
 
 
 
 
 



    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


Quadrupeds, What They Are and Where Found: A Book of Zoology for Boys



Reid, Mayne

4057664583543

912

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Quadrupeds, What They Are and Where Found: A Book of Zoology for Boys," Mayne Reid presents an engaging exploration of the animal kingdom tailored specifically for a younger audience. Rich in descriptive prose and illustrative detail, this work merges natural history with adventure, reflecting the Victorian fascination with both exploration and education. The author employs a straightforward yet captivating literary style, employing vivid imagery and anecdotes that ignite curiosity about mammals'Äô habitats, characteristics, and behaviors, thereby placing readers firmly within the burgeoning field of zoology during the mid-19th century. Mayne Reid, known for his literary contributions to adventure themes and outdoor education, draws from his background as a naturalist and a passionate advocate for teaching boys about nature. His own adventures in the wild, coupled with his desire to instill a sense of wonder and responsibility toward the natural world, deeply influenced this work. Reid aimed to equip young readers with knowledge that could serve both their intellectual pursuits and practical engagement with the environment. "Quadrupeds" emerges as a foundational text for young naturalists, sparking an interest in zoology and a respect for wildlife through Reid's playful and informative lens. Readers, especially young adventurers and budding biologists, will find in this book a perfect blend of education and excitement, encouraging them to explore the wonders of the animal world.
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"Child's Book of Water Birds" is a delightful introduction to the enchanting world of aquatic avians, expertly crafted to engage young readers with vibrant illustrations and accessible language. This book marries a playful narrative style with factual information, creating an educational yet entertaining experience. Within its pages, children are invited to explore the habitats, behaviors, and characteristics of various water birds, making it an excellent resource for both home and classroom settings, and reflecting the growing trend of children's literature focused on nature and environment during the early 20th century. While the author remains anonymous, their keen understanding of both ornithology and child development is evident in the book's design and content selection. The decision to write for a younger audience may stem from a desire to inspire curiosity about the natural world and instill a sense of stewardship for the environment in future generations. This aligns with the cultural currents of the time, which emphasized education and the importance of connecting children with nature. I highly recommend "Child's Book of Water Birds" to educators and parents alike, as it not only fosters a love for reading but also cultivates an appreciation for wildlife. Perfect for bedtime reading or enriching school curricula, this charming book will surely captivate the imaginations of young readers.
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In "A Child's Primer of Natural History," Oliver Herford deftly introduces young readers to the wonders of the natural world through an enchanting blend of poetry and prose. The book is characterized by Herford's whimsical style, employing a light-hearted tone that cleverly interweaves factual content with playful rhymes and illustrations. Set against the backdrop of the early 20th century'Äîa time of burgeoning interest in science and education for children'ÄîHerford's work serves as both an engaging educational tool and a charming literary experience, capturing the curiosity of a young audience while grounding them in the fundamentals of natural science. Oliver Herford, often referred to as the "Dor√© of the American humorists," was a writer and illustrator whose own childhood fascination with the natural environment profoundly influenced his artistic voice. Born in the Victorian era, he was steeped in an age that held great reverence for nature and promoted educational reforms aimed at children. Herford's experience as a gifted artist allowed him to augment his written words with engaging illustrations, making complex subjects accessible and appealing to young minds. This delightful primer is highly recommended for parents, educators, and young readers alike. Herford's skillful combination of beauty and learning not only fosters a love for nature but also encourages critical thinking in a format that is both entertaining and informative. "A Child's Primer of Natural History" remains a timeless classic, perfectly suited for sparking wonder and curiosity about the natural world in readers of all ages.
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In "Madam How and Lady Why; Or, First Lessons in Earth Lore for Children," Charles Kingsley artfully weaves a narrative that serves as both a scientific primer and a moral guide for young minds. Through enchanting storytelling, Kingsley introduces children to concepts of ecology, geology, and natural history, personifying elements of nature as women in a whimsical yet enlightening dialogue. His writing style reflects the Victorian era's fascination with scientific inquiry, while also drawing upon pastoral traditions, making complex ideas accessible to his intended youthful audience. The book celebrates the interconnectedness of life, urging readers to appreciate the beauty and wisdom of the natural world. Charles Kingsley (1819-1875) was an English writer, historian, and minister whose passion for nature and education profoundly influenced his literary creations. Growing up in a time when the Industrial Revolution was transforming society, Kingsley sought to marry scientific understanding with a sense of wonder. His deep commitment to social reform and his belief in the importance of fostering a love for nature in children shaped his writing, ultimately culminating in this charming work. "Madam How and Lady Why" is highly recommended for parents and educators aiming to cultivate a genuine appreciation for science and nature in children. Its vivid imagery and engaging dialogue not only entertain but also inspire curiosity, fostering a lifelong respect for the environment. This beautifully illustrated text is a perfect addition to any child's library, instilling foundational concepts that remain critical in today's world.
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In "The Fairy-Land of Science," Arabella B. Buckley crafts an enchanting bridge between the realms of imagination and empirical inquiry. Written in the late 19th century, this work employs an engaging narrative style that deftly intertwines scientific concepts with fantastical imagery, inviting young readers to explore the marvels of the natural world. Buckley'Äôs prose is both lyrical and didactic, reflecting the Victorian era's fascination with science and its burgeoning disciplines, such as geology, biology, and astronomy. Through vivid metaphors and approachable language, she demystifies complex scientific principles, illustrating them as part of a magical landscape ripe for exploration. Arabella B. Buckley was an influential British science writer and a pivotal figure in promoting science education for children, often inspired by her own encounters with natural history. Her deep-seated belief in the importance of fostering curiosity and wonder among young minds drove her to present science as an adventure. Having been mentored by notable figures like Charles Lyell and Thomas Huxley, Buckley recognized the power of storytelling in nurturing a connection to the scientific world. I wholeheartedly recommend "The Fairy-Land of Science" to educators, parents, and young readers alike. This book serves not only as a delightful introduction to scientific thought but also as a testament to the enduring relevance of imagination in the pursuit of knowledge. Buckley'Äôs work encourages exploration, inviting readers to uncover the beauty and intricacies of the world around them, making science accessible and enchanting.
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    At once a celebration of marine marvels and a sober encounter with the sea’s power, this book invites readers to match curiosity with respect. The Ocean and Its Wonders by R. M. Ballantyne presents a guided tour of the world’s waters, attentive to living creatures, physical phenomena, and the human impulse to explore. Known primarily for adventure fiction, Ballantyne here adopts an explanatory mode, shaping observation and reported knowledge into an engaging, instructive narrative. The result is neither a technical manual nor a travelogue, but a popular account that seeks to make complex subjects intelligible. Readers can expect a nineteenth‑century voice that mixes earnest instruction with moments of awe, extending an invitation to look closely, ask questions, and understand why the ocean has long commanded attention.

Composed and first circulated in the Victorian period, the book belongs to the era’s flourishing tradition of popular science and natural history. Its scope is global rather than local, considering the ocean as a connected system that touches climates, commerce, and cultures. Ballantyne writes for general readers, organizing material so that explanation flows from concrete examples toward broader insight. The setting, in effect, is the open sea itself: the changing surface, the mysterious depths, and the coasts where land and water meet. Without requiring specialist training, the text introduces terms, practices, and observations current in the nineteenth century, situating them for accessible understanding.

The reading experience is paced and lucid, favoring clear description over technical debate while preserving a sense of discovery. Ballantyne’s prose balances plainspoken explanation with vivid evocation, moving from the observable to the conceptual in measured steps. Explanations of creatures, currents, and weather highlight how patterns can be inferred from careful observation and accumulated reports. Occasional narrative touches—brief scenes, exemplary cases, and imagined vantage points—serve to anchor abstractions. Throughout, the mood remains steady and earnest, shaped by a pedagogical aim: to equip curiosity with understanding, and to attach wonder to knowledge so that attention ripens into informed appreciation.

Several themes guide the book’s movement. Foremost is the invitation to cultivate disciplined curiosity: to look, compare, and connect. Another is proportion—how small human craft and plans appear beside the ocean’s scale, and how knowledge grows through modest, cumulative advances. The text also explores interdependence: between organisms and environment, between weather and navigation, and between inquiry and imagination. Running through these concerns is a respect for limits—the recognition that explanations are provisional and that nature exceeds summary. In tracing such patterns, the book models a way of thinking that fuses attentiveness with patience, encouraging readers to continue asking how and why.

As a Victorian work of popular science, The Ocean and Its Wonders reflects the scientific vocabulary, evidence, and assumptions available in the nineteenth century. Readers may notice areas where understanding has since advanced, as oceanography, marine biology, and climatology have developed new methods and findings. Rather than diminishing the book, this historical frame adds value: it reveals how knowledge was communicated to lay audiences and how curiosity was organized into explanatory narratives. Approaching the text with this awareness allows readers to appreciate its clarity and ambition while recognizing that some explanations are dated, making the book both a resource and a cultural artifact.

Contemporary readers may come to this book for different reasons: to kindle a sense of wonder about the sea, to learn how earlier generations described marine life and phenomena, or to trace the roots of public engagement with science. The clarity of its prose and the breadth of its topics make it a useful gateway to more specialized studies, while its reflective tone models responsible attention. In an age concerned with oceans’ health and complexity, the book’s insistence on careful observation and patient explanation remains pertinent, inviting readers to connect curiosity with stewardship, and historical perspective with present‑day inquiry.

Approached on its own terms, The Ocean and Its Wonders offers an accessible, wide‑ranging companion for reflective reading—one that rewards unhurried attention. Expect measured pacing, vivid but economical description, and a tone that seeks to inform without spectacle. The book’s value lies in how it opens questions, orders observations, and affirms that understanding the sea is a cumulative, shared endeavor. For readers new to Ballantyne, it also illuminates the breadth of his interests beyond fiction. Taken together, these qualities make the work a durable invitation: to learn with fascination, to test ideas against evidence, and to let wonder mature into knowledge.





Synopsis




Table of Contents




    The Ocean and Its Wonders presents an accessible survey of the sea for general readers, moving from grand scale to intimate detail. Ballantyne introduces the immensity of the oceans, their distribution over the globe, and their influence on climate, commerce, and human imagination. He states a plain aim: to acquaint readers with the sea’s structure, its motions, its living inhabitants, and the ways people engage with it. The narrative blends clear explanation with illustrative anecdotes drawn from travel and observation. Throughout, the book emphasizes orderly causes behind striking phenomena, inviting curiosity while keeping attention on facts, practical uses, and observed patterns.

The early chapters outline the ocean’s physical constitution. Salinity, color, and transparency are described alongside density and pressure, highlighting how depth and temperature vary with location and season. The text reviews methods of measuring depths and mapping the seabed, from weighted lines to early dredging, and notes submarine mountains, valleys, and volcanic features. Ballantyne summarizes contemporary knowledge of ocean basins and the limits of observation, emphasizing the need for accurate charts. He connects these features to navigation and safety, showing how topography and bottom composition shape currents, fisheries, and cable routes, and how careful observation gradually converts conjecture into usable knowledge.

The book then explains the sea’s motions. Waves are traced to wind and the transfer of energy across the surface, while tides are attributed to lunar and solar attraction acting on the whole ocean. Currents receive special attention, with examples such as the Gulf Stream and the equatorial drifts illustrating how heat is redistributed across latitudes. Trade winds and monsoons are linked to these flows, affecting climate and shipping routes. The account underscores how predictable patterns aid navigation, but also how local irregularities can mislead. Drift, floating weed fields, and convergences are discussed as indicators mariners can read to infer position and conditions.

Attention shifts to the cold margins of the sea. Ballantyne describes the formation of sea ice and the calving of icebergs from glaciers, following their drift into shipping lanes. He notes the dangers ice poses to hulls and rigging, and the visual illusions of fog, glare, and polar night. The polar oceans are presented as severe yet orderly environments, with characteristic animals, extreme temperatures, and long seasonal cycles. Brief accounts of exploration highlight the role of perseverance and observation in extending knowledge. The chapter relates ice and currents to broader climate patterns, showing how polar processes influence temperate coasts far from their source.

From inorganic wonders the narrative moves to living builders of the sea. Ballantyne explains how coral animals, minute in themselves, create massive reefs by steady growth and accumulation. He distinguishes fringing, barrier, and atoll formations, describing lagoons, passes, and wave-battered rims. Examples show how reefs alter currents, shelter shorelines, and supply raw materials for island communities. The text connects reef growth with subsidence and volcanic foundations, acknowledging the time scales involved and the evidence available in the author’s day. The conclusion is practical and striking: small, persistent agents, acting under simple laws, reshape ocean margins into navigable channels and habitable lands.

A broad survey of marine life follows, beginning with microscopic organisms and passing through zoophytes, jellyfish, anemones, mollusks, and crustaceans to fishes and marine mammals. Ballantyne outlines distinctive structures and habits, such as buoyancy mechanisms, fins and shells, cephalopod arms and ink, and the varied feeding strategies of plankton feeders and predators. He notes bioluminescence as a widespread adaptation in midwater and surface scenes. Whales, seals, turtles, and seabirds illustrate how air-breathing animals thrive at sea. The emphasis remains descriptive and comparative, showing how form suits function, how food chains are arranged, and how abundance and scarcity vary with season and place.

The uses of the sea to humankind are presented next. Fisheries are treated in their variety, from shore gathering and line fishing to nets and trawls, with attention to seasons and grounds. Whaling is described as a hazardous yet profitable enterprise, yielding oil and baleen. Pearl oysters, sponge fisheries, coral collecting, kelp gathering, and the occasional prize of ambergris are introduced as livelihoods shaped by local knowledge and risk. Ballantyne also sketches early diving apparatus, bells and suits, and salvage practices. The laying of submarine telegraph cables appears as a practical test of seabed knowledge, bringing science, seamanship, and commerce into a single enterprise.

Maritime dangers and safeguards receive sustained attention. Storms, shoals, fogs, and currents are shown as perennial hazards, mitigated by careful seamanship and public works. Lighthouses, buoys, and beacons are described in their design and placement, with famous rock lights illustrating engineering under severe conditions. Charts, soundings, and instruments guide navigation, while lifeboats and rescue institutions stand ready when disaster strikes. The narrative includes cautionary examples without dwelling on catastrophe, using them to highlight preparedness and cooperation. Earthquakes, sea waves, and unusual tidal disturbances are acknowledged, along with the limits of prediction, underscoring the value of observation and shared information.

In closing, the book gathers its themes into a unified view of the ocean as a realm of law, variety, and service. It portrays the sea as shaping weather and trade, nourishing life from the smallest polyp to the largest whale, and sustaining industry and exploration. The concluding pages emphasize informed respect for maritime forces and the benefits of continued study. Characteristic of its period, the work often frames natural order in moral and providential terms, but its central message is practical and educational: understanding the ocean’s structure, motions, life, and hazards equips readers to value, use, and safeguard this vast and vital world.
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    First issued in the early 1860s, The Ocean and Its Wonders emerges from mid-Victorian Britain, the world’s foremost maritime power. Though not set in a single locale, the book ranges across the globe’s seas, filtering distant coasts and depths through a London- and Edinburgh-centered print culture. It addresses readers in an age of steamship routes radiating from Liverpool, Glasgow, and Southampton; Admiralty charts standardizing navigation; and imperial ports binding Britain to India, Africa, the Pacific, and the Americas. Its descriptive chapters inhabit the same factual horizon shaped by industrial science, evangelical humanitarianism, and the everyday realities of sailors, dock laborers, whalers, and naval personnel.

A wave of exploration and hydrography forms a principal backdrop. The Admiralty Hydrographic Office, energized under Francis Beaufort (Hydrographer to the Navy, 1829–1855), disseminated global charts and the Beaufort wind scale, refining mariners’ shared vocabulary of storms and seas. British fascination with polar waters climaxed during the search for Sir John Franklin, missing from 1845; Captain F. L. McClintock’s 1859 expedition in Fox recovered written records on King William Island that fixed the tragedy’s timeline. Ballantyne’s compendium mirrors this culture of inquiry: its careful cataloging of currents, ice, and weather reads like a lay extension of Admiralty knowledge, framing the ocean as a mapped, measurable, yet perilous arena.

Victorian deep-sea engineering, especially submarine telegraphy, profoundly shaped the book’s sense of modern wonder. The first transatlantic cable, promoted by Cyrus W. Field, briefly worked in 1858 before failure; success came in 1866 when Brunel’s vast SS Great Eastern laid a durable cable from Valentia, Ireland, to Heart’s Content, Newfoundland, under Captain Sir James Anderson. Engineers and scientists—including Charles T. Bright and William Thomson (later Lord Kelvin)—perfected signaling with the mirror galvanometer, while Matthew Fontaine Maury’s bathymetric insights and J. M. Brooke’s sounding device identified a “telegraph plateau” across depths of roughly 2,000–3,000 fathoms. Ballantyne’s explanations of ocean depths, seabeds, and cables translate this celebrated feat into accessible, awe-filled narrative.

Equally central is the nineteenth-century whaling and sealing economy. American ports such as New Bedford dominated global sperm-whale hunting by the 1840s, while British Greenland and Davis Strait fisheries, long in decline, still sent ships north for bowheads and seals. The industry harvested whale oil for lighting and lubrication and baleen for consumer goods, peaking around 1846 before gradual contraction as the 1859 Pennsylvania oil strike accelerated kerosene’s rise. Seasoned routes reached the Pacific, Arctic, and Southern Oceans, with crews drawn from diverse Atlantic communities. Ballantyne’s chapters on cetaceans and marine hunts distill this world’s techniques, dangers, and rewards, often juxtaposing technical detail with cautionary tales of storms, ice, and shipwreck.

Maritime enforcement against the transatlantic slave trade formed a defining moral theater at sea. After Britain’s 1807 Abolition Act, the Royal Navy’s West Africa Squadron (from 1808) patrolled the Gulf of Guinea, intercepting slave ships bound for Brazil, Cuba, and elsewhere. Mixed Commission Courts at Sierra Leone adjudicated captures; the Aberdeen Act (1845) strengthened British authority over Brazilian slavers. By mid-century the squadron had liberated roughly 150,000 captives. This humanitarian policing intersected with anti-piracy actions across key chokepoints. Ballantyne’s didactic tone and praise for naval service align with this climate, presenting the ocean as a site where moral duty, law, and technology combine against organized maritime predation.

Lighthouse construction and lifesaving entered Victorian public consciousness after spectacular storms and wrecks. Coastal safety advanced through engineering triumphs like the Bell Rock Lighthouse (1807–1811, Robert Stevenson) and Skerryvore (1838–1844, Alan Stevenson), heirs to Smeaton’s 1759 Eddystone tower. The Royal National Lifeboat Institution, founded in 1824 by Sir William Hillary, professionalized rescue; James Beeching’s 1851 self-righting lifeboat improved survivability. The “Royal Charter” storm (25–26 October 1859) killed hundreds along Britain’s shores, intensifying support for beacons and lifeboats. Ballantyne’s attention to wrecks, signals, and coastal heroism channels this era’s engineering pride and philanthropic urgency, coupling practical descriptions with an implicit call for public investment in maritime safety.

Steam, iron, and global trade reorganized the seaways that Ballantyne depicts. Isambard Kingdom Brunel’s Great Western (1838) inaugurated reliable Atlantic steam service; his Great Britain (1843) proved the iron-hulled screw steamer; and Great Eastern (launched 1858) embodied industrial gigantism for cable-laying and long-haul travel. Naval warfare pivoted with France’s La Gloire (1859) and Britain’s ironclad HMS Warrior (1860), signaling the end of wooden battle fleets. Standardized chronometers, improved compasses, and oceanic meteorology enhanced routing. The Suez Canal’s opening in 1869 cut London–Bombay distance dramatically, consolidating imperial circuits. Ballantyne’s surveys of ships, machinery, and navigation present the sea as a technologically conquered medium, even as he underscores persistent risks from weather, reefs, and human error.

By assembling scientific fact, engineering spectacle, and maritime labor into one panorama, the book functions as a tempered critique of Victorian modernity at sea. Its praise of lifeboats and lighthouses highlights unequal exposure to danger among sailors and coastal poor, urging collective remedies. Its depictions of whaling and sealing acknowledge extractive imperatives and bodily risk, implicitly questioning the human cost of industrial consumption. Accounts that condemn slavers and pirates deploy Christian-humanitarian rhetoric to indict legal and moral failures across empires. Even as it celebrates telegraphs and iron ships, the work exposes the limits of technology in protecting life, nudging readers toward reformist, safety-minded, and ethically self-aware maritime policy.
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What the Ocean has to Say—Its Whispers—Its Thunders—Its Secrets.

There is a voice in the waters of the great sea[1q]. It calls to man continually. Sometimes it thunders in the tempest, when the waves leap high and strong and the wild winds shriek and roar, as if to force our attention. Sometimes it whispers in the calm, and comes rippling on the shingly beach in a still, small voice, as if to solicit our regard. But whether that voice of ocean comes in crashing billows or in gentle murmurs, it has but one tale to tell,—it speaks of the love, and power, and majesty of Him[2q] who rides upon the storm, and rules the wave.

Yes, the voice of ocean tells but one tale; yet there are many chapters in that wonderful story. The sea has much to say; far more than could possibly be comprehended in one volume, however large. It tells us of the doings of man on its broad bosom, from the day in which he first ventured to paddle along shore in the hollow trunk of a tree, to the day when he launched his great iron ship of 20,000 tons, and rushed out to sea, against wind and tide, under an impulse equal to the united strength of 11,500 horses. No small portion of the ocean’s tale this, comprising many chapters of deeds of daring, blood, villainy, heroism, and enterprise. But with this portion of its story we have nothing to do just now. It tells us, also, of God’s myriad and multiform creatures, that dwell in its depths, from the vast whale, whose speed is so great, that it might, if it chose, circle round the world in a few days, to the languid zoophyte, which clings to the rock, and bears more resemblance to a plant than to a living animal.

The sea has secrets, too, some of which it will not divulge[3q] until that day when its Creator shall command it to give up its dead; while others it is willing to part with to those who question it closely, patiently, and with intelligence.

Among the former kind of secrets are those foul deeds that have been perpetrated, in all ages, by abandoned men; when no human ears listened to the stifled shriek, or the gurgling plunge; when no human eyes beheld the murderous acts, the bloody decks, the blazing vessels, or the final hiss of the sinking wrecks.

Among the latter kind of secrets are the lives and habits of the creatures of the deep, and the causes and effects of those singular currents of air and water, which, to the eye of ignorance, seem to be nothing better than irregularity and confusion; but which, to the minds of those who search them out, and have pleasure therein, are recognised as a part of that wonderful, orderly, and systematic arrangement of things that we call Nature: much of which we now know, more of which we shall certainly know, as each day and year adds its quota to the sum of human knowledge; but a great deal of which will, doubtless, remain for ever hidden in the mind of nature’s God, whose ways are wonderful, and past finding out. It is the latter class of secrets to which we purpose directing the readers attention in the following pages.

On approaching so vast a subject, we feel like the traveller who, finding himself suddenly transported into the midst of a new and magnificent region, stands undecided whither to direct his steps in the endlessly varied scene. Or, still more, like the visitor to our great International Exhibition of 1862, who,—entering abruptly that gigantic palace, where were represented the talent, the ingenuity, time wealth, and industry of every people and clime,—attempts, in vain, to systematise his explorations, or to fix his attention. It is probable that, in each of these supposed cases, the traveller and visitor, resigning the desire to achieve what is impossible, would give themselves up to the agreeable guidance of a wandering and wayward fancy.

Let us, reader, act in a somewhat similar manner. Let us touch here, and there, and everywhere, on the wonders of the sea, and listen to such notes of the Ocean’s Voice as strike upon our ears most pleasantly.
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Composition of the Sea—Its Salts—Power and Uses of Water—Advantage and Disadvantage of Salts—Anecdote—Deep-Sea Soundings—Brookes Apparatus—Importance of the Search after Truth—Illustrations—Discoveries Resulting from Deep-Sea Soundings.

Before proceeding to the consideration of the wonders connected with and contained in the sea, we shall treat of the composition of the sea itself and of its extent, depth, and bottom.
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