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            Premiere Production

         

         Kerry Jackson was first performed in the Dorfman auditorium of the National Theatre, London, on 30 November 2022, with the following cast:

         
             

         

         Athena  Madeline Appiah

         Will  Michael Fox

         Stephen  Michael Gould

         Alice  Kitty Hawthorne

         Kerry  Fay Ripley

         Warren  Gavin Spokes

         Ensemble  Kristin McIlquham, Neil Sheffield

         
             

         

         Understudies

         Kerry  Kristin McIlquham

         Stephen & Warren  Neil Sheffield

         
             

         

         Director  Indhu Rubasingham

         Set and Costume Designer  Richard Kent

         Lighting Designer  Oliver Fenwick

         Composer and Sound Designer  Nicola T. Chang

         Movement and Intimacy Director  Lucy Hind

         Company Voice Work  Jeannette Nelson

         Staff Director  John Young

         Casting  Juliet Horsley CDG

         Additional Casting  Chloe Blake

      

   


   
      
         
            Characters

         

         
            Kerry

a white woman, fifty-two

            Athena

a black woman, twenty-six

            Stephen

a white man, fifty-six

            Alice

his daughter, twenty

            Will

a young homeless man

            Warren

a white man, fifty
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               Act One

            

         

         
            
               
                  One

               

            

            Kerry’s small restaurant, one room with adjacent kitchen off. 

            Kerry and Athena are preparing the restaurant for opening. 

            Kerry I’m glad my mum died.

            Athena Kerry.

            Kerry When she did. Barbara. Bent over to pick up her lipstick, never resurfaced. Bought her council flat 1985. Thank you, Maggie. My bite of her equity turned to gold; a destination eatery. My shot at the stars. High Street was the cheaper option but here I am, Walthamstow Village.

            Athena … borders.

            Kerry Look at my restaurant. So beautiful. Warm terracotta reds, a major player in the Spanish palette.

            Athena Why did you go for that, Kerry, I’ve been meaning to ask?

            
               She points to a mural.

            

            Kerry Basic requirement: a mural.

            Las Maravillas, recently discovered with a massive hoard of gold. You have to give the clientele more than food.

            Athena A shipwreck?

            Kerry Trust me. Couples need something to look at that’s not the other one’s face. With my ex I was like, turn off the lights so I can imagine someone with a different head.

            Athena Usually a sign to move on.

            Kerry There’s nothing anyone can tell me about running a restaurant. I know I make it look easy, don’t let that fool you. Stock, equipment, rent, refurbishment. That’s what makes a dream come to life. The boring shite.

            Athena You forgot staff.

            Kerry I was coming to that. First time I met this gorgeous woman I was in this up-itself gastro pub, Islington, scrubbed pine tables, laminated menus, no class, ordered chicken fajita. One bite I said, ‘I want to see the chef,’ out you come, I say, ‘This fajita’ – you goes, ‘Is something wrong with it?’ – I said, ‘No, I fucking love it.’ Glass of wine?

            Athena Beware women bearing alcohol.

            Why did I let you talk me out of that job?

            Kerry Admit it – you landed on your feet here with me. We’re smashing it. Can’t rest on our arses though, that was the honeymoon month.

            Athena I’m rarely spotted resting on my arse. I’m so wired after a shift I cook in my sleep. A waste cos then I have to wake up and do it for real.

            Kerry People try something new – doesn’t mean they’re coming back. Maybe we could do a ritual for luck. Do they have one where you come from?

            Athena In Lower Clapton we sacrifice a chicken.

            Kerry We’ve only got frozen.

            Athena Rub its cold arse over the tiles?

            Kerry Forget it.

            Athena I know who we should make an offering to.

            Kerry Who’s that?

            Athena Nigella. Strip, spray ourselves with whipped cream, gyrate round the tables.

            
               They maybe have a go at this for a laugh.

            

            Kerry I don’t think that’s gonna bring in the right sort.

            Athena Yeah, maybe dodgy magic isn’t the way forward.

            Kerry I want locals to get home on a Wednesday night and go: It’s almost the weekend, I’m not bloody cooking. Let’s visit that tapas round the corner, spend too much on wine.

            Athena Secret of success.

            Kerry I’ve been working on my upsell. Polishing my approach. I greet the guest with a warm smile.

            
               She smiles.

            

            Athena Tiny bit creeping me out.

            Kerry Make them feel special. Reward them with complimentary breadsticks. How did you find your starter?

            Athena Sublime, you’ve got an amazing chef in there, hold on to her.

            Kerry She’s not going anywhere. Can I suggest a dessert, Spanish turrón tiramisu, our signature dish?

            Athena Go on then.

            Kerry Keep them loyal and spending big. I’ve been developing a media strategy an’ all. There’s a mag, Village Life, you know, ‘Margaret does Art’, ‘Adam takes pictures of local frogs’ – got to get into that – goes through two thousand letter boxes. Imagine all them knocking on our door demanding a table.

            Athena We’re going to need more forks.

            Kerry Just have to sort out that bloody outside problem.

            Athena It’s a nightmare.

            Kerry Said my piece at the residents meeting. One of them’s gonna pop round this morning for further discussion. You know the type, Jeremy Corbyn without the sex appeal.

            
               Stephen appears at the door.

            

            Athena Is that him now?

            Kerry Yeah. I’m an attractive woman about to launch a charm offensive. Hang around. You could learn something.

            Athena Should have entertainment value.

            Kerry Hello, Stephen?

            Stephen Yes.

            Kerry You’ve not been in to El Barco before, have you?

            Stephen No. Well, yes. Before. When it was real.

            Kerry Real?

            Stephen When it was a hardware store. I used to come in for cat food.

            Dried. Scooped straight out of a barrel.

            Kerry Oh. Well, you’re missing out. This is my chef, Athena.

            Stephen Named after the goddess?

            Athena Of war, wisdom and basket weaving. Got to work on the basket weaving.

            Stephen I read a book recently, Black Zeus, it said all the Greek gods were a steal from Egypt.

            Athena That’s actually my dad’s book.

            Stephen No! Really? Wonderful. Maybe I could interview you – I sometimes do pieces in Village Life. Sad but true.

            Kerry I’ll tell you about my dad if you like, Larry, a brickie, lost his leg on a building site, used to go mental cos no one would sell him one shoe.

            Athena Can we get you something – a coffee?

            Kerry Moist Spanish almond cake?

            Stephen No thanks.

            Kerry People said, you’re crazy to open a restaurant now, Kerry. Everyone’s struggling, but I said if you work hard enough you can forge your own destiny. Watch this space.

            Stephen I certainly will.

            Kerry Everyone wants a small business like mine to succeed I need to turbocharge El Barco. That means boat. My ex ran a van, sold Spanish street food, so I learnt Spanish.

            Stephen Eso deberia ser util.

            Kerry But mainly for foodstuffs. What’s the word for beer, Athena?

            Athena Cerveza.

            Kerry That.

            Athena Kerry’s got plans.

            Kerry Yeah, which is why I wanted to talk to you. The homeless that always hangs round here, I’ve tried the council, useless. What I want is him on the agenda at the next residents meeting, yeah?

            Stephen You want him to have a whole heading to himself?

            Kerry As a newly opened business – I want to attract custom – if you have people seated outside and you’ve got a tramp approaching them for cash, spraying hepatitis – it puts them off their tapenade. Because he doesn’t live here.

            Stephen No, he’s homeless.

            Kerry He doesn’t have to come here. He could actually be anywhere.

            Stephen What do you want us to do? Brand him a felon, enforce his abduction from the village?

            Kerry Can you still do that?

            Stephen Look, um –?

            Kerry Kerry.

            Stephen I think we’re finished here. Kerry – we don’t want to be Nimbys, do we?

            Kerry I’m going for the Mediterranean eating experience and I’ve got a bloke stinking of rancid anus pestering my clientele.

            Stephen Jesus.

            Athena Kerry.

            Kerry Have we got off on the wrong foot? Is it what I was saying at the residents meeting?

            Stephen What, the ‘cleansing’ of the village?

            Kerry Yeah. Rip out the bench in the village square cos the homeless just sit there stinking and drinking. Then they launch themselves at El Barco. Well, he does.

            Stephen Ever tried talking to him?

            Kerry Stop being so left-wing, Stephen. He asks for money, that’s all he does. Like a bloody machine. Something’s wrong with him, there probably always was before he got into this homelessness.

            Stephen It’s not a band. I don’t think we’re getting anywhere constructive, do you?

            Kerry The thing is, Stephen, you have try seeing things from a different perspective, not yours.

            Stephen Which is?

            Kerry Mine.

            Stephen It’s been an experience, Kerry, thank you.

            Kerry You’re a nice man, Stephen, but you’ve got your head shoved up your arse.

            Stephen Have a nice day.

            
               He exits.

            

            Kerry What a cock.

            Athena Well that went well. Job done.

         

         
            
               
                  Two

               

            

            Home. 

            Alice What a bitch! How do people get so hateful?

            Stephen They haven’t had our privileges, our education.

            Alice The internet – we have more knowledge available to us than any other time in history.

            Stephen Information is not knowledge, is it? It may even be the opposite.

            Alice What’s wrong with her, doesn’t she have any empathy? I cry all the time over stuff. Koalas being burnt to death in Australia. You must have been standing there thinking what a total cunt.

            Stephen I really wasn’t.

            Alice That’s good actually. The day you say that, Dad, I’d be out the door.

            Stephen And back to university?

            Alice We’re not talking about that.

            Stephen Although weirdly the c-word has the same root as ‘country’. So when they sang for Queen and country –

            Alice They were worshipping Her Majesty’s snatch. Sick.

            Stephen We got really etymological since Anna died.

            Alice Good try, Dad, but you can’t get round the fact that we are fucking sad.

            Stephen Like the word ‘flibbertigibbet’. Which we know as a flighty individual but which in fact referred to the final spasmodic movements a corpse made as it hung from the gibbet.

            Alice ‘Tappen’: the plug by which the rectum of a bear is closed during hibernation. Mum told me that.

            Stephen She knew a lot of things, your mum.

            Alice She was practically perfect in every way.

            Stephen Yes and she’s left us on this earthly plane where we have to cruelly fend for ourselves, which is why it’s your turn to empty the bins.

            Alice I’m not dressed.

            Stephen Might be an idea to start the day in that time-honoured fashion. Aristotle said you get to be good by practising virtuous acts. So now’s your chance.

            Alice He had slaves to do his bins. Which makes him actually evil.

            Stephen It would help me.

            Alice It doesn’t because you are welded to that chair. You’ve just sat around the whole summer doing Wordle. I’m worried about us, I really am, we’re in decline.

            Stephen Which is why I suggested some light domestic tasks to involve you in the business of everyday life.

            Alice Set the bar lower please. God. Nice try. You’re going to have to think of something a lot more sensational than sanitation, Dad, to buzz my serotonin.

            Stephen Bins, Alice.

            
               Doorbell.

            

            Alice Visitor alert. I’ll do them later.

            
               She vanishes. Stephen goes to the door – returns as Kerry enters.

            

            Kerry Don’t mind me popping round, do you?

            Local MI5 gave your address – Tariq at the newsagent’s.

            I come in peace.

            I’m looking for a house wine and I think I’ve found it.

            Thought, I’ll knock on some doors. No one’s going to say no to a free glass of Spanish red.

            Stephen It’s a bit early for me.

            Kerry The sooner you try it the sooner I’ll be gone. Where do you keep your glasses? Let me guess.

            
               She guesses right. Gets two glasses. Pours some wine.

            

            It’s from one of the two major Spanish wine regions. Ribera del Duero. Known for its Tempranillo production.

            Swirl it round the glass.

            Those lines at the side that remain – they’re the legs.

            Give it a sniff. Prise open your mind

            Prepare for what you’re about to taste.

            Move it around your mouth. Bay leaf. Cracked peppercorn.

            Swallow. Smokey wood fire. Blackcurrant. Touch of spicy plum. Weirdly, for me a touch of gobstopper.

            
               He drinks.

            

            So what do you think?

            Stephen It’s okay.

            Kerry Look, will you come to the restaurant? Support a local business and all that.

            Stephen At some point.

            Kerry I know we got off to a bad start, but we’re grown-up, we can put that behind us. I don’t think you should hold prejudices about people.

            Stephen Like Will.

            Kerry Who?

            Stephen The homeless lad. I asked him his name.

            Kerry We’ve probably got a lot more in common than we think. I’m reading a book at the minute. Eat Pray Love. This woman gets divorced and then discovers pizza. She’s an everywoman figure really. What are you reading?

            Stephen Schopenhauer.

            Kerry Knew it would be something foreign. Ever had a personality test?

            Stephen No.

            Kerry You’d come out dominant, take my word for it.

            Stephen I’m not dominant.

            Kerry Don’t knock it. This mate of mine got an invite to a rubber party. Friend lent her a rubber dress. Held her in in all the right places. Her boobs looked amazing, like the Beckton Alps.

            Stephen I’ve never visited.

            Kerry Got to the party – this bloke came up to her in a nappy. Adult baby syndrome. Put her right off. So I’m not saying I want to be dominated. I just don’t want to be with someone who wants me to wipe their arse and wank them off into a Johnson’s baby wipe. I think men should be men.

            Stephen Controversial.

            Kerry How did we get onto that?

            Stephen You just ran with it.

            Kerry It was me in the rubber dress. In vino veritas.

            Stephen It’s counter-intuitive but ‘the truth of wine’ means what one spouts when drunk is largely bullshit.

            Kerry The bullshit of wine. But I was telling the truth. I’m very straightforward, me. I come from Chelmsford. They have more speed cameras per linear mile than anywhere in Essex.

            Stephen It’s not a competition, is it?

            Kerry Everything’s a competition. You might come from somewhere that rolls giant cheeses downhill.

            Stephen Dulwich.

            Kerry Nice. So what do you give the wine out of ten?

            Stephen Six and a half.

            Kerry That’s better than I thought.

            
               Alice enters.

            

            Alice Hello.

            Stephen Alice is my daughter. This is Kerry.

            Kerry What do you do with yourself, Alice?

            Stephen She’s off to uni in October.

            Kerry Doing something proper?

            Alice Proper?

            Kerry Not a degree in puppets? You’d have to say that for the rest of your life at parties.

            Alice Psychology.

            Kerry Can you get a job in that?

            Alice If you’re a psychologist, yes.

            Stephen We were just trying out a new house red.

            Alice Eleven a.m.?

            Kerry Anyway, thanks for your help, Stephen. Alice. Nice to meet you. Hope to see you soon at El Barco. You know you want to.

            I’ll let myself out, babe.

            
               She exits.

            

            Alice She’s pushing at the boundaries of the friend zone. Turning up with alcohol. That’s like shouting fuck me.

            Stephen No worries there.

            Alice You seemed quite chatty.

            Stephen No. What was actually happening is I was being held hostage in my own house.

            Alice So what you’re saying is you wouldn’t touch her with a French stick?

            Stephen Not with a drainage rod.

            Alice A Mary Poppins umbrella?

            Stephen I wouldn’t touch her with a rigormortised rat’s penis.

            
               Kerry re-enters.

            

            Kerry Forgot my corkscrew.

            
               Kerry exits.

            

            Alice She heard us, didn’t she?

         

         
            
               
                  Three

               

            

            The restaurant. 

            Alice We’ve been saying all evening what an amazing outfit, haven’t we, Dad?

            Stephen Yes, terrific.

            Kerry Presentation. I’m the first point of human contact.

            Alice Oh, ace. People make up their minds about someone within three seconds of meeting.

            Kerry If they’re shallow.

            Stephen We loved the gambas al ajillo.

            Alice He was practically having an orgasm.

            Kerry Not bad for a fiver.

            Stephen We also thoroughly enjoyed the Seville pea salad. Remember, Alice, we saw the cathedral?

            Kerry The chef doesn’t have to have visited to follow the recipe.

            Thanks for coming. Tell your friends.

            
               Athena enters.

            

            Athena Are we closing up? It’s like a bloody furnace in there, Kerry. I’ve lost a pint of fluid.

            Kerry Alice, and you remember Stephen. They appreciated your prawns, Athena.

            Athena Thank you.

            Alice I love your name.

            Athena It’s great you both came, isn’t it, Kerry?

            Kerry Is it?

            Athena Course it is.

            Alice It’s been a lovely evening. We never go out.

            Kerry He driven away all your friends?

            Stephen Probably.

            Athena We hope you’ll come again soon. We’ve got some special nights planned. It’s nice out here, isn’t it? I spend my life buried in the kitchen.

            Stephen Shame. Out here you’d be an asset.

            Kerry Athena doesn’t want people to see her. She’s a tiny bit not legal.

            Athena Kerry. That’s nonsense and they don’t want to know about my immigration status. They’ve just eaten.

            Kerry I had to send a letter saying I loved her.

            Stephen Are they mucking you about?

            Alice We know a solicitor, Rupert, he lives in the stables. He’s really nice, he’s in a gay couple.

            Athena I’m okay, thanks.

            Kerry Stephen’s a raving lefty, he won’t tell on you.

            What is it you actually do, Stephen?

            Stephen I teach Philosophy.

            Kerry That’s weird because that’s what you look like.
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