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In 'Creatures of the Night (Boxed Set Edition),' readers are invited into a darkly enthralling world where the boundaries between the mortal realm and the supernatural blur. This collection spans a variety of literary styles, from gothic horror to speculative fiction, encapsulating the diverse and significant contributions of its authors to the theme of nocturnal entities. The anthology is rich with historical and cultural contexts, bringing together stories that range from the eerie to the fantastical. Each piece, whether it delves into the lore of vampires, ghosts, or lesser-known entities, stands out for its unique approach to the theme, showcasing the wide array of fears and fascinations that night creatures inspire. The inclusion of seminal works alongside lesser-known gems offers a comprehensive exploration of the theme's evolution across time and literary movements. The contributing authors and editors of 'Creatures of the Night' are a distinguished ensemble with deep ties to the genres of horror, fantasy, and folklore. Their collective works reflect a profound engagement with the supernatural and its place within human culture and imagination. From the pioneering gothic tales of John William Polidori to the dark fantasies of Robert E. Howard, and the folklore-infused narratives by Marie de France, this anthology spans centuries of literary innovation. The authors' backgrounds are as diverse as their storytelling, contributing to a rich tapestry that explores the many facets of fear and fascination with the night and its inhabitants. Aligning with movements from romanticism to the pulp fiction era, these stories collectively interrogate the enduring allure of the mysteries that lurk in the shadows. 'Creatures of the Night (Boxed Set Edition)' offers readers an unparalleled journey through the night's veil, presenting a unique opportunity to engage with the works of literary giants across the ages. This collection is an indispensable volume for enthusiasts of supernatural fiction, providing a broad spectrum of perspectives on the creatures that haunt our nightmares. As a scholarly exploration of nocturnal mythology and a celebration of storytelling's power to explore the unknown, this anthology is a compelling invitation to revisit the shadows with fresh eyes, encouraging a deeper appreciation for the complexities and richness of night creature lore.
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Algernon Blackwood's JOHN SILENCE SERIES - Complete Collection is a captivating exploration of the supernatural and the unknown. With its intricate plots and detailed character development, the series delves into the realms of mystery and horror, providing a unique blend of psychological depth and eerie atmosphere. Blackwood's vivid descriptions and rich prose style add to the eeriness of the narratives, creating a truly immersive reading experience that will leave readers on the edge of their seats. Set against the backdrop of early 20th century England, the series reflects the author's fascination with the supernatural and the occult, making it a landmark in the genre of supernatural fiction. Blackwood's work stands out for its originality and ability to evoke a sense of otherworldly mystery and fear, making it a must-read for fans of horror and mystery literature.
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O. E. Rölvaag's 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' is a seminal work in Norwegian-American literature, exploring the struggles of Norwegian pioneers in the harsh lands of the American frontier. Rölvaag's literary style blends vivid imagery with a deep psychological portrayal of the characters as they confront the natural challenges and isolation of the prairie. The narrative is rich with symbolism and themes of the struggles of immigrant life, making it a compelling read for those interested in pioneer literature and American history. The book is a reflection of the author's own experiences as an immigrant and his deep connection to the hardships faced by early settlers on the prairie. O. E. Rölvaag, born in Norway and immigrated to the United States in 1896, drew upon his personal experiences to write 'Giants in the Earth'. His deep understanding of the immigrant experience and his aim to preserve the history of Norwegian pioneers motivated him to craft this richly detailed saga of survival and endurance on the prairie. I highly recommend 'Giants in the Earth: A Saga of the Prairie' to readers interested in the immigrant experience, pioneer life, and the cultural history of the American frontier. Rölvaag's masterful storytelling and nuanced character development make this a timeless classic that continues to resonate with readers today.
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Andrew A. Bonar's 'The Biography of Robert Murray M'Cheyne' is a meticulously researched and engaging account of the life of one of the most influential figures in Scottish church history. Bonar's writing style is both informative and compelling, offering readers a vivid portrayal of M'Cheyne's ministry and impact on the evangelical movement of the 19th century. The book delves into M'Cheyne's personal struggles, his commitment to biblical preaching, and his fervent dedication to spiritual growth, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in Christian biography or Scottish church history. Bonar's attention to detail and deep familiarity with his subject bring the story of M'Cheyne to life, providing readers with a rich tapestry of historical context and theological insight. Andrew A. Bonar, a close friend and contemporary of M'Cheyne, was uniquely positioned to write this definitive biography. As a minister himself, Bonar shared M'Cheyne's passion for revival and evangelical mission, giving him a firsthand perspective on the events and movements that shaped M'Cheyne's life and ministry. Bonar's intimate knowledge of his subject shines through in this account, making it a valuable resource for scholars, pastors, and lay readers alike. I highly recommend 'The Biography of Robert Murray M'Cheyne' to anyone interested in the lives of influential Christian leaders, Scottish church history, or the development of evangelicalism in the 19th century. Bonar's insightful analysis and engaging narrative style make this book a must-read for those seeking a deeper understanding of M'Cheyne's lasting legacy.
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Johann David Wyss's 'The Swiss Family Robinson; or, Adventures on a Desert Island' is a classic adventure novel that follows the tale of a Swiss family stranded on a deserted island after a shipwreck. The book is written in a descriptive and vivid style, immersing readers in the daily struggles and triumphs of the family as they navigate their new environment. Wyss's detailed descriptions of the island's flora and fauna add depth to the narrative, making it a rich reading experience. Set in the 19th century, the novel reflects the spirit of exploration and survival prevalent during that time period. The story also contains moral lessons about family unity, resourcefulness, and adaptability, making it a timeless and beloved tale for readers of all ages. Johann David Wyss, a Swiss author and military chaplain, drew inspiration from his own experiences and values to write this enduring novel. His background in education and religious studies likely influenced the themes of resilience and cooperation seen throughout the book. 'The Swiss Family Robinson' is recommended for those who enjoy adventure stories with a focus on family dynamics, survival, and the beauty of nature.
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The awakened interest in supernormal phenomena which has taken place in recent years has included in its wake the absorbing subject of Vampirism. Yet there has not been any collection published of vampire stories which are common to all the five continents of the globe. The subject of vampirism is regarded more seriously to-day than it was even a decade since, and an attempt has been made in this volume to supply as far as possible all the instances which could be collected from the various countries. How far a certain amount of scientific truth may underlie even what may be regarded as the most extravagant stories must necessarily be, for the present, at any rate, an open question; but he would indeed be a bold man who would permit his scepticism as to the objective existence of vampires in the past or the possibility of vampirism in the future to extend to a categorical denial. If this collection of stories helps, even in a slight degree, to the elucidation of the problem, the book will not have been written in vain.

DUDLEY WRIGHT.

Authors’ Club, 2 Whitehall Court, S.W.,

1st September, 1914.
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What is a vampire? The definition given in Webster’s International Dictionary is: “A blood-sucking ghost or re-animated body of a dead person; a soul or re-animated body of a dead person believed to come from the grave and wander about by night sucking the blood of persons asleep, causing their death.”

Whitney’s Century Dictionary says that a vampire is: “A kind of spectral body which, according to a superstition existing among the Slavic and other races on the Lower Danube, leaves the grave during the night and maintains a semblance of life by sucking the warm blood of living men and women while they are asleep. Dead wizards, werwolves, heretics, and other outcasts become vampires, as do also the illegitimate offspring of parents themselves illegitimate, and anyone killed by a vampire.”

According to the Encyclopædia Britannica: “The persons who turn vampires are generally wizards, suicides, and those who come to a violent end or have been cursed by their parents or by the Church. But anyone may become a vampire if an animal (especially a cat) leaps over the corpse or a bird flies over it.”

Among the specialists, the writers upon vampire lore and legend, two definitions may be quoted:—Hurst, who says that: “A vampyr is a dead body which continues to live in the grave; which it leaves, however, by night, for the purpose of sucking the blood of the living, whereby it is nourished and preserved in good condition, instead of becoming decomposed like other dead bodies”; and Scoffern, who wrote: “The best definition I can give of a vampire is a living mischievous and murderous dead body. A living dead body! The words are idle, contradictory, incomprehensible, but so are vampires.”

“Vampires,” says the learned Zopfius, “come out of their graves in the night time, rush upon people sleeping in their beds, suck out all their blood and destroy them. They attack men, women, and children, sparing neither age nor sex. Those who are under the malignity of their influence complain of suffocation and a total deficiency of spirits, after which they soon expire. Some of them being asked at the point of death what is the matter with them, their answer is that such persons lately dead rise to torment them.”

Not all vampires, however, are, or were, suckers of blood. Some, according to the records, despatched their victims by inflicting upon them contagious diseases, or strangling them without drawing blood, or causing their speedy or retarded death by various other means.

Messrs Skeat and Blagden, in Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula (vol. i. p. 473), state that “a vampire, according to the view of Sakai of Perak, is not a demon—even though it is incidentally so-called—but a being of flesh and blood,” and support this view by the statement that the vampire cannot pass through walls and hedges.

The word vampire (Dutch, vampyr; Polish, wampior or upior; Slownik, upir; Ukraine, upeer) is held by Skeat to be derived from the Servian wampira. The Russians, Morlacchians, inhabitants of Montenegro, Bohemians, Servians, Arnauts, both of Hydra and Albania, know the vampire under the name of wukodalak, vurkulaka, or vrykolaka, a word which means “wolf-fairy,” and is thought by some to be derived from the Greek. In Crete, where Slavonic influence has not been felt, the vampire is known by the name of katakhaná. Vampire lore is, in general, confined to stories of resuscitated corpses of male human beings, though amongst the Malays a penangglan, or vampire, is a living witch, who can be killed if she can be caught in the act of witchery. She is especially feared in houses where a birth has taken place, and it is the custom to hang up a bunch of thistle in order to catch her. She is said to keep vinegar at home to aid her in re-entering her own body. In the Malay Peninsula, parts of Polynesia and the neighbouring districts, the vampire is conceived as a head with entrails attached, which comes forth to suck the blood of living human beings. In Transylvania, the belief prevails that every person killed by a nosferatu (vampire) becomes in turn a vampire, and will continue to suck the blood of other innocent people until the evil spirit has been exorcised, either by opening the grave of the suspected person and driving a stake through the corpse, or firing a pistol-shot into the coffin. In very obstinate cases it is further recommended to cut off the head, fill the mouth with garlic, and then replace the head in its proper place in the coffin; or else to extract the heart and burn it, and strew the ashes over the grave.

The murony of the Wallachians not only sucks blood, but also possesses the power of assuming a variety of shapes, as, for instance, those of a cat, dog, flea, or spider; in consequence of which the ordinary evidence of death caused by the attack of a vampire, viz. the mark of a bite in the back of the neck, is not considered indispensable. The Wallachians have a very great fear of sudden death, greater perhaps than any other people, for they attribute sudden death to the attack of a vampire, and believe that anyone destroyed by a vampire must become a vampire, and that no power can save him from this fate. A similar belief obtains in Northern Albania, where it is also held that a wandering spirit has power to enter the body of any individual guilty of undetected crime, and that such obsession forms part of his punishment.

Some writers have ascribed the origin of the belief in vampires to Greek Christianity, but there are traces of the superstition and belief at a considerably earlier date than this. In the opinion of the anthropologist Tylor, “the shortest way of treating the belief is to refer it directly to the principles of savage animism. We shall see that most of its details fall into their places at once, and that vampires are not mere creations of groundless fancy, but causes conceived in spiritual form to account for specific facts of wasting disease.” It is more than probable that the practice of offering up living animals as sacrifices to satisfy the thirst of departed human beings, combined with the ideas of the Platonist and the teachings of the learned Jew, Isaac Arbanel, who maintained that before the soul can be loosed from the fetters of the flesh it must lie some months with it in the grave, may have influenced the belief and assisted its development. Vampirism found a place in Babylonian belief and in the folk-lore and traditions of many countries of the Near East. The belief was quite common in Arabia, although there is no trace of it there in pre-Christian times. The earliest references to vampires are found in Chaldean and Assyrian tablets. Later, the pagan Romans gave their adherence to the belief that the dead bodies of certain people could be allured from their graves by sorcerers, unless the bodies had actually undergone decomposition, and that the only means of effectually preventing such “resurrections” was by cremating the remains. In Grecian lore there are many wonderful stories of the dead rising from their graves and feasting upon the blood of the young and beautiful. From Greece and Rome the superstition spread throughout Austria, Hungary, Lorraine, Poland, Roumania, Iceland, and even to the British Isles, reaching its height in the period from 1723 to 1735, when a vampire fever or epidemic broke out in the south-east of Europe, particularly in Hungary and Servia. The belief in vampires even spread to Africa, where the Kaffirs held that bad men alone live a second time and try to kill the living by night. According to a local superstition of the Lesbians, the unquiet ghost of the Virgin Gello used to haunt their island, and was supposed to cause the deaths of young children.

Various devices have been resorted to in different countries at the time of burial, in the belief that the dead could thus be prevented from returning to earth-life. In some instances, e.g. among the Wallachians, a long nail was driven through the skull of the corpse, and the thorny stem of a wild rose-bush laid upon the body, in order that its shroud might become entangled with it, should it attempt to rise. The Kroats and Slavonians burned the straw upon which the suspected body lay. They then locked up all the cats and dogs, for if these animals stepped over the corpse it would assuredly return as a vampire and suck the blood of the village folk. Many held that to drive a white thorn stake through the dead body rendered the vampire harmless, and the peasants of Bukowina still retain the practice of driving an ash stake through the breasts of suicides and supposed vampires—a practice common in England, so far as suicides were concerned, until 1823, when there was passed “An Act to alter and amend the law relating to the interment of the remains of any person found felo de se,” in which it was enacted that the coroner or other officer “shall give directions for the private interment of the remains of such person felo de se without any stake being driven through the body of such person.” It was also ordained that the burial was only to take place between nine and twelve o’clock at night.
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