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Introduction

Willie McRae, Vice-Chairman of the Scottish National Party between 1975 and 1983, was assassinated by the British State.





Despite the claims of many that he committed suicide, there is evidence a-plenty that he was murdered and that as a consequence, a thorn in the flesh of the British Establishment was conveniently removed from society. Those who were in a position to provide the evidence that might have tilted the verdict away from suicide to that of foul play were simply ignored. Testimony given under oath to solicitors was traduced, evidence was lost or invented, memories were flawed, witnesses were ignored or defamed and vilified. 
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The Crown has had its say; powerfully and over decades! It determined very rapidly, many might argue over-hastily, that McRae committed suicide. Over the years, the Scottish Establishment has allowed the verdict to be presented as that of suicide and in order to come by this verdict, it has chosen to amplify aspects of his life that suggested this outcome. But in order to do this, those with evidence that suggested state-sponsored murder were silenced; their evidence was ignored, witnesses were not interviewed or were traduced, statements were changed to suit the verdict and obvious contradictions went uninvestigated. In consequence, a small cottage industry has sprung up over the four decades since McRae died. 

• It is simply incontrovertible that the security services were surveilling McRae.

• It is clear that the bullet wound that killed McRae may not have been found in his temple as the Procurator Fiscal alleged, but according to his doctor brother and the nurse who treated him, in the nape of his neck. 

• It is obvious and self-evident that the police investigation at the site of the shooting was seriously flawed. 

• It is absolutely indisputable that the authorities have attempted (with considerable success) to deny information to those seeking the truth of what happened to the Scottish firebrand who had caused them so much political discomfort. 

This book seeks to make the case for murder and ponders the notion of establishment cover-up. It presents easily accessible facts that have been available to the judiciary and to the authorities tasked with maintaining law and order since 1984 - had they but asked the questions...questions, it is suggested, to which they did not want answers because these answers would point the finger at the state security services as causing the death of an inconvenient troublemaker.

J’accuse!



Chapter One

The Emergence of a Firebrand



The village of Carron near Falkirk was a sleepy and rural setting until the late 18th Century when it was discovered that coke used in a furnace, instead of the more usual charcoal, was a more efficient way of smelting iron. Coal and ironstone, available from the relatively untapped mineral fields of Central Scotland coupled with the power of the nearby River Carron were instrumental in the establishment, in 1759, of the Carron Ironworks on the Stenhouse Estate of Sir Michael Bruce, two miles north of Falkirk. A first blast furnace was brought into use on Boxing Day, 26th of December 1760 and a second came into service the following year. Anything that could be made in iron was cast, but a major objective was to exploit the lucrative business of making cannon for the ever-needy Admiralty. Cooking ranges, baths, lintels and ships’ galleys were all manufactured until the First and Second World Wars when munitions were prioritised.
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It was into this world of noise, heat and smoke that Willie McRae was born to father Fergus and mother Katharine, on 18 May, 1923. He arrived just in time to witness the resignation, on health grounds of Andrew Bonar Law and the occupancy at number ten of Stanley Baldwin, the first Earl Baldwin of Bewdley, a British Conservative politician who dominated the government of the United Kingdom between the world wars, serving as Prime Minister on three occasions. 
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McRae’s father was an electrician; he worked with his hands as did the preponderance of the working class back then. His son, William, however had a fine mind and dovetailed his studies at the University of Glasgow where he read history, with a spell editing a local newspaper in nearby Grangemouth. Completing his studies with a first class honours degree in history, McRae left university and towards the tail-end of the Second World War, was commissioned into the Seaforth Highlanders, a regiment normally associated with the northern Highlands of Scotland. The 1st Battalion was deployed to Malaya in November 1940, for service in the Burma Campaign but McRae was transferred to the Royal Indian Navy, in which he became a Lieutenant Commander and was appointed as aide-de-camp to Admiral of the Fleet, Lord Louis Francis Albert Victor Nicholas Mountbatten, 1st Earl Mountbatten of Burma.
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Mountbatten was a great grandson of Queen Victoria and an uncle of the late Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. After serving as Supreme Allied Commander of the Southeast Asia Theatre during the Second World War, during which Burma was retaken from Japan, he was appointed the last Viceroy and first Governor-General of independent India. With McRae at his side, he apparently enjoyed excellent relations with Jawaharlal Nehru and had an amicable friendship with Mahatma Gandhi. Perhaps unsurprisingly given his later allegiances, McRae learned to speak Urdu, joined the (then) illegal Indian Congress Party and supported the Indian Independence Movement (although this is disputed by his brother, Dr. Fergus McRae) which lasted from 1857 to 1947 and whose ultimate aim was to end British Rule in India. Equally unsurprisingly, he was drawn to the attention of the British Security Services and remained a person of interest to them for the rest of his life.
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A McRae friend of long-standing, Bill Henderson, spoke of McRae’s time in India. He said, “Willie was always great company. He loved to tell stories and would regale us about his time in the Indian Navy, telling us of times when he’d been the only officer who’d learned to speak Urdu and Hindi. He’d laugh when he told us of how he’d have the Indian crowds cheering him as he advised them to get rid of the Brits while he was standing in front of the top brass! He was a great raconteur.”




Indeed, McRae told his friend Bill Henderson that he had ‘not been uninvolved in broadcasts by Radio Free India’ or something of that order to expel the British colonialist from the sub-continent. “When we’d had a wee drink together, he’d tell these tales of his time in India. I had the sense he was very proud of his opposition to British rule. His great contribution, he told me, was in knowing how and when the British security boys out there would scan the airwaves for Indian nationalist broadcasts so that Radio Free India or whatever it was called, could broadcast with relative impunity.”

After the war, McRae returned to his old university and studied law. He joined the law firm of Abraham Levy in Glasgow (which, in the fullness of time became Levy and McRae) and developed an interest in Jewish affairs. Now a distinguished lawyer, he authored the mercantile law of the newly formed state of Israel, was an emeritus professor of the University of Haifa and was sufficiently well-regarded that upon his death, a forest of 3,000 trees was planted in a grove at Migdal ha emek near Nazareth in Israel in his memory. It reads, ‘William McRae; Scottish Patriot and faithful friend of Israel.’

According to reports, McRae’s Scottish nationalism was always apparent, although a career in politics did not tempt him until Winnie Ewing’s SNP somewhat unexpected victory at the Hamilton by-election in 1967. Joining the party, he became increasingly involved and in the 1974 General Election, was eventually put forward as the candidate for the old Ross and Cromarty constituency (a local government county now divided between two local government areas: the Highland area and Na h-Eileanan Siar, The Western Isles). His outgoing personality and his interest in land issues struck a chord with the large crofting community of the county. He even became the leading figure opposing unpopular Nato plans for the area. Despite his political flair and charismatic personality, he failed to win the seat by 663 votes, defeated by James Hector Northey ‘Hamish’ Gray, Baron Gray of Contin, a Scottish Conservative and life peer. Scotland was a different place back then. 
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William Wolfe had been the leader of the SNP since 1969 but, in 1978, announced that he had decided to stand down the following year. Three candidates stood to replace Wolfe as party leader;

• Stephen Maxwell, SNP Vice Chair (Publicity)

• Gordon Wilson SNP MP for Dundee East and

• Willie McRae, SNP Vice Chair (Administration)

Wilson easily won the election, with 530 votes. Maxwell took 117 votes, and McRae trailed behind with only 52. Nevertheless as the party’s lawyer, McRae still commanded respect and was regarded as the perfect candidate to represent the party at the 1980 inquiry into plans by the Atomic Energy Authority (AEA) to dump all European as well as Japanese nuclear waste in the Mullwharchar hills just south of the somewhat perjinct seaside town of Ayr. The local population was up in arms over the proposals as was instanced when the Atomic Energy Authority attempted to take a research caravan through the Galloway Forest Park to the proposed dumping site at Mullwharchar via a humpbacked bridge just outside Dalrymple. The caravan became stuck on the bridge and while the scientists walked back to a garage in Dalrymple for help, some local children removed the valves from the tyres of the caravan.

McRae, an intimidating firebrand with intellect and an acerbic wit, was the key figure in the inquiry, asking difficult questions of the authority, putting them repeatedly on the back foot. His most famous proclamation during the two-week long inquiry was ‘Nuclear waste should be stored where Guy Fawkes put his gunpowder!’ He won the case decisively, providing a major setback to the Atomic Energy Authority’s proposals to have nuclear waste buried, not only in Scotland, but in the rest of the UK. His reputation as a political person of substance was much enhanced - but so too was the perception of him as a threat to the Establishment of the United Kingdom.

McRae was also engaged with the illegal and proscribed Scottish National Liberation Army; but whether as a modifying influence on its leadership or as a discrete supporter is open to debate. His brother, Dr. Fergus McRae argues the former, stating, ‘His whole concern (in respect of his relationship with Scottish SNLA activist David Dinsmore) was to try to help one whom he considered a misled, misguided and rather foolish youth, and also to minimise the harmful effect publicity about him might have on the Home Rule movement in Scotland.’ But according to the research within the covers of David Leslie’s unpublished book ‘Inside A Terrorist Group - The Story Of The SNLA’, the SNLA claim that he was a member and two of their leading lights, Adam Busby and the aforementioned David Dinsmore visited Willie McRae in his office on September 15th, 1983, the day before they left Scotland and absconded to Ireland to escape the clutches of Special Branch. David Leslie was a senior journalist with the News of the World for over forty years, latterly as Scottish Crime Editor. He is the author of several books and had many contacts within the political and criminal worlds in Scotland.

Busby stated in the 1994 Channel 4, ‘Scottish Eye’ documentary that McRae gave them two hundred pounds from his petty cash box to aid them in their escape by purchasing air tickets to Dublin and also offered them the key to his country cottage in Dornie near Kyle of Lochalsh to use as a hiding place. Both men were successful in opposing extradition to the UK when the High Court in Ireland ruled that their alleged offences were political.

However, another activist, Tommy Kelly was charged with SNLA activities but when he asked to be legally represented by Willie McRae, he was refused access by Special Branch officers. The significance of this decision is fairly profound as the only circumstances under which the police have the legal right to refuse to allow a particular solicitor to see a suspect is if that solicitor is himself a suspect in the case, or is otherwise involved as a victim or a witness. Willie McRae was neither a victim nor a witness which suggests that he was considered to be a suspect or otherwise involved with the SNLA. Several hundred items were taken from the home of David Dinsmore when arrested but the only thing retained as a trial production by Special Branch was Willie McRae’s business card which had writing on the back that interested them. A police source told David Leslie that ‘McRae was up to his neck in the SNLA’. 

And it was little wonder that the authorities were concerned about the activities of the SNLA; their activities had them on red alert. The Dark Harvest Commando, an early SNLA grouping - acquired anthrax from the Scottish island of Gruinard, where as an experiment the UK Government had deposited the lethal poison anthrax; its toxic spores derived from contaminated earth at Porton Down biological research station. The Dark Harvest Commandos dumped it at Blackpool where the ruling Conservative party conference was being held and caused a sensation - compounded after considerable media exposure when they subsequently claimed that the earth had come not from the Island of Gruinard, but from the mainland opposite its shores. This raised the awkward question about wind-blown anthrax compromising the general safety of people in the West of Scotland. 

According to an article written by the International Republican Socialist Network, this action was Willie McRae’s idea and en passant, (as they say in Sauchiehall Street), the article also noted the death of one of his accomplices, Douglas Ross, soon after the Gruinard anthrax operation was carried out, as his dead body was found in a remote area. (Though his death was said to be due to ‘natural causes’, there was never an inquiry into the death of an otherwise healthy young man). McRae’s participation was also suggested on a BBC Scotland programme entitled ‘Anthrax Island’ broadcast on 1 March 2022 in which author and crime reporter David Leslie claimed that SNLA member Adam Busby asserted to him that McRae had been the inspiration behind the action. Leslie stated that Busby had said, “It was the idea of Willie McRae who asked us, ‘What about giving the English Government a taste of their own medicine? They want to dump nuclear waste here, why don’t you dump anthrax contaminated soil on them?’” Legal colleague Len Murray, interviewed on the same programme, murmured solemnly, “Willie was a great deal more nationalist than most nationalists.” 
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A letter bomb was sent to Glasgow’s then Lord Provost, Michael Kelly, on 17 February 1983. Although the letter bomb was addressed to Kelly, he was not the actual target. Lady Diana (then Princess of Wales) was scheduled to visit the Lord Provost that same day. Earlier the SNLA had sent messages to the Glasgow BBC and Press Association stating that: ‘A letter bomb has been sent as a protest at Lady Di’s visit. More attacks will follow’. Eric Hamilton, the Lord Provost’s then secretary, opened the padded envelope in which the letter bomb was sealed and it burst into flames. While Hamilton tried to stamp out the flames, another member of staff came into the office with a fire extinguisher and put out the fire. In the end no one was hurt although a new carpet had to be requisitioned. An incendiary letter bomb addressed to Margaret Thatcher was prepared and posted in central Glasgow on the afternoon of 12 May 1983 by David Dinsmore as were explosive devices posted to Tory Defence Secretary John Nott, and the Earl of Mansfield, Cecil Parkinson, Chairman of the Conservative Party at the time and Home Secretary Leon Brittan. Crude bombs made from weedkiller were planted on a Glasgow railway-line and at the entrance to the Clyde Tunnel and smoke bombs were thrown at SDP leader Roy Jenkins at a Glasgow rally of the Social Democratic Party. Jenkins (later Lord Jenkins), one of the members of the ‘Gang Of Four’ and a founder member of the Social Democratic Party, had been elected as the Member of Parliament for the Glasgow Hillhead constituency in a sensational by-election in 1982. In order to avoid accusations that he was simply a ‘carpetbagger up from London’ Jenkins purchased a small red sandstone tenement apartment ‘up a close’ in the West End of Glasgow. 
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