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Physical Characteristics of the Miniature Pinscher


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: In correct proportion to the body. Tapering, narrow with well fitted but not too prominent foreface.


Skull: Appears flat, tapering forward toward the muzzle.


Ears: Set high, standing erect from base to tip. May be cropped or uncropped.
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Eyes: Full, slightly oval, clear, bright and dark even to a true black, including eye rims, with the exception of chocolates.


Neck: Proportioned to head and body, slightly arched, gracefully curved, blending into shoulders, muscular.


Muzzle: Strong rather than fine and delicate, and in proportion to the head.


Nose: Black only, with the exception of chocolates.


Lips and Cheeks: Small, taut and closely adherent to each other.


Teeth: Meet in a scissors bite.


Forechest: Well developed.


Color: Solid clear red. Stag red. Black with sharply defined rust-red markings. Chocolate with rust-red markings.


Forequarters: Shoulders clean and sloping with moderate angulation. Elbows close to the body. Legs—As viewed from the front, straight and upstanding. Pasterns strong, perpendicular.


Topline: Back level or slightly sloping toward the rear.


Body: Compact, slightly wedge-shaped, muscular.


Tail: Set high, held erect, docked in proportion to size of dog.


Hindquarters: As viewed from the rear, the legs are straight and parallel. From the side, well angulated. Thighs well muscled. Stifles well defined. Hocks short, set well apart.


Coat: Smooth, hard and short, straight and lustrous, closely adhering to and uniformly covering the body.


Feet: Small, catlike, toes strong, well arched and closely knit with deep pads. Nails thick, blunt.


Size: 10 inches to 12.5 inches in height allowed, with desired height 11 inches to 11.5 inches measured at highest point of the shoulder blades.
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Although primarily a companion dog today, the Miniature Pinscher originated as a farm dog in Germany in the 1700s.
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MEET THE “MIN PIN”


It’s a narrow dirt footpath beside a country road. Bordering the walk-way is a tall row of hedges that separates pedestrians from the private property on the other side. Strolling down the path, you hear dogs barking behind the hedgerow. There are two dogs, small by the sound of their voices, but very determined in their warning alarm. “Keep away” is the loud and clear message.


You come to the corner and follow the footpath around the corner. The hedgerow now opens up to a lovely front yard with a gate and a flower-covered fence. You look beyond the front gate and see the source of the unrelenting barking: two Miniature Pinschers, one dark red and the other black-and-tan. They stand side-by-side, their Toy-dog bodies pulled up to present a fearless image, larger than the dogs themselves, as they warn you to stay off their property. Their proud and alert countenances make you forget their diminutive size.


Suddenly, amid the barking and displaying, the owner emerges from the house beyond the front yard. She speaks softly yet firmly to them. “Quiet! Enough!” The dogs look back at her and comply as they run to greet her. She bends down to praise them and then moves forward again. The dogs give one final bark as if to say, “We’ll have the last word here!” Again they race back to the gate.
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Similar in appearance to the great German guard dog, the Doberman Pinscher, the Miniature Pinscher did not originate from the Doberman and is actually the more ancient of the two breeds.


As you chat with the dogs’ owner, you watch as their behavior turns from that of fearless guard dogs to that of happy house pets, clowning around at their owner’s feet. “This is Bromley,” says the owner, pointing to the black-and-tan dog. “She’s named after the town where she was born. And my handsome red devil here is Midas. He’s the leader of the pack.”


A brief neighborly chat later, you bid the lady and her dogs farewell and continue your walk. As you stroll along the country road, you think about Bromley and Midas. You admire their obvious and complete sense of self. You also like the love and respect they show their owner. Finally, you like the way they look. You start to suspect that the “Min Pin,” as the breed is affectionately called, might be the perfect breed of dog for you, too. You’ve been contemplating buying a dog for some time. Now, considering your lifestyle, the Miniature Pinscher appears to be just what you’ve been seeking in a companion.


Doing your homework and researching the breed now becomes a priority. You are anxious to learn more about this plucky little dog who thinks he’s a giant. Maybe, before long, you’ll have a Min Pin in your own home!


ORIGIN OF THE BREED


The Miniature Pinscher originated on German farms in the 1700s. They were bred to be ratters and were probably developed by crossing Dachshunds and Italian Greyhounds, with the addition of some terrier blood. Contrary to common belief, the Miniature Pinscher does not originate from the Doberman Pinscher, a large look-alike breed that did not evolve until a century later. In fact, the only similarity between Dobermans and Min Pins is the fact that they both claim terriers among their ancestors.


Originally, the Miniature Pinscher was called the Reh Pinscher, a name that referred to a small red deer that roamed the German forests. Until the late 1800s, the breed was produced without much regard to standardization. As long as the dog was small and could be an effective rat hunter, it was acceptable as a Reh Pinscher.


In 1895, the Pinscher Klub, now known as the Pinscher Schnauzer Klub, emerged as the inspiration for the breed. Standards of perfection were set, correct temperament was spelled out in detail and colors were defined clearly. This marked the formal beginning of this unique little breed. It was at this time that the official classification of Toy dog was designated. Today, Min Pins are often referred to as the “King of Toys.”


Naturally erect ears were a must for the breed in Germany, whereas in America cropped ears were (and still are) permitted as well. Docked tails were called for and coats were to be short and smooth, and were to lie close to the skin. Coat colors were defined as red, stag red (red mingled with black hairs), black and rust or chocolate and rust.




CROPPED EARS


In the United States, the Miniature Pinscher’s ears may be cropped or natural, but must stand erect. Cropped ears, shown here, are prohibited in Australia and Africa as well as in the UK. Cropping Miniature Pinscher ears in Great Britain was outlawed at the beginning of the 20th century.
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WHAT IS EAR CROPPING?


Ear cropping consists of surgically trimming the ear leathers and then training the ears to stand upright. Originally, cropping was done to prevent the ears from being bitten by any adversary. With fighting dogs and terriers, cropped ears gave the opponent less to hang on to. Ear cropping also was considered important for cosmetic purposes, as it gives the dog a very smart look. Today the tradition of cropping ears has been banned in some countries; in these countries, dogs of any breed with cropped ears cannot be shown. Dogs can be shown in the United States with either cropped or uncropped ears, but certain breeds are rarely seen in the ring with uncropped ears. Erect ears are a must in the Miniature Pinscher; in the US, they can be either cropped or natural.
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The Min Pin was defined as a proud, vigorous little dog with a hackneyed gait and a fearless presence. He must be alert and graceful, with an unshakable devotion to his master. In addition, he must display speed and courage. In other words, he’s a dog with an attitude and he lets the whole world know it!


These standards of perfection have changed little from those early days. They remain the guiding blueprints for the breed around the world.


FROM SCANDINAVIA TO THE REST OF THE WORLD


The breed’s first appearance beyond its land of origin was in the Scandinavian countries. Even today it is a favorite breed in Denmark. From that region, it spread throughout Europe (it is still a favorite today in the Netherlands and Italy) and into the British Isles, where people embraced its vibrant personality and great intelligence, as well as its ease of care.


From 1905 to the beginning of World War I, the Miniature Pinscher grew rapidly in popularity as more and more people became aware of the breed’s desirable characteristics. During the war, however, breeding and the refinement of breed traits came to a halt. Then, in about 1915, interest in the breed renewed and serious breeding resumed.


Shortly thereafter, German immigrants brought Miniature Pinschers with them to the United States. It is thought that the breed first arrived here around 1919, with the first representative of the breed being registered with the American Kennel Club (AKC) in 1925. The breed was first shown in the AKC’s Miscellaneous Class, although numbers in the early years were small. At that time, the breed was registered as the Pinscher (Toy).


Then, in 1929, the Miniature Pinscher Club of America was formed with the aim of getting the breed officially recognized in the Toy Group. The breed first was moved to the Terrier Group and shown there, but by 1930 the club had achieved its goal and the breed earned classification as a member of the Toy Group, with the name Pinscher (Miniature). It kept this name until 1972, when it was changed to Miniature Pinscher, the name by which we know these dogs today.


The breed’s popularity continued to grow well into the 20th century and, by 1998, the Miniature Pinscher in the United States ranked 16th in AKC registrations, which was a great improvement over the ranking of 53rd in popularity 20 years earlier. The breed began the 21st century in the AKC’s top 20, with registrations around the 20,000 mark. As a matter of fact, one of the greatest American Toy dogs of all time was the red Miniature Pinscher named Ch. Rebel Roc’s Casanova von Kurt.


The Miniature Pinscher Club of America (MPCA) has overseen the breed standard and the revisions it underwent in the 20th century. The first standard was established in 1929, and it has evolved into the standard currently in effect, last revised in 1980. Interestingly, some early versions of the standard, being based on German standards of the time, made reference to the Min Pin’s appearing similar in looks to the Doberman! Obviously those references were deleted, and no mention of the Doberman has appeared in the Miniature Pinscher standard since 1950.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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BRAIN AND BRAWN


Since dogs have been inbred for centuries, their physical and mental characteristics are constantly being changed to suit man’s desires for hunting, retrieving, scenting, guarding and warming their masters’ laps. During the past 150 years, dogs have been judged according to physical characteristics as well as functional abilities. Few breeds can boast a genuine balance between physique, working ability and temperament.
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Min Pins are popular as show dogs in the US and around the world. In the ring, they display an impressive presence that belies their small stature.


Aside from developing the breed standard, the MPCA has safeguarded the best interests of the breed in all aspects since the Min Pin’s early years in the US, and the club continues as the breed’s parent club today. Some of its functions are to regulate breeding, conduct health research and education, coordinate breed rescue and assist prospective owners in making a wise decision about choosing the breed. It also organizes shows and events for the Miniature Pinscher; the club’s annual specialty is a major event in the dog world for Min Pins and their devotees. The club publishes also publishes a timely and informative newsletter, the Pinscher Patter.


It is interesting to note that there are far fewer ancient artistic records of the Miniature Pinscher than there are of many other breeds. This fact is easily understood when you consider that Min Pins were dogs of the farmers, not of the aristocracy. Hunting hounds and giant-breed guard dogs as well as the tiny Toy dogs bred to accompany “milady” were recorded often in artwork. However, through the years, some Miniature Pinschers have been depictedby artists in oil and watercolors, in carvings and engravings and on tapestries used as wall and floor coverings.
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Gregarious and intelligent, the Min Pin requires an owner who is available and willing to accept the responsibility (and affection) of this “King of Toys.”


For example, in 1856, the artist George Earl painted an oil portrait of a white English terrier named Prince. Studying that image, one can appreciate the striking resemblance, except for the color, between Prince and the modern-day Miniature Pinscher, even to the cropped ears. Of course, the written word also serves as documentation for the Miniature Pinscher’s historical significance.
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The Miniature Pinscher is not a simple breed. For example, there are two basic questions one might ask about any dog: Do they bark much and are they aggressive toward people or other dogs?


With many breeds, these questions would be answered simply with either yes or no. Not so with the Miniature Pinscher! The answer to both of these questions is both yes and no; thus, an explanation is necessary. There are many facets of the Min Pin’s character, and the best way to get to know the whole dog is to define each aspect individually. We will first become more acquainted with the Miniature Pinscher before attempting to answer these questions.


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


We begin our study of the breed with an overall impression of the physical traits of the dog. What does he look like? The Min Pin is small, compact, muscular and alert. Weighing in between 6 and 8 lb (3–4 kg), he should stand between 10 and 12.5 inches at the shoulder. He is well balanced, with a short, close coat and an elegance of style that gives him an abundance of eye-appeal.


He is self-possessed, fearless and high-spirited, which is visibly evident in his well-groomed, proud countenance. He is a dog that, despite the onset of old age, continues to be energetic and playful throughout his life.


The overall look of a Min Pin is that of a sturdy little dog without an extra inch of coat or useless trimmings. The dog’s elegance results from a solidly built body, a gracefully curved neck, a head that tapers from the top of the skull to the dark-tipped nose and ears that sit high on the head above slightly oval, dark eyes.


PERSONALITY


The Miniature Pinscher is an intelligent dog, quick to learn whatever his master wants to teach him. A major asset of the breed is his eagerness to please master and family. He believes he owns his home and the people in it. Though he can be stubborn at times, he loves the limelight and will clown around endlessly for a crowd who shows its enthusiasm with applause. In addition, the Min Pin has a charming sense of humor.
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The picture of balance and symmetry, the Min Pin is a small, compact, attentive dog with all aspects in proportion.


Min Pins do well in the sports of agility and obedience competition, and also trick training. With their many talents, they make stylish show dogs.


The Min Pin is an adaptable dog, readily adjusting to a variety of different environments and living situations. He can conform to life in small quarters, such as apartments and small houses, just as well as he can fit into large homes or farms. It is also possible to house-train him to newspaper indoors, making him an ideal pet for those unable to exercise their dogs outdoors.


The Min Pin is a curious dog and, without proper supervision, can get into all sorts of trouble. If he somehow finds his way out of the fenced yard, he will play “catch me if you can!” with his owner for hours. The owner’s natural instinct to chase the dog only serves to further incite the dog’s desire to play! This can be a dangerous situation for the dog, which is why a securely fenced yard and supervision are always necessary, and the dog should always be kept on lead in unfenced areas. A securely fenced-in yard that has been screened carefully for potentially dangerous objects such as nails, broken glass, small tools, hazardous plants, etc., is the ideal way to give the Min Pin all the exercise he needs. However, the owner must be diligent in keeping the area secure by watching out for holes, broken boards and small openings that would allow the dog to escape. You can bet that if the fence has a fault, the dog will find it!
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The curious Min Pin is always up for something new. This dog enjoys a splash in the kiddie pool.


The Min Pin’s inquisitiveness can lead him into danger zones inside the home as well. Small objects on tables and countertops are invitations for him to grab them and see what they’re all about. Stealing cushions from the couch and pulling out the stuffing is a hazardous activity, to say nothing of the cost of replacing the damaged cushions.


Chewing on electrical cords and tearing apart objects that might contain poisonous substances can prove fatal, so great care must be taken to create a dog-proof environment and supervise the dog at all times. In the event that an owner cannot keep a watchful eye on his Min Pin, the dog should be contained safely in his own crate.


Since Miniature Pinschers are high-energy dogs, they need to be mentally and physically challenged in order for them to stay in optimum condition. Training the Min Pin is a given. Many people feel that small dogs don’t need schooling, but this is a serious misconception. Little dogs are cute, but they do naughty things just as big dogs do. However, adorable little dogs are usually more easily forgiven! This line of reasoning is a recipe for trouble with a dog. If a Miniature Pinscher does something he shouldn’t do, the owner should teach the dog not to repeat the behavior. If the dog gets away with misbehaving, you can be sure that he will do it again and again.


Using physical force to stop the dog from doing something will prove very destructive to the dog/owner relationship. Instead of correcting a bad behavior with negative reinforcement, it is far more effective to reward acceptable behavior right from the beginning. Enrolling in a beginner’s obedience course teaches the owner how to train his dog and teaches the headstrong little Min Pin how to pay attention and obey his owner. Thus, dog and owner will build a bond together that will last a lifetime and make living together a rewarding and harmonious experience. Then, instead of living with a cute dog, the owner will live with a cute, well-mannered dog! That’s an enviable combination that’s hard to beat.




DOGS, DOGS, GOOD FOR YOUR HEART!


People usually purchase dogs for companionship, but studies show that dogs can help to improve their owners’ health and level of activity, as well as lower a human’s risk of coronary heart disease. Without even realizing it, when a person puts time into exercising, grooming and feeding a dog, he also puts more time into his own personal health care. Dog owners establish more routine schedules for their dogs to follow, which can have positive effects on their own health. Dogs also teach us patience, offer unconditional love and provide the joy of having a furry friend to pet!
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ANSWERING THE QUESTIONS


DOES THE MIN PIN BARK MUCH?


Now, back to the two questions that were posed at the beginning of the chapter. First, does the Miniature Pinscher bark a lot? True to his nickname, the “King of Toys,” the Min Pin is fearless and, despite his small size, makes an excellent alarm dog as well as an imposing guardian of home and family. However, his high-pitched, incessant barking can become a nuisance unless he is trained to stop barking on command. When the dog barks unnecessarily or for too long, the owner should speak in a stern voice and say “No! Quiet!” When the dog stops, even if it is only for a moment, the owner should say “Good boy. Good quiet” in a soft, pleasant tone of voice.


If verbal correction proves ineffective, the owner can try using water in a spray bottle. When the dog barks, the owner goes to the dog, says “No! Quiet!” and squirts several sprays of water in the dog’s face. Dogs do not like water in their faces, so he will gasp and shake his head. Most importantly, he will stop barking as he shakes his head. At that moment, the owner should begin praising the quiet dog with a soft tone of voice to show approval of the dog’s compliance. Generally, a few incidents of using a spray bottle when the dog refuses to quiet down will prove successful. In the future, all you will have to do is show the bottle to the dog to remind him to stop barking on command. Eventually, the simple command of “No! Quiet!” will suffice on its own.


Left untrained, Min Pins can be rowdy, noisy little dogs who bark at the slightest disturbances. When trained, they are well-mannered, quiet dogs who bark only for alarm and cease barking upon command. So the answer to this question is, indeed, both yes and no. Remember Bromley and Midas? It’s the owner’s choice and a simple matter of training. Setting lifestyle rules should be done when the dog is first acquired. Min Pins are intelligent and, when taught properly, they will accept their leaders and obey the rules because they want to please.


ARE MIN PINS AGGRESSIVE?


Second, are Miniature Pinschers aggressive toward people or other dogs? Again, the answer could be either yes or no; the dog’s behavior depends upon the dog’s owner. For example, if an owner allows his Miniature Pinscher to bark and run to snap at a visitor’s ankles, the dog will think that this behavior is acceptable and will continue to act in this manner whenever someone comes to visit. Before long, the dog will be labeled as vicious and uncontrollable.
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