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introduction


For many of us the lure of living by the water is the ultimate siren’s song. As organic as the ocean and as warm as summer sand, surfside style brings comfort, beauty, durability, charm, and a sense of well-being to interiors and creates a haven from the hectic pace of day-to-day life. Its versatility lends itself to a variety of looks from comfortably modern, to cottage appeal, tastefully rustic, island flair, and a free-spirited attitude that welcome personality, practicality, and poetic beauty.


These dwellings embody feelings of vacations, relaxation, and romantic vibes. Large or humble, they are dreamy sanctuaries that evoke emotion and nurture one’s soul. Though their decor varies, these homes share a love of the coast and represent the bright, beautiful, and energizing aura of life on the water.


While prevalent on the beaches of America’s Atlantic and Pacific coasts, surfside style can now be seen anywhere and reaches far inland because it is as much a state of mind as a reality.


Surfside style is all about creating calming, airy spaces that beckon with an easy-going, restorative, and seductive laid-back mood. But it is also about the connection with nature through outdoor living areas, beautiful views, and organic materials. With their soothing colors and cozy informality, Surfside Style homes, and sand and sun-lovers, live in blissful harmony with their surroundings.
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quintessential elements
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colors


For an environment that feels equally soothing and inviting, nothing beats classic hues ranging from deep and soft blues to neutrals like sandy tones, whites, buttercreams, and soft grays. For a lively and fun mood, cheerful and vibrant colors that take their cue from sunsets and citrus hues do the trick. Whichever combination appeals to you, one thing remains constant: when you live by the water you can’t help but be inspired by your surroundings.


SUNSET HUES
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Just as artists are inspired by nature, you can look to the outdoors for inspiration and for unexpected color combinations to re-create indoors. This room’s accents bring to mind the fiery reds, oranges, and blues of an island’s summer evening skies.


These brilliant hues can be overwhelming on a large scale so dabble in sunset tones via a piece of furniture or smaller accessories. Peach pillows, bright green and orange chairs, and vivid red pendant lights add a tropical punch and create a sunset-like layer, while the crisp white walls and ceiling soften the effect and keep the room feeling fresh and bright.





WHITES
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Nothing says beach better than interiors filled with a cool or pearly white backdrop paired with other muted tones. Consider white walls your easel. Art assumes greater prominence on a white backdrop. When a room, like this one, is filled with natural light, it makes sense to keep the mood bright with soft neutrals. This room riffs off the outdoor theme with a wood table, nature-inspired art, greenery, and accents in the colors of water and sand. Pops of blue inject a just-right visual break from the cocoon of white.





TURQUOISE
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While blue is a standard seaside color, watery shades of turquoise are a familiar nod to coastal decor and appear frequently to keep the beachside ethos strong. Its many shades, hues, and tones conspire to create a world of happiness and harmony. The color is deeply ingrained in human history, from the Egyptians to Native Americans. It is believed that turquoise has spiritual healing powers so it’s no surprise that the color brings feelings of tranquility and calm to any space.


The obvious allure of turquoise lies in that romantic image of white sandy beaches and blue waters. Turquoise, aquamarine, teal, and the many other variants work beautifully in an ocean-side decorating scheme. Including this favorite shade in a room is easily accomplished with a few accents like the chair, table, and art that bring a beachy feel to this corner. Turquoise is a color that combines the glitter of a jewel tone with the freshness of nature and the relaxation of an exotic getaway.





NEUTRALS
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Natural neutrals echo rolling dunes, sand, and driftwood, and provide harmony with nature while allowing textural elements to take center stage. The tranquil scheme provides welcome visual breaks, excellent backdrops, and restful moods. Here a light rug warms the wood floor while balancing the brightness created by the white fireplace and walls. A cluster of nature-themed accessories adds understated interest, as do a few blue accents that contribute a little dimension and also tie the space to its coastal roots.





BLUES
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Blue is the lifeblood of the coast and its beloved shades come in as many moods as the sea and sky. With the soft blue of the walls and the view of the water as backdrops, this living room’s furnishings embrace their surroundings. Several shades of blue work in chorus in spite of their diversity. By keeping the overall tone on the lighter side of the color and varying the patterns, the color palette doesn’t fall flat, thanks to an abundance of fabrics that ensure continuity and cohesiveness while providing a soothing ambiance.







surfside embellishments


For a big impact with a coastal vibe and beachy flair, including iconic shore items is a must. Think surfboards, shells, starfish, sea glass, buoys, glass floats, and driftwood. They are the cornerstones of surfside style decor.


SURFBOARDS


Surfboards are the ultimate beach toys! When living surfside, what could be more fitting than including an iconic board inside or outside?


Surf culture is nothing new and its inclusion into interiors has become a design staple. Incorporating a surfboard in a room makes it feel simultaneously relaxed and put-together, adds a uniquely adventurous and fun-loving personality, and creates a focal point. Set outdoors, these legendary wave riders give any space an instant chill vibe.
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Huddled under a palm tree next to a colorful little shack, a cheerful display of well-loved and much-used boards pays tribute to the nearby swells and their owner’s love of the sport, while giving the space an undeniable cool vibe. As surfers know, it’s always time to hang ten, and these boards are ready to ride at a moment’s notice.
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An orange board is a bright note in a sea of green. Its distinctive shape also contributes to the outdoor space by bringing an added dimension and balance to the slender shower.
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The elegant lines, beautiful grain from balsa wood, and graphic design of this hand-shaped board make it a work of art perfectly suited to the simplicity of the space.
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Because of their size, surfboards are a notable addition to any room. This living room gets the perfect juxtaposition of boho and playfulness with a surfboard placed in a corner. It not only makes an impact, but it also pays homage to a free-spirited and relaxed lifestyle, and helps the room feel open and inviting.





SEASHELLS, STARFISH, CORAL, AND SEA GLASS


Seashells, starfish, and corals are naturally gorgeous. Their versatility makes them some of the most sought-after decor items to display the shore’s beauty. Grouping shells together gives the impression of a well-curated collection, but even a single large one can become a focal point. Smaller ones can be used to hold an assortment of jewelry on a vanity, tea lights in any room, or keys in the entry. Whether you prefer to fashion shells and starfish into garlands and wind chimes, hang from chandeliers, frame a mirror, glue them on a fireplace mantel, or simply gather them in a glass bowl, the possibilities are endless, and all are sure to bring the magical bounty of the ocean inside.
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Corals and shells of various sizes and shapes are unified by similar tone and graphic beauty. Arranging them on a shelf above a bank of windows overlooking the water harnesses the view and brings the coast indoors.
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A collection of etchings and an ample display of spectacular shells integrate the vernacular of the coast in the design with originality and elegance.
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The light streaming through this sculptural conch creates a luminescent effect that amplifies the shell’s lustrous finish, gentle curves, and smooth texture. Its simple beauty and perfect pink hue make it a natural work of art.
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Frosted, smooth sea glass takes many years to acquire its characteristic texture and shape. Rocky beaches and those with coarse sand yield beautiful specimens, especially during low tide and after a storm. Natural wood makes an organic companion for these opalescent treasures.
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Massing sea glass in the same color family in a large bowl is a sure way to make a simple but impactful statement. The infinite variety of aqua hues––ranging from deep, light, and pale turquoise to greenish-blue undertones—complement each other and are further enhanced by the variety of shapes and sizes.
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If you are a fan of crafting there are many ways to show off shapely starfish––from stringing them into a garland to attaching them to curtains, fireplaces, and more, but if you prefer a simple solution there is power in numbers as this cluster illustrates. Like their counterparts that illuminate the night skies, these enchanting sea creatures are truly the stars of the sea.





Sea glass comes from the broken shards of discarded bottles, shaped by time and the tides’ persistent tumbling and turning until the shards’ sharp edges are smoothed and rounded. During that long process the glass loses its lustrous surface but gains a frosted appearance. For beach walkers, there is no better moment than stumbling upon a piece of weather-worn, wave-battered glass. Sea glass inspires a palette of blues, greens, and opalescent whites.


BUOYS, GLASS FISHING FLOATS, AND DRIFTWOOD


Buoys are often used to mark the location of lobster traps. Originally, lobster buoys were created out of wood before they were painted using a number of colors. Today, most are made with Styrofoam but still bear bright colors. Lobster buoys have become something of a quintessential symbol of the New England coast, and as such are coveted by collectors. Vintage or new, these colorful floating devices reflect the romantic, rugged past of the world’s oceans.
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