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Quick Start 
HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

You can use this book in one of two ways:

[image: 9781433511837_1_ebook_0010_001.jpg]

1. As a supplement, as you read through the entire Bible. To do this, read the Bible passage this book gives inside the shaded icons in the margins, and then work through the portion of this book that discusses some highlights and themes from that section. After finishing one section, go on to the next Bible passage this book gives in the next shaded icon. Little by little, you will read the whole Bible, and as you do, this book will give you some pointers and help you keep the big picture in view.

[image: 9781433511837_1_ebook_0010_002.jpg]

2. As a workbook that guides you through an overview of the Bible. To do this, read just the Bible passages required for answering the questions. These are in bold letters, and are indicated by the book symbol in the margins. This will give you an overview of the Bible, so that you can then return to it later and read the entire Bible on your own.

For a more detailed explanation of this book, turn to “Getting Started” on the next page.




Getting Started 

If you are a typical student, you have a number of different subjects to study. Every now and then, you just have to ask about one or another of them, “Why do I have to study this? When am I ever going to need to know this?” Most teachers will give you all kinds of reasons for valuing their particular subjects. If you are a typical student, however, you don’t always find those reasons convincing.

For some mysterious reason, with all the studying that goes on of all the different subjects, one subject usually remains neglected. That subject is Bible. Even in the homes of Christians who believe the most important thing in life is their relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, Bible is seldom taught and studied with the seriousness that other subjects—math, for instance—receive. People may read their Bibles sometimes (at least, parts of them). They may take them to church and follow along when the pastor reads Scripture before the sermon. They may even memorize little bits and pieces of their Bibles. But they seldom study them. They don’t work through the Bible, from beginning to end, to understand its “big picture.” They don’t study its sixty-six different books the way they might study a science textbook or a work of classical literature.

This is puzzling if we understand that the only way to know what God is like with any precision is to pay attention to what he has revealed about himself. Although we can see that there is a God when we look around us at what he has made, we learn very little about him in that way. To know what God is like, what he requires of us, and how we can be in a right relationship with him, we depend on him to tell us. He is so far above us that we would never figure these things out on our own. God, being God, can do whatever he pleases in whatever way he chooses. He could have revealed himself to us by causing sudden thoughts or feelings about himself in each of our individual brains—like the little lightbulbs that go on in characters’ minds in cartoons. He could have chosen to reveal himself by regular announcements from heaven that everyone could hear. He could have waited for the invention of video technology that would enable him to reveal himself through a series of images flashing by on movie or television screens.

But God chose none of those means. When God chose to reveal himself to human beings, he chose to do it by means of a book—sixty-six books, to be exact, all of which would form a unified whole with a beginning and an end, to which nothing else needs to be added. So if we want to know what God has revealed—if we want to know God—we will have to do that by means of the book he gave.

What do we do with a book? We read it—from beginning to end, straight through, more than once if it’s good and has a lot to say. But few people read their Bibles that way. If a teacher assigned Moby Dick for you to read, you would be foolish to open at random to a page and read it, then find another page two hundred pages later and read it, then close the book, confident that you had understood Moby Dick. Although we all recognize the foolishness of that approach with any other book, we fail to see that this is how most of us read the Bible—a passage here, and a passage there, confident that we have understood the meaning. We need to read the whole Bible, each book straight through and all of them together, to see God’s overall message in it.

Of course, if a book has any substance and complexity to it (and the Bible certainly does), then we need to do more than just breeze through it once—or even several times—if we wish to gather all its meaning. A book with important things to say needs to be studied, analyzed, and thought about. Each of the sixty-six books in the Bible has at least one main argument and one important point to make—usually more. We should want to be sure we have followed the arguments and understood the points for each of those books. That will require study, probably with a pencil in hand, and certainly with our minds turned on!

Sometimes people worry that studying the Bible in the way I’m describing will fill the student’s head with facts that he will be proud of knowing. They worry that such a student will not go on to love the truths he finds in Scripture and will fail to live by them. People sometimes refer to this as “head knowledge instead of heart knowledge.” Certainly the Bible is not just any book, and our goal is never just to know the information it holds. God requires us to let his Word affect our hearts; he requires us to change our attitudes and our lifestyles so that we think and do what the Bible tells us to. But surely we must begin by knowing what it says.

So resist the common approach to the Bible that treats it like a box of fortune cookies. With a box of fortune cookies, you reach in, grab a handful at random, break them open, and read the short writings inside. Instead, treat your Bible like the book it is—a book to be loved and obeyed, but a book nonetheless, to be read and studied.

Let me encourage you to begin now a lifetime of Bible study. I have no hesitation in assuring you that this is a subject you need to know! It offers benefits not only for your entire life, but for eternity as well.

This particular study guide is an introduction to the whole Bible. It will give you an overview of God’s Word and is meant to be the very beginning of your studies in the Bible. You may have learned a number of Bible stories when you were a child. This study guide will give you the big picture of the whole Bible, showing you how those individual stories relate to each other and, together, comprise the whole message God reveals in his Word. You can read this book in one of two ways (we’ve already reviewed this briefly in the “Quick Start” section):

1. You can use it as a supplement as you read through the entire Bible. In that case, you would read the Bible passage this book gives inside the shaded icons in the margins, and then work through the portion of this book that discusses some highlights and themes from that section. You would then go on to the next Bible passage this book gives in a shaded icon. Little by little, you would read the whole Bible, with some pointers from this book and some help in keeping the big picture in view.

2. Or you could work through this book first, reading just the Bible passages required for answering the questions. (These are in bold letters, and are marked “Read.”) This would give you an overview of the Bible, so you could then return to it later and read the entire Bible on your own.

Either way, this book will require Bible reading and study on your part.

However you choose to use this book, there are four things to keep in mind as you study the Bible. First, because it is a book like any other book, it has a main character. We sometimes make the mistake of thinking the humans in Bible stories are the main characters: Noah, Abraham, David, Esther, etc. In that case, we usually look for how they provide us with a good example to imitate, or a bad example to avoid. God’s primary purpose in Scripture, however, is not to give us human models to admire and imitate, but to reveal to us who he is and what he is like. God himself is the main character of Scripture. That means that in every story we read, we should be looking for God. What does he do in the story? What do we learn about him from what he does?

Second, because the Bible is a book like any other book, one of the most important things to know in order to understand it is the author’s intention—and by that, I mean the human author’s intention. Each of the sixty-six books in the Bible had a human author. That author had a reason for writing his particular portion of Scripture. Perhaps he was recounting the history of a certain time. If so, he had a reason for telling it. His reason for writing determined which events he included and which ones he left out. Or perhaps the author was writing a letter. In that case, he had a particular person or group to whom he was writing, and he wrote what he wrote with a particular purpose. Maybe his readers had sent him a letter with questions his letter was answering. Or maybe he had heard about some problems they were having and he wanted to help them. Although all Scripture was given by God, it was given through ordinary human authors who, like ordinary authors everywhere, had a reason for writing what they wrote. Knowing why they wrote will go a long way in helping a student understand what they wrote.

That brings us to the third thing to keep in mind about Bible study. The Bible is a book, like any other book—in most ways. There is, of course, a major difference. Although ordinary human authors wrote the Bible, each one carefully choosing his own words in order to say what he wanted to say, Scripture is also the Word of God and all of it comes to us from God. The Bible itself says that “all Scripture is breathed out by God” (some translations) or “inspired by God” (other translations; 2 Tim. 3:16). The Bible is not just a book by human writers, each using his own words and expressing his thoughts and concerns to a specific audience. The Bible is also God’s Word to people in all times and all places. Because humans wrote the Bible’s books, we should use the same methods to study it that we would use to study any book. At the same time, since the whole Bible is the Word of God, there are some ways in which we must not treat it like any other book. We may not pick and choose what we will believe from the Bible, or what we will agree with. If we find the Bible contradicts something we always thought was true, we must give up our idea and accept the Bible’s. All our beliefs, opinions, and preferences must bow before the truth God reveals in Scripture. And because it is the Word of the Ruler of the universe, the Bible is to be obeyed. God does not give us the option of learning what he wants and then choosing whether or not we will do it. He reveals his will to us in order that we may obey him. “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of this law” (Deut. 29:29). “You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently” (Ps. 119:4). “But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves” (James 1:22).

The fourth thing to remember in Bible study is one other way in which Scripture is unique. Although it is not difficult to understand and anyone who reads it can grasp its ideas, at the same time, because of sin’s effect on us, we must have the help of the Holy Spirit to truly grasp and to love what God wants us to know from his Word. A person could read the Bible and understand its ideas well enough to explain them to someone else, and yet not be moved by those ideas to love, worship, and obey God. In that case, although the reader grasped the Bible’s concepts, he did not truly understand it, as God wants it to be understood. That kind of understanding requires the work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. When we read the Bible for ourselves, we need to depend on God the Holy Spirit to shine his light in our sin-darkened minds so that we truly see what it says. When we share God’s Word with others, we need to pray that God will help them to understand it, because apart from him, they never will. “The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). “Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law” (Ps. 119:18).

One more thing: don’t expect Bible study to be easy. Studying anything, no matter how much we love it, requires diligence and work. And don’t expect it to always be fun or exciting. There are places in Scripture where you will probably get bogged down and will even wonder, “Why in the world did God include this in his Word?” Remember that you have a lifetime to study. Eventually, you will come to a place where you will appreciate even those parts of the Bible that seem most uninteresting now. Meanwhile, trust God to have had a good reason for including those portions, and work at becoming acquainted with all of Scripture, even the hard parts. Remember that the Bible is God’s revelation of himself to us. It is well worth the diligence and the hard work required to get to know it well.
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The Books of the Bible and General Information 

We divide the books of the Bible into a number of different categories. As we work through our Bible overview, work on memorizing the books of the Bible in their divisions, if you do not already have them memorized. If you have already memorized the books of the Bible and their divisions, take this opportunity to review them. The sad fact is, you will eventually forget whatever you memorize but fail to use or review!

Old Testament Books 

Law 

Genesis

Leviticus

Deuteronomy

Exodus

Numbers

The first division of books is the Law. It contains the first five books, written by Moses when he led the Israelites from slavery in Egypt up to the edge of the land God had promised to give them. These books provide many stories from Israel’s early history. All but Genesis also contain large portions of nothing but laws for the nation of Israel to live by in the land God would give them.

History 


Joshua

1–2 Samuel

Ezra

Judges

1–2 Kings

Nehemiah

Ruth

1–2 Chronicles

Esther



The history books take up Israel’s story where the Law books leave off. At the end of Deuteronomy, Moses had reminded God’s people of all he had done for them and of the covenant they had with him. They were poised to enter the Promised Land as Deuteronomy ended. In Joshua, the people conquered Canaan and began to live in it. The books of Judges through 2 Chronicles provide an account of the Israelites’ life in the land, from early struggles to a peak of glory under David and Solomon, through a decline into idolatry and immorality. At the ends of Kings and Chronicles, we have the sad tale of Israel’s defeat by its enemies, at which time the people were taken away as captives to live in foreign countries. Ezra and Nehemiah tell of the captives’ later return to the land. Esther gives us a story of God’s intervention on behalf of his people while foreign kings ruled over them. The history books are not intended to just give facts and names, but they show the Bible’s main character, God, at work to keep his promises, carry out his threats, and work out the plans and purposes he has for his people.

Poetry 

Job

Proverbs

Song of Solomon

Psalms

Ecclesiastes

The five books of poetry are grouped together because all are written in the form of Hebrew poetry. While Hebrew poetry does not rhyme like English poetry often does, there is a specific form to Hebrew poetry that makes it poetry. We will look at this when we get to these books in our study.

Major Prophets 

Isaiah

Lamentations

Daniel

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Minor Prophets 

Hosea

Jonah

Zephaniah

Joel

Micah

Haggai

Amos

Nahum

Zechariah

Obadiah

Habakkuk

Malachi

Prophets wrote all of the books found in these last two divisions of the Old Testament. These books share specific characteristics always found in prophetic books. In modern English, “major” most often means more important or better somehow than a similar thing that is “minor.” In the case of the prophets, however, the terms refer back to their Latin meanings of “large” (major) and “small” (minor). The Major Prophets are the larger books written by prophets, and the Minor Prophets are the smaller ones.

New Testament Books 

Gospels 

Matthew

Luke

Mark

John

The Gospels all tell of the life, ministry, death, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. They are not, however, simple biographies. Rather than telling of Jesus’ whole life, the Gospels focus on details and teaching from his three-year ministry. They use far more space to recount his death than an ordinary biography would. Also unlike biographies, the Gospels do not end with the story of Jesus’ death; they all go on to tell of his resurrection and of things he did and said after rising from the dead.

History 

Acts

The only New Testament history book shows us the good news about Jesus, or the gospel, going from Jerusalem, where Jesus had died and risen again, out into the rest of the world. As the gospel travels, we see the growth of the early church as well.

Epistles 

PAUL’S EPISTLES

Romans

Philippians

Titus

1–2 Corinthians

Colossians

Philemon

Galatians

1–2 Thessalonians

Ephesians

1–2 Timothy

GENERAL EPISTLES

Hebrews

1–2 Peter

Jude

James

1–3 John

Epistles are letters. As the gospel advanced, churches sprang up all over. All the people in those churches—pastors, elders, and deacons included—were new Christians, since Christianity itself was brand-new. These new Christians had many struggles and questions. The epistles are letters from the apostles (or people who worked with the apostles) to these churches. Some of the letters are meant simply to encourage, some are meant to answer specific questions, some are meant to correct, and some are meant to scold severely. All have the ultimate goal of helping Christians in these churches grow in their faith.

New Testament Prophecy 

Revelation

The Bible’s last book was written to encourage persecuted Christians.


[image: 123451]

Test Time! Even though you have not yet covered very many pages in this book, you’ve covered a great deal of information! As soon as you have the books of the Bible with their divisions memorized, take Test #1 on the following page.




TEST
1   

Books of the Bible and General Information 

Short answer: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

1. Besides showing us, through creation, that he exists and that he is wise and powerful, what is the main way God has chosen to reveal himself to people? In a 
_______________________________________________________________.

2. What two things do we do with books that we should also do with God’s Word?

a. _____________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________

3. Who is the main character of every Bible story and of every Bible passage? 
_______________________________________________________________

4. Because the books in the Bible were written by human authors with specific audiences in mind, it is important to know the author’s 
_______________________________________________________________.

5. Because the Bible is God’s Word (“God-breathed”),
there are some ways we relate to the Bible that we don’t relate to any other book. What are two responses to God’s Word that we should have because it is not just any book, but God’s Word?

We should 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
We should
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

6. What problem prevents us from understanding the Bible spiritually? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

7. What has God given to believers to help with this problem?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

8. What is the first division of the Bible?
____________________________________________________________

9. Who wrote the books in this first division?
____________________________________________________________

10. Stories in these books give the history of Israel up until the time when 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

11. List the first five books of the Bible in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

12. What is the next division of the Bible? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

13. List (in order) the books in the second division.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

14. Write the third division of the Bible and its books in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

15. Write the fourth division of the Bible and its books in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

16. Write the last division of the Old Testament and its books in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

17. When referring to the prophets and their books, what does the term “major” mean?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

18. What does the term “minor” mean in this context?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

19. What is the first division of the New Testament?
____________________________________________________________

20. List the books of this division in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

21. How is a Gospel like a biography and how is it different?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

22. What is the next division of the New Testament and what is its book?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

23. Give the last two divisions of the Bible in order, and list their books in order.
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

24. What is an “epistle?”
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

25. Who wrote the New Testament epistles, and to whom were they written?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

26. What was a main purpose of the last book of the Bible?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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Genesis PART 1 

The word “Genesis” means “beginning.” In the pages of Genesis, we find the stories of how a number of significant things began. Based on what you already know of stories in Genesis, make a list below of things whose beginnings are described in the book. Feel free to skim through the book to find these. Check your list against the one in the answer key.

[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis is the first of five books that are called the Pentateuch. The “penta” in “Pentateuch” is the same as the “penta” in “pentagon” and means “five.” Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy make up the Pentateuch. These books are also called “the books of Moses,” since Moses was their human author. Moses wrote these books for the people of Israel after they had come out of slavery in Egypt, and before they entered the Promised Land. He wanted them to know why they stood in a special relationship with God that no other nation had. The book of Genesis would explain to the Israelites the origin of that special relationship, called a covenant. It would also make clear why a covenant was needed, and how the nation of Israel itself began.

Before you begin to look at specific highlights of Genesis, notice the way the book is divided into sections. Genesis 1:1–2:3 is a kind of introduction, giving us the basic account of creation. Ten sections follow, some long, some short. Look at Genesis 2:4, where the first of these ten sections begins. The ESV translation says, “These are the generations of the heavens and the earth. . . ” If you are using a different translation, the wording may be different, but, whatever the opening words of this section are in your translation, you will find those words repeated nine times in the book. We see where each of these ten sections begins because each section begins with the same words. Skim through the book of Genesis, looking for these repeated words, to see where the different sections begin. Below, there is a list of the topics covered in each section. Fill in the reference where each new section begins.

[image: 2.jpg]__________Stories of the beginnings of heaven and earth, with special focus on the beginning of humans

[image: 3.jpg]__________Stories of Adam and his descendants, with special focus on Seth

[image: 4.jpg]__________Stories of Noah, with stories about the flood

[image: 5.jpg]__________Stories of Noah’s sons, and the people groups that would come from them

[image: 6.jpg]__________A list beginning with Shem, showing his descendants down to Abraham

[image: 7.jpg]__________Stories beginning with Terah, Abraham’s father, giving us the history of Abraham and God’s covenant with him, continued in the stories of Isaac, Abraham’s son

[image: 8.jpg]__________A list of the descendants of Ishmael, giving us a brief history of what happened to Abraham’s oldest son, the one who was not the son God had promised

[image: 9.jpg]__________Stories about Isaac’s two sons, Jacob and Esau

[image: 10.jpg]__________A brief story about Esau, the son of Isaac who was not the one to whom the blessing was passed on, with lists of his descendants and where they settled

[image: 11.jpg]__________Stories of Jacob, telling us how Jacob and his large family ended up in Egypt

Read Genesis 1–2.

[image: 9781433511837_1_ebook_0028_001.jpg]

Copy the first three words of the book of Genesis. 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
This is where the book of Genesis (beginnings) gets its name. What existed before the heavens and the earth? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God create on each of the six days of creation?

Day 1 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Day 2 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Day 3 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Day 4 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Day 5 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Day 6 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Copy Genesis 1:3. 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Look through the chapter and count how many times you find the words “And God said, ‘Let . . .’” Write the number here 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Because the Latin term for “let there be” is fiat, we say that God created “by fiat.” He only had to speak and each thing came into being, in all its complexity, just the way he wanted it to be. All through the Bible, we find the theme of God’s powerful word accomplishing whatever he speaks. Although humans make things, and even animals make things in a limited fashion, God is the only one who can create something “by fiat,” just by speaking. The other unique thing about God’s creative acts is that God creates out of nothing. A beaver needs wood to build its dam, a painter needs paint and canvas to paint a landscape, a sculptor needs marble to sculpt a statue, but God creates out of nothing. He needs no materials from which to create. He speaks the material itself into being when he makes something. Since the Latin word for “nothing” is nihil, we say God created “ex nihilo”—out of nothing.

What did God do on the seventh day? 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What did God do to the seventh day? 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How many times, in chapter 1, do you find “and God saw that . . . it was good”?
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What was God looking at when he saw that it was “very good?” 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In 1:26–28, how did God make man? In 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God tell man to subdue? 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What did he give man dominion over? 
[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Having dominion over the rest of the earth and all that is in it is part of what it means to be made in the image of God. As God has authority over all things, so he has made us like himself and given us a limited authority over the rest of creation. Birds use only what they need to survive: bugs or seeds to eat, water to drink, and twigs to build a nest. A bear will use a cave he finds to sleep in and will eat whatever he finds that is edible; he may use a tree trunk for scratching his back. But birds and animals only use a few things to meet their basic needs. People use almost everything God has made, and they are always learning new ways to use other things. That is because they are made in God’s image and have dominion over the rest of the earth.

A bear might get in a fight with another bear over a beehive full of honey and he might kill the other bear. Is the bear guilty? No, because he does not know the difference between right and wrong. This is another way that people are made in the image of God. People are moral creatures; they know that some things are right and others are wrong. People are guilty before God when they choose to do wrong.

A beaver can build a home for itself. But can a beaver figure out how to make a skyscraper or an Egyptian pyramid? We see the image of God in people in the way they can think and invent and plan and create.

Horses can make noises to call to each other. They can let each other know when they are angry. But a horse cannot tell another horse what he is thinking or what he did last Sunday or what he wants to do next week. But we can tell each other those things. Our ability to communicate feelings, thoughts, memories, and ideas demonstrates that God has made us in his image.

Dogs show that they like their masters when they wag their tails and lick them. But do dogs love God? Can they worship him? Can you teach a dog about God? No, but God made people in his image so they could know him, appreciate him, love him, and worship him.

As long as there have been people, they have marveled at the wonders God has made. We need God’s written revelation to show us what we need to know about him, but we can also see something of how wonderful he is when we look at his amazing creation. As Francis Bacon, the man credited with developing the scientific method, said, “Let no man think or maintain that a man can search too far or be too well-studied in the book of God’s Word or in the book of God’s work.”

There is one place in these two chapters where God said, “It is not good.” What was God talking about, and how did he solve the problem? 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Some people say they cannot believe in a powerful, loving God because of all the sad and ugly things in the world. If there is a loving God, they wonder, why did he make a world with suffering, death, and evil in it? Genesis 1 and 2 explain to us why the world and everything in it are so wonderful. Genesis 3 explains to us why the world and everything in it is so full of sorrow and pain.

Look back at God’s instructions to Adam in 2:16–17. From how many trees of the garden was Adam permitted to eat? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What would happen if he ate from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 3–4.

On the day Adam and Eve ate the fruit, did they drop dead on the spot? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
On that fateful day, the bodies of that first couple began to die (see 3:19), and they became spiritually dead immediately. You can see this in 3:8, where Adam and Eve tried to hide from God. God created humans to love and enjoy him, but those who are spiritually dead do not want him near. Adam represented all unborn human beings. When he sinned, he became sinful by nature and passed that sin on to every human ever born. We are all born sinners who choose to do what we want to do rather than to obey God. We are all born dead spiritually, unable to know and love and enjoy God as he meant for us to do. Sooner or later, every one of us will die and, while we wait, we must endure many sad and painful experiences. How horrified Adam and Eve must have felt when they considered not just the misery they had brought on themselves, but the misery the entire human race would know as a result of their sin.

In this very first section of this very first book of the Bible, God begins to reveal to us two of the most important things we need to know about him. One is that he is absolutely holy. He hates all sin and he always judges and punishes it. We see that in this chapter in the curses he pronounced on the Serpent who tempted Eve to sin, and in the curses he pronounced on Adam, Eve, and the whole earth because of their disobedience. We also see, however, that God is a God of grace. He delights to shower good gifts on people who deserve nothing but his anger. Look at Genesis 3:15. God promised that someone will come from the woman who will do something to the Serpent.

What would this someone do? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What would the Serpent do to this someone? 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 3:15 gives us the first promise of Christ in the Bible. Jesus Christ is the one who would be born of a woman and who would undo what the Serpent had done. It would cost Christ a great deal. He would have to take the judgment God’s people deserved for their sin by dying in their place. In this way, Satan would “bruise” Jesus’ “heel,” but Jesus would bruise the Serpent’s head by restoring God’s relationship with his people. God is eager to be gracious! No sooner had Adam and Eve sinned against him than he was there to comfort them with this promise. Before he had even finished laying out to them the stern consequences of their sin, he assured them that he had a way to repair what they had ruined. All through the rest of the Bible, we will watch this interplay between God’s holiness, bringing deserved wrath upon sinful men, and God’s grace, providing a way for him to be merciful and forgive. From as early as the garden of Eden, God’s only way of grace for sinners would be through his provision of a Savior in Jesus Christ.

Another thing we will see all through the Bible is God’s remarkable ability to keep his promise of a Savior for his people. One calamity after another will make it appear that God’s promise will not be kept, but God will always overrule each of these. In chapter 4, we already see this happening. Trusting in God’s promise that a child would destroy Satan’s work, Adam and Eve would have rejoiced at the birth of Cain. When Cain grew to manhood, however, he murdered his own brother. This son would obviously not be the one to deliver them from Satan’s work. Not only that, but now their other son was dead, so he could not be the Savior or the father of the Savior, either. God gave Adam and Eve a third son, though, Seth, and he would be the one from whom the promised Savior would come at last.

Read Genesis 5:1.
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We are reminded again of how God created man. Finish this sentence: “When God created man, he made him 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.”

When Adam fathered a son (in 5:3), in whose likeness was he, and after whose image was he? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The image of God would be passed on to all humans, but a sinful nature would be passed on to all of them as well. Continue to look through chapter 5 for the following answers.

After living 930 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Adam finally do? 
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After living 912 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Seth finally do? 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 905 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Enosh finally do? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 910 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Kenan finally do? 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 895 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Mahalalel finally do? 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 962 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Jared finally do? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 365 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Enoch finally do (something different)? 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

After living 969 years and having many sons and daughters, what did Methuselah finally do? 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
This chapter doesn’t have much of a story! It shows us two important things, though. One is that death is the result of sin. From Adam on, all (except for Enoch and, later, Elijah) die, because all are sinners. It also shows us children and grandchildren and great-grandchildren coming from Seth, so that we move closer to the time when a Savior would come from the woman, as God had promised.

Read Genesis 6:5–22.
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Describe what God saw when he looked at mankind. 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was God’s attitude toward Noah? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How does this passage describe Noah? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Based on what we saw in the earlier chapters of Genesis (sin was passed on to all men; God hates and always judges sin; God delights to show grace to sinners), which of these following two statements is true?

Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord because
he was righteous and walked with God.
OR
Noah was righteous and walked with God because
he had found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

The ark is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. When God’s judgment falls because of his anger at people’s sin, anyone who has taken refuge in Christ will be safe from that judgment.
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Read Genesis 7:17–8:1 and 8:22–9:29.

What did God promise never to do again? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Was this because now man would be good? 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What two things in this story show that sin had not been washed away in the flood?

[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

According to God’s words to Noah, is it wrong to kill an animal for food? Why or why not? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Is it wrong to kill a human being? Why or why not? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 11:1–9.

How many languages did people speak before they began building a tower in Shinar?
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Give two reasons why the tower was built. 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

“Babel” is the name from which we get our word “babble,” meaning human sounds that have no meaning. Why was this place called “Babel?” 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The sin God punished in this story was the result of Adam’s fall in the garden. God had promised Adam that he would send someone to bruise the Serpent’s heel. Christ would undo the work Satan had done. We see an example of Christ undoing Satan’s work if we compare the story told here in Genesis 11 with the story in Acts 2:1–12, 40–41, 44–47. The story in Acts tells of a time after Christ had died, risen, and gone back into heaven. As he had promised, Christ sent his Holy Spirit on his followers, to live in them forever. Read the Acts story to answer the following questions.

At Babel, people who had spoken the same language could no longer understand each other. What happened in the story in Acts 2 that is the exact opposite? 
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At Babel, for whom were people seeking glory? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In Acts 2, to whom were people giving glory? 
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___________________________________________________________________
At Babel, people who had been united were 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________.
 In Acts 2, people who had been divided were 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________.
 The story of Babel shows us what sin does. The story in Acts 2 shows us what Jesus can do about sin.

Test Time! Review what you’ve studied from the beginning of Genesis until now. Then take Test #2 on the next page.
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TEST
2    

The Garden of Eden to the Tower of Babel 

Multiple choice: Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. The book of Genesis is part of the ____________________, which means five books.

a. Pentagon.

b. Pentateuch.

c. Pentameter.

d. Pentagram.

2. The word “Genesis” means 

a. Beginning

b. Law

c. Generations

d. Written by Moses

3. Man was the only creature God created 

a. On the sixth day.

c. Male and female.

c. Fully grown.

d. In the image of God.

4. When did God first promise a Savior from sin?

a. When he breathed the breath of life into Adam.

b. In the garden of Eden right after Adam and Eve had sinned.

c. After the flood.

d. When he confused people’s languages at the tower of Babel.

5. Which verse is God’s first promise to send a Savior from sin?

a. Genesis 1:15.

b. Genesis 3:15.

c. Genesis 3:1.

d. Genesis 5:3.

6. What is true of all human beings because of Adam’s sin?

a. They all die.

b. They are all sinful by nature.

c. They all have a natural fear of snakes.

d. Both a and b.

7. Which of the following is a theme found throughout Scripture?

a. God’s holy anger at sin and God’s grace.

b. God’s favor toward good people.

c. God’s faithfulness to keep his promise of a Savior, in spite of calamities that could prevent that Savior from coming.

d. Both a. and c.

e. All the above.

8. Noah taking shelter in the ark during the flood is a picture of 

a. The believer taking refuge in Christ from God’s anger at sin.

b. Jonah in the belly of the big fish, safe from drowning in the sea.

c. Jesus in the boat on the Sea of Galilee stilling the storm.

d. The person who does what is right so that he can go to heaven.

9. Acts 2 tells the story of an event which in many ways is the exact opposite of what happened to the people at Babel. Acts 2 tells the story of what happened . . .

a. In Bethlehem, when Jesus was born.

b. When God saved Noah in the ark.

c. When Solomon built the temple.

d. When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost.

Short answer: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

10. List the things God made during each day of creation.
The first day 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The second day 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The third day 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The fourth day 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The fifth day 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

The sixth day
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

11. God cursed the Serpent in the garden of Eden. He said someone would come from Eve who would bruise the Serpent’s head, even though the Serpent would bruise that person’s heel. Who would bruise the Serpent’s head, and how was that person’s “heel” “bruised?”
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

12. What does it mean that man is made in the image of God?
 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
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The Most Important Thing You'll Ever Study





Genesis PART 2 

People have an important privilege because they are made in the image of God. Unlike the animals or even the angels, people can have relationships with each other and with God that the Bible calls covenants. In a covenant, partners agree to be bound together in a specific relationship, with specific privileges and responsibilities. The marriage relationship is an example of a covenant.

God made a covenant with the very first man. God gave Adam a specific responsibility: obey God by not eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. If Adam ate it, God warned, he would die. On the other hand, if Adam were to obey God, he would live happily with God forever. People sometimes call this the covenant of works. The blessings God would give were dependent on Adam earning them. Of course, Adam did not keep that covenant. And since Adam represented all mankind, in him we all broke God’s covenant. God would have had every right to give up on having a covenant with human beings. But he had already determined that he would have people with whom he would have a covenant. So God made Adam a promise. It is in this promise that we first see God’s covenant of grace. Grace is the opposite of works. When God gives us something by grace, he gives it freely, even though we have not earned it and do not deserve it. In the garden of Eden, God promised that someone would be born who would destroy Satan and his works. Adam and Eve did not deserve this. It was grace—God doing something for people that they did not deserve.

Before creating anything, God had planned to create the human race and, from that human race, to choose people for himself who would be his own people. God would choose these people, not because of anything about them, but just because he chose to love them. He would make a covenant with these people that would bind him to them as their God and would bind them to God as his people. God knew Adam and Eve would sin. He knew the people he wanted as his own people would be sinful and unable to keep a covenant with him. But that did not stop him. He would do everything for them to make them able to live in a covenant with him. That is why we call it a covenant of grace. There is nothing sinful human beings can do to keep their part of God’s covenant. God does it all for them.

The story of the Bible is the unfolding story of God’s eternal covenant of grace with his people. In Genesis 3:15, when God promised that someone would be born who would crush the Serpent’s head, we get our first glimpse of the covenant of grace. In the stories of Abraham, God chose a man and established his covenant with that man and with his descendants, giving him promises that help us to see the covenant of grace more clearly. At Mount Sinai, God gave laws to the people he had chosen, making clear the requirements of his covenant. Throughout the Old Testament, against the background of his sinful people’s repeated failures to keep the covenant, God promised that a better version of the covenant would come with the one he had promised, his Messiah. When the Lord Jesus Christ finally arrived, he announced that he was making a new covenant with God’s people. This covenant was for people of all nations, not just physical descendants of Abraham. Everything about this new covenant was greater, better, and more glorious than what Old Testament believers experienced. At the same time, though, the new covenant Christ introduced was also a continuation of God’s one eternal covenant of grace with sinners.

In the covenant of grace, God’s people still have specific responsibilities. If the responsibilities are fulfilled, they receive blessings. But because it is a covenant of grace, God provided Jesus, the Savior he first promised in the garden of Eden, to keep all the covenant’s requirements in his people’s place. When Adam, representing all humanity, failed to keep God’s covenant, he failed in our place. Sin and its curse were passed on to all of us. When the Lord Jesus, representing his people, kept all the requirements of God’s covenant, he obeyed in his people’s place. All the covenant’s blessings became theirs.

The pit of a cherry does not look much like a cherry tree; yet the whole cherry tree is contained in that pit. Given the right circumstances and some time, a shoot, then a sapling, and finally a full-grown cherry tree, bearing thousands of cherries, will grow from that small pit. In the same way, we watch the development of God’s covenant with his people in the Bible. We could think of God’s promise in Genesis 3:15 as the cherry pit. As we read of God’s promises to Abraham, of his dealings with Israel (Abraham’s descendants), of Israel’s repeated failures to keep the covenant, and of the prophets’ promises of a coming Messiah, we watch God’s covenant with his people take shape before us. It is like watching the planted cherry pit put down roots and send up sprouts that grow into a sturdy sapling with branches and leaves. When we read the stories of Christ and his church in the New Testament, we watch the tree fill with fruit. When we reach the end of the Bible, we see ahead into a time not yet come and marvel at what a wonderful thing is God’s eternal covenant of grace with sinners.

Read Genesis 12:1–9.
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What did God call Abram to do? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God promise to give to Abram’s offspring? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God promise to make of Abram? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God also promised to bless Abram. What did God promise to all the families of the earth through Abram? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The first promise would be granted some time later, when God would bring the Israelites into the Promised Land. The second promise would be granted when, from Abram’s descendants, the nation of Israel would come. It would be to the nation of Israel that God would give his Law and the rest of the Scriptures. In these, God would reveal who he is and what he requires. Best of all, the promised Savior would come from the nation of Israel. This is how it came to be true that all the families (nations) of the earth would be blessed in Abram.
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Read Genesis 12:10–20.

Scripture is faithful to point out that even its “heroes” are sinners in need of God’s grace. What sin did Abram commit in this passage? (He did it again in chapter 20.) 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Abram could not be right with God based on his own righteousness, because God himself is perfectly righteous and requires perfect righteousness.
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Read Genesis 15.

What was Abram’s complaint in the opening verses of this chapter?

[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How many descendants did God promise to Abram? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In verse 6, we see how it is that God accepted Abram, in spite of his sinfulness. Copy verse 6 here. 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When kings made covenants with each other in Abram’s day, they often had a ceremony. Part of the ceremony involved walking down a pathway, lined on both sides with pieces of cut-up animals. Walking between these animal pieces was a way of saying, “May what has happened to these animals happen to me if I fail to keep the terms of this covenant.” In covenants between humans, both partners in the covenant walked between the pieces. In this story, what passed between the pieces? 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Did Abram pass between the pieces? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

The fire pot and the torch represented God. He alone committed to keeping the requirements of the covenant. It is a covenant of grace that sinners (like Abram) are not able to keep.

Read Genesis 16:1–3, 15–16; 17:1–8, 15–21; 21:1–7.
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What was Sarai’s idea for how Abram could have a son, since she had never become pregnant?

[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did Abram name the son who was born this way? 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

How old was Abram when God appeared to him again, once more promising a covenant with him, and telling him that the son God had promised was not Ishmael?

[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God change Abram’s name to and what did that name mean? (You’ll need a footnote in your Bible to answer this question.) 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The best promise of God’s covenant with Abram and with all his people forever is found in the last six words of Genesis 17:8. Copy those words here, and watch for them all through Scripture. They appear over and over again. 
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___________________________________________________________________

What did God change Sarai’s name to? 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

How old was she when God promised she would have a son the next year? 
[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

How old was Abraham when Sarah finally gave birth to his son? 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What did they name the baby and what does that mean? (You’ll need a footnote in your Bible to tell you what the name means.)

[image: 19.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 22.

It would be hard for any father who loved his son to have to go through what Abraham went through in this story. Based on all we’ve read up until now, what would make this trial even more difficult for Abraham?

[image: 20.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God has never required human sacrifice. In the books of the prophets, he condemns people who sacrifice humans to their idols. He never intended that Abraham would actually kill Isaac. In this event, God wanted to reveal something of what he is like and what he does for his people. Notice how God referred to Isaac in the opening lines of his words to Abraham. Copy all the phrases God used to describe Isaac in verse 2. 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The focus here is on Abraham’s great love for Isaac, the love of a father for an only son. Later, God the Father would offer up his Son, his only Son, whom he loved, and nothing would prevent the sacrifice that time. This story helps us to feel something of what it cost God to give up Jesus for his people. God’s people can be certain of his love for them, because he sacrificed what he loved most—his only Son—for them.

When Isaac wondered what they would offer as a sacrifice, what was Abraham’s answer? 
[image: 22.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Sure enough, once the angel stopped Abraham from killing his son, what did they see caught nearby in the bushes? 
[image: 23.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did Abraham name the place? 
[image: 24.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Look back in verse 2 and write down where God had sent Abraham and Isaac for this event. 
[image: 25.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Eventually, the city of Jerusalem would stand here and the temple of the Lord would be built in this location. The sacrifices in that temple and the ram in this story look ahead to Christ’s sacrifice in the place of his people. As Abraham had said, God would provide for himself an offering. That offering would be perfect, and none of God’s people would have to die, because the Lamb of God would have died in their place.
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Genesis 24 tells the delightful story of how Abraham found a wife for his son Isaac, when Isaac was old enough to marry. In the middle of chapter 25, we find Isaac’s wife, Rebekah, married and pregnant with twins. God made her a promise about the younger of the two twins. Copy the last line of 25:23 below, then read to the end of chapter 25. 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

No one whom God chooses to bless deserves his blessings. To drive that point home, Scripture regularly shows us God choosing the most unlikely people to bless or to use. Jacob is a case in point. In the first place, he was the younger son, born after his twin brother. Traditionally, the older brother would receive the birthright and the blessing being passed down from the father. Yet God chose Jacob, not his older brother Esau. More importantly, Jacob’s conduct was often sinful. Jacob’s name means “he takes by the heel,” since he was holding his brother’s heel when the babies were born. The name could also mean “he cheats,” however, and you will see Jacob “live up” (live down?) to that meaning of his name. Esau would not have deserved God’s blessing either.

What did he willingly trade for his birthright at the end of chapter 25? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 27–28.

To whom did Isaac intend to give the blessing? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

To whom did Rebekah want the blessing given? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Why wouldn’t Isaac realize which son was standing in front of him?

[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was Jacob’s answer when Isaac asked, “Who are you?” 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When Isaac felt Jacob, he felt hairy, like Esau, even though Jacob was not a hairy man like his brother. Why did he feel hairy? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When Esau returned and learned what had happened, and that there was no blessing left for him, what did he plan to do to get revenge? 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What reason did Rebekah give to Isaac for why Jacob should leave home?

[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was the real reason? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When the sun went down, Jacob stopped to sleep, probably feeling lonely and somewhat anxious about his unknown future. In the night, he had a dream. What did he see in his dream, and what was on it? 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Who was at the top of the ladder? 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read John 1:43–51, where Nathanael met Jesus.
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In what verse do you find Jesus referring to this dream? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Judging from what Jesus said to Nathanael, what is the true “ladder” or access for sinful man to reach God? 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God renewed with Jacob the same covenant he had made with his grandfather, Abraham, and his father, Isaac. Copy the phrases where God again promises each blessing: 
land (28:13) 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________,
 people (28:14a) 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________,
 blessing (28:14c) 
[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.

God made other promises to Jacob as well. Finish these sentences from those promises.

Wherever Jacob went, God would 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________;
 eventually God would 
[image: 19.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________;
 God would not leave Jacob until 
[image: 20.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.
 Jacob traveled to his uncle Laban’s house.
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Read Genesis 29:13–30.

With which of Laban’s daughters was Jacob in love? 
[image: 21.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
How many years did Jacob offer to work for Laban in exchange for her hand in marriage? 
[image: 22.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

The morning after the wedding, Jacob discovered that he had been given 
[image: 23.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
as a wife instead!

Whom did Jacob also marry, and how many more years did he work for Laban? 
[image: 24.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Jacob’s two wives did not get along well together. Each of them had a maid with whom Jacob also had children. Skim through Genesis 29:31–30:24 and fill out the chart below with the names of Jacob’s wives and the sons from each wife.
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*The last son was born later; see Genesis 35:16–18 for his name.

These twelve sons became the twelve tribes of Israel.

Jacob’s relationship with his boss, uncle, and father-in-law, Laban, was not a happy one. Each man did all he could to prosper at the expense of the other. Eventually, it seemed best to Jacob to leave Laban and take his family back to the land where he had grown up. While he was on the way, Jacob received some news that filled him with fear. What was it? (Read Genesis 32:6–7a.)

[image: 30.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Jacob’s prayer in Genesis 32:9–12. What did Jacob say about all the love and faithfulness God had shown him? 
[image: 31.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What promise did Jacob remind God of? 
[image: 32.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Genesis 32:22 to the end of the chapter.
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According to verse 24, with whom did Jacob wrestle all night? 
[image: 33.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In verse 28, whom does Jacob’s opponent say Jacob had wrestled with?

[image: 34.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did Jacob want before he would let go of his opponent? 
[image: 35.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Did Jacob get what he wanted? 
[image: 36.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
On this night, what did God change Jacob’s name to? 
[image: 37.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
When Esau caught up with Jacob, he was no longer angry and the brothers embraced and reconciled. Then God sent Jacob back to Bethel, where Jacob had dreamed about the ladder. What promises to Abraham did God repeat now to Jacob? (Read Genesis 35:11–12.)
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Jacob had lied to his blind father and had cheated his brother. Later in Jacob’s life, he demonstrated a whining, self-pitying attitude. Jacob is hardly a likeable figure! Yet God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, then named the whole nation of his people after this sinful man. Throughout the Old Testament, when speaking of himself, God often calls himself “the God of Jacob”—the God of a selfish, dishonest cheat! In this powerful way, God reminds us repeatedly that he is a God of grace. All his dealings with all his people are because of his amazing love and never because any one of us deserves his favor!

[image: 9781433511837_1_ebook_0051_012.jpg]

Read the following passages of Genesis that tell the story of Joseph. For each passage, imagine what Joseph might have written in his journal that day, if he had kept a journal. Tell not only what had happened that day, but also record what Joseph might be feeling about it.

Genesis 37:1–11 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 37:12–36 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 39 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 40 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 41:1–40 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Genesis 41:50–57 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Genesis 42:1–3.
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Why did Joseph’s ten brothers go to Egypt? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What might have happened to them and to their families if they had not gone?

[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What would that have done to God’s promise that all the nations of the earth would be blessed through Abraham’s and Jacob’s offspring? 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Genesis 45:1–11.
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When Joseph revealed himself to his brothers, he became very emotional. How did his brothers feel, and why would they have felt that way? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In verse 5, who did Joseph say had sent him to Egypt and for what purpose?

[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In verse 7, what two things did Joseph say God had done by having him go to Egypt?

[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Joseph said, “It was not you who me sent here, but God.” Of course, he didn’t really mean that his brothers had had nothing to do with him going to Egypt. What did he mean? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did Joseph want Jacob and all his descendants to do, and why? 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 46:1–7.

What did Jacob do, and who told him it was the right thing to do? 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Genesis 50:15–21.

What did Joseph’s brothers become afraid of when their father, Jacob, died?

[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In Joseph’s answer, what did he say his brothers had meant against him?

[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What did he say God had meant? 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did Joseph say God had brought about through the brothers’ evil intentions? 
[image: 19.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Joseph’s brothers did something very evil to him, but God used it to accomplish his perfect plan. Joseph suffered a great deal of misery, but God used these events to accomplish good for Joseph, as well as for the whole world. God plans even the things that seem evil and sorrowful to us, and controls every detail to work out his purposes. This is an example of what we call God’s providence. God’s providence is his wise and perfect rule over every creature and every action so that everything happens just the way he planned it, for his glory.

Test Time! Brush up on what happened in Genesis, and then take Test #3 on the next page.
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TEST
3    

God’s Covenant of Grace 

Identify: Write the name of the person each statement describes. You may use a name more than once.

1. A ram was sacrificed in his place. 
_______________________________________________________________

2. He left Ur to go to the land God would show him. 
_______________________________________________________________

3. He was the first person to whom God made three promises through a covenant. 
_______________________________________________________________

4. She had a baby at ninety years of age. 
_______________________________________________________________

5. God changed his name to “Israel.” 
_______________________________________________________________

6. He was the father of twin sons. 
_______________________________________________________________

7. He was the only person who could keep all the requirements of the covenant in the place of God’s people. 
_______________________________________________________________

8. He was Abraham’s first son; Hagar was his mother. 
_______________________________________________________________

9. He was Abraham’s son with whom God continued his covenant. 
_______________________________________________________________



10. His name meant “heel-grabber” and “cheater.” 
____________________________________________________________

11. This person was sold as a slave and taken to Egypt. 
____________________________________________________________

12. The twelve tribes of Israel descended from his twelve sons. 
____________________________________________________________

13. This man failed to keep the covenant of works on behalf of all mankind. 
____________________________________________________________

14. When making a covenant with Abraham, he was the only one to pass between the cut-up animal pieces. 
____________________________________________________________

15. This man interpreted dreams. 
____________________________________________________________

16. This man wrestled with God. 
____________________________________________________________

17. When God said all the nations of the earth would be blessed through Abraham, God was speaking of this particular descendant of Abraham. 
____________________________________________________________

18. He was deceived into giving his younger son a blessing. 
____________________________________________________________

19. He traded his birthright for a bowl of lentil stew. 
____________________________________________________________

Multiple choice: Circle the letter of the correct answer.

20. It was always God’s plan 

a. To bless only those who would live righteously.

b. To have a people with whom he would have a covenant.

c. To have a perfect world for man.

d. To show grace only to those who deserved it by living for him.

21. Which statement is true of the first promise of the covenant of grace?

a. It was made in the garden of Eden.

b. Jesus made it.

c. It was made to Abraham.

d. It was made to Noah after the flood.

22. Because it is a covenant of grace,

a. God’s people do not deserve it.

b. God himself makes sure all the requirements are kept.

c. God makes it only with those who love and serve him faithfully.

d. Both a. and b.

e. Both b. and c.

23. God provided a ram for an offering in the place of Isaac. What is this provision a picture of?

a. A faithful son being obedient to his father.

b. A person who trusts God and obeys him no matter what.

c. God giving Jesus to die in the place of sinners.

d. The sacrifices in the temple.

24. Abraham was told to go to Mount Moriah to offer Isaac as a sacrifice. What else happened on Mount Moriah?

a. An angel promised Abraham that Isaac would be born.

b. Jesus was born there.

c. The temple of the Lord would be built in this location.

d. Jacob would dream about a ladder to heaven.

25. Who were the mothers of Jacob’s children?

a. Two sisters whom he had married.

b. Rebekah and Hagar.

c. His wife and his wife’s maid.

d. Four different women.

26. Who was Laban?

a. Jacob’s father-in-law.

b. Jacob’s boss.

c. Jacob’s uncle.

d. All of the above.

27. Which of the following statements is correct?

a. Laban deceived Jacob.

b. Rebekah deceived Isaac.

c. Jacob deceived Isaac.

d. Jacob deceived Esau.

e. a, b, and c.

f. a, c, and d.

28. Why did all of the descendants of Abraham go to Egypt?

a. Jacob missed his favorite son, Joseph.

b. The land was better for grazing sheep.

c. God promised to give Egypt to Jacob.

d. There was a famine in Canaan.

29. God saved his people from starvation by having Joseph end up a slave, then a prisoner in Egypt, finally becoming a ruler there. This is an example of God’s 

a. Providence.

b. Holiness.

c. Forgiveness.

d. Truth.

30. What did Jacob do that caused God to give him the birthright and the blessing, instead of giving it to Jacob’s older brother?

a. Jacob had an earnest desire to have the blessing.

b. His mother prayed over him.

c. Nothing.

d. Jacob genuinely loved God.

Fill in the blanks: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

31. Jacob had a dream in which he saw a 
____________________________________________________________
with  
____________________________________________________________
on it.

32. Abraham 
____________________________________________________________
about Sarah to protect himself from anyone who might want her for a wife.

33. Jacob worked for 
____________________________________________________________
years to get  
____________________________________________________________
for a wife, but was given 
____________________________________________________________
instead!

34. Joseph was not angry with his brothers because he said that God had sent him to Egypt to 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________.

35. Jacob told his wrestling opponent, “I will not let you go until you  
____________________________________________________________.”

36. God chose Noah to save from the flood; he chose Abraham to be the father of his people, out of all the men of the world; he chose Jacob to receive his blessing; and he chooses people today to save through faith in Christ. The reason he does this is because of his  
____________________________________________________________
and nothing else!
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The Most Important Thing You'll Ever Study





Exodus 

At the end of Genesis, the people of God, Abraham’s many descendants, were living comfortably in Egypt. God had providentially brought them there to protect them from a devastating famine that might have wiped them out entirely, thus preventing all his promises to Abraham from being fulfilled. When the story in the book of Exodus opens, Abraham’s descendants had lived in Egypt for 430 years, and two important things had happened. After four centuries of Abraham’s descendants marrying and having children, the large family had grown into a large nation—as God had promised would happen. The other important thing, though, was that a new pharaoh had come to power, and this pharaoh felt threatened by so many non-Egyptians living in his land. First, he made them all his slaves. Then he ordered that all baby boys born to the Hebrews (as Abraham’s descendants were called) were to be put to death. If this pharaoh had had his way, Abraham’s descendants would have died out and none of God’s promises could have come true. We read in Proverbs 19:21, however, “Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that will stand.”

The book of Exodus shows God doing three great and gracious things for the Hebrews. First, he saved them from slavery in Egypt, bringing them out of that country by means of a spectacular bombardment of miracles. This section of Exodus is found in chapters 1–19 and is fascinating reading. Second, God made a covenant with the people, establishing a relationship with them in which he made himself their God and made them his people. Third, he directed them in building a tabernacle, or dwelling place, for God, because he intended to live right there among them. These final two topics fill the second half of the book and provide much more difficult reading. They contain very little story, and instead outline many laws and a great deal of painstaking detail on how the tabernacle was to be built, followed by all the same details again as the Hebrews actually built it. While these final two sections make tough demands on the reader, they communicate the astonishing riches of God’s grace to his people. God could have seen the suffering of the slaves in Egypt and delivered them, just because he felt sorry for them and had the power to do something about it—much the way you might turn over a helpless beetle, stuck on its back with its legs waving in the air. But God chose to do much more for these people. He chose to love them and to bind himself to them in a covenant. He had nothing to gain from such a relationship. Not only that, but even though he is perfect in holiness, he chose to live right there among his petty, sinful people.

An “exodus” is a departure by a large group of people from one place. You can see that Exodus gets its name from the story that occurs in its first fifteen chapters. The Old Testament speaks of this event as God redeeming his people, saving his people, and delivering his people. For Old Testament believers, this was the most important event in their religious history; they continually looked back to it in gratitude for what God had done for them. The exodus also looked ahead, though, to the much greater salvation the Lord Jesus Christ would accomplish for his people—deliverance from Satan, a ruler more brutal than the pharaoh, and freedom from sin, a master harsher than the Egyptians. God’s covenant with the Israelites anticipated the better covenant Christ would make with his people, and the tabernacle looked forward to the Son of God coming to live as a man among us, giving his people the gift of his Spirit to live inside each of them.
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Read Exodus 1:1–4:17.

Moses turned aside to look at a bush. What was it about the bush that was so unusual? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
When Moses came near the bush, what did God tell him to do, and why? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What job did God give Moses in 3:10? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Moses tried hard to talk God out of this, but God had determined that he would deliver the Israelites, and Moses would be the one through whom he would do it. Among Moses’ many objections was this one: “The people will want to know who sent me and I don’t know your name” (see 3:13). What did God tell Moses his name was (long and short versions)? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

If I am at a party, I may meet a stranger at the refreshment table, and, to be polite, I will nod my head and say, “Hello.” If, however, I say to a stranger at the party, “Hello, my name is 
___________________________________________________________________
,” and give that person my name, it indicates that I am interested in having a relationship with him or her. God gave his name to his people because he wants them to know him. This name God gave to Moses is the name by which the Bible speaks of God when it means the one who has made a covenant with his people. It is God’s covenant name. Look at 4:13 and copy exactly what Moses called God here. 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Look around on the same page of your Bible at most of the other places you see the same word, but notice how most of them are written. Copy one exactly.

[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
The word “Lord” in our English Bibles just means “lord.” But when the word is written all in capitals or small capitals (Lord), it stands for this name of God, God’s covenant name, revealed to Moses at the burning bush. (This is also true when the word “God” is all in capital or small capital letters.)

Read Exodus 5:1–2.
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When Moses brought Pharaoh God’s command to let his people go, what did Pharaoh say about the Lord? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 7:4–5.

What did God say the Egyptians would know, once he sent the plagues? 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 6:2–8.

What had God not made known to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob? 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Once God had delivered the Israelites and made them his people, what would they know? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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The Ten Plagues 

List each of the ten plagues God sent upon the Egyptians in order to convince Pharaoh that he had to obey God and free God’s people. Answer the questions about each plague.
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Read Exodus 7:14–25.

Plague #1: 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

List the places where this was true (v. 19). 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 8:1–15.
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Plague #2: 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

List the places these creatures were found (8:3). 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 8:16–19.
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Plague #3: 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
How did the magicians, who had been able to imitate other plagues, respond to this one? 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 8:20–32.
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Plague #4: 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Who lived in Goshen? 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What would be different in the area of Goshen?

[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 9:1–7.

Plague #5: 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
How did this plague affect the Hebrews? 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 9:8–12.

Plague #6: 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
How bad was this plague (9:11)? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 9:13–35.

Plague #7: 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
How did the hail affect the land and people of Egypt (9:25)? 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
How did the hail affect the people in Goshen? 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 10:1–20.

Plague #8: 
[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When Moses warned Pharaoh about this plague, what did Pharaoh’s servants say to him? 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 10:21–29.
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Plague #9: 
[image: 19.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What was the difference for the Israelites? 
[image: 20.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 11:1–10.
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Plague #10: 
[image: 21.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In every case (until the last plague), the result was the same: nothing, because Pharaoh’s heart was hardened. Write down, from each of these verses, who hardened Pharaoh’s heart.

8:15 
[image: 22.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

8:32 
[image: 23.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

9:12 
[image: 24.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

9:34 
[image: 25.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

10:1 
[image: 26.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

10:20 
[image: 27.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 9:15–16.
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What reason did God give here for hardening Pharaoh’s heart? 
[image: 28.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Although God hardened Pharaoh’s heart, it is also true that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Even though God controls and ordains all that happens, sinners are still responsible when they follow their own inclinations and sin against God.

The Passover 
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Read Exodus 12:1–11.

Describe the animal that was to be used for the Passover lamb. 
[image: 29.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was to happen at twilight on the fourteenth day of the first month?

[image: 30.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What were the Israelites to do with some of the blood from the lamb?

[image: 31.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was to be done with the meat? 
[image: 32.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What was to be done with the leftovers? 
[image: 33.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 12:12–13.

What would God do on that same night? 
[image: 34.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What would God do when he saw the blood of the Passover lamb on a house?
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Read Exodus 12:21–23.
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What did Moses tell the Israelites not to do all that night? 
[image: 36.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When God saw the blood, he would not let 
[image: 37.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
enter.

Read Exodus 12:24–28.
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When the Israelites would celebrate the Passover in the Promised Land, it would be a means of teaching their 
[image: 38.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
what God had done.

Read Exodus 12:29–30.
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What happened at midnight that night? 
[image: 39.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How many Egyptian houses were there without dead people in them?

[image: 40.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
What does 1 Corinthians 5:7 call Christ? 
[image: 41.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The blood of the Old Testament Passover lamb caused the destroyer to pass over God’s people. The blood of Christ causes God’s judgment to pass over God’s people.

Read Exodus 13:17–15:21.
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How did the Lord lead the people by day, and how did he give them light at night? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When Pharaoh changed his mind once again, and came after the Israelites with his army and his chariots, what was the emotional response of the Israelites?

[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Look back in 14:1–4. What was the reason behind this turn of events, and what did God mean to accomplish with it? (See also vv. 17–18.) 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Briefly summarize what God did to save his people from the Egyptians.

[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What was the result of this mighty miracle (14:31)? 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
It sometimes seems to us that, in Bible times, everyone did miracles. If you stop and count those who actually performed miracles in the Bible, there are not that many miracle workers. List the ones you can think of 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The primary purpose of a miracle is not to solve people’s problems or to make them happy—although miracles often accomplish those two things. A miracle’s main purpose is to prove that the person doing the miracle has truly been sent by God, so people need to be sure to pay attention to what that person says. Moses, as the leader and lawgiver for God’s people, performed miracles. Elijah and Elisha, two of the first of many prophets God sent to call his people to repentance, performed miracles. Of course, the one who performed far more miracles than any other was Jesus, the Messiah God had promised. Peter and Paul, representatives of the apostles who explained Jesus and his gospel, were among the final miracle workers. In Scripture, a miracle made it clear that a person was God’s spokesman. Miracles usually took place when God was beginning something new in the history of his people.

Wilderness Complaint Department 

Read each of the following passages. Finish the sentences and answer any questions for each passage.
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Read Exodus 15:22–26.

The people’s complaint was 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The Lord told Moses to 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The result was 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The Lord revealed himself to the people as 
[image: 10.jpg] “________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________”
 (v. 26).

Read Exodus 16.
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The people’s complaint was 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The Lord told Moses 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

The result was 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was the bread called (v. 31)? 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What happened if the people gathered more than one day’s worth? 
[image: 15.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

On what day did it not fall? 
[image: 16.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 17:1–7.

The people’s complaint was 
[image: 17.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The Lord told Moses 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
The result was 
[image: 19.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Notice who was on the rock when Moses struck it (v. 6). 
[image: 20.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read 1 Corinthians 10:1–4.

Who is identified with the rock? 
[image: 21.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 19.
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In this section, God renewed with Abraham’s descendants the covenant he had made with Abraham. Earlier, we said that the best part of God’s covenant with his people is in the sentence “I will be their God and they will be my people.”

In verses 5 and 6, what three things did God say the Israelites would be to him?

[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
In turn, what were the Israelites to do (v. 5)? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
God was preparing to come down on the mountain to talk with his people. What was the name of this mountain (v. 11)? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What would happen if anyone—even an ignorant animal—touched the mountain?
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When God came down onto the mountain, describe what the people saw, heard, and felt. 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 20:1–17.
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During this time in history and in this part of the world, kings made treaties with each other. The more powerful of the two kings would initiate the treaty and would tell the weaker king what he would do for him and what he expected in return. In Exodus 20, God made a covenant with his people, and it resembled the treaties of that time. First came a preamble, in which we learn who initiated the covenant.

Copy the opening phrase of Exodus 20:2 here: 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Next was the prologue, where we learn what the ruler had done for those with whom he made the covenant.

Copy the rest of verse 2 here. 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The actual commandments are the stipulations of the treaty, its terms and requirements. Later, we also find the blessings and curses of the covenant—what would happen if the covenant was kept and what would happen if it was broken.

Below, list the short form of the Ten Commandments. This would be a good time to memorize them, if you have not already done so!
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6. [image: 13.jpg]_______________________________________________________________

7. [image: 14.jpg]_______________________________________________________________

8. [image: 15.jpg]_______________________________________________________________

9. [image: 16.jpg]_______________________________________________________________

10. [image: 17.jpg]______________________________________________________________

Exodus 20 is the beginning of the first of several large sections of laws in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. There are three different kinds of laws listed in these sections. One kind of law is “ceremonial law.” These laws governed the worship of God’s Old Testament people. They gave requirements for the priests, for the sacrifices, for the holy days, and other things pertaining to worship. We no longer obey these laws, because all the sacrifices, priests, and holy days of the Old Testament were pictures of what Christ would accomplish. Now that he has come, those laws for worship no longer apply. There are many things we can learn about what Christ has done for us, though, in studying these ceremonial laws. The second kind of Old Testament law is “civil law”—laws for the nation of Israel in the Old Testament, when God was their king. When Christ came, he opened God’s kingdom to people of all nations. God’s kingdom is no longer one political nation in a specific country, so the civil laws no longer apply to us either. Again, though, we learn about God and his character by examining these laws. The third kind of law applies to all people of all times. It is the “moral law,” summarized in the Ten Commandments and explained, reinforced, and repeated in both the Old and New Testaments.

Read Exodus 24:3, 7.
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What did the Israelites say about the commandments God gave them?

[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The Israelites were wrong, of course. They were not able to keep God’s commandments, and the rest of the Old Testament traces the story of their failure. This shows us one of the three purposes of God’s moral law: to show us our sin and our need for a Savior. If you were happily swimming in the ocean and a lifeguard jumped in and hauled you to the beach, you would not be thankful; you would be annoyed. If, however, you were far from shore, very tired, bobbing under the waves every now and then—and you saw a shark coming—you would be overjoyed to have the lifeguard come after you and pull you to safety. The difference is that, in one case, you were aware of no danger and in the other case, you knew you needed help. The law shows us we are not in a right relationship with God; we are in danger of his anger at sin. We break God’s law over and over, even if we think we don’t, so we must have some other way to be rightly related to God. We need God’s promised Savior, Jesus, to keep the requirements of the covenant in our place. God’s moral law has two other purposes as well: once a person has been made right with God through faith in Christ, the moral law shows him how to live in a way that pleases his Lord. The third purpose of the moral law is to provide a moral code that will help sinful people live together in peace.

Moses spent forty days up on the mountain with God, receiving his instructions for building a tabernacle, where God would meet with his people.
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Read Exodus 31:18.

Describe what God gave to Moses to carry down off the mountain with him.
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Exodus 32.

Moses had already been down the mountain and had told the Israelites the words of the Ten Commandments. They knew they were to worship nothing but God. After forty days, however, they became impatient. What did they ask Aaron, Moses’ brother, to do for them? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

After Aaron had made a golden calf, what did he proclaim for the next day (v. 5)?

[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Aaron did not intend to make an idol to replace God; he meant to make something to represent God, so the people could “see” him and understand him better. God’s response was one of great anger. What did he tell Moses he would do (vv. 7–10)?

[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Moses acted as a mediator between God and the people. The word “mediator” comes from the Latin word for “in the middle.” A mediator stands in the middle between two people or groups who are angry at one another. A mediator has to look out for the interests of both parties, so he can help to reconcile them to each other. What kinds of reasons did Moses give God for sparing the Israelites? 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When Moses saw the calf and the dancing, what did he do (vv. 19–20, 27–28)?

[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Moses was not having a temper tantrum; he was acting on behalf of God. God hates sin and responds to it with great wrath. As a mediator, Moses faithfully showed God’s anger to the Israelites. Moses also represented the people’s needs and concerns to God. In verses 31–32, what did Moses ask God for on behalf of the people, and what did he say he would be willing to do to get it? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God’s answer was that he would send the people on to the Promised Land, but he himself would not go with them. Moses was not content with that. He knew the people needed God. Having their God was much more important than having land. Moses said he would not go another step if God did not go with them, and God agreed to go.

Moses acted as a mediator in this situation, but the peace between God and his people that he worked out was only a temporary one. God’s people need a much more effective mediator than Moses. All people have sinful hearts that cause them to rebel against God and to hate him. God hates sin and is angry with those who commit it. For lasting peace to be attained, God’s anger at us must be removed and our sinful hatred toward God must be removed. Only the Lord Jesus Christ could accomplish both of these. He took the sin of God’s people upon himself, taking fully all the anger and punishment it deserved. He changes the hearts of his people, taking away their hatred of God and replacing it with love for him. Copy the first half of 1 Timothy 2:5 here:
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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The rest of the book of Exodus describes, in great detail, the construction of the tabernacle. If you are reading the whole book, you realize you already read a very detailed description of how the tabernacle was to be built. Why, you may wonder, does the book go into all that exact same detail again so soon, in describing the actual building? There are two reasons for this. First, whenever a writer repeats something, the reader should take note of the repetition and realize that the author must consider this point important. God had created man to live in the presence of God and to worship him. Sin had driven man out of God’s presence, but God, in his grace, made a way to bring his people back into his favor. The holy God would dwell among sinful men, but only on his own terms. So the tabernacle had to be built exactly as God said it should be. It represented God’s presence with his people, the Israelites, and it pictured the Lord Jesus Christ, the holy Son of God, who would take on a human body and soul to live among sinful men. So, one reason for the repetition was to show the tabernacle’s importance.

The other reason for the repetition was to show that Moses carefully followed all the instructions God had given him for how to build the tabernacle and all its furniture. God is the Creator and we are creatures. God is infinite and we are finite. God is holy and we are sinners. It is an amazing thing that such a God would allow such creatures to enter his presence at all. When we come into God’s presence, we must be careful to do so as he desires. We may not simply barge into the presence of God anytime we feel like it, in any way that pleases us. We must follow the protocol he has set down. God gave the Israelites a very elaborate system of sacrifice and worship that he required them to follow exactly. They were to begin by following exactly his instructions on how to build the place where those sacrifices would be offered. God gave all the precise detail in Exodus 25–31. The author repeated all that detail again in chapters 35–40, to make it clear that Moses and the builders carefully followed God’s directions.

The tabernacle itself was a large tent made of several layers of skins held up by a wooden frame. The tent was divided into two areas, the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place. The two areas were separated from each other by a beautiful embroidered veil or curtain. The piece of furniture that represented God’s presence with the people was the only thing inside the Most Holy Place. This was the ark of the covenant. Only the high priest was allowed into the Most Holy Place, only once a year, and only if he carefully followed directions God gave him for what he was to do there.

Read Exodus 25:10–22.
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What was the ark made of, and what was it overlaid with? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What was inside the ark of the covenant? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

On top of the ark was the mercy seat. What was it made of?

[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was on either end of the mercy seat? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What made the mercy seat so special (v. 22)? 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Inside the Holy Place were three other pieces of furniture. One was the table of showbread that held bread representing God’s fellowship with his people, the Israelites. Another was a golden lampstand with seven oil lamps that would give light. The third thing in the Holy Place was the incense altar.
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Read Exodus 30:7–9.

How often was the priest to burn incense on this altar? 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What was not to be burnt on this altar? 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Around the tent was a court, walled in by linen hangings that made a kind of fence. God commanded that a bronze basin and a bronze altar be placed in this court, outside the front entrance of the tent. All the sacrifices brought in worship would be offered on this bronze altar. People would bring their sacrifices and the priests would offer them there.
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Read Exodus 30:17–21.

What did God require the priests to do before they entered the tabernacle or offered sacrifices?

[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Where were they to do this? 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God commanded that rings be attached to all the furniture of the ark, so poles for carrying could be inserted in the rings. The whole tabernacle with its outer court and all its furniture was portable, easily put up and taken down as the Israelites traveled toward the land God had promised them.

The priests themselves had special clothes they must always wear when serving in the tabernacle. Exodus gives God’s detailed directions for this clothing. God also gave Moses clear directions on the ceremony to be used for setting men apart as priests who would minister to God on behalf of the people.

Read Exodus 28:1 and 29:8–9.
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Who were to be Israel’s priests? 
[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

God appointed priests to serve as mediators between the sinful people and their holy God. The priesthood made it clear that sinful humans may not enter the presence of God as they are. They need someone to stand between them and God, offering a sacrifice for their sins. The sacrifices reminded the people that there must be a death to pay for sin. Both sacrifices and priests pointed ahead to the perfect priest and the perfect sacrifice. The Lord Jesus Christ would come to offer himself as the one true sacrifice that can cleanse from sin forever. He himself would step into the presence of God on behalf of his people to offer that sacrifice.

Read Exodus 39:32.
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What did the people of Israel do? 
[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Exodus 39:32–40:38.
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Every time you see words similar to your last answer, whether about the people or about Moses, jot down the reference on the line below.

[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The high point of Exodus is found in its last paragraph (40:34–38). What filled the tabernacle? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
For the rest of their journey, how did the Israelites know when it was time to move on?

[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Test Time! Turn to the next page for your test on the book of Exodus (Test #4).




TEST
4    

Escape from Egypt 

Multiple choice: Circle the letter of the correct answer.

1. At the burning bush, God revealed his name to Moses as “I am who I am.” We call that God’s ____________________.

a. Old Testament name.

b. Covenant name.

c. Real name.

d. Hebrew name.

2. Who hardened Pharaoh’s heart?

a. God.

b. Pharaoh.

c. Moses.

d. Both a. and b.

e. None of the above.

3. God sent all the plagues on Egypt so that ____________________would know that he was the Lord.

a. Pharaoh.

b. The Israelites.

c. The Egyptians.

d. All of the above.

4. When the Israelites left Egypt, they had been there for ____________________years.

a. 40.

b. 100.

c. 430.

d. 80.

5. Why did the Israelites grumble?

a. The water was bitter.

b. There was no food.

c. There was no water.

d. All of the above.

6. Why did God give the moral law, which is summed up in the Ten Commandments?

a. He wanted people to obey it so that he could reward them.

b. He wanted people to see that they could not obey it.

c. He wanted to show his people how to live for him.

d. Both a. and c.

e. Both b. and c.

7. What was the main task of a priest?

a. To offer sacrifices.

b. To take care of the tabernacle.

c. To preach and lead music in worship.

d. To give God’s messages to the people.

8. Who was the first high priest?

a. Moses.

b. Aaron.

c. Abraham.

d. Jesus.

9. What was the most important reminder provided by the Old Testament sacrifices?

a. They should give themselves entirely to God.

b. All they had came from God.

c. There must be a death to pay for sin.

d. God deserves the best.

10. What word means “one who comes in the middle”?

a. Passover.

b. Mediator.

c. Sacrifice.

d. Priest.

11. How did Moses react when the Israelites made the golden calf?

a. He broke the stone tablets.

b. He prayed for the people.

c. He had 3,000 people killed.

d. He made people drink the calf’s ashes.

e. All of the above.

f. both a. and d.

Short answer: Write the correct answer in the space provided.

12. Christ is the true Passover lamb. In Exodus, the destroyer passed over the Israelites if they had the blood of a lamb on their doorframes. If Christ’s blood is protecting us, God’s 
____________________________________________________________
will pass over us and not harm us.

13. What was manna?  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

14. Where did God make a covenant with Israel and give Moses the Ten Commandments?
 
____________________________________________________________

15.  
____________________________________________________________
has kept all the requirements of the covenant so that God’s people could receive its blessings.

16. As a mediator, Moses made peace between 
____________________________________________________________
and 
____________________________________________________________.

17. Jesus is the true Mediator. What did Jesus do to remove God’s anger at sinful man?
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

18. What does Jesus do to remove man’s hatred of God? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

19. The tent God commanded the Israelites to build and use for worship was called the 
____________________________________________________________.

20. List the Ten Commandments in the spaces below. 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Matching: Match the names for the parts of a covenant to the parts of God’s covenant with Israel.










	


21. ____________________ Blessings and curses



	

A. "I am the Lord your God. . ."





	


22. ____________________ Preamble, announcing who was initiating the covenant



	

B. ". . .who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery."





	


23. ____________________ Prologue, describing what the initiator had done for the other party



	

C. The Ten Commandments





	


24. ____________________ Stipulations



	

D. Prosperity in the Promised Land or exile from the Promised Land








]>



The Most Important Thing You'll Ever Study





Leviticus 

Leviticus is one of the most difficult books in the Bible to read. Yet it provides a critical building block in God’s revelation of himself to his people. In Leviticus, God gave his covenant people, Israel, elaborate directions on how to worship him and how to live in fellowship with him. Most modern people think they may approach God however they like, in the way that feels best to them. They act as though they are doing God a favor for which he should be grateful if they come to him to worship at all. In Leviticus, God reveals to us that the only right way to come into God’s presence to pray or to worship—or to live—is in the exact way he has prescribed.

The book’s title, Leviticus, means “pertaining to”—or “about”—“the Levites.” The Levite tribe in Israel had descended from one of Jacob’s twelve sons, Levi. By God’s order, all priests in Israel were Levites. Levites who did not work as priests did other work to help the priests and to care for the tabernacle. The book of Leviticus listed the sacrifices God’s people should offer, and told when and how they should offer them. Of course, the priests did the actual offering of the sacrifices because, as we saw earlier, sinful humans must have a mediator with a holy God. Leviticus laid out rules for the priests. It also gave God’s people special days to celebrate in his honor and told them how to live in their camp in such a way that a holy God could live among them.

Leviticus outlined how God’s old covenant people should live with their God. This covenant was not between equals; God took the initiative in making it and he created its terms. Today we live under the new covenant Christ brought. But we must still come to God as God prescribes, on his own terms, not ours. Now, however, we know that Christ himself has perfectly kept all those terms on our behalf. All the details Leviticus tediously gives about ceremonies and sacrifices, about rituals and purifications, Christ has fulfilled. The important thing for us now, as we come to God, is to come to him in Christ. The apostle Paul tells us in Colossians that all these things detailed in Leviticus “are a shadow of the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ” (Col. 2:17). Leviticus is full of shadows pointing to our Lord. Its many details make clear to us all that had to be done if sinners were to have fellowship with God. In the pages of this book, we see our need for Christ, the perfect priest and the only adequate sacrifice. As we read Leviticus, we come to understand a little of what Christ has done for us.
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Leviticus 1:1–6:7 lays out the sacrifices people were to bring, and Leviticus 6:8–7:36 explains how the priests were to offer those sacrifices. God specified certain animals and birds that should be offered as sacrifices. Oil, wine, and grain were sometimes to be offered as well. Below, after skimming each section, list what things could be offered for each sacrifice (in some of the sacrifices, people could choose what they would bring).

Leviticus 1: The burnt offering (Hint: an offering “from the herd” means from the herd of cattle)

[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Leviticus 2: The grain offering

[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Leviticus 3: The peace offering

[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Leviticus 4:1–5:13: The sin offering
For a priest or the whole congregation: 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
For a leader: 
[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
For an individual among the common people: 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
For someone who cannot afford that last offering: 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
For someone too poor to even afford that: 
[image: 8.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
Leviticus 5:14–6:7: The guilt offering 
[image: 9.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Look up the following verses. What did the person who was bringing an animal for a sacrifice do before it was killed? 1:4; 3:2; 4:4; 4:15; 4:24; 4:29; 4:33

[image: 10.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
This action symbolized that the person (or congregation) had sinned and deserved to die, just as this animal was about to die. God, in his mercy, accepted the deaths of animals in the place of sinners until Christ would offer himself as the perfect sacrifice.

Look back to Exodus 29:38–42. How many lambs were offered every day?

[image: 11.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
More animals were to be offered each week, additional animals each month, and still more on annual holy days. Besides all these, the priests had to kill an animal each time someone committed a specific sin for which he wanted forgiveness. Thousands of animals died each year because of Israel’s sins. In this system of sacrifices God established, he gave his people, day after day and year after year, a bloody, smelly reminder of how he feels about sin.

After detailed, precise instructions for the priests about how to present offerings to God, we find a short story.

Read Leviticus 10:1–3.
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What was wrong with Nadab and Abihu’s offering? 
[image: 12.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How did God respond? 
[image: 13.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

When people come to God to worship, even if they mean well, they insult God if they come in any way other than the way he has given. He is infinite and we are finite; more importantly, he is holy and we are sinful. It is amazing grace that even provides a way for us to come to him at all. If we ignore the way he has given, we will not only be unwelcome; we will offend him and experience his wrath. Copy what Moses told Aaron (v. 3):

“This is what the Lord has said, 
[image: 14.jpg] ‘ 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.’”
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The next chapters of Leviticus defined what the Israelites were to consider “clean” and “unclean.” These laws dealt with food, health, sanitation, and various rituals. The reason for all these regulations was to remind the people that the holy God lived among them, right there in their camp! They must always remember what a privilege this was and live their daily lives in such a way that they always honored this special presence among them. In the beginning of this section, we find a statement from God that will appear over and over in this book, as well as in many other places in both the Old and New Testaments. It occurs twice in Leviticus 11:44–45, and begins with “be. . . .” Copy it below.
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___________________________________________________________________

The people would fail to be holy as God required. So, at the end of this section, we find provision for making atonement—temporarily, at least. Full atonement needed an offering worth much more than an animal, or even many animals. Atonement is needed when something has been done to offend someone. If your parents’ anniversary goes by and your father forgets it, he may buy your mother flowers to “atone” for his slip. Making atonement with God is much more difficult. He is perfectly holy and punishes all sin by death. In his grace and mercy, God provides atonement in the death of his own Son. God’s anger at the sin of his people would fall on the Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus would suffer the punishment their sins deserved. His death would make atonement for their sin, so God and his people could be reconciled. While God’s people waited for this perfect sacrifice to come, they observed the Day of Atonement God gave them. This special holy day looked ahead to what God would provide in Christ.

Read Leviticus 16.
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What was Aaron (or any other priest) never to do (vv. 1–2)?

[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
What would happen if he did? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
How often was the exception to this (v. 34)? 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
On the Day of Atonement, what did the high priest need to do first, before making atonement for the people (vv. 11–14)?

[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

The Day of Atonement required two goats. What did the high priest do with the first goat (vv. 15–16)? 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Explain what happened with the other goat (vv. 20–22). 
[image: 7.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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The last section of Leviticus contains additional laws and regulations. Some of these are moral laws that further explain the Ten Commandments. Others are laws for God’s old covenant people, explaining how they were to live together in peace and righteousness. In this section, God explained the feasts and holy days he wanted Israel to observe, telling also how to observe them.

Supply the requested information below for Israel’s feasts and holy days. (You may need to use headings or notes in your Bible to find names for these things.)
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Read Leviticus 23:3.

Name of the day 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
How often did it occur? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
How long did it last? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
What was the reason for it? (See Ex. 31:16.) 
[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
What were the Israelites to do?

[image: 5.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
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Read Leviticus 23:5.

Name of the day 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

How often did it occur? 
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How long did it last? 
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This holy day celebrated the great deliverance of the Old Testament: God delivering his people from slavery in Egypt. The Israelites celebrated this day by killing a lamb and eating it in a special feast.
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Read Leviticus 23:6–8.

Name of the feast 
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How often did it occur? 
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How long did it last? 
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This feast continued the celebration of God’s delivery of his people from Egypt. It reminded them that they had had to leave Egypt so suddenly that they hadn’t had time to let the bread rise.

What were the Israelites to do? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Leviticus 23:9–14.
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Name of the feast 
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This feast occurred annually. At this feast, the people acknowledged that all they had came from God, and they gave him thanks for it. What were the Israelites to do (vv. 10–11)? 
[image: 14.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Leviticus 23:15–21.
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Name of the feast 
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This feast also occurred annually, at barley harvest, as a celebration of God’s goodness. What were the Israelites to offer at this feast? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Leviticus 23:23–25.

Name of the feast 
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How often did this feast occur? 
[image: 18.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

What were the people to do and not to do? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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Read Leviticus 23:26–32.

Name of the day 
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How often did it occur? 
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What was this day’s purpose? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

[image: 9781433511837_1_ebook_0095_016.jpg]

Read Leviticus 23:33–37.

What was this feast called? 
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It occurred every year. How long did it last? 
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During this feast, the Israelites lived in “booths” made of branches or “tabernacles” (tents) to remember how they had lived in tents on the way to the Promised Land when God had delivered them from Egypt.

Besides these feasts and the weekly Sabbath, God commanded Israel to keep other holy days as well. Fill in the following:
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Read Leviticus 25:1–7.

What was this called? 
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How often did it occur? 
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How were the Israelites to celebrate it?
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Read Leviticus 25:8–17.
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What was this called? 
[image: 28.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

How often did it occur? 
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In this year, anyone who had become poor and had had to sell his land, received it back again. Anyone who, because of poverty, had sold himself as a servant, went free.

Read Numbers 28:11–15.
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This passage describes yet one more special time when the Israelites did no work and offered offerings to God. When was this? 
[image: 30.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Leviticus shows us the remarkable grace of God. In its directions, God provided a way for sinners to come into his holy presence—what grace! He provided a way for sinful people to live with God right there among them—what grace! On the other hand, how burdensome would it be to perform all those sacrifices and ceremonies and to live under all those very detailed laws. And even with all that, not a single sin was truly taken away by the things we find in Leviticus. These things were only pictures of what the Savior would do, only a temporary provision until he came.

Read Hebrews 10:1–4.
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According to verse 1, what is the law? 
[image: 31.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What can the law and its sacrifices never do? 
[image: 32.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

According to verse 3, of what do the sacrifices remind people?

[image: 33.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
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What is it impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to do?
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Read Hebrews 10:11–14.

According to verse 11, how many sacrifices did priests offer? 
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What could those sacrifices never do? 
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___________________________________________________________________

How many sacrifices did Christ offer? 
[image: 37.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Notice that the priests, in verse 11, stood daily. Their work was never done. Christ’s work, however, is finished. What did he do after offering his sacrifice?

[image: 38.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In verse 14, what did Christ’s offering accomplish? 
[image: 39.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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The Most Important Thing You'll Ever Study





Numbers 

The book of Numbers gets its name from the lists of numbers that we find in the book. Flip through the pages of Numbers and jot down the numbers of chapters that have lists giving numbers of people. 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Once you have done that, you realize there are plenty of other chapters that do not have lists with numbers. Some of those chapters contain stories. Others record various laws God gave the Israelites. Some provide descriptions: preparations for important activities, offerings brought to God, or life in the wilderness. So far, the Bible story has told how God created everything and how sin and misery entered the world. It has also told how God chose a people for himself, promised them a land of their own, delivered them from slavery in Egypt, and brought them safely through the wilderness to the land he had promised. We would expect the next scene to show us the Israelites entering the Promised Land. First, though, there is a parenthesis in the story. Numbers explains the parenthesis.

Read Numbers 1:1–3.
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What kind of people were Moses and Aaron told to list in their census?

[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________

That was because these were the people who were able to 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________.
 Up until now, God had done all the fighting for the Israelites. He had sent the plagues to convince Pharaoh to free the slaves, and he had worked at the Red Sea when the Egyptians had come after his people. What does this new census of men of fighting age imply concerning war in the future? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

In Numbers 2, God ordered a specific arrangement of the tribes, both in the camp and when they set out for battle. Numbers 3 and 4 list duties for the priests and the Levites, and give the number of Levite men qualified to serve God by handling the things needed for Israel’s worship. Numbers 5 and 6 give orders for how to keep things and people pure and clean inside the camp, and how to cleanse and purify anything that became “unclean” or defiled. These orders deal largely with physical things, but they symbolize the truth that God is pure and holy and that only pure and holy people can live in his presence.

Numbers 7 opens with the announcement that Moses had finished setting up and consecrating the tabernacle, according to all God’s requirements recorded in Exodus. For the next twelve days, the twelve tribes of Israel were to bring offerings for the dedication of the altar, on which sacrifices would be burned. Each tribe had its own day, and a leader from that tribe would present the offering.

In chapter 8, Aaron set up the lamps of the lampstand, and God explained the rules for purifying and cleansing the Levites themselves, so they could lead the people in worship. Chapter 9 describes a celebration of the Passover in the wilderness, then tells how the people of God traveled through the wilderness.
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Read Numbers 9:15–23.

What was always over the tabernacle, from the time Moses first set it up?

[image: 4.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
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How did it appear by night? 
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___________________________________________________________________

How did the Israelites know when to set out and travel? 
[image: 6.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

How did they know where to camp? 
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___________________________________________________________________

In this way, the people camped and the people set out “at 
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___________________________________________________________________”
 (vv. 18, 23).

In chapter 10, the Israelites moved out. What were they leaving (10:12)?
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___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Where were they going (10:29)? 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Read Numbers 11.
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What was the people’s complaint? 
[image: 1.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God give them? 
[image: 2.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

What did God send the Israelites besides meat (v. 33)? 
[image: 3.jpg]_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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