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  The Ministry of Lesbian Affairs was first performed at Soho Theatre, London, in a co-production with Damsel Productions, on 6 May 2022, with the following cast:
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  It was revived at Kiln Theatre, London, in a co-production with Antic Productions and Damsel Productions, on 13 June 2025, with the following cast:
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  ‘We created our letters, our assembly, LGBTQI, fragile, fabulous, furious, because we needed each other; we needed to become each other’s resources. We needed each other; we need each other; we still do.’




  Sara Ahmed




  

    

  




  




  Characters




  LORI, Black, early thirties




  ANA, white, early thirties




  DINA, Arab, late thirties/early forties




  CONNIE THE CONDUCTOR, sixties




  FI, a wheelchair user, forties




  BRIDGET, trans woman, fifties




  ELLIE, woman of colour, exploring a non-binary identity, twenties




  DINA’S HUSBAND




  DANNY




  THE DRUNK GUY AT THE BAR




  HANDYMAN BARMAN IN GAY BAR




  One male actor, Arab, thirties, to multi-role as all the male roles




  

    

  




  




  Setting




  London, present day. Choir rehearsals take place on a Saturday afternoon in a run-down community centre.




  Dialogue




  A dash ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an interruption from the next speaker.




  An ellipsis (…) at the end of the line indicates a trailing-off of the sentence.




  A slash ( / ) indicates overlapping dialogue.




  Notes on the Text




  Dialogue has been largely assigned, but some of the Chorus lines are left open to be allocated in rehearsal as the director deems appropriate.




  Warm-ups for rehearsals and fillers may be improvised as the director sees fit.




  The role of Fi was written with a wheelchair user in mind. However, this is not to exclude actors with other mobility impairments who might find themselves unable to access a building without a ramp.




  This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.




  

    

  




  Prologue




  January. A space that resembles an old church or run-down community centre. There is an outdoor patio/entrance with a few steps up to the main hall, which includes an upright piano. A small lesbian CHOIR begins to narrate, perhaps over the first couple of bars of the piano intro to ‘My Favourite Things’ by John Coltrane.




  CHORUS. There’s a choir




  Mostly, though not exclusively




  A choir of women




  A choir of women who love women




  These are not ordinary women




  These are women you do not see




  They don’t appear on covers of beauty magazines




  Or star in films that grace our TV screens




  These are women who live on the margins




  Women to whom the world has historically denied




  Dignity and visibility and pride




  These are women




  Who’ve had to fight




  For space




  For name




  For place




  For the right




  To defy expectations




  To live and love and thrive




  And yet they must hide




  Or choose to hide




  Because sometimes that way




  Life is easier




  But on Saturdays




  They meet




  Just a small number




  Every week




  In a ramshackle venue




  Just off Dean Street




  To sing




  The CHOIR begins to sing, of course…




  




  ACT ONE




  Scene One




  The CHOIR is singing a rendition of ‘My Favourite Things’ with alternative lyrics. They sound good, but comical in their sincerity and performativity, and hit the occasional dud note. They are, after all, a no-audition choir of varying abilities.




  CHORUS. Feminist essays and cute rescue kittens




  Sensible footwear and vegan nutrition




  Multiple orgasms and sharing feelings




  These are a few of our favourite things




  Girls with tight buzz cuts and she-slash-they stickers




  Short fingernails and highly skilled lickers




  The soft brush of pubic hair on my chin




  These are a few of our favourite things




  When the patriarchy bites




  When the ex-girlfriend stings




  When I’m feeling pre-menstrual




  I simply remember my favourite things




  Then I don’t feel so bad!




  Perhaps halfway through the song, LORI and ANA arrive late and listen from the entrance to the CHOIR which continues to sing. They are bickering and whispering so as not to disturb the CHOIR.




  LORI. Couldn’t we have got something to eat first?




  ANA. Oh no, they’ve started!




  LORI. I’m starving.




  ANA rifles in her bag.




  ANA. Have some nuts.




  LORI. Some nuts?!




  ANA. Let’s go in after this song.




  LORI. Why a lesbian choir? I hate lesbians.




  ANA. You’re a lesbian.




  LORI. Don’t remind me.




  ANA. See, this is your problem.




  LORI. My problem?




  ANA. Yes, your homophobia.




  LORI. My homophobia?




  ANA. You don’t need to repeat everything I say, it’s very undermining.




  LORI. Undermining?




  ANA. Well, you won’t eat the nuts, and you –




  LORI. Give me the nuts.




  LORI tips a portion of the nuts into her mouth – they’re shouting now and do not notice that the CHOIR has stopped singing and can easily hear the shouts. CONNIE, the conductor, looks crossly towards them.

OEBPS/Images/pub.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
Iman Qureshi





