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We have a great sporting culture here at Norton Rose Fulbright, and we want to help make sure every child can enjoy sport. As rugby fans, we are particularly delighted to support Wooden Spoon through our corporate responsibility programme in London.


We believe that every child should have the chance to thrive in life, and so our charitable agenda across the whole of our legal practice focuses on improving opportunities for children and young people who are disadvantaged – whether physically, mentally or socially. I am proud to support Wooden Spoon, whose personal values so closely match our own.


Our focus is on local organisations where we feel we can make a real impact and benefit the communities in which we work. As well as providing funds for Wooden Spoon, we also encourage our people to participate in volunteering and fund-raising initiatives.


I wish everyone at Wooden Spoon a rewarding year ahead, and I would like to thank every person involved for their ongoing dedication and devotion to disadvantaged and disabled children in the UK.
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Peter Martyr


Global Chief Executive


Norton Rose Fulbright
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As the 2016/17 season gets underway, there is no doubt that this is a hugely exciting time to be associated with the game of rugby. Last season marked the sixth year of HSBC’s sponsorship of the World Rugby Sevens Series, and it is fair to say that it was a truly ground breaking year. In the women’s game it was our pleasure to be the first ever title sponsor of the Women’s Series, as the women’s game took another huge step forward.


All of this led to a pivotal moment for the sport, rugby’s inclusion in the Olympic Games. We were extremely proud to see the stars of the World Rugby Sevens Series that we know and love compete on the biggest global stage. For HSBC the appeal of sevens rugby is clear. The World Series goes all over the world to some of the biggest rugby nations, but it also gives opportunities to some of rugby’s fastest developing nations to grow their game on the world stage.


HSBC continues to invest in the present and future of rugby more broadly. Sevens is a great way to introduce young people to the game and we are proud to support the development of the next generation through sponsoring rugby festivals across the globe. We also partner with the world’s largest schools sevens competition at Rosslyn Park. Away from Sevens, we are delighted to have extended our partnership with the Wallabies and we also continue to support Hong Kong men’s and women’s teams.


With the Olympics now complete on the back of a wildly successful 2015 Rugby World Cup, rugby is truly booming. With new growth and new opportunities, 2016/17 looks set to be the biggest ever season for rugby, and we can’t wait to see it get started.
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Giles Morgan


Global Head of Sponsorship and Events


HSBC Holdings plc
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HRH The Princess Royal,


Royal Patron of Wooden Spoon.
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The Welsh Regions


What Does the Future Hold?


by STEVE BALE


‘But for this thing ever to work properly, there remains an overriding problem: the fundamental dichotomy between the Wales team and the four regional feeders’
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Scarlets, Wales’s highest-finishing region in the 2015-16 PRO12, on the way to defeat in Galway against Connacht, the Irish ‘Cinderella’ province who won the title.





The Welsh regional sides, all four of them compared with the outsize 18 who used to form the pre-professional Merit Table, are given a persistently hard time by their opponents on the pitch and by their critics off it. It would help if they had had more than one qualifier, the Scarlets, for this season’s European Champions Cup, or indeed if they had had a PRO12 semi-finalist. That would have to have been the Scarlets too, but their challenge faded to nothing like everyone else’s.


These failures would by themselves make an easy target of the Scarlets, Ospreys, Blues and Dragons as a collective. But there are also issues of identity, or wider regional appeal, which particularly afflict the Dragons in Newport and Blues in Cardiff. Combine these various failings and there is too little clarity about how and when these institutions might secure the success – whether in trophies or indeed appealing to a wider public – that in turn would properly underwrite Wales’s success.


There is an alternative view, though. For all the dispersal, or destruction, of loyalties that had stood for decades, the umbrella body Pro Rugby Wales (PRW) contends that between them the regions actually attract more support than all those ‘senior’ clubs had done for years.


‘I am an engineer, so tend to work in facts and figures,’ said Mark Davies, PRW’s chief executive. ‘I understand all the romance of the past. We all look with rose-tinted spectacles.


‘But the consistent level of attendance, season tickets and commercial support from local businesses is vastly greater than it ever was at club level.


‘We have to be realistic. We have four regions in a south Wales corridor with 1.9 million people. On that basis our attendance as a proportion of our available population will be considerably greater than any other country.’


Even if you disagree with Davies’ assertion, or dismiss him as a partial witness, he is right to defend his regions’ interests as effectively the only game in town for sub-international Welsh rugby. Unless the Welsh Rugby Union rip it all up and reboot the entire pro game in the Principality. Unlikely.


It is worth remembering that during Wales’s years of high, if intermittent, achievement from the 2005 Grand Slam, every single one of their protagonists, including those who fetched up playing in France or England, came through the regional system. Some such as Jonathan Davies and Dan Lydiate even came back, and the WRU are pumping an ever-increasing flow of cash into the national dual contracts that have made this possible. This may not be a fair exchange, but for every emigrating Taulupe Faletau there is an immigrating Bradley Davies.
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Wales and Lions centre Jonathan Davies scores for Clermont Auvergne against Exeter Chiefs in the 2015-16 Champions Cup. Davies is back at Scarlets for 2016-17.
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Wasps’ Lawrence Dallaglio, Gregor Townsend of Borders and Neil Jenkins of Celtic Warriors at the launch of the 2003-04 Heineken Cup. The future was not so bright for Warriors who disbanded at the end of that, their one and only, season. In the event, three years later Borders had gone too.





Here again is the worthy Mark Davies, whose experience previous to PRW includes being head of Honda’s European motorcycles division as well as the Scarlets’ chief executive: ‘We are trying to run five competitive entities, four regions and one national side, out of a pro player base in Wales of just 200. The challenge for the regions is having the resources for the strength in depth needed across a long season if you are carrying a 25 per cent injury rate, and have the impact of call-ups for an international side, from just four clubs against, say, 12 in England or 14 in France.’


Davies makes a reasonable point even if it does lose something in the translation when we consider the drastic diminution of the France team at a time of unprecedented TV-derived wealth in the Top 14. Even the Irish, hitherto a standing rebuke for the Welsh, have started feeling the pinch. That said, Connacht’s formidable achievement in winning the 2015-16 PRO12 shows how it can be done – the ‘Cinderella’ Irish province outgunning their better-heeled compatriots, all of whom are previous winners of this league. But all four of Connacht, Leinster, Ulster and Munster finished in the top six, so made Europe’s elite competition. The Scarlets managed fifth, but the Blues, Ospreys and Dragons trailed in seventh, eighth and tenth. The excuse of international calls applies no less to the Irish than the Welsh.


At least in Ireland there is no identity problem, though those of us who used to attend, say, Pontypool’s nondescript annual match against Munster in the 1980s would know there was nothing certain about the provincial rugby sides becoming the forces they eventually did. The Welsh regions have no such historical or cultural legitimacy. But what they do have is a powerful rugby heritage from the previous eminent clubs of Wales, Pontypool being one. There would be no logical reason for that project to fail but for the parochialism that once seemed to be a strength of Welsh rugby. You have only to consider the apparently insoluble difficulty Cardiff Blues have had in creating any affinity with the Valleys communities around Pontypridd – despite a major percentage of their players coming from that very area – to understand.


There again, this goes back to the very formation of regional rugby in 2003, when Cardiff were given stand-alone status to leave the Valleys represented by the Warriors’ Bridgend/Pontypridd franchise. When this fifth region was disbanded after a solitary season, the mess was of the WRU’s creation. For some it has never been cleaned up. The Valleys backbiting against the Blues, and against the Dragons from their Gwent hinterland including Pontypool for that matter, is strident and continuous; also deeply undermining when the Blues are supposed to represent a far wider area than just Cardiff, and the Dragons than Newport.


If there is hope that such divisions will ever be healed, perhaps it will come from the younger generation who have never known anything other than a regional set-up. Dan Biggar and Alun Wyn Jones, to take two obvious examples, are youngsters’ heroes in Swansea – or Neath – because they are Ospreys, not All Whites or All Blacks. Swansea and Neath are no longer an unholy alliance.


But for this thing ever to work properly, there remains an overriding problem: the fundamental dichotomy between the Wales team and the four regional feeders, the grievance that the regions are forever undermined by the national team they serve. Every autumn and every New Year, off the international players go, leaving coaches such as the Ospreys’ Steve Tandy to juggle with resources limited in number, diminished in age and depleted in experience. With a World Cup in 2015 as well, it was more than Tandy could withstand. Hence the Ospreys’ appearance down in the European Challenge Cup for the very first time in their 14 seasons. ‘We are proud of the number of guys we send to the national camp and want to continue making the substantial contribution we do,’ Tandy said.


‘But it does get harder every year with the players we bring in being younger and younger. Resources tend to mean we are getting thinner and thinner. They are coming through thick and fast but we have to get them coming through thicker and faster than ever.’


Last season, Test absences compounded by injuries, the Ospreys manifestly failed in Tandy’s laudable endeavour. The notion that Wales may just have had some responsibility had never been properly articulated until Andrew Hore was departing as the Ospreys’ chief executive. Lest we forget, professional Welsh rugby amounts to more than merely Wales, just like its amateur predecessor, though the prevalent, sardonic, description of Wales as ‘the fifth region’ plays into the narrative of everything deriving from the national team.


As he left the liabilities of the Liberty Stadium behind to take up a sunnier new life with the Waratahs in Sydney, across the Tasman from his native New Zealand, Hore begged to differ. ‘We definitely need to stop looking at international rugby as the only income-generating part of the game,’ he said.


‘It’s professional rugby as a whole that does that. All the regions have been successful in developing young players. It’s good for our club to have internationals, but what makes us start to wonder whether it’s worth it is when these guys are being thrashed week in week out.


‘What people don’t see is there is a lot of hurt in our game outside the national team that will ultimately be reflected in the national team.’


Hore had a specific objection to the fourth November Test the WRU annually shoehorn into the calendar. This wilfully helps undermine the regions’ European prospects in order to generate revenue without regard to their stated ideal of ‘player welfare’, let alone regional welfare. But if the union can also take the money by agreeing an extra post-season Test at Twickenham – as they gratuitously did – then Andrew Hore and the hard-pressed regions in need of help not hindrance are preaching to the deaf.
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Alun Wyn Jones of Ospreys wins line-out ball against Exeter Chiefs at Sandy Park. Younger followers tend to view such playeres as regional heroes rather than harking back to earlier club rivalries.
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‘If You Build It …’


Cleo and the Zimbabwe Academy


by DAVID STEWART


‘It will help keep players around, groom them for national and club rugby, so these become competitive. A lot of players will have something to look forward to’
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Cleopas Makotose, a Zimbabwe international from 2003 to 2015, and skipper of the national side for five years from 2005, who is now trying to establish a rugby academy in his home country.





It is tempting to see Cleopas Makotose as a 21st-century Ray Kinsella, the character played in Field of Dreams by Kevin Costner, who when looking at his cornfield, hears a voice say, ‘If you build it, he will come’. Swap a baseball diamond in Iowa for a rugby academy in Harare, and one gets an insight into the ambitious thinking of the former Zimbabwean captain.


Tonderai Chavhanga, Brian Mujati, Tendai (‘the Beast’) Mtawarira (all South Africa), Takudzwa Ngwenya (USA), David Denton (Scotland) and the great David Pocock (Australia) are current or recent internationals. Leicester’s Mike Williams and Exeter’s Dave Ewers may be future English Test players. All are from Zimbabwe. So too were Bobby Skinstad, Adrian Garvey, Gary Teichmann, David Smith and the late Ian Robertson (all went south and became Springboks), while David Curtis followed his father Bryan into an Irish jersey. The country has long been a producer of rugby talent.


Makotose is another. He emerged from the famous Plumtree School in Matabeleland, which has produced Victor Olonga, another former national captain, and brother Henry, the Test cricketer. His debut for the Sables, as the national team is styled, was at home to Uganda in 2003 at inside centre. Cleo went on to earn most of his caps in midfield, forming a solid pairing with Daniel Hondo (later to become the Sables Sevens coach, and now a collaborator in the academy enterprise). Former coach Chris Lampard, who had spotted Cleo’s leadership potential when in charge at Under 21 level, later appointed him as captain of the senior side in 2005, a role he held for the next five seasons. Brendan Dawson is one of his country’s most capped players, and provides a link to the heady days of their participation in the 1991 World Cup. Under the coaching of the former back-row forward, and with Cleo a fixture in the side, they won the Africa Cup in 2012, and retained the tri-nations series title (involving Kenya and Uganda) in which the Sables had triumphed the previous year.


Enock Muchinjo, a local sports journalist, describes Makotose as ‘known for his fierce patriotism and dedication to the national cause, a warrior through and through’. Those qualities drive his new ambition. Along with others in the local game, Cleo recognises that those leaving school are inadequately prepared for adult rugby compared with their contemporaries in South Africa or the UK. The introduction to his business plan recites, ‘Most schoolboys do not persist after leaving because of a lack of opportunity domestically. We want to make the sport a better hobby, even a career option for more boys. An analysis of what made our recent Springboks excel gave birth to this project.’ Dumile Moyo, former chairman of the national team fund-raising committee, said ‘an academy is essential for the identification, nurturing and development of talent. Participants need access to professional seasoned coaches including visiting ones and enjoy specialised training like conditioning, defence, attack and other specialised skills.’


World Rugby are aware of the issue. Following a review of the progress made by Tier Two nations in the 2015 World Cup, Head of Competitions & Performance Mark Egan said, ‘The three key pillars we invested in over the last four years were competition structure, high performance and coaching structures and strength and conditioning.’ It is to be hoped this approach will now be adopted by the global governing body with the next tier of competing countries. One indication of faith from Egan’s colleagues in the Zimbabwean game was the honour of hosting the World Rugby U20 Trophy (B Division) in April. Samoa beat Spain in sudden death in extra time of the final, thus securing promotion to the World Rugby U20 Championship, the A Division event, in 2017.


Economic and political conditions in the country have been far from ideal in recent years, but it is a shame the Zimbabwe Rugby Union have made little demonstrable progress in this area. Their website has a heading marked ‘development’, but clicking on it at any stage to date in 2016 reveals a blank page underneath. As assistant coach to the national women’s Sevens, Cleo is still working inside the system, while pursuing the academy initiative independently.


The likes of Mtawarira and Mujati, contemporaries both, have been supportive. So too Gareth Jones, the former Western Province loose-head prop and now chairman of False Bay RFC in Cape Town, where Makotose played for a season. Cleo visited the UK in February 2016 seeking advice and investment. An overture to Reg Clark, managing director of Rhino, proved fruitful – he is now their representative for the south-central and East African region, providing a ready source of equipment and technical back-up. When Albert Pestana of Rhino Rugby South Africa visited he observed, ‘Zimbabwe has the raw natural talent to compete very favourably at Fifteens and Sevens. I was impressed with the skills and tenacity when watching Under-17 and Under-18 trial matches at Chinhoyi.’


Noddy Kanyangarara, current ZRU vice-president and former national side manager, is in no doubt. ‘An academy is key in Zim rugby though it has to start from the bottom [Under-13s] and build upwards. The structure of the schools season does not help with development, as kids just get to play rugby in the second term and move to other sports in the third and first terms. In an academy, they are kept together training throughout the year and improving their skills and possibly getting game time. Those Under-13s will then move up the following year into Under-14s then the next batch comes through. Within four years you will develop talent that can filter into national teams.’
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Cleo with Albert Pestana of Rhino Rugby South Africa, who was impressed by the talent on display at trials matches he attended in Zimbabwe.
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Cleo tries to shake off Luke Morahan of Australia during the 2009 Hong Kong Sevens.





Dawson’s successor and present Sables coach Cyprian Mandenge agrees. ‘It will help keep players around, groom them for national and club rugby, so these become competitive. A lot of players will have something to look forward to. We need qualified coaches there, as at the moment we are having to teach some basics at national level.’


Cleo retired from international rugby in 2015, following wins over Kenya and Tunisia. He also represented his country with distinction in the Sevens arena. The connection with the award-winning film mentioned at the top of this article is not entirely coincidental. The playing career of Modreck Makotose, his elder brother, was cut short by a car accident in Bulawayo a week after his call-up to the national side. Modreck went on to become development manager of the ZRU, but died of malaria in 2012. The establishment of an effective and high-functioning academy would be a wonderful tribute to Cleo’s late brother, and a tremendous shot in the arm for Zimbabwean rugby.






An On and Off Affair


Rugby and the Olympic Games


by CHRIS THAU


‘In 1900, France, who selected a team from the Paris region captained by the legendary Frantz Reichel, became the first Olympic champions at rugby’
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France, the first Olympic rugby champions, who beat a side from Germany and one from Great Britain to win the gold medal at the Paris Games of 1900.





There is ample evidence that rugby, a game Baron Pierre de Coubertin had both preached and practised, was one of the favourite sports of the founder of the modern Olympics. The baron was in his early twenties when he visited Rugby School several times between 1883 and 1887. By that time rugby football was well established in the British Isles, and was making inroads among de Coubertin’s young countrymen in a handful of clubs in Le Havre and Paris. The baron was a multifarious sporting talent engaged in boxing, fencing, rowing, horse-riding and, after his visits to Rugby, in ‘football-rugby’ as the game was called in France at the time. After his return from England, de Coubertin became an active promoter of physical education in general and ‘football-rugby’ in particular, which he managed to introduce into several schools in Paris, securing the long-term future of the game in France, which led to his induction into the World Rugby Hall of Fame in 2007. He went on playing rugby with his friends in the Bois de Boulogne and although there is no information about his prowess, his knowledge of the finer points of the game was well respected by his peers, who elected him to referee the inaugural French Championship final of 1892, between Stade Français and Racing Club de France.


In 1900, France, who selected a team from the Paris region captained by the legendary Frantz Reichel (one of de Coubertin’s friends), became the first Olympic champions at rugby by beating Frankfurt (the club representing Germany) 27-17 and Moseley Wanderers (a selection from the Midlands clubs, which included several players from Moseley RFC, representing Britain) 27-8. The final match of the rugby tournament between Germany and Britain did not take place, because the Wanderers team had to return to England after their game against the French, which was played on a Sunday. The rugby matches drew big crowds and were afforded large press coverage.
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Baron Pierre de Coubertin, rugby enthusiast and founder of the modern Olympic Games, with rugby friends.





Not unexpectedly, the American organisers of the St. Louis Olympics chose American football rather than rugby as a demonstration sport in 1904, but the 1908 Games, held in London, brought rugby back into the Olympic programme. Great Britain were originally scheduled to meet France, with the winners taking on Australia, but one week before the match France withdrew on the grounds that they could not raise a representative team and the two remaining entrants, Australia, represented by a team selected from the touring Wallabies, and Great Britain, represented by English county champions Cornwall, met in the only match of the 1908 Games. The visitors, who fielded a very strong side including their youngest tourist, Daniel Carroll, destined to become rugby’s first double Olympic gold medallist, demolished Cornwall 32-3.


Rugby was absent from the Olympic programme in 1912, but after the Great War it re-emerged as an Olympic sport at the 1920 Games in Antwerp. The Home Unions did not take part, arguing that the event held in September was too early in the season to enable the British to compete on equal terms with the other teams. The Romanians and Czechoslovakia withdrew at the last moment, which left the USA, represented by a team of Californian students, and France as the only two competitors. The US, coached by their former Wallaby outside half Daniel Carroll, surprised the French with the vigour of their game and the precision of their defensive work and won the match 8-0 and with it the Olympic title.


The Games of the VIII Olympiad commenced on 4 May 1924 and lasted nearly three months, with the closing ceremony taking place on 27 July. Among the 3092 athletes from 44 countries competing in 17 sports, there were some 60 rugby players representing the reigning Olympic champions, the USA, the hosts France and newcomers Romania.


There was a huge gap in terms of ability and experience between the French, captained by their veteran No. 8 René Lasserre of Grenoble, who had made his international debut before the Great War ten years earlier, and the inexperienced Romanians, captained by their ageing centre-threequarter Nicolae Marascu, one of the pioneers of the game in the country. Not unexpectedly, the French despatched the newcomers from Eastern Europe by a record 61 points to 3 margin – according to some sources the score was actually 59-3 – scoring a record 13 tries in the process, including four by their famous winger Adolphe Jauréguy. On the following Sunday, 11 May, the US, captained by full back Charlie Doe, an Olympic gold medallist in 1920, comprehensively defeated Romania 37-0. The vocal French crowd supported Romania, who although they gave a good account of themselves were thoroughly outplayed by their bigger, faster, stronger and, to the surprise of the French, more skilful opponents. The defeat ended Romania’s campaign in the Olympics but secured them the bronze, their first ever Olympic medal.
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Wooden Spoon is motivated by its rugby heritage and with the continued
support of its volunteers and the rugby community, the charity continues its
important work to transform the lives of children and young people with a disability
or facing disadvantage. As the children’s charity of rugby, Wooden Spoon uses
rugby to support a wide range of projects that are not just rugby focused. From
sensory rooms, specialist playgrounds and sports activity areas to respite and medical
centres and community based projects, the charity has funded 68 projects in last year,
making a difference to 20,000 disabled and disadvantaged children and their families
across the UK and Ireland.

Wooden Spoon’s vision is that every child and young person, no matter what
their background, has access to the same opportunites through the power of rugby.
‘They have launched a new campaign to provide young people with disabilities better
opportunities to become involved with Wheelchair Rugby. With Team GB Olympic
and Paralympic role models demonstrating commitment for their chosen sports,
Wooden Spoon recognises the opportunity to help more young people with a
disability access the physical, social and emotional benefits of playing sport.

As Patron of Wooden Spoon I thank you for giving Wooden Spoon the ability
t0 do so much for so many and wish you continued success in your fundraising
activiies.
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Where complex transactions require
a confident approach,
A top legal brand, we have the industry

we’re there. understanding and global perspective needed to
tackle the most complex challenges. Our service
is cross-border and keenly commercial, and it is
delivered by lawyers with deep industry knowledge.
This means, we can help you make your next move
with confidence.
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