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Physical Characteristics of the Saluki


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Head: Long and narrow, skull moderately wide between the ears.


Ears: Long and covered with long silky hair hanging close to the skull and mobile.


Eyes: Dark to hazel and bright; large and oval.
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Nose: Black or liver.


Neck: Long, supple and well muscled.


Shoulders: Sloping and set well back, well muscled.


Chest: Deep and moderately narrow.


Forelegs: Straight and long from the elbow to the knee.


Colors: White, cream, fawn, golden, red, grizzle and tan, tricolor (white, black and tan) and black and tan.


Loin and Back: Back fairly broad, muscles slightly arched over loin.


Tail: Long, set on low and carried naturally in a curve.


Hindquarters: Strong, hipbones set well apart and stifle moderately bent, hocks low to the ground.


Feet: Of moderate length, toes long and well arched…strong and supple and well feathered between the toes.


Coat: Smooth and of a soft silky texture.
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The origin of the Saluki is cloaked in mystery, legend and folktales. The breed, or the group of breeds very similar, has been recorded since the time of the Egyptian pharaohs.
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ORIGIN OF THE SALUKI


Gift of Allah, Ancient of Ancients, El Hor, Al-Hurr, The Noble One. All of these phrases are used to describe the Saluki, a very ancient breed associated with nomadic tribes of the Near and Middle East, southwestern Asia and northern Africa. Today the Saluki is described as a separate breed, but I prefer to discuss the group of dogs that I would like to refer to as the “Saluki Complex.” There are many so-called “breeds” that resemble one another, originating from such diverse areas as the republics of the former USSR to the northwestern coast of Africa, even into the southern reaches of Africa, that it is obvious that the Saluki type has been known since time immemorial. Clearly, this dog was associated with man from the very beginning, although there are very interesting theories as to who domesticated whom! Some recent proposals put forth have indicated that the social lives of wolves and man interacted in such a way that one could almost say that wolves domesticated man! The concept of an “Alpha” figure seems to have contributed to the co-dependence between man and dog. Once the Alpha dog became subservient to the Alpha human, the dog-human connection was forged.
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Anubis, Egyptian god of death, has been represented as a Saluki-like dog with erect ears. This painted wooden statue is dated c. 300 BC.


The dog became the companion and servant of man, bringing down game and herding cattle, goats and sheep. In return, the dog received warmth from the fire, the occasional “treat” and the love of the human family. The characteristics that set the Saluki Complex apart from the true herding and working breeds was their independence and ability to work without human intervention. They are all “coursing” hounds, whatever the prey. A coursing hound is distinguished from the other hounds by several characteristics. First of all, they are built to run long distances at great speed. Secondly, they have enough length of muzzle to grab and hold prey, either by the leg or by the throat. Thirdly, they rely on their remarkable eyesight to course the prey, never taking their eyes off the target animal. Of course, they come equipped with noses, too, and they use them! No dog will run around in the desert or forest just hoping to come across an animal to chase by sight. Noses first, then eyes! But once the prey is sighted, it is “all eyes.”
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The burial chamber of Pashedu, dated c. 1200 BC, is guarded by two Anubis dogs.


The actual history of the Saluki and related dogs is lost in time. Every member breed of this complex claims that the Egyptian paintings and bas reliefs depict “their” breed. What we actually see are ubiquitous sighthounds chasing gazelle in the desert.


Various early works of art have been considered as representing Salukis, with varying degrees of plausibility. Among the more convincing are the very small images on some stamp seals from Tepe Gawra in Mesopotamia, about 4000–3700 BC, and paintings and sculpture from the tomb of Tutankhamen, about 1450 BC. There are some earlier images of drop-eared hounds in Egyptian art, which may be autochthonous or may reflect Mesopotamian artistic conventions or even have been the work of Mesopotamian craftsmen.
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Representation of the nocturnal voyage of the Egyptian sun god, in a boat pulled by four Anubis dogs, while four cobra snakes pray. The Apophis snake is attacking the boat. Animals figure heavily in Egyptian pre-Christian history.


The treatise of Arian, 139 AD, concerns coursing with what he describes as “Celtic” hounds, known to the Romans as vertragi in derivation from their original Celtic name. These seem perhaps to have been proto-Greyhounds rather than Salukis.


There are a number of rather realistic representations of Salukis, both smooth and feathered, in European paintings of the late medieval and Renaissance periods. Perhaps those were descendants of ones brought back by the Crusaders, or perhaps they reflected continued trade contacts with the Muslim world.
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The word “Saluki” written in Arabic. The word is often pronounced “slu-ghi.”


None of this is necessarily conclusive evidence, but a “best guess” would be that Salukis have existed since at least 4000 BC, perhaps much longer. The Tepe Gawra images have exactly the same body proportions as a good modern Saluki, the tribal hound type rather than the show variety.


One Egyptian painting and one carving from about 3000 BC each depict a drop-eared dog with a ridge. To date, the breeds in this “complex” include the Sloughi, Azawakh, Pharaoh Hound, Greyhound, Afghan Hound, Persian Greyhound, Chart Polski, Chertaya, Khalag Tazy, Taigan, Bakhmul, Galgo Español, Magyar Agar, Caravan Hound and Rampuri, to name a few! The Rhodesian Ridgeback is never considered a part of this group by the Saluki people, but there are strong indications that Saluki-type dogs did occur in southern Africa prior to the 16th century. Mummified remains of ridged Saluki-type dogs have been found buried along the banks of rivers in Botswana. Of the first three Sloughis imported into Holland in the early 1900s, depicted in Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia of Dogs, two are ridged!


So, where to begin? The history of the Saluki as we know it today began with the first British adventurers who traveled to the Near and Middle East. Although apparently a few Salukis were brought back to Europe during the Middle Ages, it was not until the late 1800s that these dogs really became noticed by Europeans, particularly by the British. The first Salukis probably arrived in England earlier in the 19th century, as evidenced by the famous portrait of the British-bred Saluki named Zilla, painted in 1837, at which time Zilla was kept in the London Zoo. It is a fanciful painting, picturing Zilla with a “handler” in Persian dress.




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, Canis lupus, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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Front (LEFT) and back (RIGHT) sides of a slate, carved between 6000-5000 BC, depicting Salukis hunting gazelle.
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A scene from the wall of the tomb of Rekh-ma-ra, Western Thebes, Egypt, c. 1400 BC. It shows Salukis in a procession of spoils of war. This was reproduced from a painting by Dr. Howard Carter that was rendered especially for the Hon. Florence Amherst.
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Each of these Salukis was a prize winner at the Saluki and Gazelle Hound Club Show at Ranelagh in 1934. Of special note is the then seldom-seen smooth-coated specimen. This and two others were owned by Miss G. A. Desborough; the rest were owned by the Hon. Florence Amherst.


[image: images]


“The Finding of Moses,” a famous painting by Paulo Cagliari Veronese (1528–1588). Veronese was an Italian painter of the Venetian school. He created many detailed masterpieces like the one shown here, in which a page is holding two Salukis (lower left corner).
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Reproduction of a 1703 painting by John Wotton, showing a famous Arabian horse, Byerley Turk, and a Saluki of good type. Most of Wotton’s paintings of Arabian horses also contained Salukis.


In 1875, Lady Anne Blunt, married to British diplomat Wilfred Scawen Blunt, made a trip to central Arabia, ending at Basra. She described this adventure in a book, A Pilgrimage to Nejd, after traveling from the Mediterranean to the Persian Gulf across Arabia. She acquired two or three Salukis, which she called “greyhounds,” from her Bedouin hosts. As to what became of the dogs, nothing is said. These dogs were apparently the smooth-coated desert-bred type. Another extraordinary woman was Gertrude Bell, whose uncle was the British Ambassador to Persia in the 1890s. She was given two feathered Salukis by Fahad Beg ibn Hadhdhal, a sheikh of the Anaizah tribe in Arabia. She called these dogs “Arab greyhounds” and often took them with her when riding. Whether she hunted with them or not is not known.


In 1895, Lady Florence Amherst, the daughter of an Egyptologist, imported the first Salukis into England to have a line of descent surviving to the present. These dogs came from Egypt and were lightly, if at all, feathered, and she termed them “southern strain.” She founded the famous Amherstia Kennels and wrote the first published description of the Saluki. This served as the standard for the breed until 1923, when the Saluki or Gazelle Hound Club was formed and the first English Kennel Club standard for the breed was approved.
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Salukis became very popular with the Crusaders. Pictured here is King Henry the Pious of Saxony with a Saluki. Both the king’s sleeves and the Saluki’s collar are decorated with the pilgrim’s badge of a silver scallop shell. Painting by Lucas Cranach (1472–1553), a German painter and etcher.
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An ancient picture, representing the grand ceremony in which a white falcon is presented to the great Mughal Emperor Akbar. A Saluki is evident in the foreground.


In 1919, the National Geographic Society published The Book of Dogs. Listed as the Persian Gazellehound or Slughi, the Saluki is described as a feathered dog, similar to a Greyhound but “short and straight in the body, though very long and rangy of leg. As he stands in profile the outline of fore legs, back, hind legs and ground form an almost perfect square.” The article continues to say, “A fact tending to show the antiquity of the Slughi is that no combination of known dogs seems to be capable of producing a creature just like him.”


In Hutchinson’s Encyclopedia of Dogs, the Saluki is described as “graceful, dignified and refined, built on lines that govern speed and endurance. Their limbs are slender with fine quality of bone, and, like the race-horse, they possess subtle strength and power. They are deep chested with plenty of heart room which gives them their wonderful staying power. Elegance in appearance should never be lost sight of, as it indicates the subtle strength peculiar to desert-bred animals, and is their charm as well as a special gift.”


[image: images]


A modern-day Sloughi, pictured with handler in traditional dress.
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Reproduction of a magnificently detailed Veronese painting, depicting the presentation of gifts to the Doge of Venice by Persian ambassadors. Note the Saluki in the foreground.


What one must understand is that the Arabic term for all of these dogs simply means “hunting hound.” The European phonetic rendition of the Arabic word has been spelled sloughi, slughi, sleughi, slugi, sloeqi, saluqi and saluki. Some of the confusion arises from the fact that the feathered dogs were more often seen in Iraq and Arabia, whereas the dogs encountered in Egypt, the Sahara and Morocco were more often smooth-coated. In 1935, the French described all of the smooth-coated types as “Sloughi” and called them a distinct breed. The Kennel Club of England, accepting the 1923 standard, called all of these dogs, feathered or smooth, “Saluqi,” in accordance with the Arabic tradition. However, when the standard was published, the spelling was changed to “Saluki.” Regional types were recognized by the Arabs by different names. The feathered dogs were called “Slughi Shami” and the smooth dogs were called “Mogrebi Slughi.” They also recognized “Akh-taz-eet” (Kirghiz Greyhound) of central Asia and “Tazi,” the Saluki of Turkey, Iraq and Iran. Today, fanciers want to claim that these dogs are different “breeds.” The Arabs and their ancestors never considered these dogs as different breeds, just as representatives of different geographic areas. Each breed club today argues vehemently that “their breed” is distinct, based on body measurements, descriptions of gait, height and weight and other such variables. Recent DNA studies indicate that the Saluki and Afghan Hound are the two most ancient of the Saluki Complex.
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A modern Sloughi, illustrated here, is a recreation of a more ancient smooth-coated dog of northern Africa.
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A smooth Saluki allows one to see clearly the distinctive elegance, marked by strength and endurance.


The modern Sloughi, as recognized by the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), is a newly created breed. Due to the loss of the nomadic way of life in the French-governed regions of northern Africa in the early part of the 20th century, the hunting hound of the nomads also has all but disappeared. A few apparently pure-bred Sloughis were gathered up and formed the foundation for the Sloughi today. There may have been smooth Salukis and/or Azawakhs registered as Sloughis at this time and earlier. The modern Sloughis are not the same dogs that were described by the early travelers to northern Africa, nor are they the same dogs that were imported into Holland early in the century. Therefore, comparisons of DNA may reflect the cross-breeding that occurred prior to 1971, rather than representing the descendants of the original Bedouin or Tuareg dogs.
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A Sloughi from northern Africa in the mid-1930s.


The Israel Sighthound Club (ISC) was established in 1968. Only two breeds of sighthound were represented in Israel at that time, the Turkuman Afghans and the local Salukis, mostly from Sheikh Suliman El Huzeil’s tribe, a prominent group in the Negev Desert. Some also came from Jordan and some from Persia (Iran).
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A trio of Kirghiz Greyhounds, or Ahk-taz-eet.


Following the Six Days War in 1967, Saluki lovers in Israel made many trips to the Sinai to visit the Bedouin and to study their dogs. The Sinai Salukis were a bit different from the few Saluki imports to Israel from Europe. They were stronger, somewhat coarser and usually short coated. They had endurance, stamina and very good hunting qualities.


Conversations with European judges who came to Israel to judge dog shows caused the ISC to split the breed into Salukis and Sloughis in 1974, thus further compounding the confusion between the Saluki and the Sloughi.
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A Barukhzy Hound, also called the Afghan Greyhound, c. 1888.


The one good thing that can be said about the Sloughi standard versus the Saluki standard is that the FCI continues to consider the Sloughi to be a “square” dog, whereas the new Saluki standard unfortunately calls for a “rectangular” dog. History and the Arabs support the “square” dog in every case. You cannot change centuries of history by changing the words in a description of the dog. You will only change the subsequent generations, to the detriment of the dog.


SALUKIS IN THE MIDDLE EAST


The Saluki was called “Al-Hurr,” the noble one. He was allowed to sleep in the tents, he wore beautiful collars decorated with tiny bells and he was the only dog considered to be “clean.” In Islam, all dogs except the Saluki are considered “unclean,” and the ordinary dog is called “Kelb.” Salukis were never allowed to actually kill game, because Islamic religious practices would not allow the meat to be eaten if this were done. The hounds were used to bring down the game and hold it until the hunter could arrive and ritually dispatch the prey. Hares caught by the hounds were brought back to their masters alive but unconscious. The role of the Saluki as a provider of fresh meat for the pot cannot be overestimated!
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The luxuriantly coated Afghan Hound is the Saluki’s closest relative based on current DNA analysis.


The Saluki, like the horse, was an integral and indispensable part of the life of the nomadic people of the Middle East. The balance and beauty of both were matters of campfire discussion of no little import! The best animals were often concealed when tribes met. According to tradition, if the visitor admired the animal, it would have to be presented to the guest. Other times, the dogs were given as visible tokens of the trust and honor due the guest. Thus it was that the gene pool of these dogs was widely distributed over a large area, either through “accidental” matings when tribes met or through the dogs’ being given as gifts. The European concept of a “breed” was quite foreign to the nomads. They valued their dogs for their ability to hunt and to survive in the harsh environment, not for any imagined specific aspect of the dog.
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The Saluki, with thousands of years of selective breeding to make it a fast-running hunting dog, is becoming equally known as a wonderful family pet.


FOUNDATION OF TODAY’S SALUKI


The Honorable Florence Amherst’s first dogs were registered in 1903, two of which she had obtained in 1897 in Egypt. Earlier, in 1900, Miss Lucy Bethell registered a bitch. These three dogs were the first Salukis to leave descendants in the UK. Between 1905 and 1917, Miss Amherst registered almost 60 puppies. During World War I, there were no registrations, but following the war many servicemen returned to England from the Middle East with Salukis. Sarona Kelb, born in Damascus in 1919 and imported by Lt. Col. (later General) Lance, was the first Challenge Certificate (award toward a British championship) winner, shown at The Kennel Club show in October 1923. I have always wondered at the use of Kelb in this dog’s name, in that the Arabs use the word to mean “unclean.” Strange indeed! Another Saluki was also registered in 1919—Hama of Homs, born in Syria and imported by Major C. W. Bayne-Jardine. Over the years leading up to World War II, many other dogs were imported and registered, forming the foundation of the Saluki in Great Britain today. All of these early dogs were clearly “desert-bred,” but as more litters were born in England, there was less and less appreciation of the imported dogs.
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The famous Hon. Florence Amherst, who introduced the Saluki to Britain and wrote the first standards, pictured with litter brothers derived from her imported stock.




SALUKIS AND THE AKC


The AKC recognized the Saluki in 1927. The AKC parent club for the breed, the Saluki Club of America, was established in 1924 and still exists today, focused on protecting the breed’s best interests.





THE SALUKI IN THE US


The first Saluki known to come to America was a silver-gray brought here by Col. Horace N. Fisher in 1861. The breed was recognized by the American Kennel Club (AKC) in 1927, three years after the founding of the Saluki Club of America (SCOA) was formed. One of the early serious breeders and exhibitors was Senator Macomber of Rhode Island. Another was Col. Brydon Tennant from Virginia. Their stock was largely from the Sarona kennels of General Lance and the Grevel kennels of Miss Barr in England.
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The Persian Greyhound, represented in a very old engraving.


Mrs. Hills (of Redledge in Massachusetts) imported among others several Amherstia Salukis and later helped to start the famous Diamond Hill kennels of Edward K. Aldrich, Jr. in Rhode Island. Mr. Aldrich bred Ch. Marjan II (the first Saluki to win an all-breed Best in Show in America and win the Group at the Westminster Kennel Club show), the foundation dog for Anna Marie Paterno’s El Retiro kennel. Mr. Aldrich also bred Ch. Valda, the foundation dog of Mrs. Esther Knapp’s Pine Paddocks kennel. The Diamond Hill line was used by Audrey Hollis Benbow to produce the foundation bitch of Wayne Jensen’s Jen Araby kennel on the West Coast. From the latter came the first Saluki of the Srinagar kennel.


In 1945 Mrs. Knapp obtained two desert Salukis from the kennels of King Ibn Saud of Arabia: Ch. Abdul Farouk of Pine Paddocks, a crop-eared male, and Ch. Lady Yeled Sarona Ramullah, a smooth female. The AKC made a special ruling whereby descendants of the pair could be officially registered, even though these dogs were not from an approved registry. Many famous Salukis are descended from these imports, including Ch. Ahbou Farouk of Pine Paddocks, who was undefeated in the breed. He also received 38 Group Ones and 12 all-breed Bests in Show. Several current lines of American-bred Salukis are founded on these dogs as well.


There are two coat types in Salukis, smooth and feathered. Saluki breeders believe coat type to be a simple dominant-recessive gene, with smooth dominant to feathered. This means if you breed a feathered dog to a feathered dog, you will always get feathered dogs. However, coat types and textures in dogs are not limited to just these two, and it may be that coat type is a more complex polygenetic trait. Certainly, the length of the feathered coat can vary from virtually none to heavily coated dogs, making the dog look almost like an Afghan Hound!
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“Slughis on the Egyptian desert,” c. 1930.


The preference for the feathered Saluki early on in the US resulted in the near loss of smooth Salukis. The formation of the Society for the Perpetuation of Desert Bred Salukis in 1988 and the importation of dogs from the countries of origin helped in reestablishing the smooth Saluki. They are now seen in the show ring quite often and, in fact, a red smooth Saluki won the eastern specialty show in February 2004. She has continued to have a great show career.


SALUKI ANECDOTES


The following stories have been contributed by their author, Dr. John Burchard of Tepe Gawra Salukis:
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A Slughi, bred in England by the Hon. Florence Amherst.


LOST AND FOUND


One of my friends among the Bedouin was an elderly tribesman I shall call Obeid, who at the age of around 90 still took active part in our hunting trips. As a youth, he had a male Saluki whose chief claim to fame was that he could “beat up” all the other Salukis in the tribe, and even the large fierce flock guardian dogs. One fine winter day Obeid set out on a journey to distant hunting grounds, riding his camel, his hooded falcon on his fist and his Saluki trotting alongside. After a while he dozed off with the rhythmic movement of the camel.


The camel stumbled, and Obeid awoke with a start and saw with horror that his falcon, dislodged from its perch by the jolt, was climbing steadily into the sky. This is one of a falconer’s worst (and most embarrassing) disasters: when a hooded falcon accidentally becomes airborne, it dares not try to land blindfolded, but will fly straight ahead, climbing all the time, until after many miles it sinks slowly to earth, exhausted, and makes a crash landing. If it cannot then manage to remove the hood, it will soon fall victim to a passing fox or jackal. In any case, it is lost to the falconer. Worse yet, Obeid’s Saluki, accustomed to hunting with the falcon, was running off into the distance following the bird, already nearly invisible in the sky.


Thoroughly downcast, Obeid on his camel followed the tracks, hoping at least to recover his hound eventually. After many hours of weary, downhearted progress, Obeid saw a dark speck on the otherwise featureless desert ground. Coming slowly closer, he could make out the form of his Saluki, lying exhausted on the sand. But what was this? The hound held something between his paws. It was the falcon! A hound that attacks falcons is worse than useless to a desert hunter, so with a heavy heart Obeid raised his rifle to shoot the worthless hound. At that moment the falcon stirred, attempting to escape. The hound staggered to his feet, overtook the flapping falcon and again pinned it to the ground.


Like a burst of sunlight came to Obeid the realization that the falcon was unharmed, and his hound was preventing its escape. With joy he gathered up his rumpled but otherwise undamaged falcon, gave water to both hawk and hound, and after a lengthy rest set out on the long homeward journey. Hound and hawk were by then so well recovered that they actually bagged a hare before reaching camp.


KEEPING THE SHEEP


This and the following tale both pertain to a Saluki I knew well in person. His name was La’aban, and he belonged to a wonderful friend of mine named Barghash An-Naimi. He was directly ancestral to our Tepe Gawra Salukis, and also to those of Elizabeth Dawsari and to those of Mike Ratcliffe in the UK. He was an exceptional hunter and an exceptional personality. His dam Sarha was even more famous, once having caught 12 gazelles in a single day, but that is a different story.
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A rare Rampur Hound, originating in Rampur in northern India. Some of these dogs were exported to and exhibited in England in the first half of the 20th century.
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A typical modern Saluki of European origin.


My friend Barghash started life as a Bedouin nomad. As a youth, he took a job with the then new oil company later known as Aramco, and parlayed that into becoming, by the time I knew him, the owner of a prosperous contracting firm.
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Myths and legends surround the Saluki even today, as anecdotes abound about the breed’s remarkable abilities and feats.


When not traveling or off on a hunting trip—his main preoccupation apart from business—he lived in a large house in Thuqba, a sort of “Arab township” near the bustling town of Al-Khobar on the Saudi Arabian coast opposite Bahrain. Thuqba still allowed “elbow room” for a traditional lifestyle, and so Barghash’s household included a flock of sheep, kept at night in the spacious courtyard and taken during the day to graze in the nearby desert—when at least some family members were at home. When nobody was home, the sheep were shut up in the courtyard with an ample supply of hay and water.
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