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Director’s Note


         

         
            Ibsen’s The Master Builder has traditionally been seen as a study of an aging artist. We see Halvard Solness, having reached the peak of his powers, dealing with his decline into old age: his loss of power sexually, creatively and socially. Like most classic Ibsen plays, the activities of the past are explored and unearthed and shown to affect the present.

            In (The fall of) The Master Builder, more a response to than a version of Ibsen’s play, Solness is a driven, determined working-class man who has, through bullish will and hunger, gained significant advancement. He takes huge pleasure in looking down on his previously more affluent, middle-class, better educated contemporaries, some of whom he has driven out of business.

            Our reaction to Ibsen’s great play was to reframe its characters and events for today’s audience, looking particularly at one aspect through more contemporary eyes. In the original, Halvard Solness has had a liaison ten years previously with a young woman, Hilde Wangel. In Ibsen’s text, Hilde was then thirteen and Halvard, having ‘kissed her, and bent her backwards’, sends her away for ten years, telling her to wait for him.

            The narrative trope of a powerful, sexually predatory older man is all too familiar to us today. Ibsen’s hero, a man tortured by guilt and with an increasing sense of impending mortality translates easily into the contemporary figure Zinnie has created.

            We wanted to examine the nature of this man’s desire – the way he asserts and defines himself through his sexual relationships, his desperate weakness which is in tension with his apparent strength. As importantly, we wanted to examine the impact of his behaviour on the women involved – Hilde, Aline (his wife) and Kaia, the young assistant who, in the original play, is infatuated by Solness, an infatuation he cultivates. We were also fascinated by the collusion of others in keeping these stories secret to protect ‘the greater good’.

            (The fall of) The Master Builder is rooted in the same narrative arc as Ibsen’s play but focuses, with Zinnie’s characteristic humanity and a forensic eye, on the dark sexuality latent in the original. Ibsen’s work caused scandal in his lifetime, some scripts being considered so explosively amoral that several were banned. In this revisiting, Zinnie has pulled away from the drawing rooms of nineteenth-century Norway and has charged the play with a freshly explosive fuse which makes the play speak powerfully to the here and now.

            James Brining, September 2017

         

      

   


   
      
         
            Premiere Productions

         

         (The fall of) The Master Builder was first performed in the Courtyard Theatre of the West Yorkshire Playhouse on 30 September 2017. The cast, in alphabetical order, was as follows:

         
             

         

         Aline  Susan Cookson

         Solness  Reece Dinsdale

         Dr Herdal  David Hounslow

         Hilde  Katherine Rose Morley

         Kaja  Emma Naomi

         Ragnar  Michael Peavoy

         Brovik  Robert Pickavance

         
             

         

         Director  James Brining

         Designer  Alex Lowde

         Lighting Designer  Sinéad McKenna

      

   


   
      
         
            
Characters


         

         Halvard Solness

the master builder

         Aline Solness

his wife

         Dr Herdal

a family doctor

         Knut Brovik

assistant to Solness

         Ragnar Brovik

his son

         Kaja Fosli

fiancée of Ragnar

         Hilde Wangel
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Act One


            

         

         Late afternoon, early evening.

         A large, open-plan architects’ office. Messy.

         Not just piles of paper, plan chests, computers, drawings and models but also bottles of wine, balloons, some cake that is left over. The aftermath of a party.

         Brovik, an old man, is stooped and clearing up.

         His son is standing beside him looking around.

         
            Ragnar

            bloody mess

            Brovik

            take a bag would you, get those bottles –

            
               Beat.

            

            
               The young man doesn’t move.

            

            alright don’t

            Ragnar

            I just think –

            Brovik

            that’s the problem with you –

            Ragnar

            it’s the principle

            Brovik

            there’s a principle here?

            Ragnar

            of course

            Brovik

            there’s a mess, it needs picking up

            Ragnar

            you aren’t even well

            Brovik

            then you do it

            
               Beat.

            

            
               The young man doesn’t.

            

            maybe it’s laziness, maybe it isn’t principle at all

            maybe you’re just a slob –

            Ragnar

            we should have been home a while ago, you should have been home

            Brovik

            yes that’s true

            but this will only take –

            Ragnar

            just leave it, Dad

            Brovik

            and then what?

            Ragnar

            I knew it,

            you don’t care how this place is when you come in tomorrow

            you’re scared of him

            Brovik

            don’t be absurd

            why would I be scared?

            Ragnar

            you’ve been running around all week 

            Brovik

            he pays us

            Ragnar

            not enough

            
               Beat.

            

            Brovik

            I don’t like it like this

            will that make you happier?

            I enjoy my work and this place –

            Ragnar

            the cleaner will come in in the morning

            Brovik

            we’ll be in before her

            Ragnar

            alright I’ll ring the agency, ask her to come in earlier for fuck’s sake Dad stop

            Brovik

            no you stop

            Ragnar

            bad enough that he took over your company but

            Brovik

            this really bothers you?

            Ragnar

            I hate to see you, picking up from his floor, yes

            Brovik

            and yet I run to and from the copier for him all day

            out to get his sandwich

            Ragnar

            you shouldn’t do that

            Brovik

            if I don’t, he’ll ask you to do it

            
               Beat.

            

            I actually want a word with him

            and no, I don’t think it will make a difference if we are surrounded by this rubbish, I just don’t like standing in it myself, or alright if you insist maybe it will make a bit of difference, maybe a tiny bit

            Ragnar

            you’ll never give up, will you?

            Brovik

            you watch, when I have a word with him –

            Ragnar

            don’t tell me he promised to be more reasonable?

            Brovik

            there is nothing unreasonable about him, if you knew him better –

            Ragnar

            can’t we just go home, get some dinner?

            
               Kaja comes in.

            

            Kaja

            I booked a taxi so if we’re ready – oh

            Ragnar

            I know

            Brovik

            it won’t take a minute

            Kaja

            should he be doing that?

            Ragnar

            of course he shouldn’t 

            
               Kaja goes to help Brovik.

            

            and I don’t suppose it helps if I say you shouldn’t either

            Kaja

            I don’t mind

            Brovik

            don’t say that, you get a torrent in your ear if you don’t mind

            good grief, the person that doesn’t mind!

            Ragnar

            I didn’t say that

            Brovik

            the person that just gets on and does something heaven help us

            
               Kaja and Brovik clear up. Ragnar scowls.

            

            Kaja

            where is he anyway?

            Brovik

            just coming I think, he was talking to a woman

            Kaja

            Aline says he is off his heels

            Ragnar

            do you really want to speak to him now?

            Brovik

            ach it’ll be fine

            Ragnar

            it won’t count if he can’t remember anything

            Kaja

            what are you talking about?

            Brovik

            take Kaja home, I’ll be right behind

            Kaja

            now I feel like there is something going on –?

            Brovik

            the Lovstrand house

            Kaja

            I thought it was all settled

            Ragnar

            I saw them today

            Kaja

            again?

            Ragnar

            they want to change the contract

            Kaja

            and ditch him?

            Brovik

            they didn’t quite put it like that

            he doesn’t know any of this yet

            Kaja

            but you knew?

            Brovik

            it was my idea

            Kaja

            bloody hell –

            Ragnar

            if you are bothered, we will say you had no part of it

            Kaja

            I’m engaged to you

            (To Brovik.) and I live in your house

            Ragnar

            listen –

            Kaja

            when he finds out you met with them –

            Brovik

            let me have a word with him

            I can smooth it over

            this is nothing compared to what we have been through before

            Kaja

            he’s going to go ballistic

            Ragnar

            does that matter?

            Kaja

            I wish you hadn’t told me now

            Brovik

            go on, the pair of you, you’re shattered – go

            I’ll handle it

            Kaja

            how?

            Brovik

            I’ve known him since he was ten more or less. I was the one with jobs to hand out and he was nothing

            that has to count for something, doesn’t it?

            
               A man walks in: this is Halvard Solness, the Master Builder.

            

            Solness

            count for what?

            
               No one says anything.

            

            Solness

            don’t tell me there is conspiracy –

            I love a conspiracy. Come on you three, lighten up

            this is a party, was a party

            you aren’t clearing up are you?

            Ragnar

            I did tell him not to

            Solness

            Kaja, you’ve got your coat on

            don’t say you are leaving?

            and oh God the wine is all

            look at this Brovik, someone has stuck a cigarette butt in a perfectly good bottle of wine, who would do that?

            Brovik

            who knows –

            Solness

            is there any more –?

            
               He picks up a bottle.

            

            Kaja, tell me that we didn’t drink –

            Kaja

            there is some more in the fridge

            Solness

            excellent girl

            get yourself one, let’s all have a drink

            
               He starts to dance with Brovik, who giggles, but goodnaturedly isn’t all that into it.

            

            I got Architect of the Year

            Master Builder UK that is me.

            Master Builder, I am the Master fucking Builder this year

            you look so worried

            don’t worry, whatever it is, lighten up

            Brovik

            I am light

            Solness

            oh Brovik my old friend

            the universe is shining on us

            or you Ragnar, you’ll dance won’t you? With the Master Builder?

            Ragnar

            I can’t really –

            Solness

            come on a little

            just a little, just for me

            
               He starts to dance towards Kaja.

            

            Kaja

            oh okay –

            Solness

            why shouldn’t we dance?

            bloody hell we deserved this, all of us

            it’s a celebration for all

            it isn’t just me

            we are a bloody dream team

            the Master Builder’s dream team

            
               He is dancing in a silly way, making them all laugh. There is some hilarity, even Ragnar laughs, despite himself.

            

            
               Solness gets out his phone.

            

            let’s take a selfie

            Kaja, you can put it on the website –

            the team that got the Master Builder title

            
               They all stand in a line.

            

            
               Solness takes the photo.

            

            couldn’t do it without any one of you. You know that?

            a toast to all of you. If only you’d smile you’d be bloody marvellous.

            
               Beat.

            

            
               He dances a bit to himself.

            

            I got Master Builder UK

            I got Master Builder UK

            I work with three miseries but I got fucking Master Builder UK

            
               Brovik carries on clearing up the mess.

            

            for goodness sake leave it

            Ragnar

            I told him

            Solness

            we all work too hard,

            we have to open the new building on Monday

            from tomorrow it will be all hands to the pump after this award

            let’s drink now

            yes?

            Tell you what Kaja, get some port from upstairs and tell my wife to come down here

            
               Kaja goes.

            

            
               Brovik mouths to his son to go, and leave him to talk to Halvard.

            

            Ragnar   (mouths)

            are you sure?

            
               Brovik nods.

            

            listen I’d love to stay but

            Solness

            really, you’re going?

            Ragnar

            it’s been a long day, and tomorrow

            Solness

            fine fine, go.

            Ragnar

            Kaja too, she’s as exhausted as me

            Solness

            me and your old man will sit up a bit, yes

            
               Brovik nods.

            

            
               Ragnar leaves.

            

            Solness

            you know I have this godawful feeling it was me

            Brovik

            what was you?

            Solness

            I think I was standing here

            no here

            just at the moment when the Lord Mayor came in

            just before we all went off to that lunch –

            I think I was, could I have been

            
               He looks at the bottle.

            

            I think I put the fucking cigarette in the bottle

            can you imagine, I did that?

            Brovik

            can I have a word?

            Solness

            or maybe I came back after the lunch, before that tea

            Brovik

            it is just there is so little time to talk during the day

            Solness

            talk?

            Brovik

            and as you know my health

            Solness

            I thought you were better?

            Brovik

            that’s what I told them, Kaja and Ragnar

            Solness

            you aren’t better?

            Brovik

            it’s not clear

            Solness

            what does that mean?

            
               Beat.

            

            good grief

            Brovik

            I wish I was joking

            Solness

            but we celebrated, we thought that was the end of it

            Brovik

            I know

            Solness

            we thought you could put it behind you, I can’t do this if you aren’t

            Brovik

            I won’t die before the opening

            Solness

            don’t talk like that, don’t even –

            
               Beat.

            

            shit

            Brovik

            this wasn’t what I wanted to say

            Solness

            shit, Brovik

            
               Beat.

            

            Brovik

            it was actually Ragnar, I wanted to talk to you about I mean it’s all connected but –

            Solness

            isn’t he happy?

            Brovik

            it’s not that, it’s not about happiness

            it’s become a bit more pressing though, what happens to him

            if I go, if I

            Solness

            I’ll get you to the best doctors

            Brovik

            you said you’d make him permanent

            Solness

            wait, stop all this ‘if I go’ stuff

            we won’t talk about it until it happens

            this Master Builder award the work it will bring

            Brovik

            exactly

            you’ll need people around you

            good people

            Solness

            I’ll need you, Brovik, I need you –

            Brovik

            you’ll need young blood

            you’ll need to train up the young

            Solness

            yes of course, we’ve talked about this

            Brovik

            Ragnar is hungry

            he and Kaja are about to get married, he needs a leg-up

            Solness

            and I’ll make him permanent, in the end

            Brovik

            you haven’t really given him a chance

            Solness

            that’s not fair, I have given him chances –

            Brovik

            he’s better than you think

            Solness

            he can be sloppy, you’ve said yourself

            Brovik

            yes he is sloppy at the odds and ends you give him

            he could be more disciplined, I admit

            Solness

            it was more than that

            Brovik

            the crumbs you give him though

            Solness

            not crumbs, please don’t be like this

            Brovik

            the Lovstrand house, give it to Ragnar

            
               Solness laughs out loud.

            

            
               Brovik doesn’t.

            

            Solness

            oh that isn’t a joke?

            
               Beat.

            

            give it to Ragnar? Really, do you think?

            Brovik

            you don’t care about it, you said yourself

            Solness

            is this actually serious, you are asking –?

            they aren’t just people, they’re well-connected people, they are –

            Brovik

            if he could have something he could get his teeth into

            Solness

            I love Ragnar and I’d love to help him out but –

            he isn’t qualified technically

            Brovik

            you could oversee it

            Solness

            I’ll do it myself, there is no problem with the Lovstrand house you are talking about it like –

            Brovik

            you don’t have time, you said yourself

            Solness

            I’ll make time

            I can’t believe we are discussing this, we have the opening on Monday –

            I know he is your son and of course he has talents

            Brovik

            you would rush it through quickly rather than give my son a chance?

            Solness

            they wouldn’t like it anyway

            the couple

            he is too young, he hasn’t got –

            Brovik

            they met with him today

            
               Beat.

            

            Solness

            today?

            Brovik

            yes

            Solness

            while I was off getting the award, the same ‘today’?

            Brovik

            they liked his ideas

            Solness

            I’m finding this a bit hard to hear

            Brovik

            Ragnar just needs a chance

            Solness

            he actually met with them, are you being serious?

            Brovik

            yes Halvard, he met with them

            Solness

            well what did they say?

            come on, you told me he met with, he met with them, what did they say?

            Brovik

            they were impressed

            they liked his ideas

            they thought he was very innovative, modern

            Solness

            what and I am traditional? Is that what they meant?

            Brovik

            don’t be like that

            Solness

            so I am the traditionalist now? Of all ironies

            Brovik

            would you look at his plans?

            Solness

            he has done plans?

            this can’t have been the first time he met them

            Brovik

            he met them a few times, yes

            Solness

            a few?

            what is that? Two, three?

            Brovik

            I don’t know exactly

            he has some new ideas, you know because he keeps trying to talk to you about them –

            Solness

            fucking hell, ‘modern’ ideas?

            he met them four times?

            Brovik

            I didn’t say four

            Solness

            enough to make plans

            enough to convince them he was ‘modern’?

            Brovik

            alright

            Solness

            this is how you want the day of the award to go, this is how you send me away from the biggest fucking day of my life?

            I thought we were friends

            Brovik

            we are friends

            Solness

            good friends, best friends

            Brovik

            we are, but this is my son

            
               Beat.

            

            Solness

            you know I don’t want to fight you, particularly if you, if this …

            
               Beat.

            

            and you are sure he is up to it?

            Brovik

            yes absolutely

            Solness

            he had better not fuck it up, if I have to pick up the pieces

            Brovik

            you won’t. I appreciate it. Are you saying yes?

            Solness

            he is lucky to have you to fight his corner

            Brovik

            that’s a yes?

            Solness

            yes yes

            Brovik

            yes!

            Solness

            yes, okay, yes.

            Brovik

            I can’t wait to tell him

            
               Brovik starts to go.

            

            Solness

            you aren’t going to sit up with me, chew the cud?

            Brovik

            I just want to break the news

            Solness

            well bring them back, we can keep drinking

            Brovik

            it’s been a long day, everyone is tired

            Solness

            of course. Of course

            Brovik

            don’t be like that

            Solness

            not intended. ‘Master Builder UK’, it’s a big thing isn’t it

            Brovik

            it’s a brilliant thing. And well deserved

            Solness

            remember the day you took me on

            I guess I was like Ragnar then, hoping for a scrap

            Brovik

            it was one of the best moves I made

            Solness

            even when I bought your company out?

            
               Brovik laughs.

            

            Brovik

            well, we all have to fear youth. In some ways. You’ve done good. I’m proud of you

            Solness

            we’ve all done good

            
               Beat.

            

            Brovik

            I’ll see you in the morning, yes?

            Solness

            goodnight dear friend

            Brovik

            look at his drawings, you might be surprised

            
               Brovik walks out.

            

            
               Solness sits alone for a second.

            

            
               Pours himself some more wine.

            

            
               Drinks.

            

            
               Thinks about it.

            

            
               Gets up, goes over to the plan chest.

            

            
               He gets the plans out.

            

            Solness

            okay let’s see what you’ve got

            
               He looks at the plans carefully.

            

            
               The Lovstrand house.

            

            
               Then he looks at them again.

            

            
               He knocks some stuff off the table to make space.

            

            

            
               He studies them.

            

            the fucking sod

            
               He takes his phone out.

            

            Kaja can you come back here

            well make an excuse

            
               He puts his phone down and looks at the plans again.

            

            
               He puts them down on the table and scrutinises them.

            

            
               Aline comes in.

            

            Aline

            there you are

            
               Solness doesn’t answer her, he is still engrossed.

            

            
               She takes her shoes off and starts to rub her ankles.

            

            Christ

            I thought I had met boring people in my time

            but bloody hell, that do –

            are we going for dinner?

            
               Beat.

            

            I actually came to find you

            everyone kept saying congratulations and where is your clever husband Mrs Solness?

            
               Beat.

            

            another round of awful conversation

            the general gist of which is that no one can wait to see the new shopping centre opened on Monday

            ‘we are so lucky to have an architect like Halvard Solness’

            ‘and what will it be like this new pantheon?’

            well I guess it will have shops in it, I say

            and a tower

            ‘ooo a tower’

            there is a lot of interest in the tower

            ‘a shopping centre with a tower’

            all my husband’s work has towers, it’s a kind of hangover from when he was doing towers. And anyway so the conversation goes on –

            where is he I thought to myself? The Master Builder

            why am I enduring all this if he isn’t even here –?

            someone has put a cigarette butt in a bottle of wine

            look Halvard –

            who the hell would do that?

            they have actually put a cigarette butt inside a good bottle of wine

            
               Beat.

            

            
               She turns to him.

            

            there’ll be even more on Monday

            Solness

            more what?

            Aline

            all this, hullabaloo

            Solness

            I suppose –

            Aline

            you ready for it?

            Solness

            contractor says yes all ready to go.

            I’ll go over tomorrow but –

            Aline

            if Prince Charles really is now coming in person

            the telly no doubt

            not a case of whether you want it now

            you’ve got it –

            Solness

            I like it

            Aline

            you get an award like this, you get everything that goes with it

            city is proud anyway, are you actually smiling?

            Solness

            I’m actually smiling

            Aline

            let’s go and eat something?

            Solness

            in a minute

            Aline

            don’t tell me you’re working?

            Solness

            not really, just a few things –

            Aline

            what could be so pressing that –

            Solness

            it’s youth isn’t it?

            Aline

            what is?

            Solness

            Brovik is right. Everyone says that you should worry about getting old, but really it’s the young we should be scared of

            Aline

            I thought you weren’t going to get drunk –

            Solness

            I’ve sobered up

            Aline

            you only get philosophical when you have drunk too much

            Solness

            it’s not that –

            Aline

            what is wrong with you then?

            Solness

            Ragnar

            Aline

            Ragnar?

            Solness

            he’s quite good it turns out

            that’s the thing

            Aline

            what?

            Solness

            unexpectedly

            Aline

            you said he was incompetent

            months you have been saying he is basically foolish

            Solness

            not only is he good, he has taken in everything that been going on around him

            he’s actually a damn fine architect

            
               He shows her.

            

            plus he’s got ambition

            Aline

            so what’s the problem?

            Solness

            he spoke to – met with the Lovstrand couple, behind my back

            Aline

            does Brovik know this?

            Solness

            he orchestrated it, it seems and

            those bloody people, the ones that could never decide

            not only made decisions but

            let him draw it up for them

            
               Aline looks.

            

            Aline

            this is for the Lovstrand house?

            Solness

            yes

            Aline

            the difficult Lovstrand house that has taken months?

            Solness

            yes

            
               She looks again.

            

            Aline

            and it’s good?

            Solness

            I’m as surprised as you

            it’s very good

            I wouldn’t have put the stairs where he has but –

            
               Beat.

            

            Aline

            what is that?

            Solness

            it’s what they fucking asked for

            it’s the impossible

            this halfwitted fanciful idea they had in their heads

            that I said couldn’t be done more to the point

            he did it, he designed a roof that did just what they said it could do, and with a view

            Aline

            how?

            Solness

            because he thought about it

            because it appears he is damn clever at this

            because he has taken my idea and evolved his own twist

            because he wanted it to work

            maybe because he liked them and this wasn’t just another job for him

            I don’t know how he made it work, look

            because he is ‘modern’, young, because he thinks differently?

            
               Beat.

            

            it’s the fucking impossible

            in one roof-shaped drawing

            
               Beat.

            

            Aline

            I never really know how to read a plan

            
               He turns it the right way around.

            

            oh

            
               She moves it around.

            

            Solness

            but now I wonder if I should get rid of him

            Aline

            what?

            Solness

            I don’t want someone competing with me, we have to be a team

            I thought we were a team

            but no, he’s like I was at his age

            Aline

            you just got the Master Builder plaque

            Solness

            yes but two years from now

            with ideas like this –

            Aline

            I don’t understand you

            Solness

            I just got lucky, after the fire

            I had land I could build on

            no one thought I could do it, a lad like me, no training

            I had to be ruthless, play fucky fucky, undercut, I bought out his dad’s company

            Aline

            it was all above board

            Solness

            Ragnar can do it properly. He’s got all the advantages, I never had

            Aline

            so?

            Solness

            so I don’t like it

            Aline

            you’ve nothing to fear

            you’re brilliant. You always have been – 

            Solness

            your parents didn’t think that

            Aline

            they would now

            Solness

            if I had had what Ragnar has

            
               Kaja comes back in.

            

            Kaja

            you wanted something?

            Solness

            I want you to dictate a letter, do you mind?

            Kaja

            now?

            Solness

            yes to the Lovstrand couple, now

            
               Aline and Kaja look at each other.

            

            it’s still early isn’t it, the day isn’t over?

            it’s only just gone seven for God’s sake

            don’t look like that, both of you know I don’t switch off easily, and with all this wine

            did you get the port?

            Aline

            I thought we were going to go for dinner?

            you told me endure the afternoon and we would go for dinner

            Solness

            can we do that another day?

            Aline

            well there’s the opening on Monday

            Solness

            after the opening, life will calm back down

            Aline

            I don’t know what has happened to you in this last hour but we can talk over some pasta –

            Solness

            please remember how it works, when things have to be done, they have to be done

            
               Beat.

            

            
               He looks at her.

            

            Aline

            so, what, I am supposed to make scrambled eggs for myself upstairs

            and you go back to work?

            Solness

            I’ll make something later

            
               Beat.

            

            Aline

            remember the days when every problem we would puzzle over together?

            Solness

            its just one evening, don’t make it a big thing

            
               Beat.

            

            
               He has gone back to the plans.

            

            Aline

            it’s alright Kaja, I brought the port

            
               She throws a bottle at him.

            

            
               Aline goes out.

            

            
               Kaja and Solness are alone. 

            

            
               Kaja feels a bit awkward about what has happened.

            

            Kaja

            you want a letter typed?

            Solness

            yes

            Kaja

            to the Lovstrand couple?

            Solness

            it won’t take long

            Kaja

            so you are going to let Ragnar do it?

            Solness

            just dictate the letter.

            is that too much to fucking ask Kaja, only I believe I pay you?

            Kaja

            no of course

            
               She goes and gets a laptop.

            

            Solness

            dear Mr and Mrs Lovstrand

            Kaja

            I think he is a professor actually

            Solness

            Professor fucking Lovstrand then

            
               Beat.

            

            Kaja

            and she’s a doctor

            Solness

            are you serious?

            Kaja

            I think so, yes. I can check

            Solness

            next you’ll be telling me their daughter has an OBE?

            Kaja

            the daughter is just thirteen

            Solness

            I know about the daughter, I was joking.

            of course I know the daughter, spent enough time in their kitchen being polite

            Professor fucking Lovstrand, and Dr fucking Lovstrand, take this down just as ascribed Kaja please

            
               Beat.

            

            
               He tries to think of what to say next.

            

            
               Kaja looks a bit unnerved.

            

            Solness

            I don’t want to have to sack Ragnar. I need people on my side

            Kaja

            oh God

            Solness

            and I like him, I always have

            plus if I sack him, you’ll all have to go

            the three of you, you are like three points on a triangle

            I couldn’t keep one of you

            Kaja

            you’re mucking about, you’re drunk

            Solness

            how do you know?

            Kaja

            you wouldn’t do that to Brovik

            Brovik is like your soul

            Solness

            the good part you mean?

            
               Beat.

            

            Professor fucking Lovstrand. Dr fucking Lovstrand. This is what I get for all those hours sitting around your kitchen table, drinking your shit coffee, eating your inedible cake. Laughing at your terrible jokes, smiling at your boring daughter, and making out that your house, your extension, your tiny corner of the universe is the most interesting, the most important … behind my back you go to one of my juniors

            
               Beat.

            

            keep typing. I understand my office trainee Ragnar Brovik has been in to see you. I have to say I was amazed to learn this since I believed I was handling your account. I wondered if you could possibly drop by the office to explain the situation or even better fucking pick up the phone to the heir to the throne and tell him that he just gave the Master Builder plaque to the wrong person

            
               Beat.

            

            Kaja

            do you want me to send this?

            
               Beat.

            

            Solness

            you should have told me

            
               Beat.

            

            stop typing

            
               She stops.

            

            
               Beat.

            

            
               They look at each other.

            

            
               He comes over to quite near her.

            

            Kaja

            it’s quite late, do you want me to type something else, only –

            Solness

            I’ll ring you a taxi, in a minute

            why was it that we stopped talking?

            
               Beat.

            

            I’m just interested

            Kaja

            we –

            Solness

            yes?

            remind me

            look at me would you. You always told it to me straight whatever it was that was going on

            
               Beat.

            

            
               She looks at him.

            

            Kaja

            not really

            Solness

            outside, last summer

            on the pavement outside, almost every day

            cigarette in our hands, what was going on really in the office, when there was that problem in accounts, could even say we became friends

            and so I think it’s fair to ask why?

            why did all that stop?

            if it hadn’t stopped you might have warned me, you might have said Brovik and Ragnar are up to something but

            was it something I said?

            Kaja

            no

            Solness

            so …?

            Kaja

            I got

            Solness

            what?

            Kaja

            I suppose, I got

            nervous

            Solness

            nervous?

            Kaja

            yes

            Solness

            of what?

            Kaja

            of your wife

            Solness

            my wife?

            Kaja

            I thought she …

            
               Beat.

            

            Solness

            no go on, say –

            Kaja

            I thought she thought it was less innocent than it was

            
               Beat.

            

            and as it didn’t matter –

            Solness

            I see

            it didn’t matter?

            Kaja

            there is a kind of force-field around her, when she comes near –

            Solness

            she thought that it was less innocent than it was?

            Kaja

            she is your wife, of course she would have an opinion if you were spending time with me

            Solness

            but it was innocent as you say –

            Kaja

            of course it was

            Solness

            then what had she to fear?

            
               Kaja shrugs.

            

            Kaja

            I don’t know

            Solness

            exactly

            Kaja

            it was just a feeling

            
               Beat.

            

            do you want me to type an actual letter or not? 

            Solness

            I haven’t decided yet

            and I know it’s time for you to go home

            and I know you are engaged to Ragnar

            Kaja

            I am not sure where this is leading –

            Solness

            I only said that to reassure you

            the friendship we had was innocent

            you are with Ragnar, I am with my wife

            but I miss it. A bit

            
               Beat.

            

            and then you gave up fucking smoking so I was outside on my own

            lah lah, e-cig bollocks

            leave a man standing out the back

            
               He gets out a packet of cigarettes.

            

            
               He starts to light one.

            

            tell me again why you gave up?

            oh yes Ragnar doesn’t like it

            
               Beat.

            

            not you don’t like it, Ragnar doesn’t like it

            he doesn’t like it because he could see you were standing outside smoking with me

            and he could see you from the office

            they control you

            the pair of them

            my wife controls me, they control you

            the three of you working in the same place

            I’m just saying

            what am I saying?

            have a fucking cigarette

            
               He passes her a cigarette.

            

            if you want to

            no control coming from me

            your choice of course

            
               She takes it.

            

            
               He lights it. She inhales.

            

            
               She looks grateful.

            

            Solness

            it’s almost worth giving up smoking to have that first pull of an illegal fag isn’t it?

            
               She laughs a bit.

            

            tell me I am fucking right

            Kaja

            alright you are fucking right

            Solness

            will you tell me what they are planning?

            Kaja

            I don’t think there are plans

            I don’t think it is like that

            Solness

            Ragnar must realise he could set up his own firm in time

            and with the contacts from here –

            Kaja

            he wouldn’t take them

            Solness

            so he does want that?

            Kaja

            I am just saying he’s moral, he wouldn’t do it

            Solness

            is he moral though? That’s the question

            he seems rampant

            and most of his ideas are ones that have come from me

            maybe he won’t while Brovik is alive maybe, but Brovik tells me he won’t last forever

            what is to stop Ragnar moving on once his dad has gone?

            I looked at the other things he has done

            it’s not just the Lovstrand house

            Kaja

            Brovik just wants you to make him a partner

            I think if you do that –

            Solness

            that’s the only chink left to me

            Kaja

            what do you mean?

            Solness

            at the moment he is newly qualified, and under me

            I thought he was crap – no problem but now I know he is good

            and the minute he gets anything built, anything of scale

            Kaja

            but you will sign off. You have to, if he is as brilliant as you say –

            Solness

            and then he is my arch rival standing in front of me

            it’s bad enough he stops you from smoking but

            
               Beat.

            

            I know I know, I’m being ridiculous but

            why in my right mind would I make him a partner? Or now anyway?

            I’m only asking the question. It’s interesting isn’t it? Here is the challenge, promote the person who is destined to overtake you

            
               She holds his gaze for a moment

            

            
               They stand quite close.

            

            Kaja

            I can’t believe you even think like that

            Solness

            you can’t?

            Kaja

            you’re ruthless

            Solness

            not ruthless but I worked my way up the hard way

            how else do you get to be Master Builder?

            
               She smokes the cigarette.

            

            Kaja

            and this is revenge –

            Solness

            this, no?

            how could this be revenge?

            Kaja

            having a cigarette with his fiancée?

            Solness

            not at all

            Kaja

            presumably you want me to do something –

            Solness

            possibly, not sure

            Kaja

            I won’t

            Solness

            I think you might

            I don’t think you liked being told to give up smoking

            I don’t think you like being watched either

            
               Beat.

            

            persuade him away from the Lovstrand house

            give me another year or so

            let me get my head together about Ragnar

            you can tell him I thought the plans were dreadful if you like or

            a man needs a woman to look at him and tell him he is great

            if she doesn’t then – it erodes him

            Kaja

            why would I do that?

            
               Beat.

            

            Solness

            okay

            maybe you wouldn’t

            barking up the wrong tree, I shouldn’t have asked

            Kaja

            you think my loyalty is to you?

            Solness

            call it a hunch

            Kaja

            you’re a bit of a bastard

            Solness

            you liked standing outside on the pavement with me

            you liked that I chose to share a cigarette with you

            Kaja

            you’re full of shit actually

            Solness

            really?

            
               She puts her cigarette out.

            

            Kaja

            yes, really really full of shit

            Solness

            okay

            Kaja

            I don’t like you

            you’ve got it all wrong

            you bought the cigarettes, I was bumming off you

            Solness

            I see

            Kaja

            yes we were smoking together but only because I could joke about it later

            Solness

            fine

            Kaja

            and my loyalty will always be to Ragnar, you dick
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