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Terms Used



ARC OR ARCH




Chain stitches form an arc or arch which, in the next row, provides support for other stitches. For this, the hook is hooked under the arch. The arc can be more or less rounded, depending on the ratio between the number of chain stitches and the number of skipped stitches.


[image: Illustration]





BORDER


This is a crochet pattern used to decorate the edge of a crocheted or knitted item. For the latter, the stitches are bound off using slip stitches. Examples found here.


CHAIN STITCH




Abbreviated as ch, a chain stitch is made without inserting the hook under a top stitch. It can be used to restore the row height at the beginning of a row (chain stitch for turning). If so, it is not included in the pattern stitches. The first stitch in the row always begins after the turning chain stitch(es).
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DECREASE




The most common way of doing this is to skip the stitches you’d like to reduce at the end of a row. For a single crochet piece, start the row with slip stitches over the number of stitches to be reduced. To achieve a rounded reduction on a row of double crochet stitches, use a slip stitch, a single crochet, and a half double crochet in succession over the stitches to be reduced.
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DOUBLE CROCHET





Abbreviated as dc, the double crochet is one of the basic stitches.
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DOUBLE TREBLE CROCHET


Abbreviated as dtr, the double treble crochet is one of the basic stitches (see here).


DRAW THROUGH LOOPS




This expression is used when you have several loops or stitches on your hook. The yarn from a yarn over is pulled through. For certain relief stitches, several stitches may be drawn together.
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EXTENDED SINGLE CROCHET


Abbreviated as esc, the extended single crochet is one of the basic stitches (see here).




Table of Chain Stitches for Turning


The number of chain stitches required for turning depends on the height of the stitch used to make the first chain stitch in the row. This number is usually indicated at the beginning of the row. The table below shows the quantities needed for basic stitches.


slip stitch: 1 chain stitch


single crochet: 1 chain stitch


extended single crochet: 2 chain stitches


half double crochet: 2 chain stitches


double crochet: 3 chain stitches


treble crochet: 4 chain stitches


double treble crochet: 5 chain stitches






FORWARD AND RETURN





The term “forward” is used in Tunisian crochet to refer to the row running from right to left on the piece. On the forward pass, the stitches are kept on the hook. On the return pass, i.e. from left to right, they are drawn through.
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FOUNDATION CHAIN




The foundation chain is made up of a sequence of chain stitches; it’s the starting point for all stitches, including in Tunisian crochet. The pattern explanations start at the first row, assuming that a foundation chain has already been made (see here).
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FRONT AND BACK LOOPS




The top stitch is made up of two loops. The one at the front is called the “front loop,” while the one behind is called the “back loop.” Inserting the hook through either loop creates a small line on the opposite row. Some patterns, such as the Albanian stitch (see here), make use of this effect.
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HALF DOUBLE CROCHET




Abbreviated as hdc, the half double crochet is one of the basic stitches.
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INCREASE




Stitch increases are quite subtle. They are achieved by inserting the hook into the same stitch twice, preferably at the end of a row. To keep track of increases, we recommend marking them with colored yarn. To increase the number of stitches, add chain stitches at the end of the row.
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LONG LOOPS




Long yarn overs can form long loops. On a row of single crochet stitches, wrap the yarn around a thick or thin needle (depending on the size of loop you want) as you make a stitch. Once the row is complete, you can cut the loops to create a fur-like texture.
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LONG STITCH




Inserting the hook under one or more previous rows, rather than under the top stitch, lengthens the stitch.


[image: Illustration]





LOOP OR STITCH


The term “loop” or “stitch” is used to refer to the stitch actually on the hook; it may be the result of the yarn over passing through one or more other stitches. When the loops are “drawn through,” the thread passes through them, and they are no longer on the hook.


MESH OR NETTING


The mesh design is a set of very loose stitches that can be used as the base for other decorative stitches. Examples found here.


NUMBER OF STITCHES


Indicated for each different stitch, the number of individual stitches can be “any” or multiples of a number. One or more individual stitches can be added at the beginning or end of the row to complete the pattern.



PICOT





The picot is a small tooth made from chain stitches, joined at the base by a slip stitch.


[image: Illustration]





PULL A LOOP




After one yarn over, the yarn is pulled through a stitch, forming a new loop.
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RELIEF STITCH




Inserting the hook under a stitch in the previous row, rather than under the top stitch, shifts the row and creates a relief.
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SCALLOP




When several double crochets (made in either a stitch or an arch) are tightened together, they form a scallop.
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SELVAGE STITCH


When chain stitches are used for turning, they can create a selvage. On the other hand, additional stitches (indicated as additional to the pattern stitches) are sometimes required to complete a pattern.


SINGLE CROCHET




Abbreviated as sc, the single crochet is one of the basic stitches.
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SKIP STITCHES


Some stitches require you to skip one or more top stitches. For example, when three stitches are skipped, the hook is inserted into every fourth top stitch.



SLIP STITCH



Abbreviated as sl st, the slip stitch involves inserting the hook, making one yarn over, and drawing the yarn through the two loops. This inconspicuous stitch is used to hold picots in place. For when several stitches are drawn through together, see Draw Through Loops (here).


TOP STITCH




Once completed, a row is made up of top stitches under which the hook can be inserted to create the next row. Each top stitch is made up of two loops: front and back.
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TREBLE CROCHET




Abbreviated as tr, the treble crochet is one of the basic stitches.
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TRIM




Made with just a few rows (one to four), a trim is a narrow strip sewn onto a piece of fabric. A trim can decorate the edge or any other part of a piece
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YARN OVER




The yarn over consists of wrapping the yarn around the hook to form a new stitch. Depending on the stitch, one or more yarn overs can be performed.
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