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Introduction
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I am assuming that one of the reasons you have bought this book is that you actually like sailing. That may sound a pretty obvious statement, but it is amazing the number of people who buy a boat having never even set foot on one. There is lot to consider. First of all, how is it going to affect your life? Is your partner or your family going to be involved? If not, will they mind that you will spend many hours or whole weekends tinkering about on the boat, bringing lots of dirty equipment home to litter up your dining room? It all looks very tempting on a sunny day seeing a boat bobbing about on the water, but what about days when it is cold, rainy and far from idyllic?

 



Before you even consider buying a boat, try and experience at least a few hours on the water. If, having considered the above, you and your family are still keen, I hope this book will help guide you on an exciting new venture.

 



The process of buying a boat can be lengthy, expensive and stressful. Hours can be wasted traipsing around boatyards and marinas looking at boats that are nothing like the owner has described, or presented in such a poor condition that you wonder how well she has been maintained during the previous ownership.

 



Relying on brokers is not necessarily the answer either, as not all show a great deal of interest in actually finding a boat that fits your wish list. Some do, but often when dealing with smaller yachts, the relatively small commission they make doesn’t inspire them with enough enthusiasm to actively search for something to suit your requirements.

 



This book aims to arm you with much of the information necessary to make a clear judgement on what type of craft would best suit your requirements and advise you on how best to find your perfect boat with the least amount of heartache and expense.

 



First you need to establish what size and style of boat will meet your needs. The only way to do this properly is to work out what sort of sailing you and your family would like to participate in. You can then start to look for vessels that fit the bill.

 



This book takes you through every situation you’re likely to confront during the process of finding, inspecting, testing, surveying and finally buying the perfect boat for your own personal style of sailing. Subjects include hull and rig design, stability, construction materials, accommodation layouts and trial sails. There is also information on legal procedures, licensing, insurance and registration. You will also learn how to buy your dream boat without risking losing your money.

 



Buying a yacht marks the start of a voyage of discovery. You will never stop learning about yourself, your craft and the countless places to sail, whether local creeks or distant islands. It does not matter whether you buy a modest craft for weekend pottering or a vessel built for circling the world. You will have joined a relatively select group of seafarers who understand the pride that comes with yacht ownership. I trust that this book will help you at the start of that voyage. Happy sailing!

 



Duncan Kent




CHAPTER 1

What Type of Sailing Do You Want To Do?
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Before embarking on the long search to find your dream boat, it is imperative to have some idea of the type of sailing you want to do. Without it, you could find you’ve wasted a great deal of money and time before you finally end up with what you really want – if you ever do. Once you’ve worked out what you want from sailing it’s so much easier to find a boat that will suit you and your family’s needs.

 



Do discuss it at length with your family if they’re going to be joining you on the water. After all, if it’s to be a family hobby you don’t want to end up with a boat that will frighten them all away on their first outing, or you’ll be heading for some lonely sailing in the future! Sadly, too many people set out to buy their first boat after reading an inspiring account of cruising in the tropics by some salt-encrusted old gent who sails the oceans single-handed and navigates only by the stars. Whilst this might be the ultimate dream for some, and possibly many of you, you will need to start off with the right boat in order to build you and your family’s confidence, before moving on to bigger things. Jumping in at the deep end and trying to learn the basics of sailing in a large, heavy-displacement, ocean-going yacht will make the process so much harder – and possibly expensive too, as you gain valuable, but costly experience manoeuvring her in and out of tight marina berths.




Gaining Experience 

If you are new to sailing it is advisable to get as much experience of as many aspects of the sport as possible before investing in your own vessel.


Dinghy sailing and clubs 

Often the easiest way to get into sailing is by joining a club, of which there are hundreds dotted all around the UK. Don’t assume you have to go down to the sea to find one – there are plenty of sailing clubs on lakes and reservoirs that cater for all types of sailing craft from dinghies to quite large cruising yachts.

 



As an adult, if you want to try your hand at sailing via the dinghy/sailing club route it can be a great way to meet like-minded people and learn the basics in good company. Furthermore, if the club caters for cruising yachts as well as dinghies, you can often try out a few different types of yacht before choosing the one that you feel most closely meets your needs. At the end of the day, the more boats you sail of different types, the better idea you’ll get of what sort of sailing you really like doing.


Charter 

Chartering a yacht allows you to try before you buy – both the design of the yacht and the experience of living on board. If you don’t have the knowledge to sail the boat yourself then opt for a  skippered charter. Flotilla holidays can suit experienced dinghy sailors moving up to yachts. There is a wealth of charter opportunities around the UK and abroad.


Sailing school 

If you need to learn to sail or improve your skills then taking a course with a recognised sailing school is advisable. When choosing a school, try to find one with a yacht that might be along the lines of what you are after. There is little point learning to crew on a 50ft race yacht if you are thinking of buying a 28ft cruiser. The full range of sailing courses is covered in Chapter 17.


Volunteer crew 

Skippers are often on the lookout for crew, whether for long passages, summer cruises or regular day-sails. Have a look on the websites and notice-boards of local sailing clubs, or give them a call and ask for their advice. There are even specialist agencies, such as Crewseekers (www.crewseekers.net), that put skippers and crews together. Always establish the financial and insurance arrangements before accepting a crew place.

There are many sailing clubs inland as well
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Refining the Wish List 

As you gain experience you will develop a better understanding of what sort of sailing appeals to you. As you read through the book there will be dozens of decisions to make as you consider the elements of your perfect boat. To get the ball rolling it may be worth asking yourself which of the following you need your new boat to provide.

Should your new boat provide:
• shelter from the rain

• somewhere to sleep

• somewhere to cook

• a toilet

• an inboard engine

• exciting performance

• a large cockpit 

• the ability to beach/dry out

• standing headroom

• offshore ability

• separate cabins





You will also need to think about:
• Who will you sail with?

• Where will you keep the boat?

• What is your budget for purchase and annual expenditure?

• How practical are you?

• How many days will you sail each year?





Now think about how each of the following types of sailing fits with your decisions above.


Dinghy sailing 

Many people learn to sail in dinghies and there are hundreds of designs from the simple Mirror dinghy to the hi-tech Moth – an exotic-looking, lightweight boat that sails above the water on hydrofoils. What unifies dinghies is the likelihood that you will get wet and the possibility that you will capsize. Dinghies are the cheapest way to get sailing and the smaller ones can be carried on the roof of a car. They can also provide the most fun with some requiring helm and crew to dangle acrobatically from trapeze wires as the hull skims over the waves.

 



Choosing a dinghy is beyond the scope of this book but any sailing club will be able to advise you on the best way to start and the right craft to consider.


Day sailing 

If time or resources are limited, or if this is your first boat, then you may want to opt for an open day-sailer that can take four or six people in comfort across relatively protected waters such as estuaries. There will be a large area for seating and this spaciousness is the big advantage  of day-sailers. There may be a small covered area in the bow (known as a cuddy) to keep kit out of the rain or spray, but the crew is essentially exposed to the elements. There won’t be a toilet or anywhere to cook. The size of the boat and the fact that there is no shelter will limit where and when you sail.

Modern dinghies can be stable, fast and fun
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Overnight sailing 

One step up from day-sailers are craft that have some form of sleeping accommodation below. The cuddy will be extended into a small cabin though there will not be room to stand up. If you are lucky there will be a chemical heads (toilet) and a single gas ring but do not expect a separate loo or galley (kitchen). This is more like camping than caravanning and the extra accommodation will eat up space in the cockpit.

This small day-sailer can be rigged and launched in less than an hour
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Coastal and inshore cruising 

Those of you who are looking to take to the sea with your families and friends will need to be looking for a more substantial boat – one that can handle a wider variety of weather and sea conditions without causing fright or seasickness to her crew. Unlike smaller day-boats, which are often open to the elements, coastal cruising yachts will usually be decked and will most likely have some form of accommodation below, albeit not necessarily luxurious!

 



The importance of the cabin is to provide some respite for the crew in foul weather, to change clothing or to prepare a cuppa or a meal during a passage. Obviously, the more sophisticated the interior, the more versatile it will be. If you plan to spend nights on board then you’ll clearly need bunks and probably a portable toilet at the very least. Water and some means of cooking are useful too, if you don’t want to spend money eating ashore.

 



Of course many boat owners will opt to sail just for the day, then tie up in a marina in the evening to use the showers and to eat ashore, only coming back to the boat to sleep. These boats won’t  need a sophisticated galley for preparing main meals or a smart heads with a shower. If the price of a pub or restaurant meal is factored into an annual holiday budget, then it might not seem too bad, but if you want to sail regularly at weekends, then the costs of eating out will soon start to mount up.

 



One of the most common traps to fall into when buying your first cruising boat is to over-specify your requirements. Often prospective boat owners hear stories of others crashing through huge waves and high winds, and feel they will probably need an ocean-going yacht to cope with the occasional spot of stormy weather. But to be honest, with careful planning it is unlikely you’ll get caught out in really bad weather when coastal cruising, particularly if you have chosen a route that has plenty of ‘fall-back’ refuges along the way in case the going gets too tough or uncomfortable.

A small cruiser of less than 30ft in length can take you almost anywhere
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I know of numerous couples of all ages who have sailed on their own for many, many years and always managed to avoid getting into a situation that they can’t cope with by dint of cautious planning and meticulous preparation. I have been sailing for over four decades and I can count on the fingers of one hand the number of times I’ve been caught in a really bad storm whilst coastal cruising. There have been times, particularly in the Mediterranean, when the conditions have cut up rough and we’ve had to run for the nearest bolthole. But before I set out I always read up on the possible fall-back ports or sheltered anchorages along my route and note down a few important navigation marks and transits, so that, if it should by any chance look as if it might be about to turn a bit nasty, I already know where I can go and what to expect when I get there.

 



So, if your ideal is to stay in sight of land most of the time, then you’ll only waste time and money looking for a boat that is designed to ride out storm-force winds in the middle of an open ocean. After all, if you fall in love with sailing so much that you decide you want to start going further afield and crossing large oceans, you can always upgrade to another boat that is specifically  designed for offshore/ocean use, by which time you’ll probably have a much better idea of what you really want anyway.

 



For those who just fancy a spot of fair-weather cruising within sight of land and then stopping in a marina or sheltered anchorage for the night and using shore-based facilities, a modern, spacious design with high interior volume will be more suitable and child-friendly and you’ll have much more space to entertain guests – maybe even accommodate them for the occasional night.

 



As soon as you’ve some idea of what boat you think might suit the style of sailing you’re interested in doing, then I highly recommend you charter an identical, or at least very similar yacht to get a real, hands-on feel for her.


Offshore and ocean cruising 

There are some folk who suddenly decide, out of the blue, that the time has arrived for them to embark on a life-changing expedition. These intrepid adventurers often go straight out and buy a blue water cruising yacht before they really know what they need, or even want. If you have pots of money and are happy to heed the advice of someone well experienced in this type of venture, then you might just get away with it. But it’ll cost you. By far the best way is to get used to sailing in a smaller coastal cruiser first, which will give you many more ideas about which boat designs and equipment you would really want for long-term sailing and living aboard. It also means that when you make mistakes, which you undoubtedly will, the inevitable reparations won’t totally clean out your bank account!

 



Open-ocean sailing in a monohull requires a sturdy, deep-keeled vessel with a sea-kindly motion. The latter is more important than some people realise when choosing an ocean cruiser. It is vital that you can live, eat, sleep and work aboard your boat in mid-ocean, day and night. A yacht that slams into an oncoming sea, or is too heavy for the autopilot to steer in high winds, can be a nightmare on prolonged passages – tiring the crew and seriously increasing the likelihood of accidents caused by careless mistakes.

 



If you plan to live aboard for extended periods, you have to consider the accommodation and the yacht’s systems extremely carefully. If you have little experience of cruising, then unless you’re fortunate enough to have friends who have already done it, and you’re willing to take someone else’s word for it, you’re unlikely to be able to choose the right yacht for the job or prepare it properly for ocean sailing.

 



Before you make up your mind and start throwing your money around ask yourself a few soul-searching questions. What would I/we do in a life-threatening emergency, such as a man overboard, thousands of miles offshore in the middle of the night? What if the diesel tanks become infected with the fuel bug so the engine fails and there is no means to charge the batteries? Or the water-maker dies? Or the sails get destroyed in a storm?

 



These are just a few of the more serious, but nevertheless not untypical incidents that can happen at any moment when cruising across oceans. And as important as good quality equipment might be, the ultimate key to your survival is within yourselves. It’s easy to be full of bravado before you leave your home country for months, possibly years, but are you sure you’re 100% ready to leave it all behind and become full-time seafarers?

 



Some people jokingly state that before you think about going blue water sailing you should try living in a cupboard for a week while someone rocks it back and forth violently and then opens the door to shower you with cold water every couple of hours! Okay, so this might seem overly pessimistic, but I wouldn’t want to encourage someone to go to sea who doesn’t know exactly what they are likely to face, and is not fully capable of coping with the worst that might happen – especially when they’re involving their partner and/or family in such a massive lifestyle change.

A more seriously equipped yacht is required for ocean cruising
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That said – hundreds do it and most love every minute of it and only wonder why they didn’t do it many years earlier. Many take children, who experience things first-hand that can only be described in the classroom. It can be a fantastic way of life, a great way to see the world and make new friends, but it is not for everybody.




CHAPTER 2

What Type of Boat Should You Buy?
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Trailer-Sailers 

Almost all day-boats and most overnight-sailers can be towed behind a car and so can be classified as trailer-sailers. Most could also be left on a swinging mooring or in a marina berth, but if you can simply hitch the boat up to your car and take it back home with you when you’re not using it, then you’ll avoid shelling out for storage and/or mooring charges – often the biggest annual expense for a boat owner – and have more spending money to keep her in tip-top condition and replace old equipment.

 



The key factors you need to bear in mind when looking to buy a trailer-sailer are size, weight and the ease and speed with which she can be rigged and launched. Lightweight dinghies and open day-boats up to 750 kg and 16ft in length rarely cause problems with towing and can be manhandled easily on a slipway by one or two people.

Trailer-sailers usually have retractable keels for ease of towing
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Rigs on this size of boat are usually designed to be raised by hand – either by brute force, or by the use of some sort of A-frame tackle. In the latter case these mechanisms are usually provided along with the boat. Some even remain attached to the boat permanently.

 



Genuine trailer-sailers will most likely have some form of retractable keel as well. Although it is possible to trail a bilge-keeled boat, they are usually a little more awkward to launch and recover given the depth of water required for them to float on and off the trailer. For this reason, with a bilge-keeler you really need a separate launching trailer to keep the road trailer’s wheels, bearings and brakes from being submerged in saltwater and subsequently damaged.

 



With a retractable keel – whether it lifts or swings up – it will nearly always take up some of the accommodation space below deck in the form of a keel box. On smaller boats this can be a little restrictive, but some more clever designs have this built into the furniture, so it’s less intrusive. Retracting keels are usually raised by some form of mechanical winch (see Chapter 4) and often it’s preferable if this is on deck rather than down below – especially in a small boat without a great deal of winch-handle swinging room below.

Inside the Anderson 22 the keel box becomes part of the furniture
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Most trailer-able boats are powered by small outboards, which are easy to take home for safe keeping and servicing. Nowadays the smaller, lighter two-stroke outboards (those that run on an oil/petrol mixture) have been effectively outlawed due to their inability to meet the latest stringent EU emission levels. Use of the old engines is still legal, however, so you might well find you inherit one with the boat. Two-stroke engines with the more sophisticated oil-injection systems are the less polluting of these motors, but older ones, such as the Seagull (where you have to mix petrol and oil together in a container before fuelling it up) are most definitely becoming collector’s items.

 



All new outboard motors use the more complex four-stroke petrol engine. They are often quieter and less smoky than their two-stroke counterparts, but their substantial extra weight needs to be considered, particularly when towing and manhandling it on and off the boat. Four-stroke outboards are also fussy about the way you lay them down. Ideally they prefer to remain upright all the time, as this keeps the engine oil where it should be – in the sump beneath the engine. But there is usually a prescribed way to lay them down horizontally during transportation that doesn’t allow the oil to back-feed into the cylinders. If you get it wrong and the engine cylinders fill up with oil, you not only risk it seizing up, but also causing possible damage to the valves – that is, if you manage to get it to fire up at all.

The Hurley 20 is a surprisingly roomy boat down below
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If you choose a boat over 750kg or 16ft length overall (LOA), you are starting to look at towing a much larger (possibly four-wheel) trailer, requiring a more powerful towing vehicle and a few extra crew to help you rig and launch her. In return, though, you’ll have a boat that you can live aboard in reasonable comfort for long weekends, or even the odd week or two without too much discomfort. I lived happily on a 20ft Hurley bilge-keeler in the past and spent several nights with another two burly fellas on board as well. Apart from the tumultuous snoring and the game of twister in the morning as we scrambled for our wet-weather gear, we coped perfectly well – although the heads were strictly out of bounds!


The right vehicle 

Of course there are going to be limitations on the size of boat you can tow on a trailer and this is usually dictated by the size of your car. Pretty much the largest or heaviest boat you can tow with a normal car in the UK is around two tonnes (2000 kg). Any heavier than this and you need a specialist vehicle, which will once again start racking up the costs, unless you simply hire one occasionally when you want to move it. Realistically, most medium-sized saloon or estate cars can safely tow up to a tonne (1 000 kg) or so. Larger, long-wheelbase estate models may do so up to 1 500 kg, but it is generally recommended that you shouldn’t tow more than 85% of the towing vehicle’s kerb weight (vehicle weight plus 75kg per person and 1 kg per litre of fuel carried). There are strict regulations governing towing in the UK and Europe, a comprehensive summary of which can be found at the UK government’s website (www.dft.gov.uk). What’s more, it’s not just the fully-loaded trailer’s weight you have to worry about – the total combined weight of vehicle and trailer is limited as well, usually by the car’s manufacturer, so don’t think you can necessarily pile an outboard motor and all your gear into the boot without doing a few sums first!

 



All modern passenger-carrying vehicles have a recommended maximum towing load weight stated in their handbook and on their vehicle identification number (VIN) plate, so that the optimum braking performance of the vehicle isn’t compromised. If in doubt, contact the maker of your car or check out the towing specifications on the Internet.

 



Another factor that restricts what boat you can trail is its physical size. The width and length of the vehicle and trailer together must not exceed certain rules laid down by law. Generally, if a vehicle and fully loaded trailer’s combined gross weight do not exceed 3 500 kg, then you are limited to within 2.55 m width by 7.00 m in length for the trailer and its load.

 



It is also worth noting that trailers capable of carrying a load greater than 750 kg must have brakes that automatically activate when the towing vehicle itself applies its brakes and a safety chain to keep the trailer attached to the car, should the tow-ball mechanism fail. Trailers over 1 500 kg must have a device that will also engage the trailer’s own braking system should it break away from the towing vehicle.

Get some local advice before you launch into unknown waters
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Apart from having to ensure that your vehicle and trailer are a safe combination to drive on public roads, it is easy to be put off trailer-sailing by worries about actually launching the boat.

 



Providing you heed the advice from those who know and understand the pitfalls – particularly locals and regulars to the particular launch slip that you plan to use – launching a boat is not at all problematic or dangerous. As with most things concerned with boats and boating, it’s all in the planning – well, maybe not all, but knowing what to expect and preparing yourself for a variety of possible problems can only stand you in good stead should the worst happen.


Large trailer-sailers 

A number of owners buy ‘trailer-able’ boats, but not necessarily trailer-sailers. By ‘trailer-able’ I mean boats that are within the limit for towing on a double-axle braked trailer behind a powerful 4 × 4, but are then rigged and launched for the entire summer season – leaving them on a mooring or marina berth when not in use.

The 24ft Cornish Crabber is an ideal size for towing
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This can be an economic way of sailing, provided you have somewhere cheap or free to store her for the rest of the year. As with all trailer-able boats you also gain the advantage of being able to take her to a new cruising area each year, even abroad, without the trouble of having to sail there first.
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