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Foreword


I love quizzes and can be quite argumentative – I was convinced that the second largest private garden is at Lambeth Palace and not the answer given in Tour 1, for example – but now must accept that I never stop learning about London!


This being a quiz book, I’ll pose a question of my own.


Why has a non-native Londoner been invited to introduce this collection of tours?


Well, perhaps no one is more qualified than someone who has chosen to spend thirty years working here, who finds London weaving into her identity, and who is passionate in her belief that this is the world’s very best city to visit, do business, to study and to enjoy life.


I was born in Sri Lanka and educated in Scotland – my parents’ homeland – where I studied German and English Literature, and I’ve lived in Germany and Australia. The great research I had access to at VisitBritain, the national tourism agency, taught me ‘To see oursels as ithers see us’ (to quote Robert Burns), so I claim a broad insight into how London sees itself and is seen by others – for better and for worse.


London is today one of the world’s most successful and alluring cities that attracts talent from all over the planet, so it’s hard to believe that in the 1980s its population was in decline. Now it’s the largest in its history. London has become my home too. I find it endlessly fascinating, and more visitors than ever are also discovering that London is GREAT.


Based on my personal experience and opportunities encountered while working in tourism, I have to say that London’s quality of life has improved hugely during my time here – better museums and galleries (many free!); more arts and cultural activity; better care and interpretation of heritage (often thanks to Heritage Lottery Fund investment); cleaner streets and buildings; improved public transport options (and introduction of the handy Oyster card and contactless payment); more spaces for pedestrians; outdoor cafés; a wider range of shops, markets and places to eat; more waymarked walks and cycle ways; welcoming smiles on more peoples’ faces; and new neighbourhoods to explore. This is true whether you’re a London resident, a visitor from elsewhere in these British Isles or from farther away, here for the first time or back again for more.


This book celebrates so much of London’s endlessly rich, ever-changing mix. The cleverly constructed tours certainly inspire me to get out there and explore more of the wider area. I hope they also inspire you to appreciate much more of this wonderful city in the entertaining company of one of London’s well-qualified Blue Badge guides!


Sandie Dawe CBE


London & Partners Board Member


www.visitlondon.com


July 2016




Introduction


Have you seen that grapes for sparkling wines are now being grown commercially in Enfield, north London?


Did you know that one of the world’s most successful academies for performing artistes is in Croydon, south London?


Or that the largest existing tidal mill in the world is waiting for you in Bow, east London?


Have you visited the UNESCO World Heritage Site in Kew, west London?


In whichever direction you travel, there are fascinating places to see and stories to be discovered – and all this is in addition to many famous sights in central London that help make this the most visited city on our planet. Think of London and it is surely impossible not to conjure up images of Tower Bridge, Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, the River Thames or the British Museum. And yet there is much more waiting to be found a little farther afield.


London’s Blue Badge guides are professionally qualified experts, who love helping visitors to discover wonderful places and celebrate their part in London’s story. So, instead of a standard quiz made up of lots of Very Interesting Facts about London’s well-known tourist sights, this book has been conceived as a series of themed tours that guide you through much more of London’s immense variety and sheer extraordinariness.


Imagine yourself exploring London with your very own Blue Badge guide. Your knowledgeable companion will lead you on a series of entertaining tours covering a wide variety of interesting topics. Each of these twenty-two journeys conveniently sidesteps the usual constraints – time and space, past and present – enabling you to explore places you may think you know, or parts of town that are new to you, in complete comfort. These tours travel in all directions and out as far as the M25, the orbital motorway encircling the wider metropolitan area.


Each tour is made up of ten increasingly challenging questions. The answer to Question 1 should be familiar to most visitors and residents, but don’t be complacent! If you are still getting correct answers at the end of each tour, you are already well on the way to becoming a London Expert – and we look forward to your application for a place on the next course to qualify as a London Blue Badge guide!


This is no ordinary quiz book because London is no ordinary city. Have fun and do come out and explore!


Mark King


July 2016


Finding a London Blue Badge guide


British Guild of Tourist Guides www.britainsbestguides.org


Guide London/APTG www.guidelondon.org.uk




About the Author


Mark King qualified as a London Blue Badge tourist guide after a thirty-year career in marketing.


Born and raised in suburban north London, he graduated from the University of Oxford with a degree in Modern Languages & Modern History. Mark spent twenty years at one of the world’s best-known advertising agencies, then he moved in-house to advise leading international corporate and commercial law firms based in the City of London.


Mark’s education and career took him around Britain and overseas, with lengthy assignments in America, Russia and the Czech Republic. He took full advantage of opportunities to explore heritage and contemporary culture in environments as diverse as a New York ad. agency, creative start-ups in post-Communist Prague, St Petersburg and Moscow, a lycée in Bordeaux and a kibbutz in Israel. Holidays have been spent discovering more of his own country, as well as the wider world, often with the help of professional local guides in fascinatingly varied countries. His travels to date include Egypt, South Africa, Canada, USA, Singapore and Thailand, as well as the four corners of Europe from Poland, Italy, Greece, Malta, to France, Denmark and Germany.


Now a full-time professional guide himself, Mark leads a wide variety of tours within central London and out of town with overseas visitors, British residents of all ages and staff of London businesses. He enjoys experiences of the megacity he calls ‘the Big Onion’, peeling away layers of history at iconic sights such as Westminster Abbey, as well as in the City of London, Southwark’s Bankside, Kenwood House and the King’s Cross redevelopment zone. Favourite thematic tours include modern architecture, ‘tracking Crossrail’, ‘Jewish London’, and First World War Zeppelin air raids.


He sits on the Executive Council of the British Guild of Tourist Guides, is a member of the Institute of Tourist Guiding, Guide London (Association of Professional Tourist Guides), the City of London Guide Lecturers Association, the Finchley Society and London Historians.


Mark writes quizzes for a community group that raises funds for good causes. He has been an individual winner of Guide London’s annual quiz for professional guides and at the time of writing is a member of the winning team.


During two years of intensive study towards qualification for the London Blue Badge – and also the City of London’s own guiding qualification, in which he topped his class – his long-suffering family found it necessary to bring in a House Rule that restrained his endless enthusiasm for sharing newly discovered information to no more than ‘Three facts a meal’.


Mark is delighted to share his knowledge and passion for London with you now. With considerably more than 220 facts, this book aims to inspire you to discover more of our amazing City in the company of a Blue Badge guide!


www.britainsbestguides.org/guides/3409/mark+king/


www.secret-london.co.uk/Walks_Mark_king_2.html


www.WorldWarOneWalks.com


@MarKomms




TOUR 1


Parks & Gardens


Visitors – and residents – are often delighted to find London is such a green city.


Domestic gardens, public parks, common land, playing fields, nature reserves, ‘green roofs’, allotments and graveyards mean that approximately half of London is classified as ‘green’ spaces. By way of comparison, that is equivalent to the entire area of Cape Town or Brussels. Another 2.5% is ‘blue’ – rivers, canals, ponds and reservoirs.


Before you explore London’s greenery with a Blue Badge tourist guide, this round of questions tests just how ‘green’ you are when it comes to knowing about some of the local parks and gardens.


1. Once a royal hunting estate, London’s largest park was opened to the public thanks to an Act of Parliament in 1872. Which is it?


a. Hyde Park


b. St James’s Park


c. Hampstead Heath


d. Richmond Park


e. Wandsworth Common


f. Queen’s Park


2. Which gardens have been designated as a UNESCO World Heritage Site because of their unique global role in conserving natural biodiversity and promotion of economic botany?


3. Which east London park became Europe’s largest new urban park in 150 years after first opening in 2012?


4. Which of the following organisations manages more of Greater London’s public open spaces than the others in this list?


a. The Royal Parks


b. The National Trust


c. The City of London Corporation


5. London’s principal royal residence at Buckingham Palace and its famous 40-acre gardens are opened to the public each summer. Which private house claims the next largest garden in London?


6. In which London park will you find a Memorial to Heroic Self-Sacrifice?


7. In which park will you see pelicans, whose ancestors were a gift from the Russian Ambassador in 1664?


8. Which park is home to a sculpture of the children’s character Peter Pan?


9. Why is there unexpected greenery inside St Dunstan in the East and Christ Church Greyfriars?


10. Which park in west London puts on open-air opera performances?


After that tour of green spaces, the next route introduces some of the communities that make up London.





Answers: Tour 1



1. d. Richmond Park


This park is the largest inside the M25, London’s ring road, which will be our outer limit on these tours. Covering an area equivalent to 1,150 football pitches, Richmond Park is three times the size of New York’s Central Park. Attractions include ancient trees, wildlife habitats, sports facilities, open-water swimming, superb views of central London, and herds of deer, whose ancestors were hunted by King Henry VIII in the sixteenth century.



2. The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew


Created in 1759, Kew Gardens has developed into a vital centre for the study, conservation, economic management and simple enjoyment of plants from all around the world. In addition to a research centre, the 300-acre gardens display more than 30,000 plant types enjoyed by 2 million visitors each year.



3. The Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park


Venue for an unforgettable festival of sport during the Olympic and Paralympic Games of London 2012, the 560-acre site – the size of Monaco – was then remodelled and renamed in honour of our sovereign in the 60th year of her reign. It even acquired a new postcode – E20 – coincidentally the same as fictional Walford from BBC TV’s long-running series EastEnders.



4. c. The City of London Corporation


The Open Spaces department of The City of London Corporation – the administrative body for London’s financial district – manages 11,250 acres of historic and natural open space for public recreation and health. That’s the equivalent of half of a town the size of Florence, Italy. Green spaces such as Hampstead Heath (just 4 miles from Trafalgar Square), Epping Forest (concealing legendary highwayman Dick Turpin’s hideout) and city-centre pocket gardens are maintained chiefly from the Corporation’s resources and supported by donations, sponsorship, grants and trading income.



5. Winfield House


Residence of the Ambassador of the United States of America, Winfield House is an elegant villa set in 12 acres of private grounds. That is equivalent to eight football pitches, or in this case let’s say nine American football fields. It was gifted in 1946 by Barbara Hutton, heiress of Frank Winfield Woolworth, the American retail tycoon. The house and gardens are located in Regent’s Park, the remainder of which is open to the public. Almost as large as the ambassador’s garden is the archbishop’s at Lambeth Palace – more than 10 acres in size and also wholly worth a visit.
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