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Lorenzo dipped his tail into the “Maybe,” said Lorenzo.

long, straggly grass and hooked “Then let’s go and
out the crown. investigate!” said Princess
As she watched him, Princess Minna.

Minna had an

interesting
thought.

“Lorenzo,” she said,
“do you think your
mum’s special egg
could have rolled
in here too, just like
my crown?”

"aldas
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Princess Minna popped her head
out. “What is it, Lorenzo?”

“I just spoke to my mum on the
telephone,” he said. “You know all
the eggs we’ve hidden around the
castle for the egg hunt?”

“Yes?” said Princess Minna.

“We have to find one of them,
urgently. It’s purple with gold
stars on it. Apparently, it’s VEry
special and needs to be kept
very safe. My mum got mixed
up and accidentally sent it over
with the other eggs. She sounds
really worried about it.”
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Suddenly, there was a knock
at the window. “Princess Minna,
| need your help!”

It was Lorenzo. He was

allin a
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“Oh dear,”

= “Oh dear,”

said the King.

X

“Oh dear,”
said Raymond.

said the Queen.

W

“I don’t even know where to start
searching,” said Lorenzo. “There
are eggs hidden everywhere:’
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But they couldn’t find a purple one
with gold stars on it.
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Princess Minna searched inside )] . e ¢ \
the castle and Lorenzo searched s ° ®

outside the castle. They found
eggs with SPOtS and eggs with
stripes. They found eggs that

were red and blue and orange. 3

¥ .
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“Raymond,” she said, “could you

cast a magic finding spell?”

“I

’d love to,” said Raymond, “but |

have a highly important wizarding
exam today. If | don’t leave right
NOW, I’'m going to be late.” He
disappeared in a puff of smoke.

Princess Minna sighed and
scratched her head. She tried to
remember if she’d seen a purple
egg with gold stars yesterday.

“What’s so special about this
particular egg?” she asked.

“l don’t know,” said Lorenzo,
“but it’s so incredibly special
that my mum is coming to
collect it this afternoon.
We need to find it fast”
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Princess Minna and Lorenzo
live at Castle Tall-Towers with
the King, the Queen and a
wizard called Raymond.
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When all is well in the
kingdom, lots of grey doves
sweep and swoop around the
castle towers, making soft
cooing noises. They make
everywhere smell like
tutti-frutti ice cream.
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When all is NOt well
in the kingdom, big
seagulls come and scare
the doves away.
Then they flip and flap
around the towers, making
screechy squawking noises.
They make everywhere
smell like old seaweed.

g
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As they strolled, Princess Minna
took off her crown and swung it by
her side. She thought it might help
her to think.

She started off swinging the

crown gently, but the more she
strolled, the more she swung.

Before she knew it, the crown had
slipped between her fingers,
tumbled along the grass and rolled
straight into the bit at the bottom
of the garden where NO Ohée
ever goes.
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He sent one to Little Tommy Turret

from Turret’s T shop. He sent one to
Little Betty Button from Button’s B
shop. He sent one to Little Pippi
Piper from Piper’s P shop.

He sent one to the enormous giant
who lives in the clouds. He even sent
one to the three tiny mice who live
in the bottom of the town hall clock.
They all said they would love to
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“| keep wondering why the egg is
so special,” said Lorenzo, “but | just

can’t guess. All | know is we need to
find it really quickly and I'm

beginning to i
~ lose hope.” .

Lorenzo looked sad. Sadder, J
perhaps, than Princess Minna
had ever seen him.

Princess Minna felt unhappy too.
She hadn’t done a good job of She gave Lorenzo a comforting
sorting out the kingdom today. pat. “Come for a stroll in the
Castle Tall-Towers had smelled garden,” she said. “It will make you
of old seaweed for the whole feel better and it might help us
of the Great Dragon Egg Hunt remember where we hid the very
and there wasn’t a dove in sight. special egg.”
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She jumped out of bed,
threw on her clothes
and ran down
and down
and down the stairs.

She needed to find out
what was wrong with the
kingdom and sort it out

quickly.
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On the morning of the Great
Dragon Egg Hunt, Princess Minna

was woken up by a horrible noise.

Oh dear. The seagulls were back.
Everywhere smelled like old

seaweed.
This was VEry bad news. It was

Lorenzo’s big de and Princess
Minna wanted everything to go
well for him.

o3






OEBPS/images/a056_57_online.jpg
The bit at the bottom of the
garden where no one ever goes
was very Overgrown. It was full
of things like rusty wheelbarrows,

leaky hosepipes, chipped
flowerpots and spades without
their handles.
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The King, the Queen and “All is not well in the kingdom,”
Raymond were eating breakfast. said the King.
“Thank goodness you’re here, “I know,” said Princess Minna.
Minna,” said the Queen, brushing “What’s the problem?”
seagull feathers off the tablecloth. “We’ve no idea,” said Raymond,
magically.
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To her surprise, everyone did
stop. They all looked a bit
disappointed. Princess Minna
didn’t want to disappoint them.
She wanted them to carry on
enjoying themselves. So, instead of

sending them home, she quickly ( ‘
thought up a N€W idea. =
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“The secret,” said Princess
Minna, “is that there is one purple
egg with gold stars on it, and

whoever finds this egg will win a

“Well,” she said, “the prize is

£

d... um... d... um...

bri I I ic nt prize!” “A um what?” squeaked the

third tiny mouse.

“Hurrah!” said the townspeople.

“What'’s the prize?” squeaked the
first tiny mouse.

“And how brilliant is it, exactly?”
squeaked the second tiny mouse.
Princess Minna didn’t actually
know what the prize would be

yet. She was planning to think
about that a bit later on.
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The townspeople

shuffled closer.
The giant
listened in
through an
open window.

“Welcome to the
Great Dragon
Egg Hunt,” she
said. “We hope you
have a lovely day.
But there is a
secret we need
to tell you.”

The three tiny mice who lived in
the bottom of the town hall clock
quivered with delight.

Everyone wanted to know the
secret.
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Lorenzo is Princess Minna’s best
friend in the whole world.
Princess Minna never needs

to fight him, even though he’s

a dragon.
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The other day, Lorenzo planned a
Great Dragon Egg Hunt

for the townspeople.
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Princess Minna and Lorenzo

watched as the townspeople
hunted all over the castle and
all over the garden, finding

colourful eggs.
They watched Little Tommy,
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Little Betty and Little Pippi run
happily up and down the driveway.

They watched the giant search
the big royal garage and
they watched the three tiny mice
scurry about inside the huge
royal shed.
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This is Minna. She is a princess.

Princess Minna is very good at
lots of things.

She is good at taming unicorns,
kissing frogs and fighting dragons.
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“The prize is a surprise!”
said Princess Minna. “And it is
off-the-scale brilliant!
That means it’s so brilliant you can’t
even measure how brilliant it is.”
“Woo-hoo!”
Everyone ran off to continue
the hunt.

Phew, thought Princess Minna.
Now all we need to do is wait.
Someone will find the

very special egg

before long.
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Could it be Could it be one of the dinosaur

some flowers models she’d made out of milk
from the royal bottle tops?
flower beds? No, she

No, that would
annoy the royal

couldn’t bear

togiveanyof .

them away. (@

< & e = & I@%.
Could it be one of the royol
thrones?
No, the King and Queen would
NOt be happy if they had to , )
squeeze both of their bottoms on to AL 1

ONe throne at the next royal party. i
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More ROYALLY EXCITING
ADVENTURES to look out for:
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# :

THE ENCHANTED FOREST

VA

THE UNICORN MIX-UP

$

THE BIG BAD SNOWY DAY

VA

THE BEST PRINCESS

$

THE WICKED WOOD

$

THE GIANT BEANSTALK

$

THE SINGING SISTERS
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First, he asked his mum to make
lots of chocolate dragon eggs for
him to hide around the castle.
Lorenzo’s mum makes the very
best chocolate dragon eggs. They
look exactly like real dragon eggs!
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But by the middle of the day, the
very special egg had not yet been
found. Overhead, the seagulls
flipped and flapped and
screeched and squawked.
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“Princess Minna,” said Lorenzo,
“it won’t be long until my mum
gets here. | promised I'd find her
egg and keep it safe.”

-
4

“Don’t worry, someone’s sure to
come across it soon.” Princess
Minna was thinking about
something else. she'd told
everyone there would be a brilliant
prize for the finder of the very
special egg, but she still hadn’t
worked out what the prize
was going to be.
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THE
DRAGON
EGG HUNT
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Dihg—dong!

went the royal doorbell.
“Princess Minna,” called Lorenzo,

“it’s the townspeople! They’re here
for the Great Dragon Egg Hunt.
What are we going to do?”

)X WA
XY
“Leave it to me,” said Princess
Minna. She would simply ask
everyone to go away and come

back for the egg hunt tomorrow.

That would give the royal household

plenty of time to find the very
special egg. EQsy peasy.
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“These look just like real “Princess Minna!” said Lorenzo.

dragon eggs,” the townspeople “What if someone eats the very

cried. “But they’re made of
chocolate!”
Little Pippi Piper had found

special egg? What am | going to
tell my mum? We have to

do something”
a stripy pink one and
was already eating it.

Princess Minna
took a big deep
breath and
shouted out in
her loudest voice.
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Before Princess Minna had
even said a single word,
the townspeople were
grabbing eggs from their 4
hiding places. Pink ones and *
and ones with Wigg|y *
lines and ones with *
loop-the-loops. "(

yellow ones and green ones.






