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INTRODUCTION


Battles often become the foundation myth for many nations; for Australia it was the needless bloodshed at Gallipoli, for Britain it was Trafalgar and the Battle of Britain, and for Ireland it was the 1916 Rising. Ireland’s colonial past is often told in a way that suggests that the sources of British power in Ireland, the RIC and the army, are the instruments of oppression, while the peasant Irish are the oppressed. However, on deeper inspection, many Irishmen enlisted in these security forces and aided in the oppression of other nations and, on occasion, their own people. This makes the 1914-18 period extremely interesting. Ireland had become a willing participant in the Empire, while the Great War was being sold to the Irish people as a war in ‘defence of small nations’. To understand this period, we must examine Ireland at a local level, and we must investigate how Gallipoli or the Somme could have been our foundation myth at the expense of the Easter Rising. If we understand this, we will have a far greater grasp of our foundation myth and the events that surrounded the 1916 Rising.


The history of the Royal Munster Fusiliers begins in India with the establishment of a ‘guard of honour’ by the East India Company. During the Napoleonic Wars they became known as the Bengal European Battalion, where they fought against native Indians supported by French artillery. After fighting in Afghanistan they became known as the 1st and 2nd European Bengal Fusiliers. In May 1861, after the British Government had taken over the running of India from the East India Company, a Royal warrant was issued upon the Fusiliers. The 1st and 2nd European Bengal Fusiliers now became known as the 101st and 104th Royal Bengal Fusiliers. On 1 July 1881, under the Territorial Scheme, the 101st and 104th Bengal Fusiliers along with the Cork Light Infantry, the Kerry Light Infantry, and the Limerick County Regiments of Militia became known as the Royal Munster Fusiliers. The regimental depot was to be in Tralee, County Kerry.


Prior to the establishment of the Munsters, the Kerry Light Infantry were housed in the ageing Ross Castle in Killarney. In 1810, at the cost of £20,000, a new barracks at Ballymullen was completed. The Topographical Dictionary of Ireland describes the barracks, ‘about half a mile from the town, and capable of accommodating 17 officers, and 456 non-commissioned officers and privates, and 6 horses, with a hospital for 30 patients, form a substantial building … They stand in an enclosed area about 15½ acres.’1


The 1898 Ordnance Survey Map of Ballymullen Barracks shows that a gymnasium and a school had been built within the barracks itself, and to the north-west more houses were built to house soldiers. Located to the southeast is Ballymullen Woollen Mills, and to the south, Castle Desmond Brewery, which no doubt profited from the soldiers in the barracks. The military also located a firing range in the suburb of Ballyard, which is still in use today. It was through Ballymullen Barracks and the firing range in Ballyard that the majority of Royal Munster Fusiliers who served in the First World War passed.
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Map of Ballymullen Barracks.5


The Kerry of 1914 was often perceived as a backwater of Ireland and the British Empire. John Redmond described Irish farming methods as ‘the most simple and barbarous in western Europe’.2 However 85.6 per cent (or 110,469 people)3 could read and write, and Kerry had the lowest death rate in the country, at 14.4 per cent per 1,000 of the population.4 The birth rate was the fifth highest in the country at 23.8 per cent per 1,000. It was also possible to travel from Kerry to any part of the Empire. A would-be emigrant from Tralee could catch the 10.15a.m. train to Cork, arriving at 2.00p.m. From Cork the emigrant could take the 2.30p.m. ferry to Southampton, which left every Saturday. From Southampton anywhere in the world could be reached. The emigrant could then telegram his or her family from wherever they settled. The red lines in the following map indicate the route of the telegram cables to and from Kerry. To the east the cables travelled to Dublin and Cork and from there London and the world east of it. London was connected to the western hemisphere through Valentia and Waterville. When the area around Valentia is examined, one can see where the cables ran to and who was running them. What is interesting is that the German government ran a cable from Valentia, which by 1906 had been abandoned.
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Valentia Island Wireless Station.6
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Zoomed-in area of Valentia Island Wireless Station.7


Essentially, the area around Valentia in West Kerry was at the centre of a very globalised world. The first map shows that almost every village in West Munster was connected to any location in the world touched by a telegraph cable. Arguably, the Kerry of 1914 was fundamentally as globalised as the world of today. The only real difference is the almost instantaneous speed of email compared to the hours it would take to send a telegram to Sydney, for example.


It is therefore understandable why the German Money Lottery placed advertisements in The Kerryman.8 The Kerry Sentinel also placed the results of English race meetings in their paper.9 It is conceivable that, not only were the people of Kerry able to keep track of racing and lottery results from around the globe using the telegrams, but many other news items. The struggle for Home Rule could be kept track of on a daily basis, as the developments were transmitted to Kerry from London. The death of Sister Theotique Foran from Ballyheigue, who was a missionary in West Africa, was reported in The Kerry Sentinel on 24 January 1914. The Reuters Press Agency also had articles on the Mexican War published in The Kerryman.10 Thomas F. Martin notes that ships from Russia, Norway and Sweden docked into Fenit Pier outside Tralee.11 Martin also examined the manifest books of the Tralee and Fenit Harbour Commissioners from 1928 (all records prior to 1928 were destroyed in a fire) and found that ships docked from ports such as ‘Constantinople, Rotterdam and Philadelphia’.12


At the outbreak of the war there were fourteen local newspapers in Kerry, plus the two major national daily papers, the Irish Independent and The Irish Times. Each newspaper had a market and had to be making a profit to remain operating. This paints a picture of a modern Kerry. Adding to the picture is the fact that, in 1915, Tralee and Listowel were connected to the rest of the country by telephone.13 However, problems remained; the table below shows the number of families living in part of one room, in one room, two rooms, three rooms and four rooms.


[image: image]


Table 1: Housing statistics in Kerry in 1911.14


Indeed a total number of 23,074 people had emigrated from Kerry between 1 April 1901 and 31 March 1911.15 Thomas F. Martin also writes that ‘the majority of farms in Kerry were less than 20 acres’.16 In spite of these figures, things were improving, but the Great War brought the world to a halt. This book aims to find out how the people of Kerry reacted to the war, and to explain the role they played during the conflict. This book will also explore the role Kerrymen played in the various battles in which they took part, and finally, detail how the ex-servicemen are commemorated both in Kerry and nationally.


I hope that by examining these factors, this book will provide a better understanding of this bloody period in Irish history. I also hope that by writing on this largely neglected period of Kerry’s past, I might, in a small way, contribute to the memory of the men who fought and died during the Great War.


The sources I have consulted are local, national and international, with a focus on Kerry-based newspapers from the 1914-1918 period. As there were fourteen newspapers in publication in Kerry in 1914, I examined three to get the best cross-section of the community.


The Kerryman was a weekly paper, which, at the beginning of 1914, was at the extreme end of the nationalist cause. When war was declared The Kerryman quickly aligned itself with Eoin MacNeill’s Irish Volunteers and after the 1916 Rising shifted its support to Sinn Féin. Maurice Griffen, the editor of The Kerryman, was also editor of the twice-weekly newspaper The Liberator. The Kerryman was closed down by the authorities in August 1916 but continued to print in fits and spurts up to the end of the war.


The Kerry Sentinel was another weekly publication. It represented the middle ground of Kerry society. Although it often leaned in favour of Redmond and the Home Rule cause, The Kerry Sentinel also covered the cause of the Gaelic League and many clubs and societies had their notes published in the paper. The Kerry Sentinel fell victim to rationing and ceased publishing in 1917 when the owners ran out of paper. Its coverage of the war was unbiased and, in contrast to The Kerryman, it published many recruitment posters. Unlike The Kerryman it did not continue publishing after the war.


The Kerry Evening Post was the paper of the establishment. It was a published twice weekly, on Wednesdays and Saturdays. The Kerry Evening Post was openly pro-establishment but it also reported on Home Rule in an unbiased way. By this I mean it reported on the establishment’s views on the Home Rule crisis, and often published letters from both supporters and detractors within the establishment. The Kerry Evening Post reported on the various battles in as much detail as it possibly could without fear of censorship. Each publication was accompanied by a number of recruiting advertisements and it became increasingly antinationalist as the war continued, in particular after the Easter Rising. It did, however, publish many letters from soldiers at the front and this made it invaluable when I was researching the various battles the Munster Fusiliers fought. Similar to The Kerry Sentinel, the Kerry Evening Post fell victim to rationing and ceased publishing in September 1917. It did not resume after the war.


In order to extract the best and most relevant information from the various newspapers, I divided each year into various categories. For example I divided 1915 into the categories of economics, war news on an international scale and a local scale, the recruitment campaign, the antirecruitment campaign and miscellaneous items that caught my eye. This method enabled me to understand the pre-war Kerry of 1914 and to track the changes in the aforementioned categories.


Other sources I gathered to complete this study included The 2nd Munsters in France by Lt-Col. Jervis who served in the Munsters as a captain. Originally published in 1922 by Gale and Polden, it was republished by Schull Books in 1998. Jervis compiled accounts from each action the Munsters were involved in on the Western Front. The work of Mrs Victor Rickard, widow of Col. Victor Rickard, who was killed in action at Rue Du Bois, is similar to Jervis’s work but only focuses on the Munsters at Etreux, Festubert, Rue Du Bois and Hulloch. General Sir Ian Hamilton’s Gallipoli Diary is a very insightful source and should be read by anybody wishing to study the Gallipoli campaign. I also examined the surviving service and pension records of the ex-servicemen. These gave me a deep insight into the background of the average recruit and enabled me to increase the number of documented ex-servicemen.


Fortunately, Thomas F. Martin’s The Kingdom in the Empire, covered much of the ground I intended to study. When I first began researching Kerry’s role in the Great War, I read the MA thesis version of Martin’s work, Politics, society, economics & recruitment in Kerry during World War I. This gave me grounding in the topic and alerted me to the potential ground for original research, specifically the role of soldiers from Kerry during the war. Martin’s well-documented work covers everything in relation to the home front in huge detail and so made it easier for me to find the information I needed. The 533 names of dead servicemen he collected I found particularly helpful in building up statistics.


The past eighty to ninety years have created many myths in relation to Irish involvement in the First World War. At first, many regarded the ex-soldiers as traitors to the state, and in the early years of Irish revisionism they were regarded as the real heroes of the revolutionary period. Because of this, there are many contradictions in the modern perception of Ireland’s involvement in the conflict. It is therefore up to the modern historian to scrutinise all previous works and come up with an impartial view that does not follow an agenda on such a divisive topic as Irish involvement in the First World War.

OEBPS/images/9780752481111_cover.jpg
ALAN DRUMM

bt i
K ERRY

AND THE
ROYAL MUNSTER

FUSILIERS






OEBPS/images/9780752481111_image001.jpg
Treland,





OEBPS/images/9780752481111_image002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780752481111_image005.jpg
District | Partof aroom | One room | Tio rooms | Three rooms | Four rooms
Killarney Urban 1 83 265 265 168
Listowel Urban 2 1 136 75 86
Tralee Urban 4 266 506 254 300
Cahirciveen 3 346 1532 L1g8 328
Dingle o 135 943 942 332
Kenmare 13 148 766 617 468
Killarney Rural 2 543 2,097 1773 627
Listowel Rural 2 375 1,690 1873 7
Tralee Rural o 450 1691 1,761 772






OEBPS/images/9780752481111_image003.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780752481111_image004.jpg
& sous wesd






