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JANUARY 1ST



1880: Entitled ‘A New Years Eve in Sheffield’, an account of the previous night’s activities was published in the Sheffield Independent. The report read: ‘In consequence of the inclemency of the weather, the streets were less busy last night than is customary. There was in fact almost an entire absence of pedestrians until midnight, when the public and beer houses – which had an hours grace – got rid of their customers. But the streets even then were soon at peace broken only by the “waits” who, with an eye to coppers, sang their ditties in spite of the wind and rain. The old year took its departure amid an appropriate accompaniment of rain for tears. A “watch night” service was celebrated in most of the Wesleyan Chapels’. In contrast to the informal entertainment, the service at the parish church, which started at 11 p.m. held a large congregation. Revd A.J. Tweedie read the parable of the Ten Virgins and at 11.55 p.m., he urged them to have five minutes of silent prayer. He then announced that ‘now that the old year of 1879 has passed away we have commenced a new year in the journey of our life’. The service then closed with a hymn. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 2ND



1613: One of the earliest surveys ever recorded was undertaken, which indicated the poverty of the people of the town at that time. The survey or early census was undertaken by the Ecclesiastical authorities to assess the numbers of ratepayers able to pay tithes to the Church. It reads: ‘Survaie [sic] of the towns of Sheffield by twenty-four of the most sufficient inhabitants in the towne. There are 2,207 people of which 725 are not able to live without the charity of their neighbours being all begging poore [sic]. There are 100 households which relieve others but are poor artificers not one of which can keep a team on his own lande [sic] and not above ten who have grounds of their own on which to keep a cow. 160 householders are not able to relieve others such though they beg not. Many of them are not able to abide the storme [sic] of one fortnight sickness but would be thereby driven to beggary. There are 1,222 children and servants of the said householders the greatest part of which such as live off small wages and are constrained to work to provide them with the necessities.’ (Leader, R., Sheffield Local Directory, Sheffield Independent Press, 1830)




JANUARY 3RD



1830: The state of public footpaths in Sheffield was criticized in the Sheffield Independent, with the report stating: ‘After the required cleansing had been performed, it sometimes happened that a sudden fall of snow or the industry of schoolboys created a nice slide within a foot of one’s doorway. A shovelful of “slack” (coal dust) immediately put on such hazardous areas could have saved a sprain or a broken limb. Many of the accidents which occur in Sheffield at the moment could be prevented. On Wednesday, Mr Simmons, a traveller from Birmingham, was getting out of his gig to make a call when he stepped onto the ice and fell, breaking the cap of his knee. On the evening of the same day, a respectable female fell in Coalpit Lane and dislocated her shoulder. On Sunday evening Mr Wood, a dyer of the Wicker, slipped down and fractured a leg. On the same day Mr John Gardner of Pea Croft fell and broke his arm. The vigilance of the Police Inspectors does much to keep such accidents to a minimum, but if more householders would do the same the streets of the city might be in a fitter state for perambulation that they are at present’. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 4TH



1879: It was reported today in the Sheffield Post that the Princess of Wales donated £50 towards the relief of the poor in Sheffield. The donation, accompanied by a letter, expressed her regret to which Her Royal Highness has heard of the prevailing industrial distress in the town. It was also reported that the Duke of Norfolk (Lord of the manor of Sheffield) had subscribed £500 to the fund and the Duchess of Norfolk £100. The Home Secretary has written to the Mayor for information as to the extent of the industrial distress and the local means of dealing with it. Among the sums received by the Mayor of Sheffield was one of £25 donated by Florence Nightingale, who attached a letter stating that: ‘If I might breathe a hope as earnest as that Sheffield will be tided ever these sad, sad times, it would be that her men might learn from them a lesson of prudence and manly self control and that when good times come again, as pray God they may, they will use their higher wages so as to become capital instead of waste.’


The reporter also noted that: ‘In Sheffield at present the distress is increasing and the total cost of subscriptions now amount to over £7,000’. (Sheffield Post)




JANUARY 5TH



1864: On this day, the newspapers reported Margaret Godfrey’s escape from the women’s prison at the Town Hall. A police officer was scrubbing the parade room floor and had cause to go into the women’s yard for water. Missing Godfrey, he was told that she was in the water closet. When he returned once more, he called out to her and received no reply. The walls of the prison yard are topped with iron spikes and are 20ft high. It was felt that to escape this way dressed in petticoats would be impossible, but when officers examined the wall they found marks of her escape. On reaching the top of the wall, Godfrey would have thrown herself 16 to 17ft down to the ground as there was nothing in the wall to help her descent. The chief constable, on being told of the escape, ordered some men to go to the Sheffield Infirmary to make enquires. There she was found being treated for injury to her spine. She had arrived there in a cab driven by a man of her acquaintance and it is thought that he had helped her to make her escape. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 6TH



1900: Today saw a celebration for Mr Edwin Waters, the master of Sheffield Fir Vale workhouse, who had just celebrated his silver wedding. He had been master of the workhouse for seventeen years, and the guardians took the opportunity to present him with a gift of a cutlery set as a token of their respect for the ‘man who had served at his post through the many changes which have been seen in Poor Law administration’. He and his wife also received gifts and presents from the other officers of the workhouse. Mr Waters entertained the members of the board along with friends at his home. Making the presentation, Alderman Wycliffe Wilson told him that ‘he had always worked to improve the administration of the house, and that under his direction his discipline was highly beneficial to those placed in his care’. Another guardian, one Mr Hoyland, spoke about the ready cheerfulness of both the master and matron of the workhouse. Mr Waters thanked the guardians for their gifts and their generous comments. He said that ‘he was pleased to hear that his work had exercised a good influence at the workhouse’. (Yorkshire Post)




JANUARY 7TH



1857: An incident occurred on this day which arguably proves the old saying ‘there is no fool like an old fool’. A retired gentleman of the town sauntered into the marketplace, where he was accosted by a stranger dressed in the garb of a horse dealer. This man told him that he had come to buy a pony for his son but had no idea where to find the owner. Strangely, just at that moment, the seller of the pony appeared. The horse dealer made him an offer for the pony, but the owner, affecting to be insulted by some rude observation, refused the deal. The dealer then proposed that the old gentleman buy the pony for him and the old gentleman and the seller then went to an adjoining public house, where negotiations were sealed and the old man was induced to hand over £4 to seal the bargain. He left the public house to inform his ‘friend’ of the successful negotiations, only to find that he had mysteriously disappeared. He returned back to the public house to find the seller had also decamped with his money. The poor old man returned home wiser for the lesson. (Sheffield Times)




JANUARY 8TH



1889: Newspapers today printed an account of a traction engine accident, which had overturned at Carbrook the previous Saturday. The incident took place on Weedon Street close to the Congregational Chapel. An open brook runs down the north side of the street, and, in some places, the bank was broken and as a result the road was extremely narrow and dangerous. The traction engine and two attached wagons were turning out of Carbrook into Weedon Street when the driver’s vision was impaired by fog. Inevitably the traction engine turned over into the brook. The flywheel and some of the gearing was broken off and one of the wagons had been dragged in after it. Fortunately, of the three men involved, only slight injuries were sustained. Men were at work all day Sunday digging down the embankment, making a course in which to drag the fallen machine out of the brook. Another traction engine was brought to drag it to an upright position and held it there by the means of a wire rope. Yet another engine was brought in to pull it out of the brook. By Sunday evening the mission was accomplished and the area was cleared. (Sheffield Telegraph)




JANUARY 9TH



1831: An inquest was held on the body of a newborn baby who had been found dead in a pit at Ballifield, near Handsworth. The pit was 52 yards deep and the surgeon, Mr Nicholson, estimated that the child had been dead for around a week. He told the jury and coroner Mr Badger that the child, which was full term, had a fractured lower jaw, contusions on the head, and the bone of the head was more than ordinarily separated. He gave his opinion that the contusions and the skull fracture had caused the death of the baby. Although he could not estimate whether or not the child had breathed upon being born, he believed that the baby may have been born dead. George Fowler, a collier who found the body on January 8th at 9.30 a.m., described how the corpse had no covering on it. Another witness, Susannah Wilkinson, gave evidence of another girl who it was suspected had recently given birth under mysterious circumstances. Several other witnesses were questioned about the identification of the suspected mother of the child. Their testimony justified an examination of her person by the surgeon, who reported to the jury that she had not been delivered of a child. (The Standard)




JANUARY 10TH



1821: On this day a murder was reported in the Sheffield Independent. Its readers were told that: ‘On Thursday night, a woman named Sarah Crowder residing in Red Croft was found dead in her bed. She had been seen by several of her neighbours in the course of the afternoon and had not made any particular complaint of illness. But it is generally supposed that the poor creature had fallen prey to want, as she could not procure even the common necessities of life. Crowder had scarcely a garment left to shelter her from inclemency of the weather. At the inquest the coroner was informed that she had for some time being separated from her husband, who had deserted her and her two children to cohabit with another woman in the town. She had only 4s a week allowed to her from her husband to support herself and the children. In order to eke out this miserable pittance, Crowder had been compelled to part with nearly every article of apparel and even the covering from the bed.’ The reporter stated that ‘a more heart-rending scene of nakedness and starvation than that which this poor woman and her children exhibited was never witnessed’. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 11TH



1873: A serious riot took place in Sheffield. In A History of Sheffield, David Hey stated that ‘it has become a matter of common occurrence in the town to hear of street rows. It would appear that in some areas, the roughs are able to carry everything their own way in spite of law, magistrates and police’. At around 11.30 p.m., two police constables who were on duty in the town, noted some ‘roughs’ jostling passers-by, annoying both them and the tradesmen. They were asked to stop but instead they started to pelt the constables with sticks, refuse and stones. Despite this, the constables managed to capture one of the gang and took him to a house on Hoyle Street for his own protection. A mob of about 100 people grouped together and began smashing the windows of the house and throwing stones at the doors, which left the occupiers terrified. The two constables had no option but to release the prisoner and attempt to get out of the house unharmed. They managed to return to the police station, where reinforcements were quickly sent to the scene and, before any more damage could be inflicted, the crowd was dispersed. (Hey, D., A History of Sheffield, Carnegie Publishing, 1998)




JANUARY 12TH



1866: On this day, a woman lay in the Infirmary recovering from the poisonous effects of arsenic she had taken in an attempt to kill herself. The young woman (18) called Ellen Dalton lived with her mother on Steel Bank and had worked for the last three years at Messrs Brookes on Carlisle Street. The previous morning she had left the house to go to work after having words with her mother. At lunch time she began vomiting copiously and almost became insensible. A surgeon, Mr Arden, was called and he asked both her and her friends what she had eaten but did not get a sensible answer from anyone concerned. The girl was sent home and after Mr Arden visited her again this morning she told him what she had done. It seems that nine months ago she was being pestered by a man she did not want and had bought, at different times, four-penny worth of arsenic with which to kill herself. After the row with her mother at about 11.30 a.m., she had taken a teaspoon of arsenic in some water. The surgeon told her that because she had taken so much; her body had ejected the poison, thereby saving her life. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 13TH



1873: It was reported that the authorities of the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway had received a small box from Retford addressed to a Mr William Town of Sorby Street, Sheffield. When the recipient, a young man, opened the box, he was shocked to find it contained the dead body of a female child. A note was in the box which read: ‘Well, William I have sent you this box and I hope you will carefully examine it and put it away respectfully as you have behaved so badly towards me. By the time you get this box I will have left Retford and I hope never to see you again. It died as it was born. You are the cause of all my misery but I hope that God will provide something for me. You will never prosper. I have sent many letters but you won’t even answer them. You promised me money.’ The note, which was badly written and barely intelligible, had no signature attached. On finding what was in the box, Mr Town alerted the police and the body was taken away to await a coroners’ inquest. (Vickers, J.E., The Unseen, the Unsightly and the Amusing, 1997)




JANUARY 14TH



1832: At a meeting of the town council this morning, Mr Hurst of Doncaster presented the plans for the proposed extension to the Town Hall. The present building, which holds the session house as well as the prison, is admittedly bad, being inadequate for the public and the safe custody of prisoners. The main extension will be to the present session house, which is estimated to cost between £3,000 and £4,000. It also means that a proportion of an existing yard will have to be built over and the new session house will abut onto the houses on Castle Green. Inevitably this means shutting out all the light and air except for the roof, but it is felt that the extra room would make this acceptable. By this extension it was hoped that the inhabitants would have a place to hold public meetings, the magistrates could carry on their course of justice and the police could safely lodge all disturbers of public peace.


The town trustees were willing to give £1,000 towards the extension and it is estimated that public subscription would raise the rest. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 15TH



1774: Today an advertisement for the sale of silk mill, which was later to become the Sheffield workhouse on Kelham Street, was inserted in the local newspaper:


Sale of lease Wm Bower bankrupt at Sheffield:


The large and extensive five storey Building extending over several acres with one of the compleatest [sic] of Silk Mills in this Kingdom. The building includes a good dwelling house, several Offices and a spacious Gardens etc. The Silk Mills are in a very good state of Repair and still employ a great number of Women and Children. The building has been made useful at a vast Expense which must make this Purchase a very desirable one indeed. The owners of the premises having spent within a few Years at least £7,000 to repair and rebuild additional buildings. The sale includes the whole of that curious Machinery known by the Name of KELHAM WHEELS which is used for grinding and glazing the cutlery.


The mill was built in 1758 by a Mr Middleton and was converted into a cotton mill by Mr Joseph Wells and Thomas Heathfield. (Leader, R., Sheffield Local Directory, Sheffield Independent Press, 1830)




JANUARY 16TH



1880: An account of the suffering of one impoverished family in Sheffield was revealed at the inquest on the body of Mary Good, who lodged on Alma Street. She had been deserted by her husband many years previously, and was since supported only by her children. On January 5th, she obtained a ticket requesting the workhouse medical officer attend her as she was suffering from dropsy. He ordered her to go into the workhouse as she could not receive proper food or attention where she was, but she refused to go. Finally relenting on January 10th she went to the workhouse by cab, which the workhouse authorities had agreed to pay for. Within five minutes of entering the door, having been removed from the cab by chair (as she was unable to walk), she was dead. The eldest of her sons, William (13), told the coroner that he and his two little sisters sold matches and newspapers for a living and they generally earned about 5d a day. At weekends they might earn 7d, but their lodgings cost 6d a night, so they had little money for food. A verdict was given of death aggravated by want. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 17TH



1882: A newspaper gave an account of a brutal attack on the Salvation Army on the previous day. The Army had ‘put on its armour’ at the Thomas Street barracks ready for its ‘triumphant march’ through the town at 1.30 p.m. Prior to that, the streets were crowded to watch what was advertised as ‘mounted officers and a brass band with female trumpeters led by General Booth commanding it’. This announcement roused a lot of curiosity and the parade, headed by General and Mrs Booth, set off at the allotted time and progressed along Broomhall Street, Fitzwilliam Street and Regent Street. The Army is accustomed to hecklers and insults but they were unprepared for the stone throwing, mud slinging and blasphemous threats directed at them. Hooting and yelling mobs surrounded the carriages as they reached the Albert Hall where, finally, they were able to escape at the greatest possible speed. Once inside, the General and all the other officers had some refreshments and the proceedings ended with General Booth leading them in prayers. Despite the hostility they had received that day, he assured the crowd that the Army was increasing in Sheffield. (Sheffield Evening Star)




JANUARY 18TH



1840: At about 4 a.m., an abandoned female child was found by two men who were going to their work upon Little Sheffield Bridge, situated on South Street, Sheffield Moor. The child was placed in a doorway in a small rush basket, akin with that of a painter’s basket used for carrying brushes. The child was dressed in a flannel binder, a cotton shirt, flannel petticoat, and white cotton gown. Her outer garments consisted of a plum-coloured cloak and plum-coloured silk bonnet lined with yellow calico and she was wrapped in an old green baize table cover, which was much stained with ink. The age of the child was estimated to have been two to three months and she appeared well-fed and healthy. The child was taken to Mr Drake, the constable, and then later removed to the workhouse. ‘If anyone recognizes the clothing of the child or who can give such information as may lead to the apprehension and conviction of the unfeeling Parent shall received a Reward of Two Pounds on application to Benjamin Slater Union clerk to the Guardians, Sharrow Cottage. Dated 18 January 1840.’ (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 19TH



1794: On this day (which was Queen Anne’s birthday), the Sheffield Loyal Independent Volunteers showed their support by parading through the principal streets of the town. Firing a volley of shots at intervals, they halted outside the Tontine Inn, where they made a further three discharges of their rifles. Assembling themselves into a ring, one of the Volunteers stepped into the middle to sing ‘God Save the King’. Windows, balconies and roofs in the area were occupied by spectators, including the Duke of Norfolk, who later gave 20 guineas to the men to drink Her Majesty’s health. The men were led by Major Althorpe, who, the following year, was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel. Originally, they had grey uniforms but later changed them to scarlet tunics. The following day it was reported in the Sheffield Courant: ‘Our readers will be candid enough to excuse the delay in publication of this week’s paper there being a stoppage of all business in the office yesterday as most of the men employed herein belong to the Volunteer Corps’. The badge of the Volunteer had an emblem of a set of cymbals and a tambourine engraved on it. It goes without saying that the day of celebration ended with a feast. (Sheffield Courant)




JANUARY 20TH



1870: This evening an annual Christmas entertainment was given at the St Joseph’s Reformatory Home for Girls on Howard Hill. The Sheffield Independent reported that: ‘The sisters of the institution started the proceedings with an animated play entitled “The Chinese Mother”. The plot revolved around the mission of China and was of an instructive nature to the audience. The play was watched with interest by the girls and friends of the institution and was followed by refreshments provided by the sisters and inmates. The public are doubtlessly aware that a recent fund has been started to enable the sisters to send a few girls to Canada or other colonies. For a trifling sum of money to pay the passage money and an outfit of clothes a Government Agent dispatches the girl to a place of service. This could not fail to recommend itself in as much as the poor children were thereby removed from their old associations of crime and poverty. It was hoped that each child will have a fresh start in life and a career of honest industry. Sister Stephanie gratefully acknowledged the receipt of £32 from many kind friends. She was grateful for similar contributions to be paid either to herself or to any of the committee members’. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 21ST



1851: On this day, William Blount of Sheffield had a very narrow escape from death. He had just started his shift at Messrs H. & W. Turner’s Fire Iron manufactory in Bridge Street, where he was employed oiling the machines. In order to do this, he had to mount a turning lathe to grease a horizontal shaft that ran along the top of one of the machines. Just as he had started, and, without any warning, the key of the coupling box caught his shirt and drew him twice around the shaft. Screaming in agony, his workmates were unable to help him as the shaft then threw him onto the floor, leaving him clothed in only his stockings and neckerchief. Thankfully, he escaped from the incident relatively unscathed, but his shirt, waistcoat and trousers were torn to shreds. Fortunately, being made of cheap material, his clothes did not hold together, or he would have instantly been killed. Mr Blount is reported to have been dreadfully bruised on various parts of his body, particularly on his head, which struck against the floor of the room above. Had it been a bottom instead of a top shaft, it was thought that death would have been inevitable. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 22ND



1862: On this day, many newspaper columns detailed an account of a robbery. Some workmen, passing the shop of Mr Sharp, watchmaker and jewellers, about seven o’clock on the morning of January 21st discovered that a pane of glass was broken. They roused Mr Sharp by banging loudly on the back door leading to his living quarters. Upon investigation, it was found that a number of jet ornaments and, in fact, every article within an arms length of the broken pane had been stolen. Fortunately, the proprietor of the shop was in the habit of removing the more valuable items of jewellery every night and thus a much more serious loss was avoided. As the loss amounted to between £4 and £5, a constable was called for and investigations were undertaken; several suspects were questioned. It seems probable that the robbery was affected about 3 a.m., for near that time a person who lived on the other side of the street was roused by the noise of breaking glass. Unfortunately he did not investigate the sound, nor give any alarm. (Sheffield Times)




JANUARY 23RD



1829: It was announced that a young boy (13) who had gone missing had been recovered safe and returned back to his parents. In June of last year, the Sheffield Iris noted the disappearance of the boy, William Hilliard, after returning home from school. His parents told him to change his suit for a more inferior one and he was wearing this suit when he disappeared from his parents’ house at Heeley. A description of the boy stated that he was ‘low set and pale looking’ and his parents were of ‘respectable circumstances and the boy himself heir to some property’. It seems that the father had travelled many miles in the hope of finding his son. The previous week, as a consequence of a tip-off, he had travelled to Uttoxeter, where he found him in the company of a set of chimneysweeps, amongst whom attempts had been made to barter the boy for a guinea. The father was so pleased that he brought the boy into the office. In the six months the child had been missing, his father stated that ‘he had subsisted by a variety of juvenile expedients the probability of which his appearance by no means disparaged’. (Sheffield Iris)




JANUARY 24TH



1846: On this day, Madame Ablamowicz’s farewell concert was announced at the Music Hall, which was expected to be ‘one of the most brilliant we ever had in this town’. The Sheffield Independent reported that: ‘Anxious to render her concert still more worthy of support, she had engaged the services of the well-known London vocalist, Miss A. Romer of the Royal Academy of Music. Miss Romer is, at present, singing to overflowing salons in Liverpool, Manchester and the principal towns of Lancashire and has proved an enormous success. The programme presents a variety of vocal and instrumental music of unsurpassed excellence. The lovers of music speak with raptures of Madame Ablamowicz’s singing on the evening of January 10th this year at St Phillips Church, where she sang in aid of the choir fund’. The newspaper predicted that ‘such is her popularity that we foretell a crowded audience, which will act not only as compensation for her spirited exertions but also as a parting tribute of the respect the town shows towards the lady’s enormous talent. We most heartily wish her a fond farewell and the knowledge that if she should grace us once more with her presence the town will once again show their appreciation in their usual manner’. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 25TH



1831: Today, Hugh Parker Esq. and other magistrates on the bench instructed the constables to apprehend all vagrants and persons begging in the streets and take them to the workhouse. There they were to be given the usual accommodation of supper, bed (straw) and breakfast. In making the orders, the magistrates stated that inhabitants of the town had justly complained of the number of sturdy beggars who had threatened the poor and timid (the evils of public begging had been on the increase during the last two years). The numbers of fraudulent beggars parading the streets of Sheffield during the last summer and autumn was highly discreditable to the police authorities. Some of the beggars were attended by women and children, who sang hymns and spiritual songs whilst collecting pennies. Another class of beggar seen on the streets were men dressed in threadbare clothes and having on a white apron, claiming to be ‘unfortunate tradesman’. Both types of swindlers were reaping a rich harvest, particularly on a Saturday night. It was worthy of remark that most mistaken benefactors to these vagrants are females. Those claiming to be beggars during the day were seen buying spirituous liquors the same night. (Sheffield Courant)




JANUARY 26TH



1863: A report was given on the state of trade in Sheffield, which read: ‘Considering the period of the year, and the critical position of affairs in America, the iron trade in this town is in a far more satisfactory position that at any other similar period for years past. The demand for iron bars is still only moderate, but to replace that we have several active enquiries about rails and railway ironwork generally. Should only a portion of the proposed new lines and extensions receive Parliament’s sanction, there is no doubt but that there will be a very large demand for railway ironwork for the new lines. We are aware that orders for ironwork for the new stations will be on the increase which will keep the mills and forges of Sheffield busy for some time to come. The steel trade is also improving, and there is reason to believe that there will be a considerable improvement next spring as orders have been received in all departments of the steel industry. It is believed from these improvements that Sheffield could look forward to a more prosperous year than that of 1862, when there was an economic depression which affected all trades’. (Sheffield Times)




JANUARY 27TH



1830: The Sheffield Courant today reported that: ‘Sheffield is, at present, experiencing one of the harshest winters for some years’. On Wednesday, January 27th, as the Wellington coach was on its way to Sheffield from Derbyshire, the driver saw two men lying by the wayside completely overcome by the severity of the weather. One was so weakened that he had lain down in the snow and he would most certainly have perished had the coach not arrived so opportunely. The other man was barely able to stand and they were both taken to Castleton hospital. The Hope coach from London was unable to get any further than Penistone, where they were forced to remain for the night. The following day, it set off for Sheffield, the journey taking four hours, although the distance was only 26 miles. All lines of communication between Sheffield and Hull via Thorne were closed. The previous night and later on in the day on the 27th, the snow continued to fall and, complete with a sharp frost, it was intensely cold. The thermometer in Nelson Street in the centre of the city of Sheffield standing at 27 degrees Fahrenheit. (Sheffield Courant)




JANUARY 28TH



1840: An inquest was held on the body of James Hill, a man who was employed by the surveyor of Brightside Highways, at Mr Ashmore’s public house in Brightside before the coroner, Mr T. Badger. Hill had been found in the river near the Brightside Paper Mills and it appears in evidence that the last time he was seen was in Willey Street, Wicker. It is not known how he got into the water, but witnesses said that he was quite sober, and he was, at the time, making a survey of the streets around Brightside as part of his employment. The jury returned a verdict of ‘found drowned’, although they had no doubt that as a consequence of the want of fencing to the river up to the end of Willey Street, the poor man had probably fallen into the water and been carried down by the flood to the place where he was found. The jury therefore expressed a strong opinion on the impropriety of the place remaining any longer in its present state. It was known that three persons had drowned there in four years. (Sheffield Times)




JANUARY 29TH



1828: A fascinatingly gruesome event was reported today in the Sheffield Independent: ‘Mr Marriot of Attercliffe had lately had at his farm in Orgreave a fine heifer, which he had bought at the market several months previously. Curiously the same heifer died under the following singular circumstances. The animal became sickly and after lingering for about three months died in a state of great exhaustion. It was discovered that the whole carcass contained hardly any blood whatever. After its death, the medical men were surprised to find upon opening it up to ascertain the cause of its death, an adder upwards of a yard long within its head, just emerging from the larynx. The reptile was dead, but from the fresh appearance of its skin it was evident that it had been swallowed by the calf at the commencement of its illness, and must have been alive in the stomach until within a few hours of the death of the heifer.’ The medical men stated their astonishment that the reptile could have survived so long within the body of the heifer and that such an occurrence had been unknown to them previously. (Sheffield Independent)




JANUARY 30TH



1850: It was reported in the newspapers that, on the previous evening, the celebrated Shakespearian actor William Charles Macready made his farewell appearance at Sheffield to a crowded theatre. Every box was full and even the orchestra was filled with visitors. After performing Richelieu (written by Edward Bulwer Lytton) in splendid style, Mr Macready was called for with the strongest demonstration of enthusiasm and when he re-appeared a great part of the audience rose to give him a parting cheer. He told them: ‘I would not trespass upon your patience with the ceremony of formal leave taking, but where I have been favoured during the course of my theatrical career with much liberal patronage – and where there will also exist for me associations of deepest interest – I may perhaps be excused for the desire to offer you at least my parting acknowledgements and to embody sincerest good wishes in the word, as I bid you in my professional capacity, most gratefully and respectfully a last farewell.’ A desire had been expressed that he remain in the town for another performance, but his list of engagements made it impossible. He left Sheffield on the morning of January 30th to perform at his next venue in Nottingham. (Sheffield Post)




JANUARY 31ST



1841: An account was published on the subject of some daring villains who had affected an entrance into the house of James Hallam, a grocer of Ecclesall Road, on the previous evening. It seems that these miscreants had gained their entrance through the window of the front bed chamber over the shop. All the inmates of the house were in a back room for most of the evening and the crime was not discovered till half past eleven. Upon retiring, Mrs Hallam found the window open, the chamber ransacked and twelve £5 notes and 35 sovereigns taken from a box. As far as can be ascertained, the robbery had been executed early in the evening, since the window was observed to be open at about eight o’clock. The window of the house of Mr George Wigfall, which was next door, was opened at the same time but for some reason – perhaps a disturbance – nothing was taken. Since the breaking up of the notorious gang, some of whom were convicted at the Doncaster Sessions, these evening robberies had ceased. It then emerged that they had resumed, and readers of the Sheffield Independent were advised to carefully examine their property. (Sheffield Independent)





FEBRUARY 1ST



1893: On this day it became known that the town of Leeds had applied for city status, and the Mayor of Sheffield called a town council meeting to send in their own application to the Home Office. In the petition, the town clerk emphasized the historic and industrial development of a town with more than 300,000 people. The Mayor’s enthusiasm was not entirely shared by the rest of the councillors. Alderman William Smith admitted that the Mayor had asked him to second the proposition but he had refused to do so, ‘because he did not feel himself sufficiently interested in the matter’. Alderman Brittain, who did agree with the resolution, told the council that he thought it was desirable to aspire to the dignity of a city but he agreed with Smith that there was not much in it. Alderman Bradley was not aware that there was such widespread feeling in the town in favour of this proposal. On February 7th, Sir Godfrey Lushington wrote to the town clerks of both Leeds and Sheffield to say that the Queen had accepted both recommendations, and they both would be awarded the status of cities. (Walton, M., Sheffield: Its Story and its Achievements, Sheffield, Amethyst Press, 1984)
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