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PREFACE




 




Dear

reader,




 




we, the publisher, have carefully

reviewed and edited this book, whose original edition dates back to the year

1919. Well over a hundred hours of work have passed correcting it, but still it

was not possible to eliminate all the mistakes that a 20th century

scanner produced. The original scans we had at our disposal were of very poor

quality. While it was possible to correct and eliminate special characters or

false letters, there is unfortunately sometimes a dot where a comma should be,

or a colon where a semicolon belongs, or the odd apostrophe, that a small dot

in the scan generated in the text file. While we still corrected and eliminated

ten thousands of errors, does not hinder the reading pleasure in any way and

still makes this version of this rare book much more valuable than other

versions on the market that have not been edited at all. We think it is fair to

say that this is not 100% of a perfect book, but a 99% edition that has not

been available since the original editions vanished from the shelves. We wish

all readers a great time browsing through the history of Fresno County and the

hundreds of biographies of the most important personalities.


















 




 





BIOGRAPHICAL





 




 




REV. CORNELIUS E. KLIEWER.




 




When we meet a man, in this busy

world of today, who has given his time and money unstintedly to the betterment

of mankind, we feel that no praise can be too great for such an example of

unselfish benevolence. Rev. Cornelius E. Kliewer, founder of Emanuel German

Baptist Church in Fresno, lives solely to help his fellow men, and his unusual

success as a missionary is due to the sincerity and understanding sympathy

shown in his work in the Master's vineyard. Born in Warsaw, Poland, May 25,

1856, he received his education in private schools of his native land. In 1876

he came to America, and six months later declared his intention to become a

citizen of the United States. He was ordained at Hillsboro, Kans., in 1893, in

the German Baptist Church. His first charge was at Newton, Kans., where he

erected a church and served for two years. In 1898 he came to Stafford, Ore.,

remained there six months, and thence went to Salem, Ore., where he remained

four years; in these places, as elsewhere, his missionary duties were carried

on with a zeal which has never failed to meet with success. Rev. Kliewer then

went to Tacoma, Wash., and served in that city five years, building the church

there and leaving it free of debt. He also had a preaching station at Seattle,

and did missionary work in the northern metropolis. 




In 1903, Rev. Kliewer came to

California, his first charge in the state being at Anaheim, Orange County,

where he was pastor three years. This concluded his fourteen years of service

as a missionary of the Baptist Home Missionary Society, and he retired from

active church work for a time, and located in Long Beach, where he engaged in

buying, selling and building, meeting with success, and never failing to devote

much time to church work, though not having a public charge. 




After several years spent in

quietly doing the work which came to hand. Rev. Kliewer again took up his

public duties. In 1907 he came to Fresno and here he built the Emanuel German

Baptist Church, at 2203 Kirk Avenue, at a cost of $2,000, taking his own money

for the immediate building of the church, which is now free of debt, the pastor

having donated $600 as his share of the cost of the edifice. The church has 47

communicants, with about 150 members, including the children, for whom he has

organized a Young People's Society with 30 members: and his wife, who has been

of great help to the pastor in his life work and leads the choir in the church,

has recently organized the Ladies' Aid Society. She has accomplished much noble

work, having been especially active in Tacoma, and in Salem, Ore., as well as,

at present, in Fresno. Rev. Kliewer organized the Mission Sunday School here

and later turned that work over to the German Methodist Church. He uses his own

automobile in doing missionary work, and in taking the sick to hospitals; he

also does missionary work in the Russian colony on the west side. His church

contributes to all public charities, and is prominent in all missionary work in

the city. Rev. Kliewer receives no salary for his services, donating his time

and money for the good cause. He is a member of the Ministerial Union of the

San Joaquin Baptist Conference of Northern California, and helped to organize

the Pacific Baptist Conference on the Coast, and is also a member of the

general ministerial union in Fresno. He takes an active part in revival

meetings in Fresno and can always be found at hand when the spiritual uplift of

the community is being undertaken, as well as when the material needs of

unfortunate humanity are at stake. 




When not busy with church and

missionary duties, Rev. Kliewer has helped in the upbuilding of Fresno, buying

lots and improving same for sale, and has met with success in his business ventures.






Rev. Kliewer was united in

marriage, at Bethany, Ore., December 17, 1893, with Miss Mary Walter, a native

of Germany, and his Christian work has been upheld by her sympathy and devotion

to the cause. Three children have blessed their union: Walter, who died when

four months old; Lorena, wife of Alex Ramer of Fresno; and Elmer, attending

school. Rev. Kliewer has five sons by a former marriage: Henry; Herbert;

Cornelius; Edward; and Harry. 




Rev. Kliewer took a firm and

uncompromising stand against the liquor traffic, from the early stages of the

fight against alcohol. He was the only minister among the German speaking

contingent in Fresno, who openly took part in public demonstrations against the

saloon. He has been fighting rum ever since he was converted, at Hillsboro,

Kans., when he joined the Baptist denomination. At times his uncompromising

stand has made him enemies, but all true Christians will approve. 




 




CARL W. CHRISTENSEN.




 




Since 1912, when the genial

cashier of the allied banks, the Selma National Bank and Farmers Savings Bank

of Selma, Carl W. Christensen, came to the favored section of Fresno County

known as "The Home of the Peach," he has forged rapidly to the front

among the business men of prominence in Selma and vicinity. Congenial, bright,

well-informed and experienced in his line of work, he is known in the business

world as a rapid and accurate cashier and an excellent judge of values. 




Of Danish parentage, his father,

J. P., and mother, M. (Hornbeck) Christensen, who reside in Selma, were born in

Denmark. Carl W. was born at Racine, Wis., December 26, 1877, and was eleven

years of age when his parents removed to Turner County, S. D., where he grew up

on a South Dakota farm. He received his primary education in the Racine and

Turner County schools. Of studious habits, by means of self-study and the

assistance of a private tutor, he acquired an excellent education, and at

nineteen years of age passed the teacher's examination. He taught school four

years in Turner County, S. D., then an opening occurring in the bank of Viborg,

Turner County, he accepted a clerkship in what is now the First National Bank

of Viborg, remaining with the bank eleven years, being cashier during the last

four years. In 1912 he came to California to take his present position, as the

successor of Mr. W. E. Street. He helped reorganize the old Farmers Bank of

Selma and takes an active interest in the business of the allied banks, of

which he is one of the directors. 




He married Miss Etta M. Nielsen,

of San Jose, Cal., and they are the parents of three children: Warren N., Roger

W., and Alan D. Mr. Christensen is an acquisition to Selma's social circle as

he is to its business world. While of a refined and retiring temperament, he is

a young man of excellent musical attainments, coming honestly by his musical

genius, as C. C. Krogh, the well-known violinist and composer of Denmark of the

century just ended, was his grandfather. While a young man at Viborg, S. D., he

attained celebrity as a cornetist and bandmaster, organizing four well known

bands of which he was leader. He became one of the foremost bandmasters in

southeastern South Dakota, playing at the state fairs, and often being called

upon to play during the state capital campaign as well as in the campaigns of

ex-Senator Crawford of South Dakota. 




Mr. Christensen is the owner of

eighty acres near Selma, planted to Thompson seedless and muscat grapes, and

peaches, all in full bearing. In 1913 he built his residence in Selma, which is

located on Logan Street. Mr. and Mrs. Christensen are active members of the

First Baptist Church of Selma. Mr. Christensen takes an active interest in the

financial interests of the church, as well as in the Sunday School, of which he

is superintendent. 




Taking a pardonable pride in the

prosperity and financial standing of his community, he rendered valuable

service in the various drives connected with the activities of the war just

ended. It is needless to say that in its Red Cross, Y. M. C. A., and other

charities, as well as in the Liberty Loans and the recent Victory Loan, Selma

went promptly "over the top," with a considerable percentage of

surplus to her great credit. 




 




J. B. CROCKER.




 




Of New England birth and endowed

with the characteristics that are supposed to belong especially to people of

that section of the United States, i. e., frugality, thrift, and unceasing

activity, J. B. Crocker is well known as a leading horticulturist of the Selma

district, his intelligence and kindly disposition making him a general favorite

in the community in which he lives. He was born at Newburyport, Mass.,

thirty-five miles northeast of Boston, February 5, 1857. 




He is the son of John Crocker, a

ship carpenter and a native of Nova Scotia, and Sarah (Holmes) Crocker. His

father died at Newburyport, Mass., in 1869, at the age of seventy-four, when J.

B. was a lad of twelve. His mother had seven children by her first husband, the

father of J. B. She married a second time and had a son by her second marriage.

She attained the unusual age of eighty-eight before her demise in

Massachusetts, in 1916. 




A half orphan at twelve, Mr.

Crocker at that time began to depend upon his own exertions for a livelihood,

removing from the place of his birth to Maine, where he worked on a farm for

four years. He then went to work in a cotton factory at Great Falls, N. H.,

remaining there six or eight months, until the panic of 1874 caused the cotton

factories to close down. Afterwards he returned to farm work, which he

continued until 1882, then went to work at the marble works at Rutland, Vt.

From thence he went to Iowa, where he worked as a farm hand in O'Brien County.

In 1886 he came to California, where he worked on a farm near Fresno. In 1889

he went to Kingsburg and made his first purchase in the Kingsburg Colony, three

miles east and one mile south of his present place. 




In 1882 he was married to Miss

Mary H. Wildermuth. Of the four children born of their union, the three sons

were United States volunteers in the recent world conflict. Clark W., a

graduate of the Selma high school and Stanford University, was in the aviation

corps at Berkeley; Percy S., also a Selma high school graduate, was a senior in

the Leland Stanford University, pursuing the geological and mining engineer's

course, when he enlisted for service in the World War; Ernest H., a senior in

the Selma high school at the time of his enlistment; and Celia F., a graduate

in the Class of 1918, is now pursuing a post-graduate course. 




In 1907, Mr. Crocker sold his

Kingsburg Colony ranch and purchased his present home place of twenty acres,

three miles east of Selma on the Canal School Reservation. He has always been

particularly interested in education and in 1915 was elected a member of the

board of trustees of the Selma high school, a school that ranks among the very

best high schools in the State of California. 




A true American and an ardent

patriot. Mr. Crocker is held in the highest esteem. He is a member of the

Modern Woodmen. Fie is a fine example of the California rancher who denies

himself much in order to properly rear and educate his children. They are all

high school and some are university graduates, while his three sons bear the

distinction of having rendered excellent service to their country during the

recent war. Percy S. served thirteen months in France, while Ernest H. was in

the Coast Artillery in France. They have their honorable discharges, and came

home safe and sound. 




 




THE SELMA IRRIGATOR.




 




An important factor in the

development and growth of the enterprising community of Selma, Cal., is the

semi-weekly, eight-page newspaper, known as The Selma Irrigator, owned and

edited by J. J. Vanderburgh. 




The first edition of the

Irrigator appeared in 1886, when the paper was founded by W. T. Lyon, who later

became associated with W. L. Chappell, and under the firm name of Chappell

& Lyon the Irrigator continued to be published for several years, in both

daily and weekly editions. 




In 1892, J. J. Vanderburgh, who

at that time was a public school teacher, purchased the interest of W. L.

Chappell, and subsequently engaged in the publishing of the Irrigator under the

firm name of Lyon & Vanderburgh from 1892 to 1897, when Mr. Vanderburgh became

the sole owner of the business. The business soon began to expand under the

efficient management of Mr. Vanderburgh, and in course of time he sold the

little old frame building, which had been the home of the Irrigator for a

number of years, and purchased a block consisting of twelve lots, across the

street, and on a portion of this property he built, in 1906, the present new

and commodious Irrigator Building, a two-story-and-basement brick block, 30 x 60

feet in size. The first floor contains a large office and editorial room, a

large room for the accommodation of the job-printing department, which contains

three electrically operated up-to-date presses, and one large newspaper press

and Omaha folder. The linotype machine used by the Irrigator was shipped through

the Panama Canal, and is one of the first two machines of its kind to pass

through the canal. It is very complete, having three magazines and nine faces

of type, and is regarded as one of the best linotyping machines on the Pacific

Coast. The stereotyping room is situated away from the building to lessen the

fire hazard. The basement of the Irrigator Building is used as a dining hall

and banquet room, having accommodations for one hundred twenty persons, and

this room has often been the scene of many enjoyable banquets. A public hall is

located in the second story of the building and is used as lodge rooms for

various fraternal organizations, also as the church home of the Christian

Science Society, of Selma. The Irrigator Building is a great credit to the

up-to-date city of Selma, "The Home of the Peach," and will be a

standing monument to the enterprise and business sagacity of its builder and

owner, J. J. Vanderburgh. 




The Selma Irrigator has been a

potent factor in the development of this prosperous community and has justly

earned for itself an important place in the front rank of journals of its size

in Central California. It pursues a constructive policy in regard to all that

makes for the good of the community, educationally, religiously, commercially,

and agriculturally; while it is always the uncompromising foe of evil, whether

it presents itself boldly, or in some veiled and alluring form. Mr. Vanderburgh

is ably assisted in the editorial department by his talented wife. 




 




ELMER THOMAS WALL.




 




Among the leading raisin-growers

in the Selma section, Mr. Elmer Thomas Wall stands prominently forth for his

skill and success as a viticulturist. He is an example of a hard-working man

endowed with firmness of character and determination of purpose, qualities that

bespeak the ability and energy which have caused him to attain his well merited

success. 




A native of Missouri, he was born

in Johnson County, May 2, 1872, and is the son of Lieut. James M. and Nancy B.

(Gray) Wall. His father was the owner of an 800-acre stock farm in Missouri and

was a large raiser of mules, horses and beef cattle. A native of North

Carolina, he served with distinction as lieutenant during the Civil War, on the

Confederate side, was body-guard of General Price, and was twice wounded during

his time of service. In 1888 he disposed of his business interests in Missouri

and came to California on account of his wife's health, where, four years

later, in 1892, he died. His wife, who survived him, is living in Fresno. Of

the five children of the parental home, three are living. Benjamin F., who

settled near Selma, died twelve years ago, leaving two children, Lois and Ethel

by name. A daughter, Ona B., single, died in California. The living children

are: Sydney Jackson, a fruit-buyer residing in Fresno; Elmer Thomas; and Erna

Ethel, wife of A. M. Haldeman, who is employed on the Fresno Republican and

owns a twenty-acre ranch adjoining Elmer Thomas' place. 




Elmer Thomas received his

education in the public and high school at Windsor, Mo. A lad sixteen years of

age when he came with his parents to California, in 1888, he engaged with his

father in the fruit-growing business. He purchased forty acres southeast of

Fresno, near Malaga, which he improved and afterwards sold. He bought his present

place in 1916. 




He chose as his life partner Miss

Addie J. Barr, to whom he was united in 1894. She is the daughter of Thomas A.

Barr, and is a sister of Dr. W. T. Barr of Fresno. Mr. and Mrs. Wall are the

parents of three bright and interesting children: Gladys, a graduate of the

Fresno high school, now sophomore in Redlands University; Thelma, attending the

Selma high school; and Warden, a student in the grammar school. 




Mr. Wall has always taken a

lively interest in educational work and was school trustee for fifteen years at

Malaga. He has also served as juryman. While he is a Democrat politically, he

votes for the man best fitted for the position, regardless of party. Mr. Wall

and his family are prominent members of the Baptist Church of Selma. Mr. Wall

is greatly interested in all that advances his community, and he and his family

are highly respected. 




 




E. J. MONCRIEF.




 




Among Parlier's aggressively

energetic and successful young business men is E. J. Moncrief, dealer in hay,

grain, oils and greases, wood, and ice. He was born at Nevada, Mo., November

29, 1888, and is the son of C. E. Moncrief, formerly of Sanger, now living with

his son at Parlier. 




The father, C. E. Moncrief, was

born at Madison, Ind., November 19, 1863, and lived in his native state until

the age of fifteen. He then accompanied his parents, William and Cynthia

(Montgomery) Moncrief, to Vernon County, Mo., where they settled upon a farm

and where the son grew to manhood. He was married in 1884, became a farmer and

the owner of a 160-acre farm. He brought up a family of three children, namely:

Daisy, wife of Mr. Popney, residing at Parlier; E. J., and R. E., the latter

residing in Fresno. He sold his Missouri farm in 1904, and came to California,

settling first at Oakland. In 1908 he came to Reedley. He is the owner of a

ten-acre ranch at Reedley and a twenty-acre ranch at Kingsburg. In politics he

is a Republican, and he and his good wife were members of the Baptist Church.

Since the death of his wife, in the fall of 1917, he has made his home with his

son, E. J., at Parlier. 




E. J. Moncrief was sixteen years

old when his parents settled at Rodeo, Cal., in 1904, and he was in the employ

of the powder company for twenty-seven months, going thence to the oil fields

at Maricopa, where he worked for the Sunset Monarch Oil Company, one of the J.

D. Spreckels interests, until the spring of 1912, having charge of the fishing

tool department and the storehouse on the Sunset Monarch property. During this

time he visited his old Missouri home twice — in 1907 and in 1908 — the latter

year returning with his bride, who before her marriage was Miss Olive Hogge of

Nevada, Mo., one of his schoolmates. 




In June, 1912, Mr. Moncrief

removed to Parlier and engaged in his present line of business on a much

smaller scale. The business has grown and prospered beyond the most sanguine

expectations. Aside from being the public weighmaster, Mr. Moncrief gets ice from

the Central California Ice Company of Fresno and distributes it to his

customers in Parlier and vicinity. 




He has built a cozy bungalow on

his four acres east of and adjoining Parlier, where he resides with his wife

and children, Charlie and Oliver. 




In his fraternal relations Mr.

Moncrief is a member of the W. O. W. He is an enterprising and substantial

citizen, justly entitled to the esteem and respect accorded him, and the family

is highly regarded at Parlier, Sanger, Maricopa, and other places where they

have lived. 




 




OLOF HANSON.




 




The cultivation of a barren piece

of land into thriving orchards and vineyards can rightfully be called a factor

in the development of the county's resources, and Olof Hanson is numbered among

the successful fruit and raisin growers of Fresno County, who have thus added

to its development and have proven substantial and worthy citizens of the

commonwealth. A native of Sweden, he was born at Soderham, August 20, 1859. Mr.

Hanson is the son of John and Kare Hanson, both natives of that country, whose

family consisted of eight children. In 1881 they and their offspring immigrated

to the United States, locating, after their arrival in the new country, in

Kansas. There Olof remained for nine years, working at home with his father on

his farm. 




Olof Hanson and two brothers made

a trip to California in 1890, but Olof was the only one to stay here, and in

the following spring he purchased his present home place, a ranch of eighty

acres in the Wahtoke district, Fresno County. The land at that time was mostly

in a state of wilderness — hog-wallow and grain fields. He now has a fertile,

well cultivated fruit ranch, yielding large returns to the owner. Mr. Hanson

cultivates and raises figs, prunes, peaches, and grapes, specializing in the

Thompson Seedless, Muscats, and Sultana varieties. An experienced and intelligent

rancher, he has met with success in his chosen vocation, and commands the

respect and confidence of the community in which he has made his home for so

many years. He has been a stanch advocate of cooperation among fruit growers

and is a member of the California Associated Raisin Company and the California

Peach Growers, Inc. 




 




J. H. BREWER.




 




A self-made man, an especially

good judge of livestock, and one of Selma's most successful business men, is J.

H. Brewer, senior member of the Selma Meat Company. He was born in Linn County,

Mo., on July 15, 1877, the son of William Jefferson Brewer, who was a large

farmer and stockman there, and a native of Illinois. He fought in the Union

Army and was discharged with an honorable record, which means more than ever today;

and when he died, in 1913, he had rounded out sixty-eight years. Mrs. Brewer

was Amanda Baber before her marriage, and she came from Missouri, her native

state, where she is still living, honored by many, and in particular beloved by

her four sons and three daughters, among whom the subject of this interesting

sketch is the fifth in the order of birth. 




J. H. Brewer's early life was

spent in working on his father's stock-farm, and in attending the public

schools of the neighborhood. Growing up on a Missouri farm, he continued to

till the land for years, and in that state was married to Miss Alice Streets,

the daughter of William and Mantia Streets, esteemed residents of the same

county. He began butchering at twenty-one, and for a year and a half was in

partnership, in the little town of Bucklin. In 1902, however, having heard of

the greater opportunities here, he disposed of his Missouri interests and came

west to California. For a couple of years he worked around in the stock

business, buying, selling and feeding; and then, in partnership with his

brother, A. T. Brewer of the Kingsburg Market, in 1905 they started a meat

business at Sanger. For four years they managed this enterprise and then, being

attracted to the Eschol district, they moved there and bought 220 acres. For

another four years they ran a genuine country market. Then the two brothers

came to Selma and bought the Selma Meat Company, after that owned by J. H. and

A. T. Brewer; and when A. T. sold out, in 1917, Mr. A. C. Casner became the owner

of a half interest. They have three delivery autos and make a specialty of

their own farm and meat products. 




Mr. Brewer, who certainly is a

hustler and one who attends strictly to business, attends personally to the

buying and the outside work, superintends the slaughtering and makes of it the

cornerstone of the market's success. He owns 160 acres four and a half miles

south of Selma, and 80 acres two miles farther south. Mr. Brewer is a popular

member of the Woodmen of the World at Selma, and he never fails to rally to the

support of his country or community. 




 




WILLIAM J. POSSONS.




 




A brilliant Easterner who made a

distinguished place for himself in industrial, commercial, and financial

circles, thereby ruining his health by overapplication to work and duty, and

who found in California's wonderful climate a temporary relief, was William J.

Possons, who died in April, 1917, leaving a widow who, with the aid of her

gifted son, has shown marked ability and achieved success in the management of

his estate. He was born at Ballston Spa, N. Y., November 5, 1855, and reared

there until he was nine years of age, when he removed to Sterling, in the same

State, and grew up on a farm, at the same time attending the public school.

Later, he went to Auburn, and there entered the academic high school, from

which he was graduated with honors. He was foreman for Hayden & Smith, and

after a while removed to Cleveland, where for fifteen years he showed his

unquestioned ability as the superintendent of the Brush Electric Works.

Discovering that he had both a liking and a talent for financial operations, he

joined the staff of the Garfield Savings Bank, in Cleveland, and for about

eleven years was auditor of its many different branches. 




On account of impaired health

brought about through overwork. Mr. Possons resigned from his position of

responsibility, and in 1908 came to California. He had made a couple of trips

to the Coast on previous occasions, and so had become familiar with the state,

and he was not long in selecting Fresno County as the section appealing most to

his experience and judgment. He bought what has become the family ranch,

containing a six-year-old vineyard of wine grapes, with eighty acres on Belmont

Avenue, eleven miles east of Fresno, where he located and built his home. He

put up a fine new residence in modern style, and replaced the wine grapes with

muscat, Malaga, and Thompson seedless grapes, and prepared to get what he could

out of life as a proper reward for his years of wearying activity. 




Thus comfortably situated, Mr.

Possons appeared to have in prospect a fair lease of life, but on April 10,

1917, to the deep regret of his many friends, he passed away, an honored and

devoted husband, father and citizen, and a deeply religious man. He was always

patriotically interested in civic affairs, and as a Republican was invited to

the councils of his party. 




At Auburn, N. Y., December 30,

1870, Mr. Possons married Miss Mary J. Conner, a native of that city, and the

daughter of Joseph and Mathilda (Steel) Conner, natives of Belfast, Ireland,

and members of the ( Grange party, who had married there, and come to New York,

where Mr. Conner was a boot-and-shoe-maker. Mr. Conner enlisted in the Union

army of the Civil War, and was a member of the Seventy-fifth Regiment of New

York State Infantry Volunteers, and saw valiant service in the Battle of Cedar

Creek and other engagements. At the end of eighteen months, and at the close of

the war, he received his honorable discharge. Mrs. Possons was educated at the

Auburn Academic High School. Three children were horn to this highly esteemed

couple: Martha Adla died when she was ten years old; Milton Howlet assists his

mother at the home ranch, having married Gladys McNab, by whom he has had two

children, George Allen and Evelyn M.; and Marion Elida has been attending Mills

College, from which she was graduated with the Class of 1918. The family are

members of the Presbyterian Church. 




Since the death of her husband, Mrs.

Possons has operated the ranch with the aid of her son, and has supported every

movement for the advancement of local agricultural interests, and, in

particular, the California Associated Raisin Company. 




 




ROBERT K. MADSEN.




 




Communities blessed with such men

as R. K. Madsen are the richest in the world, because they are rich in that

which cannot be measured by the dollar standard. One of Parlier's foremost

citizens, Mr. Madsen is president of the Parlier Winery, and also of the River

Bend Gas and Water Company. He was born in Denmark, April 4, 1860, near Odense.

He grew up there and at Aarhus, and other places in Denmark, where his father

lived after returning from California in 1857. 




His father, Jorgen Madsen, was a

native of Denmark, and in his early manhood learned the painter's trade, but

later became a sailor. His father's uncle, Jens Storm, a millwright in Denmark,

came to San Francisco in 1846 and, in the annals of the history of California,

has the distinction of having built the first grist mill at Folsom and the

first flour mill ever built by a man other than a Spaniard in California. A

Chicago publisher, a few years ago, printed a book in English, giving the

history of his life. 




Jorgen Madsen, one of the early

pioneers of California, while a sailor on a voyage to the New World, left his

ship at Havana, and made his way to Vera Cruz, Mexico, in 1848, and, although

it was not the lure of gold that first brought him to Vera Cruz, yet upon

hearing; of the rich finds in California he resolved to try his fortune in the

favored land, and, securing a mule, made his way to the west coast of Mexico,

where he took passage for San Francisco. For nine years he was engaged in

mining and painting, becoming a contract painter in partnership with a man by

the name of Holm, under the firm name of Holm & Madsen, with their place of

business at 58 Clay Street, San Francisco. The business proving profitable, he

remained in San Francisco until 1857, when he returned to Denmark and was

united in marriage with his betrothed, Conradina Rytel. For several years he

ran the hotel at Odense, Denmark, then became interested as a sub-contractor in

the construction of the first railroad ever built in Denmark. He moved to

Mullerup and from thence to Skanderborg, where he became interested in a

flouring mill, and in 1869 removed to Aarhus, where he became a manufacturer

and extensive dealer in brick and lime, and where, after an active, useful and

respected career, he died at the age of seventy-two. He and his good wife were

the parents of Robert Kelly Madsen and Conradine Fanny, the widow of Ankjar

Heegaard, now residing in Copenhagen. 




Robert K. Madsen was well

prepared for a business career in a private academy in Denmark. At the age of

fourteen he left school and began a seafaring life; starting as a junior

sailor, he rose to the position of ordinary seaman and then to that of a

regular sailor. He followed the calling of the sea for nine years, in the

meantime attending the Danish navigation school. He became an officer and was

in the line of promotion when his hearing became impaired, an incident which

exempted him from the seaman's fate of "once at sea always a salt,"

and which was providential, as he was enlisted to go on the Jeanette, then

outfitting at San Francisco for her last voyage to the Arctic. His defective

hearing caused his rejection, and thus he was saved from going. He worked his

way back to New York City as a seaman, and thence took passage for Copenhagen

in 1880 for the purpose of visiting his old home. He learned the business of

making compressed yeast and the distillation of whiskey, then came back to

California after an eight months' visit in Denmark. He was with the Protrero

Yeast and Distilling Company in San Francisco, acting in the capacity of superintendent.

From there he went to the Hay View Distilling Company at South San Francisco,

and then entered business for himself at the National Vinegar Works in San

Francisco. Afterwards he was with the Frank Lewis Pickle Company at Oakland,

and when that partnership was dissolved he and Mr. Lewis formed the Lewis

Packing Company at San Francisco. Disposing of his interests, he went in 1896

to Parlier and purchased the eighty-acre Miller & Company vineyard and

orchard. In the spring of 1897 he moved onto the ranch and continued to operate

it until 1917, when he sold it. The winery was organized in 1900, and Mr.

Madsen's efforts made it a splendid success. It had a capacity of 850,000

gallons of brandy per annum. They made no wine. In 1913, Mr. Madsen became president

of the River Bend Gas and Water Company, in which he had been a stockholder for

many years. He was also instrumental in helping amalgamate the Alta District

Gas Company of Dinuba with the River Bend Gas and Water Company, distributors

to Dinuba, Reedley, Parlier, and Kingsburg. 




On a second trip to his old home

in Denmark, in 1887, Mr. Madsen was united in marriage with Anna Flack of

Aarhus, daughter of Carl and Maria (Peterson) Flack, natives of Denmark, both

now deceased. Of the six children in the parental home one died in Denmark at

the age of forty; the surviving children are: Wilhelm; Henrietta; Ann Maria;

Florentine, and Marie.




Mr. and Mrs. Madsen's union has

been blessed by the birth of ten children, three of whom, Otto, Ellen, and

Halvor, died in infancy. The seven living children are: Georgia, the wife of E.

A. Berryhill, a rancher at Del Rev Fresno County; Carl, who married Miss Etna

Hankey of Sanger, and who is the president of the Parlier Winery and resides in

Parlier; Anna, the wife of Mr. George W. Wiley, stock-raiser, near Orange Cove,

Fresno County Helga, a graduate of the Glenn County high school in the class of

1914, and who also attended the San Francisco Institute of Art one year, and is

well known as an artist of merit; Robert K., Jr., chief electrician and

instructor in the Navy Reserve at San Pedro; Henriette and Herald, students in

the Reedley high school. 




The family home is a comfortable

cottage which is built on the winery property at Parlier. Mrs. Madsen is an

accomplished musician and an acquisition to the social life of Parlier. Mr.

Madsen was a member of the old Raisin Association, in which he held stock and

whose interests he did all in his power to further. He also helped organize the

Parlier Packing and Raisin Seed Company, and also the Vinegar and Pickling

Company at Parlier, which are operated in connection with the winery. 




 




MARTIN J. JUUL.




 




Many of the pioneers of Fresno

County are still identified with the interests of the commonwealth, some as

horticulturists, developing the riches of the soil, some as business men

enlarging the commerce of the state, others as professional men devoting their

learning and mental resources to the good of the people. Among the honored and

thrifty pioneer ranchers of Fresno County, one who has spent twenty-five years

in developing the resources of the soil, and is especially interested in the

growth of viticulture and horticulture, is Martin Juul, residing in the

vicinity of Selma. He is a native of Denmark, born near Grenaae, on February

20, 1863, a son of J. S. and Karen Marie (Rasmussen) Juul, who were both

natives of Denmark, farmer folks, owning about seventy-five acres of land. The

mother died two years ago; the father is still living in Denmark and has

reached the advanced age of eighty-one years. They were the parents of six

children, Martin being the third child and the only one residing in the United

States of America. 




When twenty-five years of age.

Martin Juul decided to seek his fortune in America, so he set sail from

Copenhagen in October, 1888, on the good ship Heckla of the Tingvalla Line, and

after a voyage of two weeks and a half, arrived at Castle Garden, New York

City, having stopped for a day and a half at Christiania, Norway, en route.

Having acquaintances in Fresno County, Cal., it was but natural that he came at

once to the Golden State. After arriving in Fresno County, Mr. Juul secured

work as a ranch hand, being employed by the month. By his association with

English speaking people he soon learned enough of the language to enable him to

conduct his business affairs. After three years of laboring for others he

rented land near what is now Del Rey, but, after one year of paying rent to a

landlord, determined to be a landowner himself and in 1891 purchased his

present place of twenty-five acres. At the time of purchase it was a part of a

wheat field, and having no water for irrigation he was obliged to haul it from

a neighboring ranch. Mr. Juul began to improve his land and in due time planted

ten acres to muscat vines, four to peaches, three acres to Thompson seedless

grapes and one acre to alfalfa. He experienced the discouragements that are

usually the lot of the early pioneer, but, with a resolute spirit and an

indomitable will to succeed, he overcame all obstacles and ultimately won

success and gained a splendid ranch in which he has a justifiable pride of

ownership. 




In 1902, Mr. Juul made a visit to

his native land, and seven years later enjoyed a second trip to the land of his

birth. 




Martin Juul is greatly esteemed

in the community where he has resided for so many years, as a man of high

principles and unquestioned Christian character, a devoted member of the Danish

Lutheran Church at Selma, of which he is a trustee. He is a member and

stockholder of both the Raisin and the Peach Growers' associations, and in

politics he is a Republican. 




 




VICTOR HUGO CRUMP.




 




A family not only emanating from

pioneer stock, but thoroughly Californian, and therefore out and out American,

is that of Victor Hugo Crump, a stockman and rancher on the West Side. His

father was John Gray Crump, a native of Virginia, who had married Nancy Ann

Cox, born in Missouri. He died in 1912, and she passed peacefully away on June

15, 1914. 




When still a young man, John Gray

Crump emigrated to Paris, Mo., and there he both went to school and taught

school. In 1850, when everybody was talking gold, he crossed the plains with a

party of friends, traveling with the slow-going ox teams, and finally reached

the goal of their ambition, the practically unexplored and unsettled state of

California. He mined in Amador and Calaveras Counties, and then located in

Santa Clara County, near Gilroy, where he farmed. In 1860 he settled near

Kingston, in Fresno County, becoming one of the very early pioneers there. He

followed stock-raising but the flood of 1861-62 drove him out. Believing that

Fancher Creek offered still better conditions in that field, he removed to land

near Academy, where he homesteaded 160 acres and followed stock raising. In

1872 he located in Warthan Canyon, in the mountains above Coalinga, and there

he bought 320 acres, which was later increased to 1,340 acres. There he

followed stock-raising the remainder of his life. He was the first post master

of Warthan Post Office and was one of the first school trustees of Pleasant

Valley school district. 




Mr. Crump was a man of sterling

character, supremely honest, openhearted and generous, and especially inclined

to help the poor. A good student and a devouring reader, he took up the study

of law and medicine, the history of the Bible, ancient history and also

political economy; and as he was quite familiar with these subjects, he was a

hard man to beat in an argument. He was a stanch Democrat, but refused many

offers from fellow-citizens to nominate him for public office. He belonged to

the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 




John Crump was twice married. His

first union was with Mary Cox, and after her death he married her sister, Nancy

Ann Cox. Of the children of Mr. Crump, nine grew up and are still living. The

eldest is Mrs. California Wier, who makes her home with her brother on the old

home ranch. She has two sons — Dillard Spencer, the divisional superintendent

of the Southern Pacific Railroad at Portland, Ore., and Cullen Gray of

Coalinga. The next in order of birth is Mrs. Anna West, of Coalinga, who has

four children. Then comes Robert Hayne, who died in 1890. Mrs. Elizabeth

Kreyenhagen, of Coalinga, is the oldest of the second marriage, and whose

marriage was blessed with three children; Victor Hugo, the subject of this

sketch, and after that Mrs. Virginia Bell Croy, of Los Angeles, who has three

children; then there is Frank, who is married and has three children, and

Archibald, who is also a father of two children, and Chesterfield who, with

Frank and Archibald, is ranching in Sacramento County. 




Victor H. was born on Fancher

Creek, twenty-two miles east of Fresno, June 22, 1859, so was only five years

of age when his parents moved to the West Side. He attended school in Pleasant

Valley, and in Warthan Canyon districts. From a youth he learned the stock

business with his father, continuing with him until his death, when he took

charge of the place. When twenty-one he had homesteaded 160 acres and also

purchased land adjoining his homestead, and leasing the old home, he runs about

2,000 acres in Warthan Canyon, where he engages in stock-raising. It has not

all been a path of roses, but has required hard work, energy and sacrifice, so

with foresight fortified with the experience of the past, and an enterprising

spirit prompting and permitting him to dare, where others falter, and at length

to do, Mr. Crump has become one of the leading stock-raisers of Fresno County. 




When Mr. Crump married near

Lemoore, June 28, 1906, he was united to Mrs. Annie Belle (Shore) Merrill, a

native of Santa Clara County, where she was born into a pioneer family that in

1882 moved to Tulare County. Mrs. Crump is the daughter of Gilbert Edward and

Emily ( Bullard) Shore. Born in Missouri, her father crossed the plains in an

ox team train with his parents when six years of age and was reared in Santa

Clara County. Her mother came by way of the Isthmus of Panama. In 1882 Mr. and

Mrs. Shore moved to Tulare County in the portion that afterwards became Kings

County. He was a prominent man, served as supervisor of Tulare County and then

was supervisor of Kings County, soon after the county was organized, for two

terms until shortly before his death. He was a prominent Mason and a past

master of Lemoore Lodge. His widow now resides near Lemoore. Annie Belle Shore

received a good education in the public schools of Kings County, supplemented

by a course at the Santa Clara High. Her first marriage was in 1893, to Strong

Merrill, a native son, born in San Francisco. He was the first undersheriff of

Kings County and was the nominee for county assessor at the time of his death

in 1894. She had one daughter, Mae, by her former marriage, and she is now the

wife of Justin Miller, formerly district attorney of Kings County. Mr. and Mrs.

Crump have five children, and they are:' Anna Victoria; Cecelia Elizabeth;

Laurence Shore, died October 28, 1918; Edward Herndon; and Jeanette Winnifred.

Mrs. Crump is a member of the Neighbors of Woodcraft, and clerk of the Circle;

she is also a member of the Lilly of the Lake Chapter. No. 41. O. E. S., at

Lemoore, of which she is past worthy matron. Mr. and Mrs. Crump are members of

the Methodist Episcopal Church in Coalinga and active in all movements for

moral uplift and welfare of the people of the community. The Crumps own a

residence in Coalinga where the family reside during the school months but the

summers are spent on the ranch. 




 




MRS. ANNA M. ANDERSEN.




 




A lady of motherly qualities and

steadfast Christian character, in which she worthily represents her deceased

husband, the late Niels Andersen, the pioneer among the Danes in this locality,

is Mrs. Anna M. Andersen, like her husband an expert in farming and fruit-raising,

and a good organizer and financier, as has been agreeably demonstrated since

she took charge of the family estate. She is managing the farm by the help of

her sons, all excellent young men, and they have built the beautiful bungalow

house in which she now makes her home. Her ranch is about midway between Selma

and Parlier, and it is frequently visited by ranch fanciers who enjoy seeing a

modest "show-place." 




Mrs. Andersen was born in Denmark,

the daughter of Soren Sorensen, who married Christini Pedersen, and both of

whom were born, married and died in Denmark. She was the fifth of six children,

and three of her brothers preceded her to America. Soren P. Sorensen owns a

forty-acre ranch three and a half miles from Selma; Niels P. Sorensen is half a

mile to the north of her land; and Chris Sorensen, the rancher, is about a mile

away in the same direction. Mrs. Andersen came to America in 1897, and took her

course westward by way of Canada, in which country she stayed for a while. In

1899 she reached the land of promise of which she had heard so much, and at

once built her camp-fire at Selma. The following year she met Mr. Andersen, and

after a brief courtship they were married. 




He was born in Denmark on

September 23, 1860, the brother of Jes Andersen whose biography is sketched

elsewhere in this work; he learned the carpenter's trade in Denmark, and in

1880, when only twenty years of age, left Denmark and came out to the middle

west of the United States. He worked as a carpenter, and at building and

grading a railway in Wyoming, and little by little he made enough progress to

enable him to remove further west. When he reached California, he worked in the

timber woods at Pine Ridge, Fresno County; and continuing to save his money, he

was able to make his first investment in a California ranch. At the same time

that his brother bought twenty acres, he also purchased twenty adjoining, both

tracts being wheat field. The purchase was made of W. J. Berry, the pioneer of

Selma, and has proven an excellent buy. Mr. Andersen had worked for three years

at the famous Boston Ranch at Fresno, and there had acquired valuable knowledge

and experience that stood by him when he came to develop his new possession. 




Later he bought forty-eight acres

more, and, as soon as he could, he planted all his land and otherwise improved

it. He had always been a very conscientious, careful worker, striving for the

highest results and least of all favoring himself, and through overwork and

exposure he was taken with pneumonia, which developed into Bright's Disease,

and he died on October 26, 1915, aged fifty-five years. He was mourned by a

devoted widow, by a whole community, and quite as much by his three children,

Hans, Christian, and Edith. 




Business-like in managing his

private affairs, a man who believed in setting his house in order and in

assisting others to do likewise, Mr. Andersen helped to organize the First

National Bank of Parlier and was on the bank's first board of directors. Men of

far larger affairs reposed their faith in his integrity, no less than in his

judgment, and were never misguided. 




 




HORACE E. NORMAN.




 




A public-spirited citizen,

generous to a fault and untiring for the public welfare, is Horace E. Norman,

the one surviving son of J. L. Norman, the vice-president of the Bank of

Kingsburg. He owns a splendid ranch of about forty acres half a mile north of the

Clay school, and besides operating that, he rents forty acres of his father's

property. He was born in Saunders County, Nebr., on August 1, 1889, but grew up

mainly in Fresno County, having come to California when he was five years old. 




His father, who had much to

contend with and who, as a successful American of an interesting type, is

represented elsewhere in this work, had a career worth noting again. He was

born in Sweden, in 1860, the son of Andrew and Johanna Norman who came to the

United States in the late sixties and settled in Saunders County, Nebr., where

they homesteaded. The tough experiences of a pioneer, in contending against

grasshoppers, cyclones, blizzards and panics, undoubtedly hastened Andrew

Norman's end, for he passed away in Nebraska, while his widow was able to come

west to California, in the middle nineties, bringing her family. J. L. Norman,

as a boy in Nebraska, earned his salt and many times over, so that when he

became of age he was able to assume the leadership of the family. He farmed,

and he also married, taking for his bride Miss Elna Nelson, who was born and

reared in Sweden. When he came to California, he bought and improved twenty

acres of land, and afterward he bought and improved forty acres. He sold the

twenty and bought another forty. On these ranches he set out peach-trees and

muscat vines, and became so active as a successful rancher that he was

naturally made a trustee of the California Associated Raisin Company. Busy as

he has constantly been, he has found time for wide travel, back to Nebraska and

then to Sweden, with his family, and so has become a well-informed leader of

men. As late as the winter of 1916-17, J. L. Norman had erected for his

residence one of the choice dwellings in Kingsburg's select quarter. 




After passing his boyhood

attending the Clay Grammar School, and doing chores, and growing up. Horace E.

Norman was married to Miss Edith Louisa Peterson, at Kingsburg, on January 19,

1916. She was the daughter of Alexander E. and Anna Petersen. Mr. and Mrs. Norman

have one child, Horace M. 




The association of father and son

made Mr. Norman his father's main stay in running the home ranch. He is not

only an excellent worker, but a young man of principle, good judgment, and

common sense. He is one of Fresno County's most promising young men. Mrs.

Norman also deserves her full share of honor, not only for her worthy family

connections, but also for her part in the social life of the community, and she

is, in more than one sense, a model citizen. 




 




JOSEPH MARTIN.




 




Born in Ray County. Mo., in 1862,

Joseph Martin is a son of William and Emeline (Clark) Martin. His father served

in the Civil War and died in Missouri in 1877; his mother is still living and

now resides in Fresno. Joseph grew up in Missouri, where he received a good

education and in April, 1881, he migrated to California and engaged in ranching

in Fresno County. 




Joseph Martin was united in

marriage at Kingsburg. Cal., on September 7, 1890, with Abbygail Woodmansee, who

was born in Ray County, Mo., the daughter of Oliver and Frances (Huddleston)

Woodmansee, natives of Ohio and Harrison County, Mo., respectively. Mr.

Woodmansee was a soldier in the Union Army and served in an Ohio Regiment of

Artillery until the close of the war, after which he came to Missouri where he

was married and followed farming and stock-raising until his death, in 1884.

Resides his widow he left three children: Abbygail, widow of Joseph Martin;

James; and Mary, now Mrs. Kline. After her husband's death Mrs. Woodmansee brought

her family to Traver. Cal., in 1886, and two years later located at Kingsburg,

Fresno County, where she made her home until her death. 




Abbygail Woodmansee was the

oldest child of the family: she attended the public school at Traver, but,

being the eldest, was early obliged to take up the duties of life and assist

her mother with the work at home, becoming her mainstay and greatest help, and

remained with her mother until her marriage to Mr. Martin. After their marriage

Mr. Martin leased a part of the Alfred Baird place near Academy and engaged in

raising grain for three years and then leased a part -of the Simpson place, in

the same vicinity. In 1900 Mr. and Mrs. Martin purchased the old Kern place of

1.800 acres on Fancher Creek, where they engaged in stock-raising and soon

afterwards they bought another ranch of 556 acres close by. In 1910 they sold

the 1,800-acre ranch and purchased the present place of 410 acres in the Round

Mountain District and moved there. During these years Mr. Martin also bought

and sold other ranches. He also found time to serve as a trustee of the Fancher

Creek district. 




Five months after they settled on

the Round Mountain ranch Mr. Martin passed away, on February 11, 1911, at the

age of forty-five years, leaving besides his widow, six children: Harry, who

resides in Fresno; Bertha, is the wife of Lawrence Simpson, of Sanger; Walter,

assists his mother on the ranch; Elsie, is the wife of Clarence Moore of Round

Mountain; Hazel; and Joseph. Since the death of Mr. Martin, his widow continues

to operate the home ranch but leases the Fancher Creek ranch. Mrs. Martin is

one of the very oldest settlers in this part of the county and, like her late

husband, is favorably known and highly respected. 




 




FRITZ E. NORD.




 




A hard-working, progressive,

large-hearted and public-spirited young man, who is equally successful with his

brother, E. M. Nord, reviewed elsewhere in this history, and who is rapidly

forging to the front, socially, financially and politically, is Fritz E. Nord,

a rancher living four miles northeast of Kingsburg, on Central Avenue, in the

Clay school district, where he is clerk of the school board. There he has

thirty acres of land; and there his good wife, who is an excellent mother,

neighbor and citizen, assists him to dispense a liberal hospitality. 




He was born in Sweden on December

13, 1887, and when six months old came to California with his parents, who settled,

with good judgment, in Fresno County, at West Park, and the next year came to

Kingsburg. His father was John P. Nord, and he is still living, a pioneer

rancher in the Kingsburg Colony, having reached his sixty-fourth year. He

married Susanna Timan, and she became the mother of four children. These were

E. M. Nord; I. J., who died on August 3, 1917; Fritz E., the subject of this

review; and Alfred, who was born at Kingsburg and died in infancy. 




Almost a native son, Fritz grew

up on his father's farm and attended the Harrison district school; and when

twenty-one — having meanwhile remained at home to help, as a dutiful son — he

started in for himself by renting land. The next year he bought his twenty-acre

place which he has converted, as if by a miracle, from a patch of weeds into a

highly developed area; and still later he purchased another ten acres

adjoining. On January 21, 1914, Mr. Nord was married to Miss Hannah Anderson of

Kingsburg, and since that time he has been the fortunate enjoyer of a happy

home life. They have three children: Ethel E., Helen V., and Chester A. E. 




Mr. Nord has served as the

efficient clerk of the school board; he is both a member and a stockholder for

the California Raisin Growers Association, and a solicitor as well, and he

succeeded in getting one hundred per cent, of the acreage assigned to him in

his territory, namely. Sections 7-1623, signed up, and subscribed willingly. He

is also a member and a stockholder in the California Peach Growers Association,

and has encouraged all movements to improve the market for the ranchman, and to

produce more stable agricultural conditions, on which so many thousands depend.

This interest of Mr. Nord in commerce and industry has led him to take a live

interest in politics, voting always for the best man and the principle involved;

and while giving loyal support to the national administration, he is keenly

alive to all affairs affecting the community. 




 




E. M. MIKKELSEN.




 




Good and effectual boosters of

the industrious, thrifty, progressive, successful and happy sort, such as arc

always a credit to the land from .which they come, while they are a blessing to

the United States, and just such pioneers as Fresno delights to welcome and to

honor, are Mr. and Mrs. Mikkelsen, a contented, confident couple of superior

and impressive personality. They own a twenty-acre ranch near the Ross

schoolhouse, two miles south of Parlier, and all who know them respect them and

wish them well. 




E. M. Mikkelsen was born at

Hirtshals, Denmark, near the Skagerrak Light House, on March 20, 1871, and

attended the Danish common schools, while he prepared for confirmation in the

Danish Lutheran Church. From fourteen to eighteen he followed fishing; and

having tasted of the romance of sea-life, he came to America and settled at

Merrill, Wis. He sailed from Hamburg on the steamship Prussia of the

Hamburg-American line, and on March 28, 1880, landed at the old Castle Garden

in New York City. 




Settling in Wisconsin, he engaged

in the arduous and dangerous work of a woodsman in the service of various

lumber companies, and for five seasons drove timber down the Wisconsin. Then he

moved to Minneapolis and there, with a partner, ran a Merry-go-Round,

continuing to manage the amusement for a year and a half. He realized

considerable income from his combined labors and investment, and began to plan

greater things. 




Between 1898 and 1900, Mr.

Mikkelsen made a visit to Denmark, and coming back to America and the Pacific

Coast, he settled in San Francisco and engaged in the oyster business. He

became the foreman for the Morgan Oyster Company, being with them seven years.

He then made a second trip to Denmark, staying a year; and after he returned in

1910, he was married, at San Francisco, to Miss Johanna Christina Fredericksen,

a daughter of Denmark, who had come to Iowa when she was sixteen years old, and

there became a trained nurse in the Sioux City Hospital. Later she came to San

Francisco and continued her nursing; and when she married, she was finely

equipped for pioneer work. Mr. Mikkelsen bought his place in 1909, and soon

after his marriage made it his home. They have one child, the light and life of

the household, Envoid Miller, Jr. 




Mr. and Mrs. Mikkelsen are

members of the Danish Baptist Church in Selma. They are thus disposed to aid in

building up and improving Parlier in every respect. They also belong to the

Danish Brotherhood. As members of the Peach Growers and Raisin Growers

associations they also labor to advance Central California's great industries,

and they put in many days of effectual work in the great raisin drive in the

winter of 1917 and 1918. They are enthusiastic advertisers of the country and

the county in which they have had their prosperity; and as loyal citizens, they

vote for the best man and the highest principles. 




 




W. H. DEWHIRST.




 




A young man of such ideals that

his numerous customers not only get the best there is to be had but always find

him courteous in his attention to their wants, is W. H. Dewhirst, the

wide-awake manager of the Selma Rochdale Company store, the famous emporium for

general merchandise. His father was the Reverend A. Dewhirst, a Methodist

minister who died a few years ago, and a member of a well-known family reaching

back several generations in Lincolnshire, England. His mother was Miranda Byrne

before her marriage; and she is still living at Selma. His father belonged to

the Southern Illinois Conference, and following the itinerary assigned him, he

moved with his family from place to place, having at different times a church

and a home at Olney, Claremont, Sumner, Flat Rock, Louisville, Belmont, Oblong

and Bone Gap. In all these places, the good influence of the Reverend

Dewhirst's unselfish work is still felt today; and in each of these places his

excellent wife and attractive family soon found a circle of steadfast friends. 




Born near Olney, in Richland

County, Ill., on August 22, 1883, the subject of our sketch began his education

at the public schools and continued his preparation for life in the rough

school of experience. At the age of nineteen, he had so far progressed that he

was teaching with a second grade certificate; and two years later, he used a

first-grade certificate. Abandoning the class-room for the counter, he went

into a general merchandise store at Passport, Ill., and for two years he

patiently acquired the numerous details of the exacting business. Then he

bought the proprietor out, and for two years conducted the store himself.

Disposing of his entire interest there, he acquired a farm in exchange, and

next experimented in the field of agriculture. 




In March, 1910, attracted to

Selma by its wonderful development, Mr. Dewhirst sold his farm and left the

state in which he had spent some of the best years of his life. He at once

engaged as a clerk with the Selma Rochdale Company, a mercantile house with a

history of unusual interest. The old company was organized in 1900 as one of

the first cooperative stores in the San Joaquin Valley. There were one hundred

eighty-eight members when the company was most prosperous, and the shares were

taken principally by ranchers and horticulturists of the vicinity. However, the

death of the principal supporters led to its dissolution, the company paying

its debts, one hundred cents on the dollar, and also paying the shareholders in

full. In 1912, Mr. Dewhirst was made manager, and he continued with the old

company until it sold out, on December 22, 1917, to J. M. Byrne. 




On January 1, 1918, the present

firm, also known as the Rochdale Company, was organized and its store opened on

High Street, Selma, since which time the public have come more and more to

appreciate its service. Being a very careful business man, Mr. Dewhirst not

only selects with a special view as to what his patrons want, but when he has

been successful in securing what usually cannot be found with his competitors,

he exercises adequate care to see that it is well displayed. From first to last

he applies those business ideals, to which reference has already been made,

with the result that it must be an odd customer who is not eventually and

generally satisfied. 




In his twenty-first year, Mr.

Dewhirst was married to Miss Grace Dewhirst, by whom he has had four children,

Victor, Roy, Fred, and William; and more than ever today his good helpmate

shares his popularity. Both Mr. and Mrs. Dewhirst are members of the Methodist

Church, and with their children they attend the First Methodist Episcopal

congregation. Lately, Mr. Dewhirst purchased his former home on Second Street

from W. R. Dale, where hospitality marked the family life, and once again drew

together a wide circle of friends. 




 




W. R. GORDON.




 




It is not often that a man is

able to test his popularity with safety and success by absenting himself awhile

from the scene of his former activities, but this has been done by W. R. Gordon

who, to the great satisfaction of his numerous friends and his even more

numerous acquaintances, returned to Selma with his family on April 1, 1919, and

two weeks later took possession of the Economy Grocery, which occupies the

south side of the store-room at 1940 East Front Street, Selma. His many years

of experience both as clerk and proprietor have made him thoroughly conversant

with the best brands and qualities of staple and fancy groceries, and he not

only gives his personal attention to the wants of his patrons, but directs the

neat and sanitary disposition of his stock. He is indeed a live wire, and it is

not surprising that he is building up a good trade at Selma. 




W. R. Gordon was born at

Warrensburg, Johnson County, Mo., on September 2, 1883, the son of W. B. Gordon

who married Miss Ada Reed, a native of Little Rock, Ark., who still lives in

Fresno, with her four daughters. When the lad was sixteen years of age, his

parents came with him to Selma, and here his father served the city for four

years as Councilman, dying in January, 1918, when he was fifty-nine years old.

During his tenure of office especially, he was one of the strongest temperance

advocates at a time when Prohibition was decidedly unpopular, and when the

anti-saloon fight was up-hill work, and he stood firmly for a dry Selma. When

he first went into the bitter fight, he ran a busy blacksmith shop and employed

six men in a smithy that was among the best patronized in or near Selma; but as

a result of his uncompromising attitude toward the liquor traffic, he saw his

business dwindle to a point where, with only one helper, he could take care of

all the work that came to his shop. Nevertheless, he persisted in his work of

reform, and Selma became the first dry town in the San Joaquin Valley. 




W. R. Gordon is largely

self-taught and self-made, having been rather a precocious boy when he was in

the grammar schools in Missouri and at Selma. At thirteen he entered a

newspaper office in Missouri, first as "devil," and later as

typesetter on the Johnson County Star, and soon after arriving in Selma he

resumed his work as a compositor, working after school and on Saturdays for

John W. Aikin, editor and proprietor of the Enterprise at Selma. Later on he

was made clerk in Unger's Stationery Store, and later still became a clerk for

the Walter Scott Company, in Selma, remaining with the latter firm steadily for

eight years. He next went to Coalinga and clerked for A. P. May for a year, and

then he bought a store at San Joaquin, in Fresno County, where he also became

postmaster, while conducting a successful general merchandise store. 




In the spring of 1919 he returned

to Selma and bought out W. O. Staley, the former owner of the Economy Market,

and took possession of the grocery department. Mr. Staley had owned and

operated both the meat market and the grocery, but the former he sold to Jess

L. Williams, who took possession the same day that Mr. Gordon did. 




On the second day of July, 1905,

at Selma, Cal., Mr. Gordon was married to Miss Bertha Neer, a native daughter,

whose parents, William and Mary (Bozeman) Neer, ranchers a quarter of a mile

east of Selma, reared her in that favoring town. Mr. and Mrs. Gordon have two

children. Louise and Marada. The family attends the Christian Church at Selma,

and Mr. Gordon is a popular member of the Woodmen of the World. 




 




MRS. CHRISTINE A. PETERSEN.




 




The home of Mrs. Christine A.

Petersen, widow of the late John Petersen, superintendent and president of the

Parlier Winery during his lifetime, radiates the hospitality and good cheer

that its owner is ever pleased to extend to those who are so fortunate as to be

guests within its walls. 




Mrs. Petersen is a native of Denmark,

having been born in Sondre, Tylland, November 22, 1868. She is the daughter of

Hans Iversen Vind and Anna Maria (Schmidt) Vind. Her father was a well-to-do

farmer in Denmark, and both her parents were born and married under the Danish

flag. As a result of the war of 1864, however, Schleswig became a province of

Germany. Although her father died under the German flag his sympathies always

remained with Denmark. In a family of six children who grew to maturity, Mrs.

Petersen is the second child. Two children died in infancy in Denmark. The six

children came to California, viz., Marie, who is the wife of Charles Sorensen,

a chef residing at Fruitvale; Christine Adophine; Hans J., who died single in

California; Petrine, the wife of Christ Andersen, a baker in San Francisco,

where they reside; Jorgine A., the wife of Peter Hansen, a rancher near

Parlier; and Peter Adolph, who is a rancher north of Parlier. After the death

of the father of the family, his widow came to Selma. Cal. She was accompanied

by her invalid son, Hans J., and divided her time between the homes of her

children in various places in California and the home of her son, Peter Adolph

Vind, in the Selma district. The mother lived to the advanced age of

eighty-three, dying in California. 




Mrs. Petersen was reared in

Schleswig and sailed alone from Hamburg on the steamship Harmonia. She embarked

at Hamburg in the early part of September, 1885, and landing at Castle Garden,

New York, lost no time in going to Salinas, Cal., where she arrived October 3,

1885. She met Mr. Petersen — a native of Denmark, born February 26, 1859 — in

the Central Colony, four miles south of Fresno, where they were married May 31,

1889. 




As a young man, Mr. Petersen

served his regular military course in Denmark, afterwards working on farms in

that country. After coming to the United States he worked at various

occupations and trades, finally coming to California. He owned 160 acres in San

Bernardino County. Cal., then became interested in Fresno County viticulture.

He lived six months in the Central Colony, then came to the Parlier district.

(There was no Parlier station at that time). Later, he helped build the winery

at Parlier and for five years served as its secretary and manager. For four

years he was its manager and President. He then purchased twenty acres of

unimproved land. Starting with nothing, the place is now well improved. In

1906, Mr. Petersen built a fine residence. The ranch is on the Consolidated

Ditch and is planted to alfalfa, muscats, Thompson seedless, seedless sultanas,

Malagas and peaches. 




Mr. Petersen died September 10,

1911, at the age of fifty-two and was buried in the Mendocino Cemetery. He was

the first president of the Danish Brotherhood. His widow now owns the ranch. 




Mrs. Petersen bore her husband

seven children. The oldest is deceased. Hannah is the wife of Mr. Henry

Eckenrode, ex-soldier in the Philippines and in the United States Marines, who

is now renting a ranch one and a half miles northwest of Parlier; they are the

parents of one child, Bernice Christine. Henry George, twenty-four years of

age, has just returned from France. He was transferred to the One Hundred

Seventh Ammunition Train of the Thirty-second Division, and saw five months'

active service in the Alsace, the Aisne-Marne or Chateau Thierry, and Soissons

and Argonne sectors. He had several close calls. He was honorably discharged,

May 31, 1919, at the Presidio, and reached home the next day. William Bryan

joined the colors, and served five months at Camp Kearney, and became chief

mechanic; he was honorably discharged at Camp Kearney and came home February 6,

1919. Walter Christian, a lad of seventeen, graduated in June, 1918, from the

Selma High School; John and Antone M., twins, died in infancy. 




Mrs. Petersen is a charming and

accomplished woman, and her well-ordered household bespeaks her qualifications

as a fine housekeeper. She is a consistent Christian and an active church

worker, and she and her family are members of the Lutheran Church, three miles

west of Parlier on the Reedley road. Mrs. Petersen is also a member of the Red

Cross. 




 




SAMUEL HAMILTON.




 




A native son proud of his

association with the great commonwealth on the Pacific Coast, Samuel Hamilton

was born in the Red Bank district of Fresno County, on May 2, 1877, the son of

Stephen Hamilton, who came from Illinois to California in the early settlement

of the state, having crossed the great plains, and for a time followed mining.

Then he moved into Fresno County and became one of the early grain-ranchers

near Red Bank, although he died at Oakland in 1897. Mrs. Hamilton was Albina

Howison before her marriage; she also was a native of the East, and died in the

Red Bank district in 1900. Two children were born of their union; Samuel, of

this review, and Nellie, now a teacher in the Fresno State Normal. 




Samuel Hamilton received the best

education possible in the local public schools and at the Woodbridge Business

College, and from a youth assisted his father at grain-farming. He was united

in marriage at Tarpey, Fresno County, on December 10, 1899, with Miss May Alice

Fleming, who was born at Lewiston, N. Y., and came to California and Fresno

County in 1893 with her parents, J. M. and Emma E. (Odell) Fleming, and she was

educated in the Jefferson school district. 




After their marriage, Mr. and

Mrs. Hamilton continued at grain-farming, in Red Bank, where he operated his

mother's place, until her death in 1900; and then, having inherited the farm

with his sister, he kept on raising grain and stock there for thirteen years.

In 1903 or 1904, he and his sister purchased 160 acres in Enterprise Colony,

and began improving it by setting out twenty-six acres in vineyard: and in 1912

they sold the old Hamilton place. Then he leased a vineyard at Clovis, which he

ran in connection with the ranch of 160 acres; but he did not live to enjoy the

fruits of his labors, for he passed away, February 23, 1914, at the early age

of thirty-seven. After his death, Mrs. Hamilton built a residence on the tract

of 160 acres and continued viticulture and farming, in partnership with Miss

Nellie Hamilton. She made numerous improvements, and among them sunk a fine

well. She resided on the property until 1917; then, on account of needed high

school advantages for her children, she built a residence in Clovis, to which

place she moved; and there she now resides, having rented the ranch. 




Six children were born to this

worthy couple, and five are at present living: Nellie Margaret, a graduate of

the Clovis High School, Class of '19; John Leslie, attending the same; Ellison

Stephen; Doris May, and Samuel Lawrence. Mr. Hamilton was always interested in

the cause of popular education, and served as a member of the board of trustees

of the Red Bank school district. Mrs. Hamilton is a member of Grace Methodist

Episcopal Church at Clovis, and a stockholder of the California Associated

Raisin Company, one of the greatest agencies for the advancement of Central

California. 




 




WILLIAM DUNCAN.




 




A business man of stability and

influence, most interesting to converse with — perhaps because of the many

hardships through which he has gone — is William Duncan, who has built up a

substantial block in the commercial district of Clovis and now enjoys, with his

gifted wife and daughter, the fruits of his years of toil. His grandfather,

Thomas, was born in Scotland; he was a college graduate and an educator; he

crossed the ocean and settled in New York, afterwards teaching in Montreal,

where he was principal of schools. His father, William, was born at Utica, and

growing up to be a farmer, he crossed the border and settled in Ontario. In

1866, he came to Lanark, Ill., and later removed to Albany, Whiteside County,

the same state, where he resided until he died. Mrs. Duncan had been Elizabeth

Burton Williscraft before her marriage; she was born in England, and died in

Clinton, Iowa. She was the mother of eight children, five of whom are still

living. 




Born at Smith's Falls, Ontario,

on June 13, 1857, the second youngest, William was educated at the public

schools, completing the grammar grades in Albany, Ill. When sixteen, he began

running on a Mississippi river boat owned by his brother-in-law, Captain O. P.

McMahon, where he became engineer; but quitting the river, he chose the

blacksmith trade. At Clinton, Iowa, he had a chance to learn the trade with

George Bryant, and he remained with him for three years, or until 1877. He was

also awhile in business for himself. When he sold out, he joined a company of

young men going to the Black Hills, who made their way through the Indian

country to Fort Pierre by means of ox teams. There he prospected and mined,

with varying luck. He and a partner, John F. Straub, located two mines. On

leaving, they let a fellow in as partner with a one-third interest. He

developed the veins but the next year all the records of the location of

mineral claims were burned in the big fire at Deadwood; and taking advantage of

this fact, the rascal jumped both claims and sold them for one hundred thousand

dollars, and neither Duncan nor Straub ever received anything for their share. 




Meanwhile, Mr. Duncan had made

his way from Deadwood to Morrison, Colo., where he worked at his trade, and

later to Leadville, where he prospected and mined. Then he came on to Prescott,

Ariz., where he was a blacksmith with Fred Britt. He next engaged in

cattle-raising with J. H. Hicks, in the Magolone mountains, using the brand of

H-D, the two letters representing the two partners. Hicks and Duncan. After

some years, they divided up, and he continued the cattle business alone in

Strawberry Valley. He had been in the cattle business for sixteen years, and

had prospered, owning many cattle, when a three years' drought came on, and he

lost all that he had. 




While in Strawberry Valley,

Ariz., Mr. Duncan was married to Miss Laura Bell McFarlane, who was born in

Merced County, Cal. She was well-educated and a member of the teaching

profession; and was engaged in teaching when she met Mr. Duncan. Her folks

lived in the San Joaquin Valley; and after they lost all their cattle, they

moved to California in 1895. Here Mr. Duncan engaged in mining in the Yosemite

Valley, on the Mariposa-Tuolumne county line; and with his brother-in-law he

opened and ran the Laurel-LeGrand mine. There they built a five-stamp mill and

put in a hoist and other machinery, using steam power for all the work. Bent on

greater adventure, Mr. Duncan, in 1898, made the journey into the Klondyke,

going to Atlan Lake, then to Dawson, then to Eagle City, traveling 1,500 miles

over ice with dog teams, to Nome, prospecting from point to point. He was two

years and four months in the frozen North, and during that stay, all too long,

went through many hardships, so that he was never before so glad to return to

California. 




Taking up his residence here

again, he located in Clovis, and ran a butcher shop. Then he worked in San

Francisco and Portland, and finally at Coalinga, where he was on the

construction of the water-line. In November, 1908, he bought out Broes Giffin's

blacksmith shop, and continued the business. All he had was a little wooden

shop on two lots; since then he bought three lots adjoining, giving him 125 x 150

feet located on the corner, and built a new blacksmith shop, 50 x 75 feet. He

also built a new brick garage, 50 x 120 feet, and furnished it with modern

machinery. This garage and equipment he rents. He also owns a comfortable

residence. 




Mr. and Mrs. Duncan have had five

children: Maud L., a graduate of the Fresno State Normal, and now Mrs. Brown;

Grace B., also a graduate of the Fresno State Normal, teaching in Oakland;

William J., a graduate of Clovis High School, who died at the age of eighteen;

George, who died at one year of age; and Oliver J., attending the Clovis High

School. Public-spirited, and favoring all that makes for better conditions, Mr.

Duncan is a Republican in national politics, but supports the best man when it

comes to local issues. Both Mr. and Mrs. Duncan enjoy the respect and good-will

of the community. 




 




J. R. HOOP, D. V. S.




 




A young man who has dedicated his

life to the important science of veterinary medicine and who has those

progressive and prepossessing qualities which make him welcome among the most

enterprising residents of Fresno County, is J. R. Hoop, the son of James A.

Hoop, a native of Ohio, and Martha A. Casey, who was born in Indiana. His

parents were married in Iowa and moved to Western Kansas, where Mr. Hoop

engaged in the stock business. Choosing to move still further west, he brought

his family to Santa Ana, Orange County, Cal., in 1906; but although he could

see the many advantages of the Southland, he was not satisfied until, two years

later, he brought his household north to Selma, where the family is now

residing. Here the father is the fortunate possessor of forty acres set to

peaches and vines, while he has a residence with two acres at the city limits,

just north of Selma. He is now at work for the county, hauling oil for road

purposes. Two daughters are: Mrs. A. B. Scholes and Mrs. J. F. Berry, both of

whom are living in Selma. 




Born on June 20, 1888, at Santa

Fe, Kans., and reared in Cowley County, that state, young Hoop attended the

grammar schools of Kansas, while growing up on farm and stock ranches. Thus,

early in life he became familiar with live stock; and that boyhood experience

has been of great value to him. He rode the range as soon as he could keep his

balance in the saddle. When a youth he became a jockey, and weighing only 114

pounds, he rode many famous horses, frequently winning for the owners. 




Mr. Hoop had come to California

with his parents in 1906, but in 1907 he returned to Kansas, and entered the

Kansas City Veterinary College. After completing the three-year course, which

has made that institution notable in the West, he graduated with the Class of

1910. He has not only acquired scientific knowledge, but the latest ideas in

practical devices, and as a result he has the most up-to-date electrical float

and full equipment for veterinary dentistry and surgery. He very successfully

treats anthrax, lumpy jaw, black leg, and tuberculosis, by means of vaccines

and serums, and administers tubercular tests; and he also treats hog cholera by

means of serums. He also castrates ridglings, stallions, etc., very

successfully, having castrated forty-seven ridglings and never lost a case. His

office is at 1612 East Front Street. Selma, and so successful has he been that

he owns the building in which the office is located. He also owns the lots at

the corner of his business street, that is, at the corner of East Front and

Orange Streets. Dr. Hoop is a member of the State Veterinary Medical

Association. 




On February 11, 1913, Dr. Hoop

was married to Miss Mary A. Wagner, a native of Oklahoma, who came to

California about seven years ago. They have one child, J. D., four years of

age. Dr. Hoop owns a handsome five-room bungalow residence at 2465 B Street, in

Selma, where he resided with his family before he entered the service. Fie is a

Mason and a member of Selma Lodge, No. 277, F. & A. M. He also belongs to

the Foresters. He is a loyal booster for Selma and Fresno County, and actively

supports the Raisin Growers' Association. 




Dr. Hoop enlisted in the

Veterinary Corps in the late war and was commissioned lieutenant, serving three

months at Camp Lee, Virginia. When he enlisted he gave up his practice at

Selma. He was honorably discharged on January 1, 1919. Since his return he has

devoted nearly all his time to his two splendid ranches of twenty and forty

acres, respectively, which lie about four one-half miles west of Selma, and

which are in vines. Dr. Hoop and family moved to the city of Fresno upon his

return from the service, and are now domiciled there. 




 




D. A. WILLIAMS.




 




The career of D. A. Williams, one

of Fresno County's successful vineyardists and horticulturists, furnishes a

splendid example of what is commonly termed, a self-made man. He is a man of

sterling integrity and worth and is highly esteemed in the community near

Fowler, where he owns a ranch of 120 acres, on Adams Avenue, one mile west of

Fowler. A native of the Lone Star State. Mr. Williams was born on December 3,

1866, near Georgetown. Texas, a son of William C. and Eliza (Ellison) Williams.

His grandfather. Aaron Williams, was born in Virginia, but migrated to

Tennessee and it was in this state that W. C. the father of D. A. Williams, the

subject of this review, was born. The Williams family are descendants of Scotch

ancestry, although D. A. Williams claims a trace of Welsh blood from his

paternal grandmother. His mother's progenitors, the Ellisons, were natives of

the Emerald Isle who immigrated to the United States, settling in Alabama

during the early days of American history and later moving to North Carolina,

then to Tennessee, afterwards to Texas and finally the present representatives

of the Ellison family migrated to the Golden State. Both the Williams and

Ellison families have experienced the trials, hardships and excitements of

pioneer settlers. William C. Williams, the father of the subject of this

sketch, was a scout and cavalryman during the Civil War, serving in the

Confederate Army. At one time he farmed and raised cattle in Williamson County,

Texas. 




D. A. Williams was united in

marriage with Estella Glossbrenner, daughter of A. F. Glossbrenner, of Fowler,

Cal., the ceremony being solemnized in Mason County, Texas. 




He was identified with the

farming and cattle business in Texas, but owing to failing health, he moved

from there to the Salt River Valley, Ariz., where he was interested in

cattle-raising for six or seven years. 




He arrived in Arizona with his

wife and five children, and only five dollars in cash. Being undaunted by adversity

and fully determined to succeed, he struggled along and by hard work,

intelligent efforts and economical habits, he eventually succeeded. 




In 1907 he moved to Fowler,

Fresno County, Cal., and was engaged in the butcher business from 1909 to 1914.

During the year 1913, he purchased his present ranch of 120 acres, one mile

west of Fowler. By applying the same system of hard work and intelligent

management to the raisin industry, that he did to the cattle business, Mr.

Williams has succeeded equally as well and has gained for himself the

reputation of being one of Fresno County's most successful vineyardists and

horticulturists. 




He is very public-spirited and

always interested in those movements that have as their aim the upbuilding of

the best interests of the community. He still possesses his Mexican lariat

which he used about thirty-five years ago and can throw it today as well and

effectively as any cow-boy. 




Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Williams are

the parents of six children, of whom they are justly proud: Lela, married

George Wilkins and they reside one-half mile northwest of Fowler; Mabel, is the

wife of Porter Brown, and they live in Fowler, where he is the foreman of the

Phoenix Packing House; Lois, was the assistant postmaster at Fowler, she

married Ervin Freer, of Fowler; William, married Mary Jackson, and assists in

running the Williams home place near Fowler; Max answered the call of his

country and served in the United States Army. He was honorably discharged in

May, 1919, and is now assisting his father on the home farm. He was married

July 31, 1919, to Miss Jonnie Newton of Fresno. Robert, who is eleven years of

age, is at home. Mr. Williams is a man of high ideals and unquestioned

integrity and his family are highly respected in their community. 




 




SIMEON EDGAR WILLIAMSON.




 




A native son of the Golden State,

grandson of a forty-niner who was a successful gold-miner and a descendant of

an officer in the Revolutionary War, the subject of this sketch, S. E.

Williamson, is a very energetic and progressive rancher in the Elkhorn school

district, and a director of the Fresno District Fair. He was born at Stockton.

Cal., January 15, 1877, a son of George F. and Ann (Ballard) Williamson; the

former, who died July 11, 1919, was a native of Michigan, whose sketch will be

found upon another page of this history; the latter, a native of the Golden

State, is still living on the George F. Williamson home ranch near Riverdale.

The family came to Fresno County in November, 1885, settling near what is now

Caruthers. The trip was made to the new home with a team and wagon, and S. E.

Williamson, then a small boy, well remembers that the family were detained at

Fresno for three days on account of breaking the wagon tongue. The father

raised wheat at first on a tract of land owned by Timothy Paige, who was a

large landowner and pioneer, the ranch being situated about three-quarters of a

mile south of Caruthers. 




Simeon E. attended the Princeton

school, and when but a small boy evinced a fondness for the "great out-of-doors,"

helping his father on the ranch when but nine years of age. He learned farming

from his father and was always very industrious, which commendable trait has

characterized him through his lifetime. Before coming of age, he started in

business for himself, buying a team and contracting for earth-work, such as

ditch-building, road-making, and reclaiming land, helping to drain the Murphy

slough, by which thousands of fertile acres were reclaimed for farming. In

1898, before the Santa Fe Railway was built, he helped to build the first ditch

in the Laguna de Tache Grant, where Laton now is situated. 




On June 15, 1902, S. E.

Williamson was united in marriage with Miss Alice Hatch, the only daughter of

Mrs. Mary J. Hatch, a pioneer of the Elkhorn school district, a sketch of whose

life appears upon another page of this history. They have six children: Sidney;

Robert, who is called Bert; Mary E.; Edna T.; Francis L.; and George. 




Mr. and Mrs. Williamson make

their home on the old Dennis Hatch ranch, which Mr. Williamson operates, and he

operates a 2,000-acre cattle-ranch besides. He is a director of the Fresno

District Fair, which has proved a marked success; the board of directors

comprises S. E. Williamson, I. E. Dickinson, H. E. Vogel, Frank Helm, A.

McNeill, M. D. Huffman, and P. B. Thornton. Mr. 'Williamson is deeply

interested in educational matters, and since 1912 has ably served as a member

of the board of trustees of the Riverdale High School Mr. and Mrs. Williamson

are highly esteemed in their community. 




 




GEORGE E. LANDRY.




 




Popular in fraternal and business

circles of Fresno and as the assistant secretary of the Fresno Sequoia Club,

George E. Landry is well-known. He was born in Canada, February 15, 1867, the

son of Peter and Mary (Choinier) Landry, farmer folk of Canada. He grew up on

his father's farm and his education was received in the public schools of

Lowell, Mass. After leaving school he went back home to help his father. Both

parents are now deceased. 




In 1886, at the age of nineteen,

Mr. Landry married Mary L. Dion, and they have had five children born to them:

William E. is in the employ of the Staynow Furniture Company in Los Angeles;

Laura is Mrs. Fred Merrill, of Camarillo, Cal.; and Eva, Leo, and Alice are at

home. 




Mr. Landry spent three years in

North Adams, Mass., and then moved to New Bedford, where from 1895 to 1906 he

served as steward of the Wamsutta Club. During his residence in that city he

became interested in the oil business. In 1908 he came to California as the

representative of the New Bedford Oil Company, and for nearly four years he had

charge of their business here. He next became a clerk in the Grand Central

Hotel in Fresno and later was manager of the hotel for eighteen months, or

until January 1, 1917, when he was appointed to the position of steward and

secretary of the staff of the county hospital, by the county commissioners. He

served faithfully until July 1, 1918, and then became assistant secretary of

the Fresno Sequoia Club. 




Mr. Landry is a member of the

Catholic Church, the Knights of Columbus, the Elks and the Commercial Club. In

politics he is a Republican. 




 




A. T. CARLSON.




 




A man who has attained, in a few

years, an enviable success in the commercial and banking circles of Kingsburg,

Cal., is A. T. Carlson, a native of Sweden, where he was born on September 12,

1872. He has been a resident of the United States most of his lifetime, as his

parents brought him to Barnes County, N. D., in 1880, when about eight years of

age. He was reared in Barnes County, and after finishing his education in the

public school of his district he engaged in farming. In 1903, A. T. Carlson

took a trip to California and while visiting Kingsburg. Fresno County, he

became favorably impressed with its location and climatic advantages. With keen

foresight he could discern the future possibilities. Returning to North Dakota,

he sold his interests and moved to California, and during the fall and winter

of 1904-1905 he was engaged in farming. 




Mr. Carlson soon engaged in the

hardware and furniture business, in Kingsburg, with J. F. Nelson. In the spring

of 1906, he purchased the interests of his partner and became sole owner of the

business, which he has continued ever since, as the Kingsburg Hardware and

Furniture Company. Since he took charge of the business its growth has been

phenomenal. Inheriting the characteristic zeal and thrifty habits of the

Swedes, and acquiring the hustle and acumen of the man of affairs in the great

West, it is but natural that we find him today one of the most progressive and

successful citizens of Kingsburg. The rapid growth of the business necessitated

larger quarters; the first building was 36 x 50 feet which soon became too

small. In 1909 the first enlargement was made, but in 1917 it became necessary

to practically rebuild, and the new building is now 88 x 100 feet. The new

store-room is one of the finest and best equipped in the San Joaquin Valley, in

the hardware and furniture line. With its up-to-date cases and displays of fine

merchandise, the store is very attractive. 




Additional evidence of Mr.

Carlson's exceptional ability is found in the fact that he is first

vice-president of the Kingsburg Bank, which he was instrumental in organizing,

and which now has the largest deposits of any bank in Kingsburg. He is

public-spirited and is ready to aid in the furtherance of the educational,

religious, and commercial interests of the community. 




A. T. Carlson was united in marriage

with Miss Emily Nyberg, of North Dakota, who is also a native of Sweden. Mr.

and Mrs. Carlson are the parents of four children: Adolph A.; Nannie; Mildred;

and Esther. Mr. Carlson and wife are leaders in the work of the Swedish Free

Church at Kingsburg, which has recently built a new church edifice. Mr. Carlson

was active in the incorporation of the town of Kingsburg and was elected to the

first board of city trustees and served five years, serving as chairman of the

board one year, a position equivalent to the office of mayor. 




 




RALPH F. MITCHELL.




 




The successful and efficient

superintendent of the California Associated Raisin Company's branch located at

Del Rey, Fresno County, Ralph F. Mitchell, is a native son of the Golden State

having been born in San Juan, San Benito County, on December 19, 1879. He is a

son of Charles E. and Elizabeth (Hewitt) Mitchell, both natives of Vermont who

migrated to California, the former in 1859 and the latter ten years later. Mr.

and Mrs. Charles E. Mitchell were the parents of six children, five of whom

grew to maturity: William H., Robert D., Ralph F., Elizabeth W., and Helen G. 




The early life of Charles E.

Mitchell was spent in the sheep-raising business, and at one time he owned as

high as 15,000 head. Fraternally, he was a prominent Mason and also a member of

the Chapter. He held the office of Grand Warden, and was Grand Patron in the

Order of the Eastern Star. 




Ralph F. Mitchell was associated

with the American Seedless Raisin Company for six years, during four of which

he held the important post of superintendent, a position upon which depends the

volume of business done and the dispatch with which it is executed. In

December, 1918, he became superintendent of the California Associated Raisin

Company's plant at Del Rey, which he is now enlarging, adding a seedless-raisin

packing plant. In fact, preparations are being made to increase the facilities

for handling a greatly enlarged seedless raisin product during the present year

and in the future. When improvements are completed, it will compare favorably

with the best of the association's plants outside of the parent plant at

Fresno. 




In 1906, R. F. Mitchell was

united in marriage with Louise M. Nutting, a native of Berkeley, Cal., and a

daughter of W. R. Nutting. Four children have come to bless and brighten the

home circle: Hewitt F., Franklin G., Esther H., and Richard R. Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell

are active and influential members of the Congregational Church. Mr. Mitchell

is a man of sterling worth and is held in high esteem in business and social

circles. He is one of the directors of the First National Bank at Del Rey,

which will occupy its new structure in 1919. 




 




WILLIAM D. McLEOD.




 




A public-spirited leader of

Kingsburg generous to a fault in all that advances the community, and

therefore, extremely popular, and at the same time one of the most successful

of business men, is William D. McLeod, proprietor of the Rexall Drug Store, one

of the two excellent pharmacies of the town. He came to Kingsburg in 1915 and has

succeeded, by rare qualities applied in a commonsense manner, in winning for

himself a place among the ablest and most influential. 




Mr. McLeod's drug-store is

centrally located. He compounds physicians' prescriptions with exacting care,

and is well assisted, in waiting on his large and growing list of customers, by

two thoroughly trained clerks familiar, like himself, with the oddities and

demands of human nature. He has a soda fountain, deals in books, phonographs,

toys, sporting goods, papers, magazines, cigars, proprietary medicines, and

similar necessities, and is constantly enlarging his trade. His genial

personality, coupled with a thorough knowledge of pharmacy, his wide experience

in business, his sanitary establishment and large and well selected stock, his

courteous attention to the wants of all customers— all these have resulted in

his commanding a large share of the patronage of the locality. 




Mr. McLeod was born at Ottawa,

Canada, and there he grew up, to serve a four years' apprenticeship in a

leading pharmacy and to complete the regular pharmaceutical course at the

Ontario College of Pharmacy, from which he was graduated in 1898. He is duly

licensed in the various States of the Union, as well as in his native Canada.

Being thus equipped, he has seen much of the North American continent, an

experience of value in his professional work. He has held positions as

pharmacist in leading drug-stores in New York City, Toronto, Vancouver, San

Francisco, Nome (Alaska), where he was in 1905, Tonopah (Nev.), and Seattle,

from which city he came to Kingsburg in 1915. In some of these' places he

conducted drug-stores of his own. He was thus pleasantly situated at Tonopah,

where he had made heavy investments, when, by reason of the panic of 1907 the

boom broke and he suffered severe losses. He has always been able to maintain a

good credit, and is enjoying the inevitable reward of playing the game right

and keeping wide awake. 




At Manhattan, N. Y., in April,

1906, Mr. McLeod was married to Mrs. Anetta Finking, nee Attinger, formerly of

San Francisco; and they have one child, Louise, a general favorite. Mrs. McLeod

shares the popularity and good-will enjoyed by her husband. 




To know Mr. McLeod is to like

him. His advent to Kingsburg brought the town a progressive citizen, a good

booster, and a man who, with his charming family, adds much to the community's

status and social life. 




 




WILLIAM ARTHUR TROUT.




 




A young man of much native

ability, an excellent workman who thoroughly understands his business, and an exceptionally

progressive young man distinguished as the prime mover in club and other social

affairs, and in forwarding all that makes for the general uplift of the

community, is William Arthur Trout, who was born in The Dalles, Ore., on April

8, 1885. His grandfather, J. H. Trout, was born in Kentucky and settled in

Oregon; while E. W. Trout, the father of our subject, was a native of Maitland,

Mo. In that state he was married to Miss Laura Gordon, of Maitland, and in time

they came to what was then called The Dalles, Ore., where Mr. Trout worked at

farming. In 1897, the family moved to Salinas, Monterey County, Cal., and there

Mr. Trout was favorably known as an able carpenter and builder. In Salinas he

died, in 1916, following to the grave his wife, who had passed away seventeen

years before. Five children had been given these devoted parents — all sons,

and each in his way promising — and three of these are still living; and among

them, the subject of this instructive sketch was the second youngest. H. G. is

a bookkeeper with the Shell Company at Oilfields; H. E. died at Salinas in

1902, when he was nineteen years old, and E. L. also passed away at the same

place in 1904 and at the same age; and O. C. Trout is serving his country

valiantly in the United States Navy. 




Reared on an Oregon farm until he

was twelve years old, William was educated in the public schools and in 1902

went to San Francisco where, at the age of past sixteen, he was apprenticed as

a sheet-metal worker in John H. Blakeway's works. At the end of two years he

entered the service of the Pacific Blower and Heating Company and in two years

was made superintendent of their plant. Immediately after the great fire and

earthquake, he opened business on his own account at the corner of Eighth and

Folsom Streets. San Francisco, and for a year did sheet metal work of all kinds;

but in 1908 he quit, lured by the greater attractions of Oilfields. 




In April of that year he entered

the employ of the California Oilfields. Ltd., as foreman of the tank department,

and built and started their shop. In August, 1913, when the Shell Company took

over the property, he not only continued with them in the same capacity, but he

enlarged their department through his valuable practical experience. Now it

includes all sheet-metal work, the plumbing and the operation of the three

distilled water-plants. It is indeed a big, busy department; and Mr. Trout is

the foreman of all that goes on there. 




While in San Francisco, Mr. Trout

was married to Miss Ann Irwin, who was born at Waco, Texas, but reared at

Coalinga, where her father was one of the noted pioneers. One child has blessed

this union — Doris, the charm of the household. 




For five years Mr. Trout was a

trustee and clerk of the Oil King school district, and he was one of the

organizers of the Oilfields Club, and the only charter member now left. He was

treasurer from the start, with its sixty-five members; it is now a large club

of nearly 500 members, having some $12,000 of assets and handling about $17,600

yearly. He is supervisor of the social department, which conducts the dances,

lectures, etc., of the club, generally held in the lecture hall in the winter,

and the moving pictures, which are given in the air-dome outside in the summer.

There are pool and billiard parlors, and cigar stands, a place where ice cream

and confectionery are sold, a swimming pool and a circulating library, a branch

of the county library; and provision for base and foot-ball. University

Extension courses and private classes for men have been arranged by Mr. Trout

and his committee, each member of which is keenly alive to whatever may prove

of social and intellectual advantage to the workmen and their families. 




Mr. Trout is a member of the Red

Men in Coalinga, and a charter member of the Netana Tribe, No. 242, Coalinga,

in which he is a past officer and a trustee. He is a Progressive Republican in

politics, and a member of the Coalinga Chamber of Commerce, serving it also as

a director. 




 




VITAL BANGS FINCHER.




 




It is refreshing to read the

story of Vital Bangs Fincher, or Tallie Fincher, as he is familiarly called in

the wide circle of his friends. A wide-awake citizen, inheriting foresight and

force, he is making a wonderful success of his enterprise, assisted by his able

wife, and that despite certain handicaps such as would discourage and defeat

many. He is a native son, having been born near Riverbank, in Stanislaus

County, on January 19, 1873. His father, Levi Nelson Fincher, was a sturdy

North Carolinian, who, after pioneer experience as a boy in Missouri, crossed

the great plains when a young man, in 1850, to search for gold. Two years later

he returned East, by way of the Isthmus of Panama, and while again in Missouri

was married, that same year, to Miss Paulina Moore, a native of Tennessee, who

came to Missouri with her parents. As a pioneer farmer, Levi Fincher moved with

his wife to Kansas; and when, in 1862, his health was very poor, he resolved to

try the Pacific Coast. It was necessary for him to cross the continent in bed,

in a wagon; but the trip helped him, and in time he was able to drive his team

of oxen. He arrived in Sacramento, and near there opened a store as a merchant.

Afterwards he moved to Stanislaus County, and near Riverbank, at a place then

called Burneyville, took up 160 acres and bought 160 more, and was in time very

successful at farming. In 1885 he brought his family to Fresno and bought 800

acres nine miles northeast of the town, where he located. At first he engaged

in grain-raising, and then he set out sixty acres in vines, but soon pulled out

forty acres, because there was no sale for the grape product. Fie raised

alfalfa and grain, and after years of toil, retired. He built a home on

Calaveras Avenue, Fresno. After a most creditable record for accomplishment, on

August 18, 1909, he passed to his eternal reward, dying in the seventy-eighth

year of his age. His wife had passed away in November, 1907, five years after

they had celebrated their fiftieth anniversary. 




Eleven children were born to this

worthy couple. The first-born became Mrs. C. P. Evans, of National City, Cal.;

the second became Mrs. G. D. Wootten, of Santa Cruz; the third is Robert

Fincher of Hanford; the fourth is J. M. Fincher, who resides at Fresno; the

fifth is Mrs. J. B. High, of Madera; the sixth is J. P. Fincher, who ranches on

a part of the old farm; the seventh is Miss Letitia Fincher, of Fresno; the

eighth is Frank W. Fincher, of the same place; the ninth, Miss Elizabeth

Fincher, also of Fresno; the tenth is the subject of our sketch; and the

eleventh is Miss Matilda Fincher, of Fresno. 




Tallie Fincher spent his boyhood,

until he was twelve years of age, near old Burneyville, attending the public

school and doing a boy's chores about the home, and then he came to the present

home farm, continuing his schooling in the Jefferson district. Later he went to

the Stockton Business College, and then to the Fresno High School, from which

he graduated in 1893, after which he engaged in the teaching of school. He

believed in the old maxim that if you would learn a subject yourself you should

try to impart it to others. For a term he had charge of a school in Madera

County, and then he taught at Davis Creek, in Modoc County, at the same time

serving as justice of the peace. When he quit teaching, he took up shorthand

under Musselman at the Fresno Business College, and only gave up that line when

he felt the call "Back to the land." 




For twelve years Mr. Fincher

operated the home farm, leasing it, and raised grain and stock. When the 700

acres were subdivided, he came into possession of fifty acres and bought fifty

acres adjoining, together with ninety acres toward the east. This last acreage

was subdivided and sold at a profit in lots of ten, thirty and forty acres. Now

he devotes all his land to the raising of vines and alfalfa, having ninety

acres of table and raisin grapes, twenty acres in Malagas, and the balance in

muscatels. He has ten acres of alfalfa. Having built a fine residence and

spacious barns, he staked out the vineyard and set out the vines, and cared for

it until his health broke down and he had to limit his activity to

superintending what others did. He is a member of the California Associated

Raisin Company and also of the Melvin Grape Growers' Association, through which

he handles his Malaga crop. 




At Fresno, on March 27, 1895, Mr.

Fincher was married to Miss Beulah Morrison, who was born near Cairo, Randolph

County, Mo., the daughter of Asa P. Morrison, a native of Tennessee who while

in Missouri, was married to Eliza Musick, of that state, a niece of Jesse N.

Musick, of Fresno, to which city they came when, in 1889, they moved to

California. For a while the father was in the livery business; then he was

engaged in farming the Lone Star Ranch, and thereafter was busy with

viticulture. He retired, taking up his residence in Fresno, and died here in 1910.

Mrs. Morrison still resides in Fresno, the mother of five children, of whom

Beulah was the next to the youngest. She was educated in the public grammar and

high schools, and became the mother of two children: Ethel, the wife of F. E.

Moore, who resides in Richmond, Cal., and has two children, Roy and Floyd; and

Herbert B., who is still under the parental roof. 




 




ED J. SOUZA.




 




One of California's very

successful young native sons engaged in the occupation of ranching in Fresno

County, is Edward J. Souza. This energetic young man rents the G. W. Beale

eighty-acre ranch lying two and a half miles southwest of Monmouth. 




Ed Souza was born in Marin

County, California, November 12, 1895, and is the son of Henry Souza and Lucy

(Garcia) Souza, natives of the Azores, colonial possessions of Portugal. The

father was born in 1863 on the Island of St. Michael, and the mother on the

Island of St. George. The father, when twelve years of age, took to the sea.

After three years spent in the occupation of whaling he went to Providence. R.

I., and joined a company of American whalers who were bound for the Arctic,

engaging as cock. He afterwards returned to his native islands and at the age

of twenty was united in marriage with Lucy Garcia at St. George. Sometime after

his marriage he went to Boston, Mass., later removing to New Bedford, Conn.,

where he established his home. He then enlisted in the United States Navy and

went on the training ship Chisel, leaving his wife and family at New Bedford

for two years. His wife became ill, and because of her poor health he came with

her and his family to California in 1889, settling first at San Pablo. Later he

went to Sausalito, where he worked for the Duncan Mill Company for seven years.

It was while working here that his son Ed was born. 




In 1906 the father removed with

his family to Hanford, Cal., and in the fall of that year he came to Selma,

later going to Academy, where for a year he was engaged in wheat raising. He

then rented John Rorden's place of 160 acres, which he farmed successfully. In

1912 he bought a forty-acre dairy ranch two and one-half miles northeast of

Conejo and ran it for one year. He sold it and bought another forty-acre ranch

on the west side northeast of Burrel. He and his wife are the parents of seven

children, five boys and two girls. The eldest, Joseph, who was born at St.

George, January 1, 1884, came to America in 1906. He now assists his brother Ed

in running the ranch. George the second son, is a river and bay captain and the

owner of several tow boats. Henry, is in France with the Twenty-sixth Division

of the United States Army. He fought in the trenches, was wounded and spent

four months in the hospital, afterwards returning to his post. He was gassed in

September, and after recovery took the position of cook in the army in October.

Four years ago he and his brother Ed were engaged together in ranching in

Tehama County, California. The fourth child, a daughter, May by name, is the

wife of Joe Bettencort, a rancher four miles west of Monmouth. Lena, is the

wife of Dan Soranno, who is in France. Ed J. provides a home for his parents on

the ranch he rents, and Alfred, the youngest child is in France and was also

gassed and wounded. He enlisted in the United States Army when seventeen, April

3, 1917, the first to enlist for war in Sacramento. 




Before the war Ed and his brother

Henry rented Frank Helm's large dairy ranch at Herndon. They milked 175 cows

and were doing well, but the ranch was sold, and according to the terms of

their lease they had to give it up. They went to Tehama County where they

engaged extensively in the stock business, incurring a loss of a thousand

dollars in this business venture. Ed then went to Sacramento and for three

years assisted his brother George in running his two boats. In 1918 he rented

the ranch which he is now operating successfully, assisted by his brother

Joseph. The land is planted to peaches and vines. 




Intelligent, industrious,

generous and public-spirited, Ed Souza makes and holds friends. He is kind to

his parents, brothers and sisters, with whom he is a favorite. 




 




THOMAS E. RICHARDSON.




 




One of the largest stock-buyers

and best informed stock-men of his section of Fresno County, is Thomas E.

Richardson, a native son and a descendant of an honored pioneer that crossed

the plains in the early days of California. He first saw the light of day on

November 9, 1875, at Plymouth, Amador County, Cal., and was reared on a ranch.

He received his early education in the public school of Amador County, and when

eighteen years of age went to Angels Camp, Calaveras County, where he was

engaged in mining. 




Mr. Richardson is a lover of fine

horses, and at one time was interested in racing and the breeding of

standard-bred animals. In 1903 he located in Fresno and was the owner of the

well-known stallion "Stamboulet" sired by Stamboul, the latter sold

for $50,000 to E. H. Harriman and had a world's record of 2:07 ½. Stamboulet

had a record of 2:10 ¼ and was the sire of Strathboule, who made a record of 2:13

½. When the racing business subsided his inherent love for horses and animals

naturally led him into the stock-buying business, which he conducted on a commission

basis, and which occupation he has continued to follow ever since. Mr.

Richardson is a very enterprising and successful buyer, and his judgment in

matters pertaining to values and conditions of livestock is very highly

esteemed and much sought after. In 1916 he shipped 10,000 hogs to Kansas City

for E. H. Myers, of Portland, Ore. During the same year he also shipped 1.800

head of cattle to B. C. Rogers, Omaha. Nebr. In 1917 Mr. Richardson shipped 450

head of cattle to C. L. Myers, Kansas City; 950 head of cattle to J. W.

Goodwin, of Chowchilla, Cal.; and 350 cows to Hunter & Lytton, Elko, Nev.

During 1918 his shipments included 350 head of stock cattle to Crane Brothers,

Merced; 500 head to Paul 'Williamson, Stockton; and 400 head of cattle to Thos.

R. Carlysle Company, Squaw Valley. Mr. Richardson owns eighty acres near

Kearney Park, which he uses for pasturing and fattening stock prior to

shipping. 




In Fresno, on March 4, 1908,

Thomas E. Richardson was united in marriage with Miss Evelyn Mugg, born near

Kokomo, Ind., who came with her parents, B. F. and Virginia Velaria ( Lorts)

Mugg, to Fresno in 1900, and now are viticulturists near Dinuba. Mr. and Mrs. Richardson

reside at 159 Forthcamp Street, Fresno. 




 




H. L. WARD.




 




So intimately has H. L. Ward, the

president of the First National Bank of Laton. Cal., and well known civil

engineer of Central California, been associated with the development of this

section of Fresno County, that it can be said that to him more than to any

other individual, is due the wonderful development of the lands of the Laguna

de Tache Grant and the building of the great irrigation system of that section.






Not alone is H. L. Ward a pioneer

of California, but also of Fresno County. He was born in Merced County, near

what is now Old Snelling, on June 28, 1865, the son of Isaac Newton Ward, an

honored pioneer and 49er who crossed the plains with an ox team and mined for

gold in Tuolumne County and where he also ran a ferry across the Tuolumne

River, which was well known in early days as Ward's Ferry. Isaac Newton Ward

was born in Virginia, the ancestors of the Ward family being traced back to

England from whence they came to America in Colonial Days, settling in Virginia

where the family was quite prominent, among the notables being General Ward, of

the Revolutionary War. Isaac N. Ward became a prominent business man and was

elected sheriff of Tuolumne County, also was honored by being a member of the

State Assembly in 1854. He was married to Miss Elizabeth Birkhead, a member of

a prominent family that came to California in 1850, the ceremony being

solemnized near Snelling, Cal. 




The Birkhead family settled at

first near Visalia, and the Birkhead brothers were early settlers and pioneers

near Friant, below Millerton, on the San Joaquin River, where they owned 5.000

acres, raised sheep and followed farming. 




H. L. Ward's childhood was passed

in that vicinity and when about five years of age he came with his parents to

Fresno County and attended the first district school at Fresno Flats, now known

as Oakhurst. His father was elected as a supervisor of Fresno County, where he

farmed and raised stock. 




In 1874, the mother passed away,

and the next year was followed by the father, who left seven orphan children.

H. L. Ward, the subject of this review, was the fourth child and was nine years

of age when his father died. The children were reared in the home of their

uncle. Mr. Birkhead, H. L. Ward remaining with him until he was seventeen or

eighteen years of age. In the winter time he attended school and in the summer

worked on farms and ranches. When seventeen he began to make his own way in the

world and by the time he was twenty-one he had by a hard struggle succeeded in

finding enough spare time for studying and reading to gain sufficient knowledge

to enable him to take the examination for a school teacher, which he

successfully passed and received his certificate to teach; his first school

being at Auberry Valley, in 1886. Mr. Ward continued to teach intermittently

for ten years; in the meantime he was studying surveying and civil engineering,

being his own teacher and instructor, but later on he attended the Vandernailen

School of Engineering, San Francisco, where he pursued a course in engineering.

Mr. Ward became acquainted with Nares & Saunders, the sales agents of the

great Laguna de Tache Grant, who engaged him to survey the extensive acreage.

More than ten years before this he had become acquainted with I. Teilman, the

well-known civil engineer of Fresno, having worked with Mr. Teilman for several

years, and was associated also with him in the year 1899, in surveying the

Laguna de Tache, but in 1900, Mr. Teilman withdrew and opened an office in

Fresno, but Mr. Ward continued the work of surveying the grant for irrigation,

extending and remodeling the Lillis system of irrigation. Not only did he

survey the 68,000 acres in the Laguna de Tache Grant but 20,000 acres bought

subsequently, making a total of 88,000 acres owned by this firm. Mr. Ward

continued to work for Nares and Saunders from 1899 to 1908, then after one year

of rest he engaged with Tom Patterson of Fresno, to survey and lay out the

mains and laterals for irrigating the Patterson Tract, and to lay out the

townsite of Patterson, Cal. Mr. Ward was engaged on this project from 1908 to

1911. During this time he resided at Laton, but in 1911 removed to Patterson,

where for two years he was superintendent of the Patterson project, which included

looking after the ranch as well as overseeing the irrigation and engineering

work. On August 1, 1913, he returned to Laton, where his personal interests now

require most of his time. 




As a financier H. L. Ward has

displayed great ability and was one of the organizers of the First National

Bank, of Laton, which opened for business in 1910, when the former State Bank

of Laton was merged into the First National Bank. The State Bank was organized

in 1908 and in 1909 when it opened for business it had as its officers: W. E.

G. Saunders, of Emmetsburg, Iowa, president; J. O. Hancock, vice president; C.

A. Smith, cashier. 




The present officers of the First

National Bank are: H. L. Ward, president; R. M. Bostwick, vice president; C. A.

Smith, cashier; A. E. Hudson, assistant cashier. The Board of Directors: R. M.

Bostwick, Alice N. Cornwell and H. L. Ward. Mr. Ward is also a trustee of the

Laton Library Association. 




Mr. Ward helped to build the

Kerman branch of the Southern Pacific Railway and was material inspector of the

road in 1891. He was also material man on the line of the Southern Pacific

Railway from Bakersfield to the asphaltum beds on the West Side and at one time

surveyed an irrigation project for the Santa Fe Railway in the Tulare Lake

district, which, however, never materialized. In 1890-91 he was also material

man for building the Pulaski railroad, now a part of the Southern Pacific

system, about twenty miles in length running from Fresno to Pulaski, now

Friant. 




H. L. Ward was united in marriage

with Miss Katherine B. McKenzie, of Laton, Cal, the ceremony being solemnized

in San Francisco, on November 30, 1904. In 1908, he built his beautiful

residence in Laton and, since August 1, 1913, has continued to make this town

his home. Mr. Ward is an authority on irrigation and has been more than

ordinarily successful in subdividing large tracts for disposition in small

tracts to actual settlers. He is a man of resourcefulness and executive force

and has by his unaided efforts succeeded in making a signal success in his

chosen line and has always lived up to his high ideals of honor and lofty

business principles. 




 




JOHN W. ARMSTRONG.




 




The genial proprietor of the Pine

Ridge Hotel and store is John W. Armstrong, who has been a resident of

California for fifty years. He was born in Shelby County, Ill., February 12,

1861; his parents Washington and Delilah (Renfrew) Armstrong; brought their

family across the plains in an ox-team train in 1869, and located near

Stockton, where they resided for ten years, then moved on to a ranch on Little

Dry Creeks above Academy in Fresno County, and there they spent their last

days. 




John W., then a lad of eight and

the youngest of four children, well remembers the trip across the plains with

the slow-moving ox-teams and wagons. His schooling was obtained in the district

where they lived in San Joaquin County. In 1879 he came to Little Dry Creek

with his parents and soon started raising stock on his own account and in time

purchased his father's farm and continued there for a few years. Then he sold

and started in the livery business at the corner of L and Kern streets, the

present site of the Auditorium. His brother James was in partnership with him

and they operated under the firm name of Armstrong Brothers, proprietors of the

Club Stables. They continued in business for twenty years, when they sold out

in 1907. 




As early as 1903, Mr. Armstrong

had purchased the Pine Ridge Hotel, and since 1907 has resided there and

continued to run it as a first class hotel, and it has been a popular stopping

place for stockmen and travelers. The hotel is a large two-story structure and

was erected by Sam Jennings in an open space cleared from the pine and cedar

timber. It is supplied by water from a mountain spring nearby. Mr. Armstrong

also runs a general merchandise store, the building having been erected in 1877

by Gus Bernig. Mr. Armstrong has been postmaster of Pine Ridge post-office for

the past twelve years. The ranch comprises 400 acres upon which he raises

cattle. There is also a full-bearing orchard of apples and pears, a delight to

the travelers, as well as the mountain towns close by whose inhabitants

appreciate the delicate flavor of the fruit. 




Mr. Armstrong was married in

Fresno, being united with Miss Leota Ingram, who came to California from her

native state of Arkansas and they have one child, John W. Jr. Mr. Armstrong is

a well-known and influential citizen and with his estimable wife is popular and

well-liked. 




 




HERMAN GRANZ.




 




A resident of the Golden State

since 1869, a period of almost fifty years, during which time he has watched

with a great deal of interest the progress of the upbuilding of the state and

has done his share to help all worthy projects, Herman Granz of Fresno was born

near Chemnitz, Saxony, Germany, August 1, 1841. His father was Samuel Granz, a

descendant of an old Saxony family. A brother, Louis Granz, lived in San

Francisco for many years and died there, in 1904. 




Reared on his father's farm,

where he learned the rudiments of the various branches of agriculture as

carried on in Germany, Herman Granz attended the public schools in his home

locality, and, when he reached the age of sixteen, he was apprenticed to learn

the cabinet-maker's trade. After he had thoroughly mastered the business, young

Granz set out as a journeyman and worked in Austria, Switzerland and France. He

heard of the great country beyond the sea, in the various places where he was

employed and he made up his mind to come to the United States, and by 1868 he

had made enough money to gratify his ambition. Upon arriving in New York City

he worked at his trade one year in order to become used to the ways of the

country and to learn the way business was conducted in this part of the world.

California was the much talked-of state at that time and the account of its

greater opportunities for young men decided this energetic young man to cast

his fortunes with the newer state. He had saved enough money to bring him to

California and he arrived in San Francisco via Panama. 




Mr. Granz followed his trade in

the western metropolis a short time, then started a furniture factory in Hayes

Valley. Beginning on a small scale, his business increased so rapidly that he

established a factory on Barry Street, and four years later erected a steam

plant on Brannan Street. Here he made furniture of all kinds and had a trade throughout

California and in Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Nevada, and in the Sandwich

Islands, and employed some seventy-five experienced workmen. He carried on this

business successfully until 1887, when on account of ill health, caused by such

close application to the business, he had to leave the city. 




In 1881, Mr. Granz had bought a

tract of land in Fresno County adjoining the Eisen vineyard; at that time it

was raw and undeveloped, and from time to time he set out vines, and when the

railroad (which paralleled his land) was completed to Clovis, he had a

flourishing vineyard. In 1885 he built a winery and began making wine. In 1887

he left San Francisco and settled on his land and thereafter gave his attention

to the manufacturing of high grade wines for which he had built up a good

business. This was one of the pioneer wineries in Fresno County. The capacity

of the plant was increased from time to time until it had a capacity of 250.000

gallons. Mr. Granz erected a large modern country home, beautified the grounds

and in time his became one of the show places on Belmont Avenue, east of

Fresno. His example was followed by others and soon the section became one of

the most attractive and productive in the county. Later he acquired an

eighty-acre vineyard and winery near Dinuba, which is now a part of the Granz

estate. This winery has a capacity of 300.000 gallons and is modernly equipped.

Optimistic and a firm believer in the wonderful possibilities and future

greatness of the City of Fresno, Mr. Granz invested in city property, now

owning four business blocks two of which he erected, besides having other

business interests in various places. On June 17, 1913, all of the property was

incorporated as the Granz Estate, Mr. Granz being president. 




The marriage uniting Herman Granz

with Adelaide Bauhofer, a native of Austria, was celebrated in New York. To

them have been born eight children: Carl T., vice-president of the Granz Estate

and superintendent of the Dinuba Winery; Edward H., secretary of the estate and

superintendent of the Fresno plant; Emil, deceased: O. J.; Mrs. Hermina Saier;

Mrs. Sophie Gilbert; Adelaide, wife of Dr. F. L. R. Burks; and Clara. Mr. Granz

was bereaved of his wife on April 3, 1919, and she was mourned by a wide circle

of friends. Mr. Granz is a Republican, is a member of the Chamber of Commerce,

and as a man and citizen is an upbuilder and devoted to the interests of Fresno

County and liberally supports all movements for its development. He often

extends a helping hand to those less fortunate than himself, and has made and

retains a large circle of friends. 




 




CHESTER C. CRANE.




 




This sketch furnishes a splendid

example of the business career of what is commonly termed "a self-made

man." From a small beginning, C. C. Crane, the enterprising proprietor of

the Eagle Laundry, of Fresno, has mounted the ladder of success, rung by rung,

until today he has reached the top of the ladder in his chosen line, and has

one of the largest and most modern steam laundries in the San Joaquin Valley;

employing about fifty people inside and seven drivers of auto deliveries. 




Chester C. Crane is a native of

the City of Fresno, born December 30, 1881, on K Street; son of Edgar Crane, a

native of Illinois, who crossed the plains in the early 60's, locating at

Fresno. He was a carpenter by trade and built the first modern house in Fresno:

also the Cooper House and the Ackers Building on K Street. Mr. Edgar Crane died

in Fresno aged sixty years; his widow survived several years, dying when

forty-two years old. 




Chester C. Crane attended the

public school of his native city, and as a boy assisted his father in the

building business, later following the trade of a butcher. On October 7, 1895,

he accepted a position in a laundry, and for five years worked in the Grand

Central Laundry, which was located in the rear of the Grand Central Hotel,

afterwards working in different laundries in Fresno, where he gained a thorough

knowledge of the business in all its branches. In 1909 Mr. Crane started in

business for himself, having built for the purpose, a small wooden building,

twenty-four by fifty-five feet in size, in the rear of his home at 328 Thesta

Street. As the business increased, he took in rooms from his home, until he

added the entire house, using the front porch as an office. In the early days

of the business Mr. Crane did all of the work, most of it being done by hand.

In 1914 he erected a small brick building on the site of the old home, which

was razed to make room for the expanding business. Since then he has been

compelled to again enlarge his building, and now has one of the largest and

most modern steam laundry plants in the San Joaquin Valley. He named his

laundry after the Fraternal Order of the Eagles, of which organization he is an

honored member. While Mr. Crane was working for wages, he decided in his mind

if he ever was fortunate enough to get into business for himself, he would pay

his help the highest wages and require the shortest number of hours for a day's

work. His laundry is a "Union Shop" and to his interest in the

welfare of his employees, together with good work and prompt service, he

attributes his success in business. The Eagle Laundry has agencies established

all through the valley. The sanitary conditions at the laundry are the highest,

and the machinery of the plant new and modern. 




Chester C. Crane was united in

marriage with Anna Lindstrom, a native of Easton, Fresno County, and this happy

union has been blessed with two children: Lester, born July 25, 1904, a

graduate from the grammar school, March, 1919; and Lorine, born October 11,

1906, attending the public school. Through sheer industry and perseverance, Mr.

Crane has achieved the success which he rightfully enjoys today. 




 




GEORGE P. DYREBORG.




 




When the full history of the

wonderful development of Central California shall have been written, few names

will deserve more honorable mention than that of George P. Dyreborg, the

prominent viticulturist, and influential member of the highly intelligent group

of Danish-Americans, long among the most substantial citizens of our State. He

was born in Bred-Funen, Denmark, March 7, 1870, and from his eleventh year made

his own way in the world. He attended the public school until he was fourteen,

at the same time he worked on a farm, and at sixteen years of age he started to

learn the creamery business in the cooperative creamery. Then he came to Jutland

and Horsensfjord, and completed his apprenticeship at Bornholm. At the same

time he studied English under a private teacher. 




In 1891, Mr. Dyreborg crossed the

Channel to England and went to Droitwich, Worcestershire, intending to learn

the art of cheese-making, but was disappointed in the equipment of the place,

and so he remained three or four months in the service of a horseman at the

breeding stables. At the end of six months he left to learn gardening, and

worked for Lord Hindlip for a year. Then he crossed the Atlantic for New York

and made his way west to Chicago and the World's Fair; and after that he came

west to Fresno, arriving on May 28, 1893. 




Here he worked as a farmer and

vineyardist in Washington Colony, south of Fresno, until the fall of 1893, when

tiring of this, he went to the foothills in Madera County, where he prospected

from place to place, and having made a somewhat precarious living he returned

to Fresno in the spring of 1895. Times were hard and he worked on vineyards for

as little as fifty cents a day and board. Later he was employed by the Southern

Pacific Railroad for a time. 




In the spring of 1896, Mr.

Dyreborg rented a vineyard of twenty acres set out to muscat vines. This same

year he was married, in Fairfield, Solano County, to Mrs. Maggie Johansen

Bidstruc, a native of Bornholm, with whom he had been acquainted in Denmark. He

continued to manage a vineyard in the Jefferson district, and he bought crops

and made some money during the summer of 1896. He bought his present place of

forty acres in the Enterprise Colony for $1,550, and soon after began to

improve it, and moved onto it. 




Having laid out the acreage, Mr.

Dyreborg built his new residence in 1902, and now has eighteen acres of Malaga

grapes, fourteen acres of muscats, and the balance of the tract in orchards and

alfalfa, with a fine border of fig trees. The ranch is under the Enterprise

Canal, and the irrigation is practically perfect. In 1904 he commenced to ship

his Malaga grapes and later he was both buying and shipping. He bought

eighty-four acres in the Kutner Colony, which he improved with vines, setting

out Emperors, muscat and wine grapes, and he has about twenty acres finely

improved. He has always supported the various fruit associations, and now

belongs to the California Associated Raisin Company. For nine years he was a

member of the board of directors of the Fresno-Rochdale Company. 




Mr. and Mrs. Dyreborg have three

sons: Lewis B., who did his best to win the war; William Stanford and Vernon,

all assisting their father. The eldest, Lewis B., served overseas in the

Machine Gun Company of the Three Hundred Sixty-first Infantry, U. S. A., and

was in the battles of St. Mihiel, Marne, Argonne Forest, Lys, and Scheldt,

Belgium. He was honorably discharged as first sergeant. 




For years the cheerful home of Mr.

and Mrs. Dyreborg has been one of generous hospitality, and in fraternal

circles no one is more popular than Mr. Dyreborg, who belongs to Fresno Lodge,

No. 439, B. P. O. E., to the Danish Brotherhood, and the Knights of Pythias, in

which organization he has been a member for the last twenty-three years. 




 




OSCAR O. COLLINS.




 




Oscar O. Collins was born in

Springfield, Kans., September 17, 1889, but was brought up in Pueblo, Colo. He

attended the University of Colorado and afterwards studied with his father, who

was at that time district judge. Mr. Collins came to Fresno in March, 1915, and

was admitted to the California bar October 22 of that year. Soon afterward he

joined Company K, Second California National Guards, and was with his regiment

on the Mexican border in 1916. After a few months the United States Government

recalled its soldiers and he returned to Fresno and began the active practice

of his profession, making a specialty of civil law, his accurate knowledge of

which, and his careful attention to details, enabled him in a short time to

build up a fine and lucrative practice. He has his offices at No. 512, Mason

Building. On October 2, 1916, Mr. Collins was married to Miss Clara M. Knott,

of Oregon. 




Mr. Collins was called to the

Officers' Training School of the University of California at San Francisco, and

put in three months at the Naval Training School. He was honorably discharged

after the signing of the Armistice, and arrived home November 20, 1918. 




He is a member of the One Hundred

Percent. Club, the Commercial Club, the Workmen of the World, and other social

organizations, and takes an active interest in everything that pertains to the

welfare and growth of Fresno. 




 




MRS. SADIE ELIZABETH SOPER.




 




A practical viticulturist, who

has an unusually fine place and one she may regard with peculiar pride since it

is largely the result of her own personal labor in irrigating and cultivating,

is Mrs. Sadie Elizabeth Soper, who came to California in the middle nineties.

She was born at Mt. Pleasant, Utah, the daughter of Benjamin Keller, a native

of Iowa who crossed the plains to Utah and then married Miss Jane Oldham, a

native of England, who 'came out to America and the Mormon country with her

parents when she was two years old. Mr. Keller owned a farm in Mt. Pleasant,

and in 1883 he moved his family to Kearney, Nebr., where he farmed for four

years. Then he went to Lexington. Dawson County, homesteaded and improved 160

acres and, selling out in 1894, came to California. Later he went east to

Nebraska and then for five years he was in Oklahoma. After that he settled at

Clovis, bought land and improved it, and there his wife died. In time, he

married again, and now he resides at Jacksonville, Fla. Thirteen children were

born of this marriage, and four girls and two boys are still living. 




The subject of our sketch was the

second oldest of these, and being reared in Nebraska, she attended the public

schools there. In that state also, she was married to J. C. Soper, a native of

Des Moines. They owned 160 acres, fourteen miles from Lexington, which they

farmed, and having sold this property in 1894, they located in Fresno County.

Mr. Soper was in the employ of the Flume Company, grading lumber, and at

Clovis, they bought a lot and erected a house. In the meantime, the far-seeing

couple bought the ten acres one and a half miles east of Clovis, which they

improved with a vineyard. Mr. Soper continued with the Flume Company and his

wife did much of the ranch work herself. In time, she had one of the finest

muscat vineyards to reward her toil. It is a fine place, and bears the name of

Ellendale Vineyard; and her ownership adds interest to her membership in the

California Associated Raisin Company. 




Mrs. Soper has four children:

Frederick Charles, who is in the United States Marines; Luella is Mrs. Barcus,

of Barstow: Jane Elizabeth is Mrs. Johnson in Fresno; and her sister, Hazel

Marie, who lives near her in the same city, is Mrs. Cummins. The family attends

the Baptist Church of Clovis, and Mrs. Soper is a member of the Woman's Aid

Society of that congregation. In national politics she is a Democrat, but is

non-partisan in local issues. 




 




DR. J. H. ROBINSON.




 




A prominent member of the medical

fraternity of Selma is J. H. Robinson, M. D., who was born on October 1, 1874,

at Gabon, Crawford County, Ohio, midway between Cleveland and Columbus. His

father is J. C. Robinson, a retired, well-to-do Ohio farmer, while his mother

was Emma Shumaker before her marriage. This worthy couple have had four

children, the three youngest being as follows: G. B. Robinson, a grocer at

Gabon; Richard, a civil engineer at Minneapolis and manager of a large

bridge-building concern; and Carl, who is the proprietor of a moving-picture

theater at Gabon. 




The oldest child in the family,

J. H. Robinson grew up in Crawford County, attended the country public schools

and worked hard on the farm. He took a preparatory course at the Tri-State

Normal at Angola, Ind., and then, for two years, engaged in teaching at West

Point, Morrow County, Ohio. There he laid the foundation of that knowledge of

human nature which has been of such value to him as a practicing physician.

After finishing the preparatory course, Mr. Robinson matriculated at Hiram

College, in Hiram, Portage County, Ohio, the same institution made famous by

the good work done there as a student by Garfield; and he vigorously pursued a

special scientific course leading up to the study of medicine. In the meantime,

while in the Normal and while teaching, and also while a student at Hiram and

later a student in the medical college. Mr. Robinson went each summer for seven

years to Chautauqua. N. Y., and took the Chautauqua courses: and this

experience contribute greatly toward his broad and liberal education. 




Having entered the medical

department of the Ohio State University at Columbus. Mr. Robinson, with

characteristic thoroughness, took the regular four years' course, and in 1902

was graduated as assistant to the demonstrator in surgery. During the vacations

of the junior and senior years. Mr. Robinson did work as an interne at the

Cleveland City Hospital, and he was therefore unusually well-equipped when he

at last received his coveted diploma. 




Dr. Robinson began practicing at

Levering. Knox County. Ohio, but selling out, he came west on an extended trip

to Los Angeles and Southern California, also visiting Fresno and Selma in the

early part of 1909. Later in the season, accompanied by Mrs. Robinson, he

visited the northwest and enjoyed the Alaska, Yukon and Pacific Exposition at

Seattle, having the good fortune to be present on the opening day there — June

first. He was greatly taken with the Pacific Coast, looking over carefully both

Washington and Oregon; and he was especially charmed with California, which he

revisited. 




Most of all, he was fascinated

with Selma; and at Selma he determined to pitch his tent. 




This decision was reached despite

the fact that Dr. Robinson had no relatives or friends here such as are often

of great service to a stranger. Excepting for an uncle, in fact, he was the

first member of this branch of the Robinson family to locate in California. The

uncle was Samuel Robinson, a 49er and for years city ticket agent for the

Southern Pacific Railway at Sacramento, who grew up with the state and was

widely known, but passed away in 1906. The Robinsons were originally Irish, as

has been shown in a most interesting genealogy of the family prepared by the

subject's grandfather. 




On reaching Selma again, Dr.

Robinson opened a suite of well-appointed offices on the second floor of the

Dusaw Building at 2031 Second Street, and there he has conducted a general

medical practice ever since. As a family physician in particular he has been

unusually successful. This extensive practice demands his maintaining both a

Ford and a Mitchell car. During his senior year at college, young Robinson was

assistant to Dr. Hoover, head surgeon at the medical school, and the experience

he thus obtained has finally culminated in his being regarded as not only one

of the most active, but one of the ablest members of the County Medical

Association. 




About three months after his

graduation. Dr. Robinson was married to Miss Mary Robertson, a lad) r of Scotch

ancestry and the daughter of J. M. and Annie (Hunter) Robertson. His wife was

born at Gait, Canada; and in the Canadian land she grew up and enjoyed the best

of educational advantages. One child — Marguerite — blessed this union. In 1913

Dr. Robinson built his bungalow home at No. 2525 McCall Street, Selma, and

there he and his family form the center of a large circle of friends. 




 




JOSEPH P. BERNHARD.




 




The accomplishments of the legal

profession in California are exemplified in the person of Joseph P. Bernhard,

the well-known attorney of Fresno. A native son, he was born in Mariposa County

on November 19, 1873, the son of George Bernhard, one of the Argonauts who

reached California in 1849 by way of the Isthmus of Panama, and who having come

to seek the elusive gold so recently discovered, immediately began mining and

the next year was among the first prospectors and miners in Mariposa County. He

continued to dig gold there for many years and experienced both the successes

and the failures encountered by thousands of others. When the town of Fresno

was started on the new line of the Southern Pacific Railroad running through

the valley, however, Mr. Bernhard, in 1874, located there and engaged in

mercantile pursuits; and these he followed until his death in 1888, eight years

after his wife, Barbara, also a Forty-niner, had preceded him to the other

world. She was the mother of seven children, five of whom are still living, the

subject of our sketch being the next to the youngest. 




Coming to Fresno with his parents

the first year of his existence, Joseph Bernhard grew up in the town, which

gradually assumed the proportions and character of a city; and there, in its

well-conducted schools he received the foundation of his education. On

graduating from the Fresno High School in 1892, he entered Leland Stanford,

Jr., University, from which he was graduated in 1896, with the degree of A. B.

He then matriculated at the New York Law School, and in 1898 was graduated with

honors (cum laude), receiving the degree of LL.B. He was admitted to the bar of

California in the same year, after which he spent two years in San Francisco as

associate editor of Rose's U. S. Notes. 




In 1900 Mr. Bernhard opened, a

law office in his home city, Fresno, where his natural and developed ability,

his conscientiousness, and his conservative counsel have brought him

well-merited success and won for him a large clientele among the city's best

citizens. He is the attorney for the Bank of Italy, as well as a member of

their local advisory board. Always an ardent Republican, he was accorded the

chairmanship of the Republican County Central Committee in 1907 and again in

1911. 




Mr. Bernhard is a member of the

college fraternity Chi Psi, at Stanford, and of the Sunnyside Country Club of

Fresno. A prominent Mason, he is a Knight Templar and Shriner, and is chairman

of the Committee on Appeals of the Grand Lodge of California, and an honorary

thirty-third of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite. 




 




W. W. COATES.




 




What a man can do when he is

really up against it and must either hustle or be trodden under foot by the

unfeeling world, is well shown in the interesting story of Deputy Sheriff

Coates' career, from precarious boyhood to his present state of assured

success. On the fourteenth of August, in the historic Centennial year, he was

born near Selma, Fresno County, the son of James B. Coates, who settled here in

1850, when he first came to California by way of the Isthmus, and who having

taken up farming at that early date, was always afterward regarded as one of

the fir.st settlers of Fresno County. In the beginning, he pitched -his tent

near Selma with W. J. Berry. Afterwards he went to Alaska with Clarence Berry,

the "Klondike King," and together they shared both risks and results.

His wife was Luzeta Fanning before her marriage. She accepted pot-luck with her

husband in his rough, pioneer life, and passed away in 1882, one of the favored

early pioneer women of the Golden State. James B. Coates is still living in

Selma, and both fondly and sadly looks back to "the good old days"

that will never come again. 




The next to the youngest in the

family, W. W. Coates was but six years old when his mother died. For a while he

went to the public school, but he was early thrown on his own resources, and

from that time has had to make his own way. He has done so in a manner

creditable to himself, and is truly a self-made man. He soon engaged in

business in Fresno, and for eleven years he and his establishment were

pleasantly familiar to the people of the town and vicinity. In 1912 he was

appointed a deputy sheriff under W. S. McSwain. He was reappointed by

Thorwaldson, and again by Sheriff Jones, and is now the oldest deputy in

office. 




In 1889 Mr. Coates was married to

a most attractive lady, Miss Rose Harman, and three children — Jesse, Evalyn

and Wesley — have come to bless their home. In 1917 Mr. Coates purchased a

beautiful five-acre tract located on Chance Avenue in East Fresno, near the

fairgrounds, where he resides with his family. Here he finds diversion from his

official duties in caring for and growing flowers, berries and vegetables, as

well as fancy poultry; and here he and his estimable wife entertain their large

circle of friends. Mr. Coates belongs to the Eagles. The family attend the

Baptist Church. 
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