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Faith Always Works

The Death of a Believer

I dedicate my writing to my precious family: Krissie, Lucy and James, a family who has meant so much to me, more than they could possibly know. For you, my heart’s burning desire is that you know and trust Jesus to be both your Saviour and Lord. It is only through Him that we will be reunited in God’s gracious eternal kingdom. At the very least, I pray that my writing will serve as a lasting legacy to you, as it continues to speak into your lives long after I am gone.

‘Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written:

Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.’

(1 Cor. 15:50–58)
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Foreword

Why write? I don’t know; I just started to write on impulse. I am 56 years old, and the date today is 27 October 2016. I have decided to write since I do not know if I will have the ability or opportunity to do so later. As I write, I am an inpatient at the Royal Marsden in Chelsea, London. I am here to begin a new drug treatment for my cancer, and the consultants have said that the average life expectancy for someone who starts this treatment is about eight months. So, the clock is ticking. That clock is not just ticking for me; it is ticking for you also.

All of us are at risk of death the moment we leave the safety of our mother’s womb. Whatever precautions we might take to keep ourselves safe, we can do nothing to stop the ticking of our biological clock. Different parts of the body begin to lose their battle against time at different ages as the cells in our bodies are destined to deteriorate and decline. For example: the brain (which starts with around 100 billion nerve cells or neurons), lungs and skin begin to age in our 20s, bones, muscle, hair, breasts and fertility in our 30s, heart and eyes in our 40s, gut, kidneys, prostate and hearing in our 50s, taste, smell, voice, in our 60s, liver and bladder in our 70s. If you have got this far, you have probably done so with the aid of medication or surgery.

I have learnt that there is only one way to approach life and that is to take it one precious day at a time. That is how we should all be living. No matter how healthy or wealthy we may be, none of us has the right to tomorrow which may never come. This approach provides me with a sense of urgency, together with an appreciation for each new day. Taking just one day at a time prevents me from living with a dangerous, casual approach to both life and death.

The question is, are any of us prepared for today to be our last day? Are we ready for what follows after our last breath? What if death brought us into the biggest surprise of our life? What if we did not find ourselves in a state of nothingness, but in a state of deep regret and extreme shock? What if we expected to be ushered into heaven, only to find out that, while heaven does exist, we do not qualify to be there?

What if we found out that the way we live our life is going to have a profound effect on our eternal destiny? Whether we agree with it or not, the Bible warns us of the coming Day of God’s Judgment, when He will pass sentence on every person who has ever lived.

The context of my writing comes from within the messiness and pain of life that allows me to examine whether faith is real and does something, or whether it holds no meaningful purpose.

If faith is not real and does not work, then Christianity does not work and is nothing more than a religious hoax invented by unscrupulous men, who have created a money-making institution to gain some kind of power and influence over gullible people. However, what if faith is real and does do something? What does that something actually do?

Krissie has asked on numerous occasions who I am aiming my book at. Let me say that I have not set out to write a book for a larger audience, but if it finds itself in that arena, so be it. All I can say is that I am not an academic or an intellectual, which means that this ‘book’ is not likely to satisfy the demands of an academic or intellectual audience. I am an ordinary, simple person, so I suppose my writing is aimed at the ordinary person who is willing to read it. Nevertheless, I hope my writing has something to say to everyone, since the validity of faith is something that concerns each one of us, regardless of who we are. My writing is not a theological exposition on the matter of faith, neither is it sourced from various theological textbooks. Instead, it is freely written and expressed from my own personal experience as I seek to connect a real faith in a real God to the reality of real life and real death. My examination and understanding of what a real faith is was predominantly formed while I was in what I call my Desert Place. This was a place of tremendous despair as well as a place of tremendous spiritual revelation and insight, a place I shall reveal a little later on.

I do not profess for one moment to have everything mapped out or figured out, and I would caution you to stay well clear of anyone who claims that they do. I have been a Christian for many years, and I am still learning how to live out a real faith in a real world and will continue to do so till the day I die. In this book, I have expressed my views, something we all have, but my opinion does not really count for much. I do not write in a bid to be patted on the back, win the approval of others, or make people happy or angry. The only approval I seek is God’s, and the authority I stand under is the authority of God’s word as written in the Bible.

I hope that in this book, I have adequately made the point that the book we must all go to is the Bible. That ancient book is not man’s word to us but God’s word to us. If you think that faith in God is a waste of time and energy, you will also write off the Bible. But, for obvious reasons, the Bible has to be my starting point and point of reference since the Bible is how God has primarily chosen to reveal Himself to us. In it, God does not express His opinion, but tells us the truth about both Himself and ourselves. Throughout the pages of the Bible, God does not seek our approval or expect us to change or adapt His word to suit our own ends. My book takes the position that the Bible is God’s inspired word to us, whatever the science, culture, time or place.

With that in mind, I write a book that seeks to take an honest look at how faith connects to real life. Sometimes it is very hard to have faith in a God who seems to be so far removed from our everyday experiences, especially when things go wrong. Those are the times when faith doesn’t appear to work because God seems to be so distant, so unhelpful, uncaring and so unreal. Yet I have learnt that it is especially in the tough times that faith has the potential and power to become so real, valid and proving its worth. Anyone who claims to have a faith needs to understand what faith is and what it isn’t, what it does and what it leads to. I hope this book will both encourage and challenge anyone who takes the time to read it.

Too many Christians today have a nominal faith, a faith that has a very poor understanding of what faith actually is. They have a belief in Jesus, yet that belief does not result in a life that is any different from the good, decent person who is an atheist or an agnostic. I would say that to have a nominal faith is more dangerous than having no faith, for when life does not go according to plan and our superficial faith makes no difference, the result is a disillusioned Christian who concludes that both faith and prayer do not work. More often than not, God gets all the blame or is written off entirely.

A correct understanding of faith paves the way for incredible hope, security and joy. At its core, faith stands in awe of the Almighty God and trusts in Jesus as Saviour, whether times are good or bad. True faith sees who God is and what He has accomplished, especially for those whose heart’s desire is to belong to Him. True faith sees the love and grace of God demonstrated so powerfully at the cross of Jesus. At the cross, there is a plentiful supply of fuel to fill our hearts and minds with such a glorious appreciation of Jesus for the rest of our earthly lives. Such appreciation stems from a faith that makes all the difference, both in life and death.
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Part One

WHY FAITH?

		

Chapter 1

THE TRUTH ABOUT SIN

We cannot have a correct understanding of what faith is or what it does unless we have a correct understanding of what sin is, what it does and how offensive it is to God. This is crucial to our understanding of salvation and what salvation is.

The older we become and the more experience we gain about how this world ticks, the more we recognize that the world is ablaze with so many things we don’t like. We hate war, crime, injustice and the abundance of so much evil and wickedness. We are offended by the aggression and dishonesty of others who tell blatant lies and try to get away with whatever they can. We recognize that the world is full of lies, selfishness and evil, and that very few people can be trusted to tell the honest truth about anything. This being said, we are more prone to recognize the shortcomings in other people than we do in ourselves.

Jesus said that the father of lies is the Devil, who does not hold to the truth because there is no truth in Him (John 8:44). At the very beginning of creation, in the purity and perfection of the Garden of Eden, the Devil (sometimes called the serpent, Satan) deceived the very first human beings that God created, Adam and Eve. The lie was that they could become like God. Adam and Eve were seduced by the Devil’s temptation and disobeyed God’s command not to eat the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. As a result, the curse of God fell upon the whole earth and especially upon Adam and Eve, who were the representatives of the whole human race. Even to this day, the father of lies continues to sow his deception throughout the world, deceiving the many into believing that they can be their own god.

Today, especially in the West where history has been shaped by Christianity and its ethics, we see this lie working its way out into the cultural and secular way of thinking. Such thinking, which is deemed to be progressive and pragmatic, says that one can believe in anything, everything or nothing. The moral absolutes of the Christian past are being eroded very fast to pave the way for a culture that says truth is relative and can be whatever you want it to be. In the process, culture ‘de-gods’ God by insisting that the culture of the day has the right to determine what is right and what is wrong, what is acceptable and what is not, what is evil and what is good. Some hold to the opinion that so long as others are not going to be hurt, you can do what you like.

Others, who prefer to live a less secularized, materialistic life, go in search of something spiritual. One only needs to browse through the Spirituality and Religion sections of a high street bookstore to gain a perspective on what is on offer for those who are seeking for a spiritual meaning to their lives. There are books galore that tell you there are many different ways to find God. They say that there is nothing to fear in life, it is just a matter of tuning in to the spiritual energy of the god within you that will release peace and happiness. Death, they say, is just another adventure, a voyage of discovery that paves the way for the spiritual realm, whatever that may be. Yet others hold to the existence of a divine, supernatural being that is the essence of love. They say that there is a God of some sort and that this God needs you and wants you; you simply need to recognize and accept His unconditional love for you. Other belief systems such as the Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, Islam and Roman Catholicism offer a spirituality that has deviated from the Old and New Testament teachings of the Bible. These teachings have been added to or had things taken away, giving rise to cultic beliefs. Other belief systems such as Buddhism, Hinduism and the New Age movement are driven by some form of spiritualism and mysticism. Some of these claim that their system involves no belief at all but is entirely based on an inner knowing that comes from within a deep inner realization that awakens one’s true, higher self.

All of these belief systems hold to what they believe to be the truth about life, death and the spiritual realm. Interestingly, quite a few of them have their own version of Jesus, yet he is not the Jesus of the Bible but a twisted, distorted version. I am not writing to discuss other religions or belief systems, but I am writing to say that what kind of Jesus a person believes in is hugely significant. At stake here is knowing what is true and what is false and therefore a lie.

Surely all religions and spirituality lead to the same God, regardless of the methods and words used to approach and describe Him (or her, or it)? At this point, I need to explain why I believe in the God of the Bible and why I believe He is the only one true God. Put simply, I believe in the God of the Bible because I believe in the Jesus of the Bible. Shortly before His crucifixion, Jesus prayed to God His Father in heaven for His followers:

‘Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal life that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the world existed’ (John 17:1–5).

From this passage alone (and there are many more), we can see that Jesus came from God, was sent by God, and that the God He prayed to was the only one true God. The Bible teaches us that after the crucifixion, death and burial of Jesus, God vindicated this same Jesus by raising Him back to life, who then appeared to hundreds of His followers before ascending back into heaven. Now if Jesus rose from the dead, I had better take Him seriously and pay close attention to what He did and everything that He said. His resurrection from the dead qualifies His right to be taken very seriously.

Jesus said of Himself:

‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’ (John 14:6).

‘For this purpose, I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice’ (John 18:37).

When the Apostle Peter was placed under interrogation by the Jewish authorities, he boldly proclaimed:

‘And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved’ (Acts 4:12).

The Apostle John, one of Jesus’s 12 disciples, writes:

‘For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him’ (John 3:17).

What did Jesus come to save the world from? He came to save the world from sin. How was Jesus to do that? Luke records the words of Jesus and writes:

‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance’ (Luke 5:31–32).

The Bible teaches that every human being is born spiritually sick and unrighteous before God. The biblical way of looking at this is to recognize that every human being suffers from the spiritual disease of sin, and that Jesus came to save and heal the sinner from the disease of sin. If we want to understand what biblical faith is, we first need to have a proper understanding of what sin is, together with its consequences. A correct understanding of sin leads to a healthy fear of God and an understanding that a person’s greatest ever need in this life is to be released from the guilt of their sin and get right with God. A lot of religious people today have very little fear of God and have changed Him into a God who, if you press all the right buttons, is okay with sin and loves all sinners unconditionally. In this way, sin has been trivialized and normalized, and we become desensitized to its offensiveness against a Holy God.

The Presence of Sin

I have acquired a deep hatred of sin, especially in this last year (2016). The presence of sin is everywhere, and all of us can testify to its destructive, divisive, seductive manifestations. I have stayed in hospitals watching other cancer victims battle for their lives. I look at the man in the bed opposite me right now, fighting his own war against cancer. All of this is a consequence of the presence of sin. I hate sin. I see the presence of sin all around me, in our attitude towards one another: jealousy, murder, hatred, crime, violence, dishonesty, disrespect, deception, sexual immorality, adultery and so much more. I see the presence of sin in individuals: envy, greed, selfishness, lust, disobedience, rebellion and pride. I see the manifestation of sin in the abuse of power, authority, money and sex. I see the abuse that leads to poverty and hunger. I see the evil of sin in the horrors of war and acts of terror that inflict so much insanity, brutality and bloodshed. I hate sin. I hate all the heartache, pain, sorrow, injustice and misery that it gives birth to.

I hate sin. Hate is a strong word but there is nothing nice or lovely to say about sin. Sin is inherently evil and destructive. Sometimes I find myself weeping because it grieves me so much. I loathe it, and it makes me angry because something so terrifyingly huge is not right with this world. This is not how it was meant to be. God created an astonishingly beautiful, perfect world, and I hate to see how sin has ruined that perfection. I hate to see how sin has ruined the perfect people that God created us to be. The world of today is a broken world full of broken people. Sin disfigures the perfection of health, which is why so many people of all ages suffer such cruelty inflicted upon their bodies and minds. Worst of all, sin has destroyed the perfect relationship that God originally created us to enjoy with Him. Sin is what separates and alienates us from a Holy God. It is the reason we cannot see Him with our eyes or hear Him with our ears. Sin pollutes and is best described as darkness. On the other hand, God is pure and full of light. If He were to appear before us now in all of His glory and splendour, none of us would be able to stand before Him and survive. In God there is no sin. God is gloriously Holy because of His purity, perfection, character and nature. There is no higher glory than that of God because He is total and complete in all goodness. There is no place for sin in His glorious presence, which is why we are so far removed and alienated from Him. I hate the presence of sin and its immense power to hold and enslave. Sin is like a drug; very powerful, seductive, addictive and full of deception. Sin fulfils our carnal desires and disguises itself in so many different ways. In this way we love sin and delight in it. In one form or another, it supplies us with pleasure, satisfaction and excitement. The problem is, because we do not recognize the glory of God, we do not recognize ourselves as sinners. We are blinded by our own sin because we are spiritually dead to God.

Sin is ugly and vile. It is no respecter of person. Sin is to be found in both good and bad people, the respectable and the villain. Babies and very young children have a beauty about them because they seem to be so innocent and free from evil. They have not yet learnt the difference between right and wrong, good or bad. As they grow up from childhood, they develop a conscience and begin to learn the difference between right and wrong. From then on, they get to choose between right and wrong, good and evil. This is when the presence of sin becomes evident. Have you ever noticed how a child does not need to be taught how to be selfish or to lie and disobey? Those things are inbuilt and ingrained into our corrupted human nature. Most of us would like to think that once we slip into adulthood, our conscience guides us to make the right choices and live life doing what is good and right. Others, however, seem to enjoy and thrive on doing wrong rather than right, displaying a conscience that has been seared or suppressed.

The Bible teaches that even the good we do is sin (Isaiah 64:6). You might think that I have lost the plot by making that last statement, but if you do, you reveal that you do not understand what sin is. Sin is to crave other things more than God. Sin craves to live for our own glory and our own reputation. Sin places me in the number one spot, and life is all about me and what makes me feel good. Our sinful acts and cravings simply flow from our sinful condition. It is a reflection of who we are at the core. No matter how nice, decent and perfect we may be, we perpetually live in this condition of sin. It is a condition that has removed God from His rightful position, which is to be at the very centre of our lives. The deception of sin leads to a life that lives independently of God, going our own way instead of His way. Therefore, even the good that we do, if it is done independently of God, is a continuation of living a sinful life. If this is the case, none of us, including myself, are capable of getting through any one day without sinning against God. I hate the presence of sin that I still see in myself, in what I say, think, do and do not do. I hate sin because it is so opposed to God. Sin is why our bodies die. Sin is the reason I have cancer. My cancer is a powerful daily reminder that I live in a broken body and a broken world. As hard as I try, I am powerless to bring myself into a sinless state or heal myself. The power of sin and its consequences are too powerful for any human to overcome or master.

No One is Perfect

In the eyes of Holy God, none of us are good because, through Adam, all of us have lost our state of innocence. While I may have my rare moments of what seem to be perfect moments, I know that I am incapable of living every moment for God’s glory. The truth is, even on my best days, and no matter how hard I try not to be, I am imperfect in the eyes of a perfect God. The only way I can be made perfect is for Jesus Christ to give me His perfection.

The Sting of Sin is Death

Like sin, death is no respecter of person. We are all sinners, which is why we all die. The Bible tells us that; ‘the sting of sin is death’ (1 Cor. 15:56). Elsewhere it tells us:

‘For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord’ (Rom. 6:23).

I am confident that everyone agrees that at some point in time, all of us will die. What we might not agree on is what happens after the death of our bodies. The Bible teaches us that our bodily death is not the end of our story:

‘And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sin of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him’ (Heb. 9:27–28).

That judgment will come as a shock to the vast majority of people.

Life is Fragile

We only have to listen to the news to be reminded on a daily basis just how fragile life is.

We assume certain things will take place on any given day because they always do. We assume certain things will not happen because they never do. We go through the day basing our expectations on these assumptions.

Nevertheless, the unexpected does and will happen. When those times hit, we can no longer deny the reality of death, and our eyes are opened to see how very fragile and unpredictable life is. We are brought home to the reality that there are so many things in our day that are outside of our control. Many of us live in fear of losing what we have made of our lives, those things that make us feel happy, wealthy and healthy: our family, marriage, home, career, friends, looks and so on. In today’s world of social media, we advertise and promote our happiness by broadcasting it for the world to see. We want the world to know what happy people we are and what exciting, enjoyable lives we live. Such pretence presents a false facade that deceives the world into thinking that we are much happier than we actually are.

What scares us the most is the reality that something most unwelcome might be inflicted upon us without a moment’s notice. We live in denial of this reality by accepting that these things are more likely to happen to other people and not us. We shrug off this reality by fostering a blasé attitude of whatever will be will be, or that everything happens for a reason (presumably a good reason). Some of us hide away from reality by thinking only positive thoughts. We stay clear of people who we know are going through a tough time for fear they might upset our positive mindset. We adopt various forms of escapism to protect ourselves from reality. A lot of people attempt to escape the mundane reality of their own lives and fears by entering into the lives of other people and into another world of make-believe through reading books and watching TV.

We Only Have One Life

Understandably, we only plan for our good and happiness so that we can get the best out of our day and our lives. Our goal is to be content, to be liked and successful. However, deep down we all have to live with the knowledge that nothing about today is certain. There are no guarantees that our day or life will turn out as we would like or expect. Reality tells us that we must always be prepared to face the unexpected, things we did not plan or hope for. Some desperate people wake up to the day feeling that happiness is something beyond their grasp. Their life has become a matter of survival, living from one day to the next in what seems to be a meaningless existence. Tragically, some decide to take the uncertainty out of life by choosing to end their own lives. Others wake to the same day full of hope and expectation but are not aware that they are waking up to their very last day; before the day is spent, their life is unexpectedly taken away from them by someone else or through some fatal accident or natural disaster.

We All Die but Try Hard Not To

Every day, we are reminded that we all die sooner or later. These reminders are sent our way whenever we stumble across a passing hearse or pass by a graveyard. The news media relentlessly remind us of death, all of which should serve to wake us up and remind us of our own frailty and vulnerability. We shrug it all off by consoling ourselves that it was someone else and not us. We have become so desensitized to the reality of death, especially since we see so much of it in the movies. The media entertains us with murder, disaster and death. Yet through it all, we know that none of us can escape our own death. How ever it comes, we will not find our own death entertaining.

The biggest fear most of us have may not be death itself but the dying process that takes us there. Nevertheless, virtually everyone fears death itself because of its finality. We certainly do not welcome death unless it releases us from unbearable pain and misery. In the normal scheme of things, death is seen as an inconvenience which spoils our fun, and so we try our best to avoid the whole issue by ignoring it as much as we can. Nonetheless, the Bible teaches us that while the death of our bodies brings an end to our physical life, it is not the end of us as a person (Heb. 9:27). God created each one of us with a body and soul. The soul lies at the core of who we really are, and in this sense, you are a soul that has a body. Having a soul and body is what makes us fully human. The soul does not cease to exist at the point of physical death. The death of the body is not the real problem; it is simply the symptom of what the real problem is. The real problem is that the spirit (which is interchangeable with the word soul) is dead to God and separated from Him. Many people spend their whole lives taking great care over the condition of their physical bodies but pay no attention to the condition of their souls, since they do not believe they have one. While such people might fear the process of dying, they presume that once the end has come, there is nothing left to fear since there is nothing left of them. The Bible teaches something altogether different and that after death comes the Judgment. Many may fear death, yet they do not fear the judgment of God which follows the death of the body. God cannot judge a dead body, but He can judge the soul. The judgment of God is to be feared far more than the death of the body itself. Jesus gave this warning:

‘I tell you my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do. But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him!’ (Luke 12:4–5).

‘And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell’ (Matt. 10:28).

In these passages, the one whom Jesus warns us to fear is God Himself. For the one who belongs to Jesus, death is not to be feared since it is the doorway into heaven, but for those who do not belong to Jesus, death is to be feared because it is the doorway into hell.

A lot of people in the Christianized West who possess a superficial faith, have either never had a healthy fear of God or have jettisoned it because they have been told that the God to be feared belongs to the Old Testament, whereas the God of the New Testament is love. They say that because they have faith in a good, loving God, there is no need to fear Him. They believe that this very loving God will consider them good enough for heaven because they go to church once a week. I dare say that many people believe they are good enough for heaven simply because they have not behaved like Adolf Hitler and that their good deeds far outweigh their bad deeds. Together with those who have no faith, a lot of people are going to get the shock of their lives when they find out that the death of the physical body is not the end, and that heaven does exist, but they are not good enough to go there.

Perhaps you have no faith and you have made up your mind to sleep in the bed you have made. Perhaps you have no faith and plan to think about these things nearer the time of your death. The thing is, you cannot afford the luxury of assuming that such an opportunity will come your way. Your life may be taken away tonight by a sudden, unexpected event and then it will be too late. I hope that this book will get all who read it to think more deeply about the reality of the desperate situation in which they find themselves. The truth is that everything between our birth and death is full of uncertainty. A lot of people do not allow themselves to think too deeply about these things because it leaves them feeling insecure and gloomy. Because of the reality of death, a sensible person cries out for an explanation for its existence. A mindset that refuses to think too deeply about life and death leaves no room for thinking about God, and in the shallowness of our thinking, we block God out. Instead, we distract ourselves by everything that the world has to offer us in the here and now. We only think about God if we are free to make up our own version of a God who suits our own way of life and beliefs. The serious flaw in this approach is that such a God cannot save anyone from their sinful condition and death.

		

Chapter 2

THE ABSENCE OF GOD

What Has Gone Wrong?

On the sixth day of creation, God created Adam.

‘So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them’ (Gen.1:27).

In Genesis 2:7 we read:

‘…then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature.’

God created the physical body of Adam, into which He breathed the breath of life. In this way, Adam became a living soul and, together with Eve, who was created from out of Adam, became the pinnacle of all that God had created. It was the ‘soul’ aspect that separated them from everything else that God had created, equipping them to enjoy living in direct communion with God. All of mankind that has flowed from the union of Adam and Eve, including you and me, have inherited the same body and soul composition. While I can see, touch and feel my body, the same cannot be said about my soul because it is not part of the physical realm. The soul is the primary substance of my immaterial existence, forming the essence of who I really am. There is a close, inseparable correlation between the soul and spirit. Since God is Spirit (John 4:24), I can only commune with Him in my spirit.

The fact we cannot see or touch our soul creates a problem for people who do not believe in the spiritual realm. They only believe in what they can see, which is why they refuse to believe in God. Surgeons can only deal with our physical bodies, since they can find no evidence of our spirit when they open up our bodies. Indeed, what proof or evidence is there that the spiritual realm even exists? For that matter, how am I expected to have faith in a God who I cannot see with my eyes?

I do not need faith to see what a beautiful physical world I live in. The evidence is there before my very eyes. I see a world full of extraordinary colour, diversity, creativity, order, beauty, wonder and life. The question is, if God created this beautiful world, why do we not see Him? Why does He remain hidden and out of sight? If He exists, what is stopping Him from making Himself known? Because of God’s absence, our society does not believe in His existence; no God, no heaven and no hell. Once we die our death, we are dead in nothingness, and the meaning of life disappears.

The Western world is happy to live independently of God and get by without Him. It is happy to dismiss Him as something that belongs to the uncivilized, juvenile beliefs of the ancient, simplistic world. In the world of today, our advanced technology and sophisticated understanding have convinced us that we have progressed in our thinking so that there is no need for God. We look to science to provide the answers to a lot of our big questions. However, the scientific world cannot write off God or explain Him away. Without realizing it, science simply tries to work out how God put everything together and keeps it together. God is a God of the supernatural, and science cannot explain Him. How ironic that God created both the scientist and science! Evolutionists attempt to climb on the back of science to disprove the need for God to exist. They teach us that the world we live in came out of nothing and conclude that the world could not form itself into what it is overnight or in six days. This finding is perfectly true when God is taken out of the equation. To explain how everything came into existence, they use unproved methods that use the passing of time and good fortune to explain what has produced the variety and complexity of what we see today. In spite of the many unexplained gaps in their theory, evolution is taught as fact. The casualty in all of this is the Creator Himself, and His existence is denied. This falls right into the hands of the atheist, who might argue that if God does exist, then science would have discovered Him by now.

The atheist uses the absence of God to prove that He does not exist. Whilst proving to be God’s biggest opponent, the atheist proves to be the Devil’s greatest advocate. The atheist will throw everything that is evil against the suggestion of God’s existence, accusing Him of being sadistic, immoral, vindictive, hateful, angry, power crazy, a despot dictator, cruel and thoroughly evil. If God is supposed to be so loving and omnipotent, why does He allow horrific suffering to take place and the innocent to suffer? If God does exist, they say, He is not a God of love but a God of injustice. They reason that those who believe in such a God are ignorant simpletons who have not thought these things through properly. Yet in taking this stance, the atheist sides with the Devil, who is the reality behind all such unbelief. Needless to say, the atheist does not believe in the existence of the Devil either.

The fact that God is absent does raise legitimate questions that deserve to be answered. Those answers will not satisfy everyone, and many refuse to believe that God exists simply because they do not want Him to exist.

As someone who has faith in God through Jesus Christ, His absence does not fill me with happiness but great sadness and grief. I wish He would show up and show Himself to the world and prove all the sceptics wrong! Yet the Bible gives an explanation for His absence. It teaches me that something huge is not right; something really big is wrong that has paved the way for a world that is full of evil and the absence of God.

The Spiritual Disease of Sin and Death

Even from conception, everyone has been infected by the most hideous disease that anyone could ever contract. The Bible calls this disease sin. It is a spiritual disease for which there is no human cure. It is the deadliest disease because of its devastating consequences. We are all born with this disease and its most damning effect is that it separates us from the presence of God, both in this life and the next. This disease is so devious, leaving most of its victims refusing to believe that they even have it. The proof that we have this spiritual disease is seen in our natural preference to live a life that is content to ignore God and live without Him. This is our natural state into which we are born, rendering us incapable of knowing God, let alone wanting to believe in Him.

Sin and evil are interconnected. They are married to each other. In themselves, evil and sin have no substance or form, which means that we cannot hold them or examine them under a microscope. The manifestation of sin is evil, corrupting everything that has been infected by it, including our minds and physical bodies. The only way to observe sin is by looking at the bad fruit it produces. The fruit of sin manifests itself through the body in so many different ways, the most obvious of which are evil acts, immorality, disobedience and not doing what is right and good. As I have already said, the essence of sin from which these things flow is to desire something more than we desire to know God. We desire to carry out our own will rather than the will of God, placing ourselves in the number one position rather than God. No matter how hard we might try to stay free from sin and its effects, we will never succeed. For example, no matter how hard any of us try to be perfect, our attempt will simply highlight the existence of our imperfections. No matter how much we dedicate ourselves to a strict regime that is designed to keep us physically fit and healthy, sin will soon ravage our entire body through sickness, old age and death. No one can escape this onslaught or win this battle. In every single case, sin destroys.

I am sure that you would agree that all of us will die a physical death and that none of us can do anything about it. On that day, no amount of money or good connections will make any difference. No matter how decent or nice we may have been, the enemy ‘death’ will make no distinction. No amount of ‘Christian’ burial or prayer petition can alter anything for anyone once they have died in their sin. To die in one’s sin is really the worst thing that can happen to anyone since it marks the point of no return, no reprieve, no second chance.

The most devastating effect of our sin is not that we die physically but spiritually. Sin renders our spirit dead to God in this life and the next. For this, there is no human cure, and even the most accomplished medical experts the world has to offer have this disease themselves. The whole of the human race stands united in a predicament of total helplessness, incapable of finding a cure that will eliminate our common human dilemma. Even the death of our body does not eliminate the consequences of this spiritual death; in fact, physical death brings those consequences to a head, condemning a person to an eternity in a place the Bible calls the second death, lake of fire or hell (Rev. 2:11 – 20:6, 14 – 21:8). The second death is to be feared more than the first. The second death is God’s eternal judgment that simply grants the sinner what they have already chosen to do and be in this life. The judgment of God gives the sinner over to their natural desire to live life without Him, and in that sense, God allows the sinner to condemn themselves. We might find this difficult to accept and hard to comprehend, but what it represents is the serious gravity of our sin and the enormous chasm it creates between us and a Holy God.

Jesus spoke of Judas Iscariot, who was one of His 12 disciples and who betrayed Him, saying that it would have been better for him never to have been born (Matt. 26:24). Jesus said this knowing that after Judas had experienced the death of His physical body, he would have to face up to the judgment of God and the second death that banishes him eternally from the presence of God. We can conclude from this that if a person dies in their sin, it would be better that they, too, had never been born in the first place. This is a terrifying prospect and something that demands our most urgent attention.
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