAs). As of January 2016, there are four seats held by the BC Liberal Party[image: External link] and seven by the BC New Democratic Party[image: External link].[149]

In the House of Commons of Canada[image: External link], Vancouver is represented by six Members of Parliament. In the most recent 2015 federal election[image: External link], the Liberals[image: External link] retained two (Vancouver Quadra[image: External link] and Vancouver Centre[image: External link]) seats and gained another two, while the NDP[image: External link] held on to the two seats, (Vancouver East[image: External link] and Vancouver Kingsway[image: External link]), they held at dissolution while the Conservatives[image: External link] were shut out of the city.

Currently, two Cabinet Minister hail from the city. Jody Wilson-Raybould[image: External link] is the Attorney General of Canada, while Harjit Sajjan[image: External link] is the Minister of National Defence.
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 Policing and crime




Vancouver operates the Vancouver Police Department[image: External link], with a strength of 1,327 sworn members and an operating budget of $257.6 million in 2015.[150] Over 16% of the city's budget was spent on police protection in 2005.[151]

The Vancouver Police Department's operational divisions include a bicycle squad[image: External link], a marine squad[image: External link], and a dog squad[image: External link]. It also has a mounted squad[image: External link], used primarily to patrol Stanley Park and occasionally the Downtown Eastside[image: External link] and West End, as well as for crowd control.[152] The police work in conjunction with civilian and volunteer run Community Police Centres.[153] In 2006, the police department established its own Counter Terrorism Unit[image: External link]. In 2005, a new transit police force, the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority Police Service (now South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority Police Service[image: External link]), was established with full police powers.

Although it is illegal, Vancouver police generally do not arrest people for possessing small amounts of marijuana[image: External link].[154] In 2000 the Vancouver Police Department established a specialized drug squad, "Growbusters", to carry out an aggressive campaign against the city's estimated 4,000 hydroponic[image: External link] marijuana growing operations (or grow-ops) in residential areas.[155] As with other law enforcement campaigns targeting marijuana this initiative has been sharply criticized.[156]

As of 2008, Vancouver had the seventh highest crime rate[image: External link], dropping 3 spots since 2005, among Canada's 27 census metropolitan areas.[157] However, as with other Canadian cities, the overall crime rate has been falling "dramatically".[158] Vancouver's property crime[image: External link] rate is particularly high, ranking among the highest for major North American cities.[159] But even property crime dropped 10.5% between 2004 and 2005.[160] For 2006, Metro Vancouver had the highest rate of gun-related violent crime of any major metropolitan region in Canada, with 45.3 violent offences involving guns for every 100,000 people in Metro Vancouver, above the national average of 27.5.[161] A series of gang-related incidents in early 2009 escalated into what police have dubbed a gang war[image: External link]. Vancouver plays host to special events such as the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation[image: External link] conference, the Clinton-Yeltsin Summit, or the Symphony of Fire[image: External link] fireworks show that require significant policing. The 1994 Stanley Cup riot[image: External link] overwhelmed police and injured as many as 200 people.[162] A second riot[image: External link] took place following the 2011 Stanley Cup Finals[image: External link].[163]
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 Military




Jericho Beach[image: External link] in Vancouver is the location of the headquarters of 39 Canadian Brigade Group[image: External link] of the Canadian Army[image: External link].[164] Local primary reserve units include The Seaforth Highlanders of Canada[image: External link] and The British Columbia Regiment (Duke of Connaught's Own)[image: External link], based at the Seaforth Armoury[image: External link] and the Beatty Street Drill Hall[image: External link], respectively, and the 15th Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Artillery[image: External link].[165] The Naval Reserve Unit HMCS  Discovery[image: External link] is based on Deadman's Island[image: External link] in Stanley Park.[166] RCAF Station Jericho Beach[image: External link], the first air base in Western Canada, was taken over by the Canadian Army[image: External link] in 1947 when sea planes were replaced by long-range aircraft. Most of the base facilities were transferred to the City of Vancouver in 1969 and the area renamed "Jericho Park".[167]
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 Education




The Vancouver School Board[image: External link] enrolls more than 110,000 students in its elementary, secondary, and post-secondary[image: External link] institutions, making it the second-largest school district[image: External link] in the province.[168][169] The district administers about 76 elementary schools, 17 elementary annexes, 18 secondary schools, 7 adult education[image: External link] centres, 2 Vancouver Learning Network schools,[170] which include 18 French immersion[image: External link], a Mandarin[image: External link] bilingual, a fine arts[image: External link], gifted, and Montessori[image: External link] schools.[168] The Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique[image: External link] operates three Francophone schools in that city: the primary schools école Rose-des-vents and école Anne-Hébert as well as the école secondaire Jules-Verne[image: External link].[171] More than 46 independent schools[image: External link] of a wide variety are also eligible for partial provincial funding and educate approximately 10% of pupils in the city.[172]

There are five public universities in the Greater Vancouver area, the largest being the University of British Columbia[image: External link] (UBC) and Simon Fraser University[image: External link] (SFU), with a combined enrolment of more than 90,000 undergraduates[image: External link], graduates, and professional students in 2008.[173][174] UBC consistently ranks among the 40 best universities in the world, and is among the 20 best public universities.[175] SFU consistently ranks as the top comprehensive university in Canada and is among the 200 best universities in the world.[176] UBC's main campus is located on the University Endowment Lands[image: External link] on Point Grey, the tip of Burrard Peninsula, with the city-proper adjacent to the east. SFU's main campus is in Burnaby[image: External link]. Both also maintain campuses in Downtown Vancouver and Surrey. The other public universities in the metropolitan area around Vancouver are Capilano University[image: External link] in North Vancouver, the Emily Carr University of Art and Design[image: External link] on Granville Island[image: External link] in Vancouver, and Kwantlen Polytechnic University with four campuses all outside the city proper. Six private institutions also operate in the region: Trinity Western University[image: External link] in Langley, and University Canada West[image: External link], NYIT Canada[image: External link], Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link], Columbia College[image: External link], and Sprott Shaw College[image: External link], all in Vancouver.

Vancouver Community College[image: External link] and Langara College[image: External link] are publicly funded college-level institutions in Vancouver, as is Douglas College[image: External link] with three campuses outside the city. The British Columbia Institute of Technology[image: External link] in Burnaby provides polytechnic[image: External link] education. These are augmented by private institutions and other colleges in the surrounding areas of Metro Vancouver that provide career, trade, and university-transfer programs, while the Vancouver Film School[image: External link] provides one-year programs in film production and video game design.[177][178]

International students[image: External link] and English as a Second Language[image: External link] (ESL) students have been significant in the enrolment of these public and private institutions. For the 2008–2009 school year, 53% of Vancouver School Board's students spoke a language other than English at home.[169]
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 Arts and culture
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 Theatre, dance, film and television
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 Theatre




Prominent theatre companies in Vancouver include the Arts Club Theatre Company[image: External link] on Granville Island[image: External link], and Bard on the Beach[image: External link]. Smaller companies include Touchstone Theatre[image: External link], and Studio 58[image: External link]. The Cultch, The Firehall Arts Centre, United Players, and The Pacific and Metro Theatres, all run continuous theatre seasons. Theatre Under the Stars[image: External link] produces shows in the summer at Malkin Bowl[image: External link] in Stanley Park. Annual festivals that are held in Vancouver include the PuSh International Performing Arts Festival[image: External link] in January and the Vancouver Fringe Festival[image: External link] in September.

The Vancouver Playhouse Theatre Company operated for fifty years, ending in March 2012.[179]
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 Dance




The Scotiabank Dance Centre, a converted bank building on the corner of Davie and Granville, functions as a gathering place and performance venue for Vancouver-based dancers and choreographers. Dances for a Small Stage is a semi-annual dance festival.
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 Film




The Vancouver International Film Festival[image: External link], which runs for two weeks each September, shows over 350 films and is one of the larger film festivals in North America. The Vancouver International Film Centre[image: External link] venue, the Vancity Theatre, runs independent non-commercial films throughout the rest of the year, as do the Pacific Cinémathèque[image: External link], and the Rio theatres.
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 Films set in Vancouver




Main article: List of filming locations in the Vancouver area[image: External link]


Vancouver has become a major film location,[180] known as Hollywood North[image: External link], as it has stood in for several U.S. cities. However, it has started to appear as itself in several feature films. Among films set in the city and its surroundings are the 1989 U.S. romantic comedy-drama Cousins[image: External link], starring Ted Danson[image: External link] and Isabella Rossellini[image: External link], the 1994 US thriller Intersection[image: External link], starring Richard Gere and Sharon Stone[image: External link], the 2007 Canadian ghost thriller They Wait[image: External link], starring Terry Chen[image: External link] and Jaime King[image: External link] and the acclaimed Canadian 'mockumentary' Hard Core Logo[image: External link], and was named the second best Canadian film of the last 15 years, in a 2001 poll of 200 industry voters, performed by Playback.
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 Television shows produced in Vancouver




Many past and current TV shows have been filmed and set[image: External link] in Vancouver. The first Canadian prime time[image: External link] national series to be produced out of Vancouver was Cold Squad[image: External link].[181][182] Other series set in or around the city include Continuum[image: External link], Da Vinci's Inquest[image: External link], Danger Bay[image: External link], Edgemont[image: External link], Godiva's[image: External link], Motive[image: External link], Northwood[image: External link], and The Romeo Section[image: External link].

Television shows produced[image: External link][183] (but not set) in Vancouver include 21 Jump Street[image: External link], The 100[image: External link], The 4400[image: External link], Airwolf[image: External link], Almost Human[image: External link], Arrow[image: External link], Backstrom[image: External link], Caprica[image: External link], Cedar Cove[image: External link], Chesapeake Shores[image: External link], The Commish[image: External link], Dark Angel[image: External link], Dirk Gently's Holistic Detective Agency[image: External link], The Flash[image: External link], Hellcats[image: External link], Intelligence[image: External link], iZombie[image: External link], The Killing[image: External link], The L Word[image: External link], Life Unexpected[image: External link], The Man in the High Castle[image: External link], Once Upon a Time[image: External link], Psych[image: External link], Reaper[image: External link], Riverdale[image: External link], Rogue[image: External link], Smallville[image: External link], Supergirl[image: External link], Supernatural[image: External link], The Tomorrow People[image: External link], Tru Calling[image: External link], Van Helsing[image: External link], Witches of East End[image: External link], and The X-Files[image: External link].
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 Libraries and museums




Libraries in Vancouver include the Vancouver Public Library[image: External link] with its main branch at Library Square, designed by Moshe Safdie[image: External link]. The central branch contains 1.5 million volumes. Altogether there are twenty-two branches containing 2.25 million volumes.[184] The Vancouver Tool Library[image: External link] is Canada's original tool lending library.

The Vancouver Art Gallery[image: External link] has a permanent collection of nearly 10,000 items and is the home of a significant number of works by Emily Carr[image: External link].[185] However, little or none of the permanent collection is ever on view. Downtown is also home to the Contemporary Art Gallery (Vancouver)[image: External link]. The CAG showcases temporary exhibitions by up-and-coming Vancouver artists.

In the Kitsilano[image: External link] district are the Vancouver Maritime Museum[image: External link], the H. R. MacMillan Space Centre[image: External link], and the Vancouver Museum[image: External link], the largest civic museum in Canada. The Museum of Anthropology at UBC[image: External link] is a leading museum of Pacific Northwest Coast[image: External link] First Nations[image: External link] culture. A more interactive museum is Science World[image: External link] at the head of False Creek[image: External link]. The city also features a diverse collection of Public Art.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Visual art




See also: Public art in Vancouver[image: External link]


The Vancouver School[image: External link] of conceptual[image: External link][186] photography (often referred to as photoconceptualism)[187] is a term applied to a grouping of artists from Vancouver who achieved international recognition starting in the 1980s.[186] No formal " school[image: External link]" exists and the grouping remains both informal and often controversial[188] even among the artists themselves, who often resist the term.[188] Artists associated with the term include Jeff Wall[image: External link], Ian Wallace[image: External link], Ken Lum[image: External link], Roy Arden[image: External link],[187] Stan Douglas[image: External link] and Rodney Graham[image: External link].[189]
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 Music and nightlife




See also: Music of Vancouver[image: External link]


Musical contributions from Vancouver include performers of classical, folk and popular music. The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra[image: External link] is the professional orchestra based in the city. The Vancouver Opera[image: External link] is a major opera company in the city, and City Opera of Vancouver[image: External link] is the city's professional chamber opera company. The city is home to a number of Canadian composers[image: External link] including Rodney Sharman[image: External link], Jeffrey Ryan[image: External link], and Jocelyn Morlock[image: External link].

The city produced a number of notable punk rock[image: External link] bands, including D.O.A.[image: External link] Other early Vancouver punk bands included the Subhumans[image: External link], the Young Canadians[image: External link], the Pointed Sticks[image: External link], and UJ3RK5[image: External link].[190] When alternative rock[image: External link] became popular in the 1990s, several Vancouver groups rose to prominence, including 54-40[image: External link], Odds[image: External link], Moist[image: External link], the Matthew Good Band[image: External link], Sons of Freedom[image: External link] and Econoline Crush[image: External link]. Recent successful Vancouver bands include Gob[image: External link], Marianas Trench[image: External link], Theory of a Deadman[image: External link] and Stabilo[image: External link]. Today, Vancouver is home to a number of popular independent bands such as The New Pornographers[image: External link], Japandroids[image: External link], Destroyer[image: External link], In Medias Res[image: External link], Tegan and Sara[image: External link], and independent labels including Nettwerk[image: External link] and Mint[image: External link]. Vancouver also produced influential metal band Strapping Young Lad[image: External link] and pioneering electro-industrial[image: External link] bands Skinny Puppy[image: External link], Numb[image: External link] and Front Line Assembly[image: External link]; the latter's Bill Leeb[image: External link] is better known for founding ambient pop super-group Delerium[image: External link]. Other popular musical artists who made their mark from Vancouver include Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link], Bryan Adams[image: External link], Sarah McLachlan[image: External link], Heart[image: External link], Prism[image: External link], Trooper[image: External link], Chilliwack[image: External link], Payolas[image: External link], Moev[image: External link], Images in Vogue[image: External link], Michael Bublé[image: External link], Stef Lang[image: External link] and Spirit of the West[image: External link].[191]

Larger musical performances are usually held at venues such as Rogers Arena[image: External link], Queen Elizabeth Theatre[image: External link], BC Place Stadium[image: External link] or the Pacific Coliseum[image: External link], while smaller acts are held at places such as the Commodore Ballroom[image: External link], the Orpheum Theatre[image: External link] and the Vogue Theatre[image: External link]. The Vancouver Folk Music Festival[image: External link] and the Vancouver International Jazz Festival[image: External link] showcase music in their respective genres from around the world. Vancouver's Hong Kong Chinese population has produced several Cantopop[image: External link] stars across the Hong Kong entertainment industry. Similarly, various Indo-Canadian artists and actors have a profile in Bollywood[image: External link] or other aspects of India[image: External link]'s entertainment industry.

Vancouver has a vibrant nightlife scene, whether it be food and dining, or bars and nightclubs. The Granville Entertainment District[image: External link] has the city's highest concentration of bars and nightclubs with closing times of 3am, in addition to various after-hours clubs open until late morning on weekends. The street can attract large crowds on weekends and is closed to traffic on such nights. Gastown[image: External link] is also a popular area for nightlife with many upscale restaurants and nightclubs, as well as the Davie Village[image: External link] which is centre to the city's LGBT[image: External link] community.
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 Media




Main article: Media in Vancouver[image: External link]


Vancouver is a film and television production centre. Nicknamed Hollywood North[image: External link], a distinction it shares with Toronto,[192][193][194] the city has been used as a film making location for nearly a century, beginning with the Edison Manufacturing Company[image: External link].[195] In 2008 more than 260 productions were filmed in Vancouver.[non-primary source needed[image: External link]] In 2011 Vancouver slipped to fourth place overall at 1.19 billion, although the region still leads Canada in foreign production.[196][197]

A wide mix of local, national, and international newspapers are distributed in the city. The two major English-language[image: External link] daily newspapers are The Vancouver Sun[image: External link] and The Province[image: External link]. Also, there are two national newspapers distributed in the city, including The Globe and Mail[image: External link], which began publication of a "national edition" in B.C. in 1983 and recently expanded to include a three-page B.C. news section, and the National Post[image: External link] which centres on national news. Other local newspapers include 24H[image: External link] (a local free daily), the Vancouver franchise of the national free daily Metro[image: External link], the twice-a-week Vancouver Courier[image: External link], and the independent newspaper The Georgia Straight[image: External link]. Three Chinese language daily newspapers, Ming Pao[image: External link], Sing Tao[image: External link] and World Journal[image: External link] cater to the city's large Cantonese and Mandarin speaking population. A number of other local and international papers serve other multicultural groups in the Lower Mainland.

Some of the local television stations include CBC[image: External link], Citytv[image: External link], CTV[image: External link] and Global BC[image: External link]. OMNI British Columbia[image: External link] produces daily newscasts in Cantonese[image: External link], Mandarin[image: External link], Punjabi[image: External link] and Korean[image: External link], and weekly newscasts in Tagalog[image: External link], as well as programs aimed at other cultural groups. Fairchild Group[image: External link] also has two television stations: Fairchild TV[image: External link] and Talentvision[image: External link], serving Cantonese and Mandarin speaking audiences respectively.

Radio stations with news departments include CBC Radio One[image: External link], CKNW[image: External link] and News 1130[image: External link]. The Franco-Columbian[image: External link] community is served by Radio-Canada[image: External link] outlets CBUFT[image: External link] channel 26 (Télévision de Radio-Canada[image: External link]), CBUF-FM[image: External link] 97.7 (Première Chaîne[image: External link]) and CBUX-FM[image: External link] 90.9 (Espace musique[image: External link]). The multilingual South Asian community is served by Spice Radio on 1200 AM established in 2014.[198]

Media dominance is a frequently discussed issue in Vancouver as newspapers The Vancouver Sun, The Province, the Vancouver Courier and other local newspapers such as the Surrey Now, the Burnaby Now and the Richmond News, are all owned by Postmedia Network[image: External link].[199] The concentration of media ownership has spurred alternatives, making Vancouver a center for independent online media including The Tyee[image: External link], the Vancouver Observer[image: External link], and NowPublic[image: External link].,[200] as well as hyperlocal[image: External link] online media, like Vancouver Is Awesome,[201] which provide coverage of community events and local arts and culture.
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Vancouver[image: External link]


See also: List of roads in Vancouver[image: External link]


Vancouver's streetcar[image: External link] system began on 28 June 1890, and ran from the (first) Granville Street Bridge[image: External link] to Westminster Avenue (now Main Street[image: External link] and Kingsway[image: External link]). Less than a year later, the Westminster and Vancouver Tramway Company began operating Canada's first interurban line between the two cities (extended to Chilliwack[image: External link] in 1910). Another line (1902), the Vancouver and Lulu Island Railway, was leased by the Canadian Pacific Railway to the British Columbia Electric Railway in 1905 and ran from the Granville Street Bridge to Steveston[image: External link] via Kerrisdale[image: External link], which encouraged residential neighbourhoods outside the central core to develop.[202] From 1897 the British Columbia Electric Railway[image: External link] (BCER) became the company that operated the urban and interurban rail system[image: External link], until 1958, when its last vestiges were dismantled in favour of "trackless" trolley[image: External link] and gasoline/diesel buses[image: External link];[203] in that same year the BCER became the core of the newly created, publicly owned BC Hydro[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Vancouver currently has the second-largest trolleybus[image: External link] fleet in North America, after San Francisco[image: External link].[204]

Successive city councils in the 1970s and 1980s prohibited the construction of freeways as part of a long term plan.[205] As a result, the only major freeway within city limits is Highway 1[image: External link], which passes through the north-eastern corner of the city. While the number of cars in Vancouver proper has been steadily rising with population growth, the rate of car ownership and the average distance driven by daily commuters have fallen since the early 1990s.[206][207] Vancouver is the only major Canadian city with these trends. Despite the fact that the journey time per vehicle has increased by one-third and growing traffic mass, there are 7% fewer cars making trips into the downtown core.[206] In 2012, Vancouver had the worst traffic congestion in Canada and the second highest in North America, behind Los Angeles[image: External link].[208] As of 2013, Vancouver now has the worst traffic congestion in North America.[209] Residents have been more inclined to live in areas closer to their interests, or use more energy-efficient means of travel, such as mass transit and cycling. This is, in part, the result of a push by city planners for a solution to traffic problems and pro-environment campaigns. Transportation demand management[image: External link] policies have imposed restrictions on drivers making it more difficult and expensive to commute while introducing more benefits for non-drivers.[206]

TransLink[image: External link] is responsible for roads and public transportation within Metro Vancouver[image: External link] (in succession to B.C. Transit, which had taken over the transit functions of B.C. Hydro). It provides a bus service, including the B-Line[image: External link] rapid bus service, a foot passenger and bicycle ferry service (known as SeaBus[image: External link]), an automated rapid transit service called SkyTrain[image: External link], and West Coast Express[image: External link] commuter rail. Vancouver's SkyTrain system is currently running on three lines, the Millennium Line[image: External link], the Expo Line[image: External link] and the Canada Line[image: External link].[210]

Changes are being made to the regional transportation network as part of Translink's 10-Year Transportation Plan. The recently completed Canada Line[image: External link], opened on 17 August 2009, connects Vancouver International Airport[image: External link] and the neighbouring city of Richmond[image: External link] with the existing SkyTrain system. The Evergreen Extension[image: External link] which opened on 2 December 2016 links the cities of Coquitlam[image: External link] and Port Moody[image: External link] with the SkyTrain system.[211] There are also plans to extend the SkyTrain Millennium Line[image: External link] west to UBC[image: External link] as a subway under Broadway[image: External link] and capacity upgrades and an extension to the Expo Line[image: External link]. Several road projects will be completed within the next few years, including a replacement for the Port Mann Bridge[image: External link], as part of the Provincial Government's Gateway Program[image: External link].[210]

Other modes of transport add to the diversity of options available in Vancouver. Inter-city passenger rail service is operated from Pacific Central Station[image: External link] by Via Rail[image: External link] to points east, Amtrak Cascades[image: External link] to Seattle[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link], and Rocky Mountaineer[image: External link] rail tour routes. Small passenger ferries operating in False Creek provide commuter service to Granville Island, Downtown Vancouver and Kitsilano. Vancouver has a citywide network of bicycle lanes and routes, which supports an active population of cyclists year-round. Cycling has become Vancouver's fastest-growing mode of transportation.[212] The bicycle-sharing system[image: External link] Mobi[image: External link] was introduced to the city in June 2016.[213]

Vancouver is served by Vancouver International Airport[image: External link] (YVR), located on Sea Island[image: External link] in the city of Richmond, immediately south of Vancouver. Vancouver's airport is Canada's second-busiest airport,[214] and the second-largest gateway on the west coast of North America for international passengers.[215] HeliJet[image: External link] and float plane[image: External link] companies operate scheduled air service from Vancouver harbour and YVR south terminal. The city is also served by two BC Ferry[image: External link] terminals. One is to the northwest at Horseshoe Bay[image: External link] (in West Vancouver[image: External link]), and the other is to the south, at Tsawwassen[image: External link] (in Delta[image: External link]).[216]
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 Sports and recreation




Main article: Sports in Vancouver[image: External link]


The mild climate of the city and proximity to ocean, mountains, rivers and lakes make the area a popular destination for outdoor recreation. Vancouver has over 1,298 hectares (3,210 acres) of parks, of which, Stanley Park[image: External link], at 404 hectares (1,000 acres), is the largest.[217] The city has several large beaches, many adjacent to one another, extending from the shoreline of Stanley Park around False Creek to the south side of English Bay, from Kitsilano to the University Endowment Lands[image: External link], (which also has beaches that are not part of the city proper). The 18 kilometres (11 mi) of beaches include Second and Third Beaches in Stanley Park, English Bay (First Beach), Sunset, Kitsilano Beach[image: External link], Jericho, Locarno, Spanish Banks[image: External link], Spanish Banks Extension, Spanish Banks West, and Wreck Beach[image: External link]. There is also a freshwater beach at Trout Lake in John Hendry Park[image: External link]. The coastline provides for many types of water sport, and the city is a popular destination for boating enthusiasts.[218]

Within a 20- to 30-minute drive from downtown Vancouver are the North Shore Mountains[image: External link], with three ski areas: Cypress Mountain[image: External link], Grouse Mountain[image: External link], and Mount Seymour[image: External link]. Mountain bikers[image: External link] have created world-renowned trails across the North Shore. The Capilano River[image: External link], Lynn Creek and Seymour River, also on the North Shore, provide opportunities to whitewater[image: External link] enthusiasts during periods of rain and spring melt, though the canyons of those rivers are more utilized for hiking and swimming than whitewater.[219]

Running races include the Vancouver Sun Run[image: External link] (a 10 km (6.2 mi) race) every April; the Vancouver Marathon[image: External link], held every May; and the Scotiabank Vancouver Half-Marathon held every June. The Grouse Grind[image: External link] is a 2.9-kilometre (1.8 mi) climb up Grouse Mountain[image: External link] open throughout the summer and fall months, including the annual Grouse Grind Mountain Run. Hiking trails include the Baden-Powell Trail[image: External link], an arduous 42-kilometre (26 mi) long hike from West Vancouver[image: External link]'s Horseshoe Bay[image: External link] to Deep Cove[image: External link] in the District of North Vancouver[image: External link].[220]

Vancouver is also home to notable cycling races[image: External link]. Most summers since 1973, the Global Relay Gastown Grand Prix[image: External link] has been held on the cobblestone streets of Gastown[image: External link]. This race and the UBC Grand Prix are part of BC Superweek, an annual series of professional cycling races in Metro Vancouver.

In 2009, Metro Vancouver hosted the World Police and Fire Games[image: External link]. Swangard Stadium[image: External link], in the neighbouring city of Burnaby[image: External link], hosted games for the 2007 FIFA U-20 World Cup[image: External link].[13][221]

Vancouver, along with Whistler and Richmond, was the host city for the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] and the 2010 Winter Paralympics[image: External link]. On 12 June 2010, it played host to Ultimate Fighting Championship 115[image: External link] (UFC 115) which was the fourth UFC[image: External link] event to be held in Canada (and the first outside Montreal[image: External link]).

In 2011, Vancouver hosted the Grey Cup[image: External link], the Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL) championship game which is awarded every year to a different city which has a CFL team. The BC Titans[image: External link] of the International Basketball League[image: External link] played their inaugural season in 2009, with home games at the Langley Event Centre[image: External link].[222] Vancouver is a centre for the fast-growing sport of Ultimate[image: External link]. During the summer of 2008 Vancouver hosted the World Ultimate Championships.[223]

The National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) came to town in the form of the Vancouver Grizzlies[image: External link] in 1995. They played their games at Rogers Arena[image: External link]. After 6 years in Vancouver, the team relocated to Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] in 2001.

In 2015, Vancouver was one of six venues for the 2015 FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] and hosted the Final game[image: External link] between the United States and Japan.

Vancouver has an adult obesity[image: External link] rate of 12% compared to the Canadian average[image: External link] of 23%. 51.8% of Vancouverites are overweight[image: External link], making it the fourth thinnest city in Canada after Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link], and Halifax[image: External link].[224][225]
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 Current professional teams






	Professional Team
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Established
	Championships



	BC Lions[image: External link]
	Canadian Football League[image: External link] (CFL)
	Football[image: External link]
	BC Place[image: External link]
	1954
	6



	Vancouver Canucks[image: External link]
	National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL)
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Rogers Arena[image: External link]
	1970

(1945: PCHL[image: External link])
	0 (6 in previous leagues)



	Vancouver Whitecaps FC[image: External link]
	Major League Soccer[image: External link] (MLS)
	Soccer[image: External link]
	BC Place[image: External link]
	2009

(1974: NASL[image: External link])
	0 (7 in previous leagues)



	Vancouver Whitecaps FC2[image: External link]
	United Soccer League[image: External link] (USL)
	Soccer[image: External link]
	Thunderbird Stadium[image: External link]
	2014
	0



	Vancouver Canadians[image: External link]
	Northwest League[image: External link]

(NWL)
	Baseball[image: External link]
	Nat Bailey Stadium[image: External link]
	2000
	3



	Vancouver Giants[image: External link]
	Western Hockey League[image: External link] (WHL)
	Ice hockey[image: External link]
	Langley Events Centre[image: External link]
	2001
	1



	Vancouver Stealth[image: External link]
	National Lacrosse League[image: External link] (NLL)
	Lacrosse[image: External link]
	Langley Events Centre[image: External link]
	2014
	1 (in 2010, as the Washington Stealth)
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




The City of Vancouver was one of the first cities in Canada to enter into an international sister cities[image: External link] arrangement.[226] Special arrangements for cultural, social and economic benefits have been created with these sister cities.[61][227][228]



	State
	Municipality
	Year



	Ukraine[image: External link]
	
Odessa[image: External link][229]

	1944



	Japan[image: External link]
	
Yokohama[image: External link][229]

	1965



	United Kingdom[image: External link]
	
Edinburgh[image: External link][229]

	1978



	China[image: External link]
	
Guangzhou[image: External link][229]

	1985



	United States[image: External link]
	
Los Angeles[image: External link][229]

	1986
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 Sustainability




The city of Vancouver has taken a number of steps to become a sustainable city. Ninety-three percent of the electricity used in Vancouver is generated using sustainable resources such as hydroelectric power. The city is also actively working towards becoming a greener city. The City of Vancouver has crafted an action plan of goals it has set to meet by 2020, including reducing greenhouse gas emissions, encouraging the growth of green jobs and businesses, requiring green construction, and reducing waste.[230]
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 Greenest City Initiative




The Greenest City action plan (GCAP)[image: External link] is a City of Vancouver urban sustainability initiative. Its primary mission is to ensure that Vancouver becomes the greenest city in the world by the year 2020.[1] The GCAP originated based on the 2009 work of the Greenest City Action Team, a committee co-chaired by Vancouver mayor Gregor Robertson. The GCAP was approved by Vancouver city council in July 2011.[1]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Vancouver[image: External link]
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 See also





	East Vancouver[image: External link]

	Vancouver Fire and Rescue Services[image: External link]

	Gentrification of Vancouver[image: External link]

	Leaky condo crisis[image: External link]

	History of Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh longshoremen, 1863–1963[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ 1981–2010 normals are for Vancouver International Airport, while extreme high and low temperatures are from Vancouver PMO (October 1898 to May 1945),[76] and Vancouver International Airport (January 1937 to present).[77]
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British Columbia






British Columbia (BC) is the westernmost province[image: External link] of Canada[image: External link], with a population of more than four million people located between the Pacific Ocean and the Rocky Mountains. British Columbia is also a component of the Pacific Northwest[image: External link] and the Cascadia bioregion[image: External link], along with the U.S. states[image: External link] of Idaho[image: External link], Oregon[image: External link], Washington[image: External link], Alaska[image: External link], and western Montana[image: External link].[5][6]

The first British settlement in the area was Fort Victoria[image: External link], established in 1843, which gave rise to the city of Victoria[image: External link], at first the capital of the separate Colony of Vancouver Island[image: External link]. Subsequently, on the mainland, the Colony of British Columbia (1858–66)[image: External link] was founded by Richard Clement Moody[image: External link][7] and the Royal Engineers, Columbia Detachment[image: External link], in response to the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush[image: External link]. Moody was Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for the Colony and the first Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia[image: External link]: he was hand-picked by the Colonial Office[image: External link] in London to transform British Columbia into the British Empire's "bulwark in the farthest west",[8] and "to found a second England on the shores of the Pacific".[9] Moody selected the site for and founded the original capital of British Columbia, New Westminster[image: External link], established the Cariboo Road[image: External link] and Stanley Park[image: External link],[10] and designed the first version of the Coat of arms of British Columbia[image: External link].[11] Port Moody[image: External link] is named after him.[12]

In 1866, Vancouver Island became part of the colony of British Columbia, and Victoria became the united colony's capital. In 1871, British Columbia became the sixth province of Canada. Its Latin[image: External link] motto is Splendor sine occasu ("Splendour without Diminishment").

The capital of British Columbia remains Victoria[image: External link], the fifteenth-largest metropolitan region[image: External link] in Canada, named for the Queen[image: External link] who created the original European colonies. The largest city is Vancouver, the third-largest metropolitan area[image: External link] in Canada, the largest in Western Canada[image: External link], and the third-largest in the Pacific Northwest[image: External link]. In October 2013, British Columbia had an estimated population of 4,606,371 (about 2.5 million of whom were in Greater Vancouver[image: External link]).[13] The province is currently governed by the BC Liberal Party[image: External link], led by Premier[image: External link] Christy Clark[image: External link], who became leader as a result of a leadership convention vote[image: External link] on February 26, 2011, and who led her party to an election victory on May 14, 2013.

British Columbia evolved from British possessions that were established in what is now British Columbia by 1871. First Nations[image: External link], the original inhabitants of the land, have a history of at least 10,000 years in the area. Today there are few treaties and the question of Aboriginal Title, long ignored, has become a legal and political question of frequent debate as a result of recent court actions. Notably, the Tsilhqot'in[image: External link] Nation has established Aboriginal title to a portion of their territory, as a result of the recent Supreme Court of Canada decision (William [Tsilhqot'in Nation] v. British Columbia).

BC's economy is diverse, with service producing industries accounting for the largest portion of the province's GDP.[14] It is the endpoint of transcontinental railways, and the site of major Pacific ports that enable international trade. Though less than 5% of its vast 944,735 km2 (364,764 sq mi) land is arable[image: External link], the province is agriculturally rich (particularly in the Fraser[image: External link] and Okanagan[image: External link] valleys), because of milder weather near the coast and in certain sheltered southern valleys. Its climate encourages outdoor recreation[image: External link] and tourism[image: External link], though its economic mainstay has long been resource extraction[image: External link], principally logging, farming, and mining. Vancouver, the province's largest city and metropolitan area, also serves as the headquarters of many western-based natural resource companies. It also benefits from a strong housing market and a per capita income well above the national average. While the coast of British Columbia and certain valleys in the south-central part of the province have mild weather, the majority of its land mass experiences a cold-winter-temperate climate similar to that of the rest of Canada. The Northern Interior[image: External link] region has a subarctic climate[image: External link] with very cold winters. The climate of Vancouver is by far the mildest winter climate of the major Canadian cities, with nighttime January temperatures averaging above the freezing point.[15]
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 Etymology




The province's name was chosen by Queen Victoria[image: External link], when the Colony of British Columbia[image: External link], i.e., "the Mainland", became a British colony in 1858.[16] It refers to the Columbia District[image: External link], the British name for the territory drained by the Columbia River[image: External link], in southeastern British Columbia, which was the namesake of the pre-Oregon Treaty[image: External link] Columbia Department[image: External link] of the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link]. Queen Victoria chose British Columbia to distinguish what was the British sector of the Columbia District from that of the United States ("American Columbia" or "Southern Columbia"), which became the Oregon Territory[image: External link] on August 8, 1848, as a result of the treaty.[17]

Ultimately, the name "Columbia" is derived from the "Columbia Rediviva[image: External link]", an American ship which lent its name to the Columbia River[image: External link] and later the wider region.[18]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of British Columbia[image: External link]


British Columbia is bordered by the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] on the west side, by the American state of Alaska[image: External link] to the northwest and parts of the west, on the north by Yukon[image: External link] and the Northwest Territories[image: External link], on the east by the province of Alberta[image: External link], and on the south by the states of Washington[image: External link], Idaho[image: External link], and Montana[image: External link]. The current southern border of British Columbia[image: External link] was established by the 1846 Oregon Treaty, although its history is tied with lands as far south as California[image: External link]. British Columbia's land area is 944,735 square kilometres (364,800 sq mi). British Columbia's rugged coastline[image: External link] stretches for more than 27,000 kilometres (17,000 mi), and includes deep, mountainous fjords and about 6,000 islands, most of which are uninhabited. It is the only province in Canada[image: External link] that borders the Pacific Ocean[image: External link].

British Columbia's capital is Victoria[image: External link], located at the southeastern tip of Vancouver Island[image: External link]. Only a narrow strip of the Island, from Campbell River[image: External link] to Victoria, is significantly populated. Much of the western part of Vancouver Island and the rest of the coast is covered by thick, tall and sometimes impenetrable temperate rainforest[image: External link]. The province's most populous city is Vancouver, which is located at the confluence of the Fraser River[image: External link] and Georgia Strait[image: External link], in the southwest corner of the mainland (an area often called the Lower Mainland[image: External link]). By land area, Abbotsford[image: External link] is the largest city. Vanderhoof[image: External link] is near the geographic centre of the province.[19]

The Coast Mountains[image: External link] and the Inside Passage[image: External link]'s many inlets[image: External link] provide some of British Columbia's renowned and spectacular scenery, which forms the backdrop and context for a growing outdoor adventure and ecotourism[image: External link] industry. Seventy-five percent of the province is mountainous (more than 1,000 metres (3,300 ft) above sea level[image: External link]); 60% is forested; and only about 5% is arable.

The province's mainland away from the coastal regions is somewhat moderated by the Pacific Ocean. Terrain ranges from dry inland forests and semi-arid[image: External link] in numerous valleys, to the range and canyon districts of the Central and Southern Interior[image: External link], to boreal forest and subarctic prairie in the Northern Interior[image: External link].

The Okanagan area[image: External link], extending from near Vernon[image: External link] to Osoyoos[image: External link], at the United States border, is one of several wine- and cider[image: External link]-producing regions in Canada. Other wine regions in British Columbia include the Cowichan Valley[image: External link] on Vancouver Island and the Fraser Valley[image: External link].

The Southern Interior cities of Kamloops[image: External link] and Penticton[image: External link] have some of the warmest and longest summer climates in Canada, although their temperatures can be exceeded north of the Fraser Canyon[image: External link], close to the confluence of the Fraser and Thompson[image: External link] rivers, where the terrain is rugged and covered with desert-type flora. Semi-desert grassland is found in large areas of the Interior Plateau[image: External link], with land uses ranging from ranching at lower altitudes to forestry at higher ones.

The northern, mostly mountainous two-thirds of the province are largely unpopulated and undeveloped, except for the area east of the Rockies[image: External link], where the Peace River District[image: External link], in the northeast of the province, contains BC's portion of the Canadian Prairies[image: External link], centred at Dawson Creek[image: External link].
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 Climate




With origins from the Kuroshio Current[image: External link] (also known as the Japan Current) which merges into the North Pacific Ocean drift current giving coastal southern British Columbia its mild, rainy oceanic climate, some far southern parts of which are warm-summer Mediterranean. Due to the blocking presence of successive mountain ranges, the climate of the interior of the province is semi-arid with certain locations receiving less than 250 mm (10") in annual precipitation. The annual mean temperature in the most populated areas of the province is up to 12 °C (54 °F), the mildest anywhere in Canada.

The valleys of the Southern Interior have short winters with only brief bouts of cold or infrequent heavy snow, while those in the Cariboo[image: External link], in the Central Interior[image: External link], are colder because of increased altitude and latitude, but without the intensity or duration experienced at similar latitudes elsewhere in Canada. For example, the average daily low in Prince George[image: External link] (roughly located in the middle of the province) in January is −12 °C (10 °F).[20] Heavy snowfall occurs in all elevated mountainous terrain providing bases for skiers in both south and central BC.

Winters are generally severe in the Northern Interior, but even there milder air can penetrate far inland. The coldest temperature in British Columbia was recorded in Smith River[image: External link], where it dropped to −58.9 °C (−74 °F) on 31 January 1947,[21] one of the coldest readings recorded anywhere in North America. Atlin[image: External link] in the province's far northwest, along with the adjoining Southern Lakes region of Yukon[image: External link], get midwinter thaws caused by the Chinook[image: External link] effect, which is also common (and much warmer) in more southerly parts of the Interior.

During winter, on the coast, rainfall, sometimes relentless heavy rain, dominates because of consistent barrages of cyclonic low-pressure systems from the North Pacific. Average snowfall on the coast during an average winter is between 25–50 cm (9.8–19.7 in), but on occasion (and not every winter) heavy snowfalls with more than 20 cm (7.9 in) and well below freezing temperatures arrive when modified arctic air reaches coastal areas, typically for short periods, and can take temperatures below −10 °C (14 °F) even at sea level and arctic outflow winds can make wind chill temperatures at or even below −17.8 °C (0.0 °F) for a couple of mornings. While winters are very wet, coastal areas are generally milder and dry during summer under the influence of stable anti-cyclonic high pressure. Southern Interior valleys are hot in summer; for example in Osoyoos[image: External link] the July maximum temperature averages 31.7 °C (89 °F) the hottest month of any place in Canada, this hot weather sometimes spreads towards the coast or to the far north of the province. Temperatures often exceed 40 °C (104 °F) in the lower elevations of valleys in the Interior during mid-summer, with the record high of 44.4 °C (111.9 °F) being held in Lytton[image: External link] on July 16, 1941.[22]

The extended summer dryness often creates conditions that spark forest fires, from dry-lightning or man-made causes. Many areas of the province are often covered by a blanket of heavy cloud and low fog during the winter months, in contrast to abundant summer sunshine. Annual sunshine hours vary from 2200 near Cranbrook and Victoria to less than 1300 in Prince Rupert[image: External link], located on the North Coast[image: External link], just south of the Alaska Panhandle[image: External link].

The exception to British Columbia's wet and cloudy winters is El Niño. During this phase, the jet stream is much further south across North America, therefore winters are milder and drier than normal. Winters are much wetter and cooler under the opposite phase, La Niña.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in British Columbia



	Municipality
	January
	April
	July
	October



	Prince Rupert[image: External link]
	5.6 °C (42.1 °F)/ −0.8 °C (30.6 °F)
	10.2 °C (50.4 °F)/ 2.5 °C (36.5 °F)
	16.2 °C (61.2 °F)/ 10.5 °C (50.9 °F)
	11.1 °C (52.0 °F)/ 4.9 °C (40.8 °F)



	Tofino
	8.3 °C (46.9 °F)/ 2.3 °C (36.1 °F)
	11.9 °C (53.4 °F)/ 4.0 °C (39.2 °F)
	18.9 °C (66.0 °F)/ 10.5 °C (50.9 °F)
	13.6 °C (56.5 °F)/ 6.3 °C (43.3 °F)



	Nanaimo[image: External link]
	6.9 °C (44.4 °F)/ 0.1 °C (32.2 °F)
	14.1 °C (57.4 °F)/ 3.9 °C (39.0 °F)
	23.9 °C (75.0 °F)/ 12.3 °C (54.1 °F)
	14.6 °C (58.3 °F)/ 5.2 °C (41.4 °F)



	Victoria[image: External link]
	7.6 °C (45.7 °F)/ 1.5 °C (34.7 °F)
	13.6 °C (56.5 °F)/ 4.3 °C (39.7 °F)
	22.4 °C (72.3 °F)/ 11.3 °C (52.3 °F)
	14.2 °C (57.6 °F)/ 5.7 °C (42.3 °F)



	Vancouver
	6.9 °C (44.4 °F)/ 1.4 °C (34.5 °F)
	13.2 °C (55.8 °F)/ 5.6 °C (42.1 °F)
	22.2 °C (72.0 °F)/ 13.7 °C (56.7 °F)
	13.5 °C (56.3 °F)/ 7.0 °C (44.6 °F)



	Chilliwack[image: External link]
	6.1 °C (43.0 °F)/ 0.4 °C (32.7 °F)
	15.8 °C (60.4 °F)/ 5.2 °C (41.4 °F)
	25.0 °C (77.0 °F)/ 12.5 °C (54.5 °F)
	15.3 °C (59.5 °F)/ 6.4 °C (43.5 °F)



	Penticton[image: External link]
	1.8 °C (35.2 °F)/ −3.0 °C (26.6 °F)
	15.7 °C (60.3 °F)/ 2.5 °C (36.5 °F)
	28.7 °C (83.7 °F)/ 13.3 °C (55.9 °F)
	14.3 °C (57.7 °F)/ 3.2 °C (37.8 °F)



	Kamloops[image: External link]
	0.4 °C (32.7 °F)/ −5.9 °C (21.4 °F)
	16.6 °C (61.9 °F)/ 3.2 °C (37.8 °F)
	28.9 °C (84.0 °F)/ 14.2 °C (57.6 °F)
	13.7 °C (56.7 °F)/ 3.3 °C (37.9 °F)



	Osoyoos[image: External link]
	2.0 °C (35.6 °F)/ −3.8 °C (25.2 °F)
	18.1 °C (64.6 °F)/ 3.6 °C (38.5 °F)
	31.5 °C (88.7 °F)/ 14.3 °C (57.7 °F)
	16.4 °C (61.5 °F)/ 3.5 °C (38.3 °F)



	Cranbrook[image: External link]
	−1.9 °C (28.6 °F)/ −10.2 °C (13.6 °F)
	12.9 °C (55.2 °F)/ 0.3 °C (32.5 °F)
	26.2 °C (79.2 °F)/ 11.2 °C (52.2 °F)
	11.7 °C (53.1 °F)/ −0.3 °C (31.5 °F)



	Prince George[image: External link]
	−4.0 °C (24.8 °F)/ −11.7 °C (10.9 °F)
	11.2 °C (52.2 °F)/ −1.1 °C (30.0 °F)
	22.4 °C (72.3 °F)/ 9.1 °C (48.4 °F)
	9.4 °C (48.9 °F)/ −0.5 °C (31.1 °F)



	Fort Nelson[image: External link]
	−16.1 °C (3.0 °F)/ −24.6 °C (−12.3 °F)
	9.6 °C (49.3 °F)/ −3.6 °C (25.5 °F)
	23.2 °C (73.8 °F)/ 10.9 °C (51.6 °F)
	5.2 °C (41.4 °F)/ −4.2 °C (24.4 °F)





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Parks and protected areas




Main articles: List of protected areas of British Columbia[image: External link] and List of British Columbia Provincial Parks[image: External link]


There are 14 designations of parks and protected areas in the province that reflect the different administration and creation of these areas in a modern context. There are 141 ecological Reserves, 35 provincial marine parks, 7 Provincial Heritage Sites, 6 National Historic Sites of Canada[image: External link], 4 National Parks[image: External link] and 3 National Park Reserves. 12.5% (114,000 km2 (44,000 sq mi)) of British Columbia is currently considered protected under one of the 14 different designations that includes over 800 distinct areas.

British Columbia contains seven of Canada's national parks[image: External link]:


	Glacier National Park[image: External link]

	Gulf Islands National Park Reserve[image: External link]

	Gwaii Haanas National Park Reserve and Haida Heritage Site[image: External link]

	Kootenay National Park[image: External link]

	Mount Revelstoke National Park[image: External link]

	Pacific Rim National Park Reserve[image: External link]

	Yoho National Park[image: External link]



British Columbia also contains a large network of provincial parks[image: External link], run by BC Parks, under the aegis of the Ministry of Environment. British Columbia's provincial parks system is the second largest parks system in Canada (the largest is Canada's National Parks system).

Another tier of parks in British Columbia are regional parks[image: External link], which are maintained and run by regional districts[image: External link].

In addition to these areas, over 47,000 km2 (18,000 sq mi) of arable land[image: External link] are protected by the Agricultural Land Reserve[image: External link].
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 Fauna




Much of the province is wild or semi-wild, so that populations of many mammalian species that have become rare in much of the United States still flourish in British Columbia. Watching animals of various sorts, including a very wide range of birds, has also long been popular. Bears ( grizzly[image: External link], black[image: External link], and the Kermode bear[image: External link] or spirit bear—found only in British Columbia) live here, as do deer[image: External link], elk[image: External link], moose[image: External link], caribou[image: External link], big-horn sheep[image: External link], mountain goats[image: External link], marmots[image: External link], beavers[image: External link], muskrats[image: External link], coyotes[image: External link], wolves[image: External link], mustelids[image: External link] (such as wolverines[image: External link], badgers[image: External link] and fishers[image: External link]), cougars[image: External link], eagles[image: External link], ospreys[image: External link], herons[image: External link], Canada geese[image: External link], swans[image: External link], loons[image: External link], hawks[image: External link], owls[image: External link], ravens[image: External link], harlequin ducks[image: External link], and many other sorts of ducks. Smaller birds ( robins[image: External link], jays[image: External link], grosbeaks[image: External link], chickadees[image: External link], and so on) also abound. Murrelets are known from Frederick Island, a small islands off the coast of Queen Charlotte's Islands.[24]

Healthy populations of many sorts of fish are found in the waters (including salmonids[image: External link] such as several species of salmon[image: External link], trout[image: External link], char[image: External link], and so on). Besides salmon and trout, sport-fishers in BC also catch halibut[image: External link], steelhead[image: External link], bass[image: External link], and sturgeon[image: External link]. On the coastlines, harbour seals[image: External link] and river otters[image: External link] are common. Cetacean[image: External link] species native to the coast include the orca[image: External link], grey whale[image: External link], harbour porpoise[image: External link], Dall's Porpoise[image: External link], Pacific white-sided dolphin[image: External link] and minke whale[image: External link].

British Columbian introduced species include: common dandelion[image: External link], ring-necked pheasant[image: External link], Pacific oyster[image: External link], brown trout[image: External link], black slug[image: External link], European starling[image: External link], cowbird[image: External link], knapweed[image: External link], bullfrog[image: External link], purple loosestrife[image: External link], Scotch broom[image: External link], Himalayan blackberry[image: External link], European earwig[image: External link], tent caterpillar[image: External link], sowbug[image: External link], grey squirrel[image: External link], Asian longhorn beetle[image: External link], English ivy[image: External link], fallow deer[image: External link], thistle[image: External link], gorse[image: External link], Norway rat[image: External link], crested mynah[image: External link], and Asian or European gypsy moth[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Some endangered species in British Columbia are: Vancouver Island marmot[image: External link], spotted owl[image: External link], American white pelican[image: External link], and badgers.



	Type of organism
	Red-listed species in BC
	Total number of species in BC



	Freshwater fish
	24
	80



	Amphibians
	5
	19



	Reptiles
	6
	16



	Birds
	34
	465



	Terrestrial mammals
	Requires new data
	Requires new data



	Marine mammals
	3
	29



	Plants
	257
	2333



	Butterflies
	19
	187



	Dragonflies
	9
	87




As of 2001[25]
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 Forests




White spruce or Engelmann spruce[image: External link] and their hybrids occur in 12 of the 14 biogeoclimatic zones[image: External link] of British Columbia (Coates et al. 1994).[26] Some common types of trees that grow wild in BC's forests are varieties of pine, fir, cedar, birch, hemlock, maple, and spruce.
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 Traditional plant foods




Main article: Wild and medicinal plants of British Columbia[image: External link]


Plant foods traditionally contributed only a part of the total food intake of coastal First Nations[image: External link] peoples of British Columbia, though they contributed to most of the material good produced. Among the plant foods used, berries, some roots (for example the Camas Lily – part of the Camassia[image: External link] family), cambium noodles (inner bark of hemlock[image: External link]), and seaweeds were (and to an extent still are) important. Animal products were traditionally far more important than plant foods in terms of quantity consumed; however, the huge nutritional diversity provided by native plants of BC largely contributes to the health of First Nations peoples of British Columbia. (Before colonization[image: External link], British Columbia had the densest aboriginal population of any region in what is now called Canada.)[27]
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 Ecozones




Environment Canada[image: External link] subdivides British Columbia into six ecozones[image: External link]:


	Pacific Marine[image: External link]

	Pacific Maritime[image: External link]

	Boreal Cordillera[image: External link]

	Montane Cordillera[image: External link]

	Taiga Plains[image: External link]

	
Boreal Plains Ecozones[image: External link].
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 History




Main article: History of British Columbia[image: External link]
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 First Nations (Aboriginal) history




Main articles: Indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest Coast[image: External link], Indigenous peoples of the Northwest Plateau[image: External link], and The Canadian Crown and Aboriginal peoples[image: External link]


The area that is now known as British Columbia is home to First Nations[image: External link] groups that have a deep history with a significant percentage of indigenous languages. There are more than 200 First Nations in BC. Prior to contact (with non-Aboriginal people), human history is known from archaeological investigations, an oral history of First Nations groups, and from early records from explorers encountering societies early in the period.

The arrival of Paleoindians[image: External link] from Beringia[image: External link] took place between 20,000 and 12,000 years ago.[28] Hunter gatherer[image: External link] families were the main social structure from 10,000 to 5,000 years ago.[29] The nomadic population lived in non-permanent structures foraging for nuts, berries and edible roots while hunting and trapping larger and small game for food and furs.[29] Around 5,000 years ago individual groups started to focus on resources available to them locally. Thus with the passage of time there is a pattern of increasing regional generalization with a more sedentary lifestyle[image: External link].[29] Theses indigenous populations evolved over the next 5,000 years across a large area into many different groups with shared traditions and customs.

To the northwest of the province are the peoples of the Na-Dene languages[image: External link], which include the Athapaskan-speaking peoples[image: External link] and the Tlingit[image: External link], who lived on the islands of southern Alaska and northern British Columbia. The Na-Dene language group is believed to be linked to the Yeniseian languages[image: External link] of Siberia.[30] The Dene[image: External link] of the western Arctic may represent a distinct wave of migration from Asia to North America.[30] The Interior of British Columbia[image: External link] was home to the Salishan language[image: External link] groups such as the Shuswap (Secwepemc)[image: External link], Okanagan[image: External link] and Athabaskan language groups, primarily the Dakelh[image: External link] (Carrier) and the Tsilhqot'in[image: External link].[31] The inlets and valleys of the British Columbia Coast[image: External link] sheltered large, distinctive populations, such as the Haida[image: External link], Kwakwaka'wakw[image: External link] and Nuu-chah-nulth[image: External link], sustained by the region's abundant salmon and shellfish.[31] These peoples developed complex cultures[image: External link] dependent on the western red cedar[image: External link] that included wooden houses, seagoing whaling and war canoes and elaborately carved potlatch[image: External link] items and totem poles[image: External link].[31]

Contact with Europeans brought a series of devastating epidemics of diseases from Europe that the people had no immunity to.[32] The result was a dramatic population collapse, culminating in the 1862 Smallpox outbreak in Victoria that spread throughout the coast. European settlement did not bode well for the remaining native population of British Columbia. Colonial officials deemed that colonists could make better use of the land than the First Nations people, and thus the land territory be owned by the colonists.[33] To ensure colonists would be able to settle properly and make use of the land, natives were relocated onto reserves, which were often too small to support their way of life.[34] By the 1930s, over 1500 reserves were located within British Columbia.[35]
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 Fur trade and colonial era




The British, during the colonial period, spread across the world claiming territories and building the British Empire[image: External link]. Lands now known as British Columbia were added to the empire during the 19th century. Originally established under the auspices of the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link], colonies were established (Vancouver Island, the mainland) that were amalgamated, then entered Confederation as British Columbia in 1871 as part of the Dominion of Canada.

During the 1770s, smallpox[image: External link] killed at least 30% of the Pacific Northwest First Nations[image: External link].[36] This devastating epidemic was the first in a series; the Great Smallpox Epidemic of 1862 killed 50% of the native population.[37]

The arrival of Europeans began around the mid-18th century, as fur traders[image: External link] entered the area to harvest sea otters[image: External link]. While it is thought that Sir Francis Drake[image: External link] may have explored the British Columbian coast in 1579, it was Juan Pérez[image: External link] who completed the first documented voyage, which took place in 1774. Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra[image: External link] explored the coast in 1775. In doing so, Pérez and Quadra reasserted the Spanish[image: External link] claim for the Pacific coast[image: External link], first made by Vasco Núñez de Balboa[image: External link] in 1513.

The explorations of James Cook[image: External link] in 1778 and George Vancouver[image: External link] in 1792–93 established British jurisdiction over the coastal area north and west of the Columbia River. In 1793, Sir Alexander Mackenzie[image: External link] was the first European to journey across North America overland to the Pacific Ocean, inscribing a stone marking his accomplishment on the shoreline of Dean Channel[image: External link] near Bella Coola[image: External link]. His expedition theoretically established British sovereignty inland, and a succession of other fur company explorers charted the maze of rivers and mountain ranges between the Canadian Prairies and the Pacific. Mackenzie and other explorers—notably John Finlay[image: External link], Simon Fraser[image: External link], Samuel Black[image: External link], and David Thompson[image: External link]—were primarily concerned with extending the fur trade[image: External link], rather than political considerations. In 1794, by the third of a series of agreements known as the Nootka Conventions[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] conceded its claims of exclusivity in the Pacific. This opened the way for formal claims and colonization by other powers, including Britain, but because of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], there was little British action on its claims in the region until later.

The establishment of trading posts[image: External link] under the auspices of the North West Company[image: External link] and the Hudson's Bay Company (HBC), effectively established a permanent British presence in the region. The Columbia District was broadly defined as being south of 54°40 north latitude, (the southern limit of Russian America[image: External link]), north of Mexican-controlled California, and west of the Rocky Mountains[image: External link]. It was, by the Anglo-American Convention of 1818[image: External link], under the "joint occupancy and use" of citizens of the United States and subjects of Britain (which is to say, the fur companies). This co-occupancy was ended with the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] of 1846.

The major supply route was the York Factory Express[image: External link] between Hudson Bay[image: External link] and Fort Vancouver[image: External link]. Some of the early outposts grew into settlements, communities, and cities. Among the places in British Columbia that began as fur trading posts are Fort St. John (established 1794); Hudson's Hope[image: External link] (1805); Fort Nelson[image: External link] (1805); Fort St. James[image: External link] (1806); Prince George[image: External link] (1807); Kamloops (1812); Fort Langley[image: External link] (1827); Fort Victoria[image: External link] (1843); Yale[image: External link] (1848); and Nanaimo (1853). Fur company posts that became cities in what is now the United States include Vancouver, Washington[image: External link] (Fort Vancouver[image: External link]), formerly the "capital" of Hudson's Bay operations in the Columbia District, Colville, Washington[image: External link] and Walla Walla, Washington[image: External link] (old Fort Nez Percés[image: External link]).

With the amalgamation of the two fur trading companies in 1821, the region now comprising British Columbia existed in three fur trading departments. The bulk of the central and northern interior was organized into the New Caledonia[image: External link] district, administered from Fort St. James. The interior south of the Thompson River[image: External link] watershed[image: External link] and north of the Columbia was organized into the Columbia District, administered from Fort Vancouver on the lower Columbia River. The northeast corner of the province east of the Rockies, known as the Peace River Block, was attached to the much larger Athabasca District[image: External link], headquartered in Fort Chipewyan[image: External link], in present-day Alberta.

Until 1849, these districts were a wholly unorganized area of British North America[image: External link] under the de facto[image: External link] jurisdiction of HBC administrators. Unlike Rupert's Land[image: External link] to the north and east, however, the territory was not a concession to the company. Rather, it was simply granted a monopoly to trade with the First Nations inhabitants. All that was changed with the westward extension of American exploration and the concomitant overlapping claims of territorial sovereignty, especially in the southern Columbia basin[image: External link] (within present day Washington and Oregon[image: External link]). In 1846, the Oregon Treaty divided the territory along the 49th parallel[image: External link] to the Strait of Georgia[image: External link], with the area south of this boundary (excluding Vancouver Island and the Gulf Islands[image: External link]) transferred to sole American sovereignty. The Colony of Vancouver Island[image: External link] was created in 1849, with Victoria designated as the capital. New Caledonia, as the whole of the mainland rather than just its north-central Interior came to be called, continued to be an unorganized territory of British North America, "administered" by individual HBC trading post managers.
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 Colony of British Columbia (1858–66)




Main article: Colony of British Columbia (1858–66)[image: External link]


Main article: Richard Clement Moody[image: External link]


With the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush[image: External link] in 1858, an influx of Americans into New Caledonia prompted the colonial office[image: External link] to designate the mainland as the Colony of British Columbia. When news of the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush[image: External link] reached London, Richard Clement Moody was hand-picked by the Colonial Office[image: External link], under Sir Edward Bulwer-Lytton[image: External link], to establish British order and to transform the newly established Colony of British Columbia into the British Empire's "bulwark in the farthest west" [8] and "found a second England on the shores of the Pacific".[9] Lytton desired to send to the colony "representatives of the best of British culture, not just a police force": he sought men who possessed "courtesy, high breeding and urbane knowledge of the world"[38] and he decided to send Moody, whom the Government considered to be the "English gentleman and British Officer"[39] at the head of the Royal Engineers, Columbia Detachment[image: External link].

Moody and his family arrived in British Columbia in December 1858, commanding the Royal Engineers, Columbia Detachment[image: External link]. He was sworn in as the first Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia[image: External link] and appointed Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for British Columbia. On the advice of Lytton, Moody hired Robert Burnaby[image: External link] as his personal secretary.

In British Columbia, Moody "wanted to build a city of beauty in the wilderness" and planned his city as an iconic visual metaphor for British dominance, "styled and located with the objective of reinforcing the authority of the crown and of the robe".[40] Subsequent to the enactment of the Pre-emption Act of 1860, Moody settled the Lower Mainland[image: External link]. He selected the site and founded the new capital, New Westminster[image: External link]. He selected the site due to the strategic excellence of its position and the quality of its port.[40] He was also struck by the majestic beauty of the site, writing in his letter to Blackwood,


	"The entrance to the Frazer is very striking--Extending miles to the right & left are low marsh lands (apparently of very rich qualities) & yet fr[image: External link] the Background of Superb Mountains-- Swiss in outline, dark in woods, grandly towering into the clouds there is a sublimity that deeply impresses you. Everything is large and magnificent, worthy of the entrance to the Queen of England’s dominions on the Pacific mainland. [...] My imagination converted the silent marshes into Cuyp[image: External link]-like pictures of horses and cattle lazily fattening in rich meadows in a glowing sunset. [...] The water of the deep clear Frazer was of a glassy stillness, not a ripple before us, except when a fish rose to the surface or broods of wild ducks fluttered away".[41][42]




Moody designed the first Coat of arms of British Columbia[image: External link].[11][12]

However, Lord Lytton "forgot the practicalities of paying for clearing and developing the site and the town" and the efforts of Moody's Engineers were continuously hampered by insufficient funds, which, together with the continuous opposition of Douglas[image: External link], "made it impossible for Moody’s design to be fulfilled".[43]

Moody and the Royal Engineers also built an extensive road network, including what would become Kingsway[image: External link], connecting New Westminster to False Creek[image: External link], the North Road between Port Moody[image: External link] and New Westminster, and the Cariboo Road[image: External link] and Stanley Park[image: External link]. He named Burnaby Lake[image: External link] after his private secretary Robert Burnaby[image: External link] and named Port Coquitlam’s 400-foot "Mary Hill" after his wife. As part of the surveying effort, several tracts were designated "government reserves", which included Stanley Park[image: External link] as a military reserve (a strategic location in case of an American invasion). The Pre-emption act did not specify conditions for distributing the land, so large parcels were snapped up by speculators, including 3,750 acres (1,517 hectares) by Moody himself. For this he was criticized by local newspapermen for land grabbing[image: External link].Port Moody[image: External link] is named after him. It was established at the end of a trail that connected New Westminster with Burrard Inlet to defend New Westminster from potential attack from the US.

By 1862, the Cariboo Gold Rush[image: External link], attracting an additional 5000 miners, was underway, and Douglas hastened construction of the Great North Road (commonly known now as the Cariboo Wagon Road[image: External link]) up the Fraser Canyon[image: External link] to the prospecting region around Barkerville[image: External link]. By the time of this gold rush, the character of the colony was changing, as a more stable population of British colonists settled in the region, establishing businesses, opening sawmills[image: External link], and engaging in fishing[image: External link] and agriculture. With this increased stability, objections to the colony's absentee governor and the lack of responsible government[image: External link] began to be vocalised, led by the influential editor of the New Westminster[image: External link] British Columbian and future Premier[image: External link], John Robson[image: External link]. A series of petitions requesting an assembly were ignored by Douglas and the colonial office until Douglas was eased out of office in 1864. Finally, the colony would have both an assembly and a resident governor.
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 Later gold rushes




A series of gold rushes in various parts of the province followed, the largest being the Cariboo Gold Rush[image: External link] in 1862, forcing the colonial administration into deeper debt as it struggled to meet the extensive infrastructure needs of far-flung boom communities like Barkerville[image: External link] and Lillooet, which sprang up overnight. The Vancouver Island colony was facing financial crises of its own, and pressure to merge the two eventually succeeded in 1866[image: External link], when the colony of British Columbia was amalgamated with the Colony of Vancouver Island[image: External link] to form the Colony of British Columbia (1866–71)[image: External link], which was, in turn, succeeded by the present day province of British Columbia following the Canadian Confederation[image: External link] of 1871.
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 Rapid growth and development




The Confederation League, including such figures as Amor De Cosmos[image: External link], John Robson[image: External link], and Robert Beaven[image: External link], led the chorus pressing for the colony to join Canada, which had been created out of three British North American colonies in 1867 (the Province of Canada[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link] and New Brunswick[image: External link]). Several factors motivated this agitation, including the fear of annexation to the United States, the overwhelming debt created by rapid population growth, the need for government-funded services to support this population, and the economic depression caused by the end of the gold rush.

With the agreement by the Canadian government to extend the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link] to British Columbia and to assume the colony's debt, British Columbia became the sixth province to join Confederation[image: External link] on July 20, 1871. The borders of the province were not completely settled. The Treaty of Washington sent the Pig War[image: External link] San Juan Islands Border dispute to arbitration in 1871 and in 1903, the province's territory shrank again after the Alaska boundary dispute[image: External link] settled the vague boundary of the Alaska Panhandle[image: External link].

Population in British Columbia continued to expand as the province's mining[image: External link], forestry[image: External link], agriculture[image: External link], and fishing[image: External link] sectors were developed. Mining activity was particularly notable throughout the Mainland, particularly in the Boundary Country[image: External link], in the Slocan[image: External link], in the West Kootenay[image: External link] around Trail[image: External link], the East Kootenay (the southeast corner of the province), the Fraser Canyon, the Cariboo[image: External link], the Omineca[image: External link] and the Cassiar[image: External link], so much so a common epithet for the Mainland, even after provincehood, was "the Gold Colony". Agriculture attracted settlers to the fertile Fraser Valley, and cattle ranchers and later fruit growers came to the drier grasslands of the Thompson River area, the Cariboo, the Chilcotin[image: External link], and the Okanagan. Forestry drew workers to the lush temperate rainforests of the coast, which was also the locus of a growing fishery.

The completion of the railway in 1885 was a huge boost to the province's economy, facilitating the transportation of the region's considerable resources to the east. The milltown of Granville, known as Gastown[image: External link], near the mouth of the Burrard Inlet[image: External link] was selected as the terminus of the railway, prompting the incorporation of the City as Vancouver in 1886. The completion of the Port of Vancouver[image: External link] spurred rapid growth, and in less than fifty years the city surpassed Winnipeg[image: External link], Manitoba[image: External link], as the largest in Western Canada[image: External link]. The early decades of the province were ones in which issues of land use—specifically, its settlement and development—were paramount. This included expropriation from First Nations people of their land, control over its resources, as well as the ability to trade in some resources (such as the fishery).

Establishing a labour force[image: External link] to develop the province was problematic from the start, and British Columbia was the locus of immigration from Europe[image: External link], China[image: External link], and Japan[image: External link]. The influx of a non- Caucasian[image: External link] population stimulated resentment from the dominant ethnic groups, resulting in agitation (much of it successful) to restrict the ability of Asian people[image: External link] to immigrate to British Columbia through the imposition of a head tax[image: External link]. This resentment culminated in mob attacks against Chinese and Japanese immigrants in Vancouver in 1887 and 1907. By 1923, almost all Chinese immigration had been blocked[image: External link] except for merchants, professionals, students and investors.

Meanwhile, the province continued to grow. In 1914, the last spike of a second transcontinental rail line, the Grand Trunk Pacific[image: External link], linking north-central British Columbia from the Yellowhead Pass[image: External link] through Prince George to Prince Rupert[image: External link] was driven at Fort Fraser[image: External link]. This opened up the North Coast[image: External link] and the Bulkley Valley[image: External link] region to new economic opportunities. What had previously been an almost exclusively fur trade and subsistence economy soon became a locus for forestry, farming, and mining.

In World War I[image: External link], the province responded strongly to the call to assist the British Empire against its German foes in French and Belgian battlefields. About 55,570 of the 400,000 British Columbian residents, the highest per-capita rate in Canada, responded to the military needs. Horseriders from the province's Interior region and First Nations soldiers made contributions to Vimy Ridge and other battles. About 6,225 men from the province died in combat.[44]
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 1920s through 1940s




When the men returned from World War I[image: External link], they discovered the recently enfranchised women of the province had helped vote in the prohibition[image: External link] of liquor in an effort to end the social problems associated with the hard-core drinking that Vancouver and the rest of the province was famous for until the war. Because of pressure from veterans, prohibition was quickly relaxed so that the "soldier and the working man" could enjoy a drink, but widespread unemployment among veterans was hardened by many of the available jobs being taken by European immigrants and disgruntled veterans organized a range of "soldier parties" to represent their interests, variously named Soldier-Farmer, Soldier-Labour, and Farmer-Labour[image: External link] Parties. These formed the basis of the fractured labour-political spectrum that would generate a host of fringe leftist and rightist parties, including those who would eventually form the Co-operative Commonwealth[image: External link] and the early Social Credit[image: External link] splinter groups.

The advent of prohibition in the United States[image: External link] created new opportunities, and many found employment or at least profit in cross-border liquor smuggling. Much of Vancouver's prosperity and opulence in the 1920s results from this "pirate economy", although growth in forestry, fishing and mining continued. The end of US prohibition, combined with the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link], plunged the province into economic destitution. Compounding the already dire local economic situation, tens of thousands of men from colder parts of Canada swarmed into Vancouver, creating huge hobo[image: External link] jungles around False Creek[image: External link] and the Burrard Inlet rail yards[image: External link], including the old Canadian Pacific Railway mainline right-of-way[image: External link] through the heart of the city's downtown[image: External link] (at Hastings and Carrall). Increasingly desperate times led to intense political organizing efforts, an occupation of the main Post Office at Granville[image: External link] and Hastings[image: External link] which was violently put down by the police and an effective imposition of martial law[image: External link] on the docks for almost three years. A Vancouver contingent for the On-to-Ottawa Trek[image: External link] was organized and seized a train, which was loaded with thousands of men bound for the capital but was met by a Gatling gun[image: External link] straddling the tracks at Mission[image: External link]; the men were arrested and sent to work camps for the duration of the Depression.[45]

There were some signs of economic life beginning to return to normal towards the end of the 1930s, but it was the onset of World War II which transformed the national economy and ended the hard times of the Depression. Because of the war effort, women entered the workforce as never before.

British Columbia has long taken advantage of its location on the Pacific Ocean to have close relations with East Asia[image: External link]. However, this has often caused friction between cultures which have caused occasional displays of animosity toward Asian immigrants. This was most manifest during the Second World War when many people of Japanese descent were relocated[image: External link] or interned in the Interior[image: External link] of the province.
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 Coalition and the post-War boom




During World War II[image: External link] the mainstream BC Liberal[image: External link] and BC Conservative[image: External link] Parties of British Columbia united in a formal coalition government[image: External link] under new Liberal leader John Hart[image: External link], who replaced Duff Pattullo[image: External link] when the latter failed to win a majority in the 1941 election[image: External link]. While the Liberals won the most number of seats, they actually received fewer votes than the socialist Co-operative Commonwealth Federation[image: External link] (CCF). Pattullo was unwilling to form a coalition with the rival Conservatives led by Royal Maitland[image: External link] and was replaced by Hart, who formed a coalition cabinet made up of five Liberal and three Conservative ministers.[46] The CCF was invited to join the coalition but refused.[46]

The pretext for continuing the coalition after the end of World War II was to prevent the CCF, which had won a surprise victory in Saskatchewan[image: External link] in 1944, from ever coming to power in British Columbia. The CCF's popular vote was high enough in the 1945 election[image: External link] that they were likely to have won three-way contests and could have formed government. However, the coalition prevented that by uniting the anti- socialist[image: External link] vote.[46] In the post-war environment the government initiated a series of infrastructure projects, notably the completion of Highway 97[image: External link] north of Prince George to the Peace River Block, a section called the John Hart Highway and also public hospital insurance.

In 1947 the reins of the Coalition were taken over by Byron Ingemar Johnson[image: External link]. The Conservatives had wanted their new leader Herbert Anscomb[image: External link] to be premier, but the Liberals in the Coalition refused. Johnson led the coalition to the highest percentage of the popular vote in British Columbia history (61%) in the 1949 election[image: External link]. This victory was attributable to the popularity of his government's spending programmes, despite rising criticism of corruption and abuse of power. During his tenure, major infrastructures continued to expand, such as the agreement with Alcan Aluminum[image: External link] to build the town of Kitimat[image: External link] with an aluminum smelter and the large Kemano Hydro Project[image: External link].[47] Johnson achieved popularity for flood relief efforts during the 1948 flooding of the Fraser Valley, which was a major blow to that region and to the province's economy.

Increasing tension between the Liberal and Conservative coalition partners led the Liberal Party executive to vote to instruct Johnson to terminate the arrangement. Johnson ended the coalition and dropped his Conservative cabinet ministers, including Deputy Premier[image: External link] and Finance Minister[image: External link] Herbert Anscomb, precipitating the general election of 1952[image: External link].[46] A referendum on electoral reform prior to this election had instigated an elimination ballot (similar to a preferential ballot[image: External link]), where voters could select second and third choices. The intent of the ballot, as campaigned for by Liberals and Conservatives, was that their supporters would list the rival party in lieu of the CCF, but this plan backfired when a large group of voters from all major parties, including the CCF, voted for the fringe British Columbia Social Credit Party (Socreds), who wound up with the largest number of seats in the House (19), only one seat ahead of the CCF, despite the CCF having 34.3% of the vote to Social Credit's 30.18%.

The Social Credit Party, led by rebel former Conservative MLA W. A. C. Bennett[image: External link], formed a minority government[image: External link] backed by the Liberals and Conservatives (with 6 and 4 seats respectively). Bennett began a series of fiscal reforms, preaching a new variety of populism[image: External link] as well as waxing eloquent on progress and development, laying the ground for a second election in 1953[image: External link] in which the new Bennett regime secured a majority of seats, with 38% of the vote. Secure with that majority, Bennett returned the province to the first-past-the-post system thereafter, which is still in use today.
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 1952–1960s




With the election of the Social Credit Party, British Columbia embarked on a phase of rapid economic development[image: External link]. Bennett and his party governed the province for the next twenty years, during which time the government initiated an ambitious programme of infrastructure development, fuelled by a sustained economic boom in the forestry, mining, and energy sectors.

During these two decades, the government nationalized[image: External link] British Columbia Electric and the British Columbia Power Company, as well as smaller electric companies, renaming the entity BC Hydro[image: External link]. West Kootenay Power and Light[image: External link] remained independent of BC Hydro, being owned and operated by Cominco[image: External link], though tied into the regional power grid. By the end of the 1960s, several major dams had been begun or completed in—among others—the Peace[image: External link], Columbia, and Nechako River[image: External link] watersheds (the Nechako Diversion to Kemano[image: External link], was to supply power to the Alcan Inc.[image: External link] aluminum smelter at Kitimat[image: External link], and was not part of the provincial power grid but privately owned[image: External link]). Major transmission deals were concluded, most notably the Columbia River Treaty[image: External link] between Canada and the United States. The province's economy was also boosted by unprecedented growth in the forest sector, as well as oil and gas development in the province's northeast.

The 1950s and 1960s were also marked by development in the province's transportation infrastructure. In 1960, the government established BC Ferries[image: External link] as a crown corporation[image: External link], to provide a marine extension of the provincial highway system, also supported by federal grants as being part of the Trans-Canada Highway[image: External link] system. That system was improved and expanded through the construction of new highways and bridges, and paving of existing highways and provincial roads.

Vancouver and Victoria became cultural centres as poets, authors, artists, musicians, as well as dancers, actors, and haute cuisine chefs flocked to the beautiful scenery and warmer temperatures, with the cultural and entrepreneurial community notably bolstered by many Draft dodgers[image: External link] from the United States. Similarly, these cities have either attracted or given rise to their own noteworthy academics, commentators, and creative thinkers.[citation needed[image: External link]] Tourism also began to play an important role in the economy. The rise of Japan and other Pacific economies was a great boost to British Columbia's economy, primarily because of massive exports of lumber products and unprocessed coal and trees.

Politically and socially, the 1960s brought a period of significant social ferment. The divide between the political left[image: External link] and right, which had prevailed in the province since the Depression and the rise of the labour movement[image: External link], sharpened as so-called free enterprise[image: External link] parties coalesced into the de facto coalition represented by Social Credit—in opposition to the social democratic[image: External link] New Democratic Party[image: External link], the successor to the Co-operative Commonwealth Federation. As the province's economy blossomed, so did labour-management tensions. Tensions emerged, also, from the counterculture movement of the late 1960s, of which Vancouver and Nanaimo were centres. The conflict between hippies[image: External link] and Vancouver mayor[image: External link] Tom Campbell[image: External link] was particularly legendary, culminating in the so-called Gastown Riots[image: External link] of 1971. By the end of the decade, with social tensions and dissatisfaction with the status quo[image: External link] rising, the Bennett government's achievements could not stave off its growing unpopularity.
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 1970s and 1980s




On August 27, 1969, the Social Credit Party was re-elected in a general election for what would be Bennett's final term in power. At the start of the 1970s, the economy was quite strong because of rising coal prices and an increase in annual allowable cuts in the forestry sector. However, BC Hydro reported its first loss, which was the beginning of the end for Bennett and the Social Credit Party.[48]

The Socreds were forced from power in the August 1972 election, paving the way for a provincial New Democratic Party (NDP) government under Dave Barrett[image: External link]. Under Barrett, the large provincial surplus soon became a deficit,[citation needed[image: External link]] although changes to the accounting system makes it likely that some of the deficit was carried over from the previous Social Credit regime and its "two sets of books[image: External link]", as WAC Bennett had once referred to his system of fiscal management. The brief three-year ("Thousand Days") period of NDP governance brought several lasting changes to the province, most notably the creation of the Agricultural Land Reserve, intended to protect farmland from redevelopment, and the Insurance Corporation of British Columbia[image: External link], a crown corporation charged with a monopoly on providing single-payer basic automobile insurance.

Perceptions that the government had instituted reforms either too swiftly or that were too far-reaching, coupled with growing labour disruptions led to the ouster of the NDP in the 1975 general election[image: External link]. Social Credit, under W.A.C. Bennett's son, Bill Bennett[image: External link], was returned to office. Under the younger Bennett's government, 85% of the province's land base was transferred from Government Reserve to management by the Ministry of Forests, reporting of deputy ministers was centralized to the Premier's Office, and NDP-instigated social programs were rolled back, with then-Human Resources Minister infamously demonstrating a golden shovel to highlight his welfare policy, although the new-era Socreds also reinforced and backed certain others instigated by the NDP—notably the creation of the Resort Municipality of Whistler[image: External link], whose special status including Sunday drinking, then an anomaly in BC.

Also during the "MiniWac" regime (a reference to his father's acronym, WAC) certain money-losing Crown-owned assets were "privatized" in a mass giveaway of shares in the British Columbia Resources Investment Corporation[image: External link], "BCRIC", with the "Brick shares" soon becoming near-worthless. Towards the end of his tenure in power, Bennett oversaw the completion of several megaprojects[image: External link] meant to stimulate the economy and win votes – unlike most right-wing parties, British Columbia's Social Credit actively practised government stimulation of the economy. Most notable of these was the winning of a world's fair for Vancouver, which came in the form of Expo 86[image: External link], to which was tied the construction of the Coquihalla Highway[image: External link] and Vancouver's SkyTrain[image: External link] system. The Coquihalla Highway project became the subject of a scandal after revelations that the premier's brother bought large tracts of land needed for the project before it was announced to the public, and also because of graft investigations of the huge cost overruns on the project. Both investigations were derailed in the media by a still further scandal, the Doman Scandal[image: External link], in which the Premier and millionaire backer Herb Doman were investigated for insider-trading and securities fraud[image: External link]. Nonetheless, the Socreds were re-elected in 1979 under Bennett, who led the party until 1986.

As the province entered a sustained recession[image: External link], Bennett's popularity and media image were in decline. On April 1, 1983, Premier Bennett overstayed his constitutional limits of power by exceeding the legal tenure of a government, and the Lieutenant-Governor[image: External link], Henry Pybus Bell-Irving[image: External link], was forced to call Bennett to Government House[image: External link] to resolve the impasse, and an election was called for April 30, while in the meantime government cheques were covered by special emergency warrants as the Executive Council[image: External link] no longer had signing authority because of the constitutional crisis. Campaigning on a platform of moderation, Bennett won an unexpected majority.

After several weeks of silence in the aftermath, a sitting of the House[image: External link] was finally called and in the speech from the Throne[image: External link] the Socreds instituted a programme of fiscal cutbacks dubbed "restraint", which had been a buzzword for moderation during the campaign. The programme included cuts to "motherhood" issues of the left, including the human rights branch, the offices of the Ombudsman and Rentalsman, women's programs, environmental and cultural programs, while still supplying mass capital infusions to corporate British Columbia. This sparked a backlash, with tens of thousands of people in the streets the next day after the budget speech, and through the course of a summer repeated large demonstrations of up to 100,000 people.

This became known as the 1983 Solidarity Crisis[image: External link], from the name of the Solidarity Coalition, a huge grassroots opposition movement mobilized, consisting of organized labour and community groups, with the British Columbia Federation of Labour[image: External link] forming a separate organization of unions, Operation Solidarity, under the direction of Jack Munro, then-President of the International Woodworkers of America[image: External link] (IWA), the most powerful of the province's resource unions. Tens of thousands participated in protests and many felt that a general strike[image: External link] would be the inevitable result unless the government backed down from its policies they had claimed were only about restraint and not about recrimination against the NDP and the left. Just as a strike at Pacific Press[image: External link] ended, which had crippled the political management of the public agenda by the publishers of the province's major papers, the movement collapsed after an apparent deal was struck by union leader and IWA president, Jack Munro and Premier Bennett.[49]

A tense winter of blockades at various job sites around the province ensued, as among the new laws were those enabling non-union labour to work on large projects and other sensitive labour issues, with companies from Alberta and other provinces brought in to compete with union-scale British Columbia companies. Despite the tension, Bennett's last few years in power were relatively peaceful as economic and political momentum grew on the megaprojects associated with Expo, and Bennett was to end his career by hosting Prince Charles[image: External link] and Lady Diana[image: External link] on their visit to open Expo 86. His retirement being announced, a Social Credit convention was scheduled for the Whistler Resort, which came down to a three-way shooting match between Bud Smith, the Premier's right-hand man but an unelected official, Social Credit party grande dame[image: External link] Grace McCarthy[image: External link], and the charismatic but eccentric Bill Vander Zalm[image: External link].

Bill Vander Zalm became the new Socred leader when Smith threw his support to him rather than see McCarthy win, and led the party to victory in the election later that year. Vander Zalm was later involved in a conflict of interest[image: External link] scandal following the sale of Fantasy Gardens[image: External link], a Christian[image: External link] and Dutch culture[image: External link] theme park[image: External link] built by the Premier, to Tan Yu[image: External link], a Filipino Chinese[image: External link] gambling kingpin. There were also concerns over Yu's application to the government for a bank licence, and lurid stories from flamboyant realtor Faye Leung[image: External link] of a party in the "Howard Hughes Suite" on the top two floors of the Bayshore Inn, where Tan Yu had been staying, with reports of a bag of money[image: External link] in a brown paper bag passed from Yu to Vander Zalm during the goings-on. These scandals forced Vander Zalm's resignation, and Rita Johnston[image: External link] became premier of the province. Johnston presided over the end of Social Credit power, calling an election which led to the reducing of the party's caucus to only two seats, and the revival of the long-defunct British Columbia Liberal Party as Opposition to the victorious NDP under former Vancouver mayor Mike Harcourt[image: External link].

In 1988, David Lam[image: External link] was appointed as British Columbia’s twenty-fifth Lieutenant-Governor, and was the Province's first Lieutenant-Governor of Chinese origin.
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 1990s to present




Johnston lost the 1991 general election[image: External link] to the NDP, under the leadership of Mike Harcourt, a former mayor of Vancouver. The NDP's unprecedented creation of new parkland and protected areas was popular and helped boost the province's growing tourism[image: External link] sector. However, the economy continued to struggle against the backdrop of a weak resource economy. Housing starts and an expanded service sector saw growth overall through the decade, despite political turmoil. Harcourt ended up resigning over " Bingogate[image: External link]"—a political scandal involving the funnelling of charity bingo receipts into party coffers in certain ridings. Harcourt was not implicated, but he resigned nonetheless in respect of constitutional conventions calling for leaders under suspicion to step aside. Glen Clark[image: External link], a former president of the BC Federation of Labour[image: External link], was chosen the new leader of the NDP, which won a second term in 1996. More scandals dogged the party, most notably the Fast Ferry Scandal[image: External link] involving the province trying to develop the shipbuilding industry in British Columbia. An allegation (never substantiated) that the Premier had received a favour in return for granting a gaming licence led to Clark's resignation as Premier. He was succeeded on an interim basis by Dan Miller[image: External link] who was in turn followed by Ujjal Dosanjh[image: External link] following a leadership convention.

In the 2001 general election Gordon Campbell[image: External link]'s BC Liberals defeated the NDP, gaining 77 out of 79 total seats in the provincial legislature. Campbell instituted various reforms and removed some of the NDP's policies including scrapping the "fast ferries" project, lowering income taxes, and the controversial sale of BC Rail[image: External link] to CN Rail. Campbell was also the subject of criticism after he was arrested for driving under the influence[image: External link] during a vacation in Hawaii. However, Campbell still managed to lead his party to victory in the 2005 general election, against a substantially strengthened NDP opposition. Campbell won a third term in the British Columbia general election, 2009[image: External link], marking the first time in 23 years that a premier has been elected to a third term.

The province won a bid to host the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] in Vancouver and Whistler. As promised in his 2002 re-election campaign, Vancouver Mayor Larry Campbell staged a non-binding civic referendum regarding the hosting of the Olympics. In February 2003, Vancouver's residents voted in a referendum accepting the responsibilities of the host city should it win its bid. Sixty-four percent of residents voted in favour of hosting the games.[50]

After the Olympic joy had faded, Campbell's popularity started to fall. His management style, the implementation of the Harmonized Sales Tax[image: External link] (HST) against election promises and the cancelling of the BC Rail corruption trial[image: External link] lead to low approval ratings and loss of caucus support. He would resign in November 2010 and call on the party to elect a new leader.[51]

In early 2011, Christy Clark[image: External link], former Deputy Premier, would become leader of the Liberal Party. Though she was not currently a sitting MLA, she would go on to win the seat left vacant by Campbell and form a government. For the next two years she would attempt to distance herself from the unpopularity of Campbell and forge an image for the upcoming election. Among her early accomplishments she raised the minimum wage, created the new holiday of Family Day and pushed the development of BC's liquified natural gas[image: External link]. In the 2013 election the liberals lagged behind with a 20-point gap in the polls but on election night were able to come to a surprise victory with a healthy majority, making Clark the first elected female premier in BC history.[52] While Christy Clark lost her seat, she would win a by-election in the riding of Westside-Kelowna[image: External link]. Since this victory her government has brought a balanced budget, implemented changes in liquor laws and continued with the question of the proposed Enbridge Northern Gateway Pipelines[image: External link].

British Columbia has also been significantly affected by demographic changes within Canada and around the world. Vancouver (and to a lesser extent some other parts of British Columbia) was a major destination for many of the immigrants from Hong Kong[image: External link] who left the former UK colony (either temporarily or permanently) in the years immediately prior to its handover[image: External link] to the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. British Columbia has also been a significant destination for internal Canadian migrants. This has been the case throughout recent decades, because of its image of natural beauty, mild climate and relaxed lifestyle, but is particularly true during periods of economic growth. As a result, British Columbia has moved from approximately 10% of Canada's population in 1971 to approximately 13% in 2006. Trends of urbanization mean that the Greater Vancouver[image: External link] area now includes 51% of the Province's population, followed in second place by Greater Victoria[image: External link] with 8%. These two metropolitan regions have traditionally dominated the demographics of BC.

The net number of people coming to BC from other provinces[image: External link] has grown almost four times larger since 2012. BC was the largest net recipient of interprovincial migrants in Canada in the first quarter of 2016 with half of the 5,000 people coming from Alberta[image: External link].[53]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of British Columbia[image: External link]


See also: List of cities in Canada § British Columbia[image: External link], List of communities in British Columbia[image: External link], and List of municipalities in British Columbia[image: External link]




	Year
	Population
	Five year

 % change
	Ten year

 % change
	Rank among

provinces



	1851
	55,000
	n/a
	n/a
	6



	1861
	51,524
	n/a
	−6.3
	6



	1871
	36,247
	n/a
	−35.3
	7



	1881
	49,459
	n/a
	36.4
	8



	1891
	98,173
	n/a
	98.5
	8



	1901
	178,657
	n/a
	82.0
	0



	1911
	392,480
	n/a
	119.7
	6



	1921
	524,582
	n/a
	33.7
	6



	1931
	694,263
	n/a
	32.3
	6



	1941
	817,861
	n/a
	17.8
	4



	1951
	1,165,210
	n/a
	42.5
	3



	1956
	1,398,464
	20.0
	n/a
	3



	1961
	1,629,082
	16.5
	39.8
	3



	1966
	1,873,674
	15.0
	34.0
	3



	1971
	2,184,620
	16.6
	34.1
	3



	1976
	2,466,610
	12.9
	31.6
	3



	1981
	2,744,467
	11.3
	25.6
	3



	1986
	2,883,370
	5.1
	16.9
	3



	1991
	3,282,061
	13.8
	19.6
	3



	1996
	3,724,500
	13.5
	29.2
	3



	2001
	3,907,738
	4.9
	19.1
	3



	2006
	4,113,487
	5.3
	10.4
	3



	2011
	4,400,057
	6.9
	12.6
	3



	2016
	4,648,055
	
	
	3




[54][55]



	Religious groups in BC (1991 & 2001) & Canada (2001)



	
	1991 BC %
	2001 BC %
	2001 Canada %
	BC 2001 number
	



	Total population
	100%
	100%
	100%
	3,868,875
	



	No religious affiliation
	30.0%
	35.1%
	16.5%
	1,388,300
	includes agnostic, atheist, humanist, and no religion, and other responses, such as Darwinism, and so on



	Protestant[image: External link]
	41.9%
	31.4%
	29.2%
	1,213,295
	



	Catholic[image: External link]
	18.3%
	17.2%
	43.6%
	675,320
	includes Roman Catholic, Eastern Catholic



	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.7%
	0.9%
	1.6%
	35,655
	includes Greek Orthodox, Russian Orthodox



	Christian n. i. e.[image: External link]
	2.7%
	5.2%
	2.6%
	200,345
	Includes mostly answers of "Christian", not identified elsewhere



	Sikh[image: External link]
	2.3%
	3.5%
	0.9%
	135,310
	



	Buddhist[image: External link]
	1.1%
	2.2%
	1%
	85,540
	



	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.8%
	1.5%
	2%
	56,220
	



	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.6%
	0.8%
	1%
	31,500
	



	Jewish[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.5%
	1.1%
	21,230
	



	Eastern religions[image: External link]
	
	0.3%
	0.1%
	9,970
	includes Baha'i, Eckankar, Jains, Shinto, Taoist, Zoroastrian and Eastern religions, not identified elsewhere



	Other religions
	
	0.4%
	0.2%
	16,205
	includes Aboriginal spirituality, pagan, wicca, unity – new thought – pantheist, Scientology, Rastafarian, new age, gnostic, and so on




[56][57]

The largest denominations by number of adherents according to the 2001 census[image: External link] were none (atheist, agnostic, and so on.) with 1,388,300 (35.9%); Protestant[image: External link] with 1,213,295 (31.4%); the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 675,320 (17%); the United Church of Canada[image: External link] with 361,840 (9%); and the Anglican Church of Canada[image: External link] with 298,375 (8%).[58]
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 Ethnic groups and languages




The following statistics represent both single (for example, "German") and multiple (for example, "Chinese-Canadian") responses to the 2006 Census, and thus do not add up to 100%. All items are self-identified.[59]












	Ethnic origin
	Population
	Percent



	English[image: External link]
	1,207,245
	29.6%



	Scottish[image: External link]
	828,145
	20.3%



	Canadian[image: External link]
	720,200
	17.7%



	Irish[image: External link]
	618,120
	15.2%



	German[image: External link]
	561,570
	13.8%



	Chinese[image: External link]
	432,435
	10.6%



	French[image: External link]
	361,215
	8.9%



	East Indian[image: External link]
	232,370
	5.7%



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	197,265
	4.8%



	Dutch (Netherlands)[image: External link]
	196,420
	4.8%



	North American Indian[image: External link]
	193,060
	4.7%



	Italian[image: External link]
	143,155
	3.5%



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	129,420
	3.2%



	Polish[image: External link]
	128,360
	3.2%



	Russian[image: External link]
	114,105
	2.8%



	Welsh[image: External link]
	104,275
	2.6%



	Swedish[image: External link]
	104,025
	2.6%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	94,255
	2.3%



	British[image: External link]
	74,145
	1.8%



	American (US)[image: External link]
	66,765
	1.6%






	Ethnic origin
	Population
	Percent



	Métis[image: External link]
	62,570
	1.5%



	Danish[image: External link]
	56,125
	1.4%



	Spanish[image: External link]
	52,640
	1.3%



	Korean[image: External link]
	51,860
	1.3%



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	49,870
	1.2%



	Austrian[image: External link]
	46,620
	1.1%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	41,585
	1.0%



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	34,660
	0.9%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	30,835
	0.8%



	Jewish[image: External link]
	30,830
	0.8%



	Finnish[image: External link]
	29,875
	0.7%



	Iranian[image: External link]
	29,265
	0.7%



	Swiss[image: External link]
	28,240
	0.7%



	Romanian[image: External link]
	25,670
	0.6%



	Icelandic[image: External link]
	22,110
	0.5%



	Greek[image: External link]
	21,770
	0.5%



	Czech[image: External link]
	21,150
	0.5%



	Croatian[image: External link]
	18,815
	0.5%



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	18,525
	0.5%



	Belgian[image: External link]
	17,510
	0.4%






Though just 1.8% refer to their origins as being "British", a majority (57.3%) of the population of British Columbia claim their ethnic origin as being from one of the three main British nations (England, Scotland or Wales). Migration was primarily from Scotland[image: External link], Wales[image: External link] and Northern England[image: External link], especially North East England[image: External link] – out of the 54 of Metro Vancouver's 100 most common names that are British in origin, 29 are of Scottish or Northern English origin, 9 are Welsh, and only four are native to England's south.[60][61] Another 15.2% refer to their ethnicity as "Irish", though not distinguishing between Northern Ireland[image: External link] and the Republic of Ireland[image: External link].

Of the provinces, British Columbia had the highest proportion of visible minorities[image: External link], representing 24.8% of its population.[62] Asians[image: External link] at 20.2% of the total population, are by far the largest visible minority demographic, with many of the Lower Mainland's large cities having sizeable Chinese, South Asian[image: External link], Japanese, Filipino[image: External link], and Korean communities.

Also present in large numbers relative to other regions of Canada (except Toronto[image: External link]), and ever since the province was first settled (unlike Toronto), are many European ethnicities of the first and second generation, notably Germans[image: External link], Scandinavians[image: External link], Yugoslavs[image: External link] and Italians[image: External link]. Third-generation Europeans are generally of mixed lineage, and traditionally intermarried with other European-derived[citation needed[image: External link]] ethnic groups more than in any other Canadian province. First-generation Britons[image: External link] remain a strong component of local society despite limitations on immigration[image: External link] from Britain since the ending of special status for British subjects in the 1960s.

Of the 4,113,847 population counted by the 2006 census, 4,074,385 people completed the section about language. Of these 4,022,045 gave singular responses to the question regarding mother tongue[image: External link]. The languages most commonly reported were the following:



	Language
	Number of

native speakers
	Percentage of

singular responses



	English[image: External link]
	2,875,770
	71.5%



	Chinese[image: External link]
	342,920
	8.5%



	Punjabi[image: External link]
	158,750
	4.0%



	German[image: External link]
	86,690
	2.2%



	French[image: External link]
	54,745
	1.4%



	Tagalog (Filipino)[image: External link]
	50,425
	1.3%



	Korean[image: External link]
	46,500
	1.2%



	Spanish[image: External link]
	34,075
	0.9%



	Persian[image: External link]
	28,150
	0.7%



	Italian[image: External link]
	27,020
	0.7%



	Dutch[image: External link]
	26,355
	0.7%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	24,560
	0.7%



	Hindi[image: External link]
	23,240
	0.6%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	20,040
	0.5%



	Russian[image: External link]
	19,320
	0.5%



	Polish[image: External link]
	17,565
	0.4%



	Portuguese[image: External link]
	14,385
	0.4%



	Ukrainian[image: External link]
	12,285
	0.3%



	Hungarian[image: External link]
	10,670
	0.3%



	Croatian[image: External link]
	8,505
	0.2%






	Language
	Number of

native speakers
	Percentage of

singular responses



	Arabic[image: External link]
	8,440
	0.2%



	Urdu[image: External link]
	7,025
	0.2%



	Danish[image: External link]
	6,720
	0.2%



	Greek[image: External link]
	6,620
	0.2%



	Gujarati[image: External link]
	6,565
	0.2%



	Romanian[image: External link]
	6,335
	0.2%



	Serbian[image: External link]
	6,180
	0.2%



	Czech[image: External link]
	6,000
	0.1%



	Finnish[image: External link]
	4,770
	0.1%



	Athabaskan languages[image: External link]
	3,500
	0.1%



	Slovak[image: External link]
	3,490
	0.1%



	Norwegian[image: External link]
	3,275
	0.1%



	Tamil[image: External link]
	3,200
	0.1%



	Salish languages[image: External link]
	3,190
	0.1%



	Ilocano[image: External link]
	3,100
	0.1%



	Malay[image: External link]
	3,100
	0.1%



	Bisayan languages[image: External link]
	3,035
	0.1%



	Swedish[image: External link]
	2,875
	0.1%



	Turkish[image: External link]
	2,255
	0.1%



	Tsimshianic languages[image: External link]
	2,125
	0.1%






Numerous other languages were also counted, but only languages with more than 2,000 native speakers are shown.

Figures shown are for the number of single language responses and the percentage of total single-language responses.[63]
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 Cities




See also: List of cities in British Columbia[image: External link], List of metropolitan areas in British Columbia[image: External link], List of municipalities in British Columbia[image: External link], and List of regional districts of British Columbia[image: External link]


Half of all British Columbians live in the Metro Vancouver area, which includes Vancouver, Surrey[image: External link], New Westminster[image: External link], West Vancouver[image: External link], North Vancouver (city)[image: External link], North Vancouver (district municipality)[image: External link], Burnaby[image: External link], Coquitlam[image: External link], Port Coquitlam[image: External link], Maple Ridge[image: External link], Langley (city)[image: External link], Langley (district municipality)[image: External link], Delta[image: External link], Pitt Meadows[image: External link], White Rock[image: External link], Richmond[image: External link], Port Moody[image: External link], Anmore[image: External link], Belcarra[image: External link], Lions Bay[image: External link] and Bowen Island[image: External link], with adjacent unincorporated areas (including the University Endowment Lands[image: External link]) represented in the regional district as the electoral area[image: External link] known as Greater Vancouver Electoral Area A[image: External link]. Seventeen Indian reserves[image: External link] are located in the metropolitan area but are outside the jurisdiction of the regional district and not represented in its government.

The second largest concentration of British Columbia population is located at the southern tip of Vancouver Island, which is made up of the 13 municipalities of Greater Victoria, Victoria[image: External link], Saanich[image: External link], Esquimalt[image: External link], Oak Bay[image: External link], View Royal[image: External link], Highlands[image: External link], Colwood[image: External link], Langford[image: External link], Central Saanich[image: External link]/ Saanichton[image: External link], North Saanich[image: External link], Sidney[image: External link], Metchosin[image: External link], Sooke[image: External link], which are part of the Capital Regional District[image: External link]. The metropolitan area also includes several Indian reserves[image: External link] (the governments of which are not part of the regional district). Almost half of the Vancouver Island population is located in Greater Victoria.






	Ten largest metropolitan areas by population[65]




	


	Community (includes metro areas)
	2011
	2006



	Vancouver[image: External link]
	2,313,328
	2,116,581



	Victoria[image: External link]
	344,615
	330,088



	Kelowna[image: External link]
	179,839
	162,276



	Abbotsford[image: External link]
	170,191
	159,020



	Kamloops[image: External link]
	98,754
	92,882



	Nanaimo[image: External link]
	98,021
	92,361



	Chilliwack[image: External link]
	92,308
	82,465



	Prince George[image: External link]
	84,232
	83,225



	Vernon[image: External link]
	58,584
	55,418



	Courtenay[image: External link]
	55,213
	49,214





	


	Municipality
	2011
	2006



	Vancouver
	603,502
	578,041



	
Surrey[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	468,251
	394,976



	
Burnaby[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	223,218
	202,799



	
Richmond[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	190,473
	174,461



	Abbotsford[image: External link]
	133,497
	124,258



	
Coquitlam[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	126,456
	114,565



	Kelowna[image: External link]
	117,312
	107,035



	
Saanich[image: External link] (Greater Victoria)
	109,752
	108,265



	
Langley Township[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	104,177
	93,726



	
Delta[image: External link] (Metro Vancouver)
	99,863
	96,635





	








	Canada 2006 Census
	Population
	 % of total population



	White[image: External link]
	2,869,455
	70.4%



	Visible minority[image: External link] group

Source:[66]
	Chinese[image: External link]
	407,225
	10%



	South Asian[image: External link]
	262,290
	6.4%



	Black[image: External link]
	28,315
	0.7%



	Filipino[image: External link]
	88,075
	2.2%



	Latin American[image: External link]
	28,965
	0.7%



	Southeast Asian[image: External link]
	40,685
	1%



	Arab[image: External link]
	8,635
	0.2%



	West Asian[image: External link]
	29,810
	0.7%



	Korean[image: External link]
	50,490
	1.2%



	Japanese[image: External link]
	35,060
	0.9%



	Other visible minority
	3,880
	0.1%



	Mixed[image: External link] visible minority
	25,420
	0.6%



	Total visible minority population
	1,008,855
	24.8%



	Aboriginal[image: External link] group

Source:[67]
	First Nations[image: External link]
	129,575
	3.2%



	Métis[image: External link]
	59,445
	1.5%



	Inuit[image: External link]
	795
	0%



	Total Aboriginal population
	196,070
	4.8%



	Total population
	4,074,380
	100%
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 Economy




British Columbia has a history of being a resource dominated economy, centred on the forestry industry but also with fluctuating importance in mining. Employment in the resource sector has fallen steadily as a percentage of employment, and new jobs are mostly in the construction and retail/service sectors. It now has the highest percentage of service industry jobs in the west, comprising 72% of industry (compared to 60% Western Canadian average).[68] The largest section of this employment is in finance, insurance, real estate and corporate management. Many areas outside of metropolitan areas, however, are still heavily reliant on resource extraction. With its film industry known as Hollywood North[image: External link], the Vancouver region is the third-largest feature film production location in North America, after Los Angeles[image: External link] and New York City[image: External link].[69]

The economic history of British Columbia is replete with tales of dramatic upswings and downswings[image: External link], and this boom and bust[image: External link] pattern has influenced the politics, culture and business climate of the province. Economic activity related to mining in particular has widely fluctuated with changes in commodity prices over time, with documented costs to community health.[70]

British Columbia's GDP is the fourth largest in Canada at C$219.99 billion in 2012. GDP per capita was $45,430.[71] British Columbia's debt was $57 billion in June 2013, or 25.9% of GDP.[72]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Politics of British Columbia[image: External link] and Monarchy in British Columbia[image: External link]


The Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, Judith Guichon[image: External link], is the Queen of Canada's representative in the Province of British Columbia. During the absence of the Lieutenant-Governor[image: External link], the Governor General in Council[image: External link] may appoint an administrator to execute the duties of the office. In practice, this is usually the Chief Justice of British Columbia[image: External link].[73]

British Columbia has an 87-member elected Legislative Assembly, elected by the plurality voting system[image: External link], though in recent years there has been significant debate about switching to a single transferable vote[image: External link] system. The government of the day appoints ministers for various portfolios, what are officially part of the Executive Council of British Columbia (cabinet)[image: External link], of whom the premier is chair.

The province is currently governed by the British Columbia Liberal Party under Premier Christy Clark. The last election (2017) saw the Liberal party take 43 seats, The New Democratic Party (NDP) with 41, and the Green Party with 3, with no party meeting the minimal of 44 seats for majority, therefore leading to a new minority government. Before Christy, Campbell had previously led the largest landslide election in British Columbia history in 2001, with 77 of 79 seats, but the legislature has been more evenly divided between Liberals and NDP following the 2005 (46 of 79) and 2009 (49 of 85) provincial elections. The New Democratic Party[image: External link] (NDP) and its predecessor the CCF[image: External link] have been the main opposition force to right-wing parties since the 1930s and have ruled majority governments 1972–1975 and 1991–2001. The Green Party of British Columbia[image: External link] plays a larger role in the politics of British Columbia than Green Parties do in most other jurisdictions in Canada. However, after a breakthrough election in 2001 (12.39%), the party's vote share has declined (2005 – 9.17%, 2009 – 8.09%).

The British Columbia Liberal Party is not related to the federal Liberal Party and does not share the same ideology. Instead, the BC Liberal party is a rather diverse coalition, made up of the remnants of the Social Credit Party, many federal Liberals[image: External link], federal Conservatives, and those who would otherwise support right-of-centre or free enterprise parties. Historically, there have commonly been third parties[image: External link] present in the legislature (including the Liberals themselves from 1952 to 1975); the BC Green Party[image: External link] are the current third party in British Columbia, with one seat in the legislature.

Prior to the rise of the Liberal Party, British Columbia's main political party was the British Columbia Social Credit Party which ruled British Columbia for 20 continuous years. While sharing some ideology with the current Liberal government, they were more right-wing although undertook nationalization of various important monopolies, notably BC Hydro and BC Ferries.

British Columbia is known for having politically active labour unions[image: External link] who have traditionally supported the NDP or its predecessor, the CCF.

British Columbia's political history is typified by scandal and a cast of colourful characters, beginning with various colonial-era land scandals and abuses of power by early officials (such as those that led to McGowan's War[image: External link] in 1858–59). Notable scandals in Social Credit years included the Robert Bonner[image: External link] Affair, the Fantasy Gardens[image: External link] scandal which forced Premier Bill Vander Zalm to resign and ended the Social Credit era, the Bingogate scandal which brought down NDP Premier Mike Harcourt, the alleged scandal named Casinogate which drove NDP Premier Glen Clark to resign. A variety of scandals have plagued the current Liberal government, including Campbell's arrest for drunk driving in Maui and the resignation of various cabinet ministers because of conflict-of-interest allegations. A Christmas Eve[ which?[image: External link]] raid on the Parliament Buildings[image: External link] in Victoria, including the Premier's Office, has resulted in charges only for ministerial aides, although key cabinet members from the time have since resigned. The case, currently in preliminary hearings in the courts and relating to the sale of BC Rail to CN Rail, may not reach trial because of the mass of evidence and various procedural problems.[citation needed[image: External link]] Campbell eventually resigned in late 2010 due to opposition to his government's plan to introduce a Harmonized Sales Tax[image: External link] (HST) and was replaced by Christy Clark[image: External link] as Premier in a BC Liberal leadership election.

British Columbia is under represented in the Senate of Canada[image: External link], leading premier Clark to refuse to cooperate with the federal government's new reforms for senate appointments to be made based on the recommendations of a new advisory board that would use non-partisan criteria. Hours after that plan was unveiled in Ottawa on December 3, 2015, Clark issued a statement that it did "not address what’s been wrong with the Senate since the beginning".[74]

The imbalance in representation in that House is apparent when considering population size. The six senators from BC constitute only one for every 775,000 people vs. one for every 75,000 in P.E.I. which has four senators. Nova Scotia and New Brunswick have much smaller populations than BC and yet, each has ten Senators according to a Global News summary.[75] Correcting this imbalance would require a constitutional amendment, but that is unlikely to be supported by the Atlantic Provinces.[75]
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 Official symbols




The government of British Columbia has designated several official symbols[image: External link]:[76]


	Flag: Flag of British Columbia[image: External link]


	Coat of arms: Coat of arms of British Columbia[image: External link]


	Floral emblem: Pacific dogwood[image: External link]


	Mineral emblem: Jade[image: External link]


	Tree emblem: Western red cedar[image: External link]


	Bird emblem: Steller's jay[image: External link]


	Mammal emblem: "Spirit" or Kermode bear[image: External link]


	Fish emblem: Pacific salmon[image: External link]


	Tartan emblem: British Columbia Tartan[image: External link]




The flag of British Columbia is not protected and is in the public domain.[77] However, the coat of arms of British Columbia is protected by law; no one may "without the permission of the minister, assume, display or use the Coat of Arms of British Columbia or a design so closely resembling it as to be likely to deceive."[76]
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 Civil rights




British Columbia was the second Canadian jurisdiction (after Ontario[image: External link]) to legalize same-sex marriage[image: External link].[78]
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 Social issues
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 Housing affordability




Housing affordability[image: External link] is of concern to British Columbians.[79]
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 Fentanyl crisis




In April 2016 the government of British Columbia declared a public health emergency due to overdoses on the illicit opioid Fentanyl[image: External link]. As of November 2016, there had been 755 cases of Fentanyl overdose.[80]
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 Transportation




Transportation played a huge role in British Columbia's history. The Rocky Mountains and the ranges west of them constituted a significant obstacle to overland travel until the completion of the transcontinental railway in 1885. The Peace River Canyon through the Rocky Mountains was the route that the earliest explorers and fur traders used. Fur trade routes were only marginally used for access to British Columbia through the mountains. Travel from the rest of Canada before 1885 meant the difficulty of overland travel via the United States, around Cape Horn[image: External link] or overseas from Asia. Nearly all travel and freight to and from the region occurred via the Pacific Ocean, primarily through the ports of Victoria and New Westminster.

Until the 1930s, rail was the only means of overland travel to and from the rest of Canada; travellers using motor vehicles needed to journey through the United States. With the construction of the Inter-Provincial Highway in 1932 (now known as the Crowsnest Pass Highway[image: External link]), and later the Trans-Canada Highway[image: External link], road transportation evolved into the preferred mode of overland travel to and from the rest of the country.
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 Roads and highways




Main article: List of British Columbia provincial highways[image: External link]


Because of its size and rugged, varying topography, British Columbia requires thousands of kilometres of provincial highways to connect its communities. British Columbia's roads systems were notoriously poorly maintained and dangerous until a concentrated programme of improvement was initiated in the 1950s and 1960s. There are now freeways[image: External link] in Greater Victoria, the Lower Mainland, and Central Interior of the province. Much of the rest of the province, where traffic volumes are generally low, is accessible by well-maintained generally high-mobility two-lane arterial highways[image: External link] with additional passing lanes in mountainous areas and usually only a few stop-controlled intersections outside the main urban areas.

A couple of busy intercity corridors outside Greater Vancouver feature more heavily signalized limited-mobility arterial highways that are mostly four-lane and often divided by portable median traffic barriers[image: External link]. Highway 1[image: External link] on Vancouver Island[image: External link] and Highway 97 through the Okanagan Valley[image: External link] are medium- to high-volume roadways with variable posted speeds that range from 50 km/h to maximums just slightly lower than the principal grade-separated[image: External link] highways. Numerous traffic lights[image: External link] operate in place of interchanges[image: External link] on both arterials as long-term cost-cutting measures. Signalization along both these highways is heaviest through urban areas and along inter-urban sections where traffic volumes are similar to and sometimes higher than the freeways, but where funding is not available for upgrades to interchanges or construction of high-mobility alternative routes or bypasses. The building and maintenance of provincial highways is the responsibility of the British Columbia Ministry of Transportation[image: External link] and Infrastructure.[81]

There are only five major routes to the rest of Canada. From south to north they are: BC Highway 3[image: External link] through the Crowsnest Pass[image: External link], the Vermilion Pass[image: External link] (Highway 93 in both British Columbia[image: External link] and Alberta[image: External link]), the Kicking Horse Pass[image: External link], the latter being used by the Trans-Canada Highway entering Alberta through Banff National Park[image: External link], the Yellowhead Highway[image: External link] (16) through Jasper National Park[image: External link], and Highway 2[image: External link] through Dawson Creek[image: External link]. There are also several highway crossings to the adjoining American states of Washington, Idaho, and Montana. The longest highway is Highway 97, running 2,081 km (1,293 mi) from the British Columbia-Washington border at Osoyoos[image: External link] north to Watson Lake, Yukon[image: External link] and which includes the British Columbia portion of the Alaska Highway[image: External link].
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 Public transit




Prior to 1979, surface public transit[image: External link] was administered by BC Hydro, the provincially owned electricity utility. Subsequently, the province established BC Transit[image: External link] to oversee and operate all municipal transportation systems. In 1998, the Greater Vancouver Transportation Authority ( TransLink[image: External link]) (now South Coast British Columbia Transportation Authority), a separate authority for routes within the Greater Vancouver Regional District was established.

Public transit in British Columbia consists mainly of diesel buses, although Vancouver is also serviced by a fleet of trolleybuses[image: External link]. Several experimental buses are being tested such as hybrid[image: External link] buses that have both gasoline and electric engines. Additionally, there are CNG-fueled buses being tested and used in Nanaimo and Kamloops systems.[82] British Columbia also tested a fleet of Hydrogen-fueled buses for the Vancouver-Whistler Winter Olympics in 2010.[83] TransLink operates SkyTrain[image: External link], an automated metro[image: External link] system serving the cities of Vancouver, Burnaby, New Westminster, North Surrey and Richmond. In 2009, the Canada Line SkyTrain was completed, linking Vancouver International Airport and the city of Richmond to downtown Vancouver bringing the total to three operating metro lines.

A new line to Coquitlam and Port Moody[image: External link] (the Evergreen Line[image: External link]) was completed in December 2016. There is planning for an extension of the Millennium Line through Vancouver City to the University of British Columbia[image: External link]. Turnstiles have been added to all existing stations in the system. In the past, SkyTrain used a proof of payment honour system. In the capital city of Victoria BC Transit and the provincial government's infrastructure ministry are working together to create a bus rapid transit from the Westshore communities to downtown Victoria.[84] In Kamloop's there is a rapid transit/ bus GPS trail underway to see how bus rapid transit effects smaller cities, rather than larger (Victoria and Vancouver).
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 Rail




Rail development expanded greatly in the decades after the Canadian Pacific Railway[image: External link] was completed, in 1885, and was the chief mode of long-distance surface transportation until the expansion and improvement of the provincial highways system began in the 1950s. Two major routes through the Yellowhead Pass[image: External link] competed with the Canadian Pacific Railway—the Grand Trunk Pacific[image: External link], terminating at Prince Rupert[image: External link], and the Canadian Northern Railway[image: External link], terminating at Vancouver.

The Pacific Great Eastern[image: External link] line supplemented this service, providing a north–south route between interior resource communities and the coast. The Pacific Great Eastern (later known as British Columbia Railway and now owned by Canadian National Railway) connects Fort St James, Fort Nelson, and Tumbler Ridge[image: External link] with North Vancouver[image: External link]. The E&N Railway, rebranded as Southern Railway of Vancouver Island[image: External link], serves the commercial and passenger train markets of Vancouver Island by owning the physical rail lines.

Amtrak[image: External link] runs international passenger service between Vancouver and Seattle[image: External link].

The White Pass and Yukon Route[image: External link] runs between Alaska[image: External link] and the Yukon[image: External link], via British Columbia.
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 Water




BC Ferries[image: External link] was established as a provincial crown corporation in 1960 to provide passenger and vehicle ferry service between Vancouver Island and the Lower Mainland as a cheaper and more reliable alternative to the service operated by the Canadian Pacific Railway. It now operates 25 routes among the islands of British Columbia[image: External link], as well as between the islands and the mainland. Ferry service to Washington is offered by the Washington State Ferries[image: External link] (between Sidney[image: External link] and Anacortes[image: External link]) and Black Ball Transport[image: External link] (between Victoria and Port Angeles, Washington[image: External link]). Ferry service over inland lakes and rivers is provided by the provincial government.

Commercial ocean transport is of vital importance. Major ports are located at Vancouver, Roberts Bank[image: External link] (near Tsawwassen[image: External link]), Prince Rupert[image: External link], and Victoria.[85][86] Of these, the Port of Vancouver[image: External link] is the most important, being the largest in Canada and the most diversified in North America.

Vancouver, Victoria, and Prince Rupert are also major ports of call for cruise ships[image: External link]. In 2007, a large maritime container port[image: External link] was opened in Prince Rupert[image: External link] with an inland sorting port located in Prince George.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Air




Main article: List of airports in British Columbia[image: External link]


There are over 200 airports located throughout British Columbia, the major ones being the Vancouver International Airport[image: External link], the Victoria International Airport[image: External link], the Kelowna International Airport[image: External link], and the Abbotsford International Airport[image: External link], the first three of which each served over 1,000,000 passengers in 2005. Vancouver International Airport is the 2nd busiest airport[image: External link] in the country and the second biggest International Gateway on the west coast (after Los Angeles) with an estimated 17.9 million travellers passing through in 2008.
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 Culture
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 Outdoor life




Given its varied mountainous terrain and its coasts, lakes, rivers, and forests, British Columbia has long been enjoyed for pursuits like hiking and camping, rock climbing and mountaineering, hunting[image: External link] and fishing[image: External link].

Water sports, both motorized and non-motorized, are enjoyed in many places. Sea kayaking[image: External link] opportunities abound on the British Columbia coast with its fjords[image: External link]. Whitewater[image: External link] rafting[image: External link] and kayaking[image: External link] are popular on many inland rivers. Sailing[image: External link] and sailboarding[image: External link] are widely enjoyed.

In winter, cross-country[image: External link] and telemark skiing[image: External link] are much enjoyed, and in recent decades high-quality downhill[image: External link] skiing[image: External link] has been developed in the Coast Mountain range and the Rockies, as well as in the southern areas of the Shuswap Highlands and the Columbia Mountains[image: External link]. Snowboarding[image: External link] has mushroomed in popularity since the early 1990s. The 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link] downhill events were held in Whistler Blackcomb[image: External link] area of the province, while the indoor events were conducted in the Vancouver area.

In Vancouver and Victoria (as well as some other cities), opportunities for joggers[image: External link] and bicyclists have been developed. Cross-country bike touring has been popular since the ten-speed[image: External link] bike became available many years ago. Since the advent of the more robust mountain bike[image: External link], trails in more rugged and wild places have been developed for them. A 2016 poll on global biking website Pinkbike[image: External link] rated BC as the top destination mountain bikers would like to ride.[87] Some of the province's retired rail beds have been converted and maintained for hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing. Longboarding[image: External link] is also a popular activity because of the hilly geography of the region.

Horseback riding[image: External link] is enjoyed by many British Columbians. Opportunities for trail riding[image: External link], often into especially scenic areas, have been established for tourists in numerous areas of the province.

British Columbia also has strong participation levels in many other sports, including golf[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], soccer[image: External link], hockey[image: External link], Canadian football[image: External link], rugby union[image: External link], lacrosse[image: External link], baseball[image: External link], softball[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], curling[image: External link] and figure skating[image: External link]. British Columbia has produced many outstanding athletes, especially in aquatic and winter sports[image: External link].

Consistent with both increased tourism and increased participation in diverse recreations by British Columbians has been the proliferation of lodges[image: External link], chalets[image: External link], bed and breakfasts[image: External link], motels, hotels, fishing camps, and park-camping facilities in recent decades.

In certain areas, there are businesses, non-profit societies, or municipal governments dedicated to promoting ecotourism[image: External link] in their region. A number of British Columbia farmers offer visitors to combine tourism with farm work, for example, through the WWOOF[image: External link] Canada program.[88]
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 Education




See also: Higher education in British Columbia[image: External link]


Public universities include:


	University of British Columbia[image: External link]

	Simon Fraser University[image: External link]

	University of Victoria[image: External link]

	University of Northern British Columbia[image: External link]

	Vancouver Island University[image: External link]

	Kwantlen Polytechnic University

	Thompson Rivers University[image: External link]

	Emily Carr University of Art and Design[image: External link]

	Capilano University[image: External link]

	University of the Fraser Valley[image: External link]



In September 2014 there were 11,000 international students in BC public K-12 schools and about 3,000 international students in other BC K-12 schools.[89] As of 2006 there were 59 school districts. As of the same year, 44 of them offered French immersion programs. Conseil scolaire francophone de la Colombie-Britannique[image: External link], established in 1995, operates French-language public schools throughout the entire province.[90]
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 See also





	Bibliography of British Columbia[image: External link]

	Index of British Columbia-related articles[image: External link]

	List of designated places in British Columbia[image: External link]

	List of historic places in British Columbia[image: External link]

	List of people from British Columbia[image: External link]

	List of regions of Canada[image: External link]

	Outline of British Columbia[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ "Population and dwelling counts, for Canada, provinces and territories, 2016 and 2011censuses"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. February 8, 2017. Retrieved February 8, 2012.


	
^ "Population by year of Canada of Canada and territories"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada[image: External link]. September 26, 2014. Retrieved March 20, 2016.


	
^ According to the Oxford Guide to Canadian English Usage (ISBN 0-19-541619-8[image: External link]; p. 335), BCer(s) is an informal demonym that is sometimes used for residents of BC


	
^ Statistics Canada. Gross domestic product, expenditure-based, by province and territory (2015)[image: External link]; November 9, 2016 [Retrieved January 26, 2017].


	
^ "Pacific Northwest Washington Oregon British Columbia"[image: External link]. Celebratebig.com. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ "Northwest Hiking Trails: Washington, Oregon, Idaho"[image: External link]. Cooltrails.com. Retrieved January 24, 2012.


	
^ Minutes of the Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Volume 90, Issue 1887, 1887, pp. 453-455, Obituary. Major-General Richard Clement Moody, R.E., 1813–1887.


	
^ a b Donald J. Hauka, McGowan's War, Vancouver: 2003, New Star Books, p.146


	
^ a b Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West: A History of British Columbia, (Toronto: University of Toronto), p.71


	
^ "Col. Richard Clement Moody -- Postscript"[image: External link]. Retrieved July 4, 2016.


	
^ a b Margaret Ormsby, Richard Clement Moody, in Dictionary of Canadian Biography Online


	
^ a b "Heraldic Science Héraldique, Arms and Devices of Provinces and Territories, British Columbia"[image: External link]. Retrieved November 3, 2016.


	
^ "Population Estimates, British Columbia and Sub-Provincial"[image: External link]. BC Stats. December 2012. Retrieved February 12, 2014.


	
^ "2014 British Columbia Financial and Economic Review, 74 th Edition April 2013 – March 2014"[image: External link] (PDF). BC Ministry of Finance. July 2014. Retrieved March 11, 2016.


	
^ "Canadian climate normals 1981–2010 Vancouver International Airport"[image: External link]. Environment Canada. Retrieved October 3, 2015.


	
^ Martin, Ged (1978). "The Naming of British Columbia". Albion: A Quarterly Journal Concerned with British Studies. 10 (3): 257–263. JSTOR[image: External link]  4048132[image: External link].


	
^ Akrigg, Helen B. and G.P.V. (1977). British Columbia Chronicle, 1847–1871: Gold & Colonists[image: External link] (illustrated ed.). Discovery Press.


	
^ "Why is the Western Region of Canada Called British Columbia?"[image: External link]. Retrieved May 17, 2017.


	
^ "Vanderhoof"[image: External link]. Tourism BC. Retrieved April 26, 2007.


	
^ "Canadian Climate Normals 1981–2010 Station Data"[image: External link]. weather.gc.ca.


	
^ Heidorn, Keith C. (2002). "North America's Record Cold"[image: External link]. The Weather Doctor Almanac. Retrieved July 14, 2012.


	
^ "Daily Data Report for July 1941"[image: External link]. Climate.weatheroffice.gc.ca. September 21, 2010. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 28, 2011. Retrieved February 22, 2011.


	
^ "Canadian Climate Normals or Averages 1981–2010"[image: External link]. Environment Canada. Retrieved December 19, 2014.


	
^ Attenborough, D.1998. The Life of Birds. BBC publication. ISBN[image: External link] 0563-38792-0[image: External link]


	
^ BC Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management, Conservation Data Centre


	
^ Coates, K.D.; Haeussler, S.; Lindeburgh, S.; Pojar, R.; Stock, A.J. (1994). Ecology and silviculture of interior spruce in British Columbia. Canada/British Columbia Partnership Agreement For. Resour. Devel. (Report). FRDA.


	
^ Turner, Nancy (September 2007). "Importance of biodiversity for First Peoples of British Columbia"[image: External link] (PDF). Biodiversity BC. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ Robert James Muckle (2007). The First Nations of British Columbia: An Anthropological Survey[image: External link]. UBC Press. pp. 18–19. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7748-4010-1[image: External link].


	
^ a b c Dawn Elaine Bastian; Judy K. Mitchell (2004). Handbook of Native American Mythology[image: External link]. ABC-CLIO. p. 6. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-85109-533-9[image: External link].


	
^ a b Bengtson, J.D (2008). "Materials for a Comparative Grammar of the Dene-Caucasian (Sino-Caucasian) Languages – In Aspects of Comparative Linguistics"[image: External link] (PDF). Moscow- RSUH. pp. 45–118. Retrieved April 11, 2010.


	
^ a b c "First Nations – People of the Northwest Coast"[image: External link]. BC Archives. 1999. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 14, 2010. Retrieved April 11, 2010.


	
^ Boyd, Robert T. "Demographic History, 1774–1874" in Handbook of North American Indians: 7 the Northwest Coast. Smithsonian Institution. 1990.


	
^ Gilmartin, Mary. "Colonialism/ Imperialism" in Key Concepts in Political Geography. Sage Publications. 2009.120


	
^ Gilmartin, Mary. "Colonialism/ Imperialism" in Key Concepts in Political Geography. Sage Publications. 2009. 120–121


	
^ Gilmartin, Mary. "Colonialism/ Imperialism" in Key Concepts in Political Geography. Sage Publications. 2009. 121


	
^ Lange, Greg (January 23, 2003). "Smallpox epidemic ravages Native Americans on the northwest coast of North America in the 1770s"[image: External link]. Historylink.org. Retrieved February 22, 2011.


	
^ "Plagues and Peoples on the Northwest Coast"[image: External link]. .h-net.msu.edu. Retrieved February 22, 2011.


	
^ Scott, Laura Elaine (1983). The Imposition of British Culture as Portrayed in the New Westminster Capital Plan of 1859 to 1862. Simon Fraser University. p. 13.


	
^ Scott, Laura Elaine (1983). The Imposition of British Culture as Portrayed in the New Westminster Capital Plan of 1859 to 1862. Simon Fraser University. p. 19.


	
^ a b Scott, Laura Elaine (1983). The Imposition of British Culture as Portrayed in the New Westminster Capital Plan of 1859 to 1862. Simon Fraser University. p. 26.


	
^ Moody, Richard Clement. Letter of Colonel Richard Clement Moody, R.E., to Arthur Blackwood, February 1, 1859, preserved in the British Columbia Historical Quarterly (January – April 1951), ed. Willard E. Ireland, Archives of British Columbia. British Columbia Historical Association. pp. 85–107.


	
^ Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West: A History of British Columbia, (Toronto: University of Toronto) p.7


	
^ Scott, Laura Elaine (1983). The Imposition of British Culture as Portrayed in the New Westminster Capital Plan of 1859 to 1862. Simon Fraser University. p. 27.


	
^ British Columbia History magazine vol.48 no.2 Summer 2015, Book Review – From the West Coast to the Western Front: British Columbians and the Great War by Greg Dickson and Mark Forsythe


	
^ Schroeder, Andreas (1992). Carved From Wood; Mission, BC, 1861–1992. The Mission Foundation. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-55056-131-9[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d Michelmann, Hans; Smith, David; De Clercy, Cristine (2006). Continuity And Change in Canadian Politics: Essays in Honour of David E. Smith[image: External link]. University of Toronto Press. p. 184.


	
^ "Boom in the Big Triangle"[image: External link]. Popular Mechanics: 102–107/246. June 1952.


	
^ Elections BC (1998). "Electoral History of British Columbia 1871–1986"[image: External link] (PDF). Archived from the original[image: External link] (PDF) on June 14, 2007. Retrieved April 26, 2007.


	
^ Palmer, Bryan (1987). Solidarity: The Rise and Fall of an Opposition in British Columbia. Vancouver: New Star Books.


	
^ Wallechinsky, D.; Loucky J. (2010). The Complete Book of the Winter Olympics: 2010 Edition. p. 12.


	
^ Staff (November 3, 2010). "BC Premier Campbell stepping down"[image: External link]. CBC News. Retrieved May 22, 2014.


	
^ "Christy Clark leads BC Liberals to surprise majority"[image: External link]. CBC. May 15, 2013.


	
^ Tara Carman (August 5, 2016). "Canadians flock to B.C. in search of jobs"[image: External link]. Vancouver Sun. Retrieved April 21, 2017.


	
^ "Statistics Canada — Population"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on May 19, 2006.


	
^ "Canada's population"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 4, 2008. Retrieved September 28, 2006.


	
^ "Major religious denominations"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "Profile of British Columbia"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "Religions in Canada"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Retrieved February 22, 2011.


	
^ "2006 Canadian Census"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "100 most common surnames in a changing Metro Vancouver"[image: External link]. Vancouver Sun. Canada.com. November 3, 2007.


	
^ "Search for a Surname"[image: External link]. gbnames. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "Canada's Ethnocultural Mosaic, 2006 Census: Provinces and territories"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "Detailed Mother Tongue (148), Single and Multiple Language Responses (3) and Sex (3) for the Population of Canada, Provinces, Territories, Census Metropolitan Areas and Census Agglomerations, 2006 Census – 20% Sample Data"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. 2007.


	
^ "Population and Dwelling Counts, for Canada, Provinces and Territories, Census Metropolitan Areas and Census Agglomerations"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. 2002. Retrieved April 26, 2007.


	
^ Indian reserve populations are not included in these figures


	
^ "Community Profiles from the 2006 Census, Statistics Canada – Census Subdivision"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. December 6, 2010. Retrieved April 13, 2013.


	
^ "Aboriginal Peoples – Data table"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. October 6, 2010. Retrieved April 13, 2013.


	
^ "Economic output in the West"[image: External link] (PDF). State of the West 2010. Canada West Foundation. pp. 103–109. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "Film and TV"[image: External link]. Vancouver Economic Development. 2005. Archived from the original[image: External link] on January 1, 2007. Retrieved April 26, 2007.


	
^ "Hard on Health of Mining Communities"[image: External link]. University of British Columbia. September 2006. Retrieved April 26, 2007.


	
^ "Gross domestic product, expenditure-based, by province and territory"[image: External link]. Statistics Canada. November 10, 2009. Retrieved May 22, 2014.


	
^ Bergen, Rachel (June 26, 2013). "BC’s debt clock at $57 billion and growing"[image: External link]. CTV News. Retrieved May 22, 2014.


	
^ "Search for a Surname"[image: External link]. gbnames. Retrieved September 21, 2014.n/const/c1867_e.html#provincial Executive Power in the Provinces] under the Constitutional Act, 1867.


	
^ Galloway, Gloria (December 3, 2015). "Liberals to set up advisory board for Senate nominees, but BC won't take part"[image: External link]. Globe and Mail. Toronto, Ontario, Canada. Retrieved December 4, 2015.


	
^ a b Baldrey, Keith (December 3, 2015). "Why Christy Clark is rejecting Justin Trudeau’s reform of the Senate"[image: External link]. Global News. Shaw Media Inc. Retrieved December 4, 2015.


	
^ a b "Provincial Symbols and Honours Act"[image: External link]. Her Majesty the Queen in Right of British Columbia. 1996. Retrieved August 8, 2014.


	
^ "Official Symbols of British Columbia"[image: External link]. Government of British Columbia. Archived from the original[image: External link] on February 16, 2014. Retrieved August 8, 2014.


	
^ "Same-Sex rights: Canada timeline"[image: External link]. CBC News. March 1, 2007. Retrieved January 24, 2010.


	
^ Ashifa Kassam in Toronto. "Vancouver slaps 15% tax on foreign house buyers in effort to cool market | World news"[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved April 21, 2017.


	
^ "2016 in Review: Vancouver and B.C.'s fentanyl crisis | Metro Vancouver"[image: External link]. Metronews.ca. December 26, 2016. Retrieved April 21, 2017.


	
^ BC ministry of transportation and infrastructure (2013). "BC highways"[image: External link]. Retrieved October 24, 2013.


	
^ "Our Fleet"[image: External link]. BC Transit. Retrieved April 21, 2017.


	
^ "Case Study - BC Transit Fuel Cell Bus Fleet"[image: External link]. Chfca.ca. Retrieved April 21, 2017.


	
^ "BC Transit - 404 - Page Not Found"[image: External link]. bctransit.com. Retrieved May 17, 2017.


	
^ "International Shipping in British Columbia"[image: External link]. Chamber of Shipping of BC. Archived from the original[image: External link] on July 29, 2013. Retrieved September 21, 2014.


	
^ "BC Ports handbook "[image: External link] (PDF). Chamber of Shipping of BC.


	
^ "Where would you go, if you could road trip anywhere? - Pinkbike Poll - Pinkbike"[image: External link]. Pinkbike. Retrieved March 2, 2017.


	
^ "WWOOF — Willing Workers on Organic Farms, Canada"[image: External link].


	
^ Sherlock, Tracy. "BC school shutdown has China 'concerned'[image: External link]." Vancouver Sun[image: External link]. September 12, 2014. Retrieved on December 25, 2014.


	
^ Jacquet, Marianne. "The Discourse on Diversity in British Columbia Public Schools: From Difference to In/Difference" (Chapter 3). In: Gérin-Lajoie, Diane. Educators' Discourses on Student Diversity in Canada: Context, Policy, and Practice. Canadian Scholars’ Press, 2008. ISBN 1551303469[image: External link], 9781551303468. Start: p. 51[image: External link]. CITED: p. 54[image: External link].














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





	"British Columbia"[image: External link]. BC Geographical Names[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading






	Akrigg, G. P. V; Akrigg, Helen B (1997). British Columbia place names[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7748-0636-2[image: External link].

	Barman, Jean (2007). The West beyond the West: a history of British Columbia[image: External link]. Univ. of Toronto Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-8020-9309-4[image: External link].

	Dawson, Michael (2005). Selling British Columbia: Tourism and Consumer Culture, 1890–1970[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7748-1055-5[image: External link].

	Foster, Leslie T (2007). People, politics, and child welfare in British Columbia[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  978-0-7748-1372-3[image: External link].

	Harris, R Cole (1997). The resettlement of British Columbia : essays on colonialism and geographical change[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7748-0588-9[image: External link].

	McKee, Christopher (2000). Treaty talks in British Columbia: negotiating a mutually beneficial future[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7748-0824-1[image: External link].

	McGillivray, Brett (2000). Geography of British Columbia: people and landscapes in transition[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7748-0784-9[image: External link].

	Muckle, Robert James (1998). The First Nations of British Columbia: an anthropological survey[image: External link]. Univ. of British Columbia Press. ISBN[image: External link]  0-7748-0663-X[image: External link].

	Thirkell, Fred; Bob Scullion (2002). British Columbia 100 years ago: portraits of a province[image: External link]. Heritage House Pub. ISBN[image: External link]  1-894384-49-0[image: External link].

	Ver Berkmoes, Ryan; John Lee (2007). Guide to "British Columbia"[image: External link]. Lonely Planet. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1-74104-584-0[image: External link].






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Government of British Columbia website[image: External link]

	Tourism British Columbia official website[image: External link]

	BC Facts[image: External link]

	Newsroom[image: External link]

	BCStats & Infoline Weekly Digest[image: External link]

	
British Columbia[image: External link] at DMOZ[image: External link]


	
Provincial Archives including online photo database[image: External link][permanent dead link[image: External link]]


	Vancouver Public Library; Historical Photographs of BC & the Yukon[image: External link]

	BC Multicultural Photographs from the Vancouver Public Library – searchable photo database[image: External link]

	BC Government online map archive[image: External link]



Coordinates[image: External link]: 54°N 125°W[image: External link]



Categories[image: External link]:

	British Columbia[image: External link]

	1871 establishments in Canada[image: External link]

	Provinces and territories of Canada[image: External link]

	States and territories established in 1871[image: External link]

	Pacific Northwest[image: External link]

	Western Canada[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 14 June 2017, at 14:16.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article British Columbia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Columbia [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=British_Columbia [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Acting career

	3 Music career

	4 Public image

	5 Activism

	6 Personal life

	7 Filmography

	8 Stage

	9 Discography

	10 Awards and nominations

	11 References

	12 Further reading

	13 External links





Scarlett Johansson






Not to be confused with Scarlett Alice Johnson[image: External link].

Scarlett Johansson (/dZoU'haensen /[image: External link]; born November 22, 1984) is an American actress, model, and singer. She made her film debut in the fantasy comedy North[image: External link] (1994). Johansson subsequently starred in Manny & Lo[image: External link] (1996), and garnered further acclaim and prominence with roles in The Horse Whisperer[image: External link] (1998) and Ghost World[image: External link] (2001). She shifted to adult roles with her performances in Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link] (2003) and Lost in Translation[image: External link] (2003), for which she won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link].

Her subsequent films included A Love Song for Bobby Long[image: External link] (2004), Match Point[image: External link] (2005), The Island[image: External link] (2005), The Black Dahlia[image: External link] (2006), The Prestige[image: External link] (2006), The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link] (2008), Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link] (2008), He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link] (2009), Don Jon[image: External link] (2013), Her[image: External link] (2013), Under the Skin[image: External link] (2013), Lucy[image: External link] (2014), The Jungle Book[image: External link] (2016), and Ghost in the Shell[image: External link] (2017). Since 2010, Johansson has also portrayed the Marvel Comics character Black Widow[image: External link] in the Marvel Cinematic Universe[image: External link].[1] She won the Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play[image: External link] for her performance in the 2010 Broadway revival of A View from the Bridge[image: External link]. As a singer, Johansson has released two albums, Anywhere I Lay My Head[image: External link] (2008) and Break Up[image: External link] (2009).

Johansson is considered one of Hollywood's modern sex symbols[image: External link], and has frequently appeared in published lists of the sexiest women in the world. As of May 2017, she is the highest-grossing actress of all time in North America, with her films making over $3.6 billion.[2] In 2016, she was the highest-grossing actress, with a $1.2 billion total for the year.[3][4]



TOP
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 Early life




Johansson was born in Manhattan.[5] Her father, Karsten Johansson, is an architect originally from Copenhagen, Denmark,[6] and her paternal grandfather, Ejner Johansson, was an art historian, screenwriter, and director. Her mother, Melanie Sloan, a producer, comes from an Ashkenazi Jewish[image: External link] family from the Bronx;[7][8][9] Sloan's ancestors were Jewish emigrants from Poland and Belarus in the Russian Empire[image: External link].[10][11] Scarlett has an older sister, Vanessa, also an actress; an older brother, Adrian; a twin brother, Hunter (who appeared with her in the film Manny & Lo[image: External link]);[12][13] and an older half-brother, Christian, from her father's first marriage. She holds both United States and Danish passports and citizenship.[14]

Johansson grew up in a household with "little money",[15] and with a mother who was a "film buff".[16] She and her twin brother attended PS 41[image: External link] elementary school in the Greenwich Village[image: External link] neighborhood of Manhattan.[17] Johansson began her theatrical training by attending and graduating from Professional Children's School[image: External link] in Manhattan in 2002.[18]
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 Acting career
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 Early roles




Johansson began acting during childhood, after her mother started taking her to auditions. She would audition for commercials but took rejection so hard her mother began limiting her to film tryouts.[19] She made her film debut at the age of nine, as John Ritter[image: External link]'s daughter in the fantasy comedy North[image: External link] (1994).[5] Following minor roles in the mystery thriller Just Cause[image: External link] (1995), as the daughter of Sean Connery and Kate Capshaw[image: External link], and If Lucy Fell[image: External link] (1996), she played the role of Amanda in Manny & Lo[image: External link] (1996). Her performance in Manny & Lo garnered a nomination for the Independent Spirit Award for Best Lead Female[image: External link],[5] and positive reviews, one noting, "[the film] grows on you, largely because of the charm of ... Scarlett Johansson",[20] while San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] critic Mick LaSalle[image: External link] commented on her "peaceful aura", and wrote, "If she can get through puberty with that aura undisturbed, she could become an important actress."[21]

After appearing in minor roles in Fall[image: External link] and Home Alone 3[image: External link] (both 1997), Johansson garnered widely spread attention for her performance in the film The Horse Whisperer[image: External link] (1998), directed by Robert Redford.[5] She received a nomination for the Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Most Promising Actress[image: External link] for the film.[22] In 1999, she appeared in My Brother the Pig[image: External link] and in the neo-noir[image: External link] Coen brothers[image: External link] film The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link] (2001). Also in 1999, she appeared in the music video for Mandy Moore[image: External link]'s single, " Candy[image: External link]".[23] Although the film Ghost World[image: External link] (2001) was not a box office success,[24] she received praise for her performance in what is considered her break-out role.[25][26][27] Credited with "sensitivity and talent [that] belie her age".[28] In 2002, she appeared in the horror comedy Eight Legged Freaks[image: External link] with David Arquette[image: External link].[29]
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 Transition to adult roles




Johansson made the transition from teen roles to adult roles, with two roles in 2003.[30] In the Sofia Coppola[image: External link] film Lost in Translation[image: External link], she played Charlotte, a listless and lonely young wife, opposite Bill Murray.[31][32] Roger Ebert[image: External link] wrote that he loved the film and described the performances of Johansson and Murray as "wonderful".[33] Entertainment Weekly wrote of Johansson's "embracing, restful serenity",[34] and The New York Times said, "At 18, the actress gets away with playing a 25-year-old woman by using her husky voice to test the level of acidity in the air ... Ms. Johansson is not nearly as accomplished a performer as Mr. Murray, but Ms. Coppola gets around this by using Charlotte's simplicity and curiosity as keys to her character."[35] Johansson won the BAFTA Award[image: External link][36] and was nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actress[image: External link].[37][38] She received nominations from a number of film critic organizations, including the Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link][39] and the Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link].[40]

At age 18, Johansson played Griet in Peter Webber[image: External link]'s Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link] (2003). While noting, "Audiences feel as if they are spying on a moment of artistic inspiration when painter Vermeer creates the title work", USA Today[image: External link] praised her, suggesting, "[She] is having a banner year that Oscar voters should recognize."[41] In his review for The New Yorker[image: External link], Anthony Lane[image: External link] said, "What keeps Webber's movie alive is the tenseness of the setup ... and, above all, the presence of Johansson. She is often wordless and close to plain onscreen, but wait for the ardor with which she can summon a closeup and bloom under its gaze; this is her film, not Vermeer's, all the way."[42] Owen Gleiberman[image: External link], for Entertainment Weekly, wrote of her "nearly silent performance", observing, "The interplay on her face of fear, ignorance, curiosity, and sex is intensely dramatic."[43] She was nominated for the Golden Globe for Best Actress in a Drama[37] and the BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Leading Role[image: External link].[36] She was nominated by the London Film Critics' Circle[image: External link],[44] the Phoenix Film Critics Society.

Johansson was invited to join the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in June 2004.[45] The same year, she had voice or onscreen roles in five films: The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie[image: External link]; A Good Woman[image: External link], an adaptation of Oscar Wilde[image: External link]'s Lady Windermere's Fan[image: External link], which had a limited U.S. release, and was both a box office[46] and critical[47] failure, described by The New York Times as a "misbegotten Hollywood-minded screen adaptation" with "an excruciating divide between the film's British actors (led by Tom Wilkinson and Stephen Campbell Moore), who are comfortable delivering Wilde's aphorisms ... and its American marquee names, Helen Hunt and Scarlett Johansson, [who have] little connection to the English language as spoken in the high Wildean style";[48] the critically panned teen heist film The Perfect Score[image: External link],[49] the romantic comedy In Good Company[image: External link], a critical and box office success;[50] and, finally, the dark, Southern drama, A Love Song for Bobby Long[image: External link], for which she earned her a third Golden Globe for Best Actress nomination.[37]
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 2005–2007




In July 2005, Johansson starred with Ewan McGregor[image: External link] in Michael Bay[image: External link]'s science fiction film The Island[image: External link], in dual roles as Sarah Jordan and her clone, Jordan Two Delta. The film was a commercial failure[51][52] and received mixed critical reviews.[53][54] In contrast, her role as Nola, the American actress with whom Chris (Jonathan Rhys Meyers[image: External link]) is obsessed, in the Woody Allen[image: External link]-directed drama Match Point[image: External link], was well received. The New York Times said, "Ms. Johansson and Mr. Rhys-Meyers manage some of the best acting seen in a Woody Allen movie in a long time, escaping the archness and emotional disconnection that his writing often imposes."[55] Johansson received her fourth Golden Globe nomination,[37] and one from the Chicago Film Critics Association[image: External link], for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[40]

In another collaboration with Allen, she was cast opposite Hugh Jackman[image: External link] and Allen in the film Scoop[image: External link] (2006). While the film enjoyed a modest worldwide box office success,[56] it received mixed reviews by critics.[57][58] The same year, she appeared in Brian De Palma[image: External link]'s The Black Dahlia[image: External link], a film noir[image: External link] shot in Los Angeles and Bulgaria. Johansson later said she was a De Palma fan and had wanted to work with him on the film, even though she thought that she was "physically wrong" for the part.[59]

Johansson next had a supporting role in the Christopher Nolan[image: External link] thriller The Prestige[image: External link] (2006), again opposite Hugh Jackman, as well as Christian Bale. Nolan, who described Johansson as possessing an "ambiguity... a shielded quality",[60] said he was "very keen" for her to play the role.[61] Johansson said, "I loved working with [Christopher Nolan]. He's incredibly focused and driven and involved, and really involved in the performance in every aspect. He's incredible to watch."[62] The film was both a critical[63] and a worldwide box office[64] success, recommended by the Los Angeles Times as "an adult, provocative piece of work."[65] Also in 2006, Johansson starred in the short film When the Deal Goes Down, directed by Bennett Miller[image: External link], set to Bob Dylan[image: External link]'s "When the Deal Goes Down...", released to promote Dylan's album, Modern Times[image: External link].[66]

Johansson starred in The Nanny Diaries[image: External link] (2007), alongside Laura Linney[image: External link]. The film performed only marginally well at the box office,[67] and was critically panned.[68] Johansson's reviews were mixed, with Variety[image: External link] saying, "[She] essays an engaging heroine",[69] while The New Yorker criticized her for looking "merely confused" while "trying to give the material a plausible emotional center".[70]
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 2008–2012




In 2008, Johansson starred in The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link], with Natalie Portman[image: External link] and Eric Bana[image: External link],[71] a film which garnered mixed reviews.[72][73] Writing for Rolling Stone, Pete Travers criticized the film for "[moving] in frustrating herks and jerks", but was more positive in his assessment of Johansson and Portman, and wrote, "What works is the combustible teaming of Natalie Portman and Scarlett Johansson, who give the Boleyn hotties a tough core of intelligence and wit, swinging the film's sixteenth-century protofeminist issues handily into this one."[74]

Johansson filmed her third Woody Allen film, Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link], in Spain,[75] appearing opposite Javier Bardem[image: External link] and Penélope Cruz[image: External link]. The film was one of Allen's most profitable[76] and appeared on many critics' top ten lists of the best films of 2008. She also played the femme fatale[image: External link] Silken Floss in Frank Miller's[image: External link] film noir, comedy adaptation of The Spirit[image: External link]. The film received mostly poor reviews.[77] Johansson later appeared in the role of Anna Marks, a yoga instructor, in the ensemble cast of He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link] (2009), with Jennifer Connelly[image: External link], Bradley Cooper, Drew Barrymore[image: External link] and Kevin Connolly[image: External link]. The film was a box office success[78] but only gained average critical reception.[79][80]

In March 2009, Johansson signed on to play Natalia Romanova/Natasha Romanoff, aka "The Black Widow"[image: External link] in Iron Man 2[image: External link][81] after Emily Blunt[image: External link] was forced to drop the role due to a scheduling conflict.[82] The film was released on May 7, 2010.[83] The film was a box office success[84] and received mostly positive reviews from critics.[85] In 2011, Johansson played the role of Kelly, a zookeeper in the family film We Bought a Zoo[image: External link]. The film gained mainly favorable reviews.[86]

In November 2011, it was reported that she planned to make her directorial debut by adapting Truman Capote[image: External link]'s novel, Summer Crossing[image: External link], with the screenplay written by playwright Tristine Skyler[image: External link].[87][88][89] Johansson reprised the role of Natasha Romanoff in The Avengers (2012). The Avengers received positive reviews[90] and was highly successful at the box office, becoming the third highest-grossing film both in the United States and worldwide.[91] In early March 2012, it was announced that Johansson had been cast as Janet Leigh[image: External link] in the Sacha Gervasi[image: External link]-directed film Hitchcock[image: External link], a behind-the-scenes drama about the making of Alfred Hitchcock[image: External link]'s 1960 film Psycho[image: External link].[92][93] Released in November 2012, Hitchcock received mixed to positive reviews.[94]

Johansson received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame on May 2, 2012, located at 6931 Hollywood Boulevard, in front of Madame Tussauds Hollywood[image: External link] wax museum.[95] Also in 2012, Johansson was cast in Joseph Gordon-Levitt's directorial debut, Don Jon[image: External link].[96] The film premiered at the 2013 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link],[97] and had its wide release in September 2013. Don Jon received positive reviews.[98] Johansson's performance was highlighted by critics; Claudia Puig of USA Today stated that she "gives one of her best performances as the bossy, gum-chewing Jersey girl".[99]
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 2013–present




In 2013, Johansson voiced the character Samantha, an intelligent computer operating system, in the Spike Jonze[image: External link] film Her[image: External link], replacing Samantha Morton[image: External link] in the role.[100] The film received critical acclaim upon release[101] with Johansson's performance being well-received among critics.[102][103] Johansson was also cast in the film Under the Skin[image: External link] (2013), the film adaptation directed by Jonathan Glazer[image: External link] of Michel Faber[image: External link]'s novel of the same name[image: External link].[104] The film was released in the United States in 2014, to positive reviews,[105] with Johansson receiving praise for her performance,[106][107] which included scenes of full frontal nudity[image: External link].[108]

In October 2014, it was announced that Johannson will star in and executive produce the upcoming eight-episode period series The Custom of the Country, based on Edith Wharton[image: External link]'s 1913 novel of the same name[image: External link]. She is set to play Undine Spragg, a young woman from the Midwest who tries to climb her way up the New York City social ladder. It will be written by Christopher Hampton[image: External link].[109][110]

Johansson reprised her role as Black Widow in the sequel Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link] (2014), alongside frequent co-star Chris Evans as the title character.[1] The film received positive reviews.[111] She played Molly in the film Chef[image: External link] (2014), alongside Jon Favreau[image: External link], Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] and Sofía Vergara[image: External link].[112] She also starred in Lucy[image: External link], a science fiction action film directed by Luc Besson[image: External link], which was released on July 25, 2014.[113] The film received largely positive, but also polarizing, critical reviews,[114][115][116] and grossed $458 million against a budget of $40 million.[117]

In 2015, Johansson again played Black Widow in Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link], alongside the original cast of the first Avengers film.[118] A mixture of close-ups, concealing costumes, stunt doubles and visual effects were used to help hide Johansson's pregnancy during filming.[119]

On January 5, 2015, Variety[image: External link] announced that Johansson signed on to play the lead role in a film adaptation[image: External link] of the Ghost in the Shell[image: External link] franchise, which will be directed by Rupert Sanders[image: External link] and produced by Avi Arad[image: External link] and Steven Paul[image: External link].[120][121] The casting of Johansson for the film was met with criticism from many fans and critics, calling the choice "whitewashing". A petition was created in the effort to have Johansson removed from the project.[122][123]

Johansson again reprised her role as Black Widow in Captain America: Civil War[image: External link], released in May 2016,[124][125] and will continue playing the character in Avengers: Infinity War[image: External link] scheduled for release in May 2018 and the untitled sequel[image: External link] scheduled for May 2019.

On March 11, 2017, Johansson hosted Saturday Night Live[image: External link] for the fifth time, making her the 17th person and just the fourth woman (after Candice Bergen[image: External link], Drew Barrymore[image: External link] and former cast member Tina Fey[image: External link]) to enter the NBC[image: External link] sketch comedy series' prestigious Five-Timers Club[image: External link].[126]
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 Stage work




Johansson made her first stage appearance when she was eight years old in the Off Broadway[image: External link] play Sophistry opposite Ethan Hawke[image: External link].[127][128] In January 2010, following previews that began December 28, 2009, Johansson made her debut on Broadway, as Catherine Carbone in the drama A View from the Bridge[image: External link], written by Arthur Miller[image: External link] and directed by Gregory Mosher[image: External link]. Liev Schreiber[image: External link] played opposite her.[129] Johansson won the 2010 Tony Award for Best Performance by a Featured Actress in a Play[image: External link], for her role in the play.[130] Her win received some backlash from critics and seasoned Broadway actors who felt she was undeserving of the award.[131]

Johansson starred as Maggie in a Broadway revival of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link] beginning January 17, 2013.[132] Her performance received mixed reviews from critics.[133] Thom Geier, writing for Entertainment Weekly, wrote, "Scarlett Johansson brings a fierce fighting spirit to Maggie the Cat in director Rob Ashford's languorous revival ... Johansson shows a winning determination – to lure back her husband, to defend their share of his family's fortune, to maintain a sometimes shaky Southern accent."[134] On the other hand, reviewer Joe Dziemianowicz (the Daily News[image: External link]) called her performance "alarmingly one-note".[135]
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In 2005, Johansson was considered for the role of Maria[136] in Andrew Lloyd Webber[image: External link]'s West End revival of The Sound of Music[image: External link], though the role ultimately went to newcomer Connie Fisher[image: External link] (winner of the BBC talent show How Do You Solve a Problem Like Maria?[image: External link])[137] Released on May 8, 2006, Johansson sang the track " Summertime[image: External link]" for Unexpected Dreams – Songs From the Stars[image: External link], a non-profit collection of songs recorded by Hollywood actors. She performed with The Jesus and Mary Chain[image: External link] for a special Coachella[image: External link] Reunion Show in Indio, California[image: External link], in April 2007.[138]

In 2007, Johansson appeared as the leading lady in Justin Timberlake's music video, for "What Goes Around... Comes Around[image: External link]", which was nominated in August 2007, for video of the year at the MTV Video Music Awards[image: External link].[139]

In mid-2007, she spent about a month in Maurice, Louisiana[image: External link], recording an album at Dockside Studio. The album, consisting of one original song and ten cover versions of Tom Waits[image: External link] songs,[16][140] was produced by Dave Sitek[image: External link] of TV on the Radio[image: External link] and features David Bowie[image: External link],[141] members from the Yeah Yeah Yeahs[image: External link][142] and Celebration[image: External link].[143] Released on May 20, 2008, it was entitled Anywhere I Lay My Head[image: External link].[144][145] Reviews of the album were mixed, or average.[146] Spin[image: External link] commented, "There's nothing particularly compelling about Scarlett Johansson's singing."[147] Conversely, some critics found it to be "surprisingly alluring",[148] "a bravely eccentric selection",[141] and "a brilliant album" with "ghostly magic".[149]

The album was named the "23rd best album of 2008" by NME[image: External link][150] and peaked at No.1 on the Billboard Top Heatseekers[image: External link] chart and No. 126 on the Billboard 200[image: External link] chart.[151] Of her album, Johansson said, "I had this golden opportunity to record and thought I would do maybe an album of standards, because I'm not a songwriter. I'm a vocalist."[152] Johansson said for her recording she "wanted to have space and [she] wanted to be in a remote place where all of us could just be ourselves and not worry about anyone trying to listen in or get in on that."[153] Johansson said in an interview that she started listening to Tom Waits when she was 11 or 12 years old.[154] Of Tom Waits, Johansson said in an interview, "His melodies are so beautiful, his voice is so distinct and I had my own way of doing Tom Waits songs."[155] In December 2008, MTV reported Johansson planned to follow up Anywhere I Lay My Head with an album of all original music, saying, "I don't think I'd do covers, so it'd be a project that I have to dedicate myself to. I feel like that's something for the future."[156]

In 2009, Johansson covered Jeff Buckley[image: External link]'s "Last Goodbye[image: External link]" for the soundtrack of He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link].[157] Released on September 8, 2009, she and singer-songwriter Pete Yorn[image: External link] recorded a collaborative album, Break Up[image: External link], inspired by Serge Gainsbourg[image: External link]'s duets with Brigitte Bardot[image: External link].[158] In 2010, Steel Train[image: External link] released Terrible Thrills Vol. 1, which includes their favourite female artists singing songs from their self-titled album[image: External link]. Johansson is the first artist on the album, singing "Bullet".[159] In 2011, Johansson sang "One Whole Hour" for the soundtrack of the documentary film Wretches & Jabberers[image: External link].[160][161] In 2012, Johansson added her voice to a J. Ralph track entitled "Before My Time" to the end credits of the climate documentary Chasing Ice[image: External link]. The song received a nomination from the Academy Awards[image: External link] in the "Best Original Song" category.[162]

In February 2015, Johansson formed a band called The Singles. It is made up of Este Haim from HAIM[image: External link], Holly Miranda, Kendra Morris and Julia Haltigan. The first single released by the group was called "Candy".[163] Johansson was issued a cease and desist order from the lead singer of the Los Angeles-based rock band The Singles, demanding Johansson stop using their name.[164]
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Johansson's physical appearance and personality consistently score high within the United States and United Kingdom male demographic. Maxim[image: External link] ranked her at No. 6 in their Hot 100 Issue in 2006,[165] No. 3 in 2007,[166] No. 2 in 2008,[167] No. 34 in 2009,[168] No. 14 in 2010, and[169] 2011,[170] No. 17 in 2012[171] No. 15 in 2013,[172] and No. 2 in 2014.[173] In November 2006, she was named the "Sexiest Woman Alive" by Esquire[image: External link].[174] She is the only woman to be chosen twice for the title of "Sexiest Woman Alive" by Esquire (with the second title given in 2013).[175] She appeared on the cover of the March 2006 issue of Vanity Fair[image: External link] in the nude alongside actress Keira Knightley and fashion designer Tom Ford[image: External link].[176] In February 2007, she was named the "Sexiest Celebrity" of the year by Playboy[image: External link].[177] In 2010, GQ[image: External link] named her its Babe of the Year.[178] In 2011, Men's Health[image: External link] named her one of the "100 Hottest Women of All-Time", ranking her at No. 12.[179] FHM[image: External link] has regularly ranked her as one of their 100 sexiest famous women[image: External link] since 2005.[180]

During the filming of Match Point[image: External link], director Woody Allen said he found it "very hard to be extra witty around a sexually overwhelming, beautiful young woman who is wittier than you are."[181] In 2014, New Yorker[image: External link] film critic Anthony Lane[image: External link] wrote that "she is evidently, and profitably, aware of her sultriness, and of how much, down to the last inch, it contributes to the contours of her reputation."[182]

Johansson is commonly referred to as "ScarJo" by the media and fans, but has stated that she dislikes the nickname, calling it "awful" and "terrible".[183][184] In the May 2014 issue of Glamour, she stated, "I associate that name [ScarJo] with, like, pop stars. It sounds tacky. It's lazy and flippant. And there's something kind of violent about it. There's something insulting about it."[185]
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Johansson has appeared in advertising campaigns for Calvin Klein[image: External link], L'Oréal[image: External link] and Louis Vuitton[image: External link],[186][187] and has been the face of Spanish brand Mango[image: External link] since 2009.[188] After appearing at the Metropolitan Museum of Art[image: External link]'s Costume Institute Gala with Domenico Dolce and Stefano Gabbana, Johansson was announced as the face of the new Dolce & Gabbana[image: External link] make-up collection in early 2009.[189] She made a personal appearance at the London store, Selfridges[image: External link], on July 31, 2009, to help launch and promote the line.[190] Johansson was also the first Hollywood celebrity to become an ambassador for a champagne house: she is the spokesperson for Moët & Chandon[image: External link].[191]

In January 2014, the Israeli company SodaStream[image: External link], which makes home-carbonation product, hired Johannson as its first global brand ambassador, a relationship that commenced with a television commercial during Super Bowl XLVIII[image: External link] on February 2, 2014.[192] Her endorsement of the product led to a conflict with another organization with which Johansson has done charity work, Oxfam[image: External link], and led her to resign from that organization by the end of that January. (See Charity work[image: External link] below).[193][194][195]
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 Charity work




In 2005, Johansson became a Global Ambassador for the aid and development agency Oxfam[image: External link].[196] In March 2008, a UK-based bidder paid £[image: External link]20,000 on an eBay[image: External link] auction to benefit Oxfam, winning a hair and makeup treatment, a pair of tickets and a chauffeured trip to accompany Johansson on a 20-minute date to the world premiere of He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link].[197]

In January 2014, Johansson resigned from her Oxfam position after facing criticism[194] for her promotion of SodaStream[image: External link], whose main factory was based in Mishor Adumim[image: External link], an Israeli settlement[image: External link] in the West Bank[image: External link], as Oxfam opposes all trade with such Israeli settlements.[195] Her spokesman said she and Oxfam "have a fundamental difference of opinion in regards [sic] to the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions[image: External link] movement".[198] In response to her resignation, Oxfam stated that it was "grateful for her many contributions ... [in] helping to highlight the impact of natural disasters and raise funds to save lives and fight poverty".[199][200]
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 Political advocacy




Johansson was registered as an independent[image: External link], at least through 2008,[201] and campaigned for Democratic candidate[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] in the 2004 United States presidential election[image: External link].[16] About George W. Bush[image: External link]'s 2004 reelection, she said, "[I am] disappointed. I think it was a disappointment for a large percentage of the population."[202]

Johansson also campaigned for Democratic candidate Barack Obama[image: External link]:[203] Her efforts included appearances in Iowa[image: External link] during January 2008, where her efforts were targeted at younger voters;[204] an appearance at Cornell College[image: External link];[205] and a speaking engagement at Carleton College[image: External link] in Northfield, Minnesota[image: External link] on Super Tuesday, 2008[image: External link].[206] Johansson appeared in the music video for The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link] frontman will.i.am[image: External link]'s song, "Yes We Can[image: External link]" (2008), directed by Jesse Dylan[image: External link], a song inspired by Obama's speech following the 2008 New Hampshire primary[image: External link].[207] On February 7, 2012, Johansson and Anna Wintour[image: External link] hosted a fashion launch of pro-Obama clothing, bags and accessories, with proceeds going to the President's re-election campaign.[208] She addressed voters at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] on September 6, 2012, calling for President Obama's reelection and for more engagement from young voters.[209] She specifically encouraged women to vote for Obama and condemned Mitt Romney[image: External link] for his opposition to Planned Parenthood[image: External link].[210]

Johansson publicly endorsed and supported Manhattan Borough President[image: External link] Scott Stringer[image: External link]'s 2013 run for New York City Comptroller by hosting a series of fundraisers.[211]
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Johansson celebrates a "little of both" Christmas and Hanukkah,[212][213] and has described herself as Jewish.[6][75]
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From 2001 to 2002, while Johansson attended the Professional Children's School[image: External link], she dated classmate Jack Antonoff[image: External link], who went on to become the guitarist for the band Fun[image: External link].[214] She dated her Black Dahlia co-star Josh Hartnett[image: External link] for about two years until the end of 2006, with Hartnett citing their busy lives as the reason for the split.[215]

Johansson began dating Canadian actor Ryan Reynolds in 2007,[216] and in May 2008, it was reported that they were engaged.[217] On September 27, 2008, the couple married in a quiet ceremony near Tofino, British Columbia.[216][218] They purchased a $2.8 million home together near Los Angeles.[219] On December 14, 2010, the couple announced their separation.[220] Their divorce was finalized on July 1, 2011.[221]

Following her separation from Reynolds, Johansson dated actor Sean Penn[image: External link] in a short-lived but highly publicized relationship that lasted until June 2011,[222] after which Johansson entered a year-and-a-half long relationship with advertising executive Nate Naylor. The pair split up in October 2012.[223][224]

In November 2012, Johansson started dating Frenchman Romain Dauriac, the owner of an independent advertising agency.[225][226] In September 2013, it was announced that Johansson and Dauriac were engaged.[227] In 2014, Johansson and Dauriac began dividing their time between residences in New York City and Paris.[228] Her representative confirmed on September 4, 2014, that their daughter, Rose Dorothy Dauriac, had been born on an unspecified date.[229][230] Johansson and Dauriac married on October 1, 2014, in Philipsburg, Montana[image: External link].[231] In January 2017, it was announced Johansson and Dauriac had separated in the summer of 2016.[232] Johansson officially filed for divorce from Dauriac on March 7, 2017.[233]
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In September 2011, nude photographs of Johansson hacked from her cell phone were published online. Following an FBI[image: External link] investigation, Christopher Chaney was arrested, pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to 10 years in prison.[234][235][236] Johansson said the photos had been sent to her then-husband, Ryan Reynolds, three years prior to the incident.[237][238]
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	Year
	Title
	Role(s)
	Director(s)
	Note



	1994
	North[image: External link]
	Laura Nelson
	Rob Reiner[image: External link]
	



	1995
	Just Cause[image: External link]
	Kate Armstrong
	Arne Glimcher[image: External link]
	



	1996
	If Lucy Fell[image: External link]
	Emily
	Eric Schaeffer[image: External link]
	



	Manny & Lo[image: External link]
	Amanda
	Lisa Krueger
	



	1997
	Fall[image: External link]
	Little girl
	Eric Schaeffer
	



	Home Alone 3[image: External link]
	Molly Pruitt
	Raja Gosnell[image: External link]
	



	1998
	The Horse Whisperer[image: External link]
	Grace MacLean
	Robert Redford
	



	1999
	My Brother the Pig[image: External link]
	Kathy Caldwell
	Erik Fleming[image: External link]
	



	2001
	The Man Who Wasn't There[image: External link]
	Rachael "Birdy" Abundas
	Coen Brothers[image: External link]
	



	Ghost World[image: External link]
	Rebecca
	Terry Zwigoff[image: External link]
	



	An American Rhapsody[image: External link]
	Zsuzsi / Suzanne Sandor (at 15)
	Éva Gárdos
	



	2002
	Eight Legged Freaks[image: External link]
	Ashley Parker
	Ellory Elkayem[image: External link]
	



	2003
	Lost in Translation[image: External link]
	Charlotte
	Sofia Coppola[image: External link]
	



	Girl with a Pearl Earring[image: External link]
	Griet
	Peter Webber[image: External link]
	



	2004
	The Perfect Score[image: External link]
	Francesca Curtis
	Brian Robbins[image: External link]
	



	A Love Song for Bobby Long[image: External link]
	Pursy Will
	Shainee Gabel
	



	A Good Woman[image: External link]
	Meg Windermere
	Mike Barker[image: External link]
	



	The SpongeBob SquarePants Movie[image: External link]
	Mindy
	Stephen Hillenberg[image: External link]
	Voice role



	In Good Company[image: External link]
	Alex Foreman
	Paul Weitz[image: External link]
	



	2005
	Match Point[image: External link]
	Nola Rice
	Woody Allen[image: External link]
	



	The Island[image: External link]
	Jordan Two Delta / Sarah Jordan
	Michael Bay[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Scoop[image: External link]
	Sondra Pransky
	Woody Allen
	



	The Black Dahlia[image: External link]
	Katherine "Kay" Lake
	Brian De Palma[image: External link]
	



	The Prestige[image: External link]
	Olivia Wenscombe
	Christopher Nolan[image: External link]
	



	2007
	The Nanny Diaries[image: External link]
	Annie Braddock
	Shari Springer Berman & Robert Pulcini[image: External link]
	



	2008
	The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link]
	Mary Boleyn[image: External link]
	Justin Chadwick[image: External link]
	



	Vicky Cristina Barcelona[image: External link]
	Cristina
	Woody Allen
	



	The Spirit[image: External link]
	Silken Floss
	Frank Miller[image: External link]
	



	2009
	He's Just Not That Into You[image: External link]
	Anna Marks
	Ken Kwapis[image: External link]
	



	2010
	Iron Man 2[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow[image: External link]
	Jon Favreau[image: External link]
	



	2011
	We Bought a Zoo[image: External link]
	Kelly Foster
	Cameron Crowe[image: External link]
	



	2012
	The Avengers
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Joss Whedon[image: External link]
	



	Hitchcock[image: External link]
	Janet Leigh[image: External link]
	Sacha Gervasi[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Don Jon[image: External link]
	Barbara Sugarman
	Joseph Gordon-Levitt
	



	Under the Skin[image: External link]
	The Female (Isserley)
	Jonathan Glazer[image: External link]
	



	Her[image: External link]
	Samantha
	Spike Jonze[image: External link]
	Voice role



	2014
	Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Russo Brothers[image: External link]
	



	Chef[image: External link]
	Molly
	Jon Favreau
	



	Lucy[image: External link]
	Lucy
	Luc Besson[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Joss Whedon
	



	2016
	Hail, Caesar![image: External link]
	DeeAnna Moran
	Coen Brothers
	



	The Jungle Book[image: External link]
	Kaa[image: External link]
	Jon Favreau
	Voice role



	Captain America: Civil War[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Russo Brothers
	



	Sing[image: External link]
	Ash
	Garth Jennings[image: External link] & Christophe Lourdelet
	Voice role



	2017
	Ghost in the Shell[image: External link]
	Major Mira Killian / Motoko Kusanagi[image: External link]
	Rupert Sanders[image: External link]
	



	Rough Night[image: External link]
	Jess
	Lucia Aniello[image: External link]
	



	2018
	Avengers: Infinity War[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Russo Brothers
	Filming



	Isle of Dogs[image: External link]
	TBA
	Wes Anderson[image: External link]
	Filming; voice role



	2019
	Untitled Avengers film[image: External link]
	Natasha Romanoff / Black Widow
	Russo Brothers
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1995
	The Client[image: External link]
	Jenna Halliwell
	Episode: "Pilot"



	2001
	Anatomy of a Scene[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "Girl with the Pearl Earring"



	2004
	Entourage[image: External link]
	Herself
	Episode: "New York"



	2005, 2006,

2008
	Robot Chicken[image: External link]
	Various voices
	6 episodes



	2006, 2007,

2010, 2015,

2017
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Herself/Host/Various roles
	5 episodes



	2014
	HitRecord on TV[image: External link]
	Olivia
	Episode: "Re: Games"
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Venue



	2010
	A View from the Bridge[image: External link]
	Catherine
	Cort Theatre[image: External link]



	2013
	Cat on a Hot Tin Roof[image: External link]
	Margaret
	Richard Rodgers Theatre[image: External link]
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Main article: Scarlett Johansson discography[image: External link]



	
Anywhere I Lay My Head[image: External link] (2008)

	
Break Up[image: External link] (2009)
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 Awards and nominations




Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Scarlett Johansson[image: External link]
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Blake Lively






Blake Lively[1] (born Blake Ellender Brown;[2][3] August 25, 1987[4]) is an American actress. She is best known for her role as Serena van der Woodsen[image: External link] in the CW[image: External link] drama series Gossip Girl[image: External link] (2007–12). Lively has also starred in such films as The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants[image: External link] (2005), Accepted[image: External link] (2006), The Private Lives of Pippa Lee[image: External link] (2009), The Town[image: External link] (2010), Green Lantern (2011), Savages[image: External link] (2012), The Age of Adaline[image: External link] (2015), and The Shallows[image: External link] (2016).



TOP
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 Early life




Lively was born on August 25, 1987, in the Tarzana[image: External link] neighborhood of Los Angeles.[5][6] She is the daughter of Ernie Lively[image: External link] (né Ernest Wilson Brown, Jr.), an actor, and his wife, Elaine (née McAlpin), who worked as a talent scout.[7] She was named after her grandmother's brother.[8][9] She has an older brother, Eric[image: External link], two half-sisters, Lori[image: External link] and Robyn[image: External link],[10] and a half-brother, Jason[image: External link]. Both of her parents and all of her siblings are, or have been, in the entertainment industry.[11]

Lively is of English, Irish and German ancestry. She also recently claimed to be of Cherokee[image: External link] descent, but nothing has been provided to substantiate this.[12]

During Lively's childhood, her parents took her with them to acting classes that they taught because they did not want to leave her with a babysitter. Lively said that watching her parents teach acting classes helped her learn the "drills" of acting and gain confidence as she got older.[11][13] She was initially not particularly interested in acting, and wanted to attend Stanford University[image: External link].[8] During the summer between her junior and senior years of high school, her brother Eric asked his agent to send her on a few auditions over a period of a few months. From these auditions, she was cast as Bridget for The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants[image: External link].[14] Lively filmed her scenes in that film between her junior and senior years at Burbank High School[image: External link].[14][15] While at Burbank, Lively served as senior class president, a cheerleader, and a member of the championship choir.[16][17][18]
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 Career




Lively began her acting career at age 10, when she appeared in the 1998 film Sandman, which was directed by Lively's father. She describes her role as a "bit part".[19] She appeared in the film adaptation of the novel of the same name, The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants[image: External link], in 2005, as Bridget, one of the four female leads. Lively's performance in the film earned her a nomination for a Teen Choice Award for "Choice Movie Breakout – Female.[20] In 2006, Lively co-starred with Justin Long[image: External link] in Accepted[image: External link], and Lively had minor roles in the horror film, Simon Says[image: External link]. While Accepted was not well received by critics, Lively's performance was, earning her a 'Breakthrough Award' from Hollywood Life.[21] In 2007, she played one of the two title characters in Elvis and Anabelle[image: External link] as Anabelle, a bulimic girl who hoped to win a beauty pageant. Lively said of getting into character for the role[image: External link] that she had 'shed serious weight' for her height. Lively stated that that process was difficult for her because food is "the No. 1 love of my life."[22] MovieLine.com praised her performance in the film and credited it as having been her "breakthrough role".[23]

Lively was cast in The CW[image: External link]'s series Gossip Girl[image: External link], based on the book series of the same name[image: External link] by Cecily von Ziegesar[image: External link], which premiered in September 2007. She played Serena van der Woodsen[image: External link] in the teen drama until 2012 when the show ended.[24][25] Her first magazine cover was the November 2007 issue of Cosmo Girl[image: External link], where she discussed her time in high school and her career prior to Gossip Girl.[26] In 2008 Lively reprised her role as Bridget in the sequel The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2[image: External link]. Similarly to the first film, Lively's performance was positively received by critics.[27][28] As of November 2008, the film had earned over $44 million at the box office.[29] In 2009 Lively appeared as Gabrielle DiMarco, a minor role in the romantic comedy New York, I Love You[image: External link], a sequel to the 2006 film Paris, je t'aime[image: External link]. Despite positive critical reception, the film did not fare well at the box office.[30][31]

One of Lively's most acclaimed roles to date is her supporting role as the younger version of the title character in The Private Lives of Pippa Lee (2009).[32] Paul Byrnes, of the Brisbane Times, described Lively's performance in the film as "sensational".[33] In October 2009 Lively began filming her scenes for her role as Kristina "Kris" Coughlin in the 2010 film The Town[image: External link], based on Chuck Hogan[image: External link]'s novel Prince of Thieves.[34] The film, which stars Ben Affleck[image: External link], was released in the United States on September 17, 2010. Lively played Carol Ferris[image: External link], the female lead and love interest[image: External link] of Hal Jordan in the superhero film Green Lantern, which was released in June 2011.[35] The film grossed a worldwide total of $219,851,172.[36] but was considered a summer disappointment as it "failed to perform to expectations" even though it grossed more than its budget.[37] Lively appeared in the music video for The Lonely Island[image: External link]'s "I Just Had Sex[image: External link]" together with Jessica Alba[image: External link] in December 2010.[38]

In 2011 she was featured in the annual TIME magazine 100 influential people.[39] Additionally, AskMen.com[image: External link] named her the most desirable woman of 2011[40] and People magazine named her one of 2012's Most Beautiful at Every Age.[41] In 2012 she starred in Oliver Stone[image: External link]'s Savages[image: External link] alongside Taylor Kitsch[image: External link], Aaron Johnson[image: External link], Salma Hayek[image: External link], and John Travolta. Lively replaced Jennifer Lawrence as Ophelia, after the latter dropped out to do The Hunger Games instead. HitFix[image: External link] film critic Drew McWeeny[image: External link] praised Lively's performance, which he described as "smart and sad precisely because she plays O as such a broken, needy little soul".[42] The same year she was selected as the face of the new Gucci[image: External link] fragrance, Gucci Premiere. She appeared in a short film ad directed by Nicolas Winding Refn[image: External link] for the fragrance.[43] In October 2013 Lively was named the new face of L'Oreal[image: External link], marking her first major makeup campaign.[44] Most recently Lively starred in the film The Age of Adaline[image: External link] (2015), opposite Michiel Huisman[image: External link] and Harrison Ford, playing a woman who "stops aging after recovering from a near-fatal accident."[45] The film was a modest commercial success, grossing $54.5 million from a production budget of $25–30 million.[46] In 2016 Lively starred in the survival[image: External link] horror[image: External link] film The Shallows[image: External link]. It received mostly positive reviews and Lively's performance was praised by critics.
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 Other ventures
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 Celebrity homemaker




Lively describes herself as a "foodie and cook,"[47] and has said Martha Stewart[image: External link] is her "idol;" she is also a fan of Nigella Lawson[image: External link]'s work.[48] In 2008 Lively baked a cake with Stewart during an episode of The Martha Stewart Show[image: External link].[49] In 2009 Lively stated that she "hoped one day to have an interior decorating company," citing her love for antiques and fascination with "colors and textures and layering things."[13] In 2010 she attended a tailor-made workshop at Le Cordon Bleu[image: External link] in Paris, and has spoken of her desire to return to the culinary school for further instruction.[50]

Also in 2010 Lively spent an evening working as a pastry chef at the renowned Per Se[image: External link] in New York City.[51] She has remarked that, when travelling, she always takes cookery classes to immerse herself in the local culture.[52][53] In 2010 and again in 2011, Lively spoke publicly of her desire to become a restauranteur.[54][55] In 2011 she created a s'mores cupcake to be sold at Sprinkles[image: External link] bakeries.[56] In 2012 Lively's wedding reception was featured in Martha Stewart Weddings[image: External link]; food photography was the focal point of the picture spread.[57] In 2013 she appeared in Elle Decor[image: External link] to recount her experiences designing a custom La Cornue[image: External link] oven for her newly purchased Bedford home.[58] In 2013 she filmed a cooking segment for Vogue's website, demonstrating how to make a brie pastry.[59] In 2014 she launched Preserve, a digital magazine and e-commerce website with hand-made one-of-a-kind items all selected by Lively;[60] on October 9, 2015, Lively closed the site, stating that it had been launched before it was ready, and that she plans to rebuild and relaunch it properly.[61]
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 Advocacy




During the 2008 United States presidential election[image: External link], Lively expressed her support for Barack Obama[image: External link]. Lively and Penn Badgley[image: External link] appeared in a pro-Obama commercial, as part of MoveOn.org[image: External link]'s Youth Vote program. The commercial, directed by Doug Liman[image: External link], aired during Gossip Girl on the CW, MTV[image: External link] and Comedy Central[image: External link].[62] In 2013 she appeared in a video clip for Gucci[image: External link]'s "Chime for Change" campaign that aims to raise funds and awareness of women's issues in the areas of education, health, and justice.[63]
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 Personal life




Lively met actor Ryan Reynolds while filming Green Lantern in early 2010, and the two began dating in October 2011.[64] They bought a home in Bedford, New York[image: External link] in June 2012,[65] and got married on September 9, 2012, at Boone Hall in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.[66] They have two daughters: James [67][68] and a younger daughter.[69][70]
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	Film roles



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1998
	Sandman
	Trixie/Tooth Fairy
	



	2005
	Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, TheThe Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants[image: External link]
	Bridget Vreeland[image: External link]
	



	2006
	Accepted[image: External link]
	Monica Moreland
	



	2006
	Simon Says[image: External link]
	Jenny
	



	2007
	Elvis and Anabelle[image: External link]
	Annabelle Leigh
	



	2008
	Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2, TheThe Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 2[image: External link]
	Bridget Vreeland
	



	2009
	New York, I Love You[image: External link]
	Gabrielle DiMarco
	



	2009
	Private Lives of Pippa Lee, TheThe Private Lives of Pippa Lee[image: External link]
	Young Pippa Lee
	



	2010
	Town, TheThe Town[image: External link]
	Kristina "Kris" Coughlin
	



	2011
	Green Lantern
	Carol Ferris[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Hick[image: External link]
	Glenda
	



	2012
	Savages[image: External link]
	Ophelia "O" Sage
	



	2015
	Age of Adaline, TheThe Age of Adaline[image: External link]
	Adaline Bowman
	



	2016
	Café Society[image: External link]
	Veronica Hayes
	



	2016
	The Shallows[image: External link]
	Nancy Adams
	



	2016
	All I See Is You[image: External link]
	Gina
	






	Television



	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007–2012
	Gossip Girl[image: External link]
	Serena van der Woodsen[image: External link]
	Main role, 121 episodes



	2008–2010
	Saturday Night Live[image: External link]
	Host
	3 episodes
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Nominated work
	Result
	Ref.



	2005
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Breakout Female
	Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants, TheThe Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[20]



	2008
	Choice Female Hottie
	N/A
	Nominated
	[71]



	2008
	Choice TV Actress Drama[image: External link]
	Gossip Girl[image: External link]
	Won



	2008
	Choice TV Breakout Star-Female
	Won



	2008
	Newport Beach Film Festival[image: External link]
	Achievement Award-Breakout Performance
	Elvis and Anabelle[image: External link]
	Won
	[72]



	2009
	ASTRA Award[image: External link]
	Favourite International Personality or Actor
	Gossip Girl
	Nominated
	[73]



	2009
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice TV Actress Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[74]



	2009
	Choice Female Hottie
	N/A
	Nominated



	2010
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite TV Drama Actress
	Gossip Girl
	Nominated
	[75]



	2010
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice TV Actress Drama[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[76]



	2010
	Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Acting Ensemble[image: External link]
	Town, TheThe Town[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[77]



	2010
	National Board of Review[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble Cast[image: External link]
	Won
	[78]



	2010
	San Diego Film Critics Society[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[79]



	2010
	Washington D.C. Area Film Critics Association[image: External link]
	Best Ensemble[image: External link]
	Won
	[80]



	2011
	People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Drama Actress
	Gossip Girl
	Nominated
	[81]



	2011
	CinemaCon Award[image: External link]
	Breakthrough Performer of the Year Award
	N/A
	Won
	[82]



	2011
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie Actress Sci Fi/Fantasy[image: External link]
	Green Lantern
	Nominated
	[83]



	2011
	Choice TV Actress Drama[image: External link]
	Gossip Girl
	Won



	2012
	People's Choice Award[image: External link]
	Favorite TV Drama Actress
	Nominated
	[84]



	2012
	Jupiter Award[image: External link]
	Best International Actress
	Green Lantern
	Nominated
	[85]



	2013
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice TV Actress Drama[image: External link]
	Gossip Girl
	Nominated
	[86]



	2015
	Choice Movie Actress: Drama
	The Age of Adaline[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[87]



	2015
	Choice Movie: Liplock (shared with Michiel Huisman[image: External link])
	Nominated



	2016
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Actress[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[88]



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Summer Movie Star: Female[image: External link]
	The Shallows[image: External link]
	Nominated
	[89]



	2016
	Choice Style: Female[image: External link]
	N/A
	Nominated



	2017
	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Dramatic Movie Actress
	The Shallows[image: External link]
	Won
	[90]



	2017
	Jupiter Award[image: External link]
	Best International Actress
	Nominated
	[91]
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American Broadcasting Company






The American Broadcasting Company (ABC) is an American English language[image: External link] commercial broadcast[image: External link] television network[image: External link] that is owned by the Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], a subsidiary of the Disney Media Networks[image: External link] division of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link]. The network is headquartered on Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link], New York City[image: External link]. There are additional major offices and production facilities elsewhere in New York City, as well as in Los Angeles[image: External link] and Burbank, California[image: External link].

Since 2007, when ABC Radio[image: External link] (also known as Cumulus Media Networks) was sold to Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], ABC has reduced its broadcasting operations almost exclusively to television. The fifth-oldest major broadcasting network in the world and the youngest of the Big Three television networks[image: External link], ABC is often nicknamed as "The Alphabet Network", as its initialism[image: External link] also represents the first three letters of the English alphabet[image: External link], in order.

ABC originally launched on October 12, 1943, as a radio network[image: External link], separated from and serving as the successor to the NBC Blue Network[image: External link], which had been purchased by Edward J. Noble[image: External link]. It extended its operations to television in 1948, following in the footsteps of established broadcast networks CBS[image: External link] and NBC[image: External link]. In the mid-1950s, ABC merged with United Paramount Theatres[image: External link], a chain of movie theaters that formerly operated as a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures[image: External link]. Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], who had been the head of UPT, made the new television network profitable by helping develop and greenlight many successful series. In the 1980s, after purchasing an 80% interest in cable sports channel ESPN[image: External link], the network's corporate parent, American Broadcasting Companies, Inc., merged with Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], owner of several print publications, and television and radio stations. In 1996, most of Capital Cities/ABC's assets were purchased by The Walt Disney Company.

The television network has eight owned-and-operated[image: External link] and over 232 affiliated[image: External link] television stations throughout the United States and its territories. Most Canadians[image: External link] have access to at least one U.S.-based ABC affiliate, either over-the-air (in areas located within proximity to the Canada–United States border[image: External link]) or through a cable[image: External link], satellite[image: External link] or IPTV[image: External link] provider, although most ABC programs are subject to simultaneous substitution[image: External link] regulations imposed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] that allow pay television providers to replace an American station's signal with the feed of a Canadian broadcaster to protect domestic programming rights and advertising revenue. ABC News[image: External link] provides news and features content for select radio stations owned by Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link], which purchased the ABC Radio properties in 2007.
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 Blue Network (1927–1945)




Main article: Blue Network[image: External link]


In the 1930s, radio in the United States was dominated by three companies: the Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the Mutual Broadcasting System[image: External link] and the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC). The last was owned by electronics manufacturer Radio Corporation of America[image: External link] (RCA), which owned two radio networks that each ran different varieties of programming, NBC Blue[image: External link] and NBC Red[image: External link]. The NBC Blue Network was created in 1927 for the primary purpose of testing new programs on markets of lesser importance than those served by NBC Red, which served the major cities,[3] and to test drama series.[4]

In 1934, Mutual filed a complaint with the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC) regarding its difficulties in establishing new stations, in a radio market that was already being saturated by NBC and CBS.[4] In 1938, the FCC began a series of investigations into the practices of radio networks[4] and published its report on the broadcasting of network radio programs in 1940. The report recommended that RCA give up control of either NBC Red or NBC Blue.[3] At that time, the NBC Red Network was the principal radio network in the United States and, according to the FCC, RCA was using NBC Blue to eliminate any hint of competition. Having no power over the networks themselves, the FCC established a regulation forbidding licenses to be issued for radio stations if they were affiliated with a network which already owned multiple networks[3] that provided content of public interest.[4]

Once Mutual's appeals against the FCC were rejected, RCA decided to sell NBC Blue in 1941, and gave the mandate to do so to Mark Woods.[5] RCA converted the NBC Blue Network into an independent subsidiary, formally divorcing the operations of NBC Red and NBC Blue on January 8, 1942,[4][6] with the Blue Network being referred to on-air as either "Blue" or "Blue Network".[7] The newly separated NBC Red and NBC Blue divided their respective corporate assets. Between 1942 and 1943, Woods offered to sell the entire NBC Blue Network,[8][9] a package that included leases on landlines, three pending television licenses (WJZ-TV in New York City[image: External link], KGO-TV[image: External link] in San Francisco[image: External link] and WENR-TV[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link]), 60 affiliates, four operations facilities (in New York City, Chicago, Los Angeles and Washington D.C.), contracts with actors, and the brand associated with the Blue Network. Investment firm Dillon, Read & Co.[image: External link] (which was later acquired by the Swiss Bank Corporation[image: External link] in 1997) offered $7.5 million to purchase the network, but the offer was rejected by Woods and RCA president David Sarnoff[image: External link].[8]

Edward John Noble[image: External link], the owner of Life Savers[image: External link] candy, drugstore chain Rexall[image: External link] and New York City radio station WMCA[image: External link], purchased the network for $8 million.[3][4] Due to FCC ownership rules, the transaction, which was to include the purchase of three RCA stations by Noble, would require him to resell his station with the FCC's approval.[8] The Commission authorized the transaction on October 12, 1943.[5][10] Soon afterward, the Blue Network was purchased by the new company Noble founded, the American Broadcasting System.[4] Noble subsequently acquired the rights to the "American Broadcasting Company" name from George B. Storer[image: External link] in 1944; its parent company adopted the corporate name American Broadcasting Companies, Inc.[4][8] Woods retained his position as president and CEO of ABC until December 1949, and was subsequently promoted to vice-chairman of the board before leaving ABC altogether on June 30, 1951.[11]

Meanwhile, in August 1944, the West Coast division of the Blue Network, which owned San Francisco[image: External link] radio station KGO[image: External link], bought Los Angeles[image: External link] station KECA from Earle C. Anthony[image: External link] for $800,000.[12] Both stations were then managed by Don Searle, the vice-president of the Blue Network's West Coast division.[13]
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The ABC Radio Network created its audience slowly. The network's acquisition of Detroit[image: External link] radio station WXYZ[image: External link] from KingTrendle Broadcasting in 1946 for a little less than $3 million (and which remained under ABC ownership until 1984),[14] allowed it to acquire several radio serials, including The Lone Ranger[image: External link], Sergeant Preston[image: External link], and The Green Hornet[image: External link], which had originated on that station.[15]

ABC became an aggressive competitor to NBC and CBS when, continuing NBC Blue's traditions of public service, it aired symphony performances conducted by Paul Whiteman[image: External link],[4] performances from the Metropolitan Opera[image: External link], and jazz concerts aired as part of its broadcast of The Chamber Music Society of Lower Basin Street[image: External link] announced by Milton Cross[image: External link].[16] The network also became known for such suspenseful dramas as Sherlock Holmes, Gang Busters[image: External link] and Counterspy[image: External link], as well as several mid-afternoon youth-oriented programs.[16] However, ABC made a name for itself by utilizing the practice of counterprogramming[image: External link], with which it often placed shows of its own against the offerings of NBC and CBS, adopting the use of the Magnetophon[image: External link] tape recorder, brought to the U.S. from Nazi Germany[image: External link] after its conquest, to pre-record its programming.[15] With the help of the Magnetophon, ABC was able to provide its stars with greater freedom in terms of time, and also attract several big names, such as Bing Crosby[image: External link][15] at a time when NBC and CBS did not allow pre-taped shows.

While its radio network was undergoing reconstruction, ABC found it difficult to avoid falling behind on the new medium of television[image: External link].[17] To ensure a space, in 1947, ABC submitted five applications for television station licenses, one for each market where it owned and operated a radio station (New York City, Los Angeles, Chicago, San Francisco and Detroit).[18] These applications all requested for the stations to broadcast on VHF[image: External link] channel 7[image: External link], as Frank Marx[image: External link], then ABC's vice-president of engineering, thought that the low-band VHF frequencies (corresponding to channels 2 through 6) would be requisitioned from broadcasting use and reallocated for the U.S. Army[image: External link].[18]

The ABC television network made its debut on April 19, 1948, with WFIL-TV in Philadelphia[image: External link] (now WPVI-TV[image: External link]) becoming its first primary affiliate.[19] The first program ever broadcast on the network was On the Corner, featuring satirist Henry Morgan[image: External link]. Other stations carrying the initial broadcast were WMAR-TV[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link], WMAL-TV[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and WABD[image: External link], the DuMont station in New York City, since ABC's New York station had yet to sign on.[20]

The network's flagship owned-and-operated station, WJZ-TV in New York City (later re-called WABC-TV[image: External link]), signed on the air on August 10, 1948,[19] with its first broadcast running for two hours that evening.[21] ABC's other owned-and-operated stations launched over the course of the next 13 months:[19] WENR-TV in Chicago signed on the air on September 17,[22] while WXYZ-TV[image: External link] in Detroit went on the air on October 9, 1948.[23] In October 1948, as a result of an influx of television station license applications that it had issued as well as a study it undertook on the use of the VHF spectrum for broadcasting purposes, the FCC implemented a freeze on new station applications[image: External link].[24] However, KGO-TV in San Francisco, which had received its license prior to the freeze, made its debut on May 5, 1949.[25][26] On May 7, 1949, Billboard revealed that ABC had proposed an investment of $6.25 million, of which it would spend $2.5 million to convert 20 acres (80,937 m2) of land in Hollywood[image: External link] into what would become The Prospect Studios[image: External link], and construct a transmitter on Mount Wilson[image: External link], in anticipation of the launch of KECA-TV[image: External link], which was scheduled to begin operations on August 1[27] (but would not actually sign on until September 16).[28][29]

In the fall of 1949, ABC found itself in the position of an outsider, with less coverage than two of its competing networks, CBS and NBC, even though it was on par with them in some major cities and had a headstart over its third rival at the time, the DuMont Television Network[image: External link].[30] Before the freeze ended in 1952, there were only 108 existing television stations in the United States; a few major cities (such as Boston[image: External link]) had only two television stations, many other cities (such as Pittsburgh[image: External link] and St. Louis[image: External link]) had only one, and still many others (such as Denver[image: External link] and Portland[image: External link]) did not yet have any television service.[30] The result was an uneven transition period where television flourished in certain areas and network radio remained the sole source of broadcast entertainment and news in others.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres




Main article: American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link]


At the end of 1949, movie theater operator United Paramount Theatres (UPT) was forced by the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] to become an independent entity, separating itself from Paramount Pictures[image: External link].[31] For its part, ABC was on the verge of bankruptcy, with only five owned-and-operated stations and nine full-time affiliates.[32] Its revenues, which were related to advertising and were indexed compared to the number of listeners/viewers, failed to compensate for its heavy investments in purchasing and building stations. In 1951, a rumor even mentioned that the network would be sold to CBS.[18][33] In 1951, Noble held a 58% ownership stake in ABC,[34] giving him $5 million with which to prevent ABC from going bankrupt; as banks refused further credit,[35] that amount was obtained through a loan from the Prudential Insurance Company of America[image: External link].[36]

Leonard Goldenson[image: External link], the president of UPT (which sought to diversify itself at the time), approached Noble in 1951 on a proposal for UPT to purchase ABC.[35] Noble received other offers, including one from CBS founder William S. Paley[image: External link]; however, a merger with CBS would have forced that network to sell its New York City and Los Angeles stations at the very least.[37] Goldenson and Noble reached a tentative agreement in the late spring of 1951[35] in which UPT would acquire ABC and turn it into a subsidiary of the company that would retain autonomy in its management.[38] On June 6, 1951, the tentative agreement was approved by UPT's board of directors.[38] However, the transaction had to be approved by the FCC because of the presence of television networks and the recent separation between Paramount and UPT. Insofar as Paramount Pictures was already a shareholder in the DuMont Television Network, the FCC conducted a series of hearings to ensure whether Paramount was truly separated from United Paramount Theatres, and whether it was violating antitrust laws[image: External link].[17]

In 1952, when the release of the FCC's Sixth Report and Order announced the end of its freeze on new station license applications, among the issues the Commission was slated to address was whether to approve the UPT-ABC merger.[24] One FCC Commissioner saw the possibility of ABC, funded by UPT, becoming a viable and competitive third television network.[39] On February 9, 1953, the FCC approved UPT's purchase of ABC in exchange for $25 million in shares.[39][40] The merged company, renamed American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], Inc. and headquartered in the Paramount Building[image: External link] at 1501 Broadway in Manhattan,[41] owned six AM and several FM radio stations, five television stations and 644 cinemas in 300 U.S. cities.[36] To comply with FCC ownership restrictions in effect at the time that barred common ownership of two television stations in the same market[image: External link], UPT sold its Chicago television station, WBKB-TV, to CBS (which subsequently changed the station's call letters to WBBM-TV[image: External link]) for $6 million,[42] while it kept ABC's existing Chicago station, WENR-TV. The merged company acquired the WBKB call letters for channel 7, which would eventually become WLS-TV[image: External link].[43] Goldenson began to sell some of the older theaters to help finance the new television network.[36]

On May 1, 1953, ABC's New York City flagship stations – WJZ, WJZ-FM and WJZ-TV – changed their respective callsigns to WABC[image: External link], WABC-FM[image: External link] and WABC-TV[image: External link],[44] and moved their operations to facilities at 7 West 66th Street[image: External link], one block away from Central Park[image: External link].[36] The WABC call letters were previously used by the flagship station of CBS Radio (now WCBS (AM)[image: External link]) until 1946. The WJZ calls would later be reassigned to the then-ABC affiliate[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link] in 1959, in an historical nod to the fact that WJZ was originally established by the Baltimore station's owner at the time, Westinghouse[image: External link].

However, a problem emerged regarding the directions taken by ABC and UPT. In 1950, Noble appointed Robert Kintner[image: External link] to be ABC's president while he himself served as its CEO, a position he would hold until his death in 1958.[17] Despite the promise of non-interference between ABC and UPT, Goldenson had to intervene in ABC's decisions because of financial problems and the FCC's long period of indecision. Goldenson added to the confusion when, in October 1954,[45] he proposed a merger between UPT and the DuMont Television Network, which was also mired in financial trouble.[17] As part of this merger, the network would have been renamed "ABC-DuMont" for five years, and DuMont would have received $5 million in cash, room on the schedule for existing DuMont programming, and guaranteed advertising time for DuMont Laboratories receivers.[17] In addition, to comply with FCC ownership restrictions, it would have been required to sell either WABC-TV or DuMont owned-and-operated station WABD in the New York City market, as well as two other stations.[17] The merged ABC-DuMont would have had the resources to compete with CBS and NBC.[45]

Goldenson sought to develop the ABC television network by trying to convince local stations to agree to affiliate with the network.[17] In doing this, he contacted local entrepreneurs who owned television stations themselves, many of whom had previously invested in Paramount cinemas and had worked with him when he undertook the responsibility of restructuring United Paramount Theatres.[17]
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At the same time he made attempts to help grow ABC, Goldenson had been trying since mid-1953 to provide content for the network by contacting his old acquaintances in Hollywood, with whom he had worked when UPT was a subsidiary of Paramount Pictures.[17] ABC's merger with UPT led to the creation of relationships with Hollywood's film production studios, breaking a quarantine that had existed at that time between film and television,[46] the latter of which had previously been more connected to radio. ABC's flagship productions at the time were The Lone Ranger[image: External link], based on the radio program of the same title, and The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet[image: External link], the latter of which (at 14 seasons, running from 1952 to 1966) held the record for the longest-running prime time comedy in U.S. television history, until it was surpassed by The Simpsons[image: External link] in 2003.

Goldenson's efforts paid off, and on October 27, 1954, the network launched a campaign ushering in the "New ABC", with productions from several studios, including Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer[image: External link], Warner Bros. and 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[47]

Warner tried with mixed success to adapt some of its most successful films as ABC television series, and showcase these adaptations as part of the wheel series[image: External link] Warner Bros. Presents[image: External link]. Airing during the 1955–56 season[image: External link], it showcased television adaptations of the 1942 films Kings Row[image: External link] and Casablanca[image: External link]; Cheyenne[image: External link] (adapted from the 1947 film Wyoming Kid[image: External link]); Sugarfoot[image: External link] (a remake of the 1954 film The Boy from Oklahoma[image: External link]); and Maverick[image: External link].[46] However, the most iconic of ABC's relationships with Hollywood producers was its agreement with Walt Disney[image: External link]; after the start of the network's bond with the Disney studio, James Lewis Baughman, who worked as a columnist at that time, observed that "at ABC's headquarters in New York, the secretaries [were now] wearing hats with Mickey Mouse[image: External link] ears".[46]
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 First bonds with Disney[image: External link]




Walt Disney and his brother Roy[image: External link] contacted Goldenson at the end of 1953[48] for ABC to agree to finance part of the Disneyland[image: External link] project in exchange for producing a television program for the network.[49][50][51] Walt wanted ABC to invest $500,000 and accrued a guarantee of $4.5 million in additional loans, a third of the budget intended for the park.[49][52] Around 1954, ABC agreed to finance Disneyland in exchange for the right to broadcast a new Sunday night program, Disneyland, which debuted on the network on October 27, 1954[49][50][51] as the first of many anthology television programs[image: External link] that Disney would broadcast over the course of the next 50 years.

When Disneyland[image: External link] opened on July 17, 1955, ABC aired a special live broadcast commemorating the park's first day of operation, Dateline: Disneyland[image: External link].[53] Shortly thereafter, on October 3, 1955, a second regularly scheduled program produced by Disney made its debut, The Mickey Mouse Club[image: External link], a children's program that aired Monday through Friday afternoons, which starred a group of 24 children known as the "Mouseketeers".[50][54] The two Disney programs made 1955 the year that the network was first profitable and as a station owner.[55]
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 Affiliate issues




By 1954, all U.S. networks had regained control of their programming, with higher advertising revenues: ABC's revenue increased by 67% (earning $26 million), NBC's went up by 30% ($100 million) and CBS's rose by 44% ($117 million).[56] However that year, ABC had only 14 primary affiliates compared to the 74 that carried the majority of CBS programs and the 71 that were primarily affiliated with NBC. Most markets outside the largest ones were not large enough to support three full-time network affiliates. In some markets that were large enough for a third full-time affiliate, the only available commercial allocation was on the less-desirable UHF[image: External link] band. Until the All-Channel Receiver Act[image: External link] (passed by Congress in 1961) mandated the inclusion of UHF tuning, most viewers needed to purchase a converter to be able to watch UHF stations, and the signal quality was marginal at best even with a converter. Additionally, during the analog television era, UHF stations were not adequately receivable in rugged terrain. These factors made many prospective station owners skittish about investing in a UHF station, especially one that would have had to take on an affiliation with a weaker network.

As a result, with the exception of the largest markets, ABC was relegated to secondary status on one or both of the existing stations, usually via off-hours clearances (a notable exception during this time was WKST-TV in Youngstown, Ohio[image: External link], now WYTV[image: External link], despite the small size of the surrounding market and its close proximity to Cleveland[image: External link] and Pittsburgh[image: External link] even decades before the city's economic collapse[image: External link]). According to Goldenson, this meant that an hour of ABC programming reported five times lower viewership than its competitors.[57] However, the network's intake of money at the time would allow it to accelerate its content production. Still, ABC's limited reach would continue to hobble it for the next two decades; several smaller markets would not grow large enough to support a full-time ABC affiliate until the 1960s, with some very small markets having to wait as late as the 1980s or even the advent of digital television[image: External link] in the 2000s, which allowed stations like WTRF-TV[image: External link] in Wheeling, West Virginia[image: External link] to begin airing ABC programming on a digital subchannel[image: External link] after airing the network's programs outside of recommended timeslots decades before.

The DuMont Television Network ceased broadcasting on September 15, 1955,[45] and went bankrupt the next year. ABC then found itself as the third U.S. television network, dubbed the "little third network",[58] but still continued to look for successful programming. That same year, Kintner was forced to resign due to disagreements between Noble and Goldenson,[17] a consequence of Goldenson's many interventions in ABC's management.[59]
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 Counterprogramming: successful, but criticized




It was not until the late 1950s that the ABC network became a serious contender to NBC and CBS, and this was in large part due to the diverse range of programming that met the expectations of the public, such as westerns and detective series. Despite an almost 500% increase in advertising revenues between 1953 and 1958, the network only had a national reach of between 10% and 18% of the total U.S. population, as it still had relatively fewer affiliates than NBC and CBS.[60] In 1957, ABC Entertainment president Ollie Treiz discovered that the locally produced variety show Bandstand had pulled very strong ratings in the Philadelphia market on WFIL-TV; Treiz ultimately negotiated a deal to take the show national, under the revised title American Bandstand[image: External link];[61] the show quickly became a social phenomenon by presenting new musical talent and dances to America's youth[61] and helped make a star out of its host, Dick Clark[image: External link].

On September 3, 1958, the Disneyland anthology series was retitled Walt Disney Presents[51] as it became disassociated with the theme park of the same name. The movement in westerns, which ABC is credited for having started, represented a fifth of all primetime series on American television in January 1959, at which point detective shows were beginning to rise in popularity as well.[62] ABC requested additional productions from Disney.[63] In late 1958, Desilu Productions[image: External link] pitched its detective series The Untouchables[image: External link] to CBS; after that network rejected the show because of its use of violence, Desilu then presented it to ABC, which agreed to pick up the show,[64] and debuted The Untouchables in April 1959. The series went on to quickly become "immensely popular".[64]

These kinds of programs presented ABC with an image of the "philosophy of counterprogramming against its competitors", offering a strong lineup of programs that contrasted with those seen on its rival networks,[63] which helped Goldenson give the network a continuum between film and television.[65] ABC's western series (as well as series such as the actioner Zorro[image: External link]) went up against and defeated the variety shows aired by NBC and CBS in the fall of 1957, and its detective shows did the same in the fall of 1959. To captivate the network's audiences, short 66-minute series were scheduled a half-hour before their hour-long competition.[65] In May 1961, Life[image: External link] criticized the public enthusiasm and sponsorship for these types of shows at the expense of news programming and denounced an unofficial law "replacing the good programs with the bad ones".[66]
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 Transition to color (1960s)




During the 1960s, ABC continued on the same path that it began to take in the mid-1950s, by consolidating the network as part of its effort to gain loyalty from the public. The network's finances improved and allowed it to invest in other properties and programming. In May 1960, ABC purchased Chicago radio station WLS[image: External link], which had shared airtime with WENR since the 1920s.[67] This acquisition allowed ABC to consolidate its presence in the market. On May 9, 1960, WLS launched a new lineup consisting of ABC Radio programming.[68] In 1960, Canadian entrepreneur John Bassett[image: External link], who was trying to establish a television station in Toronto[image: External link], sought the help of ABC to launch the station.[69] Leonard Goldenson agreed to acquire a 25% interest in CFTO-TV[image: External link]; however, legislation by the Canadian Radio-Television Commission[image: External link] prohibited ABC's involvement, resulting in the company withdrawing from the project before the station's launch.[69]
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 Children's programming and the debut of ABC Sports (1960–1965)




The 1960s would be marked by the rise of family-oriented series in an attempt by ABC to counterprogram its established competitors, but the decade was also marked by the network's gradual transition to color.[70] On September 30, 1960, ABC premiered The Flintstones[image: External link], another example of counterprogramming; although the animated series from William Hanna[image: External link] and Joseph Barbera[image: External link] was filmed in color from the beginning, it was initially broadcast in black-and-white[image: External link], as ABC had not made the necessary technical upgrades to broadcast its programming in color at the time.[71] The Flintstones allowed ABC to present a novelty, that of prime-time animated programming, but it also allowed the network to begin filling the hole opened by the conclusion of the Disney partnership by carrying family-oriented programming from other producers.[71]

In 1959, Walt Disney Productions, having improved its financial situation, had purchased ABC's shares in the Disneyland theme park for $7.5 million[49] and initiated discussions to renew ABC's television contract for Walt Disney Presents, which was due to expire in 1961.[70] Walt Disney was approached by NBC to produce color broadcasts of his anthology series[image: External link] (which would be renamed Walt Disney's Wonderful World of Color).[70] Goldenson said ABC could not counter the offer, because the network did not have the technical and financial resources to carry the program in the format.[70] As a result, ABC and Disney's first television collaboration ended in 1961[49] (the network would resume its relationship with Disney in 1985, when the anthology series returned to the network for a three-season run as the Disney Sunday Movie until it lost the rights to NBC again in 1988; the Disney anthology series would return to ABC in 1996, following the company's purchase of the future Capital Cities/ABC, as The Wonderful World of Disney).

However, in 1961, ABC continued with its niche in animated series with Calvin and the Colonel[image: External link], Matty's Funday Funnies[image: External link], Top Cat[image: External link] and The Bugs Bunny Show[image: External link],[71] the latter of which showcased classic Looney Tunes[image: External link] and Merrie Melodies[image: External link] shorts.

Always in search of new programs that would help it compete with NBC and CBS, ABC's management believed that sports could be a major catalyst in improving the network's market share.[72] On April 29, 1961, ABC debuted Wide World of Sports[image: External link], an anthology series created by Edgar Scherick[image: External link] through his company Sports Programs, Inc. and produced by a young Roone Arledge[image: External link] which featured a different sporting event each broadcast.[73][74] ABC purchased Sports Programs, Inc. in exchange for shares in the company,[75] leading it to become the future core of ABC Sports[image: External link], with Arledge as the executive producer of that division's shows.[76] Wide World of Sports, in particular, was not merely devoted to a single sport, but rather to generally all sporting events.[72]

Due to pressure from film studios wanting to increase their production, as the major networks began airing theatrically released films,[77] ABC joined CBS and NBC in broadcasting films on Sunday nights in 1962, with the launch of the ABC Sunday Night Movie[image: External link], which debuted a year behind its competitors and was initially presented in black-and-white.[77] Despite a significant increase in viewership (with its audience share having increased to 33% from the 15% share it had in 1953), ABC remained in third place; the company had a total revenue of $15.5 million, a third of the revenue pulled in by CBS at the same period.[77] To catch up, ABC followed up The Flintstones with another animated series from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link], The Jetsons[image: External link], which debuted on September 23, 1962 as the first television series to be broadcast in color on the network.[78] On April 1, 1963, ABC debuted the soap opera[image: External link] General Hospital[image: External link],[79] which would go on to become the television network's long-running entertainment program. That year also saw the premiere of The Fugitive[image: External link] (on September 17),[80] a drama series centering on a man on the run after being accused of committing a murder he did not commit.

The 1964–65 season[image: External link] was marked by the debuts of several classic series including Bewitched[image: External link] (on September 17)[81] and The Addams Family[image: External link] (on September 18). Arledge's success with acquiring prime sports content was confirmed in 1964 when he was appointed vice-president of ABC Sports.[82]
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 New regulations and the radio network's recovery (1966–1969)




It was not until the 1965–66 season[image: External link] that color became the dominant format for the three broadcast television networks. ABC, meanwhile, remained in third place and still needed money to grow itself into a major competitor. However, ABC's issues with its transition to color became secondary compared to the network's financial problems; in 1964, the network found itself, as Goldenson later wrote in the 1991 book Beating the Odds: The Untold Story Behind the Rise of ABC, "in the middle of a war [where] the battlefield was Wall Street[image: External link]".[83] Many companies sought to take over ABC, including Norton Simon[image: External link],[77] General Electric[image: External link], Gulf and Western Industries[image: External link], International Telephone and Telegraph[image: External link][84] and Litton Industries[image: External link].[85]

In 1965, the corporate entity, American Broadcasting-Paramount Theatres[image: External link], was renamed as the American Broadcasting Companies,[86][87] while its cinema division became ABC Theatres[image: External link]; its recording division was renamed ABC Records[image: External link] in 1966.[88] In December of that year, the ABC television network premiered The Dating Game[image: External link], a pioneer series in its genre[image: External link], which was a reworking of the blind date[image: External link] concept in which a suitor selected one of three contestants sight unseen based on the answers to selected questions. This was followed up in July 1966 by The Newlywed Game[image: External link], featuring three recently married couples who guessed the responses to their partner's questions (some of which were fairly risque). As ABC began to outgrow its facilities at 7 West 66th Street, Goldenson found a new headquarters for ABC in a 44 story building located at 1330 Avenue of the Americas[image: External link] in Manhattan, at the corner of 54th Street[89][90] (now occupied by The Financial Times[image: External link]'s New York office). This operation allowed for the conversion of the premises at 66th Street into production facilities for television and radio programs.[90]

On December 7, 1965, Goldenson announced a merger proposal with ITT to ABC management; the two companies agreed to the deal on April 27, 1966.[85] The FCC approved the merger on December 21, 1966; however, the previous day (December 20), Donald F. Turner[image: External link], head antitrust[image: External link] regulator for the United States Department of Justice[image: External link], expressed doubts related to such issues as the emerging cable television[image: External link] market,[91] and concerns over the journalistic integrity of ABC and how it could be influenced by the overseas ownership of ITT.[92] ITT management promised that the company would allow ABC to retain autonomy in the publishing business.[91] The merger was suspended, and a complaint was filed by the Department of Justice in July 1967, with ITT going to trial in October 1967; the merger was officially canceled after the trial's conclusion on January 1, 1968.[93]

On January 12, 1966, ABC replaced The Adventures of Ozzie and Harriet with Batman[image: External link], an action series based on the DC Comics series starring Adam West[image: External link] that was known for its kitschy style.[94] In 1967, WLS radio CEO Ralph Beaudin was appointed as the president of ABC Radio.[95] Under his leadership, ABC Radio was divided into four "networks" devoted to different types of programming: news, informative series, pop music[image: External link], and talk shows[image: External link].[95] Two other networks were later created to provide rock music[image: External link] and traffic reporting.

In 1968, ABC took advantage of new FCC ownership regulations that allowed broadcasting companies to own a maximum of seven radio stations nationwide in order to purchase Houston[image: External link] radio stations KXYZ[image: External link] and KXYZ-FM[image: External link] for $1 million in shares and $1.5 million in bonds.[96] That year, Roone Arledge was named president of ABC Sports; the company also founded ABC Pictures, a film production company which released its first picture that year, the Ralph Nelson[image: External link]-directed Charly[image: External link]. It was renamed ABC Motion Pictures[image: External link] in 1979; the unit was dissolved in 1985.[97] The studio also operated two subsidiaries, Palomar Pictures International and Selmur Pictures. In July 1968, ABC continued its acquisitions in the amusement parks sector with the opening of ABC Marine World in Redwood City, California[image: External link];[98] that park was sold in 1972 and demolished in 1986, with the land that occupied the park later becoming home to the headquarters of Oracle Corporation[image: External link].

In July 1968, ABC Radio launched a special programming project for its FM stations, which was spearheaded by Allen Shaw,[99] a former program manager at WCFL[image: External link] in Chicago[100] who was approached by ABC Radio president Harold L. Neal to develop a format to compete with the new progressive rock[image: External link] and DJ[image: External link]-helmed stations.[101] The new concept called "LOVE Radio", which featured a limited selection of music genres, was launched on ABC's seven owned-and-operated FM stations in late November 1968; the concept replaced nearly all of the programming provided by these stations; however, several affiliates (such as KXYZ) retained the majority of their content.[101] In August 1970, Shaw announced that ABC FM's music choice policy should be reviewed to allow listeners access to many styles of music.[102]

On the television side, in September 1969, ABC launched the Movie of the Week[image: External link], a weekly showcase aimed at capitalizing on the growing success of made-for-TV movies[image: External link] since the early 1960s. The Movie of the Week broadcast feature-length dramatic films directed by such talented filmmakers as Aaron Spelling[image: External link], David Wolper[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link] (the latter of whom gained early success through the showcase for his 1971 film Duel[image: External link]) that were produced on an average budget of $400,000–$450,000.[103] Hits for the television network during the late 1960s and early 1970s included The Courtship of Eddie's Father[image: External link], The Brady Bunch[image: External link] and The Partridge Family[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Success in television (1971–1980)




In the early 1970s, ABC completed its transition to color; the decade as a whole would mark a turning point for ABC, as it began to pass CBS and NBC in the ratings to become the first place network.[104] It also began to use behavioral and demographic data to better determine what types of sponsors to sell advertising slots to and provide programming that would appeal towards certain audiences.[105] ABC's gains in audience share were greatly helped by the fact that several smaller markets had grown large enough to allow full-time affiliations from all three networks.

In 1970, ABC debuted Monday Night Football[image: External link] as part of its Monday prime time schedule;[106] the program became a hit for the network and served as the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL)'s premier game of the week until 2006, when Sunday Night Football[image: External link], which moved to NBC that year as part of a broadcast deal that in turn saw MNF move to ESPN[image: External link], took over as the league's marquee game. According to Goldenson, Monday Night Football helped earn ABC regularly score an audience share of 15%–16%; ABC Sports managed the budget for the Monday night time slot to reallocate the weekly budget for ABC's prime time schedule to just six days, as opposed to seven on competing networks.[107] 1970 also saw the premieres of several soap operas including the long-running All My Children[image: External link], which ran on the network for 41 years.

In 1970, the FCC voted to pass the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules[image: External link], a set of regulations aimed at preventing the major networks from monopolizing the broadcast landscape by barring them from owning any of the prime time programming that they broadcast.[108] In 1972, the new rules resulted in the company's decision to split ABC Films into two separate companies: the existing Worldvision Enterprises, which would produce and distribute programming for U.S. syndication, and ABC Circle Films[image: External link] as a production unit.[109][110] Worldvision was sold to a consortium of ABC executives for nearly $10 million.[110]

In April 1970, Congress[image: External link] passed the Public Health Cigarette Smoking Act[image: External link] which banned cigarette[image: External link] advertising from all television and radio networks, including ABC, when it took effect on January 2, 1971.[111] Citing limited profitability of its cinemas, ABC Great States, the Central West division of ABC Theatres, was sold to Henry Plitt in 1974.[109] On January 17, 1972, Elton Rule[image: External link] was named President and Chief Operating Officer[image: External link] of ABC a few months after Goldenson reduced his role in the company after suffering a heart attack[image: External link].[33]

In the early 1970s, Michael Eisner[image: External link], who joined ABC in 1966, became the network's program development manager.[112] He helped bring about ideas for many series including Happy Days[image: External link] (which originated as a segment on the anthology series Love, American Style[image: External link]),[112][113] as well as several soap operas; however, Eisner's main credit at ABC was for developing youth-oriented programming.[114] He was responsible for reacquiring the rights to the Looney Tunes-Merrie Melodies library, bringing the shorts back to ABC after spending several years on CBS, as well as developing The Jackson 5ive[image: External link] animated series and a series about the Osmonds[image: External link], and greenlighting Super Friends[image: External link], based on DC Comics' Justice League of America[image: External link] series[112] He also laid ground-work for the development of educational children's programming (predating the 1990 Congressional passage of the Children's Television Act[image: External link]) through interstitials such as Time for Timer[image: External link], The Bod Squad[image: External link] and, perhaps most famously, Schoolhouse Rock![image: External link]. Eisner left ABC in 1976 to become president of Paramount Pictures;[115] he would later become the President of ABC's eventual parent company, Disney.

In the spring of 1975, Fred Pierce, the newly appointed president of ABC Television, convinced Fred Silverman[image: External link] to become the first president and director of programming of the independent television production subsidiary ABC Entertainment, created from the network's namesake programming division.[116][117] In 1974, ABC premiered the detective series S.W.A.T.[image: External link] That same year, the network made the decision to compete with NBC's morning news-talk program[image: External link] Today. Its first attempt at such competition was AM America[image: External link]; however, that show's success was not straightforward.[118] One of its affiliates, WCVB-TV[image: External link] premiered morning show Good Day!. First premiering in 1973 as Good Morning!, it was groundbreaking for being entirely produced on the road and broadcasting from locations outside of the Boston area. Also, in the summer of 1975, ABC discovered that its Cleveland[image: External link] affiliate WEWS-TV[image: External link] was producing its own morning program The Morning Exchange[image: External link], which debuted in 1972 and was now locally pre-empting AM America; it was the first morning show to utilize a set modeled after a living room[image: External link], and established a concept now commonplace among network morning shows in which news and weather updates were featured at the top and bottom of each hour. Discovering that their formats seemed to appeal to their viewers,[118] the network became the first to adopt them for a new national morning show, Good Morning America[image: External link], which debuted on November 3, 1975.[118]

The 1970s were highlighted by several successful comedy, fantasy, action and superhero-themed series for the network including Kung Fu[image: External link], The Six Million Dollar Man[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Starsky & Hutch[image: External link], Charlie's Angels[image: External link], The Bionic Woman[image: External link], Fantasy Island[image: External link] and Battlestar Galactica[image: External link]. Many of these series were greenlit by Silverman, who left ABC in 1978 to become president of NBC's entertainment division. The rousing success of Happy Days also led to a successful spin-off series, Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], which debuted during the 1975–76 season. Charlie's Angels and Three's Company[image: External link] (which debuted during the 1976–77 season) were two prime examples of a trend among the major networks during the 1970s known as "jiggle TV[image: External link]", featuring attractive, often buxom, women in main and guest roles.

In 1977, Henry Plitt, who at the time was associated with Thomas Klutznick, a real estate entrepreneur in Chicago, purchased the southern division of ABC Theatres, ABC Southern.[109] The sale stripped ABC of control over its theaters as a result of changes in the theater operation sector, mainly the fact that the population was migrating to the suburbs and moving away from older cinemas in larger cities[109] (Plitt Theatres[image: External link] was later purchased by Cineplex Odeon Corporation[image: External link] in 1987[109]).

For its part, the television network produced a few new hits during 1977: January saw the premiere of Roots[image: External link], a miniseries based on an Alex Haley[image: External link] novel[image: External link] that was published the previous year. Roots went on to become one of the highest-rated programs in American television history, with unprecedented ratings[image: External link] for its finale.[119][120] In September, The Love Boat[image: External link], a comedy-drama anthology series produced by Aaron Spelling which was based around the crew of a cruise ship and featured three stories centered partly on the ship's various passengers; although critically lambasted, the series turned out to be a ratings success and lasted nine seasons. The success of Roots, Happy Days and The Love Boat allowed the network to take first place in the ratings for the first time in the 1976–77 season[image: External link].[69] On September 13, 1977, the network debuted Soap[image: External link], a controversial soap opera parody which became known for being the first television series to feature an openly gay main character (played by a then-unknown Billy Crystal); it last ran on the network on April 20, 1981.

Meanwhile, ABC News[image: External link], which formed as a newly separate division, sought to become a global leader in television news.[121] In 1977, Roone Arledge was named president of the new ABC News in addition to being president of ABC Sports.[122] That same year, ABC launched a major expansion of its office facilities in New York City. The company first constructed a new 10-story building on land previously occupied by an abandoned warehouse on the corner of Columbus Avenue[image: External link] and West 66th Street; the facility that was built in its place is nicknamed "7 Lincoln Square" (although it is actually located at 149 Columbus Avenue). Meanwhile, a former parking lot, located at 30 West 67th Street, was transformed into an impressive 15-story building. Both buildings were completed in June 1979. WABC-TV moved its operations from offices at 77 West 66th Street to 149 Columbus Avenue, freeing up space for the ABC network to house some of its operations.

In June 1978, Arledge created the newsmagazine[image: External link] 20/20[image: External link];[123] after its first episode received harshly negative reviews, the program – which debuted as a summer series, before becoming a year-round program in 1979 – was immediately revamped to feature a mix of in-depth stories and interviews, with Hugh Downs[image: External link] appointed as its anchor (later paired alongside his former Today colleague Barbara Walters[image: External link]). In February 1979, ABC sold its recording division to MCA Inc.[image: External link] for $20 million; the label was discontinued by March 5 of that year, and all of its 300 employees were laid off[124] (the rights to the works of ABC Records and all of MCA's other labels have since been acquired by Universal Music Group[image: External link]).
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 Merger with Capital Cities, purchase of ESPN and reprogramming Friday nights (1981–1990)




ABC dominated the American television landscape during the 1970s and early 1980s (by 1980, the three major networks represented 90% of all prime-time television viewership in the U.S.[125]). Several flagship series debuted on the network during this time including Dynasty[image: External link], an opulent drama from Aaron Spelling that became a hit when it premiered as a midseason series in 1981, five months before Spelling's other ABC hit Charlie's Angels ended its run. The network was also propelled during the early 1980s by the continued successes of Happy Days, Three's Company, Laverne & Shirley and Fantasy Island, and gained new hits in Too Close for Comfort[image: External link], Soap spinoff Benson[image: External link] and Happy Days spinoff Mork & Mindy[image: External link]. In 1981, ABC (through its ABC Video Services division) launched the Alpha Repertory Television Service[image: External link] (ARTS), a cable channel operated as a joint venture with the Hearst Corporation[image: External link] offering cultural and arts programming, which aired as a nighttime service over the channel space of Nickelodeon[image: External link].[126]

On August 9, 1982, ABC purchased a 10% stake in the Entertainment and Sports Programming Network (ESPN) for $20 million; in exchange for the interest, ESPN gained the U.S. television rights to the British Open[image: External link], which ABC had not been able to broadcast in its entirety.[127] The purchase provided ABC the option of purchasing additional shares of up to 49% under certain conditions,[128] which included the option to purchase at least 10% of Getty Oil[image: External link]'s shares in the channel prior to January 2, 1984.[128]

In 1983, ABC sold KXYZ to the Infinity Broadcasting Corporation[image: External link].[129] On January 4, 1984, The New York Times[image: External link] reported that ABC, through its subsidiary ABC Video Enterprises, had exercised its option to purchase up to 15% (or between $25 million and $30 million) of Getty Oil's shares in ESPN, which would allow it to expand its shares at a later date.[128] In June 1984, ABC's executive committee approved the company's interest acquisition in ESPN, and ABC arranged with Getty Oil to obtain an 80% stake in the channel, while selling the remaining 20% to Nabisco[image: External link].[130] That year, ABC and Hearst reached an agreement with RCA to merge ARTS and competing arts service, The Entertainment Channel, into a single cable channel called Arts & Entertainment Television ( A&E[image: External link]); the new channel subsequently leased a separate satellite transponder, ending its sharing agreement with Nickelodeon to become a 24-hour service.[126] Meanwhile, ABC withdrew from the theme park business for good when it sold the Silver Springs Nature Theme Park.[98]

In December 1984, Thomas S. Murphy[image: External link], chief executive officer[image: External link] of Capital Cities Communications[image: External link], contacted Leonard Goldenson about a proposal to merge their respective companies.[131] On March 16, 1985, ABC's executive committee accepted the merger offer,[132] which was formally announced on March 18, 1985, with Capital Cities purchasing ABC and its related properties for $3.5 billion and $118 for each of ABC's shares as well as a guarantee of 10% (or $3) for a total of $121 per share.[131] To finance the purchase, Capital Cities borrowed $2.1 billion from a consortium of banks, which sold certain assets that Capital Cites could not acquire or retain due to FCC ownership rules for a combined $900 million and sold off several cable television systems, which were sold to The Washington Post Company[image: External link] (forming the present-day Cable One[image: External link]).[133] The remaining $500 million was loaned by Warren Buffett[image: External link], who promised that his company Berkshire Hathaway[image: External link] would purchase $3 million in shares, at $172.50 apiece.[133][134] Due to an FCC ban on same-market ownership of television and radio stations by a single company (although the deal would have otherwise complied with new ownership rules implemented by the FCC in January 1985, that allowed broadcasters to own a maximum of 12 television stations[131]), ABC and Capital Cities respectively decided to sell WXYZ-TV and Tampa[image: External link] independent station WFTS-TV[image: External link] to the E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] (although Capital Cities/ABC originally intended to seek a cross-ownership waiver to retain WXYZ and Capital Cities-owned radio stations WJR[image: External link] and WHYT[image: External link]).

The merger between ABC[image: External link] and Capital Cities received federal approval on September 5, 1985. After the ABC/Capital Cities merger was finalized on January 3, 1986, the combined company – which became known as Capital Cities/ABC, Inc. – added four television stations (WPVI-TV/Philadelphia, KTRK-TV[image: External link]/Houston, KFSN-TV[image: External link]/ Fresno[image: External link] and WTVD[image: External link]/ Raleigh[image: External link]) and several radio stations to ABC's broadcasting portfolio, and also included Fairchild Publications[image: External link] and four newspapers (including The Kansas City Star[image: External link] and Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]).[135] It also initiated several changes in its management:[136] Frederick S. Pierce was named president of ABC's broadcasting division; Michael P. Millardi became vice president of ABC Broadcasting, and president of ABC Owned Stations[image: External link] and ABC Video Enterprises; John B. Sias was appointed president of the ABC Television Network; Brandon Stoddard[image: External link] became president of ABC Entertainment (a position to which he had been appointed in November 1985); and Roone Arledge became president of ABC News and ABC Sports. In February 1986, Thomas S. Murphy, who had been serving as CEO of Capital Cities since 1964, was appointed chairman and CEO emeritus of ABC.[137] Jim Duffy stepped down as ABC Television president for a management position at ABC Communications, a subsidiary that specialized in community service programming, including shows related to literary education.[121]

As far as programming is concerned, four of ABC's marquee shows of the 1970s ended their runs during the mid-1980s: Laverne & Shirley ended its run in 1983, Happy Days and Three's Company ended in 1984 (with the latter producing a short-lived spinoff[image: External link] that year), while The Love Boat ended its run in 1986. After nearly a decade of ratings trouble, NBC had regained the ratings lead among the Big Three networks in 1984 on the success of series such as The Cosby Show[image: External link], Cheers[image: External link] and Miami Vice[image: External link]. To counteract NBC, ABC decided to refocus itself on comedies and family-oriented series beginning in the mid-1980s including Who's the Boss?[image: External link], Mr. Belvedere[image: External link], Growing Pains[image: External link], Perfect Strangers[image: External link], Head of the Class[image: External link], Full House[image: External link], The Wonder Years[image: External link], Just the Ten of Us[image: External link] and Roseanne[image: External link].

Following the initial success of these series, ABC revamped its Friday night schedule around family-friendly comedies in the late 1980s, culminating in the 1989 debut of the " TGIF[image: External link]" block (which promotions referenced stood for "Thank Goodness It's Funny").[138] Many of the series featured during the run of the block were produced by Miller-Boyett Productions[image: External link], a Warner Bros.-based studio that briefly programmed the entire Friday lineup during the 1990–91 season[image: External link] (with Going Places[image: External link] joining Family Matters[image: External link], Full House and Perfect Strangers on the "TGIF" schedule) and through its development deal with Paramount Television[image: External link] prior to 1986 (as Miller-Milkis, and later, Miller-Milkis-Boyett Productions), had earlier produced Happy Days and its various spinoffs among other series for the network.

In 1988, ABC constructed a new building to serve as the network's headquarters, located near the studios of WABC-TV on West 66th Street. The television network's restructuring program, launched in 1974, helped with the purchases and exchanges of nearly 70 stations during the late 1980s, and aided in increasing its ratings by more than 2 million viewers.[121]
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In 1990, Thomas S. Murphy delegated his position as president to Daniel B. Burke[image: External link] while remaining ABC's chairman and CEO.[137] Capital Cities/ABC reported revenues of $465 million.[139] Now at a strong second place, the network entered the 1990s with additional family-friendly hits including America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link] (which has gone on to become the longest-running prime time entertainment program in the network's history), Step by Step[image: External link], Hangin' with Mr. Cooper[image: External link], Boy Meets World[image: External link] and Perfect Strangers spinoff Family Matters, as well as series such as Doogie Howser, M.D.[image: External link], Life Goes On[image: External link], cult favorite Twin Peaks[image: External link] and The Commish[image: External link]. In September 1991, the network premiered Home Improvement[image: External link], a sitcom starring stand-up comic[image: External link] Tim Allen[image: External link] centering on the family and work life of an accident-prone host of a cable-access home improvement show. Lasting eight seasons, its success led ABC to greenlight additional sitcom projects helmed by comedians during the 1990s including The Drew Carey Show[image: External link]; Brett Butler[image: External link] vehicle Grace Under Fire[image: External link]; and Ellen[image: External link], which became notable for a 1997 episode[image: External link] which served as the coming out of series star Ellen DeGeneres[image: External link] (as well as her character in the series) as a lesbian[image: External link].

In 1993, the FCC repealed the Financial Interest and Syndication Rules, once again allowing networks to hold interests in television production studios.[140] That same year, Capital Cities/ABC purchased the French animation studio DIC Entertainment[image: External link];[141] it also signed an agreement with Time Warner Cable[image: External link] to carry its owned-and-operated television stations on the provider's systems in ABC O&O markets.[142] By that year, ABC had a total viewership share of 23.63% of American households, just below the limit of 25% imposed by the FCC.[140]

Daniel Burke departed from Capital Cities/ABC in February 1994, with Thomas Murphy taking over as president[137] before ceding control to Robert Iger[image: External link]. September 1993 saw the debut of NYPD Blue[image: External link], a gritty police procedural[image: External link] from Steven Bochco[image: External link] (who created Doogie Howser, M.D. and the critically pilloried Cop Rock[image: External link] for ABC earlier in the decade); lasting twelve seasons, the drama became known for its boundary pushing of network television standards (particularly its occasional use of graphic language and rear nudity), which led some affiliates to initially refuse to air the show in its first season.

In order to compete with CNN[image: External link], ABC proposed a 24-hour news channel[image: External link] called ABC Cable News, with plans to launch the network in 1995; however, the plan would ultimately be shelved by company management. ABC would reattempt such a concept in July 2004 with the launch of ABC News Now[image: External link], a 24-hour news channel distributed for viewing on the Internet[image: External link] and mobile phones[image: External link]. On August 29, 1994, ABC purchased Flint, Michigan[image: External link] affiliate WJRT-TV[image: External link] and WTVG[image: External link] in Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] (which was previously affiliated with ABC from 1958 to 1970) from SJL Broadcast Management[image: External link], with the latter switching to ABC once its contract with NBC expired two months after the purchase was finalized in early 1995.[143] Both stations were acquired as a contingency plan in the event that CBS reached an affiliation deal with WXYZ-TV (to replace WJBK[image: External link], which switched to Fox[image: External link] as a result of that network's group affiliation agreement[image: External link] with New World Communications[image: External link]) in order to allow the network to retain some over-the-air presence in the Detroit market (the E.W. Scripps Company and ABC would reach a group affiliation deal that renewed affiliation agreements with WXYZ and WEWS, and switch four other stations, including two whose Fox affiliations were displaced by the New World deal, with the network).[144]

On July 31, 1995, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced an agreement to merge with Capital Cities/ABC for $19 billion.[49][145] Disney shareholders approved the merger at a special conference in New York City on January 4, 1996,[145][146] with the acquisition of Capital Cities/ABC being completed on February 9; following the sale, Disney renamed its new subsidiary ABC Inc.[145] In addition to the ABC network, the Disney acquisition integrated ABC's ten owned-and-operated television and 21 radio stations; its 80% interest in ESPN, ownership interests in The History Channel[image: External link], A&E Television Networks[image: External link], and Lifetime Entertainment[image: External link]; and Capital Cities/ABC's magazine and newspaper properties into the company.[49] As FCC ownership rules forbade the company from keeping both it and KABC-TV, Disney sold Los Angeles independent station KCAL-TV[image: External link] to Young Broadcasting[image: External link] for $387 million.[147] On April 4, Disney sold the four newspapers that ABC had controlled under Capital Cities to Knight Ridder[image: External link] for $1.65 billion.[148] Following the merger, Thomas S. Murphy left ABC with Robert Iger taking his place as president and CEO.[149] Around the time of the merger, Disney's television production units had already produced series for the network such as Home Improvement and Boy Meets World, while the deal also allowed ABC access to Disney's children's programming library for its Saturday morning block. In 1998, ABC premiered the Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]-created sitcom Sports Night[image: External link], centering on the travails of the staff of a SportsCenter[image: External link]-style sports news program; despite earning critical praise and multiple Emmy Awards[image: External link], the series was cancelled in 2000 after two seasons.

On May 10, 1999, Disney reorganized its publishing division, the Buena Vista Publishing Group, renaming it as Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link]; the rechristened division became a subsidiary of Disney Consumer Products[image: External link] while Hyperion Books[image: External link] became affiliated with ABC.[150] On July 8, 1999, Disney consolidated Walt Disney Television Studio[image: External link], Buena Vista Television Productions[image: External link] and ABC's primetime division into the ABC Entertainment Television Group[image: External link].

In August 1999, ABC premiered a special series event, Who Wants to Be a Millionaire[image: External link], a game show[image: External link] based on the British program of the same title. Hosted throughout its ABC tenure by Regis Philbin[image: External link], the program became a major ratings success throughout its initial summer run, which led ABC to renew Millionaire as a regular series, returning on January 18, 2000. At its peak, the program aired as much as six nights a week.[151] Buoyed by Millionaire, during the 1999–2000 season[image: External link], ABC became the first network to move from third to first place in the ratings during a single television season. Millionaire ended its run on the network's primetime lineup after three years in 2002, with Buena Vista Television relaunching the show as a syndicated program (under that incarnation's original host Meredith Vieira[image: External link]) in September of that year.
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In addition to Who Wants to Be a Millionaire, the network entered the 2000s with hits held over from the previous decade such as The Practice[image: External link], NYPD Blue and The Wonderful World of Disney[image: External link] and new series such as My Wife and Kids[image: External link] and According to Jim[image: External link], all of which managed to help ABC stay ahead of the competition in the ratings in spite of the later departure of Millionaire. 2000 saw the end of "TGIF", which was struggling to find new hits (with Boy Meets World and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch[image: External link], the latter of which moved to The WB[image: External link] in October 2006, beginning to wane as well by this point) following the loss of Family Matters and Step by Step to CBS as part of its own failed attempt at a family-oriented Friday comedy block[image: External link] in the 1997–98 season[image: External link]. Outside of 20/20, Friday nights remained a weak spot for ABC for the next 11 years.

On April 30, 2000, as a result of a carriage dispute[image: External link] with ABC, Time Warner Cable removed ABC owned-and-operated stations from the cable provider's systems in four markets (WABC-TV in New York City, KABC-TV in Los Angeles, KTRK in Houston and WTVD in Raleigh-Durham). The network had earlier reached an eleventh-hour deal to renew its carriage agreement with the provider on December 31, 1999.[142] ABC filed an emergency petition to the Federal Communications Commission on May 1 to force TWC to restore the affected stations; the FCC ruled in favor of ABC, ordering Time Warner Cable to restore the stations, doing so on the afternoon of May 2.[142] ABC ended the 2000–01[image: External link] season as the most-watched network, ahead of NBC.

Networks affiliates approved a two-year affiliate agreement in 2002. In September 2006, Disney Chairman/CEO Michael Eisner[image: External link] outlined a proposed realignment of the ABC broadcast network day parts with the similar unit in its cable channels: ABC Sunday mornings with Disney Channels[image: External link] ( Toon[image: External link] & Playhouse[image: External link]), ABC daytime with Soapnet[image: External link] and ABC prime time with ABC Family.[152] 2002 saw the debut of the network's first hit reality series, The Bachelor[image: External link] (the elimination-style dating show's success led to a spinoff, The Bachelorette[image: External link], which premiered the following year, as well as two additional[image: External link] spinoffs[image: External link] that later debuted in the early 2010s).

In 2004, ABC's average viewership declined by ten ratings points, landing the network in fourth place, behind NBC, CBS and Fox (by the following year, the combined season-ending average audience share of ABC, NBC and CBS represented only 32% of U.S. households[125]). However, during the 2004–05 season[image: External link], the network experienced unexpected success with new series such as Desperate Housewives[image: External link], Lost[image: External link] and Grey's Anatomy[image: External link] as well as reality series Dancing with the Stars[image: External link], which helped ABC rise to second place, jumping ahead of CBS, but behind a surging Fox. On April 21, 2004, Disney announced a restructuring of its Disney Media Networks division with Marvin Jacobs being named president of ABC parent Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link], and ESPN president George Bodenheimer[image: External link] becoming co-CEO of the division with Jacobs, as well as president of ABC Sports.[153] On December 7, 2005, ABC Sports and ESPN signed an eight-year broadcast rights agreement with NASCAR[image: External link], allowing ABC and ESPN to broadcast 17 NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] races each season (comprising just over half of the 36 races held annually) effective with the 2006 season.[154]
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Between May and September 2005, rumors circulated that Disney–ABC was considering a sale of ABC Radio, with Clear Channel Communications[image: External link] and Westwood One[image: External link] (which had earlier purchased NBC's radio division, as well as the distribution rights to CBS's, and the Mutual Broadcasting System during the 1990s) as potential buyers. On October 19, 2005, ABC announced the restructuring of the group into six divisions: Entertainment Communications, Communications Resources, Kids Communications, News Communications, Corporate Communications, and International Communications.

On February 6, 2007, The Walt Disney Company announced an agreement with Citadel Broadcasting[image: External link] to merge the ABC Radio Network with Citadel. The new entity, Citadel Communications[image: External link],[155] was majority owned (52%) by Disney, in conjunction with Forstmann Little[image: External link] (32%) and former shareholders of Citadel Broadcasting (16%). Citadel eventually merged with Cumulus Media[image: External link] in September 2011.
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In February 2007, Disney announced that it would rename its Touchstone Television production unit as the ABC Television Studio (simplified to ABC Studios[image: External link] by that summer), as part of a corporate move to eliminate secondary production brands such as Buena Vista[image: External link].[156] In May 2007, ABC unveiled a new image campaign, revolving around the slogan "Start Here", which highlighted the multi-platform availability of ABC's program content.[157]

The Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] that halted production of network programs for much of the 2007–08 season[image: External link] affected the network in 2007–08 and 2008–09[image: External link], as various ABC shows that premiered in 2007, such as Dirty Sexy Money[image: External link], Pushing Daisies[image: External link], Eli Stone[image: External link] and Samantha Who?[image: External link], did not live to see a third season; other series such as Boston Legal[image: External link] and the U.S. version of Life on Mars[image: External link] suffered from low viewership, despite the former, a spin off of The Practice, being a once-highlighted breakout series when it debuted in 2005.[158] One of the network's strike-replacement programs during that time was the game show Duel[image: External link], which premiered in December 2007. The program would become a minor success for the network during its initial six-episode run, which led ABC to renew Duel as a regular series starting in April 2008. However, Duel suffered from low viewership during its run as a regular series, and ABC canceled the program after sixteen episodes. On August 15, 2008, Disney denied rumors started by Caris & Co. that it would be selling the ten ABC owned-and-operated stations.[159]

In early 2009, Disney–ABC Television Group merged ABC Entertainment and ABC Studios into a new division, ABC Entertainment Group, which would be responsible for both its production and broadcasting operations.[160][161][162][163][164] During this reorganization, the group announced that it would lay off 5% of its workforce.[165] On April 2, 2009, Citadel Communications announced that it would rebrand ABC Radio as Citadel Media;[166] however, ABC News continued to provide news content for Citadel. On December 22, Disney–ABC Television Group announced a partnership with Apple Inc.[image: External link] to make individual episodes of ABC and Disney Channel[image: External link] programs available for purchase on iTunes[image: External link].[167]
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In March 2010, reports suggested that The Walt Disney Company was considering spinning off ABC into an independent company because "it [did not] add a lot of value to Disney's other divisions".[168] The company entered advanced negotiations with two private equity firms[image: External link] to sell ABC; however, the planned sale was cancelled as a result of an FBI[image: External link] investigation into allegations of attempted insider trading by an ex-employee which they later denied.[169]

The network began running into some trouble in the ratings by 2010. That year, the sixth and final season of Lost became the drama's lowest-rated season since its debut in 2004. Ratings for the once-instant hit Ugly Betty[image: External link] collapsed dramatically after it was moved to Fridays[image: External link] at the start of its fourth season in the fall of 2009; an attempt to boost ratings by moving the dramedy to Wednesdays failed, with its ultimate cancellation by the network eliciting negative reaction from the public, and particularly the show's fanbase.[170] With the network's two former hit shows now out of the picture, the network's remaining top veteran shows Desperate Housewives and Grey's Anatomy, and another hit drama Brothers & Sisters[image: External link], all ended the 2009–10 season[image: External link] recorded their lowest ratings ever.

Among the few bright spots during this season were the midseason crime dramedy Castle[image: External link] as well as the success of two family sitcoms that anchored the network's revamped Wednesday comedy lineup, The Middle[image: External link] and Modern Family[image: External link], the latter of which was both a critical and commercial success. Shark Tank[image: External link] (based on the Dragon's Den[image: External link] reality format) also became a midseason sleeper hit on Sundays in the spring of 2010; the following season, it became the tentpole[image: External link] of the network's Friday night schedule, gradually helping make ABC a strong competitor (after being paired with 20/20 and beginning with the 2012–13 season[image: External link], the Tim Allen sitcom Last Man Standing[image: External link]) against CBS' long-dominant drama/reality lineup on that night for the first time since the "TGIF" lineup ended in 2000.

The network's troubles with sustaining existing series and gaining new hits spilled over into its 2010–11 schedule[image: External link]: ABC's dramas during that season continued to fail, with the midseason forensic investigation drama Body of Proof[image: External link] being the only one that was renewed for a second season.[171] The network also struggled to establish new comedies to support the previous year's debuts, with only late-season premiere Happy Endings[image: External link] earning a second season.[171] Meanwhile, the new lows hit by Brothers & Sisters led to its cancellation, and the previous year's only drama renewal, V[image: External link], also failed to earn another season after a low-rated midseason run.[172] Despite this and another noticeable ratings decline, ABC would manage to outrate NBC for third place by a larger margin than the previous year.[173]

With relatively little buzz surrounding its 2010–11 pilots, compounded by a sexual harassment[image: External link] lawsuit against him, Stephen McPherson resigned as ABC Entertainment Group president on July 27, 2010. Paul Lee[image: External link] (who previously served as the president of sister cable channel ABC Family) was announced as his replacement that same day.[174][175]

On April 14, 2011, ABC canceled the long-running soap operas All My Children[image: External link] and One Life to Live[image: External link] after 41 and 43 years on the air, respectively[176] (following backlash from fans, ABC sold the rights to both shows to Prospect Park[image: External link], which eventually revived the soaps on Hulu for one additional season in 2013 and with both companies suing one another for allegations of interference with the process of reviving the shows, failure to pay licensing fees and issues over ABC's use of certain characters from One Life to Live on General Hospital during the transition[177][178]). The talk/lifestyle show that replaced One Life to Live, The Revolution[image: External link], failed to generate satisfactory ratings and was in turn canceled after only seven months. The 2011–12 season[image: External link] saw ABC drop to fourth place in the 18–49 demographic despite renewing a handful of new shows (including freshmen dramas Scandal[image: External link], Revenge[image: External link] and Once Upon a Time[image: External link]) for second seasons.[179]

In 2012, ABC News and Univision Communications[image: External link] announced a partnership to launch an English-language cable news channel primarily aimed at younger English-speaking Hispanics; the new network, Fusion[image: External link], launched on October 28, 2013.[180][181][182] The 2012–13 season failed to live up to the previous year, with only one drama, Nashville[image: External link], and one comedy, The Neighbors[image: External link], earning a second season renewal.

The 2013–14 season[image: External link] was a slight improvement for ABC with three new hits in The Goldbergs[image: External link], Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] and Resurrection[image: External link], all of which were renewed; however, that season saw the cancellations of holdovers The Neighbors (which languished in its new Friday time slot despite being bookended by Last Man Standing and Shark Tank) and Suburgatory[image: External link]. NBC, which had lagged behind ABC for eight years, finished the season in first place in the 18–49 demographic for the first time since 2004, and in second place in total viewership behind long-dominant CBS. ABC itself would finish the season in third place as Fox crashed to fourth in both demographics.

The 2014–15 season[image: External link] saw moderate hits in Black-ish[image: External link] (the first series on the four major U.S. networks to feature a predominately African-American cast since 2006) and major successes in How to Get Away with Murder[image: External link] (which, alongside Grey's Anatomy and Scandal, became one of the centerpieces of a new Thursday drama lineup, "TGIT", composed of dramas executive produced by Shonda Rhimes[image: External link]). New hits came in with fellow new comedy Fresh Off the Boat[image: External link], a new drama Secrets and Lies[image: External link] and a low rated but critically acclaimed show American Crime[image: External link], all of which were renewed. However, that season saw cancellations of Resurrection and Revenge.

By November 2015, ABC was creating a digital slate called internal ABC3 for its WatchABC video streaming app.[183] The ABC3 slate of 7 comedy and lifestyle short series debuted under the ABCd banner along with 38 older series under a revamped and renamed ABC app on July 13, 2016.[184]

The 2015–16 season[image: External link] saw breakout hits such as Quantico[image: External link].
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Main articles: List of programs broadcast by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] and ESPN on ABC[image: External link]


The ABC television network provides 89 hours of regularly scheduled network programming each week. The network provides 22 hours of prime time programming to affiliated stations from 8:00–11:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday (all times Eastern and Pacific Time) and 7:00–11:00 p.m. on Sundays.

Daytime programming is also provided from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. weekdays (with a one-hour break at 12:00 p.m. Eastern/Pacific for stations to air newscasts, other locally produced programming such as talk shows, or syndicated programs) featuring the talk/lifestyle shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link] and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link]. ABC News[image: External link] programming includes Good Morning America from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. weekdays (along with one-hour weekend editions); nightly editions of ABC World News Tonight[image: External link] (whose weekend editions are occasionally subject to abbreviation or preemption due to sports telecasts overrunning into the program's timeslot), the Sunday political talk show[image: External link] This Week, early morning news programs World News Now[image: External link] and America This Morning[image: External link] and the late night newsmagazine Nightline[image: External link]. Late nights feature the weeknight talk show Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link].

The network's three-hour Saturday morning children's programming timeslot is programmed by syndication distributor Litton Entertainment[image: External link], which produces Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link] under an arrangement in which the programming block[image: External link] is syndicated exclusively to ABC owned-and-operated and affiliated stations, rather than being leased out directly by the network to Litton.

Sports programming is also provided on some weekend afternoons at any time from 12:00 to 6:00 p.m. Eastern Time (9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Pacific) and, during college football[image: External link] season, during prime time on Saturday nights as part of the Saturday Night Football[image: External link] package. Due to the erratic and (outside of college football[image: External link] season) highly inconsistent scheduling of sports programming on weekend afternoons since ESPN took over responsibilities for ABC's sports division in 2006, ABC carries the ESPN Sports Saturday[image: External link] block on Saturday late afternoons (featuring various ESPN-produced documentaries), and on Sundays either encores of primetime reality series, cancelled series being burned off[image: External link] that had no room on the primetime schedule, occasional theatrical films which were acquired by the network in the early to mid-2000s that no longer have a primetime slot to air in or more recently, figure skating[image: External link] and gymnastics[image: External link] specials supplied by Disson Skating, when no sports telecasts are scheduled, usually airing between 4:00 and 6:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific Time. During the summer, ABC airs ESPN-produced highlight compilation programs for The Open Championship[image: External link] golf and The Wimbledon[image: External link] tennis tournaments to provide some presence for both events on American broadcast television. ABC also carries various X Games[image: External link] weekend events not broadcast by ESPN. ABC airs NBA games on Sundays, normally starting in January as "NBA Sunday Showcase" during the regular season, and shows Christmas Day games, regularly between 2–7 PM ET, and NBA playoff games during the weekends, and exclusive rights to the NBA Finals[image: External link].
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Main article: ABC Daytime[image: External link]


ABC's daytime schedule currently features talk shows The View[image: External link] and The Chew[image: External link], and the soap opera General Hospital[image: External link], the latter of which is the longest-running entertainment program in the history of the ABC television network, having aired since 1963. ABC also broadcasts the morning news program Good Morning America[image: External link] and has done so since 1975, though that program is not considered to be part of the ABC Daytime block. In addition to the long-running All My Children[image: External link] (1970–2011) and One Life to Live[image: External link] (1968–2012), notable past soap operas seen on the daytime lineup include Ryan's Hope[image: External link], Dark Shadows[image: External link], Loving[image: External link], The City[image: External link] and Port Charles[image: External link]. ABC also aired the last nine years of the Procter & Gamble[image: External link]-produced soap The Edge of Night[image: External link], following its cancellation by CBS in 1975. ABC Daytime has also aired a number of game shows, including The Dating Game[image: External link], The Newlywed Game[image: External link], Let's Make a Deal[image: External link], Password[image: External link], Split Second[image: External link], The $10,000/$20,000 Pyramid[image: External link], Family Feud[image: External link], The Better Sex[image: External link], Trivia Trap[image: External link], All-Star Blitz[image: External link] and Hot Streak[image: External link].
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ABC currently holds the broadcast rights to the Academy Awards[image: External link], Emmy Awards (which are rotated across all four major networks on a year-to-year basis), American Music Awards[image: External link], Disney Parks Christmas Day Parade[image: External link], Tournament of Roses Parade[image: External link], Country Music Association Awards[image: External link] and the CMA Music Festival[image: External link]. Since 2000, ABC has also owned the television rights to most of the Peanuts[image: External link] television specials, having acquired the broadcast rights from CBS, which originated the specials in 1965 with the debut of A Charlie Brown Christmas[image: External link] (other Peanuts specials broadcast annually by ABC, including A Charlie Brown Christmas, include It's the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown[image: External link] and A Charlie Brown Thanksgiving[image: External link]).

Since 1974, ABC has generally aired Dick Clark's New Year's Rockin' Eve[image: External link] on New Year's Eve[image: External link] (hosted first by its creator Dick Clark, and later by his successor Ryan Seacrest); the only exception was in 1999, when ABC put it on a one-year hiatus to provide coverage of the international millennium festivities[image: External link], though Clark's traditional countdown from Times Square was still featured within the coverage. ABC has also aired the Miss America[image: External link] pageant from 1954 to 1956, 1997 to 2005 (with the television rights being assumed by cable channel TLC[image: External link] in 2006, when the pageant moved from its longtime homebase in Atlantic City[image: External link] to Las Vegas[image: External link], before returning to Atlantic City in 2013) and since 2011. Under its current contract with the Miss America Organization[image: External link], ABC will continue to broadcast the pageant through 2016.[185]

In 2015, ABC began airing the ESPY Awards[image: External link] show, which normally aired on ESPN before 2015. In the ABC debut of the ESPY's, Caitlyn Jenner[image: External link] was awarded the Arthur Ash Award for courage, after she announced in a 20/20 interview, that she was becoming transgender.
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 Programming library




ABC owns nearly all its in-house television and theatrical productions made from the 1970s onward, with the exception of certain co-productions with producers (for example, The Commish[image: External link] is now owned by the estate of its producer, Stephen Cannell[image: External link]). Worldwide video rights are currently owned by various companies, for example, MGM Home Entertainment[image: External link] via 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment[image: External link] owns U.S. video rights to many of ABC's feature films.

When the FCC imposed its fin-syn[image: External link] rules in 1970, ABC proactively created two companies: Worldvision Enterprises as a syndication distributor, and ABC Circle Films as a production company. However, between the publication and implementation of these regulations, the separation of the network's catalog was made in 1973. The broadcast rights to pre-1973 productions were transferred to Worldvision, which became independent in the same year. The company has been sold several times since Paramount Television[image: External link] acquired it in 1999, and has most recently been absorbed into CBS Television Distribution[image: External link], a unit of CBS Corporation[image: External link]. Nonetheless, Worldvision sold portions of its catalog, including the Ruby-Spears[image: External link] and Hanna-Barbera libraries, to Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1991. With Disney's 1996 purchase of ABC, ABC Circle Films was absorbed into Touchstone Television, a Disney subsidiary which in turn was renamed ABC Studios in 2007.[156]

Also part of the library are most films in the David O. Selznick[image: External link] library, the Cinerama Productions[image: External link]/Palomar theatrical library (with the exception of those films produced in Cinerama which are now under the control of Pacific Theatres[image: External link] and Flicker Alley), the Selmur Productions catalog that the network acquired some years back, and the in-house productions it continues to produce (such as America's Funniest Home Videos[image: External link], Grey's Anatomy[image: External link], General Hospital, and ABC News productions), although Disney–ABC Domestic Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista Television) handles domestic television distribution, while Disney–ABC International Television[image: External link] (formerly known as Buena Vista International Television) handles international television distribution.
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 Stations




Main articles: List of ABC television affiliates (by U.S. state)[image: External link], List of ABC television affiliates (table)[image: External link], and ABC Owned Television Stations[image: External link]


Since its inception, ABC has had many affiliated stations, which include WABC-TV and WPVI-TV, the first two stations to carry the network's programming. As of March 2015, ABC has eight owned-and-operated stations, and current and pending affiliation agreements with 235 additional television stations encompassing 49 states, the District of Columbia, four U.S. possessions, Bermuda[image: External link] and Saba[image: External link];[186][187] this makes ABC the largest U.S. broadcast television network by total number of affiliates. The network has an estimated national reach of 96.26% of all households in the United States (or 300,794,157 Americans with at least one television set).

Currently, New Jersey[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link] and Delaware[image: External link] are the only U.S. states where ABC does not have a locally licensed affiliate (New Jersey is served by New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV; Rhode Island is served by New Bedford, Massachusetts[image: External link]-licensed WLNE[image: External link]; and Delaware is served by WPVI and Salisbury, Maryland[image: External link] affiliate WMDT[image: External link]). ABC maintains affiliations with low-power stations (broadcasting either in analog or digital) in a few markets, such as Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] ( WBMA-LD[image: External link]), Lima, Ohio[image: External link] ( WLQP-LP[image: External link]) and South Bend, Indiana[image: External link] ( WBND-LD[image: External link]). In some markets, including the former two mentioned, these stations also maintain digital simulcasts on a subchannel of a co-owned/co-managed full-power television station.

The network has the unusual distinction of having separately owned and operated affiliates which serve the same market in Tampa, Florida[image: External link] (WFTS-TV and WWSB[image: External link]), Lincoln, Nebraska[image: External link] ( KLKN-TV[image: External link] and KHGI-TV[image: External link]), and Grand Rapids, Michigan[image: External link] ( WZZM[image: External link] and WOTV[image: External link]), with an analogous situation arising in Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link] ( KMBC-TV[image: External link] and KQTV[image: External link]). KQTV is licensed to St. Joseph, Missouri[image: External link], which is designated by Nielsen[image: External link] as a separate market from Kansas City despite being located within 55 miles (89 km) of one another, while WWSB, KHGI and WOTV serve areas that do not receive an adequate signal from their market's primary ABC affiliate (in the case of WWSB, this dates back to when WTSP[image: External link] was Tampa's primary ABC affiliate prior to 1994, with the former being necessitated to serve the southern part of the Tampa market including the station's city of license[image: External link], Sarasota[image: External link], due to WTSP's transmitter being short-spaced to avoid interfering with the analog signal of Miami[image: External link] affiliate WPLG[image: External link] – which like WTSP, broadcast on VHF channel 10).

The Sinclair Broadcast Group[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations by numerical total, owning or providing services to 28 ABC affiliates and two additional subchannel-only affiliates; Sinclair owns the largest ABC subchannel affiliate by market size, WABM-DT2[image: External link]/ WDBB-DT2[image: External link] in the Birmingham market, which serve as repeaters of WBMA-LD (which itself is also simulcast on a subchannel of former WBMA satellite WGWW[image: External link], owned by Sinclair partner company Howard Stirk Holdings[image: External link]). The E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link] is the largest operator of ABC stations in terms of overall market reach, owning 15 ABC-affiliated stations (including affiliates in larger markets such as Cleveland[image: External link], Phoenix[image: External link], Detroit[image: External link] and Denver[image: External link]), and through its ownership of Phoenix[image: External link] affiliate KNXV, Las Vegas[image: External link] affiliate KTNV-TV[image: External link] and Tucson[image: External link] affiliate KGUN-TV[image: External link], the only provider of ABC programming for the majority of Arizona[image: External link] (outside of the Yuma[image: External link]-El Centro[image: External link] market) and Southern Nevada[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Facilities and studios




All of ABC's owned-and-operated stations and affiliates have had their own facilities and studios, but transverse entities have been created to produce national programming. As a result, television series were produced by ABC Circle Films beginning in 1962 and by Touchstone Television beginning in 1985, before Touchstone was reorganized as ABC Studios[image: External link] in February 2007. Since the 1950s, ABC has had two main production facilities: the ABC Television Center (now The Prospect Studios) on Prospect Avenue in Hollywood, California[image: External link], shared with the operations of KABC-TV until 1999; and the ABC Television Center, East, a set of studios located throughout the New York City.

ABC owns several facilities in New York grouped mainly on West 66th Street. The main set of facilities is on the corner of Columbus Avenue and West 66th Street. In total, ABC's facilities occupy a combined 9,755 square meters (105,000 sq ft) of the 14,864 square meters (159,990 sq ft) of the blocks they encompass. The aforementioned set includes:


	The official headquarters at 77 West 66th Street, a 22-story building built in 1988 on a 175 feet (53 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	A pair of buildings at 149–155 Columbus Avenue (with one building comprising 10 stories and the other seven, and both containing glass bays connecting them to each other), constructed on a 100 feet (30 m) × 200 feet (61 m) plot;

	30–34 West 67th Street, a 15-story building with a facade on the 66th and 67th Street on a 100 feet (30 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	The former First Battery of New York National Guard, a five-story building located at number 56 on the other side of the street, on a 174 feet (53 m) × 100 feet (30 m) plot;

	ABC also owns 47 West 66th Street, one of three 14-story buildings on a 375 feet (114 m) x 100 feet (30 m) plot. From 1983 to 2013, Disney leased 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) at 157 Columbus Avenue, just on the other side of 67th Street.[188]




ABC also owns the Times Square Studios[image: External link] at 1500 Broadway on land in Times Square[image: External link] owned by a development fund for the 42nd Street[image: External link] Project; opened in 1999, Good Morning America and Nightline are broadcast from this particular facility. ABC News has premises a little further on West 66th Street, in a six-story building occupying a 196 feet (60 m) × 379 feet (116 m) plot at 121–135 West End Avenue[image: External link]. The block of West 66th street between Central Park West and Columbus Ave which houses the ABC News building was renamed Peter Jennings Way in 2006 in honor of the recently deceased longtime ABC News chief anchor and anchor of World News Tonight.[189]
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 Related services
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 Video-on-demand services




ABC maintains several video on demand[image: External link] services for delayed viewing of the network's programming, including a traditional VOD service called ABC on Demand, which is carried on most traditional cable and IPTV[image: External link] providers. The Walt Disney Company is also a part-owner of Hulu[image: External link] (as part of a consortium that includes, among other parties, the respective parent companies of NBC and Fox, NBCUniversal[image: External link] and 21st Century Fox[image: External link]), and has offered full-length episodes of most of ABC's programming through the streaming[image: External link] service since July 6, 2009 (which are available for viewing on Hulu's website and mobile app[image: External link], and since July 2016, through Yahoo! View[image: External link] as part of Hulu's spin-off of their free service to Yahoo),[190] as part of an agreement reached in April that year that also allowed Disney to acquire a 27% ownership stake in Hulu.

In May 2013, ABC launched "WATCH ABC", a revamp of its traditional multi-platform streaming services encompassing the network's existing streaming portal at ABC.com and a mobile app[image: External link] for smartphones[image: External link] and tablet computers[image: External link]; in addition to providing full-length episodes of ABC programs, the service allows live programming streams of local ABC affiliates in select markets (the first such offering by a U.S. broadcast network). Similar to sister network ESPN's WatchESPN[image: External link] service (which originated the "WATCH" brand used by the streaming services of Disney's television networks), live streams of ABC stations are only available to authenticated subscribers of participating pay television providers[image: External link] in certain markets. New York City O&O WABC-TV and Philadelphia O&O WPVI-TV were the first stations to offer streams of their programming on the service (with a free preview[image: External link] for non-subscribers through June 2013), with the six remaining ABC O&Os offering streams by the start of the 2013–14 season. Hearst Television[image: External link] also reached a deal to offer streams of its ABC affiliates (including stations in Boston[image: External link], Kansas City[image: External link], Milwaukee[image: External link] and West Palm Beach[image: External link]) on the service, though as of 2016 these stations are only available for live-streaming for DirecTV[image: External link] subscribers.[191][192]

The most recent episodes of the network's shows are usually made available on WATCH ABC, Hulu and ABC on Demand the day after their original broadcast. In addition, ABC on Demand (like the video-on-demand television services provided by the other U.S. broadcast networks) disallows fast forwarding[image: External link] of accessed content. Restrictions implemented by Disney–ABC Television Group on January 7, 2014 restrict streaming of the most recent episode of any ABC program on Hulu and WATCH ABC until eight days after their initial broadcast, in order to encourage live or same-week (via both DVR[image: External link] and cable on demand) viewing, with day-after-air streaming on either service limited to subscribers of participating pay television providers (such as Comcast[image: External link], Verizon FiOS[image: External link] and Time Warner Cable[image: External link]) using an ISP[image: External link] account via an authenticated user login.
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 ABC HD




ABC's master feed is transmitted in 720p[image: External link] high definition[image: External link], the native resolution format for The Walt Disney Company's U.S. television properties. However, most of Hearst Television's 16 ABC-affiliated stations transmit the network's programming in 1080i[image: External link] HD, while 11 other affiliates owned by various companies carry the network feed in 480i[image: External link] standard definition[image: External link][186] either due to technical considerations for affiliates of other major networks that carry ABC programming on a digital subchannel or because a primary feed ABC affiliate has not yet upgraded their transmission equipment to allow content to be presented in HD.

ABC began its conversion to high definition[image: External link] with the launch of its simulcast feed, ABC HD, on September 16, 2001 at the start of the 2001–02 season[image: External link], with its scripted prime time series becoming the first shows to upgrade to the format. The network's slate of freshmen scripted series were broadcast in HD from their debuts, while all scripted series held over from the 2000–01 season[image: External link] were converted from standard-definition[image: External link] to high definition beginning that season.

With the 2011 cancellation of Supernanny[image: External link], Extreme Makeover: Home Edition[image: External link] became the only remaining program on the network's schedule that was broadcast in 4:3[image: External link] standard definition. All of the network's programming has been presented in HD since January 2012 (with the exception of certain holiday[image: External link] specials produced prior to 2005 – such as the Peanuts specials and Rudolph's Shiny New Year[image: External link] – which continue to be presented in 4:3 SD), when Extreme Makeover: Home Edition ended its run as a regular series and One Life to Live (which had been presented in 16:9[image: External link] standard definition since 2010) also ended its ABC run. The affiliate-syndicated Saturday morning E/I block Litton's Weekend Aventure is also broadcast in HD, and was the first children's program block on any U.S. broadcast network to feature programs available in the format upon its September 2011 debut.

On September 1, 2016, ABC began to use 16:9[image: External link] framing for all of most graphical imaging (primarily the network's logo bug, in-program promotions and generic closing credit sequences as well as sports telecasts, where the BottomLine and scoreboard elements now extend outside the 4:3 frame), requiring its stations and pay television providers to display its programming in a compulsory widescreen[image: External link] format, either in high definition or standard definition; with the change, some programs (such as Grey's Anatomy, The Goldbergs and Quantico) also began positioning their main on-screen credits outside of the 4:3 aspect ratio. This leaves CBS[image: External link] and The CW[image: External link] as the last two major networks to continue to prefer 4:3 framing for graphics.
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 Analysis




Since its inception, the American Broadcasting Company has evolved with the development of various assets, many of which have been sold. The company originates from a radio network that went on the air in 1927, was forced by law to separate from its original parent company, and then became an independent company. The new company diversified rapidly in the emerging medium of television.

The company diversified again through its mergers with United Paramount Theatres in 1950 and later with Capital Cities in 1985. Under UPT, ABC was a sister company to a large theater chain, while under Capital Cities, it was a sister company to various publications. However, ABC was separated from its theaters by the time of the Capital Cities merger, and from its sister newspapers during Disney's purchase of the network in 1996.

A 1993 annual corporate report indicated that 70% of Capital Cities/ABC's revenue came from the sale of advertising space, and for the rest, the two main positions were subscriptions to pay television channels and direct sales of books and journals.[140]
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 Visual identity




The ABC logo has evolved many times since the network's creation in 1943. The network's first logo, introduced in 1946, consisted of a television screen containing the letters "T" and "V", with a vertical ABC microphone in the center,[193] referencing the network's roots in radio. When the ABC-UPT merger was finalized in 1953, the network introduced a new logo based on the seal of the Federal Communications Commission, with the letters "ABC" enclosed in a circular shield[image: External link] surmounted by the bald eagle[image: External link].[193] In 1957, just before the television network began its first color broadcasts, the ABC logo consisted of a tiny lowercase "abc" in the center of a large lowercase letter a, a design known as the "ABC Circle A".[193]

In 1962, graphic designer Paul Rand[image: External link] redesigned the ABC logo into its best-known (and current) form, with the lowercase letters "abc" enclosed in a single black circle. The new logo debuted on-air for ABC's promos at the start of the 1963–64 season. The letters are strongly reminiscent of the Bauhaus[image: External link] typeface designed by Herbert Bayer[image: External link] in the 1920s,[194] but also share similarities with several other fonts, such as ITC Avant Garde[image: External link] and Horatio, and most closely resembling Chalet. The logo's simplicity made it easier to redesign and duplicate, which conferred a benefit for ABC (mostly before the advent of computer graphics[image: External link]).

The 1970s and 1980s saw the emergence of many graphical imaging packages for the network which based the logo's setting mainly on special lighting effects then under development including white, blue, pink, rainbow neon and glittering dotted lines. Among the "ABC Circle" logo's many variants was a 1977 ID sequence that featured a bubble on a black background representing the circle with glossy gold letters, and as such, was the first ABC identification card to have a three-dimensional appearance.[193]

In 1983, for the 40th anniversary of the network's founding, ID sequences had the logo appear in a gold CGI[image: External link] design on a blue background, accompanied by the slogan "That Special Feeling" in a script font.[193] Ten years later, in 1993, the "ABC Circle" logo reverted to its classic white-on-black color scheme, but with gloss effects on both the circle and the letters, and a bronze border surrounding the circle.[193] The ABC logo first appeared as a on-screen bug[image: External link] in the 1993–94 season[image: External link], appearing initially only for 60 seconds at the beginning of an act or segment, before appearing throughout programs (except during commercial breaks) beginning in the 1995–96 season[image: External link]; the respective iterations of the translucent logo bug were also incorporated within program promotions until the 2011–12 season.

In 1998, the network began using a minimalist graphical identity, designed by Pittard Sullivan, featuring a small black-and-white "ABC Circle" logo on a yellow background (promotions during this time also featured a sequence of still photos of the stars of its programs during the timeslot card as well as the schedule sequence that began each night's prime time lineup).[193] A new four-note theme tune was introduced alongside the package, based around the network's "We Love TV" image campaign introduced that year, creating an audio signature on par with the NBC chimes[image: External link], CBS' various three-note soundmarks (including the current version used since 1992) and the Fox Fanfare[image: External link]. The four-note signature has been updated with every television season thereafter (though variants of it used since the 1998–99 season[image: External link] remain in use during the production company vanity cards shown following the closing credits of most programs). In the fall of 2015, ABC stopped with its 1998–2002 four-note jingles for the production company vanity cards following the closing credits of most of its programs over seventeen years, now it has a different and adventure-type music (which is a modified version of "You Lift Me Up" by Mikey Wax[image: External link]), including the drums or the chorus of the network's four-note signature. Also, a new music is also currently heard on the network's tonight lineup and the intros for each ABC show.

In 2000, ABC launched a web-based promotional campaign focused around its circle logo, also called "the dot", in which comic book character Little Dot[image: External link] prompted visitors to "download the dot", a program which would cause the ABC logo to fly around the screen and settle in the bottom-right corner.[195] The network hired the Troika Design Group[image: External link] to design and produce its 2001–02 identity, which continued using the black-and-yellow coloring of the logo and featured dots and stripes in various promotional and identification spots.[196]

On June 16, 2007, ABC began to phase in a new imaging campaign for the upcoming 2007–08 season, "Start Here". Also developed by Troika, the on-air design was intended to emphasize the availability of ABC content across multiple platforms (in particular, using a system of icons representing different devices, such as television, computers and mobile devices), and "simplify and bring a lot more consistency and continuity to the visual representation of ABC". The ABC logo was also significantly redesigned as part of the transition, with a glossy "ball" effect that was specifically designed for HD. On-air, the logo was accompanied by animated water and ribbon effects. Red ribbons were used to represent the entertainment division, while blue ribbons were used for ABC News.[157][197]

A revised version of the ABC logo was introduced for promotions for the 2013–14 season during the network's upfront[image: External link] presentation on May 14, 2013, and officially introduced on-air on May 30 (although some affiliates implemented the new design prior to then), as part of an overhaul of ABC's identity by design agency LoyalKaspar. The updated logo carries a simpler gloss design than the previous version, and contains lettering more closely resembling Paul Rand's original version of the circle logo. The logo is displayed on-air, online and in print advertising in four variants shading the respective color used with the circle design's native black coloring: a gold version is primarily used on entertainment-oriented outlets (such as ABC.com, WATCH ABC, and by ABC Studios) and the on-screen bug; steel blue and dark grey versions are used primarily by ABC News; a red version is used for ESPN on ABC[image: External link], while all four variants are used selectively in advertising and by affiliates. A new custom typeface[image: External link], "ABC Modern" (which was inspired by the logotype), was also created for use in advertising and other promotional materials.[198]
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 International development




The first attempts to internationalize the ABC television network date back to the 1950s, after Leonard Goldenson, following the United Paramount Theatres model, tried to use on ABC the same strategies he had made in expanding UPT's theater operation to the international market.[199] Leonard Goldenson said that ABC's first international activity was broadcasting the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link] in June 1953; CBS and NBC were unable to cover the coronation live due to respective issues with technical problems and flight delays.[200] NBC's plane landed in Latin America[image: External link][ where?[image: External link]], leading ABC to learn of subsidiaries in that region.[200] Goldenson tried international investing, having ABC invest in the Latin American market, acquiring a 51% interest in a network covering Central America[image: External link].[201] Goldenson also cited interest in Japan in the early 1950s,[202] acquiring a 5% stake in two new domestic networks, the Mainichi Broadcasting System[image: External link] in 1951 and Nihon Educational Television[image: External link] in 1957.[202] Goldenson also invested in broadcasting properties in Beirut[image: External link] in the mid-1960s.[203]

The idea was to create a network of wholly and partially owned channels, and affiliates to rebroadcast the network's programs. In 1959, this rerun activity was completed with program syndication, with ABC Films selling programs to networks not owned by ABC.[204] The arrival of satellite television ended the need for ABC to hold interests in other countries;[109] many governments also wanted to increase their independence and strengthen legislation to limit foreign ownership of broadcasting properties. As a result, ABC was forced to sell all of its interests in international networks, mainly in Japan and Latin America, in the 1970s.[69]

A second period of international expansion is linked to that of the ESPN network in the 1990s, and policies enacted in the 2000s by Disney Media Networks (which included the expansion of several of the company's U.S.-based cable networks including Disney Channel and its spinoffs Toon Disney, Playhouse Disney[image: External link] and Jetix[image: External link]; although Disney also sold its 33% stake in European sports channel Eurosport[image: External link] for $155 million in June 2000[205]). In contrast to Disney's other channels, ABC is broadcast in the United States, although the network's programming is syndicated in many countries. The policy regarding wholly owned international networks was revived in 2004 when on September 27 of that year, ABC announced the launch of ABC1[image: External link], a free-to-air[image: External link] channel in the United Kingdom[image: External link] owned by the ABC Group.[206] However, on September 8, 2007, Disney announced that it would discontinue ABC1 citing to the channel's inability to attain sustainable viewership.[207] With ABC1's shutdown that October, the company's attempt to develop ABC International were discontinued.[207]

Prior to the ABC1 closure, on October 10, 2006, Disney–ABC Television Group entered into an agreement with satellite provider Dish TV[image: External link] to carry its ABC News Now channel in India[image: External link].[208]
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 Movies produced by ABC or its divisions




Main article: List of films produced by American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]
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	Disney–ABC Television Group[image: External link]

	Children's programming on the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link]

	ABC Kids (United States)[image: External link]

	Litton's Weekend Adventure[image: External link]

	ABC Productions[image: External link]

	ABC Studios[image: External link]

	List of United States over-the-air television networks[image: External link]

	Lists of ABC television affiliates[image: External link]
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Two Guys and a Girl






Not to be confused with the 1998 film Two Girls and a Guy[image: External link] or the 1951 film Two Gals and a Guy[image: External link].

Two Guys and a Girl (originally titled Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place) is an American sitcom[image: External link] created by Kenny Schwartz and Danny Jacobson. It was originally broadcast on ABC from March 10, 1998, to May 16, 2001. Eighty-one episodes were aired over four seasons.

The series stars Ryan Reynolds, Traylor Howard[image: External link] and Richard Ruccolo[image: External link] as the title characters. The second season saw the arrival of two additional recurring characters, Johnny Donnelly (Nathan Fillion[image: External link]) and Ashley Walker (Suzanne Cryer[image: External link]). In 2000, ABC bounced the sitcom from midweek to Friday night[image: External link], leading to a steep drop in ratings[image: External link]. After the show moved back to Wednesday for a two-week trial in an unsuccessful attempt to regain ratings, it was cancelled in May 2001. The series finale was titled "The Internet Show", an episode in which fans of the show voted on the outcome online.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview




Focusing on the lives of twenty-somethings Pete Dunville, Michael Bergen and Sharon Carter, the show was originally based on the life of its creator. The fictional "Beacon Street Pizza" was based on a real pizza restaurant named Theo's Pizza in Teele Square[image: External link], Somerville, Massachusetts[image: External link], where show creator Kenny Schwartz worked while attending nearby Tufts University[image: External link]. The show is set in Boston[image: External link], but was filmed at CBS Studio Center[image: External link] in Studio City, Los Angeles, California[image: External link].

The series stars Ryan Reynolds as Michael Leslie "Berg" Bergen, Richard Ruccolo[image: External link] as Peter "Pete" Dunville and Traylor Howard[image: External link], as campus beauty Sharon Carter (later Carter-Donnelly). In the first two seasons, Berg, a slacker[image: External link], works at a Boston[image: External link] pizza parlor, Beacon Street[image: External link] Pizza, with Pete. They both attend Tufts University[image: External link], with Sharon, who after graduation, works as the spokesperson (or apologist) for Immaculate Chemicals.

The format of the initial season varied considerably from that of subsequent seasons. The first season features Jennifer Westfeldt[image: External link] as Melissa, Pete's girlfriend, and David Ogden Stiers[image: External link] as Mr. Bauer, a delusional old man who frequents the pizza place, pretending that experiences from films are his own. The second season abandons these two characters, focusing on the interplay between Pete and Berg and their relationship with Sharon, who lives in the apartment above them. Berg eventually decides to attend medical school and become a doctor[image: External link], while Pete drops out of architecture[image: External link] classes to become a career counselor. The second season also introduces Johnny (Nathan Fillion[image: External link]), a jukebox repairman who starts dating Sharon, and Ashley (Suzanne Cryer[image: External link]), a medical school classmate of Berg's who competes with him to be top of the class.

At the start of season three, the pizza place is abandoned entirely (hence the change in the show's title at this time), and Berg begins his medical residency[image: External link]. Pete becomes a vice president of a cosmetics company, and then a firefighter[image: External link]. Johnny and Sharon marry and become the superintendents of the apartment building they live in. Berg goes on to date Irene (Jillian Bach), the eccentric neighbour across the hall, and Pete begins dating a fellow firefighter named Marti (Tiffani Thiessen[image: External link]).
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 Cast and characters





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Main cast





	
Ryan Reynolds as Michael Eugene Leslie "Berg" Bergen (1998–2001) – the mischievous everyman[image: External link] with boyish looks who often creates chaos in the lives of his friends, particularly Pete. While in college, he has difficulty settling on what he wants to do in life. Eventually he decides on becoming a doctor[image: External link], and meets Ashley, a worthy competitor, at medical school. They begin a relationship but eventually break up due to her inability to reciprocate his feelings. Near the end of the show, he and Irene, Pete's former stalker[image: External link], form a relationship.

	
Richard Ruccolo[image: External link] as Peter Dunville (1998–2001) – often neurotic[image: External link] and anxious[image: External link] about what may occur with his professional and romantic life. Early in the show, he is conflicted with what he wants to do in life. He switches from his dreams of becoming an architect[image: External link] to becoming a firefighter[image: External link]. He has a very brief romance with Sharon. Later, near the end of the show, he begins a lust-based relationship with Berg's ex-girlfriend, Ashley.

	
Traylor Howard[image: External link] as Sharon Carter-Donnelly (1998–2001) – a complex woman who is good friends with Pete and Berg. She is known for her self-confidence, yet inability to commit to relationships. Eventually, she manages to move past her fears and marries her boyfriend Johnny Donnelly.

	
Nathan Fillion[image: External link] as Johnny Donnelly (1999–2001) – arrives in the second season as a jukebox repair man with eyes for Sharon. He and Sharon begin dating with the occasional break-up due to Johnny's long-time friend Shaun, an attractive female who often gets in the way of their relationship. The couple marry during the third-season finale. Johnny later decides to become a fireman against Sharon's wishes. Eventually, Sharon and Johnny decide they are ready for children, as seen in the series finale.

	
Suzanne Cryer[image: External link] as Ashley Walker (1999–2001) – arrives in the second season and meets Berg at medical school. Initially she rejects Berg, hoping to keep her long distance relationship with Justin (Jon Cryer[image: External link]). She eventually starts dating Berg but he then calls it off. At the end of the fourth season, she starts a sexual relationship with Pete and becomes pregnant in the series finale. Viewers were left unable to know what Ashley would do with the baby due to the show's cancellation.

	
Jillian Bach[image: External link] as Irene (1999–2001) – arrives mid-season 2 as Pete's stalker. She then forms a sexual relationship with Berg, while maintaining her love for Pete. Toward the middle of season 4, she and Berg start dating but break up due to Berg's other love interest, Katie Connor. Irene then forms a relationship with the mailman, causing Berg to become extremely jealous. The two get back together after an unexpected pregnancy scare.

	
Jennifer Westfeldt[image: External link] as Melissa (1998) – Pete's love interest during the first season. She arrives numerous times after "Two Guys, a Girl and an Apartment", where she and Pete break-up, suggesting that the episodes aired in the wrong order.

	
Julius Carry[image: External link] as Bill (1998) – the smart-mouth owner of Beacon Street Pizza. He only appears during the first season.

	
David Ogden Stiers[image: External link] as Mr. Bauer (1998) – only appearing in the first season, he hangs about the pizza place telling stories that are from movies but which he claims to be his own experiences.
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 Recurring cast





	
Giuseppe Andrews[image: External link] as Germ (2000–2001) – a helper at Tufts Hospital who is noted for his sluggish and immature attitude. He first appears in "Au Revoir Pizza Place", season 3 episode 2, and returns later in the series where he becomes a close acquaintance of Pete, Berg, Sharon and Ashley.

	
Maury Ginsberg[image: External link] as Kamen (1998–1999) – thwarted by Berg in "Two Guys, a Girl and Someone Better" where Berg basically ruins his life. He attempts to get Berg back on random occasions throughout season 2.

	
Tiffani Thiessen[image: External link] as Marti (2000) – another love interest of Pete's who continually sasses him at the fire station. She and Pete start dating, to Irene's dislike. She breaks up with Pete during the fourth season after having an affair with a baseball star.

	
Dian Bachar[image: External link] as Roger (2001) – A mailman Irene dates after her breakup with Berg, who always wears shorts with his uniform. Like the Cheers[image: External link] character Cliff Clavin[image: External link], Roger behaves as if his menial job requires a great amount of skill and effort. Despite his short stature, he behaves as if he were large and physically powerful, frequently challenging the much larger Berg to fights. In the finale, it is revealed that this sense of self-confidence comes from his status as an army reservist who is trained to snap a man's neck with one hand.
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 Notable guest cast





	
Carmen Electra[image: External link] as Isabella (1998) – a love interest of Pete's who gets between him and Berg. When Pete feels he must dump Isabella to go to 845 Arlington, Berg tries to stop him. ("Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Delivery")

	
Jon Cryer[image: External link] as Justin (1999) – Ashley's long-distance boyfriend who moves to Boston to give their relationship a chance; only appears in 1 episode. ("Two Guys, a Girl and Thanksgiving")

	
Nomar Garciaparra[image: External link] as himself (2000) – becomes a love interest of Ashley's until he falls for Pete's girlfriend Marti.

	
Anthony Head[image: External link] as Dr. Staretski (1999) – a role model of Ashley's in the episode "Two Guys, a Girl and Mother's Day;" Berg is surprised to learn that he paints nudes.

	
Kathy Kinney[image: External link] as Mimi (1998) – Kinney played Mimi from The Drew Carey Show[image: External link] on the episode "Two Guys, a Girl and a Psycho Halloween," in a short cameo appearance.

	
Fred Willard[image: External link] as Frank Farber (1998) - interviews Pete in "Two Guys, A Girl and a Vacation". He talks to Pete about women he has conquered all around the world, until Berg uses a Scottish accent pretending to be his long lost love child to drive him away.

	
Adam Carolla[image: External link] as himself (1998) – Carolla appeared as himself from the talkshow Loveline[image: External link]. Pete constantly asks him for advice on dating and career issues when Pete becomes a limo driver in "Two Guys, a Girl and a Limo".

	
Conchata Ferrell[image: External link] as Shaun's mother (1999) – Ferrell plays Shaun's mother in the episode "Two Guys, a Girl and Valentine's Day". She shows excitement when meeting Berg after discovering that he is a doctor.

	
Blink-182[image: External link] (1999) – The band appear in the third season where they play at the pizza place naked. This referenced their latest single at the time, "What's My Age Again?[image: External link]". ("Au Revoir Pizza Place")

	
Barenaked Ladies[image: External link] (1999) – The band makes an appearance in "Two Guys, a Girl and Barenaked Ladies" where the group follow Pete around and sing about his current events.

	
Dan Finnerty[image: External link] & The Dan Band[image: External link] - make an appearance in "Bridesmaids Revisited" where Dan sings female songs throughout the episode as they follow Ashley.
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 Progression
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 Season 1




The series premiered on March 10, 1998, as Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place. The episode entitled "The Pilot[image: External link]" was watched by almost 18 million viewers.

The story of season 1 centers around the pizza place. Actors such as Jennifer Westfeldt[image: External link] (Melissa), and Julius Carry[image: External link] (Bill) were credited as secondary cast members to principals Ryan Reynolds, Richard Ruccolo[image: External link] and Traylor Howard[image: External link]. Mr. Bauer, played by David Ogden Stiers[image: External link], frequently appeared around the pizza place, telling stories of life events which actually occurred in movies. Pete and Berg share an apartment, on which Peter pays the rent every month, with Berg testing experimental drugs to supplement their income. Pete structures his life around architecture and grad school, while Sharon, their friend upstairs, works for an evil corporation[image: External link] who exploit the Earth's natural resources, much to her dislike.

The episodes contained storylines including: Pete preparing for a presentation which Berg ruins; Berg stealing the Celtics' '81 championship banner; Sharon joining the softball team; and the story of how they all met. Because the episodes aired out of order, the season seems very disjointed. This is demonstrated by the status of Pete's relationship with Melissa: in episode 8 – "Party" Melissa and Pete are still together despite having previously broken up in episode 5 – "Apartment". On the DVD release these were episodes 2 and 7 respectively.
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 Season 2




Season 2 had a more structured basis for each episode. Two additional primary characters arrived, Ashley Walker (Suzanne Cryer) and Johnny Donnelly (Nathan Fillion), as well as the dismissal of characters Bill, Mr. Bauer and Pete's long-time girlfriend Melissa.

The season starts with Berg's realization that someone in his class, Walker, is cleverer than he is. This leads to an anticipated romance between Berg and Ashley as they both head down the path of becoming physicians. Jukebox repairman Johnny Donnelly begins a relationship with Sharon. Other secondary characters (Irene, Kamen, Shaun) are introduced throughout the season. Episodes of season 2 include: "Two Guys, a Girl and an Engagement", "Two Guys, a Girl and a Valentine's Day" and "Two Guys, a Girl and Ashley's Return," all of which mark turning points in the story of the show. Johnny and Sharon break up on Valentine's Day due to Sharon's jealousy of Shaun, Johnny's best friend. Berg and Ashley finally get together in "...And Ashley's Return," Pete confesses his feelings towards Sharon, and Johnny proposes in "...And an Engagement". The season ends with Sharon not giving Johnny an answer as well as her realizing she may have feelings for Pete. This left the show with a cliffhanger[image: External link] after ABC had renewed it for another season.
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 Season 3




The pizza place is completely abandoned in the third season so that the characters can pursue different dreams. The premiere resolves the season two cliffhanger, with Sharon answering Johnny's proposal with 'Yes, in theory', although she is still holding out on her feelings for Pete. Evidently, Pete flew to Paris after the night's events and returns completely over Sharon, with a new girlfriend who speaks only French and is revealed to be extremely racist. Berg and Ashley continue to build on their relationship and finally become doctors involved in Psych rotations. The season portrays their relationship as unsteady and completely built on hate of one another. This leads to Berg breaking up with Ashley during the middle of the season.

Ashley lives with Pete and Berg before moving into her own apartment, which was originally Sharon and Johnny's, who move to the basement to become the new supers. She starts dating Boston Red Sox[image: External link] baseball star Nomar Garciaparra[image: External link], who appears as himself. Pete finds his true calling by becoming a firefighter. He enjoys the experiences of being an honorary firefighter until the feisty Marti, played by Tiffani Thiessen[image: External link], comes along to thwart him at every turn. The two continue to take shots at each other until she starts dating Berg, to Pete's dislike. Pete and Berg get into a huge fight concerning Marti and consider not being roommates anymore.

When Pete gets his acceptance letter to Fireman Boot Camp, he goes to Marti with open arms and they become an item. Pete continues to hate Berg throughout the final episodes of the season. Sharon and Johnny bicker at one another until Johnny calls off the wedding. When they get back together, they decide that a quickie wedding is the best idea. Irene, Pete's alleged stalker, agrees to throw Sharon and Johnny a wedding on the roof of the building. This results in her inviting Robert Goulet[image: External link], who conducts the ceremony and brings Pete and Berg back together as friends during the wedding.

At the end of the two part season finale, Pete and Marti leave to go to Fireman Boot Camp, Sharon and Johnny go on their honeymoon, and Ashley leaves to sort out a joke that Pete told Nomar, causing him and Ashley to break up. Berg and Irene are left alone at the wedding and start to dance. The series ends with another cliffhanger as the audience is led to believe something will happen between Berg and Irene. The series was renewed for another season due to its 10.2 million average viewers during season 3.
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 Season 4




In 2001, ABC moved the sitcom from mid-week to Friday and the show's average viewers dropped from 10.2 to 6.7 million.

Season 4 continues the story arc from the end of Season 3. Johnny and Sharon are married, Pete and Marti are now firefighters and Berg and Irene are sleeping together. After Berg gets over being on academic probation, he continues to be Irene's "sex buddy". The two start sleeping together secretly, hoping that Pete won't find out.

Johnny continues to be the superintendent until Sharon makes him an honorary fireman for the day on his birthday. Johnny decides that he wants to be a fireman, much to Sharon's dislike. Meanwhile, Berg and Irene become a couple and Pete and Marti break up. Marti leaves Pete for Ashley's ex, Nomar. Sharon feels unfulfilled after leaving her evil corporate job and decides that she wants to be a lawyer.

When Berg tells Irene that he loves her and she has no reply, Berg goes out and meets someone else. Katie, the girl he meets, admits that she's been following him for 8 years. However, the two of them kiss and Berg tells Irene. Berg apologizes and Irene breaks up with him for the mailman Roger. In the final episode, Berg assumes that Irene may be pregnant and decides that he must win her back.
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 Series finale




The series finale is titled "The Internet Show[image: External link]", and was an episode in which fans of the show voted on the outcome online. The episode aired on May 16, 2001. It was written by Donald Beck and Vince Calandra and directed by Michael Lembeck[image: External link].

In the episode, Sharon thinks she may be pregnant and Ashley realizes she could be too. Ashley goes into denial, despite showing symptoms, but agrees to take a pregnancy test with Sharon. When Berg finds out from a news report that a glow-in-the-dark condom he used was defective he thinks Irene could be pregnant. Not wanting to worry her, he tries to get a urine sample from her without telling her. Pete is still annoyed at Ashley for giving up on their relationship to go to Stanford.

Four different endings were filmed for viewers to decide which of the central female characters (Sharon, Ashley, or Irene) should become pregnant, while the fourth possible ending had no pregnancies at all. The plan was to have the pregnant one (which ultimately ended up being Ashley) give birth at the end of the proposed fifth season. However, a fifth season of the show never materialized; by the time the fourth-season finale aired in May 2001, the show had been cancelled due to low ratings.
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 Ratings




The show had strong ratings success during its run, peaking in season 2 with an average of 12.0 million viewers. The series premiere, titled "The Pilot[image: External link]", was watched by 17.94 million viewers, airing after The Drew Carey Show[image: External link].[1] The episode got a 15.61 Nielsen rating[image: External link] and won its 18-49 adult demographic. This was ABC's biggest opening since Spin City[image: External link].[2] The eleventh episode of season 1, "Two Guys, a Girl and How They Met", got a 6.7 Nielsen rating,[3] a big drop from the series premiere. The estimated number of viewers was 7.69 million.

The show continued to have success during the first few seasons but never reached the high rating of "The Pilot". Its key adult 18–49 audience was predominantly female (55%). It was ranked #1 in its time period with Total Viewers, outperforming Beverly Hills, 90210[image: External link], The Nanny[image: External link] and Dawson's Creek[image: External link]. It was also #1 in its time slot with key adults 18–49 and with all male demographics. It was the #3 sitcom on ABC with key adults 18-34.[4]



	Season
	Timeslot (EDT)
	Season premiere
	Season finale
	TV season
	Rank
	Viewers

(in millions)



	1[image: External link]
	Wednesday 8:30 P.M. (March 10, 1998 – July 22, 1998)
	March 10, 1998
	July 22, 1998
	1997–1998[image: External link]
	#36[5]
	12.9[6]



	2[image: External link]
	Wednesday 8:30 P.M. (September 23, 1998 – May 26, 1999)
	September 23, 1998
	May 26, 1999
	1998–1999[image: External link]
	#44[7]
	12.0[7]



	3[image: External link]
	Wednesday 8:30 P.M. (September 27, 1999 – April 26, 2000)
	September 27, 1999
	April 26, 2000
	1999–2000[image: External link]
	#57[8]
	10.2[8]



	4[image: External link]
	Friday 8:00 P.M. (October 26, 2000 – May 16, 2001)
	October 26, 2000
	May 16, 2001
	2000–2001[image: External link]
	#104[9]
	6.7[9]
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 Production notes
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 Theme song and opening sequences




The title sequence for the first two seasons consists of a short collection of images of the three main characters, and a few cartoon images of them drinking and eating pizza at the pizza place, which alternated with a logo saying Two Guys, a Girl and a Pizza Place. The title screen is accompanied by an instrumental cover of the song "Blister in the Sun[image: External link]" by the Violent Femmes[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The title sequence for Seasons 3 and 4 shows Pete, Berg and Sharon dancing to a more modern piece of music in front of a plain white backdrop, wearing suits and dresses. The newly adapted logo (the show's name having changed) is seen overlaying the footage as the three dance and laugh.

The music for the series was composed by Freddy Curci[image: External link], Tom Rizzo and Mark Vogel. The music for Seasons 1 and 2 included numerous variations on the title theme, a prime example of which is "Two Guys, a Girl and a Vacation" where the cast members do a short rendition of " Kokomo[image: External link]" by The Beach Boys[image: External link]. Steel drums and Caribbean instruments were used to vary the title theme within the scenes of the episode.
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 Crew
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 Directors





	Amanda Bearse[image: External link]

	Robby Benson[image: External link]

	Mark Cendrowski[image: External link]

	Rich Correll[image: External link]

	Dana DeVally Piazza

	John Fortenberry[image: External link]

	Leonard R. Garner, Jr.[image: External link]

	Ellen Gittelsohn[image: External link]

	Gordon Hunt[image: External link]

	Casey Johnson

	Gil Junger[image: External link]

	Kim Rozenfeld

	Michael Lembeck[image: External link]

	Gail Mancuso[image: External link]

	Brian K. Roberts[image: External link]

	Wil Shriner[image: External link]

	Andrew Susskind[image: External link]

	Rocco Urbisci

	Ted Wass[image: External link]

	Marjorie Weitzman

	James Widdoes[image: External link]

	David E. Windsor
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 Writers





	Kevin Abbott

	Donald R. Beck

	Paige Bernhardt

	Pat Bullard[image: External link]

	Vince Calandra[image: External link]

	Stevie Ray Fromstein

	Mark Ganzel

	Danny Jacobson

	Liz Sagal[image: External link]

	Kenny Schwartz

	Barry Wernick

	Rick Wiener[image: External link]
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 Episodes




Main article: List of Two Guys and a Girl episodes[image: External link]




	Season
	Episodes
	Originally aired



	Season premiere[image: External link]
	Season finale[image: External link]



	
	1[image: External link]
	13
	March 10, 1998
	July 22, 1998



	
	2[image: External link]
	22
	September 23, 1998
	May 26, 1999



	
	3
	24
	September 22, 1999
	April 26, 2000



	
	4[image: External link]
	22
	October 6, 2000
	May 16, 2001
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 DVD release




On June 28, 2016, Shout! Factory[image: External link] released Two Guys and A Girl: The Complete Series on DVD in Region 1 for the first time.[10] The 11-disc set features all 81 episodes of the series, as well as the series' alternate finale.

On June 24, 2013, Revelation Films[image: External link] released all four seasons on DVD in the UK (Region 2).[11][12][13][14]



	DVD name
	Ep#
	Release dates



	Region 1
	Region 2
	Region 4



	The Complete Season One
	13
	N/A
	April 23, 2012
	N/A



	The Complete Season Two
	22
	N/A
	August 27, 2012
	N/A



	The Complete Season Three
	24
	N/A
	November 5, 2012
	N/A



	The Complete Season Four
	22
	N/A
	February 11, 2013
	N/A



	The Complete Series
	81
	June 28, 2016
	June 24, 2013
	N/A
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 Syndication




After being canceled by ABC, the series re-aired in syndication on WE: Women's Entertainment[image: External link] in the United States. In 2010/2011, the showed aired on 5*[image: External link] in the UK. In 2011 it aired on the ETC[image: External link] cable channel in the Philippines, and TVtropolis[image: External link] in Canada. It aired on Norwegian[image: External link] TV 2[image: External link] as Pizzagjengen. In 2012, it was being shown in Mexico through Latin America Comedy Central[image: External link] and in India through Comedy Central (India).
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YTV (TV channel)






This article is about the Canadian TV channel. For the British channel, see ITV Yorkshire[image: External link]. For the ABC affiliate, see WYTV[image: External link]. For other uses, see YTV[image: External link].

Not to be confused with KYTV (disambiguation)[image: External link].

YTV is a Canadian[image: External link] English-language Category A[image: External link] cable[image: External link] and satellite television[image: External link] specialty channel[image: External link] that is owned by Corus Entertainment[image: External link]. Its programming[image: External link] consists of original live-action and animated television series[image: External link], movies[image: External link], and third-party programming from the U.S. cable channel Nickelodeon[image: External link] and other distributors. YTV operates two time-shifted feeds, running on both Eastern[image: External link] and Pacific[image: External link] Time Zone schedules. It is available in over 11 million Canadian households as of 2013.[1]

The "YTV" moniker was originally thought by some viewers to be an abbreviation for " Youth[image: External link] Television"; however, the channel's website has denied this,[2] despite the fact that the network originally branded itself as a youth network at launch.





TOP
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 History




The channel was licensed by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC) in 1987.[3] Launched on September 1, 1988, at 7 PM EST with a preview special by John Candy[image: External link], YTV was the successor to two prior special programming services operated by various Ontario[image: External link] cable companies beginning in the late 1970s. The two largest shareholders in YTV were two cable companies, Rogers Cable[image: External link] and CUC Broadcasting[image: External link], which was later acquired by Shaw Communications[image: External link]. By 1995, through various acquisitions and trades, Shaw had secured full control of YTV; it was spun off as part of Corus Entertainment[image: External link] in 1999. The channel continues to be owned by YTV Canada (used for YTV and its sister network Treehouse TV[image: External link]), now wholly owned by Corus Entertainment under its Corus Kids division.[4]

In 1998, YTV began to use a Nickelodeon-style "gross-out" factor in its branding, with much less slime, and began using the slogan "Keep It Weird". Over the years, YTV used a number of different on-air logos, featuring the same arrangement of white letters on various bizarre and imaginative creatures. The logo used on production credits, and presumably the "official" logo, features this arrangement on a red screen of a stylized purple television set. The channel's advertisements often focused on promoting the brand through crude humour.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Two Corus specialty channel applications for YTV extensions, YTV POW!, an internationally sourced kids' action, adventure and superhero genre, and YTV OneWorld, targeting children from age 6 to 17 with travel, humour, games and STEM[image: External link], were approved on September 18, 2008.[5] The YTV Oneworld license was used to launch Nickelodeon Canada[image: External link].[6]

In the fall of 2005, a new post-6:00 p.m. advertising style was developed for older audiences, which used a much simpler logo and sleeker packaging with barely any gross-out tactics. In the spring of 2006, the simple logo first appeared on YTV's promos and even appeared on credits of newer original programming. In 2007, this look was adopted for the entire channel. In September 2009, the logo was changed slightly: it featured new colours, and the background was simplified. Variations to the bumpers[image: External link] were reduced. Instead, there are large, opaque digital on-screen graphics[image: External link] telling viewers which programs are coming next, and promotions of the programs. In September 2012, the logo was changed aesthetically.

In 2013, after Corus Entertainment completed their acquisition of the TELETOON Canada Inc.[image: External link] networks, YTV began airing reruns of select Teletoon programming, including original and acquired series. In turn, the channel's anime series, such as Pokemon[image: External link] and the Yu-Gi-Oh![image: External link] franchise, along with both the second season of Oh No! It's An Alien Invasion[image: External link] and Power Rangers[image: External link], began airing on Teletoon.

On October 6, 2014, the channel underwent a brand refresh, with new graphics and bumps created by Eloisa Iturbe Studio. In addition, the channel updated its logo by having it face upwards to the left instead of directly to the audience.[7]
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 Programs of note
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 British sitcoms




In its early years, YTV filled its schedule with relatively old and obscure acquired programs. British sitcoms were used to fill prime-time slots, and remained on the channel's late-night schedule for well over a decade, including the North American premiere of Red Dwarf[image: External link] and the improv[image: External link] series Whose Line is it Anyway?[image: External link].

Programs such as Are You Being Served?[image: External link], Keeping Up Appearances[image: External link], and Yes Minister[image: External link] were broadcast in late-night time slots, and aired free of time and content edits. However, in 2003 when YTV began marketing its late night hours towards older youth viewers, it decided to remove the remaining shows from the schedule.
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 Power Rangers




In 1993, YTV obtained the Canadian broadcast rights to the action-adventure series Mighty Morphin Power Rangers[image: External link], which aired weekday afternoons and Saturday mornings on the channel, trailing the American broadcast by several months. However, complaints were sent to the Canadian Broadcast Standards Council[image: External link] about the violent content, and YTV was pressured to remove the series from its lineup. Although not a member of the CBSC board, YTV complied and pulled the series before the end of its first season. While a phone-in poll was conducted to see if viewers wanted Mighty Morphin Power Rangers back on YTV, no further installments of the Power Rangers series aired on the channel.

Though commercials for Power Rangers toys and videos were shown on YTV, Fox[image: External link] became the only broadcasters of the series in Canada. Later versions of the series ran briefly on Family[image: External link] from 2003 to 2010. Through its program distribution agreement with Nickelodeon U.S., the Power Rangers franchise began airing on YTV sister channel Nickelodeon Canada[image: External link] with the debut of Power Rangers: Samurai[image: External link]; that series later began airing on YTV on May 7, 2011, effectively bringing the franchise back to the channel that had previously barred it.

In fall 2014, following both Corus Entertainment's full acquisition of the TELETOON Canada Inc. networks and YTV's addition of select Teletoon programming, the Power Rangers franchise, along with both YTV's remaining anime programming[image: External link] and Oh No! It's an Alien Invasion![image: External link] beginning with its 2nd season, moved to Teletoon[image: External link], starting with new episodes of Power Rangers Super Megaforce[image: External link].
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 Buffy the Vampire Slayer




In 1997, YTV premiered the TV series Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link] one week before it began airing concurrently in the United States on The WB[image: External link]. The mature subject matter of the series catered to an older audience, but YTV aired the series both uncut and in its entirety, and often in the late afternoon. It became one of the highest-rated programs on the channel[citation needed[image: External link]]. One parental complaint was mockingly read on-air by former "The Zone[image: External link]" host Paul McGuire[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

YTV's broadcast continued even after Buffy the Vampire Slayer moved to UPN[image: External link] in the United States, not only making the U.S. broadcast more widely available in Canada, but also gradually leading to a notable increase in violent and sexual content. For its entire run, Buffy the Vampire Slayer aired before the Canadian watershed[image: External link] of 9:00 p.m. EST. The only exception was the season six episode "Seeing Red[image: External link]", which premiered at 9:00 p.m. EST in 2002 due to extreme content.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Farscape




In 1999, YTV broadcast the North American debut of the Farscape[image: External link] sci-fi[image: External link] series, but in 2000 it did not acquire the rights to the show's second season and skipped the cliffhanger finale to the first season.
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 Anime




See also: Bionix[image: External link]


YTV hosted the North American broadcast premiere of Sailor Moon[image: External link] in August 1995. The final 17 episodes of Sailor Moon R[image: External link] were dubbed specifically for the Canadian market. Series such as Dragon Ball[image: External link] and Pokemon[image: External link] were broadcast on the channel in following years. In 2000, YTV broadcast Gundam Wing[image: External link], airing an edited version of the series at 11:30 p.m. ET on weeknights.

In late 2003, InuYasha[image: External link] premiered on the network. Its popularity with teen viewers brought about the creation in 2004 of the Bionix[image: External link] block,[citation needed[image: External link]] which aired on Friday nights and included Gundam SEED[image: External link]. YTV aired Ghost in the Shell: Stand Alone Complex[image: External link] at midnight because of its adult content; it did not air the "Jungle Cruise" episode.

On September 29, 2006, YTV Canada Inc. announced it had applied to the CRTC[image: External link] for permission to launch a Category 2 English-language specialty channel called The Anime Channel. The proposal included minimum 85% animated and related programming and maximum 15% information-based programming, targeted at adults over the age of 18. A meeting with the CRTC was held on November 14, 2006. On January 30, 2007, CRTC approved the application for the licence to run until August 31, 2013.[8] The licence allowed the channel to allocate not less than 65% of the broadcast year to anime programs, not more than 35% of the broadcast year to anime-related programs, not less than 85% of the broadcast year to programming from categories 7(d; theatrical feature films aired on TV), 7(e; animated television programs and films) and 7(g; other drama), with no more than 15% of the broadcast year dedicated to information-based programs. Corus Entertainment failed to launch this channel within the required 36-month period and did not apply for an extension.

Between the end of "Limbo" and the beginning of "Bionix", YTV launched the Anime Master forum. The Anime Master character is portrayed as a red-suited masked ninja[image: External link], dubbed in the voice of YTV's robotic mascot, Snit[image: External link], and has made a few guest appearances in "The Zone[image: External link]" and " Vortex[image: External link]" segments. Live-action show hosts have also done interviews in Anime North[image: External link], most of the guests being voice actors for popular animated shows on the channel. The interviews were shown in the live action segments between programmes (called Animinutes), or as a separate block. In 2009, YTV moved the Bionix block from Friday to Saturday nights, cutting down the length and number of anime series on the block significantly. On February 7, 2010, the Bionix block ended.

For more than four years after that, YTV's anime programming targeted only younger audiences.

On September 2, 2014, following both Corus Entertainment's full acquisition of the TELETOON Canada Inc. networks and YTV's addition of select Teletoon programming, the channel's remaining anime programming (along with both the Power Rangers[image: External link] franchise and Oh No! It's an Alien Invasion![image: External link]) moved to Teletoon.
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 Programming




Main article: List of programs broadcast by YTV[image: External link]


YTV's schedule primarily features children's and teen-oriented programming, with target audiences ranging from children to young adults. At the upper end of this range are repeats of dramas[image: External link] such as Smallville[image: External link]. It aired a significant number of British sitcoms[image: External link] in late night, My Family[image: External link] for example, but these have been dropped. It was the first channel to air the first completely computer-animated series ReBoot[image: External link], and it broadcast the North American[image: External link] premiere of Sailor Moon[image: External link]. While some of its shows are targeted at a younger audience, others are intended for older teenagers, with some of the shows dealing with mature content and adult themes.

While it produces or commissions a substantial portion of its programming, YTV also acquires and airs most of the original series broadcast by the similar American[image: External link] service Nickelodeon[image: External link], which was not available in Canada until Corus launched a domestic version of the channel on November 2, 2009. Because of strong contractual ties, YTV has exclusive access to all Nickelodeon animated titles, and to date has aired every one of these programs.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, rights to some Nickelodeon live-action series were given to Family Channel[image: External link] from the 1990s to the mid-2000s. YTV also airs some programs and movies from The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], as Corus Entertainment began an agreement with the company in 2015 by launching a Canadian version of Disney Channel[image: External link].
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 Programming blocks




Since the channel was launched, YTV has divided its programming into distinct blocks for a variety of reasons. An unnamed programming block which later became "The Treehouse[image: External link]", and "The Afterschool Zone", now known as "The Zone[image: External link]", were the first two blocks established in the channel's early years. This was done primarily to comply with CRTC[image: External link] restrictions on advertising in children's programming: popular imported programming would run a few minutes short because fewer ads are permitted in Canada than in the U.S.[citation needed[image: External link]]. Instead of filling the time with public service announcements[image: External link] or other filler material, the several minutes between programs were devoted to interaction between live-action hosts.

Other blocks, such as "Limbo" and " Bionix[image: External link]", have been created for the specific purpose of designating programming intended for older or specific audiences. Since there are no corresponding restrictions on advertising, these blocks are unhosted.
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 Current programming blocks





	
The Zone[image: External link] - airing weekday afternoons from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. EST/PST, The Zone is the channel's flagship programming block featuring a mix of animated and live-action series; hosted by Carlos Bustamante, Lisa Gilroy, Meisha Watson, Jesse Beam & Mark "Suki" Suknanan

	
The Zone Weekend[image: External link] - a weekend morning version of The Zone hosted by Mark "Suki" Suknanan; airing from 7:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. EST/PST.

	
Big Fun Movies - a movie block featuring three (and sometimes four or one on Friday and Saturday) films running back-to-back, airing on Friday nights at 8:00 p.m. EST/PST, Saturday nights at 8:00 p.m. EST/PST, and Sunday afternoons at 2:00 p.m. EST/PST. It is hosted by Carlos Bustamante.
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 Seasonal programming blocks





	
Mucho Marcho - This block airs movies every March.

	
Fang-Tastic - This block airs Halloween specials and movies every October.

	
Merry 6mas - This block airs holiday specials and movies all December long every night at 6:00 p.m. EST/PST.
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 Former programming blocks





	
The Treehouse[image: External link] - This block was a daily programming block aimed at preschoolers; it was hosted by PJ Todd, PJ Krista, and Jennifer Racicot (PJ Katie), and featured puppets known as The Fuzzpaws[image: External link]. "The Treehouse" aired many shows such as Wishbone[image: External link], Bananas in Pyjamas[image: External link], Once Upon a Hamster[image: External link], The Big Comfy Couch[image: External link], Dudley the Dragon[image: External link], Fraggle Rock[image: External link], and PJ Katie's Farm[image: External link]. This segment originally did not have a specific name, and ran from 10:00 a.m. EST until switching over to "The Afterschool Zone". The original hosts were Jenn Beech and Shandra. Gord Woolvett acted as a substitute PJ for both this block and "The Afterschool Zone". "The Treehouse" block has since been spun off into its own specialty channel, Treehouse TV[image: External link], which was licensed in 1996 by the Canadian Radio-television and Telecommunications Commission[image: External link] (CRTC)[9] and launched on November 1, 1997.

	
The Alley - The Alley was the original weekend morning programming block, which was hosted by the existing PJs from the weekday segments, along with the Grogs[image: External link].

	
YTV News - This series was a half-hour news program aimed at children; it aired on Sundays, Mondays, and Tuesdays, and was advertised as being the only national, youth-oriented television newsmagazine.[citation needed[image: External link]] YTV News was hosted by Janis Mackey[image: External link], Marret Green, Exan, Honey Khan, Cory Atkins, Mark McAllister, and Wilf Dinnick, who covered many stories from Canadian elections to world issues. Viewers of YTV News were encouraged to create their own news editorials about themselves and send them in to be broadcast. YTV News shared facilities with CTV News[image: External link], and was briefly rebroadcast on CTV on weekend mornings, albeit with the title Wuz Up.

	
The Breakfast Zone - "The Breakfast Zone" (or "B-Zone") aired in a morning time slot. Originally hosted by Jenn Beech and Paul McGuire, with Aashna Patel soon replacing Beech, the block was intended as a morning version of "The Zone", but functioned more as a long-running single program than an actual block. Programs started at much more arbitrary times as the banter between the live-action hosts became more of a central focus than mere filler material. The block was later rebranded as the "B-Zone", hosted by Taylor, and then rebranded again under the same name, instead hosted by PJ Katie (Jennifer Racicot) and Zeke, a curious creature from outer space (performed by puppeteer Todd Doldersun).

	
The Vault - This Saturday night block launched in 1997 with YTV's push towards an older demographic. The Vault was aimed towards teens with its visual aesthetic, which played heavily on metal, machinery, shock imagery, and electronics. Programming on the block included ReBoot[image: External link], Beasties[image: External link], Deepwater Black[image: External link], and Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link].

	
YTV Shift - This primetime[image: External link] block aired many of YTV's most popular shows. Some of the programming on YTV Shift included ReBoot[image: External link], Are You Afraid of the Dark?[image: External link], Beasties[image: External link], and Goosebumps[image: External link]. Shift was hosted by Aashna Patel and Paul McGuire. It was dropped in favour of extending "The Zone" by one hour.

	
Brainwash - A weekend programming block that aired on Saturday and Sunday mornings. It was hosted by Carrie (musician and puppeteer Ali Eisner) and Ed (Shaun Majumder[image: External link]) from a colourful set featuring pipes and video screens. Majumder left the show in 1997 and was replaced by Peter Oldering. The concept was created and originally produced by Kim J. Saltarski and Atul N. Rao, later produced by Karen Young. Brainwash had many slogans such as "Put a spin on your reality", "Headaches are an excellent source of iron", and "YTV's laundromat of choice". The theme was a play on the name using bubbles, washing machines, and brain visuals. Brainwash was similar to "The Zone", but was much longer. It featured programs such as Bump in the Night[image: External link], Astro Boy[image: External link], Sailor Moon[image: External link], and The Pink Panther[image: External link]. Brainwash was eventually replaced with Snit Station.

	
Cartoon Typhoon - Used as a Saturday morning cartoon block before Snit Station launched, 1998's "Cartoon Typhoon" didn't have much to go upon in host or branding. However, its programming included such shows like Pokemon[image: External link], Tiny Toon Adventures[image: External link], and Animaniacs[image: External link].

	
Spine-Chilling Saturday Nights - A Saturday night block revolving around YTV's darker shows, this 1998 block served as the prototype towards "The Dark Corner". Despite no branding or host, the block is fondly remembered for YTV's advertising for it, lyrically done in a "doo-whop" style. Programming consisted of Goosebumps[image: External link], Are You Afraid of the Dark?[image: External link] and Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link].

	
Whiplash Wednesdays - Used during Wednesdays following The Zone, this block focused on superhero and action shows. Its branding focused on strange warrior characters getting titular whiplash from kicks, chops, and punches, even stubbing toes on a metal monitor. Programming for "Whiplash Wednesdays" included Shadow Raiders[image: External link] and the first season of Farscape[image: External link] before YTV chose not to renew rights for the show in 2000.

	
Snit Station - "Snit Station" replaced "Brainwash" in the weekend morning slot and was hosted by Stephanie Broschart and YTV's robotic mascot, Snit. "Snit Station" programming included Animaniacs[image: External link], The Jetsons[image: External link], The Flintstones[image: External link], Garfield[image: External link], and Huckleberry Hound[image: External link]. When Snit later left "Snit Station", this block became known as the "Vortex" block. Snit Station was produced by Christine McGlade[image: External link].

	
Limbo - "Limbo" was YTV's first block for teenagers and featured programming such as Daria[image: External link], Stressed Eric[image: External link], Home Movies[image: External link], Lucy Sullivan is Getting Married[image: External link] and Downtown[image: External link]. Limbo originally aired from 8:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m. EST, but was eventually pushed back to 1:00 a.m. to 5:00 a.m. EST before being cancelled.

	
The Dark Corner - A programming block that aired on Saturday evenings, "The Dark Corner" featured many of YTV's darker shows, such as Goosebumps[image: External link], Are You Afraid of the Dark?[image: External link], Freaky Stories[image: External link], and Buffy the Vampire Slayer[image: External link].

	
YTV Jr.[image: External link] - "YTV Jr." boasted more than 40 hours of commercial-free programming per week and was aimed at preschoolers. "YTV Jr.'s" programming included Rupert[image: External link] and Nanalan'[image: External link]. This programming block later became obsolete as Treehouse TV[image: External link], YTV's dedicated children's channel and sister network, which has become widely available; it has since been replaced by a new block, YTV PlayTime.

	
Vortex - "Vortex" aired on YTV from 2001 to June 24, 2006. It was hosted by Stephanie Broschart, who left in 2003 and was replaced by Paula Lemyre. Unlike its predecessors, "Vortex" was exclusive to Saturday mornings; the block was based mainly around action-themed cartoons. It ended on June 24, 2006, upon Lemyre's departure from YTV, and was temporarily replaced by "The Zone Summer Weekends", a weekend edition of The Zone hosted by Stephanie "Sugar" Beard[image: External link] and Carlos Bustamente[image: External link]; however, the shows remained the same until Crunch was launched in September 2006, then ended in September 2013. The block was produced by Christine McGlade.

	
Bionix[image: External link] - This block was YTV's action programming and anime[image: External link] block airing from September 10, 2004[image: External link]-February 7, 2010[image: External link]. The block aired on Sundays from 12:00 a.m. to 2:00 a.m. EST from September 2009[image: External link] until the block's demise. Bionix originally aired on Friday nights, and later on Saturday nights, and was a main source for anime programming on YTV.

	
3 Hairy Thumbs Up - 3 Hairy Thumbs Up was YTV's movie block until 2006 when the channel rebranded, to which upon abandoning the "Keep It Weird!" campaign, the block remained unnamed for a while until Big Fun Movies replaced it.

	
ZAPX Movies - ZAPX, launched in 2005, was a movie block that followed after 3 Hairy Thumbs Up on Sundays (formerly Saturdays) and was hosted by Simon Mohos. In 2009, it became a mainstay for film news and films on the station. The block was discontinued in 2011, when YTV launched a new weekend movie block called Big Fun Movies.

	
Big Fun Weeknights - a primetime block airing weeknights from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. EST/PST, featuring live-action comedy series from YTV and Nickelodeon.

	
CRUNCH[image: External link] - CRUNCH was a Saturday morning programming block dedicated to animation on YTV, launched in 2006 and ending in 2013. It was hosted by Ajay Fry[image: External link] and later Andy Chapman before its end in 2013.

	
YTV PlayTime - YTV Playtime aired during school time (weekdays 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. EST/PST) and was aimed at preschoolers; it consisted of animated series. Unlike YTV's other blocks, YTV Playtime was broadcast commercial-free, except ads for its own shows.

	
Famalama DingDong - a four-day block with the main Teletoon network[image: External link] and Disney Channel[image: External link] (other Corus Kids channels aired different blocks) beginning on February 12, 2016. Programming from YTV included movies and new episodes of popular YTV shows. YTV was the first of the three channels to air the special and the last channel to air it on February 15, 2016, after Teletoon.
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 Program jockeys




Prior to the mid-1990s, YTV called their program jockeys "PJs" in the same vein as disc jockey[image: External link] (DJ) or video jockey[image: External link] (VJ). Current hosts of these segments have since dropped the moniker as of the mid-1990s.
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 Current program jockeys





	Carlos Bustamante sometimes hosts "The Zone[image: External link]" and Big Fun Movies. Mark "suki" Suknanan hosts the "Zone Weekend" and sometimes "The Zone". Lisa Gilroy and Victor Verbitsky both sometimes co-host "The Zone".
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 Past program jockeys






	Stephanie "Sugar" Beard[image: External link]

	Elizabeth Becker

	
Jenn Beech[image: External link], also known as PJ Jenn

	Stephanie Broschart

	Andy Chapman

	Rachael Crawford[image: External link]

	Laura DaSilva

	Ali Eisner

	
Janis Mackey Frayer[image: External link], also known as PJ "Jazzy" Jan

	
The Grogs[image: External link], puppeteers Jamie Shannon and Jason Hopley

	
Phil Guerrero, also known as PJ "Fresh" Phil

	Laurie Gelman[image: External link]

	Daryn Jones[image: External link]

	
Pat Kelly[image: External link], also known as Random Pat

	PJ Krista

	
Paul McGuire[image: External link], also known as PJ Paul

	Simon Mohos[10]


	Ajay Fry

	Paula Lemyre

	
Shaun Majumder[image: External link] (Ed Brainbin)

	Aashna Patel, also known as PJ Aashna

	Joyce Quansah

	
Jennifer Katie Racicot, also known as PJ Katie

	Michael Quast, also known as Michael Q

	
Anand Rajaram[image: External link], who voiced Snit

	Atul N. Rao, the puppeteer of the original Snit

	PJ Rob

	Shandra, also known as PJ "Rockin" Shan

	Marty Stelnick, puppeteer

	Taylor (Phil McCordic)

	PJ Todd

	
Gordon Michael Woolvett[image: External link], also known as Gord the PJ Man

	Russell Zeid

	Honey Khan

	Cory Atkins[image: External link]

	Exan AuYOung

	Mark McAllister[image: External link]

	Wilf Dinnick

	Tarzan Dan

	Shauna MacDonald[image: External link]

	Adrian Pryce
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 Related services
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 Current
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 YTV HD




On January 11, 2011, Corus Entertainment launched a high-definition[image: External link] feed called "YTV HD", which simulcasts the East Coast standard definition[image: External link] feed.[11] The channel broadcasts in the 1080i[image: External link] picture format and is available through all major service providers.
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 YTV GO




YTV Go is a mobile app available on the App Store and Google Play Store. It is available for all subscribed customers of Access Communications[image: External link], Bell TV[image: External link], Cogeco[image: External link], Shaw Cable[image: External link], Shaw Direct[image: External link], Telus[image: External link], and VMedia[image: External link]. It offers episodes of YTV's popular shows.
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 YTV On Demand




YTV On Demand is a VOD service of YTV. It offers episodes of YTV's popular shows.
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 Treehouse




Main article: Treehouse TV[image: External link]


Treehouse is a Category A[image: External link] cable and satellite specialty channel[image: External link] which airs programming targeted to preschoolers. It launched on November 1, 1997.[12] The channel's name is taken from YTV's now-defunct children's programming block, The Treehouse. Treehouse is carried nationwide throughout Canada and it broadcasts its programming without commercial interruption.
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 Nickelodeon




Main article: Nickelodeon (Canada)[image: External link]


Nickelodeon is a Category B[image: External link] cable and satellite specialty channel that was launched on November 2, 2009, and is based on the U.S. cable channel Nickelodeon[image: External link]. Like its counterparts in the U.S. and elsewhere, Nickelodeon airs programs aimed at children, including live-action series and animation. Unlike YTV, Nickelodeon operates on an Eastern[image: External link] Time Zone schedule.
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 Former
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 Bionix On Demand




In 2008, Corus Entertainment began offering a video-on-demand service called "Bionix On Demand" to cable providers. Rogers Cable[image: External link] and Shaw Cable[image: External link] were the only providers to offer the service. The service offered older and newer anime programs that did not air on YTV itself. The video-on-demand service was previously titled "YTV Anime On Demand". Bionix On Demand was discontinued on December 17, 2009, and was replaced by YTV On Demand.[13]
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 Related businesses





	
Whoa! magazine, YTV's official magazine, began publication in 1999 by Creative House, a joint venture between the channel, Today's Parent Group[image: External link] and Paton Publishing[image: External link].[14] It was distributed through Pizza Hut[image: External link], YTV events, Chapters and Indigo bookstores, Canadian newsstands, and subscriptions.[15] Three issues were released in its first year, followed by four in 2000 before the magazine officially became a quarterly (spring, summer, fall, and winter) in 2001.[14][16] The magazine celebrated its fifth anniversary with a spring collector's issue in 2004.[17] In 2007, the magazine became available as an e-zine[image: External link] on YTV.com.[18] Building on that, in 2008 two additional issues (six for the year) were published as online exclusives.[19] In 2009, YTV ended its association with the magazine.[20] Patton relaunched Whoa! as a magazine/blogging platform without the YTV branding that same year, before ceasing publication in 2011 and shutting the site down in 2012.[20][21]


	
Big Fun Party Mix is a series of compilation cassettes/CDs containing songs from various tween approved artists, as well as tracks featured in YTV's Hit List[image: External link] and The Next Star[image: External link], plus performances by the channel's Nuclear Donkey house band. Universal Music Canada[image: External link] published 11 entries between 2000 and 2009.[22][23]


	
Yabber.net was a moderated online chatroom[image: External link] operated between 2001 and 2004. The site hosted live chats between viewers and celebrities, voice actors, YTV hosts, and staff. Upon its closure, YTV.com absorbed some of its functionality.[24][25]


	
YTV Spills was a follow-up quarterly magazine to Whoa! produced in association with The Magazine[image: External link] between 2010 and 2012.[26][27]


	
YTV Direct is a YouTube[image: External link] channel featuring various productions by Nelvana[image: External link], another division of Corus Entertainment[image: External link], along with past Nickelodeon series, channel promos and YTV originals.[28] It launched in 2015 under the name Nelvana Retro.[29]
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 International distribution





	
Jamaica[image: External link] - distributed on Flow Cable systems.[30]


	
Bahamas[image: External link] - distributed on Cable Bahamas systems.[31]


	
United States[image: External link] - distributed on Cable One[image: External link] and Suddenlink[image: External link] systems, even on online streaming systems like PlayStation Vue[image: External link], Hulu with Live TV[image: External link], Youtube TV[image: External link] and FuboTV[image: External link].

	
Puerto Rico[image: External link] - distributed on Claro[image: External link] systems.
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Hillside (TV series)






Hillside (known as Fifteen in the United States) is a Canadian-American teen drama[image: External link] that aired on YTV in Canada from 1991 to 1993. Created and produced by John T. Binkley, the series was Nickelodeon[image: External link]'s only teenage soap opera[image: External link]. The show was shot on videotape, similar to most daytime dramas[image: External link].

The series was first conceived as Fifteen in an improvised form for The Disney Channel[image: External link], where a 13-episode pilot series was produced and tested in the U.S. After Disney decided not to proceed with the project, Nickelodeon and Canadian partners joined Binkley in producing the series which was known in its first and second seasons as Hillside in Canada, and throughout the 65-episode run as Fifteen in the U.S. The show was subsequently syndicated around the world, with runs in Germany and Israel, among others.

The series features a large ensemble cast[image: External link] which underwent several changes over the show's four-season run. Notable cast members include Laura Harris[image: External link], Enuka Okuma[image: External link], and Ryan Reynolds.



TOP
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 Plot




Hillside followed the students of fictional Hillside School and dealt with a variety of issues including dating[image: External link], divorce[image: External link], alcohol abuse[image: External link], and friendship. The show played heavily into stereotypes[image: External link], including two characters named Dylan and Chris, who wore leather jackets to show off their toughness, but which could not completely disguise their inner selves.
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 Cast





	
Laura Harris[image: External link] – Ashley Frasier

	
Todd Talbot[image: External link] – Matt Walker

	Ken Angel – Jake Deosdade (Seasons 1 & 3)

	Janine Cox – Theresa Morgan (Season 1)

	
Enuka Okuma[image: External link] – Kelly (Season 1)

	Robyn Ross – Brooke Morgan (Seasons 1–3)

	
Ryan Reynolds – Billy Simpson

	
Chris William Martin[image: External link] – Dylan Blackwell

	Sarah Douglas – Courtney Simpson (Seasons 1–3)

	Roxanne Alexander – Roxanne Lee (Seasons 2–4)

	Jason Angel - Jason Locke (Season 4)

	Andrew Baskin – Chris McDonald (Seasons 2–4)

	
Pepper Binkley[image: External link] – Pepper O'Brien (Season 4)

	Allie [Allison] Bloom – Jennifer Locke (Season 4)

	Ahnee Boyce - Cyndi (Season 1)

	John Boyd - John DiMarco (Seasons 2 & 3)

	Micah Cox – Micah (Season 4)

	Russell Dayvault – Russ Talbot (Season 4)

	Erin Donovan – Brittany Nichols (Season 4)

	James Greye – Richard (Season 3)

	Erin Inglis – Erin Walker (Seasons 2–3)

	Minna Koch – Lea (Season 2)

	Claire Langlois – Amanda Morgan (Season 2)

	Aubrey Nealon – Olaf (Season 1)

	Elizabeth Ortiz – Liz (Season 4)

	Loyal Pyczynski – Loyal (Season 4)

	Rekha Shah – Janice (Season 2)

	Lisa Warner – Stacy Collins (Seasons 2–4)

	David Wight – David O'Brien (Seasons 2–4)

	Arseman Yohannes – Arseman Harrell (Seasons 2–4)
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 Episodes






	Season
	Ep. #
	First Airdate
	Last Airdate



	Season 1
	13
	February 3, 1991
	April 28, 1991



	Season 2
	13
	August 4, 1991
	October 27, 1991



	Season 3
	13
	February 2, 1992
	April 26, 1992



	Season 4
	26
	November 1, 1992
	April 25, 1993




The entire first season is available for download from iTunes.
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 Production notes




The series' head writer for all 65 episodes was Ian Weir, who wrote all but five episodes. Its director was Michael Berry.

The first season of the show was filmed in Vancouver, British Columbia[image: External link], the second season was recorded at the studios of CJOH-TV[image: External link] in Ottawa, Ontario[image: External link], and the third and fourth seasons were videotaped at Nickelodeon Studios[image: External link] at Universal Studios[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link].
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Result
	Category
	Recipient



	1993
	Young Artist Awards[image: External link]
	Nominated
	Best Young Actor Co-starring in a Cable Series
	Ryan Reynolds



	Best Young Actor Starring in a Cable Series
	Chris William Martin[image: External link]



	Best Young Actress Co-starring in a Cable Series
	Arseman Yohannes



	Best Young Actress Starring in a Cable Series
	Laura Harris[image: External link]



	Best Young Actress Starring in a Cable Series
	Robyn Ross
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Fifteen[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database


	
Fifteen[image: External link] at TV.com[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	1990s American television series[image: External link]

	1990s American animated television series[image: External link]

	1990s Canadian television series[image: External link]

	1990s Nickelodeon shows[image: External link]

	1991 American television series debuts[image: External link]

	1993 American television series endings[image: External link]

	1991 Canadian television series debuts[image: External link]

	1993 Canadian television series endings[image: External link]

	American television soap operas[image: External link]

	Canadian television soap operas[image: External link]

	High school television series[image: External link]

	English-language television programming[image: External link]

	Teen dramas[image: External link]

	Television series produced in Vancouver[image: External link]
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, an American publisher of comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] acquired Marvel Entertainment[image: External link], Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications[image: External link], and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics[image: External link]. Marvel's modern incarnation dates from 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee[image: External link], Jack Kirby[image: External link], Steve Ditko[image: External link], and many others.

Marvel counts among its characters[image: External link] such well-known superheroes as Captain America[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Storm[image: External link] , Doctor Strange[image: External link], Thing[image: External link] , Spider-Man[image: External link], Human Torch[image: External link] ,Deadpool, Wolverine[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Cyclops[image: External link], and Ant-Man[image: External link], such teams as the Avengers[image: External link], the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and the X-Men[image: External link], and antagonists such as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Red Skull[image: External link], Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos[image: External link], Ultron[image: External link], Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Venom[image: External link], MODOK[image: External link] and Loki[image: External link].Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities. Characters such as Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four, the Avengers, Daredevil, and Doctor Strange are based in New York City,[1][2] whereas the X-Men have historically been based in Salem Center, New York[image: External link][3][4][5] and Hulk's stories often have been set in the Southwestern United States[image: External link].[6]



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History
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 Timely Publications




Main article: Timely Comics[image: External link]


Martin Goodman[image: External link] founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[7][8] Martin Goodman, a pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor, and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman officially listed as publisher.[8]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics[image: External link] #1 (cover dated[image: External link] Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] the Human Torch[image: External link], and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[9] among other features.[7] The issue was a great success, with it and a second printing the following month selling, combined, nearly 900,000 copies.[10] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[7] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon[image: External link], teamed with emerging industry's notable artist Jack Kirby[image: External link] to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[11] Captain America[image: External link], in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[10] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[12][13]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon[image: External link] appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer[image: External link], Miss America[image: External link], the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision[image: External link], and the Angel[image: External link]. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[14][15] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring popular characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[16] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[17] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[18] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee[image: External link]"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II[image: External link]. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[13] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[19]
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 Atlas Comics




Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)[image: External link]


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[20] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[21] on comics cover-dated[image: External link] November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[22] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[23]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[24] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (à la Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores[image: External link] and Dick Ayers[image: External link], variously), the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America[image: External link] (writer Stan Lee[image: External link], artist John Romita Sr.[image: External link]). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[25]
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 Comic Code Authority




During this time, the Comic Code Authority[image: External link] made its debut in September 1954, spearheaded by German-American psychiatrist Fredrick Wertham. Wertham published the book Seduction of the Innocent[image: External link] in order to force people to see that comics were impacting American youth. He believed violent comics were causing children to be reckless and were turning them into delinquents. In September 1954, comic book publishers got together to set up their own self-censorship organization—the Comics Magazine Association of America[image: External link]—in order to appease audiences. The next month, the code was published, forcing comic book companies to send their comics to them in order to gain their seal of approval. The stamp on the cover showed audiences that the comics were considered wholesome, entertaining, and educational.[26][27]
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 Marvel Comics




The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated[image: External link] June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[28] Then, in the wake of DC Comics' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern, and other members of the team the Justice League of America[image: External link], Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee[image: External link] revolutionized superhero[image: External link] comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to more older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961),[29] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[30] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something readers could identify with.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby[image: External link]'s Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[31] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[32]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:


In the world of [rival DC Comics'] Superman[image: External link] comic books, communism did not exist. Superman rarely crossed national borders or involved himself in political disputes.[33] From 1962 to 1965, there were more communists [in Marvel Comics] than on the subscription list of Pravda[image: External link]. Communist agents attack Ant-Man in his laboratory, red henchmen jump the Fantastic Four on the moon, and Viet Cong[image: External link] guerrillas take potshots at Iron Man.[34]



All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults, and they successfully gained in a way not seen before. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[35] In 2009 writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[36]

In addition to Spider-Man[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], the X-Men[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Magneto[image: External link], Galactus[image: External link], Loki[image: External link], the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh[image: External link] (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[37]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[21] Late that year he sold Marvel Comics and his other publishing businesses to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], which continued to group them as the subsidiary Magazine Management Company[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[38] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[21]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee[image: External link] to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man[image: External link] story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[39]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher,[40] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[40] for a brief time.[41] During his time as president, he appointed as editor-in-chief Roy Thomas[image: External link], who added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[40]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code achieved moderate to strong success with titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts, (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian[image: External link], Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint. Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[42] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[43]

Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[44] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four[image: External link] panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby[image: External link], the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics.[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46]

In 1978, Jim Shooter[image: External link] became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s run on Daredevil[image: External link] became critical and commercial successes.[48] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[49] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars[image: External link]; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe[image: External link] line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics[image: External link], a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[50] with titles and limited series[image: External link] such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman[image: External link], and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (MEG), was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[51]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[image: External link] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099[image: External link] line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline[image: External link] imprint of superhero[image: External link] comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[52][53] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the fictional Marvel Universe[image: External link]

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] ( X-Men[image: External link]), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] ( Wolverine[image: External link]), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][54] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[55] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[55][56][57][58][58][59][60] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[61] but also integrating the Genesis Universe[image: External link] (Earth-1136) and the Ultraverse[image: External link] (Earth-93060) into Marvel's multiverse[image: External link].

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[62] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][63][64] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[51] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[65]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[66]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[67] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.
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 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] and MEG merged to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises[image: External link].[51] With his business partner Avi Arad[image: External link], publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] helped stabilize the comics line.[68]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link]; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil[image: External link],[69] Inhumans[image: External link] and Black Panther[image: External link].

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints[image: External link], such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures[image: External link] (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe[image: External link] imprint, Ultimate Marvel[image: External link], that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black movie series, starting in 1997, Blade[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men[image: External link] movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man[image: External link], beginning in 2002.[70]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[71] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[72] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[73]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[74]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[75] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics[image: External link], by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[76][77]
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 Disney conglomerate unit (2009–present)




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[78] or $4.2 billion,[79] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[78] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[80] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[81]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen[image: External link] imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[82] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[83]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures[image: External link] imprint in March 2012,[84] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[85] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[86] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW![image: External link], a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[87][88] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[89]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC, a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[90] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[79] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm Limited, LLC[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics[image: External link] would once again be published by Marvel.[91]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars[image: External link]" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link].[92]
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 Officers





	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[93] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[94]


	
Stan Lee[image: External link], executive vice president and publisher (1986)[94]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[94]


	
Jim Shooter[image: External link], vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[94]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[8] – ?

	
Martin Goodman[image: External link], ? – 1972[40]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[40]


	
Stan Lee[image: External link], 1972 – October 1996[40][41][93]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[93]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[93]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[93]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–present[95]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon[image: External link] was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco[image: External link] with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:


In the early '90s, Marvel had so many titles that there were three Executive Editors, each overseeing approximately 1/3 of the line. Bob Budiansky[image: External link] was the third Executive Editor [following the previously appointed Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] and Potts]. We all answered to Editor-in-Chief Tom DeFalco and Publisher Mike Hobson[image: External link]. All three Executive Editors decided not to add our names to the already crowded credits on the Marvel titles. Therefore it wasn't easy for readers to tell which titles were produced by which Executive Editor … In late '94, Marvel reorganized into a number of different publishing divisions, each with its own Editor-in-Chief.[96]



Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].




	

	Editor




	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1940; titular only)[8]


	
Joe Simon[image: External link] (1939–1941)

	
Stan Lee[image: External link] (1941–1942)

	
Vincent Fago[image: External link] (acting editor during Lee's military service) (1942–1945)

	Stan Lee (1945–1972)

	
Roy Thomas[image: External link] (1972–1974)

	
Len Wein[image: External link] (1974–1975)

	
Marv Wolfman[image: External link] ( black-and-white[image: External link] magazines 1974–1975, entire line 1975–1976)

	
Gerry Conway[image: External link] (1976)

	
Archie Goodwin[image: External link] (1976–1978)




	

	Editor-in-chief




	
Jim Shooter[image: External link] (1978–1987)

	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] (1987–1994)

	
No overall; separate group editors-in-chief (1994–1995)

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link], Universe ( Avengers[image: External link] & Cosmic)

	
Bob Harras[image: External link], Mutant[image: External link]


	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], Spider-Man[image: External link]


	
Bobbie Chase[image: External link], Marvel Edge[image: External link]


	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic Comics[image: External link] & general entertainment[96]






	
Bob Harras[image: External link] (1995–2000)

	
Joe Quesada[image: External link] (2000–2011)

	
Axel Alonso[image: External link] (2011–present)
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 Executive Editor




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]?–1976

	Jim Shooter January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[97]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link] 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link] 1987–1994, senior editor 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link] Epic 1989–1994,[96] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link] early '90s – 1994[96]


	Bobbie Chase 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link] 2007–present[98]


	Axel Alonso 2010 – January 2011[99]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1961–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises[image: External link]

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc[image: External link] (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link])
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[8][100] where it originated as Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][100]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[100]


	575 Madison Avenue;[100]


	387 Park Avenue South[100]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][100]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][100]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[101][102]
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 Market share




In August 2016, Marvel held a 30.78% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics' 39.27% share.[103] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[104]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios[image: External link], while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[105] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[106]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[107] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[108]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [109] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder[image: External link] (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[110] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man[image: External link] mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint[image: External link] Marvel Press[image: External link].[111] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[110] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[112]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include multiple series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man and the X-Men. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed[113] its characters for theme-parks and attractions, including at the Universal Orlando Resort[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link], in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers.[114]

Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[115][116] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction[image: External link].[117][118] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[119] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[113] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] from Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link][120][121] as well as Baymax[image: External link] and Hiro[image: External link] from Big Hero 6[image: External link].[122]
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 Imprints





	Disney Kingdoms[79]


	Marvel Comics

	
Marvel Press[image: External link], joint imprint with Disney Books Group[image: External link]


	
Icon Comics[image: External link] (creator owned)

	Infinite Comics[image: External link]
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 Defunct






	Amalgam Comics[image: External link]

	CrossGen[image: External link]

	Curtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine Group

	Marvel Monsters Group





	
Epic Comics[image: External link] (creator owned) (1982–2004)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] (1992–1998)

	Marvel Absurd[image: External link]

	Marvel Age/Adventures[image: External link]

	Marvel Books[image: External link]

	Marvel Edge[image: External link]

	Marvel Knights[image: External link]

	Marvel Illustrated[image: External link]

	Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link]

	Marvel Music[image: External link]

	Marvel Next[image: External link]

	Marvel Noir[image: External link]

	
Marvel UK[image: External link]

	Marvel Frontier





	MAX[image: External link]

	MC2[image: External link]

	New Universe[image: External link]

	
Paramount Comics[image: External link] (co-owned with Viacom[image: External link]'s Paramount Pictures[image: External link])

	Razorline[image: External link]

	Soleil[image: External link]

	Star Comics[image: External link]

	Tsunami[image: External link]

	Ultimate Comics[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of magazines released by Marvel Comics in the 1970s[image: External link]

	Panini Comics[image: External link]

	Soleil Productions[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] or Irwin Donenfeld[image: External link] of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications[image: External link]) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher[image: External link] Martin Goodman[image: External link] (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan[image: External link] partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44

Irwin said he never played golf with Goodman, so the story is untrue. I heard this story more than a couple of times while sitting in the lunchroom at DC's 909 Third Avenue and 75 Rockefeller Plaza office as Sol Harrison[image: External link] and [production chief] Jack Adler[image: External link] were schmoozing with some of us … who worked for DC during our college summers.... [T]he way I heard the story from Sol was that Goodman was playing with one of the heads of Independent News, not DC Comics (though DC owned Independent News). … As the distributor of DC Comics, this man certainly knew all the sales figures and was in the best position to tell this tidbit to Goodman. … Of course, Goodman would want to be playing golf with this fellow and be in his good graces. … Sol worked closely with Independent News' top management over the decades and would have gotten this story straight from the horse's mouth.



Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee[image: External link], to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books[image: External link], 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [ sic[image: External link]] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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Hannibal King






Hannibal King is a fictional character[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. He first appeared as a supporting character in the 1970s comic book[image: External link] The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]. The character is usually depicted as a supernatural detective.
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 Fictional character biography




Hannibal King was born in Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link]. A private detective making a modest living, King was bitten and killed by the vampire[image: External link] Deacon Frost[image: External link] while on a case in London, England. Waking up to find himself one of the undead, King was horrified at what he had become and vowed never to consummate the curse by passing it to another. Thus, King subsisted on blood purchased (or stolen) from blood banks and consuming only corpses or animals. King also prefers not to use his vampiric powers, believing that he gave up a part of himself every time he did so. In spite of his vampirism, King continues to operate as a private detective, but only traveling freely by night.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

As a vampire, he first battles Dracula[image: External link], the Lord of Earth's vampires.[1] While searching for Deacon Frost, King eventually meets Blade[image: External link], the vampire hunter, whose mother had been killed by the same Deacon Frost. Initially distrustful of each other, they nevertheless team up to destroy Frost. In the process, King battles a Blade doppelganger created by Deacon Frost.[2] King and Blade then destroy Deacon Frost himself,[3] and part as eternal friends.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

At the time of these stories it was revealed that King had been a vampire for about five years. While investigating the murder of a friend at the hands of the Darkholders[image: External link], King contacts Doctor Strange[image: External link], the Sorcerer Supreme. Through Strange, King discovers that the Darkhold contains the spell not only for creating vampires but destroying them. Through King, in turn, Strange learns of the apparent return of Dracula. King, with vampire hunters Blade and Frank Drake[image: External link], join Strange in their visit to Castle Mordo[image: External link] where they retrieve the Darkhold. They battle Dracula and the Darkholders, and then use the book to cast the Montesi formula. This spell destroys Dracula and all current vampires then on Earth and prevented any more from being able to exist on Earth. King was not destroyed by the Montesi formula because he had never taken blood from a living human being, but still required Doctor Strange to perform a complete blood transfusion for King to survive, which restored him to human form.[4]

The trio subsequently founds a detective agency initially known simply as King, Drake, and Blade; the private investigations firm is later known as Borderline Investigations. With Doctor Strange, they fight the Darkholders again.[5] King also assists the Defenders[image: External link] on one of their missions. Alongside the Beast[image: External link], Gargoyle[image: External link], Daimon Hellstrom[image: External link], Hellcat[image: External link], Cutlass and Typhoon, and Rufus T. Hackstabber, he helps foil the plans of Minvera Bannister.[6]

Apparently, discord amongst the three friends causes Drake to leave the firm, after which Blade suffers a breakdown after a fight with a once again resurrected Dracula[image: External link]. Dracula's return was a sign of the weakening of the Montesi formula. King is unable to continue operating the agency on his own, as he knows his vampirism is returning. After an examination, Doctor Strange concludes that King, because of his recent reversion, had become a "neo-vampire", a special type of vampire with all the abilities and weaknesses of the vampire, yet merely craving blood despite not needing it to survive.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Strange manipulates the three men into reuniting under the name Nightstalkers[image: External link] to combat the supernatural enemies that were emerging. In their first mission, the Nightstalkers are hired by the demonic Lilith[image: External link] to kill the Daniel Ketch Ghost Rider[image: External link] and John Blaze[image: External link], and battle the Meatmarket.[7] Alongside Ghost Rider, Blaze, Morbius[image: External link], Doctor Strange, and the Darkhold Redeemers, the Nightstalkers battle Lilith and her Lilin.[8] Among the enemies the Nightstalkers fight around this time are The Fallen, HYDRA[image: External link]'s DOA, and Varnae. King and Drake were originally thought by Blade to have been killed in the explosion that destroyed Varnae. King however later shows up in New Orleans, to help Blade fight a resurrected Deacon Frost. King also accepts an assignment from Donna Garth to locate her father, Simon Garth who is also known as the Living Zombie. King tracks Garth to New York where he is assisted by Spider-Man[image: External link] in rescuing Garth from Lilith.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

King later sets up a small shop in San Francisco[image: External link] where a CIA agent enlists his help in stopping a vampire plot to blackmail the Earth with biochemical weapons. During this fight, CIA agent Tatjana Stiles is injured by vampire terrorist leader Navarro; although they defeat Navarro, Stiles's injuries were too painful for her to live with. Knowing the pain would eventually kill her, she begs King to make her like him "if she loves him". King, who had grown attracted to Stiles, reluctantly complies and breaks his years-long vow. Weeks later, King reads a newspaper article about the mysterious death of two Iraqi[image: External link] guards in an overseas search for terrorist weapons. From the description of the deaths, King has no doubt who was responsible. This revelation leads to King becoming dispirited, losing interest in his work and sparking a retreat into depression.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

He comes to assist Blade in London where the latter confronted Draconis, a vampire impervious to all forms of exorcism.[9]

Blade's biological father then offers a way to restore the souls of all vampires, which he admits would have the additional effect of removing all of their weaknesses. The rite is dependent on Blade however, who scoffs at a plan to provide practical invulnerability to the enemy he'd sworn to destroy. Blade attempts to enlist King against his father, but King refuses, and attacks his former partner for denying him one of his greatest desires: to see the sunrise again. Blade ends up staking King, who then appears to die, leaving behind only a smoking stain on the cobblestones.[10]

He returns (as had every other vampire that Blade had killed) soon after, and Blade gives him a potion that stops him needing to feast on blood.[11]
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 Powers and abilities




Hannibal King is a vampire[image: External link], and even when King was cured of his vampirism he has retained many of his vampiric abilities without actually being a vampire. He has superhuman strength and speed and sharper senses than an average human. King is virtually immortal, possessing agelessness, immunity to diseases and poisons, and the ability to survive and heal great amounts of physical damage. He also has the ability to instantly hypnotize human victims, and can fly via directed motion hovering by taking on a mist-like form. He can also control rats and used them to gather information for him during the day. He has also been known to transform into a wolf. However, King also has the weaknesses of a vampire: the need for blood in order to sustain his existence, the inability to endure direct sunlight, and the standard vampiric vulnerabilities to garlic, silver, and the presence of religious symbols. Beheading, burning, and a wooden stake through the heart will kill him.

King is an excellent detective, a good marksman with a pistol, and possesses an extraordinary sense of will. He often arms himself with conventional firearms, but sometimes uses special ones against supernatural foes.
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 Vampirism




In the first appearance of Hannibal King (The Tomb of Dracula #25) and during the events of Doctor Strange (volume 2) #59-62, King had stated that he had been a vampire for about five years. During the events Journey into Mystery #520-521, King revealed that he had been a vampire for about five decades, indicating that he had been a vampire since around the late 1940s. He has openly stated the first figure to others. The latter figure of five decades was stated by King only in narration. This also contradicts Nightstalkers #16 when King meets a man he knew in high school. This man was not elderly, but appeared to be Kings own physical age (which was arrested due to vampirism). He was also not a vampire (which would arrest his age) as this story predates the return of vampires.

In The Tomb of Dracula #25, the reader is not told immediately that King was a vampire. This is not revealed until the final panel. In a writing fashion similar to O Henry[image: External link], there are visual and dialogue cues that are cleverly placed throughout the story. Many of these instances were pointed out by observant fans in the letter column of a later issue. Marv Wolfman[image: External link], in his responses to reader letters, confirmed most of them as well as added several that they missed:


	King mentions in narration that on a previous case he was in a building investigating industrial espionage. A vampire killed everyone that was in said building. (As he doesn't say when the vampire arrived, read a certain way, this could be intended to include himself).

	In a crowded bar scene, King does not have a reflection in the mirror behind the bar.

	While on the current case, King seems to have covered a distance in ten minutes that London[image: External link] natives know takes about an hour on foot. He was not seen to drive a car at any time during the story. Also, it is very late at night so there is no public transport.

	King enters a building that he seems to know is a trap. He reads a sign on the door that says "Open, please come in". According to vampire lore, a vampire can only enter a private residence when he is explicitly invited.

	King appears in a frame having entered said building, but already upstairs. However, no staircase is seen going down to the previous floor. The frame suggests that he could have flown up and entered via the window.

	King mentions in narration that a room that he is searching is pitch black, although he seems to have no problem seeing.

	Dracula says to King that "...soon you will acknowledge me as your master." In the comic, Dracula is Lord of the Vampires and does not and cannot extend his lordship beyond vampires.



It was stated in Nightstalkers #1 that King's neo-vampire status (craving blood but not needing it to survive as well as his limited ability to tolerate sunlight) was due to his never directly taking blood from a living human, also the reason he survived the Montesi Formula, the Darkhold spell that had previously destroyed all vampires. This neo-vampire condition was never alluded to again after his seeming death in Nightstalkers #20 and he was shown thereafter to be a regular vampire with all of the traditional strengths and weaknesses, identical to his status before the Montesi spell was cast.
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 In other media
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 Film





	Hannibal King is played by Ryan Reynolds in the 2004 movie Blade: Trinity.[citation needed[image: External link]] In the movie, King is a member of a vampire hunting group known as the Nightstalkers, led by Abigail Whistler, a character created for the movie and based on a recurring character from the film franchise. Blade sees the group as young and inexperienced. The movie includes the "former vampire" nature of King, although Reynolds does not portray the character as very serious and reserved. King is already an ex-vampire and ally when they meet, but the humorless Blade never takes a liking to him. Many of King's jokes are all but lost on Blade and only serve to reinforce Blade's gruff attitude towards King. In the movie, it was Danica Talos who turned King into a vampire, and King was cured by the retrovirus[image: External link] serum that was seen developed in the first Blade[image: External link] film.
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Blade: Trinity






Blade: Trinity (also known as Blade III or Blade III: Trinity) is a 2004 American superhero film[image: External link] written, produced and directed by David S. Goyer, who also wrote the screenplays to Blade[image: External link] and Blade II[image: External link]. It stars Wesley Snipes[image: External link], who also produced, in the title role based on the Marvel Comics character Blade[image: External link] alongside Ryan Reynolds, Jessica Biel[image: External link], Kris Kristofferson[image: External link], Dominic Purcell[image: External link], Parker Posey[image: External link] and Triple H[image: External link].

It is the third film in the Blade film series[image: External link]. The film grossed over $128 million at the U.S. box office on a budget of $65 million. On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], Blade: Trinity has a 25% approval rating and a critical consensus that it "seems content to emphasize style over substance and rehash familiar themes". It was followed by 2006's Blade: The Series[image: External link]. The film also marks Reynolds' first superhero role as well as first collaboration with Marvel Entertainment.
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 Plot




Vampires investigate an ancient tomb in the Syrian Desert[image: External link], which they believe belongs to Dracula, the first vampire. To keep Blade from interfering, they frame him for the murder of a human familiar[image: External link]. FBI[image: External link] agents subsequently locate Blade's hideout and kill his mentor and friend, Abraham Whistler[image: External link]. Demoralized, Blade surrenders and is arrested.

The vampires' familiars have arranged for the authorities to turn Blade over to them. He is rescued by Hannibal King and Abigail Whistler, Abraham's daughter, who invite Blade to join their band of vampire hunters, the Nightstalkers[image: External link]. From them, Blade learns that Danica Talos, an old enemy of King's, has revived Dracula, or "Drake", with the goal of using his powers to cure vampires of their weaknesses. As the first of the vampires, Drake's DNA is untainted and he is able to survive in sunlight. Along with newly-innovative ultraviolet[image: External link] "Sun dog[image: External link]" ammunition[image: External link], the Nightstalkers have created an experimental bioweapon[image: External link] known as Daystar, capable of killing vampires at the genetic level. However, they need a purer blood source to make it effective. As Drake is too powerful to kill via normal means, they hope that the virus will kill him and, with his blood in the mix, ensure the rest of the species is wiped out, but also fear that this will include Blade, too.

Eager to test Blade, Drake isolates him from the Nightstalkers, as he considers them unworthy of challenging him. He explains that all humans and vampires are inferior in his eyes and that he intends to wipe them from the Earth. Abigail finds evidence of the vampires "Final solution": a network of 'farms' where comatose humans are drained of their blood for vampire consumption. Told the humans are all brain dead, Blade deactivates[image: External link] the farm's life support systems.

Returning to the Nightstalkers's hideout, they find all of them dead except for King and Sommerfield's daughter, Zoe, who have been taken captive. A recording left by Sommerfield, Daystar's creator, reveals that Drake's blood is needed to make it complete and effective. King is tortured by the vampires for information, but refuses to talk, even when they threaten to turn him and feed him Zoe's blood.

Blade and Abigail arrive and free the captives. Drake eventually bests Blade in single combat and prepares to kill him with his own sword. Abigail fires the Daystar arrow, but Drake catches it before it strikes him. He drops it to the floor by Blade, not realising the danger it poses to him. At the last second, Blade stabs him with it, triggering a chemical reaction that completes the "Daystar" virus, releses it into the air, and kills Danica and the rest of her followers. As Drake slowly succumbs to his wounds and the virus, he praises Blade for fighting honorably, but warns him that he will eventually succumb to his need for blood, thus creating a new type of vampire.

Using the last of his power, Drake disguises himself as Blade. The FBI recover the body and declare Blade legally dead, allowing him to continue his war against vampires.
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 Cast





	
Wesley Snipes[image: External link] as Eric Brooks / Blade[image: External link]


	
Kris Kristofferson[image: External link] as Abraham Whistler[image: External link]


	
Dominic Purcell[image: External link] as Dracula / Drake[image: External link]


	
Jessica Biel[image: External link] as Abigail Whistler

	
Ryan Reynolds as Hannibal King


	
Parker Posey[image: External link] as Danica Talos

	
Callum Keith Rennie[image: External link] as Asher Talos

	
Triple H[image: External link] as Jarko Grimwood

	
Natasha Lyonne[image: External link] as Sommerfield

	Haili Page as Zoe Sommerfield

	
John Michael Higgins[image: External link] as Dr. Edgar Vance

	
Françoise Yip[image: External link] as Virago

	Mark Berry as Police Chief Martin Vreede

	
Patton Oswalt[image: External link] as Hedges

	
James Remar[image: External link] as FBI Agent Ray Cumberland

	Michael Anthony Rawlins as FBI Agent Wilson Hale

	
Eric Bogosian[image: External link] as Bentley Tittle

	Ron Selmour as Dex

	
Christopher Heyerdahl[image: External link] as Caulder
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 Production
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 Production troubles




Reportedly, series star Wesley Snipes[image: External link] was unhappy with the film's script and original choice of director. David S. Goyer, who had written all three films in the franchise, was then selected to replace the original director of the film, which Snipes protested. Snipes reportedly caused difficulty during filming, including frequently refusing to shoot scenes, often forcing director Goyer to use stand-ins and computer effects[image: External link] to add his character to scenes. Co-star Patton Oswalt[image: External link] alleged that Snipes would spend much of his time smoking marijuana[image: External link] in his trailer, and that he had become violent with Goyer after falsely accusing him of racism. It has also been alleged that Snipes refused to interact with Goyer or his co-stars, and would instead communicate with them through his assistant or the use of notes.[2] Snipes also allegedly referred to co-star Ryan Reynolds as a " cracker[image: External link]" on one or more occasions.[3]
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 Language




In the DVD special features[4] Goyer talks about how cities are often multilingual. For example, Blade: Trinity is shot in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada[image: External link], where signs are in English. Goyer used Esperanto[image: External link] and its flag as part of the fictional city where Blade is set.[5] The Esperanto flag is shown twice, at the entrance to the Police headquarters after Blade is rescued from jail, and in the rooftop scene where Drake threatens to drop a baby over the edge.[5] Background elements such as signs and advertisements include Esperanto translations. Hannibal King is at one point seen watching the Esperanto language film Incubus[image: External link] on television; one reviewer remarked that first time director "Goyer's grasp of directorial fundamentals (such as when to tilt the camera and when to shoot in close-up) is about as strong as Shatner's[image: External link] fluency in Esperanto."[6] The film's director of photography[image: External link], Gabriel Beristain, makes a cameo appearance as the one-eyed newspaper vendor who talks to Whistler in Esperanto and discusses the public perception that Blade is a menace to society.
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 Release
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 Box office




The film's American box office gross was $52 million, and the total worldwide gross was $128.9 million.[1] This matched the first Blade's take but came behind Blade II, which grossed $150 million worldwide.[7][8]
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 Lawsuit




In 2005, Snipes sued New Line Cinema[image: External link] and Goyer, claiming that the studio did not pay his full salary, that he was intentionally cut out of casting decisions and filmmaking process, despite being one of the producers, and that his character's screen time was reduced in favor of costars Ryan Reynolds and Jessica Biel[image: External link].[9]
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 Critical reception




The film earned an approval rating of 25% on Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on 165 reviews. The consensus reads: "Louder, campier, and more incoherent than its predecessors, Blade: Trinity seems content to emphasize style over substance and rehash familiar themes."[10] Rotten Tomatoes included the film at 76 out of 94 on a countdown (from 94 to 1) of "worst to best" comic book to film adaptations.[11]

Roger Ebert[image: External link], who gave Blade[image: External link] 3 stars out of 4[12] and Blade II[image: External link] 3½ stars,[13] gave Blade: Trinity 1½ stars, writing: "It lacks the sharp narrative line and crisp comic-book clarity of the earlier films, and descends too easily into shapeless fight scenes that are chopped into so many cuts that they lack all form or rhythm."[14]
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 Soundtrack




Main article: Blade: Trinity (soundtrack)[image: External link]


A soundtrack containing hip hop music and electronic music was released on November 23, 2004 by New Line Records[image: External link]. It peaked at #68 on the Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums[image: External link] and #15 on the Top Soundtracks[image: External link].
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 Potential Sequel




By August 2012, the film rights to Blade had reverted to Marvel Studios[image: External link].[15] At San Diego Comic Con[image: External link] 2015, Snipes told IGN that both he and Marvel are now in talks about bringing Blade back in theaters.[16][17]
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	Vampire film[image: External link]
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Deadpool






For the film based on the character, see Deadpool (film). For the video game based on the character, see Deadpool (video game)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Dead pool (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Deadpool (Wade Winston Wilson) is a fictional antihero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Created by artist/writer Rob Liefeld[image: External link] and writer Fabian Nicieza[image: External link], the character first appeared in The New Mutants[image: External link] #98 ( cover-dated[image: External link] February 1991). Initially Deadpool was depicted as a supervillain when he made his first appearance in The New Mutants and later in issues of X-Force, but later evolved into his more recognizable antiheroic persona. Deadpool, whose real name is Wade Wilson, is a disfigured and mentally unstable mercenary[image: External link] with the superhuman ability of an accelerated healing factor[image: External link] and physical prowess. The character is known as the "Merc with a Mouth" because of his talkative nature and tendency to break the fourth wall[image: External link], which is used by writers for humorous effect and running gags.

The character's popularity has seen him feature in numerous other media. In the 2004 series Cable & Deadpool[image: External link], he refers to his own scarred appearance as "Ryan Reynolds crossed with a Shar Pei[image: External link]".[6][7] Reynolds himself would eventually portray the character in the 2009 film X-Men Origins: Wolverine and reprised the role in the 2016 film Deadpool.[8][9][10]
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Further information: List of Deadpool titles[image: External link]
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 1990s




Created by artist/writer Rob Liefeld[image: External link] and writer Fabian Nicieza[image: External link],[11][12][13] Deadpool made his first appearance in the pages of The New Mutants #98 cover dated[image: External link] February 1991.[14] According to Nicieza, Liefeld came up with the character's visual design and name, and Nicieza himself came up with the character's speech mannerisms.[15] Liefeld, a fan of the Teen Titans[image: External link] comics, showed his new character to then-writer Fabian Nicieza. Upon seeing the costume and noting his characteristics (killer with super agility), Nicieza contacted Liefeld, saying "this is Deathstroke[image: External link] from Teen Titans". Nicieza gave Deadpool the real name of "Wade Wilson" as an inside-joke to being "related" to "Slade Wilson", Deathstroke.[16]

Other inspirations were Spider-Man[image: External link] and Wolverine[image: External link]. Liefeld states: "Wolverine and Spider-Man were the two properties I was competing with at all times. I didn't have those, I didn't have access to those. I had to make my own Spider-Man and Wolverine. That's what Cable and Deadpool were meant to be, my own Spider-Man and my own Wolverine."[17] Both Deadpool and Cable were also meant to be tied into Wolverine’s history already from the start, as Liefeld describes: "Wolverine was my guy. If I could tie anything into Wolverine, I was winning." What Danny DeVito[image: External link]'s character was to Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link]'s character in Twins[image: External link], Deadpool was intended to be to Wolverine. And because Liefeld's favorite comic title before X-Men was Avengers, who had weapons like Captain America's shield, Thor's hammer and Hawkeye's bow and arrow, he decided to weaponize his new characters as well.[18]

In his first appearance, Deadpool is hired by Tolliver[image: External link] to attack Cable[image: External link] and the New Mutants[image: External link]. After subsequently appearing in X-Force[image: External link] as a recurring character, Deadpool began making guest appearances in a number of different Marvel Comics titles such as The Avengers[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], and Heroes for Hire[image: External link]. In 1993, the character received his own miniseries[image: External link], titled The Circle Chase, written by Fabian Nicieza[image: External link] and pencilled by Joe Madureira[image: External link]. It was a relative success and Deadpool starred in a second, self-titled miniseries written in 1994 by Mark Waid[image: External link], pencilled by Ian Churchill[image: External link], and inked by Jason Temujin Minor[image: External link] and Bud LaRosa. Waid later commented, "Frankly, if I'd known Deadpool was such a creep when I agreed to write the mini-series, I wouldn't have done it. Someone who hasn't paid for their crimes presents a problem for me."[19]

In 1997, Deadpool was given his own ongoing title, initially written by Joe Kelly[image: External link], with then-newcomer Ed McGuinness[image: External link] as an artist. Deadpool became an action comedy parody of the cosmic drama, antihero-heavy comics of the time. The series firmly established his supporting cast, including his prisoner/den mother Blind Al[image: External link] and his best friend Weasel[image: External link]. The ongoing series gained cult popularity[image: External link] for its unorthodox main character and its balance of angst and pop culture slapstick and the character became less of a villain, though the element of his moral ambiguity remained. The writer Joe Kelly noted, "With Deadpool, we could do anything we wanted because everybody just expected the book to be cancelled every five seconds, so nobody was paying attention. And we could get away with it."[20] Reportedly Kelly introduced the fourth wall[image: External link] breaking gimmick.[21]

The series was taken over by Christopher Priest[image: External link] who noted that he found Kelly's issues to be "complex and a little hostile to new readers like me" and that by issue 37, he realized that "it was okay to make Deadpool look stupid."[22] Kelly may have introduced Deadpool to breaking the fourth wall, but Priest "could be credited for establishing it as an essential part of the character’s personality and worldview." Priest left the series after only one year at issue #45.[21]
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 2000s




For a time, writers who followed generally ignored the fourth wall entirely, until Gail Simone[image: External link] took over with issue #65. Her version is remembered for the frequent use of the "little yellow boxes."[21] Deadpool lasted until issue #69, at which point it was relaunched as a new title with a similar character called Agent X[image: External link] in 2002. This occurred during a line-wide revamp of X-Men related comics, with Cable[image: External link] becoming Soldier X[image: External link] and X-Force[image: External link] becoming X-Statix[image: External link]. Simone notes that "When I took the Deadpool job, the revamp hadn't been planned, so it was a complete surprise. Thankfully, we heard about it in time to make adjustments to the early scripts."[23] It appeared that Deadpool was killed in an explosion fighting the supervillain Black Swan[image: External link]. Deadpool's manager, Sandi Brandenberg[image: External link] later founded Agency X with a mysterious man called Alex Hayden, who took the name dubbed Agent X[image: External link]. Deadpool later returned to the series. Simone left the title after seven issues due to creative differences with the series editor, but then returned to conclude with issues 13–15.[24][ better source needed[image: External link]]

Deadpool's next starring appearance came in 2004 with the launch of Cable & Deadpool[image: External link] written by Fabian Nicieza[image: External link], where Deadpool became partnered with his former enemy, Cable[image: External link], teaming up in various adventures. This title was canceled with issue #50 and replaced by a new Cable[image: External link] series in March 2008.[25] Deadpool then appeared briefly in the Wolverine: Origins[image: External link] title by writer Daniel Way[image: External link] before Way and Paco Medina launched another Deadpool title in September 2008.[26] Medina was the main series artist, with Carlo Barberi filling in on the first issue after the "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" tie-in.[27]

A new Deadpool ongoing series[image: External link] written by Daniel Way with artist Paco Medina began as a Secret Invasion[image: External link] tie-in. In the first arc, the character is seen working with Nick Fury to steal data on how to kill the Skrull[image: External link] queen Veranke[image: External link].[28][29] Norman Osborn[image: External link] steals the information that Deadpool had stolen from the Skrulls, and subsequent stories deal with the fallout from that. Writer Daniel Way[image: External link] explained, "the first thing Osborn does to try and take care of the situation is to bring in a hired gun to take Deadpool down, which would be Tiger-Shark. That would be the standard thing to do, but of course everything about Deadpool is non-standard. So it goes completely awry and Norman has to get more serious about things." The story also sees the return of Bob, Agent of HYDRA[image: External link]; "I don't want the book to become 'Deadpool and Friends' so characters will drift in and out, but Bob was someone I definitely wanted to bring in. It just had to be at the perfect moment and when I was putting this storyline together that moment presented itself." This all led directly to a confrontation with the new Thunderbolts[image: External link] in "Magnum Opus" which crossed over between Deadpool vol. 2 #8–9 and Thunderbolts #130–131.[30] Thunderbolts writer Andy Diggle[image: External link] said, "it's a natural progression for Deadpool to go after Norman, and for Norman to send his personal hit-squad after Deadpool."[31] In Deadpool #15, Deadpool decides to become a hero resulting in conflicts with proper heroes like Spider-Man[image: External link][32] (who he had recently encountered in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #611 as part of "The Gauntlet[image: External link]"[33]) and leading to a 3-issue arc where he takes on Hit-Monkey[image: External link],[34] a character who debuted in the same month in a digital, then print, one-shot.[35][36]

Another ongoing Deadpool series, Deadpool: Merc with a Mouth launched in July 2009, written by Victor Gischler[image: External link], with art by Bong Dazo. In it Deadpool teams with Headpool from Marvel Zombies 3[image: External link] and 4[image: External link].[37][38][39]

A special anniversary issue titled Deadpool #900 was released in October 2009. It features stories written by several authors, with the main feature written by the original Deadpool series writer Joe Kelly and drawn by Deadpool's creator Rob Liefeld. A third Deadpool ongoing series, Deadpool Team-Up, launched in November 2009 (with issue numbers counting in reverse starting with issue #899), written by Fred Van Lente[image: External link], with art by Dalibor Talajic. This series features Deadpool teaming up with different heroes from the Marvel Universe in each issue, such as Hercules[image: External link].[40] Deadpool also joined the cast of the new Uncanny X-Force[image: External link] team.[41]
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Another Deadpool series, titled Deadpool Corps also by Gischler, was released in April 2010. Besides Deadpool himself, this series featured alternate versions of Deadpool, including Lady Deadpool (who debuted in Deadpool: Merc with a Mouth #7), Headpool (the Marvel Zombies[image: External link] universe incarnation, now reduced to a severed head), and two new characters; Kidpool, a child, and Dogpool, a dog.[42] The series lasted twelve issues.

Marvel also published Deadpool titles through the Marvel Knights[image: External link] and MAX[image: External link] imprints: Deadpool: Wade Wilson's War, by Duane Swierczynski[image: External link] and Jason Pearson[image: External link],[43][44][45] and Deadpool MAX by David Lapham[image: External link] and Kyle Baker[image: External link].[46]

Deadpool (vol. 2) is written by Daniel Way[image: External link] and drawn by Alé Garza[image: External link]. In the story arc "DEAD", Wade is "cured" of his healing ability and becomes mortal. As a side effect, he also has his old, unscarred face once again. Although he spent the majority of the story arc looking forward to dying, he suppresses his desires in order to protect his friend and sidekick[image: External link] Hydra Bob[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

After he lost his healing factor, Wilson claimed he felt "more alive than ever."[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] However, after a harsh beating from Intelligencia, Wade realized that he had let his ability to heal compensate for skill so he decided to ask for help from Taskmaster in training.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Taskmaster asked Wilson to help him steal Pym Particles from S.H.I.E.L.D., but actually, he allowed Black Box to study Wade in order to prepare his vengeance against Wilson, even letting him know Deadpool lost his healing factor.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Wade managed to defeat Black Box, Black Tom and Black Swan, but in the process, his face was burned and disfigured again.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Former FBI agent Allison Kemp wanted to get revenge on Deadpool because of his involvement in an accident which left her in a wheelchair, and she called other enemies of Deadpool such as T-Ray and Slayback[image: External link] and trained them to kill Deadpool.[47][48] Deadpool infiltrated their base and managed to get T-Ray and Slayback killed when Kemp was about to kill herself in an explosion which would kill Wade in the process, he convinced her not to attack him. In that moment, he was surprised by the returned Evil Deadpool, who informed Wade that the serum they took was not permanent, reasons why Wade's face didn't heal or a finger he lost grew back, so Wade would return after Evil Deadpool shot him.[49] Daniel Way's Deadpool series concluded with issue 63.

As part of Marvel's Marvel NOW![image: External link] initiative a new Deadpool ongoing series was launched, written by Brian Posehn[image: External link] and Gerry Duggan and illustrated by Tony Moore[image: External link].[50] He is also a member of the Thunderbolts[image: External link].[51] In the 27th issue of his new series, as part of "All-New Marvel NOW!", Deadpool was married for the third time. Initially a secret, his bride was revealed in the webcomic Deadpool: The Gauntlet to be Shiklah, Queen of the Undead[image: External link]. Deadpool also discovers that he has a daughter by the name of Eleanor from a former flame of Deadpool named Carmelita.[52]

During the events of "Original Sin[image: External link]", it was revealed that Deadpool was tricked into killing his parents by a scientist known as Butler (who abducted Eleanor and gave her to his brother), however Deadpool does not know about it.[53]

Much later, he clashed with Carnage[image: External link], believing the universe was telling to defeat him. After several fights and getting torn to pieces, Deadpool bonds with the Mercury Team's four symbiotes Phage, Riot, Lasher, and Agony. Playing mind games, Deadpool tricked Shriek[image: External link] by using his shapeshifting abilities to make her disorient and having her flee. After the symbiotic Deadpool and Carnage fought again, Deadpool captures Shriek and forces her to impersonate himself, making it trick Carnage into almost killing her in the process. Feeling broken after a mental breakdown, Carnage allowed himself to be arrested and was placed in an unlocked cell. While sitting in the cell until he was his own self, Carnage swore vengeance on Deadpool. Deadpool, after defeating Carnage, gives the Mercury Team's symbiotes to Lasher (a war dog who helped Deadpool fight Carnage while also bonded with a symbiote) to deliver to them to the government.[54]

During the " AXIS[image: External link]" storyline, Deadpool appears as a member of Magneto's unnamed supervillain group during the fight against Red Skull[image: External link]'s Red Onslaught[image: External link] form.[55] The group of villains becomes inverted to heroes, after a spell cast by Scarlet Witch and Doctor Doom.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] This group was later named the Astonishing Avengers.[56] This Deadpool, referred to as "Zenpool" was pivotal in turning Apocalypse to fighting the Inverted Avengers.[57]

Deadpool's death occurs in Deadpool #250, involving story ideas that cowriters Gerry Duggan and Brian Posehn have had in mind since the beginning of the NOW series.[58] Issue #250 was technically issue #45, but was so named as it was the cumulative 250th issue of the character's solo series.[citation needed[image: External link]] Deadpool faces off in a final showdown with ULTIMATUM[image: External link] and Flag-Smasher[image: External link], killing all of them, and gives up the "Deadpool" identity, wishing to have a better life. He, along with his family and friends, (and presumably everyone on Earth) are all killed when the Earth collides with an alternate universe's Earth[image: External link]. Deadpool laments that the Secret Wars should have stayed an Avengers event, but then dies at peace, content that everybody else is dying with him.[59]
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Eight months after the events of Secret Wars and the restoration of Earth, Deadpool is seen working for Steve Rogers[image: External link]. After stealing some potentially life-saving chemicals needed by an ailing Rogue[image: External link], he is offered membership in the Avengers Unity Squad[image: External link].[60]

In the course of the following months, Deadpool's popularity skyrocketed after the mercenary Solo impersonated him to piggyback on Deadpool's reputation and take jobs at a higher pay rate. One of Solo's jobs in Washington, D.C. had Deadpool's public opinion drastically change for the better when he saved an ambassador from his telepathically-manipulated agents. After learning of Solo's impersonation, Deadpool came up with the idea to form a group of mercenaries called the Mercs for Money to extend his reach across the globe. However, Deadpool's newfound popularity forced him to leave his family behind, fearing his enemies could endanger them. Deadpool additionally joined the Avengers Unity Division and used his popularity as a means of funding the team, with the profit from merchandise.[61]
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The character's back-story has been presented as vague and subject to change, and within the narrative he is unable to remember his personal history due to a mental condition. Whether or not his name was even Wade Wilson is subject to speculation since one of his nemeses, T-Ray[image: External link], claims in Deadpool #33 that he is the real Wade Wilson and that Deadpool is a vicious murderer who stole his identity.[62] There have been other dubious stories about his history—at one point the supervillain Loki[image: External link] claimed to be his father.[63] Frequently, revelations are later retconned[image: External link] or ignored altogether, and in one issue, Deadpool himself joked that whether he is actually Wade Wilson depends on which the writer or the reader prefers.[64]

He has professed to be Canadian.[65] The original story had him joining the Weapon X[image: External link] program after being kicked out of the United States Army Special Forces[image: External link] and given an artificial healing factor based on Wolverine's thanks to Dr. Emrys Killebrew[image: External link], one of the head scientists.[66]

Wade Wilson grew up in Clair, Saskatchewan[image: External link], and went to school in Wadena, Saskatchewan[image: External link].[67]
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Deadpool is aware that he is a fictional comic book character.[68] He commonly breaks the fourth wall[image: External link], which is done by few other characters in the Marvel Universe[image: External link], and this is used to humorous effect. He often has conversations with his two internal monologues, which are shown as caption boxes in his panels; in Deadpool #28 it is revealed that the villain Doctor Bong[image: External link], a foe of Howard the Duck[image: External link], is the logical voice appearing in yellow captions,[69] and in Deadpool Annual #1 (2014) it is revealed that Madcap[image: External link], a foe of Captain America[image: External link], is the psychotic voice appearing in white captions with a typewriter serif.[70]

Deadpool is depicted as having a regenerative healing factor[image: External link], which not only prevents him from being permanently injured through enhanced cell regeneration throughout his body, but also causes psychosis and mental instability, as his neurons[image: External link] are also affected by the accelerated regeneration. It is thought that while his psychoses are a handicap, they are also one of his assets as they make him an extremely unpredictable opponent. Taskmaster[image: External link], who has photo-reflexive memory which allows him to copy anyone's fighting skills by observation, was unable to defeat Deadpool due to his chaotic and improvised fighting style.[71] Taskmaster has also stated that Deadpool is an expert at distracting his opponents.[71]

The character, known for his talkative nature, has been nicknamed the "Merc with a Mouth".[72]

Deadpool has sometimes been portrayed to have a strong sense of core morality. In Uncanny X-Force[image: External link], he storms out after Wolverine[image: External link] tries to rationalize Fantomex[image: External link] killing Apocalypse[image: External link], who was at the time in a child form. After Wolverine argues that Deadpool is motivated solely by money, Archangel[image: External link] reveals that Deadpool never cashed any of his checks.[73]
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In December 2013, Deadpool was confirmed as being pansexual[image: External link] by Deadpool writer Gerry Duggan via Twitter.[74] When asked about Deadpool's sexuality, co-creator Fabian Nicieza stated, "Deadpool is whatever sexual inclination his brain tells him he is in THAT moment. And then the moment passes."[75] Nicieza has also stated,


"Not trying to be dismissive, but readers always want to 'make a character their own' and often that is to the exclusion of what the character might mean to other fans. I've been dogged with the DP sexuality questions for YEARS. It is a bit tiring. He is NO sex and ALL sexes. He is yours and everyone else's. So not dismissive, but rather the epitome of inclusive."[76]
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Deadpool's primary power is an accelerated healing factor[image: External link], depicted by various writers at differing levels of efficiency. Artificially endowed by Dr. Killebrew[image: External link] for the Weapon X[image: External link] program, this enables him to regenerate any destroyed tissue at a superhuman rate, as well as making him immune to diseases. Deadpool's healing factor is strong enough that he has survived complete incineration and decapitation more than once.[citation needed[image: External link]] Although his head normally has to be reunited with his body to heal a decapitation wound,[77][78][79] he was able to regrow his head after having it pulverized by the Hulk[image: External link] in the graphic novel Deadpool Kills the Marvel Universe.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Deadpool's brain cells are similarly affected, with dying neurons[image: External link] being rejuvenated at a super accelerated rate. This allows Deadpool to recover from any head wounds, and it renders him nearly invulnerable to psychic and telepathic powers,[80][81] although this ability is inconsistent.[82][83] It has been revealed that at the time his healing ability was given to him, Deadpool suffered from some form of cancer; after the healing factor was given to him, it made his normal cells as well as his cancerous cells unable to die, giving him a heavily scarred appearance beneath his suit.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]

Deadpool's body is highly resistant to most drugs and toxins, due to his enhanced cell regeneration. For example, it is extremely difficult for him to become intoxicated.[84] He can be affected by certain drugs, such as tranquilizers if he is exposed to a large enough dosage.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Deadpool is effectively immortal[image: External link], although he has died several times.[85][86] He is still alive 800 years in the future when the new X-Force encounters him.[87] In addition, Thanos[image: External link] once declared that Deadpool should "consider yourself cursed ... with life!" out of jealousy over Deadpool's status as Lady Death[image: External link]'s love interest.[88] His enemy T-Ray later resurrected him,[85] under Thanos' instruction, using an artifact he had given him.[89] Later, Deadpool was informed that Thanos had placed a curse on him, and tracked Thanos down. He revealed that the only thing keeping Wade alive was his "spell of darkest necromancy". Although Thanos removed this curse in order to kill Deadpool, he felt forced to immediately bring him back using "a fusion of necromancy and science" in order to request his aid in tracking down Mistress Death[image: External link], who had gone missing.[90]

Deadpool is a highly trained assassin[image: External link] and mercenary[image: External link], adept in multiple forms of martial arts[image: External link], and an expert swordsman and marksman. Although in earlier years he was originally portrayed as having superhuman strength, he is no longer depicted as having this ability.[91]

Over the years, Deadpool has owned a number of personal teleportation devices. Also, during Deadpool's first ongoing comic, he possesses a device which projected holographic disguises, allowing him to go undercover or conceal his appearance. He also has a magic satchel[image: External link] containing all of his unlimited weaponry and ammo.[92][93] Deadpool is multilingual[image: External link], with the ability to speak fluently in German, Spanish, ASL[image: External link], and Japanese, in addition to his native English.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Since Deadpool is aware that he is a fictional character,[68] he uses this knowledge to his advantage to deal with opponents or gain knowledge to which he should not normally have access, such as reading past issues of his and others' comics.[94] Deadpool knows he has a Wikipedia article and hopes his fans keep his page updated.[95]
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In the Age of Apocalypse[image: External link] timeline, Deadpool was redubbed Dead Man Wade and reimagined as a bitter, humorless member of Apocalypse's Pale Riders[image: External link], having received his flawed healing factor from Apocalypse's eugenics program. Sent with his team to invade the Savage Land, he attempted to unleash chaos upon the sanctuary but was killed by Nightcrawler, who teleported his head off his body and hid it in a crater.[96] Later, Dead Man Wade was revealed to be resurrected like many of the other Alpha mutants.[97]
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 Captain America: Who Won't Wield the Shield




The World War II[image: External link]-era version of Deadpool is introduced in the one-shot parody issue Captain America[image: External link]: Who Won't Wield the Shield. Frederick "Wheezy" Wilson, the nephew of President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], is a soldier who is experimented on by the Nazis to become 'Veapon X'. Despite the nature of the story as a period piece, Wilson peppers his speech with anachronistic slang from the 1990s.[98][99]
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 Deadpool 2099




In a potential future taking place in 2099, Deadpool is Warda Wilson, the daughter of Wade and Shiklah. She collaborates with a gang inspired by Hydra Agent Bob and is wanted by the police. She has taken an older Wade prisoner and forces him to watch political debates while chained up, angered that he's ruined her life and hopes she can use him to find her mother. Wade reveals he and Shiklah had a falling out after the death of Ellie, which led to a battle between the two former lovers in Hell.[100] The new Deadpool is also being pursued by a woman who wears a costume that looks like Wade's "Zenpool" identity from Axis. The mysterious woman rescues Wade and gives him access to her bike to a hologram Preston. She then battles Warda and is revealed to be an alive Ellie, who plans to reclaim the Deadpool name.[101] Wade and Preston break into the old hideout for the Uncanny Avengers for Wade to gear up. Warda and Ellie continue fighting until Warda reveals she will unleash a demonic monster unless Ellie does not get Wade to confess where Shiklah is. After Wade and Preston reunite with Ellie, Wade tells Ellie to search for Shiklah's casket at Doc Samson's grave while he and Preston then go to the Little Italy of 2099 to seek the help of one of the few heroes alive in this time period: Iron Fist.[102]

The heroes and Danny's Iron Fists confront Warda in Madison Star Garden, where the Iron Fists fend off the giant monster while Wade tries to prevent his daughters from fighting by promising to tell Warda where Shiklah is. Despite his plea, Warda murders Ellie with liquid napalm and takes Wade to the sewer to interrogate him, where Wade reveals that Ellie's mutant ability is to regenerate all at once into her teenage body, allowing her to survive Warda's attack. After Wade, Preston, and Ellie defeat Warda, Wade tells her that he and Shiklah had an on and off again relationship, but were always on the path for war which eventually resulted in her death, as on Earth, those who refuse to co-exist cease to exist (with Wade bringing up the Skrulls to support his point). He implants Preston into Warda's head so she can aid Warda in clearing her conscious and becoming a better person and tells his daughters that they can both be Deadpool. He later tells Ellie that he now plans to travel the world and rid the planet of his old enemies and that Shiklah's resting place is in a shrunken glass coffin located on top of his heart.[103]
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In the 12-issue series Deadpool Corps and prequel series Prelude to Deadpool Corps, Deadpool is joined by several alternate versions of himself from different universes to create a super-group. Lady Deadpool and Headpool return from their previous appearances in Deadpool: Merc with a Mouth, joined by newcomers Kidpool, a child version of Deadpool who attends Professor X[image: External link]'s school,[104] and Dogpool, a dog endowed with Deadpool's familiar healing factor.[105] They are later joined by The Champion[image: External link], going by the name Championpool.[106]
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 Deadpool Kills the Marvel Universe




In the storyline Deadpool Kills the Marvel Universe, the X-Men send Deadpool to a mental hospital for therapy. The doctor treating him is actually Psycho-Man[image: External link] in disguise, who attempts to torture and brainwash Deadpool into becoming his personal minion. The procedure fails, but leaves Deadpool even more mentally unhinged. He develops a more nihilistic world view and as a result, after killing Psycho-Man by repeatedly smashing him against a desk, he begins assassinating every superhero and supervillain on Earth, starting with the Fantastic Four[image: External link], in an apparent attempt to rebel against his comic book creators. The book ends with him breaking into the "real" world and confronting the Marvel writers and artists who are currently writing the book. He says to the reader that once he's done with this universe, "I'll find you soon enough."[107]
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 Deadpool Killustrated




After the events of Deadpool Kills the Marvel Universe, Deadpool has killed many versions of Marvel superheroes and villains across the multiverse to no effect and comes to a conclusion that infinite alternate versions of the heroes and villains he killed exist.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In the series, Deadpool hires a team of scientists to help him get rid of all Marvel characters. The Mad Thinker[image: External link] gives the Merc with a Mouth a device that transports him to the "Ideaverse", a universe that contains the classic characters that inspired Marvel characters.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] In each book, he hunts down and murders characters such as the Headless Horseman[image: External link] (who inspired the Green Goblin and Ghost Rider), the characters of Little Women[image: External link] (Black Widow, She-Hulk), the Little Mermaid[image: External link] (Namor), Mowgli[image: External link] (Ka-Zar), Count Dracula[image: External link] (Morbius, Blade) and more. He also installs his own brain into Frankenstein's monster[image: External link], giving his dark inner voice a body to help him with.[108] Sherlock Holmes[image: External link] and Dr. Watson[image: External link] enlist Beowulf[image: External link], Hua Mulan[image: External link] and Natty Bumppo[image: External link] to stop him.
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 Deadpool Kills Deadpool




On April 4, 2013, Cullen Bunn revealed that, after the events of Deadpool Killustrated, the next and last part of the "Deadpool Killology" will be Deadpool Kills Deadpool and that the murderous, nihilistic Deadpool that appeared in Deadpool Kills the Marvel Universe and Killustrated is called "Dreadpool" and, in the series, he is hunting down all versions of Deadpool while "our" Deadpool, the light-hearted Merc With A Mouth, is hunting down Dreadpool. Bunn stated that the Deadpool Corps[image: External link] will appear along with many other versions of Deadpool and new versions.[citation needed[image: External link]] The first book was released in July 2013. The first issue opens with Deadpool dealing with yet another attack by ULTIMATUM, after which the Deadpool Corps quickly ropes the titular character into the crisis. Over the course the storyline, The Deadpool Corps is killed (not including Headpool, who was already killed prior to the events of the storyline), and it concludes in Issue #4, where Deadpool clashes with Dreadpool, who is eventually shown the error of his ways and killed by Deadpool in vengeance for causing the death of his friends. Somehow, our Deadpool finds his way back, but not before the reader is aware that Evil Deadpool is still alive and scheming.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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Several alternate incarnations of Deadpool are introduced in the series Deadpool: Merc with a Mouth. Attempting to return Headpool to the Marvel Zombies[image: External link] universe, Deadpool encounters multiple versions of himself as they exist in other universes, including a female version of himself named Lady Deadpool, Major Wade Wilson, a militant but sane version of Deadpool, and The Deadpool Kid (KiddyPool), a cowboy version of Deadpool who exists within a universe resembling the Wild West.[109]
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 Deadpool Pulp




Deadpool Pulp is a four-issue limited series from writers Mike Benson[image: External link] and Adam Glass and artist Laurence Campbell[image: External link], with Deadpool set in the 1950s drawing on pulp fiction[image: External link] (similar to the Marvel Noir[image: External link] fictional universe).[110]
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 Gwenpool




Gwen Poole, or "Gwenpool", is amalgam of Deadpool and Gwen Stacy[image: External link]. She started as one of 20 variant covers released in June 2015 for then-current series, which following the popularity of Spider-Gwen[image: External link] saw Gwen Stacy reimagined as other Marvel characters, such as Doctor Strange[image: External link], Groot[image: External link] and Wolverine[image: External link].[111] Gwenpool, featured on the variant cover for "Deadpool's Secret Secret Wars #2", which turned out to be especially popular with the fans.[112] After seeing how many fans were cosplaying as a character that wasn't even featured in any comic, Marvel editor Jordan White approached writer Christopher Hastings[image: External link] with a task to create a story around her. Initially the plan was to do one-shot comic "Gwenpool Special #1", which was then followed by a three-page backup story in the ongoing volume of "Howard the Duck[image: External link]", and eventually an ongoing series, starting in April 2016.[113] Deadpool eventually encountered Gwen in a Dungeon Murderworld run by Arcade who figured mercenaries would have fewer people trying to rescue them than heroes. They eventually teamed up, beat him up, and then left.
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 Marvel 2997




In Messiah War[image: External link] Deadpool is locked in a freezer for eight hundred years. When he escapes he is captured by the armed forces of the few surviving humans left. He helps Cable to get Hope Summers[image: External link] back from Stryfe[image: External link] who is later revealed to be inside this version of Deadpool's head. After seemingly defeating Stryfe, this version of Deadpool is quickly ripped in half and appears to die shortly after, his last words being a joke on "severance" pay.[114]
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 House of M




In the House of M[image: External link] reality, Wade Wilson was a field commander and active agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] During one of his missions, Agent Wilson contacted S.H.I.E.L.D. They had to patch him through the TB-Link satellite to communicate with him.[115]
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 Hulked-Out Heroes




Main article: Hulked Out Heroes[image: External link]


Appearing first in Hulk #21, Deadpool is "hulked-out" near the end of the Fall of the Hulks[image: External link] storyline. A two part mini-series called, World War Hulks: Hulked Out Heroes[image: External link] will follow Hulkpool as he travels back in time to kill himself, disrupting the origin stories of many heroes as he goes.[116]
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 Marvel Zombies




In the first Marvel Zombies[image: External link] limited series, a zombie version of Deadpool is seen fighting the Silver Surfer[image: External link]. The zombie Deadpool eventually loses his body and appears as a disembodied head beginning in Marvel Zombies 3[image: External link]. This incarnation of Deadpool, frequently referred to as Headpool, entered the mainstream Marvel continuity when he is encountered and captured by the original Deadpool in Deadpool: Merc with a Mouth.[117] Along with several other alternate versions of Deadpool, Headpool went on to appear in Deadpool Corps with a propeller beanie[image: External link] mounted to his head, allowing him flight.[118]
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 Ultimate Marvel




The Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] version of Deadpool is Sergeant "Wadey" Wilson, a Gulf War[image: External link] veteran. Depicted as an anti-mutant extremist, he is a cyborg[image: External link] and leader of the Reavers[image: External link] who hunt mutants for sport on a reality TV show. Beneath the mask, Deadpool appears to be a skull with an exposed brain, his skin formed by a transparent shell. He also has the ability to mimic an individual's appearance and voice, though not their powers.[119]
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 Weapon X: Days of Future Now




In the alternate Earth ending of the Weapon X[image: External link] comic, Deadpool is recruited by Wolverine to be part of a new team of X-Men after the old team is killed. He joins, claiming Wolverine only wants him as the "token human". This version of Deadpool is killed by Agent Zero[image: External link]'s Anti-Healing Factor corrosive acid. This version of Deadpool speaks in white text boxes.[120]
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 X-Men '92




In the Secret Wars Battleworld based on the 90s X-Men animated series, Deadpool is a member of X-Force with Cable, Bishop, Archangel, Psylocke, and Domino.[121]
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 Apocalypse Wars




In the Extraordinary X-Men[image: External link] Apocalypse Wars crossover, Deadpool is one of Apocalypse's Horsemen.[122]
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 Reception




Deadpool was ranked 182nd on Wizard[image: External link] magazine's list of the Top 200 Comic Book Characters of All Time,[123] ranked 45th on Empire[image: External link] magazine's list of The 50 Greatest Comic Book Characters,[124] and placed 31st on IGN's list of the Top 100 Comic Book Heroes.[125] DC Rebirth[image: External link] has given Harley Quinn[image: External link] a stalker/friend named Wayne Wilkins AKA "Red Tool", who is parody of Deadpool who was apparently sent from the future to kill Harley Quinn to keep her from killing Batman. He lost his arm with the return chip in it and ended up in the hospital where they did a few experiments on him, removing his ability to feel pain. He recently stopped another time traveler from killing Harley. [126]



Note: The information on red Tool should be in the Wikipedia Harley Quinn page, but it has not been updated in quite a long time.
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 In other media
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 Television





	Deadpool had made several non-voiced cameo appearances in the X-Men[image: External link] animated series. A flashback alongside Wolverine[image: External link] in one of Sabretooth[image: External link]'s mental sessions with Professor Xavier[image: External link] in the episode "Deadly Reunions", Morph[image: External link] shape-shifts into Deadpool's form in the episode "Whatever It Takes", and Xavier's dark side projects the character's image to attack Wolverine in the episode "The Phoenix Saga: Part 2: The Dark Shroud".

	Deadpool has a brief cameo appearance in the Marvel Anime: X-Men[image: External link] episode "Destiny".[127]


	Deadpool appears in the Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] cartoon series. The character is alluded on a "Timely" cover during a fight with Sabretooth (in "Freaky") and as Harry Osborn[image: External link]'s video-game character (in "The Iron Octopus"). Deadpool personally appears in the episode "Ultimate Deadpool", voiced by Will Friedle[image: External link].[128] This version was a former S.H.I.E.L.D. trainee[image: External link] before dropping out to be a mercenary. Despite (and because of) Spider-Man[image: External link]'s growing dislike for Deadpool's antics, attitude and willingness to kill (or as Deadpool puts it, "un-alive"/"K-word"), they both end up fighting Taskmaster[image: External link] and each other for critical S.H.I.E.L.D. data about the secret identities of America's superheroes. He is shown capable of negating Taskmaster's ability to copy someone's fighting style, utilizing an unpredictable fighting style that parodies various dance moves, rendering Taskmaster's ability to predict attacks useless. After giving a few false origin stories (as well as mocking Wolverine), Deadpool finally reveals that he had been a street kid taken in by Nick Fury[image: External link] to be a hero, though he later decided being a mercenary was easier than carrying morals and a conscience. Ultimately, Spider-Man acknowledges that the web-slinger himself could have turned out like Deadpool had circumstances in his own life been different.

	Deadpool appeared in Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link], voiced by Takehito Koyasu[image: External link].[129] He appears in the episodes "The Forbidden Hero Appears?" and "Chris and the Moment of Truth!".

	In May 2017, FXX[image: External link] placed a series order for an animated series based on Deadpool, which will be a co-produced by Marvel Television[image: External link], FX Productions and ABC Signature Studios[image: External link]. Donald Glover[image: External link] and his brother Stephen Glover[image: External link] will serve as showrunners, executive producers and writers for the series.[130]
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 Film
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 Animation





	Deadpool appears in the animated film Hulk Vs Wolverine[image: External link], voiced by Nolan North[image: External link].[131][132] Deadpool acts as one of Professor Thorton's military strike team Team X[image: External link] (Lady Deathstrike[image: External link], Omega Red[image: External link], and Sabretooth[image: External link]) in the Weapon X program, seeking to capture Wolverine[image: External link] and the Hulk[image: External link] in order to brainwash them and convert them into the ultimate weapons. He frequently annoys his teammates with his wisecracks.[133]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live action





	Wade Wilson/Deadpool appears in X-Men Origins: Wolverine, portrayed by Ryan Reynolds.[134] He is a highly skilled, wisecracking, and amoral mercenary who wields a pair of katanas[image: External link] with superhuman athleticism and skill sufficient to deflect fully automatic weapons fire. He is supposedly killed by Victor Creed[image: External link], but is later revealed to have been transformed by Colonel William Stryker[image: External link] into mutant killer "Weapon XI" (stunts performed by Scott Adkins[image: External link]) that possesses other mutants' powers, including Scott Summers[image: External link]'s optic blasts, John Wraith[image: External link]'s teleportation, Wolverine's healing factor, and a pair of extendable blades resembling the character's prized swords; Stryker is able to completely control him thanks to Chris Bradley[image: External link]'s technopathy[image: External link]. He is referred to by Stryker as "the Deadpool" because the compatible powers of the other mutants have been 'pooled' together into one being. Wolverine and Victor fight Deadpool in the film's climax and manage to defeat him by decapitating him and sending him falling into a cooling tower of a nuclear power plant, although a post-credits scene[image: External link] appearing in DVD releases and some theatrical presentations of the film implies Deadpool is still alive, as his hand is shown reaching out for his still-living head amid the rubble of the destroyed tower.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	Ryan Reynolds reprised his role, this time as the lead, in Deadpool, which premiered in February 2016 to positive reviews and box office success.

	In December 2013, Rob Liefeld confirmed that Cable[image: External link] and Deadpool would be appearing in an X-Force[image: External link] spin-off to the X-Men film series, with Ryan Reynolds returning as the latter.[135] After the release of Deadpool, Reynolds felt that Deadpool would soon be in an X-Force film.[136]


	It was announced that a Deadpool sequel is in development.[137][138]


	Before screenings of the film in U.S. territories, Logan[image: External link] a short film later entitled Deadpool: No Good Deed[image: External link] was shown, serving as a teaser for Deadpool 2. The plot of the short revolves around Deadpool attempting to change into his costume in a phone booth fast enough to prepare stop a nearby mugging. The man is shot before he can finish putting on his costume.[139] Rhett Reese[image: External link], the writer, confirmed that the film was a short and "not a teaser or a trailer".[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Video games





	Deadpool appears in X-Men Legends II: Rise of Apocalypse[image: External link], voiced by John Kassir[image: External link].[140]


	Deadpool appears as playable character in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link], with John Kassir reprising his speaking role.[141]


	Wade Wilson appears in the video game adaptation of X-Men Origins: Wolverine[image: External link], voiced by Steven Blum[image: External link]. His Deadpool/Weapon XI transformation is the final boss.

	Deadpool appears as a playable character in Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link], again voiced by John Kassir.[142][143][144][145] He first appears in the Washington D.C. level, having arrived for the cherry blossom festival only to get caught up in a terrorist attack on the capital. He attacks the heroes out of frustration over his vacation being ruined, but after he's beaten he decides to help them fight off the terrorists, becoming playable after rescuing some senators. Also during the credits, Deadpool confronts one of the writers with a complaint about the game not starring him. In the Wii, PSP and PS2 versions, he is playable from the start and appears during the credit sequence and load screens watching television while sitting in a recliner.

	The Ultimate version of Deadpool appears as a villain in Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions[image: External link], with Nolan North reprising his speaking role.[146] He hosts the survival show Pain Factor, and challenges Spider-Man to compete for a fragment of the Tablet.

	Deadpool appears as a playable fighter in Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of Two Worlds[image: External link] voiced again by Nolan North.[147] He is frequently featured opposite of Capcom's Dante[image: External link] from the Devil May Cry[image: External link] series.[148]


	Deadpool is a playable character in Marvel Super Hero Squad Online[image: External link], voiced by Tom Kenny[image: External link].[149][150]


	Deadpool appears as an unlockable character in Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link].

	Deadpool's costume is available as downloadable content for the game LittleBigPlanet[image: External link], as part of "Marvel Costume Kit 6".

	Deadpool is a playable character in the MMORPG[image: External link] Marvel Heroes[image: External link], again voiced by Nolan North.[151][152]


	
Deadpool[image: External link], an action game based on the character, was developed by High Moon Studios[image: External link] and published by Activision[image: External link] in 2013, with Nolan North reprising his voice role once again.[153] Deadpool, keeping with his fourth wall[image: External link]-breaking, constantly has to call the creators of the game to fix problems with the graphics.

	Deadpool is a playable character in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link], once again voiced by Nolan North.[154][155]


	Deadpool has his own table in Marvel Pinball[image: External link]. Nolan North reprised his role as the voice actor.[156]


	Deadpool is featured in Marvel Puzzle Quest[image: External link] on a limited storyline where he attacks all the heroes and villains in a quest for Iso-8 and chimichangas[image: External link].

	Deadpool is a playable character in Marvel Contest of Champions[image: External link].
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 Web
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 Animation





	Deadpool appears in several episodes of the stop-motion[image: External link] animated web series[image: External link] Marvel Superheroes: What the--?![image: External link]. Including self titled episodes such as "DEADPOOL - For Your Consideration", "Mean Deadpool Big Game Ad", "Holiday Special with Iron Man & Deadpool" and "Deadpool Vs. The Punisher".[157][158][159][160]
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 Live action





	Reynolds filmed footage of himself seated in the Deadpool costume as a trailer for the Deadpool movie trailer[161] and at the end of an extended trailer for the 2015 film Fantastic Four[image: External link].[162]


	Reynolds reprised his role as Deadpool in short film released on his YouTube[image: External link] channel for Halloween 2015, titled "How Deadpool Spent Halloween".[163]


	Reynolds appeared as Deadpool in two episodes of Screen Junkies[image: External link]' "Honest Trailers" series for the "Deadpool" and "Logan" episodes.[164]
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X-Men Origins: Wolverine






This article is about the film. For the video game, see X-Men Origins: Wolverine (video game)[image: External link]. For the related toyline, see X-Men Origins: Wolverine (toyline)[image: External link]. For other uses, see Wolverine[image: External link]. For the 2013 film, see The Wolverine (film)[image: External link].

X-Men Origins: Wolverine is a 2009 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the Marvel Comics fictional character Wolverine[image: External link], distributed by 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. It is the fourth installment and the first spinoff of the standalone Wolverine trilogy from the X-Men film series. The film was directed by Gavin Hood[image: External link], written by David Benioff[image: External link] and Skip Woods[image: External link], and produced by and starring Hugh Jackman[image: External link]. It co-stars Liev Schreiber[image: External link], Danny Huston[image: External link], Dominic Monaghan[image: External link] and Ryan Reynolds. The film is a prequel[image: External link]/ spin-off[image: External link] focusing on the violent past of the mutant[image: External link] Wolverine and his relationship with his half-brother Victor Creed[image: External link]. The plot details Wolverine's childhood as James Howlett (Troye Sivan[image: External link]), his early encounters with Major William Stryker[image: External link], his time with Team X[image: External link], and the bonding of Wolverine's skeleton with the indestructible metal adamantium[image: External link] during the Weapon X[image: External link] program.

The film was mostly shot in Australia and New Zealand, with Canada also serving as a location. Filming took place from January to May 2008. Production and post-production were troubled, with delays due to the weather and Jackman's other commitments, an incomplete screenplay that was still being written in Los Angeles while principal photography rolled in Australia, conflicts arising between director Hood and Fox's executives, and an unfinished workprint[image: External link] being leaked on the Internet one month before the film's debut.

X-Men Origins: Wolverine was released worldwide on May 1, 2009, the film was a financial success, opening at the top of the box office and grossing $179 million in the United States and Canada and over $373 million worldwide. Due to the poor critical reaction and despite its success at the box office, the plans for X-Men Origins: Magneto were ultimately cancelled and its working draft script was handed over to Matthew Vaughn[image: External link] and his prequel; X-Men: First Class[image: External link].

A second Wolverine film titled The Wolverine[image: External link] was released in 2013 to positive reviews and much greater success. A third film, titled Logan[image: External link], was later given critical praise by critics in 2017, was cited as one of the best superhero films of all time by critics,[4] and marked Hugh Jackman[image: External link]'s final portrayal of the character.



TOP
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 Plot




In 1845, James Howlett[image: External link], a boy living in Canada[image: External link], witnesses his father being killed by groundskeeper Thomas Logan[image: External link]. The anxiety[image: External link] activates the boy's mutation[image: External link]: bone claws protrude from his knuckles, and he impales Thomas, who reveals that he is James's real father before dying. James flees along with Thomas's other son Victor Creed[image: External link], who is thus James's half-brother and has a healing factor mutation like James. They spend the next century as soldiers, fighting in the American Civil War[image: External link], both World Wars[image: External link], and the Vietnam War[image: External link]. In Vietnam, the increasingly violent Victor attempts to rape a Vietnamese woman, and kills a senior officer who tries to stop him. James happens upon the fight and defends Victor, resulting in the pair being sentenced to execution by firing squad[image: External link], which they survive due to their mutant healing abilities. Major William Stryker[image: External link] approaches them in military custody and offers them membership in Team X[image: External link], a group of mutants including Agent Zero[image: External link], Wade Wilson, John Wraith[image: External link], Fred Dukes[image: External link], and Chris Bradley[image: External link]. They join the team for a few years, with James now using the alias Logan, but Victor and the group's lack of empathy[image: External link] for human life causes Logan to leave.

Six years later, Logan is working as a logger in Canada, where he lives with his girlfriend Kayla Silverfox[image: External link]. Stryker and Zero approach Logan at work. Stryker reports that Wade and Bradley have been killed, and he thinks someone is targeting the team's members. Logan refuses to rejoin Stryker, but after finding Kayla's bloodied body in the woods, Logan realizes Victor is responsible. He finds him at a local bar, but Logan loses the subsequent fight. Afterward, Stryker explains that Victor has gone rogue, and offers Logan a way to become strong enough to get his revenge. Logan undergoes a painful operation to reinforce his skeleton with adamantium[image: External link], a virtually indestructible metal. Once the procedure is complete, Stryker attempts to betray Logan by ordering that his memory be erased so he can be used as Stryker's personal weapon, but Logan overhears this and escapes to a nearby farm, where an elderly couple take him in. Zero kills them the following morning and tries to kill Logan, but Logan takes down Zero's helicopter and swears to kill both Stryker and Victor.

Logan locates John and Fred at a boxing club. Fred explains that Victor is still working for Stryker, hunting down mutants for Stryker to experiment on at his new laboratory, located at a place called "The Island". Fred mentions Remy "Gambit" LeBeau[image: External link], the only one who escaped from the island and therefore knows its location. John and Logan find LeBeau in New Orleans[image: External link], then both fight Victor, who kills John and extracts his DNA. Agreeing to help release mutants that Stryker has captured, Gambit takes Logan to Stryker's facility on Three Mile Island[image: External link]. Logan learns that Kayla is alive, having been forced by Stryker into surveilling him in exchange for her sister's safety. However, Stryker refuses to release her sister and denies Victor the adamantium bonding promised for his service, claiming that test results revealed Victor would not survive the operation. Stryker activates Wade, now known as Weapon XI, a "mutant killer" with the powers of multiple mutants.

While Logan and Victor join forces to fight off Weapon XI, Kayla is mortally wounded leading the captive mutants to Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link] and safety. After Logan kills Weapon XI, Stryker arrives and shoots Logan in the head with adamantium bullets, rendering Logan unconscious. Before Stryker can shoot Kayla, she grabs him and uses her mutant power to persuade him to turn around and walk away until his feet bleed. Logan regains consciousness but has lost his memory[image: External link]. He notices his dog tags read "Logan" on one side and "Wolverine" on the other. He pauses upon noticing Kayla's body, but does not recognize her, and leaves the island.

In a mid-credits scene, Stryker is detained for questioning by some MPs in connection with the death of his superior, General Munson, whom Stryker had murdered to protect his experiment. There were two alternate post-credits scenes that were shown at different screenings. One post-credit scene reveals a surprise twist on the fate of Weapon XI/Deadpool where he is revealed to have survived his decapitation. The other post-credit scene shows Logan in Japan where he tells a barmaid he is "drinking to remember."
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Hugh Jackman[image: External link] as James Howlett / Logan / Wolverine[image: External link]:




	Casting directors cast Sivan as the young Wolverine after seeing him sing at the Channel Seven Perth Telethon[image: External link], and he was accepted after sending in an audition tape.[7] Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] was originally cast in the role, when filming was originally beginning in December 2007,[8] but he opted out to film The Road[image: External link].[9] Smit-McPhee was later cast as Kurt Wagner / Nightcrawler[image: External link] in the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse[image: External link].




	
Liev Schreiber[image: External link] as Victor Creed[image: External link]:




	Logan's mutant half-brother and fellow soldier, who would later become his nemesis Sabretooth[image: External link]. Jackman and Hood compared Wolverine and Sabretooth's relationship to the Borg–McEnroe rivalry[image: External link] in the world of tennis: they are enemies but they can't live without each other. Sabretooth represents the pure animal and embodies the darker side of Wolverine's character, the aspect Wolverine hates about himself. These characters are two sides to the same coin.[10] Tyler Mane[image: External link], who played him in X-Men[image: External link], had hoped to reprise the role.[11] Jackman worked with Schreiber before, in the 2001 romantic comedy Kate & Leopold[image: External link] and described him as having a competitive streak necessary to portray Sabretooth. They egged each other on on set to perform more and more stunts. Schreiber put on 40 lb (18 kg) of muscle for the part,[12] and described Sabretooth as the most monstrous role he ever played. As a child, he loved the Wolverine comics because of their unique "urban sensibility". Schreiber had studied to be a fight choreographer and wanted to be a dancer like Jackman, so he enjoyed working out their fight scenes.[13]

	
Michael James Olsen[image: External link] as young Victor Creed[image: External link]









	
Danny Huston[image: External link] as Major William Stryker[image: External link]:




	Huston was originally in negotiations for the part,[14] while Brian Cox[image: External link], who played the character in X2[image: External link], wanted to reprise the role. He believed computer-generated imagery[image: External link], similar to the program applied to Patrick Stewart[image: External link] and Ian McKellen[image: External link] in the opening flashback of X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link], would allow him to appear as the younger Stryker.[15] Huston liked the complex Stryker, who "both loves and hates mutants because his son was a mutant and drove his wife to suicide. So he understands what they're going through, but despises their destructive force." He compared the character to a racehorse breeder[image: External link], who rears his mutant experiments like children but abandons them when something goes wrong. His son is shown to be frozen at the Weapon X facility and the reason Stryker starts the Weapon XI program.[12]





	
Lynn Collins[image: External link] as Kayla Silverfox[image: External link]:




	Wolverine's Native American (Blackfoot/Niitsítapi) mutant love interest and pawn of Stryker. She has the powers of tactile telepathy and hypnosis which allows her to control or convince others to do the things she wants them to by physical touch.[12] However, Victor is immune to telepathy. Describing her role, Collins said "I had to play off all the guys and their testosterone-heavy abilities. But I learned that the female powers of persuasion easily trump fangs and knives and guns."[16] Michelle Monaghan[image: External link] turned down the role because of scheduling conflicts, despite her enthusiasm to work with Jackman.[17]





	
Taylor Kitsch[image: External link] as Remy LeBeau / Gambit[image: External link]:




	A Cajun[image: External link] mutant thief who has the ability to convert the potential energy[image: External link] of any object he touches into kinetic energy[image: External link], forcing it to explode. The size of the object determines the magnitude of the resulting explosion.[12] He is also skilled in the use of a staff, and happens to be very agile. Due to the nature of his power, he displays supernatural durability, being able to take Wolverine's elbow to his face and return to fight moments later. When asked about his thoughts on the character, Kitsch had said, "I knew of him, but I didn't know the following he had. I'm sure I'm still going to be exposed to that. I love the character, I love the powers, and I love what they did with him. I didn't know that much, but in my experience, it was a blessing to go in and create my take on him. I'm excited for it, to say the least."[18]





	
Ryan Reynolds as Wade Wilson:




	Weapon XI is a genetically altered mutant killer. He has powers taken from other mutants killed or kidnapped in the film, as well as retractable blades in his arms. He is referred to by Stryker as "the pool, the mutant killer: Deadpool" because the compatible powers of the other mutants have been 'pooled' together into one being. This interpretation of Deadpool is lacking his traditional red suit and mask, and also includes a mouth sewn shut and the abilities of Cyclops' optic blasts, Wraith's teleportation, and samurai swords that come out of his fists from within his arms, similarly to Wolverine's claws. Ryan Reynolds portrays Weapon XI for close-ups, standing shots, and simple stunts while Scott Adkins is used for the more complicated and dangerous stunt work.[22]





	
will.i.am[image: External link] as John Wraith[image: External link]:




	A teleporting[image: External link] mutant. This was will.i.am's major live-action film debut. Although he initially did not get on with the casting director, he got the role because he wanted to play a mutant with the same power as Nightcrawler[image: External link]. He enrolled in boot camp[image: External link] to get into shape for the part.[23] When filming a fight, he scarred his knuckles after accidentally punching and breaking the camera.[24]





	
Kevin Durand[image: External link] as Fred J. Dukes / Blob[image: External link]:




	A mutant with a nearly indestructible layer of skin. In the film's early sequences, he is a formidable fighting man, but years later, due to a poor diet, has gained an enormous amount of weight.[12] A fan of the X-Men movies, Durand contacted the producers for a role as soon as news of a new film came out.[25] The suit went through six months of modifications, and had a tubing system inside to cool Durand down with ice water.[26] David Harbour[image: External link] auditioned for the role, but was turned down for being too fat at the time.[27]





	
Dominic Monaghan[image: External link] as Chris Bradley[image: External link]:




	A mutant who can manipulate electricity and electronic objects.[28] It was originally reported that Monaghan was going to play Barnell Bohusk / Beak[image: External link].[29]





	
Daniel Henney[image: External link] as Agent Zero[image: External link]:




	A mutant member of the Weapon X program and a superhumanly accurate mercenary with expert tracking abilities and lethal sniper skills.[12] An X-Men fan, Henney liked the role of a villain because "there are no restrictions playing it, allowing you freely to express it, so you can act how you want to".[30] He described the film as more realistic and cruder than the X-Men trilogy.[31]




Additionally, Tim Pocock[image: External link] portrays a young Scott Summers / Cyclops[image: External link]. Max Cullen[image: External link] and Julia Blake[image: External link] portrayed Travis and Heather Hudson, an elderly couple who take care of Wolverine after his adamantium bonding. The Hudsons are heavily adapted from the comics' James MacDonald[image: External link] and Heather Hudson[image: External link].

Tahyna Tozzi[image: External link] portrays Emma, a mutant with the power to turn her skin into diamond, who in the film is Silverfox's sister.[32] The film depiction of Emma was originally intended to be Emma Frost[image: External link]. However it was noted that she does not exhibit the character's traditional telepathic abilities. It is later revealed by Bryan Singer that this character is actually not Emma Frost, but instead a mutant with similar abilities.[33]

Wolverine's parents also appeared in the film; Aaron Jeffery[image: External link] portrayed Thomas Logan[image: External link] while Alice Parkinson portrayed Elizabeth Howlett. Peter O'Brien[image: External link] appeared as John Howlett, James' alleged father.

The film includes numerous cameo appearances of younger versions of characters from the previous films, including Jason Stryker[image: External link] (William Stryker's lobotomized telepathic son whom he keeps in cryogenic suspension).[34] There was a cameo for a young Storm[image: External link], which can be seen in the trailer, but it was removed from the released film.[35]

A digitally rejuvenated Patrick Stewart[image: External link] also makes an uncredited cameo as a younger Charles Xavier[image: External link] who appeared to not yet lose the use of his legs.[36] However, with timeline and story inconsistencies within the film series, Singer developed an idea to tie all the films together and fix the continuity. In X-Men: First Class[image: External link] Xavier loses the use of his legs at a much younger age, than he appears in Origins. As an explanation, Xavier can be seen walking in X-Men: Days of Future Past (which chronologically takes place prior to the events of this film), by creating the illusion that he is standing in various scenes, when in reality the character is only present by telepathic projection.[37][38]

Asher Keddie[image: External link] played Dr. Carol Frost.[39] Poker player Daniel Negreanu[image: External link] has a cameo. Phil Hellmuth[image: External link] wanted to join him but was unable because he committed to an event in Toronto.[40] X-Men co-creator Stan Lee[image: External link] said he would cameo, but Lee ended up not appearing in the film as he could not attend filming in Australia.[41][42]
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David Benioff[image: External link], a comic book fan, pursued the project for almost three years before he was hired to write the script in October 2004.[43][44] In preparing to write the script, he reread Barry Windsor-Smith[image: External link]'s "Weapon X[image: External link]" story, as well as Chris Claremont[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s 1982 limited series on the character[image: External link] (his favorite storyline).[43][45] Also serving as inspiration was the 2001 limited series Origin[image: External link], which reveals Wolverine's life before Weapon X.[46] Jackman collaborated on the script, which he wanted to be more of a character piece compared with the previous X-Men films.[47] Skip Woods[image: External link], who had written Hitman[image: External link] for Fox, was later hired to revise and rewrite Benioff's script.[48] Benioff had aimed for a "darker and a bit more brutal" story, writing it with an R rating[image: External link] in mind, although he acknowledged the film's final tone would rest with the producers and director.[43]

Deadpool had been developed for his own film by Reynolds and David S. Goyer at New Line Cinema[image: External link] in 2003, but the project fell apart as they focused on Blade: Trinity and an aborted spin-off.[19] Benioff wrote the character into the script in a manner Jackman described as fun, but would also deviate from some of his traits. Similarly, Gambit[image: External link] was a character who the filmmakers had tried to put in the previous X-Men films. Jackman liked Gambit because he is a "loose cannon" like Wolverine, stating their relationship echoes that of Wolverine and Pyro[image: External link] in the original trilogy.[6] David Ayer[image: External link] contributed to the script.[49] Benioff finished his draft in October 2006, and Jackman stated there would be a year before shooting,[50] as he was scheduled to start filming Australia[image: External link] during 2007.[51] Before the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link] began, James Vanderbilt[image: External link] and Scott Silver[image: External link] were hired for a last-minute rewrite.[52]

Gavin Hood[image: External link] was announced as director of the project in July 2007 for a 2008 release.[53] Previously, X-Men[image: External link] and X2[image: External link] director Bryan Singer[image: External link] and X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link] director Brett Ratner[image: External link] were interested in returning to the franchise,[54][55] while Alexandre Aja[image: External link] and Len Wiseman[image: External link] also wanted the job.[56][57] Zack Snyder[image: External link], who was approached for The Last Stand, turned down this film because he was directing Watchmen[image: External link].[58] Jackman saw parallels between Logan and the main character in Hood's previous film Tsotsi[image: External link].[12] Hood explained that while he was not a comic book fan, he "realized that the character of Wolverine, I think his great appeal lies in the fact that he's someone who in some ways, is filled with a great deal of self-loathing by his own nature and he's constantly at war with his own nature".[59] The director described the film's themes as focusing on Wolverine's inner struggle between his animalistic savagery and noble human qualities. Hood enjoyed the previous films, but set out to give the spin-off a different feel.[60] Hood also suggested to make the implied blood relation of Wolverine and Sabretooth into them explicitly being half brothers, as it would help "build up the emotional power of the film".[61] In October, Fox announced a May 1, 2009, release date and the X-Men Origins prefix.[14]
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 Filming




Preliminary shooting took place at the Fox Studios Australia[image: External link] in Sydney, during late 2007.[62] Principal photography[image: External link] began on January 2008 in New Zealand.[63] One of the filming locations that was selected was Dunedin[image: External link].[64] Controversy arose as the Queenstown[image: External link] Lakes District Council disputed the Department of Labour's decision to allow Fox to store explosives in the local ice skating rink. Fox moved some of the explosives to another area.[65] The explosives were used for a shot of the exploding Hudson Farm, a scene which required thirteen cameras.[66] Jackman and Palermo's Woz Productions reached an agreement with the council to allow recycling specialists on set to advise the production on being environmentally friendly.[67] According to Hood, the screenplay was still incomplete as filming begun, with the production in Australia receiving regularly new script pages from Los Angeles, at times in the night before shooting.[68]

Filming continued at Fox (where most of the shooting was done) and New Orleans, Louisiana.[14] Cockatoo Island[image: External link] was used for Stryker's facility; the enormous buildings there saved money on digitally expanding a set.[12] Production of the film was predicted to generate A$[image: External link]60 million for Sydney's economy.[69] Principal photography ended by May 23. The second unit[image: External link] continued filming in New Zealand until March 23, and were scheduled to continue filming for two weeks following the first unit's wrap.[70] This included a flashback to Logan during the Normandy Landings[image: External link], which was shot at Blacksmiths, New South Wales[image: External link].[71]

Hood and Fox were in dispute on the film's direction. One of the disputes involved the depiction of Wolverine as an Army veteran with post-traumatic stress disorder[image: External link], with the executives arguing that audiences would not be interested in such heavy themes.[72] The studio had two replacements lined up before Richard Donner[image: External link], husband of producer Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link], flew to Australia to ease on-set tensions.[73] Hood remarked, "Out of healthy and sometimes very rigorous debate, things get better. [...] I hope the film's better because of the debates. If nobody were talking about us, we'd be in trouble!"[12] Hood added he and Thomas Rothman[image: External link] were both "forceful" personalities in creative meetings but they had never had a "stand-up" argument.[74] In January 2009, after delays due to weather and scheduling conflicts, such as Hugh Jackman's publicity commitments for Australia[image: External link], production moved to Vancouver, mostly at Kitsilano Secondary School and in University of British Columbia[image: External link].[75][76] Work there included finishing scenes with Ryan Reynolds, who had been working on two other films during principal photography.[77]

Gavin Hood has announced that multiple "secret endings" exist for the film and that the endings will differ from print to print of the film.[78] One version shows Wolverine drinking in a Japanese bar. The bartender asks if he is drinking to forget, to which Logan replies that he is drinking to remember.[79] The other ending shows Weapon XI on the rubble of the destroyed tower, trying to touch his severed head.[80]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Effects




More than 1,000 shots of Wolverine have visual effects[image: External link] in them, which required three effects supervisors and seventeen different companies to work on the film.[81] The most prominent was Hydraulx[image: External link], who had also worked in the X-Men trilogy and was responsible for the battle in Three Mile Island and Gambit's powers. Many elements were totally generated through computer-generated imagery[image: External link], such as the adamantium injection machine, the scene with Gambit's plane and Wolverine tearing through a door with his newly enhanced claws.[81] CG bone claws were also created for some scenes because the props did not look good in close-ups.[82] Extensive usage of matte paintings[image: External link] was also made, with Matte World Digital[image: External link] creating five different mattes for the final scene of the film—a pullback depicting the destroyed Three Mile Island—and Gavin Hood handing company Hatch Productions pictures of favelas[image: External link] as reference for the Africa scenes.[81][82]
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 Music




Composed by Harry Gregson-Williams[image: External link], the score[image: External link] for X-Men Origins: Wolverine was mixed by Malcolm Luker, engineered by Costa Kotselas, and featured Martin Tillman[image: External link] on the electric cello[image: External link].[84]

In a 2008 interview with Christopher Coleman of Tracksounds.com, Gregson-Williams said that Hood attracted him to the project, adding: "I happened to meet him at the Golden Globes[image: External link] dinner about three years ago. That night we were both nominees, but both losers. He had been nominated for Tsotsi[image: External link] and during the dinner I had spoken to him and he seemed like a really smart and creative guy...and into music. So I was really delighted when I got a call to meet him and discuss the possibilities for Wolverine."[85]

In late March 2009, Jon Burlingame of Variety[image: External link] was at the Newman Scoring Stage at 20th century-Fox to listen and report on the recording of the score.[86] Gregson-Williams conducted "a 78-piece orchestra and a 40-voice choir (20 male, 20 female)" to achieve the sound.[86] At the time of his visit, Burlingame noted that the choir was singing "stanzas from an ancient Norse poem in Old Icelandic" to underscore what would be first track, "Logan Through Time."[86] Director Gavin Hood commented on Gregson-Williams' style, saying: "Harry's challenge is to give us operatic scale, but also keep it intimate and human. Harry's music has a kind of muscular confidence and strength that is very useful for the action, but he also has tremendous soul."[86] Hood also called the recording performance "frigging brilliant!"[86]
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On March 31, 2009, a full-length DVD-quality workprint[image: External link] of the film without a timecode or watermark, with some unfinished effects shots, a different typeface for titles and casting, and alternate sound effects was leaked online.[87][88][89] The studio said it would be able to determine the source of the leak using forensic marks in the workprint. The FBI[image: External link] and MPAA[image: External link] began investigating the illegal posting.[88] Fox estimated the workprint was downloaded roughly 4.5 million times by the time Wolverine was released in theaters.[90] As of 2014, Fox estimates that a minimum of 15 million people downloaded it.[91]

The print contained a reference to Rising Sun Pictures[image: External link], an Australian visual effects company working on the film.[87] The company denied that they ever had a full copy of the film.[92] Executive producer Thomas Rothman[image: External link] noted the leaked version lacked the ten minutes added during pick-ups in January 2009.[89][92] However, the theatrical version of the film has no extra scenes that were not included in the leaked workprint.[93] Both versions run exactly 107 minutes, but director Gavin Hood[image: External link] said "another ending exists that features the film's villain."[89] The leak was traced down to a Bronx man named Gilberto Sanchez, who had bought an unlicensed DVD copy from a Korean man and later uploaded it under the name "SkillyGilly".[94][95]

Roger Friedman[image: External link], a gossip reporter for Fox News[image: External link]—a channel also owned by Fox's parent company News Corporation[image: External link]—was fired for writing a review of the film using the leaked copy he downloaded from the Internet.[96] He described how easy it was to find and download the film even if the original source of the leak was no longer available on the web. The article he wrote for his column on the Fox News website was immediately removed.[97]
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 Marketing




Among the companies which provided tie-in merchandising were 7-Eleven[image: External link],[98] Papa John's Pizza[image: External link],[99][100] and Schick[image: External link].[101] Hugh Jackman also posed as Wolverine for the Got Milk?[image: External link] campaign.[102] In February 2009, Hasbro[image: External link] released a film-related toyline[image: External link], featuring action figures[image: External link] and a glove with retractable claws.[103] In April, Marvel debuted a new comic series, Wolverine: Weapon X[image: External link], which writer Jason Aaron[image: External link] said that while not directly influenced by the film, was written considering people who would get interested in Wolverine comics after watching the film.[104]

In December 2009, Hot Toys[image: External link] released the 12 inch highly detailed figure of Wolverine based on the movie with Hugh Jackman's likeness.
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Main article: X-Men Origins: Wolverine (video game)[image: External link]


Raven Software[image: External link] developed a video game[image: External link] based on the film with the same name, which Activision Blizzard[image: External link] published.[105] Marc Guggenheim[image: External link] wrote the script,[106] while Hugh Jackman, Liev Schreiber,[107] and will.i.am voiced their characters from the film.[108] The storyline goes beyond the one from the film, including other villains from the comics such as the Sentinels[image: External link] and the Wendigo[image: External link],[109] as well as the appearance of Mystique[image: External link], who was in the other three X-Men films.[110]
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X-Men Origins: Wolverine was released on April 29, 2009, in the UK, Denmark, South Africa, and Australia; April 30, 2009 in the Philippines and in the Dominican Republic; and May 1, 2009 in the United States and Canada. A contest was held on the official website to determine the location of the world premiere on April 27. In the end, the Harkins[image: External link] at the Tempe Marketplace[image: External link] in Tempe, Arizona won the premiere.[111] The release in Mexico was delayed until the end of May due to an outbreak of H1N1 flu[image: External link] in the country.[112] On April 22, nine days before the release of the film, it was reported that X-Men Origins: Wolverine was outselling Iron Man[image: External link] "3-to-1 at the same point in the sales cycle (nine days prior to the film’s release)."[113]

During its first day of wide release, Wolverine took in an estimated $35 million,[114] with almost $5 million of that from midnight showings.[115] The earnings placed the film as the 16th highest-grossing opening day ever (22nd with ticket-price inflation).[114] It went on to be number one film at the box office with a total of $85 million.[116][117] Among summer kick-offs, it ranked fifth behind Spider-Man[image: External link], X2, Spider-Man 3[image: External link], and Iron Man and it was in the top ten of comic book adaptations.[117] The opening was lower than the last film in the franchise, X-Men: The Last Stand, as well as X2, but higher than X-Men, the first film in the series.[117]

The worldwide opening was over $158.1 million, but Fox stated that some markets underperformed, mostly due to the leaked workprint in countries with illegal downloading problems.[90] However, in an article for the "piracy issue" of Screen International[image: External link] magazine, film critic John Hazelton was doubtful of this explanation, writing that the film's initial performance was "uncertain" as the outbreak of swine flu in territories with the worst copyright infringement problems means that other territories did not compare at all.[118]

While it has received mixed reviews from critics, the film has been a financial success at the box office. According to Box Office Mojo Wolverine has grossed approximately $179,883,157 in the United States and Canada. It took in another $193,179,707 in other territories, giving it a worldwide total of $373,062,864.[3]
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On September 15, 2009, 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment released X-Men Origins: Wolverine on DVD and Blu-ray disc. The two-disc Blu-ray includes commentary by Hood, another commentary by producers Lauren Shuler Donner and Ralph Winter, the featurette "The Roots of Wolverine: A Conversation with X-Men creators Stan Lee and Len Wein", the featurette "Wolverine Unleashed: The Complete Origins", 10 character chronicles, two more featurettes, a trivia track, deleted scenes with commentary from Hood, two alternate sequences, a Fox Movie Channel premiere featurette and imdb BD Live technology. Disc two of the set includes a digital copy.[119] In addition, a Wal-Mart[image: External link] exclusive 3-disc set, which includes a standard DVD copy of the film was also released.[120] The two-DVD special edition includes the two commentaries, the featurette with Stan Lee and Len Wein, an origins featurette, deleted and alternate scenes, and an anti-smoking PSA on disc one; disc two has a digital copy of the film. The single-disc DVD release has the origins featurette and anti-smoking PSA.[119]

Wolverine was the highest selling and most rented DVD release of the week, selling over three million copies,[121] 850,000 of them on Blu-ray.[122] Through its first six weeks the DVD has sold 3.79 million copies, generating $64.27 million in sales.[123]
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 Reception




On review aggregator[image: External link] website Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 38% based on 252 reviews, with an average rating of 5.1/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Though Hugh Jackman gives his all, he can't help X-Men Origins: Wolverine overcome a cliche-ridden script and familiar narrative."[124] On Metacritic[image: External link] the film has a score of 40 out of 100, based on 39 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[125] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "B+" on an A+ to F scale.[126]

Richard Corliss[image: External link] of TIME[image: External link] commented on the film's standing among other Marvel films, saying that it is "an O.K., not great, Marvel movie that tells the early story of the prime X-Man, and attempts to make it climax in a perfect coupling with the start of the known trilogy." He also said that "superhero mythologies can be so complicated, only a lonely comic-book-reading kid could make sense of it all."[127] James Mullinger of GQ[image: External link] also commented on the structure of the story in saying that the "film clumsily tries to explain the origins of James [Howlett], AKA Wolverine, which had wisely only ever been briefly referred to in the original X-Men saga. In doing so, it creates a fairly bland plot which is full of holes."[128] Lou Lumenick of the New York Post[image: External link] was generally more favorable towards Origins, stating "Fortunately, Jackman is well-matched with Schreiber, who can sneer with the best of them and wears fangs well. The two have three spectacular battles together before squaring off against a formidable enemy atop a nuclear reactor."[129] Peter Rainer of The Christian Science Monitor[image: External link] also praised Jackman's performance, saying that "Hugh Jackman demonstrates that you can segue effortlessly from a tuxedoed song-and-dance man at the Oscars to a feral gent with adamantium claws and berserker rage."[130] Claudia Puig of USA Today[image: External link] considered the movie "well-acted, with spectacular action and witty one-liners".[131]

Roger Ebert[image: External link] gave the film two stars out of four and expressed his views on the title character: "Why should I care about this guy? He feels no pain and nothing can kill him, so therefore he's essentially a story device for action sequences."[132] James Berardinelli[image: External link] gave Wolverine two and a half stars out of four, calling the action scenes competently executed but not memorable, and considering that when dealing with Wolverine's past "there's little creativity evident in the way those blanks are filled in", and that the revelations made Wolverine "less compelling".[133] Comparatively, Bill Gibron of AMC[image: External link]'s Filmcritic.com website gave the film a positive "4.0 out of 5 stars," saying that although Hugh Jackman is "capable of carrying even the most mediocre effort, he singlehandedly makes X-Men Origins: Wolverine an excellent start to the summer 2009 season." He predicted "there will be purists who balk at how Hood and his screenwriters mangle and manipulate the mythology;" and further said that "any ending which leaves several characters unexplained and unaccounted for can't really seal the full entertainment deal."[134]

Regarding Wolverine within the context of the X-Men film series, Tom Charity of CNN[image: External link] commented: "Serviceable but inescapably redundant, this Wolverine movie does just enough to keep the X-Men franchise on life support, but the filmmakers will have to come up with some evolutionary changes soon if it's going to escape X-tinction."[135] Similarly, A. O. Scott[image: External link] of The New York Times[image: External link] expressed that "X-Men Origins: Wolverine will most likely manage to cash in on the popularity of the earlier episodes, but it is the latest evidence that the superhero movie is suffering from serious imaginative fatigue."[136] On a more negative note, Philip French of The Observer[image: External link] said that the film's "dull, bone-crushing, special-effects stuff" is "of interest only to hardcore fans who've probably read it all in Marvel comics."[137]

Sukhdev Sandhu of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] stated that "Wolverine is an artificial stimulus package of the most unsatisfying kind. Aggressively advertised and hyped to the hills, it will no doubt attract full houses at first; after that though, when word-of-mouth buzz-kill goes into overdrive, there’s bound to be widespread deflation and a palpable feeling of being conned."[138] Similarly, Orlando Parfitt of IGN (UK) praised the performances of the actors and the action scenes, but stated that the film felt underdeveloped: "There's an enjoyable time to be had with Wolverine, but it's also somewhat unsatisfying."[139] Furthermore, Scott Mendelson of The Huffington Post gave the film a grade of "D", noting that "Wolverine was the lead character of [the X-Men] films, and we've already learned everything we need to know from the films in said franchise," adding that "the extra information given here actually serves to make the character of Logan/Wolverine less interesting."[140] Steven Rea[image: External link] also felt that the film injured the character by proving that "how the hero acquired his special powers turns out to be a whole lot less interesting than what he does with them", while also being "a mash-up of meaningless combat sequences (meaningless because Logan/Wolverine is just about unstoppable), sub-par visual effects, template backstory, and some goofy Liev Schreiber-as-a-villain thespianizing".[141]

Hugh Jackman later confessed being unhappy with the final result of X-Men Origins: Wolverine. The actor wanted primarily a film that would deepen the Wolverine character, but “somehow the first Wolverine movie ended up looking like the fourth X-Men — just with different characters.” He tried to avert the same results while doing the next solo film for the character, 2013's The Wolverine[image: External link].[142]
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 In Literature




Two cases [143][144] exist of adolescents injecting themselves with elemental mercury after having seen X-Men Origins: Wolverine and incorrectly believing this would convert their bones metal similar to Wolverine.
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 Sequels




Wolverine was set to be the first of a series of X-Men Origins prequels, with the other being focused on Magneto[image: External link].[145] However, X-Men Origins: Magneto entered development hell[image: External link] and was eventually canceled. X-Men: First Class[image: External link], released in 2011, was another prequel to the series. Set in 1962, the film features a young Professor X and Magneto and the foundation of the X-Men.[146][147] In 2013, a second Wolverine film was released titled The Wolverine[image: External link], set years after the events of X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link], but mostly serving as a stand-alone sequel[image: External link].[148] The follow-up to First Class, 2014's X-Men: Days of Future Past, was confirmed to erase the events of X-Men Origins: Wolverine through retroactive continuity[image: External link], save for the opening sequence.[149]

A third Wolverine film titled Logan[image: External link] was released on March 3, 2017. It is Hugh Jackman[image: External link]'s last time portraying the character.[150] The 2016 spin-off film Deadpool features Ryan Reynolds reprising his role as the title character. Several jokes are aimed at the expense of Reynolds' version of Deadpool in X-Men Origins due to the negative reaction of the character's portrayal.[151]
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Deadpool (film)






Deadpool is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] directed by Tim Miller[image: External link] and written by Rhett Reese[image: External link] and Paul Wernick[image: External link], based on the Marvel Comics character of the same name. It is the eighth installment and a spin-off[image: External link] in the X-Men film series, and stars Ryan Reynolds as the titular character, as well as Morena Baccarin[image: External link], Ed Skrein, T. J. Miller[image: External link], Gina Carano[image: External link], Leslie Uggams[image: External link], Brianna Hildebrand[image: External link], and Stefan Kapičić[image: External link]. In the film, antihero[image: External link] Deadpool hunts the man who nearly destroyed his life while also trying to reunite with his lost love.

Development began in February 2004 with New Line Cinema[image: External link], but moved in March 2005 to 20th Century Fox[image: External link] who bought the film rights. In May 2009, after Reynolds portrayed the character in X-Men Origins: Wolverine, to the general disappointment of fans, Fox lent the film to writers, and Miller was hired for his directorial debut in April 2011. Enthusiastic acclaim for leaked CGI test footage by Miller in July 2014 led to Fox greenlighting the film in September. Additional casting began in early 2015, and principal photography[image: External link] commenced in Vancouver from March to May.

Deadpool premiered in Paris on February 8, 2016, and was released on February 12 in the United States in IMAX[image: External link], DLP[image: External link], D-Box[image: External link], and premium large format. Critics praised Reynolds' performance as well as the film's style, faithful depiction of the titular character, and action sequences, but criticized its plot as formulaic. It received various awards and nominations[image: External link], including two Golden Globe Award nominations for Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link] and Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link], and a Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Theatrical Motion Picture. It also won two Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] for Best Comedy[image: External link] and Best Actor in a Comedy.

The film was also a significant commercial success, grossing over $783 million worldwide and breaking numerous box-office records, becoming the ninth highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link], the highest-grossing R-rated film of all time when unadjusted for inflation, and the highest-grossing X-Men film. Shortly after the film's success, Fox ordered development of a sequel scheduled to be released on June 1, 2018.



TOP
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 Plot




The film is presented in a nonlinear[image: External link] narrative, jumping between the present and past. This is a linear summary of the plot.

Wade Wilson, a former special forces[image: External link] operative working as a criminal enforcer, meets a prostitute named Vanessa[image: External link] at a bar. The two develop a relationship, and a year later Wilson proposes marriage. However, he is then diagnosed with liver[image: External link], lung[image: External link], prostate[image: External link], and brain cancer[image: External link].

A recruiter whom Wilson dub "Agent Smith" from a covert organization approaches him and promises him abilities that will cure his cancer. Despite Vanessa's love, Wilson dislikes the thought of her watching him waste away, and he leaves her in the middle of the night to take the offer from "Agent Smith."

He is taken to a remote laboratory where he meets Ajax[image: External link] and Angel Dust[image: External link], whom he instantly hates. Ajax injects a mutation-activating serum into Wilson and subjects him to daily torture to activate it, but Wilson's body fails to respond to numerous different tortures. After Wilson then finds out Ajax's real name is Francis and mocks him, Ajax devises the worst torture yet: repeated asphyxiation in an oxygen chamber. This causes Wade to develop a fourth wall[image: External link] awareness and an accelerated healing factor[image: External link] that cures his cancer, but leaves him disfigured with burn-like scars over his entire body. Ajax reveals to Wilson that the laboratory does not actually activate mutant powers to make superheroes[image: External link], but instead fits them with control collars to be sold as "super slaves". Wilson finds a way to escape his confines and destroy the lab. He fights Ajax, but relents when Ajax claims he can repair Wilson's appearance. Ajax then impales him with a rebar[image: External link] and leaves him for dead in the burning building.

Wilson survives and attempts to return to Vanessa, but is afraid of her reaction to his disfigurement after people on the streets appear to be scared by his appearance. After consulting his best friend Weasel[image: External link], Wilson begins the task of tracking down Ajax to get the cure. He becomes a masked vigilante, adopts the alter ego "Deadpool", and resides with an elderly blind woman, Al[image: External link]. Following a string of leads after massacring prominent members of Ajax's empire, including Smith, Deadpool tracks Ajax to a convoy on an expressway. He executes the numerous convoy guards, subdues Ajax, and demands the cure to his disfigurement. He is interrupted by Colossus[image: External link] and Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link], who try to convince him to join the X-Men[image: External link], and Ajax escapes. Deadpool incapacitates himself trying to fight Colossus and is captured, but escapes by severing his own hand, which later regenerates.

Ajax and Angel Dust go to Weasel's bar and learn about Vanessa. Weasel warns Wilson that she is in danger, and they go to the strip club where she works to warn her, but Deadpool hesitates. Ajax and Angel Dust abduct Vanessa and tell Wilson to meet them at a decommissioned helicarrier[image: External link] in a scrapyard. Deadpool persuades Colossus and Negasonic to help him rescue Vanessa. They travel to the scrapyard and battle Ajax, Angel Dust, and their team of mercenaries. As Colossus and Negasonic fight Angel Dust, Deadpool kills most of the mercenaries and engages Ajax in hand-to-hand combat atop the helicarrier. Negasonic accidentally destroys the equipment stabilizing the helicarrier during the fight, tipping it and scattering Ajax and Deadpool. As Colossus carries Negasonic and Angel to safety, Deadpool saves Vanessa and incapacitates Ajax. When Deadpool demands that Ajax "repair" him, Ajax laughs and reveals that there is no cure. Deadpool kills Ajax in response, despite Colossus pleading with him not to. Vanessa is initially furious with Wade for abandoning her, but they reconcile after she learns why he did not return.

In a post-credits scene[image: External link] that spoofs Ferris Bueller's Day Off[image: External link]'s post-credits scene, Deadpool tells the audience that the film is over and announces a sequel to his film featuring Cable[image: External link].
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Ryan Reynolds as Wade Wilson / Deadpool: An insolent mercenary who is subjected to an experimental regenerative mutation to cure his cancer[image: External link], which gives him accelerated healing superpowers but severely scars his body. Reynolds called this version of Deadpool more "authentic" and closer to the comic version than his X-Men Origins: Wolverine version,[5][6] saying that this Deadpool "takes nothing seriously."[7] Like his comic book counterpart, Deadpool frequently breaks the fourth wall[image: External link], addressing the audience, commenting about the film's production, and referring to other Marvel films.

	
Morena Baccarin[image: External link] as Vanessa[image: External link]: An escort and Wilson's fiance.[8][9] Baccarin described her as "scrappy, she's not worried about her hair and her nails or messing around. She gets down and dirty and she's not a victim, she's not a damsel in distress[image: External link]."

	
Ed Skrein as Francis Freeman / Ajax[image: External link]: An artificially mutated member of Weapon X[image: External link], the program that creates Deadpool.[10] Ajax is a weapons expert, with enhanced reflexes and immunity to pain.[11] According to director Tim Miller[image: External link], Skrein did "80%" of his own stunts, with stunt doubles only used for rigged stunts.[12]


	
T. J. Miller[image: External link] as Weasel[image: External link]: Wilson's best friend, the owner of a bar frequented by mercenaries.[13][14] Describing the character, T.J. Miller said that Weasel "looks like his superhero power is spilling mustard on his shirt. Or who was bitten by a radioactive spider as a child". He initially attempted to give the character a facial tic, but Tim Miller rejected the idea. On casting T.J. Miller, producer Simon Kinberg[image: External link] explained that the film has "a main character who is so outrageous and irreverent, we needed someone who could keep up with Ryan. We knew that T.J. would bring that."[15]


	
Gina Carano[image: External link] as Angel Dust[image: External link]: An artificially mutated member of Weapon X who possesses superhuman levels of strength, stamina, and speed.[16] Carano was given "some room to play with" the characterization of Angel Dust, and said that the character "trusts Ajax with everything. She pretty much only really responds to him. He... kinda created me and showed me everything. And I do the same thing to everyone else."[17]


	
Leslie Uggams[image: External link] as Blind Al[image: External link]: An elderly blind woman and Deadpool's roommate.[18] Uggams said that Al has "been through British Intelligence, she's done all kinds of wild and crazy things. She had sight at one time, but she lost her sight. But she's adjusted very well... She's old, but she's feisty." On Al's relationship with Deadpool, Uggams said that Al "loves being a part of" Wade's double life and "loves the danger part of him".[19]


	
Brianna Hildebrand[image: External link] as Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link]: A teenage X-Men[image: External link] trainee with the mutant power to detonate atomic bursts from her body.[20] The writers chose to use the character based on her name, and changed her abilities from telepathic and precognitive powers to "a literal warhead because we thought it was funnier." To do this, Miller obtained permission from Marvel Studios[image: External link] president Kevin Feige[image: External link],[21] in exchange for the rights to Ego the Living Planet[image: External link], who is featured in Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2[image: External link].[22]


	
Stefan Kapičić[image: External link] as Piotr Rasputin / Colossus[image: External link]: An X-Men member with the mutant ability to transform his entire body into organic steel. The role was originally offered to Daniel Cudmore[image: External link] who played the character in X2[image: External link], X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link], and X-Men: Days of Future Past, but he declined because he did not want his voice dubbed over by a different actor performing a Russian accent, as he is portrayed in the comics.[12] Therefore, Colossus became a whole new interpretation than previously portrayed in the series, with a performance by several actors closer to the image of Colossus in the comics: Kapičić provided the voice,[23] Andre Tricoteux[image: External link] provided the on-set performance,[24] T. J. Storm provided the final body motion performance,[24] motion capture supervisor Greg LaSalle provided the final facial performance,[25] and Glenn Ennis was used as "the inspiration for the [character's] chiseled-jaw look".[24]




Additionally, Karan Soni[image: External link] portrays the taxi driver Dopinder,[26] and Jed Rees[image: External link] portrays a Weapon X recruiter that Wade consistently refers to as "Agent Smith[image: External link]".[12] X-Men co-creator Stan Lee[image: External link] and Deadpool co-creator Rob Liefeld[image: External link] make cameo appearances as a strip club MC and a patron of Weasel's bar, respectively.[27][28] Green Lantern whom Reynolds previously portrayed makes a cameo in the beginning. Isaac C. Singleton Jr.[image: External link] portrays Boothe, a tough patron at Weasel's bar. Rob Hayter briefly appears as Bob[image: External link], a recurring character in Deadpool's comic appearances.[28] The film does not reference Bob's comic history as an agent of Hydra[image: External link] due to rights issues with Marvel Studios.[29] Nathan Fillion[image: External link] filmed a small, unused cameo as a man who offers Wade a napkin when Wade returns to the strip club to see Vanessa; it can be seen as "No 5 Bathroom" in the published version's deleted scenes.[30]
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Artisan Entertainment[image: External link] announced a deal with Marvel Entertainment[image: External link] to co-produce, finance, and distribute a film based on Deadpool in May 2000,[32] while New Line Cinema[image: External link] attempted to produce a Deadpool film in February 2004, with David S. Goyer working on the script and Ryan Reynolds in the title role;[33][34] Reynolds became interested in the character after discovering that Deadpool refers to his own appearance as "Ryan Reynolds crossed with a Shar-Pei[image: External link]" in Cable & Deadpool[image: External link].[35][36] By August, Goyer lost interest in favor of other projects.[37] In March 2005, after New Line put Deadpool in turnaround[image: External link], 20th Century Fox became interested in the project.[38]

Fox began moving on a Deadpool spin-off early in the development of X-Men Origins: Wolverine, which had Reynolds as Deadpool in its cast,[33] and after the opening weekend success of that film announced that it was lending Deadpool out to writers, with Lauren Shuler Donner[image: External link] producing the project.[39] Donner wanted the film to reboot the character of Deadpool, ignoring the version in X-Men Origins: Wolverine and including attributes that the character has in the comics, such as breaking the fourth wall[image: External link].[40] Rhett Reese[image: External link] and Paul Wernick[image: External link] were hired to write the script in January 2010,[41] and in a month an early draft leaked online,[42] garnering a positive response from fans that prompted Fox to grant a small budget for test footage.[43] Robert Rodriguez[image: External link] was sent another early draft of the screenplay in June 2010,[44] but negotiations fell through, and Tim Miller[image: External link] was eventually hired as director, in April 2011.[45] Adam Berg[image: External link] was also in the running to direct at one point.[46]

In July 2014, the test footage for the film, which had been created with visual effects in 2012 and starred Reynolds through motion capture, was leaked online.[47][48] Blur Studio[image: External link], the company that created the test footage, subsequently released it officially.[49] The footage received an overwhelmingly enthusiastic response online,[48] and in September 2014, Fox gave Deadpool a release date of February 12, 2016.[50] Kinberg confirmed a month later that Deadpool would be part of the X-Men shared cinematic universe.[51] Over the years of development, Reese and Wernick wrote additional versions of the script, including a PG-13 version. During the writing process, both James Cameron[image: External link] and David Fincher[image: External link] read early versions of the script, and each of them went to Fox and told them they needed to greenlight the movie, helping to get it out of development hell[image: External link].[52] Reese felt that ultimately, "about seventy percent" of the initial draft ended up in the final film.[53] Changes during rewrites include the removal of the Marvel characters Garrison Kane[image: External link] and Cannonball[image: External link] from the film, due to budgetary concerns over the required CGI[image: External link] for his cybernetic arms, and the perception of a "stupid hick[image: External link] character", respectively.[12] Wyre[image: External link], initially an additional villain, was also cut,[54] with the three replaced by Angel Dust[image: External link].[55] Plans to have the Marvel superhero Cable[image: External link] appear were halted when it was decided that he would work better in a potential sequel.[54]

Reynolds "100 percent" attributed Fox's greenlighting of the film for production to the test footage leak, stating, after being asked who had leaked it, "I would have, if I had known it would have caused that!...Now, we get to make the movie. We don't get to make it with the budget of most superhero movies, but we get to make it the way we want to make it."[56] Reese admitted that about $7 million was deducted from the budget ostensibly last-minute, forcing further rewrites.[55] Miller, who made his directorial debut[image: External link] with Deadpool,[45] has been credited by both Reynolds and motion capture supervisor Greg LaSalle with making efficient use of the budget, for example waiting to work on the CGI for Colossus[image: External link] until after the film was edited, cutting down on the cost of post-production.[57][58] Producer Simon Kinberg[image: External link] was paid a $2 million salary upfront, then another $38 million after the film made $782 million worldwide.[59]
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In December 2014, Reynolds was confirmed to reprise his role as Wade Wilson / Deadpool.[60] The next month, T. J. Miller[image: External link] and Ed Skrein were in talks to appear in the film;[61] in February 2015, Gina Carano[image: External link] was cast as Angel Dust[image: External link], Miller was confirmed for an unspecified role, and so was Morena Baccarin[image: External link].[8][16] Taylor Schilling[image: External link], Crystal Reed[image: External link], Rebecca Rittenhouse[image: External link], Sarah Greene[image: External link], and Jessica De Gouw[image: External link] were also considered for Baccarin's role.[62] In March, Miller's role was revealed to be Weasel[image: External link],[14] while Baccarin's was revealed to be Vanessa Carlysle[image: External link].[9][63] Brianna Hildebrand[image: External link] was cast as Negasonic Teenage Warhead[image: External link],[20] and a month later Skrein revealed that he would play Ajax[image: External link].[11] Leslie Uggams[image: External link] revealed she would portray Blind Al[image: External link] in July,[18] and Tim Miller revealed that Jed Rees[image: External link] would portray the Recruiter in August.[12] Stefan Kapičić[image: External link] voiced Colossus[image: External link],[23] replacing Daniel Cudmore[image: External link], who played the character in previous X-Men films. Cudmore was asked to return for Deadpool, but declined as his voice was always intended to be replaced.[12][64]

Talking about the make-up used to depict the scarring on Wilson's body, Tim Miller said, "There was some discussion about how horrible we could make it, and I firmly planted my flag in 'fucking horrible', because if it isn't, nobody's going to excuse him for being such a dick and being so angry. If it's just a few scars we're not going to have any sympathy for him. To Fox's credit they were like, 'Go for it.' But that said, we didn't want to make him a zombie, which some of the comics go pretty far with. I'm all for authenticity but you can't have a main character who's leaking pus. You don't want to see inside his mouth when he's chewing, that's a bridge too far. I think he looks suitably hideous. And that's not the only stage of the make-up: when we first see him in the workshop it's pretty raw." Elaborating on the initial make-up scene in the workshop, Miller stated that it took 6 hours to apply Reynolds' full-body make-up.[12] Also, visual effects supervisor Jonathan Rothbart discussed the practical costume created for Deadpool, noting that it was difficult to replicate later in CGI for the visual effects: "The costume is made of this mesh so all the dirt would get into the gutters and the cracks and crevices of the costume. Then all the ridges of the mesh would stay nice and clean, so anytime sun would be on it and the light hits it, it still takes that orangey hue but as soon as it goes in the shadow it dropped to this more blueish of the dirt."[24]
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Principal photography[image: External link] commenced on March 23, 2015, in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada,[66] and ended on May 29, 2015.[67] Ken Seng served as director of photography on the film, while Robert Alonzo and Philip J. Silvera were the stunt coordinators[image: External link].[24] The production hired over 2,000 local people as actors, extras, and crew members.[68] Reynolds stated that inspiration for the fight between Deadpool and Ajax in the latter's laboratory came from the sauna showdown in David Cronenberg[image: External link]'s Eastern Promises[image: External link].[69]
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Visual effects for Deadpool were produced by Digital Domain[image: External link], Atomic Fiction, Blur Studio, Weta Digital[image: External link], Rodeo FX[image: External link], Luma Pictures[image: External link], and Image Engine[image: External link], with many of the effects tools provided from Adobe Systems[image: External link]. While the vendors mostly worked on individual areas of the film, there was some collaboration, particularly in the final battle sequence which takes place in the wreckage of an aircraft carrier, and in which Luma created the climactic fight between Deadpool and Ajax; Digital Domain created the majority of the Colossus effects, except for when he is damaged later on, for which he was created by Blur Studio; Digital Domain also created the effects for Negasonic Teenage Warhead's abilities as well as parts of the deck of the aircraft carrier; Rodeo contributed matte paintings[image: External link] for the background; and Weta provided the facial animation for Deadpool. Additionally, when Deadpool is stabbed in the head during the fight and hallucinates "cartoon characters that dance around his face", Miller found a "French animation artist who had a unique style and did all the 2D work" which the visual effects team then composited into the shots.[24] The aircraft carrier was designed as a " helicarrier[image: External link]", though it is not named as such in the film due to rights issues with Marvel Studios.[70][71]

For the earlier freeway battle, expanded from the similar sequence in the test footage, Atomic Fiction created a freeway environment with a city backdrop, based on plates shot in Detroit[image: External link], along with all the vehicles, with vehicle interiors and some character actions filmed on a greenscreen stage. Elements of Chicago[image: External link] and Vancouver were also included in the city environment, while some of the live-action stunts filmed for the sequence include a stuntman lying on a treadmill to simulate being dragged by a vehicle, and stuntmen riding greenscreen rigs to simulate the riding of motorcycles. For the film's opening title sequence, Blur Studio used assets from Atomic to create "a constant pullback inside the car that reveals all the thugs Deadpool is fighting, and he's pulling a wedgie on one of the guys, putting his fingers into the eyes of another dude." The sequence is described as an "85 second full CG frozen moment mid-freeway crash that's populated with titles such as 'Directed by an overpaid tool' and 'Produced by asshats'".[24]

Concerning Colossus, Miller felt, as a fan of the comic's character, said that the "dude with the shiny skin" from the previous X-Men films was "not fucking Colossus...He should be this monstrous guy, and they actually let me ['change the look of him' and] make him seven-and-a-half feet tall."[12] Digital Domain ultimately created the completely CGI character using the facial performance of motion capture supervisor Greg LaSalle and the body motion performance of T. J. Storm, replacing on-set performer Andre Tricoteux, who often "wore platform shoes or an extra hat-piece or be on a platform to be even taller" meaning "he couldn't move too athletically", especially during fight sequences. For the character's metallic finish, the visual effects team sought out specific reference to avoid making him look too "chromey", by visiting a metal company with "a whole bunch of different samples of different types of steels." Cold rolled steel[image: External link] was settled on as the primary look, with the much darker hot rolled steel[image: External link] chosen for his hair. To keep Colossus's ridges and lines always perfectly straight, as in the comic books, the animators were able to move them rather than have them 'locked' to the animated model, which was causing them to "get all squiggly and strange" as the character moved. Digital Domain's Colossus asset was also used by Blur Studio, who created the character for a scene in which he is in a cab[image: External link] as well as providing the damaged version of the character for the final battle sequence.[24]

Rather than animate every shot of Deadpool to show the character "emoting", deemed necessary due to the amount of Reynolds' emotion coming through the bottom of the Deadpool mask while a "solid shell" was formed from the upper lip up (an effect described as 'chinwagging'), which would not have been feasible considering the film's budget, Weta Digital instead warped each shot of Deadpool based on facial references provided by Reynolds, which was called an "ingenious 2D-ish solution". Image Engine used a similar process for the film's promotional materials. For the character's initial transformation, where a "horrifying skin scar effect" is used, Rodeo FX referenced rotting fruit and maggot-eaten meat. Rodeo also augmented the practical fire and environment used in the sequence, with Rodeo FX visual effects supervisor Wayne Brinton noting that rather than just layering on more fire as the scene goes along, the vendor made more things burn, to show a progression in the burning down of the building and to avoid the fire looking "flat". Additionally, when the character rips off his burning clothes, Rodeo added a CGI penis to Reynolds, which "wasn't meant to be comedic – it was one of those things that's when it's there it looks so natural that you don't even notice it. When it wasn't there it looked really weird."[24]

Deadpool relied heavily on practical, make-up, and digital effects to create its R-rated blood and gore, with Luma Pictures one of the main vendors responsible for this. Visual effects were used for the more complex blood and gore, while footage of pressurized PVC piping 'spewing out' practical blood and gore was also composited into the film for some sequences. For the scene where Deadpool cuts off his own hand, Digital Domain did not want to be "outdone" by Luma, and so had "buckets of blood pouring out". Luma also created the regrowing hand, which was based on the hand of a fetus.[24]
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Main article: Deadpool (Original Motion Picture Soundtrack)[image: External link]


Junkie XL[image: External link], credited by his legal name Tom Holkenborg, composed the score for Deadpool, using synthesizers made popular in the 80s that "were perceived as very serious [at the time, but] now, in hindsight, when you play them back, they're very funny." For Deadpool's primary 'riffs', Holkenborg utilizes the ARP 2600[image: External link] synth and a Synclavier[image: External link], while an Oberheim[image: External link] was used for emotionally-focused scenes. A complete orchestra was used for the X-Men to give them a "noble" feeling and to honor the previous X-Men films.[72] The film's soundtrack also incorporates several songs, including "Deadpool Rap" by YouTube personalities[image: External link] TeamHeadKick, inspired by the 2013 video game[image: External link], but was revised to fit the movie's events instead.[73] The soundtrack album was released digitally on February 12, 2016, and physically through Milan Records[image: External link], on March 4, featuring both Holkenborg's score and songs from other artists that are used in the film.[74]

On April 27, a secondary soundtrack was released titled, Deadpool Reloaded: More Music From the Motion Picture which featured more tracks and remixes.[75]
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Deadpool made its world premiere at the Grand Rex[image: External link] in Paris on February 8, 2016.[76] Deadpool was released on February 10, 2016, in the United Kingdom and February 12, 2016, in North America.[50][77] The film was released in various formats such as IMAX[image: External link], DLP[image: External link], premium large formats and D-Box[image: External link].[78] However, it was denied a theatrical release in China and Uzbekistan[image: External link] due to its content, for violence, nudity and graphic language.[79][80] In India, it received an "A" certificate by the Central Board of Film Certification[image: External link] after seven cuts.[81] It opened Tuesday, February 9, in Hong Kong[image: External link], and in 7 additional markets on Wednesday, February 10, including the United Kingdom and Ireland, France, Taiwan, the Philippines, Belgium and Singapore[image: External link]. 39 other markets, including Australia, Argentina and Brazil, opened on Thursday, February 11, and 23 more markets bowed on Friday, February 12, including the United States and Canada and India.[82] The film also opened in South Korea, Italy, Spain, and Japan in the following weekends.[82]
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In July 2015, director Miller and several cast members attended the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con to present the trailer of the film, which received a standing ovation[image: External link] from attendees who requested that it be played again.[83] Graeme McMillan of The Hollywood Reporter opined that Deadpool "looks like the first movie that talks to the fan audience in their own language", and praised the meta humor[image: External link] of the trailer,[84] while Business Insider[image: External link]'s Joshua Rivera gave the trailer a positive review for being "faithful to the source material", as well as for its humor and action.[85]

In December 2015, Fox launched a viral marketing[image: External link] campaign titled "The 12 days of Deadpool", which consisted of one website posting new info about the film each day, with the culmination of a new trailer released on Christmas[image: External link] Day.[86] The general marketing campaign for the film has garnered a positive reaction in the media;[87][88] two particular items noted as effective were a campaign to feign Deadpool as a Valentine's Day[image: External link] romance film,[89] and a billboard only containing the emoji[image: External link] "💀💩L" which journalists called "dumb, yet hilarious".[90]

On January 19, 2016, two supposed screenings of yet unseen footage in New York and Los Angeles turned out to be surprise screenings of the entire film;[91] Screen Rant noted that fan reactions to the film were "overwhelmingly positive".[92]

Reynolds promoted the film's DVD release with a guest appearance on the YouTube[image: External link] channel Screen Junkies[image: External link], which makes "Honest Trailers" of films, costumed and characterized as Deadpool. The newspaper The Guardian[image: External link] described it as "Deadpool cheerfully pop[ping] up to offer wisecracking commentary on Honest Trailer's wisecracking commentary … on his own wisecracking commentary in the movie itself". Reynolds commented that he is a fan of the web series, and that the custom credits at the beginning of the film were taken from a similar section of those videos.[93]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Home media




Deadpool was released on digital HD on April 26, 2016; and was released on DVD and Blu-ray[image: External link] on May 10, 2016.[94][95]
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Deadpool grossed $363.1 million in the United States and Canada and $420 million in other countries for a worldwide total of $783.1 million, against a budget of $58 million.[4] Worldwide, it was the ninth highest-grossing film of 2016[image: External link],[96] the highest-grossing worldwide R-rated film of all time (surpassing The Matrix Reloaded[image: External link]'s $742 million - The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] is still the highest grossing R-rated domestic release),[97][98] the highest-grossing X-Men film (surpassing X-Men: Days of Future Past's $747.9 million),[99] and the highest-grossing 20th Century Fox film not directed by either James Cameron[image: External link] or George Lucas[image: External link].[100] It had a worldwide opening of $264.9 million from 62 markets, which was the biggest of 2016 (now the third biggest), the biggest for an R-rated film, and the second biggest for Fox, only behind Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith ($303.9 million).[101][102] It recorded the biggest IMAX 2D worldwide opening of all time with $27.4 million from 606 IMAX theaters, eclipsing The Dark Knight Rises ($23.8 million).[103][104] The film became a massive box office blockbuster hit and a very profitable production for the studio, a surprise to some considering that the film was rated R, was not released in China, and was only shown in 2D and IMAX[image: External link] format in contrast to most superhero films also shown in 3D[image: External link].[97][105] Deadline.com[image: External link] calculated the net profit of the film to be $322 million, when factoring together all expenses and revenues for the film, making it the 2nd most profitable release of 2016.[106]
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Deadpool box office records



	R-rated opening weekend
	$132.7 million[103]




	Biggest 20th Century Fox opening



	Biggest IMAX 2D and R-rated opening



	Biggest Feature directorial debut



	Biggest IMAX February gross domestic
	$8.9 million[107]




	Biggest Valentine's Day/Presidents Day
	$150 million[103][108]




	Largest January/February opening
	$132.7 million[103]




	February opening day
	$47.5 million[109]




	Biggest IMAX February gross international
	$18.6 million[107]




	R-rated IMAX preview
	$2.3 million[109]




	February IMAX preview



	Biggest Thursday night R-rated film
	$12.7 million[103]




	Biggest Friday R-rated film
	$47.5 million[103]




	Biggest Saturday R-rated film
	$42.6 million[110]




	Biggest Sunday R-rated film



	Biggest PLF R-rated opening
	$17.6 million[103]




	Ryan Reynolds' career opening weekend
	$132.7 million[110]




	Holiday/Long weekend opening weekend



	
X-Men opening weekend



	
X-Men four-day opening weekend
	$150 million[110]




	Winter season opening weekend
	$132.7 million[111]




	Highest-grossing R-rated film of all time
	$783.1 million[110]





In the United States and Canada, pre-release tracking originally suggested the film would open to $55–65 million from 3,557 theaters in its opening weekend and up to $75 million over the four-day Presidents' Day[image: External link] weekend, outstripping the projections for fellow newcomers Zoolander 2[image: External link] and How to Be Single[image: External link]. Tracking also showed that the film would do well with both males and females.[112] However, once the film approached its opening day, estimates rose to as high as a $100+ million three-day opening and going as high as a $120 million for the four-day opening.[113][114] However, Fox was being conservative, projecting a three-day opening similar to other superhero movies, such as Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link] ($94.3 million) and Captain America: The Winter Soldier[image: External link] ($95 million).[115] The film has the added benefit of playing across 374 IMAX screens and 475 premium large format screens.[2] It made $12.7 million from its Thursday night previews from 2,975 theaters, setting records for the biggest R-rated[image: External link] and February previews, respectively beating The Hangover Part II[image: External link] ($10.4 million) and Fifty Shades of Grey[image: External link] ($8.6 million).[116][117] Of that, $2.3 million came from IMAX showings, for a per screen average of $6,200, which is the sixth biggest IMAX preview ever.[116] This broke the record for the biggest February and R-rated IMAX previews.[117]

Buoyed by good word of mouth[image: External link], it exceeded expectations on its opening day, earning $47.4 million, breaking the records for the biggest R-rated opening day and the biggest February opening day. It also became the biggest R-rated single day and the second-biggest opening and single day ever for a 20th Century Fox film, behind the $50 million Thursday debut of Star Wars: Episode III – Revenge of the Sith.[118] Only 14% of its Friday gross came from PLF screens, which grossed $6.4 million, of which Cinemark XD[image: External link] made $1.6 million.[119] While some films witnessed a drop of at least a third in their second day, Deadpool dropped just -10% on its second day to $42.61 million,[119] and rose +0.2% on its third ($46.68 million).[120] Earning a total of $132.4 million in its opening weekend, it broke the record for the biggest R-rated opening of all time, the biggest February opening, the biggest opening for Fox, and the biggest opening of Reynolds' career.[121] PLF screens represented 13% ($17.6 million) of that gross from 465 screens, setting a new record.[119] Furthermore, it scored the second biggest opening ever for the first installment of a superhero property, behind Disney/Marvel's The Avengers ($207.4 million); the second biggest non-sequel opening, behind The Hunger Games ($152.5 million)[122] — or third biggest if Marvel's The Avengers is included,[123] the third biggest pre-summer season (which starts in May) opening, behind The Hunger Games ($152.5 million) and Furious 7[image: External link] ($147.2 million);[119] the fifth-biggest for a Marvel property film,[124] the seventh-biggest comic book adpatations opening,[125] and the eighth-biggest long holiday opening (irrespective of the number of days with four days in terms of Deadpool).[123] It became the 36th film to open above $100 million, and the first R-rated film to do so.[118]

It is also the earliest film in a year to open with over $100 million. The previous record holder, Alice in Wonderland[image: External link] (2010), opened with $116.1 million in the first weekend of March 2010.[126] $18.4 million came from 374 IMAX plays, setting records for February as well as for R-rated openings. This is also the biggest 2D IMAX opening, behind The Dark Knight Rises, and the fourth biggest of all time.[104][119] Males comprised a bulk of the audience demographics during its opening weekend with 62%, while females comprised 38% with 47% of the audience being under the age of 25.[104] For its four-day Presidents' Day weekend, it earned $152.19 million, breaking records for the biggest four-day Presidents' Day opening as well as single weekend gross, breaking the $93 million made by Fifty Shades of Grey in 2015.[127] Its four-day holiday opening weekend alone made it the biggest R-rated comic book superhero movie (surpassing Wanted[image: External link]), the biggest R-rated costumed superhero comic book movie (surpassing Watchmen[image: External link]), and the second biggest R-rated comic book adaptation of all time (behind 300).[123][125] It also did exceptionally well in IMAX and premium large formats screens, with 31% or $46.9 million (of the $152.1 million) coming from the said formats. It earned around $27.4 million (18%) in IMAX and about $19.5 million (13%) in PLF auditoriums.[122]

Following its record breaking openings, Deadpool scored the biggest February Monday by earning $19.76 million,[128] and the biggest February Tuesday ever with $11.56 million (breaking The Vow[image: External link]'s record)[128] and in just five days, it surpassed the lifetime total of X-Men[image: External link], X-Men: First Class[image: External link], and The Wolverine[image: External link][129] and in one week, it surpassed X-Men Origins: Wolverine.[130] On its ninth day of release, it passed the $200 million mark, becoming the fastest R-rated film to cross that mark. By comparison, the previous record holder, The Matrix Reloaded, took 11 days.[131][132][133] It topped the box office for the second weekend[image: External link] after falling by 57.4% to $56.4 million from 3,722 theaters (an additional 164 theaters from its opening amount) and scored the second-biggest second weekend gross for an R-rated film, only behind the $64.6 million second weekend of American Sniper.[134] The 57.4% drop was in line with the 59.4% drop of Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link],[134] and the 59.8% drop of The Matrix Reloaded.[135] In just 10 days, it became the highest-grossing X-Men film (surpassing X-Men: The Last Stand[image: External link]) as well as becoming the highest-grossing R-rated comic book film of all-time (beating 300).[134] By its second weekend, Forbes[image: External link] reported that the film was on pace to dethrone The Passion of the Christ[image: External link] ($370 million) as the highest-grossing R-rated film of all time as it was already $74.8 million ahead of The Passion of the Christ.[136] It was able to top the box office for the third weekend in a row after adding $31.5 million from 3,856 theaters (an additional 134 theaters from its second weekend amount),[137][138] before being dethroned by Zootopia[image: External link] and London Has Fallen[image: External link] in its fourth weekend.[139][140] On March 5, its twenty-third day of release, it became the third R-rated film to pass $300 million in ticket sales and the fifty-seventh film overall.[141]

Over its entire run, Deadpool's ethnic split of audiences was 59% Caucasian[image: External link], 21% Hispanic[image: External link], 12% African-American[image: External link] and 8% Asian[image: External link]. Hispanics were over-represented on opening weekend and opening night, by 10% and 17%, respectively. The overall audience was male-skewed (62% vs 48% for moviegoing overall), relatively young (average age of 35 vs 40 among all moviegoers aged 14+) and more likely to be Hispanic (21% vs 17%). Compared with the audience for the full run, ticket buyers in the opening weekend were 5% younger, 5% more male-dominated, and with an attendance frequency that was 4% greater. On opening night itself the audience was 7% younger, 14% more male-dominated, and with an average attendance frequency nearly 18% bigger than that of the full run.[142]

These results are similar to that of other superhero films such as Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], Captain America: Civil War[image: External link], Avengers: Age of Ultron[image: External link], Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link] and Suicide Squad[image: External link].[142]
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 Outside North America




Outside North America, Deadpool was released in a total of 80 countries.[82] It began its international rollout on February 9 in Hong Kong and expanded to seven additional markets on February 10, where it earned $12 million.[82] The Hollywood Reporter called it "no small feat" considering that it is the first Marvel superhero film to be rated R since Blade: Trinity, released 12 years prior.[143] On its opening day – which varies among different countries, it had the biggest Fox opening day ever for a 15-rated movie, the fifth highest opening day for a Marvel film, the biggest IMAX Wednesday opening ever (behind Spectre[image: External link]) in the United Kingdom and Ireland[image: External link] ($3.4 million),[82] the biggest February opening of all time in Australia ($2.1 million), the biggest Fox opening day ever, the biggest IMAX opening of all time in Taiwan with $1.4 million ($1.7 million including previews), Fox's biggest Chinese New Year[image: External link] single day ever in Hong Kong[image: External link] ($650,000), the biggest opening day ever for an R16-rated film in the Philippines ($357,000), the biggest superhero opening day ever in Belgium ($270,000), and Fox's biggest opening day ever for an M18-rated film in Singapore[image: External link] ($205,000).[82] Through Sunday, February 14, it earned an opening-weekend total of $132.1 million from 61 countries (80% of its total international marketplace) and opened at No. 1 in 59 of them, with the exceptions of Poland and Malaysia (behind The Mermaid[image: External link]). It scored the second biggest R-rated international opening weekend of all time, only behind the $156 million opening of Fifty Shades of Grey (currently third biggest).[144][145] IMAX comprised $7.9 million of the weekend's gross from 232 IMAX screens, with records set for the biggest February and R-rated openings in respectively markets, including Hong Kong, Taiwan, the Netherlands, Sweden, France, and the UK.[144] It fell 47% in its second weekend after adding 17 new markets for a total of $84.7 million from 77 markets and opening at No. 1 in all the newly added markets.[146] It topped the box office outside of North America for three consecutive weekends[147] before slipping to No. 3 behind Ip Man 3[image: External link] and Zootopia[image: External link] in its fourth weekend.[148]

It had the biggest opening for the studio in 13 markets including Australia, Taiwan, Brazil, Hong Kong, and Malaysia; the biggest R-rated (or equivalent) opening weekend of all time in 11 markets; and the biggest February opening in the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Australia.[144] Its highest international tallies were witnessed in the United Kingdom and Ireland ($20.2 million), Mexico ($18.7 million), Russia ($13.1 million), South Korea ($11.9 million), Australia ($10.65 million), France ($8.9 million), Taiwan ($8.18 million), Germany ($7.3 million), Brazil ($6.3 million), Hong Kong ($3.9 million), Spain ($3.87 million), Italy ($3.39 million), and the Philippines ($3 million).[144][146][149] In the UK, Ireland, and Malta, it earned £13.73 million ($20.2 million) in its opening weekend from 543 screens, including £3.76 million ($5.3 million) from previews, which is the biggest debut ever for a film released in February. This is on par with the £13.71 million ($19.5 million) opening of Iron Man 3[image: External link] in 2013.[144][150] In Russia and the CIS, it scored the biggest opening weekend of all time with $13.1 million on an estimated 1,119 screens, breaking the previous record set by Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] two months prior.[144][151] It topped the UK,[152] Germany, and Brazil box offices for three consecutive weekends[147] and the Australian box office for four.[148] In terms of total earnings, its largest markets are the UK and Ireland ($53.5 million), Australia ($28.9 million), and France ($28.2 million).[153][154] It opened in its last market, Japan on June 3, 2016[146] and scored the biggest X-Men opening there with $6.5 million.[155]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] the film has an approval rating of 84% based on 288 reviews, with an average rating of 6.9/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Fast, funny, and gleefully profane, the fourth-wall-busting Deadpool subverts superhero film formula with wildly entertaining—and decidedly non-family-friendly—results."[156] On Metacritic[image: External link], the film has a score of 65 out of 100 based on 49 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[157] Audiences polled by CinemaScore[image: External link] gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale.[158]

Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] said the film is "party time for action junkies" and that Reynolds may have found the role that defines his career.[159] In his review for TheWrap[image: External link], Alonso Duralde[image: External link] called Deadpool "a funny, bloody comedy [that] is the Marvel Universe's biggest breath of fresh air since Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]", praising it, among other things, for its self-aware wit.[160] Christy Lemire[image: External link] also praised the film for being "beyond meta" and "up its ass and back out its own mouth again".[161] Conversely, Richard Roeper[image: External link] of the Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link] gave the film two-and-a-half out of four stars, praising Reynolds' performance but saying the film gets bogged down by its origin story, and all too often becomes like the films it spoofs.[162] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times[image: External link] found the movie lacking, noting that protagonist "is not an individual who wears particularly well" and that the jokes "eventually get wearing, but Reynolds is quite good at [them]". He also commended Baccarin on her performance but ultimately noted that the movie is "rife with standard-issue elements."[163]
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 Accolades




Main article: List of accolades received by Deadpool (film)[image: External link]


The film has garnered numerous awards and nominations with most nominations recognising the film itself, the performances of the cast (particularly Reynolds) and the film's visual effects. Deadpool was nominated for two Golden Globe Awards[image: External link][164] as well as four Critics' Choice Movie Awards[image: External link] (winning two),[165] a Directors Guild of America Award[image: External link],[166] eight MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] (winning two),[167] a Producers Guild of America Award[image: External link],[168] four People's Choice Awards (winning two),[169] six Teen Choice Awards (winning two),[170] and a Writers Guild of America Award[image: External link].[171]
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 Sequels




In September 2015, Kinberg commented on the possibility of a sequel for Deadpool: "we were talking about the sequel while we were making the movie just because when you make a film like this that's from a serialized source material, you hope that it's the first of many".[172] By February 2016, Fox had already greenlit the film's sequel, with Reese and Wernick returning to write the script, and Miller being eyed to return as director.[173] In April 2016, Fox confirmed the sequel's development, with Miller and Reynolds returning.[174]

Kinberg told /Film[image: External link] that the film will comment on events from other superhero films.[175] In October 2016, it was reported that several actresses were auditioning for the part of Domino[image: External link].[176] In the same month, Miller left the sequel due to creative differences with Reynolds.[177][178] Six days later, Mashable[image: External link] reported that David Leitch[image: External link] was the frontrunner to direct the sequel, with Rupert Sanders[image: External link], Drew Goddard[image: External link], and Magnus Martens as other candidates.[179][180] On November 3, 2016, Junkie XL announced on his Twitter page that he would not return to compose the score for the sequel after Miller's departure.[181]

In November 2016, Kinberg told The Hollywood Reporter that a third Deadpool film was in development, and that it would feature the X-Force[image: External link] team assembling.[182] Later that month, it was confirmed that Leitch would replace Miller as director for Deadpool 2 and both Fox and the producers would be searching for a separate filmmaker to direct the third installment.[183] Reynolds told Entertainment Weekly that he wanted to work with Hugh Jackman[image: External link] in a Wolverine[image: External link] and Deadpool team-up[image: External link] movie.[184] In December 2016, Miller stated that he left the sequel because he "didn't want to make some stylized movie that was 3 times the budget", and wished to create the same kind of film that made the first one a success.[185]

In January 2017, Reese and Wernick told Deadline that the sequel was still on track to shoot in 2017 and that it would be a solo film, also confirming that Colossus, Negasonic Teenage Warhead, and driver Dopinder would all return. In the same report, it was stated that Cable's origins would not be adapted in-depth in the sequel.[186][187][188] In February 2017, it was reported that Drew Goddard[image: External link] and Reynolds are working on the script with Reese and Wernick.[189] Producer Simon Kinberg confirmed that the movie will be released in 2018.[190] Later that month, it was revealed by the Directors Guild of Canada[image: External link] that shooting for Deadpool 2 will begin on June 19 until September 18. On March 9, 2017, Reynolds announced that actress Zazie Beetz[image: External link] will play Neena Thurman/Domino[image: External link] in Deadpool 2.[191] On March 29, 2017, Morena Baccarin[image: External link] expressed her wish to reprise her role as Vanessa Carlysle and explore her character's transformation into Copycat[image: External link].[192] On April 12, 2017, Josh Brolin[image: External link] was announced to be playing Nathan Summers/Cable[image: External link] in Deadpool 2.[193] On April 2017, Leslie Uggams[image: External link] confirmed that she will return for the sequel.[194] On April 22, 2017, Fox announced that the film will be released on June 1, 2018.[195] On May 24, 2017, it was reported by various media outlets that Jack Kesy[image: External link] was cast as the villain of Deadpool 2.[citation needed[image: External link]] On June 12, 2017, it was reported that Japanese actress Shiori Kutsuna[image: External link] had been cast in an undisclosed "key role."[196]
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 Deadpool: No Good Deed (2017)




Deadpool: No Good Deed is a 2017 short film[image: External link][197] directed by David Leitch, written by Rhett Reese, and featuring Reynolds reprising his role as Wade Wilson / Deadpool. The sequence made its debut exclusively before the U.S. and Canadian theatrical release of Logan[image: External link]. Following the theatrical release, Reynolds released an extended version on YouTube[image: External link]. The sequence serves as a first-look for the as-of-yet untitled Deadpool sequel, with Reese confirming on Twitter[image: External link] that the short is not intended to be a teaser or a trailer for a sequel, as it was shot specifically for the Logan film. Stan Lee[image: External link] makes a cameo in the extended online sequence.[198]

In the film, Wade walks down the block in his street clothes. He sees a robber holding an old man at gunpoint and ducks into a phone booth to change into his Deadpool costume which takes a long time to do in a small phone booth. By the time he finishes, the robber has killed the man and fled. He makes small talk over the man's body and starts to eat some ice cream that was in his bag of groceries.

The sequence showing Deadpool changing in the phone booth pays homage to Superman[image: External link],[199] featuring John Williams[image: External link] theme music from the 1978 Superman[image: External link] film.[200]
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Golden Globe Award






"Golden Globe" redirects here. For other uses, see Golden Globe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Golden Globe Awards are accolades bestowed by the 93 members of the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link], recognizing excellence in film[image: External link] and television[image: External link], both domestic and foreign.

The annual ceremony at which the awards are presented is a major part of the film industry's awards season, which culminates each year in the Academy Awards[image: External link].[1]

The 74th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best in film and television in 2016, was broadcast live on January 8, 2017. Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] hosted the show.



TOP
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 History




In 1943, a group of writers banded together to form the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link], and by creating a generously distributed award called the Golden Globe Award, they now play a significant role in film marketing.[2] The 1st Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], honoring the best achievements in 1943 filmmaking[image: External link], was held in January 1944, at the 20th Century-Fox[image: External link] studios. Subsequent ceremonies were held at various venues throughout the next decade, including the Beverly Hills Hotel[image: External link], and the Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel[image: External link].[3]

In 1950, the Hollywood Foreign Press Association made the decision to establish a special honorary award to recognize outstanding contributions to the entertainment industry. Recognizing its subject as an international figure within the entertainment industry, the first award was presented to director and producer, Cecil B. DeMille[image: External link]. The official name of the award thus became the Cecil B. DeMille Award[image: External link].[4]

In 1963, the Miss Golden Globe[image: External link] concept was introduced. In its inaugural year, two Miss Golden Globes were named, one for film and one for television. The two Miss Golden Globes named that year were Eva Six[image: External link] (of the films Operation Bikini[image: External link] and Beach Party[image: External link]) and Donna Douglas[image: External link] (of television's The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link]), respectively.[5]

In 2009, the Golden Globe statuette was redesigned (but not for the first time in its history). The New York firm Society Awards[image: External link] collaborated for a year with the Hollywood Foreign Press Association[image: External link] to produce a statuette that included a unique marble and enhanced the statuette’s quality and gold content. It was unveiled at a press conference at the Beverly Hilton prior to the show.[6]

Revenues generated from the annual ceremony have enabled the Hollywood Foreign Press Association to donate millions of dollars to entertainment-related charities, as well as funding scholarships and other programs for future film and television professionals. The most prominent beneficiary being the Young Artist Awards[image: External link], presented annually by the Young Artist Foundation[image: External link], established in 1978 by late Hollywood Foreign Press member, Maureen Dragone[image: External link] to recognize and award excellence of young Hollywood[image: External link] performers under the age of 21, and to provide scholarships for young artists who may be physically and/or financially challenged.[7][8][9]
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 Ceremony




The broadcast of the Golden Globe Awards, telecast[image: External link] to 167 countries worldwide, generally ranks as the third most-watched awards show each year, behind only the Oscars[image: External link] and the Grammy Awards[image: External link]. Until Ricky Gervais[image: External link] hosted the 67th annual Golden Globe Awards Ceremony in 2010, the award ceremony was one of two major Hollywood[image: External link] award ceremonies (the other being the Screen Actors Guild Awards[image: External link]) that did not have a regular host; every year a different presenter introduced the ceremony at the beginning of the broadcast. Gervais returned to host the 68th and 69th Golden Globe Awards the next two years.[10] Tina Fey[image: External link] and Amy Poehler[image: External link] hosted the 70th, 71st and 72nd Golden Globe Awards in 2015. The Golden Globe Awards' theme song, which debuted in 2012, was written by Japanese musician and songwriter Yoshiki Hayashi[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 2008 disruption




On January 7, 2008, it was announced that due to the 2007–2008 Writers Guild of America strike[image: External link], the 65th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] would not be telecast live. The ceremony was faced with a threat by striking writers to picket the event and by actors threatening to boycott the ceremony rather than cross picket lines[image: External link]. The Hollywood Foreign Press Association was forced to adopt another approach for the broadcast.[citation needed[image: External link]]

NBC[image: External link] originally had exclusive broadcast rights to the ceremonies, but on January 11, HFPA President Jorge Camara announced there would be no restrictions placed on media outlets covering the January 13 press conference, announcing the winners at 6:00pm PST.[11] As a result, E![image: External link], CNN[image: External link], the TV Guide Network[image: External link] and KNBC-TV[image: External link], the network's Los Angeles[image: External link] owned-and-operated affiliate, aired the 31-minute event, emanating from the Grand Ballroom of the Beverly Hilton Hotel live, leaving NBC to fill the hour from 9:00–10:00pm ET with announcements, made after-the-fact by Access Hollywood[image: External link] hosts Billy Bush[image: External link] and Nancy O'Dell[image: External link].[12] The remaining hours of programming, set aside for the ceremonies by the network, were filled with a special two-hour edition of Dateline[image: External link], hosted by Matt Lauer[image: External link], that included film clips, interviews with some of the nominees and commentary from comedian[image: External link] Kathy Griffin[image: External link] and the panelists from Football Night in America[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Motion picture awards





	Best Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link]

	Best Motion Picture – Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Director[image: External link]

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]

	Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link]

	Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actor – Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]

	Best Screenplay[image: External link]

	Best Original Score[image: External link]

	Best Original Song[image: External link]

	Best Foreign Language Film[image: External link]

	
Best Animated Feature Film[image: External link] (since 2006)

	Cecil B. DeMille Award for Lifetime Achievement in Motion Pictures[image: External link]
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 Television awards




Awarded since 1956:


	Best Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Drama Series[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Television Comedy Series[image: External link]

	Best Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actor in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Actress in a Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actor in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]

	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Limited Series or Motion Picture made for Television[image: External link]
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 Retired awards





	
Best Documentary Film[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1977 at the 34th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
Best English-Language Foreign Film[image: External link] • Awarded from 1957 to 1973

	
New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	
New Star of the Year – Actress[image: External link] • Last awarded in 1983 at the 40th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Female) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979[13]


	Henrietta Award (World Film Favorite – Male) • Awarded from 1950 to 1979

	Best Film Promoting International Understanding (1945–63)[14]


	Golden Globe Award for Best Cinematography – Awarded from 1948 to 1953, in 1955 and in 1963.
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 Superlatives




In acting categories, Meryl Streep[image: External link] holds the record for the most competitive Golden Globe wins with eight. However, including honorary awards, such as the Henrietta Award, World Film Favorite Actor/Actress Award, or Cecil B. DeMille Award, Barbra Streisand[image: External link] leads with nine. Additionally, Streisand won for composing the song Evergreen (Love Theme from A Star Is Born)[image: External link], producing the Best Picture (Comedy/Musical)[image: External link] (A Star Is Born[image: External link] in the ceremony held in 1977), and directing Yentl[image: External link] in 1984. Jack Nicholson[image: External link], Angela Lansbury[image: External link], Alan Alda and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] have six awards each. Behind them are Ed Asner[image: External link], Rosalind Russell[image: External link] and Jessica Lange[image: External link] with five wins. Meryl Streep also holds the record for most nominations with thirty (as of the 2016 nominations) and John Williams[image: External link] is second with twenty-five. At the 46th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] an anomaly occurred: a three way-tie for Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama[image: External link] (Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] for Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link], Jodie Foster[image: External link] for The Accused[image: External link], and Shirley MacLaine[image: External link] for Madame Sousatzka[image: External link]).

In the category Best Director[image: External link], Elia Kazan[image: External link] leads with four wins, followed by Clint Eastwood, Oliver Stone[image: External link], Miloš Forman[image: External link], David Lean[image: External link] and Martin Scorsese with three wins each. Steven Spielberg[image: External link] holds the record for most nominations with eleven (as of the 2015 nominations). Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link], Clint Eastwood and Steven Soderbergh[image: External link] are the only directors to receive two nominations in the same year.

Only four people have won two acting awards in the same year:


	
Sigourney Weaver[image: External link] (1989)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Working Girl[image: External link]






	
Joan Plowright[image: External link] (1993)

	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, Enchanted April[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Series, Miniseries or TV Film, Stalin[image: External link]






	
Helen Mirren[image: External link] (2007)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, The Queen[image: External link]


	Best Actress in a Miniseries or Television Film, Elizabeth I[image: External link]






	
Kate Winslet[image: External link] (2009)

	Best Actress in a Motion Picture – Drama, Revolutionary Road[image: External link]


	Best Supporting Actress in a Motion Picture, The Reader[image: External link]








Other superlatives:


	
Most awards won by a single film

	One film has won seven Golden Globe Awards.

	
La La Land[image: External link] (2016)





	Two films have won six Golden Globe Awards.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (1975)

	
Midnight Express[image: External link] (1978)





	Four films have won five Golden Globe Awards.

	
Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (1965)

	
Love Story[image: External link] (1970)

	
The Godfather[image: External link] (1972)

	
A Star Is Born[image: External link] (1976)









	
Most nominations received by a single film

	
Nashville[image: External link], with nine nominations





	
Highest Sweep (Winning every nominated category)

	
La La Land[image: External link] won all seven Golden Globes that it was nominated for.

	
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] won all six of its nominations.

	Both Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] and A Star Is Born[image: External link] won all five that they were respectively nominated for.





	
Most nominations without winning an award

	
Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?[image: External link], Foul Play[image: External link] and The Godfather Part III[image: External link], all with seven nominations.





	
Youngest person to win an award

	
Ricky Schroder[image: External link] winning New Star of the Year – Actor[image: External link] in 1980 (9 years old).





	
Oldest person to win an award

	
Ennio Morricone[image: External link] winning Best Original Score[image: External link] for The Hateful Eight[image: External link] (87 years old).
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 Actors with two or more acting awards






	Actor/Actress
	Leading Role
	Supporting Role
	Total awards
	Total nominations



	Streep, MerylMeryl Streep[image: External link]
	The French Lieutenant's Woman[image: External link] (D, 1981)

Sophie's Choice[image: External link] (D, 1982)

The Devil Wears Prada[image: External link] (C/M, 2006)

Julie & Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2009)

The Iron Lady[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (1979)

Adaptation.[image: External link] (2002)
	7
	28



	Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson[image: External link]
	Chinatown[image: External link] (D, 1974)

One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest[image: External link] (D, 1975)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)

As Good as It Gets[image: External link] (C/M, 1997)

About Schmidt[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (1983)
	6
	17



	Russell, RosalindRosalind Russell[image: External link]
	Sister Kenny[image: External link] (1946)

Mourning Becomes Electra[image: External link] (1947)

Auntie Mame[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)

A Majority of One[image: External link] (C/M, 1961)

Gypsy[image: External link] (C/M, 1962)
	
	5
	5



	MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine[image: External link]
	The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Irma la Douce[image: External link] (C/M, 1963)

Terms of Endearment[image: External link] (D, 1983)

Madame Sousatzka[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	4
	15



	Hanks, TomTom Hanks
	Big[image: External link] (C/M, 1988)

Philadelphia[image: External link] (D, 1993)

Forrest Gump[image: External link] (D, 1994)

Cast Away[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	
	4
	8



	Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon
	Some Like It Hot[image: External link] (C/M, 1959)

The Apartment[image: External link] (C/M, 1960)

Avanti![image: External link] (C/M, 1972)
	
	3
	16



	DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio
	The Aviator[image: External link] (D, 2004)

The Wolf of Wall Street[image: External link] (C/M, 2013)

The Revenant[image: External link] (D, 2015)
	
	3
	11



	Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman
	Kramer vs. Kramer[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Tootsie[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)

Rain Man[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	
	3
	11



	Fonda, JaneJane Fonda[image: External link]
	Klute[image: External link] (D, 1971)

Julia[image: External link] (D, 1977)

Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)
	
	3
	10



	Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman[image: External link]
	To Die For[image: External link] (C/M, 1995)

Moulin Rouge![image: External link] (C/M, 2001)

The Hours[image: External link] (D, 2002)
	
	3
	10



	Winslet, KateKate Winslet[image: External link]
	Revolutionary Road[image: External link] (D, 2008)
	The Reader[image: External link] (2008)

Steve Jobs[image: External link] (2015)
	3
	10



	Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews[image: External link]
	Mary Poppins[image: External link] (C/M, 1964)

The Sound of Music[image: External link] (C/M, 1965)

Victor/Victoria[image: External link] (C/M, 1982)
	
	3
	9



	Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett[image: External link]
	Elizabeth[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Blue Jasmine[image: External link] (D, 2013)
	I'm Not There[image: External link] (2007)
	3
	9



	Hackman, GeneGene Hackman[image: External link]
	The French Connection[image: External link] (D, 1971)

The Royal Tenenbaums[image: External link] (C/M, 2001)
	Unforgiven[image: External link] (1992)
	3
	8



	O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole[image: External link]
	Becket[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Lion in Winter[image: External link] (D, 1968)

Goodbye, Mr. Chips[image: External link] (C/M, 1969)
	
	3
	8



	Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts[image: External link]
	Pretty Woman[image: External link] (C/M, 1990)

Erin Brockovich[image: External link] (D, 2000)
	Steel Magnolias[image: External link] (1989)
	3
	8



	Williams, RobinRobin Williams
	Good Morning, Vietnam[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)

The Fisher King[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)

Mrs. Doubtfire[image: External link] (C/M, 1993)
	
	3
	8



	Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman[image: External link]
	Gaslight[image: External link] (1944)

The Bells of St. Mary's[image: External link] (1945)

Anastasia[image: External link] (D, 1956)
	
	3
	7



	Cruise, TomTom Cruise
	Born on the Fourth of July[image: External link] (D, 1989)

Jerry Maguire[image: External link] (C/M, 1996)
	Magnolia[image: External link] (1999)
	3
	7



	Spacek, SissySissy Spacek[image: External link]
	Coal Miner's Daughter[image: External link] (C/M, 1980)

Crimes of the Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1986)

In the Bedroom[image: External link] (D, 2001)
	
	3
	6



	Zellweger, RenéeRenée Zellweger[image: External link]
	Nurse Betty[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

Chicago[image: External link] (C/M, 2002)
	Cold Mountain[image: External link] (2003)
	3
	6



	Clooney, GeorgeGeorge Clooney[image: External link]
	O Brother, Where Art Thou?[image: External link] (C/M, 2000)

The Descendants[image: External link] (D, 2011)
	Syriana[image: External link] (2005)
	3
	5



	Lawrence, JenniferJennifer Lawrence
	Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link] (C/M, 2012)

Joy[image: External link] (C/M, 2015)
	American Hustle[image: External link] (2013)
	3
	4



	Pacino, AlAl Pacino[image: External link]
	Serpico[image: External link] (D, 1973)

Scent of a Woman[image: External link] (D, 1992)
	
	2
	14



	Caine, MichaelMichael Caine[image: External link]
	Educating Rita[image: External link] (C/M, 1983)

Little Voice[image: External link] (C/M, 1998)
	
	2
	9



	Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]
	Funny Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1968)

A Star Is Born[image: External link] (C/M, 1976)
	
	2
	9



	Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft[image: External link]
	The Pumpkin Eater[image: External link] (D, 1964)

The Graduate[image: External link] (C/M, 1967)
	
	2
	8



	Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]
	Norma Rae[image: External link] (D, 1979)

Places in the Heart[image: External link] (D, 1984)
	
	2
	8



	Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton[image: External link]
	Annie Hall[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)

Something's Gotta Give[image: External link] (C/M, 2003)
	
	2
	8



	Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page[image: External link]
	Summer and Smoke[image: External link] (D, 1961)

Sweet Bird of Youth[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	8



	Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith[image: External link]
	California Suite[image: External link] (C/M, 1978)
	A Room with a View[image: External link] (1985)
	2
	8



	Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington
	The Hurricane[image: External link] (D, 1999)
	Glory[image: External link] (1989)
	2
	8



	Adams, AmyAmy Adams[image: External link]
	American Hustle[image: External link] (C/M, 2013)

Big Eyes[image: External link] (C/M, 2014)
	
	2
	7



	Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening[image: External link]
	Being Julia[image: External link] (C/M, 2004)

The Kids Are All Right[image: External link] (C/M, 2010)
	
	2
	7



	Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]
	There Will Be Blood[image: External link] (D, 2007)

Lincoln[image: External link] (D, 2012)
	
	2
	7



	Foster, JodieJodie Foster[image: External link]
	The Accused[image: External link] (D, 1988)

The Silence of the Lambs[image: External link] (D, 1991)
	
	2
	7



	Voight, JonJon Voight[image: External link]
	Coming Home[image: External link] (D, 1978)

Runaway Train[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	
	2
	7



	Brando, MarlonMarlon Brando[image: External link]
	On the Waterfront[image: External link] (D, 1954)

The Godfather[image: External link] (D, 1972)
	
	2
	6



	Carrey, JimJim Carrey
	The Truman Show[image: External link] (D, 1998)

Man on the Moon[image: External link] (C/M, 1999)
	
	2
	6



	Lange, JessicaJessica Lange[image: External link]
	Blue Sky[image: External link] (D, 1994)
	Tootsie[image: External link] (1982)
	2
	6



	Woodward, JoanneJoanne Woodward[image: External link]
	The Three Faces of Eve[image: External link] (D, 1957)

Rachel, Rachel[image: External link] (D, 1968)
	
	2
	6



	Astaire, FredFred Astaire[image: External link]
	Three Little Words[image: External link] (C/M, 1950)
	The Towering Inferno[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	5



	Midler, BetteBette Midler[image: External link]
	The Rose[image: External link] (C/M, 1979)

For the Boys[image: External link] (C/M, 1991)
	
	2
	5



	Olivier, LaurenceLaurence Olivier[image: External link]
	Hamlet[image: External link] (1948)
	Marathon Man[image: External link] (1976)
	2
	5



	Peck, GregoryGregory Peck[image: External link]
	The Yearling[image: External link] (1946)

To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (D, 1962)
	
	2
	5



	Weaver, SigourneySigourney Weaver[image: External link]
	Gorillas in the Mist[image: External link] (D, 1988)
	Working Girl[image: External link] (1988)
	2
	5



	, Ann-Margret Ann-Margret[image: External link]
	Tommy[image: External link] (C/M, 1975)
	Carnal Knowledge[image: External link] (1971)
	2
	4



	, Cher Cher[image: External link]
	Moonstruck[image: External link] (C/M, 1987)
	Silkwood[image: External link] (1983)
	2
	4



	Duvall, RobertRobert Duvall[image: External link]
	Tender Mercies[image: External link] (D, 1983)
	Apocalypse Now[image: External link] (1979)
	2
	4



	Kaye, DannyDanny Kaye[image: External link]
	On the Riviera[image: External link] (C/M, 1951)

Me and the Colonel[image: External link] (C/M, 1958)
	
	2
	4



	Lansbury, AngelaAngela Lansbury[image: External link]
	
	The Picture of Dorian Gray[image: External link] (1945)

The Manchurian Candidate[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	4



	Mason, MarshaMarsha Mason[image: External link]
	Cinderella Liberty[image: External link] (D, 1973)

The Goodbye Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1977)
	
	2
	4



	Moore, DudleyDudley Moore[image: External link]
	Arthur[image: External link] (C/M, 1981)

Micki & Maude[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)
	
	2
	4



	Portman, NatalieNatalie Portman[image: External link]
	Black Swan[image: External link] (D, 2010)
	Closer[image: External link] (2004)
	2
	4



	Turner, KathleenKathleen Turner[image: External link]
	Romancing the Stone[image: External link] (C/M, 1984)

Prizzi's Honor[image: External link] (C/M, 1985)
	
	2
	4



	Black, KarenKaren Black[image: External link]
	
	Five Easy Pieces[image: External link] (1970)

The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1974)
	2
	3



	Goldberg, WhoopiWhoopi Goldberg[image: External link]
	The Color Purple[image: External link] (D, 1985)
	Ghost[image: External link] (1990)
	2
	3



	Gordon, RuthRuth Gordon[image: External link]
	
	Inside Daisy Clover[image: External link] (1965)

Rosemary's Baby[image: External link] (1968)
	2
	3



	Niven, DavidDavid Niven[image: External link]
	The Moon Is Blue[image: External link] (C/M, 1953)

Separate Tables[image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	3



	Robbins, TimTim Robbins
	The Player[image: External link] (C/M, 1992)
	Mystic River[image: External link] (2003)
	2
	3



	Sinatra, FrankFrank Sinatra[image: External link]
	Pal Joey[image: External link] (C/M, 1957)
	From Here to Eternity[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	3



	Waltz, ChristophChristoph Waltz[image: External link]
	
	Inglourious Basterds[image: External link] (2009)

Django Unchained[image: External link] (2012)
	2
	3



	Attenborough, RichardRichard Attenborough[image: External link]
	
	The Sand Pebbles[image: External link] (1966)

Doctor Dolittle[image: External link] (1967)
	2
	2



	Gwenn, EdmundEdmund Gwenn[image: External link]
	
	Miracle on 34th Street[image: External link] (1947)

Mister 880[image: External link] (1950)
	2
	2



	Hayward, SusanSusan Hayward[image: External link]
	With a Song in My Heart[image: External link] (C/M, 1952)

I Want to Live![image: External link] (D, 1958)
	
	2
	2



	Kelly, GraceGrace Kelly[image: External link]
	The Country Girl[image: External link] (D, 1954)
	Mogambo[image: External link] (1953)
	2
	2



	Landau, MartinMartin Landau[image: External link]
	
	Tucker: The Man and His Dream[image: External link] (1988)

Ed Wood[image: External link] (1994)
	2
	2



	Moorehead, AgnesAgnes Moorehead[image: External link]
	
	Mrs. Parkington[image: External link] (1944)

Hush… Hush, Sweet Charlotte[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	O'Brien, EdmondEdmond O'Brien[image: External link]
	
	The Barefoot Contessa[image: External link] (1954)

Seven Days in May[image: External link] (1964)
	2
	2



	Redgrave, LynnLynn Redgrave[image: External link]
	Georgy Girl[image: External link] (C/M, 1966)
	Gods and Monsters[image: External link] (1998)
	2
	2



	Sharif, OmarOmar Sharif[image: External link]
	Doctor Zhivago[image: External link] (D, 1965)
	Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962)
	2
	2



	Swank, HilaryHilary Swank[image: External link]
	Boys Don't Cry[image: External link] (D, 1999)

Million Dollar Baby[image: External link] (D, 2004)
	
	2
	2



	Wyman, JaneJane Wyman[image: External link]
	Johnny Belinda[image: External link] (1948)

The Blue Veil[image: External link] (D, 1951)
	
	2
	2
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 Actors with five or more acting nominations






	Actor/Actress
	Total nominations
	Total awards



	
Streep, MerylMeryl Streep[image: External link]

	28
	7



	
Nicholson, JackJack Nicholson[image: External link]

	17
	6



	
Lemmon, JackJack Lemmon

	16
	3



	
MacLaine, ShirleyShirley MacLaine[image: External link]

	15
	4



	
Pacino, AlAl Pacino[image: External link]

	14
	2



	
DiCaprio, LeonardoLeonardo DiCaprio

	11
	3



	
Hoffman, DustinDustin Hoffman

	11
	3



	
Fonda, JaneJane Fonda[image: External link]

	10
	3



	
Kidman, NicoleNicole Kidman[image: External link]

	10
	3



	
Winslet, KateKate Winslet[image: External link]

	10
	3



	
Depp, JohnnyJohnny Depp

	10
	1



	
Andrews, JulieJulie Andrews[image: External link]

	9
	3



	
Blanchett, CateCate Blanchett[image: External link]

	9
	3



	
Caine, MichaelMichael Caine[image: External link]

	9
	2



	
Streisand, BarbraBarbra Streisand[image: External link]

	9
	2



	
Hepburn, AudreyAudrey Hepburn[image: External link]

	9
	1



	
Newman, PaulPaul Newman[image: External link]

	9
	0



	
Hanks, TomTom Hanks

	8
	4



	
Hackman, GeneGene Hackman[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
O'Toole, PeterPeter O'Toole[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
Roberts, JuliaJulia Roberts[image: External link]

	8
	3



	
Williams, RobinRobin Williams

	8
	3



	
Bancroft, AnneAnne Bancroft[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Field, SallySally Field[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Keaton, DianeDiane Keaton[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Page, GeraldineGeraldine Page[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Smith, MaggieMaggie Smith[image: External link]

	8
	2



	
Washington, DenzelDenzel Washington

	8
	2



	
De Niro, RobertRobert De Niro

	8
	1



	
Dench, JudiJudi Dench[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Hawn, GoldieGoldie Hawn[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Matthau, WalterWalter Matthau[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Moore, JulianneJulianne Moore[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Redgrave, VanessaVanessa Redgrave[image: External link]

	8
	1



	
Bergman, IngridIngrid Bergman[image: External link]

	7
	3



	
Cruise, TomTom Cruise

	7
	3



	
Adams, AmyAmy Adams[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Bening, AnnetteAnnette Bening[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Day-Lewis, DanielDaniel Day-Lewis[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Foster, JodieJodie Foster[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Voight, JonJon Voight[image: External link]

	7
	2



	
Beatty, WarrenWarren Beatty

	7
	1



	
Finney, AlbertAlbert Finney[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Mirren, HelenHelen Mirren[image: External link]

	7
	1



	
Thompson, EmmaEmma Thompson[image: External link]
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 1968–1974 NBC broadcast ban




The HFPA has had a lucrative contract with NBC for decades,[15] which began broadcasting the award ceremony locally in Los Angeles in 1958, then nationally in 1964. However, in 1968, the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] claimed the show “misled the public as to how the winners were determined” (allegations included that winners were determined by lobby; to motivate winners to show up to the awards ceremony winners were informed if they did not attend another winner would be named). The FCC admonished NBC for participating in the scandal. Subsequently, NBC refused to broadcast the ceremony from 1968 until after 1974.[16][17]
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 Pia Zadora awarded “New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture” in 1982




In 1982, Pia Zadora[image: External link] won a Golden Globe in the category "New Star of the Year in a Motion Picture – Female[image: External link]" for her performance in Butterfly[image: External link], over such competition as Elizabeth McGovern[image: External link] ( Ragtime[image: External link]) and Kathleen Turner[image: External link] (Body Heat[image: External link]).[18] Accusations were made that the Foreign Press Association members had been bought off.[19] Zadora's husband, multimillionaire Meshulam Riklis[image: External link], flew voting members to his casino, the Riviera Hotel[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link], which gave the appearance that they voted for Zadora to repay this. Riklis also invited voting members to his house for a lavish lunch and a showing of the film. He also spent a great deal on advertising.[20] Furthermore, Zadora had made her film debut some 17 years earlier as a child performer in Santa Claus Conquers the Martians[image: External link].[21]
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 The Tourist for Best Musical/Comedy nominations in 2011




The nominations for the 2011 Globes drew initial skepticism, as the Hollywood Foreign Press Association nominated The Tourist[image: External link] in its Best Musical/Comedy category, although it was originally advertised as a spy thriller, and also one of the most panned films of the season with host Ricky Gervais even joking to main star of the film Johnny Depp if he had seen the movie. Rumors then surfaced that Sony, the distributor of The Tourist, had influenced Globes voters with an all-expenses-paid trip to Las Vegas, culminating in a concert by Cher[image: External link].[22]
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 Other




Actor and filmmaker Gary Oldman[image: External link] is a longtime detractor of the Golden Globes[image: External link].[23][24][25] As of 2017, Oldman has never been nominated for a Golden Globe[image: External link] Award in his thirty years of acclaimed film work.
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Hal Jordan






This article is about the fictional superhero. For the computer programmer and U.S. congressional candidate, see United States House of Representatives elections in North Carolina, 2010[image: External link].

Hal Jordan, known as Green Lantern, is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by DC Comics. The character was created in 1959 by writer John Broome[image: External link] and artist Gil Kane[image: External link], and first appeared in Showcase[image: External link] #22 (October 1959). Hal Jordan is a reinvention of a previous character called Green Lantern that had appeared in 1940s comic books as the character Alan Scott[image: External link].

Hal Jordan is a member and occasionally leader of an intergalactic police force called the Green Lantern Corps[image: External link], as well as a founding member of the Justice League[image: External link]. He fights evil across the Universe with a ring that grants him a variety of superpowers, but is usually portrayed as one of the protectors of Sector 2814.

Hal Jordan ranked 7th on IGN's in the Top 100 Comic Book Heroes in 2011.[1] In 2013, Hal Jordan placed 4th on IGN's Top 25 Heroes of DC Comics.[2]
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 Recreated for the Silver Age




After achieving great success in 1956 in reviving the Golden Age[image: External link] character The Flash, DC editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] looked toward recreating the Green Lantern from the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Like The Flash, Schwartz wanted this new character to have a different secret identity, origin, and personality from his 1940s counterpart. A long time science-fiction[image: External link] fan and literary agent[image: External link], Schwartz wanted a more sci-fi based Green Lantern, as opposed to the mystical powers of Alan Scott[image: External link], the original 1940s Green Lantern.[citation needed[image: External link]] He enlisted writer John Broome[image: External link] and artist Gil Kane[image: External link], who in 1959 would reintroduce Green Lantern to the world in Showcase[image: External link] #22 (October 1959) by creating Hal Jordan.

The character was a success, and it was quickly decided to follow up his three-issue run on Showcase with a self-titled series. Green Lantern #1 began in July–August 1960 and would continue until #84 in April–May 1972.

This creative team was responsible for introducing many of the major characters in Hal Jordan's life. First was Carol Ferris[image: External link], Jordan's love interest. She was in charge of Ferris Aircraft, and as such, Hal's boss. While she preferred Green Lantern to Hal Jordan, she took an active role in trying to win him over, even going so far as to propose to him in the old Leap Year[image: External link] tradition. Although she gave Jordan some attention, her job and company always came first.

Second was Jordan's best friend, Tom Kalmaku[image: External link], who was both Hal's mechanic and the chronicler of his super-hero adventures, after succeeding in working out his identity. An Inuit[image: External link] (Eskimo) from Alaska, Tom's nickname was "Pie" or "Pieface". Unlike Chop-Chop (of The Blackhawks[image: External link]), Tom was a competent and intelligent character with a well-rounded personality, not a stereotypical buffoon.[citation needed[image: External link]] Despite the unfortunate nickname, Tom Kalmaku was among the first minority characters to be portrayed in this manner and broke new ground for mainstream comic books.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Jordan's masters, the mysterious Guardians of the Universe[image: External link], were physically based on David Ben-Gurion[image: External link], the first Prime Minister of Israel[image: External link], and were developed from an idea Schwartz and Broome had originally conceived years prior in a story featuring Captain Comet[image: External link] in Strange Adventures[image: External link] #22 (July 1952) entitled "Guardians of the Clockwork Universe".[3]

Schwartz and company also allowed Jordan to have a family, which was another rare thing at this time in superhero comics.[citation needed[image: External link]] While he did not have a wife or children of his own, he had many interactions with his two older brothers, Jack, a district attorney, and Jim, a more comical figure.[citation needed[image: External link]] A reporter, Sue Williams, suspected Jim of being Green Lantern due to his appearance and his reputation of being scatterbrained.

Starting in issue #17, Gardner Fox[image: External link] joined the book to share writing duties with John Broome. The quartet of Schwartz, Broome, Fox, and Kane remained the core creative team until 1970.
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 "Relevant comics"




Starting with issue #76, Dennis O'Neil[image: External link] took over scripting and Neal Adams[image: External link], who had drawn the cover of issue #63, became the series' artist. O'Neil and Adams had already begun preparation for the classic run in the form of their re-workings of another DC superhero, the archer Green Arrow[image: External link].[4]

In an introduction to the 1983 reprinting of this O'Neil/Adams run, O'Neil explains that he wondered if he could represent his own political beliefs in comics and take on social issues of the late sixties and early seventies. O'Neil devised the idea of pitting Hal Jordan, noted for being an intergalactic cop and a crypto-fascist standing for "The Establishment's" law and order, against Oliver Queen, (Green Arrow), who O’Neil had characterized as a lusty outspoken anarchist who would stand in for the counter-culture movement.[5] The first of these socially motivated Green Lantern/Green Arrow stories was written with Gil Kane[image: External link] slated to be the artist, but Kane dropped out and was replaced by Neal Adams.[6]

The superhero duo embark on a quest in a beat-up pickup truck[image: External link] to "find America", along the way witnessing the problems of corruption, racism, pollution, as well as overpopulation confronting the nation.[4] In "Snowbirds Don't Fly" issues #85 and #86[image: External link], it is revealed that Green Arrow's ward, Speedy[image: External link], is addicted to heroin. Speedy overcomes his addiction with the help of the Black Canary. This story prompted a massive public reaction, including a congratulatory letter from the mayor of New York, John Lindsay[image: External link] (printed in issue #86).[4]

However, Green Lantern sales had been in a major decline at the time Green Arrow was brought on as co-star, and the O'Neil/Adams stories failed to revive them.[4] Green Lantern was canceled with issue #89 (April/May 1972), and the climactic story arc of the Green Lantern/Green Arrow series was published as a back-up feature in The Flash #217 through #219. In sharp contrast to the socially relevant tales which preceded it, this story centered on emotional themes, with Green Arrow struggling to deal with the guilt of having killed a man.[4] Green Lantern continued to appear in backup stories of Flash from 1972 until the Green Lantern title was resumed in 1976.
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 1980s exile




In Green Lantern #151 (April 1982) through #172 (January 1984), Jordan is exiled into space for a year by the Guardians in order to prove his loyalty to the Green Lantern Corps, having been accused of paying too much attention to Earth when he had an entire "sector" of the cosmos to patrol. When he returns to Earth, he finds himself embroiled in a dispute with Carol Ferris[image: External link]. Faced with a choice between love and the power ring, Jordan resigns from the Corps. The Guardians call Jordan's backup, John Stewart[image: External link], to regular duty as his replacement.

In 1985, the "Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link]" storyline that rebooted much of DC Comics' character continuity saw Jordan again take up the mantle of Green Lantern. The new Corps, with seven members residing on Earth, included several aliens, John Stewart, and Guy Gardner[image: External link]. Jordan becomes romantically involved with an alien Lantern named Arisia[image: External link], for which he comes under fire due to Arisia being only a teenager. The alien Lanterns take a more direct hand in human affairs, a fact not appreciated by human governments. Eventually, the Earth corps break up, several members returning to their home sectors. The Guardians soon return to this dimension, and Jordan works with them to rebuild the fractured Corps.
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 1990s




During this time, the character's origin story is re-told and expanded in two limited series by Keith Giffen[image: External link], Gerard Jones[image: External link], and James Owsley[image: External link], Emerald Dawn[image: External link] and Emerald Dawn II. The first series expanded the role of the Corps in his origin and also provided more details about his childhood and his relationship with his father and brothers, while the sequel detailed the role of Jordan in the downfall of Sinestro.

In the 1992 prestige format[image: External link] graphic novel[image: External link] Green Lantern: Ganthet's Tale[image: External link] (ISBN 1-56389-026-7[image: External link]) (story by Larry Niven[image: External link], script & art by John Byrne[image: External link]), Hal Jordan first encounters Ganthet[image: External link], one of the Guardians of the Universe[image: External link]. He asks Hal to help Ganthet battle a renegade Guardian, Dawlakispokpok (or Dawly, for short) who has attempted to use a time machine[image: External link] to change history.

In the 1993 Reign of the Supermen![image: External link] storyline, the alien tyrant Mongul[image: External link] and his forces destroy Coast City[image: External link] (Jordan's former home), murdering all of its seven million inhabitants, and replace it with Engine City, with which he plans to turn Earth into a new Warworld. Jordan was off world at the time of the attack. Angered, he flies into Engine City and attacks Mongul, eventually knocking him out with Steel[image: External link]'s hammer.[7] This leads into the Emerald Twilight[image: External link] three-part arc: Jordan uses his power ring to recreate Coast City as an instrument in the process of overcoming his grief, talking to ring created versions of his old girlfriend and parents. After his ring's power expires, a projection of a Guardian appears and admonishes him for using the ring for personal gain and summons him to Oa for disciplinary action.[8] Angered at what he sees as the Guardians' ungrateful and callous behavior, Jordan absorbs the energy from the Guardian's projection, goes insane[image: External link] and attacks Oa to seize the full power of the Central Battery, defeating and severely injuring several members of the Green Lantern Corps in the process, taking their power rings as his own and leaving them to die in space. He arrives on Oa and kills Kilowog[image: External link], Sinestro[image: External link], and all the Guardians except for Ganthet[image: External link], who was protected by the other Guardians and survived without Jordan's knowledge.[9] He then renounces his life as Green Lantern, adopting the name Parallax[image: External link] after absorbing the Power Battery's vast powers.

Jordan is replaced by Kyle Rayner[image: External link] by Ganthet as the Green Lantern of Earth when Rayner comes into possession of the last power ring, created from the shattered remains of Jordan's. Guy Gardner has visions of the Green Lantern Corps' destruction and his yellow power ring's energy (being powered by residual Green Lantern's energy) starts to fluctuate. Soon after, Gardner goes to Oa to investigate. He brings Martian Manhunter[image: External link], Darkstar[image: External link] (Ferrin Colos), The Ray[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Captain Atom[image: External link], Alan Scott[image: External link] and Arisia[image: External link] with him. Jordan uses the element of surprise, attacks, and quickly and easily defeats them, leaving Guy in a coma. After the battle Hal sends them all back to Earth warning them to leave him alone in the future. Not long afterwards, Parallax attempts to rewrite history to his own liking with the help of Extant[image: External link] in Zero Hour: Crisis in Time[image: External link]. Parallax destroys the Time Trapper[image: External link] and attempts to remake the universe into a perfect, peaceful place. The process causes time disruptions throughout time. Superman, Kyle Rayner and Metron[image: External link] call upon Earth's heroes to stop this crisis. Parallax reveals himself as the enemy by knocking out Superman with a single blow. Parallax and Exant battle the wide array of heroes. They are eventually defeated, with Green Arrow shooting an arrow into Jordan's chest after he is weakened and almost completely out of energy from using so much power to recreate time and fight Earth's heroes as Kyle Rayner holds him in a full-nelson. Later, in the 1996 Final Night[image: External link] miniseries/crossover storyline, Jordan returns when the Earth's sun is in danger of going out. He starts to reevaluate himself and the decisions he's made and attacks and kills the Cyborg Superman (although he is later revealed to be alive) and visits John Stewart in the hospital who was recently paralyzed in battle. Jordan talks to his old friend for a final time and uses his powers to heal his paralysis. He then uses what appears to be the last of his powers and sacrifices his life to reignite the Sun (which had been extinguished by the Sun-Eater[image: External link]).

During the Emerald Knights[image: External link] storyline, when Kyle Rayner goes on an accidental time-travelling trip, he ends up unintentionally drawing a past version of Hal into the present where Hal is shocked to learn of the crimes his future self had committed as Parallax.[10] Although Hal briefly thought about remaining in the present to escape his actions as Parallax, the Parallax from the time when he was starting the Zero Hour event appears in the present while preparing to recreate the universe. He had been travelling back to his present from the future and became aware of his younger self existing where he should not.[11] This Parallax from out of time tries to pass himself off as the young Hal, but after being discovered he defeats John Stewart, Guy Gardner and Kyle Rayner before being confronted by his younger self. Parallax pulls himself, his younger self and Kyle into the past where Coast City is seconds away from being destroyed and freezes time to show his younger self the atrocities of his hometown's destruction while also trying to explain why he did what he did as Parallax and that his ability to play god was necessary. After a heated battle and debate between the two Hals, Kyle breaks up the fight and tells them both that they have to go back where they came from and erase their memories of recent events in order to ensure that the Sun-Eater is defeated and that time plays itself out naturally.[12]

In the 1999 mini-series Day of Judgement[image: External link], Jordan becomes the newest incarnation of the Spectre[image: External link], released from Purgatory[image: External link] after a fallen angel[image: External link] attempted to take that power.[13] Soon after assuming this mantle, Jordan chooses to bend his mission from a spirit of vengeance to one of redemption, also making other appearances through some of DC Comics' other story lines, such as advising Superman[image: External link] during the Emperor Joker[image: External link] storyline (where the Joker steals the reality-warping power of Mister Mxyzptlk[image: External link]) and erases all public knowledge of Wally West's identity as the Flash after his terrible first battle with Zoom[image: External link], which led to his wife miscarrying their twins. He also appeared in a 4-part story arc in the series Legends of the DC Universe (issues #33–36). A new series based on this premise, titled The Spectre (volume 4), ran for 27 issues from 2001 to 2003. In it, Hal loses his beloved brother, Jack Jordan, to a supernatural assassin. After the series ended, Jordan was forced to return, temporarily, to the Spectre's mission of vengeance, following a confrontation between the new Justice Society of America[image: External link] and the Spirit King[image: External link]- an old foe of the Spectre and Mister Terrific[image: External link], who had managed to "resurrect" the ghosts of all those the Spectre had damned to Hell when Jordan's attempt to turn the Spectre's mission to redemption weakened his hold on the damned, until Hal 'accepted' his original mission of vengeance.

During the Identity Crisis[image: External link] storyline, Hal is visited by Green Arrow asking to exact revenge that he had might knew Sue Dibny[image: External link]'s killer is[image: External link]. Although Hal admits knowing the culprit's identity he refused as the Spectre to a higher purpose, and implying to Oliver that the killer would eventually be caught, thus explaining the Spectre's inaction.[14]
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 2000s




Due to a decline in the Green Lantern sales, DC Comics decided to introduce the Green Lantern: Rebirth[image: External link] miniseries which brought Hal Jordan back to life and made him a Green Lantern once again. DC Comics subsequently began a new Green Lantern (vol. 4) series starting with issue #1 (July 2005), making Hal Jordan once again a Green Lantern and his past homicidal actions retconned to be the result of Parallax, now revealed to be caused by Hal having been infected by an ancient fear entity that had possessed him and used him as a puppet. In the Green Lantern (vol.4) it shows how in an effort to try to rebuild his life, Jordan has moved to the nearly deserted Coast City, which is slowly being rebuilt. He has been reinstated as a Captain in the United States Air Force, and works in the Test Pilot Program at Edwards Air Force Base[image: External link]. The series introduces new supporting characters for Hal, a man from his and his late-father's pasts, Air Force's General Jonathan "Herc" Stone, who learns his secret identity during a battle with the Manhunters and acts as his ally. He also begins to develop a romantic attraction with his fellow pilot, the beautiful Captain Jillian "Cowgirl" Pearlman[image: External link].[15][16][17] Returning characters also include Carol Ferris, Tom Kalmaku, and Jordan's younger brother James Jordan with his sister-in-law Susan and their children, Howard and Jane.

The Green Lantern Corps also has been successfully rebuilt. Despite the revelation that Hal's past villainous activity was because of the influence of Parallax, many of his fellow Corps officers are unwilling to trust him. Despite being freed from Parallax, his experience also leads him occasionally to have a lack of confidence and self-doubt. Jordan also becomes friends with Kyle Rayner after their first battle with Parallax.

In his new title, he faces revamped versions of his Silver Age foes such as Hector Hammond[image: External link], The Shark[image: External link] and Black Hand[image: External link].[18][19][20]

Hal helps briefly with the attack of the OMACs[image: External link] and Brother Eye[image: External link].[21] He also fights alongside a group of heroes against the Society, defending Metropolis[image: External link]. Guy Gardner[image: External link] leads the Green Lantern Corps attack against Superboy-Prime[image: External link] with Hal appearing in the group.[22]

As part of DC's retconning of the entire universe; as of Green Lantern vol. 4, #10, the book has skipped ahead one year[image: External link], bringing drastic changes to Hal Jordan's life, as with every other hero in the DC Universe. It is revealed that Jordan spent time as a P.O.W. in an unnamed conflict and has feelings of guilt from his inability to free himself and his fellow Captives.[23]

A new account of Green Lantern's origins was released in the (2008) Green Lantern series. In this new origin Hal Jordan is working as an assistant mechanic under Tom Kalmaku, barred from flying due to his insubordination while in the USAF[image: External link] and his employer's lingering guilt about his father's death in the line of duty. Then Abin Sur[image: External link], while fighting Atrocitus[image: External link] of the Five Inversion, crashes near Coast City.[24][25]

Hal and the rest of the Green Lantern Corps find themselves at war with Sinestro[image: External link] and his army, the Sinestro Corps[image: External link] during the events of the Sinestro Corps War[image: External link][26] As a Green Lantern native to Earth, Hal is featured in the Final Crisis[image: External link] mini-series by Grant Morrison[image: External link].[27]

In the Agent Orange story arc, Jordan is briefly in command of Agent Orange[image: External link]'s power battery after he steals it from Agent Orange in a battle. The orange light of avarice converses with Jordan, his costume changes, and he becomes the new Agent Orange. However, Larfleeze[image: External link] quickly takes his power battery back from Jordan.[28]

Jordan is also a character of focus in the new Justice League of America series as a charter member of the revamped JLA. He is also involved in the first plotline of the Brave and the Bold[image: External link] monthly series, teaming up first with Batman[image: External link] and later Supergirl[image: External link]. When teamed with the fledgling Supergirl, Hal is very impressed with her cleverness, although he finds her flirtatious behavior somewhat unnerving.[29]

In the Justice League: Cry for Justice[image: External link] mini-series, Hal leads his own Justice League with Green Arrow[image: External link], Shazam[image: External link], Supergirl, Congorilla[image: External link], Starman[image: External link], Batwoman[image: External link], and the Atom[image: External link] in order to avenge the deaths of Martian Manhunter[image: External link] and Batman.[30] Jordan eventually recruits some of the former Titans[image: External link] members for the League's new lineup, including Batman's successor Dick Grayson[image: External link], Donna Troy, and Starfire.
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During the Blackest Night[image: External link] event, Hal allies himself with six other Lantern Corps during The War of Light. He finds himself facing many of his deceased allies, enemies, and people he failed to save reanimated as undead Black Lanterns[image: External link] under the control of the Green Lantern Corps' ancient enemy Nekron[image: External link]. Hal finds himself not only teaming up with Barry Allen[image: External link] (otherwise known as The Flash), who is also resurrected from his death, but also must work with his enemies Sinestro, Atrocitus, Larfleeze, and his former lover Carol Ferris.

After the events of Brightest Day: Green Lantern, the storyline continues into War of the Green Lanterns[image: External link]. DC Comics revealed the covers.[31][32][33] that Hal will be joining the Sinestro Corps during "War of the Green Lanterns". Hal and Guy are captured by Krona.[34] However, they escape from Krona's forces and reclaim their Green Lantern rings to fight him and his entity-possessed Guardians.[35] During the final battle, Hal manages to free Carol, Sinestro and the others from the Book of the Black. During the process Sinestro becomes a Green Lantern once again. Jordan manages to defeat and kill Krona, releasing the entities from the Guardians. However, the Guardians believing Hal to be the most dangerous Green Lantern, discharge him from the Corps, strip him of his ring and return him to Earth.[36] It is revealed that the Guardians are afraid of Jordan because they believe what happened to Krona would eventually happen to them if they allow him to continue being a Green Lantern.[37]

During the relaunch of the Green Lantern series in The New 52[image: External link], Jordan is back to his civilian life on Earth. He has been discharged from the United States Air Force. Jordan is arrested and Carol bails him out. She offers him a job, but not as a pilot. They go on a date but Carol is enraged when Jordan fails to propose marriage. He is then confronted by Sinestro who offers him a Green Lantern ring.[38] A ring he created himself and has complete control over, telling Hal if he wants his real ring back he will help him destroy the Sinestro Corps who have enslaved Korugar during his absence.[39] Before they leave for Korugar Green Lantern wants to say goodbye to Carol but Sinestro does not let him, stating that doing what needs to be done is more important than a failed romance. When the two arrive at Korugar, Green Lantern is tasked by Sinestro in deactivating the central yellow power battery, as he explains that only a Green Lantern can do it. However, when Green Lantern gets to the battery, it begins to disintegrate him. Before he is fully disintegrated, he expresses his belief that Sinestro set him up.[40] The disintegration is revealed to be an opening portal to the Anti-Matter Universe, and when the battery realizes Green Lantern is not Sinestro, the transport is aborted, and an unconscious Green Lantern is deposited outside the battery, amidst a crowd of Yellow Lanterns. He is then imprisoned in a cell meant to foil escape attempts by draining power from his green ring. With his last power left in his ring Green Lantern creates an image of Carol. When Sinestro is caught and imprisoned in a nearby cell, Hal suggests using the last of Sinestro's power to split his ring into hundreds of copies to be used by the captive Korugarans. The plan works, but the Korugarans close in on Sinestro, preparing to take their revenge,[41] before Hal convinces them to use their power against the Sinestro Corps instead. After they drain the Sinestro Corps power battery and defeat most of the Corps, Green Lantern is returned to Earth retaining the ring Sinestro gave him without any means of charging it. The next day he finds Carol and begs her to take him back, explaining that she was the last thing he wanted to see when he was absolutely certain that he was going to die. Carol accepts Hal's apology and the two reunite.[42]

However Sinestro reactivates Green Lantern's ring, telling him that they must work together again.[43] Green Lantern initially refuses to work with him, until Sinestro reveals that the Guardians are planning to replace the Green Lantern Corps. Suddenly, the Indigo Tribe comes to Earth and kidnaps Sinestro, forcing Green Lantern to follow them into Nok, the Indigo homeworld. However, Green Lantern is captured and meets up with Black Hand[image: External link], who has been turned into an Indigo Lantern.[44] Escaping from Black Hand, Green Lantern tries to find Sinestro, but is shocked to discover that Sinestro has been forcibly inducted into the Indigo Tribe.[45] Green Lantern flees into Nok's forbidden jungles and meets Natromo, the founder of the Indigo Tribe. Natromo tells Hal the origins of the Indigo Tribe, revealing that the Tribe was created to fight the Guardians in case they ever became mad with power. He also says that the Indigo Tribesmen used to be some of the most dangerous criminals in the universe; Iroque, before she became Indigo-1, killed Abin Sur's daughter. When Green Lantern reveals that Abin Sur is dead, Natromo sadly destroys the Indigo Central Battery. Although Sinestro is freed from the Indigo ring, the other Indigo Lanterns are released as well, reverting them back to bloodthirsty sadists.[46] Green Lantern manages to convince Natromo to reconstruct the Indigo Battery, with the help of Iroque, who is still capable of feeling compassion even without her ring. Although the Indigo Tribe is restored to normal, Sinestro is forced back into the Tribe as well. Indigo-1 agrees to release Sinestro from his Indigo ring, but only if Green Lantern swears to help Sinestro become a hero again.[47]

As the Indigo Tribe releases Sinestro, Natromo inverts the link between Green Lantern's and Sinestro's ring. Now, Green Lantern can control Sinestro's ring instead of the other way around. Unfortunately, Black Hand has escaped the Indigo Tribe's control. Indigo-1 teleports the two Lanterns to Korugar, where Sinestro has hidden the Book of the Black. As they read the Book to find out more about the Guardians's plans to replace the Green Lantern Corps, they are teleported right to Black Hand's old home.[48] Green Lantern and Sinestro pass out after running out of power in their rings.[49] Black Hand buries Sinestro and Green Lantern alive. Green Lantern breaks free and fights against Black Hand, and is saved by Sinestro. The two of them fight Black Hand until the Guardians arrive, who command Black Hand to kill them. As their life is draining away, Green Lantern and Sinestro fuse their rings together with an unknown message, before they seemingly die.[50] However, they are later revealed to have survived, but they are trapped in a mysterious realm surrounded by darkness.[51]

Hal and Sinestro begin traveling through the Dead Zone, wherein they encounter a mysterious figure lurking in the zone observing them.[52] This mysterious stranger is revealed to be Tomar-Re[image: External link], who asks Hal and Sinestro to stop Volthoom (The First Lantern) before he changes reality. Hal and Sinestro are confronted by the fallen Lantern members in the Dead Zone.[53] When new Green Lantern Simon Baz[image: External link] enters the Dead Zone during a fight with Black Hand, he attempts to rescue them, but is only able to split his ring once. Sinestro claims the ring by forcing Hal to experience a moment of fear when he threatens Hal with the loss of Carol. Hal contemplates committing suicide so he could harness Black Hand's ring as it is the only way to leave the Dead Zone.[54]

When Hal makes the ultimate sacrifice and transforms into a Black Lantern, he uses the telepathy of the Indigo Tribe to open the Dead Zone portal. Green Lantern finally manages to escape and attacks Volthoom with the hordes of undead, but Volthoom effortlessly destroys the army and nearly possesses Green Lantern. After a Parallax-empowered Sinestro fails to kill Volthoom as well, Green Lantern proceeds to summon Nekron and finally destroys him. After the battle is over, Green Lantern is released from being a Black Lantern and returns to life as Green Lantern again, finally reuniting with Carol. Before departing, Sinestro reminds Green Lantern of a question he was about to ask him during their near-death back on Ysmault. Green Lantern asks if they had ever been truly friends, to which Sinestro replies that the tragedy is they always will be.[55]

During the events of Green Lantern: Lights Out, Kyle Rayner and the Templar Guardians discover a space anomaly at the edge of the universe. The nearby of Rayner's Power Ring wake up a being inside the anomaly called Relic[image: External link], a scientist born in a universe prior to the actual, extinguished due to a war between the lanterns of his universe, called "Lightsmiths". Believing in the existence of a reservoir for the Emotional Spectrum[image: External link] and fearing that the Lanterns made the same mistake that the Lightsmiths, Relic destroys the Green Lantern Corps Central Power Battery and the planet Oa, doing the same thing to planet Odym and the entire Blue Lanterns Corps[image: External link] except for Saint Walker[image: External link]. Trying to stop him, Jordan and the Green Lanterns Corps locate Relic in the Source Wall[image: External link], where Kyle realizes that he is the key to pass to the other side. Rayner and Relic pass to the other side, refilling the reservoir when this one was emptying and increasing the universe's lifespan again. Relic is trapped in the Source Wall, meanwhile Rayner manages to escape from the Source Wall after Jordan left the Source Wall believing Rayner is dead. Convinced by the Templar Guardians, he and Carol Ferris[image: External link] keep Rayner's survival a secret from the other lanterns.

In Green Lantern: Godhead, Highfather[image: External link] and the New Gods[image: External link] launch a simultaneous attack to steal a Power Ring from each color in order to get the "Life Equation", a definitive weapon to defeat Darkseid[image: External link], after a brief conversation between Highfather and Relic, still trapped in the Source Wall, where Highfather learns about Power Rings and the risk to the reservoir at the other side of Source Wall. Jordan, now the leader of the Corps, with the planet Mogo[image: External link] now serving as the new base for the Corps, warns all Lanterns of the danger of the New Gods. Launching an attack against them, Jordan allies with Sinestro[image: External link] to defeat Highfather[image: External link], but in the attack are betrayed by Indigo-1[image: External link], believing that Lanterns are a serious danger to the entire universe. Unable to defeat the New Gods due to their superior powers, Jordan visits Earth to talk with Black Hand[image: External link], explaining the menace of the New Gods[image: External link]. Hand accepts his proposal to help Jordan to defeat the New Gods (enticed by the promise of being able to convert dead gods into undead for his Black Lantern army), both traveling to the Source Wall, where Hand discovers that the Source Wall is actually a mass grave. After liberating the dead from the wall, Jordan and Hand travel to New Genesis[image: External link] with a Boom Tube[image: External link] created by Sinestro[image: External link] with a Mother Box[image: External link]. In the final attack Rayner resurrects the dead from the Wall, and Jordan receives the rendition of Highfather when he understands that he is becoming what he hates – Darkseid – in his obsession with their private war. Finally, Highfather and Jordan affirm the peace between Lanterns and New Gods, and Relic warns that the Source is changed and that something is wrong.
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Hal Jordan is featured as a part of Justice League series relaunch as well. The initial issues of the title take place five years prior as Jordan assists Batman[image: External link] against a mysterious threat[image: External link].[56] It is shown he is already friends with Barry Allen[image: External link] and each know the other's secret identity.[57] Hal also believes with the ring he can overcome anything by himself by sheer force of will. This leads to reckless behavior that almost gets him killed. It is only when Batman reminds him of his mortality by revealing his own identity as Bruce Wayne does Hal reconsider his approach.[58] Five years after the team forms, Green Lantern resigns from the Justice League in an effort to keep the group functioning after his behavior put the team in peril during their fight with David Graves[image: External link].[59] Subsequently, he returns to the Justice League to help Jessica Cruz[image: External link] learn how to control her powers.

In the aftermath, Hal gets a new look as he goes rogue from the Green Lantern Corps in order to create a scapegoat for the Corps and be the focus of the universe's blame and distrust for everything that had taken place in recent issues, such as the Third Army's assault or Relic's attack. The Corps itself – unaware of Jordan's intentions to show the universe that the Green Lanterns are not corrupt and will go after one of their own – believes that he has actually betrayed them when he attacks Kilowog. Along the way, Jordan steals a Green Lantern prototype gauntlet and power pack from the armoury, allowing him to continue to operate as a hero without the need for a power ring, although he is sometimes required to fight other Lanterns to maintain the illusion of independence.
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Hal returns to Earth temporarily to assign Simon Baz and Jessica Cruz the task of protecting Earth while the other human Green Lanterns and him are in space. He takes their Power Batteries and fuses them into a single battery to help the two bond as Lantern partners.

Subsequently, in DC Rebirth[image: External link], Hal returns as Green Lantern again after abandoning the prototype gauntlet due to its energies starting to transform him into a living construct, although he uses it one final time to forge a new power ring for himself before discarding it.[60] Hal now equipped with his self-constructed power ring is a one-man corps searching for the rest of the Green Lanterns and hunting down the Sinestro Corps. Hal takes on several Yellow Lanterns before fighting Sinestro and getting injured. He is healed by Soranik, Sinestro's daughter who now is a Yellow Lantern like her father. After being healed he takes on and defeats Sinestro and saves Guy Gardner who was being tortured by Sinestro. Hal is now reunited with the Green Lanterns who have entered a war with the Sinestro Corps.

The battle leads them to the planet of Green Lantern Tomar-Tu. As they fight, Braniac shrinks the planet with the Lanterns in it. The shrunken planet is given to the Grand Collector which turns out to be Larfleeze, the Orange Lantern. The Green and Yellow Lanterns must work together now to escape. Hal is believed to be dead in the destruction that came with the shrinking of the planet. He has been transported to the Emerald Space, an afterlife for deceased Lanterns. Guardians, Ganthet and Sayd call upon White Lantern Kyle Rayner to rescue Hal. Kyle pulls him out of the Emerald Space and the two meet up with the rest and escape from the shrunken planet and restore it. Larfleeze escaped with his Orange construct Lanterns. The Green and Yellow Lanterns form an alliance.
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Main article: Power ring (DC Comics)[image: External link]


As a Green Lantern, Jordan is semi-invulnerable, capable of projecting hard-light constructions, flight, and utilizing various other abilities through his power ring which are only limited by his imagination and willpower. Jordan, as a Green Lantern, has exceptional willpower.

As Parallax, Hal was one of the most powerful beings in all of the DC Universe. In addition to his normal Green Lantern powers, he was able to manipulate and reconfigure time-space to his will, manipulate reality at a large scale, had vast superhuman strength which he demonstrated by being able to knock out Superman with one punch, a higher sense of awareness and enhanced durability. As Parallax he still was able to be harmed nearly just as easily as a normal Green Lantern but seemed to be able to endure more physical punishment. While Hal Jordan was Parallax he was never defeated by physical force, all of his very few defeats were of a changed mental state during or after the battle, which was usually the result of dealing with his own conscience and he would just give up, leave the battle and hide himself.

While at some point acting as a renegade so that the Corps can use him as a scapegoat for recent events, Jordan uses Krona's prototype gauntlet instead of a power ring, giving him greater power as the gauntlet wields the energy of twelve power rings rather than just one.
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As with other characters published by DC Comics, many alternative universe versions and analogues of the character have appeared within both the Green Lantern series and other titles. In Action Comics[image: External link] #856, a Bizarro[image: External link] version of Hal, called Yellow Lantern, is featured. Yellow Lantern possessed a Sinestro Corps[image: External link] ring and used to inflict fear among Htrae[image: External link]'s inhabitants.[61]

The Green Lantern of Earth-5[image: External link] is shown to be the Hal Jordan of Captain Marvel's[image: External link] world ( Earth-5[image: External link]) in the new 52 multiverse. He is killed in Countdown: Arena[image: External link] #2 by Monarch[image: External link].[62] A Green Lantern named Hal Jordan III, grandson of the original Hal Jordan, from the world of Batman Beyond[image: External link]. He is labelled as Green Lantern of Earth-12[image: External link]. He loses his left arm in battle with Monarch[image: External link].[62]

The character has also appeared in and been the focus of many Elseworlds titles such including JLA: Age of Wonder[image: External link],[63] DC: The New Frontier[image: External link],[64] Superman: Red Son[image: External link],[65] JLA: The Nail[image: External link][66] (Where he was the leader and most powerful member of the JLA in a world where Superman was never found by the Kents), Green Lantern: Evil's Might[image: External link][67] and the John Byrne penned Superman & Batman: Generations[image: External link] 2 (This Jordan pursuing a career in politics before he was forced to use the ring against Sinestro)[68] and a part of the Frank Miller Dark Knight universe, appearing in All Star Batman and Robin[image: External link][69] and Batman: The Dark Knight Strikes Again[image: External link].

In The Dark Knight Returns, it is stated that Jordan left Earth years ago when politics forced the heroes to 'retire', while in The Dark Knight Strikes Again, he returned when Batman requested his help to destroy Lex Luthor's weapons satellites).[70] In The Dark Knight III: The Master Race[image: External link], Hal returns to Earth once again when a group of Kryptonians led by the ruthless Quar are released from Kandor, but the Kryptonians dismiss him as nothing but a man with a ring and burn his hand off before leaving him to fall to his death.[71]

In the DC/Marvel Company crossover series Amalgam Comics[image: External link], there appeared to be two amalgams of Hal. The Iron Lantern[image: External link] was the amalgam of Hal Jordan and Tony Stark[image: External link]. His identity was known as Hal Stark. Another unknown amalgam of Hal Jordan appeared in Speed Demon[image: External link] #1, in which the Speed Demon[image: External link] killed "Madman" Jordan, as apparently this Jordan had committed a horrible crime.

Hal Jordan is a character in JLA/Avengers[image: External link], which featured a crossover[image: External link] between DC and Marvel Comics. Despite the fact that both teams travel to both of their respective universes, this is one of the few comics featuring multiple universes that remains in (DC) continuity. During this story, Hal gets a vision of his future as Parallax in the 'real' universe after a reality is created where the two universes have regularly interacted for years, but nevertheless resolves to restore reality as the heroes cannot choose their lives over the lives of those being affected by the current chronal disruption.

An alternate version of Hal Jordan also appeared in the Pocket Universe Earth created by the Time Trapper[image: External link]. He, along with various other heroes who had no superpowers in this reality, teamed up with a good version of Lex Luthor[image: External link] to stop three evil Kryptonians who had escaped from the Phantom Zone[image: External link]. Hal Jordan piloted an advanced jet craft that was easily destroyed by the Kryptonians.

Though Jordan was never one of the main characters in the award-winning mini-series Kingdom Come[image: External link], a version of him from the Earth-22 (A post Infinite Crisis[image: External link] alternate universe[image: External link]) made a cameo on the end of the storyline" Thy Kingdom Come" story arc on the issue of Justice Society of America[image: External link] (vol. 3) #22, during Batman's funeral.

A new version of Power Ring[image: External link], the villainous Green Lantern analogue of the Crime Syndicate of America[image: External link], appeared and is stated as being the "original" (though previously unseen) iteration of the character. He has been presumed dead years earlier. It is implied that he was reborn in his reality as a direct result of Jordan's resurrection in Green Lantern: Rebirth.[72]

In the alternate timeline of the Flashpoint[image: External link] event, Hal Jordan was reckless as a flying ace. He along with Carol Ferris was on a F-22 Raptor entering Western Europe territory before the Shark[image: External link] attacks. Hal forces the Shark to crash his jet into Carol's jet, and both of them barely got out of the ejection system. Upon their return to America, Hal was about to fly the jet. However, he witnesses the spaceship crash on Earth and was approached by the ship's survivor, Abin Sur, asking for help.[73] However, Abin Sur is subsequently taken into custody by Cyborg[image: External link] and the government to be questioned about his reasons for being on Earth.[74] Later, when Amazonian[image: External link] invisible planes[image: External link] invade over Coast City[image: External link], Hal and Carol manage to shoot down the invisible planes and the Hydra that they dropped. Later, Hal is volunteered by the President of the United States for a mission to use a Green Arrow Industries[image: External link] nuclear weapon to bomb Western Europe.[75] Later, Hal is ready to fly on the F-35[image: External link] with the Green Arrow nuclear weapon attempting to destroy Western Europe at the end of the Atlantean/Amazon war.[76] During the battles on New Themyscira, Hal possesses the remaining nuclear weapon, but his firing mechanism jams. Hal's only option is to fly through New Themyscira in a suicide attack[image: External link], causing a process which destroys not only New Themyscira's invisible shield, but Hal with it. Afterwards, Thomas Kalmaku[image: External link] gives Carol a note saying that Hal was afraid to say that he had always loved her. Carol sees the engagement ring that he was going to propose to her.[77]

In the distant future, the Book of Oa shows that Hal will eventually marry Carol and their son would be named Martin Jordan after Hal's father.[55]

The comic book prequel tie-in to the game Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] sees that universe's Hal Jordan willingly joining Superman's group of heroes in obtaining peace on Earth through more forceful matters. While Jordan plays a relatively small role in Year One, he is a more featured character in the Year Two series, where his loyalty to Superman causes conflicts with his loyalty to the Green Lantern Corps. Eventually putting Superman's Regime above them, Hal is eventually stripped of his Green Lantern power ring by Ganthet, having been officially declared a renegade. Sinestro, having joined Superman's Regime and mended his relationship with Hal, offers him a Yellow Ring instead, which he accepts in order to save Carol Ferris' life. The annual—taking place before the war—details that Hal, despite his loyalty to Superman, unconsciously harbors small doubts that the Man of Steel's motivations are as pure as he makes them out to be, acknowledging that he has seen many worlds where one person deemed themselves the only one capable of saving everyone. He grew closer to Sinestro after the latter destroyed an all-powerful device they were sent to retrieve, getting past his disdain and resentment of his former mentor. In Year Three he deals with magical forces alongside the Regime, going up against Renee Montoya before their battle is interrupted by the demon Trigon and the interdimensional imp Mr. Mxyzptlk, whose fight nearly engulfs them in Hell. In Year Four he is the first to recognize Superman's growing condescending attitude and openly shows resentment at being treated as such. In Year Five he further voices discontent when Superman begins recruiting villains to the Regime and becomes more open to brutal violence. After Victor Zsasz escapes prison and kills Alfred Pennyworth, he, Superman, Wonder Woman, and Damian Wayne nearly capture Batman after he tracks the killer, but Flash helps him get away. Hal remains suspicious about how Zsasz was able to escape and suspects either Sinestro or Superman released him, deciding to find out when Sinestro refuses to confirm or deny it. However, he later discusses with the Flash how he is reluctant to discover the truth, for if it turns out Superman did orchestrate Zsasz's escape, then the Regime are sided with a killer. Zsasz is later killed in custody, and with no surveillance having been on to reveal the killer, Hal is unable to determine who is at fault. Near the end of the series he, Wonder Woman, and Superman track down Batman at his lead-lined base and are close to apprehending him. Batman distracts them by recounting all the tragic actions taken by the Regime, during which Superman does not deny he did in fact play a role in Alfred's death, shocking Hal and Diana. He is then transported like everyone else to the other side of the world once Batman's final plan pans out.

In the possible future of Futures End[image: External link], Hal Jordan had left his role as Corps Leader behind, promising to never again leave Earth unprotected after a gruesome war killed thousands of people, including Hal's mother. Living what looks like a bachelor's life in Coast City, Hal learns from his deceased father that Krona has become the new leader of the Black Lantern Corps, which forces Hal to renege on his vow and to take them head on with only the help of a new ally, Relic. The ensuing battle occurs near the Source Wall[image: External link], which is a miniature Blackest Night version, with Relic giving Hal access to the rest of the emotional spectrum needed to handle his foes. As Hal is quickly overrun, he sacrifices himself to end the Black Lantern threat once and for all. Critically wounded and barely alive, Hal is placed inside the Source Wall, just like Relic was.[78]

In the crossover series Star Trek/Green Lantern: The Spectrum War, the return of Nekron in a not-too-distant future results in the complete destruction of the DC Universe,[79] with Hal Jordan and the other members of the original 'new Guardians' the only survivors after Ganthet initiates the 'Last Light' protocol, banishing all surviving ring-wielders to the alternate Star Trek universe[image: External link], where his corpse is collected by the USS Enterprise.[80] After Hal makes contact with the Enterprise and learns of Nekron's return in this universe, he assists the crew in thwarting the new ring-bearers, as well as dealing with the threats of Atrocitus, Sinestro and Larfleeze. With Nekron defeated, Hal joins the Enterprise in their mission of exploration.[81] In the sequel, Hal leads the Enterprise crew in tracking down the Oa of this universe, culminating in Kirk becoming the first Green Lantern native to the Star Trek universe, accompanying Hal as he prepares to search for this world's version of Krypton.

In the in-continuity company-wide story Convergence[image: External link], the Zero Hour-era Hal Jordan and the people of Metropolis are stolen from that timeline immediately before the reboot event at the end of Zero Hour by Brainiac[image: External link] and stored on the planet Telos along with cities of heroes and villains from other eras and Earths of the DC Comics Multiverse.[82] The villain Deimos[image: External link], also on the planet, steals the power of the Time Masters[image: External link] and attempts to remake the Multiverse in his image, only to be killed by Hal Jordan, using the power of Parallax and still vengeful over the lost of Coast City. This attack causes the Multiverse to begin to unravel, prompting a crisis event which it will not survive.[83] When Brainiac explains that he can send the heroes home, he is prevented by damage from the original Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link] event from restoring the universe to normal. Seeking redemption for his recent actions, Parallax volunteers to go with the pre- Flashpoint[image: External link] era Superman to the time of the original Crisis. Their contribution to that great battle is enough to change the outcome and avert the collapse of the original Multiverse; and thus Parallax saves the Multiverse, and undoes the events of Zero Hour in the process.[84]

In the DC Bombshells series, Hal Jordan is an American pilot attending a Christmas party in London who becomes smitten with Harley Quinn[image: External link] after witnessing her beat up most of the men at the scene. Harley tricks him to take her to the airfield, where she knocks him out and steals his plane.[85]
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 In other media




Main article: Green Lantern in other media[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television





	Jordan was portrayed in live-action television by Howard Murphy in the 1979 Legends of the Superheroes[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
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	Hal Jordan was the featured character in a solo series which was part of The Superman/Aquaman Hour of Adventure[image: External link] and as well as part of the Justice League segments in 1967 voiced by Gerald Mohr[image: External link].

	
Michael Rye[image: External link] voiced Hal Jordan in the various Super Friends[image: External link] incarnations: Challenge of the Super Friends[image: External link], Super Friends[image: External link], Super Friends: The Legendary Super Powers Show[image: External link], and The Super Powers Team: Galactic Guardians[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears briefly in the Justice League Unlimited[image: External link] episode "The Once and Future Thing, Part 2: Time, Warped" voiced by Adam Baldwin[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan made a cameo appearance in the Duck Dodgers[image: External link] episode "The Green Loontern" in which he is voiced by Kevin Smith[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan made a non-speaking cameo in the season four finale episode of The Batman[image: External link] and was voiced by Dermot Mulroney[image: External link] in season five episodes "Ring Toss" and the series finale episode "Lost Heroes".

	Hal Jordan appears in Batman: The Brave and the Bold[image: External link] voiced by Loren Lester[image: External link]. He appears in the episodes "The Eyes of Despero!", "Aquaman's Outrageous Adventure!" & "Sidekicks Assemble!" in a non-speaking cameo and is mentioned in "Darkseid Descending!" and appears in the episode "The Scorn of the Star Sapphire!"

	Hal Jordan appears in Young Justice[image: External link] with the episodes "Fireworks", "Failsafe", "Usual Suspects", "Auld Acquaintance", "Alienated" and "Endgame" in a non-speaking appearance and the episode "Agendas" voiced by Dee Bradley Baker[image: External link].

	
Josh Keaton[image: External link] provided the voice for Jordan, who was the star in Green Lantern: The Animated Series[image: External link], which aired from 2012–2013.[86]


	Hal Jordan appears in DC Super Hero Girls[image: External link] voiced again by Josh Keaton. He appears as a student in Super Hero High.

	Hal Jordan appears in Justice League Action[image: External link], with Keaton reprising his role again.[87]
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 Film





	
Ryan Reynolds portrayed Hal Jordan in the 2011 live-action Green Lantern film directed by Martin Campbell[image: External link].[88]


	Hal Jordan will be featured as one of the main characters in the DC Extended Universe[image: External link]:

	Hal Jordan will appear in the live-action reboot Green Lantern Corps[image: External link].[89]


	Hal Jordan will appear in the currently untitled Justice League sequel[image: External link].[90][91]
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 Animation





	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film adaptation of a Darwyn Cooke graphic novel[image: External link] entitled Justice League: The New Frontier[image: External link], voiced by David Boreanaz[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Green Lantern: First Flight[image: External link] voiced by Christopher Meloni[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Justice League: Crisis on Two Earths[image: External link] voiced by Nolan North[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the anthology feature film Green Lantern: Emerald Knights[image: External link] voiced by Nathan Fillion[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Justice League: Doom[image: External link] with Nathan Fillion reprising his role.

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Justice League: The Flashpoint Paradox[image: External link] with Nathan Fillion reprising his role.

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Justice League: War[image: External link] voiced by Justin Kirk[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Justice League: Throne of Atlantis[image: External link] with Nathan Fillion reprising his role.

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated film Lego Batman: The Movie – DC Super Heroes Unite[image: External link] (an adaptation of the video game of the same name[image: External link]), voiced by Cam Clarke[image: External link].

	Hal Jordan appears in the animated films Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Attack of the Legion of Doom[image: External link] and Lego DC Comics Super Heroes: Justice League: Cosmic Clash[image: External link] with Josh Keaton reprising his role.

	Hal Jordan appears in The Lego Movie[image: External link] voiced by Jonah Hill. He is depicted as a Master Builder and is considered to be a nuisance to Superman.

	Hal Jordan appears in The Lego Batman Movie[image: External link], with Jonah Hill reprising the role. He is shown as a member of the Justice League and seen at Superman's party.
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 Video games





	Jordan appears as a playable character in Mortal Kombat vs. DC Universe[image: External link] voiced by Josh Phillips[image: External link].

	Jordan appears as a playable character in the DS version of Batman: The Brave and the Bold – The Videogame[image: External link] with Loren Lester reprising his role.

	Jordan appears as a playable character in Green Lantern: Rise of the Manhunters[image: External link] voiced by Ryan Reynolds reprising his role.

	Jordan appears as a playable character in DC Universe Online[image: External link] voiced by Gray Haddock[image: External link].

	Jordan appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 2: DC Super Heroes[image: External link] voiced by Cam Clarke[image: External link].

	Jordan appears as a playable character in Injustice: Gods Among Us[image: External link] voiced by Adam Baldwin[image: External link] reprising his role. He is among the Justice League members that are transported to the Regime's Earth. Upon saving that world's Deathstroke from Cyborg and Raven, Green Lantern faces off against Sinestro and his counterpart who is now operating as Yellow Lantern. Afterwards, Green Lantern, Wonder Woman, Green Arrow, and Aquaman help out the Insurgency against the Regime. During the final battle against the Regime, Hal Jordan assists the Insurgency against the Regime. When Superman defeats Sinestro, he convinces Yellow Jordan to surrender. Upon Superman defeating the alternate Superman, Green Lantern handed his counterpart and Sinestro over to the Guardians of the Universe.

	Jordan appears as a playable character in The Lego Movie Videogame[image: External link].

	Jordan appears as a playable character in Lego Batman 3: Beyond Gotham[image: External link] with Josh Keaton reprising his role.

	Jordan appears as a playable character in Infinite Crisis[image: External link] with Nolan North reprising his role.

	Jordan returns as a playable character in the sequel Injustice 2[image: External link], voiced by Steven Blum[image: External link]. He is now pardoned to return to Green Lantern Corps to atone his sins and offers his partnership to Batman. Batman sends him to Atlantis to recruit Aquaman to join combatting Brainiac, but they are confronted by Brainiac's forces and the Society. After defeating them, Hal is approached by Atrocitus who wants to use his rage to recruit him into the Red Lantern Corps. Hal manages to resist his anger and defeats Atrocitus. In the game's climax, he sides with Batman on allowing Brainiac to live so the captured and lost cities could be restored. He manages to resist the rage again after Brainiac's ship deletes Coast City from its memories (potentially killing Carol and his family), but fails to stop Superman after his hand is broken during their fight. In his arcade mode ending when he returns to Oa after defeating Brainiac, he learns that Sinestro had escaped from his science cell and retreated to his Sinestro Corps. This leads Hal to go undercover as Yellow Lantern, while trying to suppress the yellow ring's fear spectrum from controlling him.
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Hal Jordan's stories have been collected into a number of volumes[image: External link]:



	Title
	Material collected
	ISBN



	Green Lantern Archives[image: External link] (color, hardcover)



	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 1
	
Showcase #22–24; Green Lantern vol. 2, #1–5
	HC: 1-56389-087-9[image: External link][92]




	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #6–13
	HC: 1-56389-566-8[image: External link][93]




	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 3
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #14–21
	HC: 1-56389-713-X[image: External link][94]




	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 4
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #22–29
	HC: 1-56389-811-X[image: External link][95]




	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 5
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #30–38
	HC: 1-4012-0404-X[image: External link][96]




	Green Lantern Archives Vol. 6
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #39–47
	HC: 1-4012-1189-5[image: External link][97]




	The Green Lantern Omnibus (color, hardcover)



	The Green Lantern Omnibus Vol. 1
	
Showcase #22–24; Green Lantern vol. 2, #1–21
	HC: 1-4012-3056-3[image: External link]




	The Green Lantern Omnibus Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #22–45
	HC: 1-4012-3295-7[image: External link]




	Green Lantern Chronicles (color, paperback)



	Green Lantern Chronicles Vol. 1
	
Showcase #22–24; Green Lantern vol. 2, #1–3
	SC: 1-4012-2163-7[image: External link][98]




	Green Lantern Chronicles Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #4–9
	SC: 1-4012-2499-7[image: External link]




	Green Lantern Chronicles Vol. 3
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #10–14; The Flash #143
	SC: 1-4012-2915-8[image: External link]




	Green Lantern Chronicles Vol. 4
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #15–20
	SC: 1-4012-3396-1[image: External link]




	
Showcase Presents[image: External link]: Green Lantern (black and white, paperback)



	Showcase Presents: Green Lantern Vol. 1
	
Showcase #22–24; Green Lantern vol. 2, #1–17
	SC: 1-4012-0759-6[image: External link][99]




	Showcase Presents: Green Lantern Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #18–37; The Flash #143
	SC: 1-4012-1264-6[image: External link][100]




	Showcase Presents: Green Lantern Vol. 3
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #39–59
	SC: 1-4012-1792-3[image: External link][101]




	Showcase Presents: Green Lantern Vol. 4
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #60–75
	SC: 1-4012-2278-1[image: External link][102]




	Green Lantern/Green Arrow



	Green Lantern/Green Arrow Vol. 1
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #76–82
	SC: 1-4012-0224-1[image: External link][103]




	Green Lantern/Green Arrow Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 2, #83–87, 89; back-ups from Flash vol. 2, #212–219
	SC: 1-4012-0230-6[image: External link][104]




	Miscellaneous



	Cosmic Odyssey[image: External link]
	
Cosmic Odyssey #1–4 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-56389-051-8[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: The Road Back
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #1–8
	SC: 1-56389-045-3[image: External link][105]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn #1–6 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-4352-4580-6[image: External link][106]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn II
	
Green Lantern: Emerald Dawn II #1–6 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-4012-0016-8[image: External link][107]




	Green Lantern: Ganthet[image: External link]'s Tale
	Graphic Novel
	SC: 1-56389-026-7[image: External link]




	Superman[image: External link]: The Return of Superman[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #46; Action Comics[image: External link] #687–691; The Adventures of Superman[image: External link] #500–505; Superman[image: External link] vol. 2, #78–82; Superman: The Man of Steel[image: External link] #22–26
	SC: 1-56389-149-2[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Twilight[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #48–50
	SC: 1-56389-164-6[image: External link]




	As Parallax



	Zero Hour: Crisis in Time[image: External link]
	
Showcase '94 #8–9, Zero Hour: Crisis in Time #0–4 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-56389-184-0[image: External link]




	The Final Night[image: External link]
	
Final Night Preview, #1–4 (miniseries); Parallax: Emerald Night (one-shot)
	SC: 1-56389-419-X[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Emerald Knights
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #99–106; Green Arrow #136
	SC: 1-56389-475-0[image: External link][108]




	Flashbacks



	Flash & Green Lantern: The Brave and the Bold
	
Flash & Green Lantern: The Brave and the Bold #1–6 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-56389-708-3[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Willworld[image: External link]
	Graphic Novel
	HC: 1-56389-782-2[image: External link][109]
SC: 1-56389-993-0[image: External link][110]





	As Spectre



	Green Lantern: The Power of Ion
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #142–150
	SC: 1-56389-972-8[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Brother's Keeper
	
Green Lantern vol. 3, #151–155; Green Lantern Secret Files #3
	SC: 1-4012-0078-8[image: External link]




	On his return



	Green Lantern: Rebirth[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern: Rebirth #1–6 (miniseries)
	HC: 1-4012-0710-3[image: External link][111]
SC: 1-4012-0465-1[image: External link][112]





	Green Lantern: No Fear
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #1–6; Green Lantern Secret Files and Origins #1
	HC: 1-4012-0466-X[image: External link][113]
SC: 1-4012-1058-9[image: External link][114]





	Green Lantern Corps: Recharge[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern Corps: Recharge #1–5 (miniseries)
	SC: 1-4012-0962-9[image: External link][115]




	Green Lantern: Revenge of the Green Lanterns
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #7–13
	HC: 1-4012-1167-4[image: External link][116]
SC: 1-4012-0960-2[image: External link][117]





	Green Lantern: Wanted: Hal Jordan
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #14–20
	HC: 1-4012-1339-1[image: External link][118]
SC: 1-4012-1590-4[image: External link][119]





	Green Lantern Corps: To Be a Lantern
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #1–6
	SC: 1-4012-1356-1[image: External link][120]




	Green Lantern Corps: The Dark Side of Green
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #7–13
	SC: 1-4352-5617-4[image: External link][121]




	Sinestro Corps War[image: External link] Vol. 1
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #21–23; Green Lantern Corps (vol. 2) #14–15; Green Lantern: Sinestro Corps Special

	HC: 1-4012-1650-1[image: External link][122]
SC: 1-4012-1870-9[image: External link][123]





	Sinestro Corps War Vol. 2
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #24–25; Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #16–19
	HC: 1-4012-1800-8[image: External link][124]
SC: 1-4012-2036-3[image: External link][125]





	Tales of the Sinestro Corps Wars
	
Green Lantern: Sinestro Corps Special; Tales of the Sinestro Corps: Ion; Tales of the Sinestro Corps: Parallax; Tales of the Sinestro Corps: Cyborg Superman; Tales of the Sinestro Corps: Superman Prime; Green Lantern/Sinestro Corps Secret Files; back-up stories from Green Lantern #18–20
	HC: 1-4012-1801-6[image: External link][126]
SC: 1-4012-2326-5[image: External link][127]





	Green Lantern Corps: Ring Quest
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #19–20,23–26
	SC: 1-4012-1975-6[image: External link][128]




	Green Lantern: Rage of the Red Lanterns[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #26–28, 36–38; Final Crisis: Rage of the Red Lanterns

	HC: 1-4012-2301-X[image: External link][129]




	Green Lantern: Secret Origin
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #29–35
	HC: 1-4012-1990-X[image: External link][130]




	Green Lantern Corps: Sins of the Star Sapphire
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #27–32
	SC: 1-4012-2273-0[image: External link][131]




	Green Lantern: Agent Orange[image: External link]
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #39–42
	HC: 1-4012-2421-0[image: External link]




	Green Lantern Corps: Emerald Eclipse
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #33–38
	HC: 1-4012-2528-4[image: External link]




	During Blackest Night



	Blackest Night
	
Blackest Night #0–8
	HC: 1-4012-2693-0[image: External link]




	Blackest Night: Green Lantern
	
Green Lantern vol. 4, #43–52
	HC: 1-4012-2786-4[image: External link]




	Blackest Night: Green Lantern Corps
	
Green Lantern Corps vol. 2, #39–47
	HC: 1-4012-2788-0[image: External link]




	During Brightest Day



	Brightest Day: Vol. 1
	
Brightest Day #0–7
	HC: 1-4012-2966-2[image: External link]




	Brightest Day: Vol. 2
	
Brightest Day #8–16
	HC: 1-4012-3083-0[image: External link]




	Brightest Day: Vol. 3
	
Brightest Day #17–24
	HC: 1-4012-3216-7[image: External link]




	Green Lantern: Brightest Day
	
Green Lantern #53–62
	HC: 1-4012-3181-0[image: External link]
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	Kristogar Velo[image: External link]
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