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introduction


Once upon a time, cosies were confined to teapots and hot water bottles, but with all the technological devices now in our households we can take much pleasure making cosies for just about anything that needs protection. In this collection there are cosies for mobile phones (pages 30 and 46), laptops (pages 32 and 40), tablets (pages 26 and 44) and eBook readers (page 34). There is a very cute Baby Cosy with a hood and ears (page 78), cafetière cosies (pages 66 and 88), a Glasses Cosy (page 106) and even a Cold Bottle Cosy (page 68) that you can take to the gym – you’ll never have to worry about getting your bottle mixed up with someone else’s ever again!


Devices and containers come in all different shapes and sizes, so all the patterns in this book are suggested measurements. Where possible I have given stitch multiples in the patterns, so you can adjust the size of your cosy to fit your own item. I have chosen the yarns for their yummy colours and textures – and for how easy they are to crochet with. Most cosies work well in a double knit yarn, or something even thicker for more protection, but for cosies that are purely decorative – such as the Vase Cosies on page 64 – I have a used a fine lace yarn with beautiful colours to show the light coming through the glass jars.


Most cosies are made to protect, so I have lined many of the items with a cotton fabric and used some thicker, textured stitches: a puff stitch for the Striped Laptop Cosy (page 40) and a bobble stitch for the Bobble Cafetière Cosy (page 88). If you would like the cosy even thicker you could also add some wadding between the lining and the crochet, but take care not to make the cosy too bulky. I pop my laptop into a cosy and then into my bag and – although I want it to be protected – I don’t want the cosy to take up all the space (I need to keep a hook and yarn in there too!).


In this book we also have a techniques section on pages 8–23, and there are also many tips and notes to help you along when reading the patterns. One of the instructions that is used often in most of the patterns, particularly when a colour change is necessary, is: ‘Cut yarn, do not fasten off’. When doing this keep the hook in the loop, cut the yarn approximately 10cm (4in) from the loop on the hook, and then join the next colour as instructed.


Once you start thinking of all the items you can cover with a crochet cosy you will get obsessed and want to crochet a cover for just about everything! I hope you have as much enjoyment making the projects in this book as I did designing them for you. Enjoy.
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basic stitches


Crochet has only a few basic stitches and once you’ve mastered these all extended stitches follow the same principles. Practise the basic stitches before attempting your first pattern. Crochet is easy to undo because you only have one loop on the hook so you can’t really go wrong. When practising keep the loops loose – you can work on creating an even tension across the fabric later.
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Holding your hook and yarn


Holding the yarn and hook correctly is a very important part of crochet and once you have practised this it will help you to create your stitches at an even tension.


Holding your hook


There are two basic ways of holding the hook. I always teach the pen position as I find this more comfortable. It gives you a more relaxed arm and shoulder.
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Pen position Pick up your hook as though you are picking up a pen or pencil. Keeping the hook held loosely between your fingers and thumb, turn the hook so that the tip is facing up and the hook is balanced in your hand and resting in the space between your index finger and your thumb.
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Knife position But if I’m using a very large hook and chunky yarn, then I may sometimes change and use the knife position. I crochet a lot and I’ve learned that it’s important to take care not to damage your arm or shoulder by being too tense. Make sure you’re always relaxed when crocheting and take breaks.
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Holding your yarn


Pick up the yarn with your little finger on the opposite hand to the hook, with palm facing towards you, the short end in front of the finger and the yarn in the crease between little finger and ring finger. Turn your hand to face downward (see above top), placing the long yarn strand on top of your index finger, under the other two fingers and wrapped right around the little finger. Then turn your hand to face you (above bottom), ready to hold the work in your middle finger and thumb.


Holding hook and yarn while crocheting
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Keep your index finger, with the yarn draped over it, at a slight curve, and hold your work (or the slip knot) using the same hand, between your middle finger and your thumb and just below the crochet hook and loop/s on the hook. As you draw the loop through the hook release the yarn on the index finger to allow the loop to stay loose on the hook. If you tense your index finger, the yarn will become too tight and pull the loop on the hook too tight for you to draw the yarn through.


Holding hook and yarn for left-handers
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Some left-handers learn to crochet like right-handers, but others learn with everything reversed – with the hook in the left hand and the yarn in the right.
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Slip knot


A slip knot is the loop that you put onto the hook to start any stitch in crochet.
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1 Make a circle of yarn as shown.
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2 In one hand hold the circle at the top where the yarn crosses, and let the tail drop down at the back so that it falls across the centre of the loop. With your free hand or the tip of a crochet hook, pull a loop through the circle.
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3 This forms a very loose loop on the hook.
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4 Pull both yarn ends gently to tighten the loop around the crochet hook shank.
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5 Make sure the loop is not TOO tight. It needs to slip easily along the shank.
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Chain stitches


(abbreviated ch)


Chains are the basis of all crochet. This is the stitch you have to practise first because you need to make a length of chains to be able to make the first row or round of any other stitch. Practising these will also give you the chance to get used to holding the hook and the yarn correctly.
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1 Start with the tip of the hook pointed upwards, with the slip knot on your hook sitting loosely so there is enough gap to pull a strand of yarn through the loop on the hook.
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2 Catch the yarn with the hook, circling it around the strand of yarn.
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3 As you catch the yarn, turn the tip of the hook downwards, holding the knot immediately under the loop on the hook with your left hand between finger and thumb.
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4 Then gently pull the strand of yarn through the loop on the hook. As soon as the tip of the hook comes through the loop, turn the tip of the hook immediately upwards.


Chain space


[abbreviated ch sp]
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1 A chain space is the space that has been made under a chain in the previous round or row and falls in between other stitches.
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2 Stitches into a chain space are made directly into the hole created under the chain and not into the chain stitches themselves.


Slip stitch


(abbreviated ss)


A slip stitch is the shortest crochet stitch and is usually worked into other stitches rather than into a foundation chain, because it is rarely used to make a whole piece of crochet. It is mainly used to join rounds or to take the yarn neatly along the tops of stitches to get to a certain point without having to fasten off. It can also be used as a joining stitch.
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1 To make a slip stitch, first insert the hook through the stitch (chain or chain space). Then wrap the yarn round the hook.
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2 Pull the yarn through both the stitch (chain or chain space) and the loop on the hook at the same time, so you will be left with one loop on the hook.


Double crochet


(abbreviated dc)


Double crochet is the most commonly used stitch of all. It makes a firm tight crochet fabric. If you are just starting out, it is the best stitch to start with because it is the easiest to make.
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1 Make a foundation chain, then insert the tip of the hook into the 2nd chain from the hook. Catch the yarn with the hook by taking the hook around the back of the yarn strand. Pull the yarn through the chain only, with the hook pointed downwards. As soon as you have brought the yarn through, immediately turn the hook upwards – this will help to keep the loop on the hook and prevent it sliding off. Keep the hook in a horizontal position.
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2 You will now have two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn round the hook again (with the hook sitting at the front of the yarn), turn the hook to face downwards and pull the yarn through the two loops, turning the hook to point upwards as soon as you have pulled the yarn through.
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3 One loop is now left on the hook. Keep the hook pointed upwards (this is the default position of the hook until you start the next stitch). Continue working one double crochet into each chain to the end of the foundation chain.
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4 Turn the work to begin the next row. Make one chain and work the first double crochet into the top of the first double crochet in the row below (picking up the two loops at the top of the stitch). Work one double crochet into each double crochet stitch in the row below, to the end of the row.


5 For all subsequent rows, repeat Step 4.
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Half treble


(abbreviated htr)


Half trebles are stitches that are the next height up from a double crochet stitch. The yarn is wrapped around the hook first before going into the stitch (or space) and then once pulled through the stitch (or space) there will be three loops on the hook. The middle loop is from the strand that was wrapped around the hook. Before you attempt to pull the yarn through all three stitches, make sure the loops sit straight and loosely on the hook so that you can pull another strand through to complete the stitch.
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1 Make your foundation chain as usual to start. Before inserting the hook into the work, wrap the yarn round the hook. Then with the yarn wrapped around the hook, insert the hook through the 3rd chain from the hook. Work ‘yarn round hook’ again (as shown by the arrow).
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2 Pull the yarn through the chain. You now have three loops on the hook. Yarn round hook again and pull it through all three loops on the hook.
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3 You will be left with one loop on the hook. Continue working one half treble into each chain to the end of the foundation chain.
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4 Turn the work to begin the next row. Make two chains. Work one half treble into each half treble stitch in the row below to the end of the row.


5 For all subsequent rows, repeat Step 4.


Treble


(abbreviated tr)


A treble is a very common stitch; it gives a more open fabric than a double crochet or a half treble, which both give a denser fabric, and it’s a one step taller stitch than a half treble. As with the half treble, the yarn is wrapped around the hook first before going into the stitch (or space) and then, once pulled through the stitch, there are three loops on the hook. The middle loop is from the strand that was wrapped around the hook. Before you attempt to pull the yarn through the next two stitches on the hook, make sure the loops sit straight and loosely on the hook so that you will be able to pull another strand through to complete the stitch.
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1 Before inserting the hook into the work, wrap the yarn round the hook. Then with the yarn wrapped around the hook, insert the hook through the 4th chain from the hook. Work ‘yarn round hook’ again (as shown by the arrow).
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2 Pull the yarn through the chain. You now have three loops on the hook. Yarn round hook again and pull it through the first two loops on the hook.
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3 You now have two loops on the hook. Yarn round hook again and pull it through the two remaining loops.
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4 You will be left with one loop on the hook. Continue working one treble into each chain to the end of the foundation chain.
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5 Turn the work to begin the next row. Make three chains. Work one treble into each treble stitch in the row below to the end of the row.


6 For all subsequent rows, repeat Step 5.
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Double treble


(abbreviated dtr)
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