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Physical Characteristics of the Papillon


(excerpted from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Skull: Of medium width and slightly rounded between the ears. A well-defined stop is formed where the muzzle joins the skull.


Eyes: Dark, round, not bulging, of medium size and alert in expression. Eye rims black.


Ears: Erect or drop type should be large with rounded tips, and set on the sides and toward the back of the head.
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Nose: Black, small, rounded and slightly flat on top.


Lips: Tight, thin and black.


Neck: Of medium length.


Muzzle: Fine, abruptly thinner than the head, tapering to the nose. The length of the muzzle from the tip of the nose to stop is approximately one-third the length of the head from tip of nose to occiput.


Bite: Teeth must meet in a scissors bite.


Forequarters: Shoulders well developed and laid back to allow freedom of movement. Forelegs slender, fine-boned and must be straight. Front feet thin and elongated (hare-like), pointing neither in nor out.


Body: The chest is of medium depth with ribs well sprung. The belly is tucked up.


Proportion: Body must be slightly longer than the height at withers.


Topline: Straight and level.


Hindquarters: Well developed and well angulated. The hind legs are slender, fine-boned, and parallel when viewed from behind. Hocks inclined neither in nor out. Hind feet thin and elongated (hare-like), pointing neither in nor out.


Tail: Long, set high and carried well arched over the body. The tail is covered with a long, flowing plume.


Coat: Abundant, long, fine, silky, flowing, straight with resilient quality, flat on back and sides of body. A profuse frill on chest. Hair short and close on skull, muzzle, front of forelegs, and from hind feet to hocks. Ears well fringed. Backs of the forelegs are covered with feathers diminishing to the pasterns. Hind legs are covered to the hocks with abundant breeches (culottes).


Color: Always parti-color or white with patches of any color(s). A clearly defined white blaze and noseband are preferred to a solidly marked head.


Size: Height at withers, 8 to 11 inches. Weight is in proportion to height.









KENNEL CLUB BOOKS® PAPILLON


ISBN 13: 978-1-59378-256-6


eISBN 13: 978-1-59378-895-7





Copyright © 1999 • Kennel Club Books® • An Imprint of I-5 Press™ • A Division of I-5 Publishing, LLC™
3 Burroughs, Irvine, CA 92618 USA
Cover Design Patented: US 6,435,559 B2 • Printed in South Korea





All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, by photostat, scanner, microfilm, xerography or any other means, or incorporated into any information retrieval system, electronic or mechanical, without the written permission of the copyright owner.








 

Photographs by:


Norvia Behling, TJ. Calhoun, Doskocil,


Isabelle Francais, Carol Ann Johnson, Bill Jonas, Mikki Pet Products,


Karen Taylor and Alice van Kempen.


The owner wishes to thank the owners of the dogs featured in this book, including


Natalie D. Carlton, Dale Cunningham, Nancy Duke, Roseann Fucillo,


Maxine J. Gurin, Barbara Manno, Marilyn Mele, Robert P. Santella


and Vesa Toivanen.


Illustrations by Renée Low.







[image: image]


ORIGIN OF THE BUTTERFLY DOG


Dainty companion of kings and royalty; diminutive package of poise and personality; faithful, fun-loving and full of mischief: such is the charming Papillon, who has long reigned as one of the most captivating Toy dogs known to man.


The tiny Papillon is perhaps best known for his lovely erect and delicately feathered ears, which is the characteristic from which the breed derives its name, papillon being the French word for “butterfly.” Butterfly is also a very appropriate name because the word itself conjures up graceful and enchanting images. Such is the nature of this most winsome animal.
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Eng. Ch. Moorland Piloutte, bred by Vanon der Bergen in 1925. The dog was purchased by Mrs. Pope in 1927, winning three Challenge Certificates and thus becoming a full champion in the UK that same year.


The original version of this Toy breed pre-1900, was called the Phalene, which is a French word that means “moth.” Decades ago, most specimens of the Papillon sported large, drooping ears that resembled the folded wings of a moth. Over several centuries, the ear shape evolved and a more erect-eared dog emerged to become the more popular version known today as the Papillon. The drop-eared variety continues to enjoy a fair degree of popularity, however, and at some types of shows it is even shown in a separate class. The breed standard for the modern Phalene is the same as that for the Papillon other than specifying that the Phalene’s ears must be completely dropped.


The Papillon is most probably descended from the Continental Toy Spaniel, which was the favorite lap dog of the royal class. For centuries, kings, queens and other nobility were known to favor pocket-sized dogs that they could cuddle and carry about with ease. France, Belgium and Spain all claim to be the breed’s country of origin, as this dainty dog consorted with the royal families of many countries. Since the name Papillon is of French derivation, most canine historians agree with the popular belief that the breed originated in that country.


The breed is among the oldest of the pure-bred Toys, appearing in portraiture and other authenticated artwork as far back as the 14th and 15th centuries. While the Papillon’s country of origin may be in question in some circles, the breed is well documented in the art world as well as in royal legend. Papillon history is replete with colorful anecdotes about the breed’s association with royal families and court members. Perhaps the most entertaining stories revolve around King Henri II of France.
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The beautiful drop ears on this lovely Phalene show the moth-like qualities for which the Phalene was named.


Henri was completely enamored with the Papillon and spent enormous amounts of money indulging his passion for the breed. Henri so prized his dogs that he reputedly spent over 100,000 crowns on his beloved pets in 1576. He made personal trips to his Papillon breeder in Lyon, who noted Henri’s weakness and took advantage of it by charging extravagant prices for the pups. A most amusing anecdote tells us that on one occasion Henri rankled the members of his council of state when he attended a meeting while wearing small open baskets, filled with tiny Papillons, draped around his neck.
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Three pups bred by leading Papillon breeder Miss Grimston in the late 1920s.


History also recounts that Henri’s three favorite Papillons were permitted to sleep with him and were charged with the impressive duty of guarding his royal person. One of these, a bitch named Lilene, was with Henri in St. Cloud when a monk named Jacques Clement came to visit the king. Lilene reacted so violently to the monk’s presence that the king was forced to confine her to another room with the other Papillons. Once the monk was alone with Henri, he stabbed the king and immediately tried to flee. The nearby Papillons sensed the disaster and barked with such alarm that the palace staff was alerted and the monk was apprehended. But it was too late for the king. As Henri II lay dying, he is reported to have gasped, “If only I had heeded Lilene’s warning.”
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COLORS TODAY


Early Papillons were often solid-colored dogs. Today they are predominantly white with colored markings, with white and black, white and lemon, white and red, white and sable or tricolor with white, black and tan.
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Papillons from noted kennels in the 1920s. Top: A beautiful quartet from Miss Grimston’s kennel. Middle: Papillons from Mrs. Pope’s kennel, which was noted for its consistency and quality. Bottom: Crystal of Arda, pictured at (left) three months of age and (right) as an adult. Note her excellent tail and ear carriage and alert expression, even as a pup.
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A beautiful modern-day Papillon from the Netherlands. Papillon means “butterfly” in French; the breed was so named for the butterfly-wing appearance of its ears.


Marie Antoinette was also passionately devoted to her two Papillons. One account of her execution alleges that she carried one of her dogs with her to the guillotine and gave him to the executioner just before he beheaded her. Her two little companions were cared for in her home after her death. That house in Paris is known today as “The House of Papillons.”


Given the Papillon’s role as the treasured companion of royalty and high courtesans, it is not surprising that, during the Renaissance period, this charming creature frequently appeared in religious frescoes and in famous paintings throughout Europe. Papillon history is elegantly recorded in dozens of paintings by the European Masters; renowned artists such as Van Dyck, Goya, Rubens, Murillo, Boucher and Fragonard featured Papillons in some of their paintings. Whether this was by their own design or whether the work was always commissioned by the owners, we will never know. The fact remains that the tiny Papillon was frequently painted with its owner.


One of the earliest artistic records of the Papillon was discovered around 1270. Italian artist Ambrogi de Boudose Giotti depicted the tiny charmer in a painting that was then displayed in a church in Italy. Another early work, taken from a series of paintings by Italian artist Sasetta (1392–1450), features a tiny black and white Papillon.


During the next several centuries, the Papillon and Phalene appeared in dozens of royal portraits and mythological scenes. One 16th-century painting of Lady Arabella Stuart depicts a diminutive Phalene sitting upon Arabella’s hand.


Another painting from that century, titled “The Venus of Urbino” by artist Tizano Vercelli (1486–1576), who was also known as Titian, features a red and white Papillon lying devotedly at the feet of the Duchess of Urbino. Titian frequently included Papillons in his work. Another of his famous paintings, housed in the Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge, England, also depicts a dainty red and white dog that appears to be of Papillon descent.


So accurate was Titian’s reproduction of the Papillon and the Phalene that his depiction of the drop-eared dog in one particular painting from 1542 was chosen by the Congress of Lille to represent the correct type for the Phalene.
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MARIE’S MYTH


The often-repeated tale about the Papillon that hid beneath Marie Antoinette’s skirts as she was walking to the guillotine is disputed by eyewitness accounts of her execution.
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Offley Petit Beurre, owned by Mrs. Pope, was the winner of seven first prizes and many other honors. At the time, this was one of the few Papillons imported into England from France.


Another Renaissance painting by the Spanish artist Diego Velazquez (1598–1660) shows Prince Philip Prosper with his lemon and white Papillon, reclining in a chair. During that same era, artist Antoine Pesne (1683–1757) painted Queen Sophia Dorothea with her tiny Phalene cradled on her arm.


Many other 17th-century paintings reflect the Papillon’s popularity as the perfect companion dog. A still-life by Hungarian artist Jacob Bogdani (1660–1724) features a liver and white Papillon lying beside a nest of fruit, the dog’s coloration a vivid complement to the produce. In another work, “Company with a Dancing Dog” by Ochterveldt (1635–1708, Holland), a Phalene prances on his hind legs to the obvious delight of three elegantly attired ladies.


The fact that the Papillon appeared in so many royal paintings throughout Europe during these historic periods is further testimony to the breed’s honored place within families both rich and royal. In 1668, Prince Sigismund, the future King of Sweden and Poland, was painted with his Papillon. Twelve years later, in 1680, artist David Kloka Ehrenstrall captured on canvas the family Papillon, Dondon, owned by Queen Hedvig Eleonara of Sweden.


Queen Hedvig obviously adored her Papillons and she owned several of them. Ehrenstrall painted another of her little dogs, a white and sable Toy Spaniel called Nespelina, at Gripsholm Castle, Sweden. Eight years later, this same artist painted Swedish Count Carl Gustaf of Sodermore with his white and brown Toy Spaniel at Tido Castle in Sweden. Another Ehrenstrall painting of two of Queen Hedvig’s Papillons is on display in Malmo, Sweden.


Papillons were also a natural part of high court life in France and thus appeared in many portraits of French royalty. A Papillon is featured in a Peter Paul Rubens’ (1577–1640) painting titled “Marriage of Marie de Medicis,” which was commissioned by Henry IV of Navarre to commemorate his second marriage to Marie. Rubens also included a Papillon in a later portrait that celebrates the birth of Louis XIII, who ascended to the throne at nine years old. Louis XIII later married Anne of Austria, and their family Papillon is featured in a portrait of Queen Anne, painted by the Flemish artist Franz Pourbus (1569–1622).


After Louis XIV ascended to the throne, he included his black and white Papillon in a portrait of the royal family by French artist Largillere (1659–1721). During this same period, a Phalene is depicted in a painting titled “Beider-Toilette” by Antoine Watteau (1684–1721).


Another noted painting by Martin van der Meytens of Kaiser Franz Joseph, his wife Kaiserin Maria Theresa and their eight children includes two family Papillons at play at the feet of Maria Theresa.


Papillons also reigned as favorite subjects beyond the artist’s canvas. On a cabinet panel created by Domenico Cucci for the bedchamber of Louis XIV, artist Pietra Dura fashioned a Papillon image from mother-of-pearl and semi-precious stones. That work is now on display at Alnwick Castle in Northumberland, England.


A Phalene image made of Sevres porcelain was among Marie Antoinette’s possessions when she died. The famous Madame de Pompadour also treasured her two Papillons, Mimi and Inez. She is shown with one of her Papillons on her lap in Baron Albert Houtart’s engraving called “The Faithful.”


After the French Revolution in 1789, the Papillon breed declined in popularity, due in part to having been prized by the aristocracy. Eventually, French high society and other wealthy folk again were captivated by the little dog, and a century later the tiny Papillon once again shared the family portrait, this time in more common and ordinary paintings by lesser known artists.


By that time, however, the dog-show scene was dominated by other small breeds, with the Pomeranian, King Charles Spaniel and Japanese Chin treasured as the Toy breeds of choice among the rich and famous. It was during the next century that the Papillon slowly gained popularity among those gentry who enjoyed the sport of showing dogs.


At the turn of the century, the dog fancy in Belgium joined with the French and began a move to identify which of the many Toy breeds should be considered Papillons. At that time, many of the Toys were called by various names, such as the “Little Squirrel Dog,” the “Continental Toy Spaniel” and the “Spaniel De Luxe” as well as the Papillon.
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Moorland Gay Buchaneer, bred by Mrs. Pope in February of 1932, is bilaterally marked (equally marked on both sides of the head).


After several years of sifting through the differences, the European Papillon fanciers put together a standard for the breed. Because of their combined efforts, the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), which is the governing body for pure-bred dogs and the dog sport on continental Europe, considers both Belgium and France as the Papillon’s countries of origin.


From the Continent, it was only natural that the Papillon began to appear in the British Isles. Although the first Papillon was registered in England in 1906, the Papillon (Butterfly Dog) Club was not formally organized until November 1923. A small group of dedicated Papillon breeders took charge, and the club was approved by England’s Kennel Club. That year saw 17 Papillons registered, with the breed’s numbers climbing to 64 by the next year. That was certainly an impressive increase, considering the small number of breeders at that time.




A PAP BY ANY OTHER NAME…


Over the years, the Papillon has been known as the Dwarf or Continental Spaniel, the Belgian Toy Spaniel, the Little Squirrel Dog and the Épagneul Nain.





Club members worked diligently to promote and improve the Papillon breed. Then, the outbreak of World War II interrupted club activities and stifled most breeding programs and indeed the progress of all breeds of dog. Most breeds struggled mightily to survive during those tumultuous years. The Papillon fancy persisted, however, and although their numbers were limited, the club resumed activities in 1945. By 1951, the club had grown to about 40 members, which was a substantial number in those days. Today membership numbers well into the hundreds, which speaks well of the popularity of this charming breed.


In the United States, the breed was officially recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC) in 1915; the breed had been owned by socialites since around the turn of the 20th century. The first championship was earned also in 1915, by a dog named Joujou, bred by Mrs. Danielson.


A meeting was held in 1930 with the aim of organizing a breed club. This was the beginning of the Papillon Club of America (PCA), and the club gained official AKC acceptance five years later in 1935. The breed standard also was officially accepted by the AKC that year.


The Papillon was making great strides in the show ring at this time, with the first Toy Group winner in 1934, followed closely by other significant Group wins by various representatives of the breed. The PCA held its first National Specialty Show in 1936, and the winner was Mrs. Danielson’s Eng./Am. Ch. Offley Black Diamond.


The breed continued to make great strides on the show scene and the club thrived until its activities were halted by World War II. The club ceased activity in 1943; this was a low point for all breeds of pure-bred dog, as most breeding, showing and club activities virtually came to an end during the war years, causing many breeds to teeter on near-extinction.


At Westminster in 1948, a meeting was held to revive the PCA. Only a few of the pre-war breeders continued to show in the post-war years, but the club attracted many new and enthusiastic members. The club continued its activities on a modest level and, in 1954, the PCA held its second National Specialty, attracting 42 competitors, mainly from the Northeast.


The club dealt with some obstacles in the mid-1950s. First, there was some dissatisfaction concerning some of the club’s officers. Second, there was disagreement over certain aspects of the National Specialty shows. Resolution came in the form of Mrs. Catharine D. Gauss, a former club vice-president, taking over the president’s position. One of her major decisions was to proceed with a long-pending revision of the breed standard. Although the new version, approved in 1958, did not eliminate all of the problems with the existing standard, it was a step in the right direction. Mrs. Gauss was a long-time officer and board member of the PCA, and the Papillon world suffered a great loss when she passed away in the early 1990s. Her Cadaga breeding is renowned around the world, and her kennel name was carried on by kennel manager and handler John Oulton.
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A rare photograph showing the very young stage of a Papillon in woolly coat. This pup’s plucky attitude and confidence show in his expression, even at such a young age.
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HIGH-PROFILE WINNERS


The Papillon’s rise in popularity is perhaps best illustrated by two very impressive show wins at the end of the 20th century. In 1996, Tussalud Story Teller won the Toy Group at England’s prestigious Crufts Show. In the United States, Ch. Loteki Supernatural Being was declared Best in Show at the nationally televised Westminster Kennel Club show.





The standard underwent another revision in 1968. Changes regarding color and markings were approved by the AKC, but proved disastrous. First, the liver color was made a disqualification. Not all judges were clear about what this color was, however, so this caused some confusion. Even worse was the disqualification for mismarks. People overreacted to this addition to the standard, thinking almost anything to be a mismark! This section of the standard was revised and approved by the AKC in 1975. The standard currently in place was revised and accepted by the AKC in 1991, and the only color disqualifications listed are dogs that are completely white or that possess no white at all.


Despite all of its ups and downs, the PCA has remained strong in its dedication to the Papillon and has thrived. A milestone was reached in 1985, when the club celebrated its Golden Anniversary: 50 years of acceptance by the AKC. Since then, the club has remained strong. Its strength can be seen in the popularity of the Papillon breed and the growth of regional breed clubs around the country. The PCA is surely looking to many more milestones in the future!


The intriguing Papillon is in about the top third of all breeds popularity-wise, based on AKC registration statistics. Unfortunately, growing popularity can have its detrimental effects, as the demand for puppies causes more and more of them to be produced by irresponsible, profit-driven individuals. Fortunately, small litter size protects the breed from mass production. The Papillon is lucky to have a dedicated core of knowledgeable fanciers in its corner, safeguarding the breed’s best interest and promoting ethical breeding.


The public also has become more aware of the Papillon due to its eye-catching showmanship. In 1999, a Papillon named Ch. Loteki Supernatural Being pranced across the TV screens of millions of Americans during the nationally televised Westminster Kennel Club show, winning Best in Show and winning hearts everywhere! “Kirby,” owner-handled by none other than John Oulton, and bred by Lou Ann King, was truly “supernatural” in the show ring, with personality and presence far bigger than his small size, traits certainly typical of the “Butterfly Dog.”
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A magnificent illustration, entitled “A Papillon,” done in 1934 by artist Scott Langley.
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The Papillon is part of the AKC’s Toy Group of dogs. It is a delightful combination of all of the endearing qualities that make a Toy breed so appealing. An attractive and merry little dog, his diminutive size makes him easily managed, and his winning personality makes him a most desirable companion. However, as with any breed of dog, the Papillon is not suitable for everyone, not even for everyone who wants a small dog.
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Polite children who have been taught to treat dogs carefully and respectfully are the best kind of young companions for Papillons.


PERSONALITY AND TEMPERAMENT


The Papillon has a regal bearing and carries himself with extreme confidence. The breed’s silky coat carries very little doggie odor, a bothersome problem that is common in many larger, hairier breeds.


The Papillon is blessed with a keen intelligence and a strong desire to please, making him a willing but challenging companion. Papillons can be readily trained to household routines, but indeed, they must be trained. As it is with canines of all breeds, obedience training for basic commands and learning the house rules are a must for Papillons. Given their superior intelligence, Papillons are extremely good at problem solving and will occasionally outthink a master who fails to stay one step ahead of his dog. They are also sensitive fellows, well tuned in to human feelings, and will quickly sense a dour mood or disappointment, making your positive attitude imperative for training. Papillons always acknowledge who is the leader of the pack, but the tendency to spoil this little dog is huge, making the need for an obedience class essential if the dog is to respect you as his leader.


The Papillon’s nature is quite friendly and outgoing, and he generally enjoys the company of children and other animals, especially if the dog’s raised with them. This little dog thrives on human companionship and easily becomes a member of the family. He is also an excellent traveler and is happiest if he can accompany you wherever that may be, whether a journey of hundreds of miles or just a simple trip to the corner store.
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