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All proceeds from the sale of this book will go to the charity Choose Love https://chooselove.org/
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“We are pioneering a new movement in humanitarian aid: fast, flexible and transparent. We go where the need is greatest, find the local organisations doing the most effective work, and give them what they need to help people – whether that’s funding, material aid or volunteers. With this model, we’ve managed to reach over 4.8 million people through over 476 projects in 41 countries, with 82% of your donations going directly towards supporting refugees.”


		

	

		

For Rita and John








This is an account of the fun and games I had over a two-year period following the band B∆STILLE, written primarily for fans of the band.


I have included over twenty familiar song titles, some hidden, some not, and a few favourite lyrics for genuine fans to find. 


My descriptions of the band are mostly my own opinions and hopefully some true facts. Any mistakes are unintentional.
		






 


 


		

		‘Been there, done that, bought the t-shirt’
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NO BAD DAYS
 WHEN YOU HAVE WHEELS, FRIENDS AND MUSIC




1. Not so close encounters
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I was diagnosed with primary progressive multiple sclerosis twelve years ago and was sent on my way without any treatment available. For me it seems to be one of the least debilitating versions of MS with the effects appearing extremely slowly. Currently I only have disobedient legs, difficulty balancing and talking. Most of the rest of me works perfectly well. At concerts, shows and events I use a variety of contraptions to get around.
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My full name is Maureen, but all my special friends and family call me Mo. I have lived in Berkshire, UK for many, many years with my husband John, and we have three grown-up children and five grandchildren. 








I have grey hair, wear glasses and I’m round and cuddlesome. I love most kinds of music and really enjoy going to concerts with friends who help and look after me. John could go with me, but he likes a different kind of music and I prefer artists who are younger than me. 😉


I quickly realised when retirement came that quilting and gardening were not particularly exciting hobbies, but then the Covid lockdown began and it seemed as though we were living in a world gone mad. It was lucky that I had something I could do while hiding away. At this time everyone was told to stay indoors while the disease spread around the world. Several performers were doing little shows from their living rooms and anyone could watch them online. Of course, the singers were on their own too, without their bands and shut indoors.
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My favourite was Dan Smith, the lead singer from Bastille, who can sing and play the piano very well. I confess that I freaked out when it looked as though Dan was playing a left-handed piano! Low notes on the right! It was a few minutes hours before I understood! He also ran a book club and a ‘foreign’ film club. These distraction tactics were designed to take us away from the life outside and they were great fun, especially the jingles written to hint at the country the films came from. Interviews with producers and actors involved in the films added to the diversion.


When Covid isolation rules were eventually withdrawn, we were told that we could, if we wished, get close to each other again. The relief seemed to manifest itself in excessive hugging between family, friends and sometimes complete strangers, because we could. An enjoyable new phenomenon to me!
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Dan announced that Bastille would be playing at a festival. I told my daughter Kate about it and she said “Ooh, are we going?” and I said, “I’d love to, how about you?” and Kate replied “Abso-blooming-lutely!” That’s how we talk in our family!








The festival was huge and the wheelchair platform was a long way from the stage, with about 40,000 fans between us and the performers, but we could hear it all and still had a good time. Initially I wondered why there were so many children on the stage but they turned out to be adults! Bastille performed a short set, surprising many fans with re-orchestrated versions of their songs.
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My mobility scooter didn’t particularly like going through the grass and it was especially hard work in a crowd with people walking in front of me. My grandson William and I were dancing in the dark trying to find our way back to our campervan and I accidentally drove the scooter over a guy-rope and nearly demolished a tent! William and some passing teenagers eventually untangled me. Luckily, no-one was in the tent! 
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