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In "The Fleet: Its Rivers, Prison, and Marriages," John Ashton intricately examines the historical and social implications of one of London's lesser-known waterways, the Fleet River. Ashton employs a rich narrative style, weaving together vivid descriptions and meticulous research to explore the river's dark past, particularly its notorious English Debtors' prison and the unconventional marriages that occurred in its vicinity. This book is firmly rooted in the Victorian era, drawing on extensive archival materials that illuminate societal attitudes towards debt, crime, and marriage, offering a comprehensive view of the era's moral complexities. John Ashton was an esteemed writer and historian, whose keen interest in the nuances of urban life during the Victorian period undoubtedly shaped his exploration of the Fleet River. His background in journalism and literary criticism provided him with the tools to pursue an engaging narrative within the framework of historical analysis. Ashton's penchant for uncovering the hidden stories of everyday life allowed him to paint a vivid picture of how the Fleet River served as a microcosm for broader societal issues, reflecting both its vibrant and dark realities. I highly recommend "The Fleet: Its Rivers, Prison, and Marriages" to readers interested in social history, Victorian studies, or urban exploration. Ashton's skillful blend of storytelling and scholarship not only educates but also invites readers to contemplate the human experiences shaped by this fascinating yet troubled waterway. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "Sober by Act of Parliament," Fred A. McKenzie explores the intricate relationship between governance and societal change through the lens of Prohibition in the early 20th century. McKenzie employs a vivid narrative style enriched with historical detail and personal anecdotes, illustrating how legislative measures attempted to shape cultural mores around alcohol consumption. The book contextualizes these events within the broader American moral landscape, deftly connecting shifts in public opinion and political maneuvering to the eventual enactment of the 18th Amendment, which sought to transform American society from vice to virtue. Fred A. McKenzie, an astute observer of American society, brings his extensive background in journalism and social commentary to bear in this work. His personal experiences during the Prohibition era, coupled with his keen understanding of political dynamics, provide a unique perspective that informs his examination of the societal constraints imposed by the government. McKenzie's insightful analysis is bolstered by his commitment to uncovering the multifaceted motivations behind the move to legislate morality. "Sober by Act of Parliament" is highly recommended for readers interested in the intersections of law, social change, and cultural history. McKenzie'Äôs thorough research and engaging narrative style not only offer a compelling story but also stimulate critical reflections on the efficacy of legislative approaches to societal issues, making the book a vital contribution to contemporary discussions about governance and personal freedom.
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In 'Lessons of the War: Being Comments from Week to Week to the Relief of Ladysmith,' Spenser Wilkinson presents a meticulously crafted commentary on the Second Boer War, focusing specifically on the pivotal British military campaign aimed at relieving the besieged town of Ladysmith. Wilkinson's prose is characterized by its analytical precision and vivid descriptions, illuminating not only the tactical maneuvers but also the human experiences underlying the conflict. Written in an engaging journalistic style, each weekly comment provides contemporary readers with insights into military strategy and the socio-political ramifications of the war, thereby situating the work within the broader context of 19th-century imperialism and military literature. Spenser Wilkinson was a prominent military historian and journalist whose extensive work on military strategy was influenced by his keen interest in the dynamics of power and conflict. His first-hand experiences and deep understanding of military theory fortified his ability to critique and analyze the events around Ladysmith. Wilkinson's perspective was also shaped by his commitment to impart lessons learned from warfare, blending personal experience with scholarly rigor to create a compelling narrative. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in military history, imperial studies, and those seeking to understand the complexities of British colonial strategy. Wilkinson's insights not only illuminate the specifics of the Ladysmith siege but also provide timeless reflections on the human cost and moral implications of war. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "The Ethnology of the British Islands," R. G. Latham meticulously examines the diverse cultural and ethnic tapestry of Britain during the 19th century. Employing a comparative anthropological lens, Latham delves into the historical origins, languages, and social structures of various British communities, casting light on their interactions and migrations. His analytical approach reflects the era's burgeoning interest in science and empiricism, placed within a richly descriptive narrative that balances rigorous research with engaging prose. This work situates itself within the broader context of ethnological studies of the time, contributing to a deeper understanding of the British Isles as a complex and dynamic social entity. R. G. Latham (1812-1888), a pioneer in the study of linguistics and ethnology, was significantly influenced by contemporary debates around colonialism, race, and identity. His academic background and professional role as a philologist equipped him with the tools necessary to navigate the intricate relationships among language, culture, and historical change. Latham's commitment to empirical research drew upon both his extensive travels and scholarly pursuits, fostering a unique perspective in his analysis of the British Isles. This compelling work is highly recommended for readers interested in anthropology, history, and cultural studies. Latham'Äôs insights provide not only a historical account but also invite contemporary reflections on national identity and multiculturalism. "The Ethnology of the British Islands" offers a profound exploration relevant to those seeking to understand the intricate layers of Britain'Äôs social fabric.
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In "Barracks, Bivouacs and Battles," Archibald Forbes presents a vivid chronicle of military life and the complexities of warfare during the late 19th century. Written with a combination of journalistic precision and narrative flair, Forbes blends personal anecdotes with broader military history, immersing readers in the experiences of soldiers in barracks and battlefields. The book serves as both a memoir and a social commentary, shedding light on the grim realities of war, the camaraderie forged in hardship, and the transformative effects of conflict on individuals and societies. Forbes's keen observations and evocative prose echo the literary styles of naturalism and realism prevalent in the works of his contemporaries, providing an authentic portrait of military life during his era. Archibald Forbes, a distinguished war correspondent and journalist, possessed a unique vantage point from which to write this book. His first-hand experiences covering pivotal battles of his time, including the Franco-Prussian War, provided him with the raw material necessary to convey the true essence of military life. Forbes's intimate understanding of both the heroism and suffering of soldiers undoubtedly shaped his desire to elucidate the intricacies of warfare and its impact on human existence. "Barracks, Bivouacs and Battles" is essential reading for those interested in military history, journalism, or the psychological effects of warfare. Forbes's eloquent narrative invites readers to reflect on the human cost of conflict, making this work both a profound exploration and a lasting testament to the indomitable spirit of those who serve. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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I

THE NATION AND THE PARTIES

"I do not believe in the perfection of the British constitution as an instrument of war ... it is evident that there is something in your machinery that is wrong." These were the words of the late Marquis of Salisbury[1], speaking as Prime Minister in his place in the House of Lords on the 30th of January 1900. They amounted to a declaration by the British Government that it could not govern, for the first business of a Government is to be able to defend the State of which it has charge, that is, to carry on war. Strange to say, the people of England were undisturbed by so striking an admission of national failure.

On the 16th of March 1909 came a new declaration from another Prime Minister. Mr. Asquith[2], on the introduction of the Navy Estimates, explained to the House of Commons that the Government had been surprised at the rate at which the new German navy was being constructed, and at the rapid growth of Germany's power to build battleships. But it is the first duty of a Government to provide for national security and to provide means to foresee. A Government that is surprised in a matter relating to war is already half defeated[1q].

The creation of the German navy is the creation of means that could be used to challenge Great Britain's sea power and all that depends upon it. There has been no such challenge these hundred years, no challenge so formidable as that represented by the new German fleet these three hundred years. It brings with it a crisis in the national life of England as great as has ever been known; yet this crisis finds the British nation divided, unready and uncertain what leadership it is to expect.

The dominant fact, the fact that controls all others, is that from now onwards Great Britain has to face the stern reality of war, immediately by way of preparation and possibly at any moment by way of actual collision. England is drifting into a quarrel with Germany which, if it cannot be settled, involves a struggle for the mastery with the strongest nation that the world has yet seen—a nation that, under the pressure of necessity, has learnt to organise itself for war as for peace; that sets its best minds to direct its preparations for war; that has an army of four million citizens, and that is of one mind in the determination to make a navy that shall fear no antagonist. A conflict of this kind is the test of nations, not only of their strength but also of their righteousness or right to be. It has two aspects. It is first of all a quarrel and then a fight, and if we are to enter into it without fear of destruction we must fulfil two conditions: in the quarrel we must be in the right, in the fight we must win. The two conditions are inseparable. If there is a doubt about the justice of our cause we shall be divided among ourselves, and it will be impossible for us to put forth the strength of a united nation.

Have we really a quarrel with Germany? Is she doing us any wrong? Some of our people seem to think so, though I find it hard to say in what the wrong consists. Are we doing her any wrong? Some Germans seem to think so, and it behoves us, if we can, to find out what the German grievance is.

Suppose that there is a cause for quarrel, hidden at present but sooner or later to be revealed. What likelihood is there that we shall be able to make good our case in arms, and to satisfy the world and posterity that we deserved to win?

Germany can build fleets as fast as we can, and although we have a start the race will not be easy for us; she has the finest school of war that ever existed, against which we have to set an Admiralty so much mistrusted that at this moment a committee of the Cabinet is inquiring into its efficiency.

Is it not time for us to find the answer to the question raised by Lord Salisbury nine years ago, to ascertain what it is that interferes with the perfection of the British constitution as an instrument of war, and to set right what is wrong with our machinery?

The truth is that we have ceased to be a nation; we have forgotten nationhood, and have become a conglomerate of classes, parties, factions, and sects. That is the disease. The remedy consists in reconstituting ourselves as a nation.

What is a nation? The inhabitants of a country constituted as one body to secure their corporate being and well-being. The nation is all of us[2q], and its government is trusteeship for us all in order to give us peace and security, and in order that in peace and security we may make each other's lives worth living by doing each the best work he can. The nature of a nation may be seen by distinguishing it from the other nations outside and from the parties within. The mark of a nation is sovereignty, which means, as regards other nations, the right and the power to make peace with them or to carry on war against them, and which means, as regards those within, the right and the power to command them.

A nation is a people constituted as a State, maintaining and supporting a Government which is at once the embodiment of right and the wielder of force. If the right represented by the Government is challenged, either without or within, the Government asserts it by force, and in either case disposes, to any extent that may be required, of the property, the persons, and the lives of its subjects.

A party, according to the classical theory of the British constitution, is a body of men within the State who are agreed in regarding some measure or some principle as so vital to the State that, in order to secure the adoption of the measure or the acceptance of the principle, they are willing to sink all differences of opinion on other matters, and to work together for the one purpose which they are agreed in regarding as fundamental.

The theory of party government is based on the assumption that there must always be some measure or some principle in regard to which the citizens of the same country will differ so strongly as to subordinate their private convictions on other matters to their profound convictions in regard to the one great question. It is a theory of permanent civil war carried on through the forms of parliamentary debate and popular election, and, indeed, the two traditional parties are the political descendants of the two sides which in the seventeenth century were actually engaged in civil war. For the ordinary purposes of the domestic life of the country the system has its advantages, but they are coupled with grave drawbacks. The party system destroys the sincerity of our political life, and introduces a dangerous dilettantism into the administration of public business.

A deliberative assembly like the House of Commons can reach a decision only by there being put from the chair a question to which the answer must be either Yes or No. It is evidently necessary to the sincerity of such decisions that the answer given by each member shall in every case be the expression of his conviction regarding the right answer to the question put. If every member in every division were to vote according to his own judgment and conscience upon the question put, there would be a perpetual circulation of members between the Ayes to the right and the Noes to the left. The party system prevents this. It obliges each member on every important occasion to vote with his leaders and to follow the instruction of the whips. In this way the division of opinion produced by some particular question or measure is, as far as possible, made permanent and dominant, and the freedom of thought and of deliberation is confined within narrow limits.

Thus there creeps into the system an element of insincerity which has been enormously increased since the extension of the franchise and the consequent organisation of parties in the country. Thirty or forty years ago the caucus[4] was established in all the constituencies, in each of which was formed a party club, association, or committee, for the purpose of securing at parliamentary elections the success of the party candidate. The association, club, or committee consists, as regards its active or working portion, of a very small percentage of the voters even of its own party, but it is affiliated to the central organisation and in practice it controls the choice of candidates.

What is the result? That the affairs of the nation are entirely given over to be disputed between the two organised parties, whose leaders are compelled, in shaping their policy and in thinking about public affairs, to consider first and foremost the probable effect of what they will do and of what they will say upon the active members of the caucus of their own party in the constituencies. The frame of mind of the members of the caucus is that of men who regard the opposite caucus as the adversary. But the adversary of a nation can only be another nation.

In this way the leaders of both parties, the men who fill the places which, in a well-organised nation, would be assigned to statesmen, are placed in it position in which statesmanship is almost impossible. A statesman would be devoted solely to the nation. He would think first, second, and third of the nation. Security would be his prime object, and upon that basis he would aim at the elevation of the characters and of the lives of the whole population. But our leaders cannot possibly think first, second, and third of the nation. They have to think at least as much of the next election and of the opinions of their supporters. In this way their attention is diverted from that observation of other nations which is essential for the maintenance of security. Moreover, they are obliged to dwell on subjects directly intelligible to and appreciable by the voters in the constituencies, and are thereby hindered from giving either the time or the attention which they would like to any of those problems of statesmanship which require close and arduous study for their solution. The wonder is in these conditions that they do their work so well, and maintain undiminished the reputation of English public men for integrity and ability.

Yet what at the present moment is the principle about which parties are divided? Is there any measure or any principle at issue which is really vital to Great Britain? Is there anything in dispute between the parties which would not be abandoned and forgotten at the first shot fired in a war between England and a great continental nation? I am convinced that that first shot must cause the scales to fall from men's eyes; that it must make every one realise that our divisions are comparative trifles and that for years we have been wasting time over them. But if we wait for the shock of war to arouse us to a sense of reality and to estimate our party differences at their true value, it will be too late. We shall wring our hands in vain over our past blindness and the insight we shall then have obtained will avail us nothing.

The party system has another consequence which will not stand scrutiny in the light of reality; it is dilettantism in the conduct of the nation's principal business. Some of the chief branches of the executive work of government are the provinces of special arts and sciences, each of which to master requires the work of a lifetime. Of such a kind are the art of carrying on war, whether by sea or land, the art of conducting foreign relations, which involves a knowledge of all the other great States and their policies, and the direction of the educational system, which cannot possibly be properly conducted except by an experienced educator. But the system gives the direction of each of these branches to one of the political leaders forming the Cabinet or governing committee, and the practice is to consider as disqualified from membership of that committee any man who has given his life either to war, to foreign policy, or to education. Yet by its efficiency in these matters the nation must stand or fall. By all means let us be chary of lightly making changes in the constitution or in the arrangements of government. But, if the security and continued existence of the nation are in question, must we not scrutinise our methods of government with a view to make sure that they accord with the necessary conditions of success in a national struggle for existence?

I am well aware that the train of thought to which I have tried to give expression is unpopular, and that most people think that any modification of the traditional party system is impracticable. But the question is not whether the system is popular; it is whether it will enable the country to stand in the hour of trial. If the system is inefficient and fails to enable the nation to carry on with success the functions necessary for its preservation and if at the same time it is impracticable to change it, then nothing can avert ruin from this country. Yet I believe that a very large number of my countrymen are in fact thinking each for himself the thoughts which I am trying to express. They are perhaps not the active members of the caucus of either party, but they are men who, if they see the need, will not shrink from exertions or from sacrifices which they believe to be useful or necessary to the country. It is to them that the following pages are an appeal. I appeal with some confidence because what I shall try to show to be necessary is not so much a change of institutions as a change of spirit; not a new constitution but a return to a true way of looking at public and private life. My contention is that the future of England depends entirely upon the restoration of duty, of which the nation is the symbol, to its proper place in our lives.
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