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What is a child?


A quiet between two bombardments.


- Ilya Kaminsky
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LETTER FROM THE PBS


It is lovely that Ilya Kaminsky, who read at the Newcastle Poetry Festival last year, is our Summer Choice with Deaf Republic, and we’re delighted that Deryn Rees-Jones and Seán Hewitt, who will be taking part in this year’s festival have also been included in the selections. The Summer Bulletin will just be landing as the festival and our Northern Poetry Symposium take place, so we hope to meet or have met some of you there!


A reminder that we have PBS Guest Selector Andrew McMillan standing in for Vidyan Ravinthiran in this Bulletin edition, and congratulations to Vidyan for his Recommendation selection. The poets in this Bulletin all write from completely different perspectives with a huge range of experience. We really hope you enjoy the features and are inspired to use your 25% membership discount to purchase their books.


We always love to hear our members’ views on the latest selections and have launched a virtual poetry book club so you can discuss your favourites on social media using the hashtag #pbsonlinebookclub on Twitter @PoetryBookSoc. We also have a new bookclub discount rate, so if you’d like to start your own local poetry book club using the PBS Selections then do get in touch and we’ll be happy to share the details with other members in your area. You can also check out our Vlogger in Residence Jen Campbell’s latest video reviews on our website.


Please look out for the review of This Tilting Earth by Jane Lovell, winner of the PBS & Mslexia Women’s Pamphlet Competition. We are delighted to be running the PBS & Mslexia Women’s Poetry and Pamphlet competitions again, launching in June 2019, so if you are a female poet, we look forward to receiving your submissions. Keep a look out on our website for more details soon.


SOPHIE O’NEILL


PBS and Inpress Director





PBS CHOICE: ILYA KAMINSKY



Ilya Kaminsky was born in the former Soviet Union and is now an American citizen. He is the author of Dancing in Odessa (Arc), and coeditor of The Ecco Anthology of International Poetry. He was a 2014 Finalist for the Neustadt International Prize for Literature. His other honours include a Guggenheim Fellowship, a Lannan Literary Fellowship, and a Whiting Award. His work has been translated into more than twenty languages.
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DEAF REPUBLIC
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FABER | £10.99 | PBS PRICE £8.25
– PBS CHOICE, SUMMER 2019


Ilya Kaminsky’s second collection opens with a poem that may well be familiar even to those who don’t know his work; ‘We lived Happily during the War’ went viral on the internet for its indictment of passivity in the face of conflict:


And when they bombed other people’s houses, we


protested


but not enough, we opposed them but not


enough…


What follows this brilliant opener is a cast list for the narrative drama we are about to bear witness to. The townspeople of Vasenka, and the military brutality which is about to be unleashed on them. Through short lyric snapshots of domestic love and sensuality, and harrowing narrative poems of violence and suppression, we are given an arresting and very moving collection.


Interspersed through the poems are images which give us the sign-language for certain words, such as “town” or “match”; giving the readers another language with which to interpret what is happening. The poems implicate us as readers in our positions as bystanders to the violence which we witness throughout the collection and what emerges as we read on is the collective resistance of silence; brutality in the poems is often connected to noise, the “police whistle” being one example, and the collection asks and re-asks how silence fits in to an act of collective resistance against an oppressive force.


Every so often, when we think we might be in the comforts of history, a long way away from where we are sat now, reading the book, an image like a woman being torn “from her bed like a door off a bus” reminds us that this is very much the present day.


In a note at the end of the collection the poet reminds us that “silence is the invention of the hearing”; so too freedom is most often defined by those who would seek to restrict it.


- Andrew McMillan, PBS Selector





ILYA KAMINSKY


I did not have hearing aids until I was sixteen. As a deaf child, I experienced my country as a nation without sound. Only images. So how did a deaf child experience the USSR falling apart? I heard with my eyes.


Walking through this city, a deaf boy watched the people; their ears were open all the time, they had no lids. I was interested in what sounds might be like. The whooshing. The hissing. The whistle. The sound of keys turning in the lock, or water moving through the pipes two floors above us.


But what if the whole country was deaf like me? So that whenever a policeman’s commands were uttered, no one could hear? These questions seem very relevant in America today. When Trump gives his State of the Union address, which is full of lies, wouldn’t it be apt if his words landed on the deaf ears of a whole nation?
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