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Physical Characteristics of the Bearded Collie


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: In proportion to the size of the dog.


Ears: Medium sized, hanging and covered with long hair.


Eyes: Large, expressive, soft and affectionate.
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Skull: Broad and flat.


Neck: In proportion to the length of the body, strong and slightly arched.


Stop: Moderate.


Nose: Large and squarish.


Teeth: Strong and white, meeting in a scissors bite.


Chest: Deep, reaching at least to the elbows.


Forequarters: The shoulders are well laid back at an angle of approximately 45°. The tops of the shoulder blades lie in against the withers, but they slope outwards from there sufficiently to accommodate the desired spring of ribs. The legs are straight and vertical, with substantial, but not heavy, bone and are covered with shaggy hair all around.


Feet: Oval in shape with the soles well padded.


Back: Level.


Tail: Set low and is long enough for the end of the bone to reach at least the point of the hocks. The tail is covered with abundant hair.


Hindquarters: The hind legs are powerful and muscular at the thighs with well bent stifles. The hocks are low. The legs are covered with shaggy hair all around.


Coat: Double with the undercoat soft, furry and close. The outer-coat is flat, harsh, strong and shaggy.


Color: All Bearded Collies are born either black, blue, brown or fawn, with or without white markings.


Size: The ideal height at the withers is 21–22 inches for adult dogs and 20–21 inches for adult bitches.
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Many people feel attracted to the Bearded Collie because of its “shaggy-dog” appeal. The Beardie is a handsome purebred through and through with a long history as a working sheep and cattle dog.
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The Bearded Collie is very much the type of breed that many people feel they already know, simply because of its similarity to a lot of “shaggy dog” types. Until comparatively recently, however, many people did not know the name of the breed when they met one and would often confuse the Bearded Collie with the Old English Sheepdog. Despite the similar shaggy appearance and herding heritage, the breeds are actually very different in body and head shape, general construction and overall balance.




THE BEARDIE APPEARS


Shaggy dogs of similar type to the Beardie first began appearing in art and books in the early 19th century. Two different paintings entitled “The Shepherd’s Dog,” one by P. Reinagle in about 1803 and the other by W. Barraud dated 1854, show dogs of definite Beardie type. It is possible these Scottish dogs evolved from other shaggy flock-gathering breeds on the Continent such as the Pyrenean Sheepdog, the Portuguese Sheepdog, the Catalan Sheepdog and, the most likely ancestor, the Polish Lowland Sheepdog. Legends state that some of these dogs arrived in the United Kingdom on ships and were traded like other stock and produce.
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The basic shape and balance of early Bearded Collies should be evident in quality examples of the breed today. This is the author’s Eng. Ch. Chriscaro Chrystal at Orora at three years of age.


The Bearded Collie has, in fact, a long history in various guises but all rather similar to the dogs we still see nowadays. Grooming techniques may result in longer and, often, heavier coats, but the basic shape and balance of the early Beardies are, or should be, still there.


In the beginning, there were no Bearded Collies, and it was a dull world indeed. Eventually, people who owned sheep noticed that the sheep were troublesome to keep in one place, and few people could run fast enough to gather them. And so the herding dog was born! At first, shepherds used dogs of any type that would gather. Then they began to notice that certain types of these dogs were also good playmates for their children. Some were hardy and worked better than other types in their given environments and climates. And some were just plain fun to have around, as well as good workers…and so the Beardie came into being. And the world became more fun!


The Bearded Collie originated in Britain as a working sheep and cattle dog. It is generally accepted that the Bearded Collie’s temperament was ideally suited to the work of a drover, often covering great distances to drive cattle safely to market over rough terrain. This would certainly be borne out by the Bearded Collie’s method of working stock, which typically displays a rough-and-ready attitude, nudging and nipping the heels and coaxing the livestock into order. This behavior is still readily evident in present-day Beardies, given the opportunity.




BARKING BEARDIES


In many parts of Britain, working Beardies were known as “Barking Dogs” due to their habit of continually barking as they worked. You may wish to consider this if you are thinking of acquiring your first Beardie. It is a trait that they have not lost over the generations!





Some years ago, one of my Beardie bitches displayed her instinct with cattle in a most daredevil and courageous act, herding and removing some beasts that had broken out of their field and were making attempts to chase me on my pony. Despite my cries to her to come away, she took them to the far end of the field and rejoined me only when she could see that we were out of any danger. This was a show bitch, long removed from working stock, who had never been tried with any form of work. Beardies running with other dogs or, indeed, with their family members will also often display herding instinct, maintaining a constant eye on their “charges” and constantly circling and checking the course of their playmates.
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Author Bryony Harcourt-Brown with her first Bearded Collie, a lovely chocolate and white, who converted the author to the Beardie fold.
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Despite the strong resemblance between the Bearded Collie and the Old English Sheepdog, shown here, the two breeds are very different in head shape, body shape and general construction, as this puppy Bobtail illustrates.


Various theories have been propounded as to the original breeds that formed the Beardie, but none of these theories has been satisfactorily proved due to a lack of written documentation. Nevertheless, it is generally accepted that dogs of hairy type with exceptional abilities with sheep and cattle and of a hardy disposition were highly prized in Scotland. These dogs may have derived from a number of sources, including some of the Eastern European breeds. However, it is most likely that the Bearded Collie predominantly gained ancestry from a number of native breeds and not from any one breed in particular.


Early Beardie types were known by a variety of names such as the Scotch Sheepdog and the Hairy Mou’ed Collie. In the South of England, there were also dogs famed as drovers, of Beardie type, known as Smithfields. These were so named as they were used by drovers to take cattle to London’s Smithfield Market. The Smith-fields were famous for their ability to find their own way home, passing from farm to farm along the way. Interestingly, there are still working dogs bearing the name Smithfield in Tasmania today.


Other mention has been made of dogs known as the “Barking Dogs” or “Noisy Dogs,” which seem to have been of Beardie type and possibly had been used by the Celtic people in early British history. Wherever mention of this type of dog is made, various qualities have also repeatedly been attributed to them. These include their capacity for independent thought and their intelligence, allowing them to work without direction and bring home lost sheep without assistance. Another constant is the description of the dogs using “plenty of voice,” an attribute that allowed the whereabouts of the dogs to remain known despite their being out of sight. These qualities meant that the Beardie type of worker was very highly prized.




COLLIE COUSIN


One of the “breeds” considered by many to be an early Beardie cousin was called the Smithfield. Dogs called Smithfields, with a number of characteristics similar to those of Bearded Collies, are a highly prized working breed still being used for sheep and cattle by farmers in Tasmania. These dogs, like Beardies, give voice while working.
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The Collie (on the right), is the more familiar “collie,” though the Bearded Collie is growing in popularity by leaps and bounds.




HIGH ACHIEVERS


The first Bearded Collie to achieve the prestigious title of Obedience Champion in Britain was Obedience Champion Scapa, by Eng. Ch. Bosky Glen of Bothkennar out of Swalehall Martha Scrope. Scapa was owned and trained by Jenni (Cooke) Wiggins.


In the early 1970s, the Beardie gained its first obedience title in the US through Ch. Brambledale Blue Bonnet, CD, ROM, also the breed’s first conformation champion. Ch. OTCh. Windcache A Briery Bess later was the first to achieve the lofty title of Obedience Trial Champion.





Despite all historical references to dogs of Beardie type throughout Britain, the Bearded Collie is generally known as a Scottish breed, and certainly it was from Scotland that the history is taken up in more modern and well-documented times.


Although still in existence, the Bearded Collie became largely forgotten as the years passed. The need for a long-distance drover had become all but obsolete with more modern methods of sending sheep and cattle to market.


In 1944, Mrs. G. O. Willison, a lady from England, wished to procure a Shetland Sheepdog from working stock and negotiated the purchase of such an animal from Scotland. In fact, she was sent a chocolate (brown) bitch puppy, which later proved to be a Bearded Collie.


Having researched the matter, Mrs. Willison set about trying to breed from this bitch, Jeannie. The first litter, to a half-bred Beardie male, was not a success and none of the resultant puppies were retained. However, Mrs. Willison was able to register Jeannie by a no-longer-used method that, at the time, allowed a judge to certify breed type and quality in a specific animal in order for it to gain English Kennel Club registration. Jeannie was registered as Jeannie of Bothkennar.


Despairing of ever finding a suitable Beardie mate for Jeannie, Mrs. Willison happened by sheer chance to meet a slate-and-white Bearded Collie dog and his owner on Hove Beach, Sussex, England. As the dog required a new home at that time, Mrs. Willison acquired him, and he was registered as Bailie of Bothkennar. Jeannie and Bailie produced their litter in 1950 and Mrs. Willison kept four pups: three males, one named Bogle of Bothkennar; and a female.


A year later, Mrs. Willison obtained Bess of Bothkennar from Argyll in Scotland. Bess was mated to Bogle and produced a bitch, Briery Nan of Bothkennar, who was to feature frequently in later pedigrees. Another outcross was Newtown Blackie; this dog, when mated to Briery Nan, produced Ridgeway Rob, a famous early male. Although there were other dogs brought in, the extent of the early available breeding stock was extremely limited. Consequently, it is probable that all modern-day Kennel-Club-registered Bearded Collies are descended from Jeannie and Bailie’s original combination.


Miss K. Suzanne Moorhouse, of the renowned Willowmead kennels, obtained Eng. Ch. Willowmead Barberry of Bothkennar from Mrs. Willison. Barberry’s litter brother, Eng. Ch. Wishanger Barley of Bothkennar, was owned by Miss Mary Partridge, famous for the Wishanger Beardies. Miss Partridge also obtained a bitch from Miss Moorhouse, Eng. Ch. Willowmead My Honey, who, when mated to Eng. Ch. Barley, produced Eng. Ch. Wishanger Cairnbhan, another highly influential early stud dog.


In 1959, the first Challenge Certificates (awards that count toward a British championship) for the breed were awarded at Britain’s famed Crufts show, and the Best of Breed winner was Beauty Queen of Bothkennar, who quickly became the first champion Bearded Collie.


A few years later, another up-and-coming breeder obtained Bothkennar stock. Miss Shirley Holmes, who was to become well known and respected for her Edenborough Beardies, obtained Eng. Ch. Bracken Boy of Bothkennar, born in 1962 and who was to produce some influential offspring.


Owing to ill health, Mrs. Willison began to reduce her involvement in the breed, parting with many of her dogs, and in 1964 the highly successful Bothkennar kennel was finally disbanded.
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REVIVING THE BREED


But for the tireless work of Mrs. G. O. Willison, the Bearded Collie as we know it might not be around today. Mrs. Willison is generally credited with the revival of the breed.
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This is Eng. Ch. Mignonette of Willowmead at Orora, who was the Top Bearded Collie in Britain in 1975 and 1976.


Ken and Jenny Osborne had obtained Eng. Ch. Blue Bonnie of Bothkennar from Mrs. Willison in 1963, followed by Eng. Ch. Bravo of Bothkennar in 1964. Although Ken and Jenny already had Blue-belle of Bothkennar, Bravo and Blue Bonnie really became the foundation of the Osmart kennel, a very famous kennel with many champions to its name. Probably the most influential of these champions would be Eng. Ch. Osmart Bonnie Blue Braid, by Eng. Ch. Bravo out of Eng. Ch. Blue Bonnie. This wonderful blue male was to make a major impact on the breed, as was Miss Shirley Holmes’s Eng. Ch. Edenborough Blue Bracken, grandson of the aforementioned Eng. Ch. Bracken Boy of Bothkennar and the top-winning Beardie for many years as well as the breed’s first Best-in-Show winner.


Other famous kennels responsible for champions in 1960s Britain included Cannamoor, Brambledale, Davealex, Western-isles, Tambora, Broadholme, Beagold and Chantala.


My own first Bearded Collies, obtained in the beginning of the 1970s, were from the Osmart and Willowmead kennels. My Osmart bitch actually still carried unknown breeding on one side of her pedigree. I also obtained a bitch of working origins, although Kennel-Club-registered, from Scotland. These three, with a bitch by Eng. Ch. Edenborough Blue Bracken, formed the foundation of my kennel. The bitch I bought from Miss Moorhouse became Eng. Ch. Mignonette of Willowmead at Orora, who was Top Bearded Collie in Britain for 1975 and 1976. Mignonette was by Eng. Ch. Wishanger Cairnbhan. When mated to Eng. Ch. Osmart Bonnie Blue Braid, Mignonette produced Eng. Ch. Orora’s Frank, who is behind so many of today’s dogs. Frank was Top Bearded Collie for 1983 and 1984.


Another dog carrying Wishanger lines was Mike and Janet Lewis’s Eng. Ch. Pepperland Lyric John at Potterdale. “Lyric John,” the first major Potterdale show dog, was to start a phenomenal show career for Janet and Mike. They have produced innumerable top-quality champions in the breed, including Brenda White’s lovely Eng. Ch. Potterdale Classic of Moonhill, the 1989 Crufts Best-in-Show winner, who was sired by Eng. Ch. Orora’s Frank.


BEARDIES IN THE US AND BEYOND


BY CHRIS WALKOWICZ


Although Bearded Collies were probably exported from Britain in the early part of the 20th century, the main exportation of Beardies from Britain seems to have begun in the late 1950s. Popular in the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Europe and Asia, the breed continues to gain footholds wherever a Beardie charms his way into a home and heart.


Two Beardies out of a litter sired by Ridgeway Rob out of Bra’Tawney of Bothkennar were the first known of the breed to enter the United States, this in 1957. They landed in Connecticut and were undoubtedly good companions but were never shown, and no record exists of their being bred. In 1967, the first litter of Bearded Collies was registered with the American Kennel Club (AKC), bred by Larry and Maxine Levy of Heathglen kennels. The Levys had owned and shown the breed in Europe.




MOVERS AND SHAKERS


Among the top-producing kennels in the breed’s early years in the US were Arcadia, Artisan, Gaymardon, Ha’Penny, Parcana and Silverleaf. During the second decade, Arlin, Brandmar, Briarpatch, Brigadoon, Britannia, Chelsic, Ragtyme, Southampton, Stonehaven and Windfiddler were among the kennels that produced many lovely Beardies. Most of these kennels are still active today. Once a Beardie lover, always a Beardie lover!





The Bearded Collie Club of America (BCCA) was founded in 1969 with five members. Larry Levy served as the first president of the organization. Members accepted the British breed standard as the official standard by which the breed would be judged.


The shaggy, fun-loving, winsome Bearded Collie quickly attracted new fanciers and, by the following year, the club boasted 45 members. That year, 12 litters were whelped, with 19 imports and 32 American-bred dogs that were registered by D. Ian Morrison, BCCA registrar. Two hundred Beardies were added to the registry books in the first three years of the club’s existence, a sign of the breed’s appeal.


Within a short time, D. Ian and Moira Morrison became Beardie breeders under the Cauld-brae name, with Tom and Barbara Davies’s Dunwich Beardies following close after the Levys’ and Morrisons’. Richard and Linda Nootbaar (Rich-Lin) and Anne Dolan (Glen Eire) soon had litters of Beardies as well. After these five pioneer families, several others became enamored of the breed, and 1974 saw a flurry of Beardie litters and an emergence of breeders: Virginia Parsons (Braemoor), Freedo and Barbara Rieseberg (Silverleaf), Robert and Henrietta Lachman (Cricket) and J. Richard and Barbara Schneider (Ha’Penny). Tom Davies, Virginia Parsons, J. Richard Schneider and the Lachmans are still members of the BCCA.


Just seven short years after the founding of the BCCA, the Bearded Collie was accepted by the American Kennel Club for competition in the Miscellaneous Class. Shortly thereafter, the breed was admitted into the AKC Stud Book. Due to their allure, Beardies moved swiftly toward full recognition and trotted into the Working Group in 1977. A year later, an amended breed standard was authored by Tom Davies and Moira Morrison and approved by the BCCA and the AKC.




THE HISTORY OF BEARDIE FIRSTS


• Ch. Brambledale Blue Bonnet CD, ROM: First Beardie conformation champion and obedience titlist in the US, first Beardie Group and Best in Show (BIS) winner in the US and first Beardie Best of Breed (BOB) winner at the Westminster Kennel Club show (1978).


• Am./Can./Int. Ch. Diotima Bear Necessity CD, HC, CGC, ROM, ROMI, VA: First Group winner at Westminster. Eng./Can. Ch. Edenborough Kara Kara of Josanda: BOB winner at the BCCA’s first national specialty (1979).


• Ch. Rich-Lin’s Molly of Arcadia, ROMX: Top Bearded Collie dam and all-breeds.


• Am./Can. Ch. Windfiddler’s Still Cruisin HIC, ROMX, ROMAX, ROMIX, ROMOX, ROMH: Top sire.


• Ch. HC WTCh. Britannia Chip Thrills UDX, MX, MXJ, ASCA UD, HRDIIIs, MV, TDI, CGC, ROMX, ROMAX: First Herding Champion and first Master in Versatility title. Only four dogs have attained their herding championships: Chip; Am./Can. Ch. HC WTCh. Glen Elder Silver Artisan RTDsc, HRDIIIs; HC Artisan Starlight and Ch. HC Artisan Northern Night.


• Ch. OTCh. Windcache A Briery Bess: First Obedience Trial Champion and one of the only two Beardie obedience champions, along with first OTCh./UDX Ch. OTCh. Walkoway’s Frosted Flakes UDX, OA, NAC, NJC, STDs, HS, HIT, CGC.


• Am./Can. Ch. Britannia Back To The Future AX, MXJ, RN: First Rally title.


• Ch. Oakengates Havin’a Ball TDX: First TDX.


• Ch. MACH Balgrae’s Sean Mackay CD, HS, STDs, JHDs, NAC, NJC, VX: First Master Agility Champion (MACH).


• MACH4 O’Duinnin HMT Sonic Boom AAD, EAC, EJC, OGC: Appropriately named, “Jet” has a quadruple MACH title.
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Ch. Brambledale Blue Bonnet, CD, ROM swiftly became the first AKC champion for our breed, as well as the first obedience-titled Beardie. Bonnet was imported in 1972 by J. Richard Schneider and was owned by him and the Lachmans for a few years, after which the Lachmans became sole owners.


In 1983, the Beardie joined the other herding breeds when the Herding Group was formed. The breed increased quickly in popularity. Beardie devotees are thankful, however, that it has not reached the top 10 or 20 breeds. It remains steadily around the halfway mark in the AKC’s registration statistics of its 160-plus breeds.


The very things that attract the breed’s fanciers—the Beardie’s effervescent personality, activity level, independent thinking and beautiful coat (requiring regular care)—are the same characteristics that are turn-offs for others. Unfortunately, not everyone considers these traits when falling for the fuzzy face of a baby Beardie, resulting in some Beardies’ being given up by their owners, who were not prepared to meet the requirements of Bearded Collie ownership. Thus, in 1985, at Paul Glatzer’s suggestion and direction, the BCCA began its successful rescue program. To date, hundreds of Beardies have been placed in new homes, thanks to Paul Glatzer and his dozens of volunteers and regional directors. Due to the generous contributions of adoptive families and Beardie lovers, the program remains in good stead. No healthy Beardie need ever be homeless with this active group of dedicated people.




FOR THE LOVE OF THE BEARDIE…


Although the AKC Bearded Collie breed standard has not been changed since 1978, an illustrated standard was approved by the BCCA in 2002. The illustrations by Chet Jezierski and the expanded text by the BCCA Judges Education Committee have received rave reviews from judges and fanciers alike.


In addition to the national club, there are also regional Beardie clubs around the US. These can be found by contacting the AKC or checking the BCCA’s website at http://beardie.net/bcca.


In addition, an independent organization, Bearded Collie Foundation for Health (BeaCon), has an open registry for Beardies with the purpose of gathering information for health research. The website for BeaCon is http://beaconforhealth.org.
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Two British-born champions, Eng. Ch. Chriscaro Chrystal at Orora and Eng. Ch. Orora’s Laughing Waters.
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The popularity of the Beardie has ensured that the majority of people nowadays have some idea of what the breed looks like. Gone are the days when you have to explain to everyone what a Bearded Collie is. However, due to its endearing appearance, the Bearded Collie may look appealing to many people who would not actually enjoy living with a Beardie should they acquire one. Thus it is essential to understand the characteristics of the breed before you choose it for your family. Once you have made your choice and obtained your puppy, you have many years ahead in which to be satisfied with or to rue your decision. Having said this, those of us who love these dogs do so for their many, many charms.


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS


Beardies are medium-sized dogs, but they often seem much bigger due to their larger-than-life personalities. Although Beardies can seem quite small when curled up under a table, they become very large when jumping up at a friend in her best suit.


Males are much stronger in build and bulkier in coat than females, despite only a one- to two-inch difference in height at the shoulders. Consequently, males require substantially more of everything: more food, more grooming and often more strength in their owners’ arms to control the leashes of their bouncy Beardie boys in adolescence.


One of the major physical attributes of the typical Bearded Collie is its lack of exaggeration and its consequent soundness of structure. Because Beardies are built along the lines of rather a basic dog shape, they probably are not as prone to some of the stresses and consequent structural weaknesses of some other breeds.


The movement of the Bearded Collie is, or should be, even, totally sound and smooth, with long-reaching strides and a fluid effect. This is a most beautiful feature of the breed. The head and expression are also most individual, with a broad, flat skull; muzzle that is equal in length to the area from the stop to the back of the skull; and inquiring, expressive eyes.


Another rather unusual aspect of the breed is the pigmentation. The nose and lip pigment follows the birth coloring, being black, blue, brown or fawn. The eyes should also tone with the coat coloring and change as the dog grows. In fact, the whole coloring of the dog is constantly changing through time and is a most interesting trait of the breed. For instance, the brown Beardie puppy is quite chocolate at eight weeks, only to change gradually to pale fawn, sometimes almost to white, by about 12 to 16 months. The coat may then darken gradually again until the full adult coat is gained by about four or five years of age. In the case of browns particularly, the constant growth of coat means that the color is always changing—throughout the dog’s life and in different areas of the coat at any one time. At the same time, the eyes are constantly changing in color as well. Eyes can change from an almost yellow color in a youngster to perhaps a deep amber or copper in a mature dog. In this way, the dog really provides an ever-changing level of attractiveness. Perhaps to a lesser degree, the other colors undergo the same changes. For example, the newborn’s black will lighten and darken at similar times, probably never really to regain its original blackness. Blues will also lighten to nearly silver at around 12 to 16 months and then gradually regain much of their birth color by maturity. Born fawns are perhaps the least common of all the colors. Generally, although not always, they have a somewhat less attractive eye coloring, which can be rather pale. Additionally, there are more constraints on fawns in breeding; when choosing a mate, pigmentation and color are big considerations. Nonetheless, the fawn coat coloring is very lovely, being mushroom in hue in a baby and often having a frosting of white as the coat matures. A fawn with good eye coloring is a beautiful dog.
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Beardies adore the company of well-behaved children. It is important to teach children and dogs to treat each other in a gentle manner.




IN LIVING COLOR


There are only four main coat colors in Bearded Collie puppies. Despite all of the adult shadings that occur, all Beardies are born either black, brown, blue or fawn, with or without (but usually with) white collie markings. All four colors may also come as tricolors, with additional tan markings on the cheeks, eyebrows, legs and under the tail. The pigmentation and eye coloring are determined by the color of the coat.
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