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In "Dinner Real and Reputed," Thomas de Quincey presents an engaging fusion of memoir, culinary critique, and philosophical inquiry. His literary style is characterized by its opulent prose and vivid imagery, typifying the Romantic era's fascination with the sublime and the grotesque. De Quincey deftly weaves personal anecdotes alongside cultural observations, illuminating the dynamics of societal dining practices while reflecting on the nature of reality versus perception in the culinary sphere. Each chapter serves as a lens through which readers can explore the intricate connections between food, class, and identity in early 19th-century England. Thomas de Quincey, best known for his confessional and often introspective essays, drew from his own life experiences to craft this work. A former opium addict and an ardent admirer of the philosophical underpinnings of Romanticism, de Quincey's exploration of dining reveals his complex relationship with pleasure, excess, and societal conventions. His background as a student of philosophy and literature and his travels through various social strata inform his nuanced perspective on the mundane yet profound act of dining. "Dinner Real and Reputed" is a must-read for those interested in the intricacies of food culture and its representation in literature. Readers will find themselves immersed in de Quincey'Äôs rich narrative style, which not only entertains but also provokes deeper thought about the roles food plays in social identity and collective memory. This book is an essential addition to the library of anyone who appreciates the intersection of culinary art and literary reflection.
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In "With Grenfell on the Labrador," Fullerton L. Waldo presents a poignant account of the North American wilderness, intertwining the rugged beauty of Labrador's landscape with the compelling narrative of Dr. Wilfred Grenfell, a missionary and medical doctor dedicated to the region's underserved communities. Waldo's writing is characterized by vivid descriptions and heartfelt reflections, employing a lyrical style that draws readers into the profound majesty of the natural world alongside the human spirit's resilience. Set in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this work acts as both a travel memoir and a social commentary, delving into the challenges faced by Grenfell and the people he served amidst the harsh realities of life in one of the most remote locations in North America. Fullerton L. Waldo was not just a contemporary of Grenfell but also an ardent admirer of his humanitarian efforts. Born into a milieu of exploration and inquiry, Waldo was deeply influenced by the ideals of social reform and compassion. His first-hand experiences in the region, coupled with a profound respect for Grenfell's legacy, propelled him to document these significant, albeit often overlooked, narratives of empathy, sacrifice, and community. This book is an invaluable read for those interested in the intersections of adventure, humanitarianism, and the natural world. Waldo's rich prose and deep emotional resonance make "With Grenfell on the Labrador" a compelling exploration that invites readers to reflect on the complexities of service, the beauty of the wilderness, and the enduring impact of one man's dedication to uplifting others. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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Excellent Women, a seminal work in the canon of 20th-century British literature, artfully intertwines elements of social commentary and character study within its narrative. Set in the post-World War II era, the novel delves into the lives of women navigating a patriarchal society, exploring themes of independence, societal expectation, and personal identity. Written in a sharp, observational style characteristic of its literary context, the book juxtaposes the mundane with the profound, often using wit and irony to critique the status quo. The protagonist, Millicent, embodies the tensions of 'excellent women''Äîthose who excel in their roles yet grapple with their own desires for fulfillment beyond domestic spheres. Authored by Barbara Pym, a notable figure in English literature, Excellent Women reflects her own experiences and observations as a single woman in a male-dominated literary world. Pym'Äôs keen insights were shaped by her extensive academic background, particularly her studies in anthropology, which equipped her with a profound understanding of human relationships. Throughout her life, Pym drew inspiration from her encounters with various social circles, infusing her narrative with authenticity and depth. This novel is highly recommended for those seeking to explore the complexities of gender roles and societal standards in mid-20th century Britain. Pym'Äôs deft characterizations and subtle humor invite readers to reflect on the nuances of everyday life, making Excellent Women a compelling read for scholars and casual readers alike.
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In 'The Man in the Queue,' Josephine Tey introduces readers to a compelling mystery imbued with rich characterization and an exploration of societal norms in early 20th-century England. The narrative unfolds when a man is murdered in a queue outside a theater, thrusting Inspector Alan Grant into a labyrinthine investigation where the public's perceptions and prejudices become critical to solving the crime. Tey's skilled use of dialogue and vivid descriptions paints a lively backdrop, while her innovative plotting invites readers to grapple with themes of justice and morality, establishing this work as a trailblazer in the detective fiction genre. Josephine Tey, a prominent figure in the crime literature sphere, was known for her keen psychological insight and ability to weave historical context into her narratives. Her background as an accomplished playwright undoubtedly contributed to her narrative flair, while her personal experiences with social dynamics would have sharpened her understanding of human behavior. 'The Man in the Queue' showcases her ability to comment on the intricate web of social interactions, revealing the interplay between individual motives and collective assumptions. This novel is recommended for readers who appreciate intricate plots laced with social commentary and character depth. Tey's debut not only engages with suspenseful storytelling but also provides a fascinating lens through which to examine societal constructs of her era. A must-read for mystery aficionados and scholars of literature alike.
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In "A Writer's Diary," Virginia Woolf presents a rich tapestry of her reflections on the writing process, weaving together personal insights and literary musings that illuminate the struggles and joys of the creative endeavor. Written with her characteristic stream-of-consciousness style, this collection showcases Woolf's profound understanding of the artistic psyche and the intricacies of literary craftsmanship. Set against the backdrop of early 20th-century modernism, the diary entries reveal Woolf's engagement with contemporary thought, as she grapples with themes of identity, gender, and the complexities of narrative form. Virginia Woolf, a central figure in modernist literature, was not only an accomplished novelist but also a keen observer of her own creative journey. The diary entries span a period of significant literary evolution, offering readers a glimpse into the mind of a writer who sought to challenge societal norms and elevate the voice of women in literature. Her own struggles with mental health and the constraints of her time shaped her perspectives, providing depth to her reflections on both the art of writing and its implications for personal and societal truth. "A Writer's Diary" is an essential read for anyone interested in the mechanics of writing and the inner workings of a literary genius. Woolf's poignant observations resonate with both aspiring writers and seasoned professionals, making this work a timeless exploration of creativity that encourages readers to ponder their own artistic journeys. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)





Thomas de Quincey


The English Mail-Coach, or The Glory of Motion

Enriched edition. Journey Through Romantic Landscapes: A Literary Exploration of English Mail-Coaches in the 19th Century

In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience.

[image: ]

Introduction, Studies and Commentaries by Spencer Hardwick

Edited and published by Good Press, 2022


goodpress@okpublishing.info



    EAN 4064066411947
  



Introduction




Table of Contents




    Speed becomes a form of thinking. Thomas De Quincey’s The English Mail-Coach, or The Glory of Motion confronts the nineteenth century’s appetite for velocity and the inner transformations it triggers, showing how swiftness on the road reshapes perception, language, and feeling. The essay moves from public spectacle to private revelation, making the coach not merely a vehicle but a figure for national energy and imaginative flight. What begins as a celebration of a technological marvel unfolds into a meditation on exhilaration and risk, the thresholds between waking and dreaming, and the ways modern movement organizes collective memory and individual consciousness.

This book is a classic because it crystallizes an era’s encounter with technology through a style equal to its subject’s intensity. De Quincey fuses reportage, history, and visionary musing in prose whose cadences carry the reader as relentlessly as the coach itself. Its influence is felt wherever the essay becomes an instrument for high emotional argument, and where writers test how sensation and reflection can cohere. It stands at a crucial hinge of literary history—between Romanticism’s sublime and Victorian modernity’s systems—mapping how speed alters thought, ethics, and art. Scholars and general readers return to it for its audacity, architecture, and unforgettable images.

Thomas De Quincey, the English essayist best known for Confessions of an English Opium-Eater, wrote The English Mail-Coach in the mid-nineteenth century; it first appeared in Blackwood’s Edinburgh Magazine in 1849. The work is an extended essay in three interrelated movements that examine the mail-coach as national institution, psychological catalyst, and imaginative engine. Without relying on plot, it develops a sequence of scenes and reflections whose inward stakes rival outward events. De Quincey’s purpose is to memorialize the pre-railway world’s greatest machine for speed while probing the moral and aesthetic consequences of motion, and to translate that experience into a new register of English prose.

De Quincey’s intentions are both historical and visionary. He preserves the spectacle of the coach at its height—its timetables, hierarchy, discipline, and aura—yet refuses to treat it as mere antiquarian display. The machine is a theatre of the senses and a crucible of choice. By tracking the pressures of acceleration, he anatomizes alertness, hazard, and responsibility, and then extends them into a meditation on memory’s afterlife. His essay seeks not to inform only but to enact, composing rhythms that mimic momentum, deceleration, and rebound. The goal is an ethics of attention under speed, and an aesthetics that renders velocity palpable without sacrificing thought.
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