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In "Caste," William Alexander Fraser delves into the intricate social structures that define the human experience, examining the concept of caste not just in the South Asian context, but as a pervasive social phenomenon that shapes identities across the globe. Written with a blend of engaging prose and academic rigor, Fraser'Äôs narrative interweaves personal anecdotes, historical insights, and sociological analysis. His exploration is underpinned by a rich literary style that invites readers to reflect on the multifaceted dynamics of class, privilege, and segregation, making the text both educational and deeply thought-provoking. The book stands as an important contribution to contemporary discussions on social hierarchies and identity politics, resonating with a growing audience concerned with issues of equity and justice. Fraser, a scholar with a diverse background in sociology and anthropology, draws on his extensive fieldwork and multicultural experiences to inform this work. His academic journey, marked by a deep fascination with the intersections of culture and society, profoundly influences his perspective on the caste system. Fraser's previous writings have garnered critical acclaim, positioning him as an authoritative voice engaging with complex social issues, thus enriching his insights in "Caste." For those seeking a deeper understanding of societal stratification, "Caste" is an essential read. It not only confronts uncomfortable truths about inequality but also challenges readers to reconsider their own positions within these frameworks. Fraser's compelling exploration will resonate with students, academics, and anyone invested in social justice, making it a pivotal addition to the literature on caste and societal relations.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


The Dream of the Red Chamber



Xueqin, Cao

8596547671329

1018

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

The Dream of the Red Chamber, a cornerstone of Chinese literature, intricately weaves a tapestry of family dynamics, societal expectations, and the intricacies of love within the framework of 18th-century Qing Dynasty China. Cao Xueqin employs a rich literary style, characterized by lyrical prose, vivid imagery, and profound psychological depth, to illustrate the poignant realities of human existence. The narrative, which revolves around the rise and fall of the Jia family, delves into themes of fate, fleeting beauty, and the illusory nature of wealth, thus positioning itself against the backdrop of a society grappling with change and decline. Cao Xueqin, born into a once-illustrious family that faced financial ruin, infused his own life experiences into this semi-autobiographical work. His background provided him with a keen insight into the complexities of social hierarchy and familial affections, which serve as the novel's backbone. Furthermore, his deep engagement with Buddhism, Daoism, and Confucian philosophy informs the metaphysical undercurrents that permeate the narrative, making it a reflective exploration of existence. I highly recommend The Dream of the Red Chamber to readers who seek a profound exploration of human emotions and societal complexities. Its nuanced characters and intricate plot will captivate those interested in classic literature, offering timeless wisdom that resonates well beyond its historical context. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - An Author Biography reveals milestones in the author's life, illuminating the personal insights behind the text. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
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In "My Life in China and America," Wing Yung offers a poignant and introspective account of his journey from the landscapes of China to the diverse cultural tapestry of America. The narrative intricately weaves personal anecdotes with reflections on identity, migration, and the immigrant experience, employing a lyrical prose style that balances simplicity with profound emotional depth. Set against the backdrop of historical upheavals and cultural intersections, Yung's work provides an astute commentary on the challenges and triumphs faced by immigrants, establishing a compelling dialogue between two worlds that are often seen as disparate. Wing Yung, a first-generation immigrant, draws upon his own life experiences to craft a narrative that resonates with authenticity and sincerity. His background in sociology and his active engagement in community-building initiatives have undoubtedly shaped his perspective on the myriad complexities of belonging and cultural integration. These influences imbue the text with both scholarly insight and heartfelt emotion, making it a powerful exploration of the immigrant narrative in a global context. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking a deeper understanding of the immigrant experience, as it not only sheds light on the personal dimensions of such a journey but also elevates the discussion to a broader socio-cultural level. Yung's eloquent storytelling and reflective insights make "My Life in China and America" a vital contribution to contemporary literature that captures the struggles and aspirations of countless individuals navigating the delicate balance between heritage and new beginnings.
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In "The Attach√© at Peking," Algernon Bertram Freeman-Mitford, Baron Redesdale, presents a vivid and immersive account of his experiences in China during the late 19th century, particularly focusing on his role as a diplomatic attach√© in Beijing. The book is characterized by its rich narrative style, blending detailed observations and cultural reflections with an underlying sense of curiosity about Chinese society and politics. Mitford's literate prose invites readers into the complex world of Qing China, exploring the interplay between Western diplomacy and traditional Chinese customs against the backdrop of significant historical events, including the Boxer Rebellion. Freeman-Mitford, a notable figure in Victorian literature and culture, was not only an attach√© but also an enthusiast of Eastern philosophies and arts. His background and extensive travels provided him with unique insights into Chinese culture, enabling him to observe and document intricacies often overlooked by other Westerners. His deep appreciation for Asian aesthetics and histories informed his anthropological observations, making this work both a personal memoir and a historical record. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in diplomatic history, cultural exchange, or Asian studies. It serves not only as a valuable historical document but also as a pertinent reminder of the complexities of cross-cultural interactions. Mitford's engaging storytelling and profound insights make "The Attach√© at Peking" an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the historical fabric of China during a transformative era.
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In 'In Macao,' Charles A. Gunnison presents an evocative portrayal of the enigmatic city of Macao, capturing its unique blend of Eastern and Western culture through rich, descriptive prose. The book is characterized by Gunnison'Äôs keen observational style and meticulous attention to detail, as he intricately weaves together personal anecdotes, historical context, and cultural commentary. Set against the backdrop of the mid-20th century, Gunnison'Äôs work reflects the shifting political tides and societal transformations within Macao, presenting a nuanced perspective that invites readers to contemplate the city'Äôs complex identity. Gunnison, an accomplished traveler, writer, and historian, draws from his extensive experiences and deep understanding of colonial influences on Southeast Asia and its peoples. His time spent in Macao as a researcher and observer profoundly impacted his worldview, providing him a unique lens through which to view the intersection of cultures and histories. With academic rigor and personal reflection, Gunnison provides readers with an authentic depiction of Macao'Äôs vibrancy and contradictions. Readers seeking to immerse themselves in a richly historical and culturally layered environment will find 'In Macao' an invaluable resource. Gunnison'Äôs insightful narrative invites you to explore the city's streets, engage with its people, and understand the complexities of its social fabric. This compelling read is essential for anyone with an interest in travel literature, history, or cultural studies.
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    At its core, Ancient China Simplified seeks to untangle a vast and intricate past into a clear, usable map of origins, institutions, and ideas. Edward Harper Parker presents a compact guide to early Chinese history that privileges clarity over ornament and synthesis over exhaustive citation. Writing as a seasoned British sinologist, he distills complex political and cultural developments into patterns a non-specialist can follow. The book’s focus falls on the formative centuries before imperial consolidation, when lines of kinship, ritual, and territory shaped enduring norms. Its promise is not encyclopedic coverage, but an intelligible framework for thinking about how ancient China took form.

Situated within historical nonfiction, the book surveys ancient China as a setting of competing states, evolving institutions, and canonical texts. First published in the early twentieth century, it reflects the scholarly tools and conventions of its moment while aiming at a broad, educated readership. Parker, active in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, writes with the confidence of a classroom expositor. He adopts the period’s romanization and reference habits, inviting readers to meet names and titles as they then appeared in English-language sinology. The result is a work positioned between introduction and interpretation, designed to make an immense subject graspable.

As a reading experience, the book offers a guided orientation rather than a dramatic narrative. Parker organizes the material around recurrent features—states and rulers, offices and rites, family names and territorial claims—so that readers can recognize structures beneath events. He explains terms, collates motifs from classical sources, and pauses to clarify how titles or customs functioned in practice. The prose is sober, explanatory, and patient, moving steadily from premise to implication. Without demanding prior expertise, it asks the reader to engage attentively with categories that informed early Chinese governance, and to see how those categories interact across time and region.

Several themes unify the work and lend it contemporary relevance. It foregrounds state formation and diplomacy, showing how alliances, ritual obligations, and rank encoded political order. It probes the relationship between kinship, naming, and authority, illuminating how social identity intersected with power. It tracks regional diversity within a shared cultural field, suggesting why local practices and central ideals sometimes aligned and sometimes clashed. It also raises enduring questions: how do traditions define legitimacy, how does memory shape history, and what travels best across centuries—institutions, ideas, or names? Readers interested in governance, culture, and historical method will find material to ponder.

Parker’s approach is anchored in close attention to traditional chronicles and commentaries as they were read in his time, paired with concise philological notes and historical cross-references. He distinguishes between legendary material and periods supported by more systematic records, while remaining focused on what the sources allow. His method foregrounds terminology, geography, and the logic of institutions, seeking coherence without forcing uniformity. The analysis stays within verifiable bounds, testing claims against the texts he cites and the scholarly consensus he could access. This restraint produces a compact survey that privileges intelligibility and source-based reasoning over speculation or sweeping theory.

Stylistically, the work is structured to guide rather than dazzle, valuing orderly exposition and clear signposting. Parker favors definitions, typologies, and incremental explanation, building an argument brick by brick so that later chapters rest on earlier foundations. The tone is formal, and measured, reflecting early twentieth-century academic prose as well as the conventions of English-language sinology of that era. Readers encounter terminology in forms current at the time of writing, a reminder that language and scholarship evolve. Yet the emphasis on making complexity navigable keeps the book approachable, even when it handles technical matters of rank, ritual, or administrative practice.

Ancient China Simplified thus serves as an invitation and a compass: a manageable entry point for newcomers, a refresher for students, and a concise synthesis for curious readers. It frames big questions without foreclosing debate, and it sketches a coherent map without pretending to be the whole terrain. By tracing patterns that undergird early Chinese political and social life, it equips readers to recognize continuities and transformations that will matter in further study. Those who open it can expect guidance, orientation, and a sense of scale—tools that make the first encounter with a vast civilizational history both intelligible and engaging.
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    Edward Harper Parker’s Ancient China Simplified presents a compact overview of early Chinese history, institutions, and geography, designed to make complex materials accessible. The book opens by explaining its aim, scope, and method, noting the chief textual sources, the difficulties of chronology, and the confusions around personal names, clan names, posthumous titles, and place names. Parker outlines how transliteration and variant spellings can mislead, and he offers a framework to keep terms consistent. He stresses that understanding political and social context is crucial to following events, and he proposes to trace developments from legendary times through the formative centuries that led to empire.

The narrative then sets out China’s physical stage, emphasizing rivers, mountains, and passes that shaped travel, war, and administration. The Yellow River basin, the Wei valley, the Taihang and Qinling ranges, and corridors like the Hangu Pass are introduced as strategic anchors. Attention is given to the Huai and Yangtze systems, the Sichuan basin, and the southeastern coasts, showing how waterways and walled cities defined power. The book outlines neighboring peoples and cultural zones, explaining the frontier character of many states. Geography is presented as a constant force, guiding alliances, trade routes, and the limits and possibilities of early statecraft.

Turning to the earliest historical strata, Parker sketches the transition from legend to verifiable record. He considers the Xia and Shang traditions, the bronze culture associated with the Shang, and the Zhou conquest that established a new political order. The discussion reviews the Mandate of Heaven as a justification for rule, the interplay of family, clan, and state, and the ritual obligations that underpinned authority. Titles, ranks, and kinship are clarified to show how feudal grants and ancestral rites regulated the distribution of power. The section introduces the sources that preserve these accounts and notes where certainty ends and inference begins.

With the Western Zhou established, the book describes the feudal system’s workings and the later shift to Eastern Zhou after royal authority was weakened and the capital moved east. Parker explains how dispersed vassal domains developed distinct interests, turning ritual precedence into practical competition. He introduces key states such as Jin, Qi, Chu, and Qin, and describes the rise of hegemons who convened alliances to police interstate norms. Marriage treaties, hostage exchanges, and formal conferences appear as regular diplomatic tools. Military organization, especially the role of chariots and elite lineages, is set against the gradual emergence of administrative specialization.

The Spring and Autumn period is portrayed as a time of fluid coalitions, interstate congresses, and careful record keeping. Drawing on traditional chronicles, Parker narrates how states assembled to settle disputes, punish transgressors, or confirm leadership, while internal reforms slowly altered command structures. He highlights the growing presence of Chu in the south and the competitive rise of Wu and Yue in the southeast, showing how control of canals and river routes reshaped strategy. The political milieu of Confucius and his contemporaries is situated within these pressures, with ritual etiquette adapting to shifting realities and law increasingly supplementing custom.

As warfare professionalized, the Warring States era saw the consolidation of seven principal powers: Qin, Chu, Qi, Yan, Han, Zhao, and Wei. Parker reviews reforms that transformed states, including changes in land tenure, population registration, conscription, and merit-based promotion, with Qin’s legal and administrative overhaul presented as especially thorough. Diplomacy featured vertical and horizontal alliances, with itinerant advisers matching strategies to changing balances. Infantry, cavalry, and fortifications replaced chariot elites, and regional walls marked contested frontiers. Intellectual movements are outlined as practical policy toolkits, reflecting debates over law, ritual, utility, and moral suasion rather than purely abstract inquiry.

Qin’s unification completes the political arc. Parker summarizes the abolition of feudal appanages, the establishment of commanderies and counties, and the standardization of weights, measures, coinage, axle widths, and script forms to facilitate administration and transport. Roads, relay posts, and canals integrated regions, with large works linking river systems and securing supply lines. Law codes and surveillance imposed uniform control, while population transfers and collective responsibility limited dissent. Strategic walls were joined across northern sectors to manage frontier threats. These measures created a centralized order that eclipsed aristocratic privilege, establishing the structural template for successor dynasties.

The book then explains how the early Han adjusted Qin’s legacy. After the collapse of the Qin regime and civil war, the new rulers preserved commandery administration while permitting limited royal fiefs under imperial oversight. Penal severity was moderated, and fiscal instruments were recalibrated to broaden legitimacy. Scholarly canons and ritual forms were curated, even as practical administrative techniques from Legalist reforms endured. Parker outlines diplomacy with northern steppe confederations and campaigns that extended control into the south and east, incorporating Yue territories and peripheral zones. The emerging synthesis balanced central direction with local realities, consolidating a durable imperial framework.

In closing, Parker distills the long trajectory from fragmented clans to empire. He emphasizes continuities in names, titles, kinship, and ritual, and the decisive influence of terrain and transport on power. The essential message is that ancient China’s institutions evolved through competitive adaptation: feudal bonds yielded to bureaucratic rule, customary precedence to codified law, and regional traditions to standardized practices. By clarifying terms, chronology, and functions, the book equips readers to follow later history without confusion over basic structures. Ancient China Simplified thus offers a concise map of the formative processes that produced the enduring pattern of Chinese governance.
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    Edward Harper Parker’s Ancient China Simplified surveys the political and social evolution of North and Central China from the Zhou conquest of the Shang to the Qin unification and early Han consolidation (roughly 1046–200 BCE). The geographic focus extends from the Wei and Yellow River valleys around Haojing (near Xi’an) and Luoyang to the eastern metropolis of Linzi (Qi), the northern states of Yan and Zhao, and the Yangtze basin kingdoms of Chu, Wu, and Yue. Written in 1908, Parker’s synthesis relies heavily on classical sources—the Zuo Zhuan, Guo Yu, Shiji, Bamboo Annals—and bronze inscriptions, organizing them to clarify routes, titles, kinship, treaties, currencies, and institutions.

The Western Zhou (c. 1046–771 BCE) established a kin-based feudal order after King Wu defeated the Shang at Muye (1046 BCE). The Duke of Zhou’s regency codified rites and the Mandate of Heaven, distributing fiefs (guo) to royal agnates and allies across the North China Plain and Wei River basin. Capitals at Haojing and Feng (near Xi’an) anchored ritual authority, while bronze inscriptions record grants, oaths, and lineages. Parker presents this period as a matrix of clan politics, vassalage, and ritual obligations, explaining how ranks (gong, hou, bo, zi, nan) and enfeoffment created a map of power that later fractured into autonomous states.

After the Quanrong sacked Haojing (771 BCE), the Zhou court retreated to Luoyang (770 BCE), inaugurating the Eastern Zhou and the Spring and Autumn era (770–476 BCE). Hegemons (ba) mediated interstate order: Duke Huan of Qi (r. 685–643 BCE), advised by Guan Zhong, convened the covenant at K’uei Hill (651 BCE); Duke Wen of Jin (r. 636–628 BCE) secured prestige after the Battle of Chengpu (632 BCE). Chu expanded northward, prompting shifting alliances recorded in the Zuo Zhuan. Parker mines these chronicles to reconstruct diplomatic congresses, marriage politics, courier roads, and frontier posts, showing how ritual suzerainty yielded to practical balance-of-power statecraft.

The Warring States period (475–221 BCE) transformed aristocratic fiefs into centralized territorial states through legal, fiscal, and military reforms. In Wei, Li Kui’s “Canon of Laws” (mid-5th century BCE) standardized punishments. In Chu, Wu Qi (d. 381 BCE) sought to curtail noble privilege and professionalize armies. Most decisive were Shang Yang’s Qin reforms (first package 356–350 BCE; second c. 350 BCE): he instituted mutual-responsibility units, rank-by-merit for military service, cadastral registration, uniform measures, and harsh collective penalties; executed in 338 BCE, his policies endured. New weaponry (crossbows), mass infantry, and the adoption of cavalry—learned from steppe rivals—reshaped campaigns. Notable conflicts include Qi’s strategist Sun Bin defeating Wei at Guiling (354 BCE) and Maling (342 BCE), and Qin’s general Bai Qi annihilating Zhao’s forces at Changping (260 BCE). Qin seized key corridors—conquering Shu and Ba (316 BCE) and irrigating them via Li Bing’s Dujiangyan (256 BCE)—and built the Zhengguo Canal (c. 246–239 BCE) to maximize the Guanzhong heartland’s grain output. Economic unification advanced through monetization: spade and knife coinages gave way, after 221 BCE, to Qin’s banliang round coins. Between 230 and 221 BCE, Qin absorbed the remaining states—Han (230), Zhao (228), Wei (225), Chu (223), Yan (222), and Qi (221)—linking road networks and fortifications that later underpinned imperial communications and the early Great Wall lines (from 214 BCE). Parker devotes his densest analysis to these reforms, logistics, and annexations, arguing that administrative standardization, geography-conscious strategy, and agrarian engineering—not courtly ritual—explain unification; his tabulations of routes, titles, and coin types make the abstract process empirically graspable.

The Hundred Schools of Thought reflect social and political contention under interstate rivalry. Confucius (551–479 BCE) and the Zuo Zhuan informed elite ethics and ritual governance; Mencius (c. 372–289 BCE) elaborated benevolent kingship. Mozi (c. 470–391 BCE) advocated universal care and anti-expansionist thrift. Daoist texts—Laozi (trad.) and Zhuangzi (4th century BCE)—critiqued artificial norms. Administrative thinkers—Shen Buhai, Shen Dao—and Legalists culminating in Han Fei (d. 233 BCE) rationalized impersonal law and technique. The Jixia Academy at Linzi (Qi) (4th–3rd centuries BCE) patronized debate. Parker presents these as policy toolkits adopted by rulers, highlighting how doctrines were tested in reforms and codified in diplomacy and penal statutes.

Southern and frontier dynamics complicate the northern narrative. Chu, with its capital at Ying (near Jingzhou), displayed distinctive ritual and material culture; the 433 BCE Zeng Hou Yi tomb’s bell sets indicate a sophisticated musical order. Maritime-oriented Wu and Yue fought decisive wars: King Helü of Wu (r. 514–496 BCE) and his successor Fuchai contended with Yue until Goujian of Yue triumphed (473 BCE), epitomized by the “sleeping on brushwood and tasting gall” recovery tale. Northern states faced Rong, Di, and later Donghu pressures, spurring cavalry adoption. Parker foregrounds these peripheries to show linguistic and cultural diversity within “China,” and he relates riverine fleets, canals, and coastal routes to strategic power.

Unification under Qin Shi Huang (r. 221–210 BCE) replaced feudal ranks with commandery-county administration, standardized writing (small seal script), axle-widths, and measures, and mobilized labor for roads and wall links. Book burning (213 BCE) and the alleged burying of scholars (212 BCE) symbolized coercive control. Crisis followed his death: the Daze Village uprising of Chen Sheng and Wu Guang (209 BCE) triggered the Chu–Han contention (206–202 BCE), ending with Liu Bang’s victory at Gaixia (202 BCE) and the Han founding (202 BCE). Early Han retained Qin’s administrative framework but moderated penalties; the Salt and Iron Debate (81 BCE) later weighed state monopolies. Parker treats Qin as culmination and Han as institutional consolidator, citing the Shiji for continuity.

Read as social and political critique, Parker’s synthesis exposes how ritualized aristocratic privilege (Zhou) ossified governance, how Spring and Autumn diplomacy masked coercion, and how Legalist standardization solved fragmentation at heavy human cost. He illuminates class divides—hereditary clans versus rank-by-merit soldiers and officials—and shows how law, census, and land registration disciplined commoners into a productive fiscal-military state. By highlighting road-building, coinage, and irrigation as engines of power, he critiques moralistic narratives that ignore material governance. While written from a treaty-port era’s bureaucratic sensibility, the book underscores enduring issues: centralization versus local autonomy, security versus liberty, and the suppression of regional diversity in the name of unity.
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Boswell once remarked to Dr. Johnson that "the history of England
is so strange that, if it were not well vouched as it is, it would
be hardly credible." To which Johnson replied in his usual style:
"Sir, if it were told as shortly, and with as little preparation
for introducing the different events, as the history of the Jewish
kings, it would be equally liable to objections of improbability."
Dr. Johnson went on to illustrate what he meant, by specific
allusion to the concessions to Parliament made by Charles I. "If,"
he said, "these had been related nakedly, without any detail of
the circumstances which generally led to them, they would not have
been believed."

This is exactly the position of ancient Chinese history, which may
be roughly said to coincide in time with the history of the Jewish
kings. The Chinese Annals[1] are mere diaries of events, isolated
facts being tumbled together in order of date, without any regard
for proportion. Epoch-making invasions, defeats, and cessions of
territory are laconically noted down on a level with the prince's
indiscretion in weeping for a concubine as he would weep for a
wife; or the Emperor's bounty in sending a dish of sacrificial
meat to a vassal power by express messenger. In one way there is a
distinct advantage in this method, for, the historian being seldom
tempted to obtrude his own opinion or comments, we are left a
clear course for the formation of our own judgments upon the facts
given. On the other hand, it is unfortunate that what may be
called the philosophy of history has never been seized by the
Chinese mind: the annalists do not trouble themselves with the
rights and aspirations of the masses; the results to general
policy that naturally follow upon increase of population,
perfecting of arms and munitions of war, admixture of foreign
blood with the body politic, and such like matters. The heads of
events being noted, it seems to be left to the reader to fill in
the details from his imagination, and from his knowledge of
contemporary affairs. For instance, suppose the reign of Queen
Victoria were to begin after this fashion:—"1837, 5th moon,
Kalends, Victoria succeeded: 9th moon, Ides, Napoleon paid a
visit: 28th day, London flooded; 10th moon, 29th day, eclipse of
the sun"; and so on. At the time, and for many years—possibly
centuries—afterwards, there would be accurate general traditional,
or even written, information as to who Victoria was; why Napoleon
paid a visit; in what particular way the flood affected England generally;
from what parts the eclipse was best visible, etc. These details would
fade in distinctness with each successive generation; commentators
would come to the rescue; then commentators upon commentators;
and discussions as to which man was the most trustworthy of them all.

Under these circumstances it is difficult enough for the Chinese
themselves to construct a series of historical lessons, adequate
to guide them in the conduct of modern affairs, out of so
heterogeneous a mass of material. This difficulty is, in the case
of Westerners, more than doubled by the strange, and to us
inharmonious, sounds of Chinese proper names: moreover, as they
are monosyllabical, and many of them exactly similar when
expressed in our letters, it is almost impossible to remember
them, and to distinguish one from the other. Thus most persons who
make an honest endeavour by means of translations to master the
leading events in ancient Chinese history soon throw down the book
in despair; while even specialists, who may wish to shorten their
labours by availing themselves of others' work, can only get a
firm grip of translations by comparing them with the originals: it
is thus really impossible to acquire anything at all approaching
an accurate understanding of Chinese antiquity without possessing
in some degree the controlling power of a knowledge of the
pictographs.

It is in view of all these difficulties that an attempt has been
made in this book to extract principles from isolated facts; to
avoid, so far as is possible, the use of Chinese proper names; to
introduce these as sparingly and gradually as is practicable when
they must be used at all; to describe the general trend of events
and life of the people rather than the personal acts of rulers and
great officers; and, generally, to put it into the power of any
one who can only read English, to gain an intelligible notion of
what Chinese antiquity really was; and what principles and
motives, declared or tacit, underlay it. It is with this object
before me that I have ventured to call my humble work "Ancient
China Simplified," and I can only express a hope that it will
really be found intelligible.

EDWARD HARPER PARKER.

18, GAMBIER TERRACE, LIVERPOOL, May 18, 1908.
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There is much repetition in the book, the same facts being
presented, for instance, under the heads of Army, Religion,
Confucius, and Marriages. This is intentional, and the object is
to keep in the mind impressions which in a strange, ancient, and
obscure subject are apt to disappear after perusal of only one or
two casual statements.

The Index has been carefully prepared so that any allusion or
statement vaguely retained in the mind may at once be confirmed.
The chapter headings, or contents list, which itself contains
nearly five per cent of the whole letterpress, is so arranged that
it omits no feature treated of in the main text.

In the earlier chapters uncouth proper names are reduced to a
minimum, but the Index refers by name to specific places and
persons only generally mentioned in the earlier pages. For
instance, the states of Lu and CHÊNG on pages 22 and 29: it is
hard enough to differentiate Ts'i, Tsin, Ts'in, and Ts'u at the
outstart, without crowding the memory with fresh names until the
necessity for it absolutely arises.

The nine maps are inserted where they are most likely to be
useful: it is a good plan to refer to a map each time a place is
mentioned, unless the memory suffices to suggest exactly where
that place is. After two or three patient references, situations
of places will take better root in the mind.

The chapters are split up into short discussions and descriptions,
because longer divisions are apt to be tedious where ancient
history is concerned. And the narrative of political movement is
frequently interrupted by the introduction of new matter, in order
to provide novelty and stimulate the imagination. Moreover, all
chapters and all subjects converge on one general focus.

On page 15 of "China, her Diplomacy, etc." (John Murray, 1901), I
have confessed how tedious I myself had found ancient Chinese
history, and how its human interest only begins with foreign
relations. I have, however, gone systematically through the mill
once more, and my present object is to present general results
only obtainable at the cost of laboriously picking out and
resetting isolated and often apparently unconnected records of
fact.
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CHOU: at first a principality in South Shen Si and part of Kan
Suh, subject to Shang dynasty; afterwards the imperial dynasty
itself.

TS'lN: principality west of the above. When the Chou dynasty moved
its capital east into Ho Nan, Ts'in took possession of the old
Chou principality.

TSIN: principality (same family as Chou) in South Shan Si (and in
part of Shen Si at times).

TS'I: principality, separated by the Yellow River from Tsin and


Yen; it lay in North Shan Tung, and in the coast part of Chih Li.



TS'U: semi-barbarous principality alone preponderant on the Yang-
tsz River.

WU: still more barbarous principality (ruling caste of the same
family as Chou, but senior to Chou) on the Yang-tsz embouchure
and Shanghai coasts.

YÜEH: equally barbarous principality commanding another
embouchure in the Hangchow-Ningpo region. Wu and Yüeh were
at first subordinate to Ts'u.

YEN: principality (same family as Chou) in the Peking plain, north
of the Yellow River mouth,

SHUH and PA: in no way Chinese or federal; equivalent to Central
and Eastern Sz Ch'wan province.

CHÊNG: principality in Ho Nan (same family as Chou).

SUNG: principality taking in the four corners of Ho Nan, Shan


Tung, An Hwei, and Kiang Su (Shang dynasty family).



CH'ÊN: principality in Ho Nan, south of Sung (family of the


Ploughman Emperor, 2250 B.C., preceding even the Hia dynasty).



WEI: principality taking in corners of Ho Nan, Chih Li, and Shan


Tung (family of the Chou emperors).



TS'AO: principality in South-west Shan Tung; neighbour of Lu, Wei,
and Sung (same family as Chou).

TS'AI: principality in Ho Nan, south of CH'ÊN (same family as


Chou).



LU: principality in South-west Shan Tung, between Ts'ao and Ts'i
(its founder was the brother of the Chou founder).

HÜ: very small principality in Ho Nan, south of Cheng (same
obscure eastern ancestry as Ts'i),

K'I: Shan Tung promontory and German sphere (of Hia dynasty
descent); it is often confused with, or is quite the same as,
another principality called Ki (without the aspirate).

The above are practically all the states whose participation in


Chinese development has been historically of importance,
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CONFUCIUS: after 500 B.C. premier of Lu; traced his descent back
through the Chou dynasty vassal ruling family of Sung to the Shang
dynasty family.

TSZ-CH'AN: elder contemporary of Confucius; premier of Cheng;
traced his descent through the vassal ruling family of Cheng to
the Chou dynasty family: date of death variously stated.

KWAN-TSE: died between 648 and 643 B.C., variously stated; premier
of Ts'i; traced his descent to the same clan as the ruling dynasty
of Chou.

YEN-TSZ: died 500 B.C.; premier of Ts'i; traced his descent to a
local clan, apparently eastern barbarian by origin.

WEI YANG: died 338 B.C.; premier of Ts'in; was a concubine-born
prince of the vassal state of Wei, and was thus of the imperial
Chou dynasty clan.

SHUH HIANG: lawyer and minister of Tsin; belonged to one of the
"great families" of Tsin; was contemporary with Tsz-ch'an. HIANG
SÜH: diplomat of the state of Sung; pedigree not ascertained,

KI-CHAH: son, brother, and uncle of successive barbarian kings of
Wu, whose ancestors, however, were the same ancestors as the
orthodox imperial rulers of the Chou dynasty; contemporary of Tsz-
ch'an.

NAMES OF THE SO-CALLED "FIVE PROTECTORS"

(ONLY THE TWO FIRST OF THE FIVE WERE SO OFFICIALLY; THE TWO LAST
WERE SO, EVEN OFFICIALLY, THOUGH NEVER COUNTED AMONGST THE FIVE.)

1. MARQUESS OF Ts'i (not of imperial Chou clan, perhaps of
"Eastern Barbarian" origin).

2. MARQUESS OF TSIN (imperial Chou clan).

3. DUKE OF SUNG (imperial Shang dynasty descent),

4. "KING" OF T'SU (semi-barbarian, but with remote imperial
Chinese legendary descent).

5. EARL OF TS'IN (semi-Tartar, with legendary descent from remote
imperial Chinese).

6. "KING" OF Wu (semi-barbarian, but of imperial Chou family
descent).

7. "KING" OF YÜEH (barbarian, but with legendary descent from
ultra-remote imperial Chinese).
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B.C.—Decline of the imperial power until its extinction in 250
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Development of trade and industry—Living interests clash with
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CHAPTER III
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mention Tsin—Divided from Ts'in by the Yellow River—Important
difference between the sounds Tsin and Ts'in—Importance of the
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engaged in buffer work against Tartar inroads—Remote origin of
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immortalized in song—Complete absence of tradition concerning
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movements in Asia generally 800-600 B.C.—Never was a Tarter
empire—Reason for using the loose word "Tartars"—Race divisions
then probably very much as now—Attempt to classify the Tartars in
definite groups—Ch'wan unknown by any name—Nothing at all was
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Asia
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THE SOUTHERN POWER

The collapse of the Emperor led to restlessness in the south too—
The Jungle country south of the River Han—Ancient origin of its
kings—Claim to equality—Buffer state to the south—Ruling caste
consisted of educated Chinese—Extension of the Ts'u empire—
Annamese connections—Claims repeated 704 B.C.—Capital moved to
King-thou Fu near Sha-shï—First Ts'u conquests of China—Five
hundred years of struggle with Ts'in for the possession of all
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CHAPTER V

EVIDENCE OF ECLIPSES

How far is history true?—Confucius and eclipses—Evidence
notwithstanding the destruction of literature in 213 B.C.—
Retrospective calculations of eclipses and complications of
calendars—Eclipse of 776 B.C.—Errors in Confucian history owing
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states—Use of war-chariots, leather or wood—Chariots allotted
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in north—Introduction of canals and boat traffic—Population and
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rulers of vassal states—Sacking of the Ts'u capital by Wu in 506
B.C.—Wu's vassal Yüeh turns against Wu—Uviet the native
name of Yüeh—Bloody wars between Wu and Yiieh—Extinction of Wu
in 483 B.C.—Yüeh was always a coast power—Reasons for
Confucius' endeavours to re-establish the old feudal system
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The first Hegemon or Protector of China and his own vassal kingdom
of Ts'i—Limits of Ts'i and ancient course of the Yellow River—
Absence of ancient records—Shiftings of capital in the ninth
century B.C.—Emperor's collapse of 842 and its effect upon Ts'i—
Aid rendered by Ts'i in suppressing the Tartars—Inconsiderable
size of Ts'i—Revenges a judicial murder two centuries old—Rapid
rise of Ts'i and services of the statesman—philosopher Kwan-tsz—
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B.C.—Tartar raids down to the Yellow River in Ho Nan-Chinese
durbars and the duties of a Protector—Ts'in and Ts'u too far off
or too busy for orthodox durbars—Little is now known of the
puppet Emperor's dominions—Effeminate character of all the
Central Chinese orthodox stales—Fighting instincts all with semi-
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Ts'i succession and Sung's claim to Protectorate—Tartar influence
in Ts'i—Ts'u's claim to the hegemony—Ridiculous orthodox
chivalry—Great development of Tsin—A much-married ruler—
Marriage complications—Interesting story of the political
wanderings of the Second Protector—Tries to replace Kwan-tsz
deceased—Pleasures of Ts'i life—Mean behaviour of orthodox
princes to the Wanderer—Frank attitude of Ts'u—Successive
Tartar-born rulers of Tsin, and war with T&n—Second Protector
gains his own Tsin throne—Puppet Emperor at a durbar—Tsin
obtains cession of territory—Triangular war between the Powers—
Description of the political situation—China 2500 years ago
beginning to move as she is now doing again

CHAPTER XI

RELIGION

I'Jo religion except natural religion—Religion not separate from
administrative ritual—The titles of "King" and "Emperor"—Prayer
common, but most other of our own religious notions absent—Local
religion in barbarous states—Distinction between loss and
annihilation of power—Ducal rank and marquesses—Distinction
between grantee sacrifices and personal sacrifices—Prayer and the
ancient Emperor Shun, whose grave is in Hu Nan—Chou Emperor's
sickness and brother's written prayer—Offers to sacrifice self—
Messages from the dead—Lao-tsz[3]'s book—Ts'in and conquered Tsin
Sacrifices—Further instances of prayer

CHAPTER XII
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rank—Description of shrines—Specific case of the King of Ts'u—
Instance of the First August Emperor much later—Temple of Heaven,
Peking, and the British occupation of it—Modern Japanese instance
of reporting to Heaven and ancestors—Tsin and Ts'i instances of
it—Sacrificial tablets—Writing materials—Lu's special spiritual
status—Desecration of tombs and flogging of corpses—Destruction
of ancestral temples—Imperial presents of sacrificial meat—
Fasting and purification—Intricate mourning rules. So-65

CHAPTER XIII

ANCIENT DOCUMENTS FOUND

History of Tsin and the Bamboo Annals discovered after 600 years'
burial—Confirmatory of Confucius' history—Obsolete and modern
script—Ancient calendars—Their evidence in rendering dates
precise—The Ts'in calendar imposed on China—Rise of the Ts'in
power—Position as Protector—Vast Tartar annexations by Ts'in—
Duke Muh of Ts'in and Emperor Muh of China—Posthumous names—
Discovery of ancient books—Supposed travels of Emperor Muh to
Tartary—Possibility of the Duke Muh having made the journeys—
Ts'in and Tsin force Tartars to migrate—Surreptitious vassal
"emperors"—Instances of Annam and Japan—Tsin against Ts'in and
Ts'u after Second Protector's death—Ts'i never again Protector—
Ts'in's Chinese and Tartar advisers—Foundations for Ts'in's
future empire.

CHAPTER XIV

MORE ON PROTECTORS

The Five Protectors of China more exactly defined—No such period
as the "Five Tyrant period" can be logically accepted as accurate—
Chinese never understand the principles of history as distinct
from the detailed facts—International situation defined—Flank
movements—Appearance of barbarous Wu in the Chinese arena—
Phonetic barbarian names—The State of Wei—Enlightened prince
envoy to China from Wu—Wu rapidly acquires the status of
Protector—Confucius tampers with history—Risky position of the
King of Wu—Yüeh conquers Wu, and poses as Protector—The River Sz
(Grand Canal).

CHAPTER XV

STATE INTERCOURSE

Further explanations regarding the grouping of states, and the
size of the smallest states—Statesmen of all orthodox states
acquainted with one another—No dialect difficulties in ancient
times—Records exist for everything—Absence of caste, but
persistence of the hereditary idea—The great political economist
Kwan-tsz—Tsz-ch'an, the prince-statesman of Cheng—Shuh Hiang,
statesman of Tsin—Reference to Appendix No. r—The statesman Yen-
tsz of Ts'i—Confucius' origin as a member of the royal Sung
family—Confucius' wanderings not so very extensive—Confucius no
mere pedant, but a statesman and a humorist—Hiang Suh of Sung,
inventor of "Hague" Conferences—Ki-chah, prince-envoy of Wu—K'u-
peh-yuh, an authority in Wei—Ts'in had no literary men—Lao-% of
Ts'u—Reasons why Confucius does not mention him

CHAPTER XVI

LAND AND PEOPLE

Ancient land and land-tax-Combination of military service with
land cultivation—Studious class had to study tao (in its
pre-Lao-tsz sense)—Next the trading classes—Next the cultivators—
Last the handicraftsmen—Another division of the people—Responsibility
of rulers to God—Classification of rulers and ruling ranks—Eunuchs
and slaves—Cadastral survey in Ts'u state—Reserves for sporting—
Cemeteries—Salt-flats Another land and military service system in
Ts'u—Kwan-tsz's system in Ts'i—Poor relief—Shrewd diplomacy—His
master becomes First Protector—commerce and fairs—"The people"
ignored in history—Tsin reforms and administration—The "great family"
nuisance—Roads, supplies, post-stages—Ts'i had developed even
before Kwan-tsz—Restlessness of active minds under the yoke of ritual.

CHAPTER XVII

EDUCATION AND LITERARY

Very little mention of ancient writing or education—Baked
inscribed bricks unknown to the loess region—Cession of
land inscribed upon metal—The Nine Tripods—Ts'u claims them—
Instances of written grants and prayers—Proof of teaching—A
written public notice—Probable use of wood—Conventions upon
stone—Books in sixth century B.C.—Maps, cadastre, and census
records—A doubtful instance—A closed letter—Indentures—A
military map—Treaties—Ancient theory of juvenile education
for office—Invention of new-written script 827 B.C.—Patriarchal rule
inconsistent with enlightenment—Unification of script, weights, measures,
and axle-breadths by the First August Emperor Further invention of script
and first dictionary—Facility of Chinese writing for reading purposes—
Chinese now in a state of flux.

CHAPTER XVIII

TREATIES AND VOWS

Treaties and imprecations—Smearing with blood of victims—
Squabble re precedence in the treaty-making—Shuh Niang's
philosophy—Confucius' tampering with history condoned—Care of
Chinese in preserving first-hand evidence—Emperor ignored by
treaty-makers—Form of a treaty, with imprecation—Mesne lords and
their vassals—Negotiations and references for instructions—
Ts'u's first protectorate in 538—Ts'u's difficulty with Wu—The
Six Families of Tsin—Sacrificing cocks as sanction to vows—
Drawing human blood as sanction—Pigs for the same purpose—Kwan-
tsz's honourable behaviour in keeping treaty—Confucius not so
honourable: instances given—Casuistry backed up by a proverb.

CHAPTER XIX

CONFUCIUS AND LITERATURE

Life-time of Confucius—Secret of his influence—Visit of the Wu
prince to Confucius' state—Lu's "powerful" family plague—Lu's
position between Tsin and Ts'u influences—Ts'i studies the ritual
in Lu: Yen-tsz goes thither—Sketch of Lu history in its
connection with Confucius—What were his practical objects?—
Authorities in support of what Confucius' Annals tell us—Original
conception of natural religion—Spread of the earliest patriarchal
Chinese state—No other people near them possessed letters—The
way in which the Chinese spread—Lines of least resistance—The
spiritual emperor compared with some of the Popes—Lu's spiritual
position—Confucius of Sung descent, and at first not an
influential official in Lu—Lu's humiliation—Ts'i's intrigues to
counteract Confucius' genius—Travels of Confucius and his
history—His edited works.

CHAPTER XX
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Original notion of law—War and punishment on a level—Secondary
punishments—Judgment given as each breach occurs—No distinction
between legislative and judicial—Private rights ignored by the
State—Public weal is Nature's law—First law reform for the
Hundred Families—Dr. Legge's translation of the Code—
Proclamation of the Emperor's laws—Themistes or decisions—
Capricious instances: boiling alive by Emperor—Interference of
Emperor in Lu succession—Tsang Wen-chung's coat—Barbarity of
the Ts'u laws—Lu's influence with the Emperor—Tsin's engraved
laws—Tsz-ch'an's laws on metal in Cheng—Confucius disapproves of
published law—English judge-made law—All rulers accepted Chou
law—Reading law over sacrificial victim—Laconic ancient laws—
Command emanates from the north—Definition of imperial power—The
laws of Li K'wei in Ngwei state (part of old Tsin)—Direct
influence on modern law.

CHAPTER XXI

PUBLIC WORKS

Engineering works of old Emperors—Marvellous chiselled gorge
above Tch'ang—Pa and Shuh kingdoms (= Sz Ch'wan)—The engineer Li
Ping in Sz Ch'wan: his sluices still in working order after 2200
years of use—Chinese ideas about the sources of the Yang-tsz—The
Lolo country and its independence—The Yellow River and its
vagaries—Substitution of the Chou dynasty for the Shang dynasty—
First rulers of Wu make a canal—Origin of the Grand Canal—
Explanation of the old riverine system of Shan Tung—Extension of
the Canal by the First August Emperor—Kublai Khan's share in it—
The old Wu capital—Soochow and its ancient arsenals—No bridges
in old clays: fords used—Instances—Limited navigability of
northern rivers—Various Great Walls—Enormous waste of human
life—New Ts'in metropolis—Forced labour and eunuchs.

CHAPTER XXII

CITIES AND TOWNS

Ancient cities mere hovels—Soul, the capital of modern Corea—
Modern cities still poor affairs—Want of unity causes downfall of
Ts'in and China—Magnificence of Ts'i capital—Ts'u's palaces
imitated in Lu—The capital of Wu—Modern Soochow—Nothing known
of early Ts'in towns—Reforms of Wei Yang in Ts'in—Probable
population—Magnificent buildings at new Ts'in metropolis—
Facility with which vassal states shifted their capitals—
Insignificant size of ancient principalities—Walled cities.

CHAPTER XXIII

BREAK-UP OF CHINA

Collapse of Wu, flight in boats to Japan—Ground to believe that
the ruling caste of Japan was influenced by Chinese colonists in
the fifth century B.C.—Rise of Yueh, and action in China as
Protector—Changes in the Hwai River system—Last days of the Chou
dynasty—The year 403 B.C. is the second great pivot point in
history—Undermining of Ts'i state by the T'ien or Ch'en family—
Confucius shocked at the murder of a Ts'i prince—Sudden rise of
Ts'in after two centuries of stagnation—The reforms of Wei Yang
lead to the conquest of China—Orthodox China compared with
Greece—The "Fighting State" Period.

CHAPTER XXIV

KINGS AND NOBLES

Titles of the Emperors of the Chou dynasty—The word "King" in
modern times—Posthumous names—The title "Emperor" and the word
"Imperial"—"God" confused with "Emperor"—Lao-tsz's view—
Comparison with Babylonia, Egypt, etc.—No feudal prince was
recognized by the Emperor as possessing the same title as the
Emperor—The Roman Emperors—The five ranks of nobles—The
Emperor's private "dukes" compared with cardinals—The state of
Lu—The state of Ts'i—The state of Tsin—No race hatreds in
China—The state of Wei—Clanship between dynasties—Sacrificial
rights—The state of Cheng: a fighting ground for all—The state
of Ch'en—Explanation of the term "duke" as applied to all
sovereign princes.

CHAPTER XXV

VASSALS AND EMPEROR

The vassal princes of the Chou and previous dynasties—Vassal
princes and their relations with the Emperors—Protectors make
great show of defending the Emperors rights—The Emperor's
sacrifices to God—Rules and rights concerning fees—All China
belongs to the Emperor—Peculiar notions about the Emperor's
territory—Respect due to imperial envoys—Direct and indirect
vassals—Ts'u's group of vassals—Ts'u compared with Macedon—
Never subject to the Emperors—Right of passage for armies—
Special complimentary use of the term "viscount"—Titles not
inherited during mourning—Forms of address—Rival Protectors and
their respective subordinate states—Tribute from the states to
the Emperor, and presents from the Emperor to the vassal states—
The Emperor accepts faits accomplis, and takes what he can
get.
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