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Me Before You (film)






Me Before You is a 2016 British-American romantic drama film directed by Thea Sharrock[image: External link] as her directorial debut and adapted by English author Jojo Moyes from her 2012 novel of the same name. The film stars Emilia Clarke[image: External link], Sam Claflin, Steve Peacocke[image: External link], Jenna Coleman, Charles Dance[image: External link], Matthew Lewis, Janet McTeer, Vanessa Kirby and Joanna Lumley.

Set in the UK, the film is shot in various historic locations around the country, including Pembroke Castle in Wales, and Chenies Manor House in Buckinghamshire, England. The film was released on June 3, 2016, in the US, received mixed reviews on Metacritic and grossed $207 million worldwide.[4][5]
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 Plot




26-year-old Louisa Clark (Emilia Clarke[image: External link]) is a happy, outgoing woman who lives with and supports her working-class family. After losing her job at a local cafe, she is hired as the caregiver of Will Traynor (Sam Claflin), a former successful banker and once active young man who became paralyzed after being involved in a motorcycle accident two years prior. Louisa has no experience but Will's mother believes her cheery personality will help lift his spirits. Will only spends time with Nathan, his male nurse, who assists with his care, exercise and movement and knows that he will never regain use of his body due to the damage to his spinal cord.

Cynical and depressed because he can no longer live an active life, he initially reacts coldly to Louisa's upbeat demeanor and treats her with contempt. After two weeks, Will has a visit from his former best friend Rupert and ex-girlfriend Alicia who reveal that they are engaged. Will manages to smash all the photographs on his dresser in anger and indignation, which Louisa tries to repair the next day, leading to a verbal altercation during which Louisa chastises him for being an arse. The next day, Will asks Louisa to watch a film with subtitles with him, and she accepts. The two begin to bond and eventually become close friends. Louisa and Will continue to talk daily; she learns that he is cultured and worldly, having traveled extensively. In contrast, her life so far has been simple, without many interests or hobbies or travel away from home. Her long-term boyfriend, Patrick (Matthew Lewis), is training to take part in a Viking triathlon in Norway[image: External link], a hobby that he often chooses over spending time with her. Will urges Louisa to broaden her horizons and tells her that it's her responsibility to live life as fully as possible.

While taking care of him during one of his occasional illnesses, Louisa notices Will's scarred wrists from a previous suicide attempt. While at work one day, Louisa overhears an argument of Will's parents and she learns that Will has given his parents six months before checking in to Dignitas in Switzerland for assisted suicide. Will refuses to accept life with a disability that entails dependency, pain and suffering without any hope for recovery of his old self. Louisa then takes it upon herself to change his mind. She organizes various trips and adventures to show Will that life is worth living, despite his disability. Will gradually becomes more communicative and open to her plans. The pair attends the horse-racing, with disastrous consequences and a few days afterwards, goes to a Mozart concert. Will then decides to attend Alicia's wedding and asks Louisa to accompany him. At the wedding, Louisa and Will enjoy offending the straight-laced guests. Louisa learns from the bride's godmother that she considers Will to be Alicia's 'one that got away'.

Will joins Louisa's family for dinner on her birthday, where they learn that Louisa's father had lost his job in a leveraged buyout that happened to have been organized by a younger associate of Will. Shortly thereafter Louisa's father is offered the head of maintenance job at Stortfold Castle which belongs to Will's family and Louisa realizes that Will is trying to help her secure her freedom from her family. Gradually they develop strong feelings for one another, which makes Patrick jealous and causes problems in Louisa's long-standing relationship, leading to their break-up.

During a luxurious trip to the island of Mauritius together, undertaken after another bout with pneumonia and with help from Will's male nurse, Will informs Louisa that he still intends to follow through with the euthanasia. He wants her to live a full life instead of "half a life" with him. He says their time together has been special, but he cannot bear to live in a wheelchair. He asks her to accompany him to Switzerland to be with him through his last moments. Heartbroken, she informs Will's parents upon arrival in London that she is quitting immediately and travels back to her home by bus. She does not speak to Will for the days that follow. However, at home, Louisa's father convinces her to go to Will in Switzerland. She finds out that he has already left for Switzerland, and decides to go to to Switzerland herself to be with Will in his final moments.

A few weeks after Will's death, sitting in his favorite cafe in Paris, she rereads the letter Will left for her. In it he encourages her to seek out a specific perfume shop and ends off the letter with 'just live', which she can afford to do because he has left her enough money to follow her dreams.
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 Cast





	
Emilia Clarke[image: External link] as Louisa "Lou" Clark[6]


	
Sam Claflin as William "Will" Traynor[6]


	
Jenna Coleman as Katrina Clark[7]


	
Charles Dance[image: External link] as Steven Traynor[7]


	
Janet McTeer as Camilla Traynor[8]


	
Matthew Lewis as Patrick[9]


	
Brendan Coyle as Bernard Clark[9]


	
Vanessa Kirby as Alicia Dewares[9]


	
Ben Lloyd-Hughes[image: External link][9] as Rupert Collins

	
Steve Peacocke[image: External link] as Nathan

	
Samantha Spiro[9] as Josie Clark

	
Joanna Lumley[10] as Mary Rawlinson

	Major Timothy Dewares (Alicia Dewares Father)
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 Production




On April 2, 2014, it was announced Thea Sharrock[image: External link] would direct the film.[11] On September 2, 2014, Emilia Clarke[image: External link] and Sam Claflin were cast in the film.[6] Stephen Peacocke[image: External link] was cast on March 24, 2015,[12] with Jenna Coleman and Charles Dance[image: External link] cast on April 2, 2015.[7] On April 9, 2015, Janet McTeer joined the cast;[8] and Brendan Coyle, Matthew Lewis, Samantha Spiro, Vanessa Kirby, and Ben Lloyd-Hughes[image: External link] joined the cast the next day.[9]
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 Filming




Principal photography began in April 2015, and ended on June 26, 2015.[13][14] The film was shot in various locations in the UK, including Pembroke, Wales, and Chenies Manor House, Chenies, Buckinghamshire, England for the wedding scenes, while Majorca, Spain, stands in for Mauritius.[15]
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 Release




In July 2014, it was announced that the film would be released on August 21, 2015.[16] In May 2015, the film's release date was moved to June 3, 2016.[17] In November 2015, the film's release date was moved back, to March 4, 2016,[18] before being delayed again in January 2016, to its previous June 3, 2016 release date.[19]
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 Reception
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 Box office




Me Before You grossed $56.2 million in North America and over $151.2 million in other territories for a total of $207.4 million, against a budget of $20 million.[4]

In North America, Me Before You opened on June 3, 2016 alongside Popstar: Never Stop Never Stopping and Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows and was expected to gross around $15 million from 2,704 theaters in its opening weekend.[20] The film grossed $1.4 million from its Thursday night previews and $7.8 million on its first day.[21] In its opening weekend the film grossed $18.3 million, finishing third at the box office behind Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows ($35.3 million) and X-Men: Apocalypse ($22.3 million).[22]
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 Critical response




On Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has a rating of 58% based on 151 reviews; the average rating is 5.5/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Me Before You benefits from Emilia Clarke and Sam Claflin's alluring chemistry, although it isn't enough to compensate for its clumsy treatment of a sensitive subject."[23] On Metacritic the film has a score of 51 out of 100 based on 36 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[5] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale.[24]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Accolades






	Award
	Category
	Recipient(s)
	Result
	Ref(s)



	People's Choice Awards
	Favorite Dramatic Movie
	Me Before You
	Won
	[25]



	Teen Choice Awards
	Choice Movie: Liplock
	Emilia Clarke[image: External link] and Sam Claflin
	Nominated
	[26]



	MTV Movie & TV Awards
	Tearjerker
	Emilia Clarke and Sam Claflin
	Nominated
	[27]
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The film has suffered a backlash from many people in the disability rights movement due to what they perceive as an underlying message that people with disabilities are a burden on their families and careers, and claim the film promotes the view that people are better off dead than disabled.[28] They view the film as advocating suicide so that their loved ones can "live boldly".[29][30] The #MeBeforeEuthanasia backlash has been led by celebrities with disabilities such as Liz Carr, Penny Pepper,[31] Mik Scarlet[29] and Cherylee Houston[image: External link] and Not Dead Yet UK in the UK,[32][33] and Dominick Evans, Emily Ladau and activists from Not Dead Yet in the US.[34] Protests in the US occurred in Los Angeles, New York City, Boston, various locations in Colorado and Texas, Atlanta, Baltimore, Connecticut, Rochester, San Francisco, and multiple locations around the country. The film was also protested in Australia.[35]
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Alison Owen






Alison Mary Owen (born 18 February 1961) is an English film producer.[1][2]

Her credits as a producer include Moonlight and Valentino[image: External link] (1995), Elizabeth[image: External link] (1998), Sylvia[image: External link] (2003), Shaun of the Dead[image: External link] (2004), Proof[image: External link] (2005), The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link] (2007), Brick Lane[image: External link] (2007), Chatroom[image: External link] (2010), Saving Mr. Banks[image: External link] (2013), Tulip Fever[image: External link] (2017).
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 Personal life




Owen was born in Portsmouth[image: External link], Hampshire, to Mary Kathleen (née Hitchiner), a Royal Navy[image: External link] dockyard worker, and Peter Ronald Owen, chief petty officer in the Royal Navy, and was the younger of two daughters. Her elder sister is Jill Beatrice Owen (born 1959).[3]

Alison Owen has three children: pop singer Lily Allen[image: External link] and actor Alfie Allen[image: External link] (by her ex-husband, Keith Allen[image: External link]), and Sarah Owen, a daughter from a previous relationship.[4] She is married to art director Aaron Batterham, who has four children of his own.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Career




She first started working at Limelight[image: External link] doing music videos. Later she then produced her first movie Hear My Song[image: External link] and a TV series called Diary of a Teenage Health Freak[image: External link]. Then she worked for Working Title[image: External link] (who were part owned by PolyGram[image: External link]). She set up the low-budget film division.[5]
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 Filmography





	Tulip Fever[image: External link]

	
Suffragette[image: External link] (2015)

	
The Giver[image: External link] (2014; executive producer)

	
Saving Mr. Banks[image: External link] (2013)

	
Jane Eyre[image: External link] (2011)

	
The Other Boleyn Girl[image: External link] (2008)

	Brick Lane[image: External link]

	
Proof[image: External link] (2005)

	
Shaun of the Dead[image: External link] (2004)

	
Happy Now? (2001)

	
Elizabeth[image: External link] (1998)

	Moonlight and Valentino[image: External link] (1995)

	The Young Americans[image: External link] (1993)

	
Hear My Song[image: External link] (1991)
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Jojo Moyes






Jojo Moyes (born 4 August 1969 in London[image: External link], England[image: External link]) is an English[image: External link] journalist and, since 2002, a romance novelist. She is one of only a few authors to have twice won the Romantic Novel of the Year Award[image: External link] by the Romantic Novelists' Association[image: External link] and has been translated into eleven different languages.
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 Life and early career




Pauline Sara-Jo Moyes was born on 4 August 1969[1] in Maidstone[image: External link],[2] England[image: External link], the only child of Elizabeth J. McKee, an illustrator, and James C. Moyes, a sculptor.[3] She studied at Royal Holloway, University of London[image: External link] whilst working for the Egham and Staines News.[4]

In 1992, she won a bursary financed by The Independent newspaper to attend the postgraduate newspaper journalism course at City University[image: External link], London. She subsequently worked for The Independent for the next 10 years (except for one year, when she worked in Hong Kong[image: External link] for the Sunday Morning Post) in various roles, becoming Assistant News Editor in 1998. In 2002 she became the newspaper's Arts and Media Correspondent.[5]
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 Writing career




Moyes became a full-time novelist in 2002, when her first book Sheltering Rain was published. She continues to write articles for The Daily Telegraph.[6]

She first won the Romantic Novelists' Association's Romantic Novel of the Year Award in 2004 for Foreign Fruit [7] and again in 2011 for The Last Letter From Your Lover[8]

Moyes' publisher, Hodder & Stoughton[image: External link], did not take up the book Me Before You and Moyes sold it to Penguin[image: External link]. It sold six million copies, went to number one in nine countries, and reinvigorated her back catalogue resulting in three of her novels being on the New York Times bestseller list at the same time.[9]

In 2013, it was announced that Michael H. Weber[image: External link] and Scott Neustadter[image: External link] have been hired to write an adaptation of Moyes novel Me Before You.[10]

In 2016 the film adaptation Me Before You was released and the screenplay was written by Moyes.[11]
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 Private life




Moyes lives on a farm in Great Sampford[image: External link], Essex[image: External link] with her husband, journalist Charles Arthur, and their three children.[12][13]
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Me Before You







	
For the 2016 film based on the book, see Me Before You (film).



Me Before You is a romance novel[image: External link] written by Jojo Moyes. The book was first published on 5 January 2012 in the United Kingdom[image: External link]. A sequel titled After You was released 29 September 2015 through Pamela Dorman Books.[1][2]
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 Plot




Twenty-six-year-old Louisa Clark lives with her working-class family. Unambitious and with few qualifications, she feels constantly outshone by her younger sister, Treena, an outgoing single mother. Louisa, who helps support her family, loses her job at a local cafe. She goes to the Job Centre and, after several failed attempts, is offered a unique employment opportunity: help care for Will Traynor, a successful, wealthy, and once-active young man who was paralyzed in a motorcycle accident two years earlier. Will's mother, Camilla, hires Louisa despite her lack of experience, believing Louisa can brighten his spirit. Louisa meets Nathan, who cares for Will's medical needs, and Will's father, Steven, a friendly upper-class businessman whose marriage to Camilla is strained.

Louisa and Will's relationship starts out rocky due to his bitterness and resentment over being disabled. Things worsen after Will's ex-girlfriend, Alicia, and best friend Rupert reveal that they are getting married. Under Louisa's care, Will gradually becomes more communicative and open-minded as they share experiences together. Louisa notices Will's scarred wrists and later overhears his mother and sister discussing how he attempted suicide shortly after Camilla refused his request to end his life through Dignitas, a Swiss-based assisted suicide organization. Horrified by his attempt, Camilla promised to honour her son's wish, but only if he agreed to live six more months. Camilla intends to prove that, in time, he will believe his life's worth living.

Louisa conceals knowing about Will and Camilla's agreement. However, she tells Treena, and together they devise ways that will help convince Will to abandon his death wish. Over the next few weeks, Will loosens up and lets Louisa shave his beard and cut his shaggy hair. Louisa begins taking Will on outings and the two grow closer.

Through their frequent talks, Louisa learns that Will has travelled extensively; his favourite place is a cafe in Paris. Noticing how limited her life is and that she has few ambitions, Will tries to motivate Louisa to change.

Louisa continues seeing her longtime boyfriend, Patrick, though they eventually break up due to her relationship with Will. Meanwhile, Louisa's father loses his job, causing more financial difficulties. Fortunately, Mr. Traynor offers Mr. Clark a position. Louisa realises that Will is trying to help her secure her freedom from her family. The two attend Alicia and Rupert's wedding where they dance and flirt. Will tells Louisa that she is the only reason he wakes in the morning.

Louisa convinces Will to go on a holiday with her, but before they can leave, Will contracts near fatal pneumonia. Louisa cancels the plans for a whirlwind trip. Instead, she takes Will to the island of Mauritius. The night before returning home, Louisa tells Will that she loves him. Will says he wants to confide something, but she admits that she already knows about his plans with Dignitas. Will says their time together has been special, but he cannot bear to live in a wheelchair. He will be following through with his plans. Angry and hurt, Louisa storms off and does not speak to him for the remainder of the trip. When they return home, Will's parents are pleasantly surprised by his good physical condition. Louisa, however, resigns as his caretaker, and they understand that Will intends to end his life.

On the night of Will's flight to Switzerland, Louisa visits him one last time. They agree that the past six months have been the best in their lives. He dies shortly after in the clinic, and it is revealed that he left Louisa a considerable inheritance, meant to continue her education and to fully experience life. The novel ends with Louisa at a cafe in Paris, reading Will's last words to her in a letter, that tell her to 'live well'.
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 Characters





	
Louisa (Lou) Clark – a 26-year-old woman who is creative, talented and funny but underestimates herself and has few ambitions. Her life changes when she begins working as a caretaker for a paralyzed man. Over time, she learns to harness her capabilities and step out of her limited comfort zone.[3]


	
William (Will) Traynor – a 31-year-old[4] man who became quadriplegic after being hit by a motorbike. He is intelligent and wealthy, but his impairment has left him moody, angry, and bitter. Unable to accept never being the active and adventurous man he once was, he wants to end his life.

	
Camilla Traynor – Will’s mother who has a strained relationship with her son. She is severe and strict but she cares about her son’s well-being.

	
Steven Traynor – Will’s father who was mostly absent from his children’s lives; Camilla Traynor blames him for destroying their family. He wants to divorce Camilla.

	
Katrina (Treena) Clark – Louisa’s younger sister who is a single mother, who works at flower shop. She has always been regarded as the most intelligent sibling. Even though the sisters have always been competitive, they support each other.

	
Patrick – Louisa’s boyfriend who works as a personal trainer. He is obsessed with sports and diet.

	
Nathan – Will’s nurse and caretaker who is also his friend.

	
Bernard Clark – Lou's father.

	
Josephine – Lou's mother.

	
Alicia Dewares – Will’s ex-girlfriend who marries his colleague, Rupert. She is beautiful and delicate, but lives her life according to the standards of upper society.

	
Georgina Traynor – Will’s sister who does not care much about her brother, concerned only about her life and her accomplishments. Georgina feels that Will’s mishap should not affect her success.

	
Rupert Freshwell – An old friend of Will's from work. He is married to Alicia.

	
Frank – Louisa's previous employer.

	
Thomas – Louisa's young nephew and the son of her sister Katrina, a single mother.

	
Major Timothy Dewares Alicia Dewares Father,
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 Reception




Reception for Me Before You has been positive and the book was placed on the Richard and Judy Book Club[image: External link].[5][6] USA Today[image: External link] and the New York Times[image: External link] both praised the work,[7] with the New York Times reviewer commenting that "When I finished this novel, I didn’t want to review it; I wanted to reread it."[8]

Disability advocates have criticized the book and film for suggesting that life may not be worth living for some with severe disabilities.[9]
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 Film adaptation




Main article: Me Before You (film)


In 2014 MGM[image: External link] announced it would make a film adaptation of Me Before You, to be directed by Thea Sharrock[image: External link][10] and released via Warner Bros[image: External link]. The film was initially set to release in August 2015 but was pushed back to 3 June 2016.[11]

Emilia Clarke[image: External link] and Sam Claflin portray the main characters, and filming began in the spring of 2015.[12] The film has grossed over $200 million worldwide.
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Sam Claflin






Samuel George Claflin (born 27 June 1986) is an English actor. He is known for portraying Finnick Odair[image: External link] in The Hunger Games film series[image: External link], Philip Swift in Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link], and Will Traynor in Me Before You.
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 Early life




Sam Claflin was born in Ipswich[image: External link], Suffolk[image: External link],[1] the third of four sons of Mark, a finance officer, and Sue Claflin, a classroom assistant. He has two older brothers, Benjamin and Daniel, and a younger brother, Joseph, who is also an actor.[2][3] He grew up in Norwich[image: External link], Norfolk[image: External link]. As a child, he had an interest in football[image: External link]. He played throughout his childhood until he broke his ankle, an injury that he felt would prevent him from playing professionally. After some persuasion from his parents and a teacher with whom he'd made an impression during his high school play at Costessey High School[image: External link], he pursued acting.[1][4] He was a member of the Norwich City[image: External link] School of Excellence.[5] In 2003, he took up Performing Arts at Norwich City College[image: External link],[4] before going on to attend the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art[image: External link], from which he graduated in 2009.[6]
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 Career




Claflin made his acting debut in 2010, when he appeared on the television miniseries The Pillars of the Earth[image: External link] as Richard and in the TV series Any Human Heart[image: External link] as young Logan Mountstuart. In March 2011, he was cast as Thomas in The Seventh Son, a film adaptation of The Spook's Apprentice[image: External link],[7] but dropped for unknown reasons and was replaced by Ben Barnes[image: External link].[8] His next appearance came in April 2011, when he portrayed footballer Duncan Edwards[image: External link] in the BBC[image: External link] TV drama United[image: External link], which was centred on the events of the 1958 Munich air disaster[image: External link], in which Edwards was fatally injured.

In April 2010, he was cast as Phillip Swift[image: External link], a missionary that falls in love with the mermaid Syrena (portrayed by Àstrid Bergès-Frisbey[image: External link]), in 2011's Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link], the fourth instalment of the Pirates of the Caribbean film series[image: External link]. For the film, he received a nomination in the 17th Empire Awards[image: External link] for "Best Male Newcomer."[9] In 2012, he appeared as Jack in the 6-episode series White Heat[image: External link]. Later that year, he played a supporting role in the 2012 film Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link], as William, Snow White's childhood friend. He received a nomination in the 2012 Teen Choice Awards[image: External link] for the category "Best Movie Breakout." Also in 2012, he was cast in the lead role in Hammer Films[image: External link]' The Quiet Ones[image: External link], which was filmed in mid-2013 and was released in April 2014.[10]

On 22 August 2012, Lionsgate[image: External link] announced that Claflin had been cast as Finnick Odair[image: External link] in The Hunger Games film series[image: External link], starting with The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link].[11][12] Director of Catching Fire, Francis Lawrence[image: External link], stated of Claflin's performance during filming: "Finnick's an interesting character. At first he feels like a bit of a flirt and there's a little bit of sexual tension, but really you kind of fall in love with the guy and you see that there's a real deep emotional side to him. It's one of the reasons I really hired him in the first place was that it's where his character goes in the next couple of stories and I just think he did a fantastic job."[13] The film was released in November 2013 to general acclaim and Claflin's portrayal of Finnick received positive reviews.[14][15] Claflin reprised the role in The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link], released in November 2014, and Part 2[image: External link], released in November 2015.[16]

In February 2013, it was announced that Claflin was cast as Alex in the film adaptation of Cecelia Ahern[image: External link]'s novel Where Rainbows End[image: External link], distributed as Love, Rosie[image: External link] in some territories.[17] The following month, he starred in the TV film Mary and Martha[image: External link] as Ben, which was broadcast by BBC One[image: External link].[18] He received critical acclaim for his role as Oxford University[image: External link] student Alistair Ryle in the British dramatic thriller The Riot Club[image: External link] with Charlotte O'Sullivan of the London Evening Standard[image: External link] saying "Claflin captures his character's vitriol very well" and Laura Dibdin of Digital Spy[image: External link] saying "Claflin brings intrigue and vulnerability to offset the sense of entitlement thus making Alistair the film's most fascinating character".

In 2016, Claflin reprised his role as William, Snow White's childhood friend, in several scenes of the sequel The Huntsman: Winter's War[image: External link]. The same year, he starred in Me Before You, the film adaptation of the novel of the same name, in which he played William Traynor.[19][20]
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 Personal life




In 2011, Claflin started dating actress Laura Haddock[image: External link].[21] In a 2012 interview, he said of Haddock, "She's my female counterpart is the best way to describe her. She is my mum. She reminds me of my mum so much which I think - a guy will know, right? It's important. Your mum knows like everything." Claflin states that, after he first met her, he called his agent to exclaim that he had just met the woman he wanted to marry. The two married in July 2013 in a private ceremony.[22][23] They live in Chiswick, London[image: External link].[24] Haddock gave birth to their first child, a son, in December 2015.[25]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link]
	Philip Swift[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link]
	William
	



	2013
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link]
	Finnick Odair[image: External link]
	



	2014
	The Quiet Ones[image: External link]
	Brian McNeil
	



	The Riot Club[image: External link]
	Alistair Ryle
	



	Love, Rosie[image: External link]
	Alex Stewart
	



	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link]
	Finnick Odair
	



	2015
	The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 2[image: External link]
	Finnick Odair
	



	2016
	The Huntsman: Winter's War[image: External link]
	William
	



	Me Before You
	Will Traynor
	



	Their Finest[image: External link]
	Tom Buckley
	



	2017
	My Cousin Rachel[image: External link]
	Philip Ashley
	



	Journey's End[image: External link]
	Captain Stanhope
	Post-production





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	The Pillars of the Earth[image: External link]
	Richard of Kingsbridge
	Miniseries; 8 episodes



	2010
	The Lost Future[image: External link]
	Kaleb
	Television film



	2010
	Any Human Heart[image: External link]
	Young Logan Mountstuart
	4 episodes



	2011
	United[image: External link]
	Duncan Edwards[image: External link]
	Television film



	2012
	White Heat[image: External link]
	Young Jack Walsh
	Miniseries; 6 episodes



	2013
	Mary and Martha[image: External link]
	Ben
	Television film
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 Awards and nominations






	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2012
	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Male Newcomer
	Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2012
	Grace Award[image: External link]
	Most Inspiring Performance
	Pirates of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides
	Nominated



	2012
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Breakout
	Snow White and the Huntsman[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014
	Empire Awards[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actor
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2014
	MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]
	Best Shirtless Performance[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Nominated



	2014
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Scene Stealer[image: External link]
	The Hunger Games: Catching Fire
	Nominated



	2014
	Glamour Awards[image: External link]
	Man of the Year
	
	Won



	2016
	Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Choice Movie: Liplock (shared with Emilia Clarke[image: External link])
	Me Before You
	Nominated



	2017
	MTV Movie & TV Awards[image: External link]
	Tearjerker (shared with Emilia Clarke)[26]
	Me Before You
	Nominated
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Jenna Coleman






Jenna-Louise Coleman (born 27 April 1986),[1] known as Jenna Coleman,[2][3] is an English actress. Her notable roles are Clara Oswald[image: External link] in the British television series Doctor Who[image: External link], Jasmine Thomas[image: External link] in the British soap opera[image: External link] Emmerdale[image: External link], and Queen Victoria[image: External link] in the ITV[image: External link] drama series Victoria[image: External link].

Coleman was born in Blackpool[image: External link], Lancashire[image: External link], and began her acting career at an early age as a member of a theatre company called In Yer Space.[4] While auditioning for drama schools in 2005, she was chosen to play Jasmine Thomas in Emmerdale. She received critical acclaim for her performance and was nominated for the Most Popular Newcomer award at the 2006 National Television Awards[image: External link].[5]

Coleman went on to play "hard girl" Lindsay James[image: External link] in the BBC[image: External link] school-based drama series Waterloo Road[image: External link], Susan Brown in a BBC Four[image: External link] television adaptation of the John Braine[image: External link] novel Room at the Top, Annie Desmond in Julian Fellowes[image: External link]' four part mini-series Titanic[image: External link], and Rosie in Stephen Poliakoff's[image: External link] original drama series Dancing on the Edge[image: External link].[6]

From 2012 to 2015, Coleman portrayed Clara Oswald[image: External link], companion to the eleventh[image: External link][7] and twelfth[image: External link] incarnations of the Doctor[image: External link] in the science fiction series Doctor Who. She appeared as Lydia Wickham in the BBC drama Death Comes to Pemberley[image: External link].
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 Early life




Coleman was born in Blackpool[image: External link], Lancashire[image: External link],[8] the daughter of Karen and Keith Coleman. She has an older brother named Ben.[9] She attended Arnold School[image: External link], where she was head girl[image: External link].[10] She has stated that she regrets not having a conventional university experience. While at school, Coleman was a member of the theatre company In Yer Space, with which she performed in the play Crystal Clear at the Edinburgh Festival[image: External link]. She won an award for her performance, and the play was also received favourably.[11] In an interview with the Radio Times in 2015 she revealed that her grandmother had named her Jenna after the character of Jenna Wade[image: External link] played by Priscilla Beaulieu Presley[image: External link] in the 80's hit American drama series Dallas[image: External link].[12]
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 Career




While auditioning for drama schools, Coleman landed the part of Jasmine Thomas[image: External link] in Emmerdale[image: External link] in 2005. At the 2007 British Soap Awards[image: External link], she was nominated for the Best Newcomer award, and at the 2006 National Television Awards[image: External link], she was nominated for the Most Popular Newcomer award.[5] At the 2009 British Soap Awards, she was nominated for the Best Actress, Sexiest Female, and Best Dramatic Performance awards.[13] She received a nomination for the Best Actress award from the TV Choice Awards. In May 2009, it was announced that Coleman would be joining BBC[image: External link] drama series Waterloo Road[image: External link] as "hard girl" Lindsay James[image: External link].[6] As she was 23 at the time of her casting, Coleman found the experience of playing a schoolgirl "surreal".[14]

In December 2010, it was announced that Coleman would be playing Susan Brown in a BBC Four[image: External link] television adaptation of the John Braine[image: External link] novel Room at the Top[image: External link].[15][16] The adaptation was originally intended to air in April 2011, but this was cancelled due to a rights dispute between the production company and Braine's estate. The dispute was resolved by 2012, and the show aired in two parts on 26 and 27 September 2012.[4] In 2011, she made her feature film debut in Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]. She also landed the part of Annie Desmond in Julian Fellowes[image: External link]' four part mini-series Titanic[image: External link], describing her character as a "cheeky little Cockney" and "the Eliza Doolittle[image: External link] of the ship".[17]

Coleman provided the voice for the character Melia[image: External link] in the English dub of the 2011 video game Xenoblade Chronicles[image: External link]. In 2012, Coleman was cast as Rosie in Stephen Poliakoff[image: External link]'s original drama series Dancing on the Edge[image: External link], which follows the fortunes of a black jazz band in the 1930s. The show aired on BBC Two[image: External link] in February 2013. She starred as Lydia Wickham in the adaptation of Death Comes to Pemberley[image: External link].[18] The three episodes were shown on BBC One[image: External link] during Christmas 2013.[19]
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 Doctor Who




On 21 March 2012, Doctor Who[image: External link] producer Steven Moffat[image: External link] confirmed at a press conference that Coleman would play the companion[image: External link] of the Eleventh Doctor[image: External link] (Matt Smith[image: External link]).[7] Moffat chose her for the role because she worked the best alongside Smith and could talk faster than he could.[20] She auditioned for the role in secret, under the pretense of auditioning for Men on Waves (an anagram for "Woman Seven": she would first appear in the show's seventh series[image: External link]).[21]

Although originally announced as beginning her run as companion in the Christmas special in 2012, Coleman made a surprise appearance on 1 September 2012 in the first episode[image: External link] of the seventh series as Oswin Oswald[image: External link], a guest character who dies at the conclusion of the episode.[22] Coleman subsequently debuted as a series regular in the Christmas special episode "The Snowmen[image: External link]" as Victorian[image: External link] governess and barmaid Clara Oswin Oswald[image: External link]; like Oswin Oswald, she died. At the end of that episode, Coleman is seen playing a third version of the character, a resident of contemporary London named simply Clara Oswald. Beginning in "The Bells of Saint John[image: External link]", this version begins her travels as the Doctor's regular companion,[23] including after his regeneration into the Twelfth Doctor[image: External link], played by Peter Capaldi[image: External link], in the 2013 Christmas special episode "The Time of the Doctor[image: External link]."[24] In the 2014 Christmas special episode "Last Christmas", it was revealed that Coleman would remain in the role of Clara for Series 9.[25] However, the ninth series was her last, as Coleman had decided to leave the show to take on a role as Queen Victoria[image: External link] in an ITV[image: External link] production.[26][27]

As of 12 May 2013, she began using the name Jenna Coleman professionally, with the shorter credit being first used when she appeared as a presenter for the 2013 BAFTA Television Awards, and it was made official on 7 June 2013 when she was introduced with the shorter name during a visit to BBC Broadcasting House by Queen Elizabeth II.[citation needed[image: External link]] She was first credited on screen as Jenna Coleman in Doctor Who Live: The Next Doctor[image: External link], which aired on 4 August 2013.[28][2]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Victoria




In 2016 Coleman starred in ITV's eight-part drama following the reign of the British monarch and Empress of India, Queen Victoria. The actress confessed that she was not totally informed about Victorian history, but researched the role. When interviewed for BBC Radio 4's Woman's Hour, Coleman expressed her admiration for the monarch.[29]

She argues that this role meant she was able to break out of her supposed 'box' as a northern working-class character that Emmerdale put her in.[29] Victoria[image: External link] premiered on 28 August 2016 on ITV[image: External link],[30] and in September 2016, ITV renewed Victoria for a second series.[31]
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 Personal life




Coleman has been involved with charity work in South Africa raising awareness of HIV[image: External link] with One To One Children's Fund, for which she is an ambassador.[32]
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 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2005–09
	Emmerdale[image: External link]
	Jasmine Thomas[image: External link]
	168 episodes



	2009
	Waterloo Road[image: External link]
	Lindsay James[image: External link]
	9 episodes



	2012
	Titanic[image: External link]
	Annie Desmond
	4 episodes



	2012
	Room at the Top[image: External link]
	Susan Brown
	2 episodes



	2012–15
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Clara Oswald[image: External link]
	37 episodes (Series 7[image: External link]–Series 9[image: External link])



	2013
	Dancing on the Edge[image: External link]
	Rosie Williams
	5 episodes



	2013
	The Five(ish) Doctors Reboot[image: External link]
	Herself
	Comedy spoof of Doctor Who[image: External link], released on the BBC Red Button



	2013
	Death Comes to Pemberley[image: External link]
	Lydia Wickham
	3 episodes[33]



	2016, 2017
	Victoria[image: External link]
	Queen Victoria[image: External link]
	8 episodes[34]



	2016
	Thunderbirds Are Go[image: External link]
	Baines (voice)
	1 episode[35][36]
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 Film






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Captain America: The First Avenger[image: External link]
	Connie
	



	2012
	Imaginary Forces
	Ellen
	Short film



	2016
	Me Before You
	Katrina Clark
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Xenoblade Chronicles[image: External link]
	Princess Melia Antiqua
	English dub of Japanese game



	2015
	Lego Dimensions[image: External link]
	Clara Oswald[image: External link]
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	Year
	Award
	Category
	Work
	Result



	2006
	National Television Award[image: External link]
	Most Popular Newcomer
	Emmerdale[image: External link]
	Nominated



	The British Soap Awards[image: External link]
	Best Newcomer
	Nominated



	2009
	Best Dramatic Performance[37]
	Nominated



	Sexiest Female[37]
	Nominated



	Best Actress[37]
	Nominated



	2013
	Behind the Voice Actors Award
	Best Female Vocal Performance in a Video Game
	Xenoblade Chronicles[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Best Vocal Ensemble in a Video Game
	Nominated



	Nickelodeon UK Kids' Choice Awards[image: External link]
	Favourite UK Actress
	Doctor Who[image: External link]
	Nominated



	TV Choice Award[image: External link]
	Best Actress
	Nominated



	2014
	Glamour Awards[image: External link]
	UK TV Actress
	Won



	2015
	Saturn Award[image: External link]
	Best Supporting Actress on Television[image: External link][38]
	Nominated



	TV Choice Award
	Best Actress
	Nominated



	BAFTA Cymru[image: External link]
	Best Actress[39]
	Nominated
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Janet McTeer






Janet McTeer, OBE[image: External link] (born 5 August 1961)[1][2][3] is an English actress. In 1997, she won the Tony Award for Best Actress in a Play[image: External link], the Olivier Award for Best Actress[image: External link] and the Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Actress in a Play[image: External link] for her role as Nora in A Doll's House[image: External link] (1996–97). She also won a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link] for her role as Mary Jo Walker in the 1999 film Tumbleweeds[image: External link], and was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for her role as Hubert Page in the 2011 film Albert Nobbs[image: External link]. She was made an OBE[image: External link] in the 2008 Birthday Honours[image: External link].

McTeer made her professional stage debut in 1984, and was nominated for the 1986 Olivier Award for Best Newcomer[image: External link] for The Grace of Mary Traverse. Other theatre roles include Yelena in Uncle Vanya[image: External link] (London), Veronique in God of Carnage[image: External link] (London & New York) and the title role[image: External link] in Mary Stuart[image: External link] (London & New York), which won her a second Drama Desk Award[image: External link] in 2009. On television, she starred in the title role of Lynda La Plante[image: External link]'s The Governor (1995–96), received an Emmy Award[image: External link] nomination for Into the Storm[image: External link] (2009) and a Golden Globe[image: External link] nomination for The White Queen[image: External link] (2013).

She also appeared opposite Glenn Close[image: External link] in the final season of the drama series Damages[image: External link] (2012). Her other film roles include Half Moon Street[image: External link] (1986), Hawks[image: External link] (1988), Wuthering Heights[image: External link] (1992), Carrington[image: External link] (1995), Velvet Goldmine[image: External link] (1998), Songcatcher[image: External link] (2000), The Intended[image: External link] (2002), As You Like It[image: External link] (2006), Tideland[image: External link] (2005), Cat Run[image: External link] (2011), Woman in Black[image: External link] (2012), Maleficent[image: External link] (2014), The Divergent Series[image: External link] (2015–16) and Me Before You (2016).
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 Early life




McTeer was born in Wallsend[image: External link], Newcastle upon Tyne[image: External link], England, the daughter of Jean (née Morris) and Alan McTeer, and spent her childhood in York[image: External link].[4] She attended the now defunct Queen Anne Grammar School for Girls[image: External link], and worked at the Old Starre Inn, at York Minster[image: External link] and at the city's Theatre Royal[image: External link].[5] She performed locally with the Rowntree Players at Joseph Rowntree Theatre, then trained at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link], beginning a successful theatrical career with the Royal Exchange Theatre[image: External link] after graduating.[2]
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 Career




McTeer's television work includes the BBC[image: External link] production Portrait of a Marriage[image: External link], an adaptation of Nigel Nicolson[image: External link]'s biography of the same name[image: External link] in which she played Vita Sackville-West[image: External link], and the popular ITV[image: External link] series The Governor[image: External link] written by Lynda La Plante[image: External link]. She made her screen debut in Half Moon Street[image: External link], a 1986 film based on a novel by Paul Theroux[image: External link]. In 1991, she appeared in Catherine Cookson[image: External link]'s The Black Velvet Gown, with Bob Peck[image: External link] and Geraldine Somerville[image: External link]; this won the International Emmy[image: External link] award for best drama. She appeared in the 1992 film version[image: External link] of Wuthering Heights[image: External link] (co-starring Juliette Binoche[image: External link] and Ralph Fiennes[image: External link]) and the 1995 film Carrington[image: External link] (which starred Emma Thompson[image: External link] and Jonathan Pryce[image: External link]) as Vanessa Bell[image: External link].

In 1996, McTeer garnered critical acclaim - and both the Laurence Olivier Theatre Award[image: External link] and Critics' Circle Theatre Award[image: External link] - for her performance as Nora in a West End[image: External link] production of Henrik Ibsen[image: External link]'s A Doll's House[image: External link].[2] The following year, the production transferred to Broadway[image: External link], and McTeer received a Tony Award[image: External link], Theatre World Award[image: External link], and Drama Desk Award[image: External link] as Best Actress in a Play.[6]

During the show's run, McTeer was interviewed by Charlie Rose[image: External link] on his PBS[image: External link] talk show, where she was seen by American filmmaker Gavin O'Connor[image: External link], who, at the time, was working on a screenplay about a single mother's cross-country wanderings with her pre-teenage daughter. He was determined that she star in the film. When prospective backers balked at her relative anonymity in the US, he produced the film himself. Tumbleweeds[image: External link] proved to be a 1999 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] favourite, and McTeer's performance won her a Golden Globe[image: External link] as Best Actress and Academy Award[image: External link] and Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] nominations in the same category.[7]

McTeer's screen credits include Songcatcher[image: External link] (with Aidan Quinn[image: External link]), Waking the Dead[image: External link] (with Billy Crudup[image: External link] and Jennifer Connelly[image: External link]), the dogme[image: External link] film The King Is Alive[image: External link] (with Jennifer Jason Leigh[image: External link]), The Intended[image: External link] (with Brenda Fricker[image: External link] and Olympia Dukakis[image: External link]), and Tideland[image: External link], written and directed by Terry Gilliam[image: External link]. She also starred in the dramatisation of Mary Webb's Precious Bane[image: External link].[8] She has appeared in such British television serials as The Amazing Mrs Pritchard[image: External link], Hunter[image: External link],[2] and Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link] (episode: "The Murder at the Vicarage[image: External link]").[8]

McTeer played Mary, Queen of Scots[image: External link] in Mary Stuart[image: External link], a play by Friedrich Schiller[image: External link] in a new version by Peter Oswald[image: External link], directed by Phyllida Lloyd[image: External link]. She acted opposite Harriet Walter[image: External link] as Queen Elizabeth I[image: External link] in London's West End in 2005, a role she reprised in the 2009 Broadway transfer.[9] McTeer received a Tony Award nomination for her role in Mary Stuart, and won the Drama Desk Award, Outstanding Actress in a Play.
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 2008–present




In 2008, she starred in God of Carnage[image: External link] in the West End alongside Tamsin Greig[image: External link], Ken Stott[image: External link] and Ralph Fiennes[image: External link], at the Gielgud Theatre[image: External link].[10] She reprised her role on Broadway opposite Jeff Daniels[image: External link] from March to June 2010.[11]

In 2009, she portrayed Clementine Churchill[image: External link] in the HBO[image: External link] feature, Into the Storm[image: External link], about Sir Winston Churchill[image: External link]'s years as Britain's leader[image: External link] during World War II.[12]

In 2011, McTeer starred alongside Glenn Close[image: External link] in Albert Nobbs[image: External link] and with Daniel Radcliffe[image: External link] and Ciarán Hinds[image: External link] in The Woman in Black[image: External link], based on the 1983 novel of the same name[image: External link]. Her role as Hubert Page in Albert Nobbs won McTeer critical acclaim and numerous award nominations, including an Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link].[13] It was announced in November 2011 that McTeer had joined the cast of Damages[image: External link] for its fifth and final season (reuniting her with her Albert Nobbs co-star Glenn Close), playing Kate Franklin. This was her first American television series.[14] She played American novelist Mary McCarthy[image: External link] in Margarethe von Trotta[image: External link]'s feature Hannah Arendt[image: External link].[15]

In 2013 McTeer was cast as Jacquetta of Luxembourg[image: External link], the mother of the title character in The White Queen[image: External link], a British television drama series based on Philippa Gregory[image: External link]'s bestselling historical novel series The Cousins' War[image: External link].[16] Her performance was applauded, with Sam Wollaston of The Guardian suggesting she stole the show.[17] In December 2013, McTeer was nominated for a Golden Globe for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link] for her role as Jacquetta.[18]

On 29 July 2013, it was announced that McTeer had joined the cast of The Honourable Woman[image: External link], a BBC spy thriller television miniseries, starring Maggie Gyllenhaal.[19] In 2015, McTeer starred as Commander Kim Guziewicz in CBS comedy-drama Battle Creek[image: External link], and is currently filming The Kaiser's Last Kiss[20] (in which she is due to portray Princess Hermine Reuss of Greiz[image: External link]), set for a 2016 release.

In 2016, McTeer played Petruchio[image: External link] in the New York Public Theater[image: External link] Shakespeare in the Park all-female production of The Taming of the Shrew[image: External link], directed again by Phyllida Lloyd[image: External link]. She co-starred alongside Liev Schreiber[image: External link] in “Les Liaisons Dangereuses[image: External link]” on Broadway, with McTeer cast as Marquise de Merteuil. The play ran from October 2016 to January 2017.[21]
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 Honours




McTeer was appointed Officer of the Order of the British Empire[image: External link] (OBE) in the 2008 Birthday Honours.[22]
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	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1985
	Juliet Bravo[image: External link]
	Esther Pearson
	Episode: "Flesh and Blood"



	1986
	Gems
	Stephanie Wilde
	2 episodes



	1986
	Half Moon Street[image: External link]
	Van Arkady's Secretary
	



	1987
	Theatre Night[image: External link]
	Miss Julie
	Episode: "Miss Julie"



	1988
	Les Girls
	Susan
	7 episodes



	1988
	Hawks[image: External link]
	Hazel
	



	1989
	Precious Bane[image: External link]
	Prue Sarn
	Television film



	1990
	Play on One, TheThe Play on One
	Dr. Juliet Horowitz
	Episode: "Yellowbacks"



	1990
	Portrait of a Marriage[image: External link]
	Vita Sackville-West[image: External link]
	4 episodes



	1990
	Screen Two[image: External link]
	Celeste
	Episode: "102 Boulevard Haussmann"



	1990–1991
	Screen One[image: External link]
	Adult Claudie/Caroline
	2 episodes



	1991
	I Dreamt I Woke Up
	Mysterious Woman/Lady of Lake/Journalist
	Short film



	1991
	Black Velvet Gown, TheThe Black Velvet Gown[image: External link]
	Riah Millican
	Television film[image: External link]



	1992
	Dead Romantic
	Madeleine Severn
	Television film



	1992
	Masculine Ending, AA Masculine Ending[image: External link]
	Loretta Lawson
	Television film



	1992
	Wuthering Heights[image: External link]
	Ellen (Nelly) Dean[image: External link]
	



	1993
	Don't Leave Me This Way
	Loretta Lawson
	Television film



	1994
	Jackanory[image: External link]
	Reader
	Episode: "The Iron Woman"



	1995
	Carrington[image: External link]
	Vanessa Bell[image: External link]
	



	1995–1996
	The Governor[image: External link]
	Helen Hewitt
	12 episodes



	1996
	Saint-Ex[image: External link]
	Genevieve de Ville-Franche
	



	1998
	Velvet Goldmine[image: External link]
	Narrator
	Voice



	1998
	Populous: The Beginning[image: External link]
	Additional Voices
	Voice



	1999
	Tumbleweeds[image: External link]
	Mary Jo Walker
	Golden Globe Award for Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

Jury Award for Best Actress

National Board of Review Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Satellite Award for Best Actress – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link]

Nominated—Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Chicago Film Critics Association Award for Most Promising Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Independent Spirit Award for Best Female Lead[image: External link]

Nominated—London Film Critics Circle Award for Actress of the Year[image: External link]

Nominated—New York Film Critics Circle Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]



	2000
	Waking the Dead[image: External link]
	Caroline Pierce
	



	2000
	Songcatcher[image: External link]
	Professor Lily Penleric, PhD
	Sundance Film Festival - Special Jury Prize for Outstanding Ensemble Performance[image: External link]



	2000
	King Is Alive, TheThe King Is Alive[image: External link]
	Liz
	



	2002
	Intended, TheThe Intended[image: External link]
	Sarah Morris
	



	2004
	Agatha Christie's Marple[image: External link]
	Anne Protheroe
	Television film



	2005
	Tideland[image: External link]
	Dell
	



	2006
	As You Like It[image: External link]
	Audrey
	



	2006
	The Amazing Mrs Pritchard[image: External link]
	Catherine Walker
	6 episodes

Nominated—Golden Nymph Award for Best Performance by an Actress in a Mini-Series[image: External link]



	2007
	Five Days[image: External link]
	DS Amy Foster
	4 episodes

Nominated—Royal Television Society Award for Best Actor - Female[image: External link]



	2007
	Daphne
	Gertrude Lawrence[image: External link]
	Television film



	2008
	Sense and Sensibility[image: External link]
	Mrs. Dashwood
	Episode: "Sense and Sensibility"



	2008
	Masterpiece Theatre[image: External link]
	Mrs. Dashwood
	Episode: "Sense and Sensibility"



	2009
	Hunter[image: External link]
	DS Amy Foster
	2 episodes



	2009
	Into the Storm[image: External link]
	Clementine Churchill[image: External link]
	Nominated—Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actress in a Miniseries or a Movie[image: External link]

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actress – Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]



	2009
	Psychoville[image: External link]
	Cheryl
	2 episodes



	2011
	Cat Run[image: External link]
	Helen Bingham
	



	2011
	Island
	Phyllis Lovage
	



	2011
	Weekends at Bellevue
	Diana Wallace
	



	2011
	Albert Nobbs[image: External link]
	Hubert Page
	Southeastern Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress

Nominated—Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Denver Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actress

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated—Houston Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Independent Spirit Award for Best Supporting Female[image: External link]

Nominated—Los Angeles Film Critics Association Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Online Film Critics Society Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]

Nominated—Satellite Award for Best Supporting Actress – Motion Picture[image: External link]

Nominated—Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by a Female Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]



	2012
	Woman in Black, TheThe Woman in Black[image: External link]
	Mrs Daily
	



	2012
	Parade's End[image: External link]
	Mrs. Satterthwaite
	4 episodes



	2012
	Damages[image: External link]
	Kate Franklin
	9 episodes



	2012
	Hannah Arendt[image: External link]
	Mary McCarthy[image: External link]
	



	2013
	The White Queen[image: External link]
	Jacquetta of Luxembourg[image: External link]
	6 episodes

Nominated—Golden Globe Award for Best Supporting Actress - Series, Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]



	2014
	The Honourable Woman[image: External link]
	Dame Julia Walsh
	8 episodes



	2014
	Maleficent[image: External link]
	Elderly Princess Aurora[image: External link] (narrator)
	



	2015
	Angelica[image: External link]
	Anne Montague
	



	2015
	Battle Creek[image: External link]
	Commander Kim Guziewicz
	Main cast, 13 episodes



	2015
	The Divergent Series: Insurgent[image: External link]
	Edith Prior[image: External link]
	



	2015
	Fathers and Daughters[image: External link]
	Carolyn
	



	2016
	Me Before You
	Camilla Traynor
	



	2016
	National Theatre Live: Les Liaisons Dangereuses[image: External link]
	Marquise de Merteuil
	



	2016
	Paint It Black[image: External link]
	Meredith
	



	2016
	The Exception[image: External link]
	Princess Hermine 'Hermo' Reuss of Greiz[image: External link]
	



	2018
	Jessica Jones[image: External link]
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Matthew Lewis (actor)






Matthew David Lewis (born 27 June 1989)[1] is an English film, television and stage actor, best known for playing Neville Longbottom[image: External link] in the Harry Potter[image: External link] films, Jamie Bradley in The Syndicate[image: External link] and Corporal Gordon "Towerblock" House in the BBC Three[image: External link] comedy drama Bluestone 42[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




The son of Adrian Lewis and Lynda Needham,[2] Lewis was born in the city of Leeds[image: External link], West Yorkshire,[1] and raised in the nearby town of Horsforth[image: External link]. Born the youngest of three boys, he has two brothers: Chris Lewis and actor Anthony Lewis[image: External link].[3] He attended St Mary's Menston Catholic Voluntary Academy[image: External link].[4]
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He has been acting since he was five years old.[5] He started off with minor roles in television programmes, debuting in Some Kind of Life.
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 Harry Potter




He then went on to play Neville Longbottom[image: External link] in the eight Harry Potter films.[6]

During the filming of Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link], Helena Bonham Carter[image: External link], who portrays Bellatrix Lestrange[image: External link], accidentally ruptured Lewis's eardrum[image: External link] when she stuck her wand in his ear.[7]

The author of the Harry Potter series, J.K. Rowling[image: External link], gave a speech during the final world premiere of Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2[image: External link] on 7 July 2011 in London, England. She stated that there were seven major cast members in the series, whom she referred to as The Big Seven, and she named Lewis as one of the seven members, along with Daniel Radcliffe[image: External link], Rupert Grint[image: External link], Emma Watson[image: External link], Tom Felton[image: External link], Evanna Lynch[image: External link], and Bonnie Wright[image: External link].[8]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further career




Shot prior to the release of Deathly Hallows, Lewis played the reporter in the independent film The Sweet Shop.[9] Lewis played the character Jamie Bradley in a five-part TV series called The Syndicate[image: External link] written by Kay Mellor[image: External link], which was broadcast on BBC One in spring 2012.[10][11]

In July 2012, Lewis appeared in a music video called Filth by A Band of Buriers[image: External link]; Matthew co-starred with actress Lily Loveless[image: External link], who together portrayed boyfriend and girlfriend in the video.[12] Lewis played the role of Dodd in the 2012 film Wasteland (known in the UK as The Rise[image: External link]), written and directed by Rowan Athale.[13] The film was screened at the Newport Beach Film Festival[image: External link] on Sunday, 28 April 2013 and Monday, 29 April 2013.[14] Lewis also stars as Patrick in Me Before You which was released in theaters in June 2016.
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 Stage career




In 2011, Lewis played Lester Cole in his stage debut in Agatha Christie[image: External link]'s Verdict[image: External link] touring stage production.[15][16]

In June 2012, Lewis was confirmed to play Mick in the West End stage new production of Our Boys[image: External link] by Jonathan Lewis. The role marked Lewis's West End debut. He starred in the play alongside Cian Barry, Arthur Darvill[image: External link] and Laurence Fox[image: External link]. The play started its previews on 26 September 2012, and played regularly from 3 October 2012 until 15 December 2012 at the Duchess Theatre[image: External link], London.[17]

In July 2016, it was announced that Lewis is the star in stage production called ‘‘Unfaithful’’ playing the character called ‘‘Peter‘‘. The play is directed by Adam Penford, and playwright by Owen McCafferty[image: External link]. The play performance starts on the 25 August 2016 to 8 October 2016. In the play, Lewis is co-starring alongside with Sean Campion[image: External link], Niamh Cusack[image: External link] and Ruta Gedmintas[image: External link].[18] [19]
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 Personal life




Lewis is a vice-president of the Leeds Rugby Foundation charity.[20]

Lewis has described his association with the number 11 and how it has appeared multiple times throughout his life, such as being 11 years old when obtaining the role for Harry Potter. He has a tattoo of the number 11 on his right arm and clothing with the number 11 on it.[5] Lewis has lived in London since 2015.[21]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2001
	Harry Potter and the Philosopher's Stone[image: External link]
	Neville Longbottom[image: External link]
	


	In 1998, Scholastic Corporation[image: External link] published an edition

	for the United States[image: External link] market under the title

	
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone.









	2002
	Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets[image: External link]
	


	Based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the second instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2004
	Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link]
	


	Based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the third instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2005
	Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire[image: External link]
	


	Based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the fourth instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2007
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link]
	


	Based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the fifth instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2009
	Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince[image: External link]
	


	Based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by

	
J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the sixth instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2010
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 1[image: External link]
	


	The first of two cinematic parts[image: External link] based on the novel[image: External link]

	by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the seventh instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2011
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
	


	The second of two cinematic parts[image: External link] based on the novel[image: External link]

	by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]. The film is the eighth instalment

	in the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].









	2012
	The Night of the Loving Dead
	Nigel
	


	Short film[image: External link]

	Voice Character[image: External link]









	2013
	Wasteland
	Dodd
	The film is also known as The Rise[image: External link].



	The Sweet Shop[image: External link]
	The Reporter
	



	2016
	Me Before You
	Patrick
	Based on novel of the same name by Jojo Moyes.
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	1995
	Some Kind of Life[image: External link]
	Johnathan Taylor
	Television film[image: External link]



	1996
	Dalziel and Pascoe[image: External link]
	Davy Plessey
	Episode: "An Advancement of Learning"



	1999
	Heartbeat[image: External link]
	Alan Quigley
	Episode: "Hollywood or Bust[image: External link]"



	2000
	Where the Heart Is[image: External link]
	Billy Bevan
	Episode: "Things Fall Apart" (S 1:Ep 2)



	2012
	The Syndicate[image: External link]
	Jamie Bradley
	Series 1, 5 Episodes



	2014–2015
	Bluestone 42[image: External link]
	Corporal Gordon "Towerblock" House
	Series 2-3



	2015
	Death in Paradise[image: External link]
	Dominic Claydon
	Episode 4.7



	2016
	Ripper Street[image: External link]
	D S Samuel Drummond
	Series 4 & 5



	2016
	Happy Valley[image: External link]
	Sean Balmforth
	Series 2



	2017
	Impractical Jokers[image: External link]
	Himself
	Season 6, Episode 13
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2012
	Filth by A Band of Buriers
	Boyfriend
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 Theatre






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2006
	The Queen's Handbag[image: External link]
	Neville Longbottom[image: External link]
	Harry Potter[image: External link] series by J. K. Rowling[image: External link]



	2011
	Agatha Christie's Verdict
	Lester Cole
	Stage, Tour Production



	2012
	Our Boys
	Mick
	West End, Stage Production



	2016
	Unfaithful
	Peter
	Stage Production.
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2007
	Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix[image: External link]
	Neville Longbottom[image: External link]
	Voice Character



	2011
	Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows – Part 2[image: External link]
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 Theme Park






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey[image: External link]
	Neville Longbottom[image: External link]
	Theme park attraction
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 Awards and honours




On 24 July 2012 Lewis received an honorary Master of Arts degree from Leeds Metropolitan University[image: External link] for his contribution to the arts and charity work.[22]
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^ Potter Matthew Lewis Skins Lily Loveless in Music Video, DigitalSpy[image: External link], Retrieved 6 July 2012


	
^ First promo synopsis of Matthew Lewis in Wasteland[image: External link]


	
^ realised in cinemas in June 2016"Was released in cinemas in June 2016steland Newport Beach Film Festival 2013 Screenings"[image: External link]


	
^ Sarah Freeman (13 April 2011). "Learning how to earn a living after Harry Potter ends"[image: External link]. Yorkshire Post[image: External link]. Retrieved 18 July 2011.


	
^ Laura Davis (29 March 2011). "Susan Penhaligon leads all-star cast for Agatha Christie's Verdict at New Brighton Floral Pavilion"[image: External link]. Liverpool Daily Post[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 15 November 2011. Retrieved 18 July 2011.


	
^ Matthew Lewis to star in Our Boys West End Play[image: External link], SnitchSeeker.com


	
^ http://found111.co.uk/unfaithful/[image: External link] Unfaithful, Found111.co.uk


	
^ http://www.snitchseeker.com/harry-potter-news/matthew-lewis-talks-playing-male-escort-in-new-play-unfaithful-seeing-cursed-child-104848/[image: External link] Matthew Lewis talks playing male escort in new play 'Unfaithful', seeing Cursed Child. Snitchseeker.com


	
^ Leeds Rugby Foundation[image: External link] website list of vice presidents.


	
^ "Matthew Lewis thinks his Ripper Street moustache makes him repellant to women"[image: External link].


	
^ Matthew Lewis to receive honorary master of arts degree from Leeds Metropolitan University[image: External link] SnitchSeeker.com
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Matthew Lewis[image: External link] on Internet Movie Database






Categories[image: External link]:

	1989 births[image: External link]

	Male actors from Leeds[image: External link]

	English male film actors[image: External link]

	English male television actors[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	People educated at St. Mary's Catholic High School, Menston[image: External link]

	20th-century English male actors[image: External link]

	21st-century English male actors[image: External link]

	English male stage actors[image: External link]

	English male child actors[image: External link]
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Brendan Coyle






Brendan Coyle (born David Coyle; 2 December 1963) is a British actor.[1] He won the Olivier Award for Best Performance in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for The Weir[image: External link] in 1999.[2] He also played Nicholas Higgins in the miniseries North & South[image: External link], Robert Timmins in the first three series of Lark Rise to Candleford[image: External link], and more recently Mr Bates[image: External link], the valet, in Downton Abbey[image: External link], which earned him a nomination for a Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] and a BAFTA[image: External link] nomination for Best Supporting Actor.
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 Early life




Coyle was born in Corby, Northamptonshire[image: External link], to an Irish[image: External link] father and Scottish[image: External link] mother.[1] Due to his English birth and Irish parentage, he holds dual British and Irish citizenship[image: External link]. He is a great-nephew of football manager Sir Matt Busby[image: External link].[3]

He studied drama in Dublin[image: External link] in 1981 and received a scholarship to Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts[image: External link] in the United Kingdom in 1983.[1]
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 Career




Brendan Coyle received a Laurence Olivier Award[image: External link] in 1999 for his performance in Conor McPherson[image: External link]'s The Weir[image: External link] and won a New York Critics Theater World Award for Outstanding Broadway Debut for the same play in its New York production.[1] In 2001, Coyle appeared in the film Conspiracy[image: External link] as Gestapo[image: External link] Chief Heinrich Müller[image: External link]. He played Kaz Sweeney in the British[image: External link] drama[image: External link], True Dare Kiss[image: External link], and Nicholas Higgins in North & South[image: External link] for the BBC[image: External link].

From 2008 he played Robert Timmins in three BBC series based on the Lark Rise to Candleford[image: External link] novels, written by Flora Thompson[image: External link]. In 2010, he began playing John Bates, valet and former British Army batman[image: External link] to the Earl of Grantham in Julian Fellowes[image: External link]'s period drama series, Downton Abbey[image: External link]. Fellowes wrote the part for Coyle, and it won him nominations for a BAFTA and IFTA,[4] as well as a nomination for the Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] as Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series in 2012. Coyle also played the character of Terry Starling in the short-lived Sky[image: External link] comedy series Starlings[image: External link].
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 Personal life




Coyle divides his time between London and Norfolk[image: External link]. He is an avid supporter of Manchester United[image: External link].

Coyle has had issues with alcohol and has described himself as a recovering alcoholic. In February 2016 he was banned from driving for 4 years after being found to be at almost 3 times the legal drink-drive limit. This was on his drive home from the airport after arriving back in the UK from a month's rehab in Thailand (he was drinking heavily on the flight home from Bangkok). He had been convicted of drink-driving before, in 2011.[5]
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 Filmography






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1992
	Fool's Gold: The Story of the Brink's-Mat Robbery
	Det Sgt Benwell
	TV movie



	1992
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Chris Bailey
	TV series (1 episode: "Radio Waves")



	1994
	Ailsa
	Miles Butler
	



	1995
	The Glass Virgin
	Manuel Mendoza
	TV mini-series



	1995
	Dangerfield[image: External link]
	David Walsh
	TV series (2 episodes)



	1996
	Silent Witness[image: External link]
	Liam Slattery
	TV series (2 episodes)



	1996
	Thief Takers[image: External link]
	D.S Bob "Bingo" Tate
	TV series (16 episodes)



	1997
	The Last Bus Home
	Steve Burkett
	



	1997
	Tomorrow Never Dies[image: External link]
	Leading Seaman - HMS Bedford
	



	1998
	Soft Sand, Blue Sea
	Gerry
	



	1998
	The General[image: External link]
	UVF Leader
	



	1998
	Happy Birthday To Me
	
	short



	1999
	I Could Read the Sky[image: External link]
	Francie
	



	2000
	McCready and Daughter[image: External link]
	Donal McCready
	TV movie



	2000
	Paths to Freedom[image: External link]
	Jeremy Fitzgerald
	TV series (6 episodes)



	2001
	Rebel Heart[image: External link]
	Michael Collins
	TV mini-series



	2001
	The Inspector Lynley Mysteries[image: External link]
	Richard Tey
	TV series (1 episode: "A Great Deliverance")



	2001
	The Bombmaker
	George McEvoy
	TV movie



	2001
	Conspiracy[image: External link]
	SS Maj Gen Heinrich Müller[image: External link]
	TV movie



	2001
	Mapmaker
	Robert Bates
	



	2002
	Rockface
	Douglas McLanaghan
	TV series (7 episodes)



	2003
	Waking the Dead[image: External link]
	Martin Corgan
	TV series (2 episodes)



	2003
	Single
	Paul
	TV series



	2004
	Amnesia[image: External link]
	D.C Ian Reid
	TV movie



	2004
	Omagh[image: External link]
	D.S John White
	TV movie



	2004
	North & South[image: External link]
	Nicholas Higgins
	TV mini-series (4 episodes)



	2005
	Allegiance
	Michael Collins
	



	2005
	The Jacket[image: External link]
	Damon
	



	2005
	Shameless[image: External link]
	Father Polish
	TV series (1 episode: "Episode #2.4")



	2005
	Jericho[image: External link]
	Christie
	TV series (3 episodes)



	2005
	The Ghost Squad[image: External link]
	Sgt Ralph Allan
	TV series (1 episode: "Heroes")



	2006
	The Commander: Blacklight[image: External link]
	Carl Dirkwood
	TV movie



	2006
	Soundproof[image: External link]
	D.I. Dave Cox
	TV movie



	2006
	Offside[image: External link]
	Duncan Miller
	



	2006
	Prime Suspect: The Final Act[image: External link]
	D.C.S Mitchell
	TV movie



	2006
	Perfect Parents[image: External link]
	Ed
	TV movie



	2007
	The Mark of Cain[image: External link]
	Davey Gulliver
	



	2007
	Wedding Belles[image: External link]
	Priest
	TV movie



	2007
	The Good Samaritan
	Lewis Farrell
	TV movie



	2007
	Damage
	Aidan Cahill
	TV movie



	2007
	True Dare Kiss[image: External link]
	Kaz Sweeney
	TV series (6 episodes)



	2008
	Lark Rise to Candleford[image: External link]
	Robert Timmins
	TV series (31 episodes: 2008-2010)



	2009
	Inspector George Gently[image: External link]
	Patrick Donovan
	TV series (1 episode: "Gently in the Night")



	2009
	Perrier's Bounty[image: External link]
	Jerome
	



	2009
	Blue Murder[image: External link]
	Derek Jowell
	TV series (2 episodes)



	2010–2015
	Downton Abbey[image: External link]
	John Bates[image: External link]
	TV series (52 episodes: 2010–present)

Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link]

Nominated - BAFTA Television Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]

Nominated - Primetime Emmy Award for Outstanding Supporting Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link] (2012)



	2011
	The Raven[image: External link]
	Reagan



	2012–13
	Starlings[image: External link]
	Terry Starling
	TV series



	2014
	Noble[image: External link]
	Gerry Shaw
	Feature Film



	2015
	Spotless[image: External link]
	Nelson Clay
	TV series



	2015
	Murdoch Mysteries[image: External link]
	Mr. Rankin
	TV series (1 episode: "A Merry Murdoch Christmas")



	2016
	12 Monkeys[image: External link]
	Dr. Benjamin Kalman
	TV series (1 episode: "Year of the Monkey")



	2016
	Me Before You
	Bernard Clark
	Feature film



	2016
	The Rising[image: External link]
	Augustine Birrell[image: External link]
	Announced



	2016
	Bare
	Mick "The Irish Hammer"
	Short
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 Anderson Shelter Productions




In July 2014, Brendan Coyle and Joy Harrison formed Anderson Shelter Productions Limited.[6] with the mission to "find talented young filmmakers and then helps fund their short films."[7] On 14 September 2014, Coyle announced via Twitter his involvement with Council Child Production's short film, Starcross.[8]



	#
	Title
	Release date
	Notes
	Refs.



	1
	Starcross (short film, Council Child Productions)
	2014
	Associate Producer
	[9]



	2
	The Loneliest Time (short film, Time Bomb Pictures Ltd.)
	2015
	Associate Producer
	[10][11]



	3
	Bare (short film, Council Child Productions)
	2016
	Executive Producer
	[12][13]



	3
	Margie's Garden (short film, Council Child Productions)
	2016
	Executive Producer
	[14][15]



	4
	Emerald City (feature film, Colin Broderick)
	2016
	Associate Producer
	[16]
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Samantha Spiro






Samantha Spiro (born 20 June 1968) is a double Olivier Award[image: External link]-winning English[image: External link] actress. She is best known for portraying Barbara Windsor[image: External link] in the stage play Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle and Dick[image: External link] and the television film[image: External link] Cor, Blimey![image: External link], DI Vivien Friend in M.I.T.: Murder Investigation Team[image: External link], and Melessa Tarly[image: External link] in the HBO[image: External link] series Game of Thrones[image: External link].
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 Background




Born in Whitechapel[image: External link], London, England,[1] Spiro grew up in Radlett[image: External link], Hertfordshire[image: External link].[2] She is Jewish[image: External link].[3][4] Spiro decided to be an actress at the age of ten, after seeing a production of Androcles and the Lion[image: External link] at the Open Air Theatre, Regent's Park[image: External link].[2] She joined the National Youth Theatre[image: External link], and later trained at the Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art[image: External link].[5]

Spiro married the actor Mark Leadbetter, whom she met at drama school, in February 2002.[6] They have two daughters and currently live in Queen's Park, London[image: External link].[2]
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 Career
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 Theatre




Spiro's first acting job after graduating from drama school was with the Open Air Theatre, Regent's Park[image: External link], in productions of A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link], The Boys From Syracuse and Macbeth[image: External link].[2] Her many theatre credits include As You Like It[image: External link], Teechers, The Tragic Roundabout, Jumpers, On the Piste, Roots, How the Other Half Loves and Glyn and It, opposite Penelope Keith[image: External link].[7]

Spiro played Barbara Windsor[image: External link] in Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle and Dick[image: External link] at the National Theatre[image: External link], a production she credits as her first big break, which "open[ed] a lot of doors".[5] She has also appeared in the Minerva Theatre[image: External link] production of Funny Girl[image: External link] and the first West End[image: External link] revival of Alan Ayckbourn[image: External link]'s Bedroom Farce[image: External link].[1][7]

Spiro played Rachel in Mike Leigh[image: External link]'s production of Two Thousand Years at the National Theatre. This was the first Jewish role of her career. She said:


"For English/Jewish artists in this business, we’re English first and the Jewish thing comes down the line. Whereas in the United States, Jewishness is a much celebrated thing. Jewishness is a part of their very being.




"Here, I think, we repress it and, far from celebrating it, almost shy away from it. After Two Thousand Years, I suddenly felt that there is a place for people like me. Until that point I hadn’t had a career playing Jewish people. I had got that stuff out of the way by the time I came to play Fanny Brice [in Funny Girl] who is very much a Jewish character."[3]



In 2009, Spiro played Maria in the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link] production of Twelfth Night[image: External link] at the Wyndham's Theatre[image: External link], alongside Derek Jacobi[image: External link], and Beatrice in Much Ado About Nothing[image: External link] at the Open Air Theatre[image: External link].[5][8] Most recently, she appeared in the acclaimed Open Air Theatre production of Hello, Dolly![image: External link], playing Dolly Levi.[2][5]

In 2013, Spiro played Lady Macbeth[image: External link] in Macbeth[image: External link] at Shakespeare's Globe[image: External link], alongside Billy Boyd[image: External link] and Joseph Millson[image: External link].

Discussing whether she prefers acting in the theatre to television or film, Spiro said: "I think theatre prefers me. These days you have to do both, but it never feels as if the TV casting people are beating down my door to offer me work. I just feel that in this business you are lucky if you’re doing something you enjoy."[5]
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 Television, film and radio




Spiro reprised the role of Barbara Windsor in the television adaptation of Cleo, Camping, Emmanuelle and Dick, Cor, Blimey![image: External link], starring opposite Geoffrey Hutchings[image: External link].[9]

Her other television credits include The Bill[image: External link], Cold Feet[image: External link], Coupling[image: External link], After You've Gone[image: External link] and M.I.T.: Murder Investigation Team[image: External link], in which she played the lead role of DI Vivien Friend. She described the role of Friend as "quite an unusual departure for me...I've done quite a bit of comedy and I've played characters who are light-hearted and characters who are tarts with hearts. In M.I.T. there is no tart or heart!"[10] In order to research the part, Spiro spent time with a female Detective Inspector with the real-life Murder Investigation Team[image: External link].[10] From 9 August 2010, Spiro starred in the BBC comedy Grandma's House[image: External link]. She plays the part of Simon Amstell[image: External link]'s aunt Liz. In 2012 she also appeared in Playhouse Presents "Psychobitches" where she played Judy Garland and Mary Whitehouse.

In September 2013, Spiro joined the cast of Jack Whitehall[image: External link]'s BBC Three[image: External link] sitcom Bad Education[image: External link] as Professor Celia Green, the new deputy headmaster and adversary to Jack Whitehall's character.

In December 2013 the television channel Sky Atlantic[image: External link] aired a new comedy series called Little Cracker. This was the second programme in the series and was an autobiographical story written by Rebecca Front[image: External link] and her brother Jeremy Front about Front's life as a child. The story centres around the time Front witnessed a serious incident when her father, Charles, was nearly drowned in a lake. In the drama[image: External link] Spiro played the part of Front's mother, Sheila. The role of Front's father was played by the actor Richard Lumsden[image: External link].

In 2016 she joined the HBO[image: External link] series Game of Thrones[image: External link] in Season 6[image: External link] as Melessa Tarly[image: External link], the mother of Samwell Tarly[image: External link].[11] That year she also joined Tracey Ullman's Show[image: External link] in the recurring role of Birgit, the fictitious fridge-magnet-loving personal assistant and confidante to Tracey Ullman[image: External link]'s impression of German Chancellor[image: External link] Angela Merkel[image: External link]. In 2017 Spiro reprised her role of Barbara Windsor in the BBC1[image: External link] drama Babs[image: External link], a biopic based on the life of Windsor.

Spiro has appeared in the films Beyond Bedlam (1994), as WPC Foster, and Tomorrow La Scala! (2002), as Janey. She also played Martha Tabram[image: External link] in From Hell[image: External link] (2001), opposite Johnny Depp[image: External link]. She also appears impersonating many historical female figures in Psychobitches.

Her radio drama[image: External link] credits include The Casebook of Inspector Steine[image: External link], Gospel According to Mary, Little Cinderellas, Beside the Seaside, Show Boat[image: External link] in which she played Magnolia Hawks, Sarah Kahn in Chicken Soup with Barley[image: External link] and the Guy Meredith play Spring Forward, Fall Back for BBC Radio 7[image: External link].[12]
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 Awards




In 2001, Spiro was awarded the Olivier Award for Best Actress in a Musical[image: External link] for her performance in the 2000 season Donmar Warehouse[image: External link] production of Merrily We Roll Along[image: External link]. She won a Whatsonstage.com award for Best Actress in a Musical for the same production.[1] In 2010, Spiro was once again awarded the Olivier Award for Best Actress in a Musical[image: External link] for her performance in Hello, Dolly![image: External link] at the Open Air Theatre, Regent's Park[image: External link].

Spiro won a 2004 Joseph Jefferson Award[image: External link] for Actress in a Supporting Role in a Musical, for the production of A Little Night Music[image: External link] at the Chicago Shakespeare Theater[image: External link] in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link].[13]

In the 2011 British Comedy Awards she won the Best Female Comedy Breakthrough Artist award[14] for her performance in Grandma's House[image: External link].
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 Credits
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 Television






	Year
	Show
	Role
	Notes



	1994
	The Bill[image: External link]
	Cherie

- Dealer Wins (1994)
	Police drama[image: External link]



	2000
	Cor, Blimey![image: External link]
	Barbara Windsor[image: External link]
	Television film[image: External link]



	2001
	Cold Feet[image: External link]
	Ruth

- Episode 4.2 (2001)

- Episode 4.4 (2001)

- Episode 4.5 (2001)
	Comedy drama[image: External link]



	TV Go Home[image: External link]
	
	Sketch show[image: External link]



	2003
	M.I.T.: Murder Investigation Team[image: External link]
	DI Vivien Friend
	Police drama[image: External link]



	2004
	Coupling[image: External link]
	Jeffina[image: External link]

- Nine and a Half Months[image: External link] (2004)
	Sitcom[image: External link]



	2007
	After You've Gone[image: External link]
	Ann Venables

- Stuck in the Middle with You[image: External link] (2007)

- When She Came Back[image: External link] (2007)
	Sitcom[image: External link]



	2010–2012
	Grandma's House[image: External link]
	Auntie Liz
	Sitcom[image: External link]



	2011
	Rock & Chips[image: External link]
	Beryl Bird
	1 episode



	2012
	Panto![image: External link]
	Di Jenkins
	Comedy[image: External link]



	2013
	Bad Education[image: External link]
	Professor Celia Green
	Comedy[image: External link]



	2013
	Little Cracker
	Sheila Front
	Comedy drama[image: External link]



	2014
	The Wrong Mans[image: External link]
	Maria
	Black comedy[image: External link]



	2016
	Tracey Ullman's Show[image: External link]
	Birgit
	Sketch show[image: External link], 3 episodes



	Game of Thrones[image: External link]
	Melessa Tarly[image: External link]
	Episode: "Blood of My Blood[image: External link]"



	2017
	Babs[image: External link]
	Barbara Windsor[image: External link]
	Television film[image: External link]





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Film






	Year
	Film
	Role
	Notes



	1994
	Beyond Bedlam
	WPC Foster
	



	2001
	From Hell[image: External link]
	Martha Tabram[image: External link]
	



	2002
	Tomorrow La Scala![image: External link]
	Janey
	



	2016
	Me Before You (film)
	Josie Clark
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 Theatre





	
The Taming Of The Shrew d: Toby Frow, Shakespeare's Globe

	
Filumena d: Michael Attenborough, Almeida Theatre

	
Company d: Jonathan Munby, Sheffield Crucible

	
Chicken Soup With Barley d: Dominic Cooke, Royal Court Theatre

	
Hello Dolly (Dolly) d:Tim Sheader, Regents Park

	Best Actress in a Musical – 2010 Olivier Awards





	
Much Ado About Nothing (Beatrice) d: Tim Sheader, Regents Park

	
Twelfth Night (Maria) d: Michael Grandage, Donmar / Wyndhams

	
Funny Girl (Fanny Brice) d: Angus Jackson, Chichester Festival

	
The Family Plays (Mother) d: Joe Hill-Gibbons, Royal Court Theatre

	
Two Thousand Years d: Mike Leigh, Royal National Theatre

	
A Little Night Music (Charlotte) d: Gary Griffin Chicago Shakespeare’s Theatre

	Winner: Best Supporting Actress in a Musical, Joseph Jefferson Awards 2004





	
A Midsummer Night's Dream (Titania/Hippolyta) d: Michael Grandage Crucible, Sheffield

	
Bedroom Farce (Jan) d: Loveday Ingram Michael Codron[image: External link] Plays

	
Merrily We Roll Along (Mary Flynn) d: Michael Grandage Donmar Warehouse

	Olivier Awards 2001 & Whatsonstage.com Awards 2001 – Best Actress in a Musical





	
As You Like It (Celia) d: Michael Grandage Crucible & Lyric

	
Jumpers (Dorothy Moore) d: Bill Alexander Birmingham Rep

	
Cleo Camping…(Barbara Windsor) d: Terry Johnson Royal National Theatre

	
Roots (Beatie Bryant) d: John Retallack Watford Palace/Oxford

	
As You Like It (Phoebe) d: Polly Irvin W. Yorkshire/Bristol

	
Teechers (Gail Saunders) d: Graham Watts Hull Truck & No 1 Tour

	
On The Piste (Bev Ryan) d: Graham Watts Hull Truck

	
How The Other Half Lovers (Mary) d: Penelope Keith Theatre Royal, Windsor

	
Glyn & ‘It’ (Clara Bow) d: Richard Cottrell[image: External link] Yvonne Arnaud & tour

	Midsummer Night's Dream (Hermia) d: Delena Kidd London & Middle East

	
Tons Of Money (Simpson) d: David Conville Mercury Th, Colchester

	
Midsummer Night's Dream (First Fairy) d: Ian Talbot Regents Park Open Air

	
As You Like It (Audrey) d: Maria Aitkin Regents Park Open Air

	
Lady Be Good (Daisy) d: Ian Talbot Regents Park Open Air

	
Macbeth (Witch) d: Bill Baunt Regents Park Open Air

	
The Boys From Syracuse (Courtesan) d: Judi Dench Regents Park Open Air
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Vanessa Kirby






Vanessa Kirby (born 18 April 1988) is an English stage, TV and film actress. She starred as Estella in the BBC[image: External link] adaptation of Great Expectations[image: External link] in 2011, as Joanna in Richard Curtis[image: External link]' romantic comedy About Time[image: External link] in 2013, and currently portrays Princess Margaret[image: External link] in Peter Morgan[image: External link]'s Netflix[image: External link] series The Crown[image: External link], for which she has been nominated for the British Academy Television Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]. She is known mostly for her stage work; Variety in 2016 called her "the outstanding stage actress of her generation, capable of the most unexpected choices".[1]



TOP
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 Life and career




Kirby was raised in Wimbledon, London[image: External link]; her father was a urologist[image: External link] and her mother was a founder of Country Living[image: External link] magazine.[2] Vanessa Redgrave[image: External link] and Corin Redgrave[image: External link] were family friends.[3]

She was educated at Lady Eleanor Holles School[image: External link] in Hampton[image: External link]. After being turned down by Bristol Old Vic Theatre School[image: External link], she took a gap year to travel[4] before studying English at Exeter University[image: External link].[5] She then turned down her place at LAMDA[image: External link] in London after she was signed to a talent agency[image: External link] and met the theatre director David Thacker[image: External link], who gave her three starring roles over 2009 at the Octagon Theatre Bolton[image: External link]:[6] in All My Sons[image: External link] by Arthur Miller[image: External link], Ghosts[image: External link] by Henrik Ibsen[image: External link], and A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link] by William Shakespeare[image: External link]. For All My Sons she won the BIZA Rising Star Award at the Manchester Evening News Theatre Awards[image: External link], worth £5,000.

She then went on to star at the National Theatre[image: External link] as Isabella in Women Beware Women[image: External link] by Thomas Middleton[image: External link], directed by Marianne Elliott[image: External link], alongside Harriet Walter[image: External link] and Harry Potter[image: External link]'s Harry Melling[image: External link].[7] She then starred as Rosalind in As You Like It[image: External link] by William Shakespeare[image: External link] at the West Yorkshire Playhouse[image: External link] in Leeds[image: External link]; Alfred Hickling of The Guardian described her as a "significant new talent". In 2011, she was in the première of The Acid Test by Anya Reiss[image: External link] at the Royal Court Theatre[image: External link], directed by Simon Godwin[image: External link], earning praise for her performance from Paul Taylor of The Independent, who described her as "a star if ever I saw one".[8]

In 2011, Kirby made her television début in the BBC[image: External link]'s The Hour[image: External link],[9] alongside Ben Whishaw[image: External link], Dominic West[image: External link], and Romola Garai[image: External link]. She played Estella in the BBC[image: External link]'s mini-series adaptation of Great Expectations[image: External link] alongside Ray Winstone[image: External link], Gillian Anderson[image: External link], and Douglas Booth[image: External link].

She played the lead role of Alice in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s mini-series adaptation of Kate Mosse[image: External link]'s novel Labyrinth[image: External link]. In late 2012, she filmed The Necessary Death of Charlie Countryman[image: External link] with Shia LaBeouf[image: External link] and Mads Mikkelsen[image: External link].[10] Kirby then starred in Richard Curtis[image: External link]'s film About Time[image: External link] as Rachel McAdams[image: External link]'s best friend Joanna.[11]

She went on to play Masha in the acclaimed production by Benedict Andrews[image: External link] of Three Sisters[image: External link] at the Young Vic[image: External link] in September 2012, earning rave reviews, with Matt Trueman of Time Out stating. "In a super cast given licence to shine, Kirby stands out as Masha".[12][13]

She filmed The Rise[image: External link] in early 2012 alongside Matthew Lewis and Timothy Spall[image: External link]. The film premièred at the Toronto and London Film Festivals to positive reviews, and won the Best Debut Category for director Rowan Athale.

In 2013, Kirby returned to the National Theatre to play Queen Isabella in Edward II[image: External link] opposite John Heffernan.[14] In the summer of 2014, she played Stella in A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link], again collaborating with Benedict Andrews[image: External link] at the Young Vic, alongside Gillian Anderson[image: External link] as Blanche and Ben Foster[image: External link] as Stanley.[15] She won Best Supporting Actress category at the Whatsonstage Awards 2014, which is voted for by the public.

Her recent film roles include Kill Command[image: External link], opposite Thure Lindhardt[image: External link], the Wachowskis' Jupiter Ascending[image: External link], with Mila Kunis[image: External link] and Channing Tatum[image: External link], and Queen and Country, John Boorman[image: External link]'s sequel to his Hope and Glory (1987). In 2015, she had a role in Working Title's Everest[image: External link], alongside Jake Gyllenhaal[image: External link], Josh Brolin[image: External link], and Keira Knightley[image: External link], playing the iconic American socialite Sandy Hill Pittman[image: External link]. She also filmed Anthony Bourdain[image: External link]'s crime novel Bone in the Throat, alongside Tom Wilkinson[image: External link] and Ed Westwick.

In 2015, she filmed Michael Grandage[image: External link]'s first film Genius, alongside Colin Firth[image: External link], Jude Law[image: External link], and Guy Pearce[image: External link]. It is cited she has begun filming as the title role in the new series, The Frankenstein Chronicles, opposite Sean Bean[image: External link], The Dresser[image: External link] (2015) for Richard Eyre[image: External link], with Anthony Hopkins[image: External link] and Ian McKellen[image: External link], and Thea Sharrock[image: External link]'s adaptation of Jojo Moyes' book Me Before You with Sam Claflin and Emilia Clarke[image: External link].

In May 2015, it was reported that Kirby was cast as Princess Margaret[image: External link] after a six-month search, in Netflix[image: External link]'s first original British series The Crown[image: External link] written by Peter Morgan[image: External link] and directed by Stephen Daldry[image: External link], opposite Matt Smith[image: External link] and Claire Foy[image: External link].[16]

Baz Bamigboye reported Kirby will play Elena in Robert Icke[image: External link]'s Uncle Vanya[image: External link] at the Almeida Theatre[image: External link] in 2016, for which she won rave reviews, with Matt Trueman of Variety writing: "Kirby is a superlative Elena: lithe, fickle, hypocritical, shallow and yet always sympathetic. Its a performance that confirms her as the outstanding stage actress of her generation, capable of the most unexpected choices".[17]
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2010
	Love/Loss
	Jane
	



	2012
	Rise, TheThe Rise[image: External link]
	Nicola
	Alternative title: Wasteland



	Nora
	Young Woman
	Short



	2013
	Charlie Countryman[image: External link]
	Felicity
	Orinigal title: The Necessary Death of Charlie Countryman



	About Time[image: External link]
	Joanna
	



	2014
	The Exchange
	Woman
	Short



	Insomniacs
	Jade
	Short



	Queen & Country[image: External link]
	Dawn Rohan
	



	National Theatre Live[image: External link]: A Streetcar Named Desire
	Stella
	live broadcast of the play



	Off the Page: Devil in the Details
	Jessica
	Short



	2015
	Jupiter Ascending[image: External link]
	Katharine Dunlevy
	



	Bone In the Throat
	Sophie
	



	Everest[image: External link]
	Sandy Hill[image: External link]
	



	2016
	Genius[image: External link]
	Zelda Fitzgerald[image: External link]
	



	Kill Command[image: External link]
	Katherine Mills
	



	Me Before You
	Alicia Dewares
	



	2018
	Mission: Impossible 6[image: External link]
	
	Filming
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	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2011
	Hour, TheThe Hour[image: External link]
	Ruth Elms
	"Pilot", "1x02", "1x04"



	Great Expectations[image: External link]
	Estella
	Miniseries



	2012
	Labyrinth[image: External link]
	Alice Tanner
	Miniseries



	2013
	Agatha Christie's Poirot[image: External link]
	Celia Ravenscroft
	"Elephants Can Remember"



	2015
	Dresser, TheThe Dresser[image: External link]
	Irene
	TV film



	Frankenstein Chronicles, TheThe Frankenstein Chronicles[image: External link]
	Lady Jemima Hervey
	Main role



	2016–present
	Crown, TheThe Crown[image: External link]
	Princess Margaret[image: External link]
	Main role
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	Year
	Title
	Playwright
	Role
	Venue
	Notes



	2010
	All My Sons[image: External link]
	Arthur Miller[image: External link]
	Ann Deever
	Octagon Theatre[image: External link]
	



	Ghosts[image: External link]
	Henrik Ibsen[image: External link]
	Regina
	Octagon Theatre[image: External link]
	



	A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]
	William Shakespeare[image: External link]
	Helena
	Octagon Theatre[image: External link]
	



	As You Like It[image: External link]
	William Shakespeare[image: External link]
	Rosalind
	West Yorkshire Playhouse[image: External link]
	



	2011
	Women Beware Women[image: External link]
	Thomas Middleton[image: External link]
	Isabella
	Royal National Theatre[image: External link]
	



	The Acid Test
	Anya Reiss[image: External link]
	Dana
	Royal Court Theatre[image: External link]
	



	2012
	Three Sisters[image: External link]
	Anton Chekhov[image: External link]
	Masha
	Young Vic[image: External link]
	



	2013
	Edward II[image: External link]
	Christopher Marlowe[image: External link]
	Isabella
	Royal National Theatre[image: External link]
	



	2014
	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]
	Tennessee Williams[image: External link]
	Stella Kowalski[image: External link]
	Young Vic[image: External link]
	



	2016
	Uncle Vanya[image: External link]
	Anton Chekhov[image: External link]
	Elena
	Almeida Theatre[image: External link]
	



	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]
	Tennessee Williams[image: External link]
	Stella Kowalski[image: External link]
	St. Ann's Warehouse[image: External link]
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	Year
	Award
	Work
	Result



	2010
	Ian Charleson Award[image: External link]
	Ghosts[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2011
	Ian Charleson Awards - 3rd Place[image: External link]
	A Midsummer Night's Dream[image: External link]'
	Won



	As You Like It[image: External link]
	Won



	Women Beware Women[image: External link]
	Won



	2013
	Ian Charleson Awards - Special Commendation[image: External link]
	Three Sisters[image: External link]
	Nominated



	2015
	WhatsOnStage Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	A Streetcar Named Desire[image: External link]
	Won



	2017
	British Academy Television Award for Best Supporting Actress[image: External link]
	The Crown[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Screen Actors Guild Award for Outstanding Performance by an Ensemble in a Drama Series[image: External link]
	Nominated



	Glamour Award for Best UK TV Actress[image: External link]
	Won
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