

[image: Illustration]



[image: Illustration]




 


 


Anyone Can 3D Crochet


Landauer Publishing, www.landauerpub.com, is an imprint of Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc.


© 2023 by Kristi Simpson and Fox Chapel Publishing Company, Inc., 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552.


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without the prior written permission of Fox Chapel Publishing, except for the inclusion of brief quotations in an acknowledged review and the enlargement of the template patterns in this book for personal use only. The patterns themselves, however, are not to be duplicated for resale or distribution under any circumstances. Any such copying is a violation of copyright law.


Project Team


Managing Editor: Gretchen Bacon


Acquisitions Editor: Amelia Johanson


Editor: Christa Oestreich


Designer: Wendy Reynolds


Photographer: Mike Mihalo


Proofreader & Indexer: Jean Bissell


Image from www.Freepik.com: master1305 (2) Images from www.Shutterstock.com: Followtheflow (backgrounds: front cover, 39, 147), Kolpakova Daria (5), Binh Thanh Bui (6 top right), Raffaella Soddu (6 top middle), Melica (8), Africa Studio (backgrounds: 23, 33, 117), Ground Picture (backgrounds: 27, 51, 63, 69, 75, 87, 93, 105, 111, 135), Followtheflow (backgrounds: front cover, 39, 147), triocean (45 background), united photo studio (backgrounds: 57, 129), avtk (81 background), vanitjan (99 background), Nelia L (123 background), Veja (backgrounds: 143, 151, 155, 157), New Africa (145 background), KPG-Ivary (149 background), mirtya (151 model), PhotoJuli86 (153 background)


Icon from www.Flaticon.com: Freepik (used throughout)


Print ISBN 978-1-63981-001-7
eISBN 978-1-63741-114-8


Library of Congress Control Number: 2022952299


We are always looking for talented authors. Tosubmit an idea, please send a brief inquiry to acquisitions@foxchapelpublishing.com.


This book has been published with the intent to provide accurate and authoritative information in regard to the subject matter within. While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the author and publisher expressly disclaim any responsibility for any errors, omissions, or adverse effects arising from the use or application of the information contained herein.




CONTENTS


Introduction


What is 3D Crochet?


Getting Started


Materials


How to Read Crochet Patterns


Tips and Tricks


Stitch Guide


Animal Design Wall Hangings


Cara the Cat


Lucy the Llama


Jake the Puppy


Poppy the Penguin


Lil’ Stinker the Skunk


Fiona the Flamingo


Jess the Jellyfish


Watson the Whale


Sparkle the Unicorn


Hippie Hedgehog


Rory the Dino


Dottie the Chick


Mr. Fox


George the Giraffe


Polly the Panda


Larry the Lion


Max the Monkey


Tink the Zebra


Whiz the Sloth


Hootie the Owl


Projects


Stroller Blanket


Crib Blanket


Pillow


Sensory Cube


Baby Cocoon


Tote


Poncho


Vest


Crochet Abbreviations


About the Author


Acknowledgments


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]


[image: Illustration]




[image: Illustration]



INTRODUCTION


A child’s bedroom, playroom, or art room should be filled with joy! That’s why it’s so fun to pick a decoration theme: woodland creatures, dinosaurs, ocean animals, or all things cute and fluffy! The 3D crochet projects in this book are here to complete the look of your animal-inspired room, wardrobe, or playtime with 28 unique and adorable designs in all. There are a range of animals from which to choose—zebra, cat, flamingo, fox, giraffe, and more—each detailed with pop-up elements!


These patterns are great for beginners, using only basic stitches. If you are new to crochet or need a refresher, there is a full step-by-step Stitch Guide (here) for the different stitches used in this book. Grow your skills with the easy-to-crochet wall hangings, then try your hand at making one of the delightful panel-based projects that follow. The great thing about them is that you don’t need to stick to the animal design I chose—feel free to use your favorites for each project. For example, if you like Mr. Fox (here) best, use it for the tote! For the Crib Blanket (here), pick out nine different wall hanging patterns and get busy! It will be worth the effort—this blanket is precious!


This book is a great way to engage your newly learned skills as you make a soft wearable or giftable. Imagine gifting the Crib Blanket, Pillow, or Vest to a friend at a baby shower or birthday party. Keep your decor fresh with a new animal wall hanging as you work your way through each design. Or you can mix and match your way through the projects!


I hope that you are inspired to pick up your hook and get busy!


Kristi Simpson




WHAT IS 3D CROCHET?


The terms “pop up” and “3D” in crochet seem to have originated with lovers of the granny square. No longer satisfied with flat, traditional squares, clever stitchers started adding simple “pops” or textures to create dimensional designs. From there, they got even more creative, crocheting elements that resemble flowers, then more specific details such as legs, ears, eyes, and more to fashion animals, faces, and all sorts of other clever motifs. For these detailed designs, the elements are sometimes crocheted separately then added to the background design. My pop-up projects don’t start out as granny “squares” but are rectangular banners, measuring 11" x 9" (28 x 23cm), with added details like frames and fringes. Just like granny squares, you can join them together to create larger projects—pillows, blankets, bags, and more!
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GETTING STARTED


If you’ve never crocheted before, this is a great place to start learning some of the basics! We’ll start by looking at some of the must-have materials and tools. Then, I’ll go through how to understand a crochet pattern. I’ve also included a guide to the stitches used in this book that will have you crocheting in no time. The Crochet Abbreviations on here serve as a good reference for any project as you work your way through.


Materials


Each pattern in this book has an introduction section where you find a list of basic materials and tools you need to make each project. Create a crochet kit by adding all the items listed below into a cute bag or zipper pouch!


Yarn


Patterns start by listing the specific yarn(s), colors used, and amount needed to crochet the pattern as shown. Also included is the “yarn weight.” You’ll find this information on the label of every skein of yarn you buy, and it ranges in weight from #0 lace to #7 jumbo. If you can’t find the specific yarn listed or you’d like to use a different yarn, substitute a yarn with the same weight number.
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Having a variety of colors is perfect for this menagerie of animal projects!









	Yarn Weight


	Numerical Weight


	Type of Yarns in Category


	Ply Count







	Lace
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	Fingering, 10-count crochet thread


	1-2







	Super Fine
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	Sock, Fingering, Baby


	3-4







	Fine
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	Sport, Baby


	5







	Light
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	DK, Light Worsted


	8







	Medium


	[image: Illustration]


	Worsted, Afghan, Aran


	10-12







	Bulky
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	Chunky, Craft, Rug


	14







	Super Bulky
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	Super Bulky, Roving


	16







	Jumbo
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	Jumbo, Roving


	16 & up
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Crochet hooks
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Safety eyes
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Ruler
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Scissors
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Stitch markers







[image: Illustration]


Yarn needles
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Crochet hooks









	Crochet Hook Sizes







	US Hook Symbol


	Millimeter Size







	B/1


	2-2.25 mm







	C/2


	2.75 mm







	D/3


	3.25 mm







	E/4


	3.5 mm







	F/5


	3.75 mm







	G/6


	4-4.25 mm







	7


	4.5 mm







	H/8


	5 mm







	I/9


	5.5 mm







	J/10


	6 mm







	K/10½


	6.5 mm







	L/11


	8 mm







	M/13


	9 mm







	N/15


	10 mm







	P/16


	12 mm







	Q


	15 mm







	S


	20 mm








Crochet Hooks


Each pattern will list the crochet hook needed for that project. Hooks are marked with a size indicated in millimeters (mm) and, depending on the size, a coordinating letter. Always use the same hook stated and check the gauge (here) before starting the project. Change the hook size as necessary to obtain the correct gauge so that the project will be finished in the correct size.


Notions


Notions are all the extra tools you needed to complete a crochet project. Keep these tools handy as you crochet.


1. Stitch markers are used to mark specific stitches in a pattern. If you do not have access to ready-made markers, use a piece of scrap yarn or even a bobby pin to mark the stitch.


2. A good sharp pair of scissors is needed to trim up ends, cut yarns for color changes, or when finishing a piece.


3. A ruler allows you to check gauge or measurements in the pattern.


4. Safety eyes help to give life to your animals and are easy to attach but difficult to remove. They can be found at any craft store and come in multiple shapes, colors, and sizes. They’re measured in millimeters, which represent the diameter of the eye.


5. A yarn needle is used to sew different pieces together and to weave in ends. These can be metal or plastic, but I prefer bent-tip metal.



How To Read Crochet Patterns



If you are new to reading patterns, you may feel that they are written in a completely different language. However, you will begin to recognize the abbreviations used (see full list on here) as you practice reading through different patterns. Here are a few pointers for reading crochet patterns:


• When a number appears before the stitch name, such as “3 dc,” work these stitches into the same stitch. For example, “3 dc into the next st.”


• When only one stitch is to be worked into each of a number of stitches, it can be written like this, “1 sc in each of next 3 sts.”


• When a number appears after a chain, such as “ch 10,” this means work the number of chains indicated. In this case, you would make ten chain stitches.


• A few of the patterns include stitch tutorials, which you’ll find under Special Stitches. In most cases, these stitches are particular to that specific pattern.


• Be sure to read the Notes section before beginning a project. You’ll find helpful hints there that often clear up any questions about the project.


• Be sure to count your stitches!




COUNTING STITCHES
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To count stitches, look at the top of the row. The finished horizontal V-shaped stitches look like joined teardrops. Each one is considered a stitch. Use stitch markers to mark the first and last stitch of each row.





Symbols and Terms


Alongside learning the abbreviations and what they mean, certain symbols are generally used in crochet. Here are the ones used in this book:


• Asterisk: Mark a specific set of instructions that are repeated. Work instructions following * as many more times as indicated in addition to the first time.


- For example, “*2 sc in next st, 1 dc in next st, rep from * across,” means repeat the stitches from the asterisk to next given instruction.


• Parentheses or Brackets: These mean one of two things:


- Work all enclosed instructions in the stitch or space indicated. For example, “(2 dc, ch 1, 2 dc) in the next st” means work two double crochet stitches, chain one stitch, and work two more double crochet stitches all into the same stitch.


- Work enclosed set of stitches as many times as specified by the number immediately following. For example, “[2 sc in next st, sc in next 3 sts] 3 times” means to work two single crochet stitches in next stitch and then single crochet in next three stitches for a total of three repeats.


Gauge


Crocheting at an exact gauge is essential for proper size. For the pop-up elements, stitches need to be tight enough to keep the stuffing in without showing; if too tight, the project becomes overly rigid. Following the gauge is also important to create a project the same size listed in the pattern. Before beginning your project, make the sample swatch given in the individual instructions in the yarn and hook specified.


To check gauge, you need to crochet a sample swatch using the yarn, hook size, and crochet stitch specified. Crochet the swatch at least 1" (2.5cm) larger than required to check the stitches and rows with the swatch, ensuring the correct gauge. For instance, if the gauge instructions call for a 2" (5cm) square in single crochet, work up a swatch in sc at least 3" (7.5cm) square. Lay a measuring tape on the swatch and count across how many stitches you have in 2" (5cm). Now, reposition the tape and measure up and down how many rows you have in 2" (5cm).


If you have more stitches and rows than stated, the tension is too tight and the stitches are too small. Try using a hook one size larger than recommended in the pattern and make another gauge swatch. If you have fewer stitches and rows than stated, the tension is too loose and the stitches are too big. Try using a hook one size smaller and make another swatch. If necessary, keep doing this until the swatch matches the pattern gauge.


Skill Level


Skill levels are helpful indicators for how easy or difficult a project may be. If this is your first crochet project, consider starting with one of the patterns marked beginner or easy in the book, and work your way up from there.
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BEGINNER: Projects for first-time crocheters using basic stitches. Minimal shaping.
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EASY: Projects using yarn with basic stitches, repetitive stitch patterns, simple color changes, and simple shaping and finishing.
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INTERMEDIATE: Projects using a variety of techniques, such as basic lace patterns or color patterns, and mid-level shaping and finishing.
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EXPERIENCED: Projects with intricate stitch patterns, techniques, and dimension, such as nonrepeating patterns, multicolor techniques, fine threads, small hooks, detailed shaping, and refined finishing.
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Make a gauge swatch and adjust your crochet hook size if needed.
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The 3D elements on these projects are super cute and great for little fingers!





Tips and Tricks


Crocheting can be a lot of fun for beginners and beyond. This section shows you a few things that you might not have thought of to make your crochet experience and finished product even better. Over the years, I have taken notes on what makes my process easier, but for this book, I talked to my testers and other crocheters so that I can bring you the ULTIMATE list! I think that you’ll be able to apply many of these tips to the projects in this book and other projects as you continue to crochet.


• Read through your directions FIRST! It helps with the flow, and you’ll be familiar with how the animal is constructed.
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