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Author’s Note





I approached this project not as an historian or a journalist but as a playwright. This is not an historical document, it is a play. While I have at all times tried not to interfere with the content of what a character is saying, I have on occasion, for the sake of clarity, changed how they might say it. I have also used the same style of punctuation I always use when writing any play. And for practical and artistic purposes I added a fictional character. As is the nature of these plays I have left out far more than I included.






















Characters







COUNSEL





Commissioner


Lord Mersey, seventy-two, born Liverpool





Attorney General


Sir Rufus Isaacs, fifty-two, born London





Solicitor General


Sir John Simon, thirty-nine





Thomas Scanlon


MP for North Sligo, thirty-eight, acting on behalf of the National Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union





Mr W. D. Harbinson


acting on behalf of third-class passengers





WITNESSES


(in order of appearance)





Reginald Lee


forty-one, born Oxfordshire, Lookout





Charles Joughin


thirty-two, born Birkenhead, Chief Baker





John Hart


thirty-one, born London, Steward





George Symons


twenty-four, born Weymouth, Lookout





Sir Cosmo Duff Gordon


forty-nine, first-class passenger, only one eye





Lady Duff Gordon


forty-eight, first-class passenger





Charles Lightoller


thirty-eight, born Lancashire, Second Officer





Joseph Ismay


forty-nine, born Liverpool, first-class passenger, Managing Director of Oceanic Steam Navigation Co.





Sir Ernest Shackleton


thirty-eight, born Co. Kildare, explorer





Clerk of the Court


(fictional character)





Place


Scottish Hall, Buckingham Gate, Westminster





Time


May–July 1912





The Clerk of the Court is dressed in a present-day suit and does not wear a tie.





When a character withdraws they should remain on stage and go to what might be a viewing gallery.





This text went to press before the end of rehearsals, so may differ slightly from the play as performed.
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Act One










Clerk   eight hundred bundles of fresh asparagus – a parisian cafe – forty tons of potatoes – seven thousand five hundred blankets – a heated swimming pool – one thousand two hundred teapots – twenty thousand bottles of beer and stout – five grand pianos – a turkish bath – one hundred pairs of grape scissors – forty-five thousand table napkins – one thousand five hundred bottles of wine – a gymnasium – forty thousand fresh eggs – two barber’s shops with automatic hair-drying appliances – seventy-five thousand pounds of fresh meat – one thousand oyster forks – nine hundred tons of baggage and freight – more than three million rivets – and four cases of opium – i am a fictional character by the way – of the now – the present – i do not sit in judgement – functional not emotional – a made-up clerk of the court – the rest is real – or as real as can be made – or wanted – 1912 – no more than a few weeks after the titanic sank on her maiden voyage across the north atlantic to new york – two inquiries – one in new york and one in london – we are in london – the counsel – the questioners – the truth-seekers etc


The five men enter and stand at their chairs.


the man in charge – the commissioner – lord mersey (Sits.) – the attorney general – sir rufus isaacs (Sits.) – the solicitor general – sir j simon (Sits.) – mr thomas scanlon mp – acting on behalf of the national sailors’ and firemen’s union of great britain and ireland (Sits.) – and mr w d harbinson acting on behalf of third-class passengers – there are of course others but we had no room for them


Reginald Lee enters.


Clerk   day 4 – reginald lee – lookout on the titanic – the attorney general


The Attorney General stands.


Attorney General   are you an able seaman


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   and were you on the titanic when she sailed in april on her first voyage


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   you were the lookout man


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   you have had about fifteen or sixteen years at sea altogether


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   have you acted as lookout man in other ships before the titanic


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   have you ever had glasses for use as lookout man


Reginald Lee   yes – but i do not know whether they were private or supplied by the company


Attorney General   have you found them of use


Reginald Lee   they are better than the ordinary eyesight


Attorney General   do you know if they are supplied in any other vessels of the white star line


Reginald Lee   i cannot say for certain – but my mate in the crow’s nest who was for four years in the oceanic as lookout man – told me they had them there





Attorney General   were there any on the titanic


Reginald Lee   no – not for our use anyway


Attorney General   was there any place in the crow’s nest for glasses


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   on the titanic


Reginald Lee   yes there was a small box


Attorney General   if i understand you right – there was a box there for glasses but no glasses in the box


Reginald Lee   i could not tell you if they were for glasses – but there was a box there that would hold glasses


Attorney General did you look for glasses at all in the crow’s nest


Reginald Lee   we asked for them


Attorney General   on the titanic


Reginald Lee   yes – i did not personally ask for them but one of the other fellows did – and they said there were none for us


Attorney General   who was one of the other fellows who asked for them – do you know


Reginald Lee   symons or jewell – i cannot be sure which one it was


Attorney General   i think we know symons was jewell’s mate on the lookout


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   fleet was yours


Reginald Lee   yes





Attorney General   and i think hogg and evans were the other two


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   did you come on the lookout at ten o’clock


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   on sunday night the 14th april


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   how long did you remain on the lookout – what was your duty


Reginald Lee   four to six and ten to twelve


Attorney General   i suppose that would mean that you and fleet came on at ten o’clock


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   and relieved symons and jewell?


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   did one of you take the starboard side and one the port side of the crow’s nest on the lookout


Reginald Lee   i generally took the starboard side and fleet took the port side


Attorney General   you were on the starboard side – do you know whether there was any other lookout than you two


Reginald Lee   i could not say – we do not know what orders are given from the bridge


Attorney General   then when you relieved jewell and symons did they pass any word to you


Reginald Lee   yes – they told us to keep a careful lookout for ice and growlers in particular


Attorney General   they told you to keep a careful look out for ice and growlers


Reginald Lee   yes – by the officer of the watch before ten o’clock - mr lightoller


Attorney General   what sort of night was it


Reginald Lee   a clear starry night overhead – but at the time of the accident there was a haze right ahead


Attorney General   at the time of the accident a haze right ahead


Reginald Lee   a haze right ahead – in fact it was extending more or less round the horizon – there was no moon


Attorney General   and no wind


Reginald Lee   and no wind whatever – barring what the ship made herself


Attorney General   quite a calm sea


Reginald Lee   quite a calm sea


Attorney General   was it cold


Reginald Lee   very – freezing


Attorney General   colder than you had had it yet on the voyage


Reginald Lee   i would not say that – but it was the coldest we had had that voyage – yes


Attorney General   it was the coldest that night than ever you had had it that voyage in the titanic


Reginald Lee   yes – on that trip


Attorney General   did you notice this haze which you said extended on the horizon when you first came on the lookout – or did it come later


Reginald Lee   it was not so distinct then not to be noticed – you did not really notice it then – not on going on watch – but we had all our work cut out to pierce through it just after we started – my mate happened to pass the remark to me – he said – well if we can see through that we’ll be lucky – that was when we began to notice there was a haze on the water – there was nothing in sight


Attorney General   you had been told of course to keep a careful lookout for ice – and you were trying to pierce the haze as much as you could


Reginald Lee   yes – to see as much as we could


Attorney General   at the time you came on watch – up to the moment just before the collision – can you tell us whether there was any difference in the speed at which the vessel was travelling compared with the rest of the voyage – what i mean is was she going the same speed


Reginald Lee   she seemed to be going at the same rate all the way


Attorney General   before half past eleven on that watch – that is seven bells – had you reported anything at all – do you remember


Reginald Lee   there was nothing to be reported


Attorney General   then what was the first thing you did report


Reginald Lee   the first thing that was reported was after seven bells struck – it was some minutes – it might have been nine or ten minutes afterwards – three bells were struck by fleet warning – right ahead – and immediately he rung the telephone up to the bridge – iceberg right ahead – the reply came back from the bridge – thank you


Commissioner   that would be about eleven forty


Attorney General   that is right my lord – ten minutes after seven bells – (To Witness.) i want you to tell the story from this point – you were watching the iceberg


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   did you notice what the ship did


Reginald Lee   as soon as the reply came back – thank you the helm must have been put hard-a-starboard or very close to it – because she veered to the port – and it seemed almost as if she might clear it – but i suppose there was ice under water


Commissioner   she veered to port – her helm must have been put hard-a-starboard


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   you saw the iceberg as the vessel veered to port did you


Reginald Lee   i saw it before that


Attorney General   where did you get the iceberg – on what side of you


Reginald Lee   on the starboard hand as she was veering to port


Attorney General   you had the iceberg on the starboard side


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   you were on the starboard side of the crow’s nest you told us


Reginald Lee   just at that time i happened to be right in front of the nest – because as the nest is semicircular the telephone is in the corner of the nest on the starboard side – my mate was telephoning from there – and i was standing in front of the nest watching the berg


Attorney General   do you mean you were standing just about amidships


Reginald Lee   just about amidships in front of the nest


Attorney General   you were watching the berg – you had got the berg on the starboard side as the vessel’s head was veered to port


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   and you watched it


Reginald Lee   i watched it


Attorney General   now could you give us any idea of what height there was of ice out of the water – i only want to have some idea of it


Reginald Lee   it was higher than the forecastle – but i could not say what height was clear of the water


Commissioner   how far does the forecastle stand out of the water


Attorney General   i think it is about sixty feet


Commissioner   i do not think it is as much as sixty feet


Attorney General   i think she drew about thirty-four feet


Commissioner   i was not thinking about her draught but how high the forecastle would stand from the water


Attorney General   i said sixty feet i am told it is about fifty-five feet (To Witness.) can you give us any idea of the breadth – what did it look like – it was something which was above the forecastle


Reginald Lee   it was a dark mass that came through the haze and there was no white appearing until it was just close alongside the ship – and that was just a fringe at the top


Attorney General   can you give us an idea – to the best of your ability – how far off she was when you passed her to starboard


Reginald Lee   she hit us


Attorney General   how far was the vessel from the iceberg


Reginald Lee   what did you say


Attorney General   you have told us your vessel veered to port and then you got the iceberg on the starboard side


Reginald Lee   yes – that is where she hit


Attorney General   quite so – that is where she hit – but can you tell us how far the iceberg was from you – this mass that you saw


Reginald Lee   it might have been half a mile or more – it might have been less – i could not give you the distance in that peculiar light


Attorney General   you are speaking of when it was you first saw it


Reginald Lee   yes


Attorney General   i understand that – you think it might have been half a mile or less – and of course you cannot give any better indication than that – i am much obliged to you for that – but it is not quite what i wanted you to tell us – you have told us that she veered to port and then she struck on the starboard side – but when you were looking at her could you see whether this darkness which you have told us of was any distance from the ship or was it quite close up against the side of the ship


Reginald Lee   close up against the side of the ship on the starboard bow


Attorney General   give us – to the best of your ability – where it was according to you the vessel struck – i want to get some idea from you


Reginald Lee   just before the foremast – it must have been there because when i went down from the crow’s nest – the water was coming into – i do not know whether you call it number one or number two – it was level with here (Pointing to model.) that is about where it was


The Attorney General sits.


Mr Scanlon stands.


Mr Scanlon   when you are at sea in a fog is it a usual practice to station a watchman at the bows in addition to the lookout in the crow’s nest


Reginald Lee   the captain of the ship has to be responsible for that kind of thing


Mr Scanlon   just tell me whether in your experience it is usual to do that


Reginald Lee   if the captain of the ship thinks it is necessary


Mr Scanlon   have you seen it done


Reginald Lee   i have


Mr Scanlon   have you seen it done frequently


Reginald Lee   not frequently


Mr Scanlon   is not a haze a kind of fog


Reginald Lee   it is a kind of fog but you could not describe it as a fog


Commissioner   (to Witness) were you in a fog when this accident happened


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Scanlon   did you communicate with the bridge that you found it hazy


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Scanlon   were you not then of the opinion that the pressure of that haze made the passage dangerous


Reginald Lee   i am not the officer of the watch


Mr Scanlon   did you not think it a proper thing to communicate with the officer on the bridge


Reginald Lee   certainly not – the officer of the watch would ask you what you meant by it – he would ask you whether you were interfering with his duty or not


Mr Scanlon   when you are going through a haze at night is it usual to slow up – slacken speed


Reginald Lee   that has nothing to do with me – i am not on the bridge – i am a lookout man – as i said before


Mr Scanlon   you have often been in fog i daresay in atlantic passages


Reginald Lee   i am in a fog now


Mr Scanlon   would it have been easier to have observed the iceberg from the bow than from the crow’s nest


Reginald Lee   i cannot answer you that


Mr Scanlon   when you have been on other ships have you ever been at watch on the bows


Reginald Lee   yes


Commissioner   was there a crow’s nest on that ship


Reginald Lee   yes


Commissioner   and was there somebody in the crow’s nest as well


Reginald Lee   yes


Commissioner   and somebody on the bridge as well


Reginald Lee   that was off the banks of newfoundland


Commissioner   was there somebody on the bridge as well


Reginald Lee   two quartermasters were there and the officer of the watch


Mr Scanlon   as you have been stationed both in the crow’s nest and in other ships on the bows i want you to give us your opinion as to whether it would be easier to see the iceberg if you were stationed at the bows than in the crow’s nest


Commissioner   he has given you an answer to that which i believe to be quite true – that he does not


Mr Scanlon sits.


Mr Harbinson stands.


Mr Harbinson   i believe you went from southampton to cherbourg


Reginald Lee   yes


Mr Harbinson   did you take many passengers on at cherbourg


Reginald Lee   that i could not say


Mr Harbinson   you do not know


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Harbinson   then you went from cherbourg to queenstown


Reginald Lee   yes


Mr Harbinson   did you ship many passengers at queenstown


Reginald Lee   a good number but i cannot say how many


Mr Harbinson   but a good number


Reginald Lee   yes


Mr Harbinson   mainly i suppose third-class passengers


Reginald Lee   yes third-class passengers


Mr Harbinsondo i rightly understand that third-class passengers were carried both fore and aft in the titanic


Commissioner   you do – you need not wait for an answer to that


Mr Harbinson   thank you your lordship (To Witness.)


you were told to look out for ice and growlers


Reginald Lee   quite so


Mr Harbinson   had you been told there was ice about


Reginald Lee   yes


Mr Harbinson   you knew that ice was about


Reginald Lee   you could smell it


Commissioner   smell it


Mr Harbinson   that is his reply


Commissioner   this is the first time i have heard that – does he mean that he felt the cold – (To Witness.) is that what you mean by smell


Reginald Lee   there was a sudden change in temperature my lord


Commissioner   then i understand


Mr Harbinson   despite the fact that this haze was about you saw no slackening in speed


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Harbinson   and no alteration of the course


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Harbinson   immediately after the collision did you come down from the crow’s nest


Reginald Lee   no i waited until our relief came up at twelve o’clock


Commissioner   you are taking him all over the same story again – he came down from the crow’s nest at twelve o’clock – the end of his watch


Mr Harbinson   immediately you came down from the crow’s nest did you see any passengers come from the fore part of the boat


Reginald Lee   no because underneath the forecastle you would not see anybody there – only the sailor folk or some of the firemen


Mr Harbinson   did you see anybody giving any instructions or warnings to the passengers in that part of the boat


Reginald Lee   i saw the bosun and he sent the watch up on deck to clear the boats


Mr Harbinson   but you did not hear any instructions given as to warnings to be given to the passengers


Reginald Lee   no


Mr Harbinson sits.


Commissioner   is your eyesight good


Reginald Lee   i think so my lord


Commissioner   do you believe that it is good


Reginald Lee   i do


Commissioner   can you tell me the difference between day binoculars and night binoculars


Reginald Lee   no my lord – except that they are made in the trade for night use and day use


Clerk   the witness withdraws


Charles Joughin enters.


Clerk   day six – charles joughin – chief baker on the titanic – the solicitor general


The Solicitor General stands.


Solicitor General   were you the chief baker on the titanic


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   what was the staff of bakers under you


Charles Joughin   thirteen


Solicitor General   thirteen and yourself as chief baker


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   i suppose if provision were wanted it would be your department to look after that would it not


Charles Joughin   no


Solicitor General   what about bread


Charles Joughin   the boats are provided with hard bread – what we call biscuits


Solicitor General   did not you hear any orders given about provisions for the boats


Charles Joughin   not directly from any officer – word was passed down from the top deck and i received it eventually through other channels


Solicitor General   what was it


Charles Joughin   provision boats – or put any spare provisions you have in the boats – that was it


Solicitor General   as i understand – the biscuits – the hard bread – would be in the boats already – or ought to be


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   and it would only be the soft bread you had to think about


Charles Joughin   any surplus stuff we had around that was handy we would put into the boats


Solicitor General   you heard that order passed along – did you take steps to send up some provisions to the boats


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   what was it you did – you and your men


Charles Joughin   i sent thirteen men up with four loaves apiece – forty pounds of bread each as near as i could guess


Solicitor General   and your staff – your men – had they got stations for the boats


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   and as far as you know did they know their stations


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   did these thirteen bakers go up with these loaves


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   did you go up to the deck yourself


Charles Joughin   i stayed in the shop for a little while and then i followed them up the middle staircase


Solicitor General   just two or three questions about what happened after that – which was your boat


Charles Joughin   i was assigned to number ten


Solicitor General   did you go to your boat – number ten


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   were there passengers there


Charles Joughin   a good many passengers there


Solicitor General   was the order good – the discipline good


Charles Joughin   splendid


Solicitor General   number ten was being got ready – when you saw it had anybody got into the boat yet


Charles Joughin   no


Solicitor General   now tell us about number ten in order – what happened


Charles Joughin   it was swung out – the stewards firemen and sailors all got in a line – we passed the ladies through


Solicitor General   into number ten


Charles Joughin   into number ten – then we got it about half full and then we had difficulty in finding ladies for it – they ran away from the boat and said they were safer where they were


Solicitor General   you heard ladies saying that


Charles Joughin   i am sure of that


Commissioner   when the boat was half full we had difficulty in finding more ladies


Charles Joughin   right sir


Commissioner   they ran away saying they were safer where they were


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   up to this time could you tell me had you seen any third-class passengers – women from the third class


Charles Joughin   yes sir – plenty


Solicitor General   so far as you saw was any distinction made between the classes – first-class ladies or second-class ladies or third-class ladies


Charles Joughin   none at all


Solicitor General   of course at ordinary times this boat deck is a first-class deck – a promenade – is it not


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   and the third-class people would not get on to it


Charles Joughin   it is railed off just from the boats – and the saloon passengers use it as a sunning deck


Solicitor General   but at this time were there any barriers up


Charles Joughin   no


Solicitor General   you know the way – i suppose – that third-class passengers would have to go in order to get on to this top deck – they would have to mount stairs would not they


Charles Joughin   they have to go up some stairs – but there is an emergency door from the third class into the second class leading up the broad staircase that was open very early


Solicitor General   just tell us please how is it you know that emergency door was open for them


Charles Joughin   because i went down that way to my room after shutting the bakery door


Solicitor General   when you went down to your room and found this door open did you at that time see third-class people coming up


Charles Joughin   coming along the alleyway – some women – with two bags in their hands – they would not let go of them


Solicitor General   now just let us go back to boat number ten and finish it – you said that when it was about half full with women you could not find more women to pass along the line and put into the boat


Charles Joughin   we had difficulty in finding them


Solicitor General   what was done – what happened


Charles Joughin   i myself and three or four other chaps went on the next deck and forcibly brought up women and children


Solicitor General   did not they want to go


Charles Joughin   no sir – they were all sitting squatting down on the deck


Solicitor General   did you put them into the boat


Charles Joughin   we threw them in – the boat was standing off about a yard and a half from the ship’s side – with a slight list – we could not put them in – we could either hand them in or just drop them in


Solicitor General   did that fill your boat or was there still room


Charles Joughin   eventually it was filled – pretty well filled anyway


Solicitor General   you did not i think go away in that boat


Charles Joughin   no


Solicitor General   although it was your boat


Charles Joughin   i was supposed to be captain of the boat by the crew list


Solicitor General   why was it that you did not get in


Charles Joughin   well i was standing waiting for orders from the officer to jump in and then he ordered two sailors in and a steward – a steward named burke – i was waiting for orders to get into the boat – but they evidently thought it was full enough and i did not get in


Solicitor General   and then where did you go


Charles Joughin   i went – scouting around – as we call it


Solicitor General   and then you went below


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   now we just want to finish your experience – you say you went below after number ten had gone – did you stay below or did you come up again


Charles Joughin   i went down to my room and had a drop of liqueur that i had down there – and while i was there i saw the old doctor and spoke to him and then i came upstairs again


Solicitor General   on to the boat deck


Charles Joughin   yes on to the boat deck


Solicitor General   just tell us shortly what you did


Charles Joughin   i saw that all the boats had gone – i saw that all the boats were away


Solicitor General   that all the boats had gone


Charles Joughin   yes that all the boats had gone


Solicitor General   do you mean forward as well as aft


Charles Joughin   i could not see very well forward and i did not look – because they went off first as far as i could understand


Solicitor General   at all events all the boats had gone


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   yes – what next


Charles Joughin   i went down on to b deck – the deckchairs were lying all along and i started throwing deckchairs through the large ports


Solicitor General   what did you do with the deckchairs


Charles Joughin   i threw them through the large ports


Solicitor General   threw them overboard


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   they would float i suppose


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   i think one sees why – just to make it clear why did you do that


Charles Joughin   it was an idea of my own


Solicitor General   tell us why – was it to give something to cling to


Charles Joughin   i was looking out for something for myself sir


Solicitor General   quite so – did you throw a whole lot of them overboard


Charles Joughin   i should say about fifty


Solicitor General   were other people helping you to do it


Charles Joughin   i did not see them


Solicitor General   you were alone – as far as you could see


Charles Joughin   there was other people on the deck – but i did not see anybody else throwing chairs over


Solicitor General   then after having thrown these deckchairs overboard did you go up to the boat again


Charles Joughin   i went to the deck pantry


Solicitor General   tell us what happened


Charles Joughin   i went to the deck pantry and while i was in there i thought i would take a drink of water – and while i was getting the drink of water i heard a kind of a crush – as if something had buckled – as if part of the ship had buckled – and then i heard a rush overhead


Solicitor General   do you mean a rush of people


Charles Joughin   yes – a rush of people overhead on the deck


Solicitor General   you could hear it


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   people running – yes


Charles Joughin   when i got up on top i could see them clambering down from those decks – of course i was in the tail end of the rush


Commissioner   clambering down – climbing down from where


Charles Joughin   (shows on model) these rails and steps – they came down this way


Solicitor General   they had run along as far aft as they could on the boat deck


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   did you see them clambering down to get on to the a deck so as to get further aft


Charles Joughin   their idea was to get on to the poop


Solicitor General   you say that you heard this sound of buckling or crackling – was it loud – could anybody in the ship hear it


Charles Joughin   you could have heard it but you did not really know what it was – it was not an explosion or anything like that – it was like as if the iron was parting


Solicitor General   like the breaking of metal


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   was it immediately after that sound that you heard this rushing of people and saw them climbing up


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   what did you do


Charles Joughin   i kept out of the crush as much as i possibly could and i followed down – followed down – getting towards the well of the deck – and just as i got down towards the well she gave a great list over to port and threw everybody in a bunch – except myself – i did not see anybody else besides myself out of the bunch


Solicitor General   it is very difficult to say how many i daresay – but – could you give me some idea of how many people there were in this crush


Charles Joughin   i have no idea sir – i know they were piled up


Solicitor General   what do you mean when you say no idea – were there hundreds


Charles Joughin   yes – there were more than that – many hundreds i should say


Solicitor General   can you tell us what happened to you


Charles Joughin   yes i eventually got on to the starboard side of the poop


Commissioner   will you point out to me where you got to


Charles Joughin   (showing on model) this is where i eventually got to


Solicitor General   did you find anybody else holding that rail there – on the poop


Charles Joughin   no


Solicitor General   you were the only one


Charles Joughin   i did not see anybody else


Solicitor General   were you holding the rail so that you were inside the ship – or were you holding the rail so that you were on the outside of the ship


Charles Joughin   on the outside


Solicitor General   then what happened


Charles Joughin   well i was just wondering what next to do – i had tightened my belt and i had transferred some things out of this pocket into my stern pocket – i was just wondering what next to do when she went


Solicitor General   and did you find yourself in the water


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   did you feel that you were dragged under or did you keep on top of the water


Charles Joughin   i do not believe my head went under the water at all – it may have been wetted but no more


Solicitor General   are you a good swimmer


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   how long do you think you were in the water before you got anything to hold on to


Charles Joughin   i did not attempt to get anything to hold on to until i reached a collapsible – but that was daylight


Solicitor General   daylight – was it


Charles Joughin   i do not know what time it was


Solicitor General   then you were in the water for a long long time


Charles Joughin   i should say over two hours sir


Solicitor General   were you trying to make progress in the water – to swim – or just keeping where you were


Charles Joughin   i was just paddling and treading water


Solicitor General   and then daylight broke


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   did you see any icebergs about you


Charles Joughin   no sir – i could not see anything


Solicitor General   did it keep calm till daylight or did the wind rise at all


Charles Joughin   it was just like a pond


Solicitor General   then you spoke of a collapsible boat – tell us shortly about it


Charles Joughin   just as it was breaking daylight i saw what i thought was some wreckage and i started to swim towards it slowly – when i got near enough i found it was a collapsible – not properly upturned but on its side – with an officer and i should say about twenty or twenty-five men standing on top of it


Commissioner   with an officer and what


Charles Joughin   i should say roughly about twenty-five men standing on the top – well on the side not on the top


Solicitor General   do you know which officer it was


Charles Joughin   yes – mr lightoller


Solicitor General   mr lightoller and you think about twenty or twenty-five people


Charles Joughin   yes


Commissioner   men – he said


Solicitor General   yes men my lord


Charles Joughin   yes all men


Solicitor General   you said something about its being turned on its side


Charles Joughin   yes


Solicitor General   i wish you would explain what you mean


Charles Joughin   (pointing to model) it was like as if one of those lifeboats was on its side – floating on its side
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