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The LORD is merciful


and compassionate,


slow to get angry and


filled with unfailing love.


The LORD is good


to everyone.


He showers compassion


on all his creation.


PSALM 145:8-9 NLT
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Introduction


God created you for a reason.


There is no one quite like you,


and he is delighted to call


you his very own. Let joy and


peace come into your heart


as you spend a little time with


God each day.




JANUARY


Blessed are those you choose


and bring near to worship you.


You bring us into the courtyards


of your holy temple.


There in your house we are filled


with all kinds of good things.


PSALM 65:4 NIRV




JANUARY 1


Shiny and New


Anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new


person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!


2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 NLT


Have you ever seen a very dirty car go through a car wash and come out sparkling clean? When we accept Jesus into our hearts, he forgets all the bad, ugly things we have done, and he makes us shiny and new—like that nice clean car.


We all have bad things we would like to forget, like mean words we’ve said and people we’ve hurt. Every day, we can tell Jesus we are sorry for our sin and he washes that yucky dirt away.


God, I’m so happy that you can take my sin away. Thank you for forgiving me and making me clean.




JANUARY 2


Just Pray


Then that person can pray to God


and be blessed by him.


They will see God’s face and shout for joy.


God will make them well and happy again.


JOB 33:26 NIRV


What do we have to do to be accepted by God? Do we need to be perfect? No, we just need to pray. When we pray to God, it’s like he puts his arms around us and gives us a big hug.


It doesn’t matter how you feel about yourself, God loves you very much. He sees you, he hears you, and he loves spending time with you.


God, thank you for loving me and accepting me just the way I am.




JANUARY 3


Beautiful Things


The earth and everything in it belong to the Lord.


The world and all its people belong to him.


PSALM 24:1 ICB


Picture this. The sky is gray. Rain is falling, and you trip in a mud puddle. You had friends at your house last night and your mom is mad that they left your room messy. You can’t see anything beautiful around you.


Now close your eyes. Say this name: Jesus. Now open them, and look again. Do you see that little spot of blue sky, that single ray of light sneaking through the clouds? Do you notice the beautiful water drops resting on the bushes? Remember all the fun you had with the friends who made the mess? We can always find something beautiful if we look for it.


Jesus, when I say your name, I see beautiful things all around me. Thank you for making such awesome things.




JANUARY 4


Good Gifts


Whatever is good and perfect is a gift coming down


to us from God our Father, who created all the lights


in the heavens. He never changes.


JAMES 1:17 NLT


Count your blessings. That might be something you hear a lot, but do you know what it means? Every good thing in our lives is a blessing from God. Think of every good thing you possibly can.


Maybe today is hard. Maybe you feel like there are more bad things than good. It’s okay. Just start counting your blessings anyway. You might be surprised by how many there are!


Heavenly Father, you give everyone wonderful gifts. Thank you that you never change. You send down blessings like rays of light.




JANUARY 5


Ask Anything


Here is what we can be sure of when we come to God


in prayer. If we ask anything in keeping with what he


wants, he hears us. If we know that God hears what


we ask for, we know that we have it.


1 JOHN 5:14-15 NIRV


Can you think of a time when you really wanted something but you were afraid to ask? Why were you afraid? Did you think you hadn’t been good enough to get it? It can be hard to ask for what you want.


When you make God the most important person in your life, you can ask him for anything. You don’t need to be afraid. He likes it when you ask him things. He loves to hear your voice.


God, I want you more than anything in the world. I feel so safe when I ask you for things. You always give me what I need.




JANUARY 6


Cry Like a Baby


As a mother comforts her child,


I will comfort you.


ISAIAH 66:13-14 NIRV


It’s okay to cry like a baby sometimes. There are days when lots of things don’t go your way: someone is unkind to you, or you fall off your bicycle, or you feel afraid.


It’s okay to close your eyes and snuggle deep into God’s arms. He wants you there! Listen to him tell you how much he loves you. Let him gently rock you, and fill you with peace.


God, I need you to hold me and love me and tell me everything’s going to be okay today. Thank you for loving me even when I cry like a baby.




JANUARY 7


A Safe Place


My God is my rock.


I can run to him for safety.


The LORD saves me from those


who want to harm me.


2 SAMUEL 22:3 NCV


Sometimes we feel like we are in the middle of a battle. Just as we find shelter from the arrows, spears start to fly at us. When the Old Testament was written, these battles were real wars: the arrows and spears were real.


Today, the arrows might be more like bullies, hard homework, or fighting parents. But your hiding spot should always be the same. God is your safe place. Whenever you run to him, he is ready to protect you.


God, you are my protector. Thank you for your promise to rescue me. I can find peace in your love.




JANUARY 8


Lots of Questions


You will teach me God’s way to live.


Being with you will fill me with joy.


At your right hand I will find pleasure forever.


PSALM 16:11 ICB


There are some days when we have a lot of questions. There are many things that we don’t understand. Asking parents for help is pretty easy. They usually have good answers.


Did you know that God gave you someone who can answer all of your questions? The Holy Spirit is here to help us. He shows us what to do, and he fills us with joy.


Holy Spirit, thank you that you can answer all my questions. I trust you to show me what I need to know. I want to be filled with your joy.




JANUARY 9


Lifetime Guarantee


I truly believe


I will live to see the LORD’s goodness.


Wait for the LORD’s help.


Be strong and brave


and wait for the LORD’s help.


PSALM 27:13-14 ICB


What do you do when you get really sick? Usually you go to the doctor because you trust that they will help you to get better. We know that good doctors will give us the advice or medicine that we need to help, but sometimes it takes a while to work!


God is like a good doctor that we can trust to help us. We go to him and ask him to help make us strong because we believe that he cares so much for us.


God, thank you that I can trust you to help me any time that I come to you and ask. Help me to have courage because I know that you care for me.




JANUARY 10


Twirling with Joy


You changed my sorrow into dancing.


You took away my clothes of sadness,


and clothed me in happiness.


I will sing to you and not be silent.


LORD, my God, I will praise you forever.


PSALM 30:11-12 NCV


Was there ever a time when you lost something and were really sad, and then you found it and became really happy? The Bible says that God can help us to turn our sadness into happiness!


Sometimes we like to sing or shout when we are happy, sometimes we like to dance. When God turns your sadness into happiness, you won’t be able to be quiet, you will want to praise him!


Lord, thank you that you can fill my heart with joy. I will sing, dance, and praise you because you are good to me.




JANUARY 11


Truly Awesome


The heavens were made


when the LORD commanded it to happen.


All the stars were created by the breath of his mouth.


He gathers together the waters of the sea.


He puts the oceans in their places.


PSALM 33:6-7 NIRV


Have you ever tried to make something happen just by wishing it, or maybe even whispering it? Maybe you have said, “Sun, please come out,” or, “Ball, get into the goal!” Well, God did this when he made the universe—he just spoke the words, and it happened!


God is powerful and awesome! He can hold an ocean in his hand, and also know every hair on your little head. He is a God who can do big things, and a God that loves little things… especially you!


Lord God, when I think about how your words created the universe, and how the huge oceans are like little jars in your storehouse, I am so amazed! You are awesome!




JANUARY 12


Only for You


No king is saved by his great army.


No warrior escapes by his great strength.


Horses can’t bring victory.


They can’t save by their strength.


But the Lord looks after those who fear him.


He watches over those who put their hope in his love.


PSALM 33:16-18 ICB


Not everyone who can sing well will become famous. The fastest runner at your school might not make it to the Olympics. Sometimes we think that to be the best means that the whole world will notice us. But God didn’t give us gifts so that we could be famous; he gave us gifts so that we can show the world his love.


What things are you really good at? God wants you to do your best with the skills that he has given you, but most of all, he wants you to do it with a good heart.


God, I thank you for the gifts you have given me, and I will do my best, trusting you will show me how to use them for your good.




JANUARY 13


Be Healed


With you is the fountain of life;


in your light we see light.


PSALM 36:9 NRSV


When you’re thirsty, do you run to the desert or the fountain? If you are stumbling around in the dark, do you look for the light switch, or squeeze your eyes shut? When we need help, we are pretty good at knowing where to go!


God is like a lamp, lighting up the way we should go. He is like a water fountain, giving us new strength when we need it. All we have to do is come to him, because he can’t help us if we don’t let him.


Heavenly Father, sometimes I forget to ask you for help when I need it the most. Remind me to come to you when I need strength, because I trust that you will help me.




JANUARY 14


All Comfort


God is our merciful Father and the source of all


comfort. He comforts us in all our troubles so that we


can comfort others. When they are troubled, we will be


able to give them the same comfort God has given us.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:3-5 NLT


There are many ways that we can make ourselves feel better when we are sad. Sometimes food, a bath, a game, or fun music can help. God has given us a lot of good things in life, but the very best comfort we get is when we talk to him.


Did you know that God understands all of your troubles? Remember that he created you and sees you, every single day. The next time you are feeling sad, tell God about it. He will make a way for you to feel stronger and happier.


Heavenly Father, thank you that I can always talk to you when I feel upset. Thank you that you care so much about me and that you are always with me.




JANUARY 15


Beyond Sight


Wherever I am, though far away at the ends of the


earth, I will cry to you for help. When my heart is faint


and overwhelmed, lead me to the mighty, towering


Rock of safety.


PSALM 61:2 TLB


Have you ever tried to get through a paper maze? You might have even been in a real maze. Sometimes you get stuck. You hit a dead end, or go around in circles. Life can feel a little bit like that—you can feel lost or stuck.


The amazing thing about God is that he always knows where you are! You just need to call out to him and ask for help. He can tell you the way by letting you know the right direction.


Lord, how cool it is to know that when I am lost, I can call out to you. Your voice will be my help and your hands will pick me up.




JANUARY 16


So Thirsty


O God, you are my God; I seek you,


my soul thirsts for you;


my flesh faints for you,


as in a dry and weary land


where there is no water.


PSALM 63:1 NRSV


Have you ever been playing for so long that all the sudden you feel like you would fall over if you didn’t have any water? When you are that thirsty, all you can think about is getting a drink!


This Bible verse compares wanting God to being that thirsty. We might not feel like that right now, but the more we get to know God, the more we realize we need him—just like that drink of water!


Lord, help me to understand how much I need you. I want to have more of your help, your goodness, and your strength in my life.




JANUARY 17


Better than Life


Your unfailing love is better than life itself;


how I praise you!


PSALM 63:3 NLT


What are your favorite things in life? Is it your bike, or perhaps it’s ice-cream, a roller-coaster, playing sports, or just being with friends. It might be all of those things! Did you know that God created those? He wanted us to enjoy life because he loves us. That’s kind of what this verse is saying—that his love is better than life, because his love created all the great things in life.


The next time you are really enjoying something that you love, remember that God created it for you. And then remember to thank him for it.


Lord, nothing compares to your love. Help me to thank you for all the things in life that I enjoy, because I know they come from you.

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
& DAILY
~” ~DEVOTIONS






OEBPS/images/titlef.jpg





