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Payback (2016)






Payback (2016) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) and WWE Network event, produced by WWE. It took place on May 1, 2016, at the Allstate Arena in the Chicago suburb of Rosemont, Illinois. It was the fourth event in the Payback chronology. Eight matches were contested at the event, with two being shown on the pre-show. In the main event, Roman Reigns defeated AJ Styles to retain the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. Critics gave mixed reactions for the event and mocked WWE for promoting the event as the start of a "new era" despite employing several storylines they have been using since the late 1990s.
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 Background




See also: Professional wrestling


The professional wrestling matches at Payback featured professional wrestlers performing as characters in scripted events pre-determined by the hosting promotion, WWE. Storylines between the characters played out on WWE's primary television programs, Raw and SmackDown.[3][4]

Payback was originally scheduled for May 22, 2016, at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey. However, it switched dates and venues with Extreme Rules.[2]

At WrestleMania 32, Roman Reigns defeated Triple H to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship for the third time.[5] The following night on Raw, Reigns issued an open challenge for the championship, which was answered by Chris Jericho, AJ Styles, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn. This set up a Fatal four-way #1 contender match[image: External link] later in the show, but Owens attacked Zayn, rendering him unable to compete in the match; he was replaced by a returning Cesaro. Styles won the match, earning a title match against Reigns at Payback.[6] The following week, Zayn, after being unable to compete the previous week, faced Styles in a match set up by Shane McMahon where he would gain entry into the title match if he won, but Styles was victorious.[7] On the April 25 episode of Raw, Styles saved Reigns from an attack by Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, then Reigns recovered and attacked Styles. Reigns was laid out when Styles retaliated.[8]

At WrestleMania 32, Zack Ryder won his first Intercontinental Championship in a 7-man ladder match. The following night on Raw, Ryder lost the title to The Miz after Maryse, Miz's wife, distracted him.[6] After Miz retained the title against Ryder on that week's SmackDown, Cesaro defeated Kevin Owens on the following edition of Raw to become the #1 contender for the championship and earn a title match against Miz at Payback.

On the April 11 episode of Raw, Shane McMahon started a tournament where the winners would face The New Day for the WWE Tag Team Championship.[7] On the April 18 episode of Raw, the finals of the tournament were scheduled for Payback.[9]

Sami Zayn and Kevin Owens have been feuding with each other since Owens made his debut at NXT TakeOver: R Evolution in 2014. At NXT TakeOver: Unstoppable, Owens injured Zayn in their NXT Championship match. Zayn returned at the Royal Rumble, eliminating Owens from the Royal Rumble match[image: External link].[10] On the March 7, 2016 episode of Raw, Zayn made his main roster debut and brawled with Owens. At WrestleMania 32, Zayn cost Owens the Intercontinental Championship in a ladder match, which Zack Ryder won.[5] The following night on Raw, Owens attacked Zayn preventing him to compete in the Fatal four-way #1 contender match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship.[6] A match between the two was subsequently made for Payback.[9]

On the April 11 episode of Raw, during a segment of The Highlight Reel where Chris Jericho was interviewing himself, Dean Ambrose interrupted and gave him a letter from Shane McMahon stating that The Highlight Reel has been cancelled and would be replaced by Ambrose's new talk show, The Ambrose Asylum.[7] On the April 14 episode of SmackDown, after Jericho's match with Sami Zayn ended in disqualification, Ambrose, who was doing commentary with Kevin Owens during the match, helped Zayn fend off Jericho and Owens.[11] On April 18 episode of Raw, after Ambrose defeated Owens, Jericho attacked Ambrose with a Codebreaker, setting up a match between the two for Payback.[9]

At WrestleMania 32, Charlotte defeated Sasha Banks and Becky Lynch with interference from her father Ric Flair to become the inaugural WWE Women's Champion. The following night on Raw, Charlotte held a ceremony to celebrate the new title and the women's division, but her arrogance led the other women in the ring to leave except for Natalya, who told Charlotte to learn a lesson in humility. After Charlotte stated that her family would always be better than the Hart family, Natalya locked her in the Sharpshooter submission hold.[6] The following week on Raw, Natalya defeated Charlotte in a Women's Championship match, but by disqualification, therefore not winning the title.[7] A rematch was subsequently scheduled for Payback, with Natalya announcing that her uncle Bret Hart would be in her corner.[9]

On the WrestleMania 32 pre-show, Kalisto defeated Ryback to retain the United States Championship.[12] On the April 21 episode of SmackDown, Ryback defeated Kalisto in a non-title match,[13] earning a title rematch against Kalisto at Payback.

Despite losing to The Undertaker at WrestleMania 32 in a Hell in a Cell match where he would gain control of Raw if he won,[5] Shane McMahon was given temporary control of Raw from The Authority the next night by his father, WWE Chairman Vince McMahon.[6] After Shane ran Raw for four consecutive weeks, Shane's sister Stephanie McMahon returned to announce that Vince McMahon would decide at Payback whether Stephanie or Shane is given control of Raw for good.[14]

At WrestleMania 32, Baron Corbin won the André the Giant Memorial battle royal.[5] Corbin made his main roster debut the next night on Raw, fighting Dolph Ziggler to a double-countout.[6] They would proceed to attack each other, thus setting a match between the two at Payback.[8]
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 Event
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 Pre-show




During the pre-show, Dolph Ziggler faced Baron Corbin. Ziggler pinned Corbin with a roll up to win the match.

After that, Kalisto defended the United States Championship against Ryback. Kalisto executed a Salida Del Sol on Ryback to retain the title.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Preliminary matches




The event opened with the final of the tournament to determine the #1 contenders to the WWE Tag Team Championship between Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady and The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch). English was in the corner and Amore charged, resulting in Amore falling hard to the ring mat after being either kneed or kicked by English. Gotch then threw Amore into the ropes, with Amore's head hitting the ring mat hard after bouncing off the middle rope, followed by Amore falling onto the floor at ringside, apparently knocked out. Gotch tried to pick Amore up, although the referee intervened, ending the match as a no-contest for Amore to receive medical attention.[15][16] According to Canoe.ca, Enzo's head got "whiplashed hard onto the mat", knocking him unconscious, which possibly made matters "worse when he then hit the floor since he couldn't protect himself."[17] The audience in the building was not updated on Enzo's injury.[18]

Next, Kevin Owens faced Sami Zayn. The match ended when Zayn attempted a Helluva Kick on Owens but Owens countered with a Superkick and executed a Pop Up Powerbomb to win the match. Owens remained at ringside as a guest commentator for the next match.

After that, The Miz defended his Intercontinental Championship against Cesaro. In the end, Sami Zayn appeared to attack Kevin Owens who was on commentary for the match. The two fought on the ring apron until Cesaro knocked Zayn and Owens off the ring apron. Whilst Cesaro was distracted, The Miz pinned him with a roll-up to retain the title.

In the fourth match, Dean Ambrose faced Chris Jericho. In the end, as Jericho attempted a Lionsault, Ambrose countered by raising his knees and executed Dirty Deeds to win the match.

In the fifth match, Natalya, accompanied by her uncle Bret Hart, challenged Charlotte, accompanied by her father Ric Flair, for the WWE Women's Championship. The end came when referee Charles Robinson called for the bell as Charlotte applied the sharpshooter, despite Natalya not having submitted, meaning Charlotte retained the title. This was a repeat of the infamous Montreal Screwjob suffered by Bret Hart. After the match, Bret Hart and Natalya applied sharpshooters in stereo on Flair and Charlotte, respectively.

Next, WWE Chairman Vince McMahon appeared to announce whether Stephanie or Shane McMahon should run Raw. After both Shane and Stephanie explained why they should run Raw, Vince decided that both Stephanie and Shane would run Raw jointly.
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 Main event




In the main event, Roman Reigns defended the WWE World Heavyweight Championship against AJ Styles. Early in the match, Styles took the advantage and applied the Calf Crusher[image: External link], only for Reigns to reach the ropes, breaking the hold. Outside the ring, Styles performed a Phenomenal Forearm[image: External link] on Reigns, sending both men through a broadcast table. Reigns was counted out.[19]

Shane McMahon restarted the title match with a no-count-out stipulation. When Styles tried an aerial attack, Reigns accidentally low blowed[image: External link] him and was disqualified, again losing the match but retaining his championship. This time, Stephanie McMahon restarted the title match under no-disqualification rules. Reigns countered a Phenomenal Forearm with a Superman Punch for a nearfall. Reigns followed with another Superman Punch and prepared to execute a Spear, however Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows appeared and pulled Styles from the ring.[19]

Anderson and Gallows executed a double-team Boot of Doom on Reigns, which was followed by a second Phenomenal Forearm by Styles, however Reigns placed his foot on the rope, thus voiding the count. The Usos appeared to even the odds against Anderson and Gallows. Reigns threw Styles onto the Usos and Gallows and Anderson and then proceeded to dive onto them. This resulted in Styles executing another Phenomenal Forearm from the barricade on Reigns. Back in the ring, Styles executed a springboard 450 splash[image: External link] for a nearfall. Ultimately, Reigns avoided another Phenomenal Forearm and pinned Styles after a spear[image: External link] to retain the title.[19]

Backstage, Vince, Shane and Stephanie McMahon agreed on a title rematch with an Extreme Rules stipulation between Reigns and Styles at Extreme Rules.[19]
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As soon the broadcasting of the event had stopped after the main event, WWE Champion Roman Reigns reportedly turned on the fans in the Allstate Arena, yelling angrily at them.[18] Reigns had faced a hostile reaction from fans during the main event.[20] For a photo on WWE.com showing the Payback main event, a fan's sign saying "When it Reigns, it bores" was edited by WWE to merely show "When it Reigns".[21]

Critics gave mixed reactions to the event. In particular, they mocked WWE promoting the event as the start of "a new era" for WWE, with Vince McMahon decreeing that both Shane McMahon and Stephanie McMahon would run Raw together earning the commentary that "more McMahons isn't new but the same thing they've been doing for two decades",[22] while the women's title match having a "lame finish calling back to 1997 out of context" in a repeat of the Montreal Screwjob during the 1997 Survivor Series.[15] It was concluded that the "new era" was "only branding", as WWE are "still doing the exact same things", "with the same tired playbook", with "way too much of the counter-productive storytelling WWE has used for years".[23]

Bob Kapur and Matthew Asher of Canoe.ca rated the overall show 3 out of 5. Kapur described WWE "straddling the line between the old and the new" at Payback. While "the new stuff worked well for the most part", "the old stuff" did not really work. Both reviewers felt that "the return to the already-tapped-dry well of McMahon Family drama" was overlong, with Kapur saying that it was also unnecessary if WWE had abided to the stipulation they set for Shane's match at WrestleMania 32. Kapur felt that the main event was merely "a showcase for [the McMahons'] storyline, and took away any significance of the title", while both reviewers panned the "two match restarts". Decrying how Shane and Stephanie ("non-wrestlers") overshadowed the main event, Kapur lamented: "Meet the new era, same as the old era. We all get fooled again." The main event was one of three matches rated 3 out of 5, the lowest rating issued (but some matches were not rated), while Owens-Zayn was the highest rated at 5 out of 5.[17]

Dave Scherer of Pro Wrestling Insider gave his thoughts on the event. In the tag match, Enzo Amore's legit injury looked "ugly as hell". For the main event match, Scherer endorsed it as "a really well worked, good match, even if the fans still hated Reigns after he won." Special praise was reserved for Kevin Owens, with Scherer declaring that he "came off awesome tonight." For the Intercontinental title match, Scherer "didn't like the finish" and thought Cesaro should have won. The women's match was "solid" but its "finish was ridiculous and it was like a fart in church." Regarding Corbin's loss to Ziggler on the pre-show, Scherer said, "If you were hoping that WWE would learn from having new guys lose to older guys, well you can give that up ... Ugh." Vince McMahon's decision was described as nonsensical, given that as a businessman, he had just taken his "best asset and put it in a tenuous state". Lastly, after Vince said that he only listened to himself, not to the fans or the media, Scherer endorsed that "Truer words were never spoken."[20]

James Caldwell of the Pro Wrestling Torch Newsletter rated as Owens-Zayn as the best match of the event with 3.75 stars out of 5, writing that "You could feel their passion wrestling each other and the crowd matched their intensity". The second best match was Ambrose-Jericho at 3.25 stars, which was "building to a really good finish, then blew a tire right before they reached the destination." The next-best match was the United States title match on the pre-show at 3.0 stars, which Caldwell wrote was "one of Ryback’s best matches in a long time and they engaged the crowd with a hot finishing sequence." The main event, rated 2.75 stars, was hurt by "the Shane-Stephanie business" and "the anticipated outcome of Reigns winning Super Cena style kicking out of multiple finishers", which "added fuel to the anti-Reigns fire." However, "Styles looked like he belonged in this spot three months into his WWE run". Lastly, the women's match and Vince's announcement were described as having "laughably bad endings ... back-to-back in the middle of the show".[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Aftermath




After the event, Enzo Amore was discharged from the hospital after being diagnosed with suffering a concussion.[24] Amore was backstage on Raw the next evening but did not appear on the show.[25] The Vaudevillains were awarded a WWE Tag Team Championship match at Extreme Rules.[26]

Following Payback, Ryan Reeves (Ryback) said that he had been sent home after requesting to be taken off WWE television. Reeves and WWE could not agree to a new contract due to Reeves' belief that all wrestlers in WWE should be paid equally regardless of their position on the card.[27] On August 8, 2016 WWE officially parted ways with Reeves, thus making Payback his last WWE appearance.
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 Results






	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[15]



	1P
	Dolph Ziggler defeated Baron Corbin
	Singles match[image: External link][28]
	7:43



	2P
	Kalisto (c) defeated Ryback
	Singles match for the WWE United States Championship[29]
	8:45



	3
	The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch) defeated Colin Cassady and Enzo Amore by technical knockout[image: External link][30][15][Note 1]
	Tag team match[image: External link] to determine #1 contenders for the WWE Tag Team Championship[31]
	3:58



	4
	Kevin Owens defeated Sami Zayn
	Singles match[32]
	14:30



	5
	The Miz (c) (with Maryse) defeated Cesaro
	Singles match for the WWE Intercontinental Championship
	11:20



	6
	Dean Ambrose defeated Chris Jericho
	Singles match[33]
	18:28



	7
	Charlotte (c) (with Ric Flair) defeated Natalya (with Bret Hart)[Note 2]
	Singles match for the WWE Women's Championship[34]
	13:04



	8
	Roman Reigns (c) defeated AJ Styles
	Singles match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[35][Note 3]
	25:55



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show











	
^ The match was stopped when Enzo Amore suffered a legit injury requiring immediate medical attention. WWE later reported that Amore had a concussion. No result was announced during the event but WWE later awarded the match to the Vaudevillains, naming them #1 contenders.


	
^ Referee Charles Robinson called for the bell when Charlotte had locked Natalya into the Sharpshooter, in reference to the Montreal Screwjob.


	
^ This match first ended in a countout win for Styles, but was restarted by Shane McMahon as a no countout match[image: External link]. The match then ended in a disqualification win for Styles when Reigns hit a low blow[image: External link], but was restarted by Stephanie McMahon under no disqualification rules.
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 Tag Team Tournament bracket






	
	First round

Raw (4/11)[7]

SmackDown (4/14)[11]
	
	
	Semifinals

Raw (4/18)[9]
	
	
	Final

Payback
	



	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	



	
	
	



	
	The Usos
	Pin
	



	



	
	The Social Outcasts

(Curtis Axel and Heath Slater)
	04:16
	



	
	
	The Usos
	03:26
	



	
	



	
	
	The Vaudevillains
	Pin
	



	
	Goldango

(Goldust and Fandango)
	02:01
	



	
	



	
	The Vaudevillains
	Pin
	



	
	
	The Vaudevillains
	No-contest[26][31]/TKO[30]
	



	
	



	
	
	Enzo Amore and Big Cass
	03:58
	



	
	Enzo Amore and Big Cass
	Pin
	
	



	
	



	
	The Ascension
	04:20
	



	
	
	Enzo Amore and Big Cass
	Pin
	



	
	



	
	
	The Dudley Boyz
	08:33
	



	
	The Lucha Dragons
	03:04
	



	
	



	
	The Dudley Boyz
	Pin
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The Wyatt Family






For the family of English architects, see Wyatt family[image: External link].

The Wyatt Family was a professional wrestling stable[image: External link] in WWE. The group, originally composed of Bray Wyatt[image: External link], Luke Harper[image: External link] and Erick Rowan[image: External link], debuted in WWE's developmental branch[image: External link] NXT, in November 2012, where Harper and Rowan went on to win the NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link]. The Wyatt Family would go on to debut on the main roster in July 2013, as a villainous[image: External link] faction terrorizing other WWE wrestlers[image: External link], including Kane[image: External link], CM Punk[image: External link], Daniel Bryan[image: External link], The Shield[image: External link] and John Cena, Sheamus[image: External link], among others.

The original incarnation of the group began to go their separate ways in September 2014, after Bray Wyatt announced he was "setting Luke Harper and Erick Rowan free". As a result, Rowan would turn[image: External link] into a heroic character[image: External link] by joining John Cena's team at Survivor Series[image: External link], while Harper would side with The Authority. Following a brief feud[image: External link], Harper and Rowan would later reunite in May 2015.

In August 2015, Braun Strowman[image: External link] joined the Wyatt Family, however was later withdrawn from the stable as a result of the 2016 WWE draft[image: External link]. In late 2016, with the addition of Randy Orton[image: External link], the Wyatt Family won the WWE SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link], holding the titles under the Freebird Rule[image: External link]. After they lost the tag team titles, Harper betrayed Wyatt and departed from the group. Orton won the 2017 Royal Rumble[image: External link] match and Wyatt proceeded to win his first WWE Championship in February, with the pair going on to face each other at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]. Wyatt and Rowan continued their alliance as the last remaining members of the Wyatt Family until the 2017 WWE Superstar Shake-up[image: External link], in which Wyatt was moved to the Raw brand, while Rowan stood on SmackDown.
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 History
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 Formation and beginnings




The character of Bray Wyatt debuted in Florida Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (FCW) in April 2012 and initially associated himself with Eli Cottonwood.[1][2] When WWE re-branded their developmental territory into NXT Wrestling, Wyatt debuted on the July 11 episode of the new NXT[image: External link], defeating Aiden English in a singles match.[3] Wyatt was portrayed as an evil[image: External link] cult[image: External link] leader who believed himself to be more monster than human.[4][5][6] The character drew comparisons to Max Cady[image: External link] of the 1991 film Cape Fear[image: External link] and Waylon Mercy[image: External link].[4][7]

In July, Wyatt suffered a torn pectoral muscle[image: External link] and required surgery.[8] Despite the injury, Wyatt continued to appear on NXT by founding a faction known as The Wyatt Family in November, with Luke Harper[image: External link] and Erick Rowan[image: External link] as his "sons".[9][10][11] Harper and Rowan entered the NXT Tag Team Championship tournament[image: External link] to crown the inaugural champions, and they defeated Percy Watson[image: External link] and Yoshi Tatsu[image: External link] in the first round on the January 23, 2013, episode of NXT.[12] Following a win over Bo Dallas[image: External link] and Michael McGillicutty in the semi-finals with Wyatt's interference,[13] Luke Harper and Erick Rowan[image: External link] were defeated in the finals of the tournament by Adrian Neville[image: External link] and Oliver Grey[image: External link].[14]

Wyatt had his first match back from injury on the February 21 episode of NXT, defeating Yoshi Tatsu.[15] The Wyatt Family later assaulted Grey (who had suffered a legitimate injury) while Wyatt prevented Dallas from winning a NXT Championship number one contender match due to Dallas refusal to join The Wyatt Family.[16][17] Dallas went on to hand Wyatt his first loss on the March 13 episode of NXT.[18] On the May 2 episode of NXT, while Wyatt was defeated by six-time world champion[image: External link] Chris Jericho, Luke Harper[image: External link] and Erick Rowan[image: External link] won a triple threat elimination tag team match[image: External link] by last pinning[image: External link] Neville to earn a shot at the championship[image: External link].[19] On the May 8 episode of NXT (which was taped on May 2), Harper and Rowan defeated Neville and Bo Dallas, filling in for the injured Grey, to win the NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link].[20][21]

The Wyatt Family went on to feud with Corey Graves[image: External link] and Kassius Ohno[image: External link], with Wyatt defeating Graves on the May 22 episode of NXT,[22] and the next week Wyatt eliminated both Graves and Ohno during an 18-man battle royal[image: External link] to determine the number one contender to the NXT Championship, although he was later eliminated by Adrian Neville.[23] On the June 19 episode of NXT, The Wyatt Family defeated the team of Graves, Neville and Ohno.[24] On the following episode of NXT, The Wyatt Family, together with Garrett Dylan[image: External link] and Scott Dawson[image: External link], attacked Graves, Neville and Ohno; when William Regal[image: External link] tried to make the save, he was also overwhelmed and this led to The Wyatt Family facing Graves, Neville and Regal in a six-man tag team match[image: External link] the next week on NXT, where Wyatt pinned Regal for the win.[25] On the July 17 episode of NXT (which was taped on June 20), Harper and Rowan lost the NXT Tag Team Championship to Neville and Graves.[26][27]
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 Various feuds




From the May 27, 2013 episode of Raw, WWE aired vignettes[image: External link] promoting the upcoming debut of The Wyatt Family.[28] The vignettes showed The Wyatt Family's backwoods[image: External link] origins and Rowan wearing a sheep mask.[29][30] On the July 8 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family made their debut by assaulting Kane[image: External link].[31] The Wyatt Family continued their attacks on wrestlers like R-Truth[image: External link], Justin Gabriel[image: External link] and 3MB (Drew McIntyre[image: External link], Heath Slater and Jinder Mahal[image: External link]), while sending cryptic messages to Kane telling him to "follow the buzzards".[32][33] Following another assault,[34] Kane challenged Wyatt to a Ring of Fire match[image: External link] at SummerSlam[image: External link], which he accepted.[35] On August 18 at SummerSlam, Wyatt defeated Kane following interference from Harper and Rowan, after which Harper and Rowan attacked Kane again and ended the segment by carrying him away.[36] At Battleground[image: External link], Wyatt's momentum continued with a win over Kofi Kingston[image: External link].[37] Over the next few months, Rowan and Harper competed as a tag team[image: External link] and went on a winning streak over many teams,[38][39][40] until the October 11 episode of SmackDown, when Harper and Rowan suffered their first loss against Cody Rhodes[image: External link] and[image: External link] Goldust.[41]

The Wyatt Family's next feud began when they attacked CM Punk[image: External link] and Daniel Bryan[image: External link], in late October.[42] The feud saw Harper lose his first singles match[image: External link] to Punk.[43] At Survivor Series[image: External link], Harper and Rowan lost a tag team match[image: External link] against Bryan and Punk.[44] The Wyatt Family then defeated Bryan in a 3-on-1 handicap match[image: External link], at TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link],[45] with Wyatt attempting to recruit Bryan in the previous weeks.[46] On the final Raw of 2013, Bryan defeated Harper, and then Rowan, in a gauntlet match[image: External link] that would lead to Bryan facing Wyatt, whereupon Harper and Rowan interfered to cause a disqualification[image: External link] and began beating Bryan down until a frustrated Bryan finally gave up and gave in to join The Wyatt Family.[47] This caused Wyatt to punish Bryan, who attacked all the other members of The Wyatt Family on the January 13, 2014, episode of Raw, to signal him breaking free of the group.[48] At the Royal Rumble[image: External link], Wyatt defeated Bryan in a singles match to end their feud,[49] while both Harper and Rowan entered the Royal Rumble match[image: External link] and managed two and zero eliminations respectively, before they were eliminated.[50]

On the January 27 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family attacked John Cena, Daniel Bryan and Sheamus[image: External link] during an Elimination Chamber[image: External link] qualifying match against The Shield[image: External link], thus awarding Cena's team a disqualification win and the Elimination Chamber match slots.[51] The Shield were seeking revenge, so a six-man tag match was set up between The Shield and The Wyatt Family, at the Elimination Chamber[image: External link] event,[52] which The Wyatt Family won after Dean Ambrose had disappeared into the live audience during the match.[53] On the March 3 episode of Raw, The Shield were given a rematch against The Wyatt Family, but lost again when The Shield's poor teamwork led to Seth Rollins[image: External link], leaving the ring during the match.[54] On the April 8 episode of Main Event[image: External link], The Shield finally defeated The Wyatt Family in another six-man tag team match to end the feud.[55]

Between January and February, The Wyatt Family also cost John Cena his WWE World Heavyweight Championship matches against Randy Orton[image: External link].[56] At Elimination Chamber, The Wyatt Family's interference caused Cena to be eliminated from the Elimination Chamber match.[57] After Elimination Chamber, Wyatt turned his attention fully to feud with Cena, with Wyatt wanting to prove that Cena's heroic act was a facade characteristic of "this era of lies", while also trying to turn Cena into a "monster".[58][59] Wyatt went on to accept Cena's challenge for a WrestleMania match,[60] with Cena successfully resisting the urge to become a "monster" and overcoming interference from Harper and Rowan to defeat Wyatt at WrestleMania XXX[image: External link], thus marking Wyatt's first pinfall[image: External link] loss on WWE's main roster.[61] The feud continued after WrestleMania XXX based on the story that Wyatt was capturing Cena's fanbase, which was exemplified by Wyatt leading a children's choir[image: External link] to the ring on the April 28 episode of Raw, with the children later putting on sheep masks.[62] At Extreme Rules[image: External link], Wyatt defeated Cena in a steel cage match[image: External link], after repeated interference from the rest of The Wyatt Family, as well as a child who had distracted Cena.[63] Cena's feud with Wyatt continued with a Last Man Standing match[image: External link] being set up for Payback, which Cena won to endtheir feud.[64]

On the June 2 episode of Raw, Harper and Rowan took on then WWE Tag Team Champions The Usos in a tag team match; Wyatt did not appear during the match, but his rocking chair still sat beside the ring, and Harper and Rowan went on to win the match, which made them number one contenders for the WWE Tag Team Championship.[65] On the June 13 episode of SmackDown, due to a distraction by Seth Rollins, Wyatt went on to win his match against Dean Ambrose to qualify for the first Money in the Bank ladder match[image: External link] contested for the vacant[image: External link] WWE World Heavyweight Championship.[66] At the 2014 Money in the Bank event[image: External link], all three members of The Wyatt Family failed to win championships in their respective matches.[67] The Wyatt Family also lost at Battleground[image: External link], as The Usos successfully defended their WWE Tag Team Championship against Harper and Rowan.[68] On the June 30 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family interrupted Chris Jericho's return and began to beat him down.[69] This led to a singles match between Wyatt and Jericho at Battleground, where Jericho won.[68] However, Wyatt defeated Jericho at SummerSlam[image: External link] on August 17, despite Harper and Rowan being banned from ringside.[70] The feud with Jericho ended on the September 8 episode of Raw, when Wyatt won a steel cage match by escaping the cage.[71]
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 Harper and Rowan's liberation




On September 29, 2014, vignettes began to air of Bray Wyatt announcing he was setting Luke Harper and Erick Rowan "free".[72][73] All three members of The Wyatt Family returned to television on their own and apart from each other: Wyatt returned at Hell in a Cell[image: External link] on October 26, attacking Dean Ambrose.[74] Rowan returned on the October 31 episode of SmackDown,[75] while Harper returned on the November 10 episode of Raw, aligning himself with The Authority.[76] On the November 17 episode of Raw, Rowan joined Team Cena for Survivor Series[image: External link], opposing Luke Harper.[77]

The next few weeks saw Ambrose and Wyatt taunting and attacking each other in both backstage and in-ring segments, with Wyatt claiming that he could "fix" Ambrose, the way he "fixed" Harper and Rowan, leading to a match at Survivor Series, where[78][79] Wyatt won the match by disqualification after Ambrose hit him with a chair, before burying him under a table, a ladder and steel chairs.[80] At Survivor Series, Harper was one of the last men eliminated in Team Authority's loss against Rowan and Team Cena.[80] As punishment for his affiliation with The Authority, Harper was forced to put his Intercontinental Championship on the line against Ambrose on the November 24 episode of Raw, and successfully retained the title after getting himself disqualified, after which Wyatt ambushed Ambrose, who was looking for weapons to attack Harper with.[81]

On the December 8 episode of Raw, Harper and Rowan faced each other in singles competition, with Harper ultimately getting himself disqualified.[82] On the January 5, 2015 episode of Raw, The Authority punished Rowan by putting him in a singles match against Harper, with Harper picking up the win after a discus[image: External link] clothesline[image: External link] and the help of J&J Security (Jamie Noble[image: External link] and Joey Mercury[image: External link]), who were the special guest referees[image: External link] for the match.[83] On the January 22 episode of SmackDown, Rowan and Harper once again competed against each other, this time in a 2015 Royal Rumble[image: External link] qualifying match, with Harper winning, thus not allowing Rowan to participate in the 2015 Royal Rumble match.[84] Despite this, Rowan appeared during the Rumble match, ambushing the number six entrant Curtis Axel, to attack Harper, subsequently sparking a brief Wyatt Family reunion, along with Bray Wyatt, before all three men began to brawl.[85]

On the May 7, 2015 episode of SmackDown, after Harper defeated Fandango, Rowan would come out, seemingly to confront Harper, but would instead attack Fandango, turning into a villain[image: External link] in the process.[86] On the May 11 episode of Raw, Harper and Rowan would officially reunite, when Harper accompanied Rowan to his match against Fandango, which Rowan won after 30 seconds, and the two proceeded to double team Fandango after the match.[87] On the May 18 episode of Raw, Harper and Rowan teamed up to take on Fandango and Zack Ryder, which Rowan and Harper won after a superkick[image: External link] and full nelson slam[image: External link] combination.[88] On the May 21 episode of Main Event, Harper and Rowan defeated Fandango and Ryder in a rematch.[89] On the June 4 episode of SmackDown, Harper and Rowan cut a promo[image: External link] about being ostracized and stated they were a family.[90][91]

On the June 5 episode of Superstars[image: External link], Harper and Rowan defeated Los Matadores[image: External link], in a tag team match and won.[92] On the June 8 episode of Raw, Harper and Rowan faced Los Matadores in a rematch.[93] On the June 19 episode of Superstars, Harper and Rowan defeated Los Matadores and The Ascension, in a triple threat tag team match.[94] During a match at a house show[image: External link], Rowan got injured, with reports saying he would be out of action for 4–6 months.[95] On the June 23 episode of Main Event, Harper returned to singles competition when he defeated Cesaro, but not before cutting a promo where he said losing his tag team partner has only made him more dangerous.[96][97]
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 Resurgence of the Family




At Battleground[image: External link] on July 19, 2015, Harper interfered during Wyatt's match against Roman Reigns, helping him defeat Reigns and signaling the return of the stable.[98] During a post-Battleground interview, Wyatt stated: "To the world, say your prayers, lock your doors, the family has returned".[99] This led to a tag team match between Wyatt and Harper against Reigns and Ambrose at SummerSlam[image: External link], which The Wyatt Family lost after Reigns pinned Wyatt.[100] The following night on Raw, Wyatt and Harper fought Reigns and Ambrose in a SummerSlam rematch, during which Braun Strowman[image: External link] made his WWE debut, joining The Wyatt Family and helping Harper and Wyatt attack Reigns and Ambrose.[101] This led to a six-man tag team match at Night of Champions[image: External link] between the Wyatts and Reigns, Ambrose, and a partner of their choosing, revealed to be Chris Jericho, which The Wyatt Family won.[102] Rowan made his return to the ring on the October 19 episode of Raw, when he filled in for Harper (who was unable to show for personal reasons), against Reigns, Ambrose and Rollins which his team won after Rollins faked an injury and walked out on the match.[103] Wyatt's feud with Reigns culminated in a Hell in a Cell match, which Wyatt lost.[104]

Also at Hell in a Cell[image: External link] on October 25, The Wyatt Family would later attack The Undertaker and carry him backstage, reigniting their feud.[104] The next night on Raw, Wyatt was confronted by former rival Kane[image: External link], who was attacked by the Wyatts and also carried backstage.[107] On the November 9 episode of Raw, after Bray Wyatt claimed to "have taken their souls", The Brothers of Destruction[image: External link] returned and attacked The Wyatt Family.[108] At Survivor Series[image: External link], Wyatt and Harper lost to The Brothers of Destruction in a tag team match after Undertaker pinned Harper.[109] At TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link], The Wyatt Family defeated Team ECW[image: External link] in an eight-man tag team elimination[image: External link] tables match[image: External link].[110]

All four members of The Wyatt Family entered the 2016 Royal Rumble match which was the WWE World Heavyweight Championship on the line, and the group cumulatively eliminated seven wrestlers, including Lesnar.[111] Wyatt was scheduled to face Brock Lesnar[image: External link] at Roadblock, but Wyatt revealed that he would be facing Lesnar alongside Harper in a two-on-one handicap match, which they lost with Wyatt never returning to the ring.[112] It was reported that Wyatt was likely replaced in the match due to a serious back injury that he was legitimately suffering from.[113] On March 21, Harper suffered a knee injury during a Raw dark match[image: External link], and it was reported that the injury would sideline him for five to six months.[114] After getting an MRI[image: External link], it was revealed that he had dislocated his patella[image: External link] and tore his medial patellofemoral ligament[image: External link].[115] The Wyatt Family appeared at WrestleMania 32, where they confronted The Rock[image: External link], who defeated Rowan in an impromptu match in 6 seconds, and the Wyatts were then fended off by the returning John Cena and The Rock.[116]

On the April 4 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family started a brief feud with The League of Nations[image: External link], by attacking the villainous faction.[117] On the April 11 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family confronted and scared off The League of Nations when they were about to attack Roman Reigns, with whom Wyatt tagged with to defeat League of Nations members Sheamus and Alberto Del Rio.[117][118] On April 13, during a singles match against Reigns at a live event[image: External link] in Italy, Wyatt suffered an injury to his right calf, and was thus pulled off WWE's European tour.[119] His injury resulted in the abrupt suspension of the feud and the breakup of The League of Nations.[117] Although all four members appeared on the Payback poster, none of the members had a match at the event.[120]

On the June 20 episode of Raw, The Wyatt Family (without Harper) returned for the first time since April and were confronted by then WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day, thus starting a feud between the two teams.[121] On the July 11 episode of Raw, The New Day went to the Wyatt Family's compound where the two factions brawled.[122][123][124] This would lead to a non-title six-man tag team match at Battleground,[125] which The Wyatt Family would win.[126]
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 The New Wyatt Family




On July 19 at the 2016 WWE draft[image: External link], Wyatt and Rowan were drafted to SmackDown while Strowman was drafted to Raw, separating him from the group.[127] On the August 16 episode of SmackDown Live, Wyatt walked away from Rowan after the latter lost his match against Dean Ambrose, leaving Rowan's sheep mask on Wyatt's rocking chair.[128] Despite this, Rowan attacked Randy Orton[image: External link] on behalf of Wyatt on the September 13 episode of SmackDown Live, continuing their alliance.[129] On October 9, Harper returned at the close of the SmackDown brand's event No Mercy, in a match between Wyatt and Orton, whom Harper distracted to help Wyatt win the match, thus realigning himself with Wyatt.[130] Prior to Harper's return, Rowan underwent surgery to repair a torn rotator cuff and would be out of action for four to six months.[131]

On the October 25 episode of SmackDown Live, Orton interfered on Wyatt's behalf in his match against Kane.[132] On the November 1 episode of SmackDown Live, Wyatt and Harper helped Orton win in his respective match against Kane, thus confirming his allegiance to the group.[133] At the 30th annual Survivor Series, Randy Orton and Bray Wyatt were the sole survivors for Team SmackDown in the traditional 5-on-5 Survivor Series elimination match[image: External link], after Orton saved Wyatt from a spear[image: External link] from Roman Reigns.[134] On the November 29 episode of SmackDown Live, Wyatt and Orton defeated American Alpha[image: External link] to become the number one contenders for the SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link].[135] They went on to challenge and defeat Heath Slater and Rhyno[image: External link] on December 4 at TLC: Tables, Ladders, & Chairs for the championship, Wyatt Family's first championship in WWE's main roster.[136] While Wyatt and Orton retained the SmackDown Tag Team Championship against the former champions on the December 6 episode of SmackDown Live, it was announced that The Wyatt Family invoked the Freebird Rule[image: External link], thus allowing Harper to also defend the championship.[137]

On the December 27 episode of SmackDown Live, The Wyatt Family began to show tension after they lost the SmackDown Tag Team Championship to American Alpha in a four-way elimination tag team match after Orton inadvertently hit Harper and was subsequently pinned.[138] On the January 10 episode of SmackDown Live, they unsuccessfully attempted to regain the championship after another miscue between Orton and Harper, who accidentally performed a superkick[image: External link] on Wyatt after the match, resulting in Wyatt walking away in frustration.[139] This continued the following week, when Orton lost to Ambrose after Harper distracted his teammates, causing Orton and Harper getting involved in another argument, which would physically escalate until they were separated by Wyatt, who struck Harper, resulting in Harper walking away.[140] On the 24 January episode of SmackDown Live, Orton defeated Harper, after which Wyatt attacked Harper with a Sister Abigail[image: External link], but did not dictate whether he was kicked out of the group.[141]

During the Royal Rumble[image: External link] match on January 29, Harper attacked both Orton and Wyatt, even attempting Sister Abigail on the latter, before being attacked by Orton, who would then go on to win the Royal Rumble match.[142] At Elimination Chamber[image: External link] on February 12, Orton defeated Harper, while in the main event Wyatt won the WWE Championship in the Elimination Chamber match[image: External link].[143] The following night on SmackDown Live, after Wyatt successfully defended the WWE Championship in a triple threat match involving John Cena and AJ Styles (despite a pre-match attack by Harper), Orton came to the ring, pledging allegiance to Wyatt and refusing to face him at WrestleMania 33[image: External link].[144] The next week Bray Wyatt gave Orton "the keys to the kingdom" which referred to the Wyatt Family's compound. On the February 28 episode of SmackDown, Orton turned on Wyatt by burning down the Wyatt Family compound, before challenging him to a match at WrestleMania, seemingly disbanding The Wyatt Family in the process.[145]
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 Separation




On the April 4 episode of SmackDown, Erick Rowan returned from injury after nearly eight months of inactivity, sporting a new steampunk[image: External link]-style sheep mask, assisting Bray Wyatt and attacking Randy Orton after Wyatt lost the WWE Championship to Orton at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]. Later that night, Wyatt and Rowan participated in a tag team match against Orton and Luke Harper in a losing effort.[146]

The Wyatt Family seemingly disbanded again when Bray Wyatt was moved to the Raw brand during the 2017 WWE Superstar Shake-up[image: External link]. Despite this, Wyatt and Rowan continued their alliance, with Wyatt distracting Orton during his match with Rowan on the April 11 episode of SmackDown.[147] On the April 25 episode of SmackDown, Rowan (still being referred to as a member of the Wyatt Family) competed in the main event against Orton in a No Disqualification match, with Orton coming out the victor.[148] On the May 9 episode of SmackDown Live, Harper and Rowan competed against each other in an exhibition match, which Rowan won, with the commentary team referring to both men as former members of the Wyatt Family, thus confirming the disbandment.[149]
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 Timeline
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 Concept




Their gimmick[image: External link] is based on a backwoods cult[image: External link]; Wyatt's character has drawn comparisons to Charles Manson[image: External link] and wrestler Waylon Mercy[image: External link], as well as Max Cady[image: External link] from Cape Fear[image: External link].[4][150]
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 In wrestling





	
Double team finishing moves

	
Body avalanche[image: External link] (Rowan) followed by a discus[image: External link] clothesline[image: External link] (Harper)[151][152]


	
Discus[image: External link] clothesline[image: External link] (Harper) followed by a running splash[image: External link] (Rowan)[153][154]


	
Feigned Sister Abigail[image: External link] (Wyatt) transitioned into the RKO[image: External link] (Orton)[155]


	
Superkick[image: External link] (Harper) followed by a full nelson slam[image: External link] (Rowan)[156] – 2015–2016

	
The Way (Flapjack (Rowan) and cutter (Harper) combination[image: External link])[157][158] – 2015





	
Double team signature moves

	
Body avalanche[image: External link] (Rowan) followed by either a big boot[image: External link] or a superkick[image: External link] (Harper) combination[159][160]


	
Double chokeslam[image: External link] (Harper and Rowan)[161][162] – 2015–2016





	
Bryan's finishing moves

	
"Yes!" Lock ( Omoplata[image: External link] crossface[image: External link])[163][164][165]


	
Running single leg high knee[image: External link][166][167]






	
Harper's finishing moves

	
Discus[image: External link] clothesline[image: External link][168][169][170][171]


	
Truckstop[172] (Spinning side slam[image: External link])[173] – NXT; used as a signature move in WWE






	
Orton's finishing moves

	
RKO[174] (Jumping cutter[image: External link], sometimes used at an elevated position[image: External link] or as a sudden counter to an opponent, with theatrics)





	
Rowan's finishing moves

	
Full nelson slam[image: External link] – 2015–2017[175][176]


	
Greetings From the North ( Chokeslam[image: External link])[177] – NXT


	
Running splash[image: External link][178] – 2013–2014; used as a signature move thereafter

	
Waist-lift Sitout Side Slam[image: External link] – 2014-2015





	
Strowman's finishing moves

	
Lifting arm triangle choke[image: External link][179][180]


	
Yokosuka Cutter[image: External link][181]






	
Wyatt's finishing moves

	
Sister Abigail[182] (Swinging reverse STO[image: External link], with theatrics)[183][184]






	
Nicknames[image: External link]

	"The Apex Predator" (Orton)[185]


	"The Black Sheep" (Strowman)[186]


	"Bray Wyatt's Prodigal Son" (Harper)[187][188]


	"The Eater of Worlds" (Wyatt)[189]


	"The Man of 1,000 Truths" (Wyatt)[190]


	"The New Face of Desolation" (Harper)[191][192]


	"The New Face of Destruction" (Strowman)[193][194]


	"The New Face of Fear" (Wyatt)[195]


	"The New Face of Vengeance" (Rowan)[196]


	"The Reapers" (Harper and Rowan)[197][198][199]


	"The Viper" (Orton)[200]


	"The White Sheep" (Rowan)[201]






	
Entrance themes[image: External link]

	
"Live in Fear" by Mark Crozer[image: External link][202][203] (November 7, 2012 – present)

	"Swamp Gas" by Jim Johnston[image: External link][204] (June 29, 2014 – April 12, 2016; used by Harper and Rowan in tag team competition)








[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Championships and accomplishments





	
Pro Wrestling Illustrated[image: External link]

	Ranked Wyatt No. 6 of the top 500 singles wrestlers in the PWI 500[image: External link] in 2014[205]


	Ranked Harper No. 24 of the top 500 singles wrestlers in the PWI 500 in 2015[206]


	Ranked Rowan No. 57 of the top 500 singles wrestlers in the PWI 500 in 2014[207]






	
Rolling Stone[image: External link]

	Rookie of the Meh (2015) – Strowman[208]






	
Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link]

	
Best Gimmick[image: External link] (2013) – Wyatt, Harper and Rowan[209]






	
WWE

	
WWE Championship (1 time[image: External link]) – Wyatt[210]


	
WWE SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link] (1 time[image: External link]) – Wyatt, Orton, and Harper1[211]


	
Royal Rumble[image: External link] ( 2017[image: External link]) – Orton[212]






	
WWE NXT

	
NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link] (1 time[image: External link]) – Harper and Rowan[213]








1 Wyatt, Orton, and Harper defended the title under the Freebird Rule[image: External link].[137]
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Tagline






Not to be confused with Advertising slogan[image: External link].

In entertainment[image: External link], a tagline (alternatively spelled tag line[1][2]) is a short text which serves to clarify a thought for, or is designed with a form of, dramatic effect[image: External link]. Many tagline slogans[image: External link] are reiterated[image: External link] phrases[image: External link] associated[image: External link] with an individual[image: External link], social group[image: External link], or product[image: External link]. As a variant of a branding slogan[image: External link], taglines can be used in marketing[image: External link] materials and advertising[image: External link].

The idea[image: External link] behind the concept[image: External link] is to create a memorable dramatic phrase[image: External link] that will sum up the tone[image: External link] and premise[image: External link] of an audio/visual[image: External link] product,[a] or to reinforce and strengthen[image: External link] the audience's memory[image: External link] of a literary product[image: External link]. Some taglines are successful enough to warrant inclusion in popular culture[image: External link]. Consulting companies which specialize in creating taglines may be hired to create a tagline for a brand or product.



TOP
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 Nomenclature




Tagline, tag line, and tag are American terms. In the U.K. they are called end lines, endlines, or straplines. In Belgium they are called baselines. In France they are signatures. In Germany they are claims. In the Netherlands and Italy, they are pay offs or pay-off.[3]
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 Organizational usage




Referral networking organizations may encourage taglines to be used as the conclusion to an introduction by each attendee. The purpose would be to make the introduction and that speaker more memorable in the minds of the other attendees after the meeting is over. Other terms for taglines are "memory hooks" (used by BNI®) and "USP" or "Unique Selling Proposition" which is a more commonly known term.[4]
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 Headlines versus taglines




Further information: Headline[image: External link]


The tagline is sometimes confused with a headline because information is only presented with the one or the other. Essentially the headline is linked to the information; Once the information changes, the headline is abandoned in favor of a new one. The tagline is related to the entertainment piece and can, therefore, appear on all the information of that product or manufacturer. It is linked to the piece and not to the concept of a specific event. If the sentence is presented next to a logo, as an integral part, it is likely to be a tagline.
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 Functional taglines




A tagline is sometimes used as a supplementary expression in promoting a motion picture or television program.[b] It is an explanatory subtitle, in addition to the actual title, on posters or the CD/DVD packaging of videos and music. Taglines can have an enticing effect and are therefore an important aspect in the marketing of films and television programs. Increasingly also found in the advertising world, taglines are a form of advertising slogan.[c] A tagline for the movie series Star Wars, for example:


	
Tagline: "A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away..." – Star Wars[image: External link][5]


	
Effect: It was a long time ago in a far, far away galaxy ...
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 Examples of taglines
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 Film and television





	" Garbo[image: External link] talks!" – Anna Christie[image: External link][6]


	"Garbo laughs!" – Ninotchka[image: External link][7][8]


	"Be afraid. Be very afraid." – The Fly[image: External link][9][10][11]


	"In space, no one can hear you scream." – Alien[image: External link]


	"Freddy is just at the corner." – A Nightmare On Elm Street[image: External link]


	"Who you gonna call?[image: External link]." – Ghostbusters[image: External link]


	"There can be only one." – Highlander[image: External link][12]


	"One ring to rule them all." – The Lord of the Rings[image: External link][13]


	"Stanley Ipkiss is not the man he used to be." – The Mask[image: External link]


	"Love means never having to say you're sorry[image: External link]." – Love Story[image: External link][14][15][16]


	"To boldly go where no man has gone before[image: External link]." – Star Trek[image: External link][17]


	"The truth is out there." – The X-Files[image: External link][18]


	"Why So Serious?" – The Dark Knight[image: External link]


	"Just when you thought it was safe to go back in the water..." – Jaws 2[image: External link]


	"Nothing on earth could come between them." – Titanic[image: External link]


	"Trapped in time. Surrounded by evil. Low on gas." – Army of Darkness[image: External link]


	"Some houses are born bad." – The Haunting[image: External link]


	"It knows what scares you." – Poltergeist[image: External link]


	"You will believe." – Ghost[image: External link]


	"We are not alone." – Close Encounters of the Third Kind[image: External link]


	"Gable's back and Garson's got him." – Adventure[image: External link][19]


	"The first casualty of war is innocence." – Platoon[image: External link]
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 Video games





	"Finish the Fight." – Halo 3[image: External link][20]


	"The gears of war are lubricated by the blood of soldiers" – Gears of War[image: External link][21]


	"One giant step on mankind" – Destroy All Humans![image: External link][22]


	"Sinners welcome." – Saints Row[image: External link][23]


	"It's the Zombie Apocalypse. Bring friends." – Left 4 Dead[image: External link][24]


	"Some mountains are scaled. Others are slain." – Shadow of the Colossus[image: External link][25]


	"Prepare to Die" – Dark Souls[image: External link]


	"War. War never changes" – Fallout[image: External link]


	"Go To Hell" – Dante's Inferno[image: External link][26]


	"Revenge Solves Everything" – Dishonored[image: External link]
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 Novels





	"Power is a dangerous game." – Red Queen[image: External link] by Victoria Aveyard[image: External link]


	"Their dark and troubled loves could flourish only in secret." – Women in the Shadows[image: External link] by Ann Bannon[image: External link]


	"A novel of love—lost and found." – Emmy & Oliver by Robin Benway[image: External link]


	"Your next phone call could be your last." – Party Line by A. Bates[image: External link]


	"Growing up is tough. Period." – Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret.[image: External link] by Judy Blume[image: External link]


	"...the temperature at which books burn." – Fahrenheit 451[image: External link] by Ray Bradbury[image: External link]


	"She had six husbands, money—and one lover too many." The Long Goodbye[image: External link] by Raymond Chandler[image: External link]


	"Afraid to face life she risked a terrible death." – Destination Unknown[image: External link] by Agatha Christie[image: External link]


	"A breath-taking novel about the future evolution of man." – Childhood's End[image: External link] by Arthur C. Clarke[image: External link]


	"For the dead, war never ends." – Gemini Cell by Myke Cole[image: External link]


	"There are two sides to every story." – Gone Girl[image: External link] by Gillian Flynn[image: External link]


	"A novel of an evil man...and a weak one...and their terrible bargain." – Strangers on a Train[image: External link] by Patricia Highsmith[image: External link]


	"A one-way ticket...to terror." – The Train by Diane Hoh[image: External link]


	"A hard-boiled mystery story, tougher than a ten-minute egg." – The Double Take by Roy Huggins[image: External link]


	"Would she learn the dead man's secret?" – The Colorado Kid[image: External link] by Stephen King[image: External link]


	"One day with Bonny Lee was like a three-year lease on a harem." – The Girl, the Gold Watch & Everything[image: External link] by John D. MacDonald[image: External link]


	"One boy helps her remember. The other lets her forget." – The Sky Is Everywhere[image: External link] by Jandy Nelson[image: External link]


	"Death came along for the ride." – Road to Nowhere by Christopher Pike[image: External link]


	"Half Boy. Half God. All Hero." – Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief[image: External link] by Rick Riordan[image: External link]


	"One choice can transform you." – Divergent[image: External link] by Veronica Roth[image: External link]


	"The shocking novel of the fight racket." – The Harder They Fall by Budd Schulberg[image: External link]


	"That's when he always kills them." – First Date by R. L. Stine[image: External link]


	"Change begins with a whisper." – The Help[image: External link] by Kathryn Stockett[image: External link]


	"A savage novel of crime and lust in a big city hotel." – A Swell-Looking Babe by Jim Thompson[image: External link]
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 Etexts




Websites[image: External link] also often have taglines. The Usenet[image: External link] use taglines as short description of a newsgroup. The term is used in computing to represent aphorisms[image: External link], maxims[image: External link], graffiti[image: External link] or other slogans.

In electronic texts[image: External link], a tag or tagline is short, concise sentences in a row that are used when sending e-mail[image: External link] instead of a electronic signature[image: External link]. The tagline is used in computing with the meaning of a "signature" to be affixed at the end of each message. In the late eighties and early nineties, when the amateur computer network FidoNet[image: External link] began to flourish, the messages that were exchanged between users often had a tag-line, which was no longer than 79 characters, containing a brief phrase (often witty[image: External link] or humorous[image: External link]).
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 See also





	Trope[image: External link]

	Byline[image: External link]

	Hook (music)[image: External link]

	Jingle[image: External link]

	Subliminal stimuli[image: External link]

	Subtext[image: External link]

	Subtitle[image: External link]

	Catchphrase[image: External link]
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Theme Music






Not to be confused with Theme (music)[image: External link].

Theme music is a piece[image: External link] that is often written specifically for a radio program[image: External link], television program[image: External link], video game[image: External link] or movie[image: External link], and usually played during the intro[image: External link], opening credits[image: External link] and/or ending credits[image: External link].[1]

The phrase theme song or signature tune may also be used to refer to a signature song[image: External link] that has become especially associated with a particular performer or dignitary; often used as they make an entrance. The purpose of a theme song is often similar to that of a leitmotif[image: External link]. Such songs can also be used in other ways. One author has made extensive use of them in an effort to explore the feelings behind world views[image: External link].[2]
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The purpose of the music is to establish a mood for the show and to provide an audible cue that a particular show is beginning, which was especially useful in the early days of radio (See also interval signal[image: External link]). In some cases, including The Brady Bunch[image: External link], Gilligan's Island[image: External link], The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air[image: External link], both versions of Land of the Lost ( 1974[image: External link] and 1991[image: External link]), The Nanny[image: External link] and The Beverly Hillbillies[image: External link] the lyrics of the theme song provide some necessary exposition[image: External link] for people unfamiliar with the show.

In addition, some theme music uses orchestra scores or original music set mood for the show, such as the Batman: The Animated Series[image: External link] theme song, which was drawn from the theme for the 1989 Batman film[image: External link] created by Danny Elfman[image: External link] and sets the mood for the cartoon. Another example is Ron Grainer[image: External link]'s theme music for Doctor Who[image: External link]. Other shows use remixes or covers[image: External link] of older songs, such as the theme song of Spider-Man: The Animated Series[image: External link] (1994–1998), which featured a reworked cover of the theme song from the classic Spider-Man cartoon from the 1960s. The song was performed by Aerosmith[image: External link] lead guitarist Joe Perry[image: External link].
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In the early years of radio and television, celebrities often had a signature song[image: External link] associated with them that became their theme music. Such music would be played when a celebrity was about to appear, often played by a band if the celebrity were appearing on the talk show . For example, Bob Hope[image: External link]'s theme song, which almost always preceded his appearance, was Thanks for the Memory[image: External link]. In another example, Lucille Ball[image: External link]'s theme music was Hey, Look Me Over[image: External link]. Other celebrities will have the theme music played for their most notable role; for example, playing the theme from Indiana Jones[image: External link] when Harrison Ford[image: External link] is the guest.

The practice of playing specific theme music for a celebrity extends to modern-day television talk shows. If a talk show guest doesn't have theme music, the band will sometimes provide them one, which can often involve surreptitious messages from the band about the celebrity. For example, when politician Michele Bachmann[image: External link] appeared on Late Night with Jimmy Fallon[image: External link] during her campaign for president, the all-black house band The Roots[image: External link] played the song Lyin' Ass Bitch, as the band supported opposing candidate Barack Obama[image: External link]. This controversy led to Fallon allegedly placing the band on "probation" for such rudeness, although no punishment or upbraiding of the band was demonstrated to the public.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Theme music has been a feature of the majority of television programs since the medium's inception, as it was for the ancestral radio shows that provided their inspiration. Programs have used theme music in a large variety of styles, sometimes adapted from existing tunes, and with some composed specifically for the purpose. A few have been released commercially and become popular hits; examples include the title theme from Rawhide[image: External link], performed and recorded by popular singer Frankie Laine[image: External link]; the theme to Happy Days[image: External link] (from 1974–84), performed by Pratt & McClain[image: External link] (in Top 5, 1976); the theme to Laverne & Shirley[image: External link], performed by Cyndi Grecco[image: External link] (#25, 1976); the theme to Friends[image: External link], "I'll Be There For You"[image: External link], which was a hit for The Rembrandts[image: External link]; the theme from S.W.A.T.[image: External link], which was a hit for Rhythm Heritage[image: External link], the theme song from Pokémon[image: External link] (known as "Pokémon Theme" in the 2.B.A. Master[image: External link] soundtrack), which is a long time hit for Jason Paige[image: External link], and the theme song from Drake & Josh[image: External link], "Found a Way[image: External link]", which was a hit for Drake Bell[image: External link]. The theme song from iCarly[image: External link], "Leave It All To Me[image: External link]", was a hit for Miranda Cosgrove[image: External link] and features her Drake & Josh co-star Drake Bell, hitting number 100 on the Billboard Hot 100. Jan Hammer[image: External link] had a major hit with the theme from Miami Vice[image: External link] in the 1980s. "Theme From Dr. Kildare (Three Stars Will Shine Tonight)[image: External link]", recorded by Richard Chamberlain[image: External link], the star of the television series, was in 1962 a top 10 hit in the U.S. and a top 20 in the UK and Believe It or Not[image: External link], from The Greatest American Hero[image: External link], a #2 hit for Joey Scarbury[image: External link] in 1981. The theme to the anime Baka and Test[image: External link], "Perfect-area Complete!" was a hit for Natsuko Aso[image: External link], peaking at number 18 on the Oricon Singles Chart[image: External link].

Other themes, like the music for The Young and the Restless[image: External link], Days of Our Lives[image: External link], and Coronation Street[image: External link] have become iconic mostly due to the shows' respective longevities. Unlike others, these serials have not strayed from the original theme mix much, if at all, allowing them to be known by multiple generations of television viewers.

In the United Kingdom, iconic sports shows have such strong associations with their theme music that the sports themselves are synonymous with the theme tunes, such as football[image: External link] (Match of the Day[image: External link] theme), cricket[image: External link] (Booker T. & the M.G.'s[image: External link], "Soul Limbo"), motor racing[image: External link] (Roger Barsotti's Motor Sport and the bassline from Fleetwood Mac[image: External link]'s The Chain[image: External link]), tennis[image: External link] (Keith Mansfield[image: External link]'s Light and Tuneful), snooker[image: External link] (Drag Racer[image: External link] by the Doug Wood Band), and skiing[image: External link] (Pop Goes Bach, the theme to Ski Sunday[image: External link]). Themes in the United States that have become associated with a sport include Johnny Pearson[image: External link]'s "Heavy Action[image: External link]" (used for many years as an intro to Monday Night Football[image: External link]), "Roundball Rock[image: External link]" (composed by John Tesh[image: External link] as the theme for the NBA on NBC[image: External link] during the 1990s and early 2000s), "Bugler's Dream[image: External link]" (used in ABC and NBC's coverage of the Olympics[image: External link]) and the theme to ESPN[image: External link]'s sports highlight show, SportsCenter[image: External link]. A notable theme that was once associated with a sport, but because of its popularity, spread network-wide was the NFL on Fox[image: External link] theme, which is now used for MLB on Fox[image: External link] and NASCAR on Fox[image: External link] broadcasts, and is regarded as the network's single theme by October 2010. In Canada, the soaring backbeats of the Hockey Night in Canada[image: External link] theme became so iconic that the piece was sometimes called Canada's "second national anthem." It became something of a national scandal when broadcaster CBC Television lost the rights to use the theme in 2008.[3]

Most television shows have specific, melodic theme music, even if just a few notes (such as the clip of music that fades in and out in the title sequence for Lost[image: External link], or the pulsing sound of helicopter blades in the theme music for Airwolf[image: External link]). One exception is 60 Minutes[image: External link], which features only the ticking hand of a Heuer[image: External link] stopwatch[image: External link]. Another recent exception is Body of Proof[image: External link] which has no theme song, and barely even has a title sequence.
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Notable is the Law & Order[image: External link] series, which started out with one theme song for Law & Order, and remixed it for its four spinoffs (Law & Order: Special Victims Unit[image: External link], Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link], Law & Order: Trial by Jury[image: External link] and Law & Order: LA[image: External link]). The related shows Crime & Punishment[image: External link], New York Undercover[image: External link]. Arrest & Trial[image: External link] and Stars Earn Stripes[image: External link] also aired with a remix of the theme.[citation needed[image: External link]]

CSI: NY[image: External link] uses the first strophe of "Baba O'Riley[image: External link]" for its opening sequence, but with a remixed version of the instrumental track.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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Radio programs with notable theme music include Just a Minute[image: External link], which uses a high-speed rendition of the Minute Waltz[image: External link] by Frédéric Chopin[image: External link]; The Archers[image: External link], which has Barwick Green[image: External link]; Desert Island Discs[image: External link] which has By the Sleepy Lagoon[image: External link], and The Rush Limbaugh Show[image: External link], which uses the instrumental from "My City Was Gone[image: External link]."

In talk radio[image: External link], a different theme song is often used to introduce each segment, and the music (usually popular music of some sort) will often relate to the topic being discussed. John Batchelor[image: External link] is noted for his use of highly dramatic orchestral scores leading in and out of each segment of his weekly show.
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Main article: Video game music[image: External link]


Many video games feature a theme song that is distinctive to the series. A popular one to date is the Prelude Theme[image: External link] from the Final Fantasy Series[image: External link], which is played on most, if not all, of the title screens of the original games, most notably Final Fantasy I[image: External link] to Final Fantasy IV[image: External link]. The newer ones also feature the theme, albeit usually modernized, and played during the ending credits. [4][5] Also, every Grand Theft Auto game has had a characteristic main theme, with Grand Theft Auto V[image: External link] even having an original score.
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We Don't Have to Dance





"We Don't Have to Dance" is a song by American singer Andy Black[image: External link]. It was released as the first single from his debut studio album, The Shadow Side[image: External link], on March 18, 2016. The music video for the song directed by Patrick Fogarty was also released three days later. It charted on multiple Billboard[image: External link] charts, peaking number 23 on the Billboard Hot Rock Songs[image: External link] chart.
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 Writing and composition




"We Don't Have to Dance" was produced by Ricky Reed[image: External link][4] and John Feldmann[image: External link].[5] The song is described as a "upbeat, dance-able" song and Black's "departure" from the musical style of Black Veil Brides[image: External link].[6] Black described the song as " poppier[image: External link] than his work with Black Veil Brides".[5] The song's lyrics are about social anxiety,[2] loathing social events and hatred of small talk.[1] The song was written by Black and his team of writers in collaboration with Fall Out Boy[image: External link] vocalist Patrick Stump[image: External link] and former The Used[image: External link] guitarist Quinn Allman[image: External link].[2] On writing with Stump, Black said that it was "very simple in that we just sat and talked about things that we mutually hated for like a half an hour and then we just put them in a list and that is the lyrics to the song.”[6]
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 Release




On March 9, 2016, a 15-second teaser for "We Don't Have to Dance" was released.[7] A week later, the title for Black's debut album was confirmed to be titled as The Shadow Side and would be released on May 6.[8] The song was released as the first single to the album on March 18,[9][1] alongside a music video released three days later.[10][11] The song was the official theme song for WWE pay-per-view event Payback[12] and is included in the video game WWE 2K17[image: External link].[13]
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 Music video




The music video of the song was released on March 21, 2016 and was directed by Patrick Fogarty.[14][10] The video is in black and white[image: External link] and is described as "eerie" with "vintage horror film aesthetic".[6]
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	Chart (2016)
	Peak

position



	Poland (Polish Airplay Top 100[image: External link])[15]

	11



	US Alternative Digital Songs[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[4]

	16



	US Hot Rock Songs[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[16]

	23



	US Rock Digital Songs[image: External link] ( Billboard[image: External link])[17]

	16
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Professional wrestling Promotion






A professional wrestling promotion (also federation or fed) is a company[image: External link] or business[image: External link] that regularly performs shows involving professional wrestling. "Promotion" also describes a role which entails management, advertising and logistics of running a wrestling event (see promoter[image: External link]). Within the convention of the show, the company is a sports governing body[image: External link] which sanctions wrestling matches and gives authority to the championships and is responsible for determining the divisions, rankings, etc. of wrestlers. In truth, the company serves as a touring theatre[image: External link] troupe[image: External link], as well as event promotion body[image: External link] for its own events.

Currently, the major wrestling organizations in the United States[image: External link] are World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE), Total Nonstop Action[image: External link] (TNA) and Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH). The major Mexican[image: External link] lucha libre[image: External link] promotions are Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre[image: External link] (CMLL) and AAA[image: External link]. The top Japanese[image: External link] puroresu[image: External link] promotions are New Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (NJPW), Dragon Gate[image: External link] (DG), All Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (AJPW), and Pro Wrestling Noah[image: External link]. There are also small promotions called indies[image: External link] or territories around the world.
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Most promotions are self-contained, organized around one or more championships[image: External link] and do not acknowledge or recognize the legitimacy of other promotions' titles unless they share a working agreement. Others, such as the NWA, act as an umbrella organization[image: External link] which governs titles that are shared among multiple promotions.

Major promotions have a permanent roster of talent under exclusive contract to them. Independent promotions may have contracted workers but are just as likely to use free agents[image: External link] who are not under exclusive contract with any promotion. Some wrestlers may work in several independent promotions at the same time.
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WWE






World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. ( d/b/a[image: External link] WWE) is an American publicly traded, privately controlled entertainment company that deals primarily in professional wrestling, with revenue also coming from film, music, video games, product licensing, and direct product sales.

WWE also refers to the professional wrestling promotion itself, founded by Jess McMahon[image: External link] and Toots Mondt[image: External link] in 1952 as Capitol Wrestling Corporation Ltd.[image: External link] As of 2016, it is the largest wrestling promotion in the world, holding over 500 events a year (with the roster divided up into various globally traveling brands),[8] and broadcasting to about 36 million viewers in more than 150 countries. The company's global headquarters is located in Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], with offices in major cities across the world.[9][10]

As in other professional wrestling promotions, WWE shows are not legitimate contests, but purely entertainment-based[image: External link], featuring storyline[image: External link]-driven, scripted[image: External link], and choreographed matches, though they often include moves that can put performers at risk of injury if not performed correctly. This was first publicly acknowledged by WWE's owner Vince McMahon in 1989 to avoid taxes from athletic commissions. Since the 1980s, WWE publicly has branded their product as sports entertainment[image: External link], acknowledging the product's roots in competitive sport and dramatic theater.

The company's majority owner is its chairman and CEO, Vince McMahon. Along with his wife Linda[image: External link], children Shane and Stephanie, and son-in-law Paul "Triple H" Levesque, the McMahon family[image: External link] holds approximately 70% of WWE's equity and 96% of the voting power. As of August 2014, Eminence Capital, a New York-based hedge fund, acquired a 9.6% stake in WWE while the McMahon family retains 90.4% interest.[11]

The current entity, incorporated on February 21, 1980, was previously known as Titan Sports, Inc., which was founded in 1979 in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts[image: External link]. It acquired Capitol Wrestling Corporation, the holding company for the World Wrestling Federation, in 1982. Titan was renamed World Wrestling Federation, Inc. in 1998, then World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. in 1999, and finally the current World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc. in 2002. Since 2011, the company has officially branded itself solely as WWE though the company's legal name was not changed.[12][13]
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Main article: History of WWE[image: External link]
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Main article: Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link]


WWE's origins can be traced back as far as 1952 when Roderick James "Jess" McMahon[image: External link] and Toots Mondt[image: External link] created the Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link] Ltd. (CWC), which joined the National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link] (NWA) in 1953. McMahon, who was a successful boxing promoter, began working with Tex Rickard[image: External link] in 1926. With the help of Rickard, he began promoting boxing and wrestling at the third Madison Square Garden[image: External link]. It was not the first time McMahon had promoted wrestling cards[image: External link], as he had already done so during the 1910s.

In November 1954, McMahon died and Ray Fabiani, one of Mondt's associates, brought in McMahon's son Vincent James[image: External link].[14] The younger McMahon and Mondt were very successful and soon controlled approximately 70% of the NWA's booking, largely due to their dominance in the heavily populated Northeast region. In 1963, McMahon and Mondt had a dispute with the NWA over "Nature Boy" Buddy Rogers[image: External link] being booked to hold the NWA World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link].[15] Both men left the company in protest and formed the WWWF in the process, awarding Rogers the newly created WWWF World Heavyweight Championship in April of that year. He lost the championship to Bruno Sammartino[image: External link] a month later on May 17, 1963, after suffering a heart attack[image: External link] a week before the match.

Capitol operated the WWWF in a conservative manner compared to other pro wrestling territories:[16] it ran its major arenas monthly rather than weekly or bi-weekly, usually featuring a babyface[image: External link] (heroic character) champion wrestling various heels[image: External link] (villainous character) in programs that consisted of one to three matches.[17] After gaining a television program deal and hiring Lou Albano[image: External link] as a manager for Sammartino's heel opponents, the WWWF was doing sellout business by 1970.

Mondt left Capitol in the late sixties and although the WWWF had withdrawn from the NWA, Vince McMahon, Sr. quietly re-joined in 1971. Capitol renamed the World Wide Wrestling Federation to the World Wrestling Federation (WWF) in 1979.[18]
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Main article: 1980s professional wrestling boom[image: External link]


Vincent J. McMahon's son, Vincent K. McMahon, and his wife Linda[image: External link], established Titan Sports, Inc., in 1979 in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts[image: External link].[19][20] The company was incorporated on February 21, 1980, in the Cape Cod Coliseum[image: External link] offices. The younger McMahon bought Capitol from his father in 1982, effectively seizing control of the company. Seeking to make the WWF the premier wrestling promotion in the country, and eventually, the world, he began an expansion process that fundamentally changed the wrestling business.[21]

At the annual meeting of the NWA in 1983, the McMahons and former Capitol employee Jim Barnett[image: External link] all withdrew from the organization.[15] McMahon also worked to get WWF programming on syndicated television all across the United States. This angered other promoters and disrupted the well-established boundaries of the different wrestling promotions, eventually ending the territory system, which was in use since the founding of the NWA in the 1940s. In addition, the company used income generated by advertising, television deals, and tape sales to secure talent from rival promoters.

In an interview with Sports Illustrated[image: External link], McMahon noted:


In the old days, there were wrestling fiefdoms all over the country, each with its own little lord in charge. Each little lord respected the rights of his neighboring little lord. No takeovers or raids were allowed. There were maybe 30 of these tiny kingdoms in the U.S. and if I hadn't bought out my dad, there would still be 30 of them, fragmented and struggling. I, of course, had no allegiance to those little lords.[21]



McMahon gained significant traction when he hired American Wrestling Association[image: External link] (AWA) talent Hulk Hogan[image: External link], who had achieved popularity outside of wrestling, notably for his appearance in the film Rocky III[image: External link].[22] McMahon signed Roddy Piper[image: External link] as Hogan's rival, and then shortly afterward Jesse Ventura[image: External link] as an announcer. Other wrestlers joined the roster, such as Jimmy Snuka[image: External link], Don Muraco[image: External link], The Iron Sheik[image: External link], Nikolai Volkoff[image: External link], Junkyard Dog[image: External link], Paul Orndorff[image: External link], Greg Valentine[image: External link], and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link]. Many of the wrestlers who would join later the WWF were former AWA or NWA talent.

The WWF would tour nationally in a venture that would require a huge capital investment, one that placed the WWF on the verge of financial collapse. The future of McMahon's experiment came down to the success or failure of McMahon's groundbreaking concept, WrestleMania. WrestleMania was a major success, and was (and still is) marketed as the Super Bowl[image: External link] of professional wrestling. The concept of a wrestling supercard[image: External link] was nothing new in North America; the NWA had begun running Starrcade[image: External link] a few years prior. In McMahon's eyes, however, what separated WrestleMania from other supercards was that it was intended to be accessible to those who did not watch wrestling. He invited celebrities such as Mr. T[image: External link], Muhammad Ali[image: External link], and Cyndi Lauper[image: External link] to participate in the event, as well as securing a deal with MTV[image: External link] to provide coverage. The event and hype surrounding it led to the term Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link], due to the cross-promotion of pop-culture and professional wrestling.

The WWF business expanded significantly on the shoulders of McMahon and his babyface[image: External link] hero Hulk Hogan for the next several years. The introduction of Saturday Night's Main Event[image: External link] on NBC[image: External link] in 1985 marked the first time that professional wrestling had been broadcast on network television since the 1950s, when the now-defunct DuMont Television Network[image: External link] broadcast matches of Vince McMahon Sr.'s Capitol Wrestling Corporation. The 1980s "Wrestling Boom" peaked with the WrestleMania III[image: External link] pay-per-view at the Pontiac Silverdome in 1987, which set an attendance record of 93,173, a record that stood for 29 years until WrestleMania 32.[23] A rematch of the WrestleMania III main event between WWF champion Hulk Hogan and André the Giant took place on The Main Event[image: External link] in 1988 and was seen by 33 million people, the most-watched wrestling match in North American television history.[24]

In 1985, Titan moved its offices to Stamford, Connecticut[image: External link], before the present building was built nearby in 1991. Subsequently, a new Titan Sports, Inc. (originally WWF, Inc.) was established in Delaware[image: External link] in 1987 and was consolidated with the Massachusetts entity in February 1988.[25]
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Main article: Monday Night Wars[image: External link]


The WWF was hit with allegations of steroid[image: External link] abuse and distribution in 1992 and was followed by allegations of sexual harassment[image: External link] by WWF employees the following year.[26] McMahon was eventually exonerated, but it brought bad public relations[image: External link] for the WWF, and overall bad reputation. The steroid trial cost the company an estimated $5 million at a time of record low revenues. This helped drive many WWF wrestlers over to rival promotion World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW), including 1980s babyface hero Hulk Hogan. During this period, the WWF promoted wrestlers of a younger age comprising "The New Generation", featuring Shawn Michaels[image: External link], Diesel[image: External link], Razor Ramon[image: External link], Bret Hart, and The Undertaker, in an effort to promote new talent into the spotlight.

In January 1993, the WWF debuted its flagship cable program Monday Night Raw. WCW countered in September 1995 with its own Monday night program, Monday Nitro[image: External link], which aired in the same time slot as Raw.[27] The two programs would trade wins in the ensuing ratings[image: External link] competition (known as the "Monday Night Wars[image: External link]") until mid-1996. At that point, Nitro began a nearly two-year ratings domination that was largely fueled by the introduction of the New World Order[image: External link] (nWo), a stable led by former WWF performers Hulk Hogan, Scott Hall (the former Razor Ramon), and Kevin Nash (the former Diesel).[28]
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Main article: Attitude Era[image: External link]


See also: Montreal Screwjob


As the Monday Night Wars continued between Raw Is War and WCW's Nitro, the WWF would transform itself from a family-friendly product into a more adult oriented product, known as the Attitude Era[image: External link]. The era was spearheaded by WWF VP Shane McMahon (son of owner Vince McMahon) and head writer Vince Russo[image: External link].

1997 ended with McMahon facing real-life controversy following Bret Hart's controversial departure from the company, dubbed as the Montreal Screwjob.[29] This proved to be one of several founding factors in the launch of the Attitude Era as well as the creation of McMahon's on-screen character, "Mr. McMahon[image: External link]".

Prior to the Montreal Screwjob, which took place at the 1997 Survivor Series, former WCW talent were being hired by the WWF, including Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], Mankind[image: External link], and Vader[image: External link]. Austin was slowly brought in as the new face of the company despite being promoted as an antihero[image: External link], starting with his "Austin 3:16[image: External link]" speech shortly after defeating Jake Roberts[image: External link] in the tournament finals at the King of the Ring[image: External link] pay-per-view in 1996.[30]
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 World Wrestling Federation, Inc./World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc.




On May 6, 1998, Titan Sports, Inc. was renamed World Wrestling Federation, Inc. It was renamed World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. a year later.

On April 29, 1999, the WWF made its return to terrestrial television[image: External link], airing a special program known as SmackDown! on the fledgling UPN[image: External link] network. The Thursday night show became a weekly series on August 26, 1999—competing directly with WCW's Thursday night program Thunder[image: External link] on TBS[image: External link]. In 2000, the WWF, in collaboration with television network NBC[image: External link], announced the creation of the XFL[image: External link], a new professional football[image: External link] league that debuted in 2001.[31] The league had high ratings for the first few weeks, but initial interest waned and its ratings plunged to dismally low levels (one of its games was the lowest-rated prime-time show in the history of American television). NBC walked out on the venture after only one season, but McMahon intended to continue alone. However, after being unable to reach a deal with UPN, McMahon shut down the XFL.[32]

On October 19, 1999, World Wrestling Federation, Inc. launched an initial public offering[image: External link] as a publicly traded company, trading on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] (NYSE) with the issuance of stock then valued at $172.5 million.[33] The company has traded on the NYSE since its launch under ticker symbol WWE.[34]
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By the fall of 1999, the Attitude Era had turned the tide of the Monday Night Wars into WWF's favor. After Time Warner merged with AOL[image: External link], Ted Turner[image: External link]'s control over WCW was considerably reduced, and the newly merged company announced a complete lack of interest in professional wrestling as a whole, and decided to sell WCW in its entirety. Although Eric Bischoff[image: External link], whom Time Warner fired as WCW president in October 1999, was nearing a deal to purchase the company, in March 2001 McMahon acquired the rights to WCW's trademarks, tape library, contracts, and other properties from AOL Time Warner for a number reported to be around $7 million.[35] Shortly after WrestleMania X-Seven[image: External link], the WWF launched the Invasion storyline integrating the incoming talent roster from WCW and Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW). With this purchase, WWF now became by far the largest wrestling promotion in the world. The assets of ECW, which had folded after filing for bankruptcy[image: External link] protection in April 2001, were purchased by WWE in mid-2003.[36]
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 World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc./WWE




On May 5, 2002, the World Wrestling Federation announced it was changing both its company name and the name of its wrestling promotion to World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE). Although mainly caused by an unfavorable ruling in its dispute with the World Wide Fund for Nature regarding the "WWF" initialism, the company noted it provided an opportunity to emphasize its focus on entertainment.[37]

On April 7, 2011, WWE, via the WWE Corporate website, announced that the company was ceasing use of the full name World Wrestling Entertainment and would henceforth refer to itself solely as WWE, making the latter an orphan initialism[image: External link]. This was said to reflect WWE's global entertainment expansion away from the ring with the ultimate goal of acquiring entertainment companies and putting a focus on television, live events, and film production. WWE noted that their new company model was put into effect with the relaunch of Tough Enough[image: External link], being a non–scripted program (contrary to the scripted nature of professional wrestling) and with the launch of the WWE Network (at the time scheduled to launch in 2012; later pushed back to 2014). However, the legal name of the company remains as World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc.[13]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Brand extension





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Original




Main article: WWE brand extension[image: External link]


In March 2002, WWE decided to create two separate rosters, with each group of wrestlers appearing on one of their main programs, Raw and SmackDown!, due to the overabundance of talent left over from the Invasion storyline[image: External link]. This was dubbed as the "brand extension[image: External link]".

Beginning in 2002 a draft lottery[image: External link] was held nearly every year to set the rosters, with the first draft to determine the inaugural split rosters, and subsequent drafts designed to refresh the rosters of each show. On May 26, 2006, WWE announced the relaunch of ECW as a third WWE brand. The new ECW[image: External link] program aired until February 16, 2010.[38] All ECW wrestlers at that point became free agents that could sign either Raw or SmackDown.
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Beginning with the August 29, 2011 episode of Raw, it was announced that Raw would feature talent from both Raw and SmackDown, and would be known as Raw Supershow (the "Supershow" suffix would be dropped on July 23, 2012).[39] Championships previously exclusive to one show or the other were available for wrestlers from any show to compete for; the "Supershow" format would mark the end of the brand extension, as all programming and live events from when the original announcement was made until July 2016 featured the full WWE roster.[40]

In 2013, the company built the sports medicine and training facility WWE Performance Center[image: External link] in east Orange County, Florida[image: External link] in partnership with Full Sail University[image: External link] from Winter Park, Florida[image: External link]. The training facility is targeted at career and athletic development for the company's wrestlers.[41] Full Sail is also home base to WWE's developmental brand NXT,[42] which over the years has grown and expanded into a global brand in its own right.[43]
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On May 25, 2016, WWE announced a relaunch of the brand extension, billed as the "New Era". Following that announcement, Raw and SmackDown now each feature their own unique rosters, announcers, ring sets/ropes, and championships. A draft[image: External link] took place to determine which wrestlers would appear on what show. SmackDown also moved from Thursdays to Tuesday nights, which began on July 19 (the night of the aforementioned draft), and airs live instead of the previous pre-recorded format.[44]

On November 29, 2016, WWE introduced a new program specifically for their cruiserweight division[image: External link] (wrestlers 205 lbs. and under) called WWE 205 Live[image: External link].[45] The program focuses exclusively on those wrestlers who qualify for the division.[46][47] The cruiserweights – who first became a fixture in WWE with the Cruiserweight Classic tournament – were originally exclusive to the Raw brand at the onset of the 2016 brand extension, before landing their own show (though they still also appear on Raw, as well as working on the NXT brand).[48]

On December 15, 2016, it was announced that WWE was establishing a new WWE United Kingdom Championship[image: External link], with the winner being decided by a 16-man tournament to air on WWE Network featuring wrestlers from the UK and Ireland during January 2017. WWE executive Paul "Triple H" Levesque said the eventual plan with the new title and tournament is to establish a UK-based brand with its own weekly TV show.[49][50] The UK wrestlers and the UK Championship is being featured on the NXT brand in the interim.[51]

WWE currently has over 140 wrestlers (both male and female) under various forms of contract, and stages over 500 events a year around the world.[8]
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WWE uses a variety of special terms in defining their product, such as describing the wrestling industry as sports entertainment[image: External link]. The fan base is referred to as "the WWE Universe". A wrestler is known as a "WWE Superstar", while retired wrestlers are known as "WWE Legends" (or "Hall of Famers" if they have been inducted into the WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link]).[52]
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Main article: WWE Network


On February 24, 2014, WWE launched a 24/7 streaming network. The network includes past and present WWE shows, pay-per-views, and shows from the WWE Library[image: External link].[53] The network reached 1,000,000 subscribers on January 27, 2015 in less than one year of its launch, with WWE claiming that it was thus "the fastest-growing digital subscription service ever".[54]

In May 2014, WWE and NBCUniversal[image: External link] agree to a new contract that would see both Raw and SmackDown continue on NBC owned networks the USA Network[image: External link] and Syfy[image: External link].[55] In January 2016, SmackDown would change networks to the USA Network. The contract with NBCUniversal expires in 2019.[56] On November 17, 2016, WWE and Sky Deutschland[image: External link] signed a multi-year agreement to distribute WWE's premier pay-per-view events and broadcast Raw and SmackDown live on SKY Sports starting in April 2017.[57]
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On October 19, 1999, WWF, which had been owned previously by parent company Titan Sports, launched an initial public offering[image: External link] as a publicly traded company, trading on the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] (NYSE) with the issuance of stock then valued at $172.5 million.[33] The company has traded on the NYSE since its launch under ticker symbol WWE.[34]

The company has actively marketed itself as a publicly traded company through presentations at investor conferences and other investor relations initiatives.[58] In June 2003, the company began paying a dividend on its shares of $0.04 per share.[59] In June 2011, the company cut its dividend from $0.36 to $0.12.[60] In 2014, concerns about the company's viability caused wide fluctuations in its share price.[61]

As of 2015, the company's Board of Directors has eight members: Vince McMahon, the company's Chairman of the Board and CEO; Stuart U. Goldfarb, President of Fullbridge, Inc.; Patricia A. Gottesman, former President and CEO of Crimson Hexagon[image: External link]; David Kenen, the former Executive Vice President of the Hallmark Channel[image: External link]; Joseph H. Perkins, former President of Communications Consultants; Frank A. Riddick, III, CEO of Shale-Inland Group, Inc.; Jeffrey R. Speed, former Executive Vice President and Chief Financial Officer of Six Flags[image: External link]; Laureen Ong, former President of Travel Channel[image: External link]; Stephanie McMahon, Chief Brand Officer[image: External link] of WWE; and Paul "Triple H" Levesque, WWE's Executive Vice President of talent, live events, and creative.[62]
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WWE signs most of their talent to exclusive contracts, meaning talent can appear or perform only on WWE programming and events. They are not permitted to appear or perform for another promotion, unless special arrangements are made beforehand. WWE keeps all wrestlers' salary, employment length, benefits, and all other contract details strictly private.[63]

WWE classifies its professional wrestlers as independent contractors[image: External link] and not as employees. A study by the University of Louisville Law Review[image: External link] found that after applying the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 20-factor test, 16 factors "clearly indicate that wrestlers are employees". However, as a result of WWE terming them as independent contractors, "the wrestlers are denied countless benefits to which they would otherwise be entitled".[64]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Wellness Program




The World Wrestling Federation had a drug-testing policy in place as early as 1987, initially run by an in-house administrator. In 1991, wrestlers were subjected to independent testing for anabolic steroids[image: External link] for the first time.[65] The independent testing was ceased in 1996.[66]

The Talent Wellness Program is a comprehensive drug, alcohol, and cardiac screening program initiated in February 2006, shortly after the sudden death[image: External link] of one of their highest profile talents, 38-year-old Eddie Guerrero[image: External link].[67] The policy tests for recreational drug use[image: External link] and abuse of prescription medication, including anabolic steroids.[67] Under the guidelines of the policy, talent is also tested annually for pre-existing or developing cardiac issues. The drug testing is handled by Aegis Sciences Corporation; the cardiac evaluations are handled by New York Cardiology Associates P.C.[67] The Wellness Policy requires that all talent "under contract to WWE who regularly perform in-ring services as a professional sports entertainer" undergo testing; however, part-time competitors are exempt from testing.[68]

After the double-murder and suicide[image: External link] committed by one of its performers, Chris Benoit[image: External link], with a possible link to steroid abuse encouraged by WWE, the United States House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link] requested that WWE turn over any material regarding its talent wellness policy.[69]

In August 2007, WWE and its employees defended the program in the wake of several busts of illegal pharmacy that linked WWE performers to steroid purchases even after the policy was put into place. Ten professional wrestlers were suspended for violating the Wellness Policy after reports emerged they were all customers of Signature Pharmacy in Orlando, Florida[image: External link]. According to a statement attributed to WWE attorney Jerry McDevitt, an eleventh wrestler was later added to the suspension list.[70][71][72]

Because of the Wellness Policy, physicians were able to diagnose one of its performers with a heart ailment that would otherwise likely have gone unnoticed until it was too late. In August 2007, then-reigning United States Champion Montel Vontavious Porter[image: External link] (real name Hassan Assad) was diagnosed with Wolff–Parkinson–White syndrome[image: External link],[73] which can be potentially fatal if gone undiagnosed. The ailment was discovered while Assad was going through a routine Wellness Policy checkup.

On September 13, 2010, WWE updated their list of banned substances to include muscle relaxers[image: External link].[74]
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In 1994, Titan Sports had entered into an agreement with the World Wide Fund for Nature[image: External link] (also trademarked WWF), an environmental organization, regarding Titan's use of the "WWF" acronym, which both organizations had been using since at least March 1979. Under the agreement, Titan had agreed to cease using the written acronym "WWF" in connection with its wrestling promotion, and to minimize (though not eliminate) spoken uses of "WWF" on its broadcasts, particularly in scripted comments. In exchange, the environmental group (and its national affiliates) agreed to drop any pending litigation against Titan, and furthermore agreed not to challenge Titan's use of the full "World Wrestling Federation" name or the promotion's then-current logo.[75]

In 2000, the World Wide Fund for Nature sued World Wrestling Federation Entertainment Inc. in the United Kingdom, alleging various violations of the 1994 agreement.[76] The Court of Appeal[image: External link] agreed that the promotion company had violated the 1994 agreement, particularly in regards to merchandising. The last televised event to market the WWF logo was the UK-based pay-per-view Insurrextion 2002. On May 5, 2002, the company launched its "Get The F Out" marketing campaign and changed all references on its website from "WWF" to "WWE", while switching the URL[image: External link] from WWF.com to WWE.com.[37] The next day, a press release announced the official name change from World Wrestling Federation Entertainment, Inc. to World Wrestling Entertainment, Inc., or WWE, and the change was publicized later that day during a telecast of Raw, which was broadcast from the Hartford Civic Center[image: External link] in Hartford, Connecticut[image: External link].

Following the name change, the use of the WWF "scratch" logo became prohibited on all WWE properties. Additionally, past references to the WWF trademark and initials in 'specified circumstances' became censored.[77] Despite the litigation, WWE was still permitted use of the original WWF logo, which was used from 1979 through 1994 and had been explicitly exempted under the 1994 agreement, as well as the similar "New WWF Generation" logo, which was used from 1994 through 1998. Furthermore, the company could still make use of the full "World Wrestling Federation" and "World Wrestling Federation Entertainment" names without consequence. In 2003, WWE won a limited decision to continue marketing certain classic video games from THQ[image: External link] and Jakks Pacific[image: External link] that contained the WWF "scratch" logo.[78] However, the packaging on those games had all WWF references replaced with WWE.

Starting with the 1,000th episode[image: External link] of Raw in July 2012, the WWF "scratch" logo is no longer censored in archival footage due to WWE reaching a new settlement with the World Wide Fund for Nature.[79] In addition, the WWF initials are no longer censored when spoken or when written in plain text in archival footage. Since then, full-length matches and other segments featuring the WWF initials and "scratch" logo have been added to the WWE website and the WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] service. This also includes WWE Home Video[image: External link] releases since October 2012, starting with the re-release of Brock Lesnar: Here Comes The Pain.[80] Although the WWF initials and logo are no longer censored in archival footage, WWE cannot use the WWF initials or logo in any new, original footage, packaging, or advertising.[81]
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Harry "Slash" Grivas[image: External link] and Roderick Kohn filed a lawsuit against WWE in June 2003 due to the music being used for its programming and DVDs without consent or payment. It also asserted violation of the rights to original music used by ECW that WWE had been using during the Invasion storyline of 2001[image: External link]. The case was resolved on both sides with a settlement that saw WWE purchase the catalogue outright in January 2005.[82]
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 Expansion beyond wrestling




In addition to licensing wrestling and performers' likenesses to companies such as Acclaim[image: External link], THQ[image: External link], 2K Sports[image: External link], and Mattel[image: External link] to produce video games and action figures[image: External link], WWE has branched out into other areas of interest in order to market their product.
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WCW Inc.[image: External link]: created in 2001 – owns the rights to the video library and intellectual property for World Championship Wrestling.

	
WWE Books[image: External link]: publishes biographies of and on WWE personalities, behind-the-scenes guides to WWE, illustrated books, calendars, young adult books, and other general nonfiction books.

	
WWE Home Video[image: External link]: specializes in distributing compilation VHS, DVD, and Blu-ray Disc copies of WWE pay-per-view events, compilations of WWE wrestlers' performances, and biographies of WWE performers.

	WWE Jet Services, Inc.: formed in 2013 to manage the financing and operations of the company's fleet of private jets.

	
WWE Legacy Content[image: External link]: a collection of professional wrestling videos and copyrights for other promotions.

	
WWE Music Group[image: External link]: specializes in compilation albums of WWE wrestlers' entrance themes. The group also releases titles that have been performed by WWE wrestlers.

	
WWE Magazine[image: External link]: the magazine is released for special issues. It was originally released monthly until 2014.

	
WWE Network: a subscription-based video streaming service launched in 2014 using the infrastructure of Major League Baseball Advanced Media[image: External link].

	
WWE Performance Center[image: External link]: serves as the training and performance center for future employees.

	WWEShop.com: a website established as the place to buy officially licensed WWE related apparel, gear, and other merchandise.

	
WWE Studios[image: External link]: created in 2002 to create and develop feature film properties. Formerly known as WWE Films.
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World Bodybuilding Federation[image: External link]: a subsidiary of Titan Sports that was launched in 1990 which promoted professional bodybuilding[image: External link] through a television show, magazine, and annual pay-per-view events. It was closed in 1992.

	
XFL[image: External link]: folded in 2001, was a partially owned subsidiary of WWF launched in 2000 which comprised eight league-owned professional football[image: External link] teams. The league included television broadcasts on NBC[image: External link] (the other co-owners of the league), UPN[image: External link], and TNN[image: External link].

	
The World Entertainment[image: External link]: a subsidiary of World Wrestling Federation Entertainment that operated a restaurant, night club, and memorabilia shop in New York City. It opened as "WWF New York" in 1999, was renamed as "The World", and closed in 2003. Hard Rock Cafe[image: External link] took over the location in 2005.

	
WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link]: was a subscription video on demand television service provided by WWE. It had footage from WWE's archive footage, including World Championship Wrestling[image: External link], Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link], and more. It offered around 40 hours of rotating programming per month, arranged into four programming buckets, often centered on a specific theme. It premiered in 2004 and lasted until 2014 when WWE Network was launched.

	WWE Kids: a website and comic set aimed at the children's end of the wrestling market, comics were produced bi-monthly. It was launched on April 15, 2008 and discontinued in 2014, the same year WWE Magazine[image: External link] discontinued as a monthly publication.

	
WWE Niagara Falls[image: External link]: a retail and entertainment establishment that was located in Niagara Falls, Ontario[image: External link] and owned by WWE. It was open from August 2002 through March 2011.

	WWE Universe (WWE Fan Nation): was a social media website managed and operated by WWE. It was for WWE fans, Superstars, Legends, and Hall of Famers[image: External link] to interact with one another. The original name was WWE Fan Nation. It lasted from November 2008 to January 2011.
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Main article: Tapout (clothing brand)


In March 2015, WWE announced a partnership with Authentic Brands Group[image: External link] to relaunch Tapout, formerly a major MMA[image: External link]-related clothing line, as a more general "lifestyle fitness" brand. The apparel, for men and women, was first released in spring of 2016. WWE markets the brand through various products, including beverages, supplements, and gyms.[83] WWE will hold a 50% stake in the brand, and so will advertise it regularly across all its platforms, hoping to give it one billion impressions[image: External link] a month, and take some of the fitness market from Under Armour[image: External link]. WWE wrestlers and staff have been shown wearing various Tapout gear since the venture began.[84]
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Tout[image: External link]: Tout is a social media 15-second video service. In 2012, WWE invested $5,000,000 and entered into a two-year partnership. Stephanie McMahon was named apart of the Tout Board of Directors. The agreement between the two companies ended in 2014.

	FloSports: FloSports is an over-the-top sport streaming service that WWE invested into during 2016. The sports that are available include: amateur wrestling[image: External link], professional wrestling, track[image: External link], grappling[image: External link], mixed martial arts[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], softball[image: External link], gymnastics[image: External link], basketball[image: External link], tennis[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], cheerleading[image: External link], and eSports[image: External link].

	
Marvel Experience[image: External link]: Marvel Experience is an interactive live event featuring Marvel[image: External link] characters. WWE invested in it in 2013.

	Phunware, Inc.: Phunware is responsible for multiscreen infrastructure, software and application development services for an impressive list of top-tier customers. WWE invested in it in 2014.
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	WWE has had a partnership with the Make-A-Wish Foundation[image: External link] that spans three decades.[85] Multi-time WWE champion John Cena has granted more wishes than any other celebrity in history, having completed his 500th wish in August 2015.[86]


	Since 2012, WWE has partnered with Susan G. Komen for the Cure[image: External link] to raise awareness of breast cancer[image: External link] during the month of October. Their partnership includes offering special charity-related wrestler merchandise, as well as adding a pink color scheme to the sets and ring ropes; 20% of all October purchases of WWE merchandise go to the organization.[87]


	In June 2014, Connor's Cure[88] – a non-profit charitable organization – was established by Triple H and Stephanie McMahon, who have personally funded it through the Children's Hospital of Pittsburgh Foundation[image: External link]. It is named in honor of Pittsburgh[image: External link] native Connor Mason Michalek[image: External link] (October 17, 2005 – April 25, 2014) who had died two months earlier from medulloblastoma[image: External link], a rare tumor that affects the brain and spinal cord. Beginning in 2015, WWE began recognizing September as Pediatric Cancer Awareness Month, adding a gold color scheme to the sets and ring ropes, and offering special Connor's Cure merchandise, with the proceeds going to charity.[89][90]


	In 2014, WWE entered into an international partnership with the Special Olympics[image: External link].[91]
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Though an infrequent occurrence, during its history WWE has worked with other wrestling promotions in collaborative efforts.

During the 1970s, 1980s, and early 1990s, WWE had working relationships with the Japanese[image: External link] New Japan Pro-Wrestling[image: External link] (NJPW), Universal Wrestling Federation[image: External link] (UWF), Universal Lucha Libre[image: External link] (FULL), and the Mexican[image: External link] Universal Wrestling Association[image: External link] (UWA). These working relationships led to the creations of the WWF World Martial Arts[image: External link], Light Heavyweight[image: External link] and Intercontinental Tag Team[image: External link] championships.[92][93][94][95]

During the period of 1992–1996, WWE had talent exchange agreements with the U.S.[image: External link] and Japanese independent companies Smokey Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] (SMW),[96][97] Super World of Sports[image: External link] (SWS),[98] WAR[image: External link],[99] and the United States Wrestling Association[image: External link] (USWA).[100]

In 1997, the company did business with Mexico's AAA[image: External link] promotion, bringing in a number of AAA wrestlers for the Royal Rumble[image: External link] event and namesake match.[101][102]

In 1997, WWE would also do business with Japan's Michinoku Pro Wrestling[image: External link] (MPW), bringing in MPW talent to compete in the company's light heavyweight division and in their 1997 Light Heavyweight Championship tournament[image: External link].[103]

In 2015, WWE entered a partnership with Evolve[image: External link] – a U.S. independent promotion that WWE uses as a scouting group for potential signees for their NXT brand.[104]

In 2016, WWE partnered with England[image: External link]'s Progress Wrestling[image: External link] with Progress hosting qualifing matches for WWE's Cruiserweight Classic.[105] In 2017, Progress talent would participate in the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament[106] and at WWE's WrestleMania Axxess[image: External link] events.[107]

In 2017, WWE partnered with Scotland[image: External link]'s Insane Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ICW) with some ICW talent appearing in the WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament and at WWE's WrestleMania Axxess events.[107] WWE has also explored a deal to bring ICW programming onto the WWE Network.[108]

Throughout the company's history, WWE has had past arrangements with independent companies from the United States (such as Ohio Valley Wrestling[image: External link] among others) and Puerto Rico[image: External link] (such as the International Wrestling Association[image: External link]) with the companies serving as developmental territories[image: External link].[109] WWE NXT currently serves as the official developmental territory for WWE.[110]
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Main article: List of current champions in WWE[image: External link]
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Main article: WWE Raw




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	WWE Universal Championship[image: External link]
	Brock Lesnar[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017
	72
	Orlando[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Goldberg[image: External link] at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]



	WWE Intercontinental Championship
	The Miz
	7[image: External link]
	June 4, 2017
	9
	Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]
	Defeated Dean Ambrose at Extreme Rules[image: External link]



	WWE Raw Women's Championship
	Alexa Bliss[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 30, 2017
	44
	San Jose[image: External link], California[image: External link]
	Defeated Bayley[image: External link] at Payback



	WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link]
	Neville[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	January 29, 2017
	135
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Rich Swann[image: External link] at the Royal Rumble[image: External link]



	WWE Raw Tag Team Championship
	Cesaro and Sheamus[image: External link]
	2

(3, 2)[image: External link]
	June 4, 2017
	9
	Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]
	Defeated The Hardy Boyz[image: External link] (Matt Hardy[image: External link] and Jeff Hardy[image: External link]) in a steel cage[image: External link] tag team match[image: External link] at Extreme Rules[image: External link]
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Main article: WWE SmackDown




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	WWE Championship
	Jinder Mahal[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	May 21, 2017
	23
	Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]
	Defeated Randy Orton[image: External link] at Backlash[image: External link]



	WWE United States Championship
	Kevin Owens
	2[image: External link]
	May 2, 2017
	42
	Fresno[image: External link], California[image: External link]
	Defeated Chris Jericho on SmackDown



	WWE SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link]
	Naomi[image: External link]
	2[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017
	72
	Orlando[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Becky Lynch, Carmella[image: External link], Mickie James[image: External link], Natalya, and previous champion Alexa Bliss[image: External link] in a six-pack challenge[image: External link] at WrestleMania 33[image: External link]



	WWE SmackDown Tag Team Championship[image: External link]
	The Usos

(Jimmy Uso[image: External link] and Jey Uso[image: External link])
	1

(1, 1)[image: External link]
	March 21, 2017
	84
	Uncasville[image: External link], Connecticut[image: External link]
	Defeated American Alpha[image: External link] (Chad Gable[image: External link] and Jason Jordan[image: External link]) on SmackDown
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Main article: WWE NXT




	Championship
	Current champion(s)
	Reign
	Date won
	Days

held
	Location
	Notes



	NXT Championship
	Bobby Roode[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	136
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link]



	NXT Women's Championship[image: External link]
	Asuka[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	April 1, 2016
	438
	Dallas[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated Bayley[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: Dallas



	NXT Tag Team Championship[image: External link]
	The Authors of Pain[image: External link]

( Akam[image: External link] and Rezar[image: External link])
	1

(1, 1)[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	136
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Defeated #DIY[image: External link] (Johnny Gargano[image: External link] and Tommaso Ciampa[image: External link]) at NXT TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link]



	WWE United Kingdom Championship[image: External link]
	Pete Dunne[image: External link]
	1[image: External link]
	May 20, 2017
	24
	Rosemont, Illinois
	Defeated Tyler Bate[image: External link] at NXT TakeOver: Chicago[image: External link]
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Main article: List of former championships in WWE[image: External link]
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	Accomplishment
	Latest winner(s)
	Date won
	Location
	Notes



	Royal Rumble
	Randy Orton[image: External link]
	January 29, 2017[image: External link]
	San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link]
	Last eliminated Roman Reigns to win.



	Money in the Bank[image: External link]
	Dean Ambrose
	June 19, 2016
	Paradise[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link]
	Defeated Kevin Owens, Alberto Del Rio[image: External link], Chris Jericho, Sami Zayn, and Cesaro to win. Ambrose cashed in the briefcase later that night and defeated Seth Rollins[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship.



	André the Giant Memorial Trophy
	Mojo Rawley[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017[image: External link]
	Orlando, Florida[image: External link]
	Last eliminated Jinder Mahal[image: External link] to win.



	Cruiserweight Classic
	T.J. Perkins[image: External link]
	September 14, 2016[image: External link]
	Winter Park[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]
	Defeated Gran Metalik[image: External link] in the tournament final to win.



	Dusty Rhodes Tag Team Classic[image: External link]
	The Authors of Pain[image: External link]

( Akam[image: External link] and Rezar[image: External link])
	November 19, 2016
	Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]
	Defeated TM-61[image: External link] (Nick Miller[image: External link] and Shane Thorne[image: External link]) in the tournament final to win.
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	Capitol Wrestling Corporation[image: External link]

	List of WWE alumni[image: External link]

	List of WWE pay-per-view events

	List of WWE personnel[image: External link]

	WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link]
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Sponsor (commercial)





Sponsoring something (or someone) is the act of supporting an event, activity, person, or organization financially or through the provision of products or services. The individual or group that provides the support, similar to a benefactor[image: External link], is known as sponsor.
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 Definition




Sponsorship[1] is a cash and/or in-kind fee paid to a property (typically in sports, arts, entertainment or causes) in return for access to the exploitable commercial potential associated with that property.

While the sponsoree(property being sponsored) may be nonprofit, unlike philanthropy, sponsorship is done with the expectation of a commercial return.

While sponsorship can deliver increased awareness, brand building and propensity to purchase, it is different from advertising. Unlike advertising, sponsorship can not communicate specific product attributes. Nor can it stand alone, as sponsorship requires support elements.
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 Theories




A range of psychological and communications theories have been used to explain how commercial sponsorship works to impact consumer audiences. Most use the notion that a brand (sponsor) and event (sponsoree) become linked in memory through the sponsorship and as a result, thinking of the brand can trigger event-linked associations while helping people to go over traffic lights thinking of the event can come to trigger brand-linked associations. Cornwell, Weeks and Roy (2005)[2] have published an extensive review of the theories so far used to explain commercial sponsorship effects.

One of the most pervasive findings in sponsorship is that the best effects are achieved where there is a logical match between the sponsor and sponsoree, such as a sports brand sponsoring a sports event. Work by Cornwell and colleagues[3] however, has shown that brands that don't have a logical match can still benefit, at least in terms of memory effects, if the sponsor articulates some rationale for the sponsorship to the audience.
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 Categories





	Title sponsor is the highest status of sponsorship. It characterizes the most significant contribution to a company in organizing and hosting an event. Often the name of such sponsor is placed next to the name of competition, teams, individual athletes and is associated with it (for example, the logo of a title sponsor is placed on a uniform of football club teams). The status of a title sponsor also allows to have a decisive voice on the issue of presence among sponsors other companies operating in the same business, the priority right to use players and coaches for conducting joint promotions, right of presence at all official events dedicated to a sports event, mandatory mentioning in all activities conducted on behalf of the team, highlighting the name of title sponsor in film credits, television programs which were created with its financial support, placement of logos and banners. In case of title sponsor's presence, the general sponsor position may remain free.

	General sponsor is a sponsor that makes one of the largest contributions (in absence of a title sponsor - usually more than 50% of all sponsorship funds raised) and that receives for it the right to use the image of competition as well as extensive media coverage. If necessary, the status of the general sponsor may be supplemented by the general sponsors for certain categories, as well as the main sponsor.

	Official sponsor is a sponsor that makes a certain part of raised funds (within 20-25%). Typically, the given status may be granted by category ("official insurance partner", "official automotive partner", etc.).

	Technical sponsor is a sponsor which promotes organization of sporting events through the partial or full payment of goods and services (e.g., medical equipment, fitness, organization of transportation and lodging).

	Participating sponsor is a company, the sponsorship fee size of which usually does not exceed 10% of total raised funds..

	Informational sponsor is an organization that provides informational support through media coverage, conducting PR-actions, joint actions, etc.
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 Principles




All sponsorship should be based on contractual obligations between the sponsor and the sponsored party. Sponsors and sponsored parties should set out clear terms and conditions with all other partners involved, to define their expectations regarding all aspects of the sponsorship deal. Sponsorship should be recognisable as such.

The terms and conduct of sponsorship should be based upon the principle of good faith between all parties to the sponsorship. There should be clarity regarding the specific rights being sold and confirmation that these are available for sponsorship from the rights holder. Sponsored parties should have the absolute right to decide on the value of the sponsorship rights that they are offering and the appropriateness of the sponsor with whom they contract.[4]
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 Selling




The sales cycle for selling sponsors is often a lengthy process that consists of researching prospects, creating tailored proposals based on a company's business objectives, finding the right contacts at a company, getting buy-in from multiple constituencies and finally negotiating benefits/price. Some sales can take up to a year and sellers report spending anywhere between 1–5 hours researching each company that is viewed as a potential prospect for sponsorship.[5]
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 Leveraging and activation




These are the terms used by many sponsorship professionals, which refer to how a sponsor uses the benefits they are allocated under the terms of a sponsorship agreement. Leveraging has been defined by Weeks, Cornwell and Drennan (2008) as "the act of using collateral marketing communications to exploit the commercial potential of the association between a sponsor and sponsee" while activation has been defined as those "communications that promote the engagement, involvement, or participation of the sponsorship audience with the sponsor."[6]

Money spent on activation is over and above the rights fee paid to the sponsored property and is often far greater than the cost of the rights fee."[6]
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 Sponsorship markets




IEG projects spending on sponsorship globally to grow 5.2 percent in 2011 to $46.3 billion. Subtracting expenditures by North American companies, the rest of the world’s sponsors spent $29.1 billion on partnerships in 2010 and IEG projects that sum to increase 4.8 percent to $30.5 billion in 2011.

Europe is the largest source of sponsorship spending, with €26.44 million (US$29 million) in just the EU member states in 2014,[7] followed by North America, the Asia Pacific region. Growth in Central and South America during 2010 did not materialize to the extent projected—3.8 percent versus a forecast of 5.7 percent—despite the FIFA World Cup and Olympic Games in Brazil in 2014 and 2016, respectively. With the 2010 World Cup concluded, sponsorship activity should begin to heat up, thus the region is projected to be the fastest-growing source of sponsorship dollars outside of North America, with a forecast growth rate of 5.6 percent for 2011.

Relaxed television industry legislation surrounding product placement[image: External link] has led to a small but increasing rise in TV programming sponsorship in the UK. However, commercial sponsorship of British sports teams and players is a multibillion-pound industry. For example, Adidas[image: External link] became the sponsor and supplier of Manchester United's[image: External link] kit for ten seasons, in a 2014 sponsorship deal with a guaranteed minimum value of £750 million (more than US$1.1 billion).[8]

IEG Sponsorship Report, which has conducted primary research on sponsorship spending annually since 1984, projects $18.2 billion will be spent by companies in North America on rights fees in 2011, up 5.2 percent over 2010. Sponsorship expenditures by North American companies grew 3.9 percent in 2010 to $17.2 billion.

As it has in most years over the past two-plus decades, sponsorship’s growth rate will be ahead of the pace experienced by advertising and sales promotion, according to IEG. North American media spending, which rose two percent in 2010.
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 See also





	Marketing[image: External link]

	Advertising[image: External link]

	Donation[image: External link]

	Cause marketing[image: External link]

	Ambush marketing[image: External link]

	Naming rights[image: External link]

	Sports marketing[image: External link]

	Sustaining program[image: External link]

	European Sponsorship Association[image: External link]

	Sponsorship broker[image: External link]

	List of sponsored sports stadiums[image: External link]

	List of sponsored teams[image: External link]

	List of advertising technology companies[image: External link]
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Tapout (clothing brand)






Tapout is an American[image: External link] multinational corporation[image: External link] that designs and manufactures sports clothing[image: External link], casual apparel, and accessories headquartered in Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]. It is one of the largest sportswear manufacturers in the United States, and one of the biggest in the world.

Tapout was registered in 1997 in San Bernardino County[image: External link], California[image: External link], by Charles Lewis, Jr.[image: External link], Dan Caldwell[image: External link] and Tim Katz. The company was founded after the trio began selling mixed martial arts[image: External link] clothing from the back of their Ford Mustang[image: External link].[1] Selling the merchandise during a period where MMA solely reached a niche market, Lewis, Caldwell and Katz branded the company around the sport, distributing the merchandise in cities where the sport was prevalent. However, following the growing popularity of mixed martial arts in the United States[image: External link], and its later nationwide mainstream[image: External link] acceptance, the company became the largest MMA-related merchandise company in the world, accruing revenues[image: External link] of over $22.5 million.[2]

In March 2015, the company was relaunched following its joint-ventured acquisition by pro-wrestling company WWE, and development firm Authentic Brands Group[image: External link]. The venture saw the former MMA-related brand transformed into a more general "lifestyle fitness" one. The apparel, for men and women, is expected to be released in spring of 2016. Throughout 2015, WWE marketed the brand through various products, including beverages, supplements and gyms.[3] WWE will hold a 50% stake in the brand, and so will advertise it regularly across all its platforms, hoping to give it one billion impressions[image: External link] a month, and attempting to rival sports-clothing giant, Under Armour[image: External link]. All employees and students of the WWE Performance Center[image: External link] will also wear the clothing.[4]
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 History
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 Origins, initial success and sale




Tapout was founded by Charles Lewis, Jr.[image: External link] and Gary Fields in 1997. Fields was a contractor and investor and Lewis was a sheriff whom rented a room from Fields. The idea for the company occurred when both men noticed the lack of Mixed martial arts[image: External link] merchandise. Later that year, Lewis took on some new partners in Dan Caldwell[image: External link] and Tim Katz, whom would have been about 14 years old at that time. The majority of their initial sales were made at local fights in Las Vegas, where they sold mixed martial arts clothing from the back of their Ford Mustang. Lewis, Caldwell and Katz later began to distribute the merchandise in other cities where the then niche sport was prevalent. However, due to the growth of popularity and acceptance of mixed martial arts in the United States in the following years, the company would continue to grow. Due to this rapid rise, Tapout was able to officially sponsor various high-profile fighters, including Rashad Evans[image: External link], Dan Hardy[image: External link], Thiago Alves[image: External link] and Chael Sonnen[image: External link]. This rapid growth led to the company becoming the largest distributor of MMA merchandise in the world, recording revenue of over $22.5 million in 2007.

In late 2007, Lewis, created and produced the reality television[image: External link] series Tapout[image: External link]. The show followed him as he searched the United States[image: External link] for up-and-coming mixed martial arts[image: External link] fighters. It aired for two seasons on cable channel Versus[image: External link], before being cancelled. It also gave birth to a short-lived radio show, and was the official apparel brand for The Ultimate Fighter[image: External link] during its run on Spike[image: External link].

In early 2009, Charles Lewis Jr. died in a high-speed car crash[image: External link] in Newport Beach[image: External link], California[image: External link]. Lewis' Ferrari 360 Challenge Stradale[image: External link] collided with an unidentified 1977 Porsche before hitting a light pole. It is also presumed that the two vehicles were traveling alongside one another at high speed, with Lewis being declared dead at the scene. Lacy Lynn White, a twenty-three-year-old female occupant of Lewis' Ferrari, was ejected from the vehicle and was taken to a hospital, suffering a fractured elbow and lacerations. The driver of the Porsche was arrested for "alcohol-related gross vehicular manslaughter".

As a tribute to his contributions to UFC[image: External link], Lewis was posthumously inducted into the UFC Hall of Fame[image: External link] at the UFC 100[image: External link] Fan Expo, as well as his name being made a permanent feature on the inside of the door to the Octagon. Katz and Caldwell, as well as the fans in attendance, held a minute's silence for Lewis. Following his death, the remaining founders decided to sell Tapout, which was bought by Authentic Brands Group[image: External link] in 2010.
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 Relaunch with ABG, in conjunction with WWE




Following ABG's absorption of Tapout, the firm looked to re-brand the company. The firm reached out to wrestling entertainment company WWE, in attempts to form a working relationship. WWE, who deal primarily in professional wrestling, came to an agreement with ABG in March 2015 to relaunch Tapout as a joint-venture.

The venture saw the former MMA-related brand transformed into more general "lifestyle fitness" apparel and is expected to be released in spring of 2016. WWE marketed the brand through various products, including beverages, supplements and gyms with the company hoping to achieve one billion impressions a month in order to build the brand.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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	Mixed martial arts clothing[image: External link]
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J. C. Penney






This article is about the department store chain. For its founder, see James Cash Penney[image: External link]. For the Irish retail chain branded Penneys, see Primark[image: External link].

J. C. Penney Company, Inc. (doing business as JCPenney) is an American department store[image: External link] chain with 1,014 locations[1] in 49 U.S. states[image: External link] and Puerto Rico[image: External link].[5] In addition to selling conventional merchandise, JCPenney stores often house several leased departments such as Sephora[image: External link], Seattle's Best Coffee[image: External link], salons, optical[image: External link] centers, portrait studios[image: External link], and jewelry repair.

Most JCPenney stores are located in suburban[image: External link] shopping malls[image: External link]. Before 1966, most of its stores were located in downtown areas. As shopping malls became more popular during the latter half of the 20th century, JCPenney followed the trend by relocating and developing stores to anchor the malls. In more recent years, the chain has continued to follow consumer traffic, echoing the retailing trend of opening some freestanding stores, including some next door to competitors. Certain stores are located in power centers[image: External link]. The company has been an Internet retailer since 1998. It has streamlined its catalog and distribution while undergoing renovation improvements at store level.
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 1902–1959: Early history and incorporation




James Cash Penney[image: External link] was born in Hamilton, Missouri[image: External link]. After graduating from high school, Penney worked for a local retailer. He relocated to Colorado at the advice of a doctor, hoping that a better climate would improve his health.[6] In 1898, Penney went to work for Thomas Callahan and Guy Johnson, who owned dry goods stores called Golden Rule stores in Colorado and Wyoming.[7] In 1899, Callahan sent Penney to Evanston, Wyoming[image: External link], to work with Johnson in another Golden Rule store.[7] Callahan and Johnson asked Penney to join them in opening a new Golden Rule store. Using money from savings and a loan, Penney joined the partnership and moved with his wife and infant son to Kemmerer, Wyoming[image: External link], to start his own store.[7] Penney opened the store on April 14, 1902.[7] He participated in the creation of two more stores, and purchased full interest in all three locations when Callahan and Johnson dissolved their partnership in 1907. In 1909, Penney moved his company headquarters to Salt Lake City, Utah[image: External link] to be closer to banks and railroads. By 1912, Penney had 34 stores in the Rocky Mountain States. In 1913, all stores were consolidated under the J.C. Penney banner. The so-called "mother store", in Kemmerer, opened as the chain's second location in 1904. It still operates, as of 2011, albeit with shorter hours than many other locations.

In 1913, the company was incorporated under the new name, J. C. Penney Company, with William Henry McManus as a co-founder. In 1914, the headquarters was moved to New York City[image: External link] to simplify buying, financing, and transportation of goods.[8] By 1917, the company operated 175 stores in 22 states in the United States[image: External link]. J. C. Penney acquired The Crescent Corset Company in 1920, the company's first wholly owned subsidiary. In 1922, the company's oldest active private brand, Big Mac work clothes, was launched. The company opened its 500th store in 1924 in Hamilton, Missouri[image: External link], James Cash Penney's hometown. By the opening of the 1,000th store in 1928, gross business had reached $190,000,000 (equivalent to $2.65 billion in 2017).

In 1940, Sam Walton[image: External link] began working at a J. C. Penney in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link]. Walton later went on to found future retailer Walmart[image: External link] in 1962.[9] By 1941, J.C. Penney operated 1,600 stores in all 48 states. In 1956, J. C. Penney started national advertising with a series of advertisements in Life[image: External link] magazine. J. C. Penney credit cards were first issued in 1959.
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 1960–1979: Growth and success




In 1962, J. C. Penney entered discount merchandising with the acquisition of General Merchandise Company which gave them The Treasury[image: External link] stores. These discount operations proved unsuccessful and were shuttered in 1981. In 1963, J. C. Penney issued its first catalog. The company operated in-store catalog desks in eight states. The catalogs were distributed by the Milwaukee Catalog distribution center.

The company dedicated its first full-line, shopping center department store in 1961. This store was located at Black Horse Pike Center, in Audubon, New Jersey[image: External link]. The second full line shopping center store was dedicated, at King of Prussia Plaza[image: External link], in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania[image: External link] in late 1962. Those stores expanded the lines of merchandise and services that an average J. C. Penney carried to include appliances, sporting goods, garden merchandise, restaurants, beauty salons, portrait studios, auto parts and auto centers.

J. C. Penney expanded to include Alaska[image: External link] and Hawaii[image: External link] in the 1960s. The company opened stores in Anchorage[image: External link] and Fairbanks[image: External link], Alaska in 1962. The Penney Building in Anchorage[image: External link] partially collapsed and was damaged beyond repair in the 1964 Alaska earthquake[image: External link].[10][11] The company rebuilt the store as a shorter building on a larger footprint, and followed up by building Anchorage's first public parking garage, which opened in 1968.[12] In 1966, J. C. Penney "finished" its national expansion with the opening of its Honolulu, Hawaii[image: External link] store, at Ala Moana Center[image: External link] (all Hawaii stores were closed in 2003). The Penney store at Plaza Las Américas[image: External link] mall in San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link], which opened in 1968, featured three levels and 261,500 square feet (24,290 m2). It was the largest J. C. Penney, until a 300,000-square-foot (28,000 m2) store was dedicated at Greater Chicago's Woodfield Mall[image: External link] in 1971. The Woodfield Mall store served as the largest in the chain until a replacement store opened at Plaza Las Américas in 1998, which is 350,000 square feet (33,000 m2) in size. In 1969, the company acquired Thrift Drug[image: External link], a chain of drugstores headquartered in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. It also acquired Supermarkets Interstate, an Omaha-based food retailer which operated leased departments in J. C. Penney stores, The Treasury stores, and Thrift Drug stores.

On February 12, 1971, James Cash Penney died at the age of 95. Out of respect for his death, the company's stores were closed for the morning of February 16 during his funeral.[13] That year, the company's revenues reached $5 billion (equivalent to $29.6 billion in 2017) for the first time and catalog business made a profit for the first time.[14]

JCPenney reached its peak number of stores in 1973, with 2,053 stores, 300 of which were full-line establishments.[14] However, the company was hard hit by the 1974 recession[image: External link] with its stock price declining by two-thirds.[14] In 1977, J. C. Penney sold its stores in Italy to La Rinascente[image: External link] and also removed its Supermarkets Interstate leased departments. In 1980, The company closed the Treasury discount stores because they were unprofitable and decided to focus resources on its core retail stores.[14]

In 1978, the J. C. Penney Historic District[image: External link] in Kemmerer, Wyoming, was designated a U.S. National Historic Landmark[image: External link]. In 1979, the Visa[image: External link] card began to be accepted in JCPenney stores. MasterCard[image: External link] was accepted the following year.[14]
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 1980–1999: Acquisitions and internet store




In 1983, JCPenney discontinued its appliance, hardware and auto center departments, and also sold its automotive centers to Firestone. Also in 1983, JCPenney began selling online through the Viewtron[image: External link] videotex[image: External link] service. In 1984, JCPenney acquired the First National Bank of Harrington, Delaware[image: External link] and renamed it JCPenney National Bank. With the bank the company became able to issue its own MasterCard and Visa cards. The company also began accepting American Express[image: External link] cards. Also that year, Thrift Drug began co-locating stores with Weis Markets[image: External link], and acquired many former Pantry Pride[image: External link] properties. In April 1987, the company announced that it was moving its headquarters to Dallas, Texas[image: External link].[15] After several years of development, the JCPenney Television Shopping Channel appeared on cable systems beginning in 1989.

By the mid-1980s, all JCPenney stores had discontinued sales of firearms. Before this point, JCPenney carried rifles and shotguns branded as JCPenney but produced by numerous established firearms manufacturers.

In 1990, the company broke ground with the new corporate headquarters in Plano, Texas[image: External link]. It was completed in 1992. When Sears[image: External link] closed its catalog business in 1993, J. C. Penney became the largest catalog retailer in the United States. In 1996, the company expanded its drug store business with the acquisition of Fay's Drug[image: External link] and Kerr Drug. These acquisitions momentum climaxed with acquisition of the Eckerd[image: External link] chain in November. Fay's, Kerr, and Eckerd merged into J. C. Penney's drug store subsidiary Thrift Drug. Fay's, most Kerr, and Thrift drug stores were re-branded Eckerd in 1997. (Kerr Drug stores in The Carolinas[image: External link] remain branded as such.)[16]

In 1998, JCPenney launched its Internet store[image: External link]. In early 2001, JCPenney closed 44 under-performing stores. On April 14, 2002, JCPenney celebrated 100 years as a retailer. In 2003, the company opened three off-the-mall stores in strip centers. These stores were located in Texas[image: External link], Minnesota[image: External link], and Indiana[image: External link]. The new one-level, 94,000 sq ft (8,700 m2) format stores focus on convenience with wider aisles and centralized checkouts.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2000–2009: Continued growth and success




In 2001, JCPenney sold their direct-marketing insurance unit to Dutch insurer Aegon[image: External link] for $1.3 billion (equivalent to $1.76 billion in 2017) in cash. This was an attempt to allow the company to focus on the retail business.[18]

In 2004, the company added 14 more stores and exited the drug store division after 35 years, with the sale of its Eckerd[image: External link] division. In 2005, JCPenney's e-commerce[image: External link] storefront exceeded the one-billion dollar revenue mark for the first time.

In 2007, JCPenney launched the Ambrielle lingerie label, which became their largest private brand launched in the company's history.[19] J. C. Penney also re-introduced cosmetics with the opening of Sephora[image: External link] "stores-within-a-store" inside some J. C. Penney locations. Beginning in 2007 the store slogan changed from "It's All Inside" to "Every Day Matters"; the new slogan and associated ad campaign was launched in television commercials during the 79th Academy Awards[image: External link] in late February 2007.

After JCPenney sold off Eckerd[image: External link] in 2004, the locations that continued to operate as Eckerd[image: External link] (some locations in the Southern U.S.[image: External link] were sold to CVS Corporation[image: External link]) still had JCPenney Catalog Centers inside the stores (which was a carryover from locations that were once Thrift Drug[image: External link]) and also continued to accept JCPenney credit cards. After Rite Aid[image: External link] finalized its acquisition of Eckerd in 2007, the Catalog Centers inside the soon-to-be-converted stores permanently closed, although as a result of the acquisition, Rite Aid now accepts JCPenney credit cards, even at Rite Aid locations that existed before the takeover of Eckerd.

In November 2007, the company launched a new public website, JCPenneyBrands.com, which covers the company's private and exclusive brands, and their branding strategy, with a preview of an upcoming product line. In February 2008, the company launched the "American Living" brand, as developed by Ralph Lauren[image: External link], across several product lines, including Men's, Women's, and Children's Apparel and Shoes, Intimate Apparel, and Home. The launch, which was accompanied by an ad campaign during the 2008 Academy Awards, was the company's largest private brand launch.[20] American Living for infant apparel was launched in July 2008. In the summer of 2008, J. C. Penney also added a new brand to its home collection, "Linden Street." The Linden Street brand features a contemporary lifestyle collection of furniture, domestics, and home decor. Linden Street is sold exclusively in JCPenney stores and through their website. Other new exclusive brands for juniors and young men's were launched in the summer of 2008. They included a relaunch of Le Tigre[image: External link], along with Decree, and Fabulosity, a junior line of clothing by Kimora Lee Simmons.

In July 2009, new additions were made to the JCPenney young men's department, including an expansion of their private brand Decree (previously exclusively a juniors clothing line) and the introduction of more skate/surf-oriented clothing, including Rusty, RS by Ryan Sheckler, and 3rd Rail. In August 2009, Albert Gonzalez[image: External link]'s defense lawyer announced JCPenney was a victim of the computer hacker[image: External link], although JCPenney stated that no customers' credit card information had been stolen.[21] In September 2010, JCPenney had joined Facebook to help promote their "Care, Share, Win" campaign. Since 1999, JCPenney has donated $100 million to after school care. Fans of JCPenney on Facebook can help decide which school will receive the next million dollars.

In 2009, JCPenney reached an agreement with Seattle's Best Coffee[image: External link] to feature full-service cafes within leased departments inside JCPenney stores across the country. Currently, Seattle's Best Coffee are still expanding cafe locations within JCPenney locations across the country.
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 2010–2013: Rebranding and decline




On January 24, 2011, JCPenney announced it would exit the catalog business and close all 19 of its catalog outlet stores.[22] An additional seven stores, two call center facilities, and one customer decorating facility would also be closed.[22] One of the JCPenney Outlet Stores that closed, at Franklin Mills Mall[image: External link] (now Philadelphia Mills Mall), in Philadelphia, PA[image: External link], was replaced on March 2, 2012 by a regular JCPenney store. It was announced on March 17, 2017 that this store would be one of the 138 to close.

On February 12, 2011, The New York Times[image: External link] exposed the company's use of link schemes—" spamdexing[image: External link]"—to increase the JCPenney web site's ranking in Google[image: External link] search results, especially during the holiday season. Doug Pierce, an expert in online search[image: External link], described the optimization as "the most ambitious attempt to game Google's search results that he has ever seen." Ultimately, Google took retaliatory action and drastically reduced the visibility of JCPenney in searches. Although the retailer denied any involvement, it fired its search engine consulting firm, SearchDex.[23]

In June 2011, JCPenney announced that Ron Johnson[image: External link], who had led Apple retail stores in a period of high growth, became the company's new CEO.[24] In October 2011, JCPenney sold the 15 remaining catalog outlet stores to SB Capital Group. These stores will remain open then transition to JC's 5 Star Outlets.[25] On December 7, 2011, JCPenney announced the acquisition of 16.6 percent of Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia[image: External link] stock. JCPenney plans to put "mini-Martha Stewart shops" in many of its stores in 2013, as well as starting a website together.[26]

In January 2012, the company's chief operating officer at the time, Michael Kramer, revealed to The Wall Street Journal that more than 30 percent of the bandwidth of JCPenney's headquarters was used for the viewing of YouTube[image: External link] videos during that month alone. Kramer consequently laid off 1,600 employees to change the company's workplace culture.[27]

On February 1, 2012, JCPenney began a new pricing method, with "Every Day" prices on most days reflecting what used to be sale prices, "Monthly Value" for certain items every month in place of sales, and "Best Price" the first and third Fridays of each month, tied to paydays.[28][29] Prices would also not end in 9 or 7, instead using whole figures when pricing items.[30] The changes in the stores include a focus on the mini-stores such as those for Martha Stewart products.

In April 2012, the company announced plans to trim its workforce, laying off nearly 13% of its home office staff in Dallas, and closing a call center in Pittsburgh. Many managers, supervisors and long-time employees were let go on April 30, 2012.[31] In June 2012, the company announced that Michael Francis, the company's president, was leaving the company, after only eight months on the job, effective immediately.[32] In July 2012, the company announced that it was laying off 350 more workers at its headquarters.[33]

In August 2012, JCPenney began rolling out a Shops strategy in stores. The shops are described as stores-within-a-store, planning to eventually roll out 100 shops in 683 stores. The first shops include Levi's, the Original Arizona Jean Co., and i jeans by Buffalo.[34] That month, the company posted a second quarter comparable-store loss of 22%, with internet sales dropping 33%. At an analyst meeting in New York the same day, Johnson said, "I'm completely convinced that our transformation is on track." JCPenney's stock rose 5.9% on Johnson's comments at the analyst meeting, the largest single-day stock increase since late January 2012.[35]

Fourth quarter sales for JCPenney, in 2012, were poor. Sales were off 28.4% from a year earlier, same store sales were down 32%. Strategic choices made by Johnson a year earlier, including the change in pricing strategy, were being called into question.[36]

It was announced in April 2012 that Nickelson Wooster would become the creative director[image: External link] for JCPenney menswear.[37] Wooster stated in an interview with Esquire[image: External link] that his influence on the brand would begin with spring menswear available as of February 2013.[38]

On April 8, 2013, Johnson was fired from JCPenney after 17 months with the company. Mike Ullman, the retailer's former CEO, was announced as his replacement shortly afterwards—the official statement claimed that Ullman was "well-positioned to quickly analyze the situation JCPenney faces and take steps to improve the company's performance."[39]

In August 2013, William A. Ackman[image: External link], of Pershing Square Capital Management[image: External link], continued his efforts to remove Thomas Engibous, the company's Chairman of the Board of Directors.[40] However, Ackman resigned from the board on August 12, 2013 and two new directors were subsequently appointed to the board, one of whom is former Macy's[image: External link] vice chairman Ronald Tysoe.[41][42] In his statement, Ackman stated:


During my time on the JCPenney Board of Directors, I have always advocated for what I believe to be in the best interests of the Company—its stockholders, employees and others. At this time, I believe that the addition of two new directors and my stepping down from the Board is the most constructive way forward for JCPenney and all other parties involved.[42]



On September 26, 2013, JCPenney, with Goldman Sachs[image: External link] as the sole underwriter[image: External link], announced plans to issue 84 million shares of its stock. The move stood in contrast with CEO Mike Ullman's remarks from earlier that day, whereby he did not foresee "conditions for the rest of the year that would warrant raising liquidity." [43][44]

During a November 2013 conference call to Wall Street[image: External link] analysts, Ullman announced that JCP is "restoring initial markups necessary to support the return [to a] promotional department store strategy" with "gross margins, currently 29.5 percent of sales versus 32.5 percent a year ago, were lower due to the impact of clearance sales to eliminate inventory overhang and to transition back to the promotional pricing strategy the company is known for".[45] Ullman is removing the radio frequency identification[image: External link] technology and returning to security tags because shrinkage[image: External link] has "added 100 basis points on margins in the third quarter".[45] Various analysts have mixed reviews of JCP's future.[45]

On December 1, 2013, J.C. Penney was replaced by Allegion[image: External link] in the S&P 500[image: External link] Index.[46] S&P cited J.C Penney's 37% fall in market value to $2.7 billion (equivalent to $2.78 billion in 2017) was "more representative of the mid-cap market." J.C. Penney replaced Aéropostale[image: External link] from the S&P MidCap 400 Index.

In 2013, Soros Fund Management[image: External link] sold over 19 million JCP shares after only owning them for a few months.[47]
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 2014–present




On January 15, 2014, J.C. Penney announced it is closing 33 underperforming stores and laying off 2,000 employees.[48] CEO Mike Ullman explained in a news release, "As we continue to progress toward long-term profitable growth, it is necessary to reexamine the financial performance of our store portfolio and adjust our national footprint accordingly."[49]

J.C. Penney's stock has continued its decline until their first quarter results in 2014 showed signs of improvement, and sent the share value back into the double digits.

In October 2014, it was announced that the company would be tapping former Home Depot[image: External link] executive Marvin Ellison to take on the role of CEO starting in November 2014.[50]

In January 2015, it was announced that JCPenney would close 39 underperforming stores nationwide and layoff[image: External link] 2,250 employees.[51] That same year, the company announced that it was liquidating its The Foundry Big & Tall Supply Co. chain of standalone clothing stores.

In January 2016, J.C. Penney announced plans to relaunch its business of selling major appliances for kitchens and laundry rooms. The company moved away from selling major appliances in 1983, but it now plans to return to this business in an effort to target a wave of millennials[image: External link] who are buying first-time homes.[52]

In February 2017, J.C. Penney announced that it would shutter two distribution centers and up to 140 underperforming stores as it wrestles with disappointing sales. The company also plans to offer buyouts for roughly 6,000 employees.[53] On March 17, 2017 J.C. Penney released a list of 138 locations that would close by the end of June 2017.[54] By closing stores and distribution facilities, J.C. Penney will redirect resources to help expand its store-in-store Sephora[image: External link] boutiques, and add Nike[image: External link] and Adidas[image: External link] boutiques, similar to what Macy's[image: External link] has done with Finish Line[image: External link], Lids[image: External link] and LensCrafters[image: External link].[55]
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 Corporate identity




In June 2008, an ad called "Speed Dressing" emerged ending with the JCPenney logo and slogan "Every Day Matters". The ad won a prize at the Cannes Lions International Advertising Festival[image: External link]. The ad was criticized for seeming to promote teen sex. JCPenney denied that the ad was theirs and their advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi[image: External link] reported that it had been created by a third party vendor. It was entered in the competition by Epoch Films, who declined to comment.[56][57] Marketing expert John Tantillo[image: External link] advised that the company distance itself from the commercial and also shed the publicity it engendered.[58]
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 Logo





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 J. C. Penney private brands (labels)




J.C. Penney introduced its own private brands when some suppliers denied access to the expected inventories. Some of J.C.Penney brands are a.n.a, Worthington, St. John's Bay, The Original Arizona Jean Company, Ambrielle, Stafford, J. Ferrar (JF), Xersion, and JCPenney Home™.[61]


	
St. John's Bay, casual men's and women's clothing and shoes

	
The Original Arizona Jean Company, everyday casual clothing and sandals for men, women, and children

	
Xersion, active and athletic clothing for men, women and children

	
Stafford, men's tailored clothing (men's suits and other formal apparel) and shoes

	
J. Ferrar (JF), men's full line of clothing (from men's suits and formal shoes to sandals)

	
Worthington, women's formal and casual clothing and shoes

	
a.n.a, young women's urban clothing and shoes

	
Ambrielle, women's sleepwear and intimates

	
JCPenney Home™, goods for home
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 See also





	
J. C. Penney-Chicago Store (Tucson, Arizona)[image: External link], listed on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)

	
J. C. Penney Company Building (Shoshone, Idaho)[image: External link], NRHP-listed

	
J. C. Penney Co. Warehouse Building (St. Louis, Missouri)[image: External link], NRHP-listed

	
J. C. Penney Building (Newberg, Oregon)[image: External link], NRHP-listed

	
J. C. Penney Historic District[image: External link], Kemmerer, WY, a U.S. National Historic Landmark

	
J. C. Penney House[image: External link], Kemmerer, Wyoming, NRHP-listed
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Allstate Arena






Coordinates[image: External link]: 42°0′19″N 87°53′16″W[image: External link]

Allstate Arena is a multi-purpose arena in Rosemont, Illinois, United States. It is home to the Chicago Wolves[image: External link] of the American Hockey League[image: External link] (AHL), the DePaul Blue Demons men's basketball[image: External link] team from DePaul University[image: External link], and the Chicago Sky[image: External link] of the Women's National Basketball Association[image: External link] (WNBA). It is located near the intersection of Mannheim Road[image: External link] and Interstate 90[image: External link], adjacent to the city limits of Chicago and O'Hare International Airport[image: External link]. The facility opened in 1980 as Rosemont Horizon and seats 18,211 for basketball and 17,500 for ice hockey.
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 History




The Village of Rosemont issued $19 million in bonds to finance the cost of the arena with exclusive contracts with Araserv, the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus, and MFG International.

On August 13, 1979, the uncompleted roof of the Rosemont Horizon collapsed, killing five construction workers and injuring 16 others.[5] The collapse was featured in the "Engineering Disasters" episode of Modern Marvels[image: External link], first broadcast by The History Channel[image: External link] on April 20, 2006.

The facility, originally named Rosemont Horizon, was intended to be the home of the Chicago Horizons of the Major Indoor Soccer League (MISL) and was home of the 1980-1981 season but the franchise folded in 1982. It was also intended to be the home of the WHA[image: External link]'s Chicago Cougars[image: External link], but the team folded in 1975, three years before construction on the arena started. The first concert held at the Horizon was Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] on May 15, 1980, as they cut a red ribbon on the stage during the opening of the show.

The Rosemont Horizon was featured in many music videos, including the 1985 music video "Big City Nights[image: External link]" by Scorpions[image: External link].[6]

Insurance company Allstate[image: External link] signed a 10-year contract worth more than $10 million on June 9, 1999, to acquire naming rights[image: External link] to the arena and renovate it.[7]

On December 14, 2003, the floor at the Allstate Arena was named "Ray and Marge Meyer Court" in honor of Basketball Hall of Famer[image: External link] Ray Meyer[image: External link] and his wife. Meyer coached DePaul's men's team for 42 seasons and is the school's all-time winningest coach.[8][9]
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Allstate Arena is primarily known as having been home of DePaul University men's basketball[image: External link] from the program's 74–56 win over Gonzaga[image: External link] on December 1, 1980[10] until the end of the 2016–17 season[image: External link]. The Blue Demons previously played on campus at Alumni Hall[image: External link]. That gym has since been replaced with McGrath-Phillips Arena[image: External link], home to the women's basketball program through that team's 2016–17 season[image: External link]. The building hosted the NCAA[image: External link] basketball tournament three times: the 1987 and 1993 Midwest Regional first and second-round games, and the 2005 Chicago Regional Finals.

The Arena Football League[image: External link] also has a long history with Allstate Arena. The Horizon hosted an arena football[image: External link] test game in 1987 and the Chicago Bruisers[image: External link] were an original Arena Football League team when the league began in 1987. The Bruisers played from 1987 to 1989, and hosted ArenaBowl II[image: External link] in Rosemont, losing to the Detroit Drive, 24-13. In 2001, Arena Football returned to the arena with the Chicago Rush[image: External link]. The Rush increased its home attendance each year from 2001 to 2008, and from 2004 to 2008 averaged between 14,000 and 16,000 fans per game. The Rush's highest home attendance is 16,391 on June 23, 2007 against the Kansas City Brigade[image: External link]. After the AFL restructured in 2009, the Rush returned to the Arena Football League[image: External link].[11]

The Allstate Arena is also the standard venue when WWE visits Chicago. It is one of two venues (the other being Madison Square Garden) to host WrestleMania three times: namely the second segment of WrestleMania II[image: External link] in 1986, WrestleMania 13[image: External link] in 1997, and WrestleMania 22[image: External link] in 2006. Wrestlemania 22 is also notable for being the last WrestleMania to date to be held in a smaller arena. Due to the events rapid growth in popularity, from WrestleMania 23[image: External link] at Detroit[image: External link]'s Ford Field[image: External link], the annual PPV has been held in 70,000+ seat football stadiums.

The Arena is also known for hosting one of the loudest and passionate crowds in WWE, most notably for Money in the Bank 2011[image: External link], among others, where the crowd would loudly chant "CM PUNK!" repetitively for Chicago-born wrestler CM Punk[image: External link]. This was also be prevalent whether or not Punk was part of the WWE (as evidenced during a Raw taping on March 3, 2014, two months after Punk quit the WWE) and still to this day. The venue also hosted The Wrestling Classic in 1985 (which later became the King of the Ring PPV), Survivor Series 1989[image: External link], Backlash 2001[image: External link], No Mercy 2007[image: External link], Night of Champions 2010[image: External link], Money in the Bank 2011[image: External link], two editions of Judgment Day ( 1998[image: External link] and 2009[image: External link]), two editions of Extreme Rules ( 2012[image: External link] and 2015[image: External link]) and three editions of Payback (2013, 2014[12] and 2016). The Arena also hosted the 2017 edition of Backlash[image: External link] and NXT TakeOver: Chicago[image: External link].

When it was called Rosemont Horizon, the arena hosted WCW's Spring Stampede 1994[image: External link]. During the mid-1990s, Rosemont Horizon was the standard venue when WCW[image: External link] visited in Chicago; having replaced the UIC Pavilion[image: External link], it was eventually dropped in favor of the United Center[image: External link].

On October 25, 2008, the Allstate Arena hosted UFC 90[image: External link], the first Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link] event in the state of Illinois[image: External link].

The Professional Bull Riders[image: External link] brought their Built Ford Tough Series[image: External link] tour for events in 2006 and 2008. The tour has had annual events here every January since 2013.

Allstate Arena is where the racing track style known as "Chicago-Style" (also known as roundy round and chase race) was created for Monster Truck Racing. It is the smallest arena that the track style is used in as well. Monster Jam is currently the only promotion company contracted at the venue for Monster Trucks.

The Chicago Sky[image: External link] of the WNBA[image: External link] announced on August 17, 2009 that the team reached a multi-year contract agreement with the arena.

Loyola University Chicago[image: External link] also played its home games at the Rosemont Horizon in the 1990s, until the on-campus Gentile Arena[image: External link] was built.

During the 2012-13 NHL lockout[image: External link], Allstate Arena was the site of the Champs for Charity Hockey Game where current and former Chicago Blackhawks hosted fellow NHLers in front of 10,000+ fans.

DePaul is scheduled to leave the arena after the 2016–17 season for the new Wintrust Arena[image: External link], leaving the arena without a permanent college basketball tenant, although Northwestern announced it will move its men's games to the arena for the 2017–18 season before returning to its on-campus home of Welsh–Ryan Arena[image: External link] after a full academic year renovation of that facility.
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AFL[image: External link] ArenaBowl II[image: External link]


	
AHL[image: External link] Calder Cup[image: External link]

	Qualifier (Western Conference): 2002[image: External link]


	Western Conference Quarterfinals : 2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link] West Division Semifinals 2004[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2010[image: External link] Western Conference Quarterfinals: 2012[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link]


	Western Conference Semifinals: 2002[image: External link], 2003[image: External link] West Division Finals: 2004[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2008[image: External link], 2010[image: External link] Western Conference Semifinals: 2014[image: External link]


	Western Conference Finals: 2002[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2007[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]


	Calder Cup Finals: 2002[image: External link], 2005[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]






	
IHL[image: External link] Turner Cup[image: External link]

	1/8 Finals: 1994–95[image: External link], 1995–96[image: External link], 1996–97[image: External link], 1997–98[image: External link]


	Quarterfinals: 1995–96[image: External link] Western Conference Quarterfinals: 1997–98[image: External link], 1998–99[image: External link], 1999–2000[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link]


	Semifinals (Western Conference): 1999–2000[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link]


	Turner Cup Finals: 1999–2000[image: External link], 2000–01[image: External link]






	
WNBA[image: External link] Playoffs[image: External link]

	WNBA Eastern Conference Semifinals: 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link], 2015[image: External link] WNBA Playoffs Second Round: 2016[image: External link]


	WNBA Eastern Conference Finals: 2013[image: External link], 2014[image: External link] WNBA Semifinals: 2016[image: External link]
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The Arena hosts several amusement and circus events, typically outdoors by sharing the parking lots. Since 1991 the Arena has hosted Wolff's Flea Market on weekends during the summer season. This outdoor event has drawn significant crowds during the summer and has become a popular event in the Chicago area.
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List of Concerts 



	
Fleetwood Mac[image: External link] – March 14–15, 1980 (Arena's inaugural event), November 19, 1987, with The Cruzados[image: External link], November 20, 1997, June 26–27, 2003, March 5–6, 2009, June 14, 2013 and February 14, 2015

	
Kenny Rogers[image: External link] – May 17, 1980, with Dottie West[image: External link] and George Burns[image: External link], July 10, 1981, June 5–6, 1982, with Larry Gatlin[image: External link] & The Gatlin Brothers Band, April 15–16, 1983 http://www.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/american-musician-kenny-rogers-performs-at-the-rosemont-news-photo/535796801[image: External link], May 19, 1984, March 22–24, 1985, with Ray Charles and Sawyer Brown[image: External link] and March 16, 1986, with Dolly Parton[image: External link] and Sawyer Brown

	
Bob Seger[image: External link] & The Silver Bullet Band – May 23, 1980, February 14, 1987, May 9 and 11, 1996, November 30, 2006, with Eric Church and May 14–15, 2011

	
Journey[image: External link] – May 27, 1980, with The Babys[image: External link], September 29, 1981, with The Greg Kihn Band[image: External link], May 21–24, 1982, with The Greg Kihn Band, June 10–12, 1983, with Bryan Adams and October 4, 1986, with Glass Tiger[image: External link]


	
Genesis[image: External link] – June 6, 1980, November 13–14, 1981, November 11–13, 1983 and October 5–10, 1986

	
Ted Nugent[image: External link] – June 15, 1980, with Def Leppard and Scorpions

	
Jackson Browne[image: External link] – June 28, 1980

	
Billy Joel[image: External link] – July 16 and 18, 1980, November 4, 1982, March 30–31, 1984, November 1, 1986, February 12–13 and April 23, 1990, November 16 and 19, 1993 and October 21 and November 22, 1998

	
Elton John[image: External link] – September 5, 1980, September 11, 1984, May 7, 9 and 11, 2001, with Billy Joel, April 12 and 30 and May 8, 2003, with Billy Joel, April 23, 2005 and November 30, 2013, with 2Cellos[image: External link]


	
Queen[image: External link] – September 19, 1980, with Dakota

	
AC/DC[image: External link] – September 20, 1980, with Blackfoot[image: External link], November 19–21, 1981, with Midnight Flyer, November 9, 1983, with Fastway[image: External link], September 21, 1985, with Yngwie Malmsteen[image: External link], September 9, 1988, with White Lion[image: External link], January 25, 1991, with King's X[image: External link] and October 30 and November 1, 2008, with The Answer[image: External link]


	
Barry Manilow[image: External link] – September 27, 1980, October 21, 2004 and October 21, 2006

	
Jethro Tull[image: External link] – October 19, 1980, with Whitesnake

	
Bruce Springsteen[image: External link] & The E Street Band[image: External link] – November 20, 1980, July 23–24 and September 8 and 10–11, 1981, July 15 and 17–18, 1984 and March 16–17, 1988

	
Stevie Wonder[image: External link] – November 22, 1980 and July 27, 1986

	The Charlie Daniels[image: External link] Band – December 31, 1980, with Leon Russell[image: External link]


	
Styx[image: External link] – March 19–21, 1981, September 10, 1983, September 21, 1996 (recorded Return to Paradise[image: External link] live album) and June 6, 1997, with Pat Benatar

	
Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers[image: External link] – June 17, 1981, with Thin Lizzy[image: External link] and Tommy Tutone[image: External link], March 15, 1983, with Nick Lowe[image: External link] & His Noise To Go and February 15, 1990, with Lenny Kravitz[image: External link]


	
ZZ Top[image: External link] – August 14, 1981, July 15, 1983, with Sammy Hagar, February 26–27, 1986 and February 15–17, 1991, with The Black Crowes

	
The Kinks[image: External link] – September 15, 1981, with Red Rider[image: External link]


	
Foreigner[image: External link] – November 7–8, 1981, with Billy Squier[image: External link] and September 6, 1985

	
The Rolling Stones[image: External link] – November 23–25, 1981, with The J. Geils Band[image: External link] and George Thorogood[image: External link] & The Destroyers

	
Earth, Wind & Fire[image: External link] – November 26–27, 1981, February 17, 1988 and June 26, 2009, with Chicago[image: External link]


	The Grateful Dead[image: External link] – December 6, 1981, April 13–15, 1988, April 11–13, 1989, March 9–11, 1993 and March 16–18, 1994

	
The Allman Brothers Band[image: External link] – December 27, 1981, with Molly Hatchet[image: External link]


	
Ozzy Osbourne[image: External link] – January 24, 1982, with UFO[image: External link] and The Starfighters[image: External link], March 3, 1984, with Mötley Crüe and Waysted[image: External link], December 17, 1988, with Anthrax[image: External link], December 6, 2001, with Rob Zombie[image: External link], Mudvayne[image: External link] and SOiL[image: External link] and December 15, 2007, with Rob Zombie and In This Moment[image: External link]


	
The Police[image: External link] – February 1, with The Go-Go's[image: External link] and March 28, with Joan Jett & The Blackhearts[image: External link], 1982, February 19, 1984, with Re-Flex[image: External link] and May 10, 2008, with Fiction Plane[image: External link] and Elvis Costello[image: External link] & The Imposters

	
The Cars[image: External link] – February 13, 1982, with Nick Lowe & His Noise To Go and December 11, 1987, with The Brandos[image: External link]


	
Willie Nelson[image: External link] & Family[image: External link] – April 18, 1982, with Delbert McClinton[image: External link] and February 21, 1985, with Waylon Jennings[image: External link] and Jessi Colter[image: External link]


	
Alabama[image: External link] – April 25, 1982, with Mickey Gilley[image: External link] and Johnny Lee[image: External link], April 22, 1984, with Juice Newton[image: External link] and November 22, 2003

	
Diana Ross[image: External link] – September 4–5, 1982, June 8, 1985 and July 1, 2000

	
The Who[image: External link] – October 5–6, with Mick Ronson[image: External link] and T-Bone Burnett[image: External link], December 8, 1982, November 29–30, 2012, with Vintage Trouble[image: External link], May 13, 2015, with Joan Jett and the Blackhearts[image: External link]


	
Crosby, Stills & Nash[image: External link] – November 13, 1982

	
Rush[image: External link] – November 19–21, 1982, with The Rory Gallagher[image: External link] Band, June 29–30, 1984, with The Gary Moore[image: External link] Band, March 21–22, 1986, with Marillion[image: External link], February 25–26, 1988, with Tommy Shaw[image: External link], November 1, 1991, with Eric Johnson[image: External link] and March 29–30, 1994, with Primus[image: External link]


	
Pat Benatar[image: External link] – November 23, 1982, with Saga[image: External link] and February 13, 1986

	
Aerosmith[image: External link] – November 24–25, 1982, with The Pat Travers[image: External link] Band and Rose Tattoo[image: External link], July 12, 1984, May 8, 1986, with Ted Nugent, December 2, 1987, with Dokken[image: External link], October 23, 2001, with The Cult[image: External link] and Fuel[image: External link] and September 24, 2007, with Joan Jett & The Blackhearts

	
Foghat[image: External link] – March 18, 1983, with Triumph

	
Def Leppard[image: External link] – April 1, 1983, October 22–23, 1987, with Tesla[image: External link], October 13–14, 1988, with L.A. Guns[image: External link], August 28–29, 1992, December 31, 1999, with Dokken and Enuff Z'nuff[image: External link] and July 19, 2012, with Poison and Lita Ford[image: External link]


	
Rick Springfield[image: External link] – July 6, 1983, with Sparks[image: External link] and November 12, 1985, with The Motels[image: External link]


	
Stevie Nicks[image: External link] – July 17–18, 1983, with Joe Walsh[image: External link] and July 10, 2001, with Sheryl Crow and Jeffrey Gaines[image: External link]


	
David Bowie[image: External link] – August 1–3, 1983 and August 21–22, 1987, with Duran Duran and Peter Frampton[image: External link]


	
Robert Plant[image: External link] – August 29, 1983, July 10–11, 1985, December 15, 1988, with Joan Jett & The Blackhearts and September 20, 1990, with The Black Crowes

	
Kansas[image: External link] – November 29, 1983, with Heart and September 21, 1996, with Styx

	
Accept[image: External link] – February 15, 1984

	
Duran Duran[image: External link] – February 23–24, 1984 and March 18, 2005, with Clear Static[image: External link]


	
Yes[image: External link] – March 8–9, 1984, with Berlin[image: External link], November 25, 1987, May 6, 1991, November 14, 1997 and May 4, 2004

	
Van Halen[image: External link] – March 13, 1984, with Autograph[image: External link], April 22–23, 1986, with Bachman–Turner Overdrive[image: External link], October 25, 1988, April 14, 1995, with Collective Soul[image: External link], May 16, 1998, with The Kenny Wayne Shepherd[image: External link] Band, October 16, 2007, with Ky-Mani Marley[image: External link], May 30, 2008, with Ryan Shaw[image: External link] and April 1, 2012, with Kool & the Gang[image: External link]


	
Dan Fogelberg[image: External link] – April 23, 1984

	
Scorpions[image: External link] – May 20–21 and 23, 1984, with Bon Jovi, September 28, 1988, with Kingdom Come[image: External link], April 6, 1991, with Trixter[image: External link], July 19, 1996, with Alice Cooper[image: External link], February 28, 2003, with Whitesnake and Dokken, October 29, 2004, with Tesla and Keith Emerson[image: External link] and September 26, 2015 with Queensrÿche

	
Judas Priest[image: External link] – June 14, 1984, with Great White[image: External link], May 24, 1986, with Dokken, August 24, 1988, with Cinderella[image: External link] and November 28, 1990, with Megadeth[image: External link] and Testament[image: External link]


	
Lionel Richie[image: External link] – June 16, 1984, with Tina Turner and November 18–19, 1986

	
Roger Waters[image: External link] & The Bleeding Heart Band[image: External link] – July 26, 1984

	
Tina Turner[image: External link] – September 11–12, 1984, September 11–12, 1985, March 25, with Lionel Richie and Janice Robinson[image: External link] and May 27, with Joe Cocker[image: External link], 2000 and October 6, 2008

	
Sammy Hagar[image: External link] – October 5, 1984, with Krokus[image: External link]


	
Prince[image: External link] – December 9–14, 1984, with The Revolution[image: External link], Apollonia 6[image: External link] and Sheila E.[image: External link], September 17–19, 1988 and June 25, July 22–24 and August 3, 2004, with The New Power Generation[image: External link]


	
Iron Maiden[image: External link] – December 21, 1984, with Twisted Sister[image: External link], March 11, 1987, with Waysted, June 23, 1988, with Megadeth and Guns N' Roses, March 4, 1991, with Anthrax, October 18, 2006, with Bullet for My Valentine[image: External link] and June 11, 2008, with Lauren Harris[image: External link]


	
REO Speedwagon[image: External link] – January 19, 1985, with Survivor[image: External link] and April 18, 1987

	
Dio[image: External link] – January 25, 1985, with Dokken and January 23, 1995, with Dokken

	
Hall & Oates[image: External link] – April 6–7, 1985, with 'Til Tuesday[image: External link] and May 15, 2017 with Tears for Fears[image: External link]


	
The Firm[image: External link] – April 24, 1985 and May 6, 1986

	
Phil Collins[image: External link] – June 17, 1985, June 14–17, 1990, July 20–21, 1994 and April 6, 1997

	
Ratt[image: External link] – June 25 and September 27, with Bon Jovi, 1985, December 30, 1986, with Cheap Trick[image: External link] and February 8, 1989, with Britny Fox[image: External link] and Kix[image: External link]


	
Mötley Crüe[image: External link] – November 1, 1985, with Autograph, July 16–17, 1987, with Whitesnake, November 28, 1989, with Warrant[image: External link], October 15, 1997, with Cheap Trick, March 10, 2005, and August 8, 2015, with Alice Cooper[image: External link] and The Cringe[image: External link]


	
John Mellencamp[image: External link] – February 6, 1986, December 7, 1987 and January 30, 1992

	
Heart[image: External link] – February 17, 1986, with Autograph, December 10, 1987 and November 20, 1990, with Cheap Trick

	
Loverboy[image: External link] – March 14, 1986, with The Hooters[image: External link]


	
The Isley Brothers[image: External link] – March 29, 1986, with Luther Vandross

	
Amy Grant[image: External link] – April 18, 1986, with Rich Mullins[image: External link], October 29, 1988 and December 15, 2001, with Vince Gill

	
Amnesty International[image: External link]'s A Conspiracy of Hope[image: External link] Benefit Concert – June 13, 1986

	
Luciano Pavarotti[image: External link] – September 12, 1986

	
David Lee Roth[image: External link] – September 19, 1986, with Cinderella

	
Neil Young[image: External link] – October 18, 1986, with Crazy Horse[image: External link], January 29, 1991, with Crazy Horse, Sonic Youth[image: External link] and Social Distortion[image: External link] and December 9, 2008, with Willie Nelson & Family, Dr. John[image: External link] and Everest[image: External link]


	
Emerson, Lake & Powell[image: External link] – October 19, 1986

	
The Monkees[image: External link] – November 2, 1986, with Herman's Hermits[image: External link], The Grass Roots[image: External link] and Gary Puckett & The Union Gap[image: External link]


	
Triumph[image: External link] – November 26, 1986

	
Peter Gabriel[image: External link] – December 4–5, 1986, with Youssou N'Dour[image: External link] and July 10, 1993

	
Huey Lewis and the News[image: External link] – March 27 and 30, 1987, with The Robert Cray[image: External link] Band

	
Eric Clapton[image: External link] – April 19, 1987, with The Robert Cray Band and May 13–14, 1992

	
U2[image: External link] – April 29, with Lone Justice[image: External link] and October 28–30, with The BoDeans[image: External link], 1987 and March 31, 1992, with The Pixies[image: External link]


	
Deep Purple[image: External link] – May 1, 1987, with Bad Company[image: External link]


	The Malboro Country Music Benefit Concert – May 10, 1987

	
Bon Jovi[image: External link] – May 31, 1987, with Cinderella, March 24, 1989, with Skid Row[image: External link], March 5, 1993, with The Jeff Healey[image: External link] Band and November 20, 2000, with Less Than Jake[image: External link]


	
Bryan Adams[image: External link] – July 18, 1987, with The Hooters, April 28, 1992, with The Storm[image: External link] and May 25, 1994

	
The Cure[image: External link] – July 28, 1987, August 31–September 1, 1989, with Shelleyan Orphan[image: External link], July 20, 1996 and May 17, 2008, with 65daysofstatic[image: External link]


	The Beastie Boys[image: External link] – July 30, 1987, with Run–D.M.C.[image: External link] and Davy D, May 20, 1995, with DJ Hurricane[image: External link] and Z Fresh and August 12, 1998, with Money Mark[image: External link] and A Tribe Called Quest[image: External link]


	
Pink Floyd[image: External link] – September 25–28, 1987 and May 21–22, 1988

	
Ray Charles[image: External link] – November 20, 1987

	
Whitesnake[image: External link] – February 11, 1988, with Great White

	
Michael Jackson[image: External link] – April 19–21, 1988

	
Gladys Knight & the Pips[image: External link] – August 19, 1988, with Teena Marie[image: External link], Freddie Jackson[image: External link] and Morris Day[image: External link]


	
George Michael[image: External link] – September 6–7, 1988 and October 20, 1991

	
Rod Stewart[image: External link] – October 22, 1988, January 17, 1992, February 24, 1994, April 16, 1999, February 20, 2004 and August 16, 2014, with Santana

	
Merle Haggard[image: External link] & The Strangers[image: External link] – October 23, 1988, with George Strait & The Ace in the Hole Band and Alabama, June 1, 1991, with Clint Black[image: External link] and Lorrie Morgan[image: External link] and October 27, 1996, with LeAnn Rimes[image: External link]


	
Luther Vandross[image: External link] – December 27, 1988, with Anita Baker[image: External link], October 11–12, 1993, September 1, 2000, with Boyz II Men[image: External link] and August 25, 2002, with Gerald Levert[image: External link], Angie Stone[image: External link] and Michelle Williams[image: External link]


	
Keith Sweat[image: External link] – January 19, 1991, with Johnny Gill[image: External link] and Bell Biv DeVoe[image: External link]


	
Neil Diamond[image: External link] – January 23–25, 1989 and February 24–27, 1992

	
R.E.M.[image: External link] – March 6, 1989, with Robyn Hitchcock and the Egyptians[image: External link] and June 2–4, 1995, with Luscious Jackson[image: External link]


	
LL Cool J[image: External link] – August 11, 1989, with De La Soul[image: External link], Big Daddy Kane[image: External link], Slick Rick[image: External link] and EMPD

	
The Beach Boys[image: External link] – October 28, 1989, with Chicago

	
New Kids on the Block[image: External link] – November 30–December 1 and 12, 1989, with Tiffany[image: External link], January 12, 1990, with The Cover Girls[image: External link], April 10 and October 4, with Colby O'Donis[image: External link] and 24, with Tami Chynn[image: External link], 2008, with Natasha Bedingfield[image: External link], July 18–19, 2013, with Boyz II Men and 98 Degrees and May 23–24, 2015 with TLC and Nelly

	
Paul McCartney[image: External link] – December 3–5, 1989

	
Jonathon Brandmeier[image: External link] & The Leisure Suits – February 1–2, 1990

	
The Highwaymen[image: External link] – March 6, 1990 and April 20, 1993

	
Janet Jackson[image: External link] – April 8–9, 1990 with Chuckii Booker[image: External link], December 1, 1993 with Tony! Toni! Toné![image: External link], July 24–25, 1998 with Usher, October 16, 1998 with NSYNC, and September 25, 2008, with LL Cool J, October 26, 2017

	
Madonna[image: External link] – May 23–24, 1990, with Technotronic[image: External link]


	
Poison[image: External link] – December 7, 1990, with Warrant

	
Garth Brooks[image: External link] – January 31–February 1, 1991, with The Judds, October 21–26 and December 18–19, 1997 and September 4–6 and 11–14, 2014, with Trisha Yearwood[image: External link] (11 shows)

	
INXS[image: External link] – March 15–16, 1991

	
Paul Simon[image: External link] – March 22, 1991

	
Queensrÿche[image: External link] – May 17, 1991, with Suicidal Tendencies[image: External link] and April 26, 1995, with Type O Negative[image: External link]


	
Frank Sinatra[image: External link] – May 18, 1991

	
Paula Abdul[image: External link] – November 2–3, 1991

	The Jerry Garcia Band[image: External link] – November 22, 1991

	
Metallica[image: External link] – December 5–7, 1991, February 7–9, 1997 with Corrosion of Conformity[image: External link], January 4–5, 2000, with Kid Rock & Twisted Brown Trucker and Sevendust[image: External link], August 27–28, 2004, with Godsmack[image: External link] and January 26–27, 2009, with Machine Head[image: External link] and The Sword[image: External link]


	
Dire Straits[image: External link] – February 18, 1992

	
Guns N' Roses[image: External link] – April 9, 1992, with The Smashing Pumpkins, November 18, 2002, with CKY[image: External link] and Mix Master Mike[image: External link], November 27, 2006, with The Sebastian Bach[image: External link] Band and Modern Day Zero[image: External link] and November 15, 2011, with Adelitas Way[image: External link]


	
Bobby Brown[image: External link] – January 16, 1993, with Mary J. Blige[image: External link], TLC and Rabba Shanks

	
Billy Ray Cyrus[image: External link] – January 29, 1993, February 25, 1994 and January 18, 1995

	
Dwight Yoakam[image: External link] – July 2, 1993 and June 27, 1996, with David Ball[image: External link]


	
Sade[image: External link] – August 13, 1993 and August 5 and 7, 2001, with India.Arie[image: External link]


	
Depeche Mode[image: External link] – October 28–29, 1993, November 24–25, 1998, with Stabbing Westward[image: External link] and November 29, 2005, with The Raveonettes[image: External link]


	
Mariah Carey[image: External link] – November 17, 1993

	
Bette Midler[image: External link] – November 28, 1993

	
WCKG[image: External link] 105.9's Winter Rock Concert – December 3, 1993

	
4Him[image: External link] – December 9, 1993

	
Whitney Houston[image: External link] – July 2, 1994, with Smoothe Sylk[image: External link]


	
The Pretenders[image: External link] – November 3, 1994, with Material Issue[image: External link]


	
Gin Blossoms[image: External link] – December 31, 1994, with Ween[image: External link] and The Flaming Lips[image: External link]


	
Nine Inch Nails[image: External link] – January 15–16, 1995, with Pop Will Eat Itself[image: External link] and The Jim Rose Circus[image: External link] and October 7, 2005, with Queens of the Stone Age[image: External link] and Autolux[image: External link]


	
Cheap Trick[image: External link] – April 8, 1995

	
Page & Plant[image: External link] – April 28–29, 1995, with Our Lady Peace[image: External link]


	
Lynyrd Skynyrd[image: External link] – June 30, 1995, with Tesla and Bloodline[image: External link]


	
Vince Gill[image: External link] – September 9, 1995, with Patty Loveless[image: External link], December 6, 1996 and December 17, 2003, with Amy Grant and Henry Cho[image: External link]


	
Jodeci[image: External link] – October 13, 1995

	
Brooks & Dunn[image: External link] – October 14, 1995, with Joe Diffie[image: External link], July 26, 1997, April 7, 2000, with Lonestar[image: External link] and Montgomery Gentry[image: External link], July 13, 2001, with Toby Keith, Montgomery Gentry and Keith Urban, April 13, 2002, with Alabama, Trick Pony[image: External link], Dwight Yoakam and Chris Cagle and May 16, 2003, with Brad Paisley & The Drama Kings, The Rascal Flatts and Cledus T. Judd[image: External link]


	
Phish[image: External link] – October 31, 1995 (released as Live Phish Volume 14[image: External link]), October 3, 1999, September 22–23, 2000 and February 20, 2003

	
Kenny Chesney[image: External link] – November 30, 1995, with The Confederate Railroad[image: External link], March 9, 2002, with Phil Vassar[image: External link], Sara Evans[image: External link] and Carolyn Dawn Johnson[image: External link] and August 23, 2005, with Gretchen Wilson[image: External link] and Pat Green[image: External link]


	
WKQX[image: External link] Q101's Twisted Xmas Concert – December 8, 1995, December 1, 1996, December 18, 1998, December 4, 1999, December 15, 2002 and December 6, 2003

	The Jars of Clay[image: External link] – February 18, 1996

	The Grand Funk Railroad[image: External link] – June 22, 1996

	
KISS[image: External link] – July 14 and 16, with The Melvins[image: External link] and The Nixons[image: External link] and October 21, with The Deftones[image: External link], 1996, December 29, 1998 and May 11–12, 2000, with Ted Nugent and Skid Row

	
Pantera[image: External link] – August 9, with White Zombie and The Deftones and December 20, with Jackyl[image: External link], 1996 and July 3, 2001, with Slayer[image: External link], Static-X, Skrape[image: External link] and Morbid Angel[image: External link] (Pantera's last show in Illinois)

	
The Doobie Brothers[image: External link] – August 15, 1996

	
Reba McEntire[image: External link] – August 25, 1996, with Linda Davis[image: External link] and Billy Dean[image: External link] and October 22–23, 1999

	
Oasis[image: External link] – August 27, 1996, with The Manic Street Preachers[image: External link], January 17, 1998, with Cornershop[image: External link] and December 12, 2008, with Ryan Adams and the Cardinals[image: External link] and Matt Costa[image: External link]


	
George Strait[image: External link] & The Ace in the Hole Band[image: External link] – September 13, 1996, January 31, 2003, with Tammy Cochran[image: External link], March 3, 2005, with Dierks Bentley[image: External link] and Uncle John's Band, March 5, 2011, with Reba McEntire and Lee Ann Womack[image: External link] and March 8, 2014, with Vince Gill

	
The Smashing Pumpkins[image: External link] – October 4–6, 1996, with Grant Lee Buffalo[image: External link] and October 19, 2012, with Anberlin[image: External link]


	
Melissa Etheridge[image: External link] – October 12, 1996

	
Jo Dee Messina[image: External link] – October 19, 1996

	The Stone Temple Pilots[image: External link] – December 12, 1996, with Local H[image: External link]


	
New Edition[image: External link] – December 31, 1996, with Keith Sweat and Blackstreet[image: External link]


	
Steven Curtis Chapman[image: External link] – March 14, 1997, with Audio Adrenaline[image: External link]


	
Bush[image: External link] – April 24, 1997, with Veruca Salt[image: External link]


	
Ringo Starr & His All-Starr Band[image: External link] – May 9, 1997

	
Enrique Iglesias[image: External link] – May 10, 1997, February 5, 1999, February 19, 2004, with Holly Palmer[image: External link], September 27, 2008, with Aventura, October 1, 2011, with Pitbull[image: External link] and Prince Royce[image: External link], October 3, 2014, with Pitbull and J Balvin[image: External link] and February 20, 2015, with Pitbull and J Balvin

	
Blue Öyster Cult[image: External link] – June 5, 1997, with Steppenwolf[image: External link], Foghat and The Pat Travers Band

	
311[image: External link] – August 16, 1997, with Michael Franti & Spearhead[image: External link]


	
Sheryl Crow[image: External link] – August 24, 1997, with Wilco[image: External link]


	
JAY Z[image: External link] – November 22, 1997, with Busta Rhymes[image: External link] and Puff Daddy[image: External link], March 20, 1998, with Busta Rhymes and Puff Daddy, April 4, 1999, with Method Man & Redman[image: External link] and DMX[image: External link] and September 29–30, 2004, with R. Kelly

	
Luis Miguel[image: External link] – February 17, 1998, February 11, 2002, October 18, 2005, October 23, 2008 and May 27, 2011

	
Alanis Morissette[image: External link] – March 19, 1998 and March 9, 1999, with Garbage[image: External link]


	
Roger Daltrey[image: External link] – July 7, 1998

	
James Taylor[image: External link] – July 11, 1998, August 14, 2003, September 2, 2005 and May 24, 2010, with Carole King[image: External link]


	
Tori Amos[image: External link] – July 19, 1998

	
Massive Attack[image: External link] – July 28, 1998

	
Culture Club[image: External link] – August 15, 1998, with The Human League[image: External link] and Howard Jones[image: External link]


	
Matchbox 20[image: External link] – August 21, 1998, with Soul Asylum[image: External link] and March 2, 2001, with Everclear and Lifehouse[image: External link]


	The Family Values Tour[image: External link] – October 3, 1998, October 9, 1999 and October 12, 2001

	
Barenaked Ladies[image: External link] – November 23, 1998, with Rufus Wainwright[image: External link], December 31, 2001, with The Action Figure Party and November 16, 2006, with Mike Doughty[image: External link]'s Band

	
Black Sabbath[image: External link] – January 19, 1999, with Pantera and Incubus

	
KoЯn[image: External link] – March 25, 1999, with Rob Zombie and Videodrone[image: External link], March 16–17, 2000, with Staind[image: External link] and Mindless Self Indulgence[image: External link], July 5, 2002, with Puddle of Mudd[image: External link] and Deadsy[image: External link] and March 30, 2006, with Mudvayne and 10 Years[image: External link]


	
NSYNC[image: External link] – March 26–27, with Divine[image: External link] and Tatyana Ali[image: External link] and August 6–7, with Jordan Knight[image: External link] and 5ive[image: External link], 1999 and April 4–5, 2002, with Smash Mouth[image: External link] and Tony Lucca[image: External link]


	
Marilyn Manson[image: External link] – April 20, 1999, with Monster Magnet[image: External link], August 13, 2007, with Slayer and Bleeding Through[image: External link] and October 11, 2012, with Rob Zombie and DJ Starscream[image: External link]


	
The Black Crowes[image: External link] – May 8, 1999, with Lenny Kravitz, Everlast[image: External link] and Cree Summer[image: External link]


	
Lauryn Hill[image: External link] – August 13, 1999

	
Maná[image: External link] – September 2, 1999, with The Chris Pérez[image: External link] Band, October 31, 2002, October 9–10, 2003, October 4, 2004, March 22–23 and October 4, 2007, July 21–22, 2011, April 13, 2012 and October 21–22, 2016

	
Cher[image: External link] – September 18, 1999, with Cyndi Lauper and Julio Iglesias, Jr.[image: External link], February 11, 2000, with Lou Bega[image: External link], October 12–13, 2003, with Tommy Drake and June 7, 2014, with Cyndi Lauper

	
Juan Gabriel[image: External link] – September 19, 1999, November 19, 2000, with Ana Gabriel and Nydia Rojas[image: External link], November 18, 2001, April 7, 2006, April 3–4, 2014 and October 18, 2015

	The Backstreet Boys[image: External link] – October 5–7, 1999, with Mandy Moore[image: External link] and E.Y.C.[image: External link] and February 12–13, 2001, with Smash Mouth and Krystal Harris[image: External link]


	
Vicente Fernández[image: External link] – October 10, 1999, with Rocío Dúrcal[image: External link], October 22, 2000, with Los Huracanes del Norte[image: External link], October 20, 2001, with Alejandro Fernández, October 18, 2003, with Banda El Recodo[image: External link], October 24, 2004, with Ana Gabriel, October 23, 2005, with Ana Bárbara[image: External link], October 22, 2006, with Paquita la del Barrio[image: External link], October 21, 2007, with Maribel Guardia[image: External link], October 19, 2008, with Paquita la del Barrio, October 18, 2009, October 17, 2010, with Paquita la del Barrio and Edith Márquez[image: External link], October 23, 2011, with Edith Márquez and October 20–21, 2012

	
Joan Sebastian[image: External link] – October 24, 1999, June 11, 2000, with The Banda Machos[image: External link] and Maribel Guardia, August 17, 2003, with José Manuel Figueroa[image: External link] and Ninel Conde[image: External link], August 22, 2004, August 21, 2005, August 20, 2006, with Maribel Guardia, September 30, 2007, September 28, 2008, with Marco Antonio Solís, April 19, 2009, with Jenni Rivera, April 24, 2010, with Marco Antonio Solís, November 20, 2011, with Paquita la del Barrio and April 27, 2014, with Los Tigres del Norte[image: External link]


	
Britney Spears[image: External link] – October 27, 1999, with 98 Degrees, March 22–23, 2000, with LFO[image: External link] and Bosson[image: External link], November 28, 2001, with O-Town[image: External link], April 13, 2004, with Kelis[image: External link] and Skye Sweetnam[image: External link] and April 28–29, with The Pussycat Dolls[image: External link] and September 9, with Jordin Sparks[image: External link] and Kristinia DeBarge[image: External link], 2009

	
Andrea Bocelli[image: External link] – November 17, 1999, with Ana María Martínez[image: External link], June 7, 2002, with Ana María Martínez, June 12, 2009, with Eglise Gutiérrez[image: External link] and Heather Headley[image: External link], December 2, 2012, with Katherine Jenkins[image: External link], December 13, 2014 with Maria Aleida, Caroline Campbell[image: External link], and Heather Headley, and June 10, 2016 with Renée Fleming[image: External link], Caroline Campbell, and Jessica Sanchez[image: External link].

	
Rage Against the Machine[image: External link] – November 26, 1999, with Gang Starr[image: External link] and The Dilated Peoples[image: External link]


	
TLC[image: External link] – January 14, 2000, with Blaque[image: External link]


	
The Lox[image: External link] – February 27, 2000, with DMX, Juvenile[image: External link], Lil Wayne and Eve[image: External link]


	
The Judds[image: External link] – March 10, 2000, with Jo Dee Messina

	
Steely Dan[image: External link] – June 24, 2000

	The Up in Smoke Tour[image: External link] – July 8, 2000

	
Marc Anthony[image: External link] – July 15, 2000, September 1, 2005, with Alejandro Fernández and Chayanne, October 2, 2010, with Alejandro Fernández and Ana Gabriel, August 19, 2012, with Marco Antonio Solís and Chayanne, September 7, 2013, with Arcángel[image: External link], September 20, 2014, September 25, 2015 with Carlos Vives[image: External link] and December 4, 2016

	
Pearl Jam[image: External link] – October 9, 2000, with Supergrass[image: External link]


	The Anger Management Tour[image: External link] – October 30, 2000 and August 1, 2002

	
Tim McGraw[image: External link] & Faith Hill[image: External link] – November 28, 2000 and April 28–30, 2006

	The Dave Matthews Band[image: External link] – December 4–5, 2000, with Angélique Kidjo[image: External link] and April 26–27, 2002, with Ben Kweller[image: External link]


	
Kid Rock[image: External link] & Twisted Brown Trucker – February 2, 2001, with Fuel and Buckcherry[image: External link], March 12, 2004, with Gov't Mule[image: External link] and April 14, 2006, with Whitestarr[image: External link]


	
98 Degrees[image: External link] – March 28, 2001, with The Baha Men[image: External link] and Dream[image: External link]


	
Sting[image: External link] – May 18, 2001, with Jill Scott[image: External link]


	
Roxy Music[image: External link] – July 30, 2001, with Rufus Wainwright

	
Tool[image: External link] – September 9, 2001, with Meshuggah[image: External link] and September 18, 2006, with Isis[image: External link]


	
Rammstein[image: External link] – September 14, 2001, May 10, 2011, with Combichrist[image: External link] and May 4, 2012, with Joe Letz[image: External link]


	
Slipknot[image: External link] – October 9, 2001, with System of a Down, No One[image: External link] and American Head Charge[image: External link], March 11, 2005, with Lamb of God[image: External link], Shadows Fall[image: External link] and Gizmachi[image: External link], January 30, 2009, with Coheed and Cambria[image: External link] and Trivium[image: External link] and November 28, 2014, with KoЯn and King 810[image: External link]


	
Jane's Addiction[image: External link] – October 21, 2001, with Live[image: External link] and The Stereo MCs[image: External link]


	
Mannheim Steamroller[image: External link] – December 20, 2001

	
Aaron Carter[image: External link] – February 8, 2002, with Dream Street[image: External link]


	
Creed[image: External link] – February 13 and December 29, 2002

	
The Chemical Brothers[image: External link] – April 20, 2002, with Paul Oakenfold[image: External link] and Sasha & John Digweed[image: External link]


	The Honda Civic Tour[image: External link] – May 29, 2002 and May 21, 2004

	The Show & Tell Concert – July 27, 2002

	Scott Alderman's Tattoo the Earth[image: External link] Tour – August 2–4, 2002

	The SCREAM Tour – August 16, 2002, December 22, 2005 and December 28, 2006

	
Toby Keith[image: External link] – August 17, 2002, with Paul Thorn[image: External link]


	
No Doubt[image: External link] – October 11, 2002, with Good Charlotte[image: External link] and The Distillers[image: External link]


	
American Idol[image: External link] Live! – October 15, 2002, August 19, 2006, August 7, 2007, July 19, 2008, September 2, 2009, August 6, 2011, July 7, 2012 and August 12, 2013

	
Nelly[image: External link] – October 27, 2002, with Lil Wayne and The Big Tymers[image: External link]


	
Bob Dylan[image: External link] – November 1, 2002

	
The Other Ones[image: External link] – December 2, 2002, with Robert Hunter[image: External link]


	The Gaither Homecoming[image: External link] – December 6, 2002, May 1, 2004 and May 13, 2006

	
R. Kelly[image: External link] – April 25, 2003, with Ashanti[image: External link], March 26, 2004, with Jagged Edge[image: External link] and June 16, 2011, with Keyshia Cole[image: External link] and Marsha Ambrosius[image: External link]


	
Maze[image: External link] – June 6, 2003, with Patti LaBelle[image: External link] and Jaheim[image: External link]


	
Christina Aguilera[image: External link] – July 22, 2003, with Justin Timberlake and The Black Eyed Peas and April 21, 2007, with The Pussycat Dolls and Danity Kane[image: External link]


	The Eagles[image: External link] – October 21, 2003 and October 19, 2013

	
John Mayer[image: External link] – November 28, 2003, with The Thorns[image: External link]


	The Trans-Siberian Orchestra[image: External link] – December 18, 2003, December 10, 2004, December 10, 2005, December 9, 2006 (2 shows), December 2, 2007 (2 shows), January 3 (2 shows) and December 26 (2 shows), 2009, November 26, 2010 (2 shows), December 3, 2011 (2 shows), December 8, 2012 (2 shows), December 28, 2013 (2 shows), December 27, 2014 (2 shows), December 28, 2015 (2 shows) and December 23, 2016 (2 shows)

	
Dave Matthews & Friends[image: External link] – December 22, 2003, with Emmylou Harris[image: External link]


	
Linkin Park[image: External link] – January 29, 2004, with P.O.D.[image: External link], Hoobastank[image: External link] and The Story of the Year[image: External link]


	
Alan Jackson[image: External link] & The Strayhorns – January 30, 2004, with Martina McBride and May 1, 2010, with Josh Turner[image: External link] and Chris Young[image: External link]


	
Sarah Brightman[image: External link] – February 18, 2004 and December 4, 2008, with Mario Frangoulis[image: External link]


	
Beyoncé[image: External link], Alicia Keys & Missy Elliott[image: External link] – April 2, 2004, with Tamia[image: External link]


	
Incubus[image: External link] – July 14, 2004, with Sparta[image: External link] and The Vines[image: External link]


	
Hilary Duff[image: External link] – July 30, 2004, with Haylie Duff[image: External link] and July 19, 2005, with Teddy Geiger[image: External link]


	
Cyndi Lauper[image: External link] – August 21, 2004

	
Usher[image: External link] – September 10, 2004, with Kanye West[image: External link], December 3, 2010, with Miguel[image: External link] and Trey Songz[image: External link] and May 20, 2011, with Akon[image: External link], Dev[image: External link] and The Cataracs[image: External link]


	The Rascal Flatts[image: External link] – November 19, 2004, with Chris Cagle[image: External link], Julie Roberts[image: External link] and Uncle John's Band and October 12, 2007, with Jason Aldean[image: External link]


	
Velvet Revolver[image: External link] – November 21, 2004, with The Exies[image: External link]


	
WGCI[image: External link]'s 107.5 FM's Big Jam – February 14, 2005, December 19, 2010, December 9 and 23, 2011, November 16, 2012 and November 17, 2013

	
Snoop Dogg[image: External link] – April 22, 2005, with The Game[image: External link]


	
Marco Antonio Solís[image: External link] – June 3, 2005, with Juan Luis Guerra[image: External link], September 1–2, 2007, with Juan Gabriel, August 8, 2009, with Pepe Aguilar[image: External link], April 24–25, 2010, with Joan Sebastian and Alejandro Fernández, September 10 and 23, 2011, with Ana Gabriel, August 23, 2014 and July 25, 2015 with Camila

	
Green Day[image: External link] – August 10, 2005, with Jimmy Eat World[image: External link] and Uncle John's Band and March 28, 2013, with The Best Coast[image: External link]


	
The Wiggles[image: External link] – August 13–14, 2005 (4 shows), August 12–13, 2006 (4 shows) and August 18–19, 2007 (4 shows)

	
Scooter[image: External link] – September 9, 2005, with Benassi Bros.[image: External link] and Aquagen[image: External link]


	
System of a Down[image: External link] – September 30, 2005, with The Mars Volta[image: External link] and Hella[image: External link] and August 15, 2012, with The Deftones

	The Foo Fighters[image: External link] – October 3, 2005, with Weezer and The Kaiser Chiefs[image: External link] and February 25, 2008, with Against Me![image: External link] and Serj Tankian[image: External link]


	
Daddy Yankee[image: External link] – October 8, 2005 and August 31, 2007

	
Gwen Stefani[image: External link] – October 28, 2005, with The Black Eyed Peas

	
Keith Urban[image: External link] – February 10, 2006, with Pat Green, November 16, 2007, with Gary Allan[image: External link], May 15, 2009, with The Zac Brown Band[image: External link], October 14, 2011, with Jake Owen[image: External link] and October 28, 2016

	
Queen + Paul Rodgers[image: External link] – March 23, 2006

	
RBD[image: External link] – May 19–20, 2006, September 28, 2007, with Diego Boneta[image: External link] and March 16, 2008, with La Nueva Banda Timbiriche[image: External link]


	The Johann Strauss Orchestra[image: External link] – May 30, 2006, May 22, 2007, April 15, 2008, May 21, 2009 and June 28, 2010

	
The Cheetah Girls[image: External link] – September 29, 2006, with Miley Cyrus and Jordan Pruitt[image: External link]


	
Ana Gabriel[image: External link] – September 30, 2006

	
Dashboard Confessional[image: External link] – October 27, 2006, with Brand New[image: External link]


	The Australian Pink Floyd Show[image: External link] – November 22, 2006

	
Martina McBride[image: External link] – November 24, 2006

	
Brad Paisley[image: External link] & The Drama Kings – December 6, 2006, with Carrie Underwood[image: External link] and Jake Owen

	
Jamie Foxx[image: External link] – January 6, 2007, with Fantasia Barrino[image: External link] and Speedy

	
High School Musical[image: External link] – January 19, 2007, with Jordan Pruitt

	The Red Hot Chili Peppers[image: External link] – February 27, 2007, with Gnarls Barkley[image: External link] and May 28, 2012, with Little Dragon[image: External link]


	
My Chemical Romance[image: External link] – March 1, 2007, with Rise Against[image: External link]


	
Nickelback[image: External link] – March 2, 2007, with Three Days Grace[image: External link] and Breaking Benjamin[image: External link], March 12, 2009, with Seether[image: External link] and Saving Abel[image: External link], May 18, 2010, with Breaking Benjamin, Shinedown[image: External link] and Sick Puppies[image: External link] and May 30, 2012, with Bush, Seether and My Darkest Days[image: External link]


	
Justin Timberlake[image: External link] – March 12–13, 2007, with P!nk and Timbaland[image: External link]


	
Ricky Martin[image: External link] – April 25, 2007, April 19, 2011 and October 11, 2015 with Wisin

	
Heaven & Hell[image: External link] – May 5, 2007, with Megadeth and Machine Head

	
Lil Wayne[image: External link] – July 15, 2007, with Fat Joe[image: External link] and Young Buck[image: External link]


	The ScreamFest[image: External link] – August 10, 2007

	
Maroon 5[image: External link] – October 2, 2007, with The Hives[image: External link] and Sara Bareilles[image: External link] and April 6, 2013, with Neon Trees[image: External link] and Owl City[image: External link]


	
Fall Out Boy[image: External link] – October 20, 2007, with Gym Class Heroes[image: External link], The Plain White T's[image: External link] and Cute Is What We Aim For[image: External link] and May 9, 2009, with Cobra Starship[image: External link], All Time Low[image: External link], Metro Station[image: External link] and Hey Monday[image: External link]


	
Chris Brown[image: External link] – December 7, 2007, with Soulja Boy[image: External link], The Shop Boyz[image: External link] and Lil Mama[image: External link], February 27, 2015, with Trey Songz and Tyga[image: External link], and April 28, 2017 with Fabolous, OT Genasis[image: External link] and Kap G[image: External link]


	
Miley Cyrus[image: External link] – December 8, 2007, with The Jonas Brothers and March 7, 2014, with Icona Pop[image: External link] and Sky Ferreira[image: External link]


	The Jonas Brothers[image: External link] – February 22, 2008, with Rooney[image: External link] and July 10–11, 2009, with Jordin Sparks, Honor Society[image: External link] and The Wonder Girls[image: External link]


	
Avril Lavigne[image: External link] – March 21, 2008, with Boys Like Girls[image: External link]


	
Juanes[image: External link] – April 2, 2008

	
Santana[image: External link] – April 19, 2008, with The Derek Trucks Band[image: External link]


	
Alicia Keys[image: External link] – June 7, 2008, with Jordin Sparks and Ne-Yo[image: External link] and March 3, 2010, with Melanie Fiona[image: External link] and Robin Thicke[image: External link]


	
Raven-Symoné[image: External link] – June 13, 2008, with B5[image: External link] and The Clique Girlz[image: External link]


	
Aventura[image: External link] – August 2, 2008, November 20, 2009 and June 16, 2010

	
Weezer[image: External link] – October 2, 2008, with Angels & Airwaves[image: External link] and The Tokyo Police Club[image: External link]


	
Rock Band[image: External link] Live! – October 22, 2008

	
WBBM[image: External link] B96's Jingle Bash – December 16, 2008, December 12, 2009, December 11, 2010, December 17, 2011, December 15, 2012, December 14, 2013, December 6, 2014, December 12, 2015 and December 10, 2016

	
Avenged Sevenfold[image: External link] – February 27, 2009, with Buckcherry, Papa Roach[image: External link] and Saving Abel and October 3, 2013, with The Deftones and Fight or Flight[image: External link]


	
Los Temerarios[image: External link] – May 2, 2009

	
The Dead[image: External link] – May 4–5, 2009, with The Warren Haynes[image: External link] Band

	
Demi Lovato[image: External link] – July 24, 2009, with David Archuleta[image: External link] and Jordan Pruitt and March 14, 2014, with 5th Harmony[image: External link] and Little Mix[image: External link]


	
Ricardo Arjona[image: External link] – September 5, 2009 and March 6, 2015

	
Wisin & Yandel[image: External link] – September 24, 2009

	
P!nk[image: External link] – September 26, 2009, with The Ting Tings[image: External link] and November 20, 2013, with The Kin

	
Taylor Swift[image: External link] – October 9–10, 2009, with Kellie Pickler[image: External link] and Gloriana[image: External link] and August 9–10, 2011, with NEEDTOBREATHE[image: External link] and Hunter Hayes[image: External link]


	
WHPI[image: External link] 101.1 Jack FM's Cheap Xmas Concert – December 10, 2009

	
WXRT[image: External link] 93.1's Big Holiday Concert – December 11, 2009

	
Michael Bublé[image: External link] – March 27 and December 4, 2010, with Naturally 7[image: External link]


	
WKSC[image: External link] 103.5 KISS–FM's Fantabuloso Concert – May 21, 2010, May 18, 2011 and May 18, 2012

	
Jenni Rivera[image: External link] – May 23, 2010, with Paquita la del Barrio

	
The Black Eyed Peas[image: External link] – August 13, 2010, with T-Pain[image: External link]


	The MegaFest – August 21, 2010 and August 27, 2011

	The Greg Laurie: Chicago Harvest Outreach Concerts – September 24–26, 2010

	
Shakira[image: External link] – October 29, 2010

	
Chayanne[image: External link] – November 24, 2010 and August 23, 2015

	
Sugarland[image: External link] – May 6, 2011, with Little Big Town[image: External link], Sara Bareilles, Matt Nathanson[image: External link] and Casey James[image: External link]


	
NKOTBSB[image: External link] – May 25, 2011, with Jordin Sparks and Ashlyne Huff[image: External link]


	
Glee Live! In Concert![image: External link] – June 3–4, 2011, with The Legion of Extraordinary Dancers[image: External link]


	
Hillsong United[image: External link] – August 3–5, 2011 and April 17, 2016

	
Katy Perry[image: External link] – August 21, 2011, with Natalia Kills[image: External link]


	
Furthur[image: External link] – November 18, 2011

	
Romeo Santos[image: External link] – February 16 and March 13, 2012, April 18, 2013, June 13, 2014 and June 12, 2015

	
Lady Antebellum[image: External link] – March 9, 2012, with Thompson Square[image: External link] and Darius Rucker[image: External link] and February 26, 2014, with Kip Moore[image: External link] and Kacey Musgraves[image: External link]


	
LMFAO[image: External link] – May 26, 2012, with The Far East Movement[image: External link] and Sidney Samson[image: External link]


	
One Direction[image: External link] – June 2, 2012, with Olly Murs[image: External link] and Manika[image: External link]


	
Dralion[image: External link] – June 20–24, 2012 (7 shows)

	
Everclear[image: External link] – August 3, 2012, with Lit[image: External link], Sugar Ray[image: External link], Gin Blossoms and Marcy Playground[image: External link]


	
Justin Bieber[image: External link] – October 23–24, 2012, with Carly Rae Jepsen[image: External link] and Cody Simpson[image: External link] and April 22–23, 2016 with Post Malone[image: External link] and Moxie Raia[image: External link]


	The Gigantour[image: External link] – July 9, 2013

	The V103 25th Anniversary Concert – October 5, 2013

	
Selena Gomez[image: External link] – November 22, 2013, with Emblem3[image: External link] and Christina Grimmie[image: External link]


	
Alejandro Fernández[image: External link] – November 24, 2013

	
Q87.7[image: External link]'s The Night We Stole Christmas Concert – December 11, 2013

	
Donny[image: External link] & Marie Osmond[image: External link] – December 20, 2013

	
Imagine Dragons[image: External link] – March 13, 2014, with The Naked and Famous[image: External link] and Nico Vega[image: External link]


	
Avicii[image: External link] – May 15, 2014

	
Gerardo Ortíz[image: External link] – July 26, 2014, with Julión Álvarez Y Su Norteño Banda

	
Ed Sheeran[image: External link] – September 16, 2014, with Rudimental[image: External link]


	WKSC 103.5 KISS–FM's Jingle Ball – December 18, 2014, December 16, 2015 and December 14, 2016

	The Winter Jam Tour Spectacular[image: External link] – January 30, 2015 and January 29, 2016

	
Ariana Grande[image: External link] – March 3, 2015, with Rixton[image: External link] and Cashmere Cat[image: External link]


	
Eric Church[image: External link] – March 20, 2015, with Drive-By Truckers[image: External link] and April 13, 2017

	
Shania Twain[image: External link] - July 29, 2015 with Gavin DeGraw[image: External link]


	
Kelly Clarkson[image: External link] - August 1, 2015, with Pentatonix, Eric Hutchinson[image: External link] and Abi Ann[image: External link]


	
Darius Rucker[image: External link] - October 8, 2015 with David Nail[image: External link]


	
5 Seconds of Summer[image: External link] - December 16, 2015 with Conrad Sewell[image: External link]


	
Ellie Goulding[image: External link] - May 6, 2016 with Years & Years[image: External link] and Bebe Rexha[image: External link]


	
Twenty One Pilots[image: External link] - June 5, 2016 with Mutemath[image: External link] and Chef'Special[image: External link]


	
Demi Lovato[image: External link] & Nick Jonas[image: External link] - August 2, 2016 with Mike Posner[image: External link]


	
Kanye West[image: External link] - October 8, 2016

	
Pentatonix[image: External link] - October 27, 2016 with Us the Duo[image: External link] and Abi Ann[image: External link]


	
The Lumineers[image: External link] - January 20, 2017 with Andrew Bird[image: External link] and Margaret Glaspy[image: External link]


	
Panic! at the Disco[image: External link] - March 11, 2017 with MisterWives[image: External link] and Saint Motel[image: External link]


	
Blake Shelton[image: External link] - March 17, 2017 with RaeLynn[image: External link]


	
BTS[image: External link] - March 29, 2017 (2017 BTS Live Trilogy Episode III: The Wings Tour[image: External link])

	
The Chainsmokers[image: External link] - April 29, 2017 with Kiiara[image: External link], Emily Warren[image: External link] and Shaun Frank[image: External link]
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Rosemont, Illinois






Rosemont is a village in Cook County, Illinois[image: External link], United States[image: External link], located immediately northwest of Chicago. As of the 2010 census[image: External link] it had a population of 4,202.[1] The village was incorporated in 1956, though it had been settled long before that. While Rosemont's land area and population are relatively small among municipalities in the Chicago Metropolitan Area[image: External link], the village is a major center for commercial activity in the region and is a key component of the Golden Corridor[image: External link].

Due to its proximity to several interstates, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link], and downtown Chicago, it has emerged as a significant edge city[image: External link] and entertainment district[image: External link], with corporate facilities, millions of square feet of office space, nearly 50 restaurants, 15 hotels, the 840,000-square-foot (78,000 m2) Donald E. Stephens Convention Center[image: External link] (home to conventions and trade shows), the 16,000+ seat Allstate Arena (home to the Chicago Wolves[image: External link], Chicago Sky[image: External link], DePaul Blue Demons[image: External link], and concerts and other live entertainment events), the 4,000+ seat Rosemont Theatre[image: External link], the 130-store Fashion Outlets of Chicago[image: External link], the Rosemont Stadium[image: External link] (home to an outdoor collegiate-level baseball stadium and 140,000 sq ft indoor sports dome), and the entertainment complex MB Financial Park, which features restaurants, entertainment and a large common area used for summer concerts and ice skating in the winter.[2] Rosemont is near Rivers Casino[image: External link] in Des Plaines[image: External link] and additional hotels, offices, restaurants, and corporate facilities in the adjacent O'Hare neighborhood[image: External link] of Chicago and nearby suburban communities such as Des Plaines and Schiller Park[image: External link].

The residential sections of Rosemont are a gated community[image: External link], as a result of the 1995 decision by residents to enclose the residential portions of the village (roughly half the area of the village), thereby restricting access to locals.[3]
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 Geography




Rosemont is at 41°59′27″N 87°52′26″W[image: External link] (41.990730, −87.873816).[4]

According to the 2010 census, Rosemont has a total area of 1.79 square miles (4.64 km2), all land.[5]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1960[image: External link]
	978
	
	—



	1970[image: External link]
	4,825
	
	393.4%



	1980[image: External link]
	4,137
	
	−14.3%



	1990[image: External link]
	3,995
	
	−3.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	4,224
	
	5.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	4,202
	
	−0.5%



	Est. 2015
	4,206
	[6]
	0.1%



	
U.S. Decennial Census[7]






As of the 2000 census[image: External link],[8] there were 4,224 people, 1,692 households, and 986 families residing in the village. The population density[image: External link] was 2,423.6 per square mile (937.3/km²). There were 1,745 housing units at an average density of 1,001.2 per square mile (387.2/km²). The racial makeup of the village was 79.24% White[image: External link], 1.35% African American[image: External link], 0.88% Native American[image: External link], 4.40% Asian[image: External link], 0.02% Pacific Islander[image: External link], 11.55% from other races[image: External link], and 2.56% from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 35.35% of the population.

Rosemont was tied for first place in 2000 with Bowdon, Georgia[image: External link] as the place in the United States with the highest percentage of people reporting Bulgarian ancestry. The percentage of people so reporting in 2000 was 2.7%.[9]

There were 1,692 households out of which 29.4% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 43.3% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 8.9% had a female householder with no husband present, and 41.7% were non-families. 35.0% of all households were made up of individuals and 13.4% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.50 and the average family size was 3.31.

In the village, the population was spread out with 24.4% under the age of 18, 10.4% from 18 to 24, 35.7% from 25 to 44, 18.4% from 45 to 64, and 11.1% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 32 years. For every 100 females there were 110.7 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 111.2 males.

The median income for a household in the village was $34,663, and the median income for a family was $44,939. Males had a median income of $30,066 versus $30,015 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the village was $19,781. About 10.6% of families and 14.9% of the population were below the poverty line[image: External link], including 23.6% of those under age 18 and 10.6% of those age 65 or over.
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 Economy




Rosemont is positioned between O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] and the rest of the City of Chicago[image: External link]. Due to its location, much of the village is occupied by large hotels and office buildings. Most major hotel chains operating in the United States have a presence in Rosemont, including Global Hyatt[image: External link], Hilton Hotels Corporation[image: External link], Marriott International[image: External link], Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide[image: External link], Loews Corporation[image: External link], Best Western[image: External link], and InterContinental Hotels Group[image: External link], among others.[10]

According to Colliers International, the Rosemont/O'Hare office market encompassed approximately 13,325,000 square feet (1,237,900 m2) of total inventory in Q1 2017.[11] Corporate headquarters in the village include those of Culligan[image: External link], US Foods[image: External link], Velsicol Chemical Corporation[image: External link], World Kitchen[image: External link], Riddell[image: External link],[12] Reyes Holdings[image: External link], and Haribo of America[image: External link].[13]

Additionally, Rosemont operates several visitor related-forums. Among these are the Donald E. Stephens Convention Center[image: External link], used for trade shows and gatherings; the Rosemont Theater[image: External link], used for theatrical purposes; and the Allstate Arena, used for concerts, professional wrestling (three times hosting WrestleMania), DePaul Blue Demons[image: External link] basketball, Chicago Sky WNBA basketball and Chicago Wolves[image: External link] hockey.

The village is the sponsor of the Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps[image: External link].

The village hosts the famous Midwest FurFest[image: External link] every year

Emirates[image: External link] airline has its Chicago-area offices in the Columbia Centre in Rosemont.[14][15]
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 Education




Rosemont Elementary School District 78[image: External link] operates Rosemont Elementary School.[16] Other area schools include Orchard Place School in Des Plaines[image: External link], operated by the Des Plaines School District 62[image: External link]; East Leyden High School[image: External link] in Franklin Park[image: External link], operated by the Leyden High School District 212[image: External link]; and Maine West High School[image: External link] in Des Plaines, operated by Maine Township High School District 207[image: External link]. The area community college is Triton College[image: External link].[17]
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 Sports




Rosemont's Allstate Arena is home to the Chicago Wolves[image: External link] of the American Hockey League[image: External link], the WNBA[image: External link]'s Chicago Sky[image: External link], and the DePaul University[image: External link] basketball team. Starting in 2011, the Chicago Bandits[image: External link] women's National Pro Fastpitch[image: External link] team moved to Rosemont after playing in Elgin[image: External link] and Lisle[image: External link] in the past.[18]

The Allstate Arena hosted the regional final and semifinal games in the 2005 NCAA Men's Division I Basketball Tournament[image: External link].

The Allstate Arena was home to the Chicago Bruisers[image: External link], an original member of the Arena Football League[image: External link] in 1987. When the Bruisers advanced to the league championship in 1988, Rosemont hosted ArenaBowl II[image: External link], as well as an arena football[image: External link] test game in 1987.

Rosemont is home to The Cavaliers Drum and Bugle Corps[image: External link], seven-time DCI world champion.

Since February 2013, Rosemont is home of Burce F. Danken's Bananarama Short Dads Sport Hash, a three-time flat-bush classic series.

In March 2013, Rosemont was named a possible location for a replacement of Wrigley Field[image: External link].

Since October 2013, the Big Ten Conference[image: External link]'s headquarters have been in the Rosemont Financial District.

Starting in 2018, Rosemont will be home to a yet-to-be-named minor league baseball team. The new team will be part of the American Association of Independent Professional Baseball[image: External link] and play in a new 6,300-seat ballpark.[19]
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 Transportation




Rosemont has a station[image: External link] on the North Central Service[image: External link], which provides weekday rail service[image: External link] between Antioch[image: External link] and Chicago Union Station[image: External link].

Rosemont has a station[image: External link] on the Blue Line[image: External link] of the Chicago 'L'[image: External link], which provides direct rail service to O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] and downtown Chicago.
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	Donald Stephens[image: External link]

	Donald E. Stephens Convention Center[image: External link]
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WWE Network






WWE Network is a subscription-based video streaming service owned by WWE, using the infrastructure of Major League Baseball Advanced Media[image: External link].[1] The concept was originally announced in 2011. On January 8, 2014, WWE announced the network would launch on February 24 in the United States[image: External link]. The company stated on July 31 that the service was expected to go live in Australia[image: External link], Canada[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Middle East[image: External link], Spain[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], the Nordics[image: External link], and North Africa[image: External link], among other countries starting on August 17.[2] It was unexpectedly made available in the UK and Ireland a week earlier than planned, on January 13, 2015, after a delay from the previous November.[3][4] The WWE Network consists of both a 24-hour linear streaming channel and on-demand programming from WWE's library[image: External link].
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 History
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 Development and U.S. launch




In September 2011, WWE officially announced plans to launch the WWE Network in 2011 as a pay-TV channel.[5] WWE then conducted a survey asking people if they would pay for the WWE Network if it were a premium channel[image: External link]. In an email sent to WWE fans who might be interested in the WWE Network, WWE surveyed fans for their thoughts about the WWE Network airing WWE's pay-per-views to subscribers for no additional charge. The survey also noted that feature repeats of Raw and SmackDown, as well as footage from World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW), Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW), National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link] (NWA), XFL[image: External link], Smoky Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] (SMW), American Wrestling Association[image: External link] (AWA), and WWE movies would also make the lineup. Original programming was also noted in the survey.[6][7]

As the result of an online poll, WrestleMania Rewind[image: External link] was chosen as a name for a new WWE Network show on October 17, 2011.[8] The original launch date was set for April 1, 2012, which would have coincided with WrestleMania XXVIII[image: External link], and WWE's official website featured a countdown clock that would have expired on April 1. The clock was quietly removed, and the network did not launch as advertised.[9] WWE chief marketing officer Michelle Wilson allayed fears about the future of the WWE Network, saying "There will be a WWE network in some shape or form. We are in late-stage negotiations with distributors", and confirmed that WWE Legends' House had been filmed.[10] In April 2013, WWE had switched plans and aimed to release the WWE Network as a premium pay-TV outlet, with a potential price of $15 a month.[11]

On Old School Raw in January 2014, WWE ran teasers promoting an announcement on January 8 at the Consumer Electronics Show[image: External link] in Las Vegas,[12] later confirming that the announcement concerned the WWE Network.[13] At the Consumer Electronics Show, WWE revealed a comprehensive plan which would see a launch date of February 24, 2014 in the United States.[14][15][16] WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] closed on January 31, 2014 to make way for the WWE Network.[17] A free trial period was offered during the week of the launch.[18] The logo initially used for the WWE Network eventually became the standard logo used by the WWE corporation in August 2014.[19]

In April 2014 ahead of WrestleMania XXX[image: External link], the Network received acclaim, with The New York Times[image: External link] saying that WWE had "positioned themselves on the cutting edge of Internet television."[20] Later that month, the company announced that the network had 667,000 subscribers, short of the one million subscribers they needed to break even.[21] As WWE's stock fell 50% the following month, Forbes[image: External link] described low subscription numbers as being of "additional concern" for investors after WWE's underwhelming NBCUniversal[image: External link] renewal deal.[22] WWE offered a second free preview week of the WWE Network, which started July 7, in an attempt to sign new subscribers.[23] A second report released at the end of July indicated that the network had reached 700,000 subscribers.[24] WWE's goal was to reach one million subscribers by the end of 2014.[24][25]
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 Expansion




On July 31, 2014, the company announced a 10-year, Canadian distribution deal for WWE content with Rogers Media[image: External link] which will see the company distribute WWE Network as a premium television service[image: External link].[26] Also on that date, it was announced that the WWE Network would launch in Australia, New Zealand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Mexico, Spain, and the Nordics, among others on August 12, with Italian, Arab, German, Japanese, Indian, Chinese, Thai, and Malaysian launches planned for a later date.[27][28] On October 30, 2014, in an attempt to increase subscription numbers from an announced figure of 731,000, the 6-month subscription requirement was dropped, allowing subscribers the option to cancel at any time.[29][30] WWE had originally planned to launch the network on October 1 in the United Kingdom, but was delayed for a further month.[31] The launch was confirmed to be taking place at 8 p.m. on November 3;[32] however, 20 minutes prior to the launch, WWE announced that it had been indefinitely delayed.[33][34] Vince McMahon publicly apologized for the delay.[35] It was announced on January 4, 2015, that the WWE Network would be launching in the UK and Ireland on January 19, 2015, priced at £9.99 and €12.99 respectively,[36] although some customers managed to register as early as January 13.[37]

On January 27, 2015, WWE announced that the WWE Network had reached 1 million subscribers,[38] with Vince McMahon saying that WWE would "remain focused on delivering an outstanding value proposition for ours fans by adding new content and new features in the coming year."[39] On February 12, 2015, WWE announced a five-year partnership with television provider OSN[image: External link] to bring the WWE Network to the Middle East[image: External link] and North Africa[image: External link] as a premium service.[40]

On July 30, 2015, WWE revealed the amount of subscribers for the Network at 1.156 million. This was announced as a part of WWE's financial reporting on the second quarter of the year, which had resulted in their stock price rising past $20.00 after closing on the previous day at $16.48. The total of 1.156 million paid subscribers marked a 13% decrease from the 1.315 million paid subscribers that was stated in the reports for the first quarter of 2015. WWE also revealed, including trial subscribers, they had 1.227 million Network users at the end of the second quarter, and over the entire lifespan of the Network, there have been over 2 million unique subscribers.[41]

The WWE Network launched in India on November 2, 2015.[42][43] On November 19, a report by market research and consulting firm Park Associates announced that the WWE Network had broken into the top five streaming services and trailed only MLB.tv[image: External link] in the sports category.[44] The WWE announced the network would launch in Germany, Switzerland, Austria, and Japan on January 5, 2016, followed by Thailand and the Philippines on February 29, 2016.[45][46][47]

In April 2017, WWE announced to have a total of 1.949 million subscribers to the WWE Network, of which 1.661 million are paid subscribers. The service has 497,000 international subscribers of which 424,000 are paid.[48][unreliable source[image: External link]]
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 Availability




The WWE Network is currently available through 185 out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link] (including all 28 European Union[image: External link] nations) and two observer states such as the Holy See[image: External link] and the State of Palestine[image: External link]. It is also distributed through five non-UN countries: the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan), Cook Islands[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Niue[image: External link] and Northern Cyprus[image: External link].

The service is not available in Abkhazia[image: External link], the People's Republic of China[image: External link], (Mainland area outside Hong Kong and Macau), Cuba[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link], Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link], Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link], Somaliland[image: External link], South Ossetia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link] and Transnistria[image: External link].
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 Programming
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	All WWE pay-per-view events broadcast live.[49]


	
WWE Network exclusive events broadcast live.

	
WWE NXT[image: External link] - Airs weekly on Wednesdays, including periodic special live episodes.[49]


	Pre-shows for all WWE pay-per-views.[50]


	
WWE Talking Smack[image: External link] - A weekly post-show for SmackDown hosted by Renee Young[image: External link] and Shane McMahon, or Daniel Bryan[image: External link]. This is also a post-show for SmackDown Live pay-per-views.

	
WWE Raw Talk[image: External link] - A post-show for Raw pay-per-views hosted by Renee Young and Jerry Lawler[image: External link].

	
WWE 205 Live[image: External link] - A one-hour, in-ring program showcasing the cruiserweight division.

	
WWE Main Event[image: External link] - Weekly added episodes with three weeks of delay (original broadcast continues to air on Hulu Plus[image: External link]).

	
WWE Cruiserweight Classic - Thirty-two of the industry's cruiserweights[image: External link] showcasing the cruiserweight division.

	
WWE United Kingdom Championship Tournament - A two-day tournament to crown the first ever WWE United Kingdom Champion[image: External link].

	
WWE United Kingdom Championship Special - A 90-minute, in-ring show starring the company's top UK and 205 Live cruiserweight talent.[51]
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 Current shows





	
The Edge and Christian Show[image: External link] - A comedy series and variety show starring Edge[image: External link] and Christian[image: External link].

	
First Look - A first look at upcoming WWE Home Video[image: External link] releases.

	
Stone Cold Podcast[image: External link] - Interview series hosted by Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link].

	
This Week in WWE - A weekly 30-minute recap of the past week's WWE action, hosted by Scott Stanford[image: External link] and Charly Caruso.

	
Bring It to the Table - Peter Rosenberg[image: External link] hosts while two guests debate controversial topics.

	
WWE Ride Along - A show following WWE personalities as they drive from city to city.

	
WWE Breaking News - Breaking news from WWE.

	
Unfiltered with Renee Young - Interview show hosted by Renee Young[image: External link]. Topics discussed include WWE Superstars[image: External link]' wrestling careers and stories, music, and movies.

	
Table for 3 - Three WWE personalities share stories over dinner.

	
Swerved - A hidden camera prank show featuring WWE performers.

	
Camp WWE[image: External link] - A TV-MA[image: External link] animated short-form comedy series with Seth Green[image: External link].

	
WWE Story Time - An animated series featuring WWE Superstars telling stories from the past, narrated by "Mean" Gene Okerlund[image: External link].

	
Holy Foley! - A reality TV show starring Mick Foley[image: External link] and his family.[52]


	
WWE Original Specials - Documentaries on WWE personnel and events exclusive to the WWE Network.

	
WWE Beyond the Ring - Documentary portions of previously-released WWE DVDs featuring various performers, organizations, and storylines.

	
WWE 24 - A show that goes behind the scenes of WWE events and Superstars.

	
WWE Music Power 10 - A top 10 WWE Music[image: External link] countdown show.
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 Upcoming shows





	
Mae Young Classic[image: External link] - A two-day tournament featuring thirty-two of the industry's women wrestlers showcasing the women's division.[53]


	
WWE UK Wrestling Show -[54]
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 Former shows





	
Jerry Springer Too Hot for TV - Jerry Springer[image: External link] hosts this look back at some of WWE's most outrageous and embarrassing moments.

	
WWE Legends' House - A reality television series featuring several WWE legends.

	
The Monday Night War: WWE vs. WCW - A television series about the Monday Night Wars[image: External link].[49]


	
WWE Slam City[image: External link] - An animated series featuring current WWE talent, based on the Mattel[image: External link] toy line of the same name.

	
The WWE List - A fast-paced, interactive series that tallies tweets from the WWE Universe to compile the most unusual lists ever in WWE history.

	
WWE WrestleMania Rewind - The first show named to be part of the network; a retrospective look at WrestleMania's memorable moments.[8][49]


	
WWE Countdown - A top-10 countdown show based on interactive fan polls.[49]


	
WWE Rivalries - A show documenting rivalries in wrestling.

	
Tough Talk - A post-show to Tough Enough[image: External link] hosted by Byron Saxton[image: External link].

	
Legends with JBL - An interview show hosted by John Layfield[image: External link] featuring WWE Legends.[55]


	
WWE Culture Shock - Corey Graves[image: External link] reveals a variety of unique venues, customs, music, food, and people as WWE’s tour travels around the world.

	
WWE Superstar Ink - Corey Graves asks WWE superstars about the meaning behind their tattoos. Also aired on YouTube[image: External link].

	
WWE Breaking Ground - A special look at the WWE Performance Center[image: External link] and what it takes to become a WWE Superstar.
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 Repeat/archival programming




In addition to previous editions of the original programs listed above:


	Virtually every WWE, WCW[image: External link], and ECW[image: External link] pay-per-view event ever produced is available for on-demand streaming.[56] Although WWE promotes the selection as every pay-per-view ever made, a handful of international PPV events have not yet been made available.[57]





	Every episode of Raw (except the episodes aired in the last 30 days)[56]


	Every episode of SmackDown (except the episodes aired in the last 30 days)

	Every episode of WWE Tribute to the Troops[image: External link]


	Every WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] induction ceremony

	Every episode of Saturday Night's Main Event[image: External link] and WWF The Main Event[image: External link]


	Every episode of ECW Hardcore TV[image: External link]


	Every episode of ECW on TNN[image: External link]


	Every episode of WCW[image: External link] Clash of the Champions[image: External link]


	Every episode of WCW Monday Nitro[image: External link]


	Every episode of Tuesday Night Titans[image: External link] with the exception of episode 31


	Every episode of seasons 1-5 of Total Divas[image: External link]


	Every episode of season 1 of Total Bellas[image: External link]


	Every episode of WWE Tough Enough[image: External link]





	Select episodes of WWE Superstars[image: External link] from 2014–2016

	Select episodes of WWF Prime Time Wrestling[image: External link] from 1986–1989

	Select WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link] programming.

	Select episodes of AWA Championship Wrestling[image: External link] from 1986–1988

	Select episodes of Global Wrestling Federation[image: External link] from 1990–1992

	Select episodes of Mid-South Wrestling[image: External link] from 1981–1986

	Select episodes of Smoky Mountain Wrestling[image: External link] from 1994

	Select episodes of WCW Saturday Night[image: External link] from 1985 to 1989

	Select episodes of World Class Championship Wrestling[image: External link] from 1982–1983 and 1985–1987



Additional content from WWE Libraries[image: External link], which has a library of over 100,000 hours of programming, will be added over time.[58]
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 Removed content





	Hulk Hogan's Rock 'n' Wrestling[image: External link]

	Stampede Wrestling[image: External link]

	
As Seen On YouTube - The best of WWE's YouTube content.

	
WWE Quick Hits - A monthly show with extra short clips from various DVDs & WWE Network shows.



Although the United States parental guidelines[image: External link] rating system rates most weekly WWE television programs TV-PG, the WWE Network broadcasts a wider range of content. A parental controls[image: External link] block is available and content rated TV-14 and TV-MA are preceded by an advisory warning. The network airs footage featuring Chris Benoit[image: External link], but a general advisory warning is displayed before each airing; it marks the first major airing of Benoit footage or even mention of Benoit in said footage since his murder-suicide in 2007[image: External link].[59] However, the Benoit tribute episode of Raw is replaced with the episode that aired internationally, a recap of championship matches. Over the Edge 1999[image: External link], infamous for Owen Hart[image: External link]'s death at the event, is also available for the first time since its original air date; however, some portions of the event have been edited out of respect to the Hart family[image: External link].[60] Matches called with Jesse Ventura[image: External link] on commentary, which have previously been dubbed over due to a 1991 lawsuit[image: External link], air with the original commentary.[56]

While the network promoted on-demand airings as being unedited, some instances of expletives[image: External link], gestures, and all nudity[image: External link] are censored. Many programs were digitized for WWE 24/7 prior to the 2012 settlement with the World Wide Fund for Nature[image: External link], and thus the "WWF" and the "WWF scratch" logo are censored in some instances.[61][62] Some original music has been dubbed over with alternate tracks such as the original intro music to Saturday Night's Main Event (May 1985 - Jan 1988 episodes) which originally played " Obsession[image: External link]" by Animotion[image: External link].[63]

At launch, all but one of New Jack[image: External link]'s matches were removed from ECW pay-per-views, as was his surprise return at Heat Wave 1998[image: External link], due to a combination of musical rights issues over his entrance music and the inability to remove the music without losing the original commentary audio. The deleted matches were eventually reinstated with replacement music and newly recorded Joey Styles[image: External link] commentary.[64] Several pay-per-views are copies of their condensed home video releases, rather than the live versions, and so are missing matches.[65]
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 Impact on PPV industry




In an interview with Time[image: External link], Michelle D. Wilson, chief revenue and marketing officer for WWE, stated their reason for bypassing cable companies and instead only offering the WWE Network online: "Digital over-the-top offerings[image: External link] represent the future, and given that our passionate fans consume five times more online video content than non-WWE viewers and over-index for purchasing online subscriptions such as Netflix[image: External link] and Hulu Plus[image: External link], we believe the time is now for a WWE Network."[66]

In response to the announcement, DirecTV[image: External link] issued a statement saying that they are re-evaluating whether to continue carrying WWE's pay-per-view events. Due to the fact that these events would also be available on the WWE Network once it launches, it might reduce the number of pay-per-view purchases via cable and satellite providers. Vince McMahon suggested that pay-TV operators would ultimately decide to continue to carry WWE's pay-per-view events, given that providers keep a significant share of each purchase, and incur minimal costs (apart from WWE's share of the fee for each purchase) to carry the events: "It's found money for them."[67] DirecTV later quietly dropped carriage of WWE PPVs. In response, WWE said, "Yes, DIRECTV has decided to stop offering our PPV's residentially and commercially. The only other option would be to work through the local cable provider." [68]

On February 19, 2014, Dish Network[image: External link] announced that they would carry WWE pay-per-views on an event by event basis, beginning with Elimination Chamber[image: External link]. Dish Network later released a statement saying, "Dish will not offer the ‘WWE Elimination Chamber’ PPV on 2/23. WWE is not willing to adjust their PPV costs to satellite and cable companies, which is unfair to their customers. We need to re-focus our efforts to support partners that better serve Dish customers."[69] Dish later made a decision to air WrestleMania XXX[image: External link].[70]
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 Advertising




In October 2014, it was reported Mattel[image: External link], Kmart[image: External link], and Pepsi[image: External link] would begin advertising on the network starting the week of October 13. Wilson stated that although no commercial breaks will occur during scheduled programming, 30 second adverts would run in between shows, and that one 15 or 30-second advert would be shown prior to every fourth stream for on-demand content.[71][72]
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 See also





	List of WWE Network events

	New Japan Pro Wrestling World[image: External link]

	DDT Universe[image: External link]

	UFC Fight Pass[image: External link]

	WWE Classics on Demand[image: External link]

	WWE Network (Canada)[image: External link]

	WWNLive[image: External link]
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WrestleMania 32






WrestleMania 32 was the thirty-second annual WrestleMania professional wrestling pay-per-view event produced by WWE. It took place on April 3, 2016, at the AT&T Stadium[image: External link] in Arlington, Texas[image: External link].[4]

Twelve matches were contested at the event (including three matches on the pre-show). Four matches were particularly considered to be the marquee attractions.[5][6][7][8] In the main event, Roman Reigns defeated Triple H to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, while Shane McMahon (in his first match since 2009) lost to The Undertaker in a Hell in a Cell match[image: External link], Brock Lesnar[image: External link] defeated Dean Ambrose in a No Holds Barred Street Fight, and Charlotte won the newly instated WWE Women's Championship (which replaced the retired Divas Championship[image: External link]) in a triple threat match[image: External link] over Becky Lynch and Sasha Banks. The event was also notable for having the shortest WrestleMania match ever, when The Rock[image: External link] beat Erick Rowan[image: External link], in an impromptu match, the unannounced appearance of John Cena, and the André the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, which included the surprise participation of NBA[image: External link] legend Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] and was won by NXT call-up Baron Corbin in his main roster debut.

According to WWE, WrestleMania 32 set multiple records for the company;[1] including grossing $17.3 million and an claimed attendance record of 101,763.[1][9] Wrestling journalist Dave Meltzer disputed WWE's attendance figure, claiming an attendance of 93,730 which was still a WWE record.[2] WWE Chairman Vince McMahon later admitted the attendance record "wasn't 101,000 paid" as it included "ushers and ticket takers and all of that".[3]

Despite its commercial success, critics gave mixed reviews for WrestleMania 32 and rated it as worse than the NXT TakeOver: Dallas event WWE held two days prior. The main event title match drew criticism and also resulted in negative and angry crowd reactions.[10]
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WrestleMania is considered WWE's flagship event,[11] having been described as the Super Bowl[image: External link] of sports entertainment[image: External link].[12]

The event was the third WrestleMania to be held in the state of Texas, after 2001[image: External link] and 2009[image: External link], and the first to take place in the Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex[image: External link] area.[13] The ticket sales went on dated on November 6, 2015, with individual tickets costing $18 to $1,180.[14] On October 13, 2015, traveling packages with accommodation ranging from $[image: External link]575 to $6,625 per person were sold.[14] Dave Meltzer of the Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link] reported that WrestleMania 32 has broken the WWE's record for most tickets sold with at least 84,000 tickets sold.[15] Forbes[image: External link] speculated that WrestleMania 32 could break the WWE attendance record of 93,173 set at WrestleMania III[image: External link] at the Pontiac Silverdome[image: External link] in Pontiac, Michigan[image: External link]. This record stood as the highest attendance for any indoor event until the 2010 NBA All-Star Game[image: External link], also held at AT&T Stadium, drew 108,713.[16] However, Dave Meltzer reported that the actual WWE attendance record before WrestleMania 32 was the 1992 SummerSlam's[image: External link] 79,127, and that WrestleMania III's actual attendance was around 78,000.[2]

The five official theme songs for the event were "My House[image: External link]" (by Flo Rida[image: External link]), "Hello Friday[image: External link]" (by Flo Rida featuring Jason Derulo[image: External link]), "Hail to the King[image: External link]" (by Avenged Sevenfold[image: External link]), "Sympathy for the Devil[image: External link]" (by Motörhead[image: External link]), and "Oh No" (by Goodbye June).[17] On March 21, 2016, it was announced that the American girl group[image: External link] Fifth Harmony[image: External link] will be performing the "America the Beautiful", during the WrestleMania kickoff pre-show.[18]

WWE had been hobbled by real-life injuries to the wrestlers on its roster, rendering them unable to wrestle at WrestleMania 32. The injured list at the time included John Cena, Seth Rollins[image: External link], Randy Orton[image: External link], Cesaro, Neville[image: External link], and Luke Harper[image: External link]. Meanwhile, Sting[image: External link], Nikki Bella[image: External link], and Tyson Kidd[image: External link] suffered neck injuries, with Kidd barely avoiding paralysis or death and Sting being forced to retire.[19] Daniel Bryan[image: External link] was also forced to retire due to severe concussions.[20] David Shoemaker, writing for ESPN[image: External link], described that "it seems as if the talent left off the match lineup could sell more tickets than the one currently on it." Shoemaker also theorized possible reasons for injuries being firstly "WWE's grueling schedule", and secondly "the travel, the exhaustion, the lack of an offseason[image: External link]".[21]

In March 2016, CNET[image: External link] wrote that WrestleMania 32 would see the culmination of "the biggest story in WWE", which is "establishing Roman Reigns as the top babyface[image: External link]". WWE's attempts to get Reigns[image: External link] the "level of recognition" of name like Hulk Hogan[image: External link], Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], The Rock[image: External link] and John Cena met its "toughest opponent" in the wrestling audience which started a "fan rebellion" in opposition to WWE's support of Reigns, with fans preferring Dean Ambrose instead.[22] COED[image: External link] agreed that Reigns, whom WWE thought "has the most star power and wide-spread appeal", was "being feverishly rejected" with boos by WWE's audience.[13] To combat this trend, WWE has taken measures including muting booing crowds and piping in canned[image: External link] cheers during Reigns' appearances in 2016.[23][24] The A.V. Club[image: External link] commented that "WWE has a serious Roman Reigns problem", due to "basically nobody wanting to see Roman Reigns in the main event" of WrestleMania.[25]
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See also: Professional wrestling


The card included twelve matches that resulted from scripted storylines with results predetermined by WWE. Storylines were produced on WWE's weekly television shows, Raw and SmackDown.[26][27]

The storylines[image: External link] leading into WrestleMania 32 were not received well by critics. Jason Powell of Pro Wrestling Dot Net lamented that "the build to WrestleMania has been a creative mess", and that WWE's injury-hit roster does not excuse "sloppy booking or storylines with massive holes and logic gaps".[28] Jeff Hamlin of the Wrestling Observer Newsletter criticized, "There is no momentum for WrestleMania at all. The event sells itself purely on its brand name".[29] Ben Tucker of Pro Wrestling Torch wrote, "Not since WrestleMania 13[image: External link] has WWE's Super Bowl come together in such a bizarre fashion, with WWE making some of the most head-scratching decisions I've seen in ages".[30] Kyle Fowle of The A.V. Club[image: External link] declared that WWE's "ship is headed straight for the rocks", and in particular "the [WWE] World Heavyweight Championship feud is a disaster".[31]

At Survivor Series[image: External link], Roman Reigns won the tournament for the vacant WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link].[32] Reigns had earlier refused offers by Triple H to join The Authority, which would have automatically placed him in the tournament finals,[33] but Reigns fought in the whole tournament and after his victory, he speared[image: External link] Triple H, who tried to congratulate him. Sheamus[image: External link] then cashed in his Money in the Bank contract[image: External link] after a Brogue Kick and won the title.[32][34] Triple H gave Reigns a title rematch at TLC: Tables, Ladders and Chairs[image: External link],[35] where Reigns lost when Alberto Del Rio[image: External link] and Rusev[image: External link] interefered. Post-match, a chair-wielding Reigns attacked Sheamus, Del Rio, Rusev, and then Triple H, who came out to calm Reigns down.[36] The next night on the December 14 episode of Raw, WWE chairman Mr. McMahon arranged a title vs. career match[image: External link] between Reigns and Sheamus, which Reigns won to regain the title.[37] After Reigns won yet another title rematch against Sheamus, Vince decreed that Reigns had to defend his title in the annual 30-man Royal Rumble match[image: External link] at the Royal Rumble,[38] where Triple H returned as the #30 entrant, eliminating Reigns en route to winning the title.[39] After evaluating each wrestler's performance on the January 25 episode of Raw, The Authority set up the main event of Fastlane,[40] where Reigns defeated Dean Ambrose and Brock Lesnar[image: External link] in a triple threat match[image: External link] to face Triple H for the title at Wrestlemania.[41] The following night on Raw, Triple H attacked Reigns during the latter's match against Sheamus and beat a bloodied Reigns and executed a Pedigree[image: External link] on Reigns onto the steel steps.[42] With Reigns absent due to a storyline injury[image: External link], Triple H accepted Ambrose's title challenge and defeated Ambrose to retain the title at Roadblock on March 12.[43][44][45] On the next Raw, after Triple H beat Dolph Ziggler, a returning Reigns assaulted Triple H, referees and security staff.[25][46] The next week, Reigns conducted another attack, this time while Triple H was picking his wife up from work.[47] The final Raw before WrestleMania ended with Triple H and Reigns being separated by other wrestlers after brawling.[48]

On the February 22 episode of Raw, Mr. McMahon presented the "Vincent J. McMahon[image: External link] Legacy of Excellence" Award to his daughter Stephanie McMahon. As Stephanie was about to do the acceptance speech about the award given to her, Shane McMahon returned to WWE for the first time since 2009, to confront his father and sister in regards to his role in the company. Vince then made a deal with Shane that he would gain control of Raw if he could win a match of his choosing[42] but would relinquish a lockbox of Vince's secrets if he lost.[49] After Shane accepted, Vince named The Undertaker as his opponent and made the match a Hell in a Cell match;[42] Shane's last match was in May 2009.[50] The following week, Undertaker returned to Raw and said that Shane's blood would be on Vince's hands, not his.[43] On the March 14 episode of Raw, Shane questioned The Undertaker's loyalty to Vince and insulted him for being one of Vince's "puppets" and also his "bitch". In the subsequent brawl, Undertaker attacked Shane with a chokeslam[image: External link] and then tried to attack Vince, but the latter got away.[46][51] The following week on Raw, Vince stated that if The Undertaker did not win, it would be his last WrestleMania.[47] Undertaker and Shane then confronted each other on the last Raw before WrestleMania and brawled, which ended with Shane putting Undertaker through a broadcast table with a Leap of Faith[image: External link], but Undertaker quickly recovered and taunted Shane.[48] The storyline never explained why Undertaker would wrestle in a Hell in a Cell match to help Vince against Shane, given the lack of an alliance between Vince and Undertaker.[52]

During the triple threat match at Fastlane, Brock Lesnar had Roman Reigns in the kimura lock[image: External link] submission hold, and at last minute, Dean Ambrose hit Lesnar with a chair; this incapacitated Lesnar long enough for Reigns to beat Ambrose.[41] The next day before Raw aired, Lesnar attacked Ambrose as he arrived at the Joe Louis Arena[image: External link] and Ambrose was taken to the hospital in an ambulance. On Raw, Paul Heyman[image: External link] issued a challenge to anyone on the roster to face Lesnar at WrestleMania. Ambrose returned in the ambulance to challenge Lesnar to a No Holds Barred Street Fight[image: External link]; Heyman accepted on Lesnar's behalf.[42] On the March 14 episode of Raw, hardcore[image: External link] legend Mick Foley[image: External link] gave Ambrose his signature barbed wire baseball bat.[46] The next week on Raw, another hardcore legend, Terry Funk[image: External link], gave Ambrose a chainsaw.[47] On the March 24 episode of SmackDown, Lesnar challenged Ambrose to a fight, but instead The Wyatt Family entered. When The Wyatt Family was about to attack Lesnar, Ambrose came with a kendo stick and all five men brawled. The brawl ended with Lesnar giving an F-5[image: External link] to Ambrose.[53] On the next Raw, while Heyman cut an in-ring promo on Lesnar, Ambrose came down to the ring and put several weapons inside his wagon before leaving.[48]

After defeating Becky Lynch controversially at the Royal Rumble to retain her WWE Divas Championship[image: External link], Charlotte was ambushed by a returning Sasha Banks.[39] At Fastlane, Charlotte retained the Divas Title against Brie Bella[image: External link], while Lynch and Banks defeated Team B.A.D.[image: External link] ( Naomi[image: External link] and Tamina[image: External link]) in a tag team match[image: External link].[41] The next night after Lynch and Banks' match on Raw, Charlotte told them that one of them would face her at WrestleMania for the title.[42] On the February 29 episode of Raw, Lynch and Banks fought in a No. 1 Contender's match, but the match ended in a double pin[image: External link].[43] A rematch on the next episode of SmackDown ended in a no contest[image: External link] when Charlotte attacked both women. Subsequently, Charlotte was scheduled to defend her title against both ladies in a triple threat match at WrestleMania.[54] On the WrestleMania kickoff pre-show, WWE Hall of Famer Lita[image: External link] said that the Divas Championship would be retired and that the winner of the triple threat match would be crowned the new WWE Women's Champion.

On the March 17 episode of SmackDown, Heath Slater, Curtis Axel, Adam Rose[image: External link] and Bo Dallas[image: External link] announced their participation in the André the Giant Memorial[image: External link] battle royal[image: External link].[55] On the March 21 episode of Raw, last year's winner Big Show[image: External link] and Kane[image: External link] were added to the match,[47] before Tyler Breeze[image: External link] on the March 25 episode of SmackDown.[56] and Darren Young[image: External link], Damien Sandow[image: External link], Fandango, Goldust, Jack Swagger[image: External link], Konnor[image: External link], Mark Henry[image: External link], R-Truth[image: External link] and Viktor[image: External link] on the next episode of Raw.[48]

On the February 8 episode of Raw, after defeating The New Day and Mark Henry in a tag team tables match[image: External link], The Dudley Boyz turned[image: External link] heel[image: External link] and betrayed their teammates The Usos.[57] Explaining that they did not come back to WWE to be a "nostalgia act" and reminding the fans that they are "the baddest tag team on the planet", The Dudley Boyz abandoned using their trademark tables. In the following weeks, The Usos saved wrestlers from post-match beatdowns by The Dudley Boyz, setting up a tag team match between the two teams for the event. The match was later moved to the WrestleMania 32 Kickoff pre-show.[58]

During the 'Cutting Edge Peep Show at Fastlane, WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day showed signs of a face[image: External link] turn by mocking The League of Nations[image: External link].[41] Over the next few weeks, The New Day continued to mock The League of Nations in backstage segments. At Roadblock, The New Day retained the WWE Tag Team Championship against League of Nations members Sheamus and King Barrett[image: External link].[45] The New Day then defeated fellow League of Nations members Alberto Del Rio and Rusev the following night on Raw to retain the championship, causing The League of Nations to attack The New Day during the post-match and turning The New Day face,[46] leading to a six-man tag team match[image: External link] between Sheamus, Alberto Del Rio and Rusev and The New Day at WrestleMania.

After walking out on Big Show and Kane during their six-man tag team rematch against The Wyatt Family, causing them to lose, on the February 22 episode of Raw, Ryback became more aggressive by defeating his opponents in squash[image: External link] matches. On March 14 episode of Raw, after defeating Sin Cara[image: External link], Ryback challenged United States Champion Kalisto to a match for the United States Championship at WrestleMania,[46] which Kalisto accepted two days later in an interview with Michael Cole[image: External link]. The match was later moved to the WrestleMania 32 Kickoff pre-show.

After weeks of feuding between each other, The Miz, Dolph Ziggler, and Sami Zayn confronted Intercontinental Champion Kevin Owens on the March 21 episode of Raw and challenged him for the title. Owens agreed to talk to The Authority about setting up a #1 contender triple threat match for a shot at his title, but the match instead included Zack Ryder, Sin Cara, and Stardust[image: External link]. Miz, Ziggler and Zayn all interfered in the match, which ended in no contest. Stephanie McMahon then set up a ladder match for the title at WrestleMania, with Owens defending the title against all six competitors.[47]

After AJ Styles defeated Chris Jericho at Fastlane,[41] both men in respect and formed a tag team[image: External link] known as "Y2AJ" and dominated the tag team division by defeating champions The New Day in two consecutive matches, leading to Y2AJ challenging them to a match for the WWE Tag Team Championship.[42][43] However, Y2AJ failed to win the championship against The New Day on March 7 episode of Raw after Jericho was pinned by Big E. After the match, Jericho attacked Styles with three Codebreakers[image: External link] and shoved their Y2AJ shirt down his mouth, turning heel in the process.[59] Jericho stated that he was tired of the fans chanting for Styles and not him. On the March 21 episode of Raw, during Jericho's match with Fandango, Styles distracted Jericho by chanting "Y2Jackass" at him, but Jericho won the match despite the distraction.[47] Styles then challenged Jericho to a match at WrestleMania which Jericho refused, stating he would rather sit with the crowd at WrestleMania rather than face him.[60] On the March 28 episode of Raw, during Jericho's match with Zack Ryder, Styles once again distracted Jericho by chanting "Y2Jackass" with the crowd while at ringside, causing Ryder to beat Jericho. Angered by this humiliation, Jericho accepted Styles's challenge, but warned him that WrestleMania 32 would be his first and last WrestleMania.[48]

On the March 14 episode of Raw, Lana[image: External link] allied with Team B.A.D.[image: External link] ( Naomi[image: External link] and Tamina[image: External link]) by helping them defeat Brie Bella and Alicia Fox[image: External link].[46] Lana then attacked Paige[image: External link] after the latter's victory over Summer Rae[image: External link] two days later on Main Event[image: External link].[61] On the following episode of Main Event, during a match between Paige and Naomi, Rae and Emma[image: External link] attacked Fox and Natalya[image: External link] (in Paige's corner at ringside), allowing Naomi to win.[62] On the March 28 episode of Raw, Emma (accompanied by Naomi, Tamina, Lana and Rae) defeated Paige (accompanied by Brie, Fox and Natalya). Following the match, Eva Marie[image: External link] allied with Brie, Paige, Fox and Natalya. Subsequently, a 10-Diva tag team match[image: External link] between the two teams was scheduled for the WrestleMania 32 Kickoff pre-show.[48]
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The two-hour WrestleMania Kickoff Show was hosted by Renee Young[image: External link], with Booker T[image: External link], Corey Graves[image: External link], and Lita[image: External link] as analysts, while Tom Phillips[image: External link] and Cathy Kelley[image: External link] served as social media[image: External link] correspondents.

Michael Cole[image: External link], John "Bradshaw" Layfield[image: External link] (main show), Mauro Ranallo[image: External link], Jerry "The King" Lawler[image: External link] (pre-show), and Byron Saxton[image: External link] (all matches) served as the English commentators, while Spanish, German, French, Italian, Russian, Portuguese, and Japanese commentators also called the matches live at the stadium. Lilian Garcia[image: External link] and Eden Stiles[image: External link] served as the ring announcers.
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See also: List of celebrities involved with WrestleMania[image: External link]


As is tradition at WrestleMania, the show included the appearances by numerous celebrity guests. Fifth Harmony, who performed "America the Beautiful" at the start of Wrestlemania 32, E! News[image: External link] hostess Maria Menounos[image: External link] served as a backstage interviewer, and Snoop Dogg[image: External link] - who the night before was inducted into the celebrity wing of the WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] - performed a live version for his cousin Sasha Banks' entrance theme as he accompanied her to the ring for her match.

Former long time Good Morning America[image: External link] co-host Joan Lunden[image: External link] was recognized as part of the 2016's WWE Hall of Fame class, as she won the Warrior Award[image: External link] for her public battle with breast cancer[image: External link]. NBA[image: External link] great Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] was a surprise participant in the André the Giant Memorial Battle Royal, eliminating Damien Sandow[image: External link] and having a standoff with fellow seven-footer Big Show[image: External link] before both of these two were eliminated by about ten other wrestlers, before Baron Corbin eliminated Kane to win the battle royal. The Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders[image: External link] then made an appearance, as they were part of The Rock's grand entrance to the ring.
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Three matches were contested on the two-hour long kickoff pre-show, which was broadcast on the WWE Network, WWE.com, Facebook[image: External link], Google+[image: External link], Pinterest[image: External link], and YouTube[image: External link], with USA Network[image: External link] joining the live coverage for the second hour.

In the first match, Kalisto defended the United States Championship against Ryback. Kalisto won after executing a Salida Del Sol on Ryback, who had collided with an exposed turnbuckle.

In the second match, a 10-Diva tag team match pitted Team Total Divas[image: External link] against Team B.A.D. & Blonde[image: External link]. Brie Bella[image: External link] won the match for Team Total Divas by making Naomi[image: External link] submit to the Yes! Lock. Nikki Bella[image: External link], who was inactive due to a neck injury, came out to celebrate with her sister and the rest of the team.

Next, WWE Hall of Famer[image: External link] Lita[image: External link] introduced a new WWE Women's Championship to replace the WWE Divas Championship[image: External link], and revealed that the winner of the triple threat match between Charlotte, Becky Lynch and Sasha Banks later that night would be awarded the title. Finally, The Usos defeated The Dudley Boyz in a tag team match after The Usos performed a double Superkick on D-Von. After the match, The Usos performed Samoan Splashes through tables on The Dudley Boyz.
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The actual pay-per-view opened with a seven-man ladder match for the Intercontinental Championship. Stardust[image: External link] used a black ladder with yellow polka dots to tribute his late father Dusty Rhodes[image: External link], but that ladder was disposed of by Kevin Owens. Mid-match, Dolph Ziggler executed a series of superkicks[image: External link], while Zack Ryder performed a Elbro Drop[image: External link] off a ladder onto The Miz. In the end, Owens powerbombed[image: External link] Ziggler off a ladder, then caused Sin Cara[image: External link] to fall off a ladder onto Stardust, who was lying on a ladder bridged between the ring apron and barricade. Owen's rival Sami Zayn took out Owens with a half and half suplex[image: External link] onto a ladder, and was in turn incapacitated by the Miz. Premature celebrations by the Miz allowed Ryder to shove him off a ladder and retrieve the belt to win the match. Post-match, Ryder's father joined Ryder in the ring for a celebration.

Next, Chris Jericho took on AJ Styles. After an evenly contested match (which saw Styles kick out of Jericho's Codebreaker, and Jericho kick out of Styles' Styles Clash), Jericho hid behind the referee and countered Styles' Phenomenal Forearm into a mid-air Codebreaker to score the pinfall victory.

WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day (Big E[image: External link], Kofi Kingston[image: External link], and Xavier Woods[image: External link]) (who entered by coming out of a huge "Booty-O's" cereal box, while wearing Dragon Ball Z[image: External link]-inspired attire)[63] then wrestled The League of Nations[image: External link] ( Sheamus[image: External link], Alberto Del Rio[image: External link], and Rusev[image: External link]) in a six-man tag team match, with League teammate King Barrett[image: External link] at ringside. The League of Nations won the match following a Bull Hammer by Barrett to Woods when the referee was distracted and a Brogue Kick by Sheamus on Woods. After the match, Barrett bragged that no three men could beat the League of Nations. WWE Hall of Famers[image: External link] Shawn Michaels[image: External link], Mick Foley[image: External link], and Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], then came down and cleared the ring of The League of Nations. Austin then performed a Stunner on Woods, who had tried to persuade the Hall of Famers to dance with him.

Next was the No Holds Barred Street Fight between Brock Lesnar[image: External link] and Dean Ambrose. Lesnar execute a total of thirteen suplexes on Ambrose, while Ambrose used kendo sticks and chairs to try to keep Lesnar down (Ambrose also attempted to use a chainsaw, which did not start). After Ambrose threw numerous chairs in the ring, he brought in a barbed wire wrapped baseball bat to finish Lesnar off, but Lesnar delivered a german suplex to Ambrose, and executed an F5 on the pile of chairs to win the match. Afterwards, Lesnar sprayed the fire extinguisher on Ambrose.

After the 2016 WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] class had been presented, Charlotte, Becky Lynch, and Sasha Banks (who had her cousin and newly-minted WWE Hall of Famer Snoop Dogg[image: External link] perform her entrance theme while accompanying her to the ring) wrestled in a Triple Threat match. Originally promoted as being for Charlotte's WWE Divas Championship[image: External link], the match would instead determine the new WWE Women's Champion as the Divas title would be retired. The ending saw Lynch execute a fisherman suplex from the top rope on Charlotte, who rolled to the floor. Banks then applied the Bank Statement on Lynch but Charlotte threw Banks out of the ring. Charlotte applied the Figure-Eight Leglock on Lynch while Ric Flair (Charlotte's father and manager) prevented Banks from intervening. Lynch submitted, giving the win and the WWE Women's title to Charlotte.

The Hell in a Cell match[image: External link] between The Undertaker and Shane McMahon was next. If Shane won, he would get control of Raw, while Undertaker would be banned from wrestling at future WrestleManias. Though Undertaker dominated the bulk of the match, McMahon fought back, finally getting an advantage by reversing Hell's Gate into a Sharpshooter. McMahon then placed a garbage can in front of Undertaker's chest and performed a Coast-to-Coast for a near-fall. Undertaker tackled McMahon through the side of the cell, and the two fought on the floor around ringside. After Undertaker countered a Sleeper Hold by slamming McMahon through a broadcast table, McMahon struck Undertaker with TV monitors and a metal toolbox to keep him down, and placed him across another broadcast table. McMahon then climbed to the top of the cell and attempted an elbow drop onto Undertaker, who moved, causing McMahon to crash through the broadcast table. Though McMahon motioned for Undertaker to "bring it", he had no strength left to fight. Undertaker executed a Tombstone piledriver to win the match. McMahon was taken out of the stadium on a stretcher (while showing a thumbs-up to the crowd) while Undertaker walked and smiled.

The André the Giant Memorial Battle Royal saw several surprise entrants in the match, including legends[image: External link] Diamond Dallas Page[image: External link] and Tatanka[image: External link], NXT call-up Baron Corbin making his main roster debut and NBA[image: External link] legend Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link] as a celebrity entry. O'Neal and Big Show[image: External link] double chokeslammed Kane[image: External link] to start and the other wrestlers were then thrown aside (though not eliminated) by the two. After Fandango and Damien Sandow[image: External link] were eliminated by Show and O'Neal respectively, the two fought to the ropes, where the other participants eliminated them both. In the end, Corbin won the match by last eliminating Kane.

The Rock[image: External link] then made a grand entrance, which included the Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders[image: External link] and Rock using a flamethrower to set a big sign bearing his name ablaze. Rock announced that WrestleMania 32 had set the all-time attendance record with 101,763, when he was confronted by The Wyatt Family. After some verbal back-and-forth, Rock (who had his ring gear on underneath his street clothes) challenged them to a match. Wyatt Family member Erick Rowan[image: External link] accepted the challenge and was quickly defeated following a Rock Bottom. WWE recognized the match length as six seconds, though other sources reported seven seconds. This set a new WrestleMania record for the shortest match, besting the previous record (11 seconds) set by Kane[image: External link] and Chavo Guererro[image: External link]'s match at WrestleMania XXIV[image: External link].[64][65][66] Enraged by this quick victory, the entire Wyatt Family then surrounded the Rock when surprisingly John Cena emerged and helped Rock clear the ring of the Wyatts.[67] The segment ended when Rock and Cena walked up the ramp and Rock hugged his family before raising Cena's arm.
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In the main event, Triple H defended the WWE World Heavyweight Championship against Roman Reigns. The champion was introduced by his costumed wife Stephanie McMahon, who in a Game of Thrones[image: External link] style speech[67] insulted the audience for their "pathetic lives" and commanded all to bow to Triple H, who then made his grand entrance followed by Stephanie and a group of masked men dressed in black with replica world title belts. After that, Reigns, the challenger, made his way down the entrance ramp to the ring.

After Reigns took control of the match, Stephanie distracted the referee, allowing Triple H to hit a low blow and target Reigns' nose. Reigns managed to Spear on Triple H through the barricade. Triple H targeted Reigns' left arm but Reigns recovered and speared him again only for Stephanie pulled the referee out of the ring, voiding the pinfall. Stephanie entered the ring to argue with the referee, and was inadvertently struck by Reigns' spear when Triple H avoided Reigns. Triple H executed a Pedigree on Reigns for a near-fall. Stephanie then handed Triple H his trademark sledgehammer but the referee warned him that he'd be disqualified if he used it. Reigns executed two Superman Punches on Triple H, dodged a sledgehammer shot, and executed a third spear to win the championship for a third time. A wide array of celebratory fireworks was released.
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As predicted by multiple critics before the event,[68][69][70] Reigns (despite playing a heroic character) was booed by the WrestleMania crowd during the main event and as the show went off the air with him as champion,[10][66] with the result drawing angry reactions. To placate the angry crowd, WWE had Triple H play to the crowd after broadcasting had concluded.[10] The main event also saw the disinterested crowd chanting for various wrestlers uninvolved in the match or storyline: Sami Zayn, Bayley[image: External link], and Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link].[66] Several reports emerged of WWE muting the crowd microphones at WrestleMania during and after the main event when Reigns was being booed.[71][72][73]

Reportedly, some attendees were unhappy about the entrance into AT&T Stadium, which they described as long and messy.[74] On the post-WrestleMania Raw, also held in Dallas but a day later, Vince McMahon asked the live crowd what they thought of WrestleMania 32. The crowd responded by booing and then booed even louder when Vince mentioned Reigns as the new world champion.[75]
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 Attendance and revenue




On the day of the event, WWE claimed an attendance of 101,763[9] in the AT&T Stadium, which surpassed the previous WWE-claimed record[image: External link] of 93,173 for WrestleMania III[image: External link] in 1987. Also, WWE reported the event grossing $17.3 million for WWE's highest grossing live event, and surpassing the previous year's $12.6 million.[9][76] However, journalist Dave Meltzer reported 93,730 as "the attendance as would be normally announced for an event" with a total 97,769 people in the stadium if one includes stadium personnel, WWE personnel, etc. Meltzer attributed the exaggeration due to WWE not wanting to let down their fans after WWE's promoting "from the start of drawing 100,000 people" to WrestleMania 32. The 93,730 figure would still be WWE's highest attended event, as according to Meltzer the previous record was the 1992 SummerSlam event[image: External link] at 79,127, while WrestleMania III did "more than 78,000".[2] Meanwhile, Meltzer endorsed the grossing figure as "either accurate or very close".[77]

In a conference call[image: External link] in February 2017, WWE Chairman Vince McMahon said, "We were proud to set our attendance record of over 100,000, which includes, by the way, ushers and ticket takers and all of that. It wasn't 101,000 paid, but nonetheless, it was a record for us."[3]
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 Reviews




WrestleMania 32 received generally mixed reactions[78][79][80] from critics, who criticized the event for its length and questionable booking decisions. Critics who reviewed both WrestleMania 32 and WWE's NXT TakeOver: Dallas event which occurred two days earlier concluded that the NXT event was a greatly superior "professional wrestling show" despite WrestleMania having more "spectacle"; also NXT's match of (the debuting) Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] versus Sami Zayn was praised as better than any moment or match from WrestleMania 32.[81][82][83]

Troy L. Smith of cleveland.com[image: External link] wrote that "WrestleMania 32 was a night that defied low expectations, thanks in large part a ton of WWE nostalgia", but added that "some of that early goodwill was squandered by odd booking decisions". Smith felt that the main event was "extremely boring – one of the worst main events ever at WrestleMania", with the ending saw "WWE found itself stuck in a moment it couldn't get out of with more boos than cheers". Ultimately, Smith concluded that "WrestleMania 32 proves Zack Ryder (or anyone) is better than Roman Reigns".[84]

Paul Tamburro of CraveOnline[image: External link] wrote that the show was characterized by "inexplicable booking decisions that actively undermined all storyline progression", adding that "WWE routinely swerved its fans with finishes to matches that were less exciting than what had been expected". He decried the main event as a "dull, slow-paced match" and described Reigns' babyface push[image: External link] as "absurd" and "an embarrassing failed experiment for the company", with "the crowd still being given no reason to feel anything for the guy outside of sheer ambivalence or venomous hatred". Tamburro was also critical of the Shane McMahon–Undertaker match, which he described as "thoroughly pointless", and of the booking[image: External link] of Dean Ambrose, writing that "him losing to Lesnar in such a disappointing manner puts a big dent in his value". He had further criticism for the company's over-reliance on past stars, writing that "while the implementation of these big names was a lot of fun, it still happened to the detriment of talent currently on the roster". In contrast, Tamburro praised the Women's Championship match, calling it "triumphant", and described Zack Ryder's unexpected win as "the feel-good moment of the show".[85]

James Caldwell of Pro Wrestling Torch described the event as a "weird show". He rated the main event match 1.5 stars out of 5, questioning why "anyone wanted to sit through this long of a main event" and criticizing "the egos of the McMahon family" for booking the match. Caldwell went on to describe Reigns as "a pet project that would be laughed out of this spot in any other era". Caldwell chose not to rate the Hell in a Cell match, describing it as a "weird deal" with "Shane McMahon, a non-wrestler against Undertaker in one of Taker’s last WrestleMania matches". The women's title match was rated 3 stars, "strong" other than the finish, which puzzled Caldwell when apparently "Mania isn't a big enough event to pay off Flair's repeated interference with the face(s) conquering".[86]

Nolan Howell of Canoe Sports described the show as "absurdly bizarre. Strange booking decisions and nothing seemed to be resolved at all, aside from the impromptu Shane vs. Undertaker story which could have been tied up any time". Howell wrote that while "the match quality was fine", the show was "spectacle without a lot of substance". He described the second half of the show as a "train wreck creatively", adding that "WWE just can't do anything right really". Howell described the Women's Championship match as the match of the night.[72]

Dave Scherer of Pro Wrestling Insider commented on responses that WrestleMania 32 was "great", countering that "unless you are putting the framework in place for the future, you will reach a point where most of your assets are gone and you will be in a barren place". This was referencing that "the finishes and character development (or lack thereof)" resulting in older stars (Rock, Austin, Foley, Michaels and Jericho) shining at the expense of newer talent (Styles, The New Day, The League of Nations, and The Wyatt Family). Scherer also criticized Vince McMahon for ignoring the "clear edict" from fans against Roman Reigns as world champion.[87]

Scott Keith of Sporting News[image: External link] wrote that WrestleMania 32 "ended up being a five-hour slog (seven hours with pregame show) and one of the worst WrestleManias when all was said and done". He wrote that "Roman Reigns showed once again that he's not the guy to be the top star despite Triple H's best efforts to get a 'classic' match out of him, and the Shane–Undertaker match ended up being a 30-minute snoozefest instead of the chaotic mess that everyone wanted". Keith praised the Women's Championship match and Zack Ryder for having his "WrestleMania moment".[88]

Aaron Oster of Rolling Stone[image: External link] wrote that "fans witnessed a roller-coaster ride that brought the WWE Universe from the highest of highs to the lowest of lows. Before looking at the bad, it's worth pointing out that there was also a lot of good". However, Oster felt that while WrestleMania 31 tried to "cater to disgruntled fans", WrestleMania 32 "felt like a six-hour attempt to piss off that same demo", especially the event's ending, which caused fans to feel "betrayed" after "dream endings" at WrestleMania XXX[image: External link] and 31.[10]

In the 2016 Wrestling Observer Newsletter awards[image: External link], WrestleMania 32 was voted the "Worst Major Wrestling Show[image: External link]" of the year.[89]
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 Aftermath




Despite Shane McMahon failing to gain control of Raw with a loss to the Undertaker at WrestleMania 32, he was awarded control of the next four episodes of Raw anyway post-WrestleMania.[90][91] The post-WrestleMania Raw on April 4 began with Vince McMahon dismissing the crowd as crazy, and bragging how no one had a hold on him since he received the lockbox. Shane McMahon interrupted for a handshake with Vince, then thanked fans. Jealous of Shane supposedly upstaging him with strong fan support, Vince allowed Shane to run Raw that night, as Vince (thinking that Shane would produce a "disaster") wanted to show the world how "ridiculous" it would be.[92] Shane was then allowed to continue controlling Raw until the Payback pay-per-view "due to the overwhelming support of the WWE Universe on social media[image: External link]".[90][91]

Also on the post-WrestleMania Raw, where commentators described the crowd as booing those they should cheer, and cheering those they should boo, new world champion Roman Reigns (repeatedly and heavily booed) declared he was now "the guy" and was ready for title contenders. Four men answered the challenge: Chris Jericho, AJ Styles, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn. The four brawled, ultimately leaving Jericho in the ring, where Reigns attacked him. Shane McMahon then arranged a fatal four-way match[image: External link] between the four to determine the next world title contender. After Owens attacked Zayn backstage with a powerbomb through a table, Zayn was unable to compete, so Shane replaced him with a returning Cesaro in the four-way match. Styles pinned Jericho to win and become number one contender.[92]

Meanwhile, Zack Ryder's reign as the new Intercontinental Champion lasted just one day. On the post-WrestleMania Raw, Ryder was goaded into defending his title against the Miz. During the match, Ryder's father was slapped by Miz's wife, Maryse, in her return to WWE television. This distraction cost Ryder the match and the title.[92]

A ceremony presenting Charlotte with the new WWE Women's Championship occurred on the post-WrestleMania Raw, with WWE Hall of Famer Lita and many of WWE's female wrestlers present in the ring. After Charlotte thanked her father, Ric Flair, and began bragging about her own success, most of the women left the ceremony, leaving Natalya to confront Charlotte and apply her signature Sharpshooter submission.[92]

The post-WrestleMania episode of Raw included Raw debuts of Baron Corbin, Apollo Crews[image: External link], Enzo Amore, and Colin Cassady. Corbin fought Dolph Ziggler to a double count-out, then laid Ziggler out post-match. Meanwhile, Crews defeated Tyler Breeze. Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady debuted by confronting the Dudley Boyz, who had just defeated the Usos in WrestleMania rematch, albeit in a tables match[image: External link].[92]

The New Day defended their WWE Tag Team Championship against Sheamus[image: External link] and King Barrett[image: External link] of The League of Nations[image: External link]. The New Day retained the titles after Kingston gained the pinfall over Barrett. Angered by the loss, the group turned on Barrett, labelling him the group's "weakest link", but were subsequently attacked by The Wyatt Family (Bray Wyatt[image: External link], Erick Rowan[image: External link], and Braun Strowman[image: External link]).

On April 11 episode of Raw, Shane McMahon announced a tag team tournament to decide the number one contender to The New Day's Tag Team Championships. The Dudley Boyz advanced by defeating The Lucha Dragons while The Usos defeated The Social Outcasts to advance. After the match, The Usos were attacked by the debuting Luke Gallows[image: External link] and Karl Anderson who are recognized as two members of the Bullet Club[image: External link] stable in Japan.

After helping Total Divas win their match at WrestleMania, Brie Bella announced that she was taking an extended break from wrestling on April 6, 2016, so that she could focus on starting a family with her retired husband Daniel Bryan[image: External link].[93]

The Wrestling Observer Newsletter reported that post-WrestleMania, Roman Reigns became more "reactive" against hostile crowds when "a camera isn't there to capture it", this included "yelling back and swearing at the vocal ringsiders". This was contrasted with John Cena, who "would laugh and smile at people who booed him."[2] Reigns was again booed at the next pay-per-view, Payback, where he again won in the main event.[94] As soon as broadcasting for that event stopped, Reigns reportedly turned on the crowd, yelling angrily at them.[95] Meanwhile, WWE continued to try to hide the hostile reaction to Reigns, editing a fan sign for a photo on WWE.com for Payback's main event to remove a quote that Reigns "bores".[96]
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 Results






	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[86][97]



	1P
	Kalisto (c) defeated Ryback
	Singles match[image: External link] for the WWE United States Championship[98]
	8:58



	2P
	Team Total Divas[image: External link] (Brie Bella[image: External link], Paige[image: External link], Natalya, Alicia Fox[image: External link], and Eva Marie[image: External link]) defeated Team B.A.D. and Blonde[image: External link] ( Lana[image: External link], Naomi[image: External link], Tamina[image: External link], Emma[image: External link], and Summer Rae[image: External link]) by submission
	10-Diva tag team match[image: External link][99]
	11:25



	3P
	The Usos (Jimmy Uso and Jey Uso) defeated The Dudley Boyz (Bubba Ray Dudley[image: External link] and D-Von Dudley[image: External link])
	Tag team match[image: External link][100]
	5:18



	4
	Zack Ryder defeated Kevin Owens (c), Sami Zayn, Dolph Ziggler, Stardust[image: External link], The Miz, and Sin Cara[image: External link]
	Ladder match for the WWE Intercontinental Championship[101]
	15:23



	5
	Chris Jericho defeated AJ Styles
	Singles match[102]
	17:10



	6
	The League of Nations[image: External link] ( Sheamus[image: External link], Alberto Del Rio[image: External link], and Rusev[image: External link]) (with King Barrett[image: External link]) defeated The New Day (Big E[image: External link], Kofi Kingston[image: External link], and Xavier Woods[image: External link])
	Six-man tag team match[image: External link][103]
	10:03



	7
	Brock Lesnar[image: External link] (with Paul Heyman[image: External link]) defeated Dean Ambrose
	No Holds Barred Street Fight[image: External link][104]
	13:06



	8
	Charlotte[Note 1] (with Ric Flair) defeated Becky Lynch and Sasha Banks
	Triple threat match[image: External link] for the inaugural WWE Women's Championship[105]
	16:03



	9
	The Undertaker defeated Shane McMahon
	Hell in a Cell match

Had Shane won, he would gain control of Raw and Undertaker would be banned from competing at WrestleMania[106]
	30:05



	10
	Baron Corbin won by last eliminating Kane[image: External link][Note 2]
	20-man battle royal[image: External link] for the André the Giant Memorial Trophy[107]
	9:41



	11
	The Rock[image: External link] defeated Erick Rowan[image: External link] (with Bray Wyatt[image: External link] and Braun Strowman[image: External link])
	Singles match[108]
	0:06



	12
	Roman Reigns defeated Triple H (c) (with Stephanie McMahon)
	Singles match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[109]
	27:11



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show











	
^ Charlotte entered the match as Divas Champion[image: External link], but the Divas Title was not on the line. Charlotte was crowned WWE Women's Champion at the conclusion of the match. The Divas Championship was subsequently retired.


	
^ Order of elimination from first eliminated: Fandango, Damien Sandow[image: External link], Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link], Big Show[image: External link], Viktor[image: External link], Diamond Dallas Page[image: External link], Konnor[image: External link], Tatanka[image: External link], Jack Swagger[image: External link], R-Truth[image: External link], Goldust, Curtis Axel, Adam Rose[image: External link], Heath Slater, Tyler Breeze[image: External link], Mark Henry[image: External link], Bo Dallas[image: External link], Darren Young[image: External link], and Kane[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of WWE Network events

	List of WWE pay-per-view events




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c "WrestleMania breaks more records"[image: External link]. WWE. April 7, 2016. Retrieved April 21, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e Meltzer, Dave. "April 11, 2016 Wrestling Observer Newsletter"[image: External link]. f4wonline.com. Wrestling Observer. Retrieved 7 April 2016. The attendance as would be normally announced for an event was 93,730 people, breaking the WWE’s all-time total attendance (paid plus comps) record of 79,127 set at the 1992 SummerSlam show at Wembley Stadium, which barely beat out the 1987 WrestleMania III show which did more than 78,000. The actual number in the building was 97,769. ... the company had pushed the idea from the start of drawing 100,000 people (pretty much insuring they would have to announce a number over that or it would be a disappointment to the fans) ... The WWE announced the number at 101,763, which is the mythical number “for entertainment purposes” as Vince McMahon told me about the difference between real numbers and announced numbers years ago.


	
^ a b c "Edited Transcript of WWE earnings conference call or presentation 9-Feb-17 4:00pm GMT"[image: External link]. Thomson Reuters StreetEvents. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 12 February 2017. Retrieved 12 February 2017.


	
^ "AT&T Stadium to host WrestleMania 32"[image: External link]. WWE. January 20, 2015. Retrieved January 20, 2015.


	
^ AT&T Stadium pic - WM32[image: External link]


	
^ Dean Ambrose's wild ride - CBS Sports.com[image: External link]


	
^ Ambrose vs Lesnar - Pittsburgh Tribune-Review[image: External link]


	
^ WrestleMania 32 T-shirt - Shop WWE[image: External link]


	
^ a b c "WWE sets all-time attendance record"[image: External link]. WWE. April 3, 2016. Retrieved April 4, 2016.


	
^ a b c d Oster, Aaron. "Ringside at 'WrestleMania 32': Bigger, But Not Necessarily Better"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone[image: External link]. Retrieved 15 April 2016.


	
^ "WrestleMania 29 press conference brings WWE to Radio City Music Hall"[image: External link]. WWE. Archived from the original[image: External link] on April 7, 2013. Retrieved March 31, 2014. ... WWE's flagship event lights up MetLife Stadium ... WrestleMania


	
^ Gelston, Dan. "WrestleMania is Super Bowl of sports entertainment"[image: External link]. Associated Press[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on March 31, 2014. Retrieved March 31, 2014.


	
^ a b "WWE Wrestlemania 32: Date, Time, TV Channel & Live Stream"[image: External link]. Coed[image: External link]. Retrieved 27 April 2016.


	
^ a b Namako, Jason. "WWE WrestleMania 32 tickets go on-sale on November 6"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "WrestleMania 32 has reportedly set a new record for the most tickets sold"[image: External link]. News.com.au[image: External link]. Retrieved March 18, 2016.


	
^ "Could WrestleMania 32 At AT&T Stadium Become The Biggest WrestleMania Ever"[image: External link]. Forbes[image: External link]. January 20, 2015. Retrieved February 19, 2015.


	
^ "Get the music of WrestleMania 32"[image: External link]. WWE. March 17, 2016. Retrieved April 20, 2016.


	
^ "Fifth Harmony to perform 'America the Beautiful' at WrestleMania 32"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved March 22, 2016.


	
^ "Sting retires at the WWE Hall of Fame ceremony"[image: External link]. WWE. April 3, 2016. Retrieved April 22, 2016.


	
^ Kwan, Nicole (February 11, 2016). "WWE’s Daniel Bryan admits post-concussion seizures forced retirement, cautions other athletes"[image: External link]. Fox News[image: External link]. Retrieved April 22, 2016.


	
^ Shoemaker, David. "Card subject to change: The (injury-laden) road to WrestleMania"[image: External link]. ESPN[image: External link]. Retrieved 29 March 2016.


	
^ Van Doom, Daniel. "This weekend WWE will face its toughest opponent: The wrestling audience"[image: External link]. CNET[image: External link]. Retrieved 12 March 2016.


	
^ "Steve Austin & Wade Keller Review WWE's Fastlane PPV". The Steve Austin Show. Episode 301. February 22, 2016. 17-20 & 79-80 minutes in. PodcastOne.


	
^ Barnett, Jake. "3/17 Barnett’s WWE Smackdown Live Review"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 18 March 2016.


	
^ a b Fowle, Kyle. "Have you heard that WWE has a serious Roman Reigns problem"[image: External link]. The A.V. Club[image: External link]. Retrieved 15 March 2016.


	
^ Grabianowski, Ed. "How Pro Wrestling Works"[image: External link]. HowStuffWorks. Discovery Communications. Retrieved March 5, 2012.


	
^ "Live & Televised Entertainment"[image: External link]. WWE. Archived from the original[image: External link] on November 18, 2013. Retrieved March 21, 2012.


	
^ Powell, Jason. "03/21 Powell’s WWE Raw Live TV Review"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 22 March 2016.


	
^ Hamlin, Jeff. "WWE Raw live results: Roman Reigns and HHH, Shane McMahon and Undertaker"[image: External link]. f4wonline.com. Retrieved 22 March 2016.


	
^ Tucker, Ben. "Tucker’s Instant Reaction – 3/21 Raw: WWE zig-zagging on the Road to WrestleMania"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 22 March 2016.


	
^ Fowle, Kyle. "The Raw before Wrestlemania proves that WWE is in a tough spot"[image: External link]. The A.V. Club[image: External link]. Retrieved 29 March 2016.


	
^ a b Caldwell, James (November 23, 2015). "11/22 SURVIVOR SERIES RESULTS – Caldwell’s Complete PPV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved November 23, 2015.


	
^ Tedesco, Mike (November 9, 2015). "WWE RAW Results - 11/9/15 (WWE Title Tournament starts)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved November 11, 2015.


	
^ "WWE Survivor Series 2015: Sheamus pins Roman Reigns to win world title"[image: External link]. Sky Sports[image: External link]. Retrieved 25 November 2015.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "11/23 WWE Raw Results – Caldwell's Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 29 February 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "12/13 WWE TLC PPV results"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 14 December 2015.


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 12/14/15 (New WWE Champion)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved December 14, 2015.


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 1/4/16 (Reigns vs. Sheamus)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved January 4, 2016.


	
^ a b Caldwell, James. "1/24 WWE Royal Rumble PPV Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live PPV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved 24 January 2016.


	
^ Powell, Jason. "01/25 Powell’s WWE Raw Live TV Review"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 29 February 2016.


	
^ a b c d e Caldwell, James (February 21, 2016). "2/21 WWE Fast Lane Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live PPV Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved February 21, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 2/22/16 (Shane McMahon returns)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved February 22, 2016.


	
^ a b c d Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 2/29/16 (Undertaker confronts Vince)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved February 29, 2016.


	
^ Clapp, John. "WWE World Heavyweight Champion Triple H def. Dean Ambrose"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved March 13, 2016.


	
^ a b Caldwell, James. "3/12 WWE Roadblock Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved March 12, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 3/14/16 (Undertaker attacks Shane)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 15, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f Caldwell, James. "3/21 WWE Raw Results – Caldwell's Complete Live Report"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved March 25, 2016.


	
^ a b c d e f Caldwell, James. "3/28 WWE Raw Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report on final WM32 hype"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved March 28, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "2/22 Raw News"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 22 April 2016.


	
^ "Shane McMahon"[image: External link]. profightdb.com. Internet Wrestling Database. Retrieved 6 April 2016.


	
^ WWE (2016-03-14), Shane McMahon fights back against The Undertaker: Raw, March 14, 2016[image: External link], retrieved 2016-03-16


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "3/28 RAW Review"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved 22 April 2016.


	
^ Kahrs, Alex. "WWE Smackdown Results - 3/24/16 (Brock Lesnar appears)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 26, 2016.


	
^ Martin, Adam. "WWE Smackdown Results - 3/3/16 (Ambrose vs. Owens)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 3, 2016.


	
^ Kahrs, Alex. "WWE Smackdown Results - 3/17/16 (Owens vs. Styles)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 18, 2016.


	
^ "COMPLETE DETAILS ON ALL OF WWE'S WRESTLEMANIA WEEK EVENTS IN DALLAS - PWInsider.com"[image: External link].


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 2/8/16 (Daniel Bryan retires from WWE)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 15, 2016.


	
^ Hausman, Nick. "Another WrestleMania 32 Kick-Off Show Match Announced, New WWE NXT Ring Announcer Debuts (Photo)"[image: External link]. wrestlezone.com. Retrieved March 25, 2016.


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WWE RAW Results - 3/7/16 (Triple H and Ambrose collide)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved March 28, 2016.


	
^ WWE (2016-03-21), Chris Jericho replies to AJ Styles' WrestleMania challenge: Raw Fallout, March 21, 2016[image: External link], retrieved 2016-03-30


	
^ Arrington, Eric (March 16, 2016). "WWE Main Event Results – 3/16/2016"[image: External link]. Daily Wrestling News. Retrieved March 17, 2016.


	
^ "Emma's surprise return on WWE Main Event leads to attack on 'Total Divas' "[image: External link]. WWE. March 22, 2016. Retrieved March 23, 2016.


	
^ Sullivan, Meghan (April 7, 2016). "Xavier Woods on How Anime and Wrestling Came Together at WrestleMania 32"[image: External link]. IGN[image: External link]. Retrieved April 21, 2016.


	
^ Mitchell, Houston (April 3, 2016). "Wrestlemania 32 results: Roman Reigns defeats HHH; The Undertaker defeats Shane McMahon"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ De Menezes, Jack (April 4, 2016). "WrestleMania 32 results: Roman Reigns beats Triple H, Shane McMahon defeated after giant 20-foot leap"[image: External link]. The Independent[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ a b c Meltzer, Dave. "WWE WrestleMania 32 live results: HHH vs Roman Reigns, Undertaker vs Shane McMahon"[image: External link]. f4wonline.com. Retrieved 15 April 2016.


	
^ a b Wrestlemania 32 review - 411Mania.com[image: External link]


	
^ Tedesco, Mike. "WrestleMania 32 Predictions: Biggest show of the year, Triple H vs. Reigns, Undertaker vs. Shane, Lesnar vs. Ambrose"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved 15 April 2016.


	
^ "WrestleMania 32 Predictions: The Main Events"[image: External link]. Canoe.ca. Retrieved 15 April 2016.


	
^ Barnett, Jake. "Barnett’s WrestleMania 32 Predictions: Will Roman Reigns turn heel? Will Shane McMahon beat Undertaker?"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 15 April 2016.


	
^ Shoemaker, David. "The highs and lows of a record-breaking WrestleMania 32"[image: External link]. ESPN[image: External link]. Retrieved 6 April 2016.


	
^ a b Howell, Nolan. "WrestleMania 32: The Live Report"[image: External link]. SLAM! Sports: Wrestling. Canadian Online Explorer. Retrieved April 4, 2016.


	
^ Fowler, Matt. "WrestleMania 32 Live Blog and Results"[image: External link]. IGN[image: External link]. Retrieved 27 April 2016.


	
^ Scherer, Dave. "Getting into AT&T Stadium is a long, tedious process"[image: External link]. PWInsider.com. Retrieved April 20, 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "4/4 WWE Raw Results"[image: External link]. PWTorch.com. Retrieved 22 April 2016.


	
^ "WWE WrestleMania record setting again"[image: External link]. The Miami Herald[image: External link]. Retrieved May 23, 2016.


	
^ Meltzer, Dave. "Daily Update: WrestleMania 32 fallout; Undertaker done, again?"[image: External link]. f4wonline.com. Wrestling Observer. Retrieved 6 April 2016. The gate is either accurate or very close to it.


	
^ Docking, Neil (April 4, 2016). "WWE WrestleMania 32 LIVE Results, reaction and all the action as it happens at the AT&T Stadium"[image: External link]. Daily Mirror[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ Jones, Elton (April 4, 2016). "WWE WrestleMania 32: Reactions & Review"[image: External link]. Heavy.com[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ Silverstein, Adam (April 4, 2016). "WWE WrestleMania 32 results: Roman Reigns wins title, big surprises"[image: External link]. CBSSports.com[image: External link]. Retrieved April 6, 2016.


	
^ Johnson, Kyle. "All Hail: Baron Corbin's rise to WrestleMania glory"[image: External link]. Wrestling Observer[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 April 2016.


	
^ Sinha, Ravi. "IGN India examines how Wrestlemania 32 stacked up against NXT Takeover"[image: External link]. IGN India[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 April 2016.


	
^ Schwartz, Nick. "Shinsuke Nakamura delivered the best match of WrestleMania weekend"[image: External link]. Foxsports.com[image: External link]. Retrieved 8 April 2016.


	
^ Smith, Troy L. (April 3, 2016). "WrestleMania 32 proves Zack Ryder (or anyone) is better than Roman Reigns"[image: External link]. cleveland.com[image: External link]. Retrieved April 4, 2016.


	
^ Tamburro, Paul (April 4, 2016). "WrestleMania 32 Review: Not Even Logic Can Stop the Roman Reigns Era"[image: External link]. CraveOnline[image: External link]. Retrieved April 4, 2016.


	
^ a b Caldwell, James. "4/3 WrestleMania 32 PPV Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Live Report on Mainland PPV"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Scherer, Dave (April 4, 2016). "My response to people that don't understand why some people are critical of Wrestlemania"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Insider. Retrieved April 5, 2016.


	
^ Keith, Scott (April 3, 2016). "WWE WrestleMania 32: Results and review"[image: External link]. Sporting News[image: External link]. Retrieved April 4, 2016.


	
^ Meltzer, Dave (March 6, 2017). "March 6, 2017 Wrestling Observer Newsletter: 2016 Awards issue, talent departing TNA, more". Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link]. Campbell, California[image: External link]: 19. ISSN[image: External link]  1083-9593[image: External link].


	
^ a b Wortman, James. "Shane McMahon will return to run Raw for the third consecutive week"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved 22 April 2016.


	
^ a b Clapp, John. "Mr. McMahon will announce who controls Raw at WWE Payback"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved 26 April 2016.


	
^ a b c d e "WWE RAW Results - 4/4/16 (Live in Dallas, Styles becomes No. 1 contender, NXT stars debut, WrestleMania fallout)"[image: External link]. wrestleview.com. Retrieved April 5, 2016.


	
^ Artus, Matthew. "Exclusive Interview: Brie Bella on WrestleMania 32 and her future in WWE"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 9, 2016.


	
^ Scherer, Dave. "Baron Corbin vs. Dolph Ziggler shows what's old is new again - Full WWE Payback Blog"[image: External link]. PWInsider.com. Retrieved 3 May 2016.


	
^ "WWE Payback onsite report: Roman Reigns turns on fans after the show"[image: External link]. prowrestling.net. Retrieved 3 May 2016.


	
^ Thomas, Jeremy. "WWE Edits Anti-Roman Reigns Sign In Photo on WWE.com"[image: External link]. Retrieved 3 May 2016.


	
^ Caldwell, James. "4/3 WrestleMania 32 PPV Pre-Show Results – CALDWELL’S Complete Report"[image: External link]. Pro Wrestling Torch. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Taylor, Scott. "United States Champion Kalisto def. Ryback"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Laboon, Jeff. "Total Divas def. B.A.D. & Blonde"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Melok, Bobby. "The Usos def. The Dudley Boyz"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Benigno, Anthony. "Zack Ryder def. Kevin Owens, Sami Zayn, Dolph Ziggler, Stardust, The Miz and Sin Cara to become the new Intercontinental Champion"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Wortman, James. "Chris Jericho def. AJ Styles"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ McAvennie, Michael. "The League of Nations def. The New Day (Non-Title Match)"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Burdick, Michael. "Dean Ambrose def. Brock Lesnar"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Artus, Matthew. "Charlotte def. Becky Lynch and Sasha Banks to become first new WWE Women’s Champion"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Powers, Kevin. "The Undertaker def. Shane McMahon (Hell in a Cell Match)"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Passero, Mitch. "Baron Corbin won the 3rd annual Andre the Giant Memorial Battle Royal"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Adkins, Greg. "John Cena returns and joins The Rock at WrestleMania"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.


	
^ Murphy, Ryan. "Roman Reigns def. WWE World Heavyweight Champion Triple H"[image: External link]. WWE. Retrieved April 3, 2016.
















[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official Website[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	2016 in professional wrestling[image: External link]

	2016 in sports in Texas[image: External link]

	2016 WWE Network events[image: External link]

	Professional wrestling in Texas[image: External link]

	Shaquille O'Neal[image: External link]

	Sports in Arlington, Texas[image: External link]

	WrestleMania[image: External link]

	Wrestling in Arlington, Texas[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 6 June 2017, at 23:09.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article WrestleMania 32: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WrestleMania_32 [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=WrestleMania_32 [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Background

	2 Event

	3 Reception

	4 Aftermath

	5 Results

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 External links





Extreme Rules (2016)






Extreme Rules (2016) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event produced by WWE. It took place on May 22, 2016, at the Prudential Center in Newark, New Jersey.[2] It was the eighth event under the Extreme Rules chronology.

Eight matches were contested at the event, with one being shown on the pre-show. In the main event, Roman Reigns defeated AJ Styles in a Extreme Rules match[image: External link] to retain the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, before Seth Rollins[image: External link] made his return from an injury and attacked Reigns. The event received mixed-to-positive reviews from critics, with praise directed at the Intercontinental Championship four-way and the main event WWE World Heavyweight Championship match.



TOP
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 Background




See also: Professional wrestling


The professional wrestling matches at Extreme Rules featured professional wrestlers performing as characters in scripted events pre-determined by the hosting promotion, WWE. Storylines between the characters played out on WWE's primary television programs, Raw and SmackDown.[3][4]

Extreme Rules was originally scheduled for May 1, 2016, at the Allstate Arena in Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]. However, it switched dates and venues with Payback.[5]

On the first post-WrestleMania Raw on April 4, AJ Styles[image: External link] won a four-way match for a shot at the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] held by Roman Reigns[6] and retained his title opportunity by defeating Sami Zayn on the next Raw.[7] On the April 25 episode of Raw, Styles saved Reigns from an attack by Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows[image: External link], but Reigns then attacked Styles.[8] At Payback, Styles faced Reigns for the world title. Reigns was first counted out and then disqualified, but the match was restarted twice (first by Shane McMahon and then Stephanie McMahon), turning into a no disqualification match. After interferences by both Anderson and Gallows and the Usos, Reigns eventually pinned Styles to retain the title. Subsequently, Vince, Shane and Stephanie McMahon agreed that Styles should get a title rematch at Extreme Rules in an Extreme Rules match[image: External link].[9][10] After Styles, Anderson and Gallows beat Reigns and the Usos on the May 2 episode of Raw, Anderson and Gallows wanted Styles to hit Reigns with a chair but Styles refused. When the Usos attacked Styles from behind with a chair, Styles retaliated with the chair. Ultimately, Reigns powerbombed Styles through the broadcast table.[11]

The tag team tournament to determine the #1 contender match for the WWE Tag Team Championship culminated at Payback, in a match pitting The Vaudevillains against Enzo Amore and Colin Cassady[image: External link], which ended in a no contest after Enzo Amore suffered a legit concussion.[9][12] On the following night on Raw, The Vaudevillains were awarded a title match against WWE Tag Team Champions The New Day at Extreme Rules.[13]

At Payback, WWE Women's Champion Charlotte defeated Natalya in controversial fashion; when Charlotte had her opponent in the Sharpshooter, referee Charles Robinson awarded the match to Charlotte despite Natalya not having submitted, similar to the Montreal Screwjob at Survivor Series 1997.[9] On the following night on Raw, a Submission match[image: External link] between Charlotte and Natalya was scheduled for Extreme Rules; Ric Flair was banned from ringside,[13] with the added stipulation any appearance by Flair would result in Charlotte losing the title.[14]

On the May 2 episode of Raw, Rusev won a battle royal, last eliminating Zack Ryder, to earn a title match against United States Champion Kalisto at Extreme Rules.[13]

At WrestleMania 32, Kevin Owens lost the Intercontinental Championship to Zack Ryder in a seven-man ladder match that also included Sami Zayn and The Miz.[15] The next night on Raw, The Miz won the Intercontinental Championship after his wife Maryse distracted Ryder.[16] On the April 11 episode of Raw, Owens interrupted Shane McMahon and demanded a title shot, but Shane instead booked him in a #1 contender match against Cesaro, which Cesaro won.[17] At Payback, Owens defeated Zayn, and then stayed for commentary during the Intercontinental Championship match; Zayn attacked Owens and a fight broke between the two. While Owens and Zayn were fighting at the ropes, Cesaro tried to throw them, but Miz pinned him to retain the title. Then Owens, Miz, Cesaro and Zayn began a brawl with Owens standing tall at the end holding the championship.[9] The next night on Raw, another #1 contender match between Owens and Cesaro occurred, but the match ended with no contest after Miz, who was on commentary, attacked Cesaro. Zayn then ran down to the ring and the fight ended with Zayn standing tall holding the championship.[13] On the May 5 episode of SmackDown, Miz interrupted Zayn on The Highlight Reel and a match was booked later between the two, which Zayn won after Owens interfered. Cesaro ran down to the ring and a fight between the four ensued, which ended with Cesaro holding the championship.[18] On the May 9 episode of Raw, Shane and Stephanie McMahon scheduled a triple threat title match at Extreme Rules between Owens, Miz and Cesaro. Zayn demanded to be inserted into the match as well, and defeated Miz later in the night to win contendership, thus turning the match into a fatal four way.[19]

At Payback, Dean Ambrose defeated Chris Jericho.[9] On the next night on Raw, during a segment of The Ambrose Asylum with Stephanie McMahon, Stephanie cancelled Ambrose Asylum and reinstated Jericho's talk show, The Highlight Reel. Jericho came out and attacked Ambrose.[13] The following week on Raw, Ambrose attacked Jericho and destroyed Jericho's jacket.[19] On the May 12 episode of SmackDown, Jericho attacked Ambrose and put the straightjacket on Ambrose.[20] On the May 16 episode of Raw, Ambrose challenged Jericho to a match at Extreme Rules, which Jericho accepted. Ambrose then revealed that their match would be a Asylum match[image: External link], a steel cage match with weapons hanging above the cage.[14]

Baron Corbin's first WWE singles match on the first Raw after WrestleMania ended in a double countout against Dolph Ziggler.[16] Ziggler then defeated Corbin on the Payback pre-show.[9] On the May 9 episode of Raw, Corbin defeated Ziggler.[19] The following week, a No Disqualification match[image: External link] between the two was scheduled for the Extreme Rules pre-show.[14]

On the April 11 episode of Raw, Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows debuted in WWE by attacking The Usos.[17] On the April 25 episode of Raw, Anderson and Gallows defeated The Usos.[8] The following weeks after Payback, the two teams faced each other in tag team matches with Reigns and Styles in the mix.[13][14][18][19][20] On the May 19 episode of SmackDown, a Tornado tag team match[image: External link] was scheduled for the two teams at Extreme Rules.[21]
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 Pre-show




During the pre-show, The Dudley Boyz cut a promo in the ring, but were interrputed by Colin Cassady. The Dudleyz tried to beat Cassady down when he confronted them, but he eventually overpowered the two.[22] Later on, Baron Corbin defeated Dolph Ziggler in a no disqualifications match; the end of the match saw Corbin hit Ziggler with a low blow and then execute End of Days on Ziggler.[22]
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 Preliminary matches




The event opened with Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson facing The Usos in a Tornado tag match. The match ended when Gallows and Anderson executed the Magic Killer on Jimmy Uso for the win.[22]

Next, Kalisto defended the United States Championship against Rusev[image: External link]. Rusev forced Kalisto to submit to the Accolade to win the title.[22]

After that, The New Day (Big E[image: External link] and Xavier Woods[image: External link]) defended the Tag Team Championship against The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch). The referee missed non-participant Kofi Kingston[image: External link] interfering by executing Trouble in Paradise on Gotch, which led to Woods executing a Shining Wizard on Gotch for the pinfall.[22]

In the fourth match, The Miz defended the Intercontinental Championship in a Fatal Four-Way match against Cesaro, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn. The match started with Zayn immediately executing a Helluva Kick on Owens. In the middle of the match, Miz executed the Skull Crushing Finale on Cesaro for a near-fall. Cesaro applied the Sharpshooter on Miz, who submitted, but the referee did not see it as he was distracted by Maryse. Cesaro performed a Neutralizer on Owens, but Zayn broke up the pin. Owens performed a Pop-Up Powerbomb on Cesaro, but Miz broke up the pin and executed a Skull Crushing Finale on Owens outside the ring. In the climax, Zayn executed a Helluva Kick on Cesaro, but Owens pulled Zayn out of the ring to break the pin. As Owens and Zayn brawled at ringside, Miz pinned Cesaro to retain the title.[22][23]

Next, Dean Ambrose faced Chris Jericho in the first-ever Asylum match. After Ambrose kicked out of a Codebreaker, he countered a second Codebreaker by dropping Jericho onto thumbtacks, then followed up with Dirty Deeds onto the thumbtacks for the win.[22]

In the sixth match, Charlotte defended the Women's Championship against Natalya in a submission match. The match stipulation was that if Ric Flair appeared at ringside, Charlotte would have lost the title. The end of the match saw Natalya applying the Sharpshooter, when Ric Flair's music played and a figure resembling Flair appeared in the aisle. The figure turned out to be Dana Brooke[image: External link] masquerading as Ric Flair. A distracted Natalya broke the hold and was attacked by Charlotte, who applied the Figure Eight Leglock for the win.[22]
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 Main event




In the main event, Roman Reigns faced AJ Styles in an Extreme Rules Match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. In the first half of the match, Styles and Reigns brawled around the arena: Reigns suffered a Phenomenal Forearm from the pre-show table, while Styles suffered a back body drop through a broadcast table. Despite Styles attacking Reigns's knee mid-way in the match, he was able to powerbomb Styles through another broadcast table, counter Styles' Phenomenal Forearm with a Superman Punch, and finally spear Styles at ringside. After that, Karl Anderson and Luke Gallows gave Reigns a Boot of Doom and helped Styles cover Reigns, but Reigns kicked out. The Usos then interfered, with Superkicks and a Samoan Splash on Styles, who kicked out of a pin attempt by Reigns.[22][24]

In the last two minutes of the match, Reigns kicked out of a Styles Clash, then Styles gave Reigns a second Styles Clash onto a chair. Styles covered Reigns after fighting off one of the Usos, but Reigns kicked out again. Styles then grabbed the chair and attacked Reigns and the Usos with it multiple times. Styles attempted a Phenomenal Forearm, only for Reigns to spear him in mid-air to retain the title. After the match, Seth Rollins[image: External link] made a surprise return and attacked Reigns with a Pedigree.[22][23][24] Rollins then lifted the title over Reigns to end the broadcast.
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 Reception




Critics gave a mixed-to-positive reception to the show, generally praising firstly the Intercontinental Championship four-way and secondly the main event WWE World Heavyweight Championship match and its post-match happenings, but the rest of the show was not as well received. The high amount of punishment AJ Styles received during the main event was also highlighted.

James Caldwell of Pro Wrestling Torch said that it was "unfortunate there were so many finisher kick-outs on this show, but that seems to be the trend these days". Caldwell rated the four-way match the best of the show at 4.5 stars out of 5, commenting that "strong build-up" resulted in a "strong title match", with further positives including that the "Owens-Zayn feud was enhanced, Cesaro's amazing in-ring skills were captured, and Miz's post-Mania resurgence continued". The next-best rated match was the main event at 3.75 stars: a "very physical, PPV main event-worthy battle continuing to build up Styles's strong first year in WWE. Reigns plays the part well of a PPV main-eventer when matched up with the right opponent, like Styles, but not someone like Sheamus[image: External link]." Also, Styles took a "crazy amount of punishment" during the match. The rest of the matches of the event were less well received, being rated either 2.25 or 2.5 stars. Corbin's pre-show performance showed he had "a lot of work to do to belong" on the main roster; the Tornado tag match was rushed and "disorganized"; Rusev winning the U.S. Championship was a positive; the tag title match was mostly a "basic TV-quality action" except for a "good nearfall for The Vaudevillains"; while the Asylum match had a "good" finish, but was dragged down by "an overly-gimmicky WWE cage match concept" and the "middle portion [being] a big struggle trying to follow the four-way".[22]

Jack de Menezes of The Independent[image: External link] praised the Intercontinental title match, the main event and Seth Rollins' return, but "elsewhere there was little to shout about, with matches either ending too short or lacking the thrills that ended the night". The review deemd the four-way as "one of the matches of the year" that highlighted the Miz as a "crafty champion" with "all his underhand tactics" en route to retaining the title, as well as the "hatred that remains between Zayn and Owens". The main event was deemed "brilliant" and an "epic battle", leading to the show ending with Rollins' "long-awaited return" as the crowd erupted into cheers - this was contrasted with Reigns' "frosty reception". The Asylum "match slowed down too often whenever either man tried to get a new weapon", with de Menezes hoping Jericho and Ambrose's "drawn out rivalry" ended at Extreme Rules. For the tag title match, the Vaudevillains "put in their best performance to date since moving up to the main roster". Finally, Rusev, Anderson and Gallows dominated their respective matches, while Baron Corbin provided "a show of brute strength and craftiness".[25]

Dave Meltzer of the Wrestling Observer wrote that the Intercontinental title match "tore down the house" as a "super match with tons of near falls and saves", and "Cesaro and Zayn in particular were great." The main event was "another super match", as "Styles had a death wish taking some crazy and I mean crazy bumps including a high backdrop through a table where he landed on his tailbone". Then, the "crowd went totally nuts for [Rollins] as a babyface" in the post-match segment. Kalisto-Rusev was "good", with WWE "pushing like Kalisto was injured at the end, and was coming into the match injured". The women's match was poorer than Payback's and meant to "elevate Dana Brooke", with Meltzer feeling that the long-term plan is "putting Charlotte and Dana Brooke into a duo to eventually set them up as rivals". The tag matches were both "short", the first match seeing the crowd support going to Anderson and Gallows instead of the Usos. The short matches led to a "weird match" that was "just too long" between Ambrose and Jericho. The Asylum match "didn't have much heat for a long time" and was "hurt following such a great" four-way. However, Ambrose and Jericho did "pick it up at the end", with Jericho "selling [the thumbtacks] tremendously" for the finish.[24]

Kenny Herzog of Rolling Stone[image: External link] criticized Extreme Rules as most of its match "outcomes were far from shocking"; also, it had a "dated" title and for "its namesake stipulation" failed to "really lord its influence over the card". Herzog highlighted the Asylum match as a "prop-comedy disaster" that was "unsurprisingly, utterly inane", but it was "Jericho, tacks and all, who rescued this clunker from meaninglessness by giving it his unquestioned all". Meanwhile, Herzog could not understand "WWE's insistence on shading Ambrose as more goofy than gritty". Another disappointment was the women's match for having a "bizarre, forced finish", as Brooke's "arbitrary shift in allegiances rings pretty hollow". Herzog also hoped that Natalya would not fade into "irrelevance after helping carry the post-WrestleMania malaise". Meanwhile, the finish of the tag title match was "a bit cockamamie, and the opening tornado-rules contest was ho-hum". Herzog still found positives in the show: the four-way was "perfect" with a "multitude of near-falls and clever finish" while everyone gave their "best". Also, AJ Styles, "more than any other latter-career migrant to Vince McMahon's big top, has expeditiously qualified himself as a main-eventer", having displayed "world-class" skills in the ring and taken "some Hall of Fame bumps". Then, the "rousing return" at the end of the show resulted in "the torch of Heavyweight was cannily passed from super-sub A.J. to present- and future-stud Seth Rollins".[26]
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 Aftermath




Having returned from injury, Seth Rollins set his sights on regaining the WWE World Heavyweight Championship. After a small confrontation with Roman Reigns on Raw, Shane McMahon scheduled a title match between Reigns and Rollins for Money in the Bank.[27]

A night after failing to win the WWE World Heavyweight Championship, AJ Styles on Raw split from Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson, which they did not take with appreciation, and later failed to qualify in the Money in the Bank Ladder Match[image: External link] by losing to Kevin Owens. A week later, on the May 30 episode of Raw, Styles welcomed back the returning John Cena when Gallows and Anderson appeared to challenged the two to a fight. Styles surprised Cena by joining Gallows and Anderson in their attack, turning Styles heel.[28]
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	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[22]



	1P
	Baron Corbin defeated Dolph Ziggler
	No Disqualification match[image: External link][29]
	7:07



	2
	Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson defeated The Usos (Jimmy Uso and Jey Uso)
	Tornado tag team match[image: External link][30]
	8:37



	3
	Rusev[image: External link] (with Lana[image: External link]) defeated Kalisto (c) by submission
	Singles match[image: External link] for the WWE United States Championship[31]
	9:31



	4
	The New Day (Big E[image: External link] and Xavier Woods[image: External link]) (c) (with Kofi Kingston[image: External link]) defeated The Vaudevillains (Aiden English and Simon Gotch)
	Tag team match[image: External link] for the WWE Tag Team Championship[32]
	6:20



	5
	The Miz (c) (with Maryse) defeated Cesaro, Kevin Owens, and Sami Zayn
	Fatal 4-Way match[image: External link] for the WWE Intercontinental Championship[33]
	18:18



	6
	Dean Ambrose defeated Chris Jericho
	Asylum match[image: External link][34]
	26:21



	7
	Charlotte (c) defeated Natalya
	Submission match[image: External link] for the WWE Women's Championship

Had Ric Flair disregarded his ban from ringside, Charlotte would have lost her title[35]
	9:30



	8
	Roman Reigns (c) defeated AJ Styles
	Extreme Rules match[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[36]
	22:13



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show
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WWE Payback






WWE Payback is a professional wrestling event produced annually by WWE, a Connecticut–based promotion, and broadcast live[image: External link] and available through pay-per-view (PPV). The event was established in 2013, replacing No Way Out in the June slot of WWE's pay-per-view calendar.[1][2] In 2015, the event moved to the May slot of WWE's pay-per-view calendar. WWE swapped dates between Payback and Extreme Rules in 2016, with Payback taking place on May 1 and Extreme Rules taking place on May 22; making this event as a post-WrestleMania pay-per-view event. In 2017, the event moved to the late April slot of WWE's pay-per-view calendar and as a Raw-exclusive pay-per-view event. However, following the 2017 WWE Superstar Shake-Up[image: External link], this event also features an Interbrand matches between both Raw and SmackDown.

The event has been held only in indoor arenas[image: External link] in the United States (the first, second, and fourth events have all taken place at the Allstate Arena, in Rosemont, Illinois). Championship[image: External link] bouts are scheduled on every card[image: External link], with the lower-tier titles featured on the undercard and the top-tier featured on the main card[image: External link].
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 Dates and venues






	
	
Raw-branded event






	Event
	Date
	City
	Venue
	Main event



	Payback (2013)
	June 16, 2013
	Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]
	Allstate Arena
	John Cena (c) vs. Ryback in a Three Stages of Hell match[image: External link] for the WWE Championship[image: External link][3]



	Payback (2014)
	June 1, 2014[4]
	The Shield[image: External link] (Dean Ambrose, Seth Rollins[image: External link] and Roman Reigns) vs. Evolution[image: External link] (Triple H, Randy Orton[image: External link] and Batista[image: External link]) in a No Holds Barred[image: External link] Elimination match[image: External link]



	Payback (2015)
	May 17, 2015[5]
	Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link]
	Royal Farms Arena[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins (c) vs. Roman Reigns vs. Randy Orton vs. Dean Ambrose in a Fatal 4-Way match[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Payback (2016)
	May 1, 2016[6][7]
	Rosemont, Illinois
	Allstate Arena
	Roman Reigns (c) vs. AJ Styles for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Payback (2017)
	April 30, 2017[8]
	San Jose[image: External link], California[image: External link]
	SAP Center[image: External link]
	Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman[image: External link]
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Payback (2015)






Payback (2015) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event produced by WWE. It took place on May 17, 2015, at the Royal Farms Arena[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link], Maryland[image: External link].[1] It was the third event under the Payback chronology, and the first Payback held outside of the Chicago suburb of Rosemont, Illinois[image: External link]. Payback was available free to new subscribers on WWE's monthly subscription service, the WWE Network in over 140 countries.[2][3]

Nine matches took place at the event, with two matches on the pre-show. In the main event, Seth Rollins[image: External link] defeated Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose and Randy Orton[image: External link] in a Fatal 4-Way match[image: External link] to retain the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link]. The event has sold 54,000 buys (excluding WWE Network views), down from the previous year's 67,000 buys.[4]
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See also: Professional wrestling


The professional wrestling matches at Payback featured professional wrestlers performing as characters in scripted events pre-determined by the hosting promotion, WWE. Storylines between the characters played out on WWE's primary television programs, Raw and SmackDown.[5][6]

At Extreme Rules[image: External link], Cena retained the United States Championship by defeating Rusev in a Russian Chain match[image: External link]. Later in the event, after consulting with The Authority, Lana[image: External link] stated that Cena would defend the title against Rusev in an "I Quit" match[image: External link] at the event.[7]

At Extreme Rules, Seth Rollins[image: External link] defeated Randy Orton[image: External link] in a Steel Cage match[image: External link] to retain the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link].[7] on the April 27 episode of Raw and as a result of a vote on the WWE App, Rollins was scheduled to defend the title against Orton and Reigns in a Triple Threat match[image: External link] at the event.[8] On the May 4 episode of Raw, Dean Ambrose defeated Rollins, and per match stipulation, he was added to the match, thus making the match a Fatal Four Way[image: External link].[9] On the May 11 episode of Raw, Triple H decided that if Rollins loses the title, Kane[image: External link] would no longer be the WWE Director of Operations.[10]

On the Extreme Rules pre-show, Neville[image: External link] defeated Bad News Barrett[image: External link].[11] On April 28, Barrett defeated Neville to win the King of the Ring tournament, changing his ring name to King Barrett. On the May 7 episode of SmackDown, Neville and Dolph Ziggler defeated Barrett and Sheamus[image: External link].[12] On the May 11 episode of Raw, a match between Barrett and Neville was scheduled for the event.[10]

At Extreme Rules, Ziggler defeated Sheamus in a Kiss Me Arse match[image: External link].[7] On the May 7 episode of SmackDown, Ziggler and Neville defeated Sheamus and Barrett.[12] On the May 11 episode of Raw, Ziggler was scheduled to face Sheamus at the event.[10]

At Extreme Rules, The New Day defeated Tyson Kidd and Cesaro[image: External link] to win the Tag Team Championship.[7] On the April 30 episode of SmackDown, Kidd and Cesaro defeated The New Day by disqualification in a rematch for the titles.[13] On the May 11 episode of Raw, The New Day were scheduled to defend the titles against Kidd and Cesaro in a 2-out-of-3 falls[image: External link] tag team match[image: External link] at the event.[10]

On the May 11 episode of Raw, The Ascension interrupted a match between Curtis Axel and Damien Sandow[image: External link], in the guise of Macho Mandow[image: External link], and attacked both wrestlers, resulting in Axel and Mandow teaming together to attack The Ascension. A match between the two pairs was scheduled for the Payback pre-show.[10]

Bray Wyatt[image: External link] began sending messages to Ryback in April. On the April 27 and April 30 episodes of Raw, Wyatt attacked Ryback following the latter's victories over Bo Dallas[image: External link][8] and Luke Harper[image: External link], respectively.[13] On the May 11 episode of Raw, Ryback attacked Wyatt.[10] On May 13, a match between the two was scheduled for the event.

Naomi[image: External link] was defeated by Divas Champion[image: External link], Nikki Bella[image: External link], at Extreme Rules,[7] and by Nikki's twin sister, Brie[image: External link], on the April 27 episode of Raw.[8] A week later, a returning Tamina Snuka[image: External link] joined Naomi in an attack on both Bella Twins.[9] On the May 11 episode of Raw, Tamina defeated Brie.[10] On the May 14 episode of SmackDown, a match between the two teams was scheduled for Payback.[14]
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 Pre-show




During the pre-show, R-Truth[image: External link] defeated Stardust[image: External link] after a Lie Detector[image: External link]. Later, "The Mega Powers[image: External link]" (Macho Mandow[image: External link] and Curtis Axel) faced The Ascension ( Konnor[image: External link] and Viktor[image: External link]), which The Ascension won after a Fall of Man[image: External link] to Mandow.
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 Main card




The actual pay-per-view opened with Dolph Ziggler facing Sheamus[image: External link]. In the end, Sheamus performed a Brogue Kick on Ziggler to win the match.

Next, The New Day (Big E[image: External link] and Kofi Kingston[image: External link]) defended the WWE Tag Team Championship against Tyson Kidd and Cesaro[image: External link]. Kidd and Cesaro won the first fall after Kidd performed a dropkick following a Cesaro Swing on Kingston. The New Day won the second fall after performing the Midnight Hour on Kidd. The New Day won the third fall after Xavier Woods[image: External link]) sneaked in and pinned Cesaro with an inside cradle, meaning The New Day retained the title.

In the third match, Ryback faced Bray Wyatt[image: External link]. After Ryback collided with an exposed turnbuckle, Wyatt executed Sister Abigail on Ryback to win the match.

The fourth match saw John Cena defend the WWE United States Championship against Rusev[image: External link] in an "I Quit" match[image: External link] At one point during the match, the fight spilled into the crowd, as well as the production area. Rusev eventually applied the Accolade on Cena. Cena did not quit, but passed out. Referee Mike Chioda[image: External link] informed Rusev that the match can only end when someone quits, so unlike a submission match, this one continued. Steel steps, a steel barricade, Cena tackling Rusev through the barricade, Cena using a laptop as a weapon and Rusev using the pyro table for an explosion all came into play during the match. In the end, Cena ended up using the ring ropes for extra torque on the STF as he locked up Rusev. Lana[image: External link] claimed that Rusev was saying "I Quit" in Bulgarian[image: External link]. As Lana was Rusev's manager[image: External link], the referee obliged and Cena retained the title.

Next, The Bella Twins[image: External link] (Brie Bella and Nikki Bella) faced Naomi[image: External link] and Tamina[image: External link]. The match ended when Naomi executed the Rear View on Nikki to get the win.

In the sixth match, Neville[image: External link] faced King Barrett[image: External link]. In the end, Barrett was intentionally counted out. Following the match, Barrett attacked Neville, including putting on his royal attire, but Neville suplexed Barrett and performed the Red Arrow[image: External link] on Barrett.
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 Main event




In the main event, Seth Rollins[image: External link] defended the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link] against Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose, and Randy Orton[image: External link] in a Fatal 4-Way[image: External link]. During the match, there was a mini Shield reunion when Rollins, Reigns, and Ambrose performed their Triple Powerbomb on Orton through a broadcast table. Rollins then wanted the group to reunite, however Reigns and Ambrose attacked him. Kane[image: External link] interfered to aid Rollins. Reigns and Ambrose executed a powerbomb on Kane on top of Rollins, who was on another broadcast table. Reigns and Ambrose performed another powerbomb on Kane sending both Kane and Rollins through the broadcast table. Ambrose and Reigns then started to wrestle each other. Reigns missed two Superman punches, but finally connected the third one on Ambrose. Reigns performed a spear on Ambrose and made a cover, but Rollins broke up the cover. Ambrose performed Dirty Deeds on Rollins and made a cover but Kane pulled Ambrose out of the ring, voiding the pinfall at a two count. Kane attacked Ambrose with the steel steps and performed a Chokeslam on Reigns onto the steel steps. Orton executed RKOs[image: External link] to Jamie Noble[image: External link] and Joey Mercury[image: External link], and performed an Elevated DDT on Rollins. Orton then prepared for an RKO, but Kane would try to interfere, only to receive an RKO. Rollins executed a Pedigree[image: External link] to retain the title.
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 Results






	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[15][16]



	1P
	R-Truth[image: External link] defeated Stardust[image: External link]
	Singles match[image: External link]
	6:50



	2P
	The Ascension ( Konnor[image: External link] and Viktor[image: External link]) defeated The Meta Powers[image: External link] (Curtis Axel and Macho Mandow[image: External link])
	Tag team match[image: External link][17]
	2:50



	3
	Sheamus[image: External link] defeated Dolph Ziggler
	Singles match[18]
	12:20



	4
	The New Day (Big E[image: External link] and Kofi Kingston[image: External link]) (c) (with Xavier Woods[image: External link]) defeated Tyson Kidd and Cesaro[image: External link] (with Natalya) 2-1
	Two-out-of-three falls match[image: External link] for the WWE Tag Team Championship[19]
	12:40



	5
	Bray Wyatt[image: External link] defeated Ryback
	Singles match[20]
	10:54



	6
	John Cena (c) defeated Rusev[image: External link] (with Lana[image: External link])
	"I Quit" match[image: External link] for the WWE United States Championship[21]
	27:58



	7
	Naomi and Tamina[image: External link] defeated The Bella Twins[image: External link] (Nikki Bella[image: External link] and Brie Bella[image: External link])
	Tag team match[22]
	6:13



	8
	Neville[image: External link] defeated King Barrett[image: External link] by countout
	Singles match[23]
	7:22



	9
	Seth Rollins[image: External link] (c) defeated Roman Reigns, Dean Ambrose, and Randy Orton[image: External link]
	Fatal 4-Way match[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship[image: External link][24][25]

Had Rollins lost the title, Kane[image: External link] would be fired from being Director of Operations
	21:06



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show
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Payback (2017)






Payback (2017) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) and WWE Network event, produced by WWE for the Raw brand[image: External link]. It took place on April 30, 2017 at the SAP Center[image: External link] in San Jose[image: External link], California[image: External link].[2] It was the fifth event in the Payback chronology. Due to the Superstar Shake-up[image: External link], the event included two interbrand[image: External link] matches.

Eight matches were contested at the event, including one match on the pre-show. In the main event, Braun Strowman[image: External link] defeated Roman Reigns. On the undercard, Bray Wyatt[image: External link] defeated Randy Orton[image: External link] in a House of Horrors match and Seth Rollins[image: External link] defeated Samoa Joe[image: External link] to end his undefeated streak since joining the main roster. The event also saw two titles change hands: Chris Jericho defeated Kevin Owens to win back the United States Championship, thus transferring Jericho to the SmackDown brand, and Alexa Bliss[image: External link] defeated Bayley[image: External link] to win the Raw Women's Championship, becoming the first woman to hold both the Raw Women's Championship and SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link].[3]
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The card featured eight matches, including one on the pre-show, that resulted from scripted storylines and had results predetermined by WWE on the Raw brand[image: External link].[4][5] Storylines were produced on WWE's weekly television shows Monday Night Raw and 205 Live[image: External link], the latter of which is cruiserweight[image: External link]-exclusive.[6] As a result of the Superstar Shake-up[image: External link], Payback also included two interbrand matches that involved wrestlers from the SmackDown brand; part of their storylines were also produced on SmackDown Live.[7]

At WrestleMania 33[image: External link], Kevin Owens defeated Chris Jericho to win his first United States Championship.[8] The following night on Raw, Jericho was granted a rematch for the championship at Payback. Jericho and Seth Rollins[image: External link] were then scheduled to face Owens and Samoa Joe[image: External link] on Raw, but the two attacked Jericho backstage, taking him out of the match. Jericho was then replaced by the returning Finn Bálor[image: External link], who had been out since SummerSlam 2016, and Rollins and Bálor defeated Owens and Joe.[9] The following week, Owens faced Intercontinental Champion Dean Ambrose, who moved to the Raw brand as a result of the Superstar Shake-up. Owens lost to Ambrose, and after the match, Jericho appeared and delivered a Codebreaker to Owens.[7] The next night on SmackDown, Owens was moved to the SmackDown brand. SmackDown General Manager Daniel Bryan[image: External link] then announced that Jericho would transfer to SmackDown as well if he defeated Owens at Payback.[10] The two traded barbs from their respective shows over the next couple of weeks.[11][12][13]

On the WrestleMania 33 pre-show, Neville[image: External link] defeated Austin Aries[image: External link] to retain the WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link].[14] On the April 4 episode of 205 Live, Aries won a fatal four-way number one contender's match[image: External link] to earn another match against Neville at Payback.[15] On the April 10 episode of Raw, Neville's backstage interview was interrupted by T.J. Perkins[image: External link], who claimed that he could defeat Neville for the title. Neville then told Perkins that he was being overlooked and others, like Aries, were being given opportunities. He also told Perkins that he had respect for him. Aries then appeared and said that Neville was lying, but Perkins walked away without saying anything. Later, Perkins defeated Aries. After the match, Perkins aligned with Neville, turning heel[image: External link].[7] On the April 18 episode of 205 Live, Aries defeated Perkins, but after the match, Perkins and Neville teamed up on Aries.[16] On the following Raw, Aries and Gentleman Jack Gallagher[image: External link] teamed up and defeated Neville and Perkins.[13]

At WrestleMania 33, Randy Orton[image: External link] defeated Bray Wyatt[image: External link] to win his ninth WWE Championship.[8] On the following episode of SmackDown, Wyatt challenged Orton to a "House of Horrors" non-title match and Orton accepted. Wyatt and the returning Erick Rowan[image: External link] then lost a tag team match against Orton and Luke Harper[image: External link].[17] On the April 10 episode of Raw, Wyatt was moved to the Raw brand as a result of the Superstar Shake-up, but he was still allowed his non-title rematch with Orton, which was confirmed to happen at Payback.[7] The next night on SmackDown, Orton faced Rowan. During the match, Wyatt appeared on the TitanTron, after which, Rowan attacked Orton with the steel steps and got disqualified.[10] Wyatt similarly delivered promos about the House of Horrors match over the next couple of weeks on both Raw and SmackDown.[11][12][13]

At WrestleMania 33, The Hardy Boyz[image: External link] ( Jeff[image: External link] and Matt Hardy[image: External link]) made their return to WWE and were inserted into the Raw Tag Team Championship fatal four-way ladder match, where they won the championship.[8] The following night on Raw, former champions Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson invoked their rematch clause, but were unsuccessful. Later in the show, Cesaro and Sheamus[image: External link] defeated Enzo Amore and Big Cass to become the number one contenders for the tag titles.[9] The following week, the championship match was confirmed for Payback. Also on that episode of Raw, The Hardys teamed up with Cesaro and Sheamus where they defeated Gallows and Anderson and The Shining Stars[image: External link] ( Primo[image: External link] and Epico[image: External link]).[7] On the April 17 episode of Raw, Jeff defeated Cesaro, and the two teams shook each others hands out of respect.[11] The following week, Matt defeated Sheamus after Sheamus was distracted by Jeff, who Sheamus had shoved outside of the ring. After the match, The Hardys reluctantly shook hands with Cesaro and Sheamus.[13]

On the January 30 episode of Raw, Samoa Joe made his main roster debut by attacking Seth Rollins on Triple H's behalf.[18] Joe's attack on Rollins re-injured the same knee that had sidelined Rollins from November 2015 to May 2016,[19] and almost kept Rollins from competing at WrestleMania 33.[20] However, Rollins managed to recover enough to defeat Triple H in a non-sanctioned match[image: External link] at WrestleMania.[8] On the post-WrestleMania Raw, Rollins teamed up with the returning Finn Bálor and the two defeated Joe and Kevin Owens.[9] The following week during the Superstar Shake-up, unsure of his fate, Rollins talked about what he still wanted to do on Raw, which included settling his score with Joe. New Raw General Manager Kurt Angle[image: External link] declared that Rollins would be staying on Raw, after which, Joe came out and attacked Rollins and the two brawled.[7] A match between the two was scheduled for Payback,[21] and the two traded barbs on the following Raw.[11] On the final Raw before Payback, Rollins, Enzo Amore, and Big Cass were scheduled to face Joe, Luke Gallows, and Karl Anderson, but Gallows and Anderson attacked Enzo, taking him out of the match. Enzo was subsequently replaced by Finn Bálor, and the team of Rollins, Cass, and Bálor defeated Joe, Gallows, and Anderson.[13] Gallows and Anderson were then scheduled to face Enzo and Cass on the Payback pre-show.[22]

At the Royal Rumble[image: External link], Braun Strowman[image: External link] interfered in the Universal Championship[image: External link] match, costing Roman Reigns the title.[23] The two then faced each other at Fastlane[image: External link], where Reigns was victorious.[24] The following night on Raw, Strowman declared that Reigns had gotten lucky, but he was interrupted by The Undertaker, who Reigns entered into a feud with and defeated at WrestleMania 33.[25][8] Strowman then reignited his feud with Reigns on the April 10 episode of Raw, where he brutally attacked Reigns backstage, including pushing Reigns, who was strapped onto a stretcher, off a loading dock, and then pushing over ambulance that Reigns was in. The attack injured Reigns' shoulder.[7] The following week, Raw General Manager Kurt Angle scheduled Strowman to face Reigns at Payback. Angle also gave Strowman the night off. Despite this, Strowman began wreaking havoc backstage until Big Show[image: External link] stopped him, resulting in a match between the two on Raw. The match ended after Strowman superplexed Big Show from the top rope and made the ring collapse.[11] The following week, Kalisto, who was one of the wrestlers that Strowman attacked backstage the previous week, defeated Strowman in a dumpster match[image: External link]. Afterwards, Strowman beat down Kalisto, locked him in the dumpster, and rolled it off the stage.[13]

At WrestleMania 33, Bayley[image: External link] retained the Raw Women's Championship against Charlotte Flair, Sasha Banks, and Nia Jax[image: External link] in a fatal four-way elimination match.[8] On the April 10 episode of Raw, Banks declared her desire to challenge Bayley for the title one-on-one. Alexa Bliss[image: External link], who had lost the SmackDown Women's Championship[image: External link] at WrestleMania 33, then appeared, followed by Mickie James[image: External link], and both revealed that they had been moved to Raw as a result of the Superstar Shake-up;[7] Flair was transferred to SmackDown.[10] The next week, Bliss defeated Banks, James, and Jax in a fatal four-way match to become the number one contender against Bayley for the Raw Women's Championship at Payback.[11] The following week, after a verbal confrontation between Bayley and Bliss, Bliss faced Banks where Bliss got herself intentionally counted out. After the match, Bayley tried to get Bliss back to the ring, but Bliss escaped backstage. Alexa then returned and surprise attacked Bayley.[13]

On the April 10 episode of Raw, The Miz and his wife Maryse were moved to the Raw brand as a result of the Superstar Shake-up.[7] On the April 24 episode, it was announced that Finn Bálor would be The Miz's guest on Miz TV, which was scheduled for the Payback pre-show.[13][26]
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	Other on-screen personnel



	Role:
	Name:



	English commentators
	Michael Cole[image: External link]



	Corey Graves[image: External link]



	Booker T[image: External link]



	Spanish commentators
	Carlos Cabrera[image: External link]



	Marcelo Rodríguez[image: External link]



	German commentators
	Carsten Schaefer



	Tim Haber



	Calvin Knie



	Ring announcers[image: External link]
	JoJo[image: External link]



	Referees[image: External link]
	Chad Patton



	Darrick Moore



	John Cone[image: External link]



	Rod Zapata



	Backstage interviewers
	Charly Caruso



	Pre-show panel
	Renee Young[image: External link]



	Jerry Lawler[image: External link]



	Sam Roberts[image: External link]
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 Pre-show




During the pre-show, Enzo Amore and Big Cass faced Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson. Enzo pinned Gallows with a schoolboy[image: External link] for the win.[27]

Later, The Miz hosted an edition of Miz TV with Finn Bálor as his guest. During the segment, Bálor stated that he wanted the Universal Championship back, as he never lost it. The segment ended with Bálor attacking Miz.[27]
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 Preliminary matches




The actual pay-per-view opened with the first of two interbrand matches where SmackDown's Kevin Owens defended the United States Championship against Raw's Chris Jericho. Owens attempted a Pop-up Powerbomb[image: External link] on Jericho, who countered into a hurricanrana[image: External link]. Jericho applied the Walls of Jericho[image: External link] on Owens, who touched the ropes with only one finger to break the hold. After Owens failed to execute a Pop Up Powerbomb on Jericho, Jericho forced Owens to submit to the Walls of Jericho to win the title. As a result of the win, Jericho was transferred to the SmackDown brand.[28]

Next, Neville defended the WWE Cruiserweight Championship against Austin Aries. In the climax, as Aries applied the Last Chancery[image: External link] on Neville, Neville pulled the referee by his shirt. The referee then disqualified Neville, resulting in Aries winning the match but not the title.[28]

Later, The Hardy Boyz (Jeff and Matt Hardy) defended the Raw Tag Team Championship against Cesaro and Sheamus. The end came when Jeff performed a Swanton Bomb[image: External link] on Sheamus, who was pinning Matt and unaware that Jeff was the legal man. Jeff then pinned Sheamus to retain the title. After the match, the two teams shook hands. However, as Jeff and Matt were celebrating, Cesaro and Sheamus returned and attacked The Hardys, turning heel.[28]

The fourth match saw Bayley defend the Raw Women's Championship against Alexa Bliss. The match ended after Bliss performed a Snap DDT[image: External link] on Bayley to win her first Raw Women's Championship and become the first woman to win both the Raw and SmackDown women's championships.[28]

Next was the second of two interbrand matches, where SmackDown's WWE Champion Randy Orton faced Raw's Bray Wyatt in a House of Horrors non-title match. The match was a No Holds Barred match type[image: External link] that began in the House of Horrors, but could only be won by pinning or making the opponent submit in the ring or by forfeit. The match began when Orton broke into the house and Wyatt attacked Orton. Orton and Wyatt fought throughout the house and into the kitchen, where Wyatt pushed a refrigerator onto Orton. Wyatt then stole Orton's limousine and drove to the arena.[28]

While waiting for Wyatt to arrive, Seth Rollins faced Samoa Joe in the next match. Joe applied the Coquina Clutch[image: External link] on Rollins, who countered into a pin[image: External link] for the win, ending Joe's undefeated streak since debuting on the main roster in January 2017.[28]

Later, Bray Wyatt arrived at the arena and performed his normal entrance. As the lights came on, Randy Orton appeared and attacked Wyatt. SmackDown's The Singh Brothers[image: External link] (Samir and Sunil Singh) then appeared and attacked Orton, who managed to fight them off. Orton performed an RKO[image: External link] on Wyatt, only for the #1 contender to the WWE Championship, Jinder Mahal[image: External link], to attack Orton with the title belt he had stolen from Orton on the previous episode of SmackDown. Wyatt then performed Sister Abigail[image: External link] on Orton to win the match.[28]
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In the main event, Roman Reigns faced Braun Strowman. Strowman performed a chokeslam[image: External link] on Reigns onto an announce table. Reigns performed a spear[image: External link] on Strowman for a near-fall. Reigns performed two Superman Punches[image: External link] on Strowman, who applied a lifting arm triangle choke[image: External link] on Reigns. Strowman performed a running powerslam[image: External link] on Reigns for a near-fall. Strowman performed a second running powerslam on Reigns to win the match. After the match, Strowman dropped Reigns onto the steel steps and struck him with the steel steps. Strowman stood tall as the event ended.[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Aftermath




Immediately following Payback on Raw Talk, Roman Reigns was about to be taken to a medical facility, but Braun Strowman attempted to further damage him. Reigns retaliated by slamming an ambulance door against Strowman's arm multiple times.[29] The next night on Raw, General Manager Kurt Angle addressed the two's condition and said that both were injured.[30] The following week, Strowman, in an arm sling, said that after he was completely finished with Reigns, he wanted Brock Lesnar[image: External link] and the Universal Championship, but Kalisto came out and demanded a rematch. That match ended after Reigns came out and attacked Strowman.[31] The following week, it was revealed that Strowman required surgery on his injured arm, and would be out for up to six months. Reigns, along with Seth Rollins, Samoa Joe, Bray Wyatt, and Finn Bálor were scheduled to compete in a Universal Championship number one contender's extreme rules[image: External link] fatal five-way match[image: External link] at Extreme Rules[image: External link].[32]

Also on the post-Payback Raw, Seth Rollins said that his business with Samoa Joe was done. He then turned his attention to Universal Champion Brock Lesnar, however, Finn Bálor interrupted and stated that he should be the next person to face Lesnar as Bálor was the inaugural champion and never lost the title. Intercontinental Champion Dean Ambrose then came out. He criticized Lesnar for not appearing and wrestling often and claimed the Intercontinental Championship to be the top title of Raw. The Miz then came out and said that he should be the one to face Ambrose for the title. A number one contender's match was scheduled between Rollins, Bálor, and Miz, which Miz won after interference from Joe and Bray Wyatt.[30] The Miz and Ambrose had their title match on the May 15 episode where Miz won by disqualification. A rematch between the two was scheduled for Extreme Rules where if Ambrose were disqualified, he would lose the title.[32]

Jeff Hardy received medical attention after losing a tooth[image: External link] from a kick by Sheamus midway through their Payback match.[33] On the post-Payback Raw, Cesaro and Sheamus explained their reasoning for attacking The Hardy Boyz. They called The Hardys a novelty act and criticized the fans for living in the past instead of appreciating the present and claimed that The Hardys stole their moment at WrestleMania 33.[30] Cesaro and Sheamus subsequently won a number one contender's tag team turmoil match[image: External link] for another title opportunity at Extreme Rules,[31][32] which was made a steel cage match[image: External link].[34] Also in the tag team division, Enzo Amore and Big Cass continued their feud with Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson.[30]

Also on the post-Payback Raw, new Raw Women's Champion Alexa Bliss had a coronation on becoming the new champion as well as being the first woman to win both the Raw and SmackDown women's titles. The other seven female wrestlers on the Raw roster were also in the ring. She belittled Mickie James, Sasha Banks, and Bayley before a brawl broke out that resulted in an eight woman tag team match where the team of Bliss, Nia Jax, Emma[image: External link], and Alicia Fox[image: External link] defeated the team of Bayley, Banks, James, and Dana Brooke[image: External link].[30] On the May 15 episode, Bayley invoked her championship rematch clause for Extreme Rules, and it was made a Kendo Stick-on-a-Pole match[image: External link].[32]

WWE Cruiserweight Champion Neville and TJ Perkins continued their feud with Austin Aries. Perkins was defeated by Aries on the post-Payback Raw, but Perkins attacked Aries after the match and attempted to injure him.[30] Aries was given another championship opportunity at Extreme Rules in a submission match[image: External link].[32][34]

On the May 2 episode of SmackDown, Kevin Owens defeated Chris Jericho in a rematch for the United States Championship. Owens subsequently injured Jericho, taking him out of action. Owens was then scheduled to defend the title against AJ Styles at SmackDown's pay-per-view Backlash[image: External link].[35]
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 Results






	No.
	Results
	Stipulations
	Times[27][28]



	1P
	Enzo Amore and Big Cass defeated Luke Gallows and Karl Anderson
	Tag team match[image: External link][36]
	6:35



	2
	Chris Jericho defeated Kevin Owens (c) by submission
	Singles match[image: External link] for the WWE United States Championship

Since Jericho won the title, he was transferred to SmackDown[37]
	17:55



	3
	Austin Aries[image: External link] defeated Neville[image: External link] (c) by disqualification
	Singles match for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link][38]
	11:20



	4
	The Hardy Boyz[image: External link] (Matt Hardy[image: External link] and Jeff Hardy[image: External link]) (c) defeated Cesaro and[image: External link] Sheamus[image: External link]
	Tag team match for the WWE Raw Tag Team Championship[39]
	12:45



	5
	Alexa Bliss[image: External link] defeated Bayley[image: External link] (c)
	Singles match for the WWE Raw Women's Championship[40]
	11:15



	6
	Bray Wyatt[image: External link] defeated Randy Orton[image: External link]
	House of Horrors match[image: External link][41]
	17:10

[Note 1]



	7
	Seth Rollins[image: External link] defeated Samoa Joe[image: External link]
	Singles match[42]
	15:55



	8
	Braun Strowman[image: External link] defeated Roman Reigns
	Singles match[43]
	11:50



	


	(c) – refers to the champion(s) heading into the match

	P – indicates the match took place on the pre-show











	
^ This time indicates the combined length of time that the match was shown on the show's broadcast. As the first part of this match was pre-taped prior to Payback at the House of Horrors and with the second part occurring live in the arena, it is impossible to determine the exact length of time that the match was taped for during filming which took place at the House of Horrors.
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Professional Wrestling






This article is about wrestling as a form of "rehearsed" entertainment. For the Olympic sport, see Wrestling[image: External link]. For wrestling as a competitive sport at a professional level, see Professional wrestling (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Professional wrestling (often shortened to pro wrestling or simply wrestling) is a form of performance art[image: External link] which combines athletics[image: External link] with theatrical performance[image: External link].[1] It takes the form of events, held by touring companies, which mimic[image: External link] a title match[image: External link] combat sport[image: External link]. The unique form of sport portrayed is fundamentally based on classical[image: External link] and " catch[image: External link]" wrestling, with modern additions of striking attacks[image: External link], strength-based[image: External link] holds and throws[image: External link] and acrobatic maneuvers[image: External link], much of these derive from the influence of various international[image: External link] martial arts[image: External link]. An additional aspect of combat with improvised weaponry[image: External link] is sometimes included to varying degrees.

The matches have predetermined outcomes to heighten entertainment[image: External link] value and all combative maneuvers are executed with the full cooperation of those involved[image: External link] and carefully performed in specific manners intended to lessen the chance of actual injury.[2] These facts were once kept highly secretive[image: External link], but are now a widely accepted open secret[image: External link]. By and large, the true nature of the performance is not discussed by the performing company in official media to sustain and promote the willing suspension of disbelief[image: External link] for the audience by maintaining an aura of verisimilitude[image: External link]. Fan communications by individual wrestlers and promotions through outside media (i.e. interviews) will often directly acknowledge the dramatic and "fixed" nature of the spectacle.



TOP
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 History




Main article: History of professional wrestling[image: External link]


Originating as a popular form of entertainment in 19th-century Europe[3] and later as a sideshow[image: External link] exhibition in North American[image: External link] traveling carnivals[image: External link] and vaudeville[image: External link] halls[image: External link], professional wrestling grew into a standalone genre of entertainment with many diverse variations in cultures around the globe, and is now considered a multi-million dollar entertainment industry. While it has completely disappeared from Europe, in North America, it has experienced several different periods of prominent cultural popularity during its century and a half of existence. The advent of television gave professional wrestling a new outlet, and wrestling (along with boxing[image: External link]) was instrumental in making pay-per-view a viable method of content delivery[image: External link].
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 Scope and influence




Unlike in Europe, show wrestling has become especially prominent in Japan and in Central[image: External link] and North America.[4] In Brazil[image: External link], there was a very popular wrestling television program from the 1960s to the early 1980s called Telecatch[image: External link]. High-profile figures in the sport have become celebrities or cultural icons[image: External link] in their native or adopted home countries.

Although professional wrestling started out as petty acts in sideshows[image: External link], traveling circuses[image: External link] and carnivals[image: External link], today it is a billion-dollar industry. Revenue is drawn from ticket sales, network television broadcasts, pay-per-view broadcasts, branded merchandise and home video. Pro wrestling was instrumental in making pay-per-view a viable method of content delivery. Annual shows such as WrestleMania, Bound for Glory[image: External link] and formerly Starrcade[image: External link] are among the highest-selling pay-per-view programming each year. In modern day, internet programming has been utilized by a number of companies to air web shows, internet pay per views (IPPVs) or on-demand content, helping to generate internet-related revenue earnings from the evolving World Wide Web.

Home video sales dominate the Billboard charts[image: External link] Recreational Sports DVD sales, with wrestling holding anywhere from 3 to 9 of the top 10 spots every week.[5]

Due to its persistent cultural presence and to its novelty within the performing arts, wrestling constitutes a recurring topic in both academia and the media. Several documentaries have been produced looking at professional wrestling, most notably, Beyond the Mat[image: External link] directed by Barry W. Blaustein, and Wrestling with Shadows[image: External link] featuring wrestler Bret Hart and directed by Paul Jay. There have also been many fictional depictions of wrestling; the 2008 film The Wrestler[image: External link] received several Oscar[image: External link] nominations and began a career revival for star Mickey Rourke[image: External link].

Currently, the largest professional wrestling company worldwide is the United States-based WWE, which bought out many smaller regional companies in the late 20th century, as well as its primary US competitors World Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (WCW) and Extreme Championship Wrestling[image: External link] (ECW) in early 2001. Other prominent professional wrestling companies worldwide include the US-based Impact Wrestling[image: External link], formerly known as Total Nonstop Action Wrestling (TNA), and Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH), Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre[image: External link] and Asistencia Asesoría y Administración[image: External link] in Mexico, and the Japanese New Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link], All Japan Pro Wrestling[image: External link] and Pro Wrestling Noah[image: External link] leagues.
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 Genre conventions




Main articles: Kayfabe and Shoot (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


When talking about professional wrestling, there are two levels: the "in-show" happenings that are presented through the shows, and happenings which are outside the scope of performance (in other words, are real life[image: External link]) but have implications on the performance, such as performer contracts, legitimate injuries, etc. Because actual events are often co-opted by writers for incorporation into storylines for the performers, the lines are often blurred and become confused.

Special care must be taken when talking about people who perform under their own name. The actions of the character should be considered fictional events, wholly separate from the life of the performer. This is similar to other entertainers who perform with a persona that shares their own name (such as Stephen Colbert[image: External link] and his fictional persona[image: External link]).

Some wrestlers would incorporate elements of their real-life personalities into their characters, even if they and their in-ring persona have different names.
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 Kayfabe




Historians are unsure at what point wrestling changed from competitive catch wrestling into worked entertainment. Those who participated felt that maintenance of a constant and complete illusion for all who were not involved was necessary to keep audience interest. For decades, wrestlers lived their public lives as though they were their characters.

The practice of keeping the illusion, and the various methods used to do so, came to be known as "kayfabe" within wrestling circles, or " working[image: External link] the marks[image: External link]". An entire lexicon of slang jargon and euphemism developed to allow performers to communicate without outsiders' knowledge of what was being said.

Occasionally a performer will deviate from the intended sequence of events. This is known as a shoot[image: External link]. Sometimes shoot-like elements are included in wrestling stories to blur the line between performance and reality. These are known as "worked shoots". However, the vast majority of events in professional wrestling are preplanned and improvised within accepted boundaries.

Gradually, the predetermined nature of professional wrestling became an open secret, as prominent figures in the wrestling business (including World Wrestling Entertainment owner Vince McMahon) began to publicly admit that wrestling was entertainment, not competition. This public reveal has garnered mixed reactions from the wrestling community, as some feel that exposure ruins the experience to the spectators as does exposure[image: External link] in illusionism[image: External link]. Despite the public admission of the theatrical nature of professional wrestling, many U.S. states still regulate[image: External link] professional wrestling as they do other professional competitive sports. For example, New York State still regulates "professional wrestling" through the New York State Athletic Commission[image: External link] (SAC). [6]
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 Aspects of performing art




Professional wrestling shows can be considered a form of theatre in the round[image: External link], with the ring, ringside area, and entryway comprising a thrust stage[image: External link]. However, there is a much more limited concept of a fourth wall[image: External link] than in most theatric performances. The audience is recognized and acknowledged by the performers as spectators[image: External link] to the sporting event being portrayed, and are encouraged to interact as such. This leads to a high level of audience participation; in fact, their reactions can dictate how the performance unfolds.[7] Often, individual matches will be part of a longer storyline conflict between " babyfaces[image: External link]" (often shortened to just "faces") and " heels[image: External link]". "Faces" (the "good guys") are those whose actions are intended to encourage the audience to cheer, while "heels" (the "bad guys") act to draw the spectators' ire.
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 Rules




There is no governing authority for professional wrestling rules, although there is a general standard which has developed. Each promotion has their own variation, but all are similar enough to avoid confusion most of the time. Any rule described here is simply a standard, and may or may not correspond exactly with any given promotion's ruleset.

It should be noted that, due to the staged nature of wrestling, these are not actual "rules" in the sense that they would be considered in similar articles about actual sports like freestyle wrestling[image: External link]. Instead, the "rules" in this article are implemented and supposedly enforced for the sake of suspension of disbelief[image: External link] (known as kayfabe in the jargon of the business[image: External link]).
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 General structure




Matches are held between two or more sides ("corners"). Each corner may consist of one wrestler, or a team of two or more. Most team matches are governed by tag team rules (see below). Other matches are free-for-alls, with multiple combatants but no teams. In all variants, there can be only one winning team or wrestler.

The standard method of scoring is the "fall", which is accomplished by:


	
Pinning[image: External link] the opponent's shoulders to the mat, typically for three seconds (though other times have been used)

	Forcing the opponent to submit[image: External link]


	
Disqualification[image: External link] of the opponent

	The opponent remaining outside the ring for too long (countout)

	
Knocking out[image: External link] or otherwise incapacitating the opponent



These are each explained in greater detail below. Typically, pinfalls and submissions must occur within the ring area, however there are times where it may be stipulated otherwise.

Most wrestling matches last for a set number of falls, with the first side to achieve the majority number of pinfalls, submissions, or countouts being the winner. Historically, matches were wrestled to 3 falls ("best 2 out of 3") or 5 falls ("best 3 out of 5"). The standard for modern matches is one fall. However, even though it is now standard, many announcers will explicitly state this (e.g. "The following contest is set for one fall with a 20-minute time limit.") These matches are given a time limit; if not enough falls are scored by the end of the time limit, the match is declared a draw. Modern matches are generally given a 10- to 30-minute time limit for standard matches; title matches can go for up to one hour. British wrestling matches held under Admiral-Lord Mountevans rules[image: External link] are 2 out of 3 falls.

An alternative is a match set for a prescribed length of time, with a running tally of falls. The entrant with the most falls at the end of the time limit is declared the winner. This is usually for 20, 30 or 60 minutes, and is commonly called an Iron Man match[image: External link]. This type of match can be modified so that fewer types of falls are allowed.

In matches with multiple competitors, an elimination system may be used. Any wrestler who has a fall scored against them is forced out of the match, and the match continues until only one remains. However, it is much more common when more than two wrestlers are involved to simply go one fall, with the one scoring the fall, regardless of who they scored it against, being the winner. In championship matches, this means that, unlike one-on-one matches (where the champion can simply disqualify himself or get himself counted out to retain the title via the Champion's Advantage), the champion does not have to be pinned or involved in the decision to lose the championship. However, heel[image: External link] champions often find advantages, not in Champion's Advantage, but in the use of weapons and outside interference, as these poly-sided matches tend to involve no holds barred[image: External link] rules.

Many modern specialty matches have been devised, with unique winning conditions. The most common of these is the ladder match. In the basic ladder match, the wrestlers or teams of wrestlers must climb a ladder to obtain a prize that is hoisted above the ring. The key to winning this match is that the wrestler or team of wrestlers must try to incapacitate each other long enough for one wrestler to climb the ladder and secure that prize for their team. As a result, the ladder can be used as a weapon. The prizes include but are not limited to any given championship belt (the traditional prize), a document granting the winner the right to a future title shot, or any document that matters to the wrestlers involved in the match (such as one granting the winner a cash prize). Another common specialty match is known as the battle royal. In a battle royal, all the wrestlers enter the ring to the point that there are 20-30 wrestlers in the ring at one time. When the match begins, the simple objective is to throw the opponent over the top rope and out of the ring with both feet on the floor to eliminate that opponent. The last wrestler standing is declared the winner. A variant on this type of match is the WWE's Royal Rumble where two wrestlers enter the ring to start the match and other wrestlers follow in 90 second intervals (previously 2 minutes) until 30-40 wrestlers have entered the ring. All other rules stay the same. For more match types, see Professional wrestling match types.

Every match must be assigned a rule keeper known as a referee[image: External link], who is the final arbitrator. In multi-man lucha libre[image: External link] matches, two referees are used, one inside the ring and one outside.

Due to the legitimate[image: External link] role that referees play in wrestling of serving as liaison between the bookers backstage and the wrestlers in the ring (the role of being a final arbitrator is merely kayfabe), the referee is present, even in matches that do not at first glance appear to require a referee (such as a ladder match, as it is no holds barred, and the criteria for victory could theoretically be assessed from afar). Although their actions are also frequently scripted for dramatic effect, referees are subject to certain general rules and requirements to maintain the theatrical appearance of unbiased authority. The most basic rule is that an action must be seen by a referee to be declared for a fall or disqualification. This allows for heel[image: External link] characters to gain a scripted advantage by distracting or disabling the referee to perform some ostensibly illegal maneuver on their opponent. Most referees are unnamed and essentially anonymous, though the WWE has let their officials reveal their names.

Special guest referees[image: External link] may be used from time to time; by virtue of their celebrity status, they are often scripted to dispense with the appearance of neutrality and use their influence to unfairly influence the outcome of the match for added dramatic impact. Face special referees will often fight back against hostile heel wrestlers, particularly if the special referee is either a wrestler himself or a famous martial artist (such as Tito Ortiz[image: External link] at the main event at TNA Hard Justice 2005[image: External link]).

For heel special referees, common ways of assisting the heel wrestler to obtain victory include, but are not limited to, the following:


	Counting fast whenever the face wrestler is being pinned, while counting slow, or even refusing to count at all, when the heel wrestler is being pinned.

	Allowing heel wrestlers to use blatantly illegal tactics that most normal referees would instantly disqualify for, while not extending these relaxed rules to face wrestlers.

	Feigning unconsciousness far longer than they would normally otherwise be out, allowing for greater opportunities for run-ins, while instantly waking up the moment the heel wrestler seems to have an advantage.

	Actually assisting in attacking the face wrestler.



Matches are held within a wrestling ring[image: External link], an elevated square canvas[image: External link] mat with posts on each corner. A cloth apron hangs over the edges of the ring. Three horizontal ropes or cables surround the ring, suspended with turnbuckles which are connected to the posts. For safety, the ropes are padded at the turnbuckles and cushioned mats surround the floor outside the ring. Guardrails or a similar barrier enclose this area from the audience. Wrestlers are generally expected to stay within the confines of the ring, though matches sometimes end up outside the ring, and even in the audience, to add excitement.
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 Tag rules




Main article: Tag team[image: External link]


In some team matches, only one entrant from each team may be designated as the "legal" or "active" wrestler at any given moment. Two wrestlers must make physical contact (typically palm-to-palm) to transfer this legal status. This is known as a "tag", with the participants "tagging out" and "tagging in". Typically the wrestler who is tagging out has a 5-second count to leave the ring, whereas the one tagging in can enter the ring at any time, resulting in heels legally double-teaming a face.

The non-legal wrestlers must remain outside the ring or other legal area at all times (and avoid purposeful contact with the opposing wrestlers) or face reprimand from the referee. In most promotions, the wrestler to be tagged in must be touching the turnbuckle on his corner, or a cloth strap attached to the turnbuckle.

Some multi-wrestler matches allow for a set number of legal wrestlers, and a legal wrestler may tag out to any other wrestler, regardless of team. In these matches, the tag need not be a mutual effort, and this results in active wrestlers being tagged out against their will, or non-legal wrestlers forced to enter the battle.

Sometimes, poly-sided matches that pit every man for himself will incorporate tagging rules. Outside of kayfabe, this is done to give wrestlers a break from the action (as these matches tend to go on for long periods of time), and to make the action in the ring easier to choreograph. One of the most mainstream examples of this is the Four-Corner match, the most common type of match in the WWE before it was replaced with its equivalent Fatal Four-Way; four wrestlers, each for himself, fight in a match, but only two wrestlers can be in the match at any given time. The other two are positioned in the corner, and tags can be made between any two wrestlers.

In a Texas Tornado Tag Team match, all the competitors are legal in the match, and tagging in and out is not necessary. All matches fought under hardcore rules[image: External link] (such as no disqualification, no holds barred, ladder match, etc.) are all contested under de facto[image: External link] Texas Tornado rules, since the lack of ability of a referee to issue a disqualification renders any tagging requirements moot.

Regardless of rules of tagging, a wrestler cannot pin his or her own tag team partner, even if it is technically possible from the rules of the match (e.g. Texas Tornado rules, or a three-way tag team match). This is called the "Outlaw Rule" because the first team to attempt to use that (in an attempt to unfairly retain their tag team titles) was the New Age Outlaws[image: External link].
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 Decisions
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 Pinfall




Main article: Pin (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


To score by pinfall, a wrestler must pin both his opponent's shoulders against the mat while the referee slaps the mat three times (referred to as a "three count"). This is the most common form of defeat. The pinned wrestler must also be on his back and, if he is lying on his belly, it usually does not count. A count may be started at any time that a wrestler's shoulders are down (both shoulders touching the mat), back-first and any part of the opponent's body is lying over the wrestler. This often results in pins that can easily be kicked out of, if the defensive wrestler is even slightly conscious. For example, an attacking wrestler who is half-conscious may simply drape an arm over an opponent, or a cocky wrestler may place his foot gently on the opponent's body, prompting a three-count from the referee.

Illegal pinning methods include using the ropes for leverage and hooking the opponent's clothing, which are therefore popular cheating methods for heels[image: External link], unless certain stipulations make such an advantage legal. Such pins as these are rarely seen by the referee and are subsequently often used by heels and on occasion by cheating faces to win matches. Even if it is noticed, it is rare for such an attempt to result in a disqualification (see below) and instead it simply results in nullification of the pin attempt, so the heel wrestler rarely has anything to lose for trying it anyway.

Occasionally, there are instances where a pinfall is made where both wrestlers' shoulders were on the mat for the three-count. This situation will most likely lead to a draw, and in some cases a continuation of the match or a future match to determine the winner.
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 Submission, knockout and incapacitating the opponent




To score by submission, the wrestler must make his opponent give up, usually, but not necessarily, by putting him in a submission hold (e.g. figure four leg-lock, arm-lock, sleeper-hold).

A wrestler may voluntarily submit by verbally informing the referee (usually used in moves such as the Mexican Surfboard, where all four limbs are incapacitated, making tapping impossible). Also, since Ken Shamrock[image: External link] popularized it in 1997, a wrestler can indicate a voluntary submission by "tapping out[image: External link]",[8] that is, tapping a free hand against the mat or against an opponent. Occasionally, a wrestler will reach for a rope (see rope breaks below), only to put his hand back on the mat so he can crawl towards the rope some more; this is NOT a submission, and the referee decides what his intent is. Submission was initially a large factor in professional wrestling, but following the decline of the submission-oriented catch-as-catch-can[image: External link] style from mainstream professional wrestling, the submission largely faded. Despite this, some wrestlers, such as Chris Jericho, Ric Flair, Bret Hart, Kurt Angle[image: External link], Ken Shamrock[image: External link], Dean Malenko[image: External link], Chris Benoit[image: External link], and Tazz[image: External link], became famous for winning matches via submission. A wrestler with a signature submission technique is portrayed as better at applying the hold, making it more painful or more difficult to get out of than others who use it, or can be falsely credited as inventing the hold (such as when Tazz popularized the kata ha jime[image: External link] judo choke in pro wrestling as the "Tazzmission").

Since all contact between the wrestlers must cease if any part of the body is touching, or underneath, the ropes, many wrestlers will attempt to break submission holds by deliberately grabbing the bottom ropes. This is called a "rope break", and it is one of the most common ways to break a submission hold. Most holds leave an arm or leg free, so that the person can tap out if he wants. Instead, he uses these free limbs to either grab one of the ring ropes (the bottom one is the most common, as it is nearest the wrestlers, though other ropes sometimes are used for standing holds such as Chris Masters[image: External link]' Master Lock) or drape his foot across, or underneath one. Once this has been accomplished, and the accomplishment is witnessed by the referee, the referee will demand that the offending wrestler break the hold, and start counting to five if the wrestler does not. If the referee reaches the count of five, and the wrestler still does not break the hold, he is disqualified.

If a manager[image: External link] decides that his client wrestler should tap out, but cannot convince the wrestler himself to do so, he may "throw in the towel" (by literally taking a gym towel and hurling it into the ring where the referee can see it). This is the same as a submission, as in kayfabe the manager is considered the wrestlers agent[image: External link] and therefore authorized to make formal decisions (such as forfeiting a match) on the client's behalf.
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 Knockout




Passing out in a submission hold constitutes a loss by knockout[image: External link]. To determine if a wrestler has passed out in WWE, the referee usually picks up and drops his hand. If it drops to the mat or floor three consecutive times without the wrestler having the strength to hold it up, the wrestler is considered to have passed out. At one point this was largely ignored. However, the rule is now much more commonly observed for safety reasons. If the wrestler has passed out, the opponent then scores by submission.

A wrestler can also win by knockout if he does not resort to submission holds, but stills pummels his opponent to the point that he is completely out cold. To check for a knockout in this manner a referee would wave his hand in front of the wrestlers' face and, if the wrestler does not react in any way, the referee would award the victory to the other wrestler.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Countout




A countout (alternatively "count-out" or "count out") happens when a wrestler is out of the ring long enough for the referee to count to ten (twenty in some promotions) and thus disqualified. The count is broken and restarted when a wrestler in the ring exits the ring. Playing into this, some wrestlers would "milk" the count by sliding in the ring and immediately sliding back out. As he was technically inside the ring for a split second before exiting again, it is sufficient to restart the count. This is often referred to by commentators as "breaking the count". Heels often use this tactic in order to buy themselves more time to catch their breath, or to attempt to frustrate their babyface[image: External link] opponents.

If all the active wrestlers in a match are down inside the ring at the same time, the referee would begin a count (usually ten seconds, twenty in Japan). If nobody rises to their feet by the end of the count, the match is ruled a draw. Any participant who stands up in time would end the count for everyone else, while in a Last Man Standing match this form of a countout is the only way that the match can end, so the referee would count when one or more wrestlers are down and one wrestler standing up before the 10-count does not stop the count for another wrestler who is still down.

In some promotions (and most major modern ones), Championships cannot change hands via a countout, unless the on-screen authority declares it for at least one match, although in others, championships may change hands via countout. Heels are known to take advantage of this and will intentionally get counted out when facing difficult opponents, especially when defending championships.
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 Disqualification




Disqualification (sometimes abbreviated as "DQ") occurs when a wrestler violates the match's rules, thus losing automatically. Although a countout can technically be considered a disqualification (as it is, for all intents and purposes, an automatic loss suffered as a result of violating a match rule), the two concepts are often distinct in wrestling. A no disqualification match can still end by countout (although this is rare). Typically, a match must be declared a "no holds barred" match, a "street fight" or some other term, in order for both disqualifications and countouts to be waived.

Disqualification from a match is called for a number of reasons:


	Performing any illegal holds or maneuvers, such as refusing to break a hold when an opponent is in the ropes, hair-pulling, choking or biting an opponent, or repeatedly punching with a closed fist. These violations are usually subject to a referee-administered five count and will result in disqualification if the wrestler does not cease the offending behavior in time. Note that the ban on closed fists does not apply if the attacker is in middair when the punch connects, like with Jerry Lawler[image: External link]'s diving fist drop or Roman Reigns' Superman Punch[image: External link].

	Attacking an opponent's eye, such as raking it, poking it, gouging it[image: External link], punching it or other severe attacks to the eye.

	Any outside interference involving a person not involved in the match striking or holding a wrestler. Sometimes (depending on the promotion and uniqueness of the situation), if a heel attempts to interfere but is ejected from the ring by a wrestler or referee before this occurs, there may not be a disqualification. In this disqualification method, the wrestler being attacked by the foreign member is awarded the win. Sometimes, however, this can work in heels' favor. In February 2009, Shawn Michaels[image: External link], who was under the kayfabe employment of John "Bradshaw" Layfield[image: External link], interfered in a match and super kicked JBL in front of the referee to get his employer the win via "outside interference".

	Striking an opponent with a foreign object[image: External link] (an object not permitted by the rules of the match; see hardcore wrestling[image: External link]) (sometimes the win decision can be reversed if the referee spots the weapon before pin attempt or after the match because they tried to strike when referee is either distracted or knocked out).[9]


	Using any kind of "banned" move (see below for details).

	A direct low blow to the groin[image: External link] (unless the rules of the match specifically allow this).

	Intentionally laying hands on the referee.

	Pulling an opponent's mask off during a match (this is illegal in Mexico, and sometimes in Japan).

	Throwing an opponent over the top rope during a match (this move is still illegal in the National Wrestling Alliance[image: External link])

	In a mixed tag team match, a man hitting a woman, or vice versa.



In practice, not all rule violations will result in a disqualification as the referee may use his own judgement and is not obligated to stop the match. Usually, the only offenses that the referee will see and immediately disqualify the match on (as opposed to having multiple offenses) are low blows[image: External link], weapon usage[image: External link], interference, or assaulting the referee. In WWE, a referee must see the violation with his own eyes to rule that the match end in a disqualification (simply watching the video tape is not usually enough) and the referee's ruling is almost always final, although dusty finishes (named after, and made famous by, Dusty Rhodes[image: External link]) will often result in the referee's decision being overturned. It is not uncommon for the referees themselves to get knocked out during a match, which is commonly referred to by the term "ref bump". While the referee remains "unconscious", wrestlers are free to violate rules until he is revived or replaced. In some cases, a referee might disqualify a person under the presumption that it was that wrestler who knocked him out; most referee knockouts are arranged to allow a wrestler, usually a heel, to gain an advantage. For example, a wrestler may get whipped into a referee at a slower speed, knocking the ref down for short amount of time; during that interim period, one wrestler may pin his opponent for a three-count and would have won the match but for the referee being down (sometimes, another referee will sprint to the ring from backstage to attempt to make the count, but by then, the other wrestler has had enough time to kick out on his own accord).

If all participants in a match continue to breach the referee's instructions, the match may end in a double disqualification, where both wrestlers or teams (in a tag team[image: External link] match) have been disqualified. The match is essentially nullified, and called a draw or in some cases a restart or the same match being held at a pay-per-view or next night's show.
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 Draw




A professional wrestling match can end in a draw. A draw occurs if both opponents are simultaneously disqualified (as via countout[image: External link] or if the referee loses complete control of the match and both opponents attack each other with no regard to being in a match, like Brock Lesnar vs. Undertaker at 2002 Unforgiven), neither opponent is able to answer a ten-count, or both opponents simultaneously win the match. The latter can occur if, for example, one opponent's shoulders touch the mat while maintaining a submission hold against another opponent. If the opponent in the hold begins to tap out[image: External link] at the same time a referee counts to three for pinning the opponent delivering the hold, both opponents have legally achieved scoring conditions simultaneously. Traditionally, a championship may not change hands in the event of a draw (though it may become vacant), though some promotions such as Total Nonstop Action Wrestling[image: External link] have endorsed rules where the champion may lose a title by disqualification. A variant of the draw is the time-limit draw, where the match does not have a winner by a specified time period (a one-hour draw, which was once common, is known in wrestling circles as a "Broadway").

Also if two wrestlers have been given a disqualification by either the referee or the chairman, this is a no contest and if there is a title on the line the champion keeps the championship.
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 No contest




A wrestling match may be declared a no contest if the winning conditions are unable to occur. This can be due to excessive interference, loss of referee's control over the match, one or more participants sustaining debilitating injury not caused by the opponent, or the inability of a scheduled match to even begin. A no contest is a state separate and distinct from a draw — a draw indicates winning conditions were met. Although the terms are sometimes used interchangeably in practice, this usage is technically incorrect.
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 Dramatic elements




While each wrestling match is ostensibly a competition of athletics and strategy, the goal of each match from a business standpoint is to excite and entertain the audience. Although the competition is staged, dramatic emphasis can be utilized to draw out the most intense reaction from the audience. Heightened interest results in higher attendance rates, increased ticket sales, higher ratings on television broadcasts (which result in greater ad revenue), higher pay-per-view buyrates, and sales of branded merchandise and recorded video footage. All of these contribute to the profit of the promotion company.
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 Character/gimmick




In Latin America and English-speaking countries, most wrestlers (and other on-stage performers) portray character[image: External link] roles, sometimes with personalities wildly different from their own. These personalities are a gimmick[image: External link] intended to heighten interest in a wrestler without regard to athletic ability. Some can be unrealistic and cartoon[image: External link]-like (such as Doink the Clown[image: External link]), while others carry more verisimilitude (such as Chris Jericho, The Rock[image: External link], John Cena, Steve Austin[image: External link], and CM Punk[image: External link]). In lucha libre[image: External link], many characters wear masks, adopting a secret identity[image: External link] akin to a superhero[image: External link], a near-sacred tradition.[10]

An individual wrestler may sometimes use his real name, or a minor variation of it, for much of his career, such as Bret Hart, John Cena and Randy Orton[image: External link]. Others can keep one ring name for their entire career (cases in point include Chris Jericho, Shawn Michaels[image: External link], CM Punk[image: External link] and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link]), or may change from time to time to better suit the demands of the audience or company. Sometimes a character is owned and trademarked by the company, forcing the wrestler to find a new one when he leaves (although a simple typeset change, such as changing Rhyno[image: External link] to Rhino, can usually get around this), and sometimes a character is owned by the wrestler. Sometimes, a wrestler may change his legal name to obtain ownership of his ring name (examples include Andrew Martin[image: External link] and Warrior[image: External link]). Many wrestlers (such as The Rock[image: External link] and The Undertaker) are strongly identified with their character, even responding to the name in public or between friends. It's actually considered proper decorum for fellow wrestlers to refer to each other by their stage names/characters rather than their birth/legal names, unless otherwise introduced.[11] A professional wrestling character's popularity can grow to the point that it makes appearances in other media (see Hulk Hogan[image: External link] and El Santo[image: External link]) or even give the performer enough visibility to enter politics[image: External link] (Antonio Inoki[image: External link] and Jesse Ventura[image: External link], among others).

Typically, matches are staged between a protagonist[image: External link] (historically an audience favorite, known as a babyface[image: External link], or "the good guy") and an antagonist[image: External link] (historically a villain with arrogance, a tendency to break rules, or other unlikable qualities, called a heel[image: External link]). In recent years, however, antiheroes[image: External link] have also become prominent in professional wrestling. There is also a less common role of a "tweener", who is neither fully face nor fully heel yet able to play either role effectively (case in point, Samoa Joe[image: External link] during his first run in TNA Wrestling[image: External link] from June 2005 to November 2006).

At times a character may " turn[image: External link]", altering their face/heel alignment. This may be an abrupt, surprising event, or it may slowly build up over time. It almost always is accomplished with a markable change in behavior on the part of the character. Some turns become defining points in a wrestler's career, as was the case when Hulk Hogan turned heel[image: External link] after being a top face for over a decade. Others may have no noticeable effect on the character's status. If a character repeatedly switches between being a face and heel, this lessens the effect of such turns, and may result in apathy from the audience. Vince McMahon is a good example of having more heel and face turns than anyone in WWE history.

As with personae in general, a character's face or heel alignment may change with time, or remain constant over its lifetime (the most famous example of the latter is Ricky Steamboat[image: External link], a WWE Hall of Famer[image: External link] who remained a babyface throughout his entire career). Sometimes a character's heel turn will become so popular that eventually the audience response will alter the character's heel-face cycle to the point where the heel persona will, in practice, become a face persona, and what was previously the face persona, will turn into the heel persona, such as when Dwayne Johnson[image: External link] first began using "The Rock" persona as a heel character, as opposed to his original "Rocky Maivia" babyface persona. Another legendary example is Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link], who was originally booked as a heel, with such mannerisms as drinking on the job, using profanity[image: External link], breaking company property, and even breaking into people's private homes[image: External link]. However, much to WWF's surprise, the fans got such a charge out of Austin's antics that he effectively became one of the greatest antiheroes in the history of the business. He, along with the stable of D-Generation X[image: External link], is generally credited with ushering in the Attitude Era[image: External link] of WWF programming.
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 Story




While true exhibition matches[image: External link] are not uncommon, most matches tell a story analogous to a scene in a play or film, or an episode of a serial drama: The face will sometimes win (triumph) or sometimes lose (tragedy). Longer story arcs[image: External link] can result from multiple matches over the course of time. Since most promotions have a championship title, competition for the championship is a common impetus for stories. Also, anything from a character's own hair to his job with the promotion can be wagered[image: External link] in a match.

Some matches are designed to further a story of only one participant. It could be intended to portray him or her as a strong unstoppable force, a lucky underdog, a sore loser, or any other characterization. Sometimes non-wrestling vignettes[image: External link] are shown to enhance a character's image without the need for matches.

Other stories result from a natural rivalry between two or more characters. Outside of performance, these are referred to as feuds[image: External link]. A feud can exist between any number of participants and can last for a few days up to multiple decades. The feud between Ric Flair and Ricky Steamboat[image: External link] lasted from the late 1970s into the early 1990s and allegedly spanned over two thousand matches (although most of those matches were mere dark matches[image: External link]). The career-spanning history between characters Mike Awesome[image: External link] and Masato Tanaka[image: External link] is another example of a long-running feud, as is the case of Steve Austin[image: External link] vs. Vince McMahon, one of the most lucrative feuds in the World Wrestling Federation during 1998 and 1999.

In theory, the longer a feud is built up, the more audience interest (aka heat[image: External link]) will exist. The main event[image: External link] of a wrestling show is generally the one with the most heat behind it. Commonly, a heel will hold the upper hand over a face until a final showdown, heightening dramatic tension as the face's fans desire to see him win.

Throughout the history of professional wrestling, many other elements and forms of media have been utilized in professional wrestling storytelling: pre- and post-match interviews, "backstage" skits, positions of authority and worked[image: External link] behind-the-scenes feuds, division rankings (typically the #1-contendership spot), contracts, lotteries, news stories on websites, and in recent years social media[image: External link].

Also, anything that can be used as an element of drama can exist in professional wrestling stories: romantic relationships[image: External link] (including love triangles and marriage), racism, classism, nepotism, favoritism, corporate corruption, family bonds, personal histories, grudges, theft, cheating, assault, betrayal, bribery, seduction, stalking, confidence tricks, extortion, blackmail, substance abuse, self-doubt, self-sacrifice; even kidnapping, sexual fetishism, necrophilia, misogyny, rape and death have been portrayed in wrestling. Some promotions have included supernatural elements such as magic, curses, the undead[image: External link] and Satanic[image: External link] imagery (most notably the Undertaker and his Ministry of Darkness[image: External link], a stable[image: External link] that regularly performed evil rituals and human sacrifice[image: External link] in Satanic-like worship of a hidden power figure). Celebrities would also be involved in storylines.

Commentators have become important in communicating the relevance of the characters' actions to the story at hand, filling in past details and pointing out subtle actions that may otherwise go unnoticed.
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 Promos




Main article: Glossary of professional wrestling terms § Promo[image: External link]


A main part of the story-telling part of wrestling is a promo, short for promotional interview. Promos are performed, or "cut", in wrestling jargon[image: External link], for a variety of reasons, including to heighten interest in a wrestler, or to hype an upcoming match.

Since the crowd is often too loud or the venue too large for promos to be heard naturally, wrestlers will use amplification when speaking in the ring. Unlike most Hollywood acting, large and highly visible handheld microphones are typically used and wrestlers often speak directly to the audience.
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 Championships




Main article: Championship (professional wrestling)[image: External link]


Professional wrestling mimics the structure of title match[image: External link] combat sports[image: External link]. Participants compete for a championship[image: External link] and must defend it after winning it. These titles are represented physically by a title belt[image: External link] that can be worn by the champion. In the case of team wrestling, there is a title belt for each member of the team.

Almost all professional wrestling promotions have one major title, and some have more. Championships are designated by divisions of weight, height, gender, wrestling style and other qualifications.

Typically, each promotion only recognizes the "legitimacy" of their own titles, although cross-promotion[image: External link] does happen. When one promotion absorbs or purchases another, the titles from the defunct promotion may continue to be defended in the new promotion or be decommissioned.

Behind the scenes[image: External link], the bookers[image: External link] in a company will place the title on the most accomplished performer, or those the bookers believe will generate fan[image: External link] interest in terms of event attendance and television viewership. Lower ranked titles may also be used on the performers who show potential, thus allowing them greater exposure to the audience. However other circumstances may also determine the use of a championship. A combination of a championship's lineage, the caliber of performers as champion, and the frequency and manner of title changes, dictates the audience's perception of the title's quality, significance and reputation.

A wrestler's championship accomplishments can be central to their career, becoming a measure of their performance ability and drawing[image: External link] power. In general, a wrestler with multiple title reigns or an extended title reign is indicative of a wrestler's ability to maintain audience interest and/or a wrestler's ability to perform in the ring. As such, the most accomplished or decorated wrestlers tend to be revered as legends despite the predetermined nature of title reigns. American wrestler Ric Flair has had multiple world heavyweight championship[image: External link] reigns spanning over three decades. Japanese wrestler Último Dragón[image: External link] once held and defended a record 10 titles simultaneously.
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 Non-standard matches




Often a match will take place under additional rules, usually serving as a special attraction or a climactic point in a feud or storyline. Sometimes this will be the culmination of an entire feud, ending it for the immediate future (known as a blowoff match).

Perhaps the most well-known non-standard match is the cage match[image: External link], in which the ring is surrounded by a fence or similar metal structure, with the express intention of preventing escape or outside interference—and with the added bonus of the cage being a potentially brutal weapon or platform for launching attacks. The WWE has another provision where a standard cage match can end with one wrestler or wrestling team escaping the cage through the door or over the top.

Another example is the WWE's Royal Rumble match, which involves thirty participants in a random and unknown order. The Rumble match is itself a spectacle in that it is a once-yearly event with multiple participants, including individuals who might not interact otherwise. It also serves as a catalyst for the company's ongoing feuds, as well as a springboard for new storylines.
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 Ring entrance




While the wrestling matches themselves are the primary focus of professional wrestling, a key dramatic element of the business can be entrances of the wrestlers to the arena and ring. It is typical for a wrestler to get their biggest crowd reaction (or "pop") for their ring entrance, rather than for anything they do in the wrestling match itself, especially if former main event stars are returning to a promotion after a long absence.

All notable wrestlers now enter the ring accompanied by music, and regularly add other elements to their entrance. The music played during the ring entrance will usually mirror the wrestler's personality. Many wrestlers, particularly in America, have music and lyrics specially written for their ring entrance. While invented long before, the practice of including music with the entrance gained rapid popularity during the 1980s, largely as a result of the huge success of Hulk Hogan[image: External link] and the WWF, and their Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link]. When a match is won, the victor's theme music is usually also played in celebration.

With the introduction of the Titantron entrance screen in 1997, WWF/WWE wrestlers also had entrance videos made that would play along with their entrance music.

Other dramatic elements of a ring entrance can include:


	Pyrotechnics[image: External link]

	Additional visual graphics or staging props to complement the entrance video/routine or further emphasize the character. For instance, Kane[image: External link]'s entrance graphics employ heavy use of fire-themed visuals, The Undertaker's entrance features dark lighting, fire, fog and dry ice, and lightning-themed effects, John Morrison[image: External link]'s entrance would feature use of multicolored psychedelic style patterns, The Miz has in the past incorporated inflatable lettering spelling out the word "AWESOME" into his entrance, and Montel Vontavious Porter[image: External link] frequently used an inflatable entrance tunnel during his WWE tenure. Goldust has been known to use on-screen visual effects in his entrance to simulate the presentation of a feature film (i.e. widescreen, production company credits), as to emphasize his Hollywood-themed film aficionado character. Brodus Clay[image: External link] enters with disco ball lighting effects to emphasize his "Funkasaurus" character.

	A distinct sound or opening note in the music (used to elicit a Pavlovian[image: External link] response from the crowd). For example, the glass shattering in Steve Austin's entrance theme[image: External link], The Undertaker's signature bell toll[image: External link], or the sound of bells and a cow's moo in JBL's theme.

	Darkening of the arena, often accompanied by mood lighting[image: External link] or strobe lighting[image: External link], such as in The Undertaker's, Triple H's, or Sting[image: External link]'s entrances. Certain colors of lighting have been associated with specific wrestlers; for instance, blue lighting for The Undertaker, green lighting for Triple H, D-Generation X[image: External link], and Shane McMahon, red and orange lighting for Kane[image: External link], multicolored lighting for John Morrison[image: External link], gold lighting for Goldust[image: External link], pink lighting for Val Venis[image: External link], and so forth.

	Costumes that evoke "otherworldly" or "fictional" themes. With examples such as Big Van Vader's bio-mechanical themed headdress which spewed steam, Pyro's fire shooting outfit, Shockmaster's bejeweled space helmet, and Ricky Steamboat's dragon costume, to name a few.

	Entering in a manner in keeping with their character traits, such as a fast, highly energetic entrance, or a slow, stoic entrance. For example, The Ultimate Warrior would run at high speed down the entrance ramp and into the ring while Randy Orton[image: External link] would slowly and darkly walk to the ring. The Undertaker has adopted one of the most notable entrances, taking around 4 to 5 minutes, darkening the whole arena, and performing a slow, intimidating walk. Like sound effects, some entrance mannerisms often become signature to individual wrestlers. For example, Steve Austin[image: External link]'s entrance often involves him standing on the second turnbuckle, raising his hands in the air for few seconds, and then doing the same thing for the other three turnbuckles, a mannerism which has become just as much a signature part of Austin's entrance as the glass-shattering sound effect.

	Driving a vehicle into the arena. For example, Eddie Guerrero[image: External link] would arrive into the arena in a lowrider, The Undertaker (in his "American Bad Ass" biker gimmick), Chuck Palumbo[image: External link], Tara[image: External link], and the Disciples of Apocalypse[image: External link] on motorcycles, The Mexicools[image: External link] on riding lawn mowers, JBL in his limousine, Alberto Del Rio[image: External link] arriving into the arena in various luxury cars, Steve Austin driving an all-terrain vehicle[image: External link], and perhaps most recently Camacho[image: External link] and Hunico[image: External link] entering on a lowrider bicycle.

	Acting out a trademark behavior, such as posing to display their muscularity[image: External link], mounting the ring ropes, or sitting in the corner.

	Talking to the crowd using a distinctive patter[image: External link]. For instance, chanting or rapping along with the music (i.e. Road Dogg[image: External link], R-Truth[image: External link]). Another example is Vickie Guerrero[image: External link] entering to no music, but announcing her arrival with the words "Excuse me!"

	Many heels[image: External link] with narcissistic gimmicks (Lex Luger[image: External link], Shawn Michaels[image: External link], Cody Rhodes[image: External link], Paul Orndorff[image: External link], etc.) would admire themselves with a mirror on their way to the ring.

	Coming through the audience, such as The Sandman's[image: External link] beer drinking and can smashing entrance, or Diamond Dallas Page[image: External link]'s exit through the crowd, and/or most recently, The Shield walking through the arena.

	Accompaniment by a ringside crew[image: External link] or personal security, an example of which would be Goldberg[image: External link]


	Entering the arena by a lift in the stage, such as Kurt Angle[image: External link], Gangrel[image: External link] and Rey Mysterio[image: External link]


	If a wrestler is a current champion, he will attempt to visually draw attention to his championship belt by either holding it high over his head or (if the belt is worn around the waist) moving his hands across it or pointing to it.



Another method of entry involves descending from the ceiling with a Zip-line[image: External link] or rappel line[image: External link] and stunt harness. This has been done by Shawn Michaels at WrestleMania XII[image: External link], by Sting many times in WCW and TNA, and has gained major controversy over its role in the death of wrestler Owen Hart[image: External link] at Over the Edge[image: External link].

Special ring entrances are also developed for big occasions, most notably the WrestleMania event. For example, WrestleMania III and VI both saw all wrestlers enter the arena on motorized miniature wrestling rings. Live bands are sometimes hired to perform live entrance music at special events. John Cena and Triple H are particularly notable in recent years for their highly theatrical entrances at WrestleMania.
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 Wrestlers
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 Women's wrestling




See also: WWE Diva[image: External link] and TNA Knockout[image: External link]


The women's division of professional wrestling has maintained a recognized world champion since 1937, when Mildred Burke[image: External link] won the original World Women's title. She then formed the World Women's Wrestling Association in the early 1950s and recognized herself as the first champion, although the championship would be vacated upon her retirement in 1956. The NWA however, ceased to acknowledge Burke as their Women's World champion in 1954, and instead acknowledged June Byers[image: External link] as champion after a controversial finish to a high-profile match between Burke and Byers that year. Upon Byers' retirement in 1964, The Fabulous Moolah[image: External link], who won a junior heavyweight version of the NWA World Women's Championship[image: External link] (the predecessor to the WWE Women's Championship[image: External link]) in a tournament back in 1958, was recognized by most NWA promoters as champion by default.
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 Intergender wrestling




For most of its history, men and women would rarely compete against each other in professional wrestling, as it was deemed to be unfair and unchivalrous. Andy Kaufman[image: External link] used this to gain notoriety when he created an Intergender Championship and declared it open to any female challenger. This led to a long (worked) feud with Jerry Lawler[image: External link].

In the 1980s, mixed tag team matches began to take place, with a male and female on each team and a rule stating that each wrestler could only attack the opponent of the same gender. If a tag was made, the other team had to automatically switch their legal wrestler as well. Despite these restrictions, many mixed tag matches do feature some physical interaction between participants of different genders. For example, a heel may take a cheap shot at the female wrestler of the opposing team to draw a negative crowd reaction. In lucha libre, cheap-shots and male-female attacks are not uncommon.[10]

Intergender[image: External link] singles bouts were first fought on a national level in the 1990s. This began with Luna Vachon[image: External link], who faced men in ECW and WWF. Later, Chyna[image: External link] became the first female to hold a belt that was not exclusive to women when she won the WWF Intercontinental Championship. While it is a rare feat in WWE, in TNA[image: External link], ODB[image: External link] participates in singles intergender matches. Also, ODB's kayfabe husband and tag team partner Eric Young[image: External link] held the Knockouts tag team titles for a record 478 days before it was stripped by Brooke Hogan[image: External link] because Young was a male.
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 Midget wrestling




Further information: Midget professional wrestling[image: External link]


Midget wrestling can be traced to professional wrestling's carnival and vaudeville origins. In recent years, the popularity and prevalence of midgets in wrestling has greatly decreased due to wrestling companies depriving midget divisions of storyline and/or feud. However, WWE has made a few attempts to enter this market with their "minis" in the 1990s and the "junior's league" as recent as 2006. It is still a popular form of entertainment in Mexican wrestling, mostly as a "sideshow".

Some wrestlers may have their own specific "mini me", like Mascarita Sagrada[image: External link], Alebrije has Quije, etc. There are also cases in which midgets can become valets for a wrestler, and even get physically involved in matches, like Alushe[image: External link], who often accompanies Tinieblas[image: External link], or KeMonito[image: External link], who is portrayed as Consejo Mundial de Lucha Libre's mascot and is also a valet for Mistico. Dave Finlay[image: External link] was often aided in his matches by a midget known mainly as Hornswoggle[image: External link] while in WWE, who hid under the ring and gave a shillelagh[image: External link] to Finlay to use on his opponent. Finlay also occasionally threw him at his opponent(s). Hornswoggle has also been given a run with the WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link] and feuded with D-X[image: External link] in 2009.
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 Styles and characteristics in different countries




The U.S., Japan and Mexico are three countries where there is a huge market and high popularity for professional wrestling. But the styles of professional wrestling are different, given their independent development for a long period.

Professional wrestling in the U.S. tends to have a heavy focus on story building and the establishment of characters (and their personalities). There is a story for each match, and even a longer story for successive matches. The stories usually contain characters like faces[image: External link] and heels[image: External link], and less often antiheroes[image: External link] and tweeners. It is a "triumph" if the face wins, while it is a "tragedy" if the heel wins. The characters usually have strong and sharp personalities, with examples like Doink the Clown[image: External link], whose personality is melodramatic, slapstick and fantastical. The opposition between faces and heels is very intense in the story, and the heels may even attack the faces during TV interviews. The relationship between different characters can also be very complex.

Although professional wrestling in Mexico (Lucha libre[image: External link]) also has stories and characters, they are less emphasized. Wrestlers in Mexico are traditionally more agile and perform more aerial maneuvers[image: External link] than professional wrestlers in the U.S.[image: External link] who, more often, rely on power moves and strikes to subdue their opponents.[10] The difference in styles is due to the independent evolution of the sport in Mexico beginning in the 1930s and the fact that wrestlers in the cruiserweight[image: External link] division (peso semicompleto) are often the most popular wrestlers in Mexican lucha libre. Wrestlers often execute high flying moves characteristic of lucha libre by utilizing the wrestling ring[image: External link]'s ropes to catapult themselves towards their opponents, using intricate combinations in rapid-fire succession, and applying complex submission holds.[12] Lucha libre is also known for its tag team[image: External link] wrestling matches, in which the teams are often made up of three members, instead of two as is common in the U.S.[13]

The style of Japanese professional wrestling ( Puroresu[image: External link]) is again different. With its origins in traditional American style of wrestling and still being under the same genre, it has become an entity in itself.[14] Despite the similarity to its American counterpart in that the outcome of the matches remains predetermined, the phenomena are different in the form of the psychology[image: External link] and presentation of the sport; it is treated as a full contact[image: External link] combat sport[image: External link] as it mixes hard hitting martial arts[image: External link] strikes with shoot style[image: External link] submission holds[image: External link],[15] while in the U.S. it is rather more regarded as an entertainment show. Wrestlers incorporate kicks and strikes from martial arts[image: External link] disciplines, and a strong emphasis is placed on submission wrestling[image: External link], and unlike the use of involved storylines in the U.S., they are not as intricate in Japan, more emphasis is placed on the concept of Fighting Spirit, meaning the Wrestlers display of physical and mental stamina are valued a lot more than theatrics. Many of Japan's wrestlers including top stars such as Shinya Hashimoto[image: External link], Riki Chōshū[image: External link] and Keiji Mutoh[image: External link] came from a legitimate martial arts background and many Japanese Pro Wrestlers in the 1990s began to pursue careers in Mixed Martial Arts Organizations such as Pancrase and Shooto which at the time retained the original look of Puroresu but were actual competitions.
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 Culture




Professional wrestling has developed its own cultures, both internal and external.

Those involved in producing professional wrestling have developed a kind of global fraternity[image: External link], with familial bonds, shared language[image: External link] and passed-down traditions. New performers are expected to "pay their dues" for a few years by working in lower-profile promotions and working as ring crew before working their way upward.[16][17] The permanent rosters of most promotions develop a backstage pecking order[image: External link], with veterans mediating conflicts and mentoring younger wrestlers.[18] For many decades (and still to a lesser extent today) performers were expected to keep the illusions of wrestling's legitimacy alive even while not performing, essentially acting in character any time they were in public.[19] Some veterans speak of a "sickness" among wrestling performers, an inexplicable pull to remain active in the wrestling world despite the devastating effects the job can have on one's life and health.[20]

Fans of professional wrestling have their own subculture, comparable to those of science fiction, video games, or comic books[image: External link]. Those who are interested in the backstage occurrences, future storylines and reasonings behind company decisions read newsletters written by journalists with inside ties to the wrestling industry.[19][21] These "rags" or "dirt sheets[image: External link]" have expanded into the Internet, where their information can be dispensed on an up-to-the-minute basis. Some have expanded into radio[image: External link] shows.

Some fans enjoy a pastime of collecting tapes of wrestling shows from specific companies, of certain wrestlers, or of specific genres. The internet has given fans exposure to worldwide variations of wrestling they would be unable to see otherwise.[22] Since the 1990s, many companies have been founded which deal primarily in wrestling footage. When the WWE purchased both WCW and ECW in 2001, they also obtained the entire past video libraries of both productions and have released many past matches online and on home video.

Like some other sports, fantasy leagues[image: External link] have developed around professional wrestling. Some take this concept further by creating E-feds[image: External link] (electronic federations), where a user can create their own fictional wrestling character, and role-playing[image: External link] storylines with other users, leading to scheduled "shows" where match results are determined by the organizers, usually based on a combination of the characters' statistics and the players' roleplaying aptitude, sometimes with audience voting.
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 Professional wrestling in mainstream culture




From the first established world championship, the top professional wrestlers have garnered fame within mainstream society. Each successive generation has produced a number of wrestlers who extend their careers into the realms of music, acting, writing, business, politics or public speaking, and are known to those who are unfamiliar with wrestling in general. Conversely, celebrities from other sports or general pop culture also become involved with wrestling for brief periods of time. A prime example of this is The Rock 'n' Wrestling Connection[image: External link] of the 1980s, which combined wrestling with MTV[image: External link].

Professional wrestling is often portrayed within other works using parody, and its general elements have become familiar tropes[image: External link] and memes[image: External link] in American culture.

Some terminology originating in professional wrestling has found its way into the common vernacular. Phrases such as "body slam", "sleeper hold" and "tag team" are used by those who do not follow professional wrestling. The term "smackdown", popularized by The Rock[image: External link] and SmackDown! in the 1990s, has been included in Merriam-Webster[image: External link] dictionaries since 2007.

Many television shows and films have been produced which portray in-character professional wrestlers as protagonists, such as Ready to Rumble[image: External link], ¡Mucha Lucha![image: External link], Nacho Libre[image: External link], and the Santo film series. At least two stage plays set in the world of pro wrestling have been produced: The Baron is a comedy that retells the life of an actual performer known as Baron von Raschke[image: External link]. From Parts Unknown... is an award-nominated Canadian drama about the rise and fall of a fictional wrestler. The 2009 South Park[image: External link] episode " W.T.F.[image: External link]" played on the soap operatic elements of professional wrestling. One of the lead characters on the Disney Channel series Kim Possible[image: External link] was a huge fan of pro wrestling and actually featured it on an episode (with two former WWE wrestlers voicing the two fictitious wrestlers featured in the episode). The 2008 film The Wrestler[image: External link], about a washed-up professional wrestler, garnered several Oscar nominations.

The 1950 film noir[image: External link] Night and the City[image: External link], directed by Jules Dassin[image: External link] and starring Richard Widmark[image: External link] and Gene Tierney[image: External link], told the story of a promoter in London[image: External link] trying to make it big, and featured a match involving real professional wrestler Stanislaus Zbyszko[image: External link].
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With its growing popularity, professional wrestling has attracted attention as a subject of serious academic[image: External link] study and journalistic[image: External link] criticism. Many courses, theses, essays and dissertations have analyzed wrestling's conventions[image: External link], content, and its role in modern society. It is often included as part of studies on theatre, sociology, performance, and media.[23][24] The Massachusetts Institute of Technology[image: External link] developed a course of study on the cultural significance of professional wrestling,[25] and anthropologist Heather Levi has written an ethnography about the culture of lucha libre in Mexico[26]

But this was not always the case; in the early 20th century, once it became apparent that the "sport" was worked, pro wrestling was looked down on as a cheap entertainment for the uneducated working class[19]—an attitude that still exists to varying degrees today.[21] The French theorist Roland Barthes[image: External link] was among the first to propose that wrestling was worthy of deeper analysis, in his essay "The World of Wrestling" from his book Mythologies[image: External link], first published in 1957.[7][19] Barthes argued that it should be looked at not as a scamming of the ignorant, but as spectacle[image: External link]; a mode of theatric performance for a willing, if bloodthirsty, audience. Wrestling is described as performed art which demands an immediate reading of the juxtaposed meanings. The logical conclusion is given least importance over the theatrical performers of the wrestlers and the referee. According to Barthes the function of a wrestler is not to win: it is to go exactly through the motions which are expected of him and to give the audience a theatrical spectacle. This work is considered a foundation of all later study.[27]

While pro wrestling is often described simplistically as a "soap opera[image: External link] for males", it has also been cited as filling the role of past forms of literature[image: External link] and theatre[image: External link]; a synthesis[image: External link] of classical[image: External link] heroics[image: External link],[28] commedia dell'arte[image: External link],[29] revenge tragedies[image: External link],[30] morality plays[image: External link],[30] and burlesque[image: External link].[31] The characters and storylines portrayed by a successful promotion are seen to reflect the current mood[image: External link], attitudes[image: External link], and concerns of that promotion's society[image: External link][21][22] (and can, in turn, influence those same things).[32] Wrestling's high levels of violence[image: External link] and masculinity[image: External link] make it a vicarious outlet for aggression[image: External link] during peacetime[image: External link].[33]

Documentary[image: External link] filmmakers[image: External link] have studied the lives of wrestlers and the effects the profession has on them and their families. The 1999 theatrical documentary Beyond the Mat[image: External link] focused on Terry Funk[image: External link], a wrestler nearing retirement[image: External link]; Mick Foley[image: External link], a wrestler within his prime; Jake Roberts[image: External link], a former star fallen from grace; and a school of wrestling student[image: External link] trying to break into the business. The 2005 release Lipstick and Dynamite, Piss and Vinegar: The First Ladies of Wrestling[image: External link] chronicled the development of women's wrestling throughout the 20th century. Pro wrestling has been featured several times on HBO[image: External link]'s Real Sports with Bryant Gumbel[image: External link]. MTV's documentary series True Life[image: External link] featured two episodes titled "I'm a Professional Wrestler" and "I Want to Be a Professional Wrestler". Other documentaries have been produced by The Learning Channel[image: External link] (The Secret World of Professional Wrestling) and A&E[image: External link] (Hitman Hart: Wrestling with Shadows[image: External link]). Bloodstained Memoirs[image: External link] explored the careers of several pro wrestlers, including Chris Jericho, Rob Van Dam[image: External link] and Roddy Piper[image: External link].
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Although professional wrestling is worked, there is a high chance of injury, and even death.[34] Strikes are often stiff[image: External link] especially in Japan and in independent wrestling promotions such as Combat Zone Wrestling[image: External link] and Ring of Honor[image: External link]. The ring is often made out of 2 by 8 timber planks. There have been many brutal accidents, hits and injuries.[citation needed[image: External link]] Many of the injuries that occur in pro wrestling are shoulders, knee, back, neck, and rib injuries. Professional wrestler Davey Richards[image: External link] said in 2015 "We train to take damage, we know we are going to take damage and we accept that."[35]

Less than 25 years after the 1990 WrestleMania VI[image: External link], one third of its 36 competitors had died including André the Giant and main event winner The Ultimate Warrior[image: External link] (all of these deaths had occurred before the age of 64).[36]
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Pay-per-view






Not to be confused with pay television[image: External link].

Pay-per-view (PPV) is a type of pay television[image: External link] service by which a subscriber of a television service provider can purchase events to view via private telecast. The broadcaster shows the event at the same time to everyone ordering it (as opposed to video-on-demand[image: External link] systems, which allow viewers to see recorded broadcasts at any time). Events can be purchased using an on-screen guide, an automated telephone system, or through a live customer service representative[image: External link]. Events often include feature films[image: External link], sporting[image: External link] events, and other entertainment[image: External link] programs. With the rise of the Internet, the term Internet pay-per-view (iPPV) has been used to describe pay-per-view services accessed online. PPV is most commonly used to distribute combat sports[image: External link] events, such as boxing[image: External link], mixed martial arts[image: External link], and professional wrestling.
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The Zenith Phonevision[image: External link] system became the first pay-per-view system to be tested in the United States. Developed in 1951, it used telephone[image: External link] lines to take and receive orders, as well as to descramble a television broadcast signal. The field tests conducted for Phonevision lasted for 90 days and were tested in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. The system used IBM[image: External link] punch cards[image: External link] to descramble a signal broadcast during the broadcast station's " off-time[image: External link]". Both systems showed promise, but the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] denied them the permits to operate.[1]

One of the earliest pay-per-view systems on cable television[image: External link], the Optical Systems-developed Channel 100[image: External link], first began service in 1972 in San Diego[image: External link], California[image: External link] through Mission Cable[2] (which was later acquired by Cox Communications[image: External link]) and TheaterVisioN, which operated out of Sarasota[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]. These early systems quickly went out of business, as the cable industry adopted satellite[image: External link] technology and as flat-rate pay television services such as Home Box Office ( HBO[image: External link]) became popular.

Boxing[image: External link] was first introduced to pay-per-view with the "Thrilla in Manila[image: External link]" fight between Muhammad Ali[image: External link] and Joe Frazier[image: External link] in September 1975 (which was also transmitted through HBO); there was also another major title fight aired on pay-per-view in 1980, when Roberto Durán[image: External link] defeated Sugar Ray Leonard[image: External link]. Cable companies offered the match for $10, and about 155,000 customers paid to watch the fight.[3][4]

A major pay-per-view event[citation needed[image: External link]] occurred on September 16, 1981, when Sugar Ray Leonard fought[image: External link] Thomas "Hitman" Hearns[image: External link] for the World Welterweight Championship[image: External link]. Viacom Cablevision in Nashville[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link] – the first system to offer the event – saw over 50 percent of its subscriber base purchase the fight.[citation needed[image: External link]] Leonard visited Nashville to promote the fight, and the event proved such a success that Viacom themed its annual report[image: External link] for that year around it.[citation needed[image: External link]] Viacom marketing director Pat Thompson put together the fight, and subsequently put together additional PPV fights, wrestling matches, and even a televised Broadway play.[citation needed[image: External link]]

After leaving Viacom, Thompson became head of Sports View and produced the first pay-per-view football[image: External link] game on October 16, 1983, a college football[image: External link] game between the University of Tennessee[image: External link] and the University of Alabama[image: External link] from Birmingham[image: External link], Alabama[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Sports View played a role in building pay-per-view networks,[citation needed[image: External link]] and became the early pioneer in developing TigerVision for Louisiana State University[image: External link], TideVision for Alabama and UT Vol Seat for Tennessee. Sports View also produced the Ohio State[image: External link]- Michigan[image: External link] football game for pay-per-view in November 1983.

In 1985, the first pay-per-view cable channels in the United States – Viewer's Choice (now In Demand[image: External link]), Cable Video Store[image: External link], First Choice and Request TV[image: External link] – began operation within days of each other.[citation needed[image: External link]] Viewer's Choice serviced both home satellite dish and cable customers, while Request TV, though broadcasting to cable viewers, would not become available to satellite subscribers until the 1990s.[citation needed[image: External link]] First Choice PPV was available on Rogers Cablesystems in the United States and Canada[image: External link]. After Paragon Cable[image: External link] acquired the Rogers Cablesystems franchise in San Antonio[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], First Choice continued to be carried until Time Warner Cable[image: External link] bought Paragon in 1996. In the United States, pay-per-view broadcasters transmit without advertisements, similar to conventional flat-rate pay television services.

The term "pay-per-view" did not come into general use until the late 1980s[citation needed[image: External link]] when companies such as Viewer's Choice, HBO and Showtime[image: External link] started using the system to show movies and some of their productions. Viewer's Choice carried movies, concerts and other events, with live sporting events such as WrestleMania being the most predominant programming. Prices ranged from $[image: External link]3.99 to $49.99, while HBO and Showtime, with their event production legs[image: External link] TVKO and SET Pay Per View, would offer championship boxing[image: External link] matches ranging from $14.99 to $54.99.[citation needed[image: External link]]

ESPN[image: External link] later began to televise college[image: External link] football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] games on pay-per-view through its services ESPN GamePlan[image: External link] and ESPN Full Court[image: External link], which were eventually sold as full-time out-of-market sports packages[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The boxing[image: External link] undercard[image: External link] Latin Fury, shown on June 28, 2003, became ESPN's first boxing card[image: External link] on pay-per-view and also the first pay-per-view boxing card held in Puerto Rico[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Pay-per-view has provided a revenue stream[image: External link] for professional wrestling circuits such as WWE, Total Nonstop Action Wrestling[image: External link] (TNA), Ring of Honor[image: External link] (ROH) and Lucha Libre AAA World Wide[image: External link] (AAA).

WWE chairman and chief executive officer[image: External link] Vince McMahon is considered by many as one of the icons of pay-per-view promotion. McMahon owns the domain name[image: External link] payperview.com, which redirects to the WWE Network website.[5]
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In 2006, HBO generated 3.7 million pay-per-view buys[image: External link] with $177 million in gross sales. The only year with more buys previously, 1999, had a total of 4 million. The former record fell in 2007 when HBO sold 4.8 million PPV buys with $255 million in sales.[6] In 2014, HBO generated 59.3 million buys and $3.1 billion in revenue since its 1991 debut with Evander Holyfield-George Foreman.[7]

1999 differed radically from 2006: 1999 saw four major fight cards: De La Hoya-Trinidad (1.4 million buys), Holyfield-Lewis I (1.2 million), Holyfield-Lewis II (850,000) and De La Hoya-Quartey (570,000). By contrast, only one pay-per-view mega-fight took place in 2006: De La Hoya-Mayorga (925,000 buys). Rahman-Maskaev bombed with under 50,000. The other eight PPV cards that year all fell in the 325,000–450,000 range. Pay-per-view fights in that range almost always generate more money for the promoter and fighters than HBO wants to pay for an HBO World Championship Boxing license-fee.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In May 2007, the super-welterweight boxing match between Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link] on HBO PPV became the biggest-selling non-heavyweight title fight, with a little more than 2.5 million buyers.[8] The fight itself generated roughly $134.4 million in domestic PPV revenue, making it the most lucrative prizefight of all time at that time. The record stood until 2015 before it was broken by Floyd Mayweather, Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] in a fight dubbed as the "Fight of the Century" on May 2, 2015 which generated 4.6 million ppv buys and a revenue of over $400 million.[9]

The leading PPV attraction, Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link] has generated approximately 19.5 million buys and $1.3 billion in revenue. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link], ranked second, has generated approximately 19.2 million buys and $1.2 billion in revenue.[10][11] Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link], has "sold" approximately 14 million units[image: External link] in total, giving $700 million in domestic television receipts and stands third. In fourth place in buys, Evander Holyfield[image: External link] has achieved 12.6 million units ($550 million); and at fifth, Mike Tyson[image: External link] has reached 12.4 million units ($545 million).[12]

Ross Greenburg, then president of HBO Sports, called the expansion of pay-per-view "the biggest economic issue in boxing", stating "I can't tell you that pay-per-view helps the sport because it doesn't. It hurts the sport because it narrows our audience, but it's a fact of life. Every time we try to make an HBO World Championship Boxing fight, we're up against mythical pay-per-view numbers. HBO doesn't make a lot of money from pay-per-view. There's usually a cap on what we can make. But the promoters and fighters insist on pay-per-view because that's where their greatest profits lie."[13]

"It's a big problem," Greenburg continues. "It's getting harder and harder to put fighters like Manny Pacquiao on HBO World Championship Boxing. If Floyd Mayweather beats Oscar, he might never fight on HBO World Championship Boxing again. But if HBO stopped doing pay-per-view, the promoters would simply do it on their own [like Bob Arum did with Cotto-Malignaggi in June 2006] or find someone else who will do it for them."[13]

Former HBO Sports President Seth Abraham concurs, saying, "I think, if Lou (DiBella) and I were still at HBO, we'd be in the same pickle as far as the exodus of fights to pay-per-view is concerned."[14]
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Select HBO, Showtime, and Top Rank PPV boxing buy-rates between 1988 and 2016:



	Date
	Fight
	Result
	Carrier
	Buy rate



	Jun 27, 1988
	Mike Tyson vs. Michael Spinks[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO[image: External link] in round 1
	HBO[image: External link]
	700,000[15]



	Oct 25, 1990
	Buster Douglas vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by KO in round 3
	HBO
	1,000,000[15]



	Apr 19, 1991
	Evander Holyfield vs. George Foreman[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by UD[image: External link] (116–111, 117–110, 115–112)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Oct 18, 1991
	Ray Mercer vs. Tommy Morrison[image: External link]
	Mercer wins by KO in round 5
	HBO
	200,000[17]



	Jun 19, 1992
	Evander Holyfield vs. Larry Holmes[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by UD (117–111, 116–112, 116–112)
	HBO
	730,000[18]



	Nov 13, 1992
	Evander Holyfield vs. Riddick Bowe[image: External link]
	Bowe wins by UD (117–110, 117–110, 115–112)
	HBO
	900,000[19]



	Jun 7, 1993
	George Foreman vs. Tommy Morrison[image: External link]
	Morrison wins by UD (117–110, 117–110, 118–108)
	HBO
	600,000[20]



	Nov 6, 1993
	Riddick Bowe vs. Evander Holyfield II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by MD[image: External link] (115–113, 115–114, 114–114)
	HBO
	950,000[21]



	Nov 18, 1994
	James Toney vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by UD (119–108, 118–109, 117–110)
	HBO
	300,000[22]



	May 6, 1995
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Rafael Ruelas[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO[image: External link] in round 2
	HBO
	330,000[23]



	Aug 19, 1995
	Mike Tyson vs. Peter McNeeley[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by DQ[image: External link] in round 1
	Showtime[image: External link]
	1,550,000[16]



	Nov 4, 1995
	Riddick Bowe vs. Evander Holyfield III[image: External link]
	Bowe wins by TKO in round 8
	HBO
	650,000[24]



	Mar 16, 1996
	Frank Bruno vs. Mike Tyson II[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 3
	Showtime
	1,370,000[16]



	Sep 7, 1996
	Bruce Seldon vs. Mike Tyson[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 1
	Showtime
	1,150,000[16]



	Nov 9, 1996
	Mike Tyson vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by TKO in round 11
	Showtime
	1,590,000[16]



	Apr 12, 1997
	Pernell Whitaker vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by UD (115–111, 116–110, 116–110)
	HBO
	720,000[25]



	Jun 28, 1997
	Evander Holyfield vs. Mike Tyson II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by DQ in round 3
	Showtime
	1,990,000[16]



	Sep 13, 1997
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Héctor Camacho[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by UD (120–106, 120–105, 118–108)
	HBO
	560,000[25]



	Oct 4, 1997
	Lennox Lewis vs. Andrew Golota[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 1
	HBO
	300,000[26]



	Nov 8, 1997
	Evander Holyfield vs. Michael Moorer II[image: External link]
	Holyfield wins by RTD[image: External link] in round 8
	Showtime
	550,000[27]



	Jan 16, 1999
	Mike Tyson vs. Francois Botha[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO in round 5
	Showtime
	750,000[28]



	Mar 13, 1999
	Evander Holyfield vs. Lennox Lewis[image: External link]
	Draw (116–113, 113–115, 115–115)
	HBO
	1,200,000[29]



	Sep 18, 1999
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Félix Trinidad[image: External link]
	Trinidad wins by MD (115–113, 115–114, 114–114)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Nov 13, 1999
	Evander Holyfield vs. Lennox Lewis II[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by UD (116–112, 117–111, 115–113)
	HBO
	850,000[29]



	Apr 29, 2000
	Lennox Lewis vs. Michael Grant[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	340,000[29]



	Jun 17, 2000
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Mosley wins by SD[image: External link] (116–112, 115–113, 113–115)
	HBO
	590,000[25]



	Sep 9, 2000
	Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link] vs. Eric Harding[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by RTD in round 10
	HBO
	125,000[30]



	Oct 20, 2000
	Mike Tyson vs. Andrew Golota[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by TKO in round 3 (later changed to an NC[image: External link])
	Showtime
	450,000[31]



	Nov 11, 2000
	Lennox Lewis vs. David Tua[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by UD (119–109, 118–110, 117–111)
	HBO
	420,000[29]



	Mar 3, 2001
	Evander Holyfield vs. John Ruiz II[image: External link]
	Ruiz wins by UD (116–110, 115–111, 114–111)
	Showtime
	185,000[32]



	Apr 7, 2001
	Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link] vs. Naseem Hamed[image: External link]
	Barrera wins by UD (116–111, 115–112, 115–112)
	HBO
	310,000[33]



	Nov 17, 2001
	Hasim Rahman vs. Lennox Lewis II[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 4
	HBO
	460,000[34]



	Jun 8, 2002
	Lennox Lewis vs. Mike Tyson[image: External link]
	Lewis wins by KO in round 8
	HBO/Showtime
	1,970,000[16]



	Sep 14, 2002
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Fernando Vargas[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO in round 11
	HBO
	935,000[25]



	Feb 22, 2003
	Mike Tyson vs. Clifford Etienne[image: External link]
	Tyson wins by KO in round 1
	Showtime
	100,000[32]



	Mar 1, 2003
	John Ruiz vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by UD (118–110, 117–111, 116–112)
	HBO
	525,000[32]



	Sep 13, 2003
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Shane Mosley II[image: External link]
	Mosley wins by UD (113–115, 113–115, 113–115)
	HBO
	950,000[25]



	Oct 4, 2003
	James Toney[image: External link] vs. Evander Holyfield[image: External link]
	Toney wins by TKO in round 9
	Showtime
	150,000[35]



	Nov 8, 2003
	Antonio Tarver vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Jones Jr. wins by MD (117–111, 116–112, 114–114)
	HBO
	302,000[36]



	May 15, 2004
	Roy Jones Jr. vs. Antonio Tarver II[image: External link]
	Tarver wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	360,000[37]



	Sep 18, 2004
	Bernard Hopkins vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	Hopkins wins by KO in round 9
	HBO
	1,000,000[25]



	Dec 11, 2004
	Vitali Klitschko[image: External link] vs. Danny Williams[image: External link]
	Klitschko wins by TKO in round 8
	HBO
	120,000[38]



	Mar 19, 2005
	Érik Morales[image: External link] vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Morales wins by UD (115–113, 115–113, 115–113)
	HBO
	345,000[39]



	Jun 11, 2005
	Mike Tyson vs. Kevin McBride[image: External link]
	McBride wins by TKO in round 7
	Showtime
	250,000[40]



	Jun 25, 2005
	Arturo Gatti vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by RTD in round 6
	HBO
	340,000[39]



	Oct 1, 2005
	Antonio Tarver vs. Roy Jones Jr. III[image: External link]
	Tarver wins by UD (117–111, 116–112, 116–112)
	HBO
	405,000[41]



	Jan 21, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Érik Morales[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 10
	HBO
	360,000[42]



	Apr 8, 2006
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Zab Judah[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–112, 117–111, 119–109)
	HBO
	375,000[42]



	May 6, 2006
	Ricardo Mayorga vs. Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link]
	De La Hoya wins by TKO in round 6
	HBO
	925,000[43]



	May 6, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Óscar Larios[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (117–110, 118–108, 120–106)
	Top Rank[image: External link]
	120,000[44]



	Nov 4, 2006
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Carlos Baldomir[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by UD (120–108, 120–108, 118–110)
	HBO
	325,000[42]



	Nov 18, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Érik Morales[image: External link] III
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 3
	HBO
	350,000[42]



	Nov 18, 2006
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs Jorge Solís[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 8
	Top Rank
	150,000[45]



	May 5, 2007
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by SD (116–112, 115–113, 113–115)
	HBO
	2,400,000[16]



	Oct 10, 2007
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Marco Antonio Barrera[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 115–112)
	HBO
	350,000[46]



	Dec 8, 2007
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Ricky Hatton[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by TKO in round 10
	HBO
	920,000[47]



	Mar 15, 2008
	Manny Pacquiao[image: External link] vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link] II
	Pacquiao wins by SD (115–112, 114–113, 112–115)
	HBO
	400,000[48]



	Jun 28, 2008
	David Díaz vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 9
	HBO
	206,000[49]



	Nov 8, 2008
	Joe Calzaghe vs. Roy Jones Jr.[image: External link]
	Calzaghe wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 118–109)
	HBO
	225,000[50]



	Dec 6, 2008
	Oscar De La Hoya vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by RTD in round 8
	HBO
	1,250,000[16]



	May 2, 2009
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Ricky Hatton[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by KO in round 2
	HBO
	850,000[51]



	Sep 19, 2009
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (120–107, 119–108, 118–109)
	HBO
	1,060,000[47]



	Nov 14, 2009
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Miguel Cotto[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by TKO in round 12
	HBO
	1,250,000[52]



	Mar 13, 2010
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Joshua Clottey[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–109, 119–109, 120–108)
	HBO
	700,000[53]



	May 1, 2010
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (119–109, 118–110, 119–109)
	HBO
	1,400,000[16]



	Nov 13, 2010
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Antonio Margarito[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (120–108, 118–110, 119–109)
	HBO
	1,150,000[54]



	May 7, 2011
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Shane Mosley[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–108, 120–108, 120–107)
	Showtime
	1,340,000[55]



	Sep 17, 2011
	Victor Ortiz vs. Floyd Mayweather Jr.[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by KO in round 4
	HBO
	1,250,000[56]



	Nov 13, 2011
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Juan Manuel Márquez III[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by MD (115–113, 114–114, 116–112)
	HBO
	1,400,000[57]



	Dec 3, 2011
	Miguel Cotto vs. Antonio Margarito II[image: External link]
	Cotto wins by RTD in round 9
	HBO
	600,000[58]



	May 5, 2012
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Miguel Cotto[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (117–111, 117–111, 118–110)
	HBO
	1,500,000[59]



	Jun 9, 2012
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley[image: External link]
	Bradley wins by SD (115–113, 115–113, 115–113)
	HBO
	890,000[60]



	Sep 15, 2012
	Sergio Martínez[image: External link] vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	Martínez wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 117–110)
	HBO
	475,000[61]



	Dec 8, 2012
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Juan Manuel Márquez IV[image: External link]
	Márquez wins by KO in round 6
	HBO
	1,150,000[62]



	May 4, 2013
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Robert Guerrero[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (117–111, 117–111, 117–111)
	Showtime
	1,000,000[63]



	Sep 14, 2013
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Canelo Álvarez[image: External link]
	Mayweather, Jr. wins by MD (117–111, 116–112, 114–114)
	Showtime
	2,200,000[64]



	Oct 12, 2013
	Timothy Bradley vs. Juan Manuel Márquez[image: External link]
	Bradley wins by SD (115–113, 116–112, 113–115)
	HBO
	375,000[65]



	Nov 24, 2013
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Brandon Ríos[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–109, 120–108, 118–110)
	HBO
	475,000[66]



	Mar 8, 2014
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Alfredo Angulo[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by TKO in Round 10
	Showtime
	350,000[67]



	Apr 12, 2014
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley II[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (116–112, 116–112, 118–110)
	HBO
	800,000[68]



	May 3, 2014
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Marcos Maidana[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by MD (114–114, 117–111, 116–112)
	Showtime
	900,000[69]



	Jun 7, 2014
	Miguel Cotto[image: External link] vs. Sergio Martínez[image: External link]
	Cotto wins by RTD in round 10
	HBO
	315,000[70]



	Jul 12, 2014
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Erislandy Lara[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by SD (115–113, 117–111, 113–115)
	Showtime
	300,000[71]



	Sep 13, 2014
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Marcos Maidana II[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–111, 116–111, 115–112)
	Showtime
	925,000[69]



	Nov 23, 2014
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Chris Algieri[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (119–103, 119–103, 120–102)
	HBO
	400,000[72]



	May 2, 2015
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Manny Pacquiao[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (116–112, 116–112, 118–110)
	HBO/Showtime
	4,600,000[73]



	Sep 12, 2015
	Floyd Mayweather Jr. vs. Andre Berto[image: External link]
	Mayweather Jr. wins by UD (120–108, 118–110, 117–111)
	Showtime
	400,000[74]



	Oct 17, 2015
	Gennady Golovkin vs. David Lemieux[image: External link]
	Golovkin wins via TKO in round 8
	HBO
	150,000[75]



	Nov 21, 2015
	Miguel Cotto vs. Canelo Álvarez[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by UD (117–111, 119–109, 118–110)
	HBO
	900,000[76]



	Apr 9, 2016
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Timothy Bradley III[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (116–110, 116–110, 116–110)
	HBO
	400,000[77]



	May 7, 2016
	Canelo Álvarez vs. Amir Khan[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by KO in round 6
	HBO
	600,000[78]



	July 23, 2016
	Terence Crawford[image: External link] vs. Viktor Postol[image: External link]
	Crawford wins by UD (118–107, 118–107, 117–108)
	HBO
	55,000[79]



	Sep 17, 2016
	Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] vs. Liam Smith[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by TKO in round 9
	HBO
	300,000[80]



	Nov 5, 2016
	Manny Pacquiao vs. Jessie Vargas[image: External link]
	Pacquiao wins by UD (118–109, 118–109, 114–113)
	Top Rank
	300,000[81]



	Nov 19, 2016
	Sergey Kovalev vs. Andre Ward[image: External link]
	Ward wins by UD (114–113, 114–113, 114–113)
	HBO
	165,000[82]



	Mar 18, 2017
	Gennady Golovkin[image: External link] vs. Daniel Jacobs[image: External link]
	Golovkin wins by UD (115–112, 115–112, 114–113)
	HBO
	170,000[83]



	May 6, 2017
	Canelo Álvarez vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	Álvarez wins by UD (120–108, 120–108, 120–108)
	HBO
	1,000,000[84]
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 UFC (Ultimate Fighting Championship)




Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link] (UFC), a relative newcomer on the pay-per-view scene, matched the once-dominant World Wrestling Entertainment[image: External link] Inc. in pay-per-view revenues during 2006 and surpassed boxing titan HBO. The three companies make up the bulk of the pay-per-view business. According to Deana Myers, a senior analyst at Kagan Research LLC (which tracks the PPV industry), "UFC has reinvigorated the pay-per-view category."[85]

The highest buy rates for the UFC as of February 2017 are as follows:

SOURCE:[86]




Note: The UFC does not release official PPV statistics, and the following PPV numbers are as reported by industry insiders.



	No.
	Date
	Event
	Buy rate
	Revenue



	1
	Nov 12, 2016
	UFC 205: Alvarez vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	1,300,000 [87]
	$65 million[88]



	2
	Aug 20, 2016
	UFC 202: Diaz vs. McGregor 2[image: External link]
	1,650,000[89]
	$82.5 million[90]



	3
	Mar 5, 2016
	UFC 196: McGregor vs. Diaz[image: External link]
	1,500,000[91]
	$65 million[88]



	4
	Jul 11, 2009
	UFC 100: Lesnar vs. Mir 2[image: External link]
	1,600,000
	$82 million



	5
	Dec 12, 2015
	UFC 194: Aldo vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	1,400,000 [92]
	$90 million



	6
	Jul 9, 2016
	UFC 200: Tate vs. Nunes[image: External link]
	1,200,000 [93]
	



	7
	Jul 3, 2010
	UFC 116: Lesnar vs. Carwin[image: External link]
	1,160,000
	$55 million



	8
	Nov 15, 2015
	UFC 193: Rousey vs. Holm[image: External link]
	1,100,000
	$60 million



	9
	Dec 30, 2016
	UFC 207: Nunes vs. Rousey[image: External link]
	1,100,000[94]
	



	10
	Dec 30, 2006
	UFC 66: Liddell vs. Ortiz 2[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	$53 million



	11
	May 29, 2010
	UFC 114: Rampage vs. Evans[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	



	12
	Oct 23, 2010
	UFC 121: Lesnar vs. Velasquez[image: External link]
	1,050,000
	$45 million



	13
	Dec 28, 2013
	UFC 168: Weidman vs. Silva II[image: External link]
	1,025,000[95]
	



	14
	Nov 15, 2008
	UFC 91: Couture vs. Lesnar[image: External link]
	1,010,000
	$47 million



	15
	Dec 27, 2008
	UFC 92: The Ultimate 2008[image: External link]
	1,000,000
	



	16
	Mar 16, 2013
	UFC 158: St-Pierre vs. Diaz[image: External link]
	950,000
	



	17
	Jul 7, 2012
	UFC 148: Silva vs. Sonnen II[image: External link]
	925,000
	



	18
	Jan 31, 2009
	UFC 94: St-Pierre vs. Penn 2[image: External link]
	920,000
	



	19
	Aug 1, 2015
	UFC 190: Rousey vs. Correia[image: External link]
	900,000
	



	20
	Aug 8, 2009
	UFC 101: Declaration[image: External link]
	850,000
	



	21
	Mar 27, 2010
	UFC 111: St-Pierre vs. Hardy[image: External link]
	850,000
	



	22
	Jul 11, 2015
	UFC 189: Mendes vs. McGregor[image: External link]
	825,000
	



	23
	Apr 30, 2011
	UFC 129: St-Pierre vs. Shields[image: External link]
	800,000
	



	24
	Dec 11, 2010
	UFC 124: St-Pierre vs. Koscheck 2[image: External link]
	800,000
	



	25
	Jan 3, 2015
	UFC 182: Jones vs. Cormier[image: External link]
	800,000
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 Professional wrestling




Professional wrestling has a long history of running pay-per-view events. WWE (then WWF) launched its first pay-per-view event in 1985 with The Wrestling Classic and has run numerous others throughout the years. Other major organisations such as WCW[image: External link], ECW[image: External link] and TNA[image: External link] have also run pay-per-view events.

The highest buy rates for professional wrestling events as of June 2015 are as follows:[96]



	No.
	Date
	Event
	Buy rate



	1
	Apr 1, 2012
	WrestleMania XXVIII[image: External link]
	1,217,000



	2
	Apr 1, 2007
	WrestleMania 23[image: External link]
	1,200,000



	3
	Apr 3, 2005
	WrestleMania 21[image: External link]
	1,085,000



	4
	Apr 3, 2011
	WrestleMania XXVII[image: External link]
	1,059,000



	5
	Mar 30, 2008
	WrestleMania XXIV[image: External link]
	1,058,000



	6
	Apr 7, 2013
	WrestleMania 29[image: External link]
	1,048,000



	7
	Apr 1, 2001
	WrestleMania X-Seven[image: External link]
	1,040,000



	8
	Mar 14, 2004
	WrestleMania XX[image: External link]
	1,007,000



	9
	Apr 2, 2006
	WrestleMania 22[image: External link]
	975,000



	10
	Apr 5, 2009
	WrestleMania XXV[image: External link]
	960,000



	11
	Mar 28, 2010
	WrestleMania XXVI[image: External link]
	885,000



	12
	Mar 17, 2002
	WrestleMania X8[image: External link]
	880,000



	13
	Apr 2, 2000
	WrestleMania 2000[image: External link]
	824,000



	14
	Mar 28, 1999
	WrestleMania XV[image: External link]
	800,000



	15
	Jul 22, 2001
	Invasion
	770,000
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 Canada




In Canada[image: External link], most specialty television providers provide pay-per-view programming through one or more services. In all cases, prices typically range from around C$[image: External link]4.99 (for movies) up to $50 or more for special events.

Initially, there were three major PPV providers in Canada; Viewers Choice Canada[image: External link] operated in Eastern Canada as a joint venture of Astral Media[image: External link], Rogers Communications[image: External link], and TSN[image: External link], while Western International Communications[image: External link] operated a separate service known in Western Canada also branded as Viewers Choice; initially operating as Home Theatre, it later licensed the Viewers Choice brand from the Viewers Choice Canada consortium.

Viewers Choice Canada was a partner in a French-language PPV service known as Canal Indigo[image: External link], which is now entirely owned by Videotron[image: External link]. Bell Canada[image: External link] also launched a PPV service for its ExpressVu[image: External link] television provider known as Vu![image: External link] in 1999.

Home Theatre was later acquired by Shaw Communications[image: External link]; after gaining permission to operate nationally, it re-branded as a white-label[image: External link] PPV known internally as Shaw PPV[image: External link] in December 2007. In 2014, due to Bell Media[image: External link]'s majority ownership of Viewers Choice because of its acquisition of Astral, and because both Bell and Rogers now ran their own in-house PPV operations (Vu! and Sportsnet PPV[image: External link]), Viewers Choice was shut down.[97]
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 South America




Per nations with Pay-Per-View or PPV system in South América
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 Argentina




Torneos y Competencias[image: External link], is a producer and sports events organization that broadcasts live main matches of Argentine Soccer in four categories on TyC Sports and TyC Max
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 Brazil




In the soccer main matches of Serie A (Six games per matchday) and Serie B (Four games per matchday) in two categories of Brazilian Soccer are broadcast live on Premiere FC[image: External link] and SporTV[image: External link]. The Serie C Championship are broadcast live on SporTV with two games per matchday in Pay TV. In other sports are broadcast live on NBB TV (Exclusive channel of Brazilian Basketball League in Premium system)
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 Chile




In Chile the exclusive rights of Chilean Soccer are owned by TV Fútbol and broadcast live on a channel called Canal Del Fútbol (The Soccer Channel), also known CDF[image: External link]. Sports Field S.A. has exclusive rights to games on the Chilean professional basketball league, which are broadcast live vía CDO (Premium Signal)
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 Paraguay




The Teledeportes business have exclusive rights to broadcast live main matches of Paraguayan Soccer in four categories vía Tigo Max and Tigo Sports. Teledeportes have live broadcast live of Paraguayan Basketball League is broadcast live Monday at 7:55 pm on Tigo Max (K.O 20:10) and Thursday at 8:00 pm on Tigo Sports (K.O 20:15).
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 Uruguay




The Tenfield[image: External link] producer business and sports events organization have television exclusive rights for the main matches of Uruguayan soccer and basketball, which are broadcast on VTV Max and VTV Sports.
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 Europe
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 Romania




Cable communications operator UPC Romania has notified the National Audiovisual Council (CNA) on the intention to introduce in January, February 2014 at the latest, an on-demand audiovisual media service called Agerpres. According to the manager of UPC Romania-owned Smaranda Radoi UPC, will allow customers to watch movies on demand or live events; as well as broadcasts of performances, concerts and sporting events.
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 Albania




In November 2008, pay-per-view made its debut in Albania[image: External link] through Digitalb[image: External link] on terrestrial and satellite television, with the channel DigiGold.[98]
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 United Kingdom




Viewers in the United Kingdom can access pay-per-view via satellite, cable and over-the-internet[image: External link] television services, mainly for films – with services such as Sky Box Office[image: External link]. Broadcasters (most notably PremPlus[image: External link]) have largely abandoned their aspirations to introduce PPV into the sports market due to poor take-up; as of 2009 it carries only occasional boxing matches and all of the WWE pay-per-view events. In February 2014, WWE launched their subscription-based video streaming service, the WWE Network, which was launched in the UK and Ireland on 13 January 2015; this would have a considerable impact on pay-per-view services in the UK.
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 France




Launched in the late 1990s, Canalsat (Ciné+) and TPS (Multivision) operate their own pay-per-view service. While CanalSat holds the rights to live soccer matches for France's Ligue 1, TPS had the rights for Boxe matches. In 2007, Multivision service ceased by the end of TPS service which merged with Canalsat. Nowadays, Ciné+ is the only existing pay-per-view service in France.
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 Croatia




Fight Channel[image: External link] is broadcasting martial arts events organized by the world's most prominent fighting organizations, such as the UFC[image: External link], K-1[image: External link], HBO Boxing[image: External link], Dream, Glory WS, World Series of Boxing etc. and its pay-per-view service covers the Balkans[image: External link] region.
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 Australia and the Pacific Islands




Foxtel[image: External link] and Optus Vision[image: External link] introduced pay-per-view direct to home television in Australia[image: External link] in the mid-to-late 1990s. Foxtel had Event TV (until it transformed into its current form; Main Event[image: External link]) while, Optus Vision had Main Attraction Pay-Per-View as its provider. As of 2005, Main Event is the current pay-per-view provider through Foxtel and Optus cable/satellite subscription.

Sky Pacific[image: External link] started a service in Fiji in 2005 and then expanded into American Samoa, Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati (East), Nauru, New Caledonia, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga and Vanuatu, with one, out of their 25 channels, being Pay-Per-View.[99]

Netflix is available in Australia and increasing in popularity.[100]
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 Asia
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 Malaysia




In Malaysia[image: External link], Astro[image: External link]'s Astro Box Office[image: External link] service launched in 2000 in the form of the free-to-air[image: External link] "Astro Showcase".
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 Japan




SkyPerfecTV[image: External link] subscribers can receive one-click pay-per-view access to hundreds of channels supplying domestic and international sporting events (including WWE events), movies, and specialty programming, either live or later on continuous repeat on its channel.
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 India




In India[image: External link] a pay-per-view service operates; however, pay-per-view sports broadcasts are not available.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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List of WWE Network Events






The following is a list of WWE Network events, detailing all professional wrestling cards promoted on the WWE Network by WWE. For lists of all non in-ring programing, please see WWE Network programming[image: External link].

WWE has been broadcasting pay-per-view events since the 1980s, when its classic "Big Four" events (Royal Rumble, WrestleMania, SummerSlam, and Survivor Series) were first established. However, the company's pay-per-view business began to drastically change with the launch of the WWE Network on February 24, 2014. While most of the WWE events still air in many parts of the world on traditional pay-per-view channels, WWE's focus has shifted away from delivering their events on pay-per-view channels. Their main focus now is delivering all of the events on the WWE Network, including some that are exclusively on the Network. WWE has pushed the Network's launching price of $9.99 USD[1] as a way to lure potential customers away from traditional pay-per-view which, on average, costs 5-to-6 times as much (in the United States) as the Network. The WWE Network also features the back catalog of WWE, WCW[image: External link], and ECW[image: External link] pay-per-view events, as well as all WWE Network events from NXT Arrival onwards in their on-demand section. All WWE Network shows that have aired since the launch of the Network have been broadcast in high-definition[image: External link].[2]

The WWE events are typically 3 hours in length. The "Big Four" events are approximately 4 hours in length. WWE airs a pre-show before each Network event known as Kickoff. Each Kickoff includes matches, interviews, and a panel of experts previewing the upcoming line-up. The Kickoff pre-show began as a 30-minute show[3] before expanding to 1 hour, beginning with Night of Champions[image: External link] in September 2014.[4] The "Big Four" Kickoff shows are the longest, at 2 hours.[5] WWE occasionally airs a post-show after some Network events known as Fallout. Each Fallout includes interviews and a panel of experts analyzing the event. The Fallout post-shows vary in length.[6]

The NXT TakeOver events began at 2 hours in length before expanding to 2 and a 1/2 hours, beginning with TakeOver: Brooklyn[image: External link] in 2015. Each TakeOver Kickoff includes interviews and a panel of experts previewing the upcoming line-up. The TakeOver Kickoff pre-shows began at 30-minutes in length before expanding to 1 hour, beginning with TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link] in 2017.[7] WWE also occasionally airs a post-show after TakeOver events known as TakeOver Fallout. Each TakeOver Fallout includes interviews and a panel of experts analyzing the event. The Fallout post-shows vary in length.

WWE Network events

2014



	
	
NXT event






	Event
	Date
	Venue
	Location
	Main event



	Arrival
	February 27, 2014
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Bo Dallas[image: External link] vs. Adrian Neville[image: External link] for the NXT Championship



	WrestleMania XXX[image: External link]
	April 6, 2014
	Mercedes-Benz Superdome[image: External link]
	New Orleans, LA[image: External link]
	Randy Orton[image: External link] vs. Batista[image: External link] vs. Daniel Bryan[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Extreme Rules[image: External link]
	May 4, 2014
	Izod Center[image: External link]
	East Rutherford, NJ[image: External link]
	Daniel Bryan vs. Kane[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver[image: External link]
	May 29, 2014
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Adrian Neville vs. Tyson Kidd[image: External link] for the NXT Championship



	Payback
	June 1, 2014
	Allstate Arena
	Rosemont, IL
	The Shield[image: External link] (Dean Ambrose, Seth Rollins[image: External link] and Roman Reigns) vs. Evolution[image: External link] (Triple H, Randy Orton and Batista)



	Money in the Bank[image: External link]
	June 29, 2014
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	Boston, MA[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Alberto Del Rio[image: External link] vs. Bray Wyatt[image: External link] vs. Cesaro vs. Kane vs. Randy Orton vs. Roman Reigns vs. Sheamus[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Battleground[image: External link]
	July 20, 2014
	Tampa Bay Times Forum[image: External link]
	Tampa, FL[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Randy Orton vs. Kane vs. Roman Reigns for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	SummerSlam[image: External link]
	August 17, 2014
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	Los Angeles, CA[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Brock Lesnar[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: Fatal 4-Way[image: External link]
	September 11, 2014
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Adrian Neville vs. Sami Zayn vs. Tyson Kidd vs. Tyler Breeze[image: External link] for the NXT Championship



	Night of Champions[image: External link]
	September 21, 2014
	Bridgestone Arena[image: External link]
	Nashville, TN[image: External link]
	Brock Lesnar vs. John Cena for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Hell in a Cell[image: External link]
	October 26, 2014
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	Dallas, TX[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose



	Survivor Series[image: External link]
	November 23, 2014
	Scottrade Center[image: External link]
	St. Louis, MO[image: External link]
	Team Cena (John Cena, Dolph Ziggler, Big Show[image: External link], Ryback and Erick Rowan[image: External link]) vs. The Authority (Seth Rollins, Kane, Mark Henry[image: External link], Rusev[image: External link] and Luke Harper[image: External link])



	TakeOver: R Evolution
	December 11, 2014
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Adrian Neville vs. Sami Zayn for the NXT Championship



	TLC: Tables, Ladders, Chairs... and Stairs[image: External link]
	December 14, 2014
	Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link]
	Cleveland, OH[image: External link]
	Dean Ambrose vs. Bray Wyatt




2015



	
	
NXT event






	Event
	Date
	Venue
	Location
	Main event



	Royal Rumble[image: External link]
	January 25, 2015
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	Philadelphia, PA[image: External link]
	30-man Royal Rumble match



	TakeOver: Rival[image: External link]
	February 11, 2015
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Sami Zayn vs. Kevin Owens for the NXT Championship



	Fastlane[image: External link]
	February 22, 2015
	FedExForum[image: External link]
	Memphis, TN[image: External link]
	Roman Reigns vs. Daniel Bryan



	WrestleMania 31[image: External link]
	March 29, 2015
	Levi's Stadium[image: External link]
	Santa Clara, CA[image: External link]
	Brock Lesnar vs. Roman Reigns (vs. Seth Rollins) for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Extreme Rules[image: External link]
	April 26, 2015
	Allstate Arena
	Rosemont, IL
	Seth Rollins vs. Randy Orton for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	King of the Ring[image: External link]
	April 28, 2015
	iWireless Center[image: External link]
	Moline, IL[image: External link]
	Neville vs. Bad News Barrett[image: External link]



	Payback
	May 17, 2015
	Royal Farms Arena[image: External link]
	Baltimore, MD[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Roman Reigns vs. Randy Orton vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: Unstoppable
	May 20, 2015
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Kevin Owens vs. Sami Zayn for the NXT Championship



	Elimination Chamber[image: External link]
	May 31, 2015
	American Bank Center[image: External link]
	Corpus Christi, TX[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Money in the Bank[image: External link]
	June 14, 2015
	Nationwide Arena[image: External link]
	Columbus, OH[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	The Beast in the East
	July 4, 2015
	Ryōgoku Sumo Hall[image: External link]
	Sumida, Tokyo[image: External link]

Japan[image: External link]
	John Cena and Dolph Ziggler vs. Kane and King Barrett



	Battleground[image: External link]
	July 19, 2015
	Scottrade Center[image: External link]
	St. Louis, MO[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Brock Lesnar for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: Brooklyn[image: External link]
	August 22, 2015
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	Brooklyn, NY[image: External link]
	Finn Bálor[image: External link] vs. Kevin Owens for the NXT Championship



	SummerSlam[image: External link]
	August 23, 2015
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	Brooklyn, NY[image: External link]
	The Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar



	Night of Champions[image: External link]
	September 20, 2015
	Toyota Center[image: External link]
	Houston, TX[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Sting[image: External link] for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Live from Madison Square Garden
	October 3, 2015
	Madison Square Garden[image: External link]
	New York, NY[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. Seth Rollins for the WWE United States Championship



	TakeOver: Respect[image: External link]
	October 7, 2015
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Bayley[image: External link] vs. Sasha Banks for the NXT Women's Championship[image: External link]



	Hell in a Cell[image: External link]
	October 25, 2015
	Staples Center[image: External link]
	Los Angeles, CA[image: External link]
	The Undertaker vs. Brock Lesnar



	Survivor Series[image: External link]
	November 22, 2015
	Philips Arena[image: External link]
	Atlanta, GA[image: External link]
	Roman Reigns vs. Sheamus for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs[image: External link]
	December 13, 2015
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	Boston, MA[image: External link]
	Sheamus vs. Roman Reigns for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: London[image: External link]
	December 16, 2015
	SSE Arena, Wembley[image: External link]
	Wembley[image: External link], London[image: External link]

England[image: External link]
	Finn Bálor vs. Samoa Joe[image: External link] for the NXT Championship




2016



	
	Raw-branded event
	
	SmackDown-branded event
	
	NXT event






	Event
	Date
	Venue
	Location
	Main event



	Royal Rumble
	January 24, 2016
	Amway Center[image: External link]
	Orlando, FL[image: External link]
	30-man Royal Rumble match for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Fastlane
	February 21, 2016
	Quicken Loans Arena[image: External link]
	Cleveland, OH[image: External link]
	Roman Reigns vs. Dean Ambrose vs. Brock Lesnar



	Roadblock
	March 12, 2016
	Ricoh Coliseum[image: External link]
	Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Canada[image: External link]
	Triple H vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: Dallas
	April 1, 2016
	Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center[image: External link]
	Dallas, TX[image: External link]
	Finn Bálor vs. Samoa Joe for the NXT Championship



	WrestleMania 32
	April 3, 2016
	AT&T Stadium[image: External link]
	Arlington, TX[image: External link]
	Triple H vs. Roman Reigns for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Payback
	May 1, 2016
	Allstate Arena
	Rosemont, IL
	Roman Reigns vs. AJ Styles for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Extreme Rules
	May 22, 2016
	Prudential Center
	Newark, NJ
	Roman Reigns vs. AJ Styles for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	TakeOver: The End
	June 8, 2016
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Samoa Joe vs. Finn Bálor for the NXT Championship



	Money in the Bank
	June 19, 2016
	T-Mobile Arena[image: External link]
	Paradise, NV[image: External link]
	Seth Rollins vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Heavyweight Championship



	Battleground
	July 24, 2016
	Verizon Center[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	Dean Ambrose vs. Roman Reigns vs. Seth Rollins for the WWE Championship



	TakeOver: Brooklyn II
	August 20, 2016
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	Brooklyn, NY[image: External link]
	Samoa Joe vs. Shinsuke Nakamura[image: External link] for the NXT Championship



	SummerSlam
	August 21, 2016
	Barclays Center[image: External link]
	Brooklyn, NY[image: External link]
	Brock Lesnar vs. Randy Orton



	Backlash
	September 11, 2016
	Richmond Coliseum[image: External link]
	Richmond, VA[image: External link]
	Dean Ambrose vs. AJ Styles for the WWE World Championship



	Cruiserweight Classic Finale[image: External link]
	September 14, 2016
	Full Sail University[image: External link]
	Winter Park, FL[image: External link]
	Gran Metalik[image: External link] vs. T.J. Perkins[image: External link] for the WWE Cruiserweight Championship[image: External link]



	Clash of Champions
	September 25, 2016
	Bankers Life Fieldhouse[image: External link]
	Indianapolis, IN[image: External link]
	Kevin Owens vs. Seth Rollins for the WWE Universal Championship[image: External link]



	No Mercy
	October 9, 2016
	Golden 1 Center[image: External link]
	Sacramento, CA[image: External link]
	Randy Orton vs. Bray Wyatt



	Hell in a Cell
	October 30, 2016
	TD Garden[image: External link]
	Boston, MA[image: External link]
	Sasha Banks vs. Charlotte Flair[image: External link] for the WWE Raw Women's Championship



	TakeOver: Toronto
	November 19, 2016
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Canada[image: External link]
	Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Samoa Joe for the NXT Championship



	Survivor Series
	November 20, 2016
	Air Canada Centre[image: External link]
	Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link]

Canada[image: External link]
	Goldberg[image: External link] vs. Brock Lesnar



	TLC: Tables, Ladders & Chairs
	December 4, 2016
	American Airlines Center[image: External link]
	Dallas, TX[image: External link]
	AJ Styles vs. Dean Ambrose for the WWE World Championship



	Roadblock: End of the Line
	December 18, 2016
	PPG Paints Arena[image: External link]
	Pittsburgh, PA[image: External link]
	Kevin Owens vs. Roman Reigns for the WWE Universal Championship




2017



	
	Raw-branded event
	
	SmackDown-branded event
	
	NXT event









	Event
	Date
	Venue
	Location
	Main event



	United Kingdom Championship Tournament - Day 1
	January 14, 2017
	Empress Ballroom[image: External link]
	Blackpool[image: External link], Lancashire[image: External link]

England[image: External link]
	Tyler Bate[image: External link] vs. Tucker[image: External link]



	United Kingdom Championship Tournament - Day 2
	January 15, 2017
	Empress Ballroom[image: External link]
	Blackpool[image: External link], Lancashire[image: External link]

England[image: External link]
	Tyler Bate vs. Pete Dunne[image: External link] for the WWE United Kingdom Championship[image: External link]



	TakeOver: San Antonio[image: External link]
	January 28, 2017
	Freeman Coliseum[image: External link]
	San Antonio, TX[image: External link]
	Shinsuke Nakamura vs. Bobby Roode[image: External link] for the NXT Championship



	Royal Rumble[image: External link]
	January 29, 2017
	Alamodome[image: External link]
	San Antonio, TX[image: External link]
	30-man Royal Rumble match



	Elimination Chamber[image: External link]
	February 12, 2017
	Talking Stick Resort Arena[image: External link]
	Phoenix, AZ[image: External link]
	John Cena vs. AJ Styles vs. Baron Corbin vs. Bray Wyatt vs. Dean Ambrose vs. The Miz for the WWE Championship



	Fastlane[image: External link]
	March 5, 2017
	Bradley Center[image: External link]
	Milwaukee, WI[image: External link]
	Kevin Owens vs. Goldberg for the WWE Universal Championship



	TakeOver: Orlando[image: External link]
	April 1, 2017
	Amway Center[image: External link]
	Orlando, FL[image: External link]
	Bobby Roode vs. Shinsuke Nakamura for the NXT Championship



	WrestleMania 33[image: External link]
	April 2, 2017
	Camping World Stadium[image: External link]
	Orlando, FL[image: External link]
	The Undertaker vs. Roman Reigns



	Payback
	April 30, 2017
	SAP Center[image: External link]
	San Jose, CA[image: External link]
	Roman Reigns vs. Braun Strowman[image: External link]



	United Kingdom Championship Special
	May 19, 2017
	Epic Studios
	Norwich[image: External link], Norfolk[image: External link]

England[image: External link]
	Tyler Bate vs. Mark Andrews[image: External link] for the WWE United Kingdom Championship
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