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The 2016 Republican Party presidential primaries and caucuses were a series of electoral contests taking place within all 50 U.S. states, the District of Columbia, and five U.S. territories, occurring between February 1 and June 7. Sanctioned by the Republican Party[image: External link], these elections are designed to select the 2,472 delegates to send to the Republican National Convention, who selected the Republican Party's nominee for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link], Donald Trump. The delegates also approved the party platform and vice-presidential nominee.

A total of 17 major candidates entered the race starting March 23, 2015, when Senator Ted Cruz of Texas was the first to formally announce his candidacy: he was followed by former Governor Jeb Bush of Florida[image: External link], retired neurosurgeon Ben Carson of Florida[image: External link], Governor Chris Christie of New Jersey, businesswoman Carly Fiorina of California, former Governor Jim Gilmore of Virginia[image: External link], Senator Lindsey Graham of South Carolina[image: External link], former Governor Mike Huckabee of Arkansas, outgoing Governor Bobby Jindal[image: External link] of Louisiana[image: External link], Governor John Kasich of Ohio, former Governor George Pataki of New York, Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, former Governor Rick Perry of Texas, Senator Marco Rubio of Florida[image: External link], former Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania, businessman Donald Trump of New York and Governor Scott Walker of Wisconsin. This was the largest presidential primary field for any political party in American history.[2]

Prior to the Iowa caucuses on February 1, Perry, Walker, Jindal, Graham and Pataki withdrew due to low polling numbers. Despite leading many polls in Iowa, Trump came in second to Cruz. Huckabee, Paul and Santorum then withdrew from the race, following poor performances in the caucuses. Following a sizable victory for Trump in the New Hampshire primary, Christie, Fiorina and Gilmore abandoned the race. Bush capitulated after scoring fourth place to Trump, Rubio and Cruz in South Carolina. On Super Tuesday, March 1, 2016, Rubio won his first contest in Minnesota, Cruz won Alaska, Oklahoma and his home state of Texas, while Trump won seven states. Failing to gain traction, Carson suspended[a] his campaign a few days later.[4] On March 15, 2016, nicknamed "Super Tuesday II", Kasich won his first contest in Ohio and Trump won five primaries including Florida. Rubio suspended his campaign after losing his home state,[5] but he retained a large share of his delegates for the national convention.[6]

From March 16, 2016, to May 3, 2016, only three candidates remained in the race: Trump, Cruz and Kasich. Cruz won most delegates in four Western contests and in Wisconsin, keeping a credible path to denying Trump the nomination on first ballot with 1,237 delegates. However, Trump scored landslide victories in New York and five North-Eastern states in April, before taking every delegate in the Indiana primary of May 3. Without any further chances of forcing a contested convention, Cruz suspended his campaign[7] and Trump was declared the presumptive Republican nominee by Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus on the evening of May 3.[8] Kasich dropped out the next day.[9] After winning the Washington primary and gaining support from unbound North Dakota delegates on May 26,[10] Trump passed the threshold of 1,237 delegates required to guarantee his nomination.[11]

Donald Trump chose Governor Mike Pence of Indiana to be his running mate, going on to defeat the Democratic ticket of Hillary Clinton and running mate Tim Kaine in the general election[image: External link] held on November 8, 2016.
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 Candidates and results




Main articles: Republican Party presidential candidates, 2016 and Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


17 major candidates were listed in major independent nationwide polls and filed as candidates with the Federal Election Commission. (See the main article for other notable candidates.) A total of 2,472 delegates went to the 2016 Republican National Convention and the winning candidate needed a simple majority of 1,237 votes to be the Republican nominee.
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 Delegate breakdown




As of June 7, 2016, 56 primary contests have been conducted to choose 2,472 delegates. In 50 states and territories the delegates are allocated to candidates by popular vote either statewide or on the congressional district level and then elected according to state rules. In 6 states and territories, the first-instance popular vote did not allocate any delegates; they were elected later at local conventions and either bound to a candidate or uncommitted.[12] Most delegates are elected as bound delegates, meaning that they must vote for a specific candidate on the first ballot at the national convention. Some delegates attended the convention as unbound or uncommitted delegates, meaning that they are free to vote for anyone at the first ballot. These 130 uncommitted delegates include 18 unbound RNC delegates,[b] and 112 delegates that have been elected or allocated as uncommitted.[c] Uncommitted delegates can still express a preference for a candidate, although it is not binding. Among the 901 delegates elected for candidates who have later dropped out of the race, 155 are still bound to vote for their candidate on the first ballot[d] and 34 have been released[a] according to local rules of each state party. The voting obligations of those 712 delegates bound to the most recent withdrawn candidates (551 for Cruz and 161 for Kasich) have not yet been published. If no candidate is elected in the first round of voting, a progressively larger number of delegates are allowed to vote for a candidate of their choice. The voting rules on subsequent ballots are determined by individual states: most states release their delegates on the second round of voting, and only four states keep them bound on the third round and beyond.[14] Due to the convoluted election process and divergent definitions of delegate allegiance, even well-informed reporters had to make various assumptions to calculate and deliver estimated delegate tallies. Estimates that include unbound delegates are called "soft counts"; in contrast, the "hard count" includes only those delegates that are bound to vote for a specific candidate at the first ballot, irrespective of their personal preference. As the race progressed, conflicting estimates were reported by various media sources and election analysts, creating much commentary and speculation as to the potential path to nomination of leading candidates. The situation was only clarified after the last two opponents dropped out and Trump was declared the presumptive nominee on May 3.
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This table shows how many bound delegates each candidate had won before suspending their campaign;[a] it does not show how many unbound delegates have pledged their support to any candidate during the primaries nor the expected result of the vote at the national convention. Although a state is considered won by a candidate if a plurality of the state's delegates are bound, RNC Rule 40(b)[15] requires that a candidate has to demonstrate support of a majority of delegates in eight states to be eligible as the nominee. Convention rules are based on delegate votes, not the popular vote. In the context of Republican primaries, the term "states" refers collectively to the fifty states, the District of Columbia and the five inhabited territories (altogether 56 delegations) as specified in RNC Rule 1(b).[16] In the following table, states and territories where the candidates have achieved a majority of bound delegates are marked in bold. States and territories where a candidate won a majority of delegates but not a majority of bound delegates are marked in italics.
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	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Campaign

Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[e]
	Running mate



	Donald Trump
	
	
Chairman and President of The Trump Organization
(1971–2017)


	1,725

(69.8%)
	14,015,993

(44.95%)
	
41

AL[image: External link], AR[image: External link], AS, AZ[image: External link], CA, CT[image: External link], DE[image: External link], FL,

GA[image: External link], GU, HI[image: External link], IL[image: External link], IN, KY[image: External link], LA[image: External link], MA[image: External link],

MD, MI[image: External link], MO[image: External link], MS[image: External link], MT[image: External link], NC[image: External link], ND[image: External link],

NE, NH, NMI, NV, NJ[image: External link], NM[image: External link], NY, OR, PA,

RI[image: External link], SC, SD[image: External link], TN[image: External link], VA[image: External link], VI, VT[image: External link], WA, WV


	Mike Pence
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 Withdrew during primaries






	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Campaign

Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[f]
	Running mate



	Ted Cruz
	
	U.S. Senator from Texas

(2013–present)
	484

(19.6%)
	7,822,100

(25.08%)
	
11

AK[image: External link], CO[image: External link], IA, ID[image: External link], KS[image: External link], ME[image: External link],

OK[image: External link], TX[image: External link], UT[image: External link], WI, WY


	Carly Fiorina



	John Kasich
	
	69th[image: External link]

Governor of Ohio[image: External link]

(2011–present)
	125

(5.1%)
	4,290,448

(13.76%)
	1

OH[image: External link]
	None



	Marco Rubio
	
	U.S. Senator from Florida[image: External link]

(2011–present)
	123

(5%)
	3,515,576

(11.27%)
	3

DC[image: External link], MN, PR
	None



	Ben Carson
	
	Director of Pediatric Neurosurgery

for Johns Hopkins Hospital

(1984–2013)
	7

(0.3%)
	857,039

(2.75%)
	None
	None



	Jeb Bush
	
	43rd

Governor of Florida[image: External link]

(1999–2007)
	3

(0.1%)
	286,694

(0.92%)
	None
	None



	Rand Paul
	
	U.S. Senator from Kentucky

(2011–present)
	2

(0.1%)
	66,788

(0.21%)
	None
	None



	Chris Christie
	
	55th[image: External link]

Governor of New Jersey

(2010–present)
	None

	57,637

(0.18%)
	None
	None



	Mike Huckabee
	
	44th

Governor of Arkansas[image: External link]

(1996–2007)
	None

	51,450

(0.16%)
	None
	None



	Carly Fiorina
	
	CEO of Hewlett-Packard

(1999–2005)
	None

	40,666

(0.13%)
	None
	None



	Jim Gilmore
	
	68th

Governor of Virginia

(1998–2002)
	None

	18,369

(0.06%)
	None
	None



	Rick Santorum
	
	U.S. Senator from Pennsylvania

(1995–2007)
	None

	16,627

(0.05%)
	None

	None
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 Withdrew before the primaries






	Candidate
	Most recent position
	Withdrawal date
	Bound

delegates

(hard count)[17]
	Popular

vote[17]
	Contests won[g]



	Rick Perry
	
	47th[image: External link]

Governor of Texas

(2000–2015)
	Withdrew: September 11, 2015

(endorsed Ted Cruz, then Donald Trump)
	None
	
1
[29]


	None



	Scott Walker
	
	45th[image: External link]

Governor of Wisconsin

(2011–present)
	Withdrew: September 21, 2015

(endorsed Ted Cruz, then Donald Trump)
	None
	
1
[30]


	None



	Bobby Jindal[image: External link]
	
	55th[image: External link]

Governor of Louisiana[image: External link]

(2008–2016)
	Withdrew: November 17, 2015

(endorsed Marco Rubio, then Donald Trump)
	None
	222
	None



	Lindsey Graham
	
	U.S. Senator

of South Carolina[image: External link]

(2003–present)
	Withdrew: December 21, 2015

(endorsed Jeb Bush, then Ted Cruz, then no endorsement)
	None
	5,666
	None



	George Pataki
	
	53rd[image: External link]

Governor of New York

(1995–2006)
	Withdrew: December 29, 2015

(endorsed Marco Rubio, then John Kasich, then no endorsement)
	None
	2,036
	None
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     Trump       Cruz       Kasich       Rubio       Carson

     Tie       Uncommitted       No results (Colorado and North Dakota did not hold primaries/caucuses.)
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2012 presidential nominee[image: External link] Mitt Romney lost the election to incumbent president Barack Obama. The Republican National Committee, believing that the long, drawn-out 2012 primary season had politically and personally damaged Romney, drafted plans to condense the 2016 primary season. As part of these plans, the 2016 Republican National Convention was scheduled for the relatively early date of July 18–21, 2016,[31] the earliest since Republicans nominated Thomas Dewey in June 1948.[32][33] By comparison, the 2012 Republican National Convention[image: External link] was held August 27–30 at the Tampa Bay Times Forum in Tampa[image: External link], Florida[image: External link].

With Kasich's announcement to enter the race on July 21, 2015, the field reached 16 candidates,[34] officially becoming the largest presidential field in the history of the Republican Party, surpassing the 1948 primaries. With Gilmore's announcement to enter the race for a second time on July 30, 2015,[35] the field reached 17 candidates, becoming the largest presidential field in American history, surpassing the 16 candidates in the Democratic Party presidential primaries of both 1972 and 1976.[36][37]

In mid-December 2014, Bush, widely seen as a possible frontrunner for the nomination due to his relatively moderate stances, record as governor of a crucial swing state, name recognition and access to high-paying donors, was the first candidate to form a political action committee (PAC) and exploratory committee.[38] Many other candidates followed suit. The first candidate to declare his candidacy was Texas Senator Ted Cruz, who was popular among grassroots conservatives due to his association with the Tea Party movement.[39][40]

The 2016 candidates originated in several Republican Party tendencies, with the grassroots conservatives represented by Cruz and Carson, the Christian right represented by Huckabee and Santorum, and the moderates, or establishment, represented by Bush and Christie, among others. In addition, some candidates were seen as appealing to both conservatives and moderates, such as Kasich, Jindal, Walker, Rubio and Paul. Two notable candidates from the previous primaries in 2012[image: External link] returned for a second consecutive run in 2016: Santorum and Perry. Lastly, there were candidates with minimal to no political experience—Carson, Trump and Fiorina, who touted their lack of political experience as a positive while others criticized it as making them unqualified for the office.[41][42][43]

The field was noted for its diversity and was even called the most diverse presidential field in American history. This included two Latinos (Cruz and Rubio), a woman (Fiorina), an Indian-American (Jindal) and an African-American (Carson). Five were the sons of immigrants: Cruz (Cuban father), Jindal (Indian parents), Rubio (Cuban parents), Santorum (Italian father) and Trump (Scottish mother).[44][45][46][47]

In March 2017, during hearings, Rubio divulged that in July 2016 and again in 2017 there were Russian associated attempts to hack his teams's computer network.[48][49][50][51]
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Widely viewed as a very open contest with no clear front-runner, potential candidates fluctuated in the polls for an extended period from late 2012 to the end of 2015. In the year prior to the election season, a total of 17 major candidates campaigned for the nomination, thus making it the single largest presidential primary field in American history.[2] However, by the time the primary season started in early 2016, three candidates had clearly emerged ahead of the rest of the field: Florida[image: External link] Senator Marco Rubio, Texas Senator Ted Cruz, and New York businessman Donald Trump. Trump maintained wide poll leads throughout 2015 and into 2016, primarily due to his brash and unapologetic style of speaking and campaigning, emphasizing a disregard for political correctness, as well as populist and nativist policies, earning him the support of working-class voters and voters without a college education, among other demographics.[52][53] However, this same brash attitude and polarizing policy stances generated numerous controversies in the media,[54] and many of the other candidates sought to become the "anti-Trump" candidate by condemning his rhetoric and more radical policies. This gave rise to Senators Cruz and Rubio, who both emphasized their youth in comparison to most other candidates, as well as possible appeals to Hispanic voters, despite both being at different ends of the Republican political spectrum; Cruz was backed by his origins in the Tea Party movement and support among Evangelicals, while Rubio was seen by many as having broad appeal to both the conservative grassroots and the moderate “establishment” factions of the GOP, while also risking criticism from both sides.[43][55][56] Additionally, Ohio governor John Kasich, a moderate Republican, remained in the race for an extended period of time, despite widely being viewed as having little to no chance to win the nomination.[57]

Despite Trump's lead in most national polls, the first-in-the-nation Iowa caucuses were won by Cruz, due to his support among grassroots conservatives. However, Trump rebounded with strong wins in New Hampshire, South Carolina[image: External link], and Nevada. On Super Tuesday, Trump expanded his lead by winning seven of the eleven states, while the Cruz campaign gained new energy with victories in Alaska, Oklahoma, and the significant stronghold of Cruz’s home state Texas. Despite initially never winning a state, Rubio maintained significant momentum with narrow finishes in Iowa (third place), South Carolina (second place), and Nevada (second place), before finally claiming victory in Minnesota on Super Tuesday.

Between Super Tuesday and the beginning of the "winner-take-all" primaries, Cruz stayed nearly even with Trump, winning four states to Trump’s five, while Rubio won several smaller contests such as Puerto Rico and Washington, D.C. In the first round of winner-take-all contests on March 15, Trump greatly expanded his lead by winning five of the six contests that day. After a significant loss to Trump in his home state of Florida, Rubio suspended[a] his campaign that same day. Meanwhile, Kasich finally gained some momentum by winning his home state of Ohio.

As the primary season entered the spring, the mostly-consolidated field resulted in a closing of the gap between Trump and Cruz, with Trump sweeping the South, the Northeast, and parts of the Midwest, while Cruz performed strongly in the West and scored a surprise victory in Maine. Kasich, unable to win any other states besides Ohio, remained far behind in a distant third. After Cruz’s upset win in Wisconsin, speculation began to arise that the convention would be a brokered one in which the establishment would choose Kasich or someone else, since both Trump and Cruz were not viewed favorably by the establishment.[58][59]

As April came to a close and Trump won a resounding victory in his home state of New York, both Cruz and Kasich were mathematically eliminated from winning the nomination without a brokered convention. Both men then formed an alliance to block Trump from winning the nomination, ahead of the "Acela primaries" of five Northeastern states on April 26.[60] Subsequently, Trump swept all five states and greatly increased his delegate lead. In a final push to block Trump’s path to the nomination, Cruz announced that one of the former candidates for the nomination, former Hewlett-Packard CEO Carly Fiorina, would be his running mate if he was the nominee.[61] Nevertheless, after Trump won the Indiana primary on May 3, Cruz suspended his campaign,[7] subsequently leading to Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus announcing Trump as the presumptive nominee.[62] Kasich announced the suspension of his campaign the next day, leaving Trump as the only candidate left in the race. Trump then went on to win all of the remaining primaries, sweeping the remainder of the West, Midwest and the entirety of the West Coast. With his victories in New Jersey and the remaining final states on June 7, not only did Trump officially surpass the necessary number of bound delegates, but also broke the old record of 12,034,676 (2000)[63] for the highest amount of popular votes ever received by the winner of the Republican presidential primaries, with over 14 million votes.[17]
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 2012–2014: Fluctuating polls




After Romney's unsuccessful 2012[image: External link] campaign, the potential 2016 field was left without a clear future nominee, similar to that of 2008[image: External link]. Different speculations began rising from all sides of the right-leaning political spectrum as to who would make the best possible nominee: One faction of candidates included young freshmen senators, some with alliances to the Tea Party movement, such as Cruz, Paul and Rubio, who in particular was the focus of attention immediately following 2012. In most national polls from late-2012 to mid-2013, Rubio was leading due to being young, articulate, having a broad appeal among conservatives and moderates and also for his Latino heritage and continued efforts on immigration reform, which many viewed as possible tools to draw Hispanic voters to the GOP.[64][65][66]

However, another narrative for the nomination, similar to that which drove Romney's 2012 campaign, was that the nominee needed to be a governor in a traditionally Democratic or swing state, with a proven record that would stand as proof that such a governor could be president as well. The possible candidates that fit this criteria included Bush, Gilmore, Kasich, Pataki, Walker and Christie, who in particular had been rising in popularity due to his loud and blunt manner of speaking at public events, championed by some as challenging conventional political rhetoric.[67][68][69] With his record as governor of New Jersey, a heavily Democratic state, factored in, Christie overtook Rubio in the polls from mid-2013 up until early 2014, when the "Bridgegate" scandal was first revealed and started to damage Christie's reputation and poll standing.[70] Although he was later cleared of personal responsibility in the subsequent investigation, Christie never regained frontrunner status.[71]

After Christie's fall in the polls, the polls fluctuated from January to November 2014; candidates who often performed well included Paul, Wisconsin congressman and 2012 vice presidential nominee Paul Ryan (the eventual House Speaker) and former candidates such as former Arkansas governor Mike Huckabee and then-governor of Texas Rick Perry, further reflecting the uncertainty of the upcoming race for the nomination.[72][73]
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 April 2014–January 2015: Jeb Bush leading the polls




In April 2014, Robert Costa and Philip Rucker of The Washington Post reported that the period of networking and relationship-building that they dubbed the "credentials caucus" had begun, with prospective candidates "quietly studying up on issues and cultivating ties to pundits and luminaries from previous administrations".[74]

Though Bush often polled in the low double digits, he was considered a prominent candidate due to his high fundraising ability, record as governor of Florida (a crucial swing state) and apparent electability.[75][76] By November 2014, Bush had finally solidified his lead in the polls.[77][78] Around this time there were talks of the possibility of Romney making a third run for the presidency. During this period from November 2014 until late January 2015, the speculation fueled Romney's rise in many national polls as well, challenging Bush.[79] Although Romney admitted he was entertaining the idea after initially declining, he ultimately reaffirmed his decision not to run on January 30, 2015.[80]

However, by the end of February, another challenger rose to match Bush in the polls: Walker, who often touted his record as governor in a traditionally Democratic state, particularly noting his victory in a recall election[image: External link] in 2012 (the first governor in American history to do so), combined with his reelection in 2014. Walker and Bush balanced out in the polls from late February until about mid-June, at which point Trump entered the race.[81] Walker's challenge to Bush also allowed other candidates to briefly resurge in some polls from late April up until mid-June, including former top performers Rubio, Paul and Huckabee, in addition to several newcomers to the top tier of polling, including Cruz and Carson.[72][73]
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 Mid-2015: Donald Trump and the rise of the outsiders




Shortly after Trump announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, many pundits noted his uniquely outspoken nature, blunt language and rhetoric, often directly contradicting traditional political candidates. This style was seen as resonating strongly with potential Republican primary voters and Trump began to rise in the polls.[82] After a few weeks of briefly matching Bush, Trump surged into first place in all major national polls by mid-July,[83] which he continued to lead consistently until November. Trump also polled well in the early-voting states of Iowa, New Hampshire and South Carolina, often leading or coming in second in those states.

With the surge of Trump, a man who had never held political office, the general focus began to shift over to other non-politician candidates, commonly known as "outsiders" and the other two outsiders in the field quickly rose in the polls as well in the wake of the first two debates: Carson, who rose into second place after a well-received performance in the first debate and Fiorina, who rose into the top three after her performance in the second debate.[84][85][86] The rising popularity of non-politician outsiders shocked many political analysts, and fueled a new conversation about how those with no political experience or prior runs for office could appeal more to potential primary voters than career politicians and what it means for the future of the Republican party and American politics in general.[87][88][89] In mid-September, the first two major candidates dropped out of the race. Perry suspended his campaign on September 11, 2015, citing his failure to qualify for the primetime debates, his subsequent failure to raise a significant amount of money and his indictment as reasons.[90][91] Ten days later, on September 21, 2015, Walker suspended his campaign mainly due to his own poll numbers dropping after two lackluster debate performances.[92]
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 End of 2015: The field stabilizes, six candidates gain traction




By the end of September, most polling averages indicated that the field was finally stabilizing in terms of public opinion and six candidates in particular were gaining traction and pulling away from the rest of the field by considerable margins. Polling averages indicated the top six as Trump, Carson, Rubio, Fiorina, Bush and Cruz.[93] Trump and Carson were consistently first and second, respectively, while Fiorina was initially in third before being surpassed by Rubio and Bush and Cruz subsequently remained in fifth and sixth, respectively.[94][95][96] The other candidates who had been in the top ten of polling—Christie, Huckabee, Paul and Kasich—all leveled out at roughly 3% or less, while the five remaining candidates outside the top ten—Santorum, Jindal, Pataki, Graham and Gilmore—were consistently polling below 1%. By the third debate in late October, Bush and Fiorina's numbers were also beginning to fade, while Cruz was on the rise and began coming in fourth by most poll averages.[93] The third debate only solidified these numbers: Bush and Fiorina remained in low digits as both were considered lackluster, while Cruz was widely held as the winner and rose even further.[97][98] Throughout this period, both Trump and Carson had pulled well ahead of the rest of the field and with Trump often registering in the low 30s and high 20s and Carson in the low 20s, the two of them combined often made up well over 50% of the electorate in a vast majority of national polls.[93] Later in October and in early November, Carson began to match even with Trump by most polling averages, rising into the mid 20s and often finishing either just behind or just ahead of Trump.[99][100]

By October, with the polls reflecting a field that seemed to be stabilizing, most commentators began to claim that the field had already established who the final four candidates—those who were in the race for the long-term and had the best chance of actually becoming the nominee—would be.[102] The four were listed as being Trump, Carson, Rubio, and Cruz: Trump and Carson for their appeal as outsiders, as well as their opposite personalities-– with Trump's blunt nature and tough foreign policy stances, against Carson's soft-spoken nature and personal favorability—Rubio for his appeal to Hispanics and his stance on such issues as immigration reform, combined with strong debate performances and significant donor backing and Cruz for his appeal to Tea Party and Christian Conservative voters, which was seen as possibly having a strong impact in the southern states.[102][103][104][105] On November 17, 2015, Jindal became the third major Republican candidate to drop out.[106] The November 2015 Paris attacks, which killed 130 people days before Jindal dropped out, were widely seen as having a significant impact on the 2016 presidential race, particularly on the Republican side.[107] The attacks were seen as boosting the campaigns of those with tough stances on immigration like Trump and Cruz, as well as the foreign policy hawks like Rubio.[108][109] Possibly as a result, Carson—who had previously been perceived as uninformed and relatively inarticulate on foreign policy—began to suffer in the polls, with Trump once again solidifying a double-digit lead over everyone else, while Rubio and Cruz began to steadily rise as Carson's numbers declined.[93][110]

By December, Cruz had overtaken Carson by solidifying a base of support among Christian conservatives and averaged national polling of 18%, second only to Trump.[111] The non-interventionist Paul still failed to make traction at this juncture, while Carson fell down to about 10%, roughly even with Rubio.[93] On December 15, 2015, there was another presidential debate, which saw no major changes in the perceptions of the candidates. On December 21, 2015, the same day as the deadline to withdraw from the ballot in his home state of South Carolina, Graham suspended his campaign. Eight days later, on December 29, Pataki, who was struggling to poll above the margin of error, suspended his campaign as well.[112]
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 January 2016: The road to the early primaries




2016 dawned with the several-month-long truce between Trump and Cruz being broken.[113] Cruz accused Trump of not being a consistent conservative or an ethical businessman, while Trump questioned the Canadian-born Cruz's constitutional eligibility to be president—candidates have to be natural-born U.S. citizens to be eligible to be president—while noting Cruz's past calls for immigration reform.[114][115] This occurred as Trump and Cruz were vying for supremacy at the top of Iowa polls, in addition to both being the top two candidates in all national polls, ahead of the rest of the field by significant margins.[116][117] In the closing weeks before Iowa, Trump and Cruz ran dueling television commercials, each attacking the other's record.[118] Meanwhile, there was conflict between "establishment" candidates Rubio, Christie, Bush and Kasich, largely due to a media-reinforced belief that only a single establishment candidate could remain in the race past the early primaries. The establishment candidates staked their bids on strong showings in New Hampshire and both Christie and Kasich saw upticks in their polling in the weeks before the primary.[119][120] Both the Trump-Cruz conflict and the squabbling between establishment candidates was evident at the Republican debate on January 14. The Republican debate of January 28, devoid of Trump due to priorities and conflicts with moderator Megyn Kelly after the debate in August, was the candidates' last shot at honing their message before the Iowa caucuses. Immigration and foreign policy featured prominently in this debate and many candidates used the opportunity of a "Trump-less debate" to criticize the second-place Cruz, who was also being heavily criticized by prominent Republican leaders in the weeks before Iowa.[121][122]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 February 2016: Early primaries






	Early states results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Carson
	Bush
	Gilmore
	Christie
	Fiorina
	Paul
	Huckabee
	Santorum
	Total



	Delegates won
	
Delegates:82
Pledged:82 Unpleged:0


	
Delegates:17
Pledged:17 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:16
Pledged:16 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:6
Pledged:6 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:5
Pledged:5 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:4
Pledged:4 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:1
Pledged:1 Unpledged:0


	
Delegates:0
Pledged:0 Unpledged:0


	
133
Pledged:133 Unpledged:0





	Popular vote
	421,577

(32.7%)
	266,406

(20.7%)
	257,804

(20.0%)
	107,525

(8.4%)
	81,091

(6.3%)
	94,699

(7.3%)
	146

(0.01%)
	24,423

(1.9%)
	15,281

(1.2%)
	10,581

(0.8%)
	3,582

(0.3%)
	1,950

(0.2%)
	1,289,211



	States won
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	4



	Feb 1
	Iowa
	
24.3%
Delegates won:7


	
27.6%
Delegates won:8


	
23.1%
Delegates won:7


	
1.9%
Delegates won:1


	
9.3%
Delegates won:3


	
2.8%
Delegates won:1


	
0.01%
Delegates won:0


	
1.8%
Delegates won:0


	
1.9%
Delegates won:1


	
4.5%
Delegates won:1


	
1.8%
Delegates won:1


	
1%
Delegates won: 0


	N/A



	Feb 9
	
New Hampshire
Proportional primary


	
35.2%
Delegates won:11


	
11.6%
Delegates won:3


	
10.5%
Delegates won:2


	
15.7%
Delegates won:4


	
2.3%
Delegates won:0


	
11%
Delegates won:3


	
0.05%
Delegates won:0


	
7.4%
Delegates won:0


	
4.1%
Delegates won:0


	
0.7%
Delegates won:0


	N/A



	Feb 20
	
South Carolina
Winner-take-all primary


	
32.5%
Delegates won:50


	
22.3%
Delegates won:0


	
22.5%
Delegates won:0


	
7.6%
Delegates won:0


	
7.2%
Delegates won:0


	
7.8%
Delegates won:0


	N/A



	Feb 23
	
Nevada
Proportional caucas


	
45.7%
Delegates won:14


	
21.3%
Delegates won:6


	
23.8%
Delegates won:7


	
3.6%
Delegates won:1


	
4.8%
Delegates won:2


	N/A




In the first-in-the-nation Iowa caucuses, Cruz won a narrow victory over Trump and Rubio.[123] Following poor performances in Iowa, three candidates suspended their campaigns: Huckabee—the winner of the caucuses in 2008—Santorum—the winner of the caucuses in 2012—and Paul, narrowing the field of candidates to nine.[124][125][126] After coming third in the Iowa caucuses, the media quickly painted Rubio as the candidate most likely to pick up the establishment mantle and ride it to the nomination following a strong performance in New Hampshire, much as McCain and Romney had done in 2008 and 2012, respectively, before both ultimately lost the general election to Obama. Rubio used this narrative to pick up a number of endorsements in the days following the Iowa caucuses. However, in the New Hampshire debate of February 6, 2016, Rubio repeated a talking point four times almost verbatim during an exchange with Christie, which led to sharp criticism of his performance in the aftermath and the beginning of the end of Rubio's campaign.[127]

In the New Hampshire primary, Trump scored a decisive victory over the rest of the field, winning the primary with 35% of the vote. Kasich, who had held over 100 town halls in the state, finished second in a surprise to many in the media. Cruz coming in third in the contest was also a shock to many, while Rubio slipped to fifth, behind Trump, Kasich, Cruz and Bush, whose campaign appeared to be revitalized following several months of apparent stagnation. After coming in seventh place in both Iowa and New Hampshire, Fiorina suspended her campaign on February 10, 2016.[128] Later that same day, Christie, whose campaign was staked almost entirely on getting a strong showing in New Hampshire, suspended his campaign after coming in sixth in New Hampshire, failing to reach the minimum 10% vote threshold required to be allocated delegates from the state and qualifying for the next debate on CBS.[129][130] Later that week, Jim Gilmore, who had failed to gain traction, win delegates or be invited to most of the debates, suspended his campaign, narrowing the field to six.[131]

The third contest was in South Carolina. Prior to the primary, Rubio picked up the key endorsement of Governor Nikki Haley, a feat seen as renewing his momentum after a disappointing finish in New Hampshire.[132][133] Exit polling showed that 46% of voters had decided the week before the primary, and that the majority of these votes went to Rubio.[134] When the votes were counted, Trump again won by double digits, garnering 33% of the vote, ahead of Rubio with 22%, who edged out Cruz for second-place by 0.2%. Since Trump carried the vote both statewide and in each congressional district, his result netted him all 50 delegates available in the state.[135][136] Following disappointing finishes in the first three contests despite outspending his competitors, Bush suspended his campaign on February 20.[137]

Three days following the South Carolina primary, Trump won the Nevada caucuses, winning with 46% of the vote with Rubio in a distant second with 24% and Cruz slightly further behind with 21%.[138]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 March 1, 2016: Super Tuesday




Super Tuesday voting, after the early voting in February, decided nearly half of the delegate votes needed to achieve the 1,237 votes to win the nomination at the 2016 Republican National Convention—595 delegates at stake, to be exact. North Dakota held the last caucus on Super Tuesday, but there was no presidential straw poll and all the delegates elected later at its convention in April were unbound. Wyoming took a straw poll, but it was non-binding and no delegates were allocated on Super Tuesday. Leading up to Super Tuesday, a debate between the remaining five candidates took place in Houston on February 25, 2016. Political rhetoric and charges heated up with Cruz and Rubio teaming up to attack Trump.[139]



	Super Tuesday results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Carson
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	255
	218
	96
	21
	3
	2
	595



	Popular vote
	2,955,120

(34.4%)
	2,502,557

(29.2%)
	1,881,068

(21.9%)
	546,465

(6.4%)
	493,912

(5.8%)
	–
	8,581,841



	States won
	7
	3
	1
	0
	0
	0
	11



	



	Alabama
	
43.4%
Delegates won:36


	
21%
Delegates won:13


	
18.7%
Delegates won:1


	
4.4%
Delegates won:0


	
10.2%
Delegates won:0


	–
	N/A



	Alaska
	
33.6%
Delegates won:11


	
36.4%
Delegates won:12


	
15.2%
Delegates won:5


	
4%
Delegates won:0


	
10.8%
Delegates won:0


	–



	Arkansas
	
32.8%
Delegates won:16


	31%
	25%
	4%
	6%
	–



	Georgia
	39%
	24%
	24%
	6%
	6%
	–



	Massachusetts
	49%
	10%
	18%
	18%
	3%
	–



	Minnesota
	21%
	29%
	36%
	6%
	7%
	–



	Oklahoma
	28%
	34%
	26%
	4%
	6%
	–



	Tennessee
	39%
	25%
	21%
	5%
	8%
	–



	Texas
	27%
	44%
	18%
	4%
	4%
	–



	Vermont
	33%
	10%
	19%
	30%
	4%
	–



	Virginia
	35%
	17%
	32%
	10%
	6%
	–




Trump won the contests in Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Massachusetts, Tennessee, Vermont and Virginia, while Cruz netted a strong victory in his home state of Texas and added victories in Oklahoma and Alaska. Rubio won his first contest in the Minnesota Republican Caucus and finished a strong second in Virginia. Kasich won no contests, but he almost won in Vermont and finished second in Massachusetts. Carson did not win or place in any contest, netted only three delegates and though he initially expressed an intent to stay in the race, began showing signs of withdrawing in the days following Super Tuesday; he ultimately suspended his campaign on March 4, 2016.[140][141][142]
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 Early March 2016: Between Super Tuesdays




After Super Tuesday voting, but before winner-take-all voting was to begin, nine states, two territories and Washington, D.C. held their primaries and caucuses. During this period, 377 delegates were at stake. On March 3, 2016, the day before Carson dropped out of the race, Romney criticized Trump in a heavily publicized speech. Later that day, there was another GOP debate[image: External link], which again featured Trump, Cruz, Rubio and Kasich. Carson did not participate in the debate, as he announced the suspension of his campaign the next day, narrowing the field to four; he subsequently endorsed Trump on March 10, 2016, the day after Fiorina endorsed Cruz.[143] Meanwhile, as the prospect of a Trump nomination became more imminent, establishment Republicans pressured Romney or House Speaker Paul Ryan to enter the race; Romney had already decided not to enter the race on January 30, 2015, while Ryan announced he would not enter on April 13, 2016.[144][145]

On March 5, Cruz won the Kansas and Maine caucuses by comfortable margins. Trump narrowly won the Kentucky caucus and the Louisiana primary. Rubio and Kasich did not finish first or second on any primaries on "Super Saturday". The following day, the first of the 2016 primaries to be held in a U.S. territory went to Rubio, who won all of Puerto Rico's 23 delegates.[146] On March 8, Trump won in Michigan, Mississippi and Hawaii, while Cruz took the Idaho Republican Primary, while Rubio missed delegate thresholds in Michigan, Mississippi and Idaho, finishing the night with only a single delegate. Despite some favorable polling in Michigan,[147] Kasich did not win any primaries, but he still picked up 17 delegates. Neither Rubio nor Kasich finished first or second in any primaries held that day.

In the Virgin Islands caucuses on March 10, a slate composed wholly of uncommitted delegates was initially elected. However, the entire slate was later disqualified by the territorial party and was replaced by the elected alternates-– two uncommitted, two for Rubio and one each for Cruz and Trump.[148] The dispute is now in court.[149] Also on March 10, there was a debate in Florida between the four surviving candidates, which was conducted in a more civil tone than prior debates.[150]

On March 12, the Guam caucuses endorsed eight uncommitted delegates and one unbound Cruz-supporting delegate.[151] Rubio won his final contest in D.C. and 9 delegates went to Cruz in the Wyoming county conventions. Rubio and Trump both earned one delegate and another was elected as uncommitted. Rubio's delegates stated that he would vote for Cruz on the second ballot if there was one.



	March 5–12 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Rubio
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	140
	137
	48
	36
	12[h]
	373



	Popular vote
	987,571

(37.2%)
	820,746

(30.9%)
	299,397

(11.3%)
	441,127

(16.6%)
	24,662

(0.9%)
	2,653,336



	States won
	5
	3
	0+PR+DC
	0
	0+VI+GU
	8+4



	



	Kansas
	23%
	47%
	17%
	11%
	0.4%
	N/A



	Kentucky
	36%
	32%
	16%
	14%
	0.2%



	Louisiana
	41%
	38%
	11%
	6%
	–



	Maine
	33%
	46%
	8%
	12%
	–



	Puerto Rico
	13%
	9%
	71%
	1%
	–



	Hawaii
	43%
	32%
	13%
	10%
	–



	Idaho
	28%
	45%
	16%
	7%
	–



	Michigan
	37%
	25%
	9%
	24%
	2%



	Mississippi
	47%
	36%
	5%
	9%
	–



	Virgin Islands*
	6%
	12%
	10%
	–
	65%



	Guam†
	0
	1
	0
	0
	8



	Washington D.C.
	14%
	12%
	37%
	36%
	–



	Wyoming‡
	
7.2%
Delegates won:1


	
66.3%
Delegates won:23


	
19.5%
Delegates won:1


	
0%
Delegates won:0


	
7.0%
Delegates won:1






* Virgin Islands results do not take account of the later disqualification of delegates. Accounting for the disqualified delegates, the results were as follows: Uncommitted 36%, Cruz 22%, Rubio 18%, Carson 12%, Trump 12%.

† Delegate totals are given in Guam as no tally of the popular vote has been released and one delegate was elected by acclamation.

‡Wyoming held county conventions with no statewide popular vote; percentages represent the vote of county delegates.
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 March 15, 2016: Super Tuesday II




March 15 featured winner-take-all primaries in the delegate-rich states of Florida—Rubio's home state—and Ohio—Kasich's home state. There were also contests in Illinois, Missouri, North Carolina, and the Northern Mariana Islands, totaling 367 delegates. It was widely seen as a very important day in the presidential race because of the large number of winner-take-all delegates at stake. In the days leading up to Florida, the remaining candidates announced prominent endorsements and Trump and Rubio in particular spent millions on television advertisements assailing the other in Florida. The level of protest and violence at Trump rallies meanwhile became an object of criticism by other candidates; one such incident led to the cancellation of a Trump event in Chicago on March 13, 2016.[152] On March 11, 2016, in an effort to stop Trump, Rubio told his supporters in Ohio to vote for Kasich, while Kasich refused to tell his Florida supporters to help Rubio, with a campaign spokesperson later quoted as saying: "We were going to win Ohio anyway even without his help, just as he's going to lose Florida to Trump without ours".[153] The Northern Mariana Islands caucuses were the first contest to close on March 15, with Trump taking 73% of the vote and collecting all nine delegates.[154] In Florida, Trump netted the biggest prize of the night, handily defeating Rubio in his home state.[155] Trump added to that wins in North Carolina, Illinois and Missouri. Soon after the announcement of his loss in Florida, Rubio suspended his campaign. Kasich got on the board for the first time, winning his home state of Ohio to stave off elimination. Kasich's victory in Ohio meant that the 2016 Republican primaries were the first since 1968 (and the first in which every state held a contest) in which more than three candidates won at least one state (though in 2012[image: External link] three candidates (Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum, and Newt Gingrich) won states and a fourth (Ron Paul) won a territory (Virgin Islands) while Democratic primaries have historically been more divided; examples are the Democratic primaries in 1968 (five candidates won states), 1972 (seven), 1976 (six), 1988 (five), 1992 (five), and 2004[image: External link] (four). The election in Missouri was very close, with Trump beating Cruz by fewer than 2,000 votes (0.21%);[156][157] Cruz could have contested the outcome because the difference was less than 0.5%, but chose not to, thereby giving the 12 statewide delegates to Trump and 37 overall out of the 52.[158]



	March 15 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Rubio
	Total



	Delegates won
	228
	51
	81
	6
	366



	Popular vote
	3,202,125

(40.6%)
	1,912,166

(24.2%)
	1,620,506

(20.5%)
	957,976

(12.1%)
	7,889,784



	States won
	4+NMP
	0
	1
	0
	5+NMP



	



	Florida
	46%
	17%
	7%
	27%
	N/A



	Illinois
	39%
	30%
	20%
	9%



	Missouri
	40.8%
	40.6%
	10%
	6%



	North Carolina
	40%
	36%
	12%
	8%



	N. Mariana Islands
	73%
	24%
	2%
	1%



	Ohio
	36%
	13%
	47%
	2%
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 Late March – April 2016: A three-candidate race




Seven states and one territory voted between March 22 and April 19, 2016, totaling 315 delegates with New York the largest (winner-take-most, 95), followed by Arizona (winner-take-all, 58).

The final debate between the candidates, which had been scheduled to take place on March 21, 2016, in Salt Lake City[image: External link], was cancelled after Trump and Kasich withdrew from the event. Trump had initially announced that he would be absent as there had been enough debates; Kasich subsequently stated that he would not attend a debate without Trump.[159]

On March 22, with concerns about the border, immigration and national security at the fore, Trump won all 58 delegates in Arizona. However, in Utah, Cruz garnered 69% of the vote, triggering the 50% rule to take all 40 delegates, buoyed by anti-Trump sentiment among many Mormons. All of American Samoa's delegates were uncommitted.[160] After Trump was declared the presumptive nominee, all of the American Samoa delegates committed to him.[161] American Samoa and Utah were the last caucuses of the 2016 Republican primary season.

As a Trump nomination became even more likely, the Club for Growth and other backers of the Stop Trump movement began adopting increasingly drastic strategies to derail his nomination, including all-out opposition to him in Wisconsin, seen as one opportunity to deny him the 1,237 delegates needed to clinch the nomination.[162] Trump stated that he foresaw the outbreak of riots if he were denied the nomination at the convention.[163] Despite often being viewed as anathema to the establishment, Cruz began picking up endorsements of establishment figures dismayed by the prospect of a Trump nomination, including that of Romney just before the Utah primary, Bush on March 23, 2016, and Walker on March 29, 2016.[164]

Toward the end of March, the competition between the three remaining candidates grew even fiercer.[165] The increasingly acrimonious back-and-forth between Cruz and Trump took a new turn after the National Enquirer accused Cruz of being involved in five extramarital affairs-– claims Cruz denied, accusing Trump of planting the claim, but other sources linked it to Rubio's suspended campaign.[166][167] On March 29, the same day Walker endorsed Cruz, at a GOP town hall event hosted by CNN, all three remaining Republican candidates distanced themselves from the vow they had taken in September to support their party's eventual nominee. Referring to the pledge, Kasich stated, "all of us shouldn't even have answered that question".[168]

April 3 had a North Dakota convention where Cruz gained support of eight delegates and Trump got one. Cruz later got six extra delegates committed to him. After Cruz dropped out, three delegates switched their support to Trump. The 13 uncommitted delegates backed Trump, giving him the support of 17 delegates and a majority. On April 5, buoyed by support from Walker and the state's talk and national radio hosts, Cruz won the statewide contests by a 48–35% margin and six congressional districts at the Wisconsin primary for 36 delegates. Trump won two congressional districts for six delegates.[169]

Following the Wisconsin primary, the three candidates moved on to Trump's home state of New York for its April 19 primary. Trump and Kasich teamed up to assail Cruz for his earlier criticism of Trump's "New York values," while Cruz reiterated his claim that Trump has an inconsistent conservative record and stated that "the only reason Kasich is attacking me now is because Kasich is afraid of going against Trump if I dropped out." Trump also received the support of former New York mayor and 2008 presidential candidate Rudy Giuliani during the lead-up to the New York primary. On April 9, 2016, Cruz won the Colorado delegates after taking a solid majority, the state's four uncommitted delegates declaring support for Cruz, bringing his total delegate count in Colorado to 34. On April 16, 2016, Cruz won all 14 at-large delegates in the Wyoming state convention.[170] He also received the support of RNC Committeewoman Marti Halverson, one of the 3 RNC delegates to the convention.[171]

On April 19, Trump won New York with 59% of the vote, taking 89 of its 95 delegates. Kasich was a distant second with 25% of the vote, taking the other six delegates. Cruz was completely shut-out from receiving any New York delegates, coming in third place with only 15% of the vote, as the threshold for obtaining any delegates was 20%. Following the New York primary, Cruz was mathematically eliminated from reaching the majority of 1,237 delegates to earn the nomination, as he needed 678 more while only 674 were available.[172]



	March 22 – April 19 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	154
	123
	6
	5
	288



	Popular vote
	1,254,994

(43.9%)
	974,360

(34.1%)
	485,025

(17.0%)
	2,293

	2,857,840



	States won
	3+AS
	4
	0
	0

	7+AS



	



	American Samoa*
	9
	0
	0
	0
	N/A



	Arizona
	46%
	28%
	11%
	–



	Utah
	14%
	69%
	17%
	–



	North Dakota*
	17
	11
	0
	0



	Wisconsin
	35%
	48%
	14%
	0.2%



	Colorado#
	1
	29+4[i]
	0
	3



	Wyoming[j]#
	0
	14
	0
	2



	New York
	59%
	15%
	25%
	–




* The delegate count is given for American Samoa and North Dakota as no tally of the vote has been released. All delegates from American Samoa are unpledged. All delegates from North Dakota are unbound but some have declared support (committed to) for a candidate (they can still change their minds).

#The delegate count from Colorado and Wyoming is given because there is no tally for popular vote. These delegates, however, can choose to be bound to a candidate or to be left uncommitted. They indicated this when they filed to run for a delegate spot.
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 April 26, 2016: Acela primary




On April 26, 2016, five Northeastern primaries were contested—Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, Pennsylvania and Rhode Island—and were collectively termed the "Amtrak" or "Acela primary" in reference to the Acela Express, which runs through the area.[173] All five primaries were won by Trump by overwhelming margins between 29% and 41%; Trump received over 54% of the vote in all five. He claimed all the delegates available in Connecticut, Delaware and Maryland, as well as all 17 pledged delegates in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania also elected 54 unpledged delegates and both the Trump campaign and The Washington Post estimated that Trump would win the support of at least 39 of the Keystone State's 54 unpledged delegates.[174] Only in Rhode Island, where delegates were allocated proportionally, did Kasich (5) or Cruz (2) win any pledged delegates. Trump attained 12 of the 19 there and 111 of the 118 by the end of the night. The night was also notable as Trump cleared 10 million votes, surpassing the vote total attained by McCain[175] and Romney[176] in 2008 and 2012 respectively. The two aforementioned contests were won with the candidate receiving a majority of the popular vote nationwide in both 2008 and 2012. The next day, Trump received the support of 31 unbound delegates from Pennsylvania, while Cruz nabbed four of them, Kasich three, and five remained uncommitted.[177] On April 28, 2016, a Trump rally in Costa Mesa, California, attracted protests that turned violent, with approximately twenty people arrested and a police car vandalized.[178] On April 29, the Trump campaign declared that they had accumulated 1,001 delegates, only 236 from the 1,237 necessary for the nomination.[179]



	April 26 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	111
	2
	5
	6
	124



	Popular vote
	1,356,152

(56.5%)
	475,112

(19.8%)
	506,327

(21.1%)
	3,145
	2,399,257



	States won
	5
	0
	0
	0
	5



	



	Connecticut
	58%
	12%
	28%
	1%
	N/A



	Delaware
	61%
	16%
	20%
	–



	Maryland
	54%
	19%
	23%
	–



	Pennsylvania
	57%
	22%
	19%
	–



	Rhode Island
	63%
	10%
	24%
	1%
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 May 3, 2016: Indiana primary




Five primaries were contested in May: Indiana, Nebraska, West Virginia, Oregon and Washington, with the Hoosier State awarding the most, with 57 delegates. By late April, Cruz and Kasich had both been eliminated from getting 1,237 delegates, but they still had a chance to accumulate enough delegates to force a contested convention in Cleveland. Realizing this, Cruz and Kasich attempted to focus their efforts in different states, with Cruz challenging Trump head-to-head in Indiana and Kasich challenging Trump in Oregon and New Mexico.[180][181][182] The Indiana primary, whose delegates were awarded winner-take all statewide and by congressional district, was seen as essential to denying Trump the 1,237 delegates needed to secure the nomination.[60] Following the Acela primaries, Cruz attempted to bolster his chances by announcing that, if nominated, he would name Fiorina as his running mate[183] (Fiorina had served as a Cruz campaign surrogate since endorsing him in March after suspending her own presidential campaign in February and Cruz hoped that Fiorina could help his campaign in Indiana and her home state of California).[184] On April 29, 2016, Governor Mike Pence of Indiana announced that he would vote for Cruz in the primary election.[185] Nevertheless, although Trump was outspent by a margin of more than 4-1, he handily won Indiana with 53.3% of the vote, winning a plurality in every Congressional District and taking all 57 delegates.[186] Cruz subsequently dropped out of the race, eliminating any hope of a contested convention in July. As a result, Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus tweeted that Trump was the presumptive nominee in the GOP. The next day, Kasich also suspended his campaign, leaving Trump as the only candidate in the race. Many Republican leaders and even former presidential candidates endorsed Trump after the withdrawal of Kasich and Cruz, but other party leaders such as Ryan, Romney and the entire Bush family withheld their support,[187] although Ryan endorsed Trump on June 2, 2016.[188]



	May 3 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Cruz
	Kasich
	Total



	Delegates won
	57
	0
	0
	57[13]



	Popular vote
	591,514

(53.3%)
	406,783

(36.6%)
	84,111

(7.6%)
	1,110,543



	States won
	1
	0
	0
	1



	



	Indiana
	53%
	37%
	8%
	N/A
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 May 2016: Trump as presumptive nominee




142 delegates were awarded between the Indiana primary and the final primaries in June; however, with Trump the only candidate remaining, Washington, Oregon, West Virginia and Nebraska became essentially uncontested, although Cruz and Kasich remained on the ballot. Trump won handily in West Virginia, Nebraska and Oregon, although Kasich received one delegate from West Virginia and five in Oregon, while Cruz took five in Oregon as well. The next week, Trump won decisively in Washington State, taking 76% of the vote and 41 of 44 delegates, with the other three uncommitted.



	May 10–24 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Kasich
	Cruz
	Uncom.
	Total



	Delegates won
	127
	6
	5
	4
	142[13]



	Popular vote
	987,336

(70.5%)
	157,632

(11.3%)
	185,689

(13.3%)
	-
	1,399,967



	States won
	4
	0
	0
	0
	4



	



	Nebraska
	61%
	11%
	18%
	-
	N/A



	West Virginia
	77%
	6%
	9%
	-



	Oregon
	64%
	16%
	17%
	-



	Washington
	75%
	10%
	11%
	-




On May 26, 2016, the Associated Press announced that Trump had passed the threshold of 1,237 delegates required to guarantee his nomination,[10] thanks to unbound delegates from North Dakota who declared their support for Trump.
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 June 2016: Final primaries




See also: Free the Delegates


The final five primary contests were held on June 7, 2016, in California, Montana, New Jersey, New Mexico and South Dakota, with California awarding the most with 172 delegates and New Jersey with 51. Though initially pegged by pundits as being an important primary, the suspension of the Cruz and Kasich campaigns following the Indiana primary made the California primary merely a formality at that point, as Trump shattered the all-time record for votes in the Republican primaries set by George W. Bush in 2000 of 12,034,676 votes.[63] After the final primaries, his vote total was 14,015,993 (44.9%), almost 2 million votes higher than the previous record.[17]



	June 7 results



	Candidate
	Trump
	Total



	Delegates won
	303
	303



	Popular vote
	2,259,716

(75.2%)
	3,003,652



	States won
	5
	



	



	California
	75%
	N/A



	Montana
	74%



	New Jersey
	80%



	New Mexico
	71%



	South Dakota
	67%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 July 2016: National Convention




Main article: 2016 Republican National Convention


The 2016 Republican National Convention was held from July 18–21 at the Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland. The delegates selected the Republican presidential and vice presidential nominees and wrote the party platform. A simple majority of 1,237 delegates was needed to win the presidential nomination.[189] Following Trump's decisive win in Indiana and the subsequent suspension of the Cruz and Kasich campaigns, not to mention Trump reaching the threshold following his decisive win in Washington state, it became clear that there would not be a contested convention in Cleveland. On the first ballot, Trump clinched the nomination with 1,725 delegates, 488 more than required.[190]
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 Campaign finance




This is an overview of the money used in the campaign as it was reported to Federal Election Committee and released on July 21, 2016. Outside groups are independent expenditure-only committees, also called PACs and SuperPACs. Several such groups normally support each candidate but the numbers in the table are a total of all of them, meaning that a group of committees can be shown as technically insolvent even though it is not the case for all of them. The source of all the numbers is the Center for Responsive Politics.[191]



	Candidate
	Campaign committee (as of June 30)
	Outside groups (as of July 21)
	Total spent
	Suspended

campaign[a]



	Money raised
	Money spent
	Cash on hand
	Debt
	Money raised
	Money spent
	Cash on hand



	Donald Trump
	$88,997,986
	$68,787,021
	$20,210,966
	$0*
	$9,744,105
	$7,620,376
	$2,123,729
	$76,407,397[192]
	Convention



	John Kasich
	$18,973,502
	$17,564,740
	$1,408,688
	$0
	$15,245,069
	$20,660,401
	$-5,415,332
	$38,225,141
	May 4



	Ted Cruz
	$89,322,157
	$79,919,142
	$9,403,015
	$0
	$67,463,363
	$47,145,301
	$20,318,062
	$127,064,443
	May 3



	Marco Rubio
	$54,739,824
	$51,964,471
	$3,316,872
	$2,067,041
	$61,966,485
	$59,868,636
	$2,097,849
	$111,833,107
	March 15



	Ben Carson
	$62,745,221
	$60,873,041
	$1,872,180
	$266,884
	$16,217,786
	$16,815,756
	$-597,970
	$77,688,797
	March 4



	Jeb Bush
	$33,999,149
	$33,967,964
	$31,185
	$261,703†
	$121,196,562
	$104,124,340
	$17,072,222
	$138,092,304
	February 20



	Jim Gilmore
	$383,500
	$383,300
	$200
	$0
	$342,200
	$368,600
	$-125,050
	$751,900
	February 12



	Chris Christie
	$8,294,352
	$8,163,565
	$130,786
	$383,518†
	$23,654,517
	$23,146,491
	$508,026
	$31,310,056
	February 10



	Carly Fiorina
	$11,932,371
	$10,683,201
	$1,249,170
	$0
	$14,565,281
	$13,924,385
	$640,896
	$24,607,586
	February 10



	Rick Santorum
	$1,365,073
	$1,361,497
	$3,576
	$556,860†
	$714,251
	$1,143,235
	$-428,984
	$2,504,732
	February 3



	Rand Paul
	$12,101,426
	$12,020,383
	$81,044
	$317,365†
	$10,856,091
	$8,907,098
	$1,948,994
	$20,927,481
	February 3



	Mike Huckabee
	$4,290,564
	$4,276,260
	$14,304
	$19,204
	$5,874,843
	$6,126,465
	$-251,622
	$10,402,725
	February 1



	George Pataki
	$544,183
	$524,850
	$5,301
	$0
	$1,547,674
	$1,547,674
	$0
	$2,072,524
	December 29



	Lindsey Graham
	$5,423,113
	$5,370,216
	$52,898
	$43,041
	$4,560,305
	$4,391,365
	$168,940
	$9,761,581
	December 21



	Bobby Jindal[image: External link]
	$1,442,464
	$1,442,464
	$0
	$0
	$4,517,207
	$4,517,938
	$-730
	$5,960,401
	November 17



	Scott Walker
	$7,893,839
	$7,877,050
	$16,789
	$898,676†
	$24,554,588
	$24,489,961
	$64,627
	$32,367,011
	September 21



	Rick Perry
	$1,427,133
	$1,767,404
	$1,818
	$0
	$15,231,068
	$15,356,117
	$-125,050
	$17,123,521
	September 11
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 Process




See also: United States presidential primary § Process[image: External link]; and Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link]


The Republican National Committee imposed strict new rules for states wishing to hold early contests in 2016.[193] Under these rules, no state was permitted to hold a primary or caucus in January; only Iowa, New Hampshire, South Carolina and Nevada were entitled to February contests. States with primaries or caucuses in early March were to award their delegates proportionally. Any state that might have violated these rules was to have their delegation to the 2016 convention severely cut: states with more than 30 delegates would have been deprived of all but nine, plus RNC members from that state; states with fewer than 30 would have been reduced to six, plus RNC members.[193] In contrast to the 2012 cycle no states violated these rules.

The Republican Party presidential primaries and caucuses are indirect elections in which voters allocated or elect delegates to the 2016 Republican National Convention. These delegates can be bound or unbound to vote for a particular candidate. The election of the state delegation can happen directly or indirectly as the primary election table below shows.


	
Date: The date given in the first column is the date of the popular primary or caucus in a particular state or territory. This event may or may not allocate delegates. Two more dates are also important in the process: the date on which Congressional District delegates are (s)elected, and the date on which state delegates are (s)elected. Some events stretch for more than one day; in these cases the date stated in the table is the final day of the event.

	
State delegation: Each delegation is made up of up to three kinds of delegates: party members, delegates from the congressional districts and delegates from the state at-large. They can either be bound, meaning that they are legally bound to vote for a particular candidate in the first ballot at the National Convention, or they can be unbound, meaning that they are free to vote for any candidate at the National Convention. Bound delegates' voting obligations are not necessarily in line with their own personal views, and thus cannot always be used as an indicator as to how a certain delegate will vote should there be more than one ballot at the Convention. If a candidate suspends his campaign,[a] the delegates allocated and/or elected to him may become unbound or stay bound depending on state rules

	
RNC: Three Republican National Committee members from each state will go to the National Convention as delegates. Most of them will be bound to a candidate according to the result of the primary or caucuses. Only fifteen RNC members will be unbound, their states and territories are marked with a footnote.

	
AL: At Large delegates are elected as representatives of the whole state. Each state is allotted ten delegates and each territory six delegates. Each state can on top of this get bonus delegates based on whether it has a Republican governor, it has Republican majorities in one or all chambers of its state legislature, and whether it has Republican majorities in its delegation to the U.S. Congress, among other factors.[194] With the exception of Missouri all these delegates are allocated at the state level.

	
CD: Each Congregational District have been assigned three delegates. These are allocated either on the District or State level according to state rules.





	
Allocation: Delegates can either be allocated or unallocated at the starting primary or caucuses. They can be allocated to a candidate or as uncommitted. Those delegates that are not allocated at the starting event will later be elected either bound to a candidate or uncommitted also called unbound. The contests that allocate delegates on state and district levels use the following allocating systems:

	
Winner-take-all. The candidate receiving the most votes is allocated all the delegates. A few states allocated all their delegates based solely on the statewide vote, but most allocated the AL delegates based on the statewide vote and the CD delegates based on the district vote in each districts. This means a candidate can "win" a state without getting all the delegates in that state's delegation.

	
Proportional. All candidates receive delegates in accordance with the popular vote at the primary or caucuses.

	Winner-take-most. This is a hybrid of winner-take-all and proportional. The delegates are allocated proportionally but different rules ensure that only the leading candidates take part in the allocation. If a candidate gets more than a certain threshold of the votes he will be allocated all the delegates, otherwise it is allocated proportionally. High thresholds are in place in winner-take-most primaries or caucuses. Additional rules are also in place in some states.

	
Direct election. Instead of voting for a candidate at the primary or caucuses the voters elect the delegates directly. The delegates can state their presidential preference (and be elected on a particular candidate's "ticket") or they can be elected as uncommitted.





	
Election: Delegates are elected before, at the same time or after the starting event depending on the allocation method and the state rules.

	
Convention. This including Congressional District Conventions, Congressional District Caucuses at State Conventions, Summer Meetings, State and CD delegation selection meetings and State Conventions where delegates are elected. Conventions where National Delegates are not (s)elected have not been included in the tablet.

	
Direct election. The National Convention delegates are elected directly on the ballot. They will either be bound, as a delegation, to the result of the contest or they will individually state on the ballot what candidate they will be bound to or if they wish to be elected as unbound delegates depending.

	
Slate. A slate can be made up in three ways: all candidates submitting a slate before the primary or caucuses, the winning candidate submitting their slate after the primary or caucuses, or the State Committee or Convention making up the slates before the primary or caucuses. The allocated delegates are then selected from these slates.

	
Committee[image: External link]. Each state has its own rules and regulations. Ordinarily, the state GOP executive committee or its chairman selects the delegates.







According to Rule 40(b) of the RNC Rules of the Republican Party,[15] enacted prior to the 2012 convention and amended most recently in 2014, nominations at the National Convention may be made only of candidates who demonstrate the support of a majority of delegates of at least eight state delegations. Previously, this had been a lower threshold of a plurality in five states. However, per Rule 42, Rules 26–42 are "Standing Rules for this convention (2012) and the temporary rules for the next convention (2016)". While the current candidates operate under these temporary rules, it is unclear whether they will remain in place for the 2016 convention.[needs update[image: External link]][195][196][197][198] As of March 16, 2016, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus has not taken a position on the potential rule change, while others in the party advocate for it.[199][200]
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 Schedule






	Date
	State
	State delegation (only voting delegates)
	Allocation
	Election (CD)
	Election (AL)
	Thres-

hold



	RNC
	AL
	CD
	Total
	U
	B
	Contest
	AL
	CD
	Date
	Type
	Date
	Type



	Feb 1
	Iowa
	3
	15
	12
	30
	0
	30[k]
	Caucus (closed)
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 9
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	N/A



	Feb 9
	New Hampshire
	3
	20
	0
	23
	3[m]
	18
	Primary (semi-closed)
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Feb 9
	Slate
	10%



	Feb 20
	South Carolina
	3
	26
	21
	50
	0
	50
	Primary (open)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	April
	Convention
	May 7
	Convention
	N/A



	Feb 23
	Nevada
	3
	27
	0
	30
	2[m]
	28
	Caucus (closed)
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 7
	Convention
	3.33%[n]



	Mar 1
	Alabama[image: External link]
	3
	26
	21
	50
	0
	50
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Mar 1
	Slate
	Mar 1
	Slate
	20%



	Alaska[image: External link]
	3
	25
	0
	28
	0
	28
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 28
	Convention
	13%



	Arkansas[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	9[m]
	31
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 30
	Convention
	May 14
	Committee
	15%



	Colorado[image: External link]
	3[b]
	13
	21
	37
	7
	30
	Caucus (closed)
	(No allocation)
	(No allocation)
	Apr 8
	Convention[image: External link] [o]
	Apr 9
	Convention [o]
	N/A



	Georgia[image: External link]
	3
	31
	42
	76
	0
	76
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 16
	Convention
	June 3
	Convention
	20%



	Massachusetts[image: External link]
	3
	12
	27
	42
	0
	42
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 23
	Convention
	June 3
	Committee
	5%



	Minnesota
	3
	11
	24
	38
	17[m]
	21
	Caucus (open)
	Proportional
	Proportional
	May 7
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	10%



	North Dakota[image: External link]
	3[b]
	25
	0
	28
	28
	0
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 3
	Convention
	N/A



	Oklahoma[image: External link]
	3
	25
	15
	43
	3
	40
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 16
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	15%



	Tennessee[image: External link]
	3
	28
	27
	58
	0
	58
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Mar 1
	Direct Elec.
	Apr 2
	Direct Elec.[p]
	20%



	Texas[image: External link]
	3
	44
	108
	155
	0
	155
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	20%



	Vermont[image: External link]
	3
	13
	0
	16
	0
	16
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 21
	Convention
	20%



	Virginia[image: External link]
	3
	13
	33
	49
	0
	49
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	May 21
	Convention
	Apr 30
	Convention
	N/A



	Wyoming
	3[b]
	14
	12
	29
	5[m]
	24
	Caucus (closed)
	(No allocation)
	(No allocation)
	Mar 12
	Convention [o][q]
	Apr 16
	Convention [o]
	N/A



	Mar 5
	Kansas[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	0
	40
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Apr 23
	Convention
	May 21
	Committee
	10%



	Kentucky[image: External link]
	3
	25
	18
	46
	0
	46
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	May 17
	Convention
	May 18
	Convention
	5%



	Louisiana[image: External link]
	3
	25
	18
	46
	5
	41
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Mar 12
	Convention
	Mar 12
	Convention
	20%



	Maine[image: External link]
	3
	14
	6
	23
	0
	23
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most [l]
	Apr 22
	Convention
	Apr 22
	Convention
	10%



	Mar 6
	Puerto Rico
	3
	20
	0
	23
	0
	23
	Primary (open)
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 6
	Direct Elec.
	20%



	Mar 8
	Hawaii[image: External link]
	3
	10
	6
	19
	0
	19
	Caucus (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Mar 8
	Slate
	Mar 8
	Slate
	N/A



	Idaho[image: External link]
	3
	29
	0
	32
	0
	32
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Jun 4
	Convention
	20%



	Michigan[image: External link]
	3
	14
	42
	59
	0
	59
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	Apr 8
	Convention
	Apr 9
	Convention
	15%



	Mississippi[image: External link]
	3
	25
	12
	40
	0
	40
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Winner-take-most
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	15%



	Mar 10
	U.S. Virgin Islands[r]
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	5
	4
	Caucus (closed)
	Direct Elec.[o]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 10
	Convention
	N/A



	Mar 12
	District of Columbia[image: External link]
	3
	16
	0
	19
	0
	19
	Convention (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 12
	Convention
	15%



	Guam
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	9
	0
	Caucus (closed)
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 12
	Convention
	N/A



	Mar 15
	Florida
	0
	18
	81
	99
	0
	99
	Primary (closed)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	Jun 3
	Convention
	Jun 3
	Committee
	N/A



	Illinois[image: External link]
	3
	12
	54
	69
	0
	69
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Direct Elec.[o]
	Mar 15
	Direct Elec.
	May 22
	Convention
	N/A



	Missouri[image: External link]
	3
	25[s]
	24
	52
	0
	52
	Primary (open)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Proportional
	Apr 30
	Convention
	Jun 2
	Convention
	N/A



	Northern Mariana Is.
	3
	6
	0
	9
	0
	9
	Caucus (closed)
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 15
	Direct Elect.
	N/A



	North Carolina[image: External link]
	3
	69
	0
	72
	0
	72
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional [l]
	Apr 27
	Convention
	May 8
	Convention
	N/A



	Ohio[image: External link]
	3
	63
	0
	66
	0
	66
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 15
	Slate
	N/A



	Mar 22
	American Samoa
	3[b]
	6
	0
	9
	9
	0
	Caucus (open)
	(No allocation)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 22
	Convention
	N/A



	Arizona[image: External link]
	3
	28
	27
	58
	0
	58
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	Apr 30
	Convention
	Apr 30
	Convention
	N/A



	Utah[image: External link]
	3
	37
	0
	40
	0
	40
	Caucus (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 23
	Convention
	15%[t]



	Apr 5
	Wisconsin
	3
	15
	24
	42
	0
	42
	Primary (open)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 17
	Convention
	May 14
	Slate
	N/A



	Apr 19
	New York
	3
	11
	81
	95
	0
	95
	Primary (closed)
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-most
	Apr 19
	Slate
	May 26
	Committee
	20%[u]



	Apr 26
	Connecticut[image: External link]
	3
	10
	15
	28
	0
	28
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-most
	Winner-take-all
	May 20
	Slate
	May 20
	Slate
	20%



	Delaware[image: External link]
	3
	13
	0
	16
	0
	16
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Apr 29
	Convention
	N/A



	Maryland
	3
	11
	24
	38
	0
	38
	Primary (closed)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	May 14
	Convention
	N/A



	Pennsylvania
	3
	14
	54
	71
	54
	17
	Primary (closed)
	Winner-take-all
	(No allocation)
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	May 21
	Committee
	N/A



	Rhode Island[image: External link]
	3
	10
	6
	19
	0
	19
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	Apr 26
	Direct Elec.
	10%



	May 3
	Indiana
	3
	27
	27
	57
	0
	57
	Primary (open)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Apr 9
	Slate
	Apr 13
	Slate
	N/A



	May 10
	Nebraska
	3
	24
	9
	36
	0
	36
	Primary (semi-closed)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all[l]
	May 14
	Convention
	May 14
	Convention
	N/A



	West Virginia
	3
	22
	9
	34
	0
	34
	Primary (semi-closed)
	Direct Elec.[o]
	Direct Elec.[o]
	May 10
	Direct Elec.
	May 10
	Direct Elec.
	N/A



	May 17
	Oregon
	3
	10
	15
	28
	0
	28
	Primary (closed)
	Proportional
	Proportional
	Jun 4
	Convention
	Jun 4
	Convention
	3.57%[v]



	May 24
	Washington
	3
	11
	30
	44
	0
	44
	Primary (closed)
	Proportional
	Winner-take-most
	May 24
	Slate
	May 24
	Slate
	20%



	June 7
	California
	3
	10
	159
	172
	0
	172
	Primary (closed)
	Winner-take-all
	Winner-take-all
	Jun 7
	Slate
	Jun 7
	Slate
	N/A



	Montana[image: External link]
	3
	24
	0
	27
	0
	27
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	May 14
	Slate
	N/A



	New Jersey[image: External link]
	3
	48
	0
	51
	0
	51
	Primary (semi-closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Jun 5
	Slate
	N/A



	New Mexico[image: External link]
	3
	12
	9
	24
	0
	24
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Proportional
	Proportional[l]
	May 21
	Convention
	May 21
	Convention
	15%



	South Dakota[image: External link]
	3
	26
	0
	29
	0
	29
	Primary (closed)[image: External link]
	Winner-take-all
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Mar 19
	Convention
	N/A





	Sources: Official Republican Schedule and Nominating Process[image: External link], USA Today[image: External link] and The Green Papers[image: External link]
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 Footnotes






	
^ a b c d e f g In US elections, suspending a campaign is a legal technicality allowing candidates to keep raising funds and paying off their debts.[3]


	
^ a b c d e f g RNC members from Colorado, Guam, North Dakota, Samoa, Virgin Islands and Wyoming attended the National Convention as unbound


	
^ Uncommitted delegates have been allocated or elected in Colorado (4), Guam (6), Louisiana (5), North Dakota (25), Oklahoma (3), Pennsylvania (54), Samoa (6), Virgin Islands (2), Washington (3), West Virginia (3), and Wyoming (1)[13]


	
^ Some delegates are still bound to Bush (1), Carson (7), Fiorina (1), Huckabee (1), Paul (1) and Rubio (144)[6][13]


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ In bolded states and territories, the leading candidate won the support of an absolute majority of that state's delegation for the first ballot; according to Rule 40(b), 8 such states are needed to be eligible.[15] In states and territories that are not bolded, the leading candidate won the support of a simple plurality of delegates.


	
^ 3 uncommitted delegates were allocated from Louisiana, 5 from the Virgin Islands, 8 from Guam, 1 from Wyoming


	
^ Four Colorado delegates, while elected as unbound, have decided to vote for Cruz at the GOP's National Convention


	
^ The Wyoming GOP elected the remaining 14 of 26 delegates at its State Convention from April 14–16.


	
^ Iowa's delegates are bound for the first ballot to the candidates of their allocation even if the candidates have suspended their campaigns. This applies to fourteen delegates allocated to Bush, Carson, Fiorina, Huckabee, Paul and Rubio. If only one candidate is put forward for nomination at the National Convention Iowa's delegates are bound to vote for that candidate providing he received votes in caucuses


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j Delegates are allocated in each Congregational District based on the statewide result - Not based on the result in the District - but they are elected at the District Conventions.


	
^ a b c d e Delegates bound to a candidate who later suspends his campaign become unbound in some states. This applies to 3 delegates from New Hampshire elected on the Bush slate and 29 delegates allocated to Rubio from Minnesota (17), Arkansas (9), New Hampshire (2) and Wyoming (1).[6] Additionally, Ben Carson released in writing 2 delegates allocated to him from Nevada.[201]


	
^ 3.33% refers to one delegate out of 30, or  1⁄30.


	
^ a b c d e f g h Delegates indicate on the ballot what candidate they wish to be bound to or if they wish to be elected as unbound.


	
^ Tennessee: half of its at-large delegates will be elected by the State Executive Committee in accordance with the binding primary result


	
^ Wyoming has only one congressional district, so the 12 CD delegates are elected in the 23 counties that are paired together.


	
^ The six uncommitted candidates originally elected at the caucus were ruled ineligible and replaced.[202]


	
^ 16 delegates allocated in CD will be elected as at-large delegates at the state convention


	
^ With 69% of all votes Cruz triggered the 50% threshold giving him all the delegates


	
^ With more than half the votes in both the state contest and 23 out of 27 district contests Trump triggered the 50% threshold giving him all the delegates awarded in these contests


	
^ 3.57% refers to one delegate out of 28, or  1⁄28.
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United States






"United States of America", "America", "US", "U.S.", "USA", and "U.S.A." redirect here. For the landmass encompassing North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] America, see Americas[image: External link]. For other uses, see America (disambiguation)[image: External link], US (disambiguation)[image: External link], USA (disambiguation)[image: External link], and United States (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates[image: External link]: 40°N 100°W[image: External link]

The United States of America /e'merIke /[image: External link] (USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S.) or America, is a constitutional[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link] composed of 50 states, a federal district, five major self-governing territories, and various possessions[image: External link].[fn 6] Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district[image: External link] are contiguous and located in North America[image: External link] between Canada[image: External link] and Mexico[image: External link]. The state of Alaska is in the northwest corner of North America, bordered by Canada to the east and across the Bering Strait[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] to the west. The state of Hawaii[image: External link] is an archipelago[image: External link] in the mid-Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The U.S. territories are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. Nine time zones[image: External link] are covered. The geography[image: External link], climate[image: External link] and wildlife[image: External link] of the country are extremely diverse.[20]

At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km2)[11] and with over 324 million people, the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area[image: External link],[fn 7] third-largest by land area, and the third-most populous[image: External link]. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse[image: External link] and multicultural[image: External link] nations, and is home to the world's largest immigrant population[image: External link].[25] The capital is Washington, D.C., and the largest city is New York City[image: External link]; nine other major metropolitan areas[image: External link]—each with at least 4.5 million inhabitants and the largest having more than 13 million people—are Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Philadelphia[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], and San Francisco[image: External link].

Paleo-Indians migrated from Asia[image: External link] to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago.[26] European colonization[image: External link] began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from 13 British colonies[image: External link] along the East Coast[image: External link]. Numerous disputes between Great Britain[image: External link] and the colonies following the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the American Revolution[image: External link], which began in 1775. On July 4, 1776, during the course of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], the colonies[image: External link] unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link]. The war ended in 1783 with recognition of the independence of the United States[image: External link] by Great Britain[image: External link], representing the first successful war of independence against a European power[image: External link].[27] The current constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1788, after the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], adopted in 1781, were felt to have provided inadequate federal powers. The first ten amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights[image: External link], were ratified in 1791 and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties[image: External link].

The United States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America throughout the 19th century,[28] displacing Native American tribes[image: External link], acquiring new territories[image: External link], and gradually admitting new states[image: External link] until it spanned the continent by 1848.[28] During the second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War[image: External link] led to the end of legal slavery in the country[image: External link].[29][30] By the end of that century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean,[31] and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], began to soar.[32] The Spanish–American War[image: External link] and World War I[image: External link] confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States emerged from World War II[image: External link] as a global superpower[image: External link], the first country to develop nuclear weapons[image: External link], the only country to use them[image: External link] in warfare, and a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The end of the Cold War[image: External link] and the dissolution of the Soviet Union[image: External link] in 1991 left the United States as the world's sole superpower[image: External link].[33] The U.S. is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], World Bank[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], Organization of American States[image: External link] (OAS), and other international organizations.

The United States is a highly developed country[image: External link], with the world's largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link] and second-largest economy by PPP[image: External link]. Though its population is only 4.3% of the world total,[34] Americans hold nearly 40% of the total wealth in the world.[35] The United States ranks among the highest[image: External link] in several measures of socioeconomic performance, including average wage[image: External link],[36] human development[image: External link], per capita GDP[image: External link], and productivity per person.[37] While the U.S. economy[image: External link] is considered post-industrial[image: External link], characterized by the dominance of services[image: External link] and knowledge economy[image: External link], the manufacturing sector remains the second-largest in the world.[38] Accounting for approximately a quarter of global GDP[39] and a third of global military spending[image: External link],[40] the United States is the world's foremost economic and military[image: External link] power. The United States is a prominent political and cultural[image: External link] force internationally, and a leader in scientific research and technological[image: External link] innovations[image: External link].[41]
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 Etymology




See also: Naming of America[image: External link], Names for United States citizens[image: External link], and American (word)[image: External link]


In 1507, the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller[image: External link] produced a world map on which he named the lands of the Western Hemisphere "America"[image: External link] in honor of the Italian explorer and cartographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Americus Vespucius).[42] The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" is from a letter dated January 2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan[image: External link], Esq., George Washington[image: External link]'s aide-de-camp[image: External link] and Muster-Master General of the Continental Army[image: External link]. Addressed to Lt. Col. Joseph Reed[image: External link], Moylan expressed his wish to carry the "full and ample powers of the United States of America" to Spain to assist in the revolutionary war effort.[44][45][46]

The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America" was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette[image: External link] newspaper in Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 6, 1776.[47][48] The second draft of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], prepared by John Dickinson[image: External link] and completed by June 17, 1776, at the latest, declared "The name of this Confederation shall be the 'United States of America.'"[49] The final version of the Articles sent to the states for ratification in late 1777 contains the sentence "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States of America'".[50] In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] wrote the phrase "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" in all capitalized letters in the headline of his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link].[51][52] This draft of the document did not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear whether it was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation.[49] In the final Fourth of July[image: External link] version of the Declaration, the title was changed to read, "The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America".[53] The preamble[image: External link] of the Constitution[image: External link] states "...establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

The short form "United States" is also standard. Other common forms are the "U.S.", the "USA", and "America". Colloquial names are the "U.S. of A." and, internationally, the "States". " Columbia[image: External link]", a name popular in poetry and songs of the late 18th century, derives its origin from Christopher Columbus[image: External link]; it appears in the name "District of Columbia".[54] In non-English languages, the name is frequently the translation of either the "United States" or "United States of America", and colloquially as "America". In addition, an abbreviation (e.g. USA) is sometimes used.[55]

The phrase "United States" was originally plural, a description of a collection of independent states—e.g., "the United States are"—including in the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1865. The singular form—e.g., "the United States is"—became popular after the end of the American Civil War. The singular form is now standard; the plural form is retained in the idiom "these United States".[56] The difference is more significant than usage; it is a difference between a collection of states and a unit.[57]

A citizen of the United States is an " American[image: External link]". "United States", "American" and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word " American[image: External link]" rarely refers to topics or subjects not connected with the United States.[58]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




Main articles: History of the United States[image: External link], Timeline of United States history[image: External link], American business history[image: External link], Economic history of the United States[image: External link], and Labor history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Indigenous and European contact




Further information: Pre-Columbian era[image: External link] and Colonial history of the United States[image: External link]


The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[26] Some, such as the pre-Columbian[image: External link] Mississippian culture[image: External link], developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture, and state-level societies.[59] The first Europeans to arrive in territory of the modern United States were Spanish conquistadors[image: External link] such as Juan Ponce de León[image: External link], and made their first contacts in Florida[image: External link] in 1513. The native population declined[image: External link] for various reasons, primarily from diseases such as smallpox[image: External link] and measles[image: External link]. Violence was not a significant factor in the overall decline among Native Americans[image: External link], though conflict among themselves and with Europeans affected specific tribes and various colonial settlements.[60][61][62][63][64][65] In the Hawaiian Islands[image: External link], the earliest indigenous inhabitants arrived around 1 AD from Polynesia[image: External link]. Europeans under the British explorer Captain James Cook[image: External link] arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in 1778.

In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to food shortages, disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often at war with neighboring tribes and allied with Europeans in their colonial wars. At the same time, however, many natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food and animal pelts, natives for guns, ammunition and other European wares.[66] Natives taught many settlers where, when and how to cultivate corn, beans and squash. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural techniques and lifestyles.[67][68]
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 Settlements




Further information: European colonization of the Americas[image: External link] and Thirteen Colonies[image: External link]


After Spain sent Columbus[image: External link] on his first voyage[image: External link] to the New World[image: External link] in 1492, other explorers followed. The Spanish set up small settlements in New Mexico and Florida. France had several small settlements along the Mississippi River[image: External link]. Successful English settlement[image: External link] on the eastern coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown[image: External link] and the Pilgrims'[image: External link] Plymouth Colony[image: External link] in 1620. Early experiments in communal living failed until the introduction of private farm holdings.[69] Many settlers were dissenting Christian groups[image: External link] who came seeking religious freedom[image: External link]. The continent's first elected legislative assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses[image: External link] created in 1619, the Mayflower Compact[image: External link], signed by the Pilgrims before disembarking, and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut[image: External link], established precedents for the pattern of representative self-government and constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies.[70][71]

Most settlers in every colony were small farmers, but other industries developed within a few decades as varied as the settlements. Cash crops[image: External link] included tobacco, rice and wheat. Extraction industries grew up in furs, fishing and lumber. Manufacturers produced rum and ships, and by the late colonial period Americans were producing one-seventh of the world's iron supply.[72] Cities eventually dotted the coast to support local economies and serve as trade hubs. English colonists were supplemented by waves of Scotch-Irish[image: External link] and other groups. As coastal land grew more expensive freed indentured servants[image: External link] pushed further west.[73]

Slave cultivation of cash crops began with the Spanish in the 1500s, and was adopted by the English, but life expectancy was much higher in North America because of less disease and better food and treatment, leading to a rapid increase in the numbers of slaves.[74][75][76] Colonial society was largely divided over the religious and moral implications of slavery and colonies passed acts for and against the practice.[77][78] But by the turn of the 18th century, African slaves were replacing indentured servants for cash crop labor, especially in southern regions.[79]

With the British colonization of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, the 13 colonies[image: External link] that would become the United States of America were established.[80] All had local governments with elections open to most free men, with a growing devotion to the ancient rights of Englishmen[image: External link] and a sense of self-government stimulating support for republicanism.[81] With extremely high birth rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly. Relatively small Native American populations were eclipsed.[82] The Christian revivalist[image: External link] movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening[image: External link] fueled interest in both religion and religious liberty.[83]

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (in America, known as the French and Indian War[image: External link]), British forces seized Canada from the French, but the francophone[image: External link] population remained politically isolated from the southern colonies. Excluding the Native Americans[image: External link], who were being conquered and displaced, the 13 British colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about one-third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas.[84] The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the development of self-government, but their success motivated monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority.[85]
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 Independence and expansion (1776–1865)




Further information: American Revolutionary War[image: External link], United States Declaration of Independence[image: External link], American Revolution[image: External link], and Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link]


The American Revolutionary War was the first successful colonial war of independence against a European power. Americans had developed an ideology of " republicanism[image: External link]" asserting that government rested on the will of the people as expressed in their local legislatures. They demanded their rights as Englishmen[image: External link] and "no taxation without representation". The British insisted on administering the empire through Parliament, and the conflict[image: External link] escalated into war.[86]

Following the passage of the Lee Resolution[image: External link], on July 2, 1776, which was the actual vote for independence, the Second Continental Congress[image: External link] adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on July 4, which proclaimed, in a long preamble, that humanity is created equal in their unalienable rights and that those rights were not being protected by Great Britain, and declared, in the words of the resolution, that the Thirteen Colonies[image: External link] were independent states and had no allegiance to the British crown in the United States. The fourth day of July is celebrated annually as Independence Day[image: External link]. In 1777, the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] established a weak government that operated until 1789.[87]

Britain recognized the independence of the United States following their defeat at Yorktown[image: External link] in 1781.[88] In the peace treaty of 1783[image: External link], American sovereignty was recognized from the Atlantic coast west to the Mississippi River. Nationalists led the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] of 1787 in writing the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified[image: External link] in state conventions in 1788. The federal government was reorganized into three branches, on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances, in 1789. George Washington, who had led the revolutionary army to victory, was the first president elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights[image: External link], forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms[image: External link] and guaranteeing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791.[89]

Although the federal government criminalized the international slave trade in 1808, after 1820, cultivation of the highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South[image: External link], and along with it, the slave population.[90][91][92] The Second Great Awakening[image: External link], especially 1800–1840, converted millions to evangelical[image: External link] Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism[image: External link];[93] in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized among slave populations.[94]

Americans' eagerness to expand westward[image: External link] prompted a long series of American Indian Wars[image: External link].[95] The Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] of French-claimed territory in 1803 almost doubled the nation's area.[96] The War of 1812[image: External link], declared against Britain over various grievances and fought to a draw, strengthened U.S. nationalism.[97] A series of military incursions into Florida led Spain to cede[image: External link] it and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.[98] Expansion was aided by steam power[image: External link], when steamboats[image: External link] began traveling along America's large water systems, which were connected by new canals[image: External link], such as the Erie[image: External link] and the I&M[image: External link]; then, even faster railroads began their stretch across the nation's land.[99]

From 1820 to 1850, Jacksonian democracy[image: External link] began a set of reforms which included wider white male suffrage; it led to the rise of the Second Party System[image: External link] of Democrats and Whigs as the dominant parties from 1828 to 1854. The Trail of Tears[image: External link] in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy[image: External link] that resettled Indians into the west on Indian reservations[image: External link]. The U.S. annexed the Republic of Texas[image: External link] in 1845 during a period of expansionist Manifest destiny[image: External link].[100] The 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link] with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest[image: External link].[101] Victory in the Mexican–American War[image: External link] resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession[image: External link] of California and much of the present-day American Southwest.[102]

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1848–49 spurred western migration and the creation of additional western states.[103] After the American Civil War[image: External link], new transcontinental railways[image: External link] made relocation easier for settlers, expanded internal trade and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[104] Over a half-century, the loss of the American bison[image: External link] (sometimes called "buffalo") was an existential blow to many Plains Indians[image: External link] cultures.[105] In 1869, a new Peace Policy[image: External link] sought to protect Native-Americans from abuses, avoid further war, and secure their eventual U.S. citizenship, although conflicts, including several of the largest Indian Wars, continued throughout the West into the 1900s.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction Era




Further information: American Civil War[image: External link] and Reconstruction Era[image: External link]


Differences of opinion and social order[image: External link] between northern and southern states in early United States society, particularly regarding Black slavery[image: External link], ultimately led to the American Civil War.[107] Initially, states entering the Union alternated between slave and free states[image: External link], keeping a sectional balance in the Senate, while free states outstripped slave states in population and in the House of Representatives. But with additional western territory and more free-soil states, tensions between slave and free states mounted with arguments over federalism and disposition of the territories, whether and how to expand or restrict slavery.[108]

With the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], the first president from the largely anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link], conventions in thirteen slave states ultimately declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link], while the federal government maintained that secession was illegal.[108] The ensuing war was at first for Union, then after 1863 as casualties mounted and Lincoln delivered his Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link], a second war aim became abolition of slavery. The war remains the deadliest military conflict in American history, resulting in the deaths of approximately 618,000 soldiers as well as many civilians.[109]

Following the Union[image: External link] victory in 1865, three amendments[image: External link] were added to the U.S. Constitution: the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibited slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] provided citizenship to the nearly four million African Americans[image: External link] who had been slaves,[110] and the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] ensured that they had the right to vote. The war and its resolution led to a substantial increase in federal power[image: External link][111] aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern states while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Southern white conservatives, calling themselves "Redeemers" took control after the end of Reconstruction. By the 1890–1910 period Jim Crow laws[image: External link] disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and some poor whites. Blacks faced racial segregation[image: External link], especially in the South.[112] Racial minorities occasionally experienced vigilante violence[image: External link].[113]
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 Industrialization




Main articles: Economic history of the United States[image: External link] and Technological and industrial history of the United States[image: External link]


In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants[image: External link] from Southern and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country's industrialization and transformed its culture.[114] National infrastructure including telegraph[image: External link] and transcontinental railroads[image: External link] spurred economic growth and greater settlement and development of the American Old West[image: External link]. The later invention of electric light[image: External link] and the telephone[image: External link] would also affect communication and urban life.[115]

The end of the Indian Wars[image: External link] further expanded acreage under mechanical cultivation, increasing surpluses for international markets.[116] Mainland expansion was completed by the purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] in 1867.[117] In 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew[image: External link] the monarchy[image: External link] and formed the Republic of Hawaii[image: External link], which the U.S. annexed[image: External link] in 1898. Puerto Rico, Guam[image: External link], and the Philippines[image: External link] were ceded by Spain in the same year, following the Spanish–American War[image: External link].[118]

Rapid economic development[image: External link] during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoons[image: External link] like Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link] led the nation's progress in railroad[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] industries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan[image: External link] playing a notable role. Edison[image: External link] and Tesla[image: External link] undertook the widespread distribution of electricity to industry, homes, and for street lighting. Henry Ford[image: External link] revolutionized the automotive industry[image: External link]. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest, and the United States achieved great power[image: External link] status.[119] These dramatic changes were accompanied by social unrest and the rise of populist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], and anarchist[image: External link] movements.[120] This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era[image: External link], which saw significant reforms in many societal areas, including women's suffrage[image: External link], alcohol prohibition[image: External link], regulation of consumer goods, greater antitrust measures[image: External link] to ensure competition and attention to worker conditions.[121][122][123][124]
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 World War I, Great Depression, and World War II




Further information: World War I[image: External link], Great Depression[image: External link], and World War II[image: External link]


The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], in 1914, until 1917 when it joined the war as an "associated power", alongside the formal Allies of World War I[image: External link], helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers[image: External link]. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference[image: External link] and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations[image: External link]. However, the Senate refused to approve this, and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] that established the League of Nations.[125]

In 1920, the women's rights movement won passage of a constitutional amendment[image: External link] granting women's suffrage[image: External link].[126] The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio[image: External link] for mass communication[image: External link] and the invention of early television[image: External link].[127] The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties[image: External link] ended with the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link] and the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link]. After his election as president in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] responded with the New Deal[image: External link], which included the establishment of the Social Security[image: External link] system.[128] The Great Migration[image: External link] of millions of African Americans out of the American South began before World War I and extended through the 1960s;[129] whereas the Dust Bowl[image: External link] of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western migration.[130]

At first effectively neutral during World War II[image: External link] while Germany conquered much of continental Europe, the United States began supplying material to the Allies[image: External link] in March 1941 through the Lend-Lease[image: External link] program. On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan[image: External link] launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], prompting the United States to join the Allies against the Axis powers[image: External link].[131] During the war, the United States was referred as one of the "Four Policemen[image: External link]"[132] of Allies power who met to plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union and China.[133][134] Though the nation lost more than 400,000 soldiers,[135] it emerged relatively undamaged[image: External link] from the war with even greater economic and military influence.[136]

The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods[image: External link] and Yalta[image: External link] conferences with the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and other Allies, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was won in Europe[image: External link], a 1945 international conference[image: External link] held in San Francisco[image: External link] produced the United Nations Charter[image: External link], which became active after the war.[137] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons[image: External link] and used them on Japan in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]; causing the Japanese to surrender[image: External link] on September 2, ending World War II.[138][139] Parades and celebrations followed in what is known as Victory Day[image: External link], or V-J Day.[140]
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 Cold War and civil rights era




Main articles: History of the United States (1945–64)[image: External link], History of the United States (1964–80)[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980–91)[image: External link]


Further information: Cold War[image: External link], Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], War on Poverty[image: External link], Space Race[image: External link], and Reaganomics[image: External link]


After World War II the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] jockeyed for power during what became known as the Cold War[image: External link], driven by an ideological divide between capitalism[image: External link] and communism[image: External link][141] and, according to the school of geopolitics[image: External link], a divide between the maritime Atlantic and the continental Eurasian camps. They dominated the military affairs of Europe[image: External link], with the U.S. and its NATO[image: External link] allies on one side and the USSR and its Warsaw Pact[image: External link] allies on the other. The U.S. developed a policy of containment[image: External link] towards the expansion of communist influence. While the U.S. and Soviet Union engaged in proxy wars[image: External link] and developed powerful nuclear arsenals, the two countries avoided direct military conflict.

The United States often opposed Third World[image: External link] movements that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored. American troops fought communist Chinese[image: External link] and North Korean[image: External link] forces in the Korean War[image: External link] of 1950–53.[142] The Soviet Union's 1957 launch of the first artificial satellite[image: External link] and its 1961 launch of the first manned spaceflight[image: External link] initiated a "Space Race[image: External link]" in which the United States became the first nation to land a man on the moon[image: External link] in 1969.[142] A proxy war in Southeast Asia eventually evolved into full American participation, as the Vietnam War[image: External link].

At home, the U.S. experienced sustained economic expansion[image: External link] and a rapid growth of its population[image: External link] and middle class. Construction of an Interstate Highway System[image: External link] transformed the nation's infrastructure over the following decades. Millions moved from farms and inner cities[image: External link] to large suburban[image: External link] housing developments.[143][144] In 1959 Hawaii[image: External link] became the 50th and last U.S. state added to the country.[145] The growing Civil Rights Movement[image: External link] used nonviolence[image: External link] to confront segregation and discrimination, with Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] becoming a prominent leader and figurehead. A combination of court decisions and legislation, culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], sought to end racial discrimination.[146][147][148] Meanwhile, a counterculture movement[image: External link] grew which was fueled by opposition to the Vietnam war[image: External link], black nationalism[image: External link], and the sexual revolution[image: External link].

The launch of a "War on Poverty[image: External link]" expanded entitlements and welfare spending, including the creation of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid[image: External link], two programs that provide health coverage to the elderly and poor, respectively, and the means-tested[image: External link] Food Stamp Program[image: External link] and Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link].[149]

The 1970s and early 1980s saw the onset of stagflation[image: External link]. After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] responded to economic stagnation with free-market oriented reforms[image: External link]. Following the collapse of détente[image: External link], he abandoned "containment" and initiated the more aggressive " rollback[image: External link]" strategy towards the USSR.[150][151][152][153][154] After a surge in female labor participation over the previous decade, by 1985 the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed.[155]

The late 1980s brought a " thaw[image: External link]" in relations with the USSR, and its collapse[image: External link] in 1991 finally ended the Cold War.[156][157][158][159] This brought about unipolarity[image: External link][160] with the U.S. unchallenged as the world's dominant superpower. The concept of Pax Americana[image: External link], which had appeared in the post-World War II period, gained wide popularity as a term for the post-Cold War new world order.[image: External link]
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 Contemporary history




Main articles: History of the United States (1991–2008)[image: External link] and History of the United States (2008–present)[image: External link]


Further information: Gulf War[image: External link], September 11 attacks[image: External link], War on Terror[image: External link], 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], Affordable Care Act[image: External link], and Political positions of Donald Trump


After the Cold War, the conflict in the Middle East triggered a crisis in 1990, when Iraq[image: External link] under Sadaam Hussein[image: External link] invaded and attempted to annex Kuwait[image: External link], an ally of the United States. Fearing that the instability would spread to other regions, President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] launched Operation Desert Shield[image: External link], a defensive force buildup in Saudi Arabia, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], in a staging titled the Gulf War; waged by coalition forces[image: External link] from 34 nations, led by the United States against Iraq ending in the successful expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, restoring the former monarchy.[161]

Originating in U.S. defense networks[image: External link], the Internet[image: External link] spread to international academic networks, and then to the public in the 1990s, greatly affecting the global economy, society, and culture.[162]

Due to the dot-com boom[image: External link], stable monetary policy under Alan Greenspan[image: External link], and reduced social welfare spending[image: External link], the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion[image: External link] in modern U.S. history, ending in 2001.[163] Beginning in 1994, the U.S. entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), linking 450 million people producing $17 trillion worth of goods and services. The goal of the agreement was to eliminate trade and investment barriers among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico by January 1, 2008. Trade among the three partners has soared since NAFTA went into force.[164]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], Al-Qaeda[image: External link] terrorists struck the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City and the Pentagon[image: External link] near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people.[165] In response, the United States launched the War on Terror[image: External link], which included war in Afghanistan[image: External link] and the 2003–11 Iraq War[image: External link].[166][167] In 2007, the Bush administration ordered a major troop surge in the Iraq War[image: External link],[168] which successfully reduced violence and led to greater stability in the region.[169][170]

Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,[171] widespread failures in corporate and regulatory governance,[172] and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reserve[173] led to the mid-2000s housing bubble[image: External link], which culminated with the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], the largest economic contraction in the nation's history since the Great Depression.[174] Barack Obama, the first African American[image: External link][175] and multiracial[image: External link][176] president, was elected in 2008[image: External link] amid the crisis,[177] and subsequently passed stimulus measures[image: External link] and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] in an attempt to mitigate its negative effects. While the stimulus facilitated infrastructure improvements[178] and a relative decline in unemployment,[179] Dodd-Frank has had a negative impact on business investment and small banks.[180]

In 2010, the Obama administration passed the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which made the most sweeping reforms to the nation's healthcare system[image: External link] in nearly five decades, including mandates[image: External link], subsidies[image: External link] and insurance exchanges[image: External link]. The law caused a significant reduction in the number and percentage of people without health insurance, with 24 million covered during 2016,[181] but remains controversial due to its impact on healthcare costs, insurance premiums, and economic performance.[182] Although the recession reached its trough in June 2009, voters remained frustrated with the slow pace of the economic recovery. The Republicans, who stood in opposition to Obama's policies, won control of the House of Representatives with a landslide in 2010[image: External link] and control of the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[183]

American forces in Iraq were withdrawn in large numbers in 2009 and 2010, and the war in the region was declared formally over in December 2011.[184] The withdrawal caused an escalation of sectarian insurgency[image: External link],[185] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in the region.[186] In 2014, Obama announced a restoration[image: External link] of full diplomatic relations with Cuba[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[187] The next year, the United States as a member of the P5+1[image: External link] countries signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], an agreement aimed to slow the development of Iran's nuclear program[image: External link].[188]

Donald Trump, the wealthiest president in U.S. history[image: External link] and the first president with no political or military experience prior to taking office,[189] was elected to office in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[190]
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 Geography, climate, and environment




Main articles: Geography of the United States[image: External link], Climate of the United States[image: External link], and Environment of the United States[image: External link]


The land area of the contiguous United States[image: External link] is 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940.6 km2). Alaska, separated from the contiguous United States by Canada, is the largest state at 663,268 square miles (1,717,856.2 km2). Hawaii[image: External link], occupying an archipelago in the central Pacific[image: External link], southwest of North America, is 10,931 square miles (28,311 km2) in area. The populated territories of Puerto Rico, American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] together cover 9,185 square miles (23,789 km2).[191]

The United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest nation by total area[image: External link] (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and just above or below China[image: External link]. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and India[image: External link] are counted and how the total size of the United States is measured: calculations range from 3,676,486 square miles (9,522,055.0 km2)[192] to 3,717,813 square miles (9,629,091.5 km2)[193] to 3,796,742 square miles (9,833,516.6 km2)[10] to 3,805,927 square miles (9,857,306 km2).[11] Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size behind Russia and China, just ahead of Canada.[194]

The coastal plain of the Atlantic[image: External link] seaboard gives way further inland to deciduous[image: External link] forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont[image: External link].[195] The Appalachian Mountains[image: External link] divide the eastern seaboard from the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the grasslands of the Midwest.[196] The Mississippi[image: External link]–Missouri River[image: External link], the world's fourth longest river system[image: External link], runs mainly north–south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie[image: External link] of the Great Plains[image: External link] stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region[image: External link] in the southeast.[196]

The Rocky Mountains[image: External link], at the western edge of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado.[197] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin[image: External link] and deserts such as the Chihuahua[image: External link] and Mojave[image: External link].[198] The Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast[image: External link], both ranges reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points[image: External link] in the contiguous[image: External link] United States are in the state of California,[199] and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart.[200] At an elevation of 20,310 feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali[image: External link] (Mount McKinley) is the highest peak in the country and North America.[201] Active volcanoes[image: External link] are common throughout Alaska's Alexander[image: External link] and Aleutian Islands[image: External link], and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervolcano[image: External link] underlying Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the Rockies[image: External link] is the continent's largest volcanic feature.[202]

The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most climate types. To the east of the 100th meridian[image: External link], the climate ranges from humid continental[image: External link] in the north to humid subtropical[image: External link] in the south.[203] The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Much of the Western mountains have an alpine climate[image: External link]. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean[image: External link] in coastal California[image: External link], and oceanic[image: External link] in coastal Oregon[image: External link] and Washington[image: External link] and southern Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip of Florida[image: External link] are tropical, as are the populated territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.[204] Extreme weather is not uncommon—the states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] are prone to hurricanes[image: External link], and most of the world's tornadoes[image: External link] occur within the country, mainly in Tornado Alley[image: External link] areas in the Midwest and South.[205]
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 Wildlife




Main articles: Fauna of the United States[image: External link] and Flora of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Category:Biota of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. ecology is megadiverse[image: External link]: about 17,000 species of vascular plants[image: External link] occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and over 1,800 species of flowering plants[image: External link] are found in Hawaii, few of which occur on the mainland.[207] The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784 bird species, 311 reptile species, and 295 amphibian species.[208] About 91,000 insect species have been described.[209] The bald eagle[image: External link] is both the national bird[image: External link] and national animal[image: External link] of the United States, and is an enduring symbol of the country itself.[210]

There are 58 national parks[image: External link] and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wilderness[image: External link] areas.[211] Altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country's land area.[212] Most of this is protected[image: External link], though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching; about .86% is used for military purposes.[213][214]

Environmental issues[image: External link] have been on the national agenda since 1970. Environmental controversies include debates on oil and nuclear energy[image: External link], dealing with air and water pollution, the economic costs of protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation[image: External link],[215][216] and international responses to global warming.[217][218] Many federal and state agencies are involved. The most prominent is the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.[219] The idea of wilderness has shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.[220] The Endangered Species Act[image: External link] of 1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link].[221]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demography of the United States[image: External link], Americans[image: External link], List of U.S. states by population density[image: External link], and List of United States cities by population[image: External link]
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 Population






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	3,929,214
	
	—



	1800[image: External link]
	5,308,483
	
	35.1%



	1810[image: External link]
	7,239,881
	
	36.4%



	1820[image: External link]
	9,638,453
	
	33.1%



	1830[image: External link]
	12,866,020
	
	33.5%



	1840[image: External link]
	17,069,453
	
	32.7%



	1850[image: External link]
	23,191,876
	
	35.9%



	1860[image: External link]
	31,443,321
	
	35.6%



	1870[image: External link]
	38,558,371
	
	22.6%



	1880[image: External link]
	50,189,209
	
	30.2%



	1890[image: External link]
	62,979,766
	
	25.5%



	1900[image: External link]
	76,212,168
	
	21.0%



	1910[image: External link]
	92,228,496
	
	21.0%



	1920[image: External link]
	106,021,537
	
	15.0%



	1930[image: External link]
	123,202,624
	
	16.2%



	1940[image: External link]
	132,164,569
	
	7.3%



	1950[image: External link]
	151,325,798
	
	14.5%



	1960[image: External link]
	179,323,175
	
	18.5%



	1970[image: External link]
	203,211,926
	
	13.3%



	1980[image: External link]
	226,545,805
	
	11.5%



	1990[image: External link]
	248,709,873
	
	9.8%



	2000[image: External link]
	281,421,906
	
	13.2%



	2010[image: External link]
	308,745,538
	
	9.7%



	Est. 2017[222]
	324,600,000
	
	5.1%



	1610-1780 population data.[223]

Note that the census numbers do

not include Native Americans[image: External link] until 1860.[224]




The U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link] estimated the country's population to be 323,425,550 as of April 25, 2016, and to be adding 1 person (net gain) every 13 seconds, or about 6,646 people per day.[226] The U.S. population almost quadrupled during the 20th century, from about 76 million in 1900.[227] The third most populous nation in the world, after China[image: External link] and India[image: External link], the United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected.[228] In the 1800s the average woman had 7.04 children, by the 1900s this number had decreased to 3.56.[229] Since the early 1970s the birth rate has been below the replacement rate of 2.1 with 1.86 children per woman in 2014. Foreign born immigration has caused the US population to continue its rapid increase with the foreign born population doubling from almost 20 million in 1990 to over 40 million in 2010, representing one third of the population increase.[230] The foreign born population reached 45 million in 2015.[231][fn 8]

The United States has a birth rate of 13 per 1,000, which is 5 births below the world average.[235] Its population growth[image: External link] rate is positive at 0.7%, higher than that of many developed nations[image: External link].[236] In fiscal year 2012, over one million immigrants[image: External link] (most of whom entered through family reunification[image: External link]) were granted legal residence[image: External link].[237] Mexico[image: External link] has been the leading source of new residents since the 1965 Immigration Act[image: External link]. China, India, and the Philippines[image: External link] have been in the top four sending countries every year since the 1990s.[238] As of 2012, approximately 11.4 million residents are illegal immigrants[image: External link].[239] As of 2015, 47% of all immigrants are Hispanic, 26% are Asian, 18% are white and 8% are black. The percentage of immigrants who are Asian is increasing while the percentage who are Hispanic is decreasing.[231]

According to a survey conducted by the Williams Institute, nine million Americans, or roughly 3.4% of the adult population identify themselves as homosexual[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], or transgender[image: External link].[240][241] A 2016 Gallup[image: External link] poll also concluded that 4.1% of adult Americans identified as LGBT[image: External link]. The highest percentage came from the District of Columbia (10%), while the lowest state was North Dakota at 1.7%.[242] In a 2013 survey, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention[image: External link] found that 96.6% of Americans identify as straight, while 1.6% identify as gay or lesbian, and 0.7% identify as being bisexual.[243]

In 2010, the U.S. population included an estimated 5.2 million people with some American Indian[image: External link] or Alaska Native[image: External link] ancestry (2.9 million exclusively of such ancestry) and 1.2 million with some native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific island[image: External link] ancestry (0.5 million exclusively).[244] The census counted more than 19 million people of "Some Other Race" who were "unable to identify with any" of its five official race categories in 2010, over 18.5 million (97%) of whom are of Hispanic ethnicity.[244]

The population growth of Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (the terms are officially interchangeable) is a major demographic trend[image: External link]. The 50.5 million Americans of Hispanic descent[244] are identified as sharing a distinct " ethnicity[image: External link]" by the Census Bureau; 64% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent[image: External link].[245] Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population increased 43% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.9%.[246] Much of this growth is from immigration; in 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-born[image: External link], with 54% of that figure born in Latin America[image: External link].[247][fn 9]

About 82% of Americans live in urban areas[image: External link] (including suburbs);[10] about half of those reside in cities with populations over 50,000.[253] The US has numerous clusters of cities known as megaregions, the largest being the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] followed by the Northeast Megalopolis[image: External link] and Southern California[image: External link]. In 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities[image: External link] had populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than one million residents, and four global cities[image: External link] had over two million (New York[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Houston).[254] There are 52 metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than one million.[255] Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South.[256] The metro areas of San Bernardino[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Atlanta[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link] all grew by more than a million people between 2000 and 2008.[255]
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Main article: Languages of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Language Spoken at Home in the United States of America[image: External link], List of endangered languages in the United States[image: External link], and Language education in the United States[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in the U.S. (2015)[260]




	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers
	Number who

speak English

very well
	Number who

speak English

less than

very well



	English[image: External link] (only)
	~80%
	236,908,935
	N/A
	N/A



	Spanish[image: External link]

(including Spanish Creole[image: External link] but excluding Puerto Rico)
	12%
	40,045,795
	23,608,139
	16,437,140



	Chinese[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.9%
	3,333,588
	1,476,392
	1,857,196



	French[image: External link]

(including Patois[image: External link], Cajun[image: External link] and Haitian Creole[image: External link])
	0.6%
	2,129,815
	1,519,024
	610,791



	Tagalog[image: External link]

(including Filipino[image: External link])
	0.5%
	1,737,186
	1,173,917
	563,269



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,468,251
	602,788
	865,463



	Hindustani[image: External link]

(including Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link])
	0.4%
	1,294,209
	980,600
	313,609



	Arabic[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.3%
	1,156,908
	726,768
	430,140



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1,108,798
	518,690
	590,108



	German[image: External link]

(including Yiddish[image: External link])
	0.3%
	1,103,255
	903,091
	200,164




English[image: External link] (American English[image: External link]) is the de facto[image: External link] national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2010, about 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish[image: External link], spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[261][262] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in 32 states.[263]

Both Hawaiian[image: External link] and English are official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], by state law.[264] Alaska recognizes twenty Native languages[image: External link] as well as English.[265] While neither has an official language, New Mexico[image: External link] has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French[image: External link].[266] Other states, such as California, mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents including court forms.[267] Many jurisdictions with large numbers of non-English speakers produce government materials, especially voting information, in the most commonly spoken languages in those jurisdictions.

Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link][268] and Chamorro[image: External link][269] are recognized by American Samoa[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link];[270] Cherokee[image: External link] is officially recognized by the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] within the Cherokee tribal jurisdiction area in eastern Oklahoma;[271] Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico and is more widely spoken than English there.[272]

According to the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the fastest-growing foreign languages spoken in American households. In recent years, Arabic-speaking residents increased by 29%, Urdu by 23% and Persian[image: External link] by 9%.[273]

The most widely taught foreign languages[image: External link] in the United States, in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate studies, are: Spanish (around 7.2 million students), French (1.5 million), and German (500,000). Other commonly taught languages (with 100,000 to 250,000 learners) include Latin[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], American Sign Language[image: External link], Italian[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link].[274][275] 18% of all Americans claim to speak at least one language in addition to English.[276]
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Main article: Religion in the United States[image: External link]


See also: History of religion in the United States[image: External link], Freedom of religion in the United States[image: External link], Separation of church and state in the United States[image: External link], and List of religious movements that began in the United States[image: External link]




	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	 % of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.7
	
 





	Other faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Irreligious[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know or refused answer
	0.6
	
 






The First Amendment[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise[image: External link] of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment[image: External link].

Christianity[image: External link] is by far the most common religion practiced in the U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation.[277] In a 2009 Gallup poll, 42% of Americans said that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont[image: External link] to a high of 63% in Mississippi.[278]

As with other Western countries, the U.S. is becoming less religious. Irreligion[image: External link] is growing rapidly among Americans under 30.[279] Polls show that overall American confidence in organized religion has been declining since the mid to late 1980s,[280] and that younger Americans in particular are becoming increasingly irreligious.[9][281] According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religious category of the majority for the first time.[282][283] Americans with no religion have 1.7 children compared to 2.2 among Christians. The unaffiliated are less likely to get married with 37% marrying compared to 52% of Christians.[284]

According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian[image: External link],[285] Protestant[image: External link] denominations accounted for 46.5%, while Roman Catholicism[image: External link], at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[286] The total reporting non-Christian religions in 2014 was 5.9%.[286] Other religions include Judaism[image: External link] (1.9%), Islam[image: External link] (0.9%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.7%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.7%).[286] The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic[image: External link], atheist[image: External link] or simply having no religion[image: External link], up from 8.2% in 1990.[286][287][288] There are also Unitarian Universalist[image: External link], Baha'i[image: External link], Sikh[image: External link], Jain[image: External link], Shinto[image: External link], Confucian[image: External link], Taoist[image: External link], Druid[image: External link], Native American[image: External link], Wiccan[image: External link], humanist[image: External link] and deist[image: External link] communities.[289]

Protestantism[image: External link] is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants[image: External link], while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church. Roman Catholicism[image: External link] in the United States has its origin in the Spanish[image: External link] and French[image: External link] colonization of the Americas, and later grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island has the highest percentage of Catholics with 40 percent of the total population.[290] Lutheranism[image: External link] in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. North[image: External link] and South Dakota[image: External link] are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism[image: External link] was introduced in North America by Scottish[image: External link] and Ulster Scots[image: External link] immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed[image: External link] congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York City) before spreading westward. Utah[image: External link] is the only state where Mormonism[image: External link] is the religion of the majority of the population. The Mormon Corridor[image: External link] also extends to parts of Idaho[image: External link], Nevada and Wyoming.[291]

The Bible Belt[image: External link] is an informal term for a region in the Southern United States in which socially conservative Evangelical Protestantism is a significant part of the culture and Christian church attendance across the denominations is generally higher than the nation's average. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England[image: External link] and in the Western United States.[278]
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 Family structure




Main article: Family structure in the United States[image: External link]


As of 2007, 58% of Americans age 18 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 25% had never been married.[292] Women now work mostly outside the home and receive a majority of bachelor's degrees[image: External link].[293]

The U.S. teenage pregnancy[image: External link] rate is 26.5 per 1,000 women. The rate has declined by 57% since 1991.[294] In 2013, the highest teenage birth rate was in Alabama[image: External link], and the lowest in Wyoming.[294][295] Abortion[image: External link] is legal throughout the U.S., owing to Roe v. Wade[image: External link], a 1973 landmark decision[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]. While the abortion rate is falling, the abortion ratio of 241 per 1,000 live births and abortion rate of 15 per 1,000 women aged 15–44 remain higher than those of most Western nations.[296] In 2013, the average age at first birth was 26 and 40.6% of births were to unmarried women.[297]

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) was estimated for 2013 at 1.86 births per woman.[298] Adoption in the United States[image: External link] is common and relatively easy from a legal point of view (compared to other Western countries).[299] In 2001, with over 127,000 adoptions, the U.S. accounted for nearly half of the total number of adoptions worldwide.[300] Same-sex marriage[image: External link] is legal nationwide and it is legal for same-sex couples to adopt.[image: External link] Polygamy[image: External link] is illegal throughout the U.S.[301]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Federal government of the United States[image: External link], State governments of the United States[image: External link], Local government in the United States[image: External link], and Elections in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation[image: External link]. It is a constitutional republic[image: External link] and representative democracy[image: External link], "in which majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law[image: External link]".[302] The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances[image: External link] defined by the U.S. Constitution, which serves as the country's supreme legal document.[303] For 2016, the U.S. ranked 21st on the Democracy Index[image: External link][304] (tied with Italy[image: External link]) and 18th on the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link].[305]

In the American federalist system[image: External link], citizens are usually subject to three levels of government[image: External link]: federal, state, and local. The local government[image: External link]'s duties are commonly split between county[image: External link] and municipal governments[image: External link]. In almost all cases, executive and legislative officials are elected by a plurality vote of citizens by district. There is no proportional representation at the federal level, and it is rare at lower levels.[306]

The federal government is composed of three branches:


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The bicameral[image: External link] Congress[image: External link], made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives[image: External link], makes federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link],[307] and has the power of impeachment[image: External link], by which it can remove sitting members of the government.[308]


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the military, can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law (subject to Congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet[image: External link] (subject to Senate approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.[309]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: The Supreme Court[image: External link] and lower federal courts[image: External link], whose judges are appointed by the President with Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional[image: External link].[310]




The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, each representing a congressional district for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population every tenth year. At the 2010 census[image: External link], seven states had the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, had 53.[312]

The Senate has 100 members with each state having two senators, elected at-large[image: External link] to six-year terms; one third of Senate seats are up for election every other year. The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice[image: External link]. The President is not elected by direct vote[image: External link], but by an indirect electoral college[image: External link] system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia.[313] The Supreme Court, led by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], has nine members, who serve for life.[314]

The state governments are structured in roughly similar fashion; Nebraska[image: External link] uniquely has a unicameral[image: External link] legislature.[315] The governor[image: External link] (chief executive) of each state is directly elected. Some state judges and cabinet officers are appointed by the governors of the respective states, while others are elected by popular vote.

The original text of the Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government and its relationship with the individual states. Article One[image: External link] protects the right to the "great writ" of habeas corpus[image: External link]. The Constitution has been amended 27 times;[316] the first ten amendments, which make up the Bill of Rights[image: External link], and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] form the central basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and governmental procedures are subject to judicial review[image: External link] and any law ruled by the courts to be in violation of the Constitution is voided. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803)[317] in a decision handed down by Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link].[318]
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 Political divisions




Main articles: Political divisions of the United States[image: External link], U.S. state, Territories of the United States, List of states and territories of the United States[image: External link], and Indian reservation[image: External link]


Further information: Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link] and United States territorial acquisitions[image: External link]


The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and eleven uninhabited island possessions.[320] The states and territories are the principal administrative districts in the country. These are divided into subdivisions of counties and independent cities. The District of Columbia is a federal district which contains the capital of the United States, Washington DC.[321] The states and the District of Columbia choose the President of the United States. Each state has presidential electors equal to the number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress; the District of Columbia has three.[322]

Congressional Districts are reapportioned among the states following each decennial Census of Population. Each state then draws single member districts to conform with the census apportionment. The total number of Representatives is 435, and delegate Members of Congress represent the District of Columbia and the five major U.S. territories.[323]

The United States also observes tribal sovereignty[image: External link] of the American Indian nations to a limited degree, as it does with the states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states they have a great deal of autonomy, but also like the states tribes are not allowed to make war, engage in their own foreign relations, or print and issue currency.[324]
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 Parties and elections




Main articles: Politics of the United States[image: External link] and Political ideologies in the United States[image: External link]


The United States has operated under a two-party system[image: External link] for most of its history.[326] For elective offices at most levels, state-administered primary elections choose the major party nominees[image: External link] for subsequent general elections[image: External link]. Since the general election of 1856[image: External link], the major parties have been the Democratic Party[image: External link], founded in 1824[image: External link], and the Republican Party[image: External link], founded in 1854[image: External link]. Since the Civil War, only one third-party presidential candidate—former president Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], running as a Progressive[image: External link] in 1912[image: External link]—has won as much as 20% of the popular vote. The President and Vice-president are elected through the Electoral College[image: External link] system.[327]

Within American political culture[image: External link], the center-right[image: External link] Republican Party is considered " conservative[image: External link]" and the center-left[image: External link] Democratic Party is considered " liberal[image: External link]".[328][329] The states of the Northeast[image: External link] and West Coast[image: External link] and some of the Great Lakes states, known as "blue states[image: External link]", are relatively liberal. The "red states[image: External link]" of the South[image: External link] and parts of the Great Plains[image: External link] and Rocky Mountains[image: External link] are relatively conservative.

Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump, the winner of the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], is currently serving as the 45th President of the United States.[330] Current leadership in the Senate includes Republican Vice President Mike Pence, Republican President Pro Tempore (Pro Tem) Orrin Hatch[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link].[331] Leadership in the House includes Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, Majority Leader[image: External link] Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link].[332]

In the 115th United States Congress[image: External link], both the House of Representatives[image: External link] and the Senate are controlled by the Republican Party. The Senate currently consists of 52 Republicans, and 46 Democrats with 2 Independents who caucus with the Democrats; the House consists of 241 Republicans and 194 Democrats.[333] In state governorships, there are 33 Republicans, 16 Democrats and 1 Independent.[334] Among the DC mayor and the 5 territorial governors, there are 2 Republicans, 1 Democrat, 1 New Progressive[image: External link], and 2 Independents.[335]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States[image: External link] and Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], and New York City is home to the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link]. It is a member of the G7[image: External link],[337] G20[image: External link], and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]. Almost all countries have embassies[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., and many have consulates[image: External link] around the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host American diplomatic missions[image: External link]. However, Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], and the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) do not have formal diplomatic relations with the United States (although the U.S. still maintains relations with Taiwan and supplies it with military equipment[image: External link]).[338]

The United States has a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United Kingdom[image: External link][339] and strong ties with Canada[image: External link],[340] Australia[image: External link],[341] New Zealand[image: External link],[342] the Philippines[image: External link],[343] Japan[image: External link],[344] South Korea[image: External link],[345] Israel[image: External link],[346] and several European Union[image: External link] countries, including France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Spain[image: External link]. It works closely with fellow NATO[image: External link] members on military and security issues and with its neighbors through the Organization of American States[image: External link] and free trade agreements[image: External link] such as the trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. In 2008, the United States spent a net $25.4 billion on official development assistance[image: External link], the most in the world. As a share of America's large gross national income[image: External link] (GNI), however, the U.S. contribution of 0.18% ranked last among 22 donor states. By contrast, private overseas giving by Americans is relatively generous.[347]

The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility for three sovereign nations through Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with Micronesia[image: External link], the Marshall Islands[image: External link] and Palau[image: External link]. These are Pacific island nations, once part of the U.S.-administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands[image: External link] after World War II, which gained independence in subsequent years.[348]
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 Government finance




See also: Taxation in the United States[image: External link] and United States federal budget[image: External link]


Taxes in the United States[image: External link] are levied at the federal, state and local government level. These include taxes on income, payroll, property, sales, imports, estates and gifts, as well as various fees. In 2010 taxes collected by federal, state and municipal governments amounted to 24.8% of GDP[image: External link].[350] During FY2012, the federal government collected approximately $2.45 trillion in tax revenue, up $147 billion or 6% versus FY2011 revenues of $2.30 trillion. Primary receipt categories included individual income taxes ($1,132B or 47%), Social Security/Social Insurance taxes ($845B or 35%), and corporate taxes ($242B or 10%).[351] Based on CBO estimates,[352] under 2013 tax law the top 1% will be paying the highest average tax rates since 1979, while other income groups will remain at historic lows.[353]

U.S. taxation is generally progressive[image: External link], especially the federal income taxes, and is among the most progressive in the developed world.[354][355][356][357][358] The highest 10% of income earners pay a majority of federal taxes,[359] and about half of all taxes.[360] Payroll taxes for Social Security are a flat regressive tax[image: External link], with no tax charged on income above $118,500 (for 2015 and 2016) and no tax at all paid on unearned income[image: External link] from things such as stocks and capital gains.[361][362] The historic reasoning for the regressive nature of the payroll tax is that entitlement programs have not been viewed as welfare transfers.[363][364] However, according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] the net effect of Social Security is that the benefit to tax ratio ranges from roughly 70% for the top earnings quintile to about 170% for the lowest earning quintile, making the system progressive.[365]

The top 10% paid 51.8% of total federal taxes in 2009, and the top 1%, with 13.4% of pre-tax national income, paid 22.3% of federal taxes.[366] In 2013 the Tax Policy Center projected total federal effective tax rates of 35.5% for the top 1%, 27.2% for the top quintile, 13.8% for the middle quintile, and −2.7% for the bottom quintile.[367][368] The incidence[image: External link] of corporate income tax[image: External link] has been a matter of considerable ongoing controversy for decades.[357][369] State and local taxes vary widely, but are generally less progressive than federal taxes as they rely heavily on broadly borne regressive[image: External link] sales and property taxes that yield less volatile revenue streams, though their consideration does not eliminate the progressive nature of overall taxation.[357][370]

During FY 2012, the federal government spent $3.54 trillion on a budget or cash basis, down $60 billion or 1.7% vs. FY 2011 spending of $3.60 trillion. Major categories of FY 2012 spending included: Medicare & Medicaid ($802B or 23% of spending), Social Security ($768B or 22%), Defense Department ($670B or 19%), non-defense discretionary ($615B or 17%), other mandatory ($461B or 13%) and interest ($223B or 6%).[351]

The total national debt of the United States[image: External link] in the United States was $18.527 trillion (106% of the GDP) in 2014.[371][fn 11]
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Main article: United States Armed Forces[image: External link]


The President holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces and appoints its leaders, the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. The United States Department of Defense[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Army[image: External link], Marine Corps[image: External link], Navy[image: External link], and Air Force[image: External link]. The Coast Guard[image: External link] is run by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] in peacetime and by the Department of the Navy[image: External link] during times of war. In 2008, the armed forces had 1.4 million personnel on active duty. The Reserves[image: External link] and National Guard[image: External link] brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million. The Department of Defense also employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.[376]

Military service is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System[image: External link].[377] American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 10 active aircraft carriers[image: External link], and Marine expeditionary units[image: External link] at sea with the Navy's Atlantic and[image: External link] Pacific fleets[image: External link]. The military operates 865 bases and facilities abroad,[378] and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel[image: External link] in 25 foreign countries.[379]

The military budget of the United States[image: External link] in 2011 was more than $700 billion, 41% of global military spending and equal to the next 14 largest national military expenditures combined. At 4.7% of GDP, the rate was the second-highest among the top 15 military spenders, after Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[380] U.S. defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranked 23rd globally in 2012 according to the CIA.[381] Defense's share of U.S. spending has generally declined in recent decades, from Cold War peaks of 14.2% of GDP in 1953 and 69.5% of federal outlays in 1954 to 4.7% of GDP and 18.8% of federal outlays in 2011.[382]

The proposed base Department of Defense budget[image: External link] for 2012, $553 billion, was a 4.2% increase over 2011; an additional $118 billion was proposed for the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.[383] The last American troops serving in Iraq departed in December 2011;[384] 4,484 service members were killed during the Iraq War[image: External link].[385] Approximately 90,000 U.S. troops were serving in Afghanistan in April 2012;[386] by November 8, 2013 2,285 had been killed during the War in Afghanistan[image: External link].[387]
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Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States[image: External link] and Crime in the United States[image: External link]


See also: Law of the United States[image: External link], Second Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], Human rights in the United States § Justice system[image: External link], Incarceration in the United States[image: External link], and Capital punishment in the United States[image: External link]


Law enforcement in the United States is primarily the responsibility of local police and sheriff[image: External link]'s departments, with state police[image: External link] providing broader services. The New York City Police Department[image: External link] (NYPD) is the largest in the country. Federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service[image: External link] have specialized duties, including protecting civil rights[image: External link], national security[image: External link] and enforcing U.S. federal courts[image: External link]' rulings and federal laws.[389] At the federal level and in almost every state, a legal system operates on a common law[image: External link]. State courts conduct most criminal trials; federal courts[image: External link] handle certain designated crimes as well as certain appeals from the state criminal courts. Plea bargaining in the United States[image: External link] is very common; the vast majority of criminal cases in the country are settled by plea bargain[image: External link] rather than jury trial[image: External link].[390]

In 2015, there were 15,696 murders which was 1,532 more than in 2014, a 10.8 per cent increase, the largest since 1971.[391] The murder rate in 2015 was 4.9 per 100,000 people.[392] The national clearance rate[image: External link] for homicides in 2015 was 64.1%, compared to 90% in 1965.[393] In 2012 there were 4.7 murders per 100,000 persons in the United States, a 54% decline from the modern peak of 10.2 in 1980.[394] In 2001–2, the United States had above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence[image: External link] compared to other developed nations.[395] A cross-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization[image: External link] Mortality Database from 2003 showed that United States "homicide rates were 6.9 times higher than rates in the other high-income countries, driven by firearm homicide rates that were 19.5 times higher."[396][needs update[image: External link]] Gun ownership rights[image: External link] continue to be the subject of contentious political debate[image: External link].

From 1980 through 2008 males represented 77% of homicide victims and 90% of offenders. Blacks committed 52.5% of all homicides during that span, at a rate almost eight times that of whites ("whites" includes most Hispanics), and were victimized at a rate six times that of whites. Most homicides were intraracial, with 93% of black victims killed by blacks and 84% of white victims killed by whites.[397] In 2012, Louisiana had the highest rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the U.S., and New Hampshire the lowest.[398] The FBI's Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] estimates that there were 3,246 violent and property crimes per 100,000 residents in 2012, for a total of over 9 million total crimes.[399]

Capital punishment[image: External link] is sanctioned in the United States for certain federal and military crimes, and used in 31 states.[400][401] No executions took place from 1967 to 1977, owing in part to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling[image: External link] striking down arbitrary imposition of the death penalty. In 1976, that Court ruled that, under appropriate circumstances, capital punishment may constitutionally be imposed. Since the decision there have been more than 1,300 executions, a majority of these taking place in three states: Texas, Virginia, and Oklahoma.[402] Meanwhile, several states[image: External link] have either abolished or struck down death penalty laws. In 2015, the country had the fifth-highest number of executions in the world, following China, Iran[image: External link], Pakistan[image: External link] and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[403]

The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate[image: External link] and total prison population[image: External link] in the world.[404] At the start of 2008, more than 2.3 million people were incarcerated, more than one in every 100 adults.[405] In December 2012, the combined U.S. adult correctional systems supervised about 6,937,600 offenders. About 1 in every 35 adult residents in the United States was under some form of correctional supervision in December 2012, the lowest rate observed since 1997.[406] The prison population has quadrupled since 1980,[407] and state and local spending on prisons and jails has grown three times as much as that spent on public education during the same period.[408] However, the imprisonment rate for all prisoners sentenced to more than a year in state or federal facilities is 478 per 100,000 in 2013[409] and the rate for pre-trial/remand prisoners is 153 per 100,000 residents in 2012.[410] The country's high rate of incarceration is largely due to changes in sentencing guidelines[image: External link] and drug policies[image: External link].[411] According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link], the majority of inmates held in federal prisons are convicted of drug offenses.[412] The privatization of prisons[image: External link] and prison services which began in the 1980s has been a subject of debate.[413][414] In 2008, Louisiana had the highest incarceration rate[image: External link],[415] and Maine the lowest.[416]
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Main article: Economy of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Economic history of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has a capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link][425] which is fueled by abundant natural resources[image: External link] and high productivity.[426] According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the U.S. GDP of $16.8 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world product[image: External link] at market exchange rates and over 19% of the gross world product at purchasing power parity[image: External link] (PPP).[427]

The US's nominal GDP is estimated to be $17.528 trillion as of 2014[428] From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7[image: External link].[429] The country ranks ninth in the world in nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] and sixth in GDP per capita at PPP[image: External link].[427] The U.S. dollar[image: External link] is the world's primary reserve currency[image: External link].[430]

The United States is the largest importer[image: External link] of goods and second-largest exporter[image: External link], though exports per capita[image: External link] are relatively low. In 2010, the total U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] was $635 billion.[431] Canada[image: External link], China[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] are its top trading partners.[432] In 2010, oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country's largest export.[431] Japan is the largest foreign holder of U.S. public debt.[433] The largest holder of the U.S. debt are American entities, including federal government accounts and the Federal Reserve[image: External link], who hold the majority of the debt.[434][435][436][437][fn 12]

In 2009, the private sector was estimated to constitute 86.4% of the economy, with federal government activity accounting for 4.3% and state and local government activity (including federal transfers) the remaining 9.3%.[440] The number of employees at all levels of government outnumber those in manufacturing[image: External link] by 1.7 to 1.[441] While its economy has reached a postindustrial[image: External link] level of development and its service sector[image: External link] constitutes 67.8% of GDP, the United States remains an industrial power.[442] The leading business field by gross business receipts is wholesale and retail trade; by net income it is manufacturing.[443] In the franchising[image: External link] business model, McDonald's[image: External link] and Subway[image: External link] are the two most recognized brands in the world. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is the most recognized soft drink[image: External link] company in the world.[444]

Chemical products are the leading manufacturing field.[445] The United States is the largest producer of oil in the world, as well as its second-largest importer.[446] It is the world's number one producer of electrical and nuclear energy, as well as liquid natural gas[image: External link], sulfur[image: External link], phosphates, and salt[image: External link]. The National Mining Association[image: External link] provides data pertaining to coal[image: External link] and minerals[image: External link] that include beryllium[image: External link], copper[image: External link], lead[image: External link], magnesium[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and others.[447][448]

Agriculture[image: External link] accounts for just under 1% of GDP,[442] yet the United States is the world's top producer of corn[449] and soybeans.[450] The National Agricultural Statistics Service[image: External link] maintains agricultural statistics for products that include peanuts[image: External link], oats[image: External link], rye[image: External link], wheat[image: External link], rice[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], corn[image: External link], barley[image: External link], hay[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and oilseeds[image: External link]. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture[image: External link] (USDA) provides livestock statistics regarding beef[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], pork[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. The country is the primary developer and grower of genetically modified food[image: External link], representing half of the world's biotech crops.[451]

Consumer spending[image: External link] comprises 68% of the U.S. economy in 2015.[452] In August 2010, the American labor force consisted of 154.1 million people. With 21.2 million people, government is the leading field of employment. The largest private employment sector is health care and social assistance, with 16.4 million people. About 12% of workers are unionized[image: External link], compared to 30% in Western Europe[image: External link].[453] The World Bank ranks the United States first in the ease of hiring and firing workers.[454] The United States is ranked among the top three in the Global Competitiveness Report[image: External link] as well. It has a smaller welfare state[image: External link] and redistributes less income through government action than European nations tend to.[455]

The United States is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation[image: External link][456] and is one of just a few countries in the world without paid family leave[image: External link] as a legal right, with the others being Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link] and Liberia[image: External link].[457] While federal law currently does not require sick leave, it is a common benefit for government workers and full-time employees at corporations.[458] 74% of full-time American workers get paid sick leave, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, although only 24% of part-time workers get the same benefits.[458] In 2009, the United States had the third-highest workforce productivity[image: External link] per person in the world, behind Luxembourg[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. It was fourth in productivity per hour, behind those two countries and the Netherlands[image: External link].[459]

The 2008–2012 global recession[image: External link] significantly affected the United States, with output still below potential according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link].[460] It brought high unemployment[image: External link] (which has been decreasing but remains above pre-recession levels), along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an escalating federal debt crisis, inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices[image: External link]. There remains a record proportion of long-term unemployed[image: External link], continued decreasing household income[image: External link], and tax and federal budget increases[image: External link].[461][462][463]
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Further information: Income in the United States[image: External link], Poverty in the United States[image: External link], Affluence in the United States[image: External link], United States counties by per capita income[image: External link], and Income inequality in the United States[image: External link]


Americans have the highest average household[image: External link] and employee[image: External link] income among OECD nations, and in 2007 had the second-highest median household income[image: External link].[464][465][466] According to the Census Bureau, median household income was $53,657 in 2014.[467] Despite accounting for only 4.4% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 41.6% of the world's total wealth,[468] and Americans make up roughly half of the world's population of millionaires.[469] The Global Food Security Index[image: External link] ranked the U.S. number one for food affordability and overall food security in March 2013.[470] Americans on average have over twice as much living space per dwelling and per person as European Union[image: External link] residents, and more than every EU nation.[471] For 2013 the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] ranked the United States 5th among 187 countries in its Human Development Index[image: External link] and 28th in its inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link] (IHDI).[472]

There has been a widening gap between productivity and median incomes since the 1970s.[473] However, the gap between total compensation and productivity is not as wide because of increased employee benefits such as health insurance.[474] While inflation[image: External link]-adjusted ("real") household income[image: External link] had been increasing almost every year from 1947 to 1999, it has since been flat on balance and has even decreased recently.[475] According to Congressional Research Service[image: External link], during this same period, immigration to the United States[image: External link] increased, while the lower 90% of tax filers incomes became stagnant, and eventually decreasing since 2000.[476] The rise in the share of total annual income received by the top 1 percent, which has more than doubled from 9 percent in 1976 to 20 percent in 2011, has significantly affected income inequality[image: External link],[477] leaving the United States with one of the widest income distributions among OECD nations.[478] The post-recession income gains have been very uneven, with the top 1 percent capturing 95 percent of the income gains from 2009 to 2012.[479] The extent and relevance of income inequality is a matter of debate.[480][ disputed[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][481]



	United States' families median net worth



	in 2013 dollars
	1998
	2013
	change



	All families
	$102,500
	$81,200
	-20.8%



	Bottom 20% of incomes
	$8,300
	$6,100
	-26.5%



	2nd lowest 20% of incomes
	$47,400
	$22,400
	-52.7%



	Middle 20% of incomes
	$76,300
	$61,700
	-19.1%



	Top 10%
	$646,600
	$1,130,700
	+74.9%




Wealth[image: External link], like income and taxes, is highly concentrated[image: External link]; the richest 10% of the adult population possess 72% of the country's household wealth, while the bottom half claim only 2%.[483] Between June 2007 and November 2008 the global recession[image: External link] led to falling asset prices around the world. Assets owned by Americans lost about a quarter of their value.[484] Since peaking in the second quarter of 2007, household wealth was down $14 trillion, but has since increased $14 trillion over 2006 levels.[485][486] At the end of 2014, household debt[image: External link] amounted to $11.8 trillion,[487] down from $13.8 trillion at the end of 2008.[488]

There were about 578,424 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S.[image: External link] in January 2014, with almost two-thirds staying in an emergency shelter or transitional housing program.[489] In 2011 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households[image: External link], about 35% more than 2007 levels, though only 1.1% of U.S. children, or 845,000, saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic.[490] According to a 2014 report by the Census Bureau, one in five young adults lives in poverty[image: External link] today, up from one in seven in 1980.[491]
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Main article: Transportation in the United States[image: External link]


Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a network of 4 million miles (6.4 million km) of public roads,[493] including one of the world's longest highway systems[image: External link] at 57,000 miles (91700 km).[494] The world's second-largest automobile market,[495] the United States has the highest rate of per-capita vehicle ownership in the world, with 765 vehicles per 1,000 Americans.[496] About 40% of personal vehicles[image: External link] are vans, SUVs[image: External link], or light trucks.[497] The average American adult (accounting for all drivers and non-drivers) spends 55 minutes driving every day, traveling 29 miles (47 km).[498]

Mass transit accounts for 9% of total U.S. work trips[image: External link].[500][501] Transport of goods by rail[image: External link] is extensive, though relatively low numbers of passengers (approximately 31 million annually) use intercity rail to travel, partly because of the low population density throughout much of the U.S. interior.[502][503] However, ridership on Amtrak, the national intercity passenger rail system[image: External link], grew by almost 37% between 2000 and 2010.[504] Also, light rail development[image: External link] has increased in recent years.[505] Bicycle usage for work commutes is minimal.[506]

The civil airline industry[image: External link] is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978[image: External link], while most major airports[image: External link] are publicly owned.[507] The three largest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U.S.-based; American Airlines[image: External link] is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US Airways[image: External link].[508] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports[image: External link], 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], and the fourth-busiest, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[509]
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Further information: Energy policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States energy[image: External link] market is about 29,000 terawatt hours[image: External link] per year.[510] Energy consumption per capita[image: External link] is 7.8 tons (7076 kg) of oil equivalent per year, the 10th-highest rate in the world. In 2005, 40% of this energy came from petroleum, 23% from coal, and 22% from natural gas. The remainder was supplied by nuclear power and renewable energy[image: External link] sources.[511] The United States is the world's largest consumer of petroleum.[512]

For decades, nuclear power[image: External link] has played a limited role relative to many other developed countries, in part because of public perception in the wake of a 1979 accident[image: External link]. In 2007, several applications for new nuclear plants were filed.[513] The United States has 27% of global coal reserves.[514] It is the world's largest producer of natural gas and crude oil.[515]
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Main article: Drinking water supply and sanitation in the United States[image: External link]


Issues that affect water supply in the United States include droughts in the West, water scarcity[image: External link], pollution[image: External link], a backlog of investment, concerns about the affordability of water for the poorest, and a rapidly retiring workforce. Increased variability and intensity of rainfall as a result of climate change[image: External link] is expected to produce both more severe droughts and flooding, with potentially serious consequences for water supply and for pollution from combined sewer overflows[image: External link].[516][517][fn 13]
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Main article: Education in the United States[image: External link]


American public education[image: External link] is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States Department of Education[image: External link] through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten[image: External link] or first grade[image: External link]) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade[image: External link], the end of high school[image: External link]); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.[520]

About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial[image: External link] or nonsectarian[image: External link] private schools[image: External link]. Just over 2% of children are homeschooled[image: External link].[521] The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than $11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student.[522] Some 80% of U.S. college students attend public universities[image: External link].[523]

The United States has many competitive private and public institutions of higher education[image: External link]. The majority of the world's top universities listed by different ranking organizations are in the U.S.[524][525][526] There are also local community colleges[image: External link] with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. Of Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree[image: External link], and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.[527] The basic literacy[image: External link] rate is approximately 99%.[10][528] The United Nations assigns the United States an Education Index of 0.97, tying it for 12th in the world.[529]

As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. trails some other OECD[image: External link] nations but spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in combined public and private spending.[522][530] As of 2012, student loan debt[image: External link] exceeded one trillion dollars, more than Americans owe on credit cards.[531]
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Main article: Culture of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Alaska Natives § Cultures[image: External link], Native American cultures in the United States[image: External link], Culture of the Native Hawaiians[image: External link], Social class in the United States[image: External link], Public holidays in the United States[image: External link], and Tourism in the United States[image: External link]


The United States is home to many cultures[image: External link] and a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values.[25][532] Aside from the Native American[image: External link], Native Hawaiian[image: External link], and Native Alaskan[image: External link] populations, nearly all Americans or their ancestors settled or immigrated within the past five centuries.[533] Mainstream American culture is a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants[image: External link] with influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa[image: External link].[25][534] More recent immigration from Asia[image: External link] and especially Latin America[image: External link] has added to a cultural mix that has been described as both a homogenizing melting pot[image: External link], and a heterogeneous salad bowl[image: External link] in which immigrants and their descendants retain distinctive cultural characteristics.[25]

Core American culture was established by Protestant[image: External link] British colonists and shaped by the frontier[image: External link] settlement process, with the traits derived passed down to descendants and transmitted to immigrants through assimilation. Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic[image: External link], competitiveness, and individualism,[535] as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed[image: External link]" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law, and a preference for limited government.[536] Americans are extremely charitable by global standards. According to a 2006 British study, Americans gave 1.67% of GDP to charity, more than any other nation studied, more than twice the second place British figure of 0.73%, and around twelve times the French figure of 0.14%.[537][538]

The American Dream[image: External link], or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobility[image: External link], plays a key role in attracting immigrants.[539] Whether this perception is realistic has been a topic of debate.[540][541][542][543][429][544] While mainstream culture holds that the United States is a classless society[image: External link],[545] scholars identify significant differences between the country's social classes, affecting socialization[image: External link], language, and values.[546] Americans' self-images, social viewpoints, and cultural expectations are associated with their occupations to an unusually close degree.[547] While Americans tend greatly to value socioeconomic achievement, being ordinary or average[image: External link] is generally seen as a positive attribute.[548]
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Main article: Cuisine of the United States[image: External link]


Mainstream American cuisine is similar to that in other Western countries. Wheat[image: External link] is the primary cereal grain with about three-quarters of grain products made of wheat flour[549] and many dishes use indigenous ingredients, such as turkey, venison, potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers.[550] These home grown foods are part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays; Thanksgiving[image: External link], when some Americans make traditional foods to celebrate the occasion.[551]

Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. French fries, Mexican[image: External link] dishes such as burritos and tacos, and pasta dishes freely adapted from Italian[image: External link] sources are widely consumed.[553] Americans drink three times as much coffee as tea.[554] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk ubiquitous breakfast[image: External link] beverages.[555][556]

American eating habits owe a great deal to that of their British culinary[image: External link] roots with some variations. Although American lands could grow newer vegetables that Britain could not, most colonists would not eat these new foods until accepted by Europeans.[557] Over time American foods changed to a point that food critic, John L. Hess[image: External link] stated in 1972: "Our founding fathers were as far superior to our present political leaders in the quality of their food as they were in the quality of their prose and intelligence".[558]

The American fast food[image: External link] industry, the world's largest,[559] pioneered the drive-through[image: External link] format in the 1940s.[560] Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns. During the 1980s and 1990s, Americans' caloric intake rose 24%;[553] frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American "obesity epidemic[image: External link]".[561] Highly sweetened soft drinks are widely popular, and sugared beverages account for nine percent of American caloric intake.[562]
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Main articles: American literature[image: External link], American philosophy[image: External link], Architecture of the United States[image: External link], Visual art of the United States[image: External link], and American classical music[image: External link]


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of its cues from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain[image: External link] and poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] were major figures in the century's second half; Emily Dickinson[image: External link], virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet.[563] A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville[image: External link]'s Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1925) and Harper Lee[image: External link]'s To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (1960)—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[564]

Twelve U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], most recently Bob Dylan[image: External link] in 2016. William Faulkner[image: External link], Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] and John Steinbeck[image: External link] are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century.[565] Popular literary genres such as the Western[image: External link] and hardboiled[image: External link] crime fiction developed in the United States. The Beat Generation[image: External link] writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist[image: External link] authors such as John Barth[image: External link], Thomas Pynchon[image: External link], and Don DeLillo[image: External link].[566]

The transcendentalists[image: External link], led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], established the first major American philosophical movement[image: External link]. After the Civil War, Charles Sanders Peirce[image: External link] and then William James[image: External link] and John Dewey[image: External link] were leaders in the development of pragmatism[image: External link]. In the 20th century, the work of W. V. O. Quine[image: External link] and Richard Rorty[image: External link], and later Noam Chomsky[image: External link], brought analytic philosophy[image: External link] to the fore of American philosophical academia. John Rawls[image: External link] and Robert Nozick[image: External link] led a revival of political philosophy[image: External link]. Cornel West[image: External link] and Judith Butler[image: External link] have led a continental tradition in American philosophical academia. Chicago school economists[image: External link] like Milton Friedman[image: External link], James M. Buchanan[image: External link], and Thomas Sowell[image: External link] have affected various fields in social and political philosophy.[567][568]

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School[image: External link] was a mid-19th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism[image: External link]. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins[image: External link] are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show[image: External link] in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art[image: External link], shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene.[569] Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism[image: External link] of Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link] and the pop art[image: External link] of Andy Warhol[image: External link] and Roy Lichtenstein[image: External link] developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism[image: External link] has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Philip Johnson[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link].[570] Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography[image: External link], with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz[image: External link], Edward Steichen[image: External link], and Ansel Adams[image: External link].[571]

One of the first major promoters of American theater[image: External link] was impresario P. T. Barnum[image: External link], who began operating a lower Manhattan[image: External link] entertainment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] produced a series of popular musical[image: External link] comedies in New York starting in the late 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway[image: External link]; the songs of musical theater composers such as Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] have become pop standards[image: External link]. Playwright Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Nobel literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], and August Wilson[image: External link].[573]

Though little known at the time, Charles Ives[image: External link]'s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition, while experimentalists such as Henry Cowell[image: External link] and John Cage[image: External link] created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland[image: External link] and George Gershwin[image: External link] developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music.

Choreographers[image: External link] Isadora Duncan[image: External link] and Martha Graham[image: External link] helped create modern dance[image: External link], while George Balanchine[image: External link] and Jerome Robbins[image: External link] were leaders in 20th-century ballet.
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Main article: Music of the United States[image: External link]


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music[image: External link] have deeply influenced American music[image: External link] at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk[image: External link] idioms such as the blues[image: External link] and what is now known as old-time music[image: External link] were adopted and transformed into popular genres[image: External link] with global audiences. Jazz[image: External link] was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Duke Ellington[image: External link] early in the 20th century. Country music[image: External link] developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues[image: External link] in the 1940s.[574]

Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Chuck Berry[image: External link] were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] emerged from the folk revival[image: External link] to become one of America's most celebrated songwriters and James Brown[image: External link] led the development of funk[image: External link]. More recent American creations include hip hop[image: External link] and house music[image: External link]. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson[image: External link], and Madonna[image: External link] have become global celebrities,[574] as have contemporary musical artists such as Taylor Swift[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], and Beyoncé[image: External link] as well as hip hop artists Jay Z[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link].[575] Rock bands such as Metallica[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], and Aerosmith[image: External link] are among the highest grossing[image: External link] in worldwide sales.[576][577][578]
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Main article: Cinema of the United States[image: External link]


Hollywood[image: External link], a northern district of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, is one of the leaders in motion picture production.[579] The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s Kinetoscope[image: External link].[580] The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film[image: External link]'s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the forces of globalization.[581]

Director D. W. Griffith[image: External link], American's top filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar[image: External link], and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney[image: External link] was a leader in both animated film[image: External link] and movie merchandising[image: External link].[582] Directors such as John Ford[image: External link] redefined the image of the American Old West and history, and, like others such as John Huston[image: External link], broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting, with great influence on subsequent directors. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is commonly referred to as the "Golden Age of Hollywood[image: External link]", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,[583] with screen actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] becoming iconic figures.[584][585] In the 1970s, film directors such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link] and Robert Altman[image: External link] were a vital component in what became known as "New Hollywood[image: External link]" or the "Hollywood Renaissance",[586] grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period[image: External link].[587] Since, directors such as Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and James Cameron[image: External link] have gained renown for their blockbuster films, often characterized by high production costs, and in return, high earnings at the box office, with Cameron's Avatar[image: External link] (2009) earning more than $2 billion.[588]

Notable films topping the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI 100[image: External link] list include Orson Welles[image: External link]'s Citizen Kane[image: External link] (1941), which is frequently cited as the greatest film of all time,[589][590] Casablanca[image: External link] (1942), The Godfather[image: External link] (1972), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939), The Graduate[image: External link] (1967), On the Waterfront[image: External link] (1954), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Singin' in the Rain[image: External link] (1952), It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link] (1946) and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (1950).[591] The Academy Awards[image: External link], popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] since 1929,[592] and the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] have been held annually since January 1944.[593]
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Main article: Sports in the United States[image: External link]


American football[image: External link] is by several measures the most popular spectator sport;[595] the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl[image: External link] is watched by millions globally. Baseball[image: External link] has been regarded as the U.S. national sport[image: External link] since the late 19th century, with Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) being the top league. Basketball[image: External link] and ice hockey[image: External link] are the country's next two leading professional team sports[image: External link], with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) and the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL). These four major sports, when played professionally, each occupy a season at different, but overlapping, times of the year. College football[image: External link] and basketball[image: External link] attract large audiences.[596] In soccer[image: External link], the country hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the men's national soccer team[image: External link] qualified for ten World Cups and the women's team[image: External link] has won the FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] three times; Major League Soccer[image: External link] is the sport's highest league in the United States (featuring 19 American and 3 Canadian teams). The market for professional sports in the United States is roughly $69 billion, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined.[597]

Eight Olympic Games[image: External link] have taken place in the United States. As of 2014, the United States has won 2,400 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], more than any other country, and 281 in the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link], the second most behind Norway.[598] While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link], and snowboarding[image: External link] are American inventions, some of which have become popular in other countries. Lacrosse[image: External link] and surfing[image: External link] arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.[599] The most watched individual sports[image: External link] are golf[image: External link] and auto racing[image: External link], particularly NASCAR[image: External link].[600][601] Rugby union[image: External link] is considered the fastest growing sport in the U.S., with registered players numbered at 115,000+ and a further 1.2 million participants.[602]
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Main article: Media of the United States[image: External link]


The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) and Fox[image: External link]. The four major broadcast television networks[image: External link] are all commercial entities. Cable television[image: External link] offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of niches.[603] Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercial, on average just over two-and-a-half hours a day.[604]

In 1998, the number of U.S. commercial radio stations had grown to 4,793 AM stations and 5,662 FM stations. In addition, there are 1,460 public radio stations. Most of these stations are run by universities and public authorities for educational purposes and are financed by public or private funds, subscriptions and corporate underwriting. Much public-radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR (formerly National Public Radio). NPR was incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967; its television counterpart, PBS[image: External link], was also created by the same legislation. (NPR and PBS are operated separately from each other.) As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the US according to the U.S. Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC).[605]

Well-known newspapers are The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times and USA Today. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage. With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett[image: External link] or McClatchy[image: External link], which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily papers, for example, New York City's The Village Voice[image: External link] or Los Angeles' LA Weekly[image: External link], to name two of the best-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries, and papers for local ethnic and social groups. Early versions of the American newspaper comic strip[image: External link] and the American comic book[image: External link] began appearing in the 19th century. In 1938, Superman[image: External link], the comic book superhero[image: External link] of DC Comics[image: External link], developed into an American icon.[606] Aside from web portals[image: External link] and search engines[image: External link], the most popular websites are Facebook[image: External link], YouTube[image: External link], Wikipedia[image: External link], Yahoo.com[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link] and Twitter.[607]

More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most widely spoken mother tongue behind English.[608][609]
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Main articles: Science and technology in the United States[image: External link] and Science policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts[image: External link] were developed by the U.S. War Department by the Federal Armories during the first half of the 19th century. This technology, along with the establishment of a machine tool[image: External link] industry, enabled the U.S. to have large scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles and other items in the late 19th century and became known as the American system of manufacturing[image: External link]. Factory electrification[image: External link] in the early 20th century and introduction of the assembly line[image: External link] and other labor saving techniques created the system called mass production[image: External link].[610]

In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone[image: External link]. Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s research laboratory[image: External link], one of the first of its kind, developed the phonograph[image: External link], the first long-lasting light bulb[image: External link], and the first viable movie camera[image: External link].[611] The latter lead to emergence of the worldwide entertainment industry[image: External link]. In the early 20th century, the automobile companies of Ransom E. Olds[image: External link] and Henry Ford[image: External link] popularized the assembly line[image: External link]. The Wright brothers[image: External link], in 1903, made the first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight[image: External link].[612]

The rise of Fascism[image: External link] and Nazism[image: External link] in the 1920s and 1930s led many European scientists, including Albert Einstein[image: External link], Enrico Fermi[image: External link], and John von Neumann[image: External link], to immigrate to the United States.[613] During World War II, the Manhattan Project[image: External link] developed nuclear weapons, ushering in the Atomic Age[image: External link], while the Space Race[image: External link] produced rapid advances in rocketry, materials science[image: External link], and aeronautics[image: External link].[614][615]

The invention of the transistor[image: External link] in the 1950s, a key active component in practically all modern electronics[image: External link], led to many technological developments and a significant expansion of the U.S. technology industry.[616][617][618] This in turn led to the establishment of many new technology companies and regions around the country such as in Silicon Valley[image: External link] in California. Advancements by American microprocessor[image: External link] companies such as Advanced Micro Devices[image: External link] (AMD), and Intel[image: External link] along with both computer software[image: External link] and hardware[image: External link] companies that include Adobe Systems[image: External link], Apple Computer[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Sun Microsystems[image: External link] created and popularized the personal computer[image: External link]. The ARPANET[image: External link] was developed in the 1960s to meet Defense Department[image: External link] requirements, and became the first of a series of networks which evolved[image: External link] into the Internet[image: External link].[619]

These advancements then lead to greater personalization[image: External link] of technology for individual use.[620] As of 2013, 83.8% of American households owned at least one computer[image: External link], and 73.3% had high-speed Internet service.[621] 91% of Americans also own a mobile phone as of May 2013.[622] The United States ranks highly with regard to freedom of use of the internet.[623]

In the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comes from the private sector.[624] The United States leads the world in scientific research papers and impact factor[image: External link].[625]
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See also: Health care in the United States[image: External link], Health care reform in the United States[image: External link], and Health insurance in the United States[image: External link]


PPP-adjusted[image: External link], compared amongst various first world nations.]] The United States has a life expectancy of 79.8 years at birth, up from 75.2 years in 1990.[627][628][629] Increasing obesity in the United States and health improvements elsewhere have contributed to lowering the country's rank in life expectancy from 1987, when it was 11th in the world.[630] Obesity rates in the United States[image: External link] are amongst the highest in the world.[631]

Approximately one-third of the adult population is obese and an additional third is overweight;[632] the obesity rate, the highest in the industrialized world, has more than doubled in the last quarter-century.[633] Obesity-related type 2 diabetes[image: External link] is considered epidemic by health care professionals.[634] The infant mortality rate of 6.17 per thousand places the United States 56th-lowest out of 224 countries.[635]

In 2010, coronary artery disease[image: External link], lung cancer[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases[image: External link], and traffic accidents caused the most years of life lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression[image: External link], musculoskeletal disorders[image: External link], neck pain, and anxiety[image: External link] caused the most years lost to disability. The most deleterious risk factors[image: External link] were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure[image: External link], high blood sugar[image: External link], physical inactivity[image: External link], and alcohol use. Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], drug abuse, kidney disease[image: External link] and cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates.[629] U.S. teenage pregnancy and abortion rates are substantially higher than in other Western nations, especially among blacks and Hispanics.[636]

The U.S. is a global leader in medical innovation. America solely developed or contributed significantly to 9 of the top 10 most important medical innovations since 1975 as ranked by a 2001 poll of physicians, while the European Union and Switzerland together contributed to five.[637] Since 1966, more Americans have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine[image: External link] than the rest of the world combined. From 1989 to 2002, four times more money was invested in private biotechnology companies in America than in Europe.[638] The U.S. health-care system far outspends[image: External link] any other nation, measured in both per capita spending and percentage of GDP.[639]

Health-care coverage in the United States is a combination of public and private efforts and is not universal[image: External link]. In 2014, 13.4% of the population did not carry health insurance[image: External link].[640] The subject of uninsured and underinsured Americans is a major political issue.[641][642] In 2006, Massachusetts[image: External link] became the first state to mandate universal health insurance.[643] Federal legislation[image: External link] passed in early 2010 would ostensibly create a near-universal health insurance system around the country by 2014, though the bill and its ultimate effect are issues of controversy.[644][645]
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^ English is the official language[image: External link] of 32 states; English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are both official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], and English and 20 Indigenous languages[image: External link] are official in Alaska. Algonquian[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Sioux[image: External link] are among many other official languages in Native-controlled lands throughout the country. French[image: External link] is a de facto, but unofficial, language in Maine and Louisiana[image: External link], while New Mexico[image: External link] law grants Spanish[image: External link] a special status.[4][5][6][7]


	
^ In five territories, English as well as one or more indigenous languages are official: Spanish[image: External link] in Puerto Rico, Samoan[image: External link] in American Samoa, Chamorro[image: External link] in both Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian[image: External link] is also an official language in the Northern Mariana Islands.


	
^ Whether the United States or China[image: External link] is larger has been disputed[image: External link]. The figure given is from the U.S. Census and United Nations.[11]


	
^ See Time in the United States[image: External link] for details about laws governing time zones in the United States.


	
^ Except American Samoa[image: External link] and the Virgin Islands[image: External link].


	
^ The five major territories are American Samoa[image: External link], Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands[image: External link]. There are eleven smaller island areas without permanent populations: Baker Island[image: External link], Howland Island[image: External link], Jarvis Island[image: External link], Johnston Atoll[image: External link], Kingman Reef[image: External link], Midway Atoll[image: External link], and Palmyra Atoll[image: External link]. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link], Navassa Island[image: External link], Serranilla Bank[image: External link], and Wake Island[image: External link] is disputed.[19]


	
^ The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources exclude Taiwan from the area of China.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[21] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,526,468 sq km. The figure for the United States is less than in the CIA Factbook because it excludes coastal and territorial waters.[22]

	The CIA World Factbook lists the United States as the third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with total area of 9,833,517 sq km,[23] and China as fourth-largest at 9,596,960 sq km.[24] This figure for the United States is greater than in the Encyclopædia Britannica because it includes coastal and territorial waters.







	
^ The United States has a very diverse population; 37 ancestry groups[image: External link] have more than one million members.[232] German Americans[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group (more than 50 million) – followed by Irish Americans[image: External link] (circa 37 million), Mexican Americans[image: External link] (circa 31 million) and English Americans[image: External link] (circa 28 million).[233][234] White Americans[image: External link] are the largest racial group[image: External link]; black Americans[image: External link] are the nation's largest racial minority[image: External link] (note that in the U.S. Census, Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] are counted as an ethnic group, not a "racial" group), and third-largest ancestry group.[232] Asian Americans[image: External link] are the country's second-largest racial minority; the three largest Asian American ethnic groups are Chinese Americans[image: External link], Filipino Americans[image: External link], and Indian Americans[image: External link].[232]


	
^ Fertility[image: External link] is also a factor; in 2010 the average Hispanic woman gave birth to 2.35 children in her lifetime, compared to 1.97 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.79 for non-Hispanic white women (both below the replacement rate[image: External link] of 2.1).[248] Minorities[image: External link] (as defined by the Census Bureau as all those beside non-Hispanic, non-multiracial whites) constituted 36.3% of the population in 2010 (this is nearly 40% in 2015),[249] and over 50% of children under age one,[250] and are projected to constitute the majority by 2042.[251] This contradicts the report by the National Vital Statistics Reports, based on the U.S. census data, which concludes that 54% (2,162,406 out of 3,999,386 in 2010) of births were non-Hispanic white.[248] The Hispanic birth rate plummeted 25% between 2006 and 2013 while the rate for non-Hispanics decreased just 5%.[252]


	
^ Source: 2015 American Community Survey[image: External link], U.S. Census Bureau[image: External link]. Most respondents who speak a language other than English at home also report speaking English "well" or "very well" For the language groups listed above, the strongest English-language proficiency is among speakers of German (96% report that they speak English "well" or "very well"), followed by speakers of French (93.5%), Tagalog (92.8%), Spanish (74.1%), Korean (71.5%), Chinese (70.4%), and Vietnamese (66.9%).


	
^ In January 2015, U.S. federal government debt held by the public was approximately $13 trillion, or about 72% of U.S. GDP. Intra-governmental holdings stood at $5 trillion, giving a combined total debt of $18.080 trillion.[372][373] By 2012, total federal debt had surpassed 100% of U.S. GDP.[374] The U.S. has a credit rating[image: External link] of AA+ from Standard & Poor's[image: External link], AAA from Fitch[image: External link], and AAA from Moody's[image: External link].[375]


	
^ The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that the United States' arms industry[image: External link] was the world's biggest exporter of major weapons from 2005 to 2009,[438] and remained the largest exporter of major weapons during a period between 2010 and 2014, followed by Russia, China (PRC), and Germany.[439]


	
^ Droughts are likely to particularly affect the 66 percent of Americans whose communities depend on surface water.[518] As for drinking water quality, there are concerns about disinfection by-products, lead[image: External link], perchlorates[image: External link] and pharmaceutical substances, but generally drinking water quality in the U.S.[image: External link] is good.[519]
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The 2016 Republican National Convention, in which delegates[image: External link] of the United States Republican Party[image: External link] chose the party's nominees for President of the United States and Vice President of the United States[image: External link] in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], was held July 18–21, 2016, at Quicken Loans Arena in Cleveland, Ohio.[3] The event marked the third time Cleveland has hosted the Republican National Convention and the first since 1936.[4] In addition to determining the party's national ticket[image: External link], the convention ratified the party platform.[5]

There were 2,472 delegates to the Republican National Convention, with a simple majority of 1,237 required to win the presidential nomination.[6][7] Most of those delegates were bound for the first ballot of the convention based on the results of the 2016 Republican presidential primaries.[8] The convention formally nominated Donald Trump for President and Indiana Governor[image: External link] Mike Pence for Vice President.[9] Trump and Pence would go on to be elected President and Vice President by the Electoral College following the general election in which Hillary Clinton and her running mate Tim Kaine received the largest number of votes.



TOP
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 Background




In 2016, both the Democratic and Republican conventions were held before the Rio de Janeiro Summer Olympics[image: External link] instead of after, as was the case in 2008 and 2012. One reason the Republican Party scheduled their convention in July was to help avoid a longer, drawn-out primary battle similar to what happened in 2012, which left the party fractured heading into the general election and eventually led to Mitt Romney losing the election to Barack Obama. The Democratic Party then followed suit, scheduling their convention in Philadelphia[image: External link] the week after the Republicans' convention, to provide a quicker response.[10] On May 3, Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus declared Donald Trump the presumptive nominee after Texas senator Ted Cruz dropped out of the race. The next day, Ohio Governor John Kasich suspended his campaign, effectively making Trump the presumptive Republican presidential nominee. Trump was the first presidential nominee of a major party since Wendell Willkie[image: External link], the Republican candidate in 1940, who has held neither political office nor a high military rank prior to his nomination. He was also the first presidential nominee of a major party without political experience since General Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] first captured the Republican presidential nomination in 1952. This was the first Republican National Convention to be held entirely in July since 1980. Twitter and CBS News[image: External link] live streamed the convention via Twitter.[11]
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 Selection




On April 2, 2014, the Republican National Committee announced that Cincinnati[image: External link], Cleveland, Dallas[image: External link], Denver[image: External link], Kansas City[image: External link] and Las Vegas[image: External link] were the finalists for hosting the convention.[12] In late June 2014, Cleveland and Dallas were announced as the final two contenders to be the host city.[13] Cleveland was selected on July 8, 2014.[14]
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 Host Committee




The 2016 Cleveland Host Committee, an Ohio nonprofit corporation with no political affiliation, is the official and federally designated Presidential Convention Host Committee for the convention. It is responsible for "organizing, hosting and funding" the convention; it also aims "to promote Northeast Ohio and ensure Cleveland is best represented, and to lessen the burden of local governments in hosting the 2016 Republican National Convention".[15] The Host Committee is composed of prominent Ohio business executives, civic leaders, and other community leaders.[16][17] David Gilbert, CEO of Destination Cleveland and the Greater Cleveland Sports Commission, is the President and CEO of the host committee.[15] Organizers have found it hard to raise the money needed to put on the convention, which is normally supported by corporate donations. Corporations that donated hundreds of thousands of dollars to the 2012 convention but nothing in 2016 include JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], General Electric[image: External link], Ford Motor Company[image: External link], Motorola Solutions[image: External link] and Amgen[image: External link].[18] Reluctance to be associated with Trump, or concern that the convention might be disrupted by floor fights or violence, were sometimes cited as factors in the decision to withhold funds.[19][20] In July as the convention got under way, the Cleveland Host Committee said it had raised $58 million of its $64 million goal. They asked billionaire Sheldon Adelson[image: External link], who often contributes to Republicans, to make up the $6 million shortfall.[21]
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 Security arrangements and planning




The convention is designated as a National Special Security Event[image: External link], meaning that ultimate authority over law enforcement[image: External link] goes to the Secret Service[image: External link] and Department of Homeland Security[image: External link].[22] A highly publicized online petition[image: External link][23] by gun activists to allow the open carry of guns[image: External link] inside Quicken Loans Arena garnered 45,000 signatures; however, the Secret Service, which is in charge of convention security, announced that it would not allow guns in the arena (or the small "secure zone" immediately outside it[24]) during the event,[25] releasing a statement in late March 2016 saying: "Individuals determined to be carrying firearms will not be allowed past a predetermined outer perimeter checkpoint, regardless of whether they possess a ticket to the event."[26] The Secret Service has the authority to restrict guns, firearms or other weapons from entering any site where it is protecting an individual.[27]

The Cleveland Police Department[image: External link] received $50 million in federal grants to support local police operations during the event.[28] With this grant money, the City of Cleveland sought to purchase over 2,000 riot control[image: External link] personnel gear sets prior to the convention for $20 million, and the remaining $30 million is expected to go to personnel expenses.[29] Items such as water guns[image: External link], swords, tennis balls[image: External link] and coolers have been banned by the City of Cleveland from the 1.7-square-mile "event zone" outside the convention hall by the City of Cleveland, but because of a statewide open-carry law[image: External link] permitting the open carrying of guns, firearms are permitted.[24][30][31][32] The Cleveland chapter of the NAACP[image: External link] raised concerns in March 2016 in a letter to city and county leaders about security at the Convention, writing that police were unprepared for a "possible mix of protesters and demonstrators brandishing guns."[23][33] The Cleveland Police Union also raised concerns similar to those raised by the local NAACP in March, writing that equipment and training for police was behind schedule.[23] On July 16—the eve of the convention—the Cleveland Police Union asked Governor John Kasich to temporarily suspend Ohio's state open-carry gun law so as to block the carrying of guns within the event zone,[24] but Kasich rejected the request, writing: "Ohio governors do not have the power to arbitrarily suspend federal and state constitutional rights or state laws as suggested."[24]

Before the convention there were a number of online phishing[image: External link] expeditions that may have been hackers looking for weak spots in the convention's network.[34] The computer network of the Democratic National Committee had already been penetrated by hackers linked with the Russian government[image: External link], compromising, among other things, the database of opposition research on Trump.[35] On July 17, 2016, The New York Times reported that "Cleveland has assigned about 500 police officers specifically to handle the convention and it has brought in thousands more officers to help, from departments as distant as California and Texas."[36]

Considerable controversy arose from a sign reminiscent of the Jim Crow era pointing towards "White Elevators". Supposedly, the sign was to color code various routes to prevent people from getting lost. However, given Trump's rhetoric throughout his campaign, many interpreted as a sign promoting segregation.[37]
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 Protest planning




The Los Angeles Times wrote at the end of March 2016 that fears of a turbulent and volatile convention atmosphere were heightened because of a variety of factors: "a city scarred by controversial police shootings and simmering with racial tension; a candidate [Trump] who has threatened that his supporters will riot if he comes with the most delegates but leaves without the nomination; and a police force with a reputation for brutality."[38] Concerns specifically focused on the ability of the Cleveland Police Department[image: External link] to handle protests in the wake of the Tamir Rice[image: External link] and Michael Brelo[image: External link] cases, and a 2014 Department of Justice investigation that criticized the police department for having a pattern or practice of using "unreasonable and unnecessary force."[38] Left-wing activists have been preparing for the convention since it was announced in 2014.[38] In May 2016, the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] threatened to file a lawsuit on behalf of two activist groups, Citizens for Trump and a progressive group called Organize Ohio, asserting that protesters were being inhibited in their attempts to organize effectively by the city's delay in granting permits.[39] As of May 19, six groups had filed for permits, but none had been granted. Cleveland stalled on approving and making public the demonstration applications it received, while Philadelphia (hosting the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link]) had already granted an application.[40] The ACLU sued the city in federal district court[image: External link] on June 14, 2016.[41] As of May 20, 2016, groups that have filed for protest permits have included the AIDS Healthcare Foundation[image: External link]; Global Zero[image: External link]; Organize Ohio, a group of progressive activists; the Citizens for Trump/Our Votes Matter March; Coalition to March on the RNC and Dump Trump; Stand Together Against Trump, an anti-Donald Trump group; People's Fightback Center/March Against Racism; and Created Equal, an anti-abortion group[image: External link]. A pro-Trump group, Trump March RNC, withdrew its application after Trump became the presumptive nominee.[42]
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 Attendance and officials skipping convention




As Trump rose to become the presumptive presidential nominee of the Republican Party, a number of prominent Republicans announced they would not attend the convention.[43][44] Of the living former Republican nominees for president, only 1996 nominee Bob Dole[image: External link] announced that he would attend the convention; Romney, John McCain, George W. Bush and George H. W. Bush[image: External link] all announced that they would skip the convention.[45] A number of Republican Governors[image: External link], U.S. Representatives[image: External link] and U.S. Senators, particularly those facing difficult reelection campaigns, also indicated that they would not attend, seeking to distance themselves from Trump and spend more time with voters in their home states.[43] Most notably, Governor Kasich chose to avoid the convention, while Ohio Senator Rob Portman[image: External link] attended the convention but avoided taking a major role in its proceedings.[46] On July 8, 2016, Nebraska[image: External link] Senator Ben Sasse[image: External link] announced that he would not attend the convention.[47] Many Republican senators did not attend the convention at all:[48] Senator Steve Daines[image: External link] of Montana[image: External link], who would be " fly-fishing[image: External link] with his wife"; Senator Jeff Flake[image: External link] of Arizona, who said he had "to mow his lawn"; and Senator Lisa Murkowski[image: External link] of Alaska, who would be traveling in Alaska by bush plane[image: External link].[48]

A number of prominent businesses and trade groups, including Coca-Cola[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link] and Hewlett-Packard, scaled back participation in the convention, sharply reducing their contributions for convention events and sponsorship.[44][49] In June, six major companies that sponsored the 2012 Republican convention—Wells Fargo[image: External link], UPS[image: External link], Motorola[image: External link], JPMorgan Chase[image: External link], Ford[image: External link] and Walgreens Boots[image: External link]—announced they would not sponsor the 2016 Republican convention.[50] Apple Inc.[image: External link] followed suit, announcing that it, too, would be withdrawing funding from the convention over Trump's position on certain election issues.[51]
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 Seating assignments




Seating arrangements for state and territorial delegations were announced on July 16, two days before the convention began.[52][53] The Ohio and Texas delegations were assigned to the back of the convention hall, a move viewed as punishment for the delegations, as they did not back Trump in their respective primaries (Ohio and Texas voted for Kasich and Cruz, respectively).[54][55]
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 Convention committees and meetings before the Convention




There are four Convention committees, which met ahead of the Convention for specific purposes under the rules of the Republican Party.[56] Each committee is composed of one man and one woman from each state, the five U.S. territories, and the District of Columbia[image: External link], totaling 112 members. Those committee members are selected by the 56 delegations, which determine on their own how to choose their representatives on each committee.[57] Each of the committees met the week before the convention at the Huntington Convention Center in Cleveland.[58] The committees are as follows:


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Committee on Rules and Order of Business (or Rules Committee)




For more details on this topic, see Stop Trump movement and Delegates Unbound[image: External link].

The Rules Committee, which sets the rules of the convention and the standing rules that govern the party until the next convention, met on July 14. The rules it passes must be adopted by the full convention to take effect. This committee is regarded as the most powerful. It consists of 112 members, including one male delegate and one female delegate from each state, territory and Washington, D.C. Members of this committee are elected at state conventions.[59][60] The Rules Committee was chaired by Enid Mickelsen[image: External link] of Utah[image: External link] and Ron Kaufman of Massachusetts[image: External link].[61]

In June 2016, activists Eric O'Keefe[image: External link] and Dane Waters formed a group called Delegates Unbound[image: External link], which CNN described as "an effort to convince delegates that they have the authority and the ability to vote for whomever they want."[62][63][57] Republican delegate Kendal Unruh led an effort among other Republican delegates to change the convention rules "to include a 'conscience clause' that would allow delegates bound to Trump to vote against him, even on the first ballot at the July convention."[64] Following a "marathon 15-hour meeting" on July 14, 2016, the Rules Committee voted down, by a vote of 84–21, a move to send a "minority report" to the floor allowing the unbinding of delegates, thereby guaranteeing Trump's nomination. The committee then made the opposite move, voting 87–12 to include rules language specifically stating that delegates were required to vote based on their states' primary and caucus results.[65] By a unanimous vote, the Rules Committee also voted to change Rule 40(b), a controversial rule that had provided that "a candidate had to win a majority of the vote in eight states to have his or her name placed into nomination at the convention."[66] The committee voted to return to the pre-2012 rule, which required a candidate to receive only a plurality of the vote in at least five states to have his or her name placed in nomination.[66]
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 Platform Committee




The Platform Committee met for two days of open hearings on July 11 and 12[58][67] to draft a party platform, which had to be ratified by the full convention. (See Platform below).[68] The Platform Committee was chaired by Senator John Barrasso[image: External link] of Wyoming and co-chaired by Congresswoman Virginia Foxx[image: External link] of North Carolina[image: External link] and Governor[image: External link] Mary Fallin[image: External link] of Oklahoma.[69][70]
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 Credentials Committee




The Credentials Committee handles disputes on the eligibility of convention delegates. The Committee on Contests reviews contested delegates; if the Contests Committee recommends that a delegate be de-certified, the Credentials Committee considers the recommendation.[71][72] The Rule Committee was chaired by Mike Duncan[image: External link], former chairman of the Republican National Committee, and co-chaired by Arkansas Republican Party[image: External link] chairman Doyle Webb.[73]
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 Committee on Arrangements




The Committee on Arrangements handles the scheduling and logistics of the convention.[74] The committee was chaired by Steve King, former chairman of the Republican Party of Wisconsin[image: External link].[75]
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 Platform
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 Platform Committee debate and provisions




Further information: Annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation[image: External link]


The platform committee adopted its platform on July 12.[76] The platform was described as "staunchly conservative" and reflective of the party's move towards the right.[77][78][79] The most contentious discussions at the platform committee dealt with social issues, particularly those dealing with LGBT people.[77][79] The platform adopted by the platform committee adopted a "strict, traditionalist view" on social issues, expressing deep criticism "of how the modern American family has evolved."[77] Many platform planks expressing "disapproval of homosexuality, same-sex marriage or transgender rights"—championed by Tony Perkins[image: External link], the president of the Family Research Council[image: External link]—passed.[77] The platform calls for overturning Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link], the Supreme Court decision on same-sex marriage, by a constitutional amendment[image: External link].[77] The platform also calls for the appointment of judges "who respect traditional family values."[77] The platform promotes state bathroom bills[image: External link] to restrict the public restrooms that transgender persons can use; and stated that "natural marriage" is between a man and a woman and is less likely to result in children who become drug addicts.[79][77] The platform also expressed support for allowing parents to seek "the proper medical treatment and therapy for their minor children," which was widely seen as alluding to the right of parents to have their gay minors undergo conversion therapy[image: External link].[77][79][80][81][82][83] The platform calls internet pornography[image: External link] "a public health crisis that is destroying the life of millions" and encourages states to fight it.[84] The platform also calls for the teaching of the Bible in public schools.[77]

Rachel Hoff, a District of Columbia delegate who is the first openly gay member of a Republican platform committee, offered several amendments to soften or offer language inclusive of the LGBT community, but each proposal failed.[85] Hoff's proposal for language "stating that marriage is a fundamentally important institution and that 'there are diverse and sincerely held views on marriage' within the party" failed in an unofficial vote of 30 to 82.[85] An amendment was also offered to recognize that gay people are targeted by ISIL[image: External link]; the delegates who introduced this amendment sought to signal inclusion of the gay community. The amendment was opposed by conservative delegates (such as Jim Bopp[image: External link] of Indiana, who termed such an amendment "identity politics") and was voted down.[77][79]

The party's platform language "was strengthened to condemn all types of abortion" without exceptions.[79] The platform committee adopted a provision, proposed by Kansas Secretary of State[image: External link] Kris Kobach[image: External link], expressing opposition to any restriction on magazine capacity in firearms[image: External link].[77][79] The platform called for "certain federally controlled public lands[image: External link]" to be immediately transferred to state ownership, where it could be privatized. The platform did not specify whether the lands would include national parks[image: External link], national forests[image: External link], or wilderness areas[image: External link].[86]

On foreign policy, the members of the platform committee were split between "libertarian-minded isolationists" and "national security hawks[image: External link]."[79] The latter camp won on almost every point, voting down measures that would have condemned ongoing U.S. involvement in Middle Eastern wars and approving language promoting increased military spending.[79] One plank reflected a more isolationist approach, eliminating references to giving weapons to Ukraine in its fight with Russia and rebel forces, after Trump staffers reportedly intervened with delegates.[87] The platform adopted by the platform committee opposes a two-state solution[image: External link] to the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link].[79] While the 2012 Republican platform called for passage of the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] (TPP), the 2016 platform adopted by the convention committee omits mention of the agreement, reflecting the influence of presumptive nominee Donald Trump, who opposes the trade pact.[77] The platform also expressly calls for a wall to be built on the U.S.-Mexico border[image: External link], as Trump has called for (a strengthening of initially proposed language calling for a "physical barrier").[77]
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 Adoption of platform by convention




Giovanni Cicione of Rhode Island[image: External link], a platform committee member, led "a dissident group of Republican delegates" who opposed the anti-LGBT provisions of the sixty-page, committee-adopted platform and sought to replace it with a two-page "statement of principles" that avoided controversial issues such as same-sex marriage.[76][88] Cicione tried to force a debate and vote on the platform from the floor[image: External link] of the convention.[76][88] Cicione's effort was unsuccessful; on the first day of the convention, the delegates approved the platform by voice vote, with only a few scattered "nays" audible.[89]
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 The Convention
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 Floor fight over rules




After the Indiana primary on May 3, 2016, Donald Trump became the presumptive nominee as the lone remaining Republican candidate[image: External link] running for the Republican nomination. Under rules established by previous Republican conventions, most delegates were bound on the first ballot according to the results of the primaries.[90][91] A simple majority of 1,237 delegates was needed to win the nomination.[92][93] Entering the convention, Trump was seen as the presumptive nominee and had the support of a comfortable majority of the delegates.[94]



	Presidential nomination delegate count prior to convention



	Candidate
	Pledged delegates

on first ballot[95]

	Delegate

"soft count"[96]




	Donald Trump
	1,441
	1,537



	Ted Cruz
	551
	569



	Marco Rubio
	173
	166



	John Kasich
	161
	164



	Ben Carson
	9
	7



	Jeb Bush
	4
	4



	Other candidates
	3
	3



	Uncommitted delegates
	130[97]

	19



	Available delegates
	0
	3




On the afternoon of July 18, 2016, a group of delegates sought to force a roll-call vote on the proposed convention rules package adopted by the Rules Committee.[94][98] Some who demanded a roll call vote sought to change the party rules package to "unbind" delegates so that on the first ballot, delegates could "vote their conscience" and conceivably block Trump from being nominated on the first ballot; such a move would also "allow Trump opponents a platform to argue against" Trump.[94] Others demanding a roll call vote were seeking to reform party rules to decentralize power from the RNC and make changes for the 2020 primary process.[94][99]

That morning, a petition for a roll call vote was submitted with the signatures of a majority of delegates from ten states.[100] That afternoon, the Presiding Officer, Rep. Steve Womack[image: External link] of Arkansas, did not recognize delegates clamoring for recognition over the rules package for the convention. Womack first declared the previous question[image: External link] was ordered by unanimous consent[image: External link] despite loud cries of objection. The rules were then adopted by voice vote[image: External link], prompting loud cries of protest from delegates demanding recognition for a roll-call vote.[94][100] Finally, Womack declared that a Reconsideration of a motion[image: External link] was laid upon the table[image: External link] by unanimous consent, again to cries of objection. With loud cries throughout the convention hall, Womack abandoned the podium for several minutes, allowing RNC and Trump whips to work the floor and collect withdrawal signatures from the petition for a roll call vote.[101] Womack then reappeared and, again using unanimous consent, stated he would put the question of adopting the rules to the convention for a voice vote a second time. A second voice vote was taken. Womack then recognized the leader of the Utah delegation, who requested a roll call vote. Womack denied the motion, ruling that there were insufficient signatures to compel such a vote,[94] and announcing that while there had initially appeared to be nine state delegations that agreed to the roll-call vote, enough signatures had since been withdrawn to cause three states to fall below the threshold, thus missing the required seven states needed.[102] It was reported that Trump campaign aides and RNC staff worked on the floor to persuade delegates to withdraw their support and "challenged the validity of various signatures."[94][98] Delegates, including Senator Mike Lee[image: External link] of Utah, sought recognition and repeatedly called for a point of order[image: External link],[103] but were ignored by Womack, and reportedly had their microphones turned off.[104] Lee said he had "never seen anything like this" after Womack declined to recognize their objections and walked off the stage,[103] and Ken Cuccinelli[image: External link], the Virginia delegation chairman, said the RNC "cheated" and "violate[d] their own rules."[104] The process prompted the Colorado delegation to walk out in protest.[94]
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Further information: Results of the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016[image: External link] and Republican Party vice presidential candidate selection, 2016


Jeff Sessions[image: External link], U.S. Senator from Alabama[image: External link], formally nominated Trump for president,[105] with Chris Collins[image: External link], U.S. Representative[image: External link] from New York, and Henry McMaster[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor of South Carolina[image: External link], seconding the nomination.[106][107] Trump won the presidential nomination on July 19, 2016[108] on the first ballot with 69.8% of the delegates, the lowest percentage of delegates won by the Republican nominee since the 1976 Republican National Convention.[109] The vice presidential nomination was held immediately after the presidential nomination. Eric Holcomb[image: External link], the Lieutenant Governor of Indiana[image: External link], nominated Indiana Governor Mike Pence for vice president.[110] Trump had announced his choice of Pence as his preferred running mate the weekend before the start of the convention.[111] Pence won the vice presidential nomination by acclamation.[112]

All of the delegates from Iowa, Alaska, Utah and the District of Columbia were recorded and counted for Trump, despite the fact that Trump lost all three contests, and most of the members of those delegations had voted for other candidates. The Alaska delegation challenged the award of votes to Trump by the RNC Secretary and the Utah delegation booed when its delegates were awarded to Trump, but was reminded by the RNC Chairman that the rules for these two states required the votes to be awarded to whichever candidate was still in the race for the RNC Nomination for President, and that Cruz, Rubio, and the other candidates that had withdrawn from the race had forfeited these delegates based on the RNC nomination rules.[113][114][115][116][117]



	Republican presidential nomination ballot



	Candidates
	


Donald Trump

	


Ted Cruz

	


Marco Rubio

	


John Kasich

	


Ben Carson

	


Jeb Bush

	


Rand Paul

	




Abstain




	  Alabama[image: External link]
	36
	13
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Alaska[a]
	28

11
	·

12
	·

5
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	 American Samoa[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Arizona
	58
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Arkansas
	25
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 California
	172
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Colorado
	4
	31
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	2



	  Connecticut[image: External link]
	28
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Delaware[image: External link]
	16
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Washington, D.C.[113][117]
	19

–
	·

–
	·

10
	·

9
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	  Florida[image: External link]
	99
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	42
	18
	16
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Guam[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Hawaii[image: External link]
	11
	7
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Idaho[image: External link]
	12
	20
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Illinois[image: External link]
	54
	9
	·
	6
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Indiana
	57
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Iowa[image: External link]
	30
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Kansas[image: External link]
	9
	24
	6
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Kentucky
	17
	15
	7
	7
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Louisiana[image: External link]
	31
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Maine
	9
	12
	·
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Maryland[image: External link]
	38
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Massachusetts[image: External link]
	22
	4
	8
	8
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Michigan[image: External link]
	51
	6
	·
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Minnesota
	8
	13
	17
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Mississippi[image: External link]
	25
	15
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Missouri[image: External link]
	41
	11
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Montana[image: External link]
	27
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Nebraska[image: External link]
	36
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Nevada
	14
	6
	7
	1
	2
	·
	·
	·



	 New Hampshire
	11
	3
	2
	4
	·
	3
	·
	·



	 New Jersey
	51
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 New Mexico[image: External link]
	24
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 New York
	89
	·
	·
	6
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 North Carolina[image: External link]
	29
	27
	6
	9
	1
	·
	·
	·



	  North Dakota[image: External link]
	21
	6
	·
	·
	1
	·
	·
	·



	 Northern Marianas[image: External link]
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Ohio
	·
	·
	·
	66
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Oklahoma
	24
	19
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Oregon[image: External link]
	23
	5
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Pennsylvania
	70
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Puerto Rico
	·
	·
	23
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Rhode Island[image: External link]
	12
	2
	·
	5
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 South Carolina[image: External link]
	50
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 South Dakota[image: External link]
	29
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Tennessee[image: External link]
	33
	16
	9
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Texas
	48
	104
	3
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	  Utah[image: External link][113][117]
	40

–
	·

40
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–
	·

–



	  Vermont[image: External link]
	13
	·
	·
	1
	·
	·
	2
	·



	 Virgin Islands, U.S.[image: External link]
	8
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	1



	  Virginia[image: External link]
	17
	8
	16
	5
	3
	·
	·
	·



	  Washington[image: External link]
	44
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 West Virginia[image: External link]
	34
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Wisconsin
	6
	36
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·
	·



	 Wyoming
	3
	23
	1
	2
	·
	·
	·
	·



	States and territories
	46
	7
	2
	1
	·
	·
	·
	·



	Total delegates
	1,725
	484
	123
	125
	7
	3[118]
	2
	3






	
^ The delegations of Alaska, District of Columbia and Utah reported votes for other candidates, which were nonetheless recorded by the convention secretary as bound votes for Trump according to RNC rules.[113][117]
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In April 2016, Trump vowed to bring "some showbiz[image: External link]" to the convention, criticizing the party's 2012 convention in Tampa, Florida[image: External link], as "the single most boring convention I’ve ever seen."[119] The convention's lineup of speakers lacked "many of the party's rising stars" and rather features some of Trump's "eclectic collection of friends, celebrities and relatives."[120] Politico reported that Trump was directly involved in details of convention plans, seeking "to maximize the drama and spectacle" of the four-night event.[121] A large number of prominent Republican elected officials said they were not interested in attending the convention or even speaking at it, seeking to distance themselves from Trump.[122] The Trump campaign considered the idea of having Trump speak all four nights at the convention – a break from the traditional practice of the presidential nominee taking the stage only on the final night of the convention.[121] Ultimately, Trump decided not to speak every night.[123] Trump also initially stated that he would announce his vice-presidential running mate at the convention itself, rather than before the convention,[124] with a campaign staffer saying that "announcing the vice-presidential nominee before the convention is like announcing the winner of Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link] before the final episode is on the air."[121] Trump's campaign eventually announced plans to announce a running mate the week before the convention[125] and named Mike Pence as his running mate on July 15, 2016.[126]

A number of figures that Trump said he would invite to speak, including boxing promoter Don King[image: External link], former Alaska governor[image: External link] Sarah Palin[image: External link] and New England Patriots[image: External link] quarterback Tom Brady[image: External link], were not included in the lineup.[120] Trump wanted King to speak at the convention and raised the issue several times, reportedly until Republican National Committee chairman Reince Priebus "firmly explained" to Trump that King should not be invited due to his past manslaughter[image: External link] conviction.[127] Former Chicago Bears[image: External link] coach Mike Ditka[image: External link], a Trump supporter, declined an invitation to speak.[128] An early roster of speakers obtained by the media listed former NFL[image: External link] quarterback Tim Tebow[image: External link] as a speaker, but Tebow later dismissed this as a rumor and did not appear at the convention.[129][130] Haskel Lookstein[image: External link], a prominent Orthodox[image: External link] rabbi, was initially set to appear at the convention to deliver the opening prayer (having accepted an invitation to do so from Ivanka Trump, a congregant), but after hundreds of American Modern Orthodox Jews[image: External link] urged him to withdraw from the convention, Lookstein pulled out.[131]

Trump sought to bar those who have not endorsed him from addressing the convention, making comments aimed at the former primary rivals who have declined to endorse him – Bush, Carly Fiorina, Lindsey Graham and George Pataki.[132] However, both Senator Marco Rubio of Florida and Senator Ted Cruz of Texas, who ran against Trump for the Republican nomination and lost, were eventually placed on the speakers' schedule, although "neither ... paid the expected price of that spotlight by offering an explicit endorsement."[133] Cruz met with Trump two weeks before the convention and accepted an invitation to speak.[133] Rubio was initially not offered a speaking slot and was expected to skip the convention,[134] but on July 17, 2016, it was confirmed that Rubio would address the convention via recorded video.[133] Neither Rubio nor Cruz were listed as "headliner" speakers.[133]

Governor Kasich did not enter the convention hall or speak at the convention, despite overtures from Trump allies Priebus and Newt Gingrich – who, along with Chris Christie, lost the running mate job to Pence – and top Trump campaign advisor Paul Manafort[image: External link].[134] Kasich said: "If I'm going to show up at the convention and I'm not going to be saying all these great things about the host, then I think it's inappropriate. I don't think that's the right thing to do." Kasich attended events outside the convention hall in support of down-ballot Republican candidates.[134] As the convention began, the Trump campaign lashed out at Kasich for his failure to endorse, prompting an exchange that The New York Times called "remarkably bitter" and "the latest extraordinary turn in a campaign that has veered sharply away from political precedent."[135] Manafort called Kasich "petulant" and accused him of "embarrassing his party," prompting Kasich chief political aide John Weaver[image: External link] to mock Trump and criticize Manafort for his work on behalf of foreign "thugs and autocrats" abroad.[135]
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On July 17, 2016, the convention planners released the convention's official schedule of events and speakers, along with themes.[136] (An early, preliminary roster of speakers, "confirmed by two people with direct knowledge of the convention planning," had been obtained and published by the New York Times several days earlier.)[44] The schedule of speakers is as follows:


	
Monday, July 18–"Make America Safe Again"[136][137]

	
Invocation[image: External link]: Mark Burns[image: External link] of South Carolina, televangelist[image: External link], prosperity gospel[image: External link] preacher.[138][139] Burns' controversial prayer was described as "perhaps the most politically charged benediction ever heard at a national convention"; Burns stated that "our enemy is not other Republicans, but is Hillary Clinton and the Democratic Party."[140][141]


	
Willie Robertson[image: External link], star of the reality television show Duck Dynasty[image: External link][137]


	
Rick Perry, former Governor of Texas, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137]


	
Marcus Luttrell[image: External link], former Navy SEAL[image: External link][136]


	
Scott Baio[image: External link], actor and television producer[137]


	Patricia Smith, mother of Benghazi[image: External link] victim Sean Smith[image: External link][137]


	Mark Geist, Benghazi veteran[137]


	John Tiegen, Benghazi veteran[137]


	Kent Terry and Kelly Terry-Willis, brother and sister of a killed Border Patrol[image: External link] agent[137]


	
Antonio Sabàto Jr.[image: External link], soap opera actor and ex-underwear model[129][137]


	Mary Ann Mendoza, Sabine Durden, and Jamiel Shaw – parents of sons killed by illegal immigrants.[137]


	U.S. Representative Michael McCaul[image: External link], Republican of Texas, chairman of House Homeland Security Committee[image: External link][137]


	
David A. Clarke Jr.[image: External link], sheriff of Milwaukee County, Wisconsin[image: External link],[137] known for anti–Black Lives Matter[image: External link] views[129]


	U.S. Representative Sean Duffy[image: External link], Republican of Wisconsin, former star of MTV's The Real World[image: External link][137]


	
Rachel Campos-Duffy[image: External link], spokeswoman for the Libre Initiative, a Koch brothers-funded[image: External link] Hispanic outreach group[137]


	
Darryl Glenn[image: External link], County Commissioner in El Paso County, Colorado[image: External link][137]


	U.S. Senator Tom Cotton[image: External link], Republican of Arkansas[137]


	Karen Vaughn – mother of a Navy SEAL[image: External link] who was killed in Afghanistan[137]


	U.S. Senator Jeff Sessions[image: External link], Republican of Alabama[137]


	
Rudy Giuliani, former mayor of New York City[image: External link][137]


	
Melania Trump, wife of Donald Trump – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Michael T. Flynn[image: External link], retired U.S. Army[image: External link] lieutenant general[image: External link] – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Senator Joni Ernst[image: External link], Republican of Iowa – listed as headliner[137][136]


	Jason Beardsley of Concerned Veterans for America – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Representative Ryan Zinke[image: External link], Republican of Montana – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Tuesday, July 19–"Make America Work Again"[136][137]

	Sharon Day, co-chairwoman of the Republican National Committee[137]


	
Dana White[image: External link], president of the Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link][137]


	
Asa Hutchinson[image: External link], Governor of Arkansas[image: External link][137]


	
Leslie Rutledge[image: External link], Arkansas Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	
Michael Mukasey[image: External link], former U.S. Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	Andy Wist, businessman[137] – described as the "mystery man" of the convention and one of its most obscure speakers; Wist is president of a waterproofing company in the Bronx[image: External link][142][143]


	U.S. Senator Ron Johnson[image: External link], Republican of Wisconsin[137]


	
Chris W. Cox[image: External link], executive director, National Rifle Association Institute for Legislative Action[image: External link][137]


	
Natalie Gulbis[image: External link], professional golfer[137]


	U.S. Senator Mitch McConnell[image: External link], Senate majority leader[image: External link], Republican of Kentucky[137]


	U.S. Representative Paul Ryan, speaker of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], Republican of Wisconsin[137] – Ryan's speech is in addition to his duties as official chair of the convention, a largely ceremonial role; he reportedly planned to tout his conservative House agenda and call for Republican unity in the speech.[119]


	U.S. Representative Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], House majority leader[image: External link], Republican of California[137]


	
Chris Christie, Governor of New Jersey, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination.[144]


	
Tiffany Trump, Trump's daughter – listed as headliner[137][133]


	Kerry Woolard, general manager, Trump Winery[137]


	
Donald Trump Jr., Trump's son – listed as headliner[137][136]


	U.S. Senator Shelley Moore Capito[image: External link], Republican of West Virginia – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Ben Carson – retired neurosurgeon, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Kimberlin Brown[image: External link], actor – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Wednesday, July 20–"Make America First Again"[136][137]

	
Rick Scott[image: External link], Governor of Florida[image: External link]


	
Laura Ingraham[image: External link], talk radio[image: External link] host[137]


	
Phil Ruffin[image: External link], Las Vegas casino owner[129]


	
Pam Bondi[image: External link], Florida Attorney General[image: External link][137]


	
Eileen Collins[image: External link], retired astronaut[137]


	Michelle Van Etten[137] — Van Etten was billed as "a small business owner employing more than 100,000 people" in the convention's official schedule, but she is in fact an independent retailer through a multi-level marketing[image: External link] firm who does not employ anyone[145]


	
Ralph Alvarado Jr.[image: External link], Kentucky state senator[image: External link][137]


	Darrell Scott, pastor,[137] New Spirit Revival Center, Cleveland[146]


	
Harold Hamm[image: External link], CEO of oil producer Continental Resources[image: External link][137]


	
Scott Walker, Governor of Wisconsin, unsuccessful candidate for 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137]


	
Marco Rubio, U.S. Senator from Florida, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination (video)[137][133]


	
Ted Cruz, U.S. Senator from Texas, candidate for the 2016 Republican presidential nomination[137][133]


	Lynne Patton, Eric Trump Foundation – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Eric Trump, Trump's son – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link], and his wife, Callista[image: External link] – listed as "headliners"[137][136]


	
Mike Pence, Governor of Indiana[image: External link] and Republican vice-presidential nominee – listed as headliner[137][136]









	
Thursday, July 21–"Make America One Again"[136][137]

	
Jerry Falwell Jr.[image: External link], president of Liberty University[image: External link][137][129]


	
Joe Arpaio[image: External link], sheriff of Maricopa County, Arizona[image: External link]


	Pastor Mark Burns[image: External link] of South Carolina, labeled by Time Magazine as Trump's Top Pastor,[147] led the Republican national convention in a "ALL LIVES MATTER" chant[148]


	
Fran Tarkenton[image: External link], former NFL[image: External link] quarterback

	Brock Mealer, motivational speaker[137]


	U.S. Representative Marsha Blackburn[image: External link], Republican of Tennessee[137]


	
Mary Fallin[image: External link], Governor of Oklahoma[image: External link][137][136]


	Lisa Shin, National Diversity Coalition for Trump[137]


	
Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National Committee[image: External link][137][136]


	
Peter Thiel[image: External link], Silicon Valley investor, venture capitalist[image: External link], and co-founder of PayPal[image: External link];[137][149] the first openly gay speaker at a Republican national convention since Jim Kolbe[image: External link] in 2000[150] – listed as headliner[136]


	
Thomas J. Barrack Jr.[image: External link], chief executive of Colony Capital[image: External link] – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Ivanka Trump, Trump's daughter – listed as headliner[137][136]


	
Donald Trump, Republican presidential nominee – listed as headliner[137][136]








Of the 19 speakers billed as "headliners," six are members of the Trump family: Trump himself, his wife Melania and four of his children, Ivanka, Don Jr., Eric and Tiffany.[133]
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These speeches received a significant amount of media attention.
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	External video



	
"Melania Trump Remarks at Republican National Convention"[image: External link], July 18, 2016, C-SPAN[image: External link][152]







	External image



	
"Comparing Melania Trump's Speech in 2016 with Michelle Obama's in 2008"[image: External link], The Washington Post, July 19, 2016. Some portions of the two speeches were "very similar" and other parts were "nearly identical".[153]





Melania Trump's speech[154] "almost immediately came under scrutiny when striking similarities were discovered between her speech" and Michelle Obama[image: External link]'s speech at the 2008 Democratic National Convention.[155] The Trump campaign at first denied allegations of plagiarism[image: External link].[156][157] Campaign manager Paul Manafort argued that the speech contained "not that many similarities" and the words used are not unique words "that belong to the Obamas."[158]

Following Mrs. Trump's speech, various media outlets reported similarities as alleged plagiarism.[159][160] Chris Harrick, the vice president of Turnitin[image: External link], discovered that Trump used about 6% of Michelle Obama's words and found two types of plagiarism, "clone" and "find and replace".[161][162] Various media outlets suggested that members of Donald Trump's presidential campaign should respond to the accusations, which they did a few hours after the speech in the form of the following statement by the campaign's senior communications advisor, Jason Miller[image: External link]: "In writing [the] speech, Melania's team of writers took notes on her life's inspirations, and in some instances included fragments that reflected her own thinking."

Reince Priebus, chairman of the Republican National Committee, described the speech as "inspirational" but said if plagiarism were found, he thought "it certainly seems reasonable" to fire the person who wrote the speech.[163] Paul Manafort[image: External link], Donald Trump's campaign chairman, called it a "great speech" and said "obviously Michelle Obama feels very similar sentiments toward her family". He later said "to think that she would be cribbing Michelle Obama’s words is crazy", adding "This is once again an example of when a woman threatens Hillary Clinton, she seeks out to demean her and take her down. It's not going to work against Melania Trump."[164] Sean Spicer, director of communications for the Republican National Committee, defended the speech by saying that similar statements have existed before her speech such as quotes by John Legend[image: External link], Kid Rock[image: External link], and Twilight Sparkle[image: External link] from My Little Pony: Friendship Is Magic[image: External link].[165]

David Lauter from the Los Angeles Times stated that while these allegations are unlikely to cost Trump votes, the distraction is unhelpful, referring to it as a "lost opportunity" for the campaign.[166]

On July 20, 2016, the Trump campaign issued a statement by Meredith McIver[image: External link] which included the following:


In working with Melania on her recent first lady speech, we discussed many people who inspired her and messages she wanted to share with the American people. A person she has always liked is Michelle Obama. Over the phone, she read me some passages from Mrs. Obama’s speech as examples. I wrote them down and later included some of the phrasing in the draft that ultimately became the final speech.[167][168]



On July 20, two days after Melania's speech, McIver wrote that Donald Trump declined her offer to resign.[169]
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In the second night of the convention, Governor Chris Christie gave a speech in a style of a mock trial[image: External link]. After a series of accusations against Hillary Clinton to which his audience responded "guilty", the crowd chanted "lock her up". The crowd's reaction has received widespread coverage following the speech.[170][171][144] The "lock her up" chant was later uttered by supporters of Bernie Sanders before the 2016 Democratic National Convention.[172] Clinton responded to the chant in an interview on 60 Minutes[image: External link] by saying that it saddened her.[173]
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In the third night of the convention, Senator Ted Cruz of Texas gave a speech in which he did not endorse Trump for president, and instead urged listeners to "vote your conscience, vote for candidates up and down the ticket who you trust to defend our freedom and to be faithful to the Constitution."[175] Pro-Trump delegates were enraged at Cruz's speech, shouting him down and booing him off the stage,[176] in what was described by the New York Times as "the most electric moment of the convention."[175] Convention security personnel and Cruz advisor Ken Cuccinelli[image: External link] escorted Cruz's wife Heidi[image: External link] out of the hall, fearing for her safety.[175][176] Newt Gingrich spoke after Cruz and said: "I had the text of what Ted Cruz was gonna say, and I thought it was funny," Gingrich said. "I mean, Ted gets up and he says, 'Look, vote your conscience for someone who will support the Constitution.' Well, in this particular election year, that by definition cannot be for Hillary Clinton."[177] The following morning, Cruz attended a contentious meeting with delegates representing Texas that resulted in what CNN labeled "a remarkable 25-minute back-and-forth with his own constituents, defying appeals from his own Texas delegation to put the party above his inhibitions and back Trump."[178][179]

Cruz's speech sparked a backlash[180][181][182][183] and elicited negative reactions from prominent Republicans supporting Trump.[184] New Jersey governor and former presidential candidate Chris Christie called the speech "awful" and "selfish."[184] New York Congressman Peter T. King[image: External link] called Cruz a "fraud" and a "self-centered liar."[184] Senator Dan Coats[image: External link] of Indiana responded that Cruz was a "self-centered, narcissistic, pathological liar."[185] Representative Marsha Blackburn[image: External link] of Tennessee, when asked about Cruz's speech, responded that she "would tell [Cruz] the same thing I would tell my kids, ‘get over yourself.’"[186][187] Susan Hutchison[image: External link], chair of the Washington State Republican Party[image: External link], confronted Cruz after his speech and labeled Cruz a "traitor to the party."[188] In addition, Cruz was denied entry to influential Republican donor Sheldon Adelson[image: External link]'s suite at the convention.[189] Conservative radio host Rush Limbaugh[image: External link] speculated that Cruz was trying to mimic Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s speech at the 1976 Republican National Convention, in that "he wanted to deliver a speech that was Reaganesque in that the delegates would walk out of there thinking that they should have nominated him. He didn't get there." Instead, Limbaugh compared his speech to Ted Kennedy[image: External link]'s at the 1980 Democratic National Convention, in which he failed to endorse President Jimmy Carter[image: External link], the nominee, by putting his own interests ahead of the interests of the party.[190] According to CNN, in the wake of Cruz’s non-endorsement of Trump at the RNC, his critics believe that an intraparty challenge could be possible. GOP donors and Texas politicians have asked Rep. Mike McCaul[image: External link] to run against him in the next cycle’s Texas primary in 2018. McCaul, a congressman for six terms and chair of the House Homeland Security Committee, has not yet made a decision but likewise has not yet ruled out a possible Senate run.[191] Later, on September 23, 2016, Cruz publicly endorsed Trump for president.[192]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Peter Thiel's speech




Peter Thiel[image: External link], a billionaire PayPal[image: External link] co-founder and Silicon Valley[image: External link] investor, delivered a manifesto for tackling the greater issues of the day, focusing on technology, the economy and small government.[194] Thiel also affirmed his pride to be "gay, a Republican and most of all an American", a stance that earned him a standing ovation, chanting "USA!".[195] It was the first time in the history of Republican National Conventions that a speaker identified himself as gay in his speech, although there have been previous speeches by gay men.[196]
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 Donald Trump's speech




Trump, having been formally nominated as the Republican presidential nominee on the second night of the convention, spoke on the fourth and final night of the convention. Trump's speech was leaked hours in advance by Correct the Record[image: External link], a liberal-leaning Super PAC[image: External link], though Trump had already given copies of his speech to the network press pool.[197] Trump's daughter, Ivanka Trump, introduced Trump in a speech immediately before his own speech.[198] "Here Comes the Sun[image: External link]" was used as the entrance music for Ivanka Trump. The George Harrison[image: External link] estate complained about the use of this song, which his family said was "offensive and against the wishes of the George Harrison estate."[199]

Trump spoke for 75 minutes, making his speech the longest since at least the 1972 Republican National Convention and one of the longest acceptance speeches ever in major-party convention history.[200] In his speech, Trump stated that America faces a "crisis" due to "attacks on our police" and "terrorism in our cities," and emphasized an important theme in his campaign: law and order[image: External link].[200] In evaluating the speech, Glenn Thrush of Politico noted the influence of Richard Nixon[image: External link], Spiro Agnew[image: External link], Ronald Reagan[image: External link], and Rudy Giuliani, all of whom sounded similar themes earlier in American history in attempts to win over the "Silent Majority[image: External link]".[201] Trump also promised to limit American participation in global crises and trade deals.[200] When Trump turned to the subject of illegal immigration[image: External link], many in the audience began shouting "Build the wall, build the wall,” referring to a signature promise of Trump's campaign to build a wall on the Mexico–United States border[image: External link].[200] Trump also repeatedly attacked President Barack Obama and the Democratic presumptive nominee, Hillary Clinton, arguing that the country and world had become less safe during their time in office.[200] However, Trump attempted to reach out to supporters of defeated Democratic candidate Bernie Sanders, as well as down-and-out urbanites.[202] In his speech, Trump also became the first Republican nominee to mention the LGBT community in a GOP nomination address, saying, "As your president, I will do everything in my power to protect our LGBTQ citizens from the violence and oppression of a hateful foreign ideology."[203]
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 Reception




Philip Rucker and David Fahrenthold[image: External link] of the Washington Post found Trump's speech to be "relentlessly gloomy," and observed that Trump painted himself as an agent of change, while he cast Clinton as a defender of the status quo.[204] Trump's speech was variously dubbed the "Mourning in America" speech[205] and the "Evening in America" speech[206] in reference to Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s more optimistic "Morning in America[image: External link]" campaign ad. Niall Stanage of The Hill[image: External link] argued that Trump's speech brought stability to a turbulent convention and showed Trump at his "most comfortable and energized."[207] A Politico poll found largely positive reactions among "GOP political insiders" while Democrats argued that Trump's "dark" speech would prove damaging.[208] The New York Post[image: External link] released a cover story the next day by Michael Goodwin praising Trump's speech, declaring it "the speech of his life," and also saying that the speech "could signal the start of an American revival."[209] Ratings figures released by the major networks showed that approximately 32 million viewers watched Trump's speech, slightly ahead of the number that watched Mitt Romney's 2012 speech.[210]

Some LGBT advocates critiqued Trump's reference to LGBT people, on the ground that it stood in contrast to positions he had taken on LGBT issues during the campaign; activists such as Chad Griffin[image: External link] of the Human Rights Campaign[image: External link] and Rick Zbur of Equality California[image: External link] suggested that the statement was an attempt to turn LGBT people against Muslims and pit minority groups against each other.[211][212]
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 Polling




A Gallup[image: External link] survey found that 35% of Americans saw Trump's speech positively (either "excellent" or "good"), while 36% saw it negatively.[213][214] According to Gallup, the speech had "the least positive reviews of any speech we have tested after the fact."[213] 36% of Americans said the convention made them more likely to vote for Trump, while 51% said it made them less likely to vote for him. This is the highest "less likely to vote" percentage for a candidate in the 15 times Gallup has asked this question after a convention.[213] It is also the first time in Gallup's convention polling that a Democratic or Republican convention has made more say that they are less likely to vote for the party's nominee.[215]

According to a CNN/ORC poll, the public rendered a split decision on whether the convention made them more or less likely to back Trump, with 42% saying more likely while 44% saying less so.[216] 40% called the speech "excellent or good," and about half of voters (45%) said Trump's speech reflected the way they feel about things in the U.S. today.[216] However, some negative numbers included the fact that 18% called Trump's speech "terrible," which was the highest number recorded in that category by CNN since it first started to ask the question in 1996.[216]

According to FiveThirtyEight, poll averages suggested a post-convention bounce of 3 to 4 percentage points for Trump.[217]
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 Demonstrations




The number of demonstrators was significantly lower than expected, and according to Cleveland records, three of five officially permitted protests planned for the first three days of the convention did not occur. Lower-than-expected was attributed to a variety of factors, including "fear of violence from the police and fear of violence from the Trump supporters"; Cleveland's relatively small size compared to cities such as Chicago or New York; and a heavy police presence.[218]

On July 18, the convention's first day, dueling anti-Trump and pro-Trump demonstrations took place at various places in Cleveland, attracting several hundred demonstrators each. The demonstrations were peaceful,[219] with just two reported arrests.[220]

On July 19, the convention's second day, peaceful protests continued. Demonstrators included those from groups such as the antiwar organization Code Pink[image: External link] and from the West Ohio Minutemen, a militia group[image: External link].[221] Three people were arrested for criminal mischief[image: External link] for climbing flag poles and hanging a banner at the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], bringing the total number of convention-related arrests to five.[220][221] A brief scuffle between supporters of pro-Trump conspiracy theorist[image: External link] Alex Jones[image: External link] and anti-Trump protesters was quickly broken up by police.[221][222] On July 21, the final day of the convention, Jones and Roger Stone[image: External link] interrupted a broadcast of Cenk Uygur[image: External link]'s The Young Turks[image: External link], leading to a confrontation between Jones, Stone, and Uygur.[223]

On July 20, the convention's third day, seventeen people were arrested, and two officers sustained minor injuries. The International Business Journal reported: "News reports and videos circulated on social media about the increasingly tense nature of protests that have included activists from Black Lives Matter[image: External link], the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] and the Westboro Baptist Church[image: External link], in addition to ardent supporters for Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton."[224]

On July 21, the final day of the convention, Donald Trump's acceptance speech was briefly interrupted by Code Pink activist Medea Benjamin[image: External link].[225]

The demonstrations were generally peaceful. Some demonstrators expressed disappointment at the low turnout.[226][227] In contrast, the 2016 Democratic National Convention[image: External link] saw a larger turnout and more arrests than the Republican Convention.[228]
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 Total viewers






	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News[image: External link]
	6,348,000



	CNN
	3,943,000



	NBC[image: External link]
	3,913,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	3,643,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	2,963,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	1,995,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	NBC[image: External link]
	1,637,000



	Fox News[image: External link]
	1,600,000



	CNN
	1,373,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	1,254,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	785,000
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	503,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News[image: External link]
	5,262,000



	NBC[image: External link]
	4,682,000



	CNN
	3,064,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	2,537,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	2,329,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	1,533,000
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	Viewers



	NBC[image: External link]
	1,563,000



	Fox News[image: External link]
	1,165,000



	CNN
	944,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	792,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	749,000
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	467,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	Fox News[image: External link]
	7,337,000



	NBC[image: External link]
	5,071,000



	CNN
	3,504,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	2,590,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	2,326,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	1,980,000
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	Network
	Viewers



	NBC[image: External link]
	1,774,000



	Fox News[image: External link]
	1,724,000



	CNN
	1,061,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	804,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	733,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	555,000
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	Network
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	Fox News[image: External link]
	9,353,000



	CNN
	5,476,000



	NBC[image: External link]
	4,587,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	3,861,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	3,809,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	2,953,000
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	Fox News[image: External link]
	2,483,000



	CNN
	1,901,000



	NBC[image: External link]
	1,766,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	1,431,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	1,208,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	927,000
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Donald John Trump (born June 14, 1946) is the 45th and current President of the United States[image: External link]. Before entering politics, he was a businessman and television personality.

Trump was born and raised in Queens[image: External link], New York City[image: External link], and earned an economics[image: External link] degree from the Wharton School[image: External link]. Later, he took charge of The Trump Organization, the real estate and construction firm founded by his paternal grandmother, which he ran for 45 years until 2016. During his real estate career, Trump built, renovated, and managed numerous office towers, hotels, casinos, and golf courses. Besides real estate, he started several side ventures and has licensed the use of his name for the branding of various products and properties, including Trump Entertainment Resorts. He was the founder of Trump University. He produced and hosted The Apprentice, a reality television series on NBC[image: External link], from 2004 to 2015. His net worth was estimated to be $3.5 billion as of 2017, making him the 544th richest person in the world.

Trump first publicly expressed interest in running for political office in 1987. He won two Reform Party[image: External link] presidential primaries in 2000, but withdrew his candidacy early on. In June 2015, he launched his campaign for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] and quickly emerged as the front-runner among seventeen candidates in the Republican primaries. His remaining opponents all suspended their campaigns by the end of May 2016, and in July he was formally nominated at the Republican National Convention along with Indiana governor Mike Pence as his running mate[image: External link]. Many of his campaign statements were controversial or false[image: External link], generating much free media coverage[image: External link].

Trump won the general election on November 8, 2016[image: External link], in a surprise victory against Democratic[image: External link] opponent Hillary Clinton and commenced his presidency on January 20, 2017. He became the oldest[image: External link] and wealthiest[image: External link] person ever to assume the presidency, the first without prior military or government service[image: External link], and the fifth[image: External link] to have won the election while losing the popular vote. His political positions have been described by scholars and commentators as populist, protectionist[image: External link], and nationalist[image: External link].
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Further information: Trump family[image: External link]


Trump's ancestors originated from the German village of Kallstadt[image: External link], Palatinate[image: External link] on his father's side, and from the Outer Hebrides[image: External link] isles of Scotland on his mother's side. All his grandparents, and his mother, were born in Europe. His mother's grandfather was also christened "Donald".[2]

Trump's paternal grandfather, Friedrich Trump (later Frederick), first emigrated to the United States in 1885 at the age of 16, and became a citizen in 1892. He amassed a fortune operating boom-town restaurants and boarding houses in the Seattle area and the Klondike[image: External link] region of Canada, during the gold rush[image: External link].[3] On a visit to Kallstadt, he met Elisabeth Christ and married her in 1902. The couple settled in New York permanently in 1905.[4] Frederick died from influenza[image: External link] during the 1918 pandemic[image: External link].[5]

Trump's father Fred was born in 1905 in the Bronx[image: External link], and started working with his mother in real estate when he was 15, shortly after his father's death. Their company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, was primarily active in the New York boroughs[image: External link] of Queens[image: External link] and Brooklyn[image: External link]. Fred eventually built and sold thousands of houses, barracks and apartments.[5][6] The company would later become The Trump Organization after Donald Trump took over in 1971.[7]

Donald's mother Mary Anne was born in Tong, Lewis[image: External link], Scotland. In 1930, at age 18, she emigrated to New York where she worked as a maid.[8] Fred and Mary were married in 1936 and raised their family in Queens.[8][9]

Fred's brother John (Donald's uncle) became a physicist and inventor.[10]
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Donald Trump was born on June 14, 1946 at the Jamaica Hospital Medical Center, Queens[image: External link], New York City. He was the fourth of five children born to Frederick Christ "Fred" Trump (1905–1999) and Mary Anne Trump[image: External link] (née MacLeod, 1912–2000).[13] His siblings are Maryanne (born 1937), Fred Jr. (1938–1981), Elizabeth (born 1942), and Robert (born 1948).

Trump grew up in the Jamaica Estates[image: External link] neighborhood of Queens, New York. He attended the Kew-Forest School[image: External link] from kindergarten through seventh grade. At age 13, Trump's parents enrolled him in the New York Military Academy[image: External link], after discovering Donald made frequent trips into Manhattan without permission.[14][15] In August 1964, Trump entered Fordham University[image: External link].[11][16] He transferred to the Wharton School[image: External link] of the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] two years later, because it offered one of the few real estate studies departments in United States academia at the time.[17][16]

In addition to his father, Trump was inspired by Manhattan developer William Zeckendorf[image: External link], vowing to be "even bigger and better".[18] While at Wharton, he worked at the family business, Elizabeth Trump and Son,[19] graduating in May 1968 with a Bachelor of Science degree[image: External link] in economics.[16][20][21]

Trump was not drafted during the Vietnam War[image: External link].[22] While in college from 1964 to 1968, he obtained four student deferments.[23] In 1966, he was deemed fit for service based upon a military medical examination, and in 1968 was briefly classified as fit by a local draft board, but was given a 1-Y medical deferment[image: External link] in October 1968,[24] attributed to heel spurs[image: External link].[25] In 1969, he received a high number in the draft lottery[image: External link], which made him unlikely to be called.[24][26][27]
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Main article: Family of Donald Trump


Trump has five children by three marriages, and has eight grandchildren.[28][29] His first two marriages ended in widely publicized divorces.[30]

Trump married his first wife, Czech model Ivana Zelníčková[image: External link], on April 7, 1977, at the Marble Collegiate Church[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link] in a ceremony performed by the Reverend Norman Vincent Peale[image: External link].[31][32] They had three children: son Donald Jr. (born December 31, 1977), daughter Ivanka (born October 30, 1981), and son Eric (born January 6, 1984). Ivana became a naturalized United States citizen in 1988.[33] The couple divorced in 1992 following Trump's affair with actress Marla Maples.[34]

In October 1993, Maples gave birth to Trump's daughter Tiffany, named after Tiffany & Company[image: External link].[35] Maples and Trump were married two months later on December 20, 1993.[36] They were divorced in 1999,[37] and Tiffany was raised by her mother in California.[38]

Trump married Slovene[image: External link] model Melania Knauss[image: External link], on January 22, 2005 at Bethesda-by-the-Sea[image: External link] Episcopal Church in Palm Beach, Florida[image: External link], followed by a reception at Trump's Mar-a-Lago estate.[39] In 2006, Melania acquired United States citizenship[40] and she gave birth to their son Barron on March 20.[41][42] Upon Trump's accession to the presidency, Melania became First Lady of the United States[image: External link].

Prior to his inauguration as president, Trump delegated the management of his real estate business to his two adult sons, Eric and Don Jr.[43] His daughter Ivanka resigned from The Trump Organization and moved to Washington with her husband Jared Kushner. She serves as assistant to the president,[44] while he is a Senior Advisor[image: External link] in the White House.[45]

Trump's elder sister, Maryanne Trump Barry, is an inactive Federal Appeals Court[image: External link] judge on the Third Circuit[image: External link].[46]
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Trump's ancestors were Lutherans[image: External link] on his father's side in Germany[47] and Presbyterian[image: External link] on his mother's side in Scotland.[48] His parents married in a Manhattan Presbyterian church in 1936.[49] As a child, he attended the First Presbyterian Church[image: External link] in Jamaica, Queens, and had his Confirmation[image: External link] there.[32] In the 1970s, his family joined the Marble Collegiate Church[image: External link] (an affiliate of the Reformed Church in America[image: External link]) in Manhattan[image: External link].[50] The pastor at that church, Norman Vincent Peale[image: External link], author of The Power of Positive Thinking[image: External link] and The Art of Living[image: External link], ministered to Trump's family and mentored him until Peale's death in 1993.[51][50] Trump, who is Presbyterian,[52][53] has cited Peale and his works during interviews when asked about the role of religion in his personal life.[50]

Trump participates in Holy Communion[image: External link], but usually does not ask God for forgiveness. He stated: "I think if I do something wrong, I just try and make it right. I don't bring God into that picture."[54] On the campaign trail, Trump has referred to The Art of the Deal as his second favorite book after the Bible, saying "Nothing beats the Bible."[55] In a 2016 speech to Liberty University[image: External link], he referred to "Two Corinthians" instead of "Second Corinthians[image: External link]", eliciting chuckles from the audience.[56] Despite this, The New York Times reported that Evangelical Christians[image: External link] nationwide thought "that his heart was in the right place, that his intentions for the country were pure."[57]

Trump has had relationships with a number of Christian[image: External link] spiritual leaders, including Florida pastor Paula White[image: External link], who has been called his "closest spiritual confidant."[58] In 2015, he received a blessing from Greek Orthodox[image: External link] priest Emmanuel Lemelson[image: External link][59] and in 2016, he released a list of his religious advisers, including James Dobson[image: External link], Jerry Falwell Jr.[image: External link], Ralph Reed[image: External link] and others.[60] Referring to his daughter Ivanka's conversion[image: External link] to Judaism[image: External link] before her marriage to Jared Kushner, Trump said: "I have a Jewish daughter; and I am very honored by that."[61]
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A 2016 medical report issued by his doctor, Harold Bornstein[image: External link] M.D.[image: External link], showed that Trump's blood pressure[image: External link], liver and thyroid function were in normal ranges.[62][63] Trump says that he has never smoked cigarettes or consumed other drugs, including marijuana[image: External link].[64] He also drinks no alcohol[image: External link], a decision arising in part from watching his older brother Fred Jr. suffer from alcoholism[image: External link] until his early death in 1981.[65][66]
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Trump has said that he began his career with "a small loan of one million dollars" from his father.[67] Trump appeared on the initial Forbes List[image: External link] of wealthy individuals in 1982 with an estimated $200 million fortune, including an "undefined" share of the fortune belonging to his family and father.[68] During the 1980s he became a billionaire,[69] but was absent from the Forbes list from 1990 to 1995 following losses which reportedly obliged him to borrow from his siblings' trusts in 1993.[68] After his father died in 1999, he and his surviving siblings received shares of his father's estate which was valued at more than $20 million.[70][71]

When he announced his candidacy on June 16, 2015, Trump released a one-page financial summary that stated a net worth of $8,737,540,000.[73] The following month, he filed a 92-page disclosure and put his wealth at over $10 billion.[74][75] His presidential announcement speech mentioned that "I'm really rich", which he said would make him less reliant upon large campaign donations.[76][77] Forbes believed his net worth estimate was "a whopper", figuring it was $4.1 billion in 2015 (405th in the world, 133rd in the U.S.). Trump valued his "properties under development" at $293 million; Forbes said that it did not know what they were worth and so was valuing them as worth $0.[78][79] Trump had stated in the long 2015 financial disclosure that his income for the year 2014 was $362 million.[75]

After Trump made controversial remarks about illegal immigrants in 2015, he lost business contracts with several companies that summer, which Forbes estimated negatively impacted his net worth by $125 million.[80] The value of the Trump brand may have fallen further during his presidential campaign, as some consumers boycotted in response to his candidacy.[81] Bookings and foot traffic at Trump-branded properties fell off sharply in 2016,[82][83] though Trump's 104-page financial disclosure in May 2016 still put his wealth at over $10 billion as he had done the previous July.[74][84][75] The release of the Access Hollywood tape recordings[image: External link] in October 2016 put further pressure on his business.[85]

In their 2017 annual billionaires' ranking, Forbes[image: External link] estimated Trump's net worth at $3.5 billion (544th in the world, 201st in the U.S.)[1] making him one of the richest politicians in American history[image: External link]. These estimates have fluctuated from year to year, and also depending upon who is doing the estimations; Bloomberg News[image: External link] pegged his wealth at $3 billion in 2016,[86] whereas Forbes said $4.5 billion that same year (324th in the world, 113th in the U.S.).[87] The discrepancies among these estimates and with Trump's own estimates stem from the uncertain value of appraised property and of his personal brand[image: External link].[86][88]
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Main article: Business career of Donald Trump
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Trump started his career at his father's real estate development company, Elizabeth Trump and Son, which focused on middle-class rental housing in the New York City boroughs[image: External link] outside Manhattan, but also had business elsewhere.[89] For example, during his undergraduate study[image: External link], Trump joined his father Fred in successfully revitalizing the foreclosed Swifton Village apartment complex in Cincinnati[image: External link], Ohio, thereby boosting the occupancy rate from 66% to 100%.[90][91]

Trump was promoted to president of the company in 1971 (while his father became chairman of the board), and renamed it The Trump Organization.[7][92] In 1973, he and his father drew wider attention[image: External link] when the Justice Department[image: External link] contended that the organization systematically discriminated against African Americans wishing to rent apartments, rather than merely screening out people based on low income, as the Trumps stated. Under an agreement reached in 1975, the Trumps made no admission of wrongdoing, and made the Urban League[image: External link] an intermediary for qualified minority applicants.[93][94] His adviser and attorney during (and after) that period was Roy Cohn[image: External link], who responded to attacks by counterattacking with maximum force, and who valued both positive and negative publicity, which were attitudes that Trump appreciated.[95]
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In 1978, Trump consummated his first major real estate deal in Manhattan, purchasing a half-share in the decrepit Commodore Hotel, largely funded by a $70 million construction loan jointly guaranteed by Fred Trump and the Hyatt[image: External link] hotel chain. Designed by architect Der Scutt[image: External link], the project was able to proceed by leveraging competing interests and by taking advantage of tax breaks.[96] After remodeling, the hotel reopened as the Grand Hyatt Hotel, located next to Grand Central Terminal[image: External link].[97][98]

Also in 1978, Trump finished negotiations to develop Trump Tower, a 58-story, 202-meter (663-foot) skyscraper in Midtown Manhattan[image: External link], which The New York Times attributed to his "persistence" and "skills as a negotiator".[99] To make way for the new building, a crew of undocumented Polish workers demolished an old Bonwit Teller[image: External link] store including art deco[image: External link] features that had initially been marked for preservation.[100] The building was completed in 1983, and houses both the primary penthouse[image: External link] condominium[image: External link] residence of Trump and the headquarters of The Trump Organization.[101][102] Architectural critic Paul Goldberger[image: External link] said in 1983 that he was surprised to find the tower's atrium was "the most pleasant interior public space to be completed in New York in some years".[103][104] Trump Tower was the setting of the NBC television show The Apprentice, and includes a fully functional television studio set.[105]

Repairs on the Wollman Rink (originally opened in 1949 in Central Park[image: External link]) were started in 1980 by a general contractor[image: External link] unconnected to Trump. Despite an expected two and one-half year construction schedule, the repairs were not completed by 1986. Trump took over the project, completed it in three months for $775,000 less than the initial budget of $1.95 million, and operated the rink for one year with all profits going to charity in exchange for the rink's concession[image: External link] rights.[106]

In 1988 Trump acquired the Plaza Hotel in Manhattan for a record-setting $407 million, and asked his wife Ivana to manage its operation.[107] Trump invested $50 million to restore the building, which he called "the Mona Lisa".[108] According to hotel expert Thomas McConnell, the Trumps boosted it from a three-star to a four-star ranking, and sold it in 1995, by which time Ivana was no longer involved.[109]

In 1994, Trump became involved with a building on Columbus Circle[image: External link] which was swaying in the wind. He began a reconstruction project that stopped the swaying and gave the building a full makeover.[110][111] Trump thereafter owned commercial space in that 44-story mixed-use tower (hotel and condominium), which he named Trump International Hotel and Tower[image: External link].[112]

In 1996, Trump acquired a vacant seventy-story skyscraper on Wall Street[image: External link] which had briefly been the tallest building in the world[image: External link] when it was completed in 1930. After an extensive renovation, the high-rise was renamed the Trump Building at 40 Wall Street.[113]

In 1997, he began construction on Trump Place[image: External link], a multi-building development along the Hudson River[image: External link], and encountered delays the following year because a subcontracter had to replace defective concrete.[114][115] Ultimately, he and the other investors in that project sold their interest in 2005 for $1.8 Billion, in what was then the biggest residential sale in the history of New York City.[116]

From 1994 to 2002, Trump owned a 50% share of the Empire State Building[image: External link]. He would have renamed it to "Trump Empire State Building Tower Apartments" if he had been able to boost his share.[117][118]

In 2001, across from the headquarters of the United Nations[image: External link], he completed Trump World Tower, which for a while was the tallest all-residential tower in the world[image: External link].[119] Trump acquired the former Hotel Delmonico in Manhattan in 2002, which re-opened with 35 stories of luxury condominiums in 2004 as the Trump Park Avenue.[120] Meanwhile, he continued to own millions of square feet of other prime Manhattan[image: External link] real estate.[121]
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Main article: Mar-a-Lago


Trump acquired the historic Mar-a-Lago estate in Palm Beach, Florida[image: External link] in 1985 for $5 million, plus $3 million for the home's furnishings. It was built in the 1920s by heiress and socialite Marjorie Merriweather Post[image: External link], who envisioned the house as a future winter retreat for American presidents.

Trump's initial offer of $28 million had been rejected, and he was able to get the property at the much lower price by purchasing separate beachfront property and threatening to build a house on it that would block Mar-a-Lago's ocean view. In addition to using the estate as a home, Trump also turned it into a private club open to everyone who could afford the initiation fee of $100,000 plus annual dues.[122]

In 1986, he acquired a foreclosed, 33-story, twin-tower condominium complex in nearby West Palm Beach[image: External link] for $40 million, with automobile manufacturing executive Lee Iacocca[image: External link] investing in three of the condos.[123] Despite sprucing up its public areas, and years of heavy promotion, selling the units proved difficult, and the deal turned out to be unprofitable.[124]
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New Jersey legalized gambling in 1977, and the following year Trump was in Atlantic City[image: External link], New Jersey to explore how he might get involved. Seven years later, Harrah's at Trump Plaza[image: External link] hotel and casino opened there, built by Trump with financing from Holiday Corporation[image: External link] which also was managing that business.[125] Renamed "Trump Plaza" soon after opening, it was then the tallest building in Atlantic City.[126] The casino's poor results exacerbated disagreements between Trump and Holiday Corp., which led to Trump paying $70 million in May 1986 to buy out their interest in the property.[127][128] Trump also acquired a partially completed building in Atlantic City from the Hilton Corporation[image: External link] for $320 million; when completed in 1985, that hotel and casino became Trump Castle[image: External link], and Trump's wife, Ivana, managed that property until Trump transferred her in 1988 to run the Trump Plaza Hotel in New York.[129][130]

Also in 1988, Trump acquired his third casino in Atlantic City, the Taj Mahal[image: External link] then halfway through construction, by making a complex transaction with the television host and entertainer Merv Griffin[image: External link] as well as the resort and casino company Resorts International[image: External link].[131] In October 1989, three of his top Atlantic City executives died in a helicopter accident, which both stymied and delayed the planned opening of the Taj Mahal.[132] The Taj finally opened in April 1990, and was built at a total cost of $1.1 billion, which at the time made it the most expensive casino ever.[133][134] Financed with $675 million in junk bonds[image: External link],[135] it was a major gamble by Trump.[136] The project underwent debt restructuring[image: External link] the following year,[137] leaving Trump with 50% ownership.[138] He also sold his 282-foot (86 m) megayacht[image: External link], the Trump Princess[image: External link], which had been indefinitely docked in Atlantic City while leased to his casinos for use by wealthy gamblers.[139][140]

Trump founded Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts[image: External link] (THCR) in 1995, which assumed ownership of Trump Plaza, Trump Castle, and the Trump Casino[image: External link] in Gary, Indiana[image: External link].[141] THCR purchased Taj Mahal in 1996, and underwent bankruptcy restructuring in 2004 and 2009, leaving Trump with 10% ownership in the Trump Taj Mahal and other Trump casino properties.[142] He served as chairman of the publicly-traded[image: External link] THCR organization, which was renamed Trump Entertainment Resorts, from mid-1995 until early 2009, and served as CEO from mid-2000 to mid-2005.[143]

During the 1990s, Trump's casino ventures faced competition from Native American gaming[image: External link] at the Foxwoods[image: External link] casino located on an Indian reservation[image: External link] in Connecticut (where it was exempt from the state's anti-gambling laws). Trump stated in 1993 that the casino owners did not look like real Indians to him or to other Indians.[144][145] Subsequent to that well-publicized remark about the Mashantucket Pequot Tribe[image: External link], Trump became a key investor backing the Paucatuck Eastern Pequots[image: External link] who were also seeking state recognition.[146]
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The Trump Organization operates many golf courses[image: External link] and resorts in the United States and around the world. According to Golfweek[image: External link], Trump owns or manages about 18 golf courses.[147] His personal financial disclosure with the Federal Elections Commission[image: External link] stated that his golf and resort revenue for the year 2015 was roughly $382 million,[74][84] while his three European golf courses did not show a profit.[86]

In 2006, Trump bought 1,400 acres (570 ha) including the Menie Estate[image: External link] in Balmedie[image: External link], Aberdeenshire[image: External link], Scotland and created a golf resort there.[148] Scottish supporters emphasized potential economic benefits, and opponents emphasized potential environmental harm to a Site of Special Scientific Interest[image: External link] (SSSI).[149][150][151] A spokesperson for the golf course has said 95% of the SSSI is untouched.[152] A 2011 independent documentary, You've Been Trumped[image: External link], chronicled the golf resort's construction and struggles.[153] In 2015, an offshore windfarm[image: External link] being built within sight of the golf course prompted a legal challenge by Trump, which was dismissed[image: External link] by the U.K. Supreme Court[image: External link].[154] In the wake of the 2008 recession, Trump greatly scaled back development of this property, and as of December 2016 Scottish officials were pushing for completion of the far larger development as originally approved.[155]

In April 2014, Trump purchased the Turnberry[image: External link] hotel and golf resort in Ayrshire[image: External link], Scotland, which hosted the Open Championship[image: External link] four times between 1977 and 2009.[156][157] After extensive renovations and a remodeling of the course by golf architect Martin Ebert, Turnberry was re-opened in June 2016.[158]
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 Hotel outside New York




In the late 2000s and early 2010s, The Trump Organization expanded its footprint in the United States beyond New York and into a few other countries, with the co-development and management of hotel towers[image: External link] in Chicago, Las Vegas, Washington D.C., Panama City, Toronto, and Vancouver. There are also Trump-branded buildings in Dubai, Honolulu, Istanbul, Manila, Mumbai and in Indonesia.[159]
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Main article: List of things named after Donald Trump


Trump has marketed his name on a large number of building projects that are owned and operated by other people and companies, as well as licensing his name for various commercial products and services. In doing so, he achieved mixed success for himself, his partners, and investors in the projects.[160] In 2011, Forbes[image: External link]' financial experts estimated the value of the Trump brand[image: External link] at $200 million. Trump disputed this valuation, saying his brand was worth about $3 billion.[161]
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Main article: Legal affairs of Donald Trump


As of 2016, Trump and his businesses had been involved in more than 3,500 state and federal legal actions. He or one of his companies was the plaintiff in 1,900 cases and the defendant in 1,450. With Trump or his company as plaintiff, more than half the cases have been against gamblers at his casinos[image: External link] who had failed to pay off their debts. With Trump or his company as a defendant, the most common type of case involved personal injury cases at his hotels. In cases where there was a clear resolution, Trump's side won 451 times and lost 38.[162][163]

Trump has never filed for personal bankruptcy[image: External link], but his hotel and casino businesses have been declared bankrupt[image: External link] six times between 1991 and 2009 in order to re-negotiate debt with banks and owners of stock and bonds.[164][165] Because the businesses used Chapter 11 bankruptcy[image: External link], they were allowed to operate while negotiations proceeded. Trump was quoted by Newsweek in 2011 saying, "I do play with the bankruptcy laws – they're very good for me" as a tool for trimming debt.[166][167]

The six bankruptcies were the result of over-leveraged hotel and casino businesses in Atlantic City and New York: Trump Taj Mahal[image: External link] (1991), Trump Plaza Hotel and Casino[image: External link] (1992), Plaza Hotel (1992), Trump Castle Hotel and Casino[image: External link] (1992), Trump Hotels and Casino Resorts (2004), and Trump Entertainment Resorts (2009).[168][169] Trump said, "I've used the laws of this country to pare debt ... We'll have the company. We'll throw it into a chapter. We'll negotiate with the banks. We'll make a fantastic deal. You know, it's like on The Apprentice. It's not personal. It's just business."[137]

A 2016 analysis of Trump's business career by The Economist[image: External link] concluded that his "... performance [from 1985 to 2016] has been mediocre compared with the stock market and property in New York", noting both his successes and bankruptcies.[170] A subsequent analysis by The Washington Post concluded that "Trump is a mix of braggadocio, business failures, and real success", calling his casino bankruptcies the "most infamous flop" of his business career.[171]
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 Side ventures




After Trump took charge of the family real estate firm in 1971 and renamed it The Trump Organization, he not only greatly expanded its real estate operations, but also ventured into numerous other business activities. The company eventually became the umbrella organization for several hundred individual business ventures and partnerships.[172]
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In September 1983, Trump purchased the New Jersey Generals[image: External link]—an American Football[image: External link] team that played in the United States Football League[image: External link]—from oil magnate J. Walter Duncan[image: External link]. The USFL played three seasons during the spring and summer. After the 1985 season, the organization folded due to continuous financial difficulties, despite winning an antitrust[image: External link] lawsuit against the NFL[image: External link].[173]

Trump remained involved with other sports after the Generals folded, operating golf courses in several countries.[173] He also hosted several boxing matches in Atlantic City at the Trump Plaza, including Mike Tyson's 1988 fight[image: External link] against Michael Spinks[image: External link], and at one time, acted as a financial advisor to Tyson[image: External link].[173][174][175] In 1989 and 1990, Trump lent his name to the Tour de Trump[image: External link] cycling stage race[image: External link], which was an attempt to create an American equivalent of European races such as the Tour de France[image: External link] or the Giro d'Italia[image: External link].
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Main articles: Miss Universe, Miss USA[image: External link], and Miss Teen USA[image: External link]


From 1996 to 2015, Trump owned part or all of the Miss Universe pageants, which were founded in 1952.[176][177] The Miss Universe Pageants include Miss USA[image: External link] and Miss Teen USA[image: External link], and his management of this business involved his family members; for example, daughter Ivanka once hosted Miss Teen USA. Trump hired the first female president of the Miss Universe business in 1997.[178] He became dissatisfied with how CBS[image: External link] scheduled the pageants, and took both Miss Universe and Miss USA to NBC[image: External link] in 2002.[179][180]

In 2015, after Trump made statements about illegal immigrants[image: External link] from Mexico in his U.S. presidential campaign kickoff speech, NBC decided to end its business relationship with him and stated that it would no longer air the Miss Universe or Miss USA pageants on its networks.[181] In September 2015, Trump bought NBC's share of the Miss Universe Organization, becoming its sole owner for three days, then sold the entire company to the WME/IMG talent agency.[182]
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 Trump University




Trump University LLC was a for-profit education[image: External link] company founded by Trump and his associates, Michael Sexton and Jonathan Spitalny, that ran a real estate training program, charging between $1,500 and $35,000 per course.[183][184][185] In 2005 the operation was notified by New York State authorities that its use of the word "university" violated state law, and after a second such notification in 2010, the name of the company was changed to the "Trump Entrepreneurial Institute".[186] Trump was also found personally liable for failing to obtain a business license for the operation.[187]

In 2013, the State of New York filed a $40 million civil suit alleging that Trump University made false statements and defrauded consumers.[186][188] In addition, two class-action civil lawsuits were filed in federal court relating to Trump University; they named Trump personally as well as his companies.[189] During the presidential campaign, Trump criticized Judge Gonzalo P. Curiel[image: External link] who oversaw those two cases, alleging bias in his rulings because of his Mexican heritage.[190][191] Shortly after Trump won the presidency, the parties agreed to a settlement of all three pending cases, whereby Trump paid a total of $25 million and denied any wrongdoing.[192][193]
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 Foundation




Main article: Donald J. Trump Foundation


The Donald J. Trump Foundation is a U.S.-based private foundation[image: External link][194] established in 1988 for the initial purpose of giving away proceeds from the book Trump: The Art of the Deal by Trump and Tony Schwartz[image: External link].[195][196] The foundation's funds have mostly come from donors other than Trump,[197] who has not given personally to the charity since 2008.[197]

The foundation's tax returns show that it has given to health care and sports-related charities, as well as conservative groups.[198] In 2009, for example, the foundation gave $926,750 to about 40 groups, with the biggest donations going to the Arnold Palmer Medical Center Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000), the New York–Presbyterian Hospital[image: External link] ($125,000), the Police Athletic League[image: External link] ($156,000), and the Clinton Foundation[image: External link] ($100,000).[199][200] From 2004 to 2014, the top donors to the foundation were Vince[image: External link] and Linda McMahon[image: External link] of WWE[image: External link], who donated $5 million to the foundation after Trump appeared at WrestleMania[image: External link] in 2007.[197] Linda McMahon later became Administrator of the Small Business Administration[image: External link].[201]

In 2016, investigations by The Washington Post uncovered several potential legal and ethical violations conducted by the charity, including alleged self-dealing[image: External link] and possible tax evasion.[202] After beginning an investigation into the foundation, the New York State Attorney General[image: External link]'s office notified the Trump Foundation that it was allegedly in violation of New York laws regarding charities, and ordered it to immediately cease its fundraising activities in New York.[203][204][205] A Trump spokesman called the investigation a "partisan hit job".[203] In response to mounting complaints, Trump's team announced in late December 2016 that the Trump Foundation would be dissolved to remove "even the appearance of any conflict with [his] role as President."[206]
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 Resignation




When Trump was elected president in November 2016, questions arose over how he would avoid conflicts of interest between his work in the White House and his business activities. At a press conference on January 10, 2017, Trump said that he and his daughter Ivanka would resign all roles with The Trump Organization, while his two adult sons Don Jr. and Eric would run the business, together with Chief Financial Officer Allen Weisselberg[image: External link].[207]

Trump retained his financial stake in the business.[208] His attorney Sherri Dillon said that before the January 20 inauguration, Trump would put those business assets into a trust, which would hire an ethics advisor and a compliance counsel. She added that The Trump Organization would not enter any new foreign business deals, while continuing to pursue domestic opportunities.[209] As of April 2017, Trump companies owned more than 400 condo units and home lots in the United States, valued at over $250 million in total ($200,000 to $35 million each).[210]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Media career
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 The Apprentice




Main articles: The Apprentice (U.S. TV series) and The Apprentice (TV series)[image: External link]


In 2003, Trump became the executive producer and host of the NBC reality show[image: External link] The Apprentice, in which a group of competitors battled for a high-level management job in one of Trump's commercial enterprises. Contestants were successively " fired[image: External link]" and eliminated from the game. For the first year of the show, Trump earned $50,000 per episode (roughly $700,000 for the first season), but following the show's initial success, he was paid $1 million per episode.[211] In a July 2015 press release, Trump's campaign manager said that NBCUniversal had paid him $213,606,575 for his 14 seasons hosting the show,[75] although the network did not verify the statement.[212] In 2007, Trump received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] for his contribution to television on The Apprentice.[160][213]

Along with British TV producer Mark Burnett[image: External link], Trump was hired as host of The Celebrity Apprentice[image: External link], in which celebrities compete to win money for their charities. While Trump and Burnett co-produced the show, Trump stayed in the forefront, deciding winners and "firing" losers. International versions of The Apprentice franchise[image: External link] were co-produced by Burnett and Trump.

On February 16, 2015, NBC announced that they would be renewing The Apprentice for a 15th season.[214] On February 27, Trump stated that he was "not ready" to sign on for another season because of the possibility of a presidential run.[215] Despite this, on March 18, NBC announced they were going ahead with production.[216] On June 29, after widespread negative reaction stemming from Trump's campaign announcement speech, NBC released a statement saying, "Due to the recent derogatory statements by Donald Trump regarding immigrants, NBCUniversal is ending its business relationship with Mr. Trump."[217]

After Trump's election campaign and presidential win led to his departure from the program, actor and former California Governor[image: External link] Arnold Schwarzenegger[image: External link] replaced Trump as host for the fifteenth season.[218] Trump is still credited as an executive producer for the show.[219]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
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Trump is a World Wrestling Entertainment[image: External link] fan and a friend of WWE chairman Vince McMahon[image: External link]. In 1988–89 Trump hosted WrestleMania IV[image: External link] and V[image: External link] at Boardwalk Hall[image: External link] (dubbed "Trump Plaza" for storyline purposes) and has been an active participant in several of the shows.[220] He also appeared in WrestleMania VII[image: External link], and was interviewed ringside at WrestleMania XX[image: External link].[221]

Trump appeared at WrestleMania 23[image: External link] in a match called "The Battle of the Billionaires".[220] He was in Bobby Lashley[image: External link]'s corner, while Vince McMahon was in the corner of Lashley's opponent Umaga[image: External link], with Stone Cold Steve Austin[image: External link] as the special guest referee.[220] The terms of the match were that either Trump or McMahon would have their head shaved if their competitor lost.[220] Lashley won the match, and so McMahon was shaved bald.[220]

On June 15, 2009, McMahon announced as part of a storyline[image: External link] on Monday Night Raw[image: External link] that he had "sold" the show to Trump.[220] Appearing on screen, Trump declared that he would be at the following commercial-free episode in person and would give a full refund to the people who purchased tickets to the arena for that night's show.[220] McMahon "bought back" Raw the following week for twice the price.[220]

In 2013, Trump was inducted into the celebrity wing of the WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] at Madison Square Garden[image: External link] for his contributions to the promotion. He made his sixth WrestleMania appearance the following night at WrestleMania 29[image: External link].[222]
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Main articles: Filmography of Donald Trump, Donald Trump in popular culture, and Donald Trump in music


Trump has twice been nominated for an Emmy Award[image: External link] and has made cameo appearances[image: External link] in 12 films and 14 television series.[223] He has also played an oil tycoon in The Little Rascals[image: External link],[224] and had a singing role at the 58th Primetime Emmy Awards[image: External link] in 2006.[225] Trump is a member of the Screen Actors Guild[image: External link] and receives an annual pension of more than $110,000.[226][227] Trump has been the subject of comedians, flash cartoon[image: External link] artists, and online caricature artists. Starting in the 1990s, he was a guest about 24 times on the nationally syndicated Howard Stern Show[image: External link] on talk radio.[228] Trump also had his own daily talk radio[image: External link] program called Trumped![image: External link], from 2004 to 2008.[229][230][231] Since the 1980s, Trump's wealth and lifestyle have been a fixture of hip hop[image: External link] lyrics,[232] his name being quoted by more than 50 artists.[233]
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 Early involvement in politics




Trump first vaguely expressed interest in running for office in 1987, when he spent almost $100,000 to place full-page advertisements in several newspapers. In his view at that time, "America should stop paying to defend countries that can afford to defend themselves",[234] and "should present Western Europe and Japan with a bill for America's efforts to safeguard the passage of oil tankers in the Persian Gulf."[235] As of December 1988, Trump was the tenth most admired person in America according to a Gallup[image: External link] poll.[236][237]

Trump considered running for president in 1988, 2000, 2004[image: External link], and 2012[image: External link], and for Governor of New York in 2006 and 2014, but aside from 2000 did not enter any of those races.[238][239] In February 2009, Trump appeared on the Late Show with David Letterman[image: External link], and spoke about the automotive industry crisis of 2008–10[image: External link]. He said that "instead of asking for money", General Motors[image: External link] "should go into bankruptcy and work that stuff out in a deal."[240]

Trump publicly speculated about seeking the 2012[image: External link] Republican presidential nomination, and a Wall Street Journal / NBC News poll released in March 2011 found Trump leading among potential contenders; he was one point ahead of former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney.[241] A Newsweek poll conducted in February 2011 showed Trump within a few points of incumbent president Barack Obama, with many voters undecided in the November 2012 general election for president of the United States.[242] A poll released in April 2011 by Public Policy Polling[image: External link] showed Trump having a nine-point lead in a potential contest for the Republican nomination for president while he was still actively considering a run.[243][244] His moves were interpreted by some media as possible promotional tools for his reality show The Apprentice.[245][246][247]

Trump played a leading role in "birther" conspiracy theories[image: External link] that had been circulating since President Obama's 2008 presidential campaign.[248][249] Beginning in March 2011, Trump publicly questioned Obama's citizenship and eligibility to serve as President.[250][251][252] Although the Obama campaign had released a copy of the short-form birth certificate in 2008,[253] Trump demanded to see the original "long-form" certificate.[250] He mentioned having sent investigators to Hawaii to research the question, but he did not follow up with any findings.[250] He also repeated a debunked allegation that Obama's grandmother said she had witnessed his birth in Kenya.[254][255] When the White House[image: External link] later released Obama's long-form birth certificate,[256] Trump took credit for obtaining the document, saying "I hope it checks out."[257] His official biography mentions his purported role in forcing Obama's hand,[258] and he has defended his pursuit of the issue when prompted, later saying that his promotion of the conspiracy made him "very popular".[259] In 2011, Trump had called for Obama to release his student records, questioning whether his grades warranted entry into an Ivy League[image: External link] school.[260] When asked in 2015 whether he believed Obama was born in the United States, Trump said he did not want to discuss the matter further.[261][262] In September 2016, Trump publicly acknowledged that Obama was born in the U.S., and said that the rumors had been started by Hillary Clinton during her 2008 presidential campaign[image: External link].[251][263][264]

Trump made his first speaking appearance at the Conservative Political Action Conference[image: External link] (CPAC) in February 2011. His appearance at CPAC was organized by GOProud[image: External link], an LGBT conservative[image: External link] organization, in conjunction with GOProud supporter Roger Stone[image: External link], who was close with Trump. GOProud pushed for a write-in campaign for Trump at CPAC's presidential straw poll. The 2011 CPAC speech Trump gave is credited for helping kick-start his political career within the Republican Party[image: External link].[265][266]

In the 2012 Republican primaries[image: External link], Trump generally had polled at or below 17 percent among the crowded field of possible candidates.[267] On May 16, 2011, Trump announced he would not run for president in the 2012 election, while also saying he would have become the President of the United States, had he run.[245]

In 2013, Trump was a featured speaker at the Conservative Political Action Conference (CPAC).[268] During the lightly attended early-morning speech, Trump spoke out against illegal immigration, then-President Obama's "unprecedented media protection", and advised against harming Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.[269][270]

Additionally, Trump spent over $1 million in 2013 to research a possible run for president of the United States.[271] In October 2013, New York Republicans circulated a memo suggesting Trump should run for governor of the state in 2014 against Andrew Cuomo[image: External link]. In response to the memo, Trump said that while New York had problems and that its taxes were too high, running for governor was not of great interest to him.[272] In January 2014, Trump made statements denying climate change[image: External link] that were discordant with the opinion of the scientific community[image: External link].[273] A February 2014 Quinnipiac poll had shown Trump losing to the more popular Cuomo by 37 points in a hypothetical election.[274] In February 2015, Trump told NBC that he was not prepared to sign on for another season of The Apprentice, as he mulled his political future.[275]
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Trump's political party affiliation has changed numerous times over the years. Trump was a Democrat prior to 1987.[276] In 1987, Trump registered as a Republican in Manhattan.[277]

In 1999, Trump switched to the Reform Party and ran a presidential exploratory campaign for its nomination. After his run, Trump left the party in 2001, ostensibly due to the involvement of David Duke[image: External link], Pat Buchanan[image: External link], and Lenora Fulani[image: External link].[278]

From 2001 to 2008, Trump identified as a Democrat, but in 2008, he endorsed Republican John McCain for President. In 2009, he officially changed his party registration to Republican.[279] In December 2011, Trump became an independent for five months before returning to the Republican Party, where he later pledged to stay.[280][281]

Trump has made contributions to campaigns of both Republican Party and Democratic Party candidates, with the top ten recipients of his political contributions being six Democrats and four Republicans.[282] After 2011, his campaign contributions were more favorable to Republicans than to Democrats.[283] In February 2012, Trump openly endorsed Republican Mitt Romney for President.[284] When asked in 2015 which recent president he prefers, Trump picked Democrat Bill Clinton[image: External link] over the Republican Bushes[image: External link].[285][286]

According to a New York state report, Trump circumvented corporate and personal campaign donation limits in the 1980s—although no laws were broken—by donating money to candidates from 18 different business subsidiaries, rather than donating primarily in his own name.[287][288] Trump told investigators he did so on the advice of his lawyers. He also said the contributions were not to gain favor with business-friendly candidates, but simply to satisfy requests from friends.[287][289]
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 2000 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2000


In 1999, Trump filed an exploratory committee to seek the presidential nomination of the Reform Party[image: External link] in 2000.[278][290] A July 1999 poll matching him against likely Republican nominee George W. Bush and likely Democratic nominee Al Gore[image: External link] showed Trump with seven percent support.[291] Trump eventually dropped out of the race due to party infighting, but still won the party's California and Michigan primaries after doing so.[292][293][294]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


On June 16, 2015, Trump announced his candidacy for President of the United States at Trump Tower in Manhattan. In the speech, Trump drew attention to domestic issues such as illegal immigration[image: External link], offshoring[image: External link] of American jobs, the U.S. national debt[image: External link], and Islamic terrorism[image: External link], which all remained large priorities during the campaign. He also announced his campaign slogan, "Make America Great Again".[295]

In his campaign, Trump said that he disdained political correctness; he also stated that the media had intentionally misinterpreted his words, and he made other claims of adverse media bias[image: External link].[296][297][298] In part due to his fame, Trump received an unprecedented amount of free media coverage[image: External link] during his run for the presidency, which elevated his standing in the Republican primaries.[299]

Republican leaders such as House Speaker[image: External link] Paul Ryan were hesitant to support him during his early quest for the presidency. They doubted his chances of winning the general election[image: External link] and feared that he could harm the image of the Republican Party.[300][301]

The alt-right[image: External link] movement coalesced around Trump's candidacy,[302] due in part to its opposition to multiculturalism[image: External link] and immigration[image: External link].[303][304] The connection of this group to the Trump campaign is controversial; writers such as Jon Ronson[image: External link] have suggested that the link between Trump and right-wing figures such as Alex Jones[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link] is a marriage of convenience[image: External link].[305]

During the campaign, Trump was accused of pandering to white nationalists[image: External link],[306] especially in his initial refusal to condemn the support of David Duke[image: External link], a former Imperial Wizard[image: External link] of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link], in a CNN interview with Jake Tapper[image: External link]. He had previously criticized Duke in 1991, disavowed the 2000 Reform Party due to the support of Duke and others, and condemned Duke on the campaign trail both before and after the interview.[307] In August, he appointed Steve Bannon[image: External link]—the executive chairman of Breitbart News[image: External link]—as his campaign CEO; the website was described by Bannon as "the platform for the alt-right."[308] However, Bannon later told the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] that he was an "economic nationalist" but not "a supporter of ethno-nationalism[image: External link]."[309]

Some rallies during the primary season were accompanied by protests or violence, including attacks on Trump supporters and vice-versa both inside and outside the venues.[310][311][312]
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 Campaign rhetoric




Fact-checking organizations have denounced Trump for making a record number of false statements compared to other candidates.[313][314][315] At least four major publications – Politico, The Washington Post, The New York Times, and the Los Angeles Times – have pointed out lies or falsehoods in his campaign statements.[316] NPR said that Trump's campaign statements were often opaque or suggestive.[317] Lucas Graves, an assistant professor of journalism and mass communication at the University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link],[318] opined that Trump "often speaks in a suggestive way that makes it unclear what exactly he meant, so that fact-checkers "have to be really careful" when picking claims to check, "to pick things that reflect what the speaker was clearly trying to communicate."[319]

Trump's penchant for hyperbole[image: External link] is believed to have roots in the New York real estate scene, where Trump established his wealth and where puffery[image: External link] abounds.[320] Trump has called his public speaking style "truthful hyperbole", an effective political tactic which may however backfire for overpromising.[320] Martin Medhurst, a Baylor University[image: External link] professor of communication and political science, analyzed Trump's frequently used rhetorical devices[image: External link], such as catchy slogans, hyperbole, insinuations and preterition[image: External link].[321]
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 Financial disclosures




Further information: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016 § Refusal to release tax returns[image: External link]


As required of all presidential candidates by FEC regulations, Trump published a 92-page financial disclosure form that listed all his assets, liabilities, income sources and hundreds of business positions,[74] but he declined to release his tax returns,[322] contrary to usual practice by every presidential candidate since Gerald Ford[image: External link] in 1976.[323] Trump's refusal led to speculation that he was hiding something,[324] although there is no law that requires presidential candidates to release their returns.[325]

Trump explained that his tax returns are being audited and his lawyers advise against releasing them.[326][327] However, no law prohibits release of tax returns during an audit.[328] Tax attorneys differ about whether such a release is wise legal strategy.[329] Trump has told the news media that his tax rate was "none of your business", but added, "I fight very hard to pay as little tax as possible."[330][331][332]

On October 1, 2016, three pages of Trump's 1995 tax return were leaked to a reporter from The New York Times, who said she received the documents in her Times mailbox. Each of the three pages is one page from Trump's state filings in Connecticut, New York, and New Jersey. They show that using allowed deductions for losses, Trump claimed a loss of $916 million that year. During the second presidential debate, Trump acknowledged using the deduction, but declined to provide details such as the specific years it was applied.[333] When asked if he used the tax code to avoid paying taxes, he said, "Of course I did. Of course I did." He then went on to say he paid "hundreds of millions of dollars in taxes", calling it a "simple" thing. "I pay tax, and I pay federal tax, too", he said.[334][335][336]

On March 14, 2017, the first two pages of Trump's 2005 federal income tax returns were leaked to MSNBC[image: External link]'s Rachel Maddow[image: External link], who unveiled them on her show[image: External link]. The two pages showed that Trump paid $38 million in federal taxes and had a gross adjusted income of $150 million.[337][338] The White House confirmed the authenticity of the 2005 documents and stated: "Despite this substantial income figure and tax paid, it is totally illegal to steal and publish tax returns."[337][338]
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 Republican primaries




Main article: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016


Trump entered a field of 16 candidates who were vying for the 2016 Republican nomination; this was the largest presidential field in American history.[339] Trump participated in eleven of the twelve Republican debates, skipping only the seventh debate on January 28 (that was the last debate before primary voting began on February 1). The debates received historically high television ratings, which increased the visibility of Trump's campaign.[340]

By early 2016, the race had mostly centered on Trump and U.S. Senator Ted Cruz.[341] On Super Tuesday[image: External link], Trump won the plurality of the vote and remained the front-runner throughout the remainder of the primaries. By March 2016, Trump became poised to win the Republican nomination.[342] After a landslide win in Indiana on May 3, 2016, which prompted the remaining candidates Ted Cruz and John Kasich to suspend their presidential campaigns, RNC Chairman Reince Priebus declared Trump the presumptive Republican nominee.[343] With nearly 14 million votes, Trump broke the all-time record for winning the most primary votes in the history of the Republican Party. He also set the record for the largest number of votes against the front runner.[344]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 General election campaign




Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


After becoming the presumptive Republican nominee, Trump's focus shifted to the general election[image: External link], urging remaining primary voters to "save [their] vote for the general election."[345] Trump began campaigning against Hillary Clinton, who became the presumptive Democratic[image: External link] nominee on June 6, 2016, and continued to campaign across the country.

Clinton had established a significant lead in national polls over Trump throughout most of 2016. In early July, Clinton's lead narrowed in national polling averages following the FBI[image: External link]'s re-opening of its investigation into her ongoing email controversy[image: External link].[346][347][348]

On July 15, 2016, Trump announced his selection of Indiana Governor[image: External link] Mike Pence as his running mate[image: External link].[349] Trump and Pence were officially nominated by the Republican Party on July 19, 2016, at the Republican National Convention.[350] The list of convention speakers and attendees included former presidential nominee Bob Dole[image: External link], but the other prior nominees did not attend.[351][352]

Two days later, Trump officially accepted the nomination in a 76-minute speech inspired by Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s 1968 acceptance speech.[353] The historically long speech was watched by nearly 35 million people and received mixed reviews, with net negative viewer reactions according to CNN and Gallup polls.[354][355][356]

On September 26, 2016, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton faced off in the first presidential debate[image: External link] at Hofstra University[image: External link] in Hempstead, New York[image: External link]. Lester Holt[image: External link], an anchor with NBC News, was the moderator.[357] This was the most watched presidential debate in United States history.[358] The second presidential debate[image: External link] was held at Washington University[image: External link] in Saint Louis, Missouri[image: External link]. The beginning narrative of that debate was dominated by a leaked tape of Trump making lewd comments, and counter-accusations by Trump of sexual misconduct by Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Trump had invited four women who had accused Clinton of impropriety to a press conference prior to the debate. The final presidential debate[image: External link] was held at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link] on October 19. Trump's refusal to say whether he would accept the result of the election, regardless of the outcome, drew particular press attention.[359][360]
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Main article: Political positions of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign platform emphasized renegotiating U.S.–China relations[image: External link] and free trade[image: External link] agreements such as NAFTA[image: External link] and the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link], strongly enforcing immigration laws[image: External link], and building a new wall[image: External link] along the U.S.–Mexico border[image: External link]. His other campaign positions included pursuing energy independence[image: External link] while opposing climate change[image: External link] regulations such as the Clean Power Plan[image: External link] and the Paris Agreement[image: External link], modernizing and expediting services for veterans[image: External link], repealing and replacing the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], abolishing Common Core[image: External link] education standards, investing in infrastructure[image: External link], simplifying the tax code[image: External link] while reducing taxes for all economic classes, and imposing tariffs[image: External link] on imports[image: External link] by companies that offshore[image: External link] jobs. During the campaign, he also advocated a largely non-interventionist[image: External link] approach to foreign policy[image: External link] while increasing military spending[image: External link], extreme vetting[image: External link] of immigrants from Muslim-majority countries[image: External link] to pre-empt domestic Islamic terrorism[image: External link], and aggressive military action against Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL, also known as ISIS or IS).

Media have described Trump's political positions as "populist",[361][362] and some of his views cross party lines. For example, his economic campaign plan calls for large reductions in income taxes[image: External link] and deregulation,[363] consistent with Republican Party policies, along with significant infrastructure investment,[364] usually considered a liberal (Democratic Party) policy.[365][366] According to political writer Jack Shafer[image: External link], Trump may be a "fairly conventional American populist when it comes to his policy views", but he attracts free media attention[image: External link], sometimes by making outrageous comments.[367][368]

Trump has supported or leaned toward varying political positions over time.[369][370][371] Politico has described his positions as "eclectic, improvisational and often contradictory",[371] while NBC News counted "141 distinct shifts on 23 major issues" during his campaign.[372]
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Main article: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


In January 2017, American intelligence agencies – the CIA[image: External link], FBI[image: External link] and NSA[image: External link], represented by the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] – jointly stated with "high confidence[image: External link]" that the Russian government attempted to intervene in the 2016 presidential election to favor the election of Trump.[373] In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, former FBI Director James Comey affirmed he has "no doubt" that Russia interfered in the 2016 election, adding "they did it with purpose and sophistication".[374][375]

As of May 2017, Trump believed investigation of Russian interference in the U.S. election to be pursuit of a false narrative. He tweeted it is the "single greatest witch hunt of a politician in American history!"[376] Russian president Vladimir Putin[image: External link] echoed Trump's opinion, saying that Democrats cling to this fictitious explanation to avoid confronting their election loss.[377]
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Main article: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials


Donald Trump's policies on Russia were a major issue during the 2016 presidential campaign.[378][379] During the campaign, Trump repeatedly praised Russian president Vladimir Putin[image: External link] as a strong leader.[380][381] One of his campaign managers, Paul Manafort[image: External link], had previously spent several years working as a political consultant for a pro-Russian candidate[image: External link] in Ukraine.[382]

There has been intensive media scrutiny of Trump's relationship to Russia. Several of Trump's close advisers, including former National Security Advisor Michael T. Flynn[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link], have been connected to Russian or Ukrainian officials.[383][384][385] Russian agents were overheard during the campaign saying they could use Manafort and Flynn to influence Trump.[386]

Members of Trump's campaign and later his White House staff, particularly Flynn, were in contact with Russian officials both before and after the November election.[387] In a December 29, 2016 conversation, Flynn and Kislyak discussed the recently imposed sanctions against Russia; Flynn was later fired as National Security Advisor for falsely claiming he had not discussed the sanctions.[388]

In March 2017, FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey[image: External link] told Congress that "the FBI, as part of our counterintelligence mission, is investigating the Russian government's efforts to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. That includes investigating the nature of any links between individuals associated with the Trump campaign and the Russian government, and whether there was any coordination between the campaign and Russia’s efforts.”[389]

In 2017, Trump and other senior White House officials asked the Director of National Intelligence, the NSA director, the FBI director, and two chairs of congressional committees to publicly dispute the news reports about contacts between Trump associates and Russia.[390]
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 Sexual misconduct allegations




Main articles: Donald Trump and Billy Bush recording and Donald Trump sexual misconduct allegations


Two days before the second presidential debate[image: External link], a 2005 recording[image: External link] surfaced in which Trump was heard bragging about forcibly kissing and groping women.[391][392][393] The hot mic[image: External link] recording was captured on a studio bus in which Trump and Billy Bush[image: External link] were preparing to film an episode of Access Hollywood[image: External link]. "I just start kissing them," Trump said, "I don't even wait. And when you're a star, they let you do it, you can do anything ... grab them by the pussy."[394] During the recording, Trump also spoke of his efforts to seduce a married woman, saying he "moved on her very heavily."[394] These statements were recorded several months after Trump married his third and current wife, Melania, who was pregnant at the time.[394][395]

Trump's language on the tape was described by the media as "vulgar", "sexist", and descriptive of sexual assault[image: External link]. The incident prompted him to make his first public apology during the campaign,[396][397] and caused outrage across the political spectrum,[398][399] with many Republicans withdrawing their endorsements of his candidacy and some urging him to quit the race.[400] A number of Trump supporters worldwide also withdrew their support following release of the tape, including many Conservatives[image: External link] in Britain.[401] Subsequently, at least 15 women[402] came forward with new accusations of sexual misconduct, including unwanted kissing and groping, resulting in widespread media coverage.[403][404]

Trump and his campaign have denied all of the sexual misconduct accusations, which Trump has called "false smears", and alleged a conspiracy against him.[405][406][407] In his two public statements in response to the controversy, Trump responded[image: External link] by alleging that Bill Clinton, former President of the United States and husband of Trump's Democratic rival Hillary Clinton, had "abused women" and that Hillary had bullied her husband's victims.[408]
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 Election to the presidency




Main article: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


On Election Day, November 8, 2016, Trump received 306 electoral votes[image: External link] to Clinton's 232 votes. The counts were later adjusted to 304 and 227 respectively, after defections on both sides, formalizing Trump's election to the presidency.[409] In the early hours of November 9, Clinton called Trump to concede the election. Trump then delivered his victory speech before hundreds of supporters in the New York Hilton[image: External link] hotel. The speech was in contrast with some of his previous rhetoric, with Trump promising to heal the division caused by the election, thanking Clinton for her service to the country, and promising to be a president to all Americans.[410][411]

Trump received a smaller share of the popular vote than Clinton, making him the fifth person to be elected president after losing the popular vote[image: External link]. Records on this matter date from the year 1824.[412][nb 1] Clinton finished ahead by 2.86 million votes or 2.1 percentage points, 48.04% to 46.09%, with neither candidate reaching a majority[image: External link] nationwide.[415][416]

Trump's victory was considered a stunning political upset, as polls consistently showed Hillary Clinton leading nationwide (where she did win) and in most battleground states, while Trump's support had been underestimated throughout his campaign.[417] The errors in some state polls were later partially attributed to pollsters overestimating Clinton's support among well-educated and nonwhite voters, while underestimating Trump's support among white working-class voters.[418] Trump won the perennial swing states of Florida[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link] and Ohio, and flipped Clinton's "blue wall[image: External link]" states of Michigan[image: External link], Pennsylvania and Wisconsin, which had been Democratic strongholds since the 1990s. Trump's victory marked the return of a Republican White House combined with control of[image: External link] both chambers of Congress[image: External link], as was the case during parts of George W. Bush's presidency from 2003[image: External link] to 2007[image: External link].

Trump became the first president without prior governmental or military experience.[419][420][421] Of the 43[nb 2] previous presidents, 38 had held prior elective office; two had not held elective office but had served in the Cabinet; and three had never held public office but had been commanding generals.[421] He lost his home state of New York, becoming the fourth candidate to win the presidency without his home state. The others were James Polk[image: External link] ( Tennessee[image: External link]) in 1844[image: External link], Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] (New Jersey) in 1916[image: External link], and Richard Nixon[image: External link] (New York) in 1968[image: External link].[423]
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 Protests




Main article: Protests against Donald Trump


Trump's victory sparked protests across the United States. Trump opponents took to the streets to amplify their opposition to Trump's views and denounce his inflammatory statements. Some argued that Clinton's popular vote victory meant Trump was not the democratically[image: External link] elected president and should be considered illegitimate.[424] Trump initially said on Twitter that the protests consisted of "professional protesters, incited by the media", and were "unfair", but he later stated that he loves their passion for the country.[425][426] In contrast, after Obama's re-election in 2012, Trump had tweeted "We can't let this happen. We should march on Washington and stop this travesty. Our nation is totally divided!"[427]

On the Saturday following Trump's inauguration there were massive demonstrations protesting Trump in the United States and worldwide, with approximately 2,600,000 taking part in Women's Marches worldwide.[428] The most notable of these marches was the Women's March on Washington[image: External link] (in Washington, D.C.), where over 500,000 people marched in opposition to Trump.[429] This was more than three times the number of people who were at Trump's inaugural speech, according to crowd scientists at the Manchester Metropolitan University[image: External link].[430]
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	Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	14,015,993 votes

1,441 delegates

(41 contests)
	Votes: 44.9%

Delegates: 58.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz
	7,822,100 votes

551 delegates

(11 contests)
	Votes: 25.1%

Delegates: 22.3%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marco Rubio
	3,515,576 votes

173 delegates

(3 contests)
	Votes: 11.3%

Delegates: 7%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Kasich
	4,290,448 votes

161 delegates

(1 contest)
	Votes: 13.8%

Delegates: 6.5%






	United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	62,979,879 votes

304  electors[image: External link]

(30 states + ME-02[image: External link])
	Votes: 46.0%

Electors: 56.5%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	65,844,954 votes

227 electors

(20 states + DC[image: External link])
	Votes: 48.1%

Electors: 42.2%
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 Presidency




Main article: Presidency of Donald Trump


For a chronological guide to this subject, see Timeline of the presidency of Donald Trump.
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Main article: Presidential transition of Donald Trump[image: External link]


On November 10, President-elect Trump had his first ever meeting with President Obama to discuss plans for a peaceful transition of power[image: External link]. The New York Times stated that "It was an extraordinary show of cordiality and respect between two men who have been political enemies and are stylistic opposites."[431] The BBC stated that "their antipathy was barely concealed" in "awkward photos" of the meeting.[432]
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 White House appointments




For a more comprehensive list, see Political appointments of Donald Trump[image: External link].

Trump's transition team was led by Chris Christie until November 11, 2016, when Vice President-elect Mike Pence took over.[433] Since then, Trump has chosen RNC chairman Reince Priebus as White House Chief of Staff[image: External link][434] and businessman and media executive Steve Bannon[image: External link] as White House Chief Strategist[image: External link].[435]
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 Cabinet-level nominations




Main article: Formation of Donald Trump's cabinet[image: External link]


Trump has nominated Senator Jeff Sessions[image: External link] as Attorney General[image: External link],[436] retired Lieutenant General Michael Flynn[image: External link] as National Security Advisor[image: External link],[436] (later replaced by Lieutenant General H. R. McMaster[image: External link]),[437] Kansas Representative Mike Pompeo[image: External link] as CIA Director[image: External link],[436] education reform activist Betsy DeVos[image: External link] as Secretary of Education[image: External link],[438] South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley as Ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link],[439] former Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao[image: External link] as Secretary of Transportation[image: External link],[440] U.S. Representative Tom Price[image: External link] as Secretary of Health and Human Services[image: External link],[441] financier Steve Mnuchin[image: External link] as Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link],[442] billionaire investor Wilbur Ross[image: External link] as Secretary of Commerce[image: External link],[443] retired Marine Corps General James Mattis[image: External link] as Secretary of Defense[image: External link],[444] former campaign rival Ben Carson as Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link],[445] retired Marine Corps General John F. Kelly[image: External link] as Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link],[446] former WWE[image: External link] CEO Linda McMahon[image: External link] as Administrator of the Small Business Administration[image: External link],[447] Oklahoma Attorney General Scott Pruitt[image: External link] as Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link],[448] businessman Andrew Puzder[image: External link] as Secretary of Labor[image: External link][449] (later withdrawn, replaced by FIU Law[image: External link] Dean Alexander Acosta[image: External link]),[450] ExxonMobil[image: External link] CEO Rex Tillerson[image: External link] as Secretary of State[image: External link],[451] former Texas Governor Rick Perry as Secretary of Energy[image: External link],[452] Montana Representative Ryan Zinke[image: External link] as Secretary of the Interior[image: External link],[453] South Carolina Representative Mick Mulvaney[image: External link] as Director of the Office of Management and Budget[image: External link],[454] international trade lawyer Robert Lighthizer[image: External link] as U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link],[455] Indiana Senator Dan Coats[image: External link] as Director of National Intelligence[image: External link],[456] Veterans Under Secretary[image: External link] David Shulkin[image: External link] as Secretary of Veterans Affairs[image: External link],[457] and former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue[image: External link] as Secretary of Agriculture[image: External link].[458]

Despite being nominated promptly during the transition period[image: External link], most cabinet members were unable to take office on Inauguration Day because of delays in the formal confirmation process[image: External link]. By February 8, 2017, President Trump had fewer cabinet nominees confirmed than any prior president two weeks into their mandate, except George Washington[image: External link].[459][460] Part of the lateness was ascribed to delays in submitting background-check paperwork, part to obstructionism[image: External link] by Senate Democrats.[461] The last Cabinet member, Robert Lighthizer, took office as U.S. Trade Representative on May 11, 2017, more than four months after his nomination.[462]
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 Pre-inauguration events




On November 22, Trump outlined his plan for his first 100 days in office in a video posted on YouTube[image: External link]. The plan included the United States' withdrawal from the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] and asking the Department of Defense[image: External link] to develop a plan to protect the U.S. from cyber-attack[image: External link].[463][464]

On December 7, Time named Trump as its "Person of the Year[image: External link]".[465] In an interview on The Today Show[image: External link], he said he was honored by the award, but he took issue with the magazine for referring to him as the "President of the Divided States of America."[466][467] He also opposed Time's decision to change its "Man of the Year" title to "Person of the Year" in 1999, describing the action as too "politically correct".[468] On December 13 he was named Financial Times[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link].[469] In December 2016, Forbes[image: External link] ranked Trump the second most powerful person in the world[image: External link], after Vladimir Putin[image: External link] and before Angela Merkel[image: External link].[470]

Based on intelligence reports issued from October 2016 to January 2017, the Obama administration accused the Russian government of trying to influence the U.S. presidential election in favor of Trump, by supplying the DNC emails[image: External link] to WikiLeaks[image: External link] for publication.[471] Trump,[472] WikiLeaks[473] and Russian officials[474] have denied the allegations.
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 First 100 days




Main article: First 100 days of Donald Trump's presidency


Trump's inauguration as the 45th President of the United States was held on Friday, January 20, 2017. In his first week as president, Trump signed six executive orders. His first order[image: External link] as president set out interim procedures in anticipation of repeal of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (Obamacare). That same week, Trump withdrew the United States from the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link], re-instated the Mexico City Policy[image: External link], reopened the Keystone XL[image: External link] and Dakota Access Pipeline[image: External link] construction projects and signed an executive order to begin planning, designing and constructing a new Mexico border wall[image: External link] and reinforce border security.[475]

On January 31, Trump nominated U.S. Appeals Court judge Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] to fill the vacancy left on the Supreme Court[image: External link] by the death of Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link].[476] The Senate confirmed the nomination on April 7, with a 54–45 vote.[477]
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 Immigration orders




Main articles: Executive Order 13769[image: External link] and Executive Order 13780[image: External link]


On January 27, President Trump signed an executive order that suspended admission of refugees for 120 days and denied entry to citizens of Iraq[image: External link], Iran[image: External link], Libya[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Syria[image: External link], and Yemen[image: External link] for 90 days, citing security concerns about terrorism. The following day, thousands of protesters gathered at airports and other locations throughout the United States to protest the signing of the order and detainment of the foreign nationals.[478] Later, the administration seemed to reverse a portion of part of the order, effectively exempting visitors with a green card[image: External link].[479][480] Two Iraqi nationals detained upon arrival filed a complaint.[481] Several federal judges issued rulings that curtailed parts of the immigration order, stopping the federal government from deporting visitors already affected.[480]

On March 6, 2017, Trump issued a revised executive order[image: External link], that, among other differences with the original order, excluded Iraq, visa-holders, and permanent residents[image: External link] from the temporary suspension and did not differentiate Syrian refugees from refugees from other countries.[482]
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 Dismissal of James Comey




Main articles: Dismissal of James Comey and Comey memos


See also: Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections


On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed FBI Director James Comey[image: External link], attributing the action to recommendations from Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions[image: External link] and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein[image: External link].[483] Rosenstein had written a memo criticizing Comey's conduct in the investigation about Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link].[484] But Trump himself seemed to contradict the White House claim that he had acted because of the Clinton email issue identified by Rosenstein. On May 11 he stated, "When I decided to [fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story, it's an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should have won.'"[485][486] In the same interview he said he had intended all along to fire Comey, regardless of any recommendations.[487] Also on May 11, a White House spokesperson directly tied the dismissal to the Russian investigations, saying the White House believed firing Comey was a step toward letting that probe "come to its conclusion with integrity".[488] Multiple FBI insiders said they believe the real reason Comey was fired was because he had refused to end the investigation into Russian connections to the election, and in fact had intensified his involvement with the investigation, receiving daily instead of weekly briefings on its progress.[489]

According to memos written by Comey documenting his interactions with Trump, in February 2017 Trump said, “I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go”, in relation to the FBI investigation into Michael Flynn[image: External link],[490][491][492][493][494][495] who was forced to resign as National Security Advisor after it was discovered that that he misled the Vice President about communications with a Russian ambassador.

In March 2017, Trump separately asked Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Dan Coats[image: External link] and Director of the National Security Agency[image: External link] Michael S. Rogers[image: External link] to issue statements saying there was no evidence that his campaign colluded with Russia during the 2016 election, after Comey had informed the House Intelligence Committee that the FBI was investigating the possibility of collusion.[496][497] Both Coats and Rogers declined to issue the requested statement. They reportedly regarded Trump's request as extraordinary but not illegal. They believed it was more of a public relations request. They exchanged notes about the conversation, and Coats recorded a memo about it.[498]
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 Domestic policy
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 Energy




Trump's energy policy advocates domestic industrial support for both fossil and renewable energy sources in order to curb reliance on Middle-Eastern oil and possibly turn the U.S. into a net energy exporter.[499] His appointed advisers[image: External link] favor a less regulated energy market and, because they do not consider climate change[image: External link] a threat, see no need for immediate action.[500]
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 Climate change




Main article: Environmental policy under the Trump administration[image: External link]


Trump does not accept the scientific consensus on climate change[image: External link].[501][502] In 2012, he said that global warming[image: External link] was a hoax invented by the Chinese, but later said that he was joking.[503][504] He has called the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)[image: External link] a "disgrace" and has threatened to cut its budget.[505] Trump pledged to eliminate the Clean Power Plan[image: External link][506] and withdraw from the Paris Climate Agreement[image: External link], which calls for reductions in carbon emissions in more than 170 countries.[507] After winning the presidency, Trump said he had an "open mind" towards the Paris agreement,[508] but on June 1, 2017, he announced that the United States would withdraw from the Paris agreement[image: External link], making the United States one of only three nations, including Syria and Nicaragua, to do so.[509]
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 Immigration




Main article: Immigration policy of Donald Trump


Trump's immigration policies were intensely discussed during the campaign. Trump vowed to build a more substantial wall[image: External link] on the Mexico–United States border[image: External link] to keep out illegal immigrants[image: External link], a wall which Trump promised Mexico would pay for.[510][511][512] He pledged to massively deport illegal immigrants residing in the United States[image: External link],[513] and criticized birthright citizenship[image: External link] as it creates "anchor babies[image: External link]".[514] He said the focus of deportation would be criminals, those who have overstayed their visas, and other "security threats".[515]

Following the November 2015 Paris attacks, Trump made a controversial proposal to completely ban Muslim non-citizens from entering the United States until stronger vetting systems could be implemented.[516][517][518] Later in 2016 he stated that the ban would apply only to people originating from countries with a "proven history of terrorism against the United States or its allies", or countries "compromised by terrorism".[519][520][521]

In late January 2017, Trump issued an executive order[image: External link] banning the admission of immigrants from seven predominantly Muslim countries.[522] The order was imposed without warning and took effect immediately;[523] the measure caused chaos at many airports, with consecutive days of mass protest afflicting major airports in the United States.[524] Multiple legal challenges were filed against the order, and a federal court blocked its implementation.[523] In early March 2017, Trump issued a revised order[image: External link] into law, which excluded Iraq[image: External link], gave specific exemptions for permanent residents[image: External link], no priorities for religious minorities (e.g. Christian refugees) and a week was given to implement legislation.[482][523]
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Main article: Social policy of Donald Trump


Trump is conservative, describes himself as pro-life[image: External link] and generally opposes abortion[image: External link]; exceptions are made in cases of rape[image: External link], incest[image: External link], and circumstances endangering the health of the mother.[525] He has said that he is committed to appointing justices who would try to overturn the ruling in Roe v. Wade[image: External link].[526] He personally supports "traditional marriage"[503] but considers the nationwide legality of same-sex marriage[image: External link] a "settled" issue.[526]

Trump supports a broad interpretation of the Second Amendment[image: External link] and says he is opposed to gun control[image: External link] in general,[527][528] although his views have shifted over time.[529] Trump opposes legalizing recreational marijuana[image: External link] but supports legalizing medical marijuana[image: External link].[530] He favors capital punishment[image: External link],[531][532] as well as the use of waterboarding[image: External link].[533][534]
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 Health care




In 1999, Trump told Larry King Live[image: External link] that "I believe in universal healthcare."[535] Trump's 2000 book, The America We Deserve, argued strongly for a single-payer healthcare[image: External link] system based on the Canadian model[image: External link],[536] and has voiced admiration for the Scottish National Health Service[image: External link].[535][537][538]

However, Trump has repeatedly vowed to repeal and replace Obamacare[image: External link].[539][540] In March 2016, Trump's campaign released a platform summary which included a variety of free-market health reforms[image: External link] including provisions to allow health insurance to be sold across state lines, enable individuals to deduct health insurance premiums, expand health savings accounts, and give more control of Medicaid to the states.[541][542]

Trump aims to streamline the Department of Veterans Affairs[image: External link], getting rid of backlogs and waitlists[image: External link], and upgrading relevant facilities.[543] On his first Monday in office, Trump issued a federal hiring freeze on the VA.[544]
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Trump has stated his support for school choice[image: External link] and local control for primary and secondary schools.[545] He opposes the Common Core State Standards Initiative[image: External link] for primary and secondary schools,[546] and has called Common Core "a disaster" that must be ended.[547] He has stated he would abolish all or part of the Department of Education[image: External link].[548]
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 Economy and trade




Main article: Economic policy of Donald Trump


Trump's campaign tax plan called for levelling the corporate tax[image: External link] rate to 15%, eliminating various business loopholes and deductions,[363] and reducing the number of brackets for personal income tax: the top rate would be reduced from 39.6% to 25%, a large "zero bracket" would be created, and the alternative minimum tax[image: External link] and estate tax[image: External link] (which currently applies to individual estates over $5.45 million or $10.9 million per married couple) would both be eliminated.[549] His comments about the minimum wage[image: External link] have been inconsistent.[550][551][552]

Trump identifies as a "free trader[image: External link]", but says that trade must be "reasonably fair".[553] He has often been called a " protectionist[image: External link]",[554][555][556] because of his criticism of NAFTA[image: External link],[557][558] the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link] (TPP),[559] and his proposal to raise tariffs on Chinese and Mexican exports to the United States[image: External link] significantly.[560][561] He has also been critical of the World Trade Organization[image: External link], threatening to leave unless his proposed tariffs are accepted.[562][563] However, Trump has been very keen to support a "fair" post- Brexit[image: External link] trade deal with the United Kingdom[image: External link],[564] which Trump says would be "good for both sides".[565]
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 Government size and deregulation




Trump's early policies have favored deregulation[image: External link] and a smaller federal government. He became the first president in sixteen years to sign a Congressional Review Act[image: External link] disapproval resolution; the law had been used only once before.[566] During his first six weeks in office, he abolished ninety federal regulations.[567][568]

On January 23, 2017, Trump ordered a temporary government-wide hiring freeze[image: External link], which allows for exceptions, primarily for jobs deemed vital for national security or public safety reasons.[569][570] The Comptroller General[image: External link] of the Government Accountability Office[image: External link] told a House committee[image: External link] that hiring freezes have not proven to be effective in reducing costs.[571] Unlike some past freezes, the current freeze bars agencies from adding contractors to make up for employees leaving.[571]

A week later Trump signed Executive Order 13771[image: External link], directing administrative agencies to repeal two existing regulations for every new regulation they issue.[572][573] Harvard Law[image: External link] professor Jody Freeman[image: External link] said that the order would do no more than slow the regulatory process, because it did not block rules required by statute.[574]

On February 24, 2017, Trump ordered the agencies to create task forces to determine which regulations are deemed burdensome to the U.S. economy.[575] Agency defenders expressed opposition to Trump's criticisms, saying that the bureaucracy exists to protect people against well-organized, well-funded interest groups.[576]
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Main articles: Foreign policy of the Donald Trump administration and Foreign policy of Donald Trump


Trump has been described as non-interventionist[image: External link][577][578] and nationalist.[579] He repeatedly stated that he supports "America First" foreign policy.[580] He supports increasing United States military defense spending,[579] but favors decreasing United States spending on NATO[image: External link] and in the Pacific region.[581] He says America should look inward, stop "nation building", and re-orient its resources toward domestic needs.[578] As a candidate he questioned whether he, as president, would automatically extend security guarantees to NATO members[image: External link],[582] and suggested that he might leave NATO unless changes are made to the alliance.[583] But as president he has re-affirmed the U.S. commitment to NATO.[584]

In order to confront the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria[image: External link] (ISIS), Trump in 2015 called for seizing the oil in ISIS-occupied areas, using U.S. air power and ground troops.[585] In 2016, Trump advocated sending 20,000 to 30,000 U.S. troops to the region,[586][587] a position he later retracted.[588] Regarding the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link], Trump has stated the importance of being a neutral party during potential negotiations, while also having stated that he is "a big fan of Israel".[589] During the campaign he said he would relocate the U.S. embassy in Israel[image: External link] to Jerusalem[image: External link] from its current location, Tel Aviv[image: External link], although he has not pursued that proposal as president.[590] On May 22, 2017, Trump was the first U.S. president to visit the Western Wall[image: External link] in Jerusalem, during his first foreign trip, visiting Israel, Italy[image: External link], the Vatican[image: External link], and Belgium[image: External link].[591]

Both as a candidate and as president, Trump repeatedly said he wants a good relationship with Russia.[592][593] Trump has pledged to hold a summit meeting with Vladimir Putin[image: External link].[594] He added that Russia could help the U.S. in fighting ISIS militants[image: External link].[595] On April 7, 2017, Trump ordered the Shayrat missile strike[image: External link] in retaliation for the chemical weapons attack in Syria.[596]
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 2020 presidential campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2020


Trump signaled his intention to run for a second term by filing with the FEC within hours of assuming the presidency.[597][598] This transformed his 2016 election committee into a 2020 reelection one.[599] Trump marked the official start of the campaign with a campaign rally in Melbourne, Florida[image: External link], on February 18, 2017, less than a month after taking office.[600] By February 1, 2017, the campaign had already raised over $7 million.[601]
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 Awards, honors, and distinctions
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Honorary[image: External link] Doctor of Laws from Lehigh University[image: External link] in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania[image: External link] (1988)[602][603]


	Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters from Wagner College[image: External link] in Staten Island[image: External link], New York (2004)[604][605]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Robert Gordon University[image: External link] in Aberdeen[image: External link], Scotland (2010)[606][607] (revoked in 2015)[608]


	Honorary Doctor of Business Administration from Liberty University[image: External link] in Lynchburg, Virginia[image: External link] (2012)[609][610]


	Honorary Doctor of Laws from Liberty University in Lynchburg, Virginia (2017)[611][612]
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 Organizational recognitions





	The Jewish National Fund[image: External link]'s Tree of Life Award[image: External link] for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (1983)[613]


	
Golden Raspberry Award for Worst Supporting Actor[image: External link] for his role in Ghosts Can't Do It[image: External link] (1990)[614]


	
Gaming Hall of Fame[image: External link] (1995)[615]


	Star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] (2007)[616][617]


	
Muhammad Ali[image: External link] Entrepreneur Award (2007)[618]


	
WWE Hall of Fame[image: External link] (2013)[619]


	
The Algemeiner[image: External link] Liberty Award for contributions to Israel–United States relations. (2015)[620]


	Marine Corps–Law Enforcement Foundation Commandant's Leadership Award. (2015)[621]


	
Time[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link] (2016)

	
Financial Times[image: External link] Person of the Year[image: External link] (2016)
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 State orders and awards





	
Honorary Colonel[image: External link] from Kentucky (2012)[622]


	
Collar of Abdulaziz al Saud[image: External link] from Saudi Arabia[image: External link] (2017)[623]
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 See also





	List of richest American politicians[image: External link]

	Donald Trump on social media
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 Notes






	
^ The number "five" includes the elections of 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, and 2016. Despite their similarities, some of these five elections had peculiar results; e.g. John Quincy Adams[image: External link] trailed in both the national popular vote and the electoral college in 1824 (since no-one had a majority in the electoral college, Adams was chosen by the House of Representatives), and Samuel Tilden[image: External link] in 1876 remains the only losing candidate to win an actual majority of the popular vote (rather than just a plurality).[413][414]


	
^ Grover Cleveland[image: External link] was the 22nd and 24th president[image: External link].[422]
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Ted Cruz






Rafael Edward Cruz /'kru:z /[image: External link] (born December 22, 1970) is an American politician and attorney who has served as the junior[image: External link] United States Senator[image: External link] from Texas since 2013.[3] He was a candidate for the Republican nomination for President of the United States in the 2016 election[image: External link].

Cruz graduated from Princeton University[image: External link], New Jersey, in 1992, and from Harvard Law School[image: External link], Massachusetts, in 1995. From 1999 to 2003, he served in various political appointee positions: the Director of the Office of Policy Planning at the Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] (FTC), an Associate Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] at the United States Department of Justice[image: External link], and a Domestic Policy Advisor to George W. Bush on the 2000 George W. Bush Presidential campaign[image: External link].

Cruz served as Solicitor General[image: External link] of Texas, from 2003 to 2008, appointed by Texas Attorney General[image: External link], Greg Abbott[image: External link]. He was the first Hispanic, and the longest-serving, Solicitor General in Texas history. From 2004 to 2009, Cruz was an Adjunct Professor[image: External link] at the University of Texas School of Law[image: External link] in Austin[image: External link], Texas, where he taught U.S. Supreme Court litigation.

Cruz ran for the Senate seat vacated by fellow Republican Kay Bailey Hutchison[image: External link] and, in July 2012, defeated Lieutenant Governor[image: External link] David Dewhurst[image: External link] during the Republican primary runoff[image: External link], 57–43%. He defeated former State Representative Paul Sadler[image: External link] in the November 2012 general election, winning 56–41%. He is the first Hispanic American[image: External link] to serve as a U.S. Senator representing Texas, and is one of three senators of Cuban[image: External link] descent. He chairs the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Oversight, Federal Rights and Agency Activities[image: External link], and is the Chairman of the Senate Commerce Subcommittee on Space, Science and Competitiveness[image: External link]. In November 2012, he was appointed Vice-Chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee[image: External link].

Cruz began campaigning for the Republican presidential nomination in March 2015.[4] During the primary campaign, his base of support was strongest with "women, white evangelical Protestants, people over the age of 50, and those who identified themselves as conservatives",[5] though he had crossover appeal to other factions within his party, including libertarian conservatives[image: External link] and millennials.[6]

Cruz's victory in the February 2016 Iowa caucuses[image: External link] marked the first time a Hispanic person won a U.S. presidential caucus or primary. He eventually emerged as the main challenger to frontrunner Donald Trump. He suspended his campaign for president on May 3, 2016, after losing the Republican primary in Indiana to Trump.[7]



TOP
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 Early life and family




Rafael Edward Cruz was born on December 22, 1970,[8][9] at Foothills General Hospital[image: External link][10][11] in Calgary, Alberta[image: External link], to parents Eleanor Elizabeth (née Darragh) Wilson and Rafael Bienvenido Cruz y Díaz[image: External link].[12][13][14][15] Cruz's mother was born in Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link]. She is of three-quarters Irish[image: External link] and one-quarter Italian[image: External link] descent. She earned an undergraduate degree[image: External link] in mathematics from Rice University[image: External link] in the 1950s.[16] Cruz' paternal grandfather, Rafael, immigrated to Cuba as an infant with his parents from the Canary Islands[image: External link] of Spain[image: External link].[17] Cruz's father is a Cuban American[image: External link]; he was born in Cuba[image: External link] and grew up in the middle class, leaving Cuba in 1957 to attend the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]. He obtained political asylum[image: External link] in the U.S. after his four-year student visa[image: External link] expired, as the Cuban Revolution[image: External link] had changed the government.[18] He earned Canadian citizenship in 1973.[10] He became a naturalized[image: External link] U.S. citizen in 2005.[14][19][20] Eleanor and Rafael Cruz divorced in 1997.[21]

At the time of his birth, Cruz's parents had lived in Calgary for three years and were working in the oil business as owners of a seismic-data processing[image: External link] firm for oil drilling[image: External link].[14][22][23][24][25] Cruz has said, "I'm the son of two mathematicians/computer programmers."[26] In 1974, his father left the family and moved to Texas.[27] Later that year, his parents reconciled and relocated to Houston.[10] Cruz has two older half-sisters, Miriam Ceferina Cruz and Roxana Lourdes Cruz, from his father's first marriage. Miriam died in 2011.[21][28][29]
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 Education




Cruz attended two private high schools: Faith West Academy[image: External link] in Katy, Texas[image: External link];[30] and Second Baptist High School[image: External link] in Houston, from which he graduated as valedictorian[image: External link] in 1988.[19][31][32] During high school, Cruz participated in a Houston-based group known at the time as the Free Market Education Foundation, a program that taught high school students the philosophies of economists such as Milton Friedman[image: External link] and Frédéric Bastiat[image: External link].[25][33]

Cruz graduated cum laude[image: External link] from Princeton University[image: External link] in 1992 with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in Public Policy[image: External link][34] from the Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs[image: External link].[8][35] While at Princeton, he competed for the American Whig-Cliosophic Society[image: External link]'s Debate Panel[image: External link] and won the top speaker award at both the 1992 U.S. National Debating Championship and the 1992 North American Debating Championship[image: External link].[36] In 1992, he was named U.S. National Speaker of the Year and, with his debate partner David Panton, also Team of the Year by the American Parliamentary Debate Association[image: External link].[36] Cruz and Panton later represented Harvard Law School at the 1995 World Debating Championship, losing in the semi-finals to a team from Australia.[37][38][39] Princeton's debate team named their annual novice championship after Cruz.[39]

Cruz's senior thesis at Princeton investigated the separation of powers; its title, Clipping the Wings of Angels, draws its inspiration from a passage attributed to US President James Madison[image: External link]: "If angels were to govern men, neither external nor internal controls on government would be necessary." Cruz argued that the drafters of the Constitution intended to protect the rights of their constituents, and that the last two items in the Bill of Rights[image: External link] offer an explicit stop against an all-powerful state.[16][40]

After graduating from Princeton, Cruz attended Harvard Law School[image: External link], graduating magna cum laude[image: External link] in 1995 with a Juris Doctor[image: External link] degree.[8][41] While at Harvard Law, he was a primary editor of the Harvard Law Review[image: External link], an executive editor of the Harvard Journal of Law and Public Policy[image: External link], and a founding editor of the Harvard Latino Law Review.[35] Referring to Cruz's time as a student at Harvard Law, Professor Alan Dershowitz[image: External link] said, "Cruz was off-the-charts brilliant".[42][43][44][45] At Harvard Law, Cruz was a John M. Olin Fellow in Law and Economics[image: External link].[46]

Cruz serves on the Board of Advisors of the Texas Review of Law and Politics[image: External link].[47]
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 Legal career
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 Clerkships




Cruz served as a law clerk[image: External link] to J. Michael Luttig[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit[image: External link] in 1995[46][48] and to William Rehnquist[image: External link], Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], in 1996.[8] Cruz was the first Hispanic to clerk for a Chief Justice of the United States.[49]
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 Private practice




After Cruz finished his clerkships, he took a position with Cooper, Carvin & Rosenthal, now known as Cooper & Kirk, LLC[image: External link], from 1997 to 1998.[50] While with the firm, Cruz worked on matters relating to the National Rifle Association[image: External link], and helped prepare testimony for the impeachment proceedings[image: External link] against President Bill Clinton[image: External link].[51] In 1998, Cruz was briefly one of the attorneys who represented Congressman John Boehner[image: External link] during his litigation against Congressman Jim McDermott[image: External link], which concerned the alleged leak of an illegal recording of a phone conversation whose participants included Boehner.[52][53]
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 Bush administration




Cruz joined the George W. Bush presidential campaign[image: External link] in 1999 as a domestic policy adviser, advising then-Governor George W. Bush on a wide range of policy and legal matters, including civil justice, criminal justice, constitutional law, immigration, and government reform.[50]

Cruz assisted in assembling the Bush legal team, devising strategy, and drafting pleadings[image: External link] for filing with the Supreme Court of Florida[image: External link] and U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] in the case Bush v. Gore[image: External link] during the 2000 Florida presidential recounts[image: External link], leading to two wins for the Bush team.[46][54] Cruz recruited future Chief Justice[image: External link] John Roberts[image: External link] and noted attorney Mike Carvin to the Bush legal team.[51]

After Bush took office, Cruz served as an associate deputy attorney general[image: External link] in the U.S. Justice Department[image: External link][8][54] and as the director of policy planning at the U.S. Federal Trade Commission[image: External link].[8][42][54]
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 Texas Solicitor General




Appointed to the office of Solicitor General[image: External link] of Texas by Texas Attorney General[image: External link] Greg Abbott[image: External link],[48][55] Cruz served in that position from 2003 to 2008.[33][46] The office had been established in 1999 to handle appeals involving the state, but Abbott hired Cruz with the idea that Cruz would take a "leadership role in the United States in articulating a vision of strict constructionism[image: External link]". As Solicitor General, Cruz argued before the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link] nine times, winning five cases and losing four.[51]

Cruz has authored 70 U.S. Supreme Court briefs and presented 43 oral arguments, including nine before the United States Supreme Court.[42][48][56] Cruz's record of having argued before the Supreme Court nine times is more than any practicing lawyer in Texas or any current member of Congress.[57] Cruz has commented on his nine cases in front of the U.S. Supreme Court: "We ended up year after year arguing some of the biggest cases in the country. There was a degree of serendipity in that, but there was also a concerted effort to seek out and lead conservative fights."[57]

In 2003, while Cruz was Texas Solicitor General, the Texas Attorney General's office declined to defend Texas' sodomy law[image: External link] in Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link], where the U.S. Supreme Court decided that state laws banning homosexual sex as illegal sodomy were unconstitutional.[58]

In the landmark case of District of Columbia v. Heller[image: External link], Cruz drafted the amicus[image: External link] brief signed by the attorneys general of 31 states, which said that the Washington, D.C. handgun ban should be struck down as infringing upon the Second Amendment[image: External link] right to keep and bear arms[image: External link].[56][59] Cruz also presented oral argument for the amici states in the companion case to Heller before the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link].[56][60]

In addition to his success in Heller, Cruz successfully defended the constitutionality of the Ten Commandments[image: External link] monument on the Texas State Capitol[image: External link] grounds before the Fifth Circuit[image: External link] and the U.S. Supreme Court, winning 5–4 in Van Orden v. Perry[image: External link].[42][46][56]

In 2004, Cruz was involved in the high-profile case surrounding a challenge to the constitutionality of requiring student recitation in public schools of the Pledge of Allegiance[image: External link] (including the words "under God", legally a part of the Pledge since 1954), Elk Grove Unified School District v. Newdow[image: External link].[42][46] He wrote a brief[image: External link] on behalf of all 50 states which argued that the plaintiff, a non-custodial parent, did not have standing to file suit on behalf of his daughter.[61] The Supreme Court upheld the position of Cruz's brief.[62]

Cruz served as lead counsel for the state and successfully defended the multiple litigation challenges to the 2003 Texas congressional redistricting plan in state and federal district courts and before the U.S. Supreme Court, which was decided 5–4 in his favor in League of United Latin American Citizens v. Perry[image: External link].[46][63]

Cruz also successfully defended, in Medellin v. Texas[image: External link], the State of Texas against an attempt to re-open the cases of 51 Mexican nationals, all of whom were convicted of murder in the United States and were on death row.[42][46][48][56] With the support of the George W. Bush Administration[image: External link], the petitioners argued that the United States had violated the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations[image: External link] by failing to notify the convicted nationals of their opportunity to receive legal aid from the Mexican consulate.[51][64] They based their case on a decision of the International Court of Justice[image: External link] in the Avena case[image: External link] which ruled that by failing to allow access to the Mexican consulate, the US had breached its obligations under the Convention.[65] Texas won the case in a 6–3 decision, the Supreme Court holding that ICJ decisions were not binding in domestic law and that the President had no power to enforce them.[51][64]

Michael Wayne Haley was arrested for stealing a calculator from Walmart in 1997.[66] Because Haley had two prior convictions for theft, as well as prior felony convictions for delivery of a controlled substance and attempted robbery, he was sentenced as a habitual offender under Texas law to sixteen and a half years in prison. It later came to light that Haley's robbery offense occurred three days before his conviction on the controlled substance charge was finalized, so the habitual offender statute might not have applied. The habitual offender issue was discovered after Haley had exhausted his appeals. As Solicitor General, Cruz declined to vacate the sentence saying "I think justice is being done because he had a full and fair trial and an opportunity to raise his errors."[67] The Supreme Court later remanded the case to lower courts based on Haley's ineffective assistance of counsel[image: External link] claim. During oral argument, Cruz conceded that Haley had a very strong argument for ineffective assistance of counsel since Haley's attorney failed to recognize the sentencing error and that he would not move to have Haley re-incarcerated during the appeal process.[67] After remand, Haley was re-sentenced to "time served".[68]

Cruz was named by American Lawyer[image: External link] magazine as one of the 50 Best Litigators under 45 in America in 2008,[55][69] by The National Law Journal[image: External link] as one of the 50 Most Influential Minority Lawyers in America also in 2008,[70][71] and in October 2010 by Texas Lawyer as one of the 25 Greatest Texas Lawyers of the Past Quarter Century.[72][73]
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 Return to private practice




After leaving the Solicitor General position in 2008, Cruz worked in a private law firm in Houston, Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP[image: External link], often representing corporate clients, until he was sworn in as U.S. senator from Texas in 2013.[16][46][74] At Morgan Lewis, he led the firm's U.S. Supreme Court and national appellate litigation practice.[74] In 2009 and 2010, he formed and then abandoned a bid for state attorney general when the incumbent Attorney General Greg Abbott, who hired Cruz as Solicitor General, decided to run for re-election.[19]

While at Morgan, Lewis & Bockius, Cruz represented Pfizer[image: External link] in a lawsuit brought by a group of public hospitals and community health centers who accused the drug manufacturer of overcharging. The Supreme Court eventually threw the case out.[75] Shandong Linglong Rubber Company was found guilty of marketing versions of tires that were based on blueprints stolen by a former employee of a Florida businessman and ordered to pay $26 million to the Floridian. Cruz worked on the Chinese company's appellant brief. The appeals court denied the appeal and affirmed the jury's award.[76] Cruz represented drug manufacturer B. Braun Medical Inc.[image: External link] in front of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 6th Circuit[image: External link] after the company was found guilty of wrongfully discharging a former employee. Cruz asserted that she had failed to prove that B. Braun had directed her to violate the law and that she had not presented sufficient evidence that her refusal to violate the law was why she had been fired. The appeals court rejected Cruz's argument and affirmed the $880,000 award.[76] Cruz represented Toyota[image: External link] in an appeal to the Texas Supreme Court in a statute of limitations[image: External link] case, where a judge wanted to investigate Toyota for contempt[image: External link] after a former Toyota in-house lawyer accused Toyota of unlawfully withholding documents in a product liability[image: External link] case.[77] Cruz unsuccessfully argued the judge's jurisdiction expired thirty days after the case was dismissed following an out-of-court settlement, but later won on a second appeal using the same argument.[78]

Cruz defended two record-setting $54-million personal injury awards in New Mexico at the appellate level, including one which had been thrown out by a lower court.[79] Cruz represented a mentally disabled man who was allegedly raped by an employee of the facility where he lived. And in the other case Cruz represented the family of a 78-year-old resident of an Albuquerque nursing home who died of internal bleeding.[79][80] The settlements were sealed in both cases.[79][80]
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 U.S. Senate
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 2012 election




Main article: United States Senate election in Texas, 2012[image: External link]


Cruz's victory in the Republican primary was described by the Washington Post as "the biggest upset of 2012 ... a true grassroots victory against very long odds".[81] On January 19, 2011, after U.S. Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison[image: External link] said she would not seek re-election, Cruz announced his candidacy via a blogger conference call.[82] In the Republican senatorial primary, Cruz ran against sitting Lieutenant Governor David Dewhurst[image: External link]. Cruz was endorsed first by former Alaska Governor Sarah Palin[image: External link][83] and then by the Club for Growth, a fiscally conservative political action committee;[84] Erick Erickson[image: External link], former editor of prominent conservative blog RedState[image: External link];[85] the FreedomWorks[image: External link] for America super PAC[image: External link];[86] nationally syndicated radio host Mark Levin[image: External link];[87] Tea Party Express[image: External link];[88] Young Conservatives of Texas[image: External link];[89] and U.S. Senators Tom Coburn[image: External link],[90] Jim DeMint[image: External link],[91] Mike Lee[image: External link],[92] Rand Paul[93] and Pat Toomey[image: External link].[94] He was also endorsed by former Texas Congressman Ron Paul,[95] George P. Bush[image: External link],[54] and former U.S. senator from Pennsylvania Rick Santorum.[96] Former Attorney General Edwin Meese[image: External link] served as national chairman of Cruz's campaign.[54]

Cruz won the runoff for the Republican nomination with a 14-point margin over Dewhurst.[97] Cruz defeated Dewhurst despite being outspent by Dewhurst who held a statewide elected office.[98] Dewhurst spent $19 million and Cruz spent only $7 million.[98] Dewhurst raised over $30 million and outspent Cruz at a ratio of nearly 3-to-1.[99]

In the November 6 general election, Cruz faced Democratic[image: External link] candidate Paul Sadler[image: External link], an attorney and a former state representative from Henderson[image: External link], in east Texas. Cruz won with 4.5 million votes (56.4%) to Sadler's 3.2 million (40.6%). Two minor candidates garnered the remaining 3% of the vote.[100] According to a poll by Cruz's pollster Wilson Perkins Allen Opinion Research, Cruz received 40% of the Hispanic vote, vs. 60% for Sadler, outperforming Republican Presidential candidate Mitt Romney with the Hispanic vote in Texas.[101][102]

After Time magazine reported on a potential violation of ethics rules by failing to publicly disclose his financial relationship with Caribbean Equity Partners Investment Holdings during the 2012 campaign, Cruz called his failure to disclose these connections an inadvertent omission.[103]

In January 2016, The New York Times reported that Cruz and his wife had taken out low-interest loans from Goldman Sachs (where she worked) and Citibank, and failed to report the nearly $1 million in loans on Federal Election Commission disclosure statements as required by law.[104] Cruz disclosed the loans on his Senate financial disclosure forms in July 2012, but not on the Federal Election Commission form.[105] There is no indication that Cruz's wife had any role in providing any of the loans, or that the banks did anything wrong.[105] The loans were largely repaid by later campaign fundraising. A spokesperson for Cruz said his failure to report the loans to the FEC was "inadvertent" and said he would be filing supplementary paperwork.[104]
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 Legislation




Cruz has sponsored 25 bills of his own, including:[106]


	S.177, a bill to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act and the health-care related provisions of the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010, introduced January 29, 2013

	S.505, a bill to prohibit the use of drones[image: External link] to kill citizens of the United States within the United States, introduced March 7, 2013

	S.729 and S. 730, bills to investigate and prosecute felons and fugitives who illegally purchase firearms, and to prevent criminals from obtaining firearms through straw purchases and trafficking, introduced March 15, 2013

	S.1336, a bill to permit States to require proof of citizenship for registering to vote in federal elections, introduced July 17, 2013

	S.2170, a bill to increase coal, natural gas, and crude oil exports, to approve the construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline[image: External link], to expand oil drilling offshore, onshore, in the National Petroleum Reserve–Alaska[image: External link], and in Indian reservations, to give states the sole power of regulating hydraulic fracturing[image: External link], to repeal the Renewable Fuel Standard[image: External link], to prohibit the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA) from regulating greenhouse gases[image: External link], to require the EPA to assess how new regulations will affect employment, and to earmark natural resource revenue to paying off the federal government's debt, introduced March 27, 2014

	S.2415, a bill to amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971[image: External link] to eliminate all limits on direct campaign contributions to candidates for public office, introduced June 3, 2014
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 Government shutdown of 2013




Cruz was involved with the October 2013 government shutdown[image: External link].[107][108] Cruz gave a 21-hour Senate speech in an effort to hold up a federal budget bill and therefore defund the Affordable Care Act[image: External link].[107][109][110] Cruz persuaded the House of Representatives and House Speaker[image: External link] John Boehner[image: External link] to include an ACA defunding provision in the bill.[108] In the U.S. Senate, former Majority Leader Harry Reid[image: External link] Senate, blocked the filibuster[image: External link] attempt because only eighteen Republican Senators supported the filibuster.[108] To supporters, the move "signaled the depth of Cruz's commitment to rein in government".[107] This move was extremely popular among Cruz supporters, with Rick Manning of Americans for Limited Government[image: External link] naming Cruz "2013 Person of the Year" in an op-ed in The Hill[image: External link], for primarily his filibuster against the Affordable Care Act.[111] Cruz was also named "2013 Man of the Year" by conservative publications TheBlaze[image: External link],[112] FrontPage Magazine[image: External link][113] and The American Spectator[image: External link],[114] "2013 Conservative of the Year" by Townhall.com[image: External link],[115] and "2013 Statesman of the Year" by the Republican Party of Sarasota County, Florida[image: External link].[116][117] He was a finalist for Time magazine's "Person of the Year"[image: External link] in 2013.[118] To critics, including some Republican colleagues[108] such as Senator Lindsey Graham, the move was ineffective.[107]
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 Senate bill 2195




Main article: Public Law 113-100[image: External link]


On April 1, 2014, Cruz introduced Senate bill 2195, a bill that would allow the President of the United States to deny visas[image: External link] to any ambassador to the United Nations[image: External link] who has been found to have been engaged in espionage[image: External link] activities or a terrorist[image: External link] activity against the United States or its allies and may pose a threat to U.S. national security interests.[119] The bill was written in response to Iran[image: External link]'s choice of Hamid Aboutalebi[image: External link] as their ambassador.[120] Aboutalebi was involved in the Iran hostage crisis[image: External link], in which of a number of American diplomats from the US embassy in Tehran were held captive in 1979.[120][121][122]

Under the headline "A bipartisan message to Iran", Cruz thanked President Barack Obama for signing S 2195 into law. The letter, published in the magazine Politico on April 18, 2014, starts with "Thanks to President Obama for joining a unanimous Congress and signing S 2195 into law". Cruz also thanked senators from both political parties for "swiftly passing this legislation and sending it to the White House".[123][124][125]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Committee assignments




According to transcripts as reported by Politico, in his first two years in the Senate, Cruz attended 17 of 50 public Armed Services Committee hearings, 3 of 25 Commerce Committee hearings, 4 of the 12 Judiciary Committee hearings, and missed 21 of 135 roll call votes during the first three months of 2015.[126]


	
Committee on Armed Services[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and Capabilities[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Readiness and Management Support[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Seapower[image: External link]





	
Committee on the Judiciary[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on the Constitution, Civil Rights and Human Rights[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Oversight, Federal Rights and Agency Activities[image: External link] (Chairman)

	Subcommittee on Immigration, Refugees and Border Security[image: External link]





	
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Science and Space[image: External link] (Chairman)





	Committee on Rules and Administration[image: External link]

	Special Committee on Aging[image: External link]
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 Comments on President Obama




In a November 2014 Senate speech, Cruz accused the president of being "openly desirous to destroy the Constitution and this Republic".[127] In the same speech, Cruz invoked the speeches of the ancient Roman senator[image: External link] Cicero[image: External link] against Catiline[image: External link] to denounce Obama's planned executive actions on immigration reform.[127] Classics Professor Jesse Weiner, writing in The Atlantic[image: External link], said that Cruz's analogy was "deeply disquieting" because "In casting Obama in the role of Catiline, Cruz unsubtly suggests that the sitting president was not lawfully elected and is the perpetrator of a violent insurrection to overthrow the government ... In effect, he accuses the president of high treason. Regardless of one's views on immigration reform and the Obama administration at large, this is dangerous rhetoric."[127]

Cruz has repeatedly said that the 2015 international nuclear agreement with Iran "will make the Obama administration the world's leading financier of radical Islamic terrorism".[128] In response, Obama called Cruz's statements an example of "outrageous attacks" from Republican critics that crossed the line of responsible discourse: "We've had a sitting senator, who also happens to be running for President, suggest that I'm the leading state sponsor of terrorism. Maybe this is just an effort to push Mr. Trump out of the headlines, but it's not the kind of leadership that is needed for America right now."[128] Former Republican Presidential Nominee Mitt Romney also criticized Cruz for his remarks, writing that although he, too, was opposed to the Iran agreement, Cruz's statement connecting Obama to terrorism was "way over the line" and "hurts the cause".[129][130]

After the death of Associate Justice[image: External link] Antonin Scalia[image: External link], Cruz expressed his view that the winner of the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link], rather than President Obama, should appoint a new Justice.[131] In June 2016, Cruz blamed the Obama administration for the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link], reasoning that it did not track the perpetrator Omar Mateen[image: External link] properly while he was on the terrorist watch list.[132] Following the terrorist attack[image: External link] on Nice, France[image: External link], Cruz said in a statement that the country was at risk as a result of the Obama administration having a "willful blindness" in regards to radical Islamists.[133] With the passing of Fidel Castro[image: External link] in November, Cruz charged Obama with celebrating and lionizing Castro in public statements he made addressing the death.[134] On December 28, after Secretary of State[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] gave a speech defending the U.S.'s decision to allow a U.N. resolution to pass, which condemned Israeli settlements "on land meant to be part of a future Palestinian state", Cruz denounced the speech as "disgraceful", and that history would preserve both Obama and Kerry as "relentless enemies of Israel". Cruz also accused the Obama administration of having a "radical anti-Israel agenda".[135]
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 Comments on President Trump




In late January, after President Trump announced Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] as his Supreme Court nominee, Cruz praised Gorsuch as "brilliant and immensely talented" in a written statement shortly thereafter.[136] On February 23, while speaking at the 2017 CPAC[image: External link], Cruz showed interest in Trump nominating young justices in the mold of Scalia and Clarence Thomas[image: External link].[137] On March 1, Cruz dubbed Trump's joint address to Congress the previous day as "positive" and "unifying".[138] Cruz said that during his visit to the Mar-a-Lago estate on March 18, he spoke with affiliates of President Trump while negotiating the American Health Care Act[image: External link].[139] On April 6, shortly after the Shayrat missile strike[image: External link], Cruz released a statement displaying his interest in having President Trump appeal to Congress to take "military action in Syria[image: External link]" for the prevention of "radical Islamic terrorist" acquiring weapons stored in Syria.[140]
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 Friction with fellow Republican members of Congress




Cruz has used harsh rhetoric against fellow Republican politicians, and his relationships with various Republican members of Congress have been strained.[141][142] In 2013, Cruz referred to Republicans who he thought were insufficiently resistant to the proposals of President Obama as a "surrender caucus".[141] Cruz also called fellow Republicans out as "squishes" on gun-control issues during a Tea Party rally.[141] Cruz's role in the United States federal government shutdown of 2013[image: External link] in particular attracted criticism from a number of Republican colleagues.[142] Republican Senator John McCain is reported to particularly dislike Cruz; in a Senate floor speech in 2013, McCain denounced Cruz's reference to Nazis[image: External link] when discussing the Affordable Care Act[image: External link].[142] In March 2013, McCain also called Cruz and others "wacko birds" whose beliefs are not "reflective of the views of the majority of Republicans".[142] During the 2016 Republican presidential primaries, John Boehner described Cruz as "Lucifer in the flesh",[143] while during an interview, Lindsey Graham was quoted as saying "If you killed Ted Cruz on the floor of the Senate, and the trial was in the Senate, nobody would convict you."[144]

In a heated Senate floor speech in July 2015, Cruz accused Senate Republican Leader Mitch McConnell[image: External link] of telling "a flat-out lie" over his intentions to reauthorize the Export-Import Bank of the United States[image: External link], which Cruz opposes. "What we just saw today was an absolute demonstration that not only what he told every Republican senator, but what he told the press over and over and over again was a simple lie", Cruz said of Senate Republican Leader McConnell.[145] Cruz's "incendiary outburst" was "unusual in the cordial atmosphere of the Senate", according to Reuters[image: External link].[145][146] In the same speech, Cruz assailed the "Republican majority in both houses of Congresses" for what Cruz termed an insufficiently conservative record.[146] Cruz's speech, and especially his accusation against McConnell, was condemned by various senior Republican senators, with John McCain saying that the speech was "outside the realm of Senate behavior" and "a very wrong thing to do".[147] Orrin Hatch[image: External link] expressed a similar opinion: "I don't condone the use of that kind of language against another senator unless they can show definitive proof that there was a lie ... And I know the leader didn't lie."[148] Cruz had alleged that McConnell scheduled a vote on the Ex-Im Bank as part of a deal to persuade Democrats like Maria Cantwell[image: External link] to stop blocking a trade bill, whereas McConnell denied there was any "deal", and that denial is what Cruz termed a "lie"; Hatch says McConnell did pledge to help Cantwell get a vote on the Ex-Im Bank.[149]

Among Cruz's few close allies in the Senate is Mike Lee[image: External link] of Utah.[150][151] Cruz has expressed pride in his reputation for having few allies, saying in June 2015 that he has been vilified for fighting "the Washington cartel".[152]

When Boehner announced in September 2015 that he would step down and resign from the House, Cruz expressed his concern that before resigning Boehner may have "cut a deal with Nancy Pelosi to fund the Obama administration for the rest of its tenure".[153] The following month, the budget agreement passed in the House by a vote of 266 to 187, with unanimous support from Democrats and from Boehner, lifting the debt ceiling through March 2017, and Cruz called the agreement "complete and utter surrender".[154]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: Ted Cruz presidential campaign, 2016


Further information: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link] and Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016


As early as 2013, Cruz was widely expected to run for the presidency in 2016.[155][156][157] On March 14, 2013, he gave the keynote speech at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference[image: External link] (CPAC) in Washington DC.[158] He tied for 7th place in the 2013 CPAC straw poll on March 16, winning 4% of the votes cast.[159] In October 2013, Cruz won the Values Voter Summit[image: External link] presidential straw poll with 42% of the vote.[160] Cruz finished first in two presidential straw polls conducted in 2014 with 30.33% of the vote at the Republican Leadership Conference[image: External link][161] and 43% of the vote at the Republican Party of Texas[image: External link] state convention.[162]

Cruz did speaking events in mid-2013 across Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina, all early primary states, leading to speculation that he was laying the groundwork for a run for President in 2016[image: External link].[163] Legal analyst Jeffrey Toobin[image: External link] described Cruz as the first potential presidential candidate to emphasize originalism[image: External link] as a major national issue.[51]

On April 12, 2014, Cruz spoke at the Freedom Summit, an event organized by Americans for Prosperity[image: External link] and Citizens United[image: External link].[164] The event was attended by several potential presidential candidates.[165] In his speech, Cruz mentioned that Latinos, young people and single mothers are the people most affected by the recession, and that the Republican Party should make outreach efforts to these constituents. He also said that the words "growth and opportunity" should be tattooed on the hands of every Republican politician.[164]

On March 23, 2015, Cruz announced his 2016 presidential candidacy for the GOP primaries and caucuses, in a morning speech delivered at Liberty University[image: External link] in Lynchburg, Virginia[image: External link].[166] Also, at the same hour, he posted on his Twitter page: "I'm running for President and I hope to earn your support!"[167] He was the first announced major Republican presidential candidate for the 2016 campaign[image: External link].[168][169] During the primary campaign, his base of support was mainly among social conservatives[image: External link], though he had crossover appeal to other factions within his party, including in particular libertarian conservatives[image: External link].[170][171]

HarperCollins[image: External link] published Cruz's book A Time for Truth: Reigniting the Promise of America on June 30, 2015.[172] The book reached the bestseller list of several organizations in its first week of release.[173][174]
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 Primary wins




In the 2016 Republican presidential primaries, Cruz received over 7.8 million votes,[175][176] won 12 states, and earned 559 delegates.[177] He raised nearly $92 million, a record for a GOP primary candidate, much of it from small online donors and had 325,000 volunteers.[178]

On February 1, 2016, Cruz won the Iowa caucuses.[179] The Iowa win made him the first Hispanic to win either a presidential primary election or caucus.[179][180][181] Cruz received 28% of the vote.[181] On February 10, 2016, Cruz placed third in the New Hampshire primary, with about 12% of the vote.[182] On February 21, 2016, he placed third in the South Carolina Republican primary with about 22.3% of the vote.[183]

On March 1, 2016, Super Tuesday primary day, Cruz won Texas by 17%, along with Alaska and Oklahoma, providing him with four state primary victories total.[184] In the Texas primary, Cruz received the most votes in all but six of the state's 254 counties.[185] On March 5, 2016, Cruz won the Kansas and Maine caucuses, giving him six statewide wins.[186][187][188]

Cruz won his widest margin up to that point in Kansas, where he beat frontrunner Donald Trump by 25 points.[189] With his victories over Trump in Texas, Kansas, and Maine, Cruz established himself as the candidate with the best opportunity to defeat Trump, the leading contender for the nomination.[190][191]

On March 8, 2016, Cruz won the Idaho primary with 45% of vote—defeating Trump by 17% and earning his seventh statewide victory.[192] He placed second in Michigan, Mississippi, and Hawaii.[192] On March 12, 2016, Cruz won the Wyoming county conventions with 67% of the vote and 9 delegates, giving him his eighth statewide win.[193]

On March 22, 2016, Cruz won the Utah Caucus with 69.2% of the vote, versus John Kasich with 16.8% and Donald Trump with 14%.[194] Because Cruz surpassed the 50% winner-take-all threshold, he won all 40 of Utah[image: External link]'s delegates. This win was his ninth. On April 3, 2016, North Dakota elected a slate of delegates that was dominated by pro-Cruz delegates. Cruz received the support of the majority of the delegates.[195]

On April 6, 2016, Cruz won the Wisconsin primary with 48.2% of the vote, with Trump receiving 35.1%. It was Cruz's tenth statewide win. Cruz won 36 of the possible 42 delegates available in Wisconsin. Trump received the other 6 delegates. On April 2 and 7–9, 2016, Cruz swept the Colorado congressional district and state conventions taking all 34 delegates.[196][197][198][199] This gave Cruz his eleventh state win. On April 16, 2016, Cruz won all 14 of Wyoming's at-large delegates in the state convention. This secured the majority of state delegates giving Cruz his twelfth state win.[200]
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 Citizenship




Main article: Ted Cruz presidential campaign, 2016 § Eligibility[image: External link]


Further information: Natural-born-citizen clause[image: External link]


Cruz has stated that when he was a child, his mother told him that she would have to make an affirmative act to claim Canadian citizenship[image: External link] for him, so his family assumed that he did not hold Canadian citizenship.[201] In August 2013, after the Dallas Morning News pointed out that Cruz had dual Canadian-American citizenship[image: External link],[202][203] he applied to formally renounce his Canadian citizenship and ceased being a citizen of Canada on May 14, 2014.[201][204]

Several lawsuits and ballot challenges asserting that Cruz is ineligible have been filed.[205][206][207][208][209][210][211] No lawsuit or challenge has been successful, and in February 2016, the Illinois Board of Elections ruled in Cruz's favor, stating, "The candidate is a natural born citizen by virtue of being born in Canada to his mother who was a U.S. citizen at the time of his birth."[212]
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 Running mate




On April 27, 2016, Cruz announced that, if he were selected as the party's nominee, he would choose former CEO[image: External link] of HP and fellow 2016 Republican presidential candidate Carly Fiorina as his vice-presidential running mate.[213]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Suspension




Shortly after losing overwhelmingly to Trump in the Indiana primary on May 3, 2016, Cruz officially announced his decision to suspend his campaign.[214]
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 After candidacy




Shortly after the campaign's end, Cruz indicated that he would be interested in restarting the bid if he were successful in the Nebraska primary,[215] which Trump instead won.[216]

In the months following, several publications noted that Cruz still had not endorsed Trump,[217][218] Cruz explaining in June that he was "watching and assessing" to determine if he would support him in the forthcoming general election.[219] On July 7, after a meeting with Trump, Cruz confirmed that he would be speaking at the 2016 Republican National Convention.[220] In his speech on July 20, the third day of the convention, Cruz congratulated Trump but did not endorse him and told listeners to "vote your conscience, vote for candidates up and down the ticket who you trust to defend our freedom and to be faithful to the Constitution". The speech was met with boos and a negative reception among the crowd.[221] The following day at the Texas Republican delegation breakfast, Cruz defended his choice to not endorse Trump: "I am not in the habit of supporting people who attack my wife and attack my father. That pledge was not a blanket commitment that if you go and slander and attack Heidi, that I'm going to nonetheless come like a servile puppy dog and say, 'Thank you very much for maligning my wife and maligning my father.'"[222][223] Two months later, on September 23, 2016, Cruz publicly endorsed Trump for president.[224]

On October 10, following the 2005 audio recording of Trump being released and several Republicans retracting their endorsements, Cruz reaffirmed his support, citing Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton as being "manifestly unfit to be President".[225] On November 15, Cruz met with President-elect Trump at the Trump Tower in New York City[image: External link]. It had been reported that Trump was considering Cruz for the position of U.S. Attorney General[image: External link], but the position ultimately went to Alabama[image: External link] Senator Jeff Sessions[image: External link].[226] On November 28, in light of Trump showing a softer tone on his campaign promises, Cruz warned that justified backlash could ensue if he strayed from them.[227]
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 Political positions




Main article: Political positions of Ted Cruz
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 Domestic affairs




On abortion[image: External link], Cruz is "strongly pro-life[image: External link]" and "would allow the procedure only when a pregnancy endangers the mother's life".[228][229] He is in favor of cutting federal funding to Planned Parenthood[image: External link].[230]

Cruz opposes both same-sex marriage[image: External link] and civil unions[image: External link].[231] He believes that marriage should be legally defined as only "between one man and one woman",[232] but believes that the legality of same-sex marriage should be left to each state to decide[image: External link].[233] Cruz referred to the Supreme Court's decision[image: External link] legalizing same-sex marriage nationwide as "among the darkest hours of our nation" and accused the court of judicial activism[image: External link].[234]

In 2015, Cruz voted in favor of the USA Freedom Act[image: External link], which reauthorized the USA Patriot Act[image: External link] but reformed some of its provisions.[235][236]

Cruz is a proponent of school choice[image: External link][237] and opposes the Common Core State Standards Initiative[image: External link].[238] Cruz is a strong critic of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (the ACA or "Obamacare"). He has sponsored legislation that would repeal the health care reform law and its amendments in the Health Care and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010[image: External link].

Cruz is a gun-rights[image: External link] supporter.[239] Cruz adopted a "hard-line stance" on immigration issues during the 2014 border crisis[image: External link][240] and is an opponent of comprehensive immigration reform.[51][240] Cruz advocates for an increase from 65,000 to 325,000 annually in skilled foreign workers entering the United States using H-1B visas.[241]

Cruz opposes the legalization of marijuana[image: External link], but believes it should be decided at the state level.[242] Following the legalization of marijuana in Colorado he stated that, "If the citizens of Colorado decide they want to go down that road, that's their prerogative. I personally don't agree with it, but that's their right."[243]

Cruz opposes net neutrality[image: External link], arguing that the Internet economy has flourished in the United States simply because it has remained largely free from government regulation.[244]
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 Crime




Cruz has called for an end to "overcriminalization, harsh mandatory minimum sentences, and the demise of jury trials".[245] He supports the death penalty[image: External link]. In his 2012 Senate campaign, Cruz frequently mentioned his role as counsel for the State of Texas in Medellín v. Texas[image: External link], a 2008 case in which the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] found that Texas has the legal right to ignore an order[image: External link] from the International Court of Justice[image: External link] directing the U.S. to review the convictions and sentences of dozens of Mexican nationals on death row.[246] Cruz has referred to Medellín as the most important case of his tenure as Texas solicitor general.[246]

In an interview with radio host Hugh Hewitt[image: External link] discussing the attack that killed three people at a Planned Parenthood[image: External link] clinic in Colorado Springs, Cruz said that "the simple and undeniable fact is the overwhelming majority of violent criminals are Democrats", and that the reason Democrats are soft on crime, is that convicted felons tend to vote Democratic.[247]

In August 2015, in the wake of the ambush death of a Texas police officer who was gunned down while filling up at a gas station, Cruz said that police are "feeling the assault from the President, from the top on down, as we see – whether it's in Ferguson[image: External link] or Baltimore, the response from senior officials, the President or the Attorney General, is to vilify law enforcement. That's wrong. It's fundamentally wrong. It's endangering all of our safety and security."[248]
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 Economy




Cruz has been described by the Cato Institute[image: External link]'s Center for Trade Policy Studies as a "free trader"[249] and as a "free-trade advocate" by the Wall Street Journal.[250] In 2013, Cruz proposed the abolition of the IRS[image: External link] and the implementation of a flat tax[image: External link] "where the average American can fill out taxes on a postcard".[251] Cruz is "adamantly opposed to a higher minimum wage[image: External link]".[252]

Cruz wants to decrease the size of the government significantly. In addition to eliminating the IRS as described above, he has promised to eliminate four other cabinet-level agencies. Cruz proposes to eliminate the Department of Energy, the Department of Education, Department of Commerce, and the Department of Housing and Urban Development.[253]

Cruz is a supporter of TransCanada[image: External link]'s Keystone XL Pipeline[image: External link],[254] and along with every other Republican senator was a cosponsor of legislation in support of the pipeline.[255]
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 Environment




Cruz rejects the scientific consensus on climate change[image: External link].[256][257] He has said that "the scientific evidence doesn't support global warming".[258] He has also stated: "They call anyone who questions the science who even points to the satellite data – they call you a, quote, 'denier'. Denier is not the language of science. Denier is the language of religion. It is heretic. You are a blasphemer. It's treated as a theology. But it's about power and money. At the end of the day, it's not complicated. This is liberal politicians who want government power."[258] In March 2015, he said that some people are "global warming alarmists" and, citing satellite temperature measurements[image: External link], said that there had been no significant warming in 18 years.[257][258][259]

Cruz voted against the Water Resources Development Act[image: External link] of 2013 that would have created the National Endowment for the Oceans and authorized more than $26 billion in projects to be built by the Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link], at least $16 billion of which would have come from federal taxpayers.[260][261] Cruz voted against the bill because it neglected "to reduce a substantial backlog of projects, to the detriment of projects with national implications, such as the Sabine–Neches Waterway[image: External link]".[262] Cruz stated that the Corps' responsibilities were expanded without providing adequate measures for state participation.[262] Proponents of the bill argued that it would provide steady funding to support research and restoration projects, funded primarily by dedicating 12.5% of revenues from offshore energy development, including oil, gas, and renewable energy, through offshore lease sales and production based royalty payments, distributed through a competitive grant program.[263]

In 2017, Cruz was one of 22 senators to sign a letter[264] to President Donald Trump urging the President to have the United States withdraw from the Paris Agreement[image: External link]. According to the Center for Responsive Politics, Cruz has received more than $2.5 million from oil, gas and coal interests since 2012.[265]
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 Foreign affairs




Cruz has been an adamant opponent of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], a 2015 international nuclear agreement with Iran[image: External link] negotiated by the U.S. and other world powers[image: External link], calling it "catastrophic" and "disastrous".[266][267]

Cruz is a critic of the rapprochement between Cuba and the United States[image: External link], saying on Fox News[image: External link] in December 2014 that the thaw in relations was a "manifestation of the failures of the Obama-Clinton-Kerry foreign policy" that "will be remembered as a tragic mistake".[268]

In 2013, Cruz stated that America had no "dog in the fight" during the Syrian Civil War[image: External link] and stated that America's armed forces should not serve as " al-Qaeda[image: External link]'s air force".[269] In 2014, Cruz criticized the Obama administration: "The president's foreign policy team utterly missed the threat of ISIS[image: External link], indeed, was working to arm Syrian rebels that were fighting side by side with ISIS", calling ISIS "the face of evil".[270] In a statement opposing US intervention for regime change in Syria, Cruz said, "If President Obama and Hillary Clinton and Sen. Rubio succeed in toppling [Syrian President Bashar] Assad[image: External link], the result will be the radical Islamic terrorists will take over Syria, that Syria will be controlled by ISIS, and that is materially worse for U.S. national security interests."[271]

In early January 2017, Cruz, along with Texas governor Greg Abbott[image: External link] and some others met with the Taiwanese president[image: External link], Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link]. Cruz criticized the People's Republic of China[image: External link] after it reportedly made a statement asking members of Congress not to meet with Ing-wen.[272][273][274]

In September 2016, Cruz backed the Obama administration's plan to sell more than $1.15 billion worth of weapons to Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[275]
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 Personal life




Cruz married Heidi Nelson[image: External link] in 2001.[276] The couple has two daughters, Caroline and Catherine.[277] Cruz met his wife while working on the George W. Bush presidential campaign of 2000[image: External link]. She took leave from her position as head of the Southwest Region in the Investment Management Division of Goldman, Sachs & Co.[image: External link] in 2016. She previously worked in the White House[image: External link] for Condoleezza Rice[image: External link] and in New York as an investment banker[image: External link].[278]

Cruz has joked, "I'm Cuban, Irish, and Italian, and yet somehow I ended up Southern Baptist."[279]
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 Electoral history




Main article: United States Senate election in Texas, 2012[image: External link]



	2012 Republican primary





	Republican primary results, May 29, 2012



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	David Dewhurst[image: External link]
	624,170
	44.6



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz
	479,079
	34.2



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Tom Leppert[image: External link]
	186,675
	13.3



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Craig James[image: External link]
	50,211
	3.6



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Glenn Addison
	22,888
	1.6



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Lela Pittenger
	18,028
	1.3



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ben Gambini
	7,193
	0.5



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Curt Cleaver
	6,649
	0.5



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Joe Argis
	4,558
	0.3



	Total votes
	1,399,451
	100





	2012 Republican primary runoff





	Republican runoff results, July 31, 2012



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz
	631,316
	56.8



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	David Dewhurst
	480,165
	43.2



	Total votes
	1,111,481
	100





	2012 general election





	United States Senate election in Texas, 2012



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Ted Cruz
	4,456,599
	56.60%
	-5.10%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Paul Sadler
	3,183,314
	40.50%
	+4.50%



	
	Libertarian
	John Jay Myers
	161,462
	2.10%
	-0.2%



	
	Green[image: External link]
	David Collins
	67,791
	0.9%
	



	Majority
	1,273,285
	16.10%
	



	Turnout[image: External link]
	7,869,166
	
	



	
	Republican[image: External link] hold
	Swing[image: External link]
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 See also





	List of foreign-born United States politicians[image: External link]

	Legal challenges to the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link]

	List of Hispanic and Latino Americans in the United States Congress[image: External link]
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This article is about the U.S. state. For other uses, see Texas (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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	Population
	Ranked 2nd[image: External link]



	 • Total
	27,862,596 (2016 est)[4]




	 •  Density[image: External link]

	103.7/sq mi  (40.0/km2)

Ranked 26th[image: External link]




	 • Median household income[image: External link]

	$56,473 [5] (26th)
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	 • Highest point
	
Guadalupe Peak[image: External link][6][7][8]

8,751 ft (2667.4 m)
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John Cornyn[image: External link] ( R[image: External link])

Ted Cruz ( R[image: External link])



	U.S. House delegation[image: External link]
	25 Republicans,

11 Democrats[image: External link] ( list[image: External link])



	Time zones[image: External link]
	 



	 • most of state
	
Central[image: External link]: UTC[image: External link] −6[image: External link]/ −5[image: External link]




	 • El Paso[image: External link], Hudspeth[image: External link], and northwestern Culberson[image: External link] counties
	
Mountain[image: External link]: UTC[image: External link] −7[image: External link]/ −6[image: External link]
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	Abbreviations
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	Website
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	Living insignia
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Northern mockingbird[image: External link] (Mimus polyglottos)
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Texas (/'tekses /[image: External link], local /'teksz /[image: External link]; Spanish[image: External link]: Texas or Tejas [ˈtexas][image: External link]) is the second largest state in the United States by both area[image: External link] and population[image: External link]. Geographically located in the South Central region[image: External link] of the country, Texas shares borders with the U.S. states of Louisiana[image: External link] to the east, Arkansas to the northeast, Oklahoma to the north, New Mexico[image: External link] to the west, and the Mexican states[image: External link] of Chihuahua[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Nuevo León[image: External link], and Tamaulipas[image: External link] to the southwest, while the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] is to the southeast.

Houston is the most populous city[image: External link] in Texas and the fourth largest[image: External link] in the U.S., while San Antonio[image: External link] is the second most populous in the state and seventh largest in the U.S. Dallas–Fort Worth[image: External link] and Greater Houston[image: External link] are the fourth and fifth largest metropolitan statistical areas[image: External link] in the country, respectively. Other major cities include Austin[image: External link], the second most populous state capital[image: External link] in the U.S., and El Paso[image: External link]. Texas is nicknamed "The Lone Star State" to signify its former status as an independent republic, and as a reminder of the state's struggle for independence from Mexico[image: External link]. The "Lone Star" can be found on the Texas state flag and on the Texan state seal.[9] The origin of Texas's name is from the word "Tejas," which means "friends" in the Caddo[image: External link] language.[10]

Due to its size and geologic features such as the Balcones Fault[image: External link], Texas contains diverse landscapes[image: External link] that resemble both the U.S. Southern and Southwestern regions[image: External link].[11] Although Texas is popularly associated with the U.S. southwestern deserts[image: External link], less than 10% of Texas' land area is desert[image: External link].[12] Most of the population centers are located in areas of former prairies[image: External link], grasslands[image: External link], forests[image: External link], and the coastline[image: External link]. Traveling from east to west, one can observe terrain that ranges from coastal swamps[image: External link] and piney woods[image: External link], to rolling plains and rugged hills, and finally the desert[image: External link] and mountains of the Big Bend[image: External link].

The term "six flags over Texas[image: External link]"[note 1] refers to several nations that have ruled over the territory. Spain was the first European country to claim the area[image: External link] of Texas. France held a short-lived colony[image: External link]. Mexico controlled the territory until 1836 when Texas won its independence, becoming an independent Republic[image: External link]. In 1845,[13] Texas joined the union as the 28th state. The state's annexation[image: External link] set off a chain of events that led to the Mexican–American War[image: External link] in 1846. A slave state[image: External link] before the American Civil War[image: External link], Texas declared its secession from the U.S. in early 1861, and officially joined the Confederate States of America[image: External link] on March 2 of the same year. After the Civil War and the restoration of its representation in the federal government, Texas entered a long period of economic stagnation.

One Texan industry that thrived after the Civil War was cattle[image: External link]. Due to its long history as a center of the industry, Texas is associated with the image of the cowboy[image: External link]. The state's economic fortunes changed in the early 20th century, when oil[image: External link] discoveries[image: External link] initiated an economic boom[image: External link] in the state. With strong investments in universities, Texas developed a diversified economy[image: External link] and high tech[image: External link] industry in the mid-20th century. As of 2015, it is second on the list of the most Fortune 500[image: External link] companies with 54.[14] With a growing base of industry, the state leads in many industries, including agriculture, petrochemicals[image: External link], energy[image: External link], computers[image: External link] and electronics[image: External link], aerospace[image: External link], and biomedical sciences[image: External link]. Texas has led the nation in export revenue since 2002 and has the second-highest[image: External link] gross state product[image: External link].
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 Etymology




The name Texas, based on the Caddo word[image: External link] tejas meaning "friends" or "allies", was applied by the Spanish to the Caddo[image: External link] themselves and to the region of their settlement in East Texas[image: External link].[15]

During Spanish colonial rule, the area was officially known as the Nuevo Reino de Filipinas: La Provincia de Texas.[16]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Texas[image: External link]


Texas is the second largest[image: External link] U.S. state, behind Alaska, with an area of 268,820 square miles (696,200 km2). Though 10 percent larger than France[image: External link] and almost twice as large as Germany or Japan, it ranks only 27th worldwide amongst country subdivisions by size[image: External link]. If it were an independent country, Texas would be the 40th largest[image: External link] behind Chile[image: External link] and Zambia[image: External link].

Texas is in the south central[image: External link] part of the United States of America. Three of its borders are defined by rivers. The Rio Grande[image: External link] forms a natural border with the Mexican states of Chihuahua[image: External link], Coahuila[image: External link], Nuevo León[image: External link], and Tamaulipas[image: External link] to the south. The Red River[image: External link] forms a natural border with Oklahoma and Arkansas to the north. The Sabine River[image: External link] forms a natural border with Louisiana to the east. The Texas Panhandle[image: External link] has an eastern border with Oklahoma at 100° W[image: External link], a northern border with Oklahoma at 36°30' N[image: External link] and a western border with New Mexico at 103° W[image: External link]. El Paso[image: External link] lies on the state's western tip at 32° N[image: External link] and the Rio Grande.[17]

With 10 climatic regions[image: External link], 14 soil regions[image: External link] and 11 distinct ecological regions[image: External link], regional classification becomes problematic with differences in soils, topography, geology, rainfall, and plant and animal communities.[18] One classification system divides Texas, in order from southeast to west, into the following: Gulf Coastal Plains[image: External link], Interior Lowlands, Great Plains[image: External link], and Basin and Range Province.

The Gulf Coastal Plains region wraps around the Gulf of Mexico on the southeast section of the state. Vegetation in this region consists of thick piney woods. The Interior Lowlands region consists of gently rolling to hilly forested land and is part of a larger pine-hardwood forest.

The Great Plains region in central Texas is located in spans through the state's panhandle[image: External link] and Llano Estacado[image: External link] to the state's hill country[image: External link] near Austin. This region is dominated by prairie[image: External link] and steppe[image: External link]. "Far West Texas" or the " Trans-Pecos[image: External link]" region is the state's Basin and Range Province. The most varied of the regions, this area includes Sand Hills, the Stockton Plateau, desert valleys, wooded mountain slopes and desert grasslands.

Texas has 3,700 named streams and 15 major rivers,[19][20] with the Rio Grande[image: External link] as the largest. Other major rivers include the Pecos[image: External link], the Brazos[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link], and Red River[image: External link]. While Texas has few natural lakes, Texans have built over 100 artificial reservoirs[image: External link].[21]

The size and unique history of Texas make its regional affiliation debatable; it can be fairly considered a Southern or a Southwestern state, or both. The vast geographic, economic, and cultural diversity within the state itself prohibits easy categorization of the whole state into a recognized region of the United States[image: External link]. Notable extremes range from East Texas[image: External link] which is often considered an extension of the Deep South[image: External link], to Far West Texas[image: External link] which is generally acknowledged to be part of the interior Southwest[image: External link].[22]
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 Geology




Main article: Geology of Texas[image: External link]


Texas is the southernmost part of the Great Plains, which ends in the south against the folded Sierra Madre Occidental[image: External link] of Mexico. The continental crust[image: External link] forms a stable Mesoproterozoic[image: External link] craton[image: External link] which changes across a broad continental margin and transitional crust into true oceanic crust[image: External link] of the Gulf of Mexico. The oldest rocks in Texas date from the Mesoproterozoic and are about 1,600 million years old.

These Precambrian[image: External link] igneous[image: External link] and metamorphic rocks[image: External link] underlie most of the state, and are exposed in three places: Llano[image: External link] uplift, Van Horn[image: External link], and the Franklin Mountains[image: External link], near El Paso. Sedimentary rocks[image: External link] overlay most of these ancient rocks. The oldest sediments were deposited on the flanks of a rifted continental margin, or passive margin[image: External link] that developed during Cambrian[image: External link] time.

This margin existed until Laurasia[image: External link] and Gondwana[image: External link] collided in the Pennsylvanian[image: External link] subperiod to form Pangea[image: External link]. This is the buried crest of the Appalachian Mountains[image: External link]–Ouachita Mountains[image: External link] zone of Pennsylvanian continental collision[image: External link]. This orogenic[image: External link] crest is today buried beneath the Dallas– Waco[image: External link]—Austin–San Antonio trend.

The late Paleozoic[image: External link] mountains collapsed as rifting[image: External link] in the Jurassic[image: External link] period began to open the Gulf of Mexico. Pangea began to break up in the Triassic[image: External link], but seafloor spreading[image: External link] to form the Gulf of Mexico occurred only in the mid and late Jurassic[image: External link]. The shoreline shifted again to the eastern margin of the state and the Gulf of Mexico passive margin began to form. Today 9 to 12 miles (14 to 19 km) of sediments are buried beneath the Texas continental shelf and a large proportion of remaining US oil reserves[image: External link] are located here. At the start of its formation, the incipient Gulf of Mexico basin was restricted and seawater often evaporated completely to form thick evaporite[image: External link] deposits of Jurassic age. These salt deposits formed salt dome[image: External link] diapirs[image: External link], and are found in East Texas along the Gulf coast.[23]

East Texas outcrops consist of Cretaceous[image: External link] and Paleogene[image: External link] sediments which contain important deposits of Eocene[image: External link] lignite[image: External link]. The Mississippian and Pennsylvanian sediments in the north; Permian sediments in the west; and Cretaceous sediments in the east, along the Gulf coast and out on the Texas continental shelf[image: External link] contain oil. Oligocene[image: External link] volcanic[image: External link] rocks are found in far west Texas in the Big Bend[image: External link] area. A blanket of Miocene[image: External link] sediments known as the Ogallala formation[image: External link] in the western high plains region is an important aquifer[image: External link].[24] Located far from an active plate tectonic[image: External link] boundary, Texas has no volcanoes[image: External link] and few earthquakes.[25]
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 Wildlife




See also: List of mammals of Texas[image: External link], List of birds of Texas[image: External link], List of reptiles of Texas[image: External link], and List of amphibians of Texas[image: External link]


A wide range of animals and insects live in Texas. It is the home to 65 species of mammals, 213 species of reptiles and amphibians, and the greatest diversity of bird life in the United States—590 native species in all.[26] At least 12 species have been introduced and now reproduce freely in Texas.[27]

Texas plays host to several species of wasps. Texas is one of the regions that has the highest abundance of Polistes exclamans[image: External link].[28] Additionally, Texas has provided an important ground for the study of Polistes annularis[image: External link].

During the spring Texas wildflowers[image: External link] such as the state flower, the bluebonnet[image: External link], line highways throughout Texas. During the Johnson Administration the first lady, Lady Bird Johnson[image: External link], worked to draw attention to Texas wildflowers.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Climate




Main article: Climate of Texas[image: External link]


The large size of Texas and its location at the intersection of multiple climate zones[image: External link] gives the state highly variable weather. The Panhandle[image: External link] of the state has colder winters than North Texas, while the Gulf Coast has mild winters. Texas has wide variations in precipitation patterns. El Paso, on the western end of the state, averages 8.7 inches (220 mm) of annual rainfall,[29] while parts of southeast Texas average as much as 64 inches (1,600 mm) per year.[30] Dallas in the North Central region averages a more moderate 37 inches (940 mm) per year.

Snow falls multiple times each winter in the Panhandle and mountainous areas of West Texas, once or twice a year in North Texas, and once every few years in Central and East Texas. Snow falls south of San Antonio or on the coast in rare circumstances only. Of note is the 2004 Christmas Eve snowstorm[image: External link], when 6 inches (150 mm) of snow fell as far south as Kingsville[image: External link], where the average high temperature in December is 65 °F.[31]

Maximum temperatures in the summer months average from the 80s ° F[image: External link] (26 °C) in the mountains of West Texas and on Galveston Island[image: External link] to around 100 °F (38 °C) in the Rio Grande Valley[image: External link], but most areas of Texas see consistent summer high temperatures in the 90 °F (32 °C) range.

Night-time summer temperatures range from the upper 50s °F (14 °C) in the West Texas mountains[32] to 80 °F (27 °C) in Galveston.[33]

The table below consists of averages for August (generally the warmest month) and January (generally the coldest) in selected cities in various regions of the state. El Paso and Amarillo are exceptions with July and December respectively being the warmest and coldest months respectively, but with August and January only being narrowly different.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in Texas



	Location
	August (°F)
	August (°C)
	January (°F)
	January (°C)



	Houston[image: External link]
	94/75
	34/24
	63/42
	17/6



	San Antonio[image: External link]
	96/74
	35/23
	63/40
	17/5



	Dallas[image: External link]
	96/77
	36/25
	57/37
	16/3



	Austin[image: External link]
	97/74
	36/23
	61/45
	16/5



	El Paso[image: External link]
	92/67
	33/21
	57/32
	14/0



	Laredo[image: External link]
	100/77
	37/25
	67/46
	19/7



	Amarillo[image: External link]
	89/64
	32/18
	50/23
	10/–4



	Brownsville[image: External link]
	94/76
	34/24
	70/51
	21/11
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 Storms




Thunderstorms[image: External link] strike Texas often, especially the eastern and northern portions of the state. Tornado Alley[image: External link] covers the northern section of Texas. The state experiences the most tornadoes[image: External link] in the United States, an average of 139 a year. These strike most frequently in North Texas and the Panhandle.[35] Tornadoes in Texas generally occur in the months of April, May, and June.[36]

Some of the most destructive hurricanes in U.S. history have impacted Texas. A hurricane in 1875 killed about 400 people in Indianola[image: External link], followed by another hurricane[image: External link] in 1886 that destroyed the town. These events allowed Galveston[image: External link] to take over as the chief port city. The 1900 Galveston hurricane[image: External link] subsequently devastated that city, killing about 8,000 people or possibly as many as 12,000. This makes it the deadliest natural disaster[image: External link] in U.S. history.[37]

Other devastating Texas hurricanes include the 1915 Galveston hurricane[image: External link], Hurricane Audrey[image: External link] in 1957 which killed over 600 people, Hurricane Carla[image: External link] in 1961, Hurricane Beulah[image: External link] in 1967, Hurricane Alicia[image: External link] in 1983, Hurricane Rita[image: External link] in 2005, and Hurricane Ike[image: External link] in 2008.[37] Tropical storms[image: External link] have also caused their share of damage: Allison[image: External link] in 1989 and again during 2001[image: External link], and Claudette[image: External link] in 1979 among them.
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 Greenhouse gases




Texas emits the most greenhouse gases[image: External link] in the U.S.[38][39][40] The state emits nearly 1.5 trillion pounds (680 billion kg) of carbon dioxide annually. As an independent nation, Texas would rank as the world's seventh-largest producer of greenhouse gases.[39] Causes of the state's vast greenhouse gas emissions include the state's large number of coal power plants[image: External link] and the state's refining and manufacturing industries.[39] In 2010, there were 2,553 "emission events" which poured 44.6 million pounds of contaminants into the Texas sky.[41]
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 History




Main article: History of Texas[image: External link]
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Further information: Pre-Columbian Mexico[image: External link]


Texas lies between two major cultural spheres of Pre-Columbian North America[image: External link]: the Southwestern[image: External link] and the Plains[image: External link] areas. Archaeologists[image: External link] have found that three major indigenous cultures lived in this territory, and reached their developmental peak before the first European contact. These were:[42]


	the Pueblo[image: External link] from the upper Rio Grande[image: External link] region, centered west of Texas;

	the Mississippian culture[image: External link], also known as Mound Builders[image: External link], which extended along the Mississippi River Valley[image: External link] east of Texas; and

	the civilizations of Mesoamerica[image: External link], centered south of Texas. Influence of Teotihuacan[image: External link] in northern Mexico peaked around AD 500 and declined over the 8th to 10th centuries.



No culture was dominant in the present-day Texas region, and many peoples inhabited the area.[42] Native American tribes that lived inside the boundaries of present-day Texas include the Alabama[image: External link], Apache[image: External link], Atakapan[image: External link], Bidai[image: External link], Caddo[image: External link], Coahuiltecan[image: External link], Comanche[image: External link], Choctaw[image: External link], Coushatta[image: External link], Hasinai[image: External link], Jumano[image: External link], Karankawa[image: External link], Kickapoo[image: External link], Kiowa[image: External link], Tonkawa[image: External link], and Wichita[image: External link].[43][44] The name Texas derives from táyshaʔ, a word in the Caddoan language[image: External link] of the Hasinai, which means "friends" or "allies".[2][15][45][46][47]

Whether a Native American tribe was friendly or warlike was critical to the fates of European explorers and settlers[image: External link] in that land.[48] Friendly tribes taught newcomers how to grow indigenous crops, prepare foods, and hunt wild game[image: External link]. Warlike tribes made life difficult and dangerous for Europeans through their attacks and resistance to the newcomers.[49]
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 Colonization




Main articles: French colonization of Texas[image: External link], Spanish Texas[image: External link], and Mexican Texas[image: External link]


The first historical document related to Texas was a map of the Gulf Coast[image: External link], created in 1519 by Spanish explorer Alonso Álvarez de Pineda[image: External link].[50][51] Nine years later, shipwrecked Spanish explorer Álvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca[image: External link] and his cohort became the first Europeans in what is now Texas.[52][53] Cabeza de Vaca reported that in 1528, when the Spanish landed in the area, "half the natives died from a disease of the bowels and blamed us."[54] Cabeza de Vaca also made observations about the way of life of the Ignaces Natives of Texas: "They went about with a firebrand, setting fire to the plains and timber so as to drive off the mosquitos, and also to get lizards and similar things which they eat, to come out of the soil. In the same manner they kill deer, encircling them with fires, and they do it also to deprive the animals of pasture, compelling them to go for food where the Indians want."[55]

Francisco Vázquez de Coronado[image: External link] describes his 1541 encounter with "Two kinds of people travel around these plains with the cows; one is called Querechos[image: External link] and the others Teyas[image: External link]; they are very well built, and painted, and are enemies of each other. They have no other settlement or location than comes from traveling around with the cows. They kill all of these they wish, and tan the hides, with which they clothe themselves and make their tents, and they eat the flesh, sometimes even raw, and they also even drink the blood when thirsty. The tents they make are like field tents, and they set them up over some poles they have made for this purpose, which come together and are tied at the top, and when they go from one place to another they carry them on some dogs they have, of which they have many, and they load them with the tents and poles and other things, for the country is so level, as I said, that they can make use of these, because they carry the poles dragging along on the ground. The sun is what they worship most."[56]

European powers ignored the area until accidentally settling there in 1685. Miscalculations by René-Robert Cavelier de La Salle[image: External link] resulted in his establishing the colony of Fort Saint Louis[image: External link] at Matagorda Bay[image: External link] rather than along the Mississippi River[image: External link].[57] The colony lasted only four years before succumbing to harsh conditions and hostile natives.[58]

In 1690 Spanish authorities, concerned that France posed competitive threat, constructed several missions[image: External link] in East Texas[image: External link].[59] After Native American resistance, the Spanish missionaries returned to Mexico.[60] When France began settling Louisiana[image: External link], mostly in the southern part of the state, in 1716 Spanish authorities responded by founding a new series of missions in East Texas.[61][62] Two years later, they created San Antonio[image: External link] as the first Spanish civilian settlement in the area.[63]

Hostile native tribes and distance from nearby Spanish colonies discouraged settlers from moving to the area. It was one of New Spain's least populated provinces.[65] In 1749, the Spanish peace treaty with the Lipan Apache[image: External link][66] angered many tribes, including the Comanche[image: External link], Tonkawa[image: External link], and Hasinai[image: External link].[67] The Comanche signed a treaty with Spain in 1785[68] and later helped to defeat the Lipan Apache and Karankawa[image: External link] tribes.[69][70] With more numerous missions being established, priests led a peaceful conversion of most tribes. By the end of the 18th century only a few nomadic[image: External link] tribes had not converted to Christianity.[71]

When the United States purchased Louisiana[image: External link] from France in 1803, American authorities insisted that the agreement also included Texas. The boundary between New Spain and the United States was finally set at the Sabine River[image: External link] in 1819, at what is now the border between Texas and Louisiana.[72] Eager for new land, many United States settlers refused to recognize the agreement. Several filibusters[image: External link] raised armies to invade the area west of the Sabine River.[73] In 1821, the Mexican War of Independence[image: External link] included the Texas territory, which became part of Mexico.[74] Due to its low population, Mexico made the area part of the state of Coahuila y Tejas[image: External link].[75]

Hoping that more settlers would reduce the near-constant Comanche raids, Mexican Texas[image: External link] liberalized its immigration policies to permit immigrants from outside Mexico and Spain.[76] Under the Mexican immigration system, large swathes of land were allotted to empresarios[image: External link], who recruited settlers from the United States, Europe, and the Mexican interior. The first grant, to Moses Austin[image: External link], was passed to his son Stephen F. Austin[image: External link] after his death.

Austin's settlers, the Old Three Hundred[image: External link], made places along the Brazos River[image: External link] in 1822.[77] Twenty-three other empresarios brought settlers to the state, the majority of whom were from the United States.[77][78] The population of Texas grew rapidly. In 1825, Texas had about 3,500 people, with most of Mexican descent.[79] By 1834, the population had grown to about 37,800 people, with only 7,800 of Mexican descent.[80] Most of these early settlers who arrived with Austin and soon after were persons less than fortunate in life, as Texas was devoid of the comforts found elsewhere in Mexico and the United States during that time period. Early Texas settler David B. Edwards described his fellow Texans as being "banished from the pleasures of life." [81]

Many immigrants openly flouted Mexican law, especially the prohibition against slavery[image: External link]. Combined with United States' attempts to purchase Texas, Mexican authorities decided in 1830 to prohibit continued immigration from the United States.[82] New laws also called for the enforcement of customs duties[image: External link] angering both native Mexican citizens ( Tejanos[image: External link]) and recent immigrants.[83]

The Anahuac Disturbances[image: External link] in 1832 were the first open revolt against Mexican rule and they coincided with a revolt in Mexico against the nation's president.[84] Texians[image: External link] sided with the federalists[image: External link] against the current government and drove all Mexican soldiers out of East Texas.[85] They took advantage of the lack of oversight to agitate for more political freedom. Texians met at the Convention of 1832[image: External link] to discuss requesting independent statehood, among other issues.[86] The following year, Texians reiterated their demands at the Convention of 1833[image: External link].
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 Republic




Main articles: Texas Revolution[image: External link] and Republic of Texas[image: External link]


Within Mexico, tensions continued between federalists and centralists. In early 1835, wary Texians[image: External link] formed Committees of Correspondence and Safety.[87] The unrest erupted into armed conflict in late 1835 at the Battle of Gonzales[image: External link].[88] This launched the Texas Revolution[image: External link], and over the next two months, the Texians defeated all Mexican troops in the region.[89] Texians elected delegates to the Consultation[image: External link], which created a provisional government.[90] The provisional government soon collapsed from infighting, and Texas was without clear governance for the first two months of 1836.[91][92]

During this time of political turmoil, Mexican President Antonio López de Santa Anna[image: External link] personally led an army to end the revolt.[93] The Mexican expedition was initially successful. General José de Urrea[image: External link] defeated all the Texian resistance along the coast culminating in the Goliad massacre[image: External link].[94] Santa Anna's forces, after a thirteen-day siege[image: External link], overwhelmed Texian defenders at the Battle of the Alamo[image: External link]. News of the defeats sparked panic amongst Texas settlers.[95]

The newly elected Texian delegates to the Convention of 1836[image: External link] quickly signed a Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on March 2, forming the Republic of Texas[image: External link]. After electing interim officers, the Convention disbanded.[96] The new government joined the other settlers in Texas in the Runaway Scrape[image: External link], fleeing from the approaching Mexican army.[95] After several weeks of retreat, the Texian Army[image: External link] commanded by Sam Houston[image: External link] attacked and defeated Santa Anna's forces at the Battle of San Jacinto[image: External link].[97] Santa Anna was captured and forced to sign the Treaties of Velasco[image: External link], ending the war.[98]

While Texas had won its independence, political battles raged between two factions of the new Republic. The nationalist faction, led by Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link], advocated the continued independence of Texas, the expulsion of the Native Americans, and the expansion of the Republic to the Pacific Ocean. Their opponents, led by Sam Houston, advocated the annexation of Texas to the United States and peaceful co-existence with Native Americans. The conflict between the factions was typified by an incident known as the Texas Archive War[image: External link].[99]

Mexico launched two small expeditions into Texas in 1842. The town of San Antonio was captured twice and Texans were defeated in battle in the Dawson massacre[image: External link]. Despite these successes, Mexico did not keep an occupying force in Texas, and the republic survived.[100] The republic's inability to defend itself added momentum to Texas's eventual annexation into the United States.
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 Statehood




Main articles: Texas annexation[image: External link] and Mexican–American War[image: External link]


As early as 1837, the Republic made several attempts to negotiate annexation[image: External link] with the United States.[101] Opposition within the republic from the nationalist faction, along with strong abolitionist[image: External link] opposition within the United States, slowed Texas's admission into the Union. Texas was finally annexed[image: External link] when the expansionist James K. Polk[image: External link] won the election of 1844[image: External link].[102] On December 29, 1845, Congress[image: External link] admitted Texas to the U.S. as a constituent state of the Union.[103]

After Texas's annexation, Mexico broke diplomatic relations with the United States. While the United States claimed that Texas's border stretched to the Rio Grande, Mexico claimed it was the Nueces River[image: External link]. While the former Republic of Texas could not enforce its border claims, the United States had the military strength and the political will to do so. President Polk ordered General Zachary Taylor[image: External link] south to the Rio Grande on January 13, 1846. A few months later Mexican troops routed an American cavalry patrol in the disputed area in the Thornton Affair[image: External link] starting the Mexican–American War[image: External link]. The first battles of the war were fought in Texas: the Siege of Fort Texas[image: External link], Battle of Palo Alto[image: External link] and Battle of Resaca de la Palma[image: External link]. After these decisive victories, the United States invaded Mexican territory ending the fighting in Texas.[104]

After a series of United States victories, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link] ended the two-year war. In return, for US$18,250,000, Mexico gave the U.S. undisputed control of Texas, ceded the Mexican Cession[image: External link] in 1848, most of which today is called the American Southwest, and Texas's borders were established at the Rio Grande.[104]

The Compromise of 1850[image: External link] set Texas's boundaries at their present form. U.S. Senator James Pearce[image: External link] of Maryland drafted the final proposal[17] where Texas ceded its claims to land which later became half of present-day New Mexico[image: External link], a third of Colorado, and small portions of Kansas[image: External link], Oklahoma, and Wyoming to the federal government, in return for the assumption of $10 million of the old republic's debt.[17] Post-war Texas grew rapidly as migrants poured into the cotton lands of the state.[105]

They also brought or purchased enslaved African Americans, whose numbers tripled in the state from 1850 to 1860, from 58,000 to 182,566.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction (1860–1900)




Main article: Texas in the American Civil War[image: External link]


Texas was at war again after the election of 1860[image: External link]. At this time, blacks comprised 30 percent of the state's population, and they were overwhelmingly enslaved.[107] When Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] was elected, South Carolina seceded from the Union. Five other Lower South states[image: External link] quickly followed. A State Convention considering secession opened in Austin on January 28, 1861. On February 1, by a vote of 166–8, the Convention adopted an Ordinance of Secession[image: External link] from the United States. Texas voters approved this Ordinance on February 23, 1861. Texas joined the newly created Confederate States of America on March 4, 1861 ratifying the permanent C.S. Constitution[image: External link] on March 23.[2][108]

Not all Texans favored secession initially, although many of the same would later support the Southern cause. Texas's most notable Unionist[image: External link] was the state Governor, Sam Houston[image: External link]. Not wanting to aggravate the situation, Houston refused two offers from President Lincoln for Union troops to keep him in office. After refusing to swear an oath of allegiance to the Confederacy, Houston was deposed as governor.[109]

While far from the major battlefields[image: External link] of the American Civil War[image: External link], Texas contributed large numbers of men and equipment to the rest of the Confederacy.[110] Union troops briefly occupied[image: External link] the state's primary port, Galveston. Texas's border with Mexico was known as the "backdoor of the Confederacy" because trade occurred at the border, bypassing the Union blockade.[111] The Confederacy repulsed all Union attempts to shut down this route,[110] but Texas's role as a supply state was marginalized in mid-1863 after the Union capture of the Mississippi River[image: External link]. The final battle of the Civil War[image: External link] was fought near Brownsville, Texas at Palmito Ranch[image: External link][112] with a Confederate victory.

Texas descended into anarchy for two months between the surrender[image: External link] of the Army of Northern Virginia[image: External link] and the assumption of authority by Union General Gordon Granger[image: External link]. Violence marked the early months of Reconstruction[image: External link].[110] Juneteenth[image: External link] commemorates the announcement of the Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link] in Galveston by General Gordon Granger, almost two and a half years after the original announcement.[113][114] President Johnson, in 1866, declared the civilian government restored in Texas.[115] Despite not meeting reconstruction requirements, Congress resumed allowing elected Texas representatives into the federal government in 1870. Social volatility continued as the state struggled with agricultural depression and labor issues.[116]
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 Earlier 20th century




In 1900, Texas suffered the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history during the Galveston hurricane[image: External link].[37] On January 10, 1901, the first major oil well[image: External link] in Texas, Spindletop[image: External link], was found south of Beaumont[image: External link]. Other fields were later discovered nearby in East Texas[image: External link], West Texas[image: External link], and under the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]. The resulting "oil boom[image: External link]" transformed Texas.[117] Oil production eventually averaged three million barrels per day at its peak in 1972.[118]

In 1901, the Democratic-dominated state legislature passed a bill requiring payment of a poll tax[image: External link] for voting, which effectively disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks, and many poor whites and Latinos. In addition, the legislature established white primaries[image: External link], ensuring that minorities were excluded from the formal political process. The number of voters dropped dramatically, and the Democrats crushed competition from the Republican and Populist parties.[119][120] The Socialist Party[image: External link] became the second largest party in Texas after 1912,[121] coinciding with a large socialist upsurge in the United States during fierce battles in the labor movement and the popularity of national heroes like Eugene V. Debs[image: External link]. The Socialists' popularity soon waned after their vilification by the United States government for their opposition to US involvement in World War I[image: External link].

The Great Depression[image: External link] and the Dust Bowl[image: External link] dealt a double blow to the state's economy, which had significantly improved since the Civil War. Migrants abandoned the worst hit sections of Texas during the Dust Bowl years. Especially from this period on, blacks left Texas in the Great Migration[image: External link] to get work in the Northern United States or California and to escape the oppression of segregation.[122] In 1940, Texas was 74 percent Anglo[image: External link], 14.4 percent black, and 11.5 percent Hispanic.[123]

World War II had a dramatic impact on Texas, as federal money poured in to build military bases, munitions factories, POW detention camps and Army hospitals; 750,000 young men left for service; the cities exploded with new industry; the colleges took on new roles; and hundreds of thousands of poor farmers left the fields for much better paying war jobs, never to return to agriculture.[124][125] Texas manufactured 3.1 percent of total United States military armaments produced during World War II, ranking eleventh among the 48 states.[126]

Texas modernized and expanded its system of higher education[image: External link] through the 1960s. The state created a comprehensive plan for higher education, funded in large part by oil revenues, and a central state apparatus designed to manage state institutions more efficiently. These changes helped Texas universities receive federal research funds.[127]

On November 22, 1963, President John F. Kennedy was assassinated[image: External link] in Dallas.[128]
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 Economic and political change (1950–present)




Beginning around the mid-20th century, Texas began to transform from a rural and agricultural state to one that was urban and industrialized.[129] The state's population grew quickly during this period, with large levels of migration from outside the state.[129] As a part of the Sun Belt[image: External link] Texas experienced strong economic growth, particularly during the 1970s and early 1980s.[129] Texas's economy diversified, lessening its reliance on the petroleum industry[image: External link].[129] By 1990, Hispanics[image: External link] overtook blacks to become the largest minority group in the state.[129]

During the late 20th century, the Republican Party[image: External link] replaced the Democratic Party[image: External link] as the dominant party in the state, as the latter became more politically liberal[image: External link] and as demographic changes favored the former.[129]
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 Government and politics




The current Texas Constitution[image: External link] was adopted in 1876. Like many states[image: External link], it explicitly provides for a separation of powers. The state's Bill of Rights is much larger than its federal counterpart[image: External link], and has provisions unique to Texas.[130]
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 State government




Main article: Government of Texas[image: External link]


See also: List of Texas state agencies[image: External link]


Texas has a plural executive branch[image: External link] system limiting the power of the governor, which is a weak executive compared to some other states. Except for the Secretary of State[image: External link], voters elect executive officers independently; thus candidates are directly answerable to the public, not the governor.[131] This election system has led to some executive branches split between parties and reduced the ability of the governor to carry out a program. When Republican[image: External link] President George W. Bush served as Texas's governor, the state had a Democratic[image: External link] lieutenant governor, Bob Bullock[image: External link]. The executive branch positions consist of the Governor[image: External link], Lieutenant Governor[image: External link], Comptroller of Public Accounts, Land Commissioner, Attorney General, Agriculture Commissioner, the three-member Texas Railroad Commission[image: External link], the State Board of Education, and the Secretary of State.[131]

The bicameral[image: External link] Texas Legislature[image: External link] consists of the House of Representatives[image: External link], with 150 members, and a Senate[image: External link], with 31 members. The Speaker of the House[image: External link] leads the House, and the lieutenant governor, the Senate.[132] The Legislature meets in regular session biennially for just over 100 days, but the governor can call for special sessions as often as desired (notably, the Legislature cannot call itself into session).[133] The state's fiscal year[image: External link] spans from the previous calendar year's September 1 to the current year's August 31. Thus, the FY 2015 dates from September 1, 2014 through August 31, 2015.

The judiciary of Texas[image: External link] is one of the most complex in the United States, with many layers and overlapping jurisdictions. Texas has two courts of last resort: the Texas Supreme Court[image: External link], for civil cases, and the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals[image: External link]. Except for some municipal benches, partisan elections select judges at all levels of the judiciary; the governor fills vacancies by appointment.[134] Texas is notable for its use of capital punishment, having led the country in executions since capital punishment was reinstated in the Gregg v. Georgia[image: External link] case (see Capital punishment in Texas[image: External link]).

The Texas Ranger Division[image: External link] of the Texas Department of Public Safety[image: External link] is a law enforcement agency[image: External link] with statewide jurisdiction[image: External link]. Over the years, the Texas Rangers have investigated crimes ranging from murder to political corruption. They have acted as riot[image: External link] police and as detectives, protected the Texas governor, tracked down fugitives, and functioned as a paramilitary force both for the republic and the state. The Texas Rangers were unofficially created by Stephen F. Austin[image: External link] in 1823 and formally constituted in 1835. The Rangers were integral to several important events of Texas history and some of the best-known criminal cases in the history of the Old West[image: External link].[135]

The Texas constitution defines the responsibilities of county governments, which serve as agents of the state. What are called commissioners court and court judges are elected to serve as the administrative arm. Most cities in the state, those over 5,000 in population, have home-rule[image: External link] governments. The vast majority of these have charters for council-manager[image: External link] forms of government, by which voters elect council members, who hire a professional city manager as operating officer.
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of Texas[image: External link]


Further information: Political party strength in Texas[image: External link]




	Texas Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
52.23% 4,685,047

	43.24% 3,877,868




	2012[image: External link]
	
57.15% 4,569,843

	41.37% 3,308,124




	2008[image: External link]
	
55.39% 4,479,328

	43.63% 3,528,633




	2004[image: External link]
	
61.09% 4,526,917

	38.30% 2,832,704




	2000[image: External link]
	
59.30% 3,799,639

	38.11% 2,433,746




	1996[image: External link]
	
48.80% 2,736,166

	43.81% 2,459,683




	1992[image: External link]
	
40.61% 2,496,071

	37.11% 2,281,815




	1988[image: External link]
	
56.01% 3,036,829

	43.41% 2,352,748




	1984[image: External link]
	
63.58% 3,433,428

	36.18% 1,949,276




	1980[image: External link]
	
55.30% 2,510,705

	41.51% 1,881,148
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 Political history




In the 1870s, white Democrats wrested power back in the state legislature from the biracial coalition at the end of Reconstruction. In the early 20th century, the legislature passed bills to impose poll taxes[image: External link], followed by white primaries[image: External link]; these measures effectively disfranchised[image: External link] most blacks, poor whites and Mexican Americans.[119][120] In the 1890s, 100,000 blacks voted in the state; by 1906, only 5,000 could vote.[137] As a result, the Democratic Party dominated Texas politics[image: External link] from the turn of the century, imposing racial segregation and white supremacy. It held power until after passage in the mid-1960s of national civil rights legislation enforcing constitutional rights of all citizens.

Although Texas was essentially a one-party state during this time and the Democratic primary was viewed as "the real election," the Democratic Party had conservative and liberal factions, which became more pronounced after the New Deal[image: External link].[138] Additionally, several factions of the party briefly split during the 1930s and 40s.[138]

The state's conservative white voters began to support Republican presidential candidates by the mid-20th century. After this period, they supported Republicans for local and state offices as well, and most whites became Republican Party members.[139] The party also attracted some minorities, but many have continued to vote for Democratic candidates. The shift to the Republican Party is much-attributed to the fact that the Democratic Party became increasingly liberal[image: External link] during the 20th century, and thus increasingly out-of-touch with the average Texas voter.[140] As Texas was always a conservative[image: External link] state, voters switched to the GOP, which now more closely reflected their beliefs.[140][141] Commentators have also attributed the shift to Republican political consultant Karl Rove[image: External link], who managed numerous political campaigns in Texas in the 1980s and 90s.[141] Other stated reasons included court-ordered redistricting and the demographic shift in relation to the Sun Belt[image: External link] that favored the Republican Party and conservatism.[129]

The 2003 Texas redistricting[image: External link] of Congressional districts led by Republican Tom DeLay[image: External link], was called by the New York Times "an extreme case of partisan gerrymandering[image: External link]".[142] A group of Democratic legislators, the "Texas Eleven[image: External link]", fled the state in a quorum[image: External link]-busting effort to prevent the legislature from acting, but was unsuccessful.[143] The state had already redistricted following the 2000 census. Despite these efforts, the legislature passed a map heavily in favor of Republicans, based on 2000 data and ignoring the estimated nearly one million new residents in the state since that date. Career attorneys and analysts at the Department of Justice objected to the plan as diluting the votes of African American and Hispanic voters, but political appointees overrode them and approved it.[142] Legal challenges to the redistricting reached the national Supreme Court[image: External link] in the case League of United Latin American Citizens v. Perry[image: External link] (2006), but the court ruled in favor of the state (and Republicans).[144]

In the 2014 Texas elections[image: External link], the Tea Party movement made large gains, with numerous Tea Party favorites being elected into office, including Dan Patrick[image: External link] as lieutenant governor,[145][146] Ken Paxton[image: External link] as attorney general,[145][147] in addition to numerous other candidates[147] including conservative Republican Greg Abbott[image: External link] as governor.[148]
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 Texas politics today




Texas voters lean toward fiscal conservatism[image: External link], while enjoying the benefits of huge federal investment in the state in military and other facilities achieved by the power of the Solid South in the 20th century. They also tend to have socially conservative[image: External link] values.[149][150]

Since 1980, most Texas voters have supported Republican presidential candidates. In 2000 and 2004, Republican George W. Bush won Texas with 60.1 percent of the vote, partly due to his "favorite son" status as a former governor of the state. John McCain won the state in 2008[image: External link], but with a smaller margin of victory compared to Bush at 55 percent of the vote. Austin, Dallas, Houston, and San Antonio consistently lean Democratic in both local and statewide elections.

Residents of counties along the Rio Grande[image: External link] closer to the Mexico-United States border[image: External link], where there are many Latino residents, generally vote for Democratic Party candidates, while most other rural and suburban areas of Texas have shifted to voting for Republican Party candidates.[151][152]

As of the general elections of 2014[image: External link], a large majority of the members of Texas's U.S. House[image: External link] delegation are Republican[image: External link], along with both U.S. Senators[image: External link]. In the 114th United States Congress[image: External link], of the 36 Congressional districts in Texas[image: External link], 25 are held by Republicans and 11 by Democrats. Texas's Senators are John Cornyn[image: External link] and Ted Cruz. Since 1994, Texans have not elected a Democrat to a statewide office. The state's Democratic voters are made up primarily by liberal and minority groups[image: External link] in Austin, San Antonio, Dallas, Houston, Beaumont, and El Paso, as well as minority voters in East Texas and South Texas.



	United States presidential election in Texas, 2016[153]



	Party
	Candidate
	Running mate
	Votes
	Percentage
	Electoral votes



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Donald Trump
	Mike Pence
	4,685,047
	52.23%
	36



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Hillary Clinton
	Tim Kaine
	3,877,868
	43.24%
	0



	
	Libertarian
	Gary Johnson
	William Weld[image: External link]
	283,492
	3.16%
	0



	
	Green[image: External link]
	Jill Stein
	Ajamu Baraka
	71,558
	0.80%
	0



	
	Write-in[image: External link]
	Various candidates
	Various candidates
	51,261
	0.57%
	0



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	John Kasich[a]
	Carly Fiorina[a]
	0
	0.0%
	1



	
	Libertarian
	Ron Paul[a]
	Mike Pence
	0
	0.0%
	1



	Totals
	8,969,226
	100.00%
	38



	Voter turnout (Voting age population)
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 Administrative divisions




See also: List of Texas counties[image: External link]


Texas has 254 counties[image: External link]— the most nationwide. Each county runs on Commissioners' Court[image: External link] system consisting of four elected commissioners (one from each of four precincts in the county, roughly divided according to population) and a county judge elected at large from the entire county. County government runs similar to a "weak" mayor-council[image: External link] system; the county judge has no veto authority, but votes along with the other commissioners.

Although Texas permits cities and counties to enter "interlocal agreements" to share services, the state does not allow consolidated city-county[image: External link] governments, nor does it have metropolitan governments[image: External link]. Counties are not granted home rule[image: External link] status; their powers are strictly defined by state law. The state does not have townships— areas within a county are either incorporated or unincorporated. Incorporated areas are part of a municipality. The county provides limited services to unincorporated areas and to some smaller incorporated areas. Municipalities are classified either "general law" cities or "home rule".[154] A municipality may elect home rule status once it exceeds 5,000 population with voter approval.

Texas also permits the creation of "special districts", which provide limited services. The most common is the school district[image: External link], but can also include hospital districts, community college districts, and utility districts (one utility district located near Austin was the plaintiff in a landmark Supreme Court case involving the Voting Rights Act[image: External link]).

Municipal, school district, and special district elections are nonpartisan[image: External link],[155] though the party affiliation of a candidate may be well-known. County and state elections are partisan.
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 Criminal law




Texas has a reputation of very harsh criminal punishment for criminal offenses. It is one of the 32 states that practice capital punishment[image: External link], and since the US Supreme Court[image: External link] allowed capital punishment to resume in 1976, 40% of all US executions have taken place in Texas.[156] As of 2008, Texas had the 4th highest incarceration rate[image: External link] in the US.[157] Texas also has strong self defense[image: External link] laws, allowing citizens to use lethal force to defend themselves, their families, or their property.[158]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Texas[image: External link]


See also: Texas locations by per capita income[image: External link]


As of 2014, Texas had a gross state product[image: External link] (GSP) of $1.648 trillion, the second highest[image: External link] in the U.S.[159] Its GSP is greater than the GDPs[image: External link] of Australia and South Korea, which are the world's 12th- and 13th-largest economies, respectively. Texas' economy is the fourth-largest of any country subdivision[image: External link] globally, behind England (as part of the UK), California, and Tokyo Prefecture[image: External link]. Its Per Capita personal income[image: External link] in 2009 was $36,484, ranking 29th in the nation.[160]

Texas's large population, abundance of natural resources, thriving cities and leading centers of higher education have contributed to a large and diverse economy. Since oil was discovered, the state's economy has reflected the state of the petroleum industry. In recent times, urban centers of the state have increased in size, containing two-thirds of the population in 2005. The state's economic growth has led to urban sprawl[image: External link] and its associated symptoms.[160]

As of April 2013, the state's unemployment rate is 6.4 percent.[161]

In 2010, Site Selection Magazine ranked Texas as the most business-friendly state in the nation, in part because of the state's three-billion-dollar Texas Enterprise Fund[image: External link].[162] Texas has the joint-highest number of Fortune 500[image: External link] company headquarters in the United States, along with California.[163][164]

In 2010, there were 346,000 millionaires in Texas, constituting the second-largest population of millionaires in the nation.[165][166]
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 Taxation




Texas has a "low taxes, low services" reputation.[149] According to the Tax Foundation[image: External link], Texans' state and local tax burdens rank among the lowest in the nation, 7th lowest nationally; state and local taxes cost $3,580 per capita, or 8.4 percent of resident incomes.[167] Texas is one of seven states that lack a state income tax[image: External link].[167][168]

Instead, the state collects revenue from property taxes[image: External link] (though these are collected at the county, city, and school district level; Texas has a state constitutional prohibition against a state property tax) and sales taxes[image: External link]. The state sales tax rate is 6.25 percent,[167][169] but local taxing jurisdictions (cities, counties, special purpose districts, and transit authorities) may also impose sales and use tax up to 2 percent for a total maximum combined rate of 8.25 percent.[170]

Texas is a "tax donor state"; in 2005, for every dollar Texans paid to the federal government in federal income taxes[image: External link], the state got back about $0.94 in benefits.[167] To attract business, Texas has incentive programs worth $19 billion per year (2012); more than any other US state.[171][172]
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 Agriculture and mining




Texas has the most farms and the highest acreage in the United States. The state is ranked #1 for revenue generated from total livestock and livestock products. It is ranked #2 for total agricultural revenue, behind California.[173] At $7.4 billion or 56.7 percent of Texas' annual agricultural cash receipts, beef cattle production represents the largest single segment of Texas agriculture. This is followed by cotton at $1.9 billion (14.6 percent), greenhouse/nursery at $1.5 billion (11.4 percent), broilers at $1.3 billion (10 percent), and dairy products at $947 million (7.3 percent).[174]

Texas leads the nation in the production of cattle, horses, sheep, goats, wool, mohair and hay.[174] The state also leads the nation in production of cotton[173][175] which is the number one crop grown in the state in terms of value.[176] The state grows significant amounts of cereal crops and produce.[173] Texas has a large commercial fishing industry. With mineral resources, Texas leads in creating cement, crushed stone, lime, salt, sand and gravel.[173]

Texas throughout the 21st century has been hammered by drought[image: External link]. This has cost the state billions of dollars in livestock and crops.[177]
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 Energy




See also: Deregulation of the Texas electricity market[image: External link]


Ever since the discovery of oil at Spindletop[image: External link], energy has been a dominant force politically and economically within the state.[178] If Texas were its own country it would be the sixth largest oil producer in the world.[179]

The Railroad Commission of Texas[image: External link], contrary to its name, regulates the state's oil and gas industry[image: External link], gas utilities, pipeline safety, safety in the liquefied petroleum gas[image: External link] industry, and surface coal and uranium[image: External link] mining. Until the 1970s, the commission controlled the price of petroleum because of its ability to regulate Texas's oil reserves. The founders of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries[image: External link] (OPEC) used the Texas agency as one of their models for petroleum price control.[180]

Texas has known petroleum deposits of about 5 billion barrels (790,000,000 m3), which makes up about one-fourth of the known U.S. reserves.[181] The state's refineries[image: External link] can process 4.6 million barrels (730,000 m3) of oil a day.[181] The Baytown Refinery[image: External link] in the Houston area is the largest refinery in America.[181] Texas also leads in natural gas production, producing one-fourth of the nation's supply.[181] Several petroleum companies[image: External link] are based in Texas such as: Anadarko Petroleum Corporation[image: External link], Conoco-Phillips[image: External link], Exxon-Mobil[image: External link], Halliburton[image: External link], Marathon Oil[image: External link], Tesoro[image: External link], and Valero[image: External link], Western Refining[image: External link].

According to the Energy Information Administration[image: External link], Texans consume, on average, the fifth most energy (of all types) in the nation per capita and as a whole, following behind Wyoming, Alaska, Louisiana, North Dakota, and Iowa.[181]

Unlike the rest of the nation, most of Texas is on its own alternating current[image: External link] power grid[image: External link], the Texas Interconnection[image: External link]. Texas has a deregulated[image: External link] electric service. Texas leads the nation in total net electricity production, generating 437,236 MWh in 2014, 89% more MWh than Florida, which ranked second.[182][183] As an independent nation, Texas would rank as the world's eleventh-largest producer of electricity[image: External link], after South Korea, and ahead of the United Kingdom.

The state is a leader in renewable energy commercialization[image: External link]; it produces the most wind power[image: External link] in the nation.[181][184] In 2014, 10.6% of the electricity consumed in Texas came from wind turbines[image: External link].[185] The Roscoe Wind Farm[image: External link] in Roscoe, Texas[image: External link], is one of the world's largest wind farms[image: External link] with a 781.5 megawatt[image: External link] (MW) capacity.[186] The Energy Information Administration states that the state's large agriculture and forestry industries could give Texas an enormous amount biomass[image: External link] for use in biofuels. The state also has the highest solar power[image: External link] potential for development in the nation.[181]
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 Technology




With large universities systems coupled with initiatives like the Texas Enterprise Fund and the Texas Emerging Technology Fund[image: External link], a wide array of different high tech[image: External link] industries have developed in Texas. The Austin area is nicknamed the "Silicon Hills" and the north Dallas area the "Silicon Prairie[image: External link]". Texas has the headquarters of many high technology companies, such as Dell[image: External link], Inc., Texas Instruments[image: External link], Perot Systems[image: External link], Rackspace[image: External link] and AT&T[image: External link].

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration[image: External link]'s Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center[image: External link] (NASA JSC) located in Southeast Houston, sits as the crown jewel of Texas's aeronautics industry. Fort Worth[image: External link] hosts both Lockheed Martin[image: External link]'s Aeronautics division[image: External link] and Bell Helicopter Textron[image: External link].[187][188] Lockheed builds the F-16 Fighting Falcon[image: External link], the largest Western fighter program, and its successor, the F-35 Lightning II[image: External link] in Fort Worth.[189]
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 Commerce




Texas's affluence[image: External link] stimulates a strong commercial sector consisting of retail, wholesale, banking and insurance, and construction industries. Examples of Fortune 500 companies not based on Texas traditional industries are AT&T[image: External link], Kimberly-Clark[image: External link], Blockbuster[image: External link], J. C. Penney[image: External link], Whole Foods Market[image: External link], and Tenet Healthcare[image: External link].[190] Nationally, the Dallas–Fort Worth area, home to the second shopping mall[image: External link] in the United States, has the most shopping malls per capita of any American metropolitan area.[191]

Mexico, the state's largest trading partner, imports a third of the state's exports because of the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA). NAFTA has encouraged the formation of controversial maquiladoras[image: External link] on the Texas/Mexico border.[192]
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 Demographics




Main article: Demographics of Texas[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1850[image: External link]
	212,592
	
	—



	1860[image: External link]
	604,215
	
	184.2%



	1870[image: External link]
	818,579
	
	35.5%



	1880[image: External link]
	1,591,749
	
	94.5%



	1890[image: External link]
	2,235,527
	
	40.4%



	1900[image: External link]
	3,048,710
	
	36.4%



	1910[image: External link]
	3,896,542
	
	27.8%



	1920[image: External link]
	4,663,228
	
	19.7%



	1930[image: External link]
	5,824,715
	
	24.9%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,414,824
	
	10.1%



	1950[image: External link]
	7,711,194
	
	20.2%



	1960[image: External link]
	9,579,677
	
	24.2%



	1970[image: External link]
	11,196,730
	
	16.9%



	1980[image: External link]
	14,229,191
	
	27.1%



	1990[image: External link]
	16,986,510
	
	19.4%



	2000[image: External link]
	20,851,820
	
	22.8%



	2010[image: External link]
	25,145,561
	
	20.6%



	Est. 2016
	27,862,596
	
	10.8%



	1910 – 2010 census[193]

2016 Estimate[4]




The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Texas was 27,469,114 on July 1, 2015, a 9.24 percent increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[4]

As of 2004, the state had 3.5 million foreign-born residents (15.6 percent of the state population), of which an estimated 1.2 million are illegal[image: External link]. Texas from 2000 to 2006 had the fastest growing illegal immigration rate in the nation.[194] In 2010, illegal immigrants constituted an estimated 6.0 percent of the population. This was the fifth highest percentage of any state in the country.[195][196] In 2015, the population of illegal immigrants living in Texas was around 0.8 million.[197]

Texas' Rio Grande Valley[image: External link] is ground zero for illegal immigration across the Southwest border. According to a June 2014 Los Angeles Times article, illegal immigrants are arriving at a rate of more than 35,000 a month. It is expected that the number of minors traveling alone from Guatemala[image: External link], Honduras[image: External link], and El Salvador[image: External link] is growing and will reach up to 90,000 by the end of 2014.[198] Hondurans, Salvadorans, and Guatemalans make up roughly 75% of illegal immigrants in South Texas.[199][200]

Texas's population density is 34.8 persons/km2 which is slightly higher than the average population density[image: External link] of the U.S. as a whole, at 31 persons/km2. In contrast, while Texas and France are similarly sized geographically, the European country has a population density of 116 persons/km2.

Two-thirds of all Texans live in a major metropolitan area such as Houston. The Dallas-Fort Worth Metropolitan Area is the largest in Texas. While Houston is the largest city in Texas and the fourth largest city in the United States, the Dallas-Fort Worth metropolitan area is larger than that of Houston.
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 Ethnicity




As of the 2015 Texas Population Estimate Program, the population of the state was 27,469,114, non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] 11,505,371 (41.9%). Black Americans[image: External link] 3,171,043 (11.5%). Other non-Hispanic 1,793,580 (6.5%). Hispanics and Latinos[image: External link] (of any race) 10,999,120 (40.0%).[201]

According to the 2010 United States census[image: External link], the racial composition of Texas was the following:[202]


	
White American[image: External link] 70.4 percent (Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link] 45.3 percent)

	
Black or African American[image: External link]: 11.8 percent

	
American Indian[image: External link]: 0.7 percent

	
Asian[image: External link]: 3.8 percent (1.0 percent Indian[image: External link], 0.8 percent Vietnamese[image: External link], 0.6 percent Chinese[image: External link], 0.4 percent Filipino[image: External link], 0.3 percent Korean[image: External link], 0.1 percent Japanese[image: External link], 0.6 percent Other Asian)


	
Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.1 percent

	Some other race: 10.5 percent

	
Two or more races[image: External link]: 2.7 percent



In addition, 37.6 percent of the population are Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race) (31.6 percent Mexican[image: External link], 0.9 percent Salvadoran[image: External link], 0.5 percent Puerto Rican[image: External link], 0.4 percent Honduran[image: External link], 0.3 percent Guatemalan[image: External link] 0.3 percent Spaniard[image: External link], 0.2 percent Colombian[image: External link], 0.2 percent Cuban[image: External link])[203]

As of 2011, 69.8% of the population of Texas younger than age 1 were minorities (meaning that they had at least one parent who was not non-Hispanic white).[204]



	Texas Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1970[205]
	1990[205]
	2000[206]
	2010[207]



	White[image: External link]
	86.8%
	75.2%
	71.0%
	70.4%



	Black[image: External link]
	12.5%
	11.9%
	11.5%
	11.9%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.2%
	1.9%
	2.7%
	3.8%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.4%
	0.6%
	0.7%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.4%
	10.6%
	11.7%
	10.5%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	2.5%
	2.7%




German[image: External link], Irish[image: External link], and English Americans[image: External link] are the three largest European ancestry groups in Texas. German Americans make up 11.3 percent of the population, and number over 2.7 million members. Irish Americans make up 8.2 percent of the population, and number over 1.9 million members. There are roughly 600,000 French Americans[image: External link] and 472,000 Italian Americans residing in Texas; these two ethnic groups make up 2.5 percent and 2.0 percent of the population respectively. In the 1980 United States Census[image: External link] the largest ancestry group reported in Texas was English[image: External link] with 3,083,323 Texans citing that they were of English[image: External link] or mostly English[image: External link] ancestry making them 27 percent of the state at the time.[208] Their ancestry primarily goes back to the original thirteen colonies and thus many of them today identify as "American" in ancestry, though they are of predominately British[image: External link] stock.[209][210] There are nearly 200,000 Czech-Americans[image: External link] living in Texas, the largest number of any state.[211]

African Americans are the largest racial minority in Texas. Their proportion of population has declined since the early 20th century, after many left the state in the Great Migration[image: External link]. Blacks of both Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin make up 11.5 percent of the population; blacks of non-Hispanic origin form 11.3 percent of the populace. African Americans of both Hispanic and non-Hispanic origin number at roughly 2.7 million individuals.

Native Americans are a smaller minority in the state. Native Americans make up 0.5 percent of Texas' population, and number over 118,000 individuals. Native Americans of non-Hispanic origin make up 0.3 percent of the population, and number over 75,000 individuals. Cherokee[image: External link] made up 0.1 percent of the population, and numbered over 19,400 members. In contrast, only 583 identified as Chippewa[image: External link].

Asian Americans are a sizable minority group in Texas. Americans of Asian descent form 3.8 percent of the population, with those of non-Hispanic descent making up 3.7 percent of the populace. They total more than 808,000 individuals. Non-Hispanic Asians number over 795,000. Just over 200,000 Indian Americans[image: External link] make Texas their home. Texas is also home to over 187,000 Vietnamese[image: External link] and 136,000 Chinese[image: External link]. In addition to 92,000 Filipinos[image: External link] and 62,000 Koreans[image: External link], there are 18,000 Japanese Americans[image: External link] living in the state. Lastly, over 111,000 people are of other Asian ancestry groups, such as Cambodian[image: External link], Thai[image: External link], and Hmong[image: External link]. Sugar Land[image: External link], a city within the Houston metropolitan area, and Plano[image: External link], located within the Dallas metropolitan area, both have high concentrations of ethnic Chinese and Korean residents. The Houston and Dallas areas, and to a lesser extent, the Austin metropolitan area, all contain substantial Vietnamese communities.

Americans with origins from the Pacific are the smallest minority in Texas. According to the survey, only 18,000 Texans are Pacific Islanders; 16,400 are of non-Hispanic descent. There are roughly 5,400 Native Hawaiians[image: External link], 5,300 Guamanians, and 6,400 people from other groups. Samoan Americans[image: External link] were scant; only 2,920 people were from this group. The city of Euless[image: External link], a suburb of Fort Worth[image: External link], contains a sizable population of Tongan Americans[image: External link], at nearly 900 people, over one percent of the city's population. Killeen[image: External link] has a sufficient population of Samoans and Guamanian, and people of Pacific Islander descent surpass one percent of the city's population.

Multiracial individuals are also a visible minority in Texas. People identifying as multiracial form 1.9 percent of the population, and number over 448,000 people. Almost 80,000 Texans claim African and European heritage, and make up 0.3 percent of the population. People of European and Native American heritage number over 108,800 (close to the number of Native Americans), and make up 0.5 percent of the population. People of European and Asian heritage number over 57,600, and form just 0.2 percent of the population. People of African and Native American heritage were even smaller in number (15,300), and make up just 0.1 percent of the total population.

Hispanics and Latinos are the second largest group in Texas after non-Hispanic European Americans[image: External link]. Over 8.5 million people claim Hispanic or Latino ethnicity. This group forms over 37 percent of Texas' population. People of Mexican[image: External link] descent alone number over 7.9 million, and make up 31.6 percent of the population. The vast majority of the Hispanic/Latino population in the state is of Mexican descent, the next two largest groups are Salvadorans and Puerto Ricans. There are over 222,000 Salvadorans[image: External link] and over 130,000 Puerto Ricans[image: External link] in Texas. Other groups with large numbers in Texas include Hondurans[image: External link], Guatemalans[image: External link], Nicaraguans[image: External link] and Cubans[image: External link], among others.[212][213] The Hispanics in Texas are more likely than in some other states (such as California) to identify as white; according to the 2010 U.S. Census, Texas is home to 6,304,207 White Hispanics[image: External link] and 2,594,206 Hispanics of "some other race" (usually mestizo[image: External link]).

German descendants inhabit much of central and southeast-central Texas. Over one-third of Texas residents are of Hispanic origin; while many have recently arrived, some Tejanos[image: External link] have ancestors with multi-generational ties to 18th century Texas. In addition to the descendants of the state's former slave population, many African American college graduates have come to the state for work recently in the New Great Migration[image: External link].[214] Recently, the Asian population in Texas has grown—primarily in Houston and Dallas. Other communities with a significantly growing Asian American population is in Austin, Corpus Christi, and the Sharyland area next McAllen, Texas[image: External link]. Three federally recognized Native American tribes reside in Texas: the Alabama-Coushatta[image: External link] Tribe, the Kickapoo[image: External link] Traditional Tribe, and the Ysleta Del Sur Pueblo[image: External link].[44]

In 2010, 49 percent of all births were Hispanics; 35 percent were non-Hispanic whites; 11.5 percent were non-Hispanic blacks, and 4.3 percent were Asians/Pacific Islanders.[215] Based on Census Bureau data released on February 2011, for the first time in recent history, Texas' white population is below 50 percent (45 percent) and Hispanics grew to 38 percent. Between 2000 and 2010, the total population growth by 20.6 percent, but Hispanics growth by 65 percent, whereas non-Hispanic whites only grew by 4.2 percent.[216] Texas has the fifth highest rate of teenage births in the nation and a plurality of these are to Hispanics.[217]
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 Cities and towns




See also: List of cities in Texas[image: External link], List of counties in Texas[image: External link], List of Texas metropolitan areas[image: External link], and List of cities in Texas by population[image: External link]




	
Largest city in Texas[image: External link] by year[218]




	Year(s)
	City



	1850–1870
	
San Antonio[image: External link][219]




	1870–1890
	
Galveston[image: External link][220]




	1890–1900
	
Dallas[image: External link][218]




	1900–1930
	
San Antonio[image: External link][219]




	1930–present
	
Houston[221]





The state has three cities with populations exceeding one million: Houston, San Antonio, and Dallas.[222] These three rank among the 10 most populous cities of the United States. As of 2010, six Texas cities had populations greater than 600,000 people. Austin, Fort Worth, and El Paso are among the 20 largest U.S. cities[image: External link]. Texas has four metropolitan areas[image: External link] with populations greater than a million: Dallas–Fort Worth–Arlington[image: External link], Houston–Sugar Land–Baytown[image: External link], San Antonio–New Braunfels[image: External link], and Austin–Round Rock–San Marcos[image: External link]. The Dallas–Fort Worth and Houston metropolitan areas number about 6.3 million and 5.7 million residents, respectively.

Three interstate highways[image: External link]— I-35[image: External link] to the west (Dallas–Fort Worth to San Antonio, with Austin in between), I-45[image: External link] to the east (Dallas to Houston), and I-10[image: External link] to the south (San Antonio to Houston) define the Texas Urban Triangle[image: External link] region. The region of 60,000 square miles (160,000 km2) contains most of the state's largest cities and metropolitan areas as well as 17 million people, nearly 75 percent of Texas's total population.[223] Houston and Dallas have been recognized as beta world cities[image: External link].[224] These cities are spread out amongst the state. Texas has 254 counties[image: External link], which is more than any other state by 95 (Georgia).[225]

In contrast to the cities, unincorporated rural settlements known as colonias[image: External link] often lack basic infrastructure and are marked by poverty.[226] The office of the Texas Attorney General stated, in 2011, that Texas had about 2,294 colonias and estimates that about 500,000 lived in the colonias. Hidalgo County[image: External link], as of 2011, has the largest number of colonias.[227] Texas has the largest number of people of all states, living in colonias.[226]
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 Languages




The most common accent[image: External link] and/or dialect[image: External link] spoken by natives throughout Texas is sometimes referred to as Texan English[image: External link], which itself is a sub-variety of a broader category of American English[image: External link] known as Southern American English[image: External link].[229][230] Creole language[image: External link] is spoken in East Texas.[231] In some areas of the state—particularly in the large cities – Western American English[image: External link] and General American English[image: External link], have been on the increase. Chicano English[image: External link]—due to a growing Hispanic population—is widespread in South Texas, while African American Vernacular English[image: External link], is especially notable in historically minority areas of urban Texas.



	Top 10 Non-English Languages Spoken in Texas



	Language
	Percentage of population

(as of 2010)[232]




	Spanish[image: External link]
	29.21%



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.75%



	
Chinese[image: External link] (including Mandarin[image: External link] and Cantonese[image: External link])
	0.56%



	German[image: External link]
	0.33%



	Tagalog[image: External link]
	0.29%



	French[image: External link]
	0.25%



	
Korean[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] (tied)
	0.24%



	Hindi[image: External link]
	0.23%



	Arabic[image: External link]
	0.21%



	
Niger-Congo languages[image: External link] of West Africa[image: External link] ( Ibo[image: External link], Kru[image: External link], and Yoruba[image: External link])
	0.15%




As of 2010, 65.8% (14,740,304) of Texas residents age 5 and older spoke only English[image: External link] at home, while 29.2% (6,543,702) spoke Spanish[image: External link], 0.75 percent (168,886) Vietnamese[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link] (which includes Cantonese[image: External link] and Mandarin[image: External link]) was spoken by 0.56% (122,921) of the population over the age of five.[232]

Other languages spoken include German[image: External link] (including Texas German[image: External link]) by 0.33% (73,137,) Tagalog[image: External link] with 0.29% (73,137) speakers, and French[image: External link] (including Cajun French[image: External link]) was spoken by 0.25% (55,773) of Texans.[232] Reportedly, Cherokee[image: External link] is the most widely spoken Native American language[image: External link] in Texas.[233]

In total, 34.2% (7,660,406) of Texas's population aged five and older spoke a language at home other than English.[232]
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 Religion




The 2014 Pew Religious Landscape Survey showed the religious makeup of the state was as follows:




	Religious affiliation in Texas (2014)



	Affiliation
	% of Texas population



	Christian[image: External link]
	77
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	50
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	31
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	13
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6
	
 





	Catholic[image: External link]
	23
	
 





	Mormon[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	1
	
 





	Unaffiliated[image: External link]
	18
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	13
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	3
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	2
	
 





	Non-Christian faiths
	4
	
 





	Jewish[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Muslim[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Buddhist[image: External link]
	1
	
 





	Hindu[image: External link]
	0.5
	
 





	Other Non-Christian faiths
	0.5
	
 





	Don't know/refused answer
	0.5
	
 





	Total
	100
	
 








The largest denominations by number of adherents in 2010 were the Roman Catholic Church (4,673,500); the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] (3,721,318); the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with (1,035,168); and Islam[image: External link] (421,972).[235]

Known as the buckle of the Bible Belt[image: External link], East Texas is socially conservative.[236] The Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex[image: External link] is home to three major evangelical seminaries and a host of Bible schools. Lakewood Church[image: External link] in Houston, boasts the largest attendance in the nation averaging more than 43,000 weekly.[237]

Adherents of many other religions reside predominantly in the urban centers of Texas. In 1990, the Islamic population was about 140,000 with more recent figures putting the current number of Muslims between 350,000 and 400,000.[238] The Jewish population is around 128,000.[239] Around 146,000 adherents of religions such as Hinduism[image: External link] and Sikhism[image: External link] live in Texas.[240] It is the fifth-largest Muslim[image: External link]-populated state in the country.[241]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of Texas[image: External link]


See also: List of people from Texas[image: External link] and List of Texas symbols[image: External link]


Historically, Texas culture comes from a blend of Southern (Dixie), Western (frontier)[image: External link], and Southwestern (Mexican/Anglo fusion)[image: External link] influences, varying in degrees of such from one intrastate region to another. Texas is placed in the Southern United States by the United States Census Bureau[image: External link].[242] A popular food item, the breakfast burrito[image: External link], draws from all three, having a soft flour tortilla wrapped around bacon and scrambled eggs or other hot, cooked fillings. Adding to Texas's traditional culture, established in the 18th and 19th centuries, immigration has made Texas a melting pot[image: External link] of cultures from around the world.

Texas has made a strong mark on national and international pop culture. The state is strongly associated with the image of the cowboy[image: External link] shown in westerns[image: External link] and in country western music[image: External link]. The state's numerous oil tycoons are also a popular pop culture topic as seen in the hit TV series Dallas[image: External link].

The internationally known slogan "Don't Mess with Texas[image: External link]" began as an anti-littering advertisement[image: External link]. Since the campaign's inception in 1986, the phrase has become "an identity statement, a declaration of Texas swagger".[243]
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 Texas self perception




Texas-sized is an expression that can be used in two ways: to describe something that is about the size of the U.S. state of Texas,[244][245] or to describe something (usually but not always originating from Texas) that is large compared to other objects of its type.[246][247][248] Texas was the largest U.S. state, until Alaska became a state in 1959. The phrase, "everything is bigger in Texas," has been in regular use since at least 1950;[249] and was used as early as 1913.[250]
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 Arts




Further information: Music of Texas[image: External link]


Houston is one of only five American cities with permanent professional resident companies in all of the major performing arts disciplines: the Houston Grand Opera[image: External link], the Houston Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], the Houston Ballet[image: External link], and The Alley Theatre[image: External link].[251] Known for the vibrancy of its visual[image: External link] and performing arts[image: External link], the Houston Theater District[image: External link]—a 17-block area in the heart of Downtown Houston[image: External link]— ranks second in the country in the number of theater seats in a concentrated downtown area, with 12,948 seats for live performances and 1,480 movie seats.[251]

Founded in 1892, Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth[image: External link], also called "The Modern", is Texas's oldest art museum. Fort Worth also has the Kimbell Art Museum[image: External link], the Amon Carter Museum[image: External link], the National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame[image: External link], the Will Rogers Memorial Center[image: External link], and the Bass Performance Hall[image: External link] downtown. The Arts District[image: External link] of Downtown Dallas[image: External link] has arts venues such as the Dallas Museum of Art[image: External link], the Morton H. Meyerson Symphony Center[image: External link], the Margot and Bill Winspear Opera House[image: External link], the Trammell & Margaret Crow Collection of Asian Art[image: External link], and the Nasher Sculpture Center[image: External link].[252]

The Deep Ellum[image: External link] district within Dallas became popular during the 1920s and 1930s as the prime jazz[image: External link] and blues[image: External link] hotspot in the Southern United States. The name Deep Ellum comes from local people pronouncing "Deep Elm" as "Deep Ellum".[253] Artists such as Blind Lemon Jefferson[image: External link], Robert Johnson[image: External link], Huddie "Lead Belly[image: External link]" Ledbetter, and Bessie Smith[image: External link] played in early Deep Ellum clubs.[254]

Austin, The Live Music Capital of the World[image: External link], boasts "more live music venues per capita than such music hotbeds as Nashville, Memphis, Los Angeles, Las Vegas or New York City."[255] The city's music revolves around the nightclubs[image: External link] on 6th Street[image: External link]; events like the film, music, and multimedia[image: External link] festival South by Southwest[image: External link]; the longest-running concert music program on American television, Austin City Limits[image: External link]; and the Austin City Limits Music Festival[image: External link] held in Zilker Park[image: External link].[256]

Since 1980, San Antonio has evolved into "The Tejano Music[image: External link] Capital Of The World."[257] The Tejano Music Awards[image: External link] have provided a forum to create greater awareness and appreciation for Tejano music and culture.[258]
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 Education




Main article: Education in Texas[image: External link]


The second president of the Republic of Texas[image: External link], Mirabeau B. Lamar[image: External link], is the Father of Texas Education. During his term, the state set aside three leagues[image: External link] of land in each county for equipping public schools. An additional 50 leagues of land set aside for the support of two universities would later become the basis of the state's Permanent University Fund[image: External link].[259] Lamar's actions set the foundation for a Texas-wide public school system.[260]

Between 2006 and 2007, Texas spent $7,275 per pupil ranking it below the national average of $9,389. The pupil/teacher ratio was 14.9, below the national average of 15.3. Texas paid instructors $41,744, below the national average of $46,593. The Texas Education Agency[image: External link] (TEA) administers the state's public school systems. Texas has over 1,000[image: External link] school districts[image: External link]- all districts except the Stafford Municipal School District[image: External link] are independent from municipal government and many cross city boundaries.[261] School districts have the power to tax[image: External link] their residents and to assert eminent domain[image: External link] over privately owned property. Due to court-mandated equitable school financing for school districts, the state has a controversial tax redistribution system called the"Robin Hood plan[image: External link]". This plan transfers property tax revenue from wealthy school districts to poor ones.[262] The TEA has no authority over private or home school[image: External link] activities.[263]

Students in Texas take the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness[image: External link] (STAAR) in primary and secondary school. STAAR assess students' attainment of reading[image: External link], writing, mathematics[image: External link], science, and social studies[image: External link] skills required under Texas education standards and the No Child Left Behind Act[image: External link]. The test replaced the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills[image: External link] (TAKS) test in the 2011–2012 school year.[264]



Although unusual in the West, school corporal punishment[image: External link] is not uncommon in more conservative areas of the state, with 28,569 public school students[265] paddled[image: External link] at least one time, according to government data for the 2011–2012 school year.[266] The rate of school corporal punishment in Texas is surpassed only by Mississippi, Alabama, and Arkansas.[266]
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Further information: List of colleges and universities in Texas[image: External link]


The state's two most widely recognized flagship universities are The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link] and Texas A&M University[image: External link], ranked as the 52nd[267] and 69th[268] best universities in the nation according to the 2014 edition of U.S. News & World Report's[image: External link] "Best Colleges", respectively. Some observers[269] also include the University of Houston[image: External link] and Texas Tech University[image: External link] as tier one flagships alongside UT Austin and A&M.[270][271] The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board[image: External link] (THECB) ranks the state's public universities into three distinct tiers:[272]


	National Research Universities (Tier 1)[273]

	The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]

	Texas A&M University[image: External link]

	Texas Tech University[image: External link]

	University of Houston[image: External link]





	Emerging Research Universities (Tier 2)[272]

	The University of Texas at Arlington[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at Dallas[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at El Paso[image: External link]

	The University of Texas at San Antonio[image: External link]

	The University of North Texas[image: External link]

	Texas State University[image: External link]





	Comprehensive Universities (Tier 3)[272]

	All other public universities (25 in total)







Texas's controversial alternative affirmative action plan, Texas House Bill 588[image: External link], guarantees Texas students who graduated in the top 10 percent of their high school class automatic admission to state-funded universities. The bill encourages demographic diversity while avoiding problems stemming from the Hopwood v. Texas[image: External link] (1996) case.

Thirty-six (36) separate and distinct public universities exist in Texas, of which 32 belong to one of the six state university systems.[274][275] Discovery of minerals on Permanent University Fund[image: External link] land, particularly oil, has helped fund the rapid growth of the state's two largest university systems: the University of Texas System[image: External link] and the Texas A&M System[image: External link]. The four other university systems: the University of Houston System[image: External link], the University of North Texas System[image: External link], the Texas State System[image: External link], and the Texas Tech System[image: External link] are not funded by the Permanent University Fund.

The Carnegie Foundation classifies three of Texas's universities as Tier One research institutions: The University of Texas at Austin[image: External link], the Texas A&M University[image: External link], and the University of Houston[image: External link]. The University of Texas at Austin and Texas A&M University are flagship universities of the state of Texas. Both were established by the Texas Constitution and hold stakes in the Permanent University Fund. The state has been putting effort to expand the number of flagship universities by elevating some of its seven institutions designated as "emerging research universities." The two that are expected to emerge first are the University of Houston and Texas Tech University, likely in that order according to discussions on the House floor of the 82nd Texas Legislature.[276]

The state is home to various private institutions of higher learning—ranging from liberal arts colleges to a nationally recognized top-tier research university. Rice University[image: External link] in Houston is one of the leading teaching and research universities of the United States and is ranked the nation's 17th-best overall university by U.S. News & World Report.[277] Trinity University[image: External link], a private, primarily undergraduate liberal arts university in San Antonio, has ranked first among universities granting primarily bachelor's and select master's degrees in the Western United States for 20 consecutive years by U.S. News.[278] Private universities include Austin College[image: External link], Baylor University[image: External link], University of Mary Hardin–Baylor[image: External link], and Southwestern University[image: External link].[279][280][281]

Universities in Texas host three presidential libraries: George Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] at Texas A&M University, the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum[image: External link] at The University of Texas at Austin, and the George W. Bush Presidential Library[image: External link] at Southern Methodist University[image: External link].
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See also: Category:Texas media[image: External link]
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See also: List of hospitals in Texas[image: External link]


Notwithstanding the concentration of elite medical centers located in the state, The Commonwealth Fund[image: External link] ranks the Texas healthcare system[image: External link] the third worst in the nation.[282] Texas ranks close to last in access to healthcare, quality of care, avoidable hospital spending, and equity among various groups.[282] Causes of the state's poor rankings include politics, a high poverty rate, and the highest rate of illegal immigration in the nation.[194] In May 2006, Texas initiated the program "code red" in response to the report that the state had 25.1 percent of the population without health insurance, the largest proportion in the nation.[283] Texas also has controversial non-economic damages caps[image: External link] for medical malpractice[image: External link] lawsuits, set at $250,000, in an attempt to "curb rising malpractice premiums, and control escalating healthcare costs".[284]

The Trust for America's Health[image: External link] ranked Texas 15th highest in adult obesity[image: External link], with 27.2 percent of the state's population measured[image: External link] as obese.[285] The 2008 Men's Health[image: External link] obesity survey ranked four Texas cities among the top 25 fattest cities in America; Houston ranked 6th, Dallas 7th, El Paso 8th, and Arlington[image: External link] 14th.[286] Texas had only one city, Austin, ranked 21st, in the top 25 among the "fittest cities" in America.[286] The same survey has evaluated the state's obesity initiatives favorably with a "B+".[286] The state is ranked forty-second in the percentage of residents who engage in regular exercise.[287]

Texas has highest maternal mortality rate[image: External link] in the developed world, and the rate by which Texas women died from pregnancy related complications doubled from 2010 to 2014, to 23.8 per 100,000. A rate unmatched in any other U.S. state or economically developed country.[288]
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Many elite research medical centers are located in Texas. The state has nine medical schools[image: External link],[289] three dental schools,[290] and two optometry[image: External link] schools.[291] Texas has two Biosafety Level 4[image: External link] (BSL-4) laboratories: one at The University of Texas Medical Branch[image: External link] (UTMB) in Galveston,[292] and the other at the Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Research[image: External link] in San Antonio—the first privately owned BSL-4 lab in the United States.[293]

The Texas Medical Center[image: External link] in Houston, holds the world's largest concentration of research and healthcare institutions, with 47 member institutions.[294] Texas Medical Center performs the most heart transplants in the world.[295] The University of Texas M. D. Anderson Cancer Center[image: External link] in Houston is a highly regarded academic institution that centers around cancer patient care, research, education and prevention.[296]

San Antonio's South Texas Medical Center[image: External link] facilities rank sixth in clinical medicine research impact in the United States.[297] The University of Texas Health Science Center[image: External link] is another highly ranked research and educational institution in San Antonio.[298][299]

Both the American Heart Association[image: External link] and the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center[image: External link] call Dallas home. The Southwestern Medical Center ranks "among the top academic medical centers in the world".[300] The institution's medical school[image: External link] employs the most medical school Nobel laureates[image: External link] in the world.[300][301]
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Main article: Transportation in Texas[image: External link]


Texans have historically had difficulties traversing Texas due to the state's large size and rough terrain. Texas has compensated by building both America's largest highway and railway systems in length. The regulatory authority[image: External link], the Texas Department of Transportation[image: External link] (TxDOT) maintains the state's immense highway system, regulates aviation,[302] and public transportation[image: External link] systems.[303]

Located centrally in North America, the state is an important transportation hub[image: External link]. From the Dallas/Fort Worth area, trucks can reach 93 percent of the nation's population within 48 hours, and 37 percent within 24 hours.[304] Texas has 33 foreign trade zones[image: External link] (FTZ), the most in the nation.[305] In 2004, a combined total of $298 billion of goods passed though Texas FTZs.[305]
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Main article: Texas state highways[image: External link]


The first Texas freeway was the Gulf Freeway[image: External link] opened in 1948 in Houston.[306] As of 2005, 79,535 miles (127,999 km) of public highway crisscrossed Texas (up from 71,000 miles (114,263 km) in 1984).[307] To fund recent growth in the state highways, Texas has 17 toll roads (see list[image: External link]) with several additional tollways[image: External link] proposed.[308] In central Texas, the southern section of the State Highway 130[image: External link] toll road has a speed limit of 85 miles per hour (137 km/h), the highest in the nation.[309] All federal and state highways in Texas are paved.
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See also: List of airports in Texas[image: External link]


Texas has 730 airports, second most of any state in the nation. Largest in Texas by size and passengers served, Dallas/Fort Worth International Airport[image: External link] (DFW) is the second largest by area in the United States, and fourth in the world with 18,076 acres (73.15 km2).[310] In traffic, DFW is the busiest in the state, the fourth busiest in the United States,[311] and sixth worldwide.[312] American Airlines Group[image: External link]'s American[image: External link] / American Eagle[image: External link], the world's largest airline in total passengers-miles transported and passenger fleet size,[313] uses DFW as its largest and main hub[image: External link]. Southwest Airlines[image: External link], headquartered in Dallas, has its operations at Dallas Love Field[image: External link].[314] It ranks as the largest airline in the United States by number of passengers carried domestically per year and the largest airline in the world[image: External link] by number of passengers carried.[315]

Texas's second-largest air facility is Houston's George Bush Intercontinental Airport[image: External link] (IAH). It served as the largest hub for the former Continental Airlines[image: External link], which was based in Houston; it serves as the largest hub for United Airlines[image: External link], the world's third-largest airline, by passenger-miles flown.[316][317] IAH offers service to the most Mexican destinations of any U.S. airport.[318][319] The next five largest airports in the state all serve over 3 million passengers annually; they include Austin-Bergstrom International Airport[image: External link], William P. Hobby Airport[image: External link], San Antonio International Airport[image: External link], Dallas Love Field[image: External link] and El Paso International Airport[image: External link]. The smallest airport in the state to be designated an international airport is Del Rio International Airport[image: External link].
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Main article: List of ports in the United States[image: External link]


Around 1,150 seaports[image: External link] dot Texas's coast with over 1,000 miles (1,600 km) of channels[image: External link].[320] Ports employ nearly one-million people and handle an average of 317 million metric tons[image: External link].[321] Texas ports connect with the rest of the U.S. Atlantic seaboard with the Gulf[image: External link] section of the Intracoastal Waterway[image: External link].[320] The Port of Houston[image: External link] today is the busiest port in the United States in foreign tonnage, second in overall tonnage, and tenth[image: External link] worldwide in tonnage.[322] The Houston Ship Channel[image: External link] spans 530 feet (160 m) wide by 45 feet (14 m) deep by 50 miles (80 km) long.[323]
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See also: List of Texas railroads[image: External link]


Part of the state's tradition[image: External link] of cowboys is derived from the massive cattle drives[image: External link] which its ranchers organized in the nineteenth century to drive[image: External link] livestock to railroads and markets in Kansas, for shipment to the East. Towns along the way, such as Baxter Springs[image: External link], the first cow town in Kansas, developed to handle the seasonal workers and tens of thousands of head of cattle being driven.

The first railroad to operate in Texas was the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado Railway[image: External link], opening in August 1853.[324] The first railroad to enter Texas from the north, completed in 1872, was the Missouri–Kansas–Texas Railroad[image: External link].[325] With increasing railroad access, the ranchers did not have to take their livestock up to the Midwest, and shipped beef out from Texas. This caused a decline in the economies of the cow towns.

Since 1911, Texas has led the nation in length of railroad miles within the state. Texas railway length peaked in 1932 at 17,078 miles (27,484 km), but declined to 14,006 miles (22,540 km) by 2000. While the Railroad Commission of Texas[image: External link] originally regulated state railroads, in 2005 the state reassigned these duties to TxDOT.[326]

Both Dallas and Houston feature light rail[image: External link] systems. Dallas Area Rapid Transit[image: External link] (DART) built the first light rail system in the Southwest United States, completed in 1996.[327] The Trinity Railway Express[image: External link] (TRE) commuter rail[image: External link] service, which connects Fort Worth and Dallas, is provided by the Fort Worth Transportation Authority[image: External link] (the T) and DART.[328] In the Austin area, Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority[image: External link] operates a commuter rail service known as Capital MetroRail[image: External link] to the northwestern suburbs. The Metropolitan Transit Authority of Harris County, Texas[image: External link] (METRO) operates light rail lines in the Houston area.

Amtrak provides Texas with limited intercity passenger rail service. Three scheduled routes serve the state: the daily Texas Eagle[image: External link] (Chicago–San Antonio); the tri-weekly Sunset Limited[image: External link] (New Orleans–Los Angeles), with stops in Texas; and the daily Heartland Flyer[image: External link] (Fort Worth–Oklahoma City).
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Main article: Sports in Texas[image: External link]


Further information: List of Texas sports teams[image: External link] and List of University Interscholastic League events[image: External link]


While American football[image: External link] has long been considered "king" in the state, Texans today enjoy a wide variety of sports.[329]

Texans can cheer for a plethora of professional sports teams. Within the "Big Four" professional leagues[image: External link], Texas has two NFL[image: External link] teams (the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link] and the Houston Texans[image: External link]), two Major League Baseball[image: External link] teams (the Texas Rangers[image: External link] and the Houston Astros[image: External link]), three NBA[image: External link] teams (the Houston Rockets[image: External link], the San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], and the Dallas Mavericks[image: External link]), and one National Hockey League team (the Dallas Stars[image: External link]). The Dallas – Fort Worth Metroplex[image: External link] is one of only twelve American metropolitan areas that hosts sports teams from all the "Big Four" professional leagues[image: External link]. Outside of the "Big Four" leagues, Texas also has one WNBA[image: External link] team (the San Antonio Stars[image: External link]) and two Major League Soccer[image: External link] teams (the Houston Dynamo[image: External link] and FC Dallas[image: External link]).

Collegiate athletics[image: External link] have deep significance in Texas culture, especially football[image: External link]. The state has ten Division I-FBS[image: External link] schools, the most in the nation. Four of the state's universities, the Baylor Bears[image: External link], Texas Longhorns[image: External link], TCU Horned Frogs[image: External link], and Texas Tech Red Raiders[image: External link], compete in the Big 12 Conference[image: External link]. The Texas A&M Aggies[image: External link] left the Big 12 and joined the Southeastern Conference[image: External link] in 2012, which led the Big 12 to invite TCU to join; TCU was previously in the Mountain West Conference[image: External link]. The Houston Cougars[image: External link] and the SMU Mustangs[image: External link] compete in the American Athletic Conference[image: External link]. The Texas State Bobcats[image: External link] and the UT Arlington Mavericks[image: External link] compete in the Sun Belt Conference[image: External link]. Four of the state's schools claim at least one national championship in football: the Texas Longhorns, the Texas A&M Aggies, the TCU Horned Frogs, and the SMU Mustangs.

According to a survey of Division I-A coaches the rivalry[image: External link] between the University of Oklahoma[image: External link] and the University of Texas at Austin, the Red River Shootout[image: External link], ranks the third best in the nation.[330] The TCU Horned Frogs and SMU Mustangs also share a rivalry and compete annually in the Battle for the Iron Skillet[image: External link]. A fierce rivalry, the Lone Star Showdown[image: External link], also exists between the state's two largest universities, Texas A&M University and the University of Texas at Austin. The athletics portion of the Lone Star Showdown rivalry has been put on hold after the Texas A&M Aggies joined the Southeastern Conference.

The University Interscholastic League[image: External link] (UIL) organizes most primary and secondary school competitions. Events organized by UIL include contests in athletics (the most popular being high school football[image: External link]) as well as artistic and academic subjects.[331]

Texans also enjoy the rodeo[image: External link]. The world's first rodeo was hosted in Pecos, Texas[image: External link].[332] The annual Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo[image: External link] is the largest rodeo in the world. It begins with trail rides that originate from several points throughout the state that convene at Reliant Park[image: External link].[333] The Southwestern Exposition and Livestock Show[image: External link] in Fort Worth is the oldest continuously running rodeo incorporating many of the state's most historic traditions into its annual events. Dallas hosts the State Fair of Texas[image: External link] each year at Fair Park[image: External link].[334]

Texas Motor Speedway[image: External link] hosts annual NASCAR Cup Series[image: External link] and IndyCar Series[image: External link] auto races since 1997. Since 2012, Austin's Circuit of the Americas[image: External link] plays host to a round of the Formula 1[image: External link] World Championship[335] —the first at a permanent road circuit in the United States since the 1980 Grand Prix[image: External link] at Watkins Glen International[image: External link]—, as well as Grand Prix motorcycle racing[image: External link], FIA World Endurance Championship[image: External link] and United SportsCar Championship[image: External link] races.
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	Index of Texas-related articles[image: External link]

	
Outline of Texas[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Texas

	Legal status of Texas[image: External link]

	Texas secession movements[image: External link]

	LGBT rights in Texas[image: External link]
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^ For example, as used by the large Grand Prairie[image: External link]–based national and international amusement park operator Six Flags[image: External link]








	
^ a b c Did not run and was not a candidate, but received one electoral vote by a faithless elector[image: External link].
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Marco Rubio






For the boxer, see Marco Antonio Rubio[image: External link].

Marco Antonio Rubio /'ru:bioU /[image: External link] (born May 28, 1971) is an American politician and attorney, and the junior[image: External link] United States Senator from Florida[image: External link]. Rubio previously served as Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link].

Rubio is a Cuban American[image: External link] from Miami[image: External link], with degrees[image: External link] from the University of Florida[image: External link] and the University of Miami School of Law[image: External link]. In the late 1990s, he served as a City Commissioner[image: External link] for West Miami[image: External link] and was elected to the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link] in 2000, representing the 111th House district.

Later in 2000, Rubio was promoted to be one of two majority whips[image: External link], and in 2002, he was appointed House Majority Leader[image: External link] by Speaker Johnnie Byrd[image: External link]. Subsequently, he was elected Speaker[image: External link] of the Florida House, serving as Speaker for two years beginning in November 2006. Upon leaving the Florida legislature in 2008 due to term limits, Rubio started a new law firm[image: External link], and also began teaching at Florida International University[image: External link], where he continues as an adjunct professor[image: External link].

Rubio successfully ran for United States Senate[image: External link] in 2010. In the U.S. Senate, he chairs the Commerce Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard[image: External link], as well as the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian Security, Democracy, Human Rights and Global Women's Issues[image: External link]. He is one of four Latino Americans serving in the Senate[image: External link].

In April 2015, Rubio announced that he would forgo seeking reelection to the Senate to run for President. He suspended his campaign for President on March 15, 2016, after losing the Republican primary in his home state of Florida[image: External link] to Donald Trump.[1] On June 22, 2016, he reversed his decision not to seek reelection to the Senate and announced a campaign for reelection citing the 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link].[2] Rubio was reelected after defeating Democrat Patrick Murphy[image: External link] in the 2016 general election.
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 Early life, education, and entry into politics




Marco Antonio Rubio was born in Miami, Florida[image: External link],[3] the second son and third child of Mario Rubio Reina[4] and Oriales ( née[image: External link] Garcia) Rubio. His parents were Cubans who immigrated to the United States in 1956, prior to the rise of Fidel Castro[image: External link] in January 1959.[5] His mother made at least four trips back after Castro’s victory, including for a month in 1961.[5] Neither of his parents was a U.S. citizen at the time of Rubio's birth,[6] but his parents applied for U.S. citizenship and were naturalized[image: External link] in 1975.[5]

Rubio's maternal grandfather, Pedro Victor Garcia, initially immigrated legally to the U.S. in 1956, but returned to Cuba[image: External link] to find work in 1959.[7] When he returned to the U.S. in 1962[image: External link] without a visa[image: External link], he was detained as an undocumented immigrant, and an immigration judge ordered him to be deported[image: External link].[7][8] The immigration officials had a "change of heart" later the same day, the deportation order was not enforced, and Garcia was given a legal status ("parolee") that allowed him to stay in the U.S.[9] Rubio's grandfather remained in the US and re-applied for permanent resident status in 1966, following passage of the Cuban Adjustment Act[image: External link], at which point his residency was approved. In March 2016, the New York Times[image: External link] reported that Garcia was put in a "gray area" of the law that meant he could remain in the U.S. from 1962 to 1966.[9][10][11]

Marco has three siblings: older brother Mario, older sister Barbara (married to Orlando Cicilia[image: External link]), and younger sister Veronica (formerly married to entertainer Carlos Ponce[image: External link]).[12] Growing up, his family was Roman Catholic[image: External link], though from age 8 to age 11 he and his family attended The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] while living in Las Vegas.[13] During those years in Nevada, his father worked as a bartender at Sam's Town Hotel and his mother a housekeeper at the Imperial Palace Hotel and Casino[image: External link].[14] He received his first communion[image: External link] as a Catholic in 1984, before moving back to Miami with his family a year later. He was confirmed and later married in the Catholic Church.[15][16]

Rubio attended South Miami Senior High School[image: External link], graduating in 1989. He then attended Tarkio College[image: External link] in Missouri for one year on a football[image: External link] scholarship[image: External link] from 1989 to 1990, before enrolling at Santa Fe Community College[image: External link] (now Santa Fe College[image: External link]) in Gainesville, Florida[image: External link]. He earned his Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in political science[image: External link] from the University of Florida[image: External link] in 1993, and his J.D.[image: External link] degree cum laude[image: External link] from the University of Miami School of Law[image: External link] in 1996.[17][18] Rubio has said that his education resulted in $100,000 of student loans, which he paid off in 2012.[19]

While studying law, Rubio interned for U.S. Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen[image: External link].[20] He also worked on Republican[image: External link] Senator Bob Dole[image: External link]'s 1996 presidential campaign.[21][22] In April 1998, two years out of law school and 26 years old, Rubio was elected to a seat as City Commissioner[image: External link] for West Miami[image: External link] before moving on to the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link] in early 2000.[23][24]

In October 2011, newspapers reported that Rubio's previous statements that his parents were forced to leave Cuba in 1959, after Fidel Castro came to power, were embellishments. His parents actually left Cuba in 1956, during the dictatorship of Fulgencio Batista[image: External link]. According to The Washington Post, many voters in Florida would be less impressed by his family being economic migrants instead of political refugees[image: External link] from a communist regime.[5] Rubio responded, saying: "The essence of my family story is why they came to America in the first place, and why they had to stay."[25] Aside from Rubio's maternal grandfather who fled communist Cuba in 1962, several other relatives were also admitted to the U.S. as refugees.[26]
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 Elections and concurrent employment




In late 1999, a special election[image: External link] was called to fill the seat for the 111th House District in the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link], representing Miami. The seat had been held by Representative Carlos Valdes, who had run for and won an open Florida State Senate[image: External link] seat.[27] It was considered a safe Republican seat, so Rubio's main challenge was to win the GOP nomination. He campaigned as a moderate, advocating tax cuts and early childhood education[image: External link].[24]

Rubio placed second in the Republican primary on December 14, 1999,[28] but won the run-off election for the Republican nomination, defeating Angel Zayon (a television and radio reporter who was popular with Cuban exiles) by just 64 votes.[24][29] He then defeated Democrat Anastasia Garcia with 72% of the vote in a January 25, 2000 special election.[30]

In November 2000, Rubio won re-election unopposed.[31] In 2002, he won re-election to a second full term unopposed.[32] In 2004, he won re-election to a third full term with 66% of the vote.[33] In 2006, he won re-election to a fourth full term unopposed.[34]

Rubio served almost nine years in the Florida House of Representatives. Since the Florida legislative session officially lasted only 60 days, he was able to spend about half of each year in Miami, where he worked first at a law firm that specialized in land use and zoning, and later starting in 2004, took a position with Broad and Cassel[image: External link], a Miami law and lobbying firm, though state law precluded him from engaging in lobbying or introducing legislation on behalf of the firm's clients.[24][35]
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 Tenure in legislature




At the time Rubio took his seat in the legislature in Tallahassee[image: External link] in January 2000, voters in Florida had recently approved a constitutional amendment on term limits[image: External link]. This created openings for new legislative leaders due to many senior incumbents having to retire. According to an article in National Journal[image: External link], Rubio also gained an extra advantage in that regard, because he was sworn in early due to the special election, and he would take advantage of these opportunities to join the GOP leadership.[24]
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 Majority whip and majority leader




Later in 2000, the majority leader[image: External link] of the House, Mike Fasano[image: External link], promoted Rubio to be one of two majority whips[image: External link].[24] National Journal described that position as typically requiring a lot of arm-twisting, but said Rubio took a different approach that relied more on persuading legislators and less on coercing them.[24]

Fasano resigned in September 2001 as majority leader of the House due to disagreements with the House speaker, and the speaker passed over Rubio to appoint a more experienced replacement for Fasano. Rubio volunteered to work on redistricting[image: External link], which he accomplished by dividing the state into five regions, then working individually with the lawmakers involved, and this work helped to cement his relationships with GOP leaders.[24]

In December 2002, Rubio was appointed House Majority Leader by Speaker Johnnie Byrd[image: External link].[36][37] He persuaded Speaker Byrd to restructure the job of Majority Leader, so that legislative wrangling would be left to the whip’s office, and Rubio would become the main spokesperson for the House GOP.[24]

According to National Journal, during this period Rubio did not entirely adhere to doctrinaire conservative principles, and some colleagues described him as a centrist[image: External link] "who sought out Democrats and groups that don’t typically align with the GOP".[24] He co-sponsored legislation that would have let farm workers sue growers in state court if they were shortchanged on pay, and co-sponsored a bill for giving in-state tuition rates to the children of undocumented immigrants[image: External link].[24] In the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link], he voiced suspicion about expanding police detention powers, and helped defeat a GOP bill that would have required colleges to increase reporting to the state about foreign students.[24]

As a state representative, Rubio requested legislative earmarks[image: External link] (called "Community Budget Issue Requests" in Florida), totaling about $145 million for 2001 and 2002, but none thereafter.[38][39] Additionally, an office in the executive branch compiled a longer list of spending requests by legislators, including Rubio,[40] as did the non-profit group Florida TaxWatch.[41] Many of those listed items were for health and social programs that Rubio has described as "the kind of thing that legislators would get attacked on if we didn't fund them."[41] A 2010 report by the Tampa Bay Times[image: External link] and Miami Herald[image: External link] said that some of Rubio’s spending requests dovetailed with his personal interests.[40] For example, Rubio requested a $20 million appropriation for Jackson Memorial Hospital[image: External link] to subsidize care for the poor and uninsured,[41] and Rubio later did work for that hospital as a consultant.[40] A spokesman for Rubio has said that the items in question helped the whole county, that Rubio did not lobby to get them approved, that the hospital money was necessary and non-controversial, and that Rubio is "a limited-government conservative ... not a no-government conservative".[40]
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 House speaker




On September 13, 2005, at the age of 34,[42] Rubio clinched the speakership after State Representatives Dennis Baxley[image: External link], Jeff Kottkamp[image: External link], and Dennis A. Ross[image: External link] dropped out. He was actually sworn in over a year later, in November 2006. He became the first Cuban American[image: External link] to be speaker of the Florida House of Representatives[image: External link], and would remain speaker until November 2008.[43]

When he was chosen as future speaker in 2005, Rubio delivered a speech to the House in which he asked members to look in their desks, where they each found a hardcover book titled 100 Innovative Ideas For Florida’s Future; but the book was intentionally blank, because it had not yet been written, and Rubio told his colleagues that they would fill in the pages together with the help of ordinary Floridians.[24] In 2006, after traveling around the state and talking with citizens, and compiling their ideas, Rubio published the book.[44][45] The National Journal called this book "the centerpiece of Rubio’s early speakership".[24] About 24 of the "ideas" became law, while another 10 were partially enacted.[45] Among the items from his 2006 book that became law were multiple-year car registrations, a requirement that high schools provide more vocational courses, and an expanded voucher-like school-choice program. Rubio's defenders, and even some critics, point out that nationwide economic difficulties[image: External link] overlapped with much of Rubio's speakership, and so funding new legislative proposals became difficult.[24]

At the time Rubio took office as speaker, Jeb Bush was completing his term as governor, and Bush left office in January 2007. Rubio hired 18 Bush aides, leading capitol insiders to say the speaker's suite was "the governor’s office in exile." An article in National Journal described Rubio's style as being very different from Bush's; where Bush was a very assertive manager of affairs in Tallahassee, the article says, Rubio's style was to delegate certain powers, relinquish others, and invite former political rivals into his inner circle.[24] As incoming speaker, he decided to open a private dining room for legislators, which he said would give members more privacy, free from being pursued by lobbyists, though the expense of doing so led to a public relations problem.[24]

In 2006, Florida enacted into law limitations upon the authority of the state government to take private property, in response to the 2005 Supreme Court decision in Kelo v. City of New London[image: External link] which took a broad view of governmental power to take private property under eminent domain[image: External link]. This state legislation had been proposed by a special committee chaired by Rubio prior to his speakership.[46]

Jeb Bush was succeeded by Charlie Crist[image: External link], a moderate Republican who took office in January 2007. Rubio and Crist clashed frequently. Their sharpest clash involved the governor's initiative to expand casino gambling[image: External link] in Florida. Rubio sued Crist for bypassing the Florida Legislature in order to make a deal with the Seminole Tribe[image: External link]. The Florida Supreme Court[image: External link] sided with Rubio and blocked the deal.[47][48]

Rubio also was a critic of Crist's strategy to fight climate change[image: External link] through an executive order creating new automobile and utility emissions standards[image: External link]. Rubio accused Crist of imposing "European-style big government mandates," and the legislature under Rubio's leadership weakened the impact of Crist's climate change initiative.[24][48] Rubio said that Crist’s approach would harm consumers by driving up utility bills without having much effect upon the environment, and that a better approach would be to promote biofuel[image: External link] (e.g. ethanol[image: External link]), solar panels[image: External link], and energy efficiency[image: External link].[49][50][51]

Rubio introduced a plan to reduce state property taxes[image: External link] to 2001 levels (and potentially eliminate them altogether), while increasing sales taxes[image: External link] by 1% to 2.5% to fund schools. The proposal would have reduced property taxes in the state by $40–50 billion. His proposal passed the House, but was opposed by Governor Crist and Florida Senate Republicans, who said that the increase in sales tax would disproportionately affect the poor. So, Rubio agreed to smaller changes, and Crist's proposal to double the state's property tax exemption[image: External link] from $25,000 to $50,000 (for a tax reduction estimated by Crist to be $33 billion) ultimately passed.[24][46][52] Legislators called it the largest tax cut in Florida's history up until then.[46][53] At the time, Republican anti-tax activist Grover Norquist[image: External link] described Rubio as "the most pro-taxpayer legislative leader in the country."[52]

As speaker, Rubio "aggressively tried to push Florida to the political right[image: External link]," according to NBC News, and frequently clashed with the Florida Senate[image: External link], which was run by more moderate Republicans[image: External link], and with then-Governor Charlie Crist, a centrist Republican at the time.[48] Although a conservative, "behind the scenes many Democrats considered Rubio someone with whom they could work," according to biographer Manuel Roig-Franzia.[54] Dan Gelber[image: External link] of Miami, the House Democratic leader at the time of Rubio's speakership, considered him "a true conservative" but not "a reflexive partisan," saying: "He didn't have an objection to working with the other side simply because they were the other side. To put it bluntly, he wasn't a jerk."[55] Gelber considered Rubio "a severe conservative, really far to the right, but probably the most talented spokesman the severe right could ever hope for."[48]

While Speaker of the Florida House, Rubio shared a residence in Tallahassee with another Florida State Representative, David Rivera[image: External link], which the two co-owned. The house later went into foreclosure in 2010 after several missed mortgage payments.[56] At that point, Rubio assumed responsibility for the payments, and the house was eventually sold.[57][58]

In 2007, Florida State Senator Tony Hill[image: External link] (D-Jacksonville), chairman of the state legislature's Black Caucus, requested that the legislature apologize for slavery[image: External link], and Rubio said the idea merited discussion.[59] The following year, a supportive Rubio said such apologies can be important albeit symbolic; he pointed out that even in 2008 young African-American males "believe that the American dream is not available to them".[60][61] He helped set up a council on issues facing black men and boys, persuaded colleagues to replicate the Harlem Children's Zone[image: External link] in the Miami neighborhood of Liberty City[image: External link], and supported efforts to promote literacy and mentoring for black children and others.[62][63][64][65]

In 2010 during Rubio's senate campaign, and again in 2015 during his presidential campaign, issues were raised by the media and his political opponents about some items charged by Rubio to his Republican Party of Florida[image: External link] American Express card during his time as House speaker.[66][67][68] Rubio charged about $110,000 during those two years, of which $16,000 was personal expenses unrelated to party business, such as groceries and plane tickets.[69] Rubio said that he personally paid American Express more than $16,000 for these personal expenses.[70][71] In 2012, the Florida Commission on Ethics cleared Rubio of wrongdoing in his use of the party-issued credit card, although the commission inspector said that Rubio exhibited a "level of negligence" in not using his personal MasterCard.[72][73] In November 2015, Rubio released his party credit card statements for January 2005 through October 2006, which showed eight personal charges totaling $7,243.74, all of which he had personally reimbursed, in most instances by the next billing period.[68][69][74] When releasing the charge records, Rubio spokesman Todd Harris said, "These statements are more than 10 years old. And the only people who ask about them today are the liberal media and our political opponents. We are releasing them now because Marco has nothing to hide."[68]
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After leaving the Florida Legislature in 2008, Rubio started his own law firm,[75] and also began teaching under a fellowship appointment at Florida International University[image: External link] (FIU) as an adjunct professor[image: External link].[76] In 2011, he rejoined the FIU faculty after entering the U.S. Senate, and he has taught on most Mondays and Fridays, when the Senate is usually not in session.[76][77] Rubio teaches in the Department of Politics and International Relations, which is part of FIU's Steven J. Green School of International and Public Affairs.[78] He has taught up to four undergraduate courses per year, on Florida politics[image: External link], political parties, and legislative politics.[79][80]

Rubio's reviews from students have been positive, even from students who disagree with him politically.[76] He generally gives the impression of being unbiased and nonpartisan, and when offering his own opinion identifies it as such.[77][81] Rubio says that he wants students, when they watch the news, to have an appreciation for what is really going on behind the scenes, and says that teaching "forces me to stop sometimes and analyze things".[76]

As of 2015, Rubio's appointment as an FIU professor is no longer a matter of partisan criticism, though it was initially.[81] The university obtained considerable state funding when Rubio was speaker of the Florida House, but many other university jobs were being eliminated due to funding issues at the time FIU appointed him to the faculty.[76][79][82] According to news reporting about Rubio's speakership, he "might have helped FIU get money early, but all the projects already had been scheduled for funding by the state's Board of Governors[image: External link]."[79] The president of the faculty senate[image: External link] at the time criticized the appointment, and Charlie Crist raised the issue against Rubio during the 2010 U.S. Senate election.[76][82] Rubio spokesman Alex Burgos said that the position was approved in advance by the Senate Ethics Committee[image: External link], which was then led by Barbara Boxer[image: External link].[79] The director of FIU's School of International and Public Affairs says that Rubio "brings a great deal of insight and hands-on knowledge of the political process to the classroom...our students will learn from a sitting U.S. senator, which is an incredible opportunity."[79] When Rubio accepted the fellowship appointment as an adjunct professor at FIU, he agreed to raise most of the funding for his position from private sources. Billionaire Norman Braman[image: External link], also a major campaign donor to Rubio, donated $100,000 to finance the teaching position.[82][83] Rubio's office says that other senators, such as then-Senator Joe Biden[image: External link], have held teaching positions during their terms of office.[79]
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Main article: United States Senate election in Florida, 2010[image: External link]


On May 5, 2009, Rubio announced on his website that he planned to run for the United States Senate seat being vacated by Mel Martínez[image: External link], who had announced that he would not seek reelection. Martinez subsequently announced (in August 2009) that he would resign before completing his term, and upon his resignation was replaced by George LeMieux[image: External link]. Prior to making his May 5, 2009 announcement, Rubio had been meeting with fundraisers and supporters throughout the state.[84] Initially trailing by double-digits in the primary against the incumbent Governor of his own party, Charlie Crist, Rubio eventually surpassed Crist in polling for the Republican nomination.[85][86] In his campaign, Rubio received the support of members of the Tea Party, many of whom were dissatisfied with Crist's policies as governor.[87]

On April 28, 2010, Crist announced he would be running without a party affiliation, effectively ceding the Republican nomination to Rubio.[88][89][90]

Several of Crist's top fundraisers, as well as Republican leadership, refused to support Crist after Rubio won the Republican nomination for the Senate.[91][92][93]

On November 2, 2010, Rubio won the general election with 49 percent of the vote to Crist's 30% and Democrat[image: External link] Kendrick Meek[image: External link]'s 20%.[94] Following his victory in the elections, Rubio soon became the subject of speculation as a potential Republican candidate for the 2012 presidential election[image: External link].[95][96] At the time of his election, Rubio joined Bob Menendez[image: External link] of New Jersey as the only two Latino Americans in the Senate[image: External link]. (Ted Cruz would be elected Senator from Texas two years later.)[97]
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Main article: United States Senate election in Florida, 2016[image: External link]


On June 13, 2016, despite his previous statements that he would not run for reelection to his Senate seat, Rubio "seemed to open the door to running for re-election," citing the previous day's 2016 Orlando nightclub shooting[image: External link] and how "it really gives you pause, to think a little bit about your service to your country and where you can be most useful to your country,"[98] officially announcing his candidacy nine days later, on June 22.[2] Rubio won the Republican primary on August 30, 2016, defeating Carlos Beruff[image: External link].[99] He faced Democratic nominee Patrick Murphy[image: External link] in the general election, defeating him with 52% of the vote.[100]
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During Rubio’s first four years in the U.S. Senate, Republicans were in the minority[image: External link], but since January 2015 Republicans have been the Senate majority party.[101]
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Shortly after taking office in 2011, Rubio said he had no interest in running for president or vice president in the 2012 presidential election.[102] In March 2012, when he endorsed Mitt Romney for president, Rubio said that he did not expect to be or want to be selected[image: External link] as a vice presidential running mate[image: External link],[103] but was vetted[image: External link] for vice president by the Romney campaign[image: External link].[103] Former Romney aide Beth Myers[image: External link] has said that the vetting process turned up nothing disqualifying about Rubio.[104]

Upon taking office, Rubio hired Cesar Conda[image: External link] as his chief of staff[image: External link].[105][106][107] Conda, a former adviser to Vice President Dick Cheney[image: External link], and former top aide to Sens. Spencer Abraham[image: External link] (R-Mich.) and Robert Kasten[image: External link] (R-Wis.), was succeeded in 2014 as Rubio's chief of staff by his deputy, Alberto Martinez, but Conda remained as a part-time adviser.[108]

During his first year in office, Rubio became an influential defender of the United States embargo against Cuba[image: External link], and induced the State Department to withdraw an ambassadorial nomination of Jonathan D. Farrar[image: External link], who was the Chief of Mission of the United States Interests Section in Havana[image: External link] from 2008 to 2011. Rubio believed that Farrar was not assertive enough toward the Castro regime.[109] Also in 2011, he was invited to visit the Reagan Library[image: External link], during which he gave a well-publicized speech praising its namesake, and also rescued Nancy Reagan[image: External link] from falling.[110][111]

In March 2011, Rubio supported U.S. participation in the military campaign in Libya[image: External link] to oust Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi[image: External link].[112] He urged that Senate leaders bring "a bi-partisan resolution to the Senate floor authorizing the President's decision to participate in allied military action in Libya".[113] The administration decided that no congressional authorization was needed under the War Powers Resolution[image: External link]; Senator Joe Lieberman[image: External link] (I-CT) joined Rubio in writing an opinion piece for the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] in June 2011 again urging passage of such authorization.[114] In October 2011, Rubio joined several other Senators in pushing for continued engagement to "help Libya lay the foundation for sustainable security."[115] Soon after Gadhafi was ousted, Rubio warned there was a serious threat posed by the spread of militias and weapons, and called for more U.S. involvement to counter that threat.[112]

Rubio voted against the Budget Control Act of 2011[image: External link], which included mandatory automatic budget cuts from sequestration[image: External link].[116][117] He later said that defense spending should never have been linked to taxes and the deficit, calling the policy a "terrible idea" based on a "false choice."[116]

The following month, Rubio and Senator Chris Coons[image: External link], Democrat of Delaware, co-sponsored the American Growth, Recovery, Empowerment and Entrepreneurship Act (AGREE Act), which would have extended many tax credits[image: External link] and exemptions for businesses investing in research and development[image: External link], equipment, and other capital; provided a tax credit for veterans who start a business franchise; allowed an increase in immigration for certain types of work visas; and strengthened copyright protections.[118][119][120][121]

In 2012, Rubio introduced a bill, co-sponsored by Joe Manchin[image: External link], Democrat of West Virginia, to allow employers to be exempted from newly mandated coverage for contraception based on religious or moral grounds, but it was not adopted in the Senate.[122]

Rubio voted against the 2012 "fiscal cliff[image: External link]" resolutions. Although he received some criticism for this position, he responded: "Thousands of small businesses, not just the wealthy, will now be forced to decide how they'll pay this new tax, and, chances are, they'll do it by firing employees, cutting back their hours and benefits, or postponing the new hires they were looking to make. And to make matters worse, it does nothing to bring our dangerous debt under control."[123]

In 2013, Rubio was part of the bipartisan "Gang of Eight[image: External link]" Senators that crafted comprehensive immigration reform legislation[image: External link].[124] Rubio proposed a plan providing a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants currently living in the United States involving payment of fines and back taxes[image: External link], background checks, and a probationary period; that pathway was to be implemented only after strengthening border security[image: External link].[125][126] The bill passed the Senate 68 to 32 with his support, but Rubio then signaled that the bill should not be taken up by the House because other priorities, like repealing Obamacare, were a higher priority for him; the House never did take up the bill. Rubio has since explained that he still supports reform, but a different approach instead of a single comprehensive bill.[127]

Rubio was chosen to deliver the Republican response[image: External link] to President Obama’s 2013 State of the Union Address[image: External link].[128] It marked the first time the response was delivered in English and Spanish.[129] Rubio's attempt to draw a strong line against the looming defense sequestration was undercut by fellow Republican senator Rand Paul's additional response to Obama's speech that called for the sequester to be carried out.[130]

In April 2013, Rubio voted against an expansion of background checks for gun purchases[image: External link], contending that such increased regulatory measures would do little to help capture criminals.[131][132]

In May 2013, Rubio proposed the Regulation Costs to Small Businesses Act which would have required the Small Business Administration[image: External link] to conduct an annual study to estimate the total cost of regulations on small businesses.[133]

In July 2013, Rubio and Senator Ben Cardin[image: External link], Democrat of Maryland, introduced the Foreign Aid Transparency and Accountability Act of 2013. The bill would require federal agencies to monitor and regularly report on the performance of foreign assistance programs based on specified goals and metrics. The reports would be published publicly. According to Rubio: "America’s foreign assistance programs need greater transparency to ensure that they are advancing our values and interests overseas."[134]

In 2014, Rubio co-sponsored legislation with Senator Mark Warner[image: External link], Democrat of Virginia, to revise the process for calculating and collecting student loans. The legislation would base student loan payments on the student's subsequent income and automatically collect payments from paychecks in order to simplify the process and eliminate loan servicer fees.[133]
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Republicans took control of the U.S. Senate as a result of the elections in November 2014.[135] As this new period of Republican control began, Rubio pushed for elimination of the "risk corridors" used by the federal government to compensate insurers for their losses as part of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA). The risk corridors were intended to be funded by profitable insurers participating in the PPACA. However, since insurer losses have significantly exceeded their profits in the program, the risk corridors have been depleted. His efforts contributed to the inclusion of a provision in the 2014 federal budget which prevented other funding sources from being tapped to replenish the risk corridors.[136]

In February 2015, Rubio took the position that the United States Department of Veterans Affairs[image: External link] was "simply buckling under the weight of its own bureaucracy", and he endorsed their proposal to open veterans' care to private providers.[137]

In March 2015, Rubio and Senator Mike Lee[image: External link], Republican of Utah, proposed a tax plan which, according to The Wall Street Journal, combined thinking from "old-fashioned, Reagan-era supply siders" and a "breed of largely younger conservative reform thinkers" who are concerned with the tax burden on the middle-class. The plan would lower the top corporate income tax rate from 38% to 25%, eliminate taxes on capital gains, dividends and inherited estates, and create a new child tax credit worth up to $2,500 per child. The plan would set the top individual income tax rate at 35%. It also included a proposal to replace the means-tested welfare system, including food stamps and the Earned Income Tax Credit, with a new "consolidated system of benefits".[138]

According to analysis by Vocativ[image: External link] as reported by Fox News, Rubio has missed 8.3 percent of total votes since taking office, from January 2011 to February 2015.[139] From October 27, 2014, to October 26, 2015, Rubio voted in 74 percent of Senate votes, according to an analysis by GovTrack.us, which tracks Congressional voting records.[140][141] In 2015, Rubio was absent for about 35 percent of Senate votes.[140][142] In historical context Rubio's attendance record for Senate votes is not exceptional among senators seeking a presidential nomination, such as Senator John McCain whose percentage of missed votes in 2007 was much higher. However it is the worst of the three senators who campaigned for the presidency in 2015.[143]

During his Senate tenure, Rubio has co-sponsored bills on issues ranging from humanitarian crises in Haiti[image: External link] to the Russian incursion into Ukraine[image: External link],[144] and has been a frequent and prominent critic of President Obama's efforts in the field of national security.[144]

On May 17, 2016, Rubio broke from the Republican majority in his support of President Obama's request for a $2 billion funding for emergency spending toward the Zika virus[image: External link] at a time when Florida accounted for roughly 20% of the recorded cases of Zika in the U.S., acknowledging that it was the president's request but furthering that "it’s really the scientists’ requests, the doctors’ request, the public health sector’s request for how to address this issue."[145] On August 6, Rubio stated he does not believe in terminating Zika-infected pregnancies.[146]

On December 13, after President-elect Trump announced Rex Tillerson[image: External link] as his pick for Secretary of State[image: External link] in the incoming administration, Rubio expressed concerns with the selection.[147] On January 11, Rubio questioned Tillerson during a senate committee hearing on his confirmation, saying afterward he would "do what's right".[148] On January 23, Rubio confirmed that he would vote for Tillerson, stating that a delay in the appointment would be counter to national interests.[149]

On April 5, 2017, Rubio said Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] felt he could act with "impunity" in knowing the United States was not prioritizing removing him from office.[150] The following day, Rubio praised Trump's ordered strike[image: External link]: "By acting decisively against the very facility from which Assad launched his murderous chemical weapons attack, President Trump has made it clear to Assad and those who empower him that the days of committing war crimes with impunity are over."[151]
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In the U.S. Senate, he chairs the Commerce Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard[image: External link], as well as the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian Security, Democracy, Human Rights and Global Women's Issues[image: External link]. His committee memberships are as follows.[152][153]


	
Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation[image: External link][152]

	Subcommittee on Aviation Operations, Safety, and Security[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Communications, Technology, and the Internet[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Oceans, Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast Guard[image: External link] (chair)

	Subcommittee on Science and Space[image: External link]





	
Committee on Foreign Relations[image: External link][153]

	Subcommittee on East Asia, The Pacific, and International Cybersecurity Policy[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Africa and Global Health Policy[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Near East, South and Central Asia, and Counterterrorism[image: External link]

	
Subcommittee on Western Hemisphere, Transnational Crime, Civilian Security, Democracy, Human Rights, and Global Women's Issues[image: External link] (chair)





	Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link]

	Committee on Small Business and Entrepreneurship[image: External link]
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Main article: Marco Rubio presidential campaign, 2016


Further information: United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]


Rubio stated in April 2014 that he would not run for both the Senate and President in 2016, as Florida law prohibits a candidate from appearing twice on a ballot, but at that time he did not rule out running for either office.[154] He has since indicated that, even if he does not win the Republican nomination for president, he does not plan to run for reelection to the Senate.[155] Also in April 2014, the departure of Cesar Conda, Rubio's chief of staff since 2011, was seen as a sign of Rubio's plans to run for President in 2016[image: External link]. Conda departed to lead Rubio's Reclaim America PAC as a senior adviser.[156][157] Groups supporting Rubio raised over $530,000 in the first three months of 2014, most of which was spent on consultants and data analytics, in what was seen as preparations for a presidential campaign.[158]

A poll from the WMUR/University, tracking New Hampshire Republican primary voters' sentiment, showed Rubio at the top alongside Kentucky senator Rand Paul later in 2013, but as of April 18, 2014, he had dropped to 10th place behind other Republican contenders. The poll, however, also suggested that Rubio was not disliked by the primary voters, which was thought to be positive for him if other candidates had chosen not to run.[159] Rubio placed second among potential 2016 Republican presidential candidates in an online poll of likely voters conducted by Zogby Analytics in January 2015.[160][161]

In January 2015, it was reported that Rubio had begun contacting top donors and appointing advisors for a potential 2016 run, including George Seay[image: External link], who previously worked on such campaigns as Rick Perry's in 2012[image: External link] and Mitt Romney's in 2008[image: External link], and Jim Rubright, who had previously worked for Jeb Bush, Mitt Romney, and John McCain.[162][163] Rubio also instructed his aides to "prepare for a presidential campaign" prior to a Team Marco 2016 fundraising meeting in South Beach[image: External link].[164]

On April 13, 2015, Rubio announced that he would run for President in 2016.[165] Rubio is an acceptable candidate for the 2016 presidential race to many parts of the GOP base, partly because of his youthfulness and oratorical skill.[166][167] Rubio had pitched his candidacy as an effort to restore the American Dream[image: External link] for middle and working-class families, who might have found his background as a working-class Cuban-American appealing.[168]
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In the first Republican primary, the February 1 Iowa caucuses, Rubio finished third, behind candidates Ted Cruz and Donald Trump.[169] During a nationally televised debate among Republican candidates in New Hampshire on February 6, 2016, Rubio was criticized by rival Chris Christie for speaking repetitiously and sounding scripted. On February 9, when he placed fifth in the New Hampshire primary results, Rubio took the blame and acknowledged a poor debate performance.[170] In the third Republican contest, the South Carolina primary on February 20, Rubio finished second, but did not gain any delegates as Trump won all of South Carolina's congressional districts[image: External link] and thus delegates.[171][172] Jeb Bush left the race that day, leading to a surge in campaign donations and endorsements to Rubio. On February 23, Rubio finished second in the Nevada caucuses, again losing to Trump.[173]

At another Republican debate on February 25, Rubio repeatedly criticized frontrunner candidate Donald Trump.[174] It was described by CNN as a "turning point in style" as Rubio had previously largely ignored Trump during his campaign, and this deviated from Rubio's signature "optimistic campaign message". The next day Rubio continued turning Trump's attacks against him,[175] even ridiculing Trump's physical appearance.[176] On March 1, called 'Super Tuesday[image: External link]' with eleven Republican contests on that day, Rubio's sole victory was in Minnesota, the first state he had won since voting began a month prior.[172] Rubio went on to win further contests in Puerto Rico on March 6 and the District of Columbia on March 12, but lost eight other contests from March 5 to 8.[172] Around that time, Rubio revealed he was not "entirely proud" of his personal attacks on Trump.[177]

On March 15, Rubio suspended his campaign after placing second in his own home state of Florida.[176] Hours earlier, Rubio had expressed expectations for a Florida win, and said he would continue to campaign (in Utah) "irrespective of" that night's results.[178] The result was that Rubio won 27.0% of the Florida vote, while Trump won 45.7% and all of Florida's delegates.[179] The conclusion of the six March 15 contests (out of which Rubio won none) left Rubio with 169 delegates on the race to reach 1237, but Ted Cruz already had 411 and Trump 673.[172][180] On March 17, Rubio ruled out runs for the vice-presidency, governorship of Florida and even re-election for his senate seat. He only stated that he would be a "private citizen" by January 2017, leading to some media speculation of the termination of his political career.[181]
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On April 12, during an interview with Mark Levin[image: External link], Rubio expressed his wishes that Republicans would nominate a conservative candidate, name-dropping Cruz.[182] This was interpreted as an endorsement of Cruz, though Rubio clarified the following day that he had only been answering a question.[183] Rubio would later explain his decision to not endorse Cruz being due to his belief that the endorsement would not significantly benefit him and a desire to let the election cycle play out.[184] On April 22, Rubio said he was not interested in being the vice presidential candidate to any of the remaining GOP contenders.[185] On May 16, Rubio posted several tweets in which he critiqued sources reporting that he despised the Senate and a Washington Post[image: External link] story that claimed he was unsure of his next move after his unsuccessful presidential bid, typing, "I have only said like 10000 times I will be a private citizen in January."[186]

On May 18, after Trump expressed a willingness to meet with Kim Jong-un[image: External link], Rubio said Kim was "not a stable person" and furthered that Trump was only open to the meeting due to inexperience with the North Korea leader.[187] On May 26, Rubio told reporters that he was backing Trump due to his view that the presumptive nominee was a better choice than Hillary Clinton for the presidency and that as president, Trump would sign a repeal of the Affordable Care Act and replace the late Antonin Scalia[image: External link] with another conservative Supreme Court Justice.[188] He also confirmed that he would be attending the 2016 Republican National Convention in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link], where he intended to release his pledged delegates to support Trump.[189] On May 29, Rubio continued disavowing vice presidential speculation but indicated an interest in playing a role in Trump's campaign.[190] On June 6, Rubio rebuked Trump's comments on Gonzalo P. Curiel[image: External link], who Trump accused of being biased against him on the basis of his ethnicity, as "offensive" while speaking with reporters, advising that Trump should cease defending the remarks and defending the judge as "an American."[191]

On July 6, Olivia Perez-Cubas, Rubio's Senate campaign spokeswoman, said he would not be attending the Republican National Convention due to planned campaigning on the days the convention was scheduled to take place.[192]

During the Republican primary campaign in which Rubio and Donald Trump were opponents, Rubio criticized Trump,[193] including, in February 2016, calling Trump a "con artist" and saying that Trump is "wholly unprepared to be president of the United States."[194] In June 2016, after Trump became the presumptive GOP nominee, Rubio reaffirmed his February 2016 comments that we must not hand "the nuclear codes of the United States to an erratic individual."[195] However, after Trump won the Republican Party's nomination, Rubio endorsed him on July 20, 2016.[196] Following the October 7, 2016, Donald Trump Access Hollywood controversy[image: External link], Rubio wrote that "Donald's comments were vulgar, egregious & impossible to justify. No one should ever talk about any woman in those terms, even in private."[197] On October 11, 2016, Rubio reaffirmed his support of Trump.[198] On October 25, 2016, it was reported that Rubio was booed off a stage for endorsing Trump by a crowd of mostly Latino voters, at the annual Calle Orange street festival in downtown Orlando[image: External link].[199]
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Main article: Political positions of Marco Rubio


As of early 2015, Rubio had a rating of 98.67 by the American Conservative Union[image: External link], based on his lifetime voting record in the Senate. According to the National Journal, in 2013 Rubio had been the 17th most conservative senator.[200] The Club for Growth gave Rubio ratings of 93 percent and 91 percent based on his voting record in 2014 and 2013 respectively, and he has a lifetime rating from the organization above 90 percent.[204]

Rubio initially won his U.S. Senate seat with strong Tea Party backing, but his 2013 support for comprehensive immigration reform legislation led to a decline in that support.[205][206] Rubio's stance on military, foreign policy and national security issues—such as his support for arming the Syrian rebels and for the NSA—alienated some libertarian-oriented Tea Party activists.[206][207]

Rubio supports balancing the federal budget[image: External link], while prioritizing defense spending[image: External link]. He disputes the scientific understanding of climate change[image: External link], arguing that human activity does not play a major role in global warming and that proposals to address climate change would be ineffective and economically harmful.[208][209][210] On Obamacare[image: External link], he wants to repeal it and replace it with tax credits and less regulation. He opposes net neutrality[image: External link], a principle of requiring Internet service providers[image: External link] to treat data on the Internet the same regardless of its source or content. With regard to immigration[image: External link], he supports securing the country's borders and then offering a legal status to people who came to the United States unlawfully. He also believes there should be more vetting of refugees and that seeking a single comprehensive immigration reform bill would be delusional.

Rubio opposes decriminalization of illegal drugs, does not agree with cannabis legalization[image: External link], but does support non-euphoric medical cannabis[image: External link].[214] Rubio supports setting corporate taxes[image: External link] at 25 percent, reforming the tax code, and capping economic regulations, and proposes to increase the social security[image: External link] retirement age based on longer life expectancy. On education, he supports expanding public charter schools[image: External link], opposes Common Core State Standards[image: External link], and advocates closing the federal Department of Education[image: External link].[215]

Rubio supported the 2003 invasion of Iraq[image: External link] and military intervention in Libya[image: External link].[216] Rubio voiced support for a Saudi Arabian-led intervention in Yemen[image: External link] against the Iran-backed Shia Houthis[image: External link].[217] Regarding Iran[image: External link], he supports tough sanctions, and scrapping the recent nuclear deal[image: External link]; on the Islamic State[image: External link], he favors aiding local Sunni[image: External link] forces in Iraq and Syria.[218][219] Rubio says that the United States cannot accept more Syrian refugees[image: External link] because background checks cannot be done under present circumstances. He supports working with allies to set up no-fly zones[image: External link] in Syria to protect civilians from Bashar al-Assad[image: External link]. He favors collection of bulk metadata[image: External link] for purposes of national security[image: External link]. He has said that gun control[image: External link] laws consistently fail to achieve their purpose. He is supportive of the Trans Pacific Partnership[image: External link], saying that the U.S. risks being excluded from global trade unless it is more open to trade. He is wary of China[image: External link] regarding national security and human rights[image: External link], and wants to boost the U.S. military presence in that region but hopes for greater economic growth as a result of trading with that country. He also believes the U.S. should support democracy[image: External link], freedom[image: External link], and true autonomy[image: External link] of the people of Hong Kong[image: External link].[220][221][222][223] On capital punishment[image: External link], Rubio favors streamlining the appeals process.[219]
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 Personal life




Rubio married Jeanette Dousdebes[image: External link], a former bank teller and Miami Dolphins cheerleader[image: External link], in 1998 in a Catholic ceremony at the Church of the Little Flower[image: External link], and together they have four children.[224][225] Rubio and his family live in West Miami, Florida[image: External link].[16]

Rubio attends Catholic Mass at Church of the Little Flower[image: External link] in Coral Gables, Florida[image: External link].[226] He also previously attended Christ Fellowship[image: External link], a Southern Baptist[image: External link] Church[227] in West Kendall, Florida[image: External link].[228]
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 Electoral history






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District Special Republican Primary election, 1999



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Angel Zayon
	1,003
	38%
	



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	958
	36%
	



	Republican
	Jorge Rodriguez-Chomat
	453
	17%
	



	Republican
	Jose Luis Rodriguez
	264
	10%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District Special Republican Primary Runoff election, 2000



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	1,415
	51%
	



	Republican
	Angel Zayon
	1,351
	49%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District Special election, 2000



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	3,152
	72%
	



	Democratic
	Anastasia Garcia
	1,250
	28%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District election, 2000



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	--
	100%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District election, 2002



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	--
	100%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District election, 2004



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	26,741
	66%
	



	Democratic
	Laura Leyva
	13,564
	34%
	






	Florida House of Representatives 111th District election, 2006



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	+%



	Republican
	Marco Rubio
	--
	100%
	




Vote totals in races where Rubio was unopposed were not reported.



	United States Senate election in Florida, 2010[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marco Rubio
	2,645,743
	49%
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Charlie Crist[image: External link]
	1,607,549
	30%
	



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Kendrick Meek[image: External link]
	1,092,936
	20%
	



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Alexander Snitker[image: External link]
	24,850
	<1%
	






	United States Senate election in Florida, 2016[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%
	±



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marco Rubio (Incumbent)
	4,822,182
	52%
	+3%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Patrick Murphy[image: External link]
	4,105,251
	44%
	



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Paul Stanton
	196,198
	2%
	



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Bruce Nathan
	52,274
	<1%
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 Writings





	100 Innovative Ideas for Florida's Future. Regnery Publishing. 2006. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1596985117[image: External link].

	An American Son: A Memoir. Sentinel HC. 2012. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1595230942[image: External link].

	American Dreams: Restoring Economic Opportunity for Everyone. Sentinel HC. 2015. ISBN[image: External link]  978-1595231130[image: External link].
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	Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act[image: External link]
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John Richard Kasich (/'keIsk /[image: External link] KAY -sik[image: External link]; born May 13, 1952)[1] is an American politician[image: External link] and former television host[image: External link]. He is the 69th and current Governor of Ohio[image: External link]. First elected in 2010 and re-elected in 2014, Kasich is a member of the Republican Party[image: External link].[2] His second term is set to end on January 14, 2019, due to term limits[image: External link].

A native of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Kasich has lived much of his adulthood in Ohio, specifically the state capital of Columbus[image: External link]. Kasich served nine terms as a member of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], representing Ohio's 12th congressional district[image: External link] from 1983 to 2001.[3] His tenure in the House included 18 years on the House Armed Services Committee[image: External link] and six years as chairman of the House Budget Committee[image: External link]. He was a key figure in the passage of both 1996 welfare reform legislation[image: External link] and the Balanced Budget Act of 1997[image: External link].

Kasich worked for Fox News, hosting Heartland with John Kasich[image: External link] from 2001 to 2007 and was a fill-in host for The O'Reilly Factor[image: External link]. He also worked as an investment banker[image: External link], serving as managing director[image: External link] of the Lehman Brothers[image: External link] office in Columbus, Ohio[image: External link].[4][5]

In the 2010 Ohio gubernatorial election[image: External link], Kasich defeated Democratic[image: External link] incumbent Ted Strickland[image: External link].[6] He was re-elected in 2014[image: External link], defeating Democrat[image: External link] Ed FitzGerald[image: External link] by 30 percentage points.

Kasich unsuccessfully sought the Republican nomination for president in 2000 and in 2016, receiving 1 electoral vote from a faithless elector[image: External link] in Texas. In 2016, Kasich refused to support[image: External link] the Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump; instead he voted for U.S. Senator and former 2008 Republican presidential nominee[image: External link] John McCain.[7][8]
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John Richard Kasich, Jr. was born and raised in the Pittsburgh suburb[image: External link] of McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[10] He is the son of Anne (née Vukovich) and John Kasich, Sr., who worked as a mail carrier.[11][12]

Kasich's father was of Czech descent, while his mother was of Croatian descent.[13] Both his father and mother were children of immigrants and were practicing Roman Catholics.[11] He has described himself as "a Croatian and a Czech".[14]

After attending public schools in his hometown of McKees Rocks, Kasich later left his native Pennsylvania, settling in Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] in 1970 to attend The Ohio State University[image: External link], where he joined the Alpha Sigma Phi[image: External link] fraternity.[15]

As a freshman, he wrote a letter to President Richard Nixon[image: External link] describing concerns he had about the nation and requesting a meeting with the President. The letter was delivered to Nixon by the University's president Novice Fawcett[image: External link] and Kasich was granted a 20-minute meeting with Nixon in December 1970.[16][17]

Earning a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in political science from Ohio State University[image: External link], in 1974,[18] he went on to work as a researcher for the Ohio Legislative Service Commission.[19] From 1975-78, he served as an administrative assistant to then-state Senator[image: External link] Buz Lukens[image: External link].[20]
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In 1978, Kasich ran against Democratic[image: External link] incumbent Robert O'Shaughnessy[image: External link] for State Senate[image: External link]. A political ally of Kasich remembers him during that time as a persistent campaigner: "People said, ‘If you just quit calling me, I’ll support you.'"[21] At age 26, Kasich won with 56% of the vote, beginning his four-year term representing the 15th district[image: External link].[22] Kasich was the youngest person ever elected to the Ohio Senate.[23]

One of his first acts as a State Senator was to refuse a pay raise.[24][25] Republicans gained control of the State Senate in 1980; but Kasich went his own way, for example, by opposing a budget proposal he believed would raise taxes and writing his own proposal instead.[21]
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In 1982, Kasich ran for Congress in Ohio's 12th congressional district[image: External link], which included portions of Columbus[image: External link] as well as the cities of Westerville[image: External link], Reynoldsburg[image: External link], Worthington[image: External link], and Dublin[image: External link]. He won the Republican primary with 83% of the vote[26] and defeated incumbent Democrat U.S. Congressman Bob Shamansky[image: External link] in the general election by a margin of 50%–47%.[27] He was re-elected eight times after 1982,[28] winning at least 64% of the vote each time.[29]

During his congressional career, Kasich was considered a fiscal conservative[image: External link], taking aim at programs supported by Republicans and Democrats[image: External link]. He worked with Ralph Nader[image: External link] in seeking to reduce corporate tax loopholes.[30][31]

Kasich was a member of the House Armed Services Committee[image: External link] for 18 years.[32] He developed a "fairly hawkish" reputation on that committee,[33] although he "also zealously challenged" defense spending he considered wasteful.[32][34] Among the Pentagon projects that he targeted were the B-2 bomber[image: External link] program (teaming up with Democratic representative Ron Dellums[image: External link] to cut the program, their efforts were partly successful)[30][35] and the A-12 bomber[image: External link] program (ultimately canceled by defense secretary Dick Cheney[image: External link] in 1991).[34] He participated extensively in the passage of the Goldwater–Nichols Act[image: External link] of 1986, which reorganized the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link].[34][36] He also pushed through the bill creating the 1988 Base Realignment and Closure Commission[image: External link], which closed obsolete U.S. military bases, and successfully opposed a proposed $110 million expansion of the Pentagon[image: External link] building after the end of the Cold War[image: External link].[34] He also "proposed a national commission on arms control" and "urged tighter controls over substances that could be used for biological warfare[image: External link]."[34]

Kasich said he was "100 percent for" the first Persian Gulf War[image: External link] as well as the 2001 invasion of Afghanistan[image: External link], but said that he did not favor U.S. military participation in the Lebanese Civil War[image: External link] or in Bosnia[image: External link].[37] In 1997, with fellow Republican representative Floyd Spence[image: External link], he introduced legislation (supported by some congressional Democrats) for the U.S. to pull out of a multilateral peacekeeping force in Bosnia[image: External link].[38] In the House, he supported the Comprehensive Anti-Apartheid Act[image: External link], a Dellums-led initiative to impose economic sanctions against apartheid[image: External link]-era South Africa.[34]
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 Ranking member of the House Budget Committee




In 1993, Kasich became the ranking Republican member[image: External link] of the House Budget Committee[image: External link]. Kasich and other House Budget Committee Republicans proposed an alternative to President Bill Clinton[image: External link]'s deficit reduction bill, the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993[image: External link].[39] That proposal included funds to implement Republican proposals for health care, welfare, and crime control legislation and for a child tax credit[image: External link].[39] The Penny-Kasich Plan, named after Kasich and fellow lead sponsor Tim Penny[image: External link], was supported by Republicans and conservative Democrats.[40] It proposed $90 billion in spending cuts over five years, almost three times as much in cuts as the $37 billion in cuts backed by the Clinton administration and Democratic congressional leaders.[40] About one-third ($27 billion) of the proposed Penny-Kasich cuts would come from means-testing[image: External link] Medicare, specifically by reducing Medicare payments to seniors who earned $75,000 or more in adjusted gross income[image: External link].[41][42] This angered the AARP[image: External link], which lobbied against the legislation.[41] Another $26 billion of the Penny-Kasich plan's cuts would have come from the U.S. Department of Defense and foreign aid, which led Secretary of Defense Les Aspin[image: External link] to say that the plan would destroy military morale.[41] Another $27 billion in savings would have come from federal layoffs.[41] The proposal was narrowly defeated in the House by a 219-213 vote.[40][41]

As ranking member of the Budget Committee, Kasich proposed his own health care reform[image: External link] plan as a rival to the Clinton health care plan of 1993[image: External link] championed by First Lady[image: External link] Hillary Clinton, but more market-based.[43] As Time magazine wrote, "The Kasich plan would have covered all Americans by 2005, using a form of an individual mandate[image: External link] that would have required employees to purchase insurance through their employers. (The mandate was an idea initially supported by conservative groups like The Heritage Foundation[image: External link].)"[43]

On November 17, 1993, Kasich voted to approve the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link], casting a "yea" vote for the North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act[image: External link].[44]

In 1994, Kasich was one of the Republican leaders to support a last-minute deal with President Bill Clinton[image: External link] to pass the Federal Assault Weapons Ban[image: External link]. After a series of meetings with Clinton's Chief of Staff[image: External link], Leon Panetta[image: External link], a longtime friend of Kasich, the assault weapons ban was passed when 42 Republicans crossed party lines and voted to ban assault weapons with the Democrats.[45] His support of the assault-weapons ban angered the National Rifle Association[image: External link], which gave Kasich an "F" rating in 1994 as a result.[46]
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In 1995, when Republicans gained the majority in the United States Congress[image: External link] following the 1994 election[image: External link], Kasich became chairman of the House Budget Committee. In 1996, he introduced the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Act[image: External link] in the House, an important welfare reform[image: External link] bill signed into law by President Clinton.[48]

During the 1996 presidential campaign[image: External link], Republican nominee Bob Dole[image: External link] was reported to have considered Kasich as a vice presidential running mate but instead selected Jack Kemp[image: External link], a former congressman and Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link].[49]

In 1997, Kasich rose to national prominence after becoming "the chief architect of a deal that balanced the federal budget for the first time since 1969"—the Balanced Budget Act of 1997[image: External link].[50]

In 1998, Kasich voted to impeach President Clinton[image: External link] on all four charges made against him.[51] In 1999, while the Senate prepared to vote on the charges, he said: "I believe these are impeachable and removable offenses."[52]
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Main article: John Kasich presidential campaign, 2000[image: External link]


Kasich did not seek re-election in 2000. In February 1999, he formed an exploratory committee to run for president.[53][54] In March 1999 he announced his campaign for the Republican[image: External link] nomination. After very poor fundraising, he dropped out in July 1999, before the Iowa Straw Poll, and endorsed governor George W. Bush of Texas.[55][56]
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 Private sector career (2001–2009)




After leaving congress, Kasich went to work for Fox News, hosting Heartland with John Kasich[image: External link] on the Fox News Channel[image: External link] and guest-hosting The O'Reilly Factor[image: External link], filling in for Bill O'Reilly[image: External link] as needed.[57] He also occasionally appeared as a guest on Hannity & Colmes[image: External link].[58]
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 Books




Kasich has authored three books. Courage is Contagious[image: External link], published in 1998, made the New York Times bestseller list[image: External link]. His second book, Stand for Something: The Battle for America's Soul[image: External link], was published in 2006. In his most recent book, Every Other Monday[image: External link], published in 2010, he discusses the strength he has drawn from a Bible discussion group he has been part of for many years; this book was also a New York Times bestseller.[59]
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 Business career




Kasich served on the board of directors for several corporations, including Invacare Corp.[image: External link] and the Chicago-based Norvax Inc. In 2001, Kasich joined Lehman Brothers[image: External link]' investment banking[image: External link] division as a managing director[image: External link], in Columbus, Ohio.[60] He remained at Lehman Brothers until it declared bankruptcy[image: External link] in 2008. That year, Lehman Brothers paid him a $182,692 salary and a $432,200 bonus. He stated that the bonus was for work performed in 2007.[61]

Kasich's employment by Lehman Brothers was criticized during his subsequent campaigns in light of the firm's collapse during the financial crisis[image: External link].[4] Kasich responded to critics by saying: "I wasn't involved in the inner workings of Lehman, I was a banker. I didn't go to board meetings or go and talk investment strategy with the top people. I was nowhere near that. That's like, it's sort of like being a car dealer[image: External link] in Zanesville[image: External link] and being blamed for the collapse of GM[image: External link]."[62]
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 Political activities from 2001 to 2009




Republicans tried to recruit Kasich to run for Ohio governor in 2006, but he declined to enter the race.[63]

In 2008, Kasich formed Recharge Ohio, a political action committee (PAC) with the goal of raising money to help Republican candidates for the Ohio House of Representatives[image: External link] and Ohio Senate[image: External link], in an effort to retain Republican majorities in the Ohio General Assembly[image: External link].[64] Kasich served as honorary chairman of the PAC.[65]
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 Ohio governor
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 2010 election




Main article: Ohio gubernatorial election, 2010[image: External link]


On May 1, 2009, Kasich filed papers to run for governor of Ohio[image: External link] against incumbent Democratic governor Ted Strickland.[66] He formally announced his candidacy on June 1, 2009. On January 15, 2010, Kasich announced Ohio State Auditor[image: External link] Mary Taylor[image: External link] as his running mate.

During a speech before Ashtabula County Republicans in March 2009, Kasich talked about the need to "break the back of organized labor in the schools," according to the Ashtabula Star Beacon[image: External link].[67]

Ohio teachers' unions supported Democrat Ted Strickland, and after Kasich's gubernatorial victory, he said, "I am waiting for the teachers’ unions to take out full-page ads in all the major newspapers, apologizing for what they had to say about me during this campaign."[68]

Elsewhere, he said he was willing to work with "unions that make things."[69]

On May 4, 2010, Kasich won the Republican nomination for governor, having run unopposed. On November 2, 2010, Kasich defeated incumbent Democrat Ted Strickland in a closely contested race to win the governorship.[70] He was sworn in at midnight on January 10, 2011, in a private ceremony at the Ohio Statehouse[image: External link] in Columbus. It was then followed by a ceremonial inauguration at the Ohio Theatre[image: External link] at noon on the same day.[71]
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 2014 re-election campaign




Main article: Ohio gubernatorial election, 2014[image: External link]


In November 2014, Kasich won re-election, defeating Democrat Ed FitzGerald[image: External link], the county executive of Cuyahoga County[image: External link], 64% to 33%. He won 86 of 88 counties.

Kasich, who was elected with Tea Party support in 2010, faced some backlash from some Tea Party activists. His decision to accept the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link]'s expansion of Medicaid[image: External link] caused some Tea Party activists to refuse to support his campaign.[72] Kasich supported longtime ally and campaign veteran Matt Borges over Portage County Tea Party chairman Tom Zawistowski for the position of chairman of the Ohio Republican Party[image: External link]. Zawistowski secured just three votes in his run for the chairmanship.[73] Tea Party groups announced they would support a primary challenger, or, if none emerged, the Libertarian nominee.[74]

Ultimately, Zawistowski failed to field anyone on the ballot and the Libertarian nominee (former Republican State Representative Charlie Earl[image: External link]) was removed from the ballot after failing to gain the required number of valid signatures necessary for ballot access[image: External link].[75]
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 Political positions and record




The Guardian reports that Kasich is sometimes "billed as a moderate" due to his "unassuming image," but has a record in the House and as Ohio governor that "puts him a big step to the right of what many Americans would consider in the middle." Larry Sabato[image: External link], the director of the University of Virginia Center for Politics[image: External link], who has known Kasich for years, says that "If you had asked me in the 90s about Kasich I would have said he was a Gingrich conservative."[76] Kasich's friend Curt Steiner, former chief of staff to former Republican Ohio governor and U.S. senator George Voinovich[image: External link], described Kasich as a "solid Republican" with "an independent streak."[77]
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 Abortion




Kasich is a "firm abortion opponent"[78] and describes himself as pro-life[image: External link].[79][80][81] He says abortions should only be performed in cases of rape, incest, and when the mother's life is in danger.[76][79] Since taking office, he has signed 18 anti-abortion measures into law.[82] In June 2013, Kasich signed into law a state budget, HB 59, which stripped some $1.4 million in federal dollars from Planned Parenthood[image: External link] by placing the organization last on the priority list for family-planning[image: External link] funds;[81][83] provided funding to crisis pregnancy centers[image: External link];[83] and required women seeking abortions to undergo ultrasounds[image: External link].[81][84] The budget also barred abortion providers from entering into emergency transfer agreements with public hospitals, requiring abortion providers to find private hospitals willing to enter into transfer agreements.[81] Another provision of the bill requires abortion providers to offer information on family planning and adoption services in certain situations.[81] Under the budget, rape crisis centers[image: External link] could lose public funding if they counseled sexual assault victims about abortion.[83]

In 2015, Kasich said in an interview that Planned Parenthood "ought to be de-funded" but Republicans in Congress should not force a government shutdown[image: External link] over the issue.[85]

In December 2016, Kasich approved a ban on abortions after 20 weeks, except when a pregnancy endangers a woman's life, but vetoed HB 493, a law which would have made abortion illegal after detection of a fetal heartbeat (typically 5–6 weeks after conception). Kasich cited the cost to taxpayers of defending the legislation in court, and the likelihood that the "Heartbeat Bill" would be struck down in federal court as reasons for vetoing the more restrictive bill.[86][87]
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 Climate change, energy, and environment




In a speech in April 2012, Kasich acknowledged that climate change[image: External link] is real and is a problem.[78][88] In the same speech, however, Kasich said that the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] should not regulate carbon emissions[image: External link] and that instead states and private companies should be in charge of regulating coal-fired power plant[image: External link] emissions.[78] In 2015, Kasich stated that he does not know all the causes of climate change[image: External link].[89]

In 2014, Kasich signed into law a bill freezing Ohio's renewable portfolio standard[image: External link] (RPS) program for two years.[90][91] Ohio's RPS program was created by 2008 legislation and required the state to acquire 12.5 percent of its energy portfolio from renewable sources[image: External link] and to reduce energy consumption[image: External link] by 22 percent by 2025.[90] The legislation signed by Kasich to stop the program was supported by Republican legislative leaders, utility companies, and some industry groups, and opposed by environmentalists, some manufacturers, and the American Lung Association[image: External link].[90][91] In 2016, Kasich broke with fellow Republicans in the state legislature by vetoing their attempt to continue blocking the RPS standards; as a result, the freeze ended on December 31, 2016, and the clean-energy mandate resumed. This veto won Kasich praise from environmentalist groups, and angered Republicans in the state legislature.[92]

In his 2015 budget plan, Kasich proposed raising the tax rate on hydraulic fracturing[image: External link] (fracking) activities.[93] Specifically, Kasich's plan called for imposing a 6.5 percent severance tax[image: External link] on crude oil[image: External link] and natural gas[image: External link] extracted via horizontal drilling[image: External link] and sold at the source (about $3.25 per $50 barrel of oil[image: External link]), and for an additional 4.5 percent tax per thousand cubic feet on natural gas and liquefied natural gas[image: External link] (about $0.16 per thousand cubic feet).[93] The proposal would not affect conventional drilling taxes.[93]

Kasich formerly supported fracking in Ohio state parks[image: External link] and forests[image: External link], signing legislation in mid-2011 authorizing him to appoint a five-member commission to oversee the leasing of mineral rights on state land to the highest bidders.[94] In 2012, Kasich aides planned a campaign with a stated goal to "marginalize the effectiveness of communications by adversaries about the initiative" to bring fracking to state parks and forests, naming in an email the Ohio Sierra Club[image: External link] and state Representatives Robert F. Hagan[image: External link] and Nickie Antonio[image: External link] as adversaries of the plan.[94] Kasich never appointed the commission, and the promotional plan was never put into effect.[94] A memo and email relating to the 2012 promotional campaign were publicly released for the first time in February 2015, which according to the Columbus Dispatch attracted criticism from state environmental and liberal groups, as well as Democratic state legislators, who called for an investigation.[94] On the same day the governor reversed himself, with a spokesman saying, "At this point, the governor doesn't support fracking in state parks. We reserve the right to revisit that, but it's not what he wants to do right now, and that's been his position for the past year and a half."[94]

In April 2015, Kasich signed a bill aimed at protecting Lake Erie[image: External link]'s water quality[image: External link].[95][96] The bill places restrictions on the spread of manure and other fertilizers that contribute to toxic algal blooms[image: External link] and requires large public water treatment plants[image: External link] to monitor phosphorus[image: External link] levels.[95] The bill had been unanimously approved by both chambers of the Ohio Legislature[image: External link] the previous month.[95]

Kasich is a supporter of the Keystone XL[image: External link] oil pipeline project; along with other Republican governors, Kasich signed an open letter in support of federal approval for the project in February 2015.[97] In 2016, in response to a request from South Dakota[image: External link] under the terms of an interstate compact[image: External link], Kasich dispatched 37 Ohio state troopers[image: External link] to South Dakota[image: External link], where they were stationed around Dakota Access Pipeline protests[image: External link] near the Standing Rock Sioux Reservation[image: External link]. This controversial deployment prompted unsuccessful petitions to Kasich (from members of the public, Cincinnati City Council[image: External link] members, environmentalists, and some state legislators), who asked Kasich to recall the troopers.[98]
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 Policing and criminal justice
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 Prison privatization




To offset a state budget deficit, Kasich proposed selling five state prisons to the for-profit prison[image: External link] industry. The Lake Erie prison was sold for $72.7 million to the Corrections Corporation of America[image: External link] (CCA), generating savings of $3 million. Kasich's Director of Corrections, Gary Mohr, whom he had hired in January 2011, had previously worked for CCA, but he said that he removed himself from the sales process. In an audit in October 2012, CCA was cited for 47 contractual violations, and failed a second audit later that year.[99][100][101] In July 2015, the Kasich administration announced its intent to sell the North Central Correctional Institution at Marion, in order to recoup the state's original investment in the facility and invest the proceeds in community-based alternatives to prison.[102]
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 Policing standards




Following the separate fatal police shootings of John Crawford III[image: External link] and Tamir Rice[image: External link], a 12-year-old boy in Ohio, while each were holding BB guns,[103][104] where grand juries decided not to indict any of the officers involved,[105] Kasich created the Ohio Collaborative Community-Police Advisory Board "to address what he described as frustration and distrust among some Ohioans toward their police departments, particularly among the black community."[106][107] The 23-member task force (with 18 members appointed by Kasich) was appointed in January 2015[108] and issued its 629-page final report and recommendations in April 2015.[109][110] The report recommended greater accountability and oversight for police agencies and officers, further community education and involvement in policing, and new use-of-force and recruitment, hiring, and training standards for police agencies.[109][110]

In April 2015, Kasich created the Ohio Collaborative Community-Police Advisory Board, a twelve-member board tasked (in conjunction with the Ohio Office of Criminal Justice Services and the Ohio Department of Public Safety[image: External link]) with developing statewide standards for the recruiting, hiring and screening of police officers, and for the use of force[image: External link] (including deadly force[image: External link]) by police.[106][111] The advisory board, the first of its kind in Ohio, was also tasked by Kasich with developing "model policies and best practice recommendations to promote better interaction and communication between law enforcement departments and their home communities."[106][112] In August 2015, the board issued its recommendations, which placed "an emphasis on the preservation of human life and restrict officers to defending themselves or others from death or serious injury."[113]

In August 2015, Kasich said that he was open to the idea of requiring police officers to wear body cameras[image: External link].[114]
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 Capital punishment




As governor, Kasich has presided over the executions of twelve inmates, and commuted the death sentences of five inmates.[115][116] The last execution in Ohio took place in January 2014. In January 2015, Kasich announced that, due to pending litigation and other issues, he was delaying all seven executions scheduled through January 2016.[115][117] The delay was largely attributed to European pharmaceutical companies, which have refused to supply the state with deadly drugs necessary for executions.[118] In February 2017, Kasich again delayed Ohio executions for an additional three months, after a federal judge ruled that Ohio's three-drug lethal injection[image: External link] protocol is unconstitutional.[119][120]
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 Executive clemency




Kasich used his power of executive clemency[image: External link] sparingly.[121] He has the lowest clemency rate of any Ohio governor since at least the 1980s, when records began to be kept.[116] In six years in office, Kasich granted 86 of the 2,291 requests that he acted upon.[121] In 2016, Kasich granted executive clemency to 13 people; in all of the cases, the Ohio Adult Parole Authority had recommended clemency.[121]
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 Criminal justice reform issues




Kasich supports various criminal justice reform efforts; according to conservative Washington Post columnist George Will[image: External link], Kasich "favors fewer mandatory minimum sentences[image: External link] and has instituted prison policies that prepare inmates for re-integration into communities."[122] In 2011, Kasich signed sentencing[image: External link] reform legislation which allowed judges to sentence defendants convicted of non-violent fourth- and fifth-degree felonies to "community-based halfway house[image: External link] facilities" instead of prison; expanded the earned credit system to allow inmates to reduce their sentences; and allowed felons who have already served 80 percent or more of their sentences to be immediately released.[123]

In 2012, Kasich signed into law a bill, sponsored by Cleveland Democratic Senator Shirley Smith[image: External link] and Cincinnati Republican Senator Bill Seitz[image: External link], easing the collateral consequences of criminal conviction[image: External link].[124]

In September 2014, Kasich touted the Ohio's prison system's recidivism[image: External link] rate, which is one of the lowest in the nation.[125] U.S. Senator Rob Portman[image: External link], a Republican, attributed a drop in Ohio's recidivism rate "to the bipartisan work of the state legislature, Governor Kasich, Ohio's reentry leaders and the success of programs made possible at the federal level by the Second Chance Act[image: External link]," which Portman sponsored.[126]

In 2015, Kasich proposed a state budget including $61.7 million for addiction treatment[image: External link] services for prisoners.[127]
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 Drug policy




Kasich initially expressed opposition to medical marijuana[image: External link] in 2012, saying "There's better ways to help people who are in pain."[128] However, in late 2015 and early 2016, Kasich said he was open to legalization of medical marijuana.[129][130]

In March 2014, in an effort to address the opioid[image: External link] epidemic, Kasich signed legislation (passed unanimously in both chambers of the state legislature) expanding the availability of naloxone[image: External link], a lifesaving antidote to opioid overdoses[image: External link]; the measure allowed friends and family members of addicts to obtain access to naloxone and for first responders[image: External link] to carry naloxone.[131] In July 2015, Kasich signed legislation further expanding the availability of naloxone, making it available without a prescription.[132]

In a 2015 interview with radio talk show host Hugh Hewitt[image: External link], Kasich said he was opposed to the legalization[image: External link] of recreational drugs in some states and equated marijuana and heroin, stating: "In my state and across this country, if I happened to be president, I would lead a significant campaign down at the grassroots level to stomp these drugs out of our country."[133][134]

When Kasich was asked by Hewitt whether, if elected president, he would federally enforce marijuana laws in states which have legalized marijuana, Kasich characterized it as a states' rights[image: External link] issue and said that "I'd have to think about it."[134] When asked the same question later in 2015, Kasich said: "I would try to discourage the states from doing it...but I would be tempted to say I don't think we can go and start disrupting what they've decided."[135]

Kasich opposed "Issue 3," an Ohio ballot measure in 2015 that proposed the legalization of recreational marijuana, saying it was a "terrible idea." [135][136][137]
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 State budgets and taxation




During Kasich's tenure, the state has eliminated a budget shortfall that his administration has estimated at $8 billion, but which the Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link] estimated at closer to $6 billion.[138] (The New York Times put the number at $7.7 billion).[139] Ohio also increased its "rainy day fund" from effectively zero to more than $2 billion.[140]

Kasich "closed the budget shortfall in part by cutting aid to local governments, forcing some of them to raise their own taxes or cut services. And increasing sales taxes helped make the income tax cuts possible."[139] An analysis by the Plain Dealer in March 2016 found that more than 70 cities and villages had lost at least $1 million a year due to Kasich's budget and taxation policy.[139]

In March 2008, Kasich called for "phasing out" Ohio's state income tax[image: External link].[141]

During Kasich's time as governor, Ohio ranked 22nd out of the 50 states for private-sector job growth, at 9.3%.[139]

Kasich signed a state budget in 2011 which eliminated the state's estate tax[image: External link] effective January 1, 2013.[139][142]

In 2013, Kasich signed into law a $62 billion two-year state budget.[81] The budget provided for a 10-percent state income tax[image: External link] cut phased in over three years, and an increase in the state sales tax[image: External link] from 5.5 percent to 5.75 percent. It also included a 50% tax cut for small business owners on the first $250,000 of annual net income.[81] Kasich used his line-item veto[image: External link] power to reject a measure that would stop the Medicaid expansion[image: External link] (which Kasich had accepted from the federal government) to cover nearly 275,000 working poor[image: External link] Ohioans.[81]

In 2015, Kasich signed into law a $71 billion two-year state budget after using his line-item veto power to veto 44 items.[143] The overall 2015 budget provides a 6.3 percent state income-tax cut as a part one component of a $1.9 billion net tax reduction and lowers the top income-tax rate to slightly below 5 percent.[143] The budget also "spends $955 million more in basic state aid for K-12 schools than the last two-year period"; "boosts state funding for higher education to help offset a two-year tuition freeze at public universities"; expands the Medicaid health program; increases cigarette taxes[image: External link] by 35 cents a pack; and "prohibits independent health care and child care workers under contract with the state from unionizing."[143]
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 Senate Bill 5 and labor issues




On March 31, 2011, in his first year as governor, Kasich signed into law Senate Bill 5, a controversial labor law which restricted collective bargaining[image: External link] rights of public employees, such as police officers, firefighters, and teachers.[144][145] The legislation, championed by Kasich,[146] prohibited all public employees from striking and restricted their ability to negotiate health care and pension benefits.[144][145] The final version of the legislation signed by Kasich had passed the state Senate in a 17-16 vote (with six Senate Republicans joining all of the Senate Democrats in voting no) and the state House in a 53-44 vote, with two members abstaining.[147]

Democrats and labor unions opposed the legislation and placed a referendum[image: External link] on the November 2011 ballot to repeal SB 5.[144] SB 5 also "sparked numerous protests with thousands of union workers and other opponents descending on the Statehouse, mirroring similar demonstrations in Wisconsin[image: External link] and injecting Ohio into the national debate over Republican governors' attempts to curb public workers' collective bargaining rights."[148] Kasich and other supporters of SB 5 characterized the legislation as a necessary measure "to help public employers control labor costs" and reduce tax burdens[image: External link] to make Ohio more competitive with other states, while labor unions[image: External link] and other opponents characterized the bill as "a union-busting[image: External link] attack on the middle class."[148]

Ohio voters rejected Senate Bill 5 in a 61 percent to 39 percent vote[image: External link], which was viewed as a rebuke to Kasich.[144][145][149] On election night, Kasich said in a speech at the Ohio Statehouse[image: External link] that "It's clear the people have spoken. I heard their voices. I understand their decision. And frankly, I respect what the people have to say in an effort like this."[144][149] Following this defeat, Kasich dropped efforts to pass broad-based collective bargaining restrictions, although in 2012 he supported a bill including "provisions reminiscent of Senate Bill 5" but applying only to the Cleveland Metropolitan School District[image: External link].[144]

In May 2015, Kasich rescinded executive orders issued by his predecessor Ted Strickland in 2007 and 2008 that provided the right to home health care contractors and in-home child care contractors to collectively bargain with the state.[150]
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 Balanced budget amendment




Kasich has campaigned for a balanced budget amendment[image: External link] to the U.S. Constitution.[151] Kasich created a 501(c)(4)[image: External link] group, Balanced Budget Forever, to promote the cause.[152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Free trade




Kasich said in 2016 that "I have never been an ideological supporter of free trade," but has long supported free trade agreements[image: External link]. He is a strong supporter of the Trans-Pacific Partnership[image: External link], and participated with others in a meeting with President Obama in support of the agreement.[153]
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 Civil liberties and electronic surveillance




In speaking in the 2016 campaign on domestic surveillance, Kasich has "straddled the line," praising Rand Paul for saying that "we need to get warrants[image: External link]," but also saying "if there's information they need, the government needs to get it."[154] Kasich has said there needs to be "a balance between good intelligence and the need to protect Americans from what can become an aggressive government somewhere down the road."[155]

On one occasion, Kasich spoke out against proposals to mandate that technology companies provide a " backdoor[image: External link]" for the government to access encrypted devices, saying that this could end up aiding hackers.[156] On a subsequent occasion, Kasich said that encryption was dangerous because it could stymie government antiterrorism investigations.[157]

Kasich has condemned whistleblower Edward Snowden[image: External link] as a traitor.[154]
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 Education




Kasich proposed new legislation which would increase funding to charter schools[image: External link] and poor school districts[image: External link].[78] He canceled the school-funding formula put into place by his Democratic predecessor, Governor Ted Strickland.[158]

During Kasich's tenure as governor, he pushed to expand charter schools, increase the number of school vouchers[image: External link] that use public money to pay for tuition at private schools, implement a "merit pay[image: External link]" scheme for teachers, and evaluate teachers by student standardized test scores in math and reading.[159] Kasich supports the Common Core State Standards[image: External link] and has criticized Republicans who turned against it.[159]

During Kasich's tenure, funding for traditional public schools declined by about $500 million, while funding for charter schools has increased at least 27 percent.[159] As calculated by the Howard Fleeter/Education Tax Policy Institute, total school funding under Kasich (including both charter and district schools) has ranged from a low of $7.1 billion in fiscal year 2013 to $7.8 billion in fiscal year 2015, which was higher than its previous peak under Kasich's predecessor, Ted Strickland.[160] As calculated by the Howard Fleeter/Education Tax Policy Institute, Kasich has proposed total school funding of $8.0 billion in fiscal year 2016 and fiscal year 2017.[160] The Ohio Department of Education—which includes more spending areas than Fleeter's does and so reports higher numbers[160]—projects total school funding for Ohio schools to rise to slightly under $10.5 billion by the end of fiscal year 2017.[161]

Analysts disagree "on whether Kasich's education budgets give increases beyond inflation."[160] In the 2015 state budget, Kasich used his line-item veto power "to cut more than $84 million of funding from public schools."[78]

According to a September 2014 story in the Columbus Dispatch, Kasich favors allowing public school districts "to teach alternatives to evolution—such as intelligent design[image: External link]—if local school officials want to, under the philosophy of 'local control.'"[162]

In 2011, Kasich had the idea of establishing a Holocaust memorial[image: External link] on the grounds of the Ohio Statehouse[image: External link]. Kasich successfully secured approval of the proposal from the Capital Square Review and Advisory Board. The $2 million Ohio Holocaust and Liberators Memorial, designed by Daniel Libeskind[image: External link], is located across from the Ohio Theatre[image: External link]; the memorial was dedicated in 2014.[163][164]
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 Foreign and defense policy




In November 2002, Kasich urged the invasion of Iraq[image: External link], telling a crowd of students at The Ohio State University[image: External link]: "We should go to war with Iraq. It's not likely that (Saddam) Hussein[image: External link] will give up his weapons[image: External link]. If he did he would be disgraced in the Arab world[image: External link]."[165]

In an interview in August 2015, Kasich said: "I would never have committed ourselves to Iraq."[165] A Kasich spokesman subsequently said that "Kasich was not revising history" but was instead saying that the Iraq War[image: External link] was a mistake given the facts available now.[165]

Kasich has said that the U.S. "should've left a base in Iraq" instead of withdrawing troops in 2011[image: External link].[37][165]

In 2015, Kasich said that airstrikes[image: External link] were insufficient to combat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], and he would send U.S. ground troops to fight ISIL.[166][167]

Kasich opposed the landmark 2015 international nuclear agreement with Iran[image: External link],[37] and in September 2015 was one of fourteen Republican governors who sent a letter to President Obama stating "that we intend to ensure that the various state-level sanctions [against Iran][image: External link] that are now in effect remain in effect," despite the agreement.[168]

Kasich has expressed support for the U.S.'s drone program[image: External link].[154] He has said, however, that the program should be overseen by the Department of Defense, and not by the CIA[image: External link].[37]

Kasich has said that he wants to lift budget sequestration[image: External link] for military spending, and "spend more if necessary."[169]

In November 2015, Kasich said that if elected president, he "would send a carrier battle group[image: External link] through the South China Sea[image: External link]" to send a message to China regarding their claims of sovereignty there.[154]

Kasich supports continued U.S. support of its NATO[image: External link] allies.[170] He has supported Senator John McCain's call for maintaining existing U.S. sanctions on Russia[image: External link], and has condemned the Trump administration[image: External link]'s consideration of lifting sanctions.[171] Like McCain, Kasich supports imposing "tougher sanctions against Russia and Putin's inner circle."[170] He supports a bipartisan investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 United States elections.[172]
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 LGBT issues




In the U.S. House of Representatives in 1996, Kasich voted for the Defense of Marriage Act[image: External link], which barred federal recognition of same-sex marriage[image: External link].[173] During this period, Kasich supported a ban on same-sex marriage in Ohio[image: External link] and stated that he did not approve of the "gay lifestyle."[173] As governor of Ohio, Kasich signed an executive order banning discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation for state employees; this was more narrow than the previous executive order signed by his predecessor because it omitted protections for gender identity[image: External link].[174]

During the 2016 presidential campaign[image: External link], Kasich struck a more moderate tone compared to his Republican opponents. In June 2015, following the U.S. Supreme Court's[image: External link] decision in Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link], which held that there is a fundamental right to same-sex marriage under the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], Kasich said that he was "obviously disappointed"[175][176] and that he believes in "traditional marriage,"[177] but that the ruling was "the law of the land and we'll abide by it" and that it was "time to move on" to other issues.[177] Kasich indicated that he did not support an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to overturn the decision[image: External link].[177] In response to a debate question about how he would explain his position on same-sex marriage to one of his daughters if she were gay, Kasich responded, "The court has ruled, and I said we'll accept it. And guess what, I just went to a wedding of a friend of mine who happens to be gay. Because somebody doesn't think the way I do doesn't mean that I can't care about them or can't love them. So if one of my daughters happened to be that, of course I would love them and I would accept them. Because you know what? That's what we're taught when we have strong faith."[178]

In September 2015, Kasich commented on the highly publicized case of Kim Davis[image: External link] (the Rowan County, Kentucky[image: External link] clerk who refused to comply with a federal court order directing her to issue marriage licenses[image: External link] to same-sex couples), saying: "Now, I respect the fact that this lady doesn't agree but she's also a government employee, she's not running a church, I wouldn't force this on a church. But in terms of her responsibility I think she has to comply. I don't think —I don't like the fact that she's sitting in a jail, that's absurd as well. But I think she should follow the law."[179]
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 Gun policy




While in the U.S. House of Representatives, Kasich had a mixed record on gun policy.[180] He was one of 215 Representatives to vote for the Federal Assault Weapons Ban[image: External link], which became law in 1994, but voted against the Brady Handgun Violence Prevention Act[image: External link] ("Brady Bill"), which established current background check[image: External link] laws.[180]

As governor, Kasich shifted to more pro-gun positions.[180] In 2011, he signed one bill permitting concealed handguns in bars and another making it easier for people with misdemeanor drug convictions to purchase guns.[180] In 2012, Kasich signed a bill allowing gun owners to transport weapons with loaded magazines in their vehicles and expanding concealed carry[image: External link] permit reciprocity.[180] In December 2014, Kasich signed legislation that reduced the numbers of hours of training required to obtain a concealed carry permit and eliminated the training requirement for permit renewals.[180]
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 Health care




Kasich opted to accept Medicaid-expansion funding provided by the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA or "Obamacare") in Ohio.[181][182][183] This decision angered many Statehouse Republicans, who wanted Kasich to reject the expansion.[182][184]

Total spending on Medicaid by the state was almost $2 billion (or 7.6 percent) below estimates for the fiscal year ending in June 2015, according to a report by Kasich's administration. The lower-than-expected costs were attributed to expanded managed care, shorter nursing home stays and increased in-home care for seniors, capitated reimbursement policies, increased automation to determine eligibility for the program and pay care providers, and an improving economy in the state which allowed some participants to move out of the program.[185]

In an October 2014 interview, Kasich said that repeal of the ACA was "not gonna happen" and stated that "The opposition to it was really either political or ideological. I don't think that holds water against real flesh and blood, and real improvements in people's lives."[182] Kasich later said that he was referring solely to the law's Medicaid expansion, and that "my position is that we need to repeal and replace" the rest of the law.[182][186] In 2015, Kasich expressed support for many provisions of the ACA (ensuring coverage for people with preexisting conditions[image: External link], the use of insurance exchanges[image: External link], and Medicaid expansion), but opposed mandates.[187]

In 2017, after Donald Trump took office and congressional Republicans maneuvered to repeal the ACA, Kasich criticized Republican hard-liners in Congress who demanded a full ACA repeal, saying that full repeal was "not acceptable" when 20 million people gained insurance under the ACA and that doing so would be a "political impossibility." Kasich urged that the Medicaid expansion be preserved in some form, criticizing the House Republican legislation[image: External link] that would cut the Medicaid expansion and phase out health insurance subsidies for low-income Americans.[188] Kasich said that the nation's "soul" was at stake if Republicans passed legislation that left millions without health insurance.[189] After the failure of the House Republican health-care legislation, Kasich met in Washington with members of the Republican Tuesday Group[image: External link] and urged fellow Republicans to work with Democrats to make more modest changes to the Affordable Care Act.[190] In May 2017, Kasich said that the version of the Republican health care bill that passed the House was "inadequate" and would harm patients; Kasich said that Republicans "should've worked with the Democrats" on the bill rather than passing legislation merely to fulfill a campaign pledge.[191]
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 Immigration and refugees




In 2010, while running for governor, Kasich expressed support for amending the U.S. Constitution to abolish the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link]'s guarantee of jus soli (birthright) citizenship[image: External link] for people born in the United States.[192][193] Kasich also told the Columbus Dispatch at the time that "One thing that I don't want to reward is illegal immigration."[192]

In 2014, Kasich acknowledged that his stance on immigration has "evolved" because "maybe [I'm] a little smarter now," stating: "I don't want to see anybody in pain. So I guess when I look at this now, I look at it differently than I did in '10. ... When I look at a group of people who might be hiding, who may be afraid, who may be scared, who have children, I don't want to be in a position of where I make it worse for them."[192] That year, Kasich expressed openness to a path to citizenship for undocumented immigrants[image: External link], saying at a Republican Governors Association[image: External link] (RGA) meeting in Florida, "I don't like the idea of citizenship when people jump the line, [but] we may have to do it."[193] Kasich was the only governor at the RGA conference "to express openly a willingness to create a pathway to citizenship for undocumented immigrants."[192]

In August 2015, while running for president, Kasich called for a path to legal status (but not necessarily citizenship) for undocumented immigrants and for a guest worker program[image: External link].[193][194] Kasich also appeared to disavow his earlier stance against birthright citizenship, stating "I don't think we need to go there"; called for completion of a fence along the U.S.-Mexico border[image: External link]; and noted that undocumented immigrants who were brought to the U.S. as young children[image: External link] may obtain driver's licenses[image: External link] in Ohio.[193][194]

In October 2015, Kasich criticized Donald Trump's "plan to build a wall along the Mexican border[image: External link] and remove immigrants who entered the United States illegally," calling these notions "just crazy."[195]

In September 2015, Kasich said that the U.S. had a moral responsibility to accept refugees fleeing war and violence in Syria[image: External link]. Subsequently, however, Kasich moved to the right, and in November 2015 wrote a letter to President Obama asking that no additional Syrian refugees be resettled in Ohio.[196] Kasich opposed Trump's executive order on travel and immigration[image: External link], which Trump signed one week after taking office in January 2017. Kasich said that the order, was "ham-handed" because it "sowed so much confusion" and "sent a message that somehow the United States was looking sideways at Muslims."[197]
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 Lieutenant governor




Kasich has a "long-standing political partnership" with his lieutenant governor, Mary Taylor[image: External link].[198] In 2014, Kasich defended Taylor after her chief of staff, and that chief of staff's administrative assistant, resigned following a timesheet[image: External link] probe.[199][200] Kasich said of Taylor's handling of the matter: "Mary did the right thing and I support her."[200]

In 2017, the Kasich-Taylor relationship frayed after Taylor abandoned Kasich ally Matt Borges[image: External link] in his bid for chairman of the Ohio Republican Party[image: External link], and instead chose to support Jane Timken[image: External link], who was actively supported by Donald Trump,[198][201] who sought revenge against Kasich for his choice not to endorse Trump.[202] Nevertheless, Kasich indicated that Taylor had "been a good partner" over his term and indicated that he would support her if she chose to run for governor in 2018.[203]
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 Racial diversity in Cabinet




Upon taking office in 2011, Kasich received criticism for appointing an initial all-white cabinet of 22 members.[204] Responding to criticism for not appointing any black, Hispanic, or Asian Cabinet members, Kasich said: "I don't look at things from the standpoint of any of these sort of metrics that people tend to focus on, race or age, or any of those things. It's not the way I look at things... I want the best possible team I can get."[204] Shortly afterward, on February 2, 2011, Kasich made his first minority appointment to the Cabinet, naming Michael Colbert, a black man, to lead the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services[image: External link].[205]
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 Transportation




Throughout his first gubernatorial campaign, Kasich opposed the Ohio Hub[image: External link] higher-speed passenger rail[image: External link] project (a proposed 258-mile Cleveland-to-Cincinnati train) and promised to cancel it, claiming that it would average speeds of merely 36 mph.[206] In his first press conference following his election victory, Kasich declared "That train is dead...I said it during the campaign: It is dead."[207]

As governor-elect, Kasich lobbied the federal government to use $400 million in federal dollars allocated for high-speed rail for freight rail[image: External link] projects instead.[206][208] In a November 2010 letter to Kasich, Transportation Secretary[image: External link] Ray LaHood[image: External link] wrote that the federal funding was specifically allocated by the 2009 economic stimulus act[image: External link] for high-speed rail, and could not be used for other purposes.[208] In a December 2010 meeting with President Barack Obama, Kasich again unsuccessfully lobbied to use the grant money for freight rail rather than high-speed rail.[209]

In December 2010, the U.S. Department of Transportation announced that Ohio would lose the $385 million in grant funds allocated for high-speed passenger rail, since Kasich had informed them that he had no intention of ever building high-speed rail projects.[210] (Almost $15 million had already been spent for preliminary engineering.)[206] The $385 million was instead diverted to other states, such as California, New York, and Florida, which planned high-speed rail using the grant money for its congressionally intended purpose.[206][210] Outgoing governor Ted Strickland, who championed the project, expressed disappointment, saying that the loss of funding for the project was "one of the saddest days during my four years as governor" and that "I can't understand the logic of giving up these vital, job-creating resources to California and Florida at a time when so many Ohioans need jobs."[206][210]

Kasich is an opponent of the Cincinnati Streetcar[image: External link] project.[211][212]

In April 2015, Kasich signed a two-year transportation budget bill which allocated $7.06 billion for highway construction and maintenance, $600 million to local governments for road and bridge projects, and an additional million over the last budget for public transportation.[213]
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 Voting rights




In February 2014, Kasich signed into law a bill which cut six days from Ohio's early voting[image: External link] period, including the "golden week" (a period at the beginning of early voting when voters could both register to vote[image: External link] and cast an in-person absentee ballot).[214][215] The measures were hotly contested in the state legislature,[214] passing on a party-line vote[image: External link], with Republicans in favor and Democrats opposed.[216] This measure prompted two federal lawsuits[image: External link].[217] The first lawsuit, brought by the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] of Ohio on behalf of the NAACP[image: External link] and League of Women Voters[image: External link] of Ohio, resulted in a settlement in April 2015, in which the state agreed to provide evening and Sunday hours for early voting in elections in Ohio through 2018.[218] The second lawsuit, Ohio Democratic Party v. Husted, was brought in May 2015 by Democratic election lawyer Marc Elias[image: External link]; plaintiffs argued that the Ohio bill eliminating "golden week" violated the Constitiution and the Voting Rights Act[image: External link] because it disproportionately burdened black, Latino and young voters. The federal district court[image: External link] agreed and struck down the legislation, but the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit[image: External link] reversed that decision in a 2-1 vote, and the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] declined to hear an appeal[image: External link].[219] In July 2015, Kasich said that it was "pure demagoguery" for Hillary Clinton to "say that there are Republicans who are deliberately trying to keep people from voting[image: External link]."[220]

In April 2015, Kasich used his line-item veto power to veto a provision added to a highway-budget bill by Republicans in the state legislature that would have required college students who register to vote in Ohio to obtain a state driver's license and vehicle registration, imposing an estimated $75 in motor vehicle costs on out-of-state college students who wanted to vote in the state.[221][222][223] The veto was celebrated by voting rights[image: External link] advocates, Ohio Democrats, and the Cleveland Plain Dealer editorial board, which viewed the proposal as effectively a "poll tax[image: External link]" motivated by a partisan desire to limit college-town voting.[221][222][223]
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 Judicial appointments




In Ohio, justices of the Ohio Supreme Court[image: External link] are elected, but the governor can fill unexpired terms. In May 2012, Ohio Supreme Court Associate Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton[image: External link] announced she would retire at the end of 2012.[224] In December 2012, Kasich appointed Judge Judith L. French[image: External link] to Stratton's unexpired term, which ran from January 1, 2013 through January 1, 2015.[225]
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 2016 presidential campaign




Main article: John Kasich presidential campaign, 2016


In April 2015, he had announced the formation of his "New Day For America" group. Formerly a 527 group[image: External link], it filed as a super PAC[image: External link] in July 2015.[226] Between April 20 and June 30, 2015, the super PAC raised over $11.1 million from 165 "reportable contributions," including 34 contributions of $100,000 or more.[226] Major contributors to the PAC include Floyd Kvamme[image: External link], who donated $100,000, and Jim Dicke, chairman emeritus of Crown Equipment Corporation[image: External link], who donated $250,000.[226] According to FEC filings, Kasich's campaign had $2.5 million on hand at the beginning of 2016.[227]

In May 2015, sources close to him had said he was "virtually certain" to run for the Republican nomination for president.[228] On July 21, 2015, Kasich announced his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination during a speech at the Ohio Union[image: External link], the student union of his alma mater, the Ohio State University[image: External link].[229][230][231]

On January 30, 2016, the New York Times[image: External link] endorsed Kasich for the Republican nomination. The Times editorial board[image: External link] strongly rebuked leading candidates Donald Trump and Senator Ted Cruz and wrote that Kasich, "though a distinct underdog, is the only plausible choice for Republicans tired of the extremism and inexperience on display in this race."[232]

On the campaign trail, Kasich sought to project a sunny, optimistic message, describing himself as "the prince of light and hope."[233][234] This marked a change in tone for Kasich, who had developed a reputation as an abrasive governor.[235] Viewed as a long-shot contender, Kasich took an "above-the-fray approach to his rivals" and "ran unapologetically as a candidate with experience" even as others ran as "outsider" contenders.[236]

Kasich came in second place in the New Hampshire primary on February 9, 2016, behind winner Trump. The Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link] reported that this was "the best possible result" for Kasich and lent "credence to the notion that he can emerge" as a Republican alternative to Trump and Cruz.[237]

Ultimately, however, Kasich's message "never caught on in a campaign that ... exposed the anger and frustration coursing through the electorate" and he "found himself stuck in fourth place in a three-man race, trailing Senator Marco Rubio of Florida in the delegate count" although Rubio had dropped out of the race in March.[236]

The only state won by Kasich was his home state of Ohio,[236] which gave him 66 delegates in its March 2016 winner-take-all primary but still left him with "a steep delegate deficit against his rivals."[238] Kasich's unsuccessful campaign strategy hinged on the possibility of a contested[image: External link] (or brokered) Republican National Convention, in which no single candidate has enough delegates to win the nomination on the first ballot, something that has not happened in either of the two major parties' presidential nominating conventions[image: External link] since 1952.[239] Kasich suspended his campaign for the Republican presidential nomination (i.e., effectively dropped out of the race) on May 4, 2016, one day after Trump won the Republican primary in Indiana. The third remaining contender, Cruz, quit the race shortly before Kasich did, leaving Trump as the only candidate remaining in the Republican field and hence the party's presumptive nominee.[236]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Aftermath




Following his withdrawal from the race, Kasich did not extend his support to Trump. In May and June 2016, Kasich said that Trump was a divisive figure rather than a "unifier," said that he had no plans to endorse Trump in the near future, and ruled out accepting the position of vice-presidential running mate under Trump.[240][241]

Kasich stated that it was "hard to say" whether he would ever endorse Trump and added: "I can't go for dividing, name calling, or somebody that doesn't really represent conservative principles."[242] Kasich says that he has ruled out voting for Hillary Clinton, but lacks the enthusiasm to fully back Trump.[243]

In August 2016, Kasich repeated an earlier claim that the Trump campaign had offered him a powerful vice presidency, "putting him in charge of all domestic[image: External link] and foreign policy[image: External link]".[244] The Trump campaign denied that such an offer had been made.[244] Kasich also doubted whether Trump could win Ohio, a critical state in the election.[244] Later that month, Trump ally and conspiracy theorist Roger Stone[image: External link] claimed that Kasich would rig[image: External link] the Ohio vote to allow Hillary Clinton to win the state.[245] It was speculated that Kasich was looking towards a 2020 campaign,[246] with the expectation that Trump would be defeated in the 2016 campaign.[247] This speculation was strengthened by a report that Kasich had planned to give a speech to the American Enterprise Institute[image: External link] less than 48 hours after the election but cancelled it the morning after the election when it was clear that Trump won.[248]

Kasich received an electoral vote for the presidency from one faithless elector[image: External link], Christopher Suprun[image: External link] of Texas, who had been pledged to vote for Trump. An elector in Colorado also attempted to vote for him, but their vote was discarded and they were replaced by an alternate elector who voted for Hillary Clinton, as pledged.[249]

In February 2017, Kasich met with Trump at the White House,[250] a private meeting that followed a bitter feud.[251] Kasich indicated that he hoped for Trump's success, but would continue to be critical when he thought it was necessary.[251] The same month, Kasich's chief political advisors launched a political group, Two Paths America, in an effort to promote Kasich and his views and draw a contrast with Trump.[252] Kasich also planned a book, Two Paths, to be released in April 2017.[252] The creation of the group prompted speculation he could possibly run for president again,[252] but Kasich said that he had no plans to seek elected office again.[253]
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 Personal life




Kasich has been married twice. His first marriage was to Mary Lee Griffith from 1975 to 1980, and they had no children. Griffith has campaigned for Kasich since their divorce. Kasich and his current wife, Karen Waldbillig[image: External link], a former public relations executive, were married in March 1997 and have twin daughters, Emma and Reese. John has a younger brother Rick, age 59.[254]

Kasich was raised a Catholic[image: External link], but considers denominations irrelevant, while stating that "there's always going to be a part of me that considers myself a Catholic." He drifted away from his religion as an adult, but came to embrace an Anglican faith after his parents were killed in a car crash by a drunk driver on August 20, 1987.[255][256][257][258] Kasich has said he "doesn't find God in church" but does belong to St. Augustine's in Westerville, Ohio[image: External link], which is part of the Anglican Church in North America[image: External link], a conservative church that broke off from the Episcopal Church[image: External link].[258]
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 Electoral history






	Election results[259][260]



	Year
	Office
	Election
	
	Candidate
	Party
	Votes
	%
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	%
	
	Opponent
	Party
	Votes
	%



	1982
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	88,335
	50%
	
	Bob Shamansky[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	82,753
	47%
	
	Russell A. Lewis
	Libertarian
	3,939
	2%



	1984
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	148,899
	70%
	
	Richard S. Sloan
	Democratic[image: External link]
	65,215
	30%
	



	1986
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	117,905
	73%
	
	Timothy C. Jochim
	Democratic[image: External link]
	42,727
	27%
	



	1988
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	204,892
	80%
	
	Mark P. Brown
	Democratic[image: External link]
	50,782
	20%
	



	1990
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	130,495
	72%
	
	Mike Gelpi
	Democratic[image: External link]
	50,784
	28%
	



	1992
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	170,297
	71%
	
	Bob Fitrakis[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	68,761
	29%
	



	1994
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	114,608
	67%
	
	Cynthia L. Ruccia
	Democratic[image: External link]
	57,294
	33%
	
	N/A
	Write-in[image: External link]
	443
	0%



	1996
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	151,667
	64%
	
	Cynthia L. Ruccia
	Democratic[image: External link]
	78,762
	33%
	
	Barbara Ann Edelman
	Natural Law[image: External link]
	7,005
	3%



	1998
	U.S. House of Representatives[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	124,197
	67%
	
	Edward S. Brown
	Democratic[image: External link]
	60,694
	33%
	



	2010
	Governor of Ohio[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	1,889,186
	49%
	
	Ted Strickland[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1,812,059
	47%
	
	Ken Matesz
	Libertarian
	92,116
	2%



	2014
	Governor of Ohio[image: External link]
	General[image: External link]
	
	John Kasich
	Republican[image: External link]
	1,944,848
	64%
	
	Ed FitzGerald[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1,009,359
	33%
	
	Anita Rios[image: External link]
	Green[image: External link]
	101,706
	3%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Ohio's 12th congressional district[image: External link]

	List of United States Representatives from Ohio[image: External link]

	Ohio gubernatorial election, 2010[image: External link]

	Ohio gubernatorial election, 2014[image: External link]

	Republican Party presidential candidates, 2016

	List of John Kasich presidential campaign endorsements, 2016




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





	Citations





	
^ "Biography | John R. Kasich Congressional Collection"[image: External link]. Westervillelibrary.org. 1952-05-15. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ "Governor John R. Kasich Biography"[image: External link]. Governor of Ohio.


	
^ "KASICH, John Richard, Biographical Information"[image: External link]. Biographical Directory of the United States Congress.


	
^ a b Davis, Teddy (May 12, 2010). "Lehman Brothers Collapse Haunts John Kasich in Ohio Governor's Race"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved 2012-09-05.


	
^ Hershey, William (April 2, 2010). "Kasich made $1.1 M in 2008; no "golden parachute" from Lehman Bros, records show"[image: External link]. Dayton Daily News. Retrieved 2012-09-05.


	
^ "Governor and Lieutenant Governor: November 2, 2010"[image: External link]. Ohio Secretary of State.


	
^ Tilove, Jonathan (September 23, 2016). "John Kasich not following Ted Cruz's lead; no plans to endorse Trump"[image: External link]. Austin American-Statesman[image: External link].


	
^ Henry J. Gomez. "John Kasich follows through on vow not to vote for Donald Trump, writes in John McCain instead"[image: External link]. Cleveland.com. Retrieved 2016-12-23.


	
^ "He’s late to the 2016 race – but not to politics - Five things to know about John Kasich"[image: External link]. CBS News[image: External link]. 2015-07-21. Retrieved 2016-12-23.


	
^ Weisskopf & Maraniss 2008, p. 46.


	
^ a b Kasich 1999, p. 242.


	
^ croatiaweek. "The American-Croat Running for President of the United States of America"[image: External link]. Croatia Week.


	
^ Rechcigl 2013, p. 373.


	
^ Gossett, Dave (February 7, 2012). "Kasich relaxes at Wells Academy"[image: External link]. Herald-Star. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2015-05-04. Retrieved 2014-12-12.


	
^ "Brother Kasich Elected Ohio Governor"[image: External link]. Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, Inc. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 16, 2013.


	
^ Patricia Sellers (March 12, 2012) Ohio governor's career-making moment[image: External link] Fortune[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] 2016-02-28 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Kasich, John. "Letter to Richard Nixon"[image: External link], Dayton Daily News[image: External link] (December 2, 1970).


	
^ "Governor John R. Kasich (OH)"[image: External link]. Project Vote Smart.


	
^ Bischoff, Laura (2010-07-31). "Minister, former psychologist Strickland faces millionaire Kasich"[image: External link]. Dayton Daily News.


	
^ "John Kasich's biodata"[image: External link]. Fox News Channel. December 1, 2011.


	
^ a b Gomez, Henry. "After some lean and mean years, a maverick goes mainstream in Congress: John Kasich 5.0"[image: External link], The Plain Dealer[image: External link] (March 13, 2014).


	
^ "Statehouse oath a step back in time for Kasich"[image: External link]. News Net 5. 2011-01-09. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-06-28.


	
^ Wilkinson, Howard (1999-02-16). ""Little guy" starts White House run"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer.


	
^ Shutt, Dave (1978-12-21). "Most Ohio Legislators To Take $5,000 Raise". Toledo Blade.


	
^ "19 Won't Take Full Pay Hike". Youngstown Vindicator. 1978-12-22.


	
^ "OH District 12 – R Primary Race – Jun 08, 1982"[image: External link]. Our Campaigns. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ "OH District 12 Race – Nov 02, 1982"[image: External link]. Our Campaigns. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Straub, Bill (1998-07-04). "Kasich is a maverick with youth on his side"[image: External link]. The Cincinnati Post[image: External link]. E. W. Scripps Company[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2004-09-18.


	
^ "OH District 12 Race – Nov 05, 1996"[image: External link]. Our Campaigns. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ a b Apple, Jr., R.W. (1998-04-26). "A Republican With Rough Edges"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Pianin, Erich (May 25, 2006). "Kasich looks at nation, GOP and finds both in trouble"[image: External link]. Evansville Courier & Press. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 25, 2013.


	
^ a b Smith, Adam (August 19, 2015). "Meet John Kasich, the straight-talking GOP candidate threatening Jeb Bush"[image: External link]. Miami Herald.


	
^ Rebecca Kaplan, John Kasich: What does he stand for?[image: External link], CBS News (August 17, 2015).


	
^ a b c d e f Sabrina Eaton, Kasich to tout foreign policy experience on presidential campaign trail[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (August 14, 2015).


	
^ Michael Weisskopf & David Maraniss, Tell Newt to Shut Up (Simon & Schuster, 1996), pp. 102-03.


	
^ James R. Locher, III & Sam Nunn, Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A&M University Press, 2004), pp. 375, 423, 425.


	
^ a b c d Darrel Rowland, What we've found out about the foreign policy of a President Kasich[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (April 27, 2015).


	
^ A GOP Move To Bring Bosnia Troops Home: Reps. Kasich, Spence want to stop funds by Sept. 30[image: External link], CNN (March 21, 1997).


	
^ a b Eric Pianin, Republican Alternative to Clinton Budget Includes Tax Relief for Parents[image: External link], Washington Post (March 3, 1994).


	
^ a b c House Approves Spending Cuts: Clinton Fends Off Call For Bigger Savings[image: External link], Washington Post (November 23, 1993).


	
^ a b c d e J. Craig Crawford, Budget-cutting Zeal Sends a Clear Message to Clinton[image: External link], Orlando Sentinel (November 24, 1993).


	
^ Lacayo, Richard (8 November 1993). "Remember the Deficit?"[image: External link]. Time Magazine. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 30 September 2007.


	
^ a b Zeke J. Miller, Hillary Clinton Dined With John Kasich Over Healthcare Reform—In 1993[image: External link], Time (July 23, 2015).


	
^ "H.R. 3450 (103rd): North American Free Trade Agreement Implementation Act"[image: External link]. GovTrack.us. 1993-11-17. Retrieved 2016-12-23.


	
^ Bipartisanship Was The Key In Getting Crime Bill Passed[image: External link] Broder, David. Chicago Tribune. 24 August 1994.


	
^ Rowland, Darrel; Jim Siegel (October 28, 2010). "Strickland told truth in anti-Kasich ad, elections panel finds"[image: External link]. Columbus Dispatch[image: External link]. Retrieved 2012-09-05.


	
^ "1997 Balanced Budget and Taxpayer Relief Act"[image: External link]. Slaying the Dragon of Debt: Fiscal Politics and Policy from the 1970's to the Present.


	
^ Eaton, Sabrina, Gov. John Kasich continues reform quest he started two decades ago: welfare to work[image: External link], The Plain Dealer (January 27, 2015)


	
^ Bill Schneider, The Last Cookie on the Plate[image: External link], CNN (April 16, 1996).


	
^ Julie Carr Symth, White House Brief: Things to know about 2016 Republican candidate and Ohio Gov. John Kasich[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2015-08-13 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]., Associated Press (July 21, 2015).


	
^ Dan Payne, 20 Revelations About GOP Candidate John Kasich[image: External link], WBUR (August 19, 2015).


	
^ Richard L. Berke, The President's Trial: Presidential Candidates Are Saying Little About Impeachment Trial, for Now[image: External link], New York Times (February 7, 1999).


	
^ "Veteran Ohio lawmaker plans to seek GOP presidential nod"[image: External link]. Deseret News. 1999-02-15. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Kasich forms exploratory committee to run for president[image: External link], CNN (February 15, 1999).


	
^ "Pittsburgh Post-Gazette – Google News Archive Search"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Wilkinson, Howard (July 14, 1999). "Kasich will bow to Bush"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer.


	
^ Calderone, Michael (March 2, 2010). "Fox platform gives Kasich a boost"[image: External link]. Politico. Retrieved September 12, 2015.


	
^ Daley, David (May 23, 2000). "Pursuit Of No. 2: Vp Candidates Parade Before Chatfests"[image: External link]. Hartford Courant[image: External link]. Retrieved September 12, 2015.


	
^ "New York Times Best Sellers July 11, 2010"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2014-11-26.


	
^ "Lehman Hires Kasich"[image: External link]. New York Times[image: External link]. January 11, 2001. Retrieved 2012-09-05.


	
^ "Kasich discloses Lehman pay"[image: External link]. Politico.


	
^ Pelzer, Jeremy (29 October 2015). "Here Are the Facts behind 3 GOP Debate Claims Involving John Kasich"[image: External link]. Cleveland.com.


	
^ Hallett, Joe; Riskind, Jonathan (15 July 2005). "GOP voices urge Kasich to enter race for governor"[image: External link]. Columbus Dispatch. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2 December 2005.


	
^ Joe Hallett, Kasich creates PAC to help Ohio GOP retain power[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (July 15, 2008).


	
^ Kevin Risner, Kasich announces leadership team for Ohio PAC[image: External link], Advertiser-Tribune (February 17, 2009).


	
^ Kraushaar, Josh (2009-05-01). "Kasich to run for Ohio governorship"[image: External link]. Politico.com. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Points of division: Jobs dominate, but 'hot button' issues remain important in governor's race[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch Archived[image: External link] March 21, 2011, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Kasich touts reform, but few details makes districts anxious in Columbus"[image: External link]. Springfieldnewssun.com. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Unions that 'make things' will get chance to help | Columbus Dispatch Politics[image: External link][dead link[image: External link]]


	
^ "Governor's Mansion goes red as John Kasich wins"[image: External link]. Findarticles.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2016-01-07. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ "Kasich To Be Sworn In As Ohio's Next Governor | WBNS-10TV Columbus, Ohio"[image: External link]. 10tv.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2011-01-11. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Terkel, Amanda (March 11, 2013). John Kasich Faces Tea Party Protest Over Medicaid Decision[image: External link], The Huffington Post. Retrieved 2014-12-24.


	
^ Green, Justin (May 6, 2013). Why Does the Tea Party Want to Let Democrats Run Ohio?[image: External link], The Daily Beast. Retrieved 2014-12-24.


	
^ Freedlander, David (September 4, 2013). Ohio Republican Party Goes to War With Itself, Leaving 2016 in Doubt[image: External link], The Daily Beast. Retrieved 2014-12-24.


	
^ Joe Vardon, Libertarians angry at GOP while acknowledging faults[image: External link], The Columbus Dispatch ( March 9, 2014).


	
^ a b Joanna Walters, John Kasich has been billed as moderate candidate, but his record is anything but[image: External link], The Guardian (February 11, 2016).


	
^ "Looking for another boomer president"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer. 1998-10-11. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ a b c d e Sarah McHaney, What does John Kasich believe? Where the candidate stands on 10 issues[image: External link], PBS (July 21, 2015).


	
^ a b Pilkington, Ed (September 8, 2015). Ohio Planned Parenthood fights back at frontline of new conservative assault[image: External link]. The Guardian. Retrieved: 8 September 2015.


	
^ Jessica Wehrman & Michelle Everhart, John Kasich on the issues[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (July 19, 2015).


	
^ a b c d e f g h Brandon Blackwell, Kasich signs budget, keeps abortion restrictions, leaves door open for Medicaid expansion[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (July 1, 2013).


	
^ Catherine Candisky, Abortion-rights advocates say support has swelled since Trump election[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (May 3, 2017).


	
^ a b c Ohio Abortion Restrictions: Gov. John Kasich Signs New State Budget Containing Anti-Abortion Measures[image: External link], The Huffington Post (July 1, 2015).


	
^ Juliet Eilperin, Ohio Gov. John Kasich signs new abortion restrictions into law[image: External link], Washington Post (July 1, 2013).


	
^ Jack Torry, John Kasich warns against government shutdown over Planned Parenthood funding[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (September 13, 2015).


	
^ Grinberg, Emanuella (2016-12-14). "Ohio bans abortions after 20 weeks, vetoes 'heartbeat' bill"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved 2016-12-23.


	
^ "House Bill 493 - Votes | The Ohio Legislature"[image: External link]. Legislature.ohio.gov. Retrieved 2016-12-23.


	
^ Joe Vardon, Kasich breaks ranks, speaks of climate change[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (April 10, 2012).


	
^ Rachel Leven & Anthony Adragna, Candidate Kasich Says Climate Change Cause Unclear[image: External link], Bloomberg BNA (July 21, 2015).


	
^ a b c Steven Mufson & Tom Hamburger, Ohio governor signs bill freezing renewable-energy standards[image: External link], Washington Post (June 13, 2014).


	
^ a b John Funk, Ohio renewable energy and efficiency rules frozen for two years as Gov. John Kasich signs legislation[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (June 13, 2014).


	
^

	Carrie Blackmore Smith, Kasich breaks with GOP, keeps renewable energy standards[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (December 27, 2016).

	John Funk, Kasich wins strong support from environmentalists for green mandates[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (December 27, 2016).





	
^ a b c Jeremy Pelzer, Ohio's fracking tax would jump significantly under Gov. John Kasich's budget plan[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (February 2, 2015).


	
^ a b c d e Eric Albrecht, Kasich reverses on fracking in state parks: Legislators call for investigation into ODNR plan[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (February 18, 2014).


	
^ a b c Gov. Kasich signs bill aimed at protecting Lake Erie, Ohio water quality[image: External link], Toledo Blade.


	
^ John Seewer, Gov. John Kasich signs new rules to help reduce Lake Erie Algae, Associated Press (April 2, 2015).[image: External link]


	
^ Jack Torry, Kasich backs Keystone pipeline[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (February 12, 2015).


	
^

	Randy Ludlow, Ohio troopers return from North Dakota pipeline protest[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (November 16, 2016).

	Carrie Blackmore Smith, Kasich: I sent Ohio troopers to assist with security at Dakota Access Pipeline[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (April 17, 2017).





	
^ Joe Guillen, Private corrections company with ties to government officials will not get special treatment while Ohio sells five prisons, director says[image: External link], The Plain Dealer[image: External link] (March 21, 2013).


	
^ Collier Meyerson, Private prisons and the profit motive[image: External link], MSNBC[image: External link] (September 13, 2013).


	
^ German Lopez, From the Inside[image: External link], City Beat[image: External link] (May 29, 2013).


	
^ Jona Ison, Ohio puts Marion prison up for sale[image: External link], Marion Star[image: External link] (July 1, 2015).


	
^ Izadi, Elahe; Holley, Peter (November 26, 2014). "Video shows Cleveland officer shooting 12-year-old Tamir Rice within seconds"[image: External link]. Washington Post. Retrieved December 29, 2015.


	
^ Tamir Rice decision: What the experts are saying[image: External link], cleveland.com[image: External link], Eric Heisig, December 28, 2015. Retrieved 29 December 2015.


	
^ Berman, Mark (September 24, 2014). "No indictments after police shoot and kill man at an Ohio Wal-Mart; Justice Dept. launches investigation"[image: External link]. Washington Post[image: External link].


	
^ a b c Robert Higgs, John Kasich orders minimum standards for police departments to improve community relations[image: External link], Northeast Ohio Media Group Columbus (April 30, 2015).


	
^ Robert Higgs, New task force a step toward easing tensions between citizens, police, John Kasich says[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link] (December 5, 2014).


	
^ Kasich appoints members of Community-Police Relations task force[image: External link], WKYC (January 14, 2015).


	
^ a b Ohio Task Force on Community-Police Relations Final Report[image: External link] (April 29, 2015).


	
^ a b Eric Sandy, State Task Force Publishes Report on Community-Police Relations[image: External link], Cleveland Scene (May 4, 2015).


	
^ Chrissie Thompson, Kasich orders rules for use of deadly force[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (April 29, 2015).


	
^ Tammy Mutasa, Gov. Kasich announces police standards board in wake of shootings: Board is first for state[image: External link], WLWT (April 29, 2015).


	
^ Mark Gokavi, Ohio adopts first-ever police standards on deadly force[image: External link], Dayton Daily News (August 28, 2015).


	
^ Bradner, Eric (August 10, 2015). "John Kasich 'open' to police body cameras"[image: External link]. CNN. Retrieved September 13, 2015.


	
^ a b Julie Carr Smyth, John Kasich on issues of 2016 campaign[image: External link], Associated Press (July 22, 2015).


	
^ a b Associated Press, Records show Ohio governor John Kasich uses clemency power infrequently[image: External link] (March 23, 2015).


	
^ Jim, Provance (January 31, 2015). "Kasich delays all executions for '15 amid drug issues"[image: External link]. Toledo Blade. Retrieved 2015-06-30.


	
^ "Can Europe End the Death Penalty in America?"[image: External link], Matt Ford. The Atlantic. February 18, 2014. Retrieved 23 jan 2017


	
^ Rebecca Hersher, [Ohio Postpones 8 Executions Amidst Legal Challenge To Lethal Injection Procedure], NPR (February 10, 2017).


	
^ Jackie Borchardt, Gov. John Kasich pushes back execution dates for 8 Ohio inmates[image: External link], Cleveland.com (February 10, 2017).


	
^ a b c Alan Johnson, Kasich stays conservative with pardons[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (February 11, 2017).


	
^ George F. Will, Kasich waits in the wings[image: External link], Washington Post (March 18, 2015).


	
^ Reginald Fields, Ohio Gov. John Kasich signs sentencing reform bill that favors rehab over prison for non-violent felons[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (June 30, 2011).


	
^ Reginald Fields, Bill easing collateral sanctions for felons in Ohio will soon be law[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (June 26, 2012).


	
^ Rowland, Darrel (10 September 2014). "Kasich already looking beyond November election".[image: External link] The Columbus Dispatch.


	
^ Gary C. Mohr, Reforming A System: An Inside Perspective on How Ohio Achieved a Record-Low Recidivism Rate[image: External link], Justice Center: Council of State Governments (March 12, 2012).


	
^ Ohio Gov John Kasich advocating significant resources devoted to addiction services for prisoners[image: External link], Sentencing Law & Policy Blog (February 7, 2015).


	
^ Chrissie Thompson, Will Ohio legalize marijuana this year?[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (May 23, 2015).


	
^ Stephen Grills John Kasich On Pot Legalization[image: External link], The Late Show with Stephen Colbert[image: External link], CBS (November 7, 2015.)


	
^ Darrel Rowland, John Kasich would consider legalizing medical marijuana[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2016-04-17 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]., Columbus Dispatch (February 6, 2016).


	
^ Cory Shaffer, First responders in Ohio can now carry life-saving heroin overdose antidote[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (March 12, 2014).


	
^ Jason Cherkis, Gov. Kasich Makes Heroin Overdose Drug Available Without Prescription[image: External link], Huffington Post (July 17, 2015).


	
^ Matt Wilstein, John Kasich Equates Marijuana with Heroin: 'A Scourge in This Country'[image: External link], Mediaite (April 21, 2015).


	
^ a b Matt Ferner, Here's Where The GOP's 2016 Presidential Contenders Stand On Marijuana Legalization[image: External link], Huffington Post (May 6, 2015).


	
^ a b Jonathan Oosting, Marijuana legalization a 'terrible idea,' says GOP presidential hopeful John Kasich[image: External link], MLive[image: External link] (September 2, 2015).


	
^ Marc Kovac, Gov. Kasich votes against Issue 3[image: External link], Alliance Review[image: External link] (October 27, 2015).


	
^ John Sharp, Ohio Gov. John Kasich on legalization of marijuana: 'I hope it loses' (video)[image: External link], AL.com[image: External link] (November 3, 2015).


	
^ Marshall, Aaron, Ohio's $8 billion budget hole: Was it really that big?[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (May 29, 2011)


	
^ a b c d e Thomas Kaplan, John Kasich Boasts of Ohio Recovery, but Reality Is More Nuanced[image: External link], New York Times (March 13, 2016).


	
^ Jacobson, Louis, John Kasich: 'I took the state of Ohio from an $8 billion hole ... to a $2 billion surplus'[image: External link], PolitiFact (August 6, 2015).


	
^ Thursday March 27, 2008 12:51 PM (2008-03-27). "Joe Hallett, Kasich gets set to run in 2010, 3/27/08"[image: External link]. Columbus Dispatch. Retrieved 2013-07-19.


	
^ Higgs, Robert, So-called 'death tax' to perish at year's end[image: External link], PolitiFact (July 24, 2011)


	
^ a b c Julie Carr Smyth, Kasich signs $71B budget after vetoing 44 items[image: External link], Associated Press (July 1, 2015).


	
^ a b c d e f Robert Higgs, Kasich-O-Meter: Revamp the state's collective bargaining law for public employees[image: External link], Politifact (March 5, 2013).


	
^ a b c Ohio's SB 5, Explained[image: External link], StateImpact/NPR (retrieved September 13, 2015). Archived[image: External link] July 25, 2015, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Jim Provance, Kasich accepts defeat of Issue 2[image: External link], Toledo Blade (November 8, 2015).


	
^ CNN, Bill restricting public-sector unions passes in Ohio[image: External link] (March 30, 2011).


	
^ a b Joe Guillen, What's really in Senate Bill 5? Clearing up the rumors, misinformation surrounding collective bargaining overhaul[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (March 20, 2011).


	
^ a b Reginald Field, Ohio voters overwhelmingly reject Issue 2, dealing a blow to Gov. John Kasich[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (November 10, 2011).


	
^ Michelle Everhart, Gov. John Kasich rescinds orders allowing collective bargaining for care workers[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (May 22, 2015).


	
^ Janet Hook, Will Kasich's Balanced Budget Tour Lead Him to White House?[image: External link], Wall Street Journal (January 23, 2015).


	
^ James Hohmann, John Kasich's crusade: Behind the potential 2016 candidate's long-shot bid for a balanced budget amendment[image: External link], Politico (December 14, 2014).


	
^ Eric Bradner & Eugene Scott, Kasich meets with Obama to discuss TPP[image: External link], CNN (September 16, 2016).


	
^ a b c d Alex Jaffe, Kasich outlines iron fist, velvet glove foreign policy doctrine in South Carolina[image: External link], MSNBC (August 18, 2015).


	
^ John Kasich on the N.S.A.[image: External link], New York Times (June 4, 2015).


	
^ Ross Barkan, Kasich Warns Giving Government a Backdoor to Encrypted Phones Could Help Hackers[image: External link], New York Observer (December 9, 2015).


	
^ Andrea Peterson, Kasich doesn't understand how the tech that keeps you safe online works[image: External link], Washington Post (December 16, 2015).


	
^ Aaron Marshall, Kasich-O-Meter: Scrap Gov. Ted Strickland's evidence-based school funding model[image: External link], Politifact (June 28, 2012).


	
^ a b c Valerie Strauss, What Ohio Gov. John Kasich is doing to public education in his state[image: External link], Washington Post (July 20, 2015).


	
^ a b c d What has Gov. John Kasich really done to school funding in Ohio?[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (March 24, 2015).


	
^ Overview of School Funding[image: External link], Ohio Department of Education (March 1, 2016).


	
^ Darrel Rowland, Kasich, FitzGerald at odds on hot-button issues[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (September 28, 2014).


	
^ Alan Johnson, Holocaust memorial at Statehouse speaks for victims, survivors, liberators[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (June 1, 2014).


	
^ Carlo Wolff, 1,500 attend dedication of Ohio Holocaust Memorial[image: External link], Cleveland Jewish News (June 2, 2014).


	
^ a b c d Eric Bradner, Kasich revises history on Iraq war[image: External link], CNN (August 16, 2015).


	
^ Alexandra Jaffe, Kasich: Boots on the ground necessary to defeat ISIS[image: External link], CNN (February 20, 2015).


	
^ Shahien Nasiripour, Kasich Wouldn't Cancel Iran Deal, Would Send Troops to Fight ISIS[image: External link], Huffington Post (July 26, 2015).


	
^ Deirdre Shesgreen & Ledyard King, Kasich: Ohio to keep sanctions against Iran[image: External link], Bucyrus Telegraph-Forum (September 9, 2015).


	
^ Alexandra Jaffe, Kasich: Boost Defense Spending With Reforms, Lose Sequestration[image: External link], NBC News (August 31, 2015).


	
^ a b John R. Kasich, Reject False Prophets. Protect Our Allies[image: External link], Time (January 12, 2017).


	
^ Jack Torry, Portman, McCain, Kasich slam talk of lifting Russian sanctions[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (January 27, 2017).


	
^ Kasich Weighs in on Trump's First Month[image: External link], Columbus Underground (February 20, 2017).


	
^ a b Jessica Schulberg, The Reaction John Kasich Got for Accepting Gay Marriage Shows How Far the GOP Has Come[image: External link], Huffington Post (August 7, 2015).


	
^ Alan Johnson, Kasich alters order on work rights[image: External link], The Columbus Dispatch (January 22, 2011).


	
^ John Kasich: An 'Obviously Disappointed' Record On Equality[image: External link], Human Rights Campaign (July 21, 2015).


	
^ Gov. John Kasich responds to gay marriage ruling[image: External link] (video), Dayton Daily News (June 26, 2015).


	
^ a b c Jack Torry, Gov. John Kasich says 'it's time to move on' from same-sex marriage ruling[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (June 28, 2015).


	
^ Gov. John Kasich scores political points on gay marriage without embracing it[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (August 13, 2015).


	
^ Kate Davidson & Andrew Ackerman, John Kasich Says Kentucky Clerk Should Follow Law on Gay Marriage[image: External link], Wall Street Journal (September 6, 2015).


	
^ a b c d e f Dan Friedman, How John Kasich Flipped a Mixed Gun Voting Record into an 'A' Grade from the NRA[image: External link], The Trace (February 5, 2016).


	
^ Benen, Steve. Ohio's Kasich expands healthcare access through Obamacare[image: External link], MSNBC (22 October 2013).


	
^ a b c d Eric Bradner, Kasich in interview: Obamacare here to stay[image: External link], CNN (October 21, 2014).


	
^ Daniel Skinner, Medicaid in Ohio: The Politics of Expansion, Reauthorization, and Reform[image: External link], Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law[image: External link] (October 7, 2015), doi:10.1215/03616878-3424647[image: External link].


	
^ Domenico Montanaro, Ohio Republican Gov. Kasich On Expanding Medicaid: 'It's My Money'[image: External link], NPR (May 1, 2015).


	
^ Catherine Candisky, Ohio's Medicaid costs $2 billion less than estimates[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (August 13, 2015).


	
^ Tom LoBianco, Kasich says he's not an Obamacare hypocrite[image: External link], CNN (May 27, 2015).


	
^ Chrissie Thompson, Kasich-care: Priorities like Obamacare, without mandates[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (August 16, 2015).


	
^

	Emily Schultheis, Ohio Gov. Kasich says House conservatives may cause "problem" passing Obamacare replacement[image: External link], CBS News (February 26, 2017).

	Deirdre Shesgreen, Ohio Gov. John Kasich: House Republicans could foil Obamacare replacement[image: External link], USA Today (February 26, 2017).

	Jeremy Pelzer, John Kasich lobbies in D.C. to save Medicaid expansion: Ohio Politics Roundup[image: External link], cleveland.com[image: External link] (February 27, 2017).





	
^ Carl Weiser, John Kasich: Nation's 'soul' at stake in Obamacare repeal[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (March 13, 2017).


	
^ Jessica Wehrman, Talk to Democrats about health care, Kasich urges GOP[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (March 28, 2017).


	
^ Jennifer Calfas, John Kasich Says GOP Health Care Bill Is 'Inadequate'[image: External link], Time (May 7, 2017).


	
^ a b c d Darrel Rowland, Kasich's immigration views 'evolved'[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (November 21, 2014).


	
^ a b c d Anna Louie Sussman, Kasich Backs Path to Legal Status for Undocumented Immigrants[image: External link], Wall Street Journal (August 9, 2015).


	
^ a b Kasich supports a path to legal status for those in country illegally; Trump says they 'have to go'[image: External link], Los Angeles Times (August 16, 2015).


	
^ Alan Rappeport (27 October 2015). "John Kasich Says He's "Had It" With Rivals Peddling "Crazy" Ideas"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Alan Rappeport, John Kasich Shifts His Stand on Accepting Refugees[image: External link], New York Times (November 17, 2015).


	
^ Robert Costa (January 29, 2017). "Kasich calls Trump's immigration order — and White House staff — 'ham-handed' "[image: External link]. Washington Post.


	
^ a b Henry J. Gomez, Ohio Gov. John Kasich's allies ponder whether to punish Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor for political snub[image: External link], Cleveland.com (January 26, 2017).


	
^ Karen Kasler, Kasich Defends Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor after Resignation of Two Staffers[image: External link], Ideastream (WVIZ/WCRN) (June 16, 2014).


	
^ a b Jim Letizia, Kasich Defends Taylor in Timesheet Probe[image: External link], Ohio Public Radio (June 17, 2014).


	
^ Paul Orlousky, Leak suggests Lt. Gov. Mary Taylor 'double-crossed' Ohio Gov. John Kasich[image: External link], WOIO (January 26, 2017).


	
^ Trump gets revenge, helps oust Kasich loyalist from Ohio GOP post[image: External link], Fox News (January 10, 2017).


	
^ Laura A. Bischoff, Kasich says he backs Taylor for governor in ‘18[image: External link], Dayton Daily News (February 10, 2017).


	
^ a b John Kuntz, The race of Gov. John Kasich's all-white Cabinet only matters if he fails to create jobs: Phillip Morris[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (January 21, 2011).


	
^ Aaron Marshall, Gov. John Kasich makes first minority appointment to his Cabinet[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (February 2, 2011).


	
^ a b c d e Robert Higgs, Kasich successful in halting $400-million, high-speed rail project[image: External link], Politifact (January 10, 2011).


	
^ "Not So Fast: Future For High-Speed Rail Uncertain"[image: External link], David Schaper. NPR. November 12, 2010. Retrieved 23 jan 2017


	
^ a b Lisa Lambert, Tensions with states grow over high speed rail[image: External link], Reuters (November 10, 2010).


	
^ Jack Torry & Mark Niquette, Kasich pitches his $400M rail plan to Obama[image: External link], Dayton Daily News (December 3, 2010).


	
^ a b c Stephen Koff, Feds to Ohio: Your high-speed rail project is officially dead (and New York thanks you)[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (December 10, 2010).


	
^ Joe Wessels, Cincinnati streetcar state funding nixed by Ohio agency[image: External link], Reuters (April 12, 2011).


	
^ Kasich: Can't 'justify' streetcar money[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (March 11, 2011).


	
^ Robert Higgs, John Kasich signs transportation budget that targets billions for roadwork, bolsters driver safety (video)[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (April 1, 2015).


	
^ a b Robert Higgs, Kasich signs voting bills that end Golden Week and limit distribution of absentee ballots[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (February 21, 2014).


	
^ Zachary Roth, Kasich to sign restrictive Ohio voting bills[image: External link], MSNBC (February 21, 2015).


	
^ Reid Wilson, Ohio Republicans move to curb early, absentee voting[image: External link], Washington Post (February 20, 2014).


	
^ Robert Higgs, New federal lawsuit targets changes in Ohio voting laws[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (May 11, 2015).


	
^ Robert Higgs, ACLU, Secretary of State Jon Husted settle federal lawsuit over access to early voting in Ohio[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (April 20, 2015).


	
^

	Darrel Rowland, Federal lawsuit filed against Ohio's voting system[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (May 11, 2015).

	Robert Barnes, The crusade of a Democratic superlawyer with multimillion-dollar backing[image: External link], Washington Post (August 7, 2016).

	David A. Graham, Ohio's 'Golden Week' of Early Voting Is Dead, Again[image: External link], The Atlantic (August 23, 2016).

	Adam Liptak[image: External link], Supreme Court Won't Restore 'Golden Week' Voting in Ohio[image: External link], New York Times (September 14, 2016).





	
^ Darrel Rowland, Hillary Clinton draws ire of John Kasich on voting[image: External link], Columbus Dispatch (June 6, 2015).


	
^ a b Zachary Roth, John Kasich blocks GOP scheme to target student voting[image: External link], MSNBC (April 2, 2015).


	
^ a b Chrissie Thompson, Kasich vetoes GOP's college-voting provision[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (May 13, 2015).


	
^ a b Editorial: Gov. John Kasich's veto of college-voting restriction does the right thing for Ohio[image: External link], Cleveland Plain Dealer (April 3, 2015).


	
^ Fields, Reginald (2012-05-22). "Ohio Supreme Court Justice Evelyn Lundberg Stratton to retire midway through term"[image: External link]. Cleveland.com. Retrieved 2012-05-25.


	
^ Vardon, Joe (2012-12-20). "Kasich Names French to Supreme Court"[image: External link]. The Columbus Dispatch[image: External link]. Retrieved 2012-12-22.


	
^ a b c Daniel Strauss, John Kasich super PAC raises more than $11 million[image: External link], Politico (July 31, 2015).


	
^ Jeremy Fugleberg, Kasich campaign warchest: $2.5 million[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (February 1, 2016).


	
^ Karl, Jonathan (May 17, 2015). "Ohio Gov. John Kasich Virtually Certain to Run for President, Sources Say"[image: External link]. ABC News. Retrieved May 17, 2015.


	
^ Stolberg, Sheryl Gay (July 21, 2015). "John Kasich Enters Crowded 2016 Race Facing Job of Catch-Up"[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved July 21, 2015.


	
^ Henry J. Gomez (December 11, 2014). "In Arizona, the first hints of what a John Kasich presidential campaign might look and sound like"[image: External link]. Cleveland Plain Dealer[image: External link]. Retrieved 2014-12-12.


	
^ Ingles, Jo. "U.S. latecomer Kasich touts experience as he joins Republican field"[image: External link]. Reuters.com. Reuters. Retrieved 21 July 2015.


	
^ The Editorial Board (January 30, 2016). "A Chance to Reset the Republican Race"[image: External link]. New York Times[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-02-02.


	
^ Thomas Kaplan, With Calm and Experience, John Kasich Connects in New Hampshire[image: External link], New York Times (January 22, 2016).


	
^ Robert Costa, Ohio Gov. John Kasich heads to early primary state of South Carolina[image: External link], Washington Post (February 11, 2015).


	
^ Erick Trickey, How Mean Old John Kasich Became Mr. Nice: Ohio's famously abrasive governor ditches the tough talk to convince New Hampshire voters he's the anti-Trump[image: External link], Politico Magazine (February 3, 2016).


	
^ a b c d Kaplan, Thomas (May 4, 2016). "John Kasich Drops Out of Presidential Race"[image: External link]. The New York Times.


	
^ Chrissie Thompson (February 9, 2016). "John Kasich finishes 2nd in New Hampshire primary, vaulting to prominence in GOP race"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer. Retrieved 2016-02-09.


	
^ Alan Rappeport, John Kasich Wins Ohio, His Home State[image: External link], New York Times (March 15, 2016).


	
^ Tim Reid, Kasich Banks on Contested Convention to Win GOP Nomination[image: External link], Reuters (March 14, 2016).


	
^ Chrissie Thompson, John Kasich 'undecided' on backing Donald Trump, won't serve as VP[image: External link], Cincinnati Enquirer (May 17, 2016).


	
^ Eliza Collins, Kasich still not endorsing Trump, won't be his VP[image: External link], USA Today (June 9, 2016).


	
^ Kailani Koenig, John Kasich: 'Hard to Say' If I Will Ever Endorse Donald Trump[image: External link], NBC News (June 9, 2016).


	
^ Healy, Patrick (August 8, 2016). "Tim Kaine Says Hillary Clinton Has Learned From Email 'Mistake' "[image: External link]. The New York Times. Retrieved August 8, 2016.


	
^ a b c Cadigan, Will (August 7, 2016). "Kasich: Trump Jr. called aide to float VP offer"[image: External link]. CNN.


	
^ Berrian, Hank (August 23, 2016). "Trump Ally Roger Stone: Kasich Will Rig Ohio For Hillary"[image: External link]. Daily Wire.


	
^ Libit, Daniel (August 9, 2016). "Yes, John Kasich is still running for president — in 2020"[image: External link]. CNBC[image: External link].


	
^ Bunker, Theodore (July 20, 2016). "Kasich Looks to 2020 Assuming Trump Will Be a Loser"[image: External link]. Newsmax.


	
^ Thompson, Chrissie (November 9, 2016). "NeverTrumper John Kasich Cancels Thursday Speech"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer.


	
^ Detrow, Scott. "Donald Trump Secures Electoral College Win, With Few Surprises"[image: External link]. NPR. Retrieved 19 December 2016.


	
^ Henry J. Gomez, President Donald Trump will meet with Ohio Gov. John Kasich on Friday. But whose idea was it?[image: External link], Cleveland.com (February 21, 2017).


	
^ a b Deirdre Shesgreen, After bitter feud, Kasich and Trump try to mend fences[image: External link], USA Today (February 24, 2017).


	
^ a b c Henry J. Gomez, John Kasich's allies launch political organization to promote his vision (and to counter Trump's)[image: External link], Cleveland.com (February 10, 2017).


	
^ Eli Watkins, John Kasich says he's not running for office again[image: External link], CNN (March 26, 2017).


	
^ Stephanie Schorow (30 September 2010). "Is John Kasich Married?"[image: External link]. politicsdaily.com. AOL News/HuffPost Politics. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 19, 2010. Retrieved 2012-02-12.


	
^ Kasich 2010, p. 96.


	
^ Gomez, Henry J. (May 12, 2014). "A mailman's son in McKees Rocks dreams of priesthood and politics: John Kasich 5.0"[image: External link]. The Plain Dealer. Cleveland.com. Retrieved February 19, 2016.


	
^ "Religion in Review May 2010"[image: External link]. publishersweekly.com. Retrieved 2015-02-07.


	
^ a b Cathy Lynn Grossman, 5 faith facts about Gov. John Kasich: 'God is with me wherever I happen to be'[image: External link], Religion News Service (July 21, 2015).


	
^ "Election Results"[image: External link]. Ohio Secretary of State. Retrieved 2014-03-01.


	
^ "Election Statistics"[image: External link]. United States House of Representatives: History, Art & Archives. Retrieved 2014-03-01.







	Bibliography




	Kasich, John (1999). Courage Is Contagious: Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things to Change the Face of America. New York: Random House. ISBN[image: External link]  9780385491488[image: External link].

	Kasich, John (2010). Every Other Monday: Twenty Years of Life, Lunch, Faith, and Friendship. New York: Simon and Schuster. ISBN[image: External link]  9781439172186[image: External link].

	Rechcigl, Miloslav Jr. (2013). Czech American Timeline: Chronology of Milestones in the History of Czechs in America. Bloomington, Indiana: Author House. ISBN[image: External link]  9781481757065[image: External link].

	Weisskopf, Michael; Maraniss, David (2008). Tell Newt to Shut Up: Prize-Winning Washington Post Journalists Reveal H. New York: Simon and Schuster. ISBN[image: External link]  9781439128886[image: External link].











[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	
Governor John Kasich[image: External link] official Ohio government website

	John Kasich for Governor[image: External link]

	John Kasich for President[image: External link]

	
John Kasich[image: External link] at DMOZ[image: External link]


	
Appearances[image: External link] on C-SPAN[image: External link]





	U.S. Representative (1983–2001)




	
Biography[image: External link] at the Biographical Directory of the United States Congress[image: External link]


	
Financial information (federal office)[image: External link] at the Federal Election Commission






Categories[image: External link]:

	John Kasich[image: External link]

	1952 births[image: External link]

	20th-century American politicians[image: External link]

	20th-century American writers[image: External link]

	21st-century American businesspeople[image: External link]

	21st-century American politicians[image: External link]

	21st-century American writers[image: External link]

	American Anglicans[image: External link]

	American corporate directors[image: External link]

	American investment bankers[image: External link]

	American non-fiction writers[image: External link]

	American people of Czech descent[image: External link]

	American people of Croatian descent[image: External link]

	American political writers[image: External link]

	American Protestants[image: External link]

	Businesspeople from Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	Former Roman Catholics[image: External link]

	Fox News people[image: External link]

	Governors of Ohio[image: External link]

	Lehman Brothers people[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Members of the United States House of Representatives from Ohio[image: External link]

	Ohio Republicans[image: External link]

	Ohio State Senators[image: External link]

	Ohio State University alumni[image: External link]

	People from McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	Republican Party members of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]

	Republican Party state governors of the United States[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 2000[image: External link]

	United States presidential candidates, 2016[image: External link]

	Writers from Ohio[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 7 June 2017, at 01:04.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article John Kasich: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Kasich [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=John_Kasich [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Geography

	2 Major cities

	3 History

	4 Demographics

	5 Economy

	6 Transportation

	7 Law and government

	8 Education

	9 Sports

	10 State symbols

	11 See also

	12 Notes

	13 References

	14 External links





Ohio






This article is about the U.S. state of Ohio. For the river, see Ohio River[image: External link]. For other uses, see Ohio (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Ohio i[image: External link]/oU'haI.oU /[image: External link] is a Midwestern state in the Great Lakes region[image: External link] of the United States. Ohio is the 34th largest by area[image: External link], the 7th most populous[image: External link], and the 10th most densely populated[image: External link] of the 50 United States[image: External link]. The state's capital and largest city[image: External link] is Columbus[image: External link].

The state takes its name from the Ohio River[image: External link]. The name originated from the Iroquois[image: External link] word ohi-yo', meaning "great river" or "large creek".[21][22][23] Partitioned from the Northwest Territory[image: External link], the state was admitted to the Union as the 17th state (and the first under the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link]) on March 1, 1803.[10][24] Ohio is historically known as the "Buckeye State" after its Ohio buckeye trees[image: External link], and Ohioans are also known as "Buckeyes".[2]

The government of Ohio is composed of the executive branch, led by the Governor[image: External link]; the legislative branch, which comprises the Ohio General Assembly[image: External link]; and the judicial branch, which is led by the state Supreme Court[image: External link]. Ohio occupies 16 seats in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link].[25] Ohio is known for its status as both a swing state[26] and a bellwether[image: External link][26] in national elections. Six Presidents[image: External link] of the United States have been elected who had Ohio as their home state[image: External link].
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Further information: List of Ohio counties[image: External link], List of cities in Ohio[image: External link], List of villages in Ohio[image: External link], List of Ohio townships[image: External link], Ohio public lands[image: External link], and List of lakes in Ohio[image: External link]


Ohio's geographic location has proven to be an asset for economic growth and expansion. Because Ohio links the Northeast to the Midwest, much cargo and business traffic passes through its borders along its well-developed highways. Ohio has the nation's 10th largest highway network, and is within a one-day drive of 50% of North America's population and 70% of North America's manufacturing capacity.[27] To the north, Lake Erie[image: External link] gives Ohio 312 miles (502 km) of coastline,[28] which allows for numerous cargo ports. Ohio's southern border is defined by the Ohio River[image: External link] (with the border being at the 1792 low-water mark on the north side of the river),[29] and much of the northern border is defined by Lake Erie. Ohio's neighbors are Pennsylvania to the east, Michigan[image: External link] to the northwest, Ontario[image: External link] Canada, to the north, Indiana to the west, Kentucky on the south, and West Virginia[image: External link] on the southeast. Ohio's borders were defined by metes and bounds[image: External link] in the Enabling Act of 1802[image: External link] as follows:


Bounded on the east by the Pennsylvania line, on the south by the Ohio River, to the mouth of the Great Miami River[image: External link], on the west by the line drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami aforesaid, and on the north by an east and west line drawn through the southerly extreme of Lake Michigan[image: External link], running east after intersecting the due north line aforesaid, from the mouth of the Great Miami until it shall intersect Lake Erie or the territorial line, and thence with the same through Lake Erie to the Pennsylvania line aforesaid.



Ohio is bounded by the Ohio River, but nearly all of the river itself belongs to Kentucky and West Virginia. In 1980, the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] held that, based on the wording of the cessation of territory by Virginia[image: External link] (which at that time included what is now Kentucky and West Virginia), the boundary between Ohio and Kentucky (and, by implication, West Virginia) is the northern low-water mark of the river as it existed in 1792.[29] Ohio has only that portion of the river between the river's 1792 low-water mark and the present high-water mark.

The border with Michigan has also changed, as a result of the Toledo War[image: External link], to angle slightly northeast to the north shore of the mouth of the Maumee River.

Much of Ohio features glaciated till plains[image: External link], with an exceptionally flat area in the northwest being known as the Great Black Swamp[image: External link]. This glaciated region in the northwest and central state is bordered to the east and southeast first by a belt known as the glaciated Allegheny Plateau[image: External link], and then by another belt known as the unglaciated Allegheny Plateau[image: External link]. Most of Ohio is of low relief, but the unglaciated Allegheny Plateau features rugged hills and forests[image: External link].

The rugged southeastern quadrant of Ohio, stretching in an outward bow-like arc along the Ohio River from the West Virginia Panhandle[image: External link] to the outskirts of Cincinnati, forms a distinct socio-economic[image: External link] unit. Geologically similar to parts of West Virginia and southwestern Pennsylvania, this area's coal mining legacy, dependence on small pockets of old manufacturing establishments, and distinctive regional dialect set this section off from the rest of the state. In 1965 the United States Congress[image: External link] passed the Appalachian Regional Development Act, at attempt to "address the persistent poverty and growing economic despair of the Appalachian Region."[30] This act defines 29 Ohio counties as part of Appalachia.[31] While 1/3 of Ohio's land mass is part of the federally defined Appalachian region, only 12.8% of Ohioans live there (1.476 million people.)[32]

Significant rivers[image: External link] within the state include the Cuyahoga River[image: External link], Great Miami River[image: External link], Maumee River[image: External link], Muskingum River[image: External link], and Scioto River[image: External link]. The rivers in the northern part of the state drain into the northern Atlantic Ocean via Lake Erie[image: External link] and the St. Lawrence River[image: External link], and the rivers in the southern part of the state drain into the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] via the Ohio River[image: External link] and then the Mississippi[image: External link].

The worst weather disaster in Ohio history occurred along the Great Miami River in 1913. Known as the Great Dayton Flood[image: External link], the entire Miami River[image: External link] watershed flooded, including the downtown business district of Dayton[image: External link]. As a result, the Miami Conservancy District[image: External link] was created as the first major flood plain engineering project in Ohio and the United States.[33]

Grand Lake St. Marys[image: External link] in the west central part of the state was constructed as a supply of water for canals[image: External link] in the canal-building era of 1820–1850. For many years this body of water, over 20 square miles (52 km2), was the largest artificial lake in the world. It should be noted that Ohio's canal-building projects[image: External link] were not the economic fiasco that similar efforts were in other states. Some cities, such as Dayton, owe their industrial emergence to location on canals, and as late as 1910 interior canals carried much of the bulk freight of the state.
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The climate of Ohio is a humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen climate classification[image: External link] Dfa/Dfb) throughout most of the state except in the extreme southern counties of Ohio's Bluegrass region[image: External link] section which are located on the northern periphery of the humid subtropical climate[image: External link] (Cfa) and Upland South[image: External link] region of the United States. Summers are typically hot and humid throughout the state, while winters generally range from cool to cold. Precipitation in Ohio is moderate year-round. Severe weather is not uncommon in the state, although there are typically fewer tornado[image: External link] reports in Ohio than in states located in what is known as the Tornado Alley[image: External link]. Severe lake effect snowstorms[image: External link] are also not uncommon on the southeast shore of Lake Erie[image: External link], which is located in an area designated as the Snowbelt[image: External link].

Although predominantly not in a subtropical climate, some warmer-climate flora and fauna does reach well into Ohio. For instance, a number of trees with more southern ranges, such as the blackjack oak[image: External link], Quercus marilandica, are found at their northernmost in Ohio just north of the Ohio River. Also evidencing this climatic transition from a subtropical[image: External link] to continental climate[image: External link], several plants such as the Southern magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link]), Albizia julibrissin[image: External link] (mimosa), Crape Myrtle[image: External link], and even the occasional Needle Palm[image: External link] are hardy landscape materials regularly used as street, yard, and garden plantings in the Bluegrass region[image: External link] of Ohio; but these same plants will simply not thrive in much of the rest of the State. This interesting change may be observed while traveling through Ohio on Interstate 75[image: External link] from Cincinnati[image: External link] to Toledo[image: External link]; the observant traveler of this diverse state may even catch a glimpse of Cincinnati's common wall lizard[image: External link], one of the few examples of permanent "subtropical" fauna in Ohio.



	Average daily maximum and minimum temperatures for selected cities in Ohio



	Location
	July (°F)
	July (°C)
	January (°F)
	January (°C)



	Columbus[image: External link]
	85/65
	29/18
	36/22
	2/–5



	Cleveland[image: External link]
	82/64
	28/18
	34/21
	1/–5



	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	86/66
	30/19
	39/23
	3/–5



	Toledo[image: External link]
	84/62
	29/17
	32/18
	0/–7



	Akron[image: External link]
	82/62
	28/16
	33/19
	0/–7



	Dayton[image: External link]
	87/67
	31/19
	36/22
	2/–5



	Canton[image: External link]
	82/62
	28/16
	33/19
	1/–7
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The highest recorded temperature was 113  °F[image: External link] (45  °C[image: External link]), near Gallipolis[image: External link] on July 21, 1934.[35] The lowest recorded temperature was −39 °F (−39 °C), at Milligan[image: External link] on February 10, 1899,[36] during the Great Blizzard of 1899[image: External link].[37]
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Although few have registered as noticeable to the average resident, more than 30 earthquakes occurred in Ohio between 2002 and 2007, and more than 200 quakes with a magnitude[image: External link] of 2.0 or higher have occurred since 1776.[38]

The most substantial known earthquake in Ohio history was the Anna[image: External link] (Shelby County) earthquake,[39] which occurred on March 9, 1937. It was centered in western Ohio, and had a magnitude of 5.4, and was of intensity[image: External link] VIII.[40]

Other significant earthquakes in Ohio include:[41] one of magnitude 4.8 near Lima[image: External link] on September 19, 1884;[42] one of magnitude 4.2 near Portsmouth[image: External link] on May 17, 1901;[43] and one of 5.0 in LeRoy Township in Lake County[image: External link] on January 31, 1986, which continued to trigger 13 aftershocks of magnitude 0.5 to 2.4 for two months.[44][45]

The most recent earthquake in Ohio of any appreciable magnitude occurred on December 31, 2011, at 3:05pm EST[image: External link]. It had a magnitude of 4.0, and its epicenter was located approximately 4 kilometres northwest of Youngstown[image: External link] (41°7′19.1994″N 80°41′2.3994″W[image: External link]), near the Trumbull[image: External link]/ Mahoning[image: External link] county border.[46]

The Ohio Seismic Network (OhioSeis), a group of seismograph stations at several colleges, universities, and other institutions, and coordinated by the Division of Geological Survey of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources,[47] maintains an extensive catalog of Ohio earthquakes from 1776 to the present day, as well as earthquakes located in other states whose effects were felt in Ohio.[48]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Major cities




See also: List of cities in Ohio[image: External link]


Columbus[image: External link] (home of The Ohio State University[image: External link], Franklin University[image: External link], Capital University[image: External link], and Ohio Dominican University[image: External link]) is the capital of Ohio, near the geographic center of the state.

Other Ohio cities functioning as centers of United States metropolitan areas[image: External link] include:


	

	
Akron[image: External link] (home of University of Akron[image: External link] and Goodyear Tire and Rubber Company[image: External link])

	
Canton[image: External link] (home of Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link], Malone University[image: External link], and The Timken Company[image: External link])

	
Cincinnati[image: External link] (home of University of Cincinnati[image: External link], Xavier University[image: External link], Cincinnati Museum Center[image: External link], Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra[image: External link], Procter & Gamble[image: External link], Kroger[image: External link], Macy's Inc.[image: External link], and Fifth Third Bank[image: External link])

	
Cleveland[image: External link] (home of Cleveland State University[image: External link], Playhouse Square Center[image: External link], The Cleveland Museum of Art[image: External link], The Cleveland Orchestra[image: External link], Case Western Reserve University[image: External link], The Cleveland Clinic[image: External link], Rock and Roll Hall of Fame[image: External link], Forest City Enterprises[image: External link], and University Hospitals[image: External link])

	
Dayton[image: External link] (home of University of Dayton[image: External link], Dayton Ballet[image: External link], Wright State University[image: External link], Premier Health Partners[image: External link], and National Museum of the United States Air Force[image: External link])

	
Lima[image: External link] (home of University of Northwestern Ohio[image: External link])

	
Mansfield[image: External link] (home of North Central State College[image: External link] and Mansfield Motorsports Park[image: External link])

	
Sandusky[image: External link] (home of Cedar Point[image: External link], and Kalahari Resort and Convention Center[image: External link])

	
Springfield[image: External link] (home of Wittenberg University[image: External link])

	
Steubenville[image: External link] (home of Franciscan University of Steubenville[image: External link])

	
Toledo[image: External link] (home of The University of Toledo[image: External link], The Toledo Museum of Art[image: External link], Owens Corning[image: External link], and Owens-Illinois[image: External link])

	
Youngstown[image: External link] (home of Youngstown State University[image: External link] and Butler Institute of American Art[image: External link]).







Note: The Cincinnati metropolitan area extends into Kentucky and Indiana, the Steubenville metropolitan area extends into West Virginia, and the Youngstown metropolitan area extends into Pennsylvania.

Ohio cities that function as centers of United States micropolitan areas[image: External link] include:


	

	
Ashland[image: External link] (home of Ashland University[image: External link])

	Ashtabula[image: External link]

	
Athens[image: External link] (home of Ohio University[image: External link])

	Bellefontaine[image: External link]

	Bucyrus[image: External link]

	Cambridge[image: External link]

	Celina[image: External link]

	
Chillicothe[image: External link] (home of Ohio University-Chillicothe[image: External link])

	Coshocton[image: External link]

	
Defiance[image: External link] (home of Defiance College[image: External link])

	
Findlay[image: External link] (home of The University of Findlay[image: External link])

	Fremont[image: External link]

	Greenville[image: External link]

	
Marion[image: External link] (home of Marion Popcorn Festival[image: External link])

	
Mount Vernon[image: External link] (home of Mount Vernon Nazarene University[image: External link])

	
New Philadelphia[image: External link]- Dover[image: External link]


	
Norwalk[image: External link] (home of the NHRA[image: External link] venue Summit Motorsports Park[image: External link], headquarters of the International Hot Rod Association[image: External link], and pioneer automobile company Fisher Body[image: External link])

	
Oxford[image: External link] (home of Miami University[image: External link])

	
Portsmouth[image: External link] (home of Shawnee State University[image: External link])

	Salem[image: External link]

	Sidney[image: External link]

	
Tiffin[image: External link] (home of Heidelberg College[image: External link] and Tiffin University[image: External link])

	
Urbana[image: External link] (home of Urbana University[image: External link])

	Van Wert[image: External link]

	
Wapakoneta[image: External link] (birthplace of Apollo 11[image: External link] astronaut[image: External link] Neil Armstrong[image: External link])

	Washington Court House[image: External link]

	
Wilmington[image: External link] (home of Wilmington College[image: External link])

	
Wooster[image: External link] (home of The College of Wooster[image: External link])

	
Zanesville[image: External link] (home of Zane State College[image: External link]).
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Main article: History of Ohio[image: External link]
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Archeological evidence suggests that the Ohio Valley was inhabited by nomadic people[image: External link] as early as 13,000 BC.[50] These early nomads disappeared from Ohio by 1,000 BC, "but their material culture[image: External link] provided a base for those who followed them".[attribution needed[image: External link]][50] Between 1,000 and 800 BC, the sedentary Adena culture[image: External link] emerged. As Ohio historian George W. Knepper notes, this sophisticated culture was "so named because evidences of their culture were excavated in 1902 on the grounds of Adena, Thomas Worthington[image: External link]'s estate located near Chillicothe[image: External link]".[51] The Adena were able to establish "semi-permanent" villages because they domesticated plants, which included squash[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and perhaps corn[image: External link]. Cultivation of these in addition to hunting and gathering supported more settled, complex villages.[51] The most spectacular remnant of the Adena culture is the Great Serpent Mound[image: External link], located in Adams County, Ohio[image: External link].[51]

Around 100 BC, the Adena were joined in Ohio Country by the Hopewell[image: External link] people, who were named for the farm owned by Captain M. C. Hopewell, where evidence of their unique culture was discovered.[52] Like the Adena, the Hopewell people participated in a mound-building culture. Their complex, large and technologically sophisticated earthworks[image: External link] can be found in modern-day Marietta[image: External link], Newark[image: External link], and Circleville[image: External link].[52] The Hopewell, however, disappeared from the Ohio Valley in about 600 AD. Little is known about the people who replaced them.[53] Researchers have identified two additional, distinct prehistoric cultures: the Fort Ancient[image: External link] people and the Whittlesey Focus people.[53] Both cultures apparently disappeared in the 17th century, perhaps decimated by infectious diseases spread in epidemics from early European contact. The Native Americans had no immunity to common European diseases. Some scholars believe that the Fort Ancient people "were ancestors of the historic Shawnee people, or that, at the very least, the historic Shawnees absorbed remnants of these older peoples."[53]

American Indians in the Ohio Valley were greatly affected by the aggressive tactics of the Iroquois Confederation[image: External link], based in central and western New York.[54] After the Beaver Wars[image: External link] in the mid-17th century, the Iroquois claimed much of the Ohio country as hunting and, more importantly, beaver-trapping ground. After the devastation of epidemics and war in the mid-17th century, which largely emptied the Ohio country of indigenous people by the mid-to-late 17th century, the land gradually became repopulated by the mostly Algonquian[image: External link]-speaking descendants of its ancient inhabitants, that is, descendants of the Adena, Hopewell, and Mississippian cultures[image: External link]. Many of these Ohio-country nations were multi-ethnic (sometimes multi-linguistic) societies born out of the earlier devastation brought about by disease, war, and subsequent social instability. They subsisted on agriculture ( corn[image: External link], sunflowers, beans[image: External link], etc.) supplemented by seasonal hunts. By the 18th century, they were part of a larger global economy brought about by European entry into the fur trade[image: External link].[55]

The indigenous nations to inhabit Ohio in the historical period included the Miamis[image: External link] (a large confederation); Wyandots[image: External link] (made up of refugees, especially from the fractured Huron[image: External link] confederacy); Delawares[image: External link] (pushed west from their historic homeland in New Jersey); Shawnees[image: External link] (also pushed west, although they may have been descended from the Fort Ancient people of Ohio); Ottawas[image: External link] (more commonly associated with the upper Great Lakes[image: External link] region); Mingos[image: External link] (like the Wyandot, a group recently formed of refugees from Iroquois); Eries[image: External link] (gradually absorbed into the new, multi-ethnic "republics," namely the Wyandot)[56] Ohio country[image: External link] was also the site of Indian massacres, such as the Yellow Creek Massacre[image: External link], Gnadenhutten[image: External link] and Pontiac's Rebellion school massacre[image: External link].[57]
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 Colonial and Revolutionary eras




During the 18th century, the French[image: External link] set up a system of trading posts[image: External link] to control the fur trade in the region. Beginning in 1754, France and Great Britain[image: External link] fought a war that was known in North America as the French and Indian War[image: External link] and in Europe as the Seven Years' War[image: External link]. As a result of the Treaty of Paris[image: External link], the French ceded control of Ohio and the remainder of the Old Northwest[image: External link] to Great Britain.

Pontiac's Rebellion[image: External link] in the 1760s, however, posed a challenge to British military control.[58] This came to an end with the colonists' victory in the American Revolution[image: External link]. In the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] in 1783, Britain ceded all claims to Ohio country to the United States.
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 Northwest Territory: 1787–1803




The United States created the Northwest Territory[image: External link] under the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787.[59] Slavery was not permitted in the new territory. Settlement began with the founding of Marietta[image: External link] by the Ohio Company of Associates[image: External link], which had been formed by a group of American Revolutionary War veterans. Following the Ohio Company, the Miami Company[image: External link] (also referred to as the "Symmes Purchase[image: External link]") claimed the southwestern section, and the Connecticut Land Company[image: External link] surveyed and settled the Connecticut Western Reserve[image: External link] in present-day Northeast Ohio[image: External link].

The old Northwest Territory originally included areas previously known as Ohio Country[image: External link] and Illinois Country[image: External link]. As Ohio prepared for statehood, the Indiana Territory[image: External link] was created, reducing the Northwest Territory to approximately the size of present-day Ohio plus the eastern half of the Lower Peninsula of Michigan[image: External link] and the eastern tip of the Upper Peninsula[image: External link].

Under the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link], areas of the territory could be defined and admitted as states once their population reached 60,000. Although Ohio's population numbered only 45,000 in December 1801, Congress[image: External link] determined that the population was growing rapidly and Ohio could begin the path to statehood. The assumption was that it would exceed 60,000 residents by the time it was admitted as a state. Furthermore, in regards to the Leni Lenape[image: External link] Native Americans living in the region, Congress decided that 10,000 acres on the Muskingum River[image: External link] in the present state of Ohio would "be set apart and the property thereof be vested in the Moravian Brethren[image: External link] ... or a society of the said Brethren for civilizing the Indians and promoting Christianity".[60]
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 Statehood: 1803–present




On February 19, 1803, U.S. President Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] signed an act of Congress that approved Ohio's boundaries and constitution.[61] However, Congress had never passed a resolution formally admitting Ohio as the 17th state. The current custom of Congress declaring an official date of statehood did not begin until 1812, with Louisiana[image: External link]'s admission as the 18th state. Although no formal resolution of admission was required, when the oversight was discovered in 1953, Ohio congressman George H. Bender[image: External link] introduced a bill in Congress to admit Ohio to the Union retroactive to March 1, 1803, the date on which the Ohio General Assembly[image: External link] first convened.[62] At a special session at the old state capital in Chillicothe[image: External link], the Ohio state legislature approved a new petition for statehood that was delivered to Washington, D.C. on horseback. On August 7, 1953 (the year of Ohio's 150th anniversary), President Eisenhower[image: External link] signed a congressional joint resolution[image: External link] that officially declared March 1, 1803, the date of Ohio's admittance into the Union.[62][63][64]

Ohio has had three capital cities: Chillicothe, Zanesville[image: External link], and Columbus[image: External link]. Chillicothe was the capital from 1803 to 1810. The capital was then moved to Zanesville for two years, as part of a state legislative compromise, in order to get a bill passed. The capital was then moved back to Chillicothe, which was the capital from 1812 to 1816. Finally, the capital was moved to Columbus, in order to have it near the geographic center of the state, where it would be more accessible to most citizens.

Although many Native Americans had migrated west to evade American encroachment, others remained settled in the state, sometimes assimilating in part. Shawnee[image: External link] leader Tecumseh[image: External link] led an American Indian confederacy[image: External link] in Tecumseh's Rebellion[image: External link], from 1811 to 1813. In 1830 under President Andrew Jackson[image: External link], the US government forced Indian Removal[image: External link] of most tribes to the Indian Territory[image: External link] west of the Mississippi River.

In 1835, Ohio fought with Michigan[image: External link] in the Toledo War[image: External link], a mostly bloodless boundary war over the Toledo Strip. Congress intervened, making Michigan's admittance as a state conditional on ending the conflict. In exchange for giving up its claim to the Toledo Strip, Michigan was given the western two-thirds of the Upper Peninsula[image: External link], in addition to the eastern third that was already considered part of the state.

Ohio's central position and its population gave it an important place during the Civil War[image: External link]. The Ohio River was a vital artery for troop and supply movements, as were Ohio's railroads. Ohio contributed more soldiers per-capita than any other state in the Union. In 1862, the state's morale was badly shaken in the aftermath of the battle of Shiloh[image: External link], a costly victory in which Ohio forces suffered 2,000 casualties.[65] Later that year, when Confederate[image: External link] troops under the leadership of Stonewall Jackson[image: External link] threatened Washington, D.C., Ohio governor David Tod[image: External link] still could recruit 5,000 volunteers to provide three months of service.[66] Almost 35,000 Ohioans died in the conflict, and thirty thousand were physically wounded.[67] By the end of the Civil War, the Union's top three generals–Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link], and Philip Sheridan[image: External link]–were all from Ohio.[68][69]

In 1912 a Constitutional Convention was held with Charles B. Galbreath as secretary. The result reflected the concerns of the Progressive Era[image: External link]. It introduced the initiative and the referendum. In addition, it allowed the General Assembly to put questions on the ballot for the people to ratify laws and constitutional amendments[image: External link] originating in the Legislature. Under the Jeffersonian principle that laws should be reviewed once a generation, the constitution provided for a recurring question to appear on Ohio's general election ballots every 20 years. The question asks whether a new convention is required. Although the question has appeared in 1932, 1952, 1972, and 1992, it has never been approved. Instead constitutional amendments have been proposed by petition to the legislature hundreds of times and adopted in a majority of cases.

Eight US Presidents hailed from Ohio at the time of their elections, giving rise to its nickname "Mother of Presidents", a sobriquet it shares with Virginia[image: External link]. It is also termed "Modern Mother of Presidents",[70] in contrast to Virginia's status as the origin of presidents earlier in American history. Seven Presidents were born in Ohio, making it second to Virginia's eight. Virginia-born William Henry Harrison[image: External link] lived most of his life in Ohio and is also buried there. Harrison conducted his political career while living on the family compound, founded by his father-in-law, John Cleves Symmes[image: External link], in North Bend, Ohio[image: External link]. The seven presidents born in Ohio were Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link], James A. Garfield[image: External link], Benjamin Harrison[image: External link] (grandson of William Henry Harrison), William McKinley[image: External link], William Howard Taft[image: External link] and Warren G. Harding[image: External link].
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1800[image: External link]
	45,365
	
	—



	1810[image: External link]
	230,760
	
	408.7%



	1820[image: External link]
	581,434
	
	152.0%



	1830[image: External link]
	937,903
	
	61.3%



	1840[image: External link]
	1,519,467
	
	62.0%



	1850[image: External link]
	1,980,329
	
	30.3%



	1860[image: External link]
	2,339,511
	
	18.1%



	1870[image: External link]
	2,665,260
	
	13.9%



	1880[image: External link]
	3,198,062
	
	20.0%



	1890[image: External link]
	3,672,329
	
	14.8%



	1900[image: External link]
	4,157,545
	
	13.2%



	1910[image: External link]
	4,767,121
	
	14.7%



	1920[image: External link]
	5,759,394
	
	20.8%



	1930[image: External link]
	6,646,697
	
	15.4%



	1940[image: External link]
	6,907,612
	
	3.9%



	1950[image: External link]
	7,946,627
	
	15.0%



	1960[image: External link]
	9,706,397
	
	22.1%



	1970[image: External link]
	10,652,017
	
	9.7%



	1980[image: External link]
	10,797,630
	
	1.4%



	1990[image: External link]
	10,847,115
	
	0.5%



	2000[image: External link]
	11,353,140
	
	4.7%



	2010[image: External link]
	11,536,504
	
	1.6%



	Est. 2016
	11,614,373
	
	0.7%



	Source: 1910–2010[71]

2015 Estimate
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 Population




From just over 45,000 residents in 1800, Ohio's population grew at rates of over 10% per decade (except for the 1940 census) until the 1970 census[image: External link], which recorded just over 10.65 million Ohioans.[72] Growth then slowed for the next four decades.[73] The United States Census Bureau[image: External link] estimates that the population of Ohio was 11,613,423 on July 1, 2015, a 0.67% increase since the 2010 United States Census[image: External link].[6] Ohio's population growth lags that of the entire United States, and Caucasians[image: External link] are found in a greater density than the United States average. As of 2000, Ohio's center of population[image: External link] is located in Morrow County[image: External link],[74] in the county seat[image: External link] of Mount Gilead[image: External link].[75] This is approximately 6,346 feet (1,934 m) south and west of Ohio's population center in 1990.[74]

As of 2011, 27.6% of Ohio's children under the age of 1 belonged to minority groups.[76]

6.2% of Ohio's population is under 5 years of age, 23.7 percent under 18 years of age, and 14.1 percent were 65 or older. Females made up approximately 51.2 percent of the population.
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 Ancestry




According to the 2010 United States Census[image: External link], the racial composition of Ohio was the following:[77][78]


	
White American[image: External link]: 82.7% (Non-Hispanic Whites[image: External link]: 81.1%)

	
Black or African American[image: External link]: 12.2%

	
Native American[image: External link]: 0.2%

	
Asian[image: External link]: 1.7% (0.6% Indian, 0.4% Chinese, 0.1% Filipino, 0.1% Korean, 0.1% Vietnamese, 0.1% Japanese)


	
Pacific Islander[image: External link]: 0.03%

	
Two or more races[image: External link]: 2.1%

	Some other race: 1.1%

	
Hispanic or Latinos[image: External link] (of any race) make up 3.1% (1.5% Mexican, 0.8% Puerto Rican, 0.1% Guatemalan, 0.1% Cuban)






	Ohio Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1990[79]
	2000[80]
	2010[81]



	White[image: External link]
	87.8%
	85.0%
	82.7%



	African American[image: External link]
	10.6%
	11.5%
	12.2%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.8%
	1.2%
	1.7%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.2%
	0.2%
	0.2%



	Native Hawaiian[image: External link] and

other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	–
	–
	–



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.5%
	0.8%
	1.1%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	1.4%
	2.1%




In 2010, there were 469,700 foreign-born residents in Ohio, corresponding to 4.1% of the total population. Of these, 229,049 (2.0%) were naturalized US citizens[image: External link] and 240,699 (2.1%) were not.[1] The largest groups were:[82] Mexico[image: External link] (54,166), India[image: External link] (50,256), China[image: External link] (34,901), Germany[image: External link] (19,219), Philippines[image: External link] (16,410), United Kingdom[image: External link] (15,917), Canada[image: External link] (14,223), Russia[image: External link] (11,763), South Korea[image: External link] (11,307), and Ukraine[image: External link] (10,681). Though, predominantly white, Ohio has large black populations in all major metropolitan areas throughout the state, Ohio has a significant Hispanic population made up of Mexicans in Toledo and Columbus, and Puerto Ricans in Cleveland and Columbus, and also has a significant and diverse Asian population in Columbus.

The largest ancestry groups (which the Census defines as not including racial terms) in the state are:[1][83]


	26.5% German[image: External link]


	14.1% Irish[image: External link]


	9.0% English[image: External link]


	6.4% Italian[image: External link]


	3.8% Polish[image: External link]


	2.5% French[image: External link]


	1.9% Scottish[image: External link]


	1.7% Hungarian[image: External link]


	1.6% Dutch[image: External link]


	1.5% Mexican[image: External link]


	1.2% Slovak[image: External link]


	1.1% Welsh[image: External link]


	1.1% Scotch-Irish[image: External link]




Ancestries claimed by less than 1% of the population include Sub-Saharan African[image: External link], Puerto Rican[image: External link], Swiss[image: External link], Swedish[image: External link], Arab[image: External link], Greek[image: External link], Norwegian[image: External link], Romanian[image: External link], Austrian[image: External link], Lithuanian[image: External link], Finnish[image: External link], West Indian[image: External link], Portuguese[image: External link] and Slovene[image: External link].
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 Birth data




Note: Births in table don't add up, because Hispanics are counted both by their ethnicity and by their race, giving a higher overall number.



	Live Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother



	Race[image: External link]
	2013[84]
	2014[85]
	2015[86]



	White[image: External link]
	109,749 (79.0%)
	110,003 (78.9%)
	109,566 (78.7%)



	> Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	104,059 (74.9%)
	104,102 (74.6%)
	103,586 (74.4%)



	Black
	24,952 (18.0%)
	24,931 (17.9%)
	25,078 (18.0%)



	Asian[image: External link]
	3,915 (2.8%)
	4,232 (3.0%)
	4,367 (3.1%)



	Native[image: External link]
	320 (0.2%)
	301 (0.2%)
	253 (0.2%)



	Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	6,504 (4.7%)
	6,884 (4.9%)
	6,974 (5.0%)



	Total Ohio
	138,936 (100%)
	139,467 (100%)
	139,264 (100%)
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 Languages




About 6.7% of the population age 5 years and over reported speaking a language other than English, with 2.2% of the population speaking Spanish, 2.6% speaking other Indo-European languages, 1.1% speaking Asian and Austronesian languages, and 0.8% speaking other languages.[1] Numerically: 10,100,586 spoke English[image: External link], 239,229 Spanish[image: External link], 55,970 German[image: External link], 38,990 Chinese[image: External link], 33,125 Arabic[image: External link], and 32,019 French[image: External link]. In addition 59,881 spoke a Slavic language[image: External link] and 42,673 spoke another West Germanic language[image: External link] according to the 2010 Census.[87] Ohio also had the nation's largest population of Slovene speakers[image: External link], second largest of Slovak speakers[image: External link], second largest of Pennsylvania Dutch (German) speakers[image: External link], and the third largest of Serbian speakers[image: External link].[88]
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 Religion




According to a Pew Forum[image: External link] poll, as of 2008, 76% of Ohioans identified as Christian.[89] Specifically, 26% of Ohio's population identified as Evangelical Protestant[image: External link], 22% as Mainline Protestant[image: External link], and 21% as Roman Catholic.[89] 17% of the population is unaffiliated with any religious body.[89] 1.3% (148,380) were Jewish[image: External link].[90] There are also small minorities of Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link] (1%), Muslims[image: External link] (1%), Hindus[image: External link] (<0.5%), Buddhists[image: External link] (<0.5%), Mormons[image: External link] (<0.5%), and other faiths (1-1.5%).[89]

According to the Association of Religion Data Archives[image: External link] (ARDA), in 2010 the largest denominations by adherents were the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] with 1,992,567; the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with 496,232; the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America[image: External link] with 223,253, the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] with 171,000, the Christian Churches and Churches of Christ with 141,311, the United Church of Christ[image: External link] with 118,000, and the Presbyterian Church (USA)[image: External link] with 110,000.[91] With about 70,000 people in 2015 Ohio had the largest Amish population of all states of the US[image: External link].[92]

According to the same data, a majority of Ohioans, 55%, feel that religion is "very important," 30% say that it is "somewhat important," and 15% responded that religion is "not too important/not important at all."[89] 36% of Ohioans indicate that they attend religious services at least once weekly, 35% attend occasionally, and 27% seldom or never participate in religious services.[89]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of Ohio[image: External link]


See also: Ohio locations by per capita income[image: External link]


In 2010, Ohio was ranked No. 2 in the country for best business climate by Site Selection magazine, based on a business-activity database.[93] The state has also won three consecutive Governor's Cup awards from the magazine, based on business growth and developments.[94] As of 2010, Ohio's gross domestic product (GDP) was $478 billion.[95][96] This ranks Ohio's economy as the seventh-largest of all fifty states and the District of Columbia[image: External link].[96]

The Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council ranked the state No. 10 for best business-friendly tax systems in their Business Tax Index 2009, including a top corporate tax and capital gains rate that were both ranked No. 6 at 1.9%.[97] Ohio was ranked No. 11 by the council for best friendly-policy states according to their Small Business Survival Index 2009.[98] The Directorship's Boardroom Guide ranked the state No. 13 overall for best business climate, including No. 7 for best litigation climate.[99] Forbes ranked the state No. 8 for best regulatory environment in 2009.[100] Ohio has 5 of the top 115 colleges in the nation, according to U.S. News and World Report[image: External link]'s 2010 rankings,[101] and was ranked No. 8 by the same magazine in 2008 for best high schools.[102]

Ohio's unemployment rate[image: External link] stands at 5.2% as of April 2015,[103] down from 10.7% in May 2010.[104][105] The state still lacks 45,000 jobs compared to the pre recession[image: External link] numbers of 2007.[103] The labor force participation as of April 2015 is 63%, slightly above the national average.[103] Ohio's per capita income stands at $34,874.[96][106] As of 2007, Ohio's median household income[image: External link] is $46,645,[107] and 13.1% of the population is below the poverty line,[108] slightly above the national rate of 13%.[108]

The manufacturing[image: External link] and financial activities[image: External link] sectors each compose 18.3% of Ohio's GDP, making them Ohio's largest industries by percentage of GDP.[96] Ohio has the largest bioscience sector in the Midwest, and is a national leader in the "green" economy. Ohio is the largest producer in the country of plastics, rubber, fabricated metals, electrical equipment, and appliances.[109] 5,212,000 Ohioans are currently employed by wage or salary.[96]

By employment, Ohio's largest sector is trade/transportation/utilities, which employs 1,010,000 Ohioans, or 19.4% of Ohio's workforce, while the health care[image: External link] and education sector employs 825,000 Ohioans (15.8%).[96] Government employs 787,000 Ohioans (15.1%), manufacturing employs 669,000 Ohioans (12.9%), and professional and technical services employs 638,000 Ohioans (12.2%).[96] Ohio's manufacturing sector is the third-largest of all fifty United States states in terms of gross domestic product.[96] Fifty-nine of the United States' top 1,000 publicly traded companies (by revenue in 2008) are headquartered in Ohio, including Procter & Gamble[image: External link], Goodyear Tire & Rubber[image: External link], AK Steel[image: External link], Timken[image: External link], Abercrombie & Fitch[image: External link], and Wendy's[image: External link].[110]

Ohio is also one of 41 states with its own lottery,[111] the Ohio Lottery[image: External link].[112] The Ohio Lottery has contributed over $15.5 billion to public education in its 34-year history.[113]
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 Transportation
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 Ground travel




Many major east-west transportation corridors go through Ohio. One of those pioneer routes, known in the early 20th century as "Main Market Route 3", was chosen in 1913 to become part of the historic Lincoln Highway[image: External link] which was the first road across America, connecting New York City to San Francisco. In Ohio, the Lincoln Highway linked many towns and cities together, including Canton[image: External link], Mansfield[image: External link], Wooster[image: External link], Lima[image: External link], and Van Wert[image: External link]. The arrival of the Lincoln Highway to Ohio was a major influence on the development of the state. Upon the advent of the federal numbered highway system in 1926, the Lincoln Highway through Ohio became U.S. Route 30[image: External link].

Ohio also is home to 228 miles (367 km) of the Historic National Road[image: External link], now U.S. Route 40[image: External link].

Ohio has a highly developed network of roads and interstate highways. Major east-west through routes include the Ohio Turnpike[image: External link] ( I-80[image: External link]/ I-90[image: External link]) in the north, I-76[image: External link] through Akron[image: External link] to Pennsylvania, I-70[image: External link] through Columbus[image: External link] and Dayton[image: External link], and the Appalachian Highway[image: External link] (State Route 32[image: External link]) running from West Virginia[image: External link] to Cincinnati[image: External link]. Major north-south routes include I-75[image: External link] in the west through Toledo[image: External link], Dayton, and Cincinnati, I-71[image: External link] through the middle of the state from Cleveland through Columbus and Cincinnati into Kentucky, and I-77[image: External link] in the eastern part of the state from Cleveland through Akron, Canton[image: External link], New Philadelphia[image: External link] and Marietta[image: External link] down into West Virginia. Interstate 75 between Cincinnati and Dayton is one of the heaviest traveled sections of interstate in Ohio.

Ohio also has a highly developed network of signed state bicycle routes. Many of them follow rail trails[image: External link], with conversion ongoing. The Ohio to Erie Trail[image: External link] (route 1) connects Cincinnati, Columbus, and Cleveland. U.S. Bicycle Route 50[image: External link] traverses Ohio from Steubenville[image: External link] to the Indiana state line outside Richmond[image: External link].[114]
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 Air travel




See also: List of airports in Ohio[image: External link]


Ohio has 5 international airports, 4 commercial and 2 military. The 5 international includes Cleveland Hopkins International Airport[image: External link], Port Columbus International Airport[image: External link], and Dayton International Airport[image: External link], Ohio's third largest airport. Akron Fulton International Airport[image: External link] handles cargo and for private use. Rickenbacker International Airport[image: External link] is one of two military airfields which is also home to the 7th largest FedEx building in America.[citation needed[image: External link]] The other military airfield is Wright Patterson Air Force Base[image: External link] which is one of the largest Air Force bases in the United States. Other major airports are located in Toledo[image: External link] and Akron[image: External link].

Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky International Airport[image: External link] is in Hebron, Kentucky[image: External link] and therefore is not listed above.
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 Transportation lists





	List of Ohio state highways[image: External link]

	List of Ohio train stations[image: External link]

	List of Ohio railroads[image: External link]

	List of Ohio rivers[image: External link]

	Historic Ohio Canals[image: External link]
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 Law and government




Main article: Government of Ohio[image: External link]


The state government of Ohio consists of the executive,[115] judicial,[116] and legislative[117] branches.
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 Executive branch




The executive branch is headed by the Governor of Ohio[image: External link].[115] The current governor is John Kasich,[12] a Republican[image: External link] elected in 2010. A lieutenant governor[image: External link] succeeds the governor in the event of any removal from office,[118] and performs any duties assigned by the governor.[119] The current lieutenant governor is Mary Taylor[image: External link]. The other elected constitutional offices in the executive branch are the secretary of state[image: External link] (Jon A. Husted[image: External link]), auditor[image: External link] (Dave Yost[image: External link]), treasurer[image: External link] (Josh Mandel[image: External link]), and attorney general[image: External link] (Mike DeWine[image: External link]).[115]
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 Judicial branch




There are three levels of the Ohio state judiciary[image: External link]. The lowest level is the court of common pleas: each county maintains its own constitutionally mandated court of common pleas, which maintain jurisdiction over "all justiciable matters".[120] The intermediate-level court system is the district court system.[121] Twelve courts of appeals exist, each retaining jurisdiction over appeals from common pleas, municipal, and county courts in a set geographical area.[120] A case heard in this system is decided by a three-judge panel, and each judge is elected.[120]

The highest-ranking court, the Ohio Supreme Court[image: External link], is Ohio's "court of last resort".[122] A seven-justice panel composes the court, which, by its own discretion[image: External link], hears appeals from the courts of appeals, and retains original jurisdiction over limited matters.[123]
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 Legislative branch




The Ohio General Assembly[image: External link] is a bicameral[image: External link] legislature consisting of the Senate[image: External link] and House of Representatives[image: External link].[124] The Senate is composed of 33 districts, each of which is represented by one senator. Each senator represents approximately 330,000 constituents[image: External link].[125] The House of Representatives is composed of 99 members.[126]
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 National politics




See also: Politics of Ohio[image: External link], Political party strength in Ohio[image: External link], Ohio Democratic Party[image: External link], and Ohio Republican Party[image: External link]




	Presidential elections results



	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	
51.69% 2,841,005

	43.56% 2,394,164




	2012[image: External link]
	47.60% 2,661,437

	
50.58% 2,827,709




	2008[image: External link]
	46.80% 2,677,820

	
51.38% 2,940,044




	2004[image: External link]
	
50.81% 2,859,768

	48.71% 2,741,167




	2000[image: External link]
	
49.97% 2,351,209

	46.46% 2,186,190




	1996[image: External link]
	41.02% 1,859,883

	
47.38% 2,148,222




	1992[image: External link]
	38.35% 1,894,310

	
40.18% 1,984,942




	1988[image: External link]
	
55.00% 2,416,549

	44.15% 1,939,629




	1984[image: External link]
	
58.90% 2,678,560

	40.14% 1,825,440




	1980[image: External link]
	
51.51% 2,206,545

	40.91% 1,752,414




	1976[image: External link]
	48.65% 2,000,505

	
48.92% 2,011,621




	1972[image: External link]
	
59.63% 2,441,827

	38.07% 1,558,889




	1968[image: External link]
	
45.23% 1,791,014

	42.95% 1,700,586




	1964[image: External link]
	37.06% 1,470,865

	
62.94% 2,498,331




	1960[image: External link]
	
53.28% 2,217,611

	46.72% 1,944,248





Ohio, nicknamed the "Mother of Presidents," has sent seven of its native sons (Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link], James A. Garfield[image: External link], Benjamin Harrison[image: External link], William McKinley[image: External link], William Howard Taft[image: External link], and Warren G. Harding[image: External link]) to the White House.[128] All seven were Republicans[image: External link]. Virginia[image: External link] native William Henry Harrison[image: External link], a Whig[image: External link], resided in Ohio.[128] Historian R. Douglas Hurt asserts that not since Virginia "had a state made such a mark on national political affairs".[129] The Economist[image: External link] notes that "This slice of the mid-west contains a bit of everything American — part north-eastern and part southern, part urban and part rural, part hardscrabble poverty and part booming suburb",[130] Ohio is the only state that has voted for the winning Presidential candidate in each election since 1964[image: External link], and in 33 of the 37 held since the Civil War[image: External link]. No Republican has ever won the presidency without winning Ohio.

As of 2008, Ohio's voter demographic leans towards the Democratic Party[image: External link].[131] An estimated 2,408,178 Ohioans are registered to vote as Democrats, while 1,471,465 Ohioans are registered to vote as Republicans[image: External link].[131][dead link[image: External link]] These are changes from 2004 of 72% and 32%, respectively, and Democrats have registered over 1,000,000 new Ohioans since 2004.[131][dead link[image: External link]] Unaffiliated voters[image: External link] have an attrition[image: External link] of 15% since 2004, losing an estimated 718,000 of their kind.[131][dead link[image: External link]] The total now rests at 4,057,518 Ohioans.[131][dead link[image: External link]] In total, there are 7,937,161 Ohioans registered to vote.[131][dead link[image: External link]] In United States presidential election of 2008[image: External link], then-Senator Barack Obama of Illinois[image: External link] won 51.50% of Ohio's popular vote, 4.59 percentage points more than his nearest rival, Senator John McCain of Arizona (with 46.91% of the popular vote).[132] However, Obama won only 22 of Ohio's 88 counties[image: External link].[133] Since 2010, the Republicans have largely controlled Ohio state politics, including a super-majority in the state's House, a majority in the state Senate, the Governorship, etc.[134] As of 2014, the state Senate is 1 Republican away from a super-majority.[134]

Following the 2000 census[image: External link], Ohio lost one congressional district[image: External link] in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link], which leaves Ohio with 18 districts, and consequently, 18 representatives. The state lost two more seats following the 2010 Census, leaving it with 16 votes for the next 3 presidential elections in 2012, 2016 and 2020.[135] The 2008 elections[image: External link], Democrats gained three seats in Ohio's delegation to the House of Representatives.[136] This leaves eight Republican-controlled seats in the Ohio delegation.[137] Ohio's U.S. Senators in the 112th Congress[image: External link] are Republican Rob Portman[image: External link] and Democrat Sherrod Brown[image: External link].[138] Marcy Kaptur[image: External link] (D- 9[image: External link]) is the dean, or most senior member, of the Ohio delegation to the United States House of Representatives.[139]
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 Education




Ohio's system of public education[image: External link] is outlined in Article VI of the state constitution[image: External link], and in Title XXXIII of the Ohio Revised Code[image: External link]. Ohio University[image: External link], the first university in the Northwest Territory[image: External link], was also the first public institution in Ohio. Substantively, Ohio's system is similar to those found in other states[image: External link]. At the State level, the Ohio Department of Education, which is overseen by the Ohio State Board of Education[image: External link], governs primary and secondary educational institutions. At the municipal level, there are approximately 700 school districts statewide. The Ohio Board of Regents[image: External link] coordinates and assists with Ohio's institutions of higher education which have recently been reorganized into the University System of Ohio[image: External link] under Governor Strickland. The system averages an annual enrollment of over 400,000 students, making it one of the five largest state university systems in the U.S.
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 Colleges and universities




Main article: List of colleges and universities in Ohio[image: External link]



	13 state universities

	
Bowling Green State University[image: External link] (Bowling Green[image: External link])

	
Central State University[image: External link] ( Wilberforce[image: External link])

	
Cleveland State University[image: External link] (Cleveland)

	
Kent State University[image: External link] ( Kent[image: External link])

	
Miami University[image: External link] ( Oxford[image: External link])

	
The Ohio State University[image: External link] ( Columbus[image: External link])

	
Ohio University[image: External link] ( Athens[image: External link])

	
Shawnee State University[image: External link] ( Portsmouth[image: External link])

	
University of Akron[image: External link] ( Akron[image: External link])

	
University of Cincinnati[image: External link] ( Cincinnati[image: External link])

	
University of Toledo[image: External link] ( Toledo[image: External link])

	
Wright State University[image: External link] ( Dayton[image: External link]/ Fairborn[image: External link])

	
Youngstown State University[image: External link] ( Youngstown[image: External link])





	24 state university branch and regional campuses

	46 private colleges and universities

	6 free-standing state-assisted medical schools[image: External link]

	
Boonshoft School of Medicine[image: External link] (formerly known as The Wright State University School of Medicine)

	
Heritage College of Osteopathic Medicine[image: External link], Ohio University

	Northeast Ohio Medical University[image: External link]

	The Ohio State University College of Medicine and Public Health[image: External link]

	University of Cincinnati College of Medicine[image: External link]

	
University of Toledo College of Medicine[image: External link] (formerly Medical University of Ohio)





	15 community colleges

	8 technical colleges

	24 independent non-profit colleges
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 Libraries




Ohio is home to some of the nation's highest-ranked public libraries.[140] The 2008 study by Thomas J. Hennen Jr.[image: External link] ranked Ohio as number one in a state-by-state comparison.[141] For 2008, 31 of Ohio's library systems were all ranked in the top ten for American cities of their population category.[140]


	500,000 books or more

	
Columbus Metropolitan Library[image: External link] (First)

	
Cuyahoga County Public Library[image: External link] (Second)

	
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County[image: External link] (Tenth)







The Ohio Public Library Information Network (OPLIN)[image: External link] is an organization that provides Ohio residents with internet access to their 251 public libraries. OPLIN also provides Ohioans with free home access to high-quality, subscription research databases.

Ohio also offers the OhioLINK[image: External link] program, allowing Ohio's libraries (particularly those from colleges and universities) access to materials for the other libraries. The program is largely successful in allowing researchers for access to books and other media that might not be otherwise available.
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 Sports




Main article: Sport in Ohio[image: External link]
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 Professional sports leagues




Ohio is home to major professional sports teams in baseball, basketball, football[image: External link], hockey[image: External link], lacrosse and soccer. The state's major professional sporting teams include: Cincinnati Reds[image: External link] (Major League Baseball),[142] Ohio Machine[image: External link] (Major League Lacrosse), Cleveland Indians[image: External link] (Major League Baseball),[143] Cincinnati Bengals[image: External link] (National Football League),[144] Cleveland Browns[image: External link] (National Football League),[144] Cleveland Cavaliers[image: External link] (National Basketball Association),[145] Columbus Blue Jackets[image: External link] (National Hockey League),[146] and the Columbus Crew[image: External link] (Major League Soccer).[147]

Ohio played a central role in the development of both Major League Baseball and the National Football League. Baseball's first fully professional team, the Cincinnati Red Stockings[image: External link] of 1869, were organized in Ohio.[148] An informal early 20th century American football association, the Ohio League[image: External link], was the direct predecessor of the NFL, although neither of Ohio's modern NFL franchises trace their roots to an Ohio League club. The Pro Football Hall of Fame[image: External link] is located in Canton[image: External link].

On a smaller scale, Ohio hosts minor league baseball[image: External link], arena football[image: External link], indoor football[image: External link], mid-level hockey, and lower division soccer.
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 Individual sports




The Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course[image: External link] has hosted several auto racing championships, including CART World Series[image: External link], IndyCar Series[image: External link], NASCAR[image: External link] Nationwide Series[image: External link], Can-Am[image: External link], Formula 5000[image: External link], IMSA GT Championship[image: External link], American Le Mans Series[image: External link] and Rolex Sports Car Series[image: External link]. The Grand Prix of Cleveland[image: External link] also hosted CART races from 1982 to 2007. The Eldora Speedway[image: External link] is a major dirt oval that hosts NASCAR Camping World Truck Series[image: External link], World of Outlaws[image: External link] Sprint Cars and USAC Silver Crown Series[image: External link] races.

Ohio hosts two PGA Tour[image: External link] events, the WGC-Bridgestone Invitational[image: External link] and Memorial Tournament[image: External link]. The Cincinnati Masters[image: External link] is an ATP World Tour Masters 1000[image: External link] and WTA Premier 5[image: External link] tennis tournament.
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 College football (NCAA DI-A)




Ohio has eight NCAA Division I FBS[image: External link] college football teams, divided among three different conferences[image: External link]. It has also experienced considerable success in the secondary and tertiary tiers of college football divisions.

In Division I-A, representing the Big Ten[image: External link], the Ohio State Buckeyes football[image: External link] team ranks 5th among all-time winningest programs,[citation needed[image: External link]] with seven national championships and seven Heisman Trophy[image: External link] winners. Their biggest rivals are the Michigan Wolverines, whom they traditionally play each year as the last game of their regular season schedule.

Ohio has six teams represented in the Mid-American Conference[image: External link]: the University of Akron[image: External link], Bowling Green[image: External link], Kent State[image: External link], Miami University[image: External link], Ohio University[image: External link] and the University of Toledo[image: External link]. The MAC headquarters are based in Cleveland. The University of Cincinnati Bearcats[image: External link] represent Ohio in the American Athletic Conference[image: External link].
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 State symbols




Main article: List of Ohio state symbols[image: External link]


See also: Lists of U.S. state insignia[image: External link]


Ohio's state symbols:


	State capital: Columbus[image: External link][4] (1816)[149]


	State herb capital: Gahanna[image: External link] (1972)[150]
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 See also





	
Outline of Ohio[image: External link] – organized list of topics about Ohio

	Index of Ohio-related articles[image: External link]

	
Melrose[image: External link] – the official State apple of Ohio
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This article is about the politician. For the football player who went by the same name, see Milton Romney[image: External link].
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Willard Mitt Romney (born March 12, 1947) is an American businessman and politician who served as the 70th Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] from 2003 to 2007 and the Republican Party[image: External link]'s nominee for President of the United States in the 2012 election[image: External link].

Raised in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan[image: External link], by his parents George[image: External link] and Lenore Romney[image: External link], he spent 2½ years in France as a Mormon missionary[image: External link], starting in 1966. He married Ann Davies[image: External link] in 1969, and they have five sons. By 1971, he had participated in the political campaigns of both parents. He earned a BA[image: External link] at Brigham Young University[image: External link] in 1971 and a joint JD–MBA[image: External link] at Harvard University[image: External link] in 1975.

Romney entered the management consulting[image: External link] industry, and in 1977 secured a position at Bain & Company[image: External link]. Later serving as Bain's chief executive officer[image: External link] (CEO), he helped lead the company out of a financial crisis. In 1984, he co-founded and led the spin-off company Bain Capital[image: External link], a highly profitable private equity[image: External link] investment firm that became one of the largest of its kind[image: External link] in the nation. Active in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] (LDS Church), he served during his business career as the bishop of his ward[image: External link] (head of his local congregation) and then stake president[image: External link] in his home area near Boston.

After stepping down from Bain Capital and his local leadership role in the LDS Church, Romney ran as the Republican candidate in the 1994 Massachusetts election for U.S. Senate[image: External link]. Upon losing to longtime incumbent Ted Kennedy[image: External link], he resumed his position at Bain Capital. Years later, a successful stint as President and CEO of the Salt Lake Organizing Committee[image: External link] for the 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link] led to a relaunch of his political career.

Elected Governor of Massachusetts in 2002[image: External link], Romney helped develop and enact into law the Massachusetts health care reform[image: External link] legislation, the first of its kind in the nation, which provided near-universal health insurance access through state-level subsidies and individual mandates to purchase insurance[image: External link]. He also presided over the elimination of a projected $1.2–1.5 billion deficit through a combination of spending cuts, increased fees, and the closure of corporate tax loopholes[image: External link]. He did not seek re-election in 2006, instead focusing on his campaign for the Republican nomination in the 2008 U.S. presidential election. He won several primaries and caucuses; however, he lost to the eventual nominee, Senator John McCain. His considerable net worth, estimated in 2012 at $190–250 million, helped finance his political campaigns prior to 2012.

Following his term as Governor of Massachusetts in 2007, Romney was the Republican Party's[image: External link] nominee for President of the United States in the 2012 election[image: External link]. He won the 2012 Republican presidential nomination[image: External link], becoming the first Mormon to be a major party[image: External link] presidential nominee. He was defeated by incumbent Democratic[image: External link] President Barack Obama in the November 2012 general election[image: External link], losing by 332–206 electoral college votes[image: External link]. The popular vote margin was 51–47 percent in Obama's favor. Following the election, he initially kept a low profile, and later became more visible politically.
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See also: Romney family[image: External link]


Willard Mitt Romney[3] was born on March 12, 1947, at Harper University Hospital[image: External link] in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan,[4] one of four children born to automobile executive George W. Romney[image: External link] (1907–1995) and homemaker Lenore Romney[image: External link] (née LaFount; 1908–1998).[5] His mother was a native of Logan, Utah[image: External link], and his father was born to American parents in a Mormon colony[image: External link] in Chihuahua[image: External link], Mexico.[6][7] Of primarily English descent, he also has Scottish and German ancestry.[8][9][10] A fifth-generation member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints[image: External link] (LDS Church), he is a great grandson of Miles Park Romney[image: External link] and a great-great-grandson of Miles Romney[image: External link], who converted to the faith in its first decade. Another great-great-grandfather, Parley P. Pratt[image: External link], helped lead the early Church[image: External link].[11][12]

Romney has three elder siblings; Margo, Jane, and Scott[image: External link] (Mitt followed them after a gap of nearly six years).[13] His parents named him after a family friend, businessman J. Willard Marriott[image: External link], and his father's cousin, Milton "Mitt" Romney[image: External link], a former quarterback for the Chicago Bears[image: External link].[14] Romney was referred to as "Billy" until kindergarten, when he indicated a preference for "Mitt".[15] In 1953, the family moved from Detroit to the affluent suburb of Bloomfield Hills[image: External link].[16] His father became the chairman and CEO of American Motors[image: External link] the following year, soon helping the company avoid bankruptcy and return to profitability.[16] By 1959, his father had become a nationally known figure in print and on television,[17] and Mitt idolized him.[18]

Romney attended public elementary schools[image: External link] until the seventh grade, when he enrolled as one of only a few Mormon students at Cranbrook School[image: External link], a traditional private boys' preparatory school[image: External link].[15][19] Many students there came from backgrounds even more privileged than his.[20] Not particularly athletic, he also did not distinguish himself academically.[18] He participated in his father's successful 1962 Michigan gubernatorial campaign[image: External link],[21] and later worked for him as an intern in the Governor's office.[18][22] Romney took up residence at Cranbrook when his newly elected father began spending most of his time at the state capitol[image: External link].[19]

At Cranbrook, Romney helped manage the ice hockey team, and he joined the pep squad[image: External link].[19] During his senior year, he joined the cross country running[image: External link] team.[15] He belonged to eleven school organizations and school clubs[image: External link] overall, including the Blue Key Club, a booster group[image: External link] he had started.[19] During his final year there, he improved academically but fell short of excellence.[18][20] Romney became involved in several pranks while attending Cranbrook. He has since apologized, stating that some of the pranks may have gone too far.[nb 1] In March of his senior year, he began dating Ann Davies[image: External link]; she attended the private Kingswood School[image: External link], the sister school to Cranbrook.[20][27] The two became informally engaged around the time of his June 1965 graduation.[18][23]
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Romney attended Stanford University[image: External link] during the academic year of 1965–66.[18] He was not part of the counterculture of the 1960s[image: External link] then taking form in the San Francisco Bay Area[image: External link].[18] As opposition to United States involvement in the Vietnam War[image: External link] grew, a group staged a May 1966 sit-in[image: External link] at the university administration building to demonstrate against draft status tests; Romney joined a counter-protest against that group.[18][28] He continued to enjoy occasional pranks.[nb 2]

In July 1966, he left the U.S. for a thirty-month stay in France as a Mormon missionary[image: External link],[18][31] a traditional rite of passage in his family.[nb 3] He arrived in Le Havre[image: External link], where he shared cramped quarters under meager conditions.[11][33] Rules against drinking, smoking, and dating were strictly enforced.[11] Most individual Mormon missionaries do not gain many converts[nb 4] and Romney was no exception:[33] he later estimated ten to twenty for his entire mission.[38][nb 5] He initially became demoralized and later recalled it as the only time when "most of what I was trying to do was rejected."[33] He soon gained recognition within the mission for the many homes he called on and the repeat visits he was granted.[11] He was promoted to zone leader in Bordeaux[image: External link] in early 1968, and soon thereafter became assistant to the mission president in Paris.[11][33][40] Residing at the Mission Home for several months, he enjoyed a mansion far more comfortable than the lodgings he had elsewhere in the country.[40] When the French expressed opposition to the U.S. role in the Vietnam War[image: External link], Romney debated them in return, and his views were reinforced by those who yelled and slammed their doors.[11][33]

In June 1968, an automobile he was driving in southern France was hit by another vehicle, seriously injuring him and killing one of his passengers, the wife of the mission president.[nb 6] Romney was not at fault in the accident.[nb 6] He became co-president of a mission that had become demoralized and disorganized after the May 1968 general strike and student uprisings[image: External link] and the car accident.[41] With Romney rallying the others, the mission met a goal of 200 baptisms for the year, the most for them in a decade.[41] By the end of his stint in December 1968, he was overseeing the work of 175 others.[33][42] As a result of his stay, Romney developed a lifelong affection for France and its people, and has remained fluent in French.[44]

At their first meeting following his return, Romney and Ann Davies reconnected and decided to get married.[45] Romney began attending Brigham Young University[image: External link] (BYU), where she had been studying.[46] The couple married on March 21, 1969, in a civil ceremony in Bloomfield Hills.[47][48] The following day, they flew to Utah for a Mormon wedding ceremony at the Salt Lake Temple[image: External link] (Ann had converted to the faith[image: External link] while he was away).[47][48]

Mitt had missed much of the tumultuous American anti-Vietnam War movement[image: External link] while away in France. Upon his return, it surprised him to learn that his father had joined the movement during his unsuccessful 1968 presidential campaign[image: External link].[33] George was now serving in President Richard Nixon's cabinet[image: External link] as United States Secretary of Housing and Urban Development[image: External link]. In a June 1970 newspaper profile of children of cabinet members, Mitt said that U.S. involvement in the war had been misguided – "If it wasn't a political blunder to move into Vietnam, I don't know what is" – but supported Nixon's ongoing Cambodian Incursion[image: External link] as a sincere attempt to bring the war to a conclusion.[49] During the U.S. military draft[image: External link] for the Vietnam War, Romney sought and received two 2-S student deferments[image: External link], then a 4-D ministerial deferment[image: External link] while living in France as a Mormon missionary. He later sought and received two additional student deferments.[28][50] When those ran out, the result of the December 1969 draft lottery[image: External link] ensured he would not be selected.[28][50][51]

At culturally conservative BYU, Romney remained isolated from much of the upheaval of that era.[33][46] He became president of the Cougar Club booster organization[image: External link] and showed a new-found discipline in his studies.[33][46] During his senior year, he took a leave to work as driver and advance man[image: External link] for his mother Lenore Romney's eventually unsuccessful 1970 campaign for U.S. Senator from Michigan;[23][47] together, they visited all 83 Michigan counties[image: External link].[52][53] He earned a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in English with highest honors[image: External link] in 1971,[46] giving commencement addresses to both the College of Humanities and to the whole of BYU.[nb 7]

The Romneys' first son, Taggart[image: External link], was born in 1970[35] while they were undergraduates at BYU and living in a basement apartment[image: External link].[46] Ann subsequently gave birth to Matthew (1971) and Joshua (1975). Benjamin (1978) and Craig (1981) would arrive later, after Romney began his career.[35]

Mitt Romney wanted to pursue a business career, but his father advised him that a law degree would be valuable to his career even if he did not become a lawyer.[56][57] Thus, he enrolled in the recently created joint[image: External link] Juris Doctor[image: External link]/Master of Business Administration[image: External link] four-year program coordinated between Harvard Law School[image: External link] and Harvard Business School[image: External link].[58] He readily adapted to the business school's pragmatic, data-driven case study method of teaching[image: External link].[57] Living in a Belmont, Massachusetts[image: External link] house with Ann and their two children, his social experience differed from most of his classmates'.[47][57] He was nonideological and did not involve himself in the political issues of the day.[47][57] He graduated in 1975 cum laude[image: External link] from the law school, in the top third of that class, and was named a Baker Scholar[image: External link] for graduating in the top five percent of his business school class.[54][58]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Management consulting




Recruited by several firms, Romney joined the Boston Consulting Group[image: External link] (BCG), reasoning that working as a management consultant[image: External link] for a variety of companies would better prepare him for a future position as a chief executive.[56][59][nb 8] Part of a 1970s wave of top graduates who chose to go into consulting rather than join a large company directly,[61] he found his legal and business education useful in his job.[56] He applied BCG principles such as the growth-share matrix[image: External link],[62] and executives viewed him as having a bright future there.[56][63] At the Boston Consulting Group, he was a colleague of Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link], with whom he formed a thirty-year friendship.[64]

In 1977, he was hired by Bain & Company[image: External link], a management consulting firm in Boston formed a few years earlier by Bill Bain[image: External link] and other ex-BCG employees.[56][62][65] Bain would later say of the thirty-year-old Romney, "He had the appearance [ sic[image: External link]] of confidence of a guy who was maybe ten years older."[66] Unlike other consulting firms, which issued recommendations and then departed, Bain & Company immersed itself in a client's business and worked with them until changes were implemented.[56][62] Romney became a vice-president of the firm in 1978,[15] and worked with clients such as the Monsanto Company[image: External link], Outboard Marine Corporation[image: External link], Burlington Industries[image: External link], and Corning Incorporated[image: External link].[59] Within a few years, the firm considered him one of their best consultants and clients sometimes sought to use him over more senior partners.[56][67]
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Two family incidents during this time later came to light during Romney's political campaigns.[68][69] A state park ranger in 1981 told Romney his motorboat had an insufficiently visible license number and he would face a $50 fine if he took the boat onto the lake. Disagreeing about the license and wanting to continue a family outing, Romney took it out anyway, saying he would pay the fine. The ranger arrested him for disorderly conduct[image: External link]. The charges were dropped several days later.[70] In 1983, on a twelve-hour family road trip, he placed the family's dog in a windshield-equipped carrier on the roof of their car[image: External link], and then washed the car and carrier after the dog suffered a bout of diarrhea.[47] The dog incident in particular later became fodder for Romney's critics and political opponents.[69][71]
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For more details on this topic, see Bain Capital[image: External link].

In 1984, Romney left Bain & Company to cofound the spin-off private equity[image: External link] investment firm, Bain Capital.[72] He had initially refrained from accepting Bill Bain's offer to head the new venture, until Bain rearranged the terms in a complicated partnership structure so that there was no financial or professional risk to Romney.[56][66][73] Bain and Romney raised the $37 million in funds needed to start the new operation, which had seven employees.[59][74] Romney held the titles of president[75] and managing general partner.[76][77] The sole shareholder of the firm, publications also referred to him as managing director or CEO.[78][79][80]

Initially, Bain Capital focused on venture capital[image: External link] investments. Romney set up a system in which any partner could veto one of these potential opportunities, and he personally saw so many weaknesses that few venture capital investments were approved in the initial two years.[56] The firm's first significant success was a 1986 investment to help start Staples Inc.[image: External link], after founder Thomas G. Stemberg[image: External link] convinced Romney of the market size for office supplies and Romney convinced others; Bain Capital eventually reaped a nearly sevenfold return on its investment, and Romney sat on the Staples board of directors for over a decade.[56][74][81]

Romney soon switched Bain Capital's focus from startups to the relatively new business of leveraged buyouts[image: External link]: buying existing companies with money mostly borrowed from banking institutions using the newly bought companies' assets as collateral, then taking steps to improve the companies' value, and finally selling those companies once their value peaked, usually within a few years.[56][66] Bain Capital lost money in many of its early leveraged buyouts, but then found deals that made large returns.[56] The firm invested in or acquired Accuride Corporation[image: External link], Brookstone[image: External link], Domino's Pizza[image: External link], Sealy Corporation[image: External link], Sports Authority[image: External link], and Artisan Entertainment[image: External link], as well as some lesser-known companies in the industrial and medical sectors.[56][66][82] Much of the firm's profit was earned from a relatively small number of deals; Bain Capital's overall success-to-failure ratio was about even.[nb 9]

Romney discovered few investment opportunities himself (and those that he did, often failed to make money for the firm).[84] Instead, he focused on analyzing the merits of possible deals that others brought forward and on recruiting investors to participate in them once approved.[84] Within Bain Capital, Romney spread profits from deals widely within the firm to keep people motivated, often keeping less than ten percent for himself.[85] Data-driven, Romney often played the role of a devil's advocate[image: External link] during exhaustive analysis of whether to go forward with a deal.[56][81] He wanted to drop a Bain Capital hedge fund[image: External link] that initially lost money, but other partners disagreed with him and it eventually gained billions.[56] He opted out of the Artisan Entertainment deal, not wanting to profit from a studio that produced R-rated films[image: External link].[56] Romney served on the board of directors of Damon Corporation, a medical testing company later found guilty of defrauding the government; Bain Capital tripled its investment before selling off the company, and the fraud was discovered by the new owners (Romney was never implicated).[56] In some cases, Romney had little involvement with a company once acquired.[74]

Bain Capital's leveraged buyouts sometimes led to layoffs, either soon after acquisition or later after the firm had concluded its role.[62][73][74] Exactly how many jobs Bain Capital added compared to those lost because of these investments and buyouts is unknown, owing to a lack of records and Bain Capital's penchant for privacy on behalf of itself and its investors.[86][87][88] Maximizing the value of acquired companies and the return to Bain's investors, not job creation, was the firm's fundamental goal.[74][89] Bain Capital's acquisition of Ampad[image: External link] exemplified a deal where it profited handsomely from early payments and management fees, even though the subject company itself ended up going into bankruptcy.[56][81][89] Dade Behring[image: External link] was another case where Bain Capital received an eightfold return on its investment, but the company itself was saddled with debt and laid off over a thousand employees before Bain Capital exited (the company subsequently went into bankruptcy, with more layoffs, before recovering and prospering).[86] Referring to the layoffs that happened, Romney said in 2007: "Sometimes the medicine is a little bitter but it is necessary to save the life of the patient. My job was to try and make the enterprise successful, and in my view the best security a family can have is that the business they work for is strong."[73]

In 1990, facing financial collapse, Bain & Company asked Romney to return.[72] Announced as its new CEO in January 1991,[76][77] he drew a symbolic salary of one dollar[image: External link][72] (remaining managing general partner of Bain Capital during this time).[76][77] He oversaw an effort to restructure Bain & Company's employee stock-ownership plan and real-estate deals, while rallying the firm's one thousand employees, imposing a new governing structure that excluded Bain and the other founding partners from control, and increasing fiscal transparency.[56][59][72] He got Bain and other initial owners who had removed excessive amounts of money from the firm to return a substantial amount, and persuaded creditors, including the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation[image: External link], to accept less than full payment.[90] Within about a year, he had led Bain & Company through a turnaround and returned the firm to profitability.[59] He turned Bain & Company over to new leadership and returned to Bain Capital in December 1992.[56][91][92]

Romney took a leave of absence from Bain Capital from November 1993 to November 1994 to run for the U.S. Senate.[47][93] During that time, Ampad workers went on strike, and asked Romney to intervene. Against the advice of Bain Capital lawyers, Romney met the strikers, but told them he had no position of active authority in the matter.[94][95]

By 1999, Bain Capital was on its way towards becoming one of the foremost private equity firms in the nation,[73] having increased its number of partners from 5 to 18, with 115 employees overall, and $4 billion under its management.[66][74] The firm's average annual internal rate of return[image: External link] on realized investments was 113 percent[59][96] and its average yearly return to investors was around 50–80 percent.[83]

Romney took a paid leave of absence from Bain Capital in February 1999 to serve as the president and CEO of the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympic Games Organizing Committee[image: External link].[97][98] Billed in some public statements as keeping a part-time role,[97][99] Romney remained the firm's sole shareholder, managing director, CEO, and president, signing corporate and legal documents, attending to his interests within the firm, and conducting prolonged negotiations for the terms of his departure.[97][100] He did not involve himself in day-to-day operations of the firm or investment decisions for Bain Capital's new private equity funds.[97][100] He retained his position on several boards of directors during this time and regularly returned to Massachusetts to attend meetings.[101]

In August 2001, Romney announced that he would not return to Bain Capital.[102] His separation from the firm concluded in early 2002;[97] he transferred his ownership to other partners and negotiated an agreement that allowed him to receive a passive profit share as a retired partner in some Bain Capital entities, including buyout and investment funds.[2][85] The private equity business continued to thrive, earning him millions of dollars in annual income.[85]
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As a result of his business career, Romney and his wife have a net worth of between $190 and $250 million,[2][103] including their retirement account[image: External link], worth between $20 and $100 million.[104] Most of that wealth has been held in blind trusts[image: External link] since 2003, some of it offshore[image: External link].[2][105][106] An additional blind trust, valued at $100 million in 2012, exists in the name of their children.[107][108] In 2010, Romney and his wife received about $22 million in income, almost all of it from investments such as dividends[image: External link], capital gains[image: External link], and carried interest[image: External link]; and they paid about $3 million in federal income taxes, for an effective tax rate of 14 percent.[109] For the years 1990–2010, their effective federal tax rates were above 13 percent with an average rate of about 20 percent.[110]

Romney has tithed[image: External link] to the LDS Church regularly, and donated to LDS Church-owned BYU.[11][12][111] In 2010, for example, he and his wife gave $1.5 million to the church.[109] The Romney family's Tyler Charitable Foundation gave out about $650,000 in that year, some of which went to organizations that fight diseases.[112] For the years 1990–2010, the Romneys' total charitable donations as portions of their income averaged 14 percent.[110]
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During his business career, Romney held several positions in the local lay clergy[image: External link]. In 1977, he became a counselor to the president of the Boston Stake[image: External link].[113] He served as bishop of the ward[image: External link] (ecclesiastical and administrative head of his congregation) at Belmont, Massachusetts, from 1981 to 1986.[114][115] As such, in addition to home teaching[image: External link], he also formulated Sunday services and classes using LDS scriptures[image: External link] to guide the congregation.[116] After the destruction of the Belmont meetinghouse[image: External link] by a fire of suspicious origins in 1984, he forged links with other religious institutions, allowing the congregation to rotate its meetings to other houses of worship during the reconstruction of their building.[115][117]

From 1986 to 1994, Romney presided over the Boston Stake, which included more than a dozen wards in eastern Massachusetts with almost 4,000 church members altogether.[67][116][118] He organized a team to handle financial and management issues, sought to counter anti-Mormon[image: External link] sentiments, and tried to solve social problems among poor Southeast Asian converts.[115][117] An unpaid position, his local church leadership often took 30 or more hours a week of his time,[116] and he became known for his considerable energy in the role.[67] He earned a reputation for avoiding any overnight travel that might interfere with his church responsibilities.[116]

Romney took a hands-on role in general matters, helping in domestic maintenance efforts, visiting the sick, and counseling burdened church members.[114][115][116] A number of local church members later credited him with turning their lives around or helping them through difficult times.[115][116][117] Others, rankled by his leadership style, desired a more consensus-based approach.[115] Romney tried to balance the conservative directives from church leadership in Utah with the desire of some Massachusetts members to have a more flexible application of religious doctrine.[67] He agreed with some requests from the liberal women's group that published Exponent II[image: External link] for changes in the way the church dealt with women, but clashed with women whom he felt were departing too much from doctrine.[67] In particular, he counseled women to not have abortions except in the rare cases allowed by LDS doctrine,[nb 10] and encouraged single women facing unplanned pregnancies to give up their baby for adoption.[67] Romney later said that the years spent as an LDS minister gave him direct exposure to people struggling financially and empathy for those with family problems.[119]
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Main article: United States Senate election in Massachusetts, 1994[image: External link]


For much of his business career, Romney did not take public, political stances.[120][121] He had kept abreast of national politics since college,[33] though, and the circumstances of his father's presidential campaign loss had irked him for decades.[23] He registered as an Independent[image: External link][47] and voted in the 1992 presidential primaries for the Democratic[image: External link] former senator from Massachusetts, Paul Tsongas[image: External link].[120][122]

By 1993, Romney had begun thinking about entering politics, partly based upon Ann's urging and partly to follow in his father's footsteps.[47] He decided to challenge incumbent Democratic U.S. Senator Ted Kennedy[image: External link], who was seeking re-election for the sixth time. Political pundits viewed Kennedy as vulnerable that year – in part because of the unpopularity of the Democratic Congress as a whole, and in part because this was Kennedy's first election since the William Kennedy Smith trial[image: External link] in Florida, in which the senator had suffered some negative public relations regarding his character.[123][124][125] Romney changed his affiliation to Republican[image: External link] in October 1993 and formally announced his candidacy in February 1994.[47] In addition to his leave from Bain Capital, he stepped down from his church leadership role in 1994.[116]

Radio personality Janet Jeghelian took an early lead in polls among candidates for the Republican nomination for the Senate seat, but Romney proved the most effective fundraiser.[126][127] He won 68 percent of the vote at the May 1994 Massachusetts Republican Party[image: External link] convention; businessman John Lakian[image: External link] finished a distant second, eliminating Jeghelian.[128] Romney defeated Lakian in the September 1994 primary with more than 80 percent of the vote.[15][129]

In the general election, Kennedy faced the first serious re-election challenger of his career.[123] The younger, telegenic, and well-funded Romney ran as a businessman who stated he had created ten thousand jobs and as a Washington outsider with a solid family image and moderate stances on social issues.[123][130] When Kennedy tried to tie Romney's policies to those of Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush[image: External link], Romney responded, "Look, I was an independent during the time of Reagan-Bush. I'm not trying to take us back to Reagan-Bush."[131] Romney stated, "Ultimately, this is a campaign about change."[132]

Romney's campaign was effective in portraying Kennedy as soft on crime, but had trouble establishing its own consistent positions.[133] By mid-September 1994, polls showed the race to be approximately even.[123][134][135] Kennedy responded with a series of ads that focused on Romney's seemingly shifting political views on issues such as abortion;[136] Romney would respond on the latter by stating, "I believe that abortion should be safe and legal in this country."[137] Other Kennedy ads centered on layoffs of workers at the Ampad plant owned by Romney's Bain Capital.[123][138] The latter was effective in blunting Romney's momentum.[81] Kennedy and Romney held a widely watched late-October debate that had no clear winner, but by then, Kennedy had pulled ahead in polls and stayed ahead afterward.[139] Romney spent $3 million of his own money in the race and more than $7 million overall.[140][nb 11] In the November general election, despite a disastrous showing for Democrats nationwide[image: External link], Kennedy won the election with 58 percent of the vote to Romney's 41 percent,[56] the smallest margin in any of Kennedy's re-election campaigns for the Senate.[143]

The day after the election, Romney returned to Bain Capital, but the loss had a lasting effect; he told his brother, "I never want to run for something again unless I can win."[47][144] When his father died in 1995, Mitt donated his inheritance to BYU's George W. Romney Institute of Public Management[image: External link].[55] He also joined the board, as vice-chair, of the Points of Light Foundation[image: External link],[102] which had incorporated his father's National Volunteer Center[image: External link]. Romney felt restless as the decade neared a close; the goal of simply making more money was becoming inadequate for him.[47][144] Although no longer in a local leadership position in his church, he still taught Sunday School[image: External link].[114] During the long and controversial approval and construction process for the $30 million Mormon temple in Belmont[image: External link], he feared that, as a political figure who had opposed Kennedy, he would become a focal point for opposition to the structure.[115] He thus kept to a limited, behind-the-scenes role in attempts to ease tensions between the church and local residents.[114][115][117]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2002 Winter Olympics




For more details on this topic, see 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link].

In 1998, Ann Romney learned that she had multiple sclerosis[image: External link]; Mitt described watching her fail a series of neurological tests as the worst day of his life.[47] After experiencing two years of severe difficulties with the disease, she found – while living in Park City[image: External link], Utah, where the couple had built a vacation home – a combination of mainstream, alternative, and equestrian therapies that enabled her to lead a lifestyle mostly without limitations.[145] When her husband received a job offer to take over the troubled organization responsible for the 2002 Winter Olympics[image: External link] and Paralympics[image: External link], to be held in Salt Lake City[image: External link] in Utah, she urged him to accept it; eager for a new challenge, as well as another chance to prove himself in public life, he did.[144][146][147] On February 11, 1999, the Salt Lake Organizing Committee for the Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games of 2002[image: External link] hired Romney as their president and CEO.[148]

Before Romney took the position, the event was running $379 million short of its revenue goals.[148] Officials had made plans to scale back the Games to compensate for the fiscal crisis, and there were fears it might be moved away entirely.[149] Additionally, the image of the Games had been damaged by allegations of bribery[image: External link] against top officials including prior committee president and CEO Frank Joklik. The Salt Lake Organizing Committee forced Joklik and committee vice president Dave Johnson to resign.[150] Utah power brokers, including Governor Mike Leavitt[image: External link], searched for someone with a scandal-free reputation to take charge of the Olympics, and chose Romney based on his business and legal expertise as well as his connections to both the LDS Church and the state.[147][151] The appointment faced some initial criticism from non-Mormons, and fears from Mormons, that it represented cronyism or made the Games seem too Mormon-dominated.[39] Romney donated to charity the $1.4 million in salary and severance payments he received for his three years as president and CEO, and also contributed $1 million to the Olympics.[152]

Romney restructured the organization's leadership and policies. He reduced budgets and boosted fundraising, alleviating the concerns of corporate sponsors while recruiting new ones.[144][147] Romney worked to ensure the safety of the Games following the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link] by coordinating a $300 million security budget.[146] He oversaw a $1.32 billion total budget, 700 employees, and 26,000 volunteers.[148] The federal government provided approximately $400 million[147][153][154] to $600 million[155][156] of that budget, much of it a result of Romney's having aggressively lobbied Congress and federal agencies.[156][157] It was a record level of federal funding for the staging of a U.S. Olympics.[154][157] An additional $1.1 billion of indirect federal funding came to the state in the form of highway and transit projects.[158]

Romney emerged as the local public face of the Olympic effort, appearing in photographs, in news stories, on collectible Olympics pins[image: External link] depicting Romney wrapped by an American flag, and on buttons carrying phrases like "Hey, Mitt, we love you!"[144][147][159] Robert H. Garff[image: External link], the chair of the organizing committee, later said "It was obvious that he had an agenda larger than just the Olympics,"[144] and that Romney wanted to use the Olympics to propel himself into the national spotlight and a political career.[147][160] Garff believed the initial budget situation was not as bad as Romney portrayed, given there were still three years to reorganize.[147] Utah Senator Bob Bennett[image: External link] said that much of the needed federal money was already in place.[147] An analysis by The Boston Globe[image: External link] later stated that the committee had nearly $1 billion in committed revenues at that time.[147] Olympics critic Steve Pace, who led Utahns for Responsible Public Spending, thought Romney exaggerated the initial fiscal state to lay the groundwork for a well-publicized rescue.[160] Kenneth Bullock, another board member of the organizing committee and also head of the Utah League of Cities and Towns[image: External link], often clashed with Romney at the time, and later said that Romney deserved some credit for the turnaround but not as much as he claimed.[144] Bullock said: "He tried very hard to build an image of himself as a savior, the great white hope. He was very good at characterizing and castigating people and putting himself on a pedestal."[147]

Despite the initial fiscal shortfall, the Games ended up with a surplus of $100 million.[161] President George W. Bush praised Romney's efforts and 87 percent of Utahns approved of his performance as Olympics head.[24][162] It solidified his reputation as a "turnaround artist",[147][163][164] and Harvard Business School taught a case study based around his actions.[62] U.S. Olympic Committee[image: External link] head William Hybl credited Romney with an extraordinary effort in overcoming a difficult time for the Olympics, culminating in "the greatest Winter Games I have ever seen".[147] Romney wrote a book about his experience titled Turnaround: Crisis, Leadership, and the Olympic Games[image: External link], published in 2004. The role gave Romney experience in dealing with federal, state, and local entities, a public persona he had previously lacked, and the chance to relaunch his political aspirations.[144]
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Main article: Massachusetts gubernatorial election, 2002[image: External link]


In 2002, plagued by political missteps and personal scandals, the administration of Republican Acting Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] Jane Swift[image: External link] appeared vulnerable, and many Republicans viewed her as unable to win a general election.[162][165] Prominent party figures – as well as the White House – wanted Romney to run for governor[166][167] and the opportunity appealed to him for reasons including its national visibility.[168] A poll by the Boston Herald[image: External link] showed Republicans favoring Romney over Swift by more than 50 percentage points.[169] On March 19, 2002, Swift announced she would not seek her party's nomination, and hours later Romney declared his candidacy,[169] for which he would face no opposition in the primary.[170] In June 2002, the Massachusetts Democratic Party[image: External link] challenged Romney's eligibility to run for governor, noting that state law required seven years' consecutive residence and that Romney had filed his state tax returns as a Utah resident in 1999 and 2000.[171][172] In response, the bipartisan Massachusetts State Ballot Law Commission unanimously ruled that he had maintained sufficient financial and personal ties to Massachusetts and was, therefore, an eligible candidate.[173]

Romney again ran as a political outsider.[162] He played down his party affiliation,[174] saying he was "not a partisan Republican" but rather a "moderate" with "progressive" views.[175] He stated that he would observe a moratorium on changes to the state's laws on abortion, but reiterated that he would "preserve and protect a woman's right to choose" and that his position was "unequivocal".[137][176] He touted his private sector experience as qualifying him for addressing the state's fiscal problems[170] and stressed his ability to obtain federal funds for the state, offering his Olympics record as evidence.[154][157] He proposed to reorganize the state government while eliminating waste, fraud, and mismanagement.[174][177] The campaign innovatively utilized microtargeting[image: External link] techniques, identifying like-minded groups of voters and reaching them with narrowly tailored messaging.[178]

In an attempt to overcome the image that had damaged him in the 1994 Senate race – that of a wealthy corporate buyout specialist out of touch with the needs of regular people – the campaign staged a series of "work days", in which Romney performed blue-collar jobs such as herding cows and baling hay, unloading a fishing boat, and hauling garbage.[177][179][180] Television ads highlighting the effort, as well as one portraying his family in gushing terms and showing him shirtless,[179] received a poor public response and were a factor in his Democratic opponent, Massachusetts State Treasurer[image: External link] Shannon O'Brien[image: External link], leading in the polls as late as mid-October.[177][180] He responded with ads that accused O'Brien of being a failed watchdog for state pension fund losses in the stock market and that associated her husband, a former lobbyist, with the Enron scandal[image: External link].[174][180] These were effective in capturing independent voters.[180] O'Brien said that Romney's budget plans were unrealistic; the two also differed on capital punishment and bilingual education, with Romney supporting the former and opposing the latter.[181]

During the election, Romney contributed more than $6 million – a state record at the time – to the nearly $10 million raised for his campaign overall.[182][183] On November 5, 2002, he won the governorship, earning 50 percent of the vote to O'Brien's 45 percent.[184]
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Main article: Governorship of Mitt Romney[image: External link]


The swearing in of Romney as the 70th governor of Massachusetts took place on January 2, 2003.[185] He faced a Massachusetts state legislature[image: External link] with large Democratic majorities in both houses, and had picked his cabinet and advisors based more on managerial abilities than partisan affiliation.[186][187] He declined a governor's salary of $135,000 during his term.[188] Upon entering office in the middle of a fiscal year[image: External link], he faced an immediate $650 million shortfall and a projected $3 billion deficit for the next year.[174] Unexpected revenue of $1.0–1.3 billion from a previously enacted capital gains tax[image: External link] increase and $500 million in new federal grants decreased the deficit to $1.2–1.5 billion.[189][190] Through a combination of spending cuts, increased fees, and removal of corporate tax loopholes,[189] the state achieved surpluses of around $600–700 million during Romney's last two full fiscal years in office, although it began running deficits again after that.[nb 12]

Romney supported raising various fees, including those for drivers' licenses and gun licenses, to raise more than $300 million.[174][189] He increased a special gasoline retailer fee by two cents per gallon, generating about $60 million per year in additional revenue.[174][189] Opponents said the reliance on fees sometimes imposed a hardship on those who could least afford them.[189] Romney also closed tax loopholes that brought in another $181 million from businesses over the next two years and over $300 million for his term.[174][195][196] He did so in the face of conservative and corporate critics who viewed these actions as tax increases.[195][196]

The state legislature, with the governor's support, cut spending by $1.6 billion, including $700 million in reductions in state aid to cities and towns.[197] The cuts also included a $140 million reduction in state funding for higher education, which led state-run colleges and universities to increase fees by 63 percent over four years.[174][189] Romney sought additional cuts in his last year as governor by vetoing nearly 250 items in the state budget; a heavily Democratic legislature overrode all the vetoes.[198]

The cuts in state spending put added pressure on localities to reduce services or raise property taxes, and the share of town and city revenues coming from property taxes rose from 49 to 53 percent.[174][189] The combined state and local tax burden in Massachusetts increased during Romney's governorship.[174] He did propose a reduction in the state income tax rate that the legislature rejected.[199]

Romney sought to bring near-universal health insurance coverage to the state. This came after Staples[image: External link] founder Tom Stemberg[image: External link] told him at the start of his term that doing so would be the best way he could help people.[200] Another factor was that the federal government, owing to the rules of Medicaid[image: External link] funding, threatened to cut $385 million in those payments to Massachusetts if the state did not reduce the number of uninsured recipients of health care services.[176][201] Although the idea of universal health insurance had not come to the fore during the campaign, Romney decided that because people without insurance still received expensive health care, the money spent by the state for such care could be better used to subsidize insurance for the poor.[200]

Determined that a new Massachusetts health insurance measure not raise taxes or resemble the previous decade's failed "Hillarycare"[image: External link] proposal at the federal level, Romney formed a team of consultants from diverse political backgrounds to apply those principles. Beginning in late 2004, they devised a set of proposals that were more ambitious than an incremental one from the Massachusetts Senate[image: External link] and more acceptable to him than one from the Massachusetts House of Representatives[image: External link] that incorporated a new payroll tax.[176][187][201] In particular, Romney pushed for incorporating an individual mandate[image: External link] at the state level.[21] Past rival Ted Kennedy, who had made universal health coverage his life's work and who, over time, had developed a warm relationship with Romney,[202] gave the plan a positive reception, which encouraged Democratic legislators to cooperate.[176][201] The effort eventually gained the support of all major stakeholders within the state, and Romney helped break a logjam between rival Democratic leaders in the legislature.[176][201]

On April 12, 2006, the governor signed the resulting Massachusetts health reform law[image: External link], commonly called "Romneycare", which requires nearly all Massachusetts residents to buy health insurance coverage or face escalating tax penalties, such as the loss of their personal income tax exemption.[203] The bill also established means-tested[image: External link] state subsidies for people who lacked adequate employer insurance and whose income was below a threshold, using funds that had covered the health costs of the uninsured.[204][205] He vetoed eight sections of the health care legislation, including a controversial $295-per-employee assessment on businesses that do not offer health insurance and provisions guaranteeing dental benefits to Medicaid recipients.[203][206] The legislature overrode all eight vetoes, but the governor's office said the differences were not essential.[206] The law was the first of its kind in the nation and became the signature achievement of Romney's term in office.[176][nb 13]

At the beginning of his governorship, Romney opposed same-sex marriage and civil unions, but advocated tolerance and supported some domestic partnership benefits.[176][208][209] A November 2003 Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court[image: External link] decision required the state to recognize same-sex marriages (Goodridge v. Department of Public Health[image: External link]).[210] Romney reluctantly backed a state constitutional amendment in February 2004 that would have banned those marriages but still allowed civil unions, viewing it as the only feasible way to accomplish the former.[210] In May 2004, in compliance with the court decision, the governor instructed town clerks to begin issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples. However, citing a 1913 law[image: External link] that barred out-of-state residents from getting married in Massachusetts if their union would be illegal in their home state, he said no marriage licenses were to be issued to those people not planning to move to Massachusetts.[208][211] In June 2005, Romney abandoned his support for the compromise amendment, stating that it confused voters who opposed both same-sex marriage and civil unions.[208] Instead, he endorsed a ballot initiative led by the Coalition for Marriage and Family (an alliance of socially conservative organizations) that would have banned same-sex marriage and made no provisions for civil unions.[208] In 2004 and 2006, he urged the U.S. Senate to vote in favor of the Federal Marriage Amendment[image: External link].[212][213]

In 2005, Romney revealed a change of view regarding abortion, moving from the pro-choice[image: External link] positions expressed during his 1994 and 2002 campaigns to a pro-life[image: External link] one in opposition to Roe v. Wade[image: External link].[176] Romney attributed his conversion to an interaction with Harvard University biologist Douglas Melton[image: External link], an expert on embryonic stem cell biology[image: External link], although Melton vehemently disputed Romney's recollection of their conversation.[214] Romney subsequently vetoed a bill on pro-life grounds that expanded access to emergency contraception[image: External link] in hospitals and pharmacies (the legislature overrode the veto).[215] He also amended his position on embryonic stem cell research itself.[nb 14]

Romney used a bully pulpit[image: External link] approach towards promoting his agenda, staging well-organized media events[image: External link] to appeal directly to the public rather than pushing his proposals in behind-doors sessions with the state legislature.[176] He dealt with a public crisis of confidence in Boston's Big Dig[image: External link] project – that followed a fatal ceiling collapse in 2006[image: External link] – by wresting control of the project from the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority[image: External link].[176] After two years of negotiating the state's participation in the landmark Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative[image: External link] that instituted a cap-and-trade[image: External link] arrangement for power plant emissions in the Northeast, Romney pulled Massachusetts out of the initiative shortly before its signing in December 2005, citing a lack of cost limits for industry.[216]

During 2004, Romney spent considerable effort trying to bolster the state Republican Party, but it failed to gain any seats in the state legislative elections that year.[174][217] Given a prime-time appearance at the 2004 Republican National Convention, political figures began discussing him as a potential 2008 presidential candidate.[218] Midway through his term, Romney decided that he wanted to stage a full-time run for president,[219] and on December 14, 2005, announced that he would not seek re-election for a second term.[220] As chair of the Republican Governors Association[image: External link], Romney traveled around the country, meeting prominent Republicans and building a national political network;[219] he spent all, or parts of, more than 200 days out of state during 2006, preparing for his run.[221]

The Governor had a 61 percent job approval rating in public polls after his initial fiscal actions in 2003, although his approval rating subsequently declined,[222] driven in part by his frequent out-of-state travel.[222][223] Romney's approval rating stood at 34 percent in November 2006, ranking 48th of the 50 U.S. governors.[224] Dissatisfaction with Romney's administration and the weak condition of the Republican state party were among several factors contributing to Democrat Deval Patrick[image: External link]'s 20-point win over Republican Kerry Healey[image: External link], Romney's lieutenant governor, in the 2006 Massachusetts gubernatorial election[image: External link].[223][225]

Romney filed to register a presidential campaign committee with the Federal Election Commission on his penultimate day in office as governor. His term ended January 4, 2007.[226]
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Main article: Mitt Romney presidential campaign, 2008[image: External link]


See also: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2008


Romney formally announced his candidacy for the 2008 Republican nomination for president on February 13, 2007, in Dearborn, Michigan[image: External link].[227] Again casting himself as a political outsider,[228] his speech frequently invoked his father and his family, and stressed experiences in the private, public, and voluntary sectors that had brought him to this point.[227][229]

The campaign emphasized Romney's highly profitable career in the business world and his stewardship of the Olympics.[219][230][nb 15] He also had political experience as a governor, together with a political pedigree courtesy of his father (as well as many biographical parallels with him).[nb 16] Ann Romney, who had become an advocate for those with multiple sclerosis,[236] was in remission and would be an active participant in his campaign,[237] helping to soften his political personality.[238] Media stories referred to the 6-foot-2-inch (1.88 m) Romney as handsome.[239] Moreover, a number of commentators noted that with his square jaw and ample hair graying at the temples, he physically matched one of the common images of what a president should look like.[72][240][241][242]

Romney's liabilities included having run for senator and serving as governor in one of the nation's most liberal states and having taken positions in opposition to the party's conservative base during that time.[219][230][237] Late during his term as governor, he had shifted positions and emphases to better align with traditional conservatives on social issues[image: External link].[219][230][237] Skeptics, including some Republicans, charged Romney with opportunism and a lack of core principles.[122][176][243] As a Mormon, he faced suspicion and skepticism by some in the Evangelical[image: External link] portion of the party.[243]

For his campaign, Romney assembled a veteran group of Republican staffers, consultants, and pollsters.[230][244] He was little-known nationally, though, and stayed around the 10 percent support range in Republican preference polls for the first half of 2007.[219] He proved the most effective fundraiser of any of the Republican candidates and also partly financed his campaign with his own personal fortune.[230][245] These resources, combined with the mid-year near-collapse of nominal front-runner John McCain's campaign, made Romney a threat to win the nomination and the focus of the other candidates' attacks.[246] Romney's staff suffered from internal strife; the candidate himself was at times indecisive, often asking for more data before making a decision.[230][247]

During all of his political campaigns, Romney has avoided speaking publicly about Mormon doctrines, referring to the U.S. Constitution's prohibition of religious tests for public office[image: External link].[248] But persistent questions about the role of religion in Romney's life, as well as Southern Baptist[image: External link] minister and former Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] Mike Huckabee's rise in the polls based upon an explicitly Christian-themed campaign, led to the December 6, 2007, "Faith in America" speech[image: External link].[249] In the speech Romney declared, "I believe in my Mormon faith and endeavor to live by it. My faith is the faith of my fathers. I will be true to them and to my beliefs."[12] Romney added that he should neither be elected nor rejected based upon his religion,[250] and echoed Senator John F. Kennedy[image: External link]'s famous speech during his 1960 presidential campaign[image: External link] in saying, "I will put no doctrine of any church above the plain duties of the office and the sovereign authority of the law."[249] Instead of discussing the specific tenets of his faith, he said he would be informed by it, stating: "Freedom requires religion just as religion requires freedom. Freedom and religion endure together, or perish alone."[249][250] Academics would later study the role religion had played in the campaign.[nb 17]

The campaign's strategy called for winning the initial two contests – the January 3, 2008, Iowa Republican caucuses[image: External link] and the adjacent-to-his-home-state January 8 New Hampshire primary[image: External link] – and propelling Romney nationally.[253] However, he took second place in both, losing Iowa to a vastly outspent Huckabee who received more than twice the evangelical Christian votes,[254][255] and losing New Hampshire to the resurgent McCain.[254] Huckabee and McCain criticized Romney's image as a flip flopper[image: External link][254] and this label would stick to Romney through the campaign[230] (one that Romney rejected as unfair and inaccurate, except for his acknowledged change of mind on abortion).[238][256] Romney seemed to approach the campaign as a management consulting exercise, and showed a lack of personal warmth and political feel; journalist Evan Thomas[image: External link] wrote that Romney "came off as a phony, even when he was perfectly sincere."[238][257] The fervor with which Romney adopted his new stances and attitudes contributed to the perception of inauthenticity that hampered the campaign.[62][258] Romney's staff would conclude that competing as a candidate of social conservatism and ideological purity rather than of pragmatic competence had been a mistake.[238]

A win by McCain over Huckabee in South Carolina[image: External link], and by Romney over McCain in childhood-home Michigan[image: External link], set up a pivotal battle in the Florida primary[image: External link].[259][260] Romney campaigned intensively on economic issues and the burgeoning subprime mortgage crisis[image: External link], while McCain attacked Romney regarding Iraq policy and benefited from endorsements from Florida officeholders.[259][260] McCain won a 5 percentage point victory on January 29.[259][260] Although many Republican officials were now lining up behind McCain,[260] Romney persisted through the nationwide Super Tuesday[image: External link] contests on February 5. There he won primaries or caucuses in several states, but McCain won in more and in larger-population ones.[261] Trailing McCain in delegates by a more than two-to-one margin, Romney announced the end of his campaign on February 7.[261]

Altogether, Romney had won 11 primaries and caucuses,[262] receiving about 4.7 million votes[263] and garnering about 280 delegates.[264] He spent $110 million during the campaign, including $45 million of his own money.[265]

Romney endorsed McCain for president a week later,[264] and McCain had Romney on a short list[image: External link] for vice presidential running mate, where his business experience would have balanced one of McCain's weaknesses.[266] McCain, behind in the polls, opted instead for a high-risk, high-reward "game changer", selecting Alaska Governor[image: External link] Sarah Palin[image: External link].[267] McCain lost the election to Democratic Senator Barack Obama.
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Romney supported the Bush administration's Troubled Asset Relief Program[image: External link] in response to the late-2000s financial crisis[image: External link], later saying that it prevented the U.S. financial system from collapsing.[268][269] During the U.S. automotive industry crisis of 2008–10[image: External link], he opposed a bailout of the industry in the form of direct government intervention, and argued that a managed bankruptcy of struggling automobile companies should instead be accompanied by federal guarantees[image: External link] for post-bankruptcy financing from the private sector.[270]

Following the 2008 election, Romney laid the groundwork for a likely 2012 presidential campaign[image: External link] by using his Free and Strong America political action committee (PAC) to raise money for other Republican candidates and pay his existing political staff's salaries and consulting fees.[271][272] A network of former staff and supporters around the nation were eager for him to run again.[273] He continued to give speeches and raise funds for Republicans,[274] but fearing overexposure, turned down many potential media appearances.[256] He also spoke before business, educational, and motivational groups.[275] From 2009 to 2011, he served on the board of directors of Marriott International[image: External link], founded by his namesake J. Willard Marriott.[276] He had previously served on it from 1993 to 2002.[276][nb 18]

In 2009, the Romneys sold their primary residence in Belmont and their ski chalet in Utah, leaving them an estate along Lake Winnipesaukee[image: External link] in Wolfeboro, New Hampshire[image: External link], and an oceanfront home in the La Jolla[image: External link] district of San Diego, California[image: External link], which they had purchased the year before.[256][279][280] The La Jolla home proved beneficial in location and climate for Ann Romney's multiple sclerosis therapies and for recovering from her late 2008 diagnosis of mammary ductal carcinoma[image: External link] in situ[image: External link] and subsequent lumpectomy.[279][281][282] Both it and the New Hampshire location were near some of their grandchildren.[279] Romney maintained his voting registration in Massachusetts, however, and bought a smaller condominium in Belmont during 2010.[281][283] In February 2010, Romney had a minor altercation with LMFAO[image: External link] member Skyler Gordy[image: External link], known as Sky Blu, on an airplane flight.[nb 19]

Romney released his book, No Apology: The Case for American Greatness[image: External link], in March 2010, and undertook an 18-state book tour to promote the work.[287] In the book, Romney writes of his belief in American exceptionalism[image: External link],[288] and presents his economic and geopolitical views rather than anecdotes about his personal or political life.[288][289] It debuted atop The New York Times Best Seller list[image: External link].[290] Romney donated his earnings from the book to charity.[103]

Immediately following the March 2010 passage of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link], Romney attacked the landmark legislation as "an unconscionable abuse of power" and said the act should be repealed.[291] The antipathy Republicans felt for it created a potential problem for the former governor, since the new federal law was in many ways similar to the Massachusetts health care reform passed during Romney's term; as one Associated Press article stated, "Obamacare ... looks a lot like Romneycare."[291] While acknowledging that his plan was an imperfect work in progress, Romney did not back away from it. He defended the state-level health insurance mandate that underpinned it, calling the bill the right answer to Massachusetts' problems at the time.[291][292][293]

In nationwide opinion polling for the 2012 Republican Presidential primaries[image: External link], Romney led or placed in the top three with Palin and Huckabee. A January 2010 National Journal[image: External link] survey of political insiders found that a majority of Republican insiders and a plurality of Democratic insiders predicted Romney would be the party's 2012 nominee.[294] Romney campaigned heavily for Republican candidates in the 2010 midterm elections[image: External link],[295] raising more money than the other prospective 2012 Republican presidential candidates.[296] Beginning in early 2011, Romney presented a more relaxed visual image, including more casual attire.[258][297]
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Main article: Mitt Romney presidential campaign, 2012[image: External link]


See also: Republican Party presidential primaries, 2012[image: External link]


On April 11, 2011, Romney announced, via a video taped outdoors at the University of New Hampshire[image: External link], that he had formed an exploratory committee for a run for the Republican presidential nomination.[298][299] Quinnipiac University[image: External link] political science professor Scott McLean stated, "We all knew that he was going to run. He's really been running for president ever since the day after the 2008 election."[299]

Romney stood to benefit from the Republican electorate's tendency to nominate candidates who had previously run for president, and thus appeared to be next in line to be chosen.[273][300][301] The early stages of the race found him as the apparent front-runner in a weak field, especially in terms of fundraising prowess and organization.[302][303][304] Perhaps his greatest hurdle in gaining the Republican nomination was party opposition to the Massachusetts health care reform[image: External link] law that he had shepherded five years earlier.[297][299][301] As many potential Republican candidates with star power and fundraising ability decided not to run (including Mike Pence, John Thune[image: External link], Haley Barbour[image: External link], Mike Huckabee, and Mitch Daniels[image: External link]), Republican party figures searched for plausible alternatives to Romney.[302][304]

On June 2, 2011, Romney formally announced the start of his campaign. Speaking on a farm in Stratham, New Hampshire[image: External link], he focused on the economy and criticized President Obama's handling of it.[305] He said, "In the campaign to come, the American ideals of economic freedom and opportunity need a clear and unapologetic defense, and I intend to make it – because I have lived it."[301]

Romney raised $56 million during 2011, more than double the amount raised by any of his Republican opponents,[306] and refrained from spending his own money on the campaign.[307] He initially pursued a low-key, low-profile strategy.[308] Michele Bachmann[image: External link] staged a brief surge in polls, which preceded a poll surge in September 2011 by Rick Perry who had entered the race the month before.[309] Perry and Romney exchanged sharp criticisms of each other during a series of debates among the Republican candidates.[310] The October 2011 decisions of Chris Christie and Sarah Palin not to run effectively settled the field of candidates.[311][312] Perry faded after poor performances in those debates, while Herman Cain[image: External link]'s 'long-shot' bid gained popularity until allegations of sexual misconduct derailed it.[313][314]

Romney continued to seek support from a wary Republican electorate; at this point in the race, his poll numbers were relatively flat and at a historically low level for a Republican frontrunner.[311][315][316] After the charges of flip-flopping[image: External link] that marked his 2008 campaign began to accumulate again, Romney declared in November 2011: "I've been as consistent as human beings can be."[317][318][319] In the final month before voting began, Newt Gingrich experienced a significant surge – taking a solid lead in national polls and most of the early caucus and primary states[320] – before settling back into parity or worse with Romney following a barrage of negative ads from Restore Our Future[image: External link], a pro-Romney Super PAC[image: External link].[321]

In the initial contest, the 2012 Iowa caucuses[image: External link] of January 3, election officials announced Romney as ahead with 25 percent of the vote, edging out a late-gaining Rick Santorum by eight votes (an also-strong Ron Paul finished third).[322] Sixteen days later, however, they certified Santorum as the winner by a 34-vote margin.[323] A week after the Iowa caucuses, Romney earned a decisive win in the New Hampshire primary[image: External link] with a total of 39 percent of the vote; Paul finished second and Jon Huntsman, Jr.[image: External link] third.[324]

In the run-up to the South Carolina Republican primary[image: External link], Gingrich launched ads criticizing Romney for causing job losses while at Bain Capital, Perry referred to Romney's role there as "vulture capitalism[image: External link]", and Sarah Palin pressed Romney to prove his claim that he created 100,000 jobs during that time.[325][326] Many conservatives rallied in defense of Romney, rejecting what they inferred as criticism of free-market capitalism.[325] During two debates in the state, Romney fumbled questions about releasing his income tax returns, while Gingrich gained support with audience-rousing attacks on the debate moderators.[327][328] Romney's double-digit lead in state polls evaporated; he lost to Gingrich by 13 points in the January 21 primary.[327] Combined with the delayed loss in Iowa, Romney's admitted poor week represented a lost chance to end the race early, and he quickly decided to release two years of his tax returns.[327][329] The race turned to the Florida Republican primary[image: External link], where in debates, appearances, and advertisements, Romney launched a sustained barrage against Gingrich's past record and associations and current electability.[330][331] Romney enjoyed a large spending advantage from both his campaign and his aligned Super PAC, and after a record-breaking rate of negative ads from both sides, Romney won Florida on January 31, gaining 46 percent of the vote to Gingrich's 32 percent.[332]

Several caucuses and primaries took place during February, and Santorum won three in a single night early in the month, propelling him into the lead in national and some state polls and positioning him as Romney's chief rival.[333] Days later, Romney told the Conservative Political Action Conference[image: External link] that he had been a "severely conservative governor"[334] (while during his term in 2005 he had maintained that his positions were moderate and characterized reports that he was shifting to the right to attract conservative votes a media distortion).[335] Romney won the other five February contests, including a closely fought one in his home state of Michigan[image: External link] at the end of the month.[336][337] In the Super Tuesday primaries and caucuses of March 6[image: External link], Romney won six of ten contests, including a narrow victory in Ohio[image: External link] over a vastly outspent Santorum. Although his victories were not enough to end the race, they were enough to establish a two-to-one delegate lead over Santorum.[338] Romney maintained his delegate margin through subsequent contests,[339] and Santorum suspended his campaign on April 10.[340] Following a sweep of five more contests on April 24, the Republican National Committee put its resources to work for Romney as the party's presumptive nominee.[341] Romney clinched a majority of the delegates with a win in the Texas primary[image: External link] on May 29.

Polls consistently indicated[image: External link] a tight race for the November general election.[342] Negative ads from both sides dominated the campaign, with Obama's proclaiming that Romney shipped jobs overseas while at Bain Capital and kept money in offshore tax havens and Swiss bank accounts.[343] A related issue dealt with Romney's purported responsibility for actions at Bain Capital after taking the Olympics post.[98][100] Romney faced demands from Democrats to release additional years of his tax returns[image: External link], an action a number of Republicans also felt would be wise; after being adamant that he would not do that, he released summaries of them in late September.[110][344] During May and June, the Obama campaign spent heavily and was able to paint a negative image of Romney in voters' minds before the Romney campaign could construct a positive one.[345]

In July 2012, Romney visited the United Kingdom, Israel, and Poland, meeting leaders in an effort to raise his credibility as a world statesman.[346] Comments Romney made about the readiness of the 2012 Summer Olympics[image: External link] were perceived as undiplomatic by the British press.[347][348] Israeli Prime Minister (and former BCG colleague) Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link], embraced Romney, though some Palestinians criticized him for suggesting that Israel's culture led to their greater economic success.[349]

On August 11, 2012, the Romney campaign announced the selection of Representative Paul Ryan of Wisconsin as his vice-presidential running mate.[350]

On August 28, 2012, the 2012 Republican National Convention[image: External link] in Tampa, Florida[image: External link], officially nominated Romney as their candidate for the presidency.[351] Romney became the first Mormon to be a major-party presidential nominee.[352]

In mid-September, a video surfaced of Romney speaking before a group of supporters in which he stated that 47 percent of the nation pays no income tax, are dependent on the federal government, see themselves as victims, and will support President Obama unconditionally. Romney went on to say: "And so my job is not to worry about those people. I'll never convince them that they should take personal responsibility and care for their lives."[353][354][355] After facing criticism about the tone and accuracy of these comments, he at first characterized them as "inelegantly stated", then a couple of weeks later commented: "I said something that's just completely wrong."[356] Exit polls published following the election showed that voters never saw Romney as someone who cared about people like them.[345]

The first of three 2012 presidential election debates[image: External link] took place on October 3, in Denver. Media figures and political analysts widely viewed Romney as having delivered a stronger and more focused presentation than did President Obama.[356][357] That initial debate overshadowed Obama's improved presentation in the last two debates later in October, and Romney maintained a small advantage in the debates when seen as a whole.[358]

The election took place on November 6, and Obama was projected the winner at about 11:14 pm Eastern Standard Time.[359] Romney garnered 206 electoral college votes[image: External link] to Obama's 332, losing all but one of nine battleground states[image: External link], and 47 percent of the nationwide popular vote to Obama's 51 percent.[360][361] Media accounts described Romney as "shellshocked" by the result.[362] He and his senior campaign staff had disbelieved public polls showing Obama narrowly ahead, and had thought they were going to win until the vote tallies began to be reported on the evening of the election.[362] But Romney's get out the vote[image: External link] operation had been inferior to Obama's, both in person-to-person organization and in voter modeling and outreach technology[363] (the latter exemplified by the failure of the Project Orca[image: External link] application).[345] In his concession speech to his supporters, he said, "Like so many of you, Paul and I have left everything on the field. We have given our all to this campaign. I so wish that I had been able to fulfill your hopes to lead this country in a different direction, but the nation chose another leader."[364] Reflecting on his defeat during a conference call to hundreds of fundraisers and donors a week after the election, Romney attributed the outcome to Obama's having secured the votes of specific interest groups, including African Americans, Hispanic Americans, young people, and women, by offering them what Romney called "extraordinary financial gifts."[365][366][367] The remark drew heavy criticism from prominent members of the Republican party.[368][369]
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See also: Issues and positions throughout Romney's political career[image: External link]


In addition to calling for cuts in federal government spending to help reduce the national debt,[370] Romney proposed measures intended to limit the growth of entitlement programs, such as introducing means testing[image: External link] and gradually raising the eligibility ages for receipt of Social Security[image: External link] and Medicare[image: External link].[370] He supported substantial increases in military spending and promised to invest more heavily in military weapons programs while increasing the number of active-duty military personnel.[371][372] He was very supportive of the directions taken by the budget proposals of Paul Ryan[image: External link], although he later proposed his own budget plan.[373][374]

Romney pledged to lead an effort to repeal the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] ("Obamacare") and replace it with a system that gives states more control over Medicaid[image: External link] and makes health insurance premiums tax-advantaged for individuals in the same way they are for businesses.[375] He favored repeal of the Dodd–Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] and the Sarbanes–Oxley Act[image: External link] and intended to replace them with what he called a "streamlined, modern regulatory framework".[376][377]

He also promised to seek income tax law changes that he said would help to lower federal deficits and would stimulate economic growth. These included: reducing individual income tax rates across the board by 20 percent, maintaining the Bush administration-era tax rate[image: External link] of 15 percent on investment income from dividends[image: External link] and capital gains[image: External link] (and eliminating this tax entirely for those with annual incomes less than $200,000), cutting the top tax rate on corporations from 35 to 25 percent, and eliminating the estate tax[image: External link] and the Alternative Minimum Tax[image: External link].[378][379] He promised that the loss of government revenue from these tax cuts would be offset by closing loopholes and placing limits on tax deductions and credits available to taxpayers with the highest incomes,[379] but said that that aspect of the plan could not yet be evaluated because details would have to be worked out with Congress.[380]

Romney opposed the use of mandatory limits[image: External link] on greenhouse gas[image: External link] emissions to deal with global warming.[318] He stated that he believed climate change is occurring, but that he did not know how much of it could be linked to human activity.[318] He was a proponent of increased domestic oil drilling, hydraulic fracturing[image: External link] ("fracking"), building more nuclear power plants, and reducing the regulatory authority of the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link].[381][382] He believed North American energy independence[image: External link] could be achieved by 2020.[383]

Romney labeled Russia as America's "number one geopolitical foe",[384] and asserted that preventing Iran from obtaining a nuclear capability should be America's "highest national security priority".[385] Romney stated his strong support for Israel.[386] He planned to formally label China a currency manipulator[image: External link] and take associated counteractions unless that country changed its trade practices.[387] Romney supported the Patriot Act[image: External link],[388] the continued operation of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp[image: External link], and use of enhanced interrogation techniques[image: External link] against suspected terrorists.[388] Romney opposed same-sex marriage[image: External link] and civil unions[image: External link], although he favored domestic partnership legislation that gives certain legal rights to same-sex couples, such as hospital visitation.[389] In 2011, he signed a pledge promising to seek passage of an amendment to the U.S. Constitution to define marriage as the union of one man and one woman.[390]

Since 2005, Romney described himself as "pro-life".[391] In that year, he wrote: "I believe that abortion is the wrong choice except in cases of incest, rape, and to save the life of the mother."[392][nb 10][nb 14] During his 1994 campaign for the senate, Romney had said, "I believe that abortion should be safe and legal in this country," a stance he reiterated during his 2002 campaign for governor.[137][395] While Romney would prefer to see passage of a constitutional amendment that would outlaw abortion, he did not believe the public would support such an amendment;[396] as an alternative, he promised to nominate Supreme Court justices who would help overturn Roe v. Wade[image: External link], allowing each state to decide on the legality of abortion.[397]

Romney said that he would appoint federal judges in the mold of U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] justices John Roberts[image: External link], Clarence Thomas[image: External link], Antonin Scalia[image: External link], and Samuel Alito[image: External link].[398][399] He advocated judicial restraint[image: External link] and strict constructionism[image: External link] as judicial philosophies.[399][400]
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During the first year following the election defeat, Romney generally kept a low profile,[401] with his ordinary daily activities around San Diego being captured via social media glimpses.[402] In December 2012, he joined the board of Marriott International for a third stint as a director.[403] In March 2013, Romney gave a reflective interview on Fox News Sunday[image: External link], stating, "It kills me not to be there, not to be in the White House doing what needs to be done". He again expressed regret at the "47 percent" remark, saying "There's no question that hurt and did real damage to my campaign."[404][405] (He was still echoing both of these sentiments a year later.[406]) Romney began working as executive partner group chairman for Solamere Capital, a private capital firm in Boston owned by his son Tagg.[407] He was also involved in supporting several charitable causes.[407]

The Romneys bought a home again in the Deer Valley[image: External link] area of Park City, Utah[image: External link],[408][409] followed by a property in Holladay, Utah[image: External link], where they plan to tear down an existing house and build a new one.[407] They also gained long-sought permission to replace their La Jolla home with a much bigger one, including a car elevator that had brought some derision during the 2012 campaign.[407][410] In addition, Romney and his siblings continue to own a cottage in the gated community[image: External link] called Beach O' Pines[image: External link] located south of Grand Bend, Ontario[image: External link], which has been in the family for more than sixty years.[411] With the new acquisitions the couple briefly had five homes, located near each of their five sons and respective families, and the couple continued to spend considerable time with their grandchildren, who by 2013 numbered 22.[407][410] They then sold the condominium in Belmont and decided to make their main residence in Utah,[406] including switching voter registration.[409] The 2014 documentary film Mitt[image: External link] showed a behind-the-scenes, family-based perspective on both of Romney's presidential campaigns and received positive notices for humanizing the candidate and illustrating the toll that campaigning takes.[406][412][413]

Romney himself thought he might be branded a "loser for life" and fade into an obscurity like Michael Dukakis[image: External link][406] (a similar figure with no obvious base of political support who had lost what his party considered a winnable presidential election)[414] but, to the surprise of many political observers, that did not happen.[415] Romney re-emerged onto the political scene in the run-up to the 2014 U.S. midterm elections[image: External link], endorsing, campaigning, and fundraising for a number of Republican candidates, especially those running for the U.S. Senate[image: External link].[416][417]



	External video



	
Watch Mitt Romney's full March 3 speech: 'Trump is a phony, a fraud'[image: External link], 17:49, see 2;40-10:00, PBS Newshour[418]




	
Donald Trump responds to Romney's comments at Maine rally[image: External link], 43:25, see 7:50-10:00, PBS Newshour
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By early 2014, the lack of a clear mainstream Republican candidate for the 2016 presidential election[image: External link] led some supporters, donors, and pollsters to suggest Romney stage a third run.[413] Regarding such a possibility, Romney at first responded, "Oh, no, no, no. No, no, no, no, no. No, no, no."[413] Nevertheless, speculation continued: the continuing unpopularity of Obama led to buyer's remorse[image: External link] among some voters; the 2014 Russian military intervention in Ukraine[image: External link] made Romney's "No. 1 geopolitical foe" remark look prescient; and an August 2014 poll of Iowan Republicans showed Romney with a large lead there over other potential 2016 candidates.[419] A poll conducted in July 2014 by CNN showed Romney with a 53 to 44 lead over Obama in a hypothetical election "redo."[420][421] By early 2015, Romney was actively considering the idea and contacting his network of supporters.[422][423] In doing so he was positioning himself in the invisible primary[image: External link] – the preliminary jockeying for the backing of party leaders, donors, and political operatives – against former Florida governor Jeb Bush, who had already set a likely campaign in motion and would be a rival to Romney for establishment Republican support.[423][424] Despite support in some quarters for a third bid for the presidency, there was a backlash against him from conservatives who wanted a fresher face without a history of presidential losses,[425] and many of Romney's past donors were not willing to commit to him again.[426] Romney announced on January 30, 2015 that he would not run for president in 2016, saying that while he thought he could win the nomination, "one of our next generation of Republican leaders" would be better positioned to win the general election.[427][428]

As the Republican presidential nomination race went into the primaries season, Romney had not endorsed anyone but was one of the Republican establishment figures who were becoming increasingly concerned about the front-runner status of New York businessman Donald Trump.[429] Romney publicly criticized Trump for not releasing his taxes, saying there might be a "bombshell" in them.[430] Trump responded by calling Romney "one of the dumbest and worst candidates in the history of Republican politics."[429] Then Romney gave a speech on March 3, 2016, at the Hinckley Institute of Politics[image: External link], that represented a scathing attack on Trump's personal behavior, business performance, and domestic and foreign policy stances. He said Trump was "a phony, a fraud ... He's playing members of the American public for suckers" and that "If we Republicans choose Donald Trump as our nominee, the prospects for a safe and prosperous future are greatly diminished."[431][432] In response Trump dismissed Romney as a "choke artist".[432] Romney's speech represented an unprecedented attack by a major U.S. party's most recent presidential nominee against the party's current front-runner for the nomination.[432][433][434] Romney encouraged Republicans to engage in tactical voting[image: External link], by supporting whichever of the remaining rivals had the best chance to beat Trump in any given state,[435] and as such Romney announced he was voting for, although not endorsing, Ted Cruz for president prior to the March 22 Utah caucus.[436] As the race went on there was some evidence of tactical voting occurring, and some partial arrangements were formed among candidates,[437][438] but by May 3 Trump had defeated all his opponents and became the party's presumptive nominee. Romney then announced that he would not support Trump in the general election, saying, "I am dismayed at where we are now, I wish we had better choices".[439]

In June, Romney said that he wouldn't vote for Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton either, saying: "It's a matter of personal conscience. I can’t vote for either of those two people."[440] He suggested that he may vote for a third-party candidate, or write-in his wife's name, saying she would be "an ideal president".[440] When pressed on who of Trump and Clinton was more qualified to be President, Romney quoted P. J. O'Rourke[image: External link]: "Hillary Clinton is wrong on every issue, but she's wrong within the normal parameters."[440] He considered voting for the Libertarian ticket of former Republican Governors Gary Johnson and William Weld[image: External link], saying that he would "get to know Gary Johnson better and see if he's someone who I could end up voting for", adding that "if Bill Weld were at the top of the ticket, it would be very easy for me to vote for Bill Weld for president."[441] In September he called for Johnson to be included in the presidential debates[image: External link][442] and in October it emerged that Independent candidate Evan McMullin was using an email list of 2.5 million Romney supporters to raise money.[443] McMullin's chief strategist said that it was purchased from Romney for President and that "we'll let other folks discuss what that may mean and certainly never speak for [Romney]".[443] A spokeswoman for Romney said that the list had been "rented by several political candidates in the presidential primary, and by countless other political and commercial users in the time since the 2012 campaign"[443] and Romney made no public comment on McMullin's candidacy.[444] Romney and his wife cast early ballots in Utah, but he declined to say who he voted for.[444] After Trump won the election, Romney congratulated him via phone call and on Twitter.[445] On November 19, Romney met with the President-elect at the Trump National Golf Club in Bedminster, New Jersey[image: External link], reportedly to discuss the position of Secretary of State[image: External link],[446][447] a position which ultimately went to Rex Tillerson[image: External link].[448] In February 2017, Romney praised Trump is "off to a very strong start" in fulfilling his campaign promises, although he has "no regrets" about his anti-Trump speech.[449]
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Romney has received a number of honorary doctorates[image: External link], including in business from the University of Utah[image: External link] in 1999,[450] in law from Bentley College[image: External link] in 2002,[451] in public administration from Suffolk University Law School[image: External link] in 2004,[452] in public service from Hillsdale College[image: External link] in 2007,[453] and in humanities from Liberty University[image: External link] in 2012.[454] He also received one from Southern Virginia University[image: External link] in 2013[455] and ones in 2015 from Jacksonville University[image: External link],[456] Utah Valley University[image: External link],[457] and Saint Anselm College[image: External link].[458]

People[image: External link] magazine included Romney in its 50 Most Beautiful People list[image: External link] for 2002,[459] and in 2004, a foundation that promotes the Olympic truce[image: External link], gave him its inaugural Truce Ideal Award.[460] The Cranbrook School gave him their Distinguished Alumni Award in 2005.[19] In 2008, he shared with his wife Ann, the Canterbury Medal[image: External link] from The Becket Fund for Religious Liberty[image: External link], for "refus[ing] to compromise their principles and faith" during the presidential campaign.[461] In 2012, Time magazine included Romney in their List of The 100 Most Influential People in the World[image: External link].[462]
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 Notes






	
^ Pranks conducted by Romney during his Cranbrook years included sliding down golf courses on large ice cubes[image: External link], dressing as a police officer and tapping on the car windows of friends who were making out, and staging an elaborate formal dinner[image: External link] on the median[image: External link] of a busy street.[18][20] The golf course escapade apparently got Romney and Ann Davies arrested, or otherwise detained, by the local police.[23][24] In 2012, five former classmates described a 1965 episode wherein Romney, then a senior, took the lead in holding down a younger student while cutting his long, bleached-blond hair with scissors.[19] Romney said that he does not recall the incident, though he acknowledged that he may have participated in some high school "hijinks and pranks" that went too far, and he apologized for any harm that resulted from them.[25][26]


	
^ Pranks conducted by Romney during his Stanford years included dressing as a police officer and pretending to arrest people[29] and pre-"Big Game"[image: External link] customs involving the Stanford Axe[image: External link].[30]


	
^ Mitt's great-grandfather, grandfather, father, and two uncles had been missionaries,[32] as had his older brother.[33] He did briefly consider breaking with tradition and not going on a mission[34] (and he had successfully rushed the Phi Kappa Sigma[image: External link] fraternity at Stanford, for sophomore year membership).[28] But he did go, and all five of Mitt's sons later served as missionaries as well.[35]


	
^ Based on figures from 1971 to 2010, the average Mormon gets only 4–8 baptism converts to the faith per year during a mission.[36] The church succeeds in expanding by having huge numbers of missionaries, so that the small number of conversions from each one add up.[37]


	
^ Romney's task was complicated by proselytizing for a religion that prohibits alcohol[image: External link] in a country known for it[image: External link].[11] He reflected upon this in 2002: "As you can imagine, it's quite an experience to go to Bordeaux and say, 'Give up your wine! I've got a great religion for you!'"[39]


	
^ a b On June 16, 1968, Romney and five fellow Mormons were traveling on dangerous roads in southern France.[18][41][42] As they drove through the village of Bernos-Beaulac[image: External link], a Mercedes[image: External link] that was passing a truck missed a curve and swerved into the opposite lane hitting the Citroën DS[image: External link] Romney was driving in a head-on collision[image: External link].[18][43] Trapped between the steering wheel and door, the unconscious and seriously injured Romney had to be pried from the car; a French police officer mistakenly wrote Il est mort in his passport.[18][23][42] The wife of the mission president was killed and other passengers were seriously injured as well.[42] George Romney relied on his friend Sargent Shriver[image: External link], the U.S. Ambassador to France[image: External link], to go to the local hospital and discover that his son had survived.[23] Romney, who was not at fault in the accident,[33][42] had suffered broken ribs, a fractured arm, a concussion, and facial injuries, but recovered quickly without needing surgery.[41][42] The French police say that they have no records of the incident because such records are routinely destroyed after 10 years.[42]


	
^ Some sources incorrectly report that Romney graduated BYU as valedictorian. Romney himself has corrected this notion, saying that he was not. While he believes he did have the highest grade point average for his BYU years in the College of Humanities, he did not if his Stanford year was factored in, and he did not among the graduating class university-wide.[54][55]


	
^ Romney sat for the bar exam[image: External link] in his home state of Michigan in July 1975, passed it and was admitted to practice law there, but never worked as a lawyer and considered it only in case his business career did not work out.[60]


	
^ One study of 68 deals that Bain Capital made during Romney's time there found that the firm lost money or broke even on 33 of them.[67] Another study that looked at the eight-year period following 77 deals during Romney's time found that in 17 cases the company went bankrupt or out of business, and in 6 cases Bain Capital lost all its investment. But 10 deals were very successful and represented 70 percent of the total profits.[83]


	
^ a b Romney's cited exceptions regarding abortion are in line with those of the LDS Church,[115] which allows it in cases of rape, incest, when the mother's health is seriously threatened, or when the fetus cannot survive past birth.[67] When Romney was a bishop in the 1980s, there was a case where a woman in his congregation with four children was advised by her doctor to terminate her pregnancy because she had a potentially life-threatening blood clot. Romney strongly advised her not to, but she did anyway.[67][115]


	
^ Kennedy spent $10.5 million overall, including a $1.5 million loan to himself.[141] This was the second-most expensive race of the 1994 election cycle, after the Dianne Feinstein[image: External link]–Michael Huffington[image: External link] Senate race in California[image: External link].[142]


	
^ Official state figures for fiscal year 2005 (July 1, 2004 – June 30, 2005) declared a $594.4 million surplus.[174][191] For fiscal 2006, the surplus was $720.9 million.[191] During fiscal 2007, Romney cut $384 million in spending that the legislature wanted; in January 2007, midway through the fiscal year, incoming Governor Deval Patrick[image: External link] restored that amount,[192] and also declared that the state faced a "looming budget shortfall" of $1 billion for fiscal 2008.[193] Patrick consequently proposed a budget for fiscal 2008 that included $515 million in spending cuts and $295 million in new corporate taxes.[194] As it happened, the state ended fiscal 2007 with a $307.1 million deficit and fiscal 2008 with a $495.2 million deficit.[191]


	
^ Upon passage of the law, Romney said "There really wasn't Republican or Democrat in this. People ask me if this is conservative or liberal, and my answer is yes. It's liberal in the sense that we're getting our citizens health insurance. It's conservative in that we're not getting a government takeover."[201] Within four years, the Massachusetts law had achieved its primary goal of expanding coverage: in 2010, 98% of state residents had coverage, compared to a national average of 83%. Among children and seniors the 2010 coverage rate was even higher, 99.8% and 99.6% respectively. Approximately two-thirds of residents received coverage through employers; one-sixth each received it through Medicare or public plans.[207]


	
^ a b Romney also amended his position on embryonic stem cell research[image: External link]: having once supported it broadly, he changed to being against therapeutic cloning[image: External link] of embryos for scientific research, insisting that "surplus embryos" from fertility treatments should be used instead.[393][394]


	
^ American political opinion periodically looked towards industry for business managers who it was thought could straighten out what was held to be wrong in the nation's capital. The track record of such efforts was at best mixed, with Lee Iacocca[image: External link] declining to run, Romney's father George and Steve Forbes[image: External link] failing to get far in the primaries, and Ross Perot[image: External link] staging one of the more successful third-party runs in American history.[231][232]


	
^ Biographical parallels between George and Mitt Romney include: Both served as Mormon missionaries in Europe and considered the experiences formative. Both pursued high school sweethearts single-mindedly until the women agreed to marry them several years later, then had families with four or five children. Both had very successful careers in business and became known for turning around failing companies or organizations. Both presided over a stake in the LDS Church. Both achieved their first elected position at age 55, as Republican governor of a Democratic-leaning state. The two bear a close physical resemblance at similar ages and both have been said to "look like a president". Both staged their first presidential run in the year they turned 60. Both were considered suspect by ideological conservatives within the Republican Party.[21][233] Neither protested publicly against the LDS Church policy that did not allow black people in its lay clergy[image: External link], although the elder Romney hoped the church leadership would revise the policy,[234] and his son has said that he was greatly relieved when the church did so in 1978.[33][113][235] There are also obvious differences in their paths, including that George had a hardscrabble upbringing while Mitt's was affluent, and that Mitt far exceeded George's accomplishments in formal education. Another is that Mitt's personality is more reserved, private, and controlled than his father's was, traits he got from his mother Lenore,[53] and his political personality is also shaped at least as much by Lenore as by George.[52] And while George was willing to defy political trends, Mitt has been much more willing to adapt to them.[21][52][187]


	
^ Regarding the role of Romney's religion in the 2008 campaign, one academic study, based upon research conducted throughout the 2008 primaries, showed that a negative perception of Mormonism[image: External link] was widespread during the election, and that perception was often resistant to factual information that would correct mistaken notions about the religion or Romney's relationship to it.[251] The authors concluded that, "For Romney ... religion is the central story."[251] Another study, analyzing a survey conducted during January 2008 (when an African American, a woman, and a Mormon all had realistic chances of becoming the first president from that group), found that voters had internally accepted the notion of black equality, paving the way for Barack Obama's election; had partially established but not fully internalized the notion of gender equality, making Hillary Clinton's task somewhat more difficult; but had only selectively internalized the notion of religious equality, and in particular not extended it to Mormons, thus making Romney's run significantly more difficult.[252] Those authors concluded that, "for a Mormon candidate, the road to the presidency remains very rough ... The bias against a Mormon candidate is substantial."[252]


	
^ During most of Romney's first stint on the Marriott board, he was a member of, and for six years chair of, the board's audit committee[image: External link].[277] In 1994, during Romney's time as chair, Marriott implemented the Son of BOSS[image: External link] tax shelter, which resulted in the company claiming $71 million in losses. In 2008 and 2009, federal courts ruled this use of the shelter illegal and said those losses never existed. PolitiFact.com[image: External link] calls a 2012 claim that Romney personally approved the shelter as "Half True".[277][278]


	
^ After having attended the 2010 Winter Olympics[image: External link], Romney and wife were on board an Air Canada[image: External link] plane waiting to take off on a flight from Vancouver to Los Angeles when he got into a physical altercation with Sky Blu, sitting in front of him, over Sky Blu's seat not being in the upright position. Romney said that Sky Blu became physically violent and that he did not retaliate, while Sky Blu said that Romney gave him a "Vulcan grip[image: External link]" first and that he responded physically to that. Sky Blu was escorted off the aircraft by Canadian police but Romney did not press charges and Sky Blu was released.[284][285][286]
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The following is a timeline of major events leading up to, during, and after the United States presidential election of 2016[image: External link]. The election was the 58th quadrennial[image: External link] and most recent United States presidential election[image: External link], held on November 8, 2016. The presidential primaries and caucuses were held between February 1 and June 14, 2016, staggered among the 50 states, Washington, D.C., and U.S. territories. The U.S. Congress[image: External link] certified the electoral result on January 6, 2017, and the new President and Vice President were inaugurated[image: External link] on January 20, 2017.
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November 20 — Jim Webb, former US Senator from Virginia, forms an exploratory committee for a possible run for president [1]
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 December 2014





	
December 16 — Former Florida Governor[image: External link] Jeb Bush announces the formation of a political action committee (PAC) for a possible run for president [2]
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January 26 — Chris Christie, Governor of New Jersey, forms a PAC in preparation for a possible run for president[3]


	
January 27 — Martin O'Malley, former Governor of Maryland[image: External link], forms a PAC in preparation for a possible run for president[4]


	
January 29 — Lindsey Graham, United States Senator[image: External link] from South Carolina[image: External link], forms an exploratory committee in preparation for a possible run for president[5]


	
January 30 — Mitt Romney, former Governor of Massachusetts[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link] Republican presidential nominee[image: External link], declines to run in the 2016 election after considering it[6]
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February 9 — George Pataki, former Governor of New York, forms a PAC in preparation for a possible run for president[7]
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March 2 — Ben Carson, a retired neurosurgeon, forms an exploratory committee in preparation for a possible run for president[8]


	
March 5 — Mark Everson, former Commissioner of Internal Revenue[image: External link], formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[image: External link][9]


	
March 18 — Donald Trump, CEO of The Trump Organization since 1971, forms an exploratory committee in preparation for a possible run for president[10] on the Republican Party[image: External link] ticket

	
March 23 — U.S. Senator Ted Cruz, of Texas, formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[11]
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April 7 — U.S. Senator Rand Paul, of Kentucky, officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[12]


	
April 9

	Former Rhode Island Governor[image: External link] Lincoln Chafee announces the formation of an exploratory committee for a possible run for president [13]


	Former U.S. Senator Rick Santorum of Pennsylvania forms a "testing the waters" account for a possible run for president[14]






	
April 12 — Former Secretary of State[image: External link] Hillary Clinton formally announces her candidacy[image: External link] for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party[image: External link][15]


	
April 13 — U.S. Senator Marco Rubio, of Florida[image: External link], officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[16]


	
April 30 — U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders, of Vermont[image: External link], formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party[17]
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 May 2015





	
May 4

	Former business executive Carly Fiorina, of California officially declares her candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[18]


	Neurosurgeon Ben Carson, of Maryland[image: External link], formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[19]






	
May 5 — Former Governor of Arkansas[image: External link] Mike Huckabee officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[20]


	
May 27 — Former U.S. Senator Rick Santorum, of Pennsylvania, formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[21]


	
May 28 — Former Governor of New York George Pataki officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[22]


	
May 30 — Former Governor of Maryland[image: External link] Martin O'Malley formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party[23]


	
May 31 — US Senator Elizabeth Warren[image: External link] of Massachusetts confirms she will not be running for president [24]
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 June 2015





	
June 1 — U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham, of South Carolina[image: External link], officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[25]


	
June 3 — Former Governor of Rhode Island[image: External link] Lincoln Chafee formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party[26]


	
June 4 — Former Governor of Texas Rick Perry officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[27]


	
June 15 — Former Governor of Florida[image: External link] Jeb Bush formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[28]


	
June 16 — Business magnate Donald Trump, of New York, officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[29]


	
June 22 — Massachusetts physician Jill Stein officially declares her candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Green Party[image: External link][30]


	
June 24 — Governor of Louisiana[image: External link] Bobby Jindal[image: External link] formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[31]


	
June 30 — Governor of New Jersey Chris Christie officially declares his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[32]
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 July 2015





	
July 2 — Former U.S. Senator Jim Webb, of Virginia[image: External link], formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Democratic Party[33]


	
July 13 — Governor of Wisconsin Scott Walker formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[34]


	
July 21 — Governor of Ohio[image: External link] John Kasich officially announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[35]


	
July 30 — Former Governor of Virginia Jim Gilmore formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party[36]
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 August 2015





	
August 3 — First presidential forum, featuring 14 Republican candidates, was broadcast on C-SPAN[image: External link] from the New Hampshire Institute of Politics[image: External link] in Goffstown, New Hampshire[image: External link][37]


	
August 4 — Fox News announced which 10 candidates were invited to the first official Republican debate[38]


	
August 6 — First official presidential debate, featuring 10 Republican candidates, is held in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link][38] Fox News includes the other seven Republican candidates in a separate debate held earlier on the same day

	
August 11 — Lawrence Lessig forms an exploratory committee for a possible run for president, stating that if he raised $1 million by Labor Day he would run [39]


	
August 16 — Andy Martin formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party

	
August 22 — Jimmy McMillan formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Republican Party
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September 6 — Lawrence Lessig, Harvard University[image: External link] law professor, formally announces his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination[40]


	
September 8 — John McAfee, antivirus software developer, formally announces his candidacy for president under the banner of the newly formed Cyber Party[41]


	
September 11 — Rick Perry formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[42]


	
September 16 — Second Republican debate is held in Simi Valley, California[image: External link][43]


	
September 21 — Scott Walker formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[44]


	
September 30 — South Carolina finalizes ballot for primary; 15 Republican candidates qualify[45]
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October 13 — First Democratic debate is held in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link] at the Wynn Casino[image: External link][46]


	
October 16 — Lawrence Lessig announces he is dropping his much-derided promise to resign after passing his signature legislation. He stated he would to serve a full term as president and would flesh out his policy agenda accordingly[47]


	
October 20 — Jim Webb formally withdraws his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination[48]


	
October 21 — Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link] announces that he will not run for president in 2016[49]


	
October 23 — Lincoln Chafee formally withdraws his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination[50]


	
October 28 — Third Republican debate is held in Boulder, Colorado[image: External link] at the University of Colorado[image: External link][51]
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 November 2015





	
November 2 — Lawrence Lessig formally withdraws his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination[52]


	
November 4–20 — Candidate registration for New Hampshire primary[53]


	
November 5 — Mark Everson formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[54]


	
November 6

	Deadline for filing for the Alabama primary[55]


	First in the South Democratic Forum featuring Martin O'Malley, Bernie Sanders, and Hillary Clinton is broadcast on MSNBC[image: External link] from Winthrop University[image: External link] in Rock Hill, South Carolina[image: External link][56]






	
November 9 — Deadline for filing for the Arkansas primary[57]


	
November 10 — Fourth Republican debate is held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link][58]


	
November 13–14 — Republican Party of Florida[image: External link]'s Sunshine Summit event is held in Orlando, Florida[image: External link][59]


	
November 14 — Second Democratic debate is held in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link][60]


	
November 17 — Bobby Jindal[image: External link] formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[61]


	
November 20 — The Presidential Family Forum is held in Des Moines, Iowa[62]


	
November 24 — MoveOn.org[image: External link] Democratic forum featuring Martin O'Malley and Bernie Sanders[63]
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 December 2015





	
December 3 — The Republican Jewish Coalition Presidential Candidates Forum is held in Washington, D.C.[64]


	
December 9 — Jimmy McMillan formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[65]


	
December 15 — Fifth Republican debate is held in Las Vegas, Nevada[51]


	
December 19 — Third Democratic debate is held in Manchester, New Hampshire[image: External link][51]


	
December 21 — Lindsey Graham formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[66]


	
December 24 — John McAfee, antivirus software developer, formally announces his candidacy for the Libertarian presidential nomination[67]


	
December 29 — George Pataki formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[68]
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January 6 — Former Governor of New Mexico[image: External link] Gary Johnson formally announces his candidacy for the presidential nomination of the Libertarian Party[69]


	
January 9 — The Republican's Kemp Forum is held in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link][70][71]


	
January 11 — Third Democratic forum is held in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link][72]


	
January 14 — Sixth Republican debate is held in North Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link][73]


	
January 17 — Fourth Democratic debate is held in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link][51]


	
January 25 — A Democratic forum, a Town Hall event, is held in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link][74]


	
January 28 — Seventh Republican debate is held in Des Moines, Iowa[image: External link][75]
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February 1

	The Iowa Democratic caucus[image: External link] is won by Hillary Clinton[76]


	The Iowa Republican caucus[image: External link] is won by Ted Cruz[76]


	
Martin O'Malley formally withdraws his candidacy for the Democratic presidential nomination[77]


	
Mike Huckabee formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[77]






	
February 3

	
Rand Paul formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[78]


	
Rick Santorum formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[79]


	A Democratic Town Hall forum event is held in Derry, New Hampshire[image: External link][80]






	
February 4 — Fifth Democratic debate is held in Durham, New Hampshire[image: External link][81]


	
February 6 — Eighth Republican debate is held in Manchester, New Hampshire[82]


	
February 9

	The New Hampshire Republican primary is won by Donald Trump[83]


	The New Hampshire Democratic primary[image: External link] is won by Bernie Sanders[83]






	
February 10

	
Chris Christie formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[84]


	
Carly Fiorina formally withdraws her candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[85]






	
February 11 — Sixth Democratic debate is held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link][86]


	
February 12 — Jim Gilmore formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[87]


	
February 13 — Ninth Republican debate is held in Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link][88]


	
February 17–18 — CNN Republican town halls are held in Greenville, South Carolina[image: External link] and Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link][89]


	
February 18 — Democratic Town Hall forum event is held in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link][90]


	
February 20

	Nevada Democratic caucuses are won by Hillary Clinton[91]


	South Carolina Republican primary is won by Donald Trump[92]


	
Jeb Bush formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[93]






	
February 23

	Nevada Republican caucuses are won by Donald Trump[94]


	
CNN Democratic town hall is held in Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link][95]






	
February 24 — Republican town hall is held in Houston, Texas[96]


	
February 25 — 10th Republican debate is held in Houston, Texas[97]


	
February 27 — South Carolina Democratic primary is won by Hillary Clinton[98]
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March 1 — Super Tuesday

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Alabama Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Arkansas Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Colorado Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[99]


	Georgia Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Massachusetts Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Minnesota Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[99]


	Oklahoma Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[99]


	Tennessee Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Texas Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]


	Vermont Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[99]


	Virginia Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[99]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Alabama Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Alaska Republican caucus won by Ted Cruz[99]


	Arkansas Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Georgia Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Massachusetts Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Minnesota Republican caucus won by Marco Rubio[99]


	Oklahoma Republican primary won by Ted Cruz[99]


	Tennessee Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Texas Republican primary won by Ted Cruz[99]


	Vermont Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]


	Virginia Republican primary won by Donald Trump[99]










	
March 3 — Eleventh Republican debate is held in Detroit, Michigan[image: External link][100]


	
March 4 — Ben Carson formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[101]


	
March 5

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Kansas Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[102]


	Louisiana Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[102]


	Nebraska Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[102]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Kansas Republican caucus won by Ted Cruz[102]


	Kentucky Republican caucus won by Donald Trump[102]


	Louisiana Republican primary won by Donald Trump[102]


	Maine Republican caucus won by Ted Cruz[102]










	
March 6

	Maine Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[103]


	
Puerto Rico Republican primary won by Marco Rubio[103]


	Seventh Democratic debate is held in Flint, Michigan[image: External link][104]






	
March 8

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Democratic Michigan primary won by Bernie Sanders[105]


	Democratic Mississippi primary won by Hillary Clinton[105]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Republican Michigan primary won by Donald Trump[105]


	Republican Mississippi primary won by Donald Trump[105]


	Hawaii Republican caucus won by Donald Trump[105]


	Idaho Republican primary won by Ted Cruz[105]










	
March 9 — Eighth and final Democratic debate is held in Miami, Florida[image: External link][106]


	
March 10

	Twelfth Republican debate is held in Miami, Florida[107]


	
Virgin Islands Republican caucus won by Ted Cruz[108][109]






	
March 12

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	
Northern Marianas[image: External link] Democratic caucus won by Hillary Clinton[110]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Washington D.C. Republican caucus won by Marco Rubio[111]


	Wyoming Republicans' county conventions are won by Ted Cruz[112]


	
Guam[image: External link] Republican caucus is held. Ted Cruz is awarded one delegate. The remaining eight delegates are uncommitted, pending a future meeting[113]










	
March 15

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Florida Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[114]


	Illinois Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[114]


	Missouri Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[114]


	North Carolina Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[114]


	Ohio Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[114]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Florida Republican primary won by Donald Trump[114]


	Illinois Republican primary won by Donald Trump[114]


	Missouri Republican primary won by Donald Trump[114]


	North Carolina Republican primary won by Donald Trump[114]


	Ohio Republican primary won by John Kasich[114]


	Northern Marianas Republican caucus won by Donald Trump[115]






	
Marco Rubio formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[116]






	
March 21

	
Democrats Abroad[image: External link] primary won by Bernie Sanders[117]






	
March 22

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Arizona Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[118]


	Idaho Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[118]


	Utah Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[118]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Arizona Republican primary won by Donald Trump[118]


	Utah Republican caucus won by Ted Cruz[118]


	American Samoa Republican caucus is held; Ted Cruz and Donald Trump respectively secure one delegate each, majority of delegates remain uncommitted.[119]










	
March 26

	Democratic caucuses:

	Washington Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[120]


	Alaska Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[120]


	Hawaii Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[120]










	
March 29 — Republican town hall[121]
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 April 2016





	
April 1 — First ever nationally televised Libertarian presidential debate[image: External link] hosted by John Stossel[image: External link] airs on Fox Business Network[image: External link] (Part 1)[122]


	
April 2 — Delegate count at the North Dakota Republican State Convention is won by Ted Cruz[123]


	
April 5

	Wisconsin Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[124]


	Wisconsin Republican primary won by Ted Cruz[124]






	
April 8 — Part 2 of first ever nationally televised Libertarian presidential debate hosted by John Stossel airs on Fox Business Network

	
April 9 — Delegate count of the Colorado Republican convention is won by Ted Cruz[125]


	
April 9 — Wyoming Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[126]


	
April 14 — Ninth Democratic debate is held in Brooklyn, New York[image: External link][127]


	
April 19

	New York Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[128]


	New York Republican primary won by Donald Trump[128]






	
April 26

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Connecticut Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[129]


	Delaware Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[130]


	Maryland Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[131]


	Pennsylvania Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[132]


	Rhode Island Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[133]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Connecticut Republican primary won by Donald Trump[129]


	Delaware Republican primary won by Donald Trump[130]


	Maryland Republican primary won by Donald Trump[131]


	Pennsylvania Republican primary won by Donald Trump[132]


	Rhode Island Republican primary won by Donald Trump[133]
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 May 2016





	
May 3

	Indiana Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[134]


	Indiana Republican primary won by Donald Trump[134]


	
Ted Cruz formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[135]






	
May 4 — John Kasich formally withdraws his candidacy for the Republican presidential nomination[136]


	
May 7 — Guam Democratic caucuses won by Hillary Clinton[137]


	
May 10

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	West Virginia Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[138]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	West Virginia Republican primary won by Donald Trump[138]


	Nebraska Republican primary won by Donald Trump[138]










	
May 12 — Second nationally televised Libertarian presidential debate airs on RT America[image: External link].[139]


	
May 17

	Democratic primaries/caucuses:

	Kentucky Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[140]


	Oregon Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[140]






	Republican primaries/caucuses:

	Oregon Republican primary won by Donald Trump[140]






	
Gary Johnson announces he has chosen former Massachusetts governor[image: External link] William Weld[image: External link] as his vice presidential[image: External link] running mate





	
May 20 — Third nationally televised Libertarian presidential debate airs on TheBlaze[image: External link].[141]


	
May 24 — Washington Republican primary won by Donald Trump[142]


	
May 26–30 — The Libertarian National Convention is held in Orlando[image: External link], Florida[image: External link]. Gary Johnson is chosen as the party's presidential nominee and William Weld[image: External link] is chosen as the party's vice presidential nominee

	
May 26 — Donald Trump passes 1,237 pledged delegates, the minimum amount of delegates required to secure the Republican presidential nomination[143]
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 June 2016





	
June 4 — Virgin Islands Democratic caucuses won by Hillary Clinton[144]


	
June 5 — Puerto Rico Democratic caucuses won by Hillary Clinton

	
June 6 — Hillary Clinton passes 2383 pledged delegates, the minimum amount of delegates required to secure the Democratic presidential nomination.[145]


	
June 7

	Democratic primaries/caucuses

	California Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[146]


	Montana Democratic primary won by Bernie Sanders[146]


	New Jersey Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[146]


	New Mexico Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[146]


	North Dakota Democratic caucus won by Bernie Sanders[146]


	South Dakota Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[146]






	Republican primaries/caucuses

	California Republican primary won by Donald Trump[146]


	Montana Republican primary won by Donald Trump[146]


	New Jersey Republican primary won by Donald Trump[146]


	New Mexico Republican primary won by Donald Trump[146]


	South Dakota Republican primary won by Donald Trump[146]










	
June 9 — President Barack Obama officially endorses Hillary Clinton[147]


	
June 14 — Washington, D.C. Democratic primary won by Hillary Clinton[148]


	
June 15 — Jill Stein reaches the necessary number of delegates for the Green nomination and becomes presumptive nominee

	
June 22 — Libertarian presidential town hall hosted and aired by CNN[149]
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 July 2016





	
July 12 — Bernie Sanders endorses Hillary Clinton[150]


	
July 15 — Republican presumptive nominee Donald Trump announces Indiana governor[image: External link] Mike Pence as his vice presidential[image: External link] running mate[151]


	
July 18–21 — Republican National Convention is held in Cleveland, Ohio. Donald Trump and Mike Pence are formally nominated for President and Vice President, respectively, by the party's state delegations[152]

	
July 21 — Donald Trump formally accepts the Republican nomination[153]






	
July 22 — Democratic presumptive nominee Hillary Clinton announces United States Senator and former Virginian governor Tim Kaine as her vice presidential[image: External link] running mate[154]


	
July 23 — Wikileaks[image: External link] leaks 20,000 emails[image: External link] from the Democratic National Committee[image: External link], revealing a systematic bias against Bernie Sanders from the Democratic Party[image: External link] leadership, leading to the resignation of DNC chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link][155]


	
July 25–28 — Democratic National Convention[image: External link] is held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Hillary Clinton and Tim Kaine are formally nominated for President and Vice President, respectively, by the party's state delegations[156]

	
July 28 — Hillary Clinton accepts the nomination from the Democratic Party[image: External link], becoming the first female presidential nominee of a major party[image: External link] in U.S. history.[156][157]
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 August 2016





	
August 1 — Green Party presumptive nominee Jill Stein announces Human rights[image: External link] activist Ajamu Baraka as her vice presidential[image: External link] running mate

	
August 4–7 — Green National Convention is held in Houston, Texas. Jill Stein is chosen as the party's presidential nominee and Ajamu Baraka is chosen as the party's vice presidential nominee[158][159]


	
August 8 — Former chief policy director for the House Republican Conference[image: External link] and former CIA[image: External link] operations officer Evan McMullin formally announces his presidential candidacy as an independent[160]
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 September 2016





	
September 7 — Arrest warrants are issued for Green Party[image: External link] presidential candidate Jill Stein and running mate Ajamu Baraka for trespass and vandalism during a North Dakota protest.[161]


	
September 26 — First presidential general election debate was held at Hofstra University[image: External link] in Hempstead, New York[image: External link]. (The first debate was originally going to be held at Wright State University[image: External link], but the location was changed due to rising security costs that were being incurred by the school.)[162][163] Hillary Clinton ends up taking the majority support after the debate.[164]
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 October 2016





	
October 4 — Only vice presidential general election debate was held at Longwood University[image: External link] in Farmville, Virginia[image: External link].[163] Mike Pence (Trump's running mate) ends up narrowly winning favor over Tim Kaine (Clinton's running mate[image: External link]).[165]


	
October 7

	
Tapes are leaked[image: External link] out from Access Hollywood[image: External link] showing Donald Trump and Billy Bush[image: External link] bragging about sexual exploits in 2005.[166][167]


	
WikiLeaks[image: External link] begins publishing thousands of emails[image: External link] from the personal Gmail account of Clinton campaign manager John Podesta[image: External link], revealing excerpts from Clinton's paid speeches to Wall Street.[168]






	
October 9 — Second presidential general election debate was held at Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link] in St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link].[163] Hillary Clinton ends up narrowly winning over Donald Trump.[169]


	
October 19 — The third and final presidential debate between the two major candidates was held at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link] in Paradise, Nevada[image: External link][163] Hillary Clinton ends up winning with a very close margin over Donald Trump.[170]


	
October 25 — The Free & Equal Election Foundation[image: External link] debate[image: External link] was held at the University of Colorado[image: External link] in Boulder, Colorado[image: External link], allowing all candidates with major ballot access to participate.[171] Gary Johnson publicly declined the offer.[172]


	
October 28 — James Comey[image: External link] announces that the FBI[image: External link] will be investigating newly discovered emails pertinent to its previous investigation of Hillary Clinton's private server[image: External link]. Hillary's lead in the polls drops heavily within days.[173]


	
October 31 — PBS[image: External link] airs the first part of a presidential forum with major third-party candidates Gary Johnson and Jill Stein, moderated by Tavis Smiley[image: External link].[174]
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 November 2016





	
November 6 — James Comey[image: External link] tells Congress there is no evidence in the recently discovered emails that Clinton should face charges over handling of classified information[175]


	
November 8 — US Election Day[image: External link].[176]

	A shooting at a residential area near a polling place in Azusa, California[image: External link] leaves one dead and three injured and some polling places in the city locked down.[177]


	
Pre-6 p.m[178]

	
12:30 a.m: Dixville Notch, New Hampshire[image: External link] are the first polls to close, with a vote 4-2 with Hillary winning.[179]






	
6 a.m to 12 p.m: Polls open up throughout the country, with the last being Hawaii[image: External link], which opens up 12 p.m EST (7 a.m AHST).[180]

	
8 a.m: Hillary Clinton votes in Chappaqua, New York[image: External link].[181]






	
11 a.m: Donald Trump votes in New York City[image: External link].[182]


	
6 p.m

	The Eastern Time zone sections of Indiana and Kentucky close their polls.[183][184]






	
7 p.m

	The Eastern Time zone of Florida[image: External link] close their polls.[185]


	The Central Time zone of Indiana and Kentucky close their polls.[183][184]


	
Georgia[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link], Vermont[image: External link], and most places in New Hampshire close their polls.[186][187][188][189][190]






	
7:30 p.m

	
Ohio, West Virginia[image: External link], and North Carolina[image: External link] close their polls.[191][192][193]






	
8 p.m

	The latest time to close the polls in New Hampshire.[190]


	The Eastern Time zone of Michigan[image: External link] close their polls.[194]


	The Central Time zone of Florida, Texas, Kansas[image: External link], South Dakota[image: External link], and North Dakota[image: External link] close their polls.[185][195][196][197][198]


	
Oklahoma, Missouri[image: External link], Illinois[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link], Mississippi[image: External link], Alabama[image: External link], Pennsylvania, Maryland[image: External link], District of Columbia, Delaware[image: External link], New Jersey, Connecticut[image: External link], Rhode Island[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], and Maine close their polls.[199][200][201][202][203][204][205][206][207][208][209][210][211][212][213]






	
8:30 p.m

	
Arkansas closes their polls.[214]






	
9 p.m

	The Central Time zone of Michigan close their polls.[194]


	The Mountain Time zones of Texas, Kansas, South Dakota, and North Dakota close their polls.[195][196][197][198]


	
Arizona, Colorado, Louisiana[image: External link], Minnesota, Nebraska[image: External link], New Mexico[image: External link], New York, Wisconsin, and Wyoming close their polls.[215][216][217][218][219][220][221][222][223]






	
10 p.m

	The Mountain Time zones of Oregon[image: External link] and Idaho[image: External link] close their polls.[224][225]


	
Nevada, Utah[image: External link], Montana[image: External link], Iowa[image: External link] close their polls.[226][227][228][229]






	
11 p.m

	The Pacific Time zones of Oregon and Idaho close their polls.[224][225]


	
California, Hawaii[image: External link], and Washington[image: External link] close their polls.[230][180][231]










	
November 9

	
12 a.m

	
Alaska closes their polls.[232]






	
2:45 a.m

	Donald Trump is the projected winner of the election, becoming President-elect.









	
November 23 — Jill Stein starts fundraising for a recount effort[image: External link] in Michigan, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.[233]
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 December 2016





	
December 19 — The electors of the Electoral College[image: External link] meet in their respective state capitals (electors for the District of Columbia meet within the District) and formally vote for the President and Vice President, selecting Donald Trump and Mike Pence, respectively. Trump receives 304 electoral votes and Clinton receives 227 electoral votes. Seven faithless electors cast their votes for other candidates.[234]
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January 6 — Electoral votes formally counted before a joint session of Congress[image: External link]; the President of the Senate[image: External link] Joe Biden[image: External link] formally announces the electoral result.[235]


	
January 20 — Inauguration of the 45th[image: External link] President Donald Trump and the 48th[image: External link] Vice President[image: External link] Mike Pence.[235]
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 Election results by state






	States won by Clinton/Kaine




	States won by Trump/Pence





Electoral methods


	WTA – Winner-takes-all

	CD – Congressional district★







	
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Others
	Total



	State or

district
	Electoral

method
	#
	 %
	Electoral

votes
	#
	 %
	Electoral

votes
	#
	 %
	Electoral

votes
	#
	 %
	Electoral

votes
	#
	 %
	Electoral

votes
	#



	Alabama[image: External link]
	WTA
	729,547
	34.36%
	–
	1,318,255
	62.08%
	9
	44,467
	2.09%
	–
	9,391
	0.44%
	–
	21,712
	1.02%
	–
	2,123,372



	Alaska
	WTA
	116,454
	36.55%
	–
	163,387
	51.28%
	3
	18,725
	5.88%
	–
	5,735
	1.80%
	–
	14,307
	4.49%
	–
	318,608



	Arizona
	WTA
	1,161,167
	45.46%
	–
	1,252,401
	49.03%
	11
	106,327
	4.16%
	–
	34,345
	1.34%
	–
	
	
	
	2,554,240



	Arkansas
	WTA
	380,494
	33.65%
	–
	684,782
	60.57%
	6
	29,829
	2.64%
	–
	9,473
	0.84%
	–
	12,712
	1.12%
	–
	1,130,635



	California
	WTA
	8,696,374
	62.28%
	55
	4,452,094
	31.88%
	–
	474,615
	3.40%
	–
	275,823
	1.98%
	–
	65,507
	0.47%
	–
	13,964,413



	Colorado
	WTA
	1,338,870
	48.16%
	9
	1,202,484
	43.25%
	–
	144,121
	5.18%
	–
	38,437
	1.38%
	–
	27,391
	0.99%
	–
	2,780,220



	Connecticut
	WTA
	897,572
	54.57%
	7
	673,215
	40.93%
	–
	48,676
	2.96%
	–
	22,841
	1.39%
	–
	508
	0.03%
	–
	1,644,920



	Delaware
	WTA
	235,603
	53.36%
	3
	185,127
	41.92%
	–
	14,757
	3.34%
	–
	6,103
	1.38%
	–
	N/A
	N/A
	–
	441,590



	District of Columbia
	WTA
	282,830
	90.48%
	3
	12,723
	4.07%
	–
	4,906
	1.57%
	–
	4,258
	1.36%
	–
	7,858
	2.52%
	–
	312,575



	Florida
	WTA
	4,504,975
	47.82%
	–
	4,617,886
	49.02%
	29
	207,043
	2.20%
	–
	64,399
	0.68%
	–
	25,736
	0.28%
	–
	9,420,039



	Georgia
	WTA
	1,877,963
	45.89%
	–
	2,089,104
	51.05%
	16
	125,306
	3.06%
	–
	
	
	–
	N/A
	N/A
	–
	4,092,373



	Hawaii
	WTA
	266,891
	61.0%
	4
	128,847
	29.4%
	–
	15,954
	3.6%
	–
	12,737
	2.9%
	–
	13,235
	3.1%
	–
	437,664



	Idaho
	WTA
	189,765
	27.5%
	–
	409,055
	59.2%
	4
	28,331
	4.1%
	–
	8,496
	1.2%
	–
	8,132
	1.3%
	–
	690,255



	Illinois
	WTA
	3,090,729
	55.8%
	20
	2,146,015
	38.8%
	–
	209,596
	3.8%
	–
	76,802
	1.4%
	–
	
	
	
	5,536,424



	Indiana
	WTA
	1,039,126
	37.91%
	–
	1,557,286
	56.82%
	11
	133,993
	4.89%
	–
	7,841
	0.27%
	–
	2,712
	0.10%
	–
	2,740,958



	Iowa
	WTA
	653,669
	41.74%
	–
	800,983
	51.15%
	6
	59,186
	3.78%
	–
	11,479
	0.73%
	–
	28,348
	1.81%
	–
	1,566,031



	Kansas
	WTA
	427,005
	36.05%
	–
	671,018
	56.65%
	6
	55,406
	4.68%
	–
	23,506
	1.98%
	–
	947
	0.08%
	–
	1,184,402



	Kentucky
	WTA
	628,854
	32.68%
	–
	1,202,971
	62.52%
	8
	53,752
	2.79%
	–
	13,913
	0.72%
	–
	1,879
	0.10%
	
	1,924,149



	Louisiana
	WTA
	780,154
	38.45%
	–
	1,178,638
	58.09%
	8
	37,978
	1.87%
	–
	14,031
	0.69%
	–
	9,684
	0.48%
	–
	2,029,032



	Maine (at-large)
	CD
	352,156
	47.84%
	2
	332,418
	45.16%
	–
	37,578
	5.10%
	–
	13,995
	1.90%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Maine, 1st[image: External link]
	CD
	210,921
	53.95%
	1
	154,173
	39.43%
	–
	18,429
	4.71%
	–
	7,446
	1.90%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Maine, 2nd[image: External link]
	CD
	143,952
	41.06%
	–
	180,665
	51.53%
	1
	19,335
	5.52%
	–
	6,629
	1.89%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Maryland
	WTA
	1,677,926
	60.32%
	10
	943,169
	33.91%
	–
	79,605
	2.86%
	–
	35,945
	1.29%
	–
	35,511
	1.28%
	–
	2,781,485



	Massachusetts
	WTA
	1,995,196
	60.93%
	11
	1,090,893
	33.31%
	–
	138,018
	4.22%
	–
	47,661
	1.46%
	–
	71
	0.002%
	–
	3,274,487



	Michigan
	WTA
	2,268,839
	47.27%
	–
	2,279,543
	47.50%
	16
	172,136
	3.59%
	–
	51,463
	1.07%
	–
	19,126
	0.40%
	–
	4,799,284



	Minnesota
	WTA
	1,367,716
	46.44%
	10
	1,322,951
	44.92%
	–
	112,972
	3.84%
	–
	36,985
	1.26%
	–
	51,113
	1.74%
	–
	2,944,813



	Mississippi
	WTA
	462,127
	39.74%
	–
	678,284
	58.32%
	6
	14,411
	1.19%
	–
	3,595
	0.31%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Missouri
	WTA
	1,054,889
	37.84%
	–
	1,585,753
	56.88%
	10
	96,404
	3.46%
	–
	25,086
	0.90%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Montana
	WTA
	177,709
	35.93%
	–
	279,240
	56.47%
	3
	28,037
	5.67%
	–
	7,970
	1.61%
	–
	1,570
	0.32%
	–
	494,526



	Nebraska (at-lrg)
	CD
	283,322
	34.32%
	–
	494,881
	59.94%
	2
	38,746
	4.69%
	–
	8,696
	1.05%
	–
	
	
	
	825,645



	Nebraska, 1st[image: External link]
	CD
	99,092
	36.07%
	–
	158,433
	57.67%
	1
	13,881
	5.05%
	–
	3,301
	1.20%
	–
	
	
	
	274,707



	Nebraska, 2nd[image: External link]
	CD
	131,078
	46.06%
	–
	136,934
	48.11%
	1
	13,238
	4.65%
	–
	3,348
	1.18%
	–
	
	
	
	284,598



	Nebraska, 3rd[image: External link]
	CD
	53,198
	19.96%
	–
	199,607
	74.90%
	1
	11,642
	4.37%
	–
	2,047
	0.77%
	–
	
	
	
	266,494



	Nevada
	WTA
	539,260
	47.92%
	6
	512,058
	45.50%
	–
	37,384
	3.32%
	–
	
	
	–
	36,683
	3.26%
	–
	1,125,385



	New Hampshire
	WTA
	348,526
	46.98%
	4
	345,790
	46.61%
	–
	30,777
	4.15%
	–
	6,496
	0.88%
	–
	9,232
	1.24%
	–
	741,885



	New Jersey
	WTA
	1,967,444
	54.77%
	14
	1,509,688
	42.03%
	–
	72,143
	1.86%
	–
	37,131
	0.98%
	–
	
	
	
	



	New Mexico
	WTA
	385,234
	48.26%
	5
	319,666
	40.04%
	–
	74,541
	9.34%
	–
	9,879
	1.24%
	–
	3,173
	0.40%
	–
	798,318



	New York
	WTA
	4,145,376
	57.89%
	29
	2,638,135
	36.84%
	–
	162,273
	2.28%
	–
	100,110
	1.41%
	–
	
	
	
	



	North Carolina
	WTA
	2,189,350
	46.17%
	–
	2,362,697
	49.83%
	15
	130,134
	2.74%
	–
	12,093
	0.26%
	–
	47,391
	1.00%
	–
	4,741,665



	North Dakota
	WTA
	93,758
	27.23%
	–
	216,794
	62.96%
	3
	21,434
	6.22%
	–
	3,780
	1.10%
	–
	8,594
	2.49%
	–
	344,360



	Ohio
	WTA
	2,320,596
	43.51%
	–
	2,776,683
	52.06%
	18
	174,266
	3.16%
	–
	44,310
	0.82%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Oklahoma
	WTA
	420,375
	28.93%
	–
	949,136
	65.32%
	7
	83,481
	5.75%
	–
	
	
	–
	N/A
	N/A
	–
	1,452,992



	Oregon
	WTA
	991,580
	50.10%
	7
	774,080
	39.11%
	–
	93,875
	4.70%
	–
	49,247
	2.49%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Pennsylvania
	WTA
	2,926,025
	47.86%
	–
	2,970,146
	48.58%
	20
	146,667
	2.40%
	–
	49,941
	0.82%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Rhode Island
	WTA
	227,062
	53.83%
	4
	166,454
	39.46%
	–
	14,700
	3.18%
	–
	6,171
	1.37%
	–
	
	
	
	



	South Carolina
	WTA
	855,373
	40.67%
	–
	1,155,389
	54.94%
	9
	49,204
	2.34%
	–
	13,034
	0.62%
	–
	9,011
	0.43%
	–
	2,103,027



	South Dakota
	WTA
	117,442
	31.74%
	–
	227,701
	61.53%
	3
	20,845
	5.63%
	–
	
	
	–
	
	
	
	



	Tennessee
	WTA
	868,853
	34.90%
	–
	1,519,926
	61.06%
	11
	70,286
	2.82%
	–
	15,952
	0.64%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Texas
	WTA
	3,877,868
	43.24%
	–
	4,685,047
	52.23%
	38
	283,492
	3.16%
	–
	71,558
	0.80%
	–
	8,895
	0.10%
	–
	8,969,226



	Utah
	WTA
	310,674
	27.46%
	–
	515,211
	45.54%
	6
	39,608
	3.50%
	–
	9,438
	0.83%
	–
	
	
	
	



	Vermont
	WTA
	178,573
	55.72%
	3
	95,369
	29.76%
	–
	10,078
	3.14%
	–
	6,758
	2.11%
	–
	29,060
	9.07%
	–
	320,467



	Virginia
	WTA
	1,981,473
	49.75%
	13
	1,769,443
	44.43%
	–
	118,274
	2.97%
	–
	27,638
	0.69%
	–
	31,870
	0.80%
	–
	3,982,752



	Washington[image: External link]
	WTA
	1,742,718
	54.3%
	12
	1,221,747
	38.07%
	–
	160,879
	5.01%
	–
	58,417
	1.82%
	–
	
	
	
	



	West Virginia
	WTA
	188,794
	26.48%
	–
	489,371
	68.63%
	5
	23,004
	3.23%
	–
	8,075
	1.13%
	–
	
	
	
	713,051



	Wisconsin
	WTA
	1,381,823
	46.44%
	–
	1,404,000
	47.19%
	10
	106,585
	3.58%
	–
	31,006
	1.04%
	–
	
	
	
	2,975,313



	Wyoming
	WTA
	55,973
	21.9%
	–
	174,419
	68.2%
	3
	13,287
	5.2%
	–
	2,515
	1.0%
	–
	9,655
	3.7%
	–
	258,788



	U.S. Total
	–
	65,127,332
	
	232
	62,621,132
	
	306
	4,453,394
	
	–
	1,426,200
	
	–
	
	
	–
	135,623,465






★Two states (Maine and Nebraska) allow for their electoral votes to be split between candidates. The winner within each congressional district gets one electoral vote for the district. The winner of the statewide vote gets two additional electoral votes.[236][237] Results are from the Associated Press.[238]
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Candidate announcement and, if applicable, withdrawal dates are as follows:
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The 2016 United States presidential election debates were a series of debates[image: External link] held for the 2016 U.S. presidential general election[image: External link]. The Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link] (CPD), a bipartisan[image: External link] organization formed in 1987, organized three debates among the major presidential candidates. The first presidential debate for the 2016 election took place on September 26, 2016, and set the record as the most-watched debate in American history, with 84 million viewers. The only vice-presidential debate was held on October 4. The second presidential debate took place on October 9, and the final debate took place on October 19. All CPD debates occurred from approximately 9 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. EDT (6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. PDT).

Only the Democratic[image: External link] nominee Hillary Clinton and the Republican[image: External link] nominee Donald Trump met the criteria for inclusion in the debates, and thus were the only two to appear in the debates. Hillary Clinton was considered to have won all three presidential debates in scientific opinion polls of likely voters. Despite this, Donald Trump won the presidential election held on November 8.
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 Debate organizers




Main article: Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link]


The Commission on Presidential Debates stipulates three criteria for eligibility for the presidential debates: constitutional eligibility to serve as president, appearance on enough ballots to potentially reach 270 electoral votes[image: External link], and an average at least 15% on five selected national polls.[1] For the vice-presidential debate, the running mates of the presidential candidates qualifying for the first presidential debate will be invited.[1] By mid-September Hillary Clinton, Donald Trump, Gary Johnson, and Jill Stein were on enough ballots to reach 270 electoral votes; however, only Clinton and Trump have reached the 15% polling threshold.[2] As of August 2016, Johnson and Stein had polled as high as 13% and 7%, respectively, and had an average of 8.3% and 3%, respectively.[3]

On August 15, the CPD announced that it would use the most recent CBS[image: External link]/New York Times[image: External link], Fox News, CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[image: External link], NBC[image: External link]/Wall Street Journal[image: External link], and ABC[image: External link]/Washington Post[image: External link] polls for the debate criteria and that candidates must be at an average of 15% in these polls.[4][5]

On September 16, the commission announced the official invitation of both Clinton and Trump to participate in the first debate to be held on September 26 at Hofstra University[image: External link], but Johnson and Stein did not meet the established criteria, and would not be participants in the debate.[6][7] The commission also confirmed that Clinton and Trump had committed to participate. It was also announced that Mike Pence and Tim Kaine would be participating in the only scheduled vice presidential debate, to take place at Longwood University[image: External link] on October 4.[6][7] The 15% threshold will be reapplied with polling numbers following the first debate in order to judge the participants in the second debate to take place on October 9.[7]

Moderators for the four debates were announced September 2, 2016.[8]
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Over the combined six hours of debate time at the three presidential debates and one vice presidential debate, the issues most raised in moderators' questions was the Syrian civil war[image: External link] (six questions) and terrorism[image: External link] (four questions).[9] U.S.-Russia relations[image: External link], immigration[image: External link], job creation, Trump's taxes, and Trump's lewd leaked recording controversy[image: External link] were each asked about in three questions, and Clinton's emails[image: External link], the Supreme Court[image: External link], Social Security[image: External link], taxation of the wealthy, the national debt[image: External link], Iraq, the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], "uniting the country," nuclear weapons[image: External link], and the legitimacy of the election, were each the subject of two questions.[9] A number of issues were the subject of a single question, including expectations of police conduct, race relations[image: External link], abortion[image: External link], gun policy[image: External link], " birtherism[image: External link]," jobs in the energy industry, cyberterrorism[image: External link], Islamophobia[image: External link], the Clinton Foundation[image: External link], the Donald J. Trump Foundation, the strengths of the candidates' opponents, the skills of the vice presidential nominees, the candidate's faith, the low favorability ratings of both candidates, the paid speeches given by Clinton, Trump's Twitter posts, Clinton's "basket of deplorables" remark, Clinton's "look," and the candidates' behavior.[9]

The debate moderators failed to ask a question about climate change[image: External link] at any of the three debates,[9] although Clinton did touch on the issue twice as part of responses to other questions.[10] The moderators' failure to address the issue prompted complaints by commentators.[11][12] David Leonhardt[image: External link] of the New York Times termed it "a failure of journalism" and a "a grievous error."[13] Prominent climate scientists[image: External link] Kerry Emanuel[image: External link] and Michael E. Mann[image: External link], as well as activist group 350.org[image: External link], criticized the failure of the debates to address the issue.[14]

A number of other issues were either addressed sparingly or not at all:


	On national security issues, the sole mention of Afghanistan[image: External link], the U.S.'s longest-running war[image: External link], came in a mention by Clinton in response to a question about NATO in the first debate.[15] Veterans and the VA[image: External link] were the subject of brief mentions six times over the three presidential debates, but "never in the context of major policy or reform proposals."[15]


	On foreign policy, a number of issues were not addressed by any candidate or moderator, including Africa, U.S.-Cuba relations[image: External link], China's nine-dash line[image: External link], South America, Egypt[image: External link], and drone warfare[image: External link].[16]


	On domestic policy, issues that neither candidate mentioned in any debate include universal pre-kindergarten[image: External link], affirmative action[image: External link], the death penalty[image: External link], the NSA[image: External link], the Patriot Act[image: External link], marijuana[image: External link], charter schools[image: External link], and DACA[image: External link] or the Dreamers[image: External link].[16]


	On economic issues, issues that neither candidate mentioned in any debate include budget sequestration[image: External link], the capital gains tax[image: External link], paid leave[image: External link], oil drilling[image: External link] and fracking[image: External link], pensions[image: External link], and labor unions[image: External link].[16]


	On Russian cyberattacks on the United States and influence on the election, no questions were asked, but during the third debate Clinton revealed her knowledge of behind the scenes events, which she stated happened because Putin favored Trump, whom she called a "puppet". Trump strongly rejected the description.[17]
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Speaking time at the debates was as follows:


	At the first presidential debate, Trump spoke for 45 minutes and 3 seconds; Clinton spoke for 41 minutes and 50 seconds.[18]


	At the second presidential debate, Trump spoke for 40 minutes and 10 seconds; Clinton spoke for 39 minutes and 5 seconds.[18]


	At the third presidential debate, Clinton spoke for 41 minutes and 46 seconds; Trump spoke for 35 minutes and 41 seconds.[18]
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The following polls were conducted prior to each of the respective debates, and determined the candidates who participated in each debate.

Candidates in green participated in the debate, while those in red were excluded. Italics denotes the leading candidate in the respective poll.
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 First presidential debate




The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to September 16, 2016, the polling deadline for both the first presidential debate and only vice presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Tim Kaine

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Mike Pence

Republican
	Gary Johnson

William Weld[image: External link]

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Ajamu Baraka

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[19]
	September 5–8
	46%
	41%
	9%
	2%



	CBS/New York Times[20]
	September 9–13
	42%
	42%
	8%
	4%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[21]
	September 1–4
	43%
	45%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[22]
	September 11–14
	41%
	40%
	8%
	3%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[23]
	July 31 – August 3
	43%
	34%
	10%
	5%



	Average[24]
	July 31 – September 14
	43.0%
	40.4%
	8.4%
	3.2%
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The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to October 4, 2016, the polling deadline for the second presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[25]
	September 19–22
	46%
	44%
	5%
	1%



	CBS/New York Times[26]
	September 28 – October 2
	45%
	41%
	8%
	3%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[27]
	September 28 – October 2
	47%
	42%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[28]
	September 27–29
	43%
	40%
	8%
	4%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[29]
	September 16–19
	43%
	37%
	9%
	2%



	Average[30]
	September 16 – October 2
	44.8%
	40.8%
	7.4%
	2.6%
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The following polls were the most recent conducted prior to October 14, 2016, the polling deadline for the third presidential debate:



	Poll
	Date taken
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green



	ABC/Washington Post[25]
	September 19–22
	46%
	44%
	5%
	1%



	CBS/New York Times[26]
	September 28 – October 2
	45%
	41%
	8%
	3%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[27]
	September 28 – October 2
	47%
	42%
	7%
	2%



	Fox News[31]
	October 10–12
	45%
	38%
	7%
	3%



	NBC/Wall Street Journal[32]
	October 8–10
	46%
	37%
	8%
	2%



	Average[33]
	September 19 – October 12
	45.8%
	40.4%
	7.0%
	2.2%
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Note: All CPD debates (including the vice presidential debate) ran from 9:00 P.M. to 10:30 P.M. Eastern Time.[34]



	United States presidential election debates, 2016



	N°
	Date / Time
	Host
	Location
	Moderator(s)
	Participants



	 P  Participant.    N  Non-invitee.  
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	Libertarian
	Green[image: External link]



	Hillary Clinton
	Donald Trump
	Gary Johnson
	Jill Stein



	1[image: External link]
	September 26, 2016[7]
	
Hofstra University[image: External link]


	
Hempstead, New York[image: External link]


	
Lester Holt[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	2[image: External link]
	October 9, 2016
	
Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link]


	
St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]


	
Martha Raddatz[image: External link]

Anderson Cooper[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	3[image: External link]
	October 19, 2016
	
University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link]


	
Paradise, Nevada[image: External link]


	
Chris Wallace[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	United States vice-presidential election debates, 2016



	N°
	Date
	Host
	Location
	Moderator
	Participants



	 P  Participant.    N  Non-invitee.  
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]
	Libertarian
	Green[image: External link]



	Tim Kaine
	Mike Pence
	William Weld[image: External link]
	Ajamu Baraka



	1[image: External link]
	October 4, 2016[7]
	
Longwood University[image: External link]


	
Farmville, Virginia[image: External link]


	
Elaine Quijano[image: External link]


	P
	P
	N
	N



	       = Sponsored by the Commission on Presidential Debates[image: External link]
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 First presidential debate (Hofstra University)






	First presidential debate



	Duration
	95 minutes



	Date
	September 26, 2016



	Venue
	Hofstra University[image: External link]



	Location
	Hempstead, New York[image: External link]



	Participants
	


	Hillary Clinton

	Donald Trump









	Footage
	
NBC[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Lester Holt[image: External link] of NBC[image: External link]




	Transcript
	


	Politico[image: External link]

	The Washington Post[image: External link]









	Fact checking
	
FactCheck.org[image: External link], PolitiFact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], New York Times[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Website
	hofstra.edu/debate[image: External link]




The first debate took place on Monday, September 26, at New York's Hofstra University[image: External link], moderated by Lester Holt[image: External link] of NBC[image: External link]. It was originally scheduled to take place at Wright State University[image: External link], but the venue was changed due to security and financial concerns.[35]
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The first presidential debate was divided into six segments, each of approximately 15 minutes in length, with the moderator introducing a topic and giving each candidate two minutes, followed by approximately 8 minutes and 45 seconds of facilitated discussion between the two candidates, with both candidates receiving approximately equal time. The questions discussed during the 90 minutes were at the sole discretion of the moderator, and were not shared beforehand with the commission or with either campaign. Each candidate spoke in front of a podium. Besides applause at the beginning and end of the debate, there was no audience participation allowed, but sporadic applause occurred at various points throughout the 90 minutes.[36]

The segments were on the economy[image: External link] and job creation, trade, the federal deficit[image: External link], race relations and policing, the war on terror[image: External link], the foreign policy of the United States, and each candidate's experience in the political and business realm.[37]
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 Reception




Writing on September 28, FiveThirtyEight found that every scientific poll so far suggests that voters thought Hillary Clinton performed better than Donald Trump in the debate.[38] A CNN/ORC poll of debate viewers found that 62% believed Clinton won, compared to 27% for Trump.[39] A poll conducted by Public Policy Polling[image: External link] found that 51% thought Clinton won the debate, while 40% thought Trump won.[40] A YouGov[image: External link] poll found that 57% of Americans declared Clinton the winner, while 30% declared Trump the winner.[41] A Politico/Morning Consult poll showed that 49% of likely voters thought that Clinton won the debate, while 26% thought that Trump won, and 25% were undecided.[42] Echelon Insights polling showed that Clinton won the debate 48-22, and that the debate made 41% of respondents more likely to vote for Clinton while 29% were more likely to vote for Trump.[43] A Reuters/Ipsos poll found that 56% of Americans thought Clinton did better, while 26% thought Trump did.[44] An NBC News/SurveyMonkey poll shows that 52% of likely voters who followed the debate chose Clinton was the winner, 21% chose Trump, and 26% did not choose either candidate.[45] A Gallup poll showed that more respondents thought Clinton did a better job than Trump by a margin of 61% to 27%.[46] A Fox News poll shows that 61% of respondents thought that Clinton won the debate while 21% said Trump did.[47] An ABC News/Washington Post poll shows that 53% of respondents thought that Clinton won the debate while 18% said Trump did.[48] A CBS News poll shows that 32% of likely voters say that they thought better of Clinton after watching the debate, but only 10% of voters said that they thought better of Trump afterward.[49]

A panel of Los Angeles Times analysts consisting of Doyle McManus[image: External link] and two others found that Clinton won all six of the debate segments.[50] Among swing-state party officials and strategists surveyed by Politico, 79% agreed that Trump did not win the debate.[51]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Moderation




The performance of Lester Holt as moderator of the debate received mixed reactions, with political critics stating that Holt struggled to keep control of the debate, and although he challenged both candidates, Holt's repeated attempts to get the candidates to adhere to the time restrictions were ignored.[52]

Michael M. Grynbaum of The New York Times described Holt's performance by stating "He was silent for minutes at a time, allowing Hillary Clinton and Donald J. Trump to joust and bicker between themselves—and sometimes talk right over him—prompting some viewers to wonder if Mr. Holt had left the building." He continued, "Being less conspicuous often means attracting less criticism, and Mr. Holt's conservative approach seemed designed to avoid the opprobrium that befell his NBC colleague, Matt Lauer, whose performance at a forum this month was widely panned after he repeatedly interrupted Mrs. Clinton and failed to challenge Mr. Trump."[53] Hadas Gold of Politico wrote "Lester Holt was on an island on Monday night. And for most of the first presidential debate, he stayed there, letting the battleships of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump shoot their missiles at one another. It made for some memorable exchanges between Trump and Clinton, matched in close-up on most networks. For some debate watchers, that’s what they want their moderators to do: say 'go' and let them run. But it also left some gaps where viewers probably expected sharp questions."[54]
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The debate set the record as the most-watched debate in television history, with 84 million viewers across the 13 channels that carried it live and were counted by Nielsen, surpassing the previous record of 80.6 million viewers set by the debate between Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and Ronald Reagan[image: External link] in 1980[image: External link]. These numbers do not account for the millions of viewers who watched the debates online and the people who watched the debate at parties, bars, restaurants, and offices.[55] Two million concurrent viewers watched it live on YouTube, while there were 8 million views on Facebook (whose numbers do not break down into unique viewers); in addition, 1.4 million unique viewers watched it live on CBS's streaming service.[56] All debate-related video on YouTube exceeded 88 million views on October 3, 2016.[56] CNN Digital reported 2.4 million live streams,[57] and Yahoo News reported 5 million views, both live and on-demand.[58]
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	NBC[image: External link]
	18,156,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	13,521,000



	CBS[image: External link]
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	FNC[image: External link]
	11,359,000



	CNN
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	Fox[image: External link]
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	MSNBC[image: External link]
	4,895,000





	
Viewers 25 to 54
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	NBC[image: External link]
	8,323,000



	ABC[image: External link]
	4,802,000



	CBS[image: External link]
	4,750,000



	CNN
	4,435,000



	FNC[image: External link]
	3,525,000



	Fox[image: External link]
	2,709,000



	MSNBC[image: External link]
	1,576,000





	
Total streams reported



	Network
	Streams



	YouTube[image: External link]
	2,000,000[59]



	Facebook[image: External link]
	8,000,000[60]



	CBS[image: External link]
	2,980,000[61]



	CNN
	2,400,000[57]



	Yahoo[image: External link]
	5,000,000[58]



	Twitter
	2,500,000[62]




Source: adweek.com
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	Vice presidential debate



	Duration
	92 minutes



	Date
	October 4, 2016



	Venue
	Longwood University[image: External link]



	Location
	Farmville, Virginia[image: External link]



	Participants
	


	Tim Kaine

	Mike Pence









	Footage
	
CBS[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Elaine Quijano[image: External link] of CBS[image: External link]




	Transcript
	


	
The New York Times[image: External link]

	The Washington Post[image: External link]













	Fact checking
	
Politifact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], ABC News[image: External link], New York Times[image: External link], Associated Press[image: External link]




	Website
	debate.longwood.edu[image: External link]




The vice presidential debate took place on Tuesday, October 4, at Virginia's Longwood University[image: External link], moderated by Elaine Quijano[image: External link] of CBS[image: External link].
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The candidates were seated at a table with Quijano. The debate consisted of nine segments, each 10 minutes in length. Both candidates were given two minutes to respond to questions, with the remaining time used for a deeper discussion of the topic. Quijano asked questions about Donald Trump's temperament, the economy, Social Security, police and race relations, nuclear weapons, abortion[image: External link] and religious faith.
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A CNN instant-poll found that 48% of viewers believed Pence had won while 42% thought Kaine won.[63] Pence was criticized after the debate for not defending Donald Trump's comments,[64] while Kaine was criticized for being too aggressive and interrupting.[65]

Two hours before the debate took place, the website of the Republican National Committee declared Pence the clear winner, writing "During the debate we helped fact check and monitor the conversation in real time @GOP." The post went on to say that his strong points concerned the economy and Clinton's alleged "scandals". The post was removed prior to the start of the debate, but not before getting widespread press and social media attention.[66][67][68]

Rachel Maddow[image: External link] of MSNBC[image: External link] said that the debate was occasionally "incomprehensible" due to the number of times that the candidates interrupted each other.[69] According to ABC News, Kaine interrupted seventy times throughout the debate, while Pence interrupted forty times.[70]
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Elaine Quijano[image: External link] moderated and thereby became the first Asian American[image: External link] to moderate a U.S. debate for national elected office in the general election,[71] and the youngest journalist[image: External link] to moderate a debate since 1988.[72] It was also the first time a digital network anchor had been selected to moderate a national debate.[73]
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According to Nielsen[image: External link], the four broadcast networks and the three largest cable news channels averaged around 36 million viewers.[74]
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	NBC[image: External link]
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	CBS[image: External link]
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	ABC[image: External link]
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	FNC[image: External link]
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	Network
	Viewership



	NBC[image: External link]
	2,950,000



	CBS[image: External link]
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	Second presidential debate



	Duration
	90 minutes



	Date
	October 9, 2016



	Venue
	Washington University in St. Louis[image: External link]



	Location
	St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]



	Participants
	
Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump




	Footage
	
NBC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link], Bloomberg Politics[image: External link]




	Moderators
	
Anderson Cooper[image: External link] of CNN

Martha Raddatz[image: External link] of ABC




	Transcript
	
Politico[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link]




	Fact checking
	
FactCheck.org[image: External link], Politifact[image: External link], NPR[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link]




	Website
	debate.wustl.edu[image: External link]
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The debate was conducted in a "town meeting" format on Sunday, October 9, with an audience of uncommitted voters selected by the Gallup Organization[image: External link].[75] The CPD originally stipulated that half of the questions come from the audience, while the other half would come from the moderators "based on topics of broad public interest as reflected in social media and other sources."[75] The Commission subsequently invited members of the public to submit and vote on questions through the bipartisan Open Debate Coalition's website[image: External link]. Moderators chose from the 30 most popular questions.[76]

Candidates had two minutes to respond with an additional minute for the moderator to facilitate further discussion.[75]
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Members of the audience were allowed to ask questions. The eight questions, in order, were:[77]


	Patrice Brock: "The last presidential debate could have been rated as MA[image: External link], mature audiences per TV parental guidelines. Knowing that educators assign viewing the presidential debates as students’ homework, do you feel you are modelling appropriate and positive behavior for today’s youth?"

	Ken Karpowitz: "The Affordable Care Act known as Obamacare[image: External link], it is not affordable. Premiums have gone up, deductibles have gone up, copays has gone up, prescriptions have gone up and the coverage has gone down. What will you do to bring the cost down and make coverage better?"

	Gorbah Hameed: "There are 3.3 million Muslims in the United States and I'm one of them. You’ve mentioned working with Muslim nations. But with Islamophobia on the rise, how will you help people like me deal with the consequences of being labelled as a threat to the country after the election is over?"

	Spencer Moss: "What specific tax provisions will you change to ensure the wealthiest Americans pay their fair share in taxes?"

	James Carter: "Do you believe you can be a devoted president to all the people in the United States?"

	Beth Miller: "Perhaps the most important aspect of this election is the Supreme Court justice. What would you prioritize as the most important aspect of selecting a Supreme Court justice?"

	Ken Bone: "What steps will your energy policy take to meet our energy needs, while at the same time remaining environmentally-friendly and minimizing job loss for fossil power plant workers?"

	Karl Becker: "Regardless of the current rhetoric, would either of you name one positive thing that you respect in one another?"



The first portion of the content was dominated by discussion of a tape[image: External link] of Trump making lewd comments about women to Billy Bush[image: External link], which had been leaked two days earlier. Trump attempted to deflect criticism by making counter-accusations of sexual misconduct against Bill Clinton[image: External link]. Trump had invited four people who had accused Bill Clinton[image: External link] of sexual assault to a press conference prior to the debate.[78] At one point in the debate, Trump raised the issue of Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link]. Trump stated that if elected, he would appoint a special prosecutor to investigate Secretary Clinton in relation to the matter. Clinton responded by remarking that the country was lucky that someone with Trump's temperament was not in charge of the law, to which Trump promptly responded, "because you'd be in jail." Some Trump supporters in the audience cheered this line. An array of scholars, including political scientists[image: External link] and law professors, criticized Trump's pledge to imprison Clinton, saying that it reflected an anti-democratic impulse[image: External link].[79][80]
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CNN's Anderson Cooper[image: External link] and ABC's Martha Raddatz[image: External link] were the moderators.
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A Politico/Morning Consult poll showed that 42% of respondents considered Clinton the winner of the debate, while 28% considered Trump the winner, and a slightly higher percentage (30%) were undecided.[81] A CNN/ORC poll found that 57% of viewers believed Clinton won, compared to 34% for Trump, despite the fact that most respondents felt that the latter exceeded expectations.[82] An NBC News/SurveyMonkey poll showed that Clinton won the debate with 44% to Trump's 34%, while 21% said neither won.[83] A Reuters/Ipsos poll found that 53% of viewers said Clinton won while 32% said Trump won.[84] According to a Gallup poll, 53% of viewers considered Clinton to be the winner while 35% considered Trump the winner.[85] A Fox News poll of debate watchers found 52% considered Clinton the winner compared to 39% for Trump, with 9% saying they tied or did not know.[86] A Baldwin Wallace University Community Research Institute (CRI) poll of likely Ohio voters showed that 52% found that Clinton won the debate, 31% that Trump won, and 17% found that it was a tie.[87] According to a Qriously poll of likely voters in eight key battleground states, 44% gave the win to Clinton while 33% gave it to Trump.[88] According to a Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll of likely Michigan voters, 48% gave the win to Clinton while 36% gave it to Trump.[89]

Trump's claim that he won the second debate with Hillary Clinton "in a landslide" in "every poll" was found to be false by Politifact[image: External link], which noted that "not only did Trump not win by a landslide margin, he didn’t win any of the polls at all".[90]

Questioner Ken Bone, a power plant operator from Illinois, had a media presence and became an internet meme[image: External link] in the days following the debate. His rise to popularity was due to his name, his appearance (specifically his red sweater), and his use of a disposable camera[image: External link] prior to and after the debate.[91] Bone appeared on ESPN College GameDay[image: External link] and @midnight[image: External link]. He was portrayed by Bobby Moynihan[image: External link] during the cold open[image: External link] of the NBC[image: External link] sketch comedy show Saturday Night Live[image: External link] episode on October 15 dancing to the song "Get Ready for This[image: External link]".[92] Bone received a short-term endorsement deal with American transportation network company Uber[image: External link] to promote the launch of Uber Select in St. Louis[image: External link].[93][94]
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According to Nielsen, approximately 66.5 million people watched the second presidential debate on television across 11 networks.[95] YouTube reported 1.5 million peak live streams and 124 million views on debate-related videos as of October 11.[96]
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	CBS[image: External link]
	16,456,000



	ABC[image: External link]
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	FNC[image: External link]
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	Fox[image: External link]
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	MSNBC[image: External link]
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	FBN[image: External link]
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	CBS[image: External link]
	6,411,000



	CNN
	4,858,000



	ABC[image: External link]
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	FNC[image: External link]
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	YouTube[image: External link]
	1,500,000[96]



	CNN
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	Twitter
	3,200,000[62]
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	Third presidential debate



	Duration
	93.25 minutes



	Date
	October 19, 2016



	Venue
	University of Nevada, Las Vegas[image: External link]



	Location
	Paradise, Nevada[image: External link]



	Participants
	
Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump




	Footage
	
CBS[image: External link], NBC[image: External link], C-SPAN[image: External link]




	Moderator
	
Chris Wallace[image: External link] of Fox News[image: External link]




	Transcript
	
The Washington Post[image: External link]

The New York Times[image: External link]




	Fact checking
	
The Washington Post[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link], Politifact[image: External link],

NPR[image: External link], CBS News[image: External link]




	Website
	unlv.edu/2016debate[image: External link]




The third debate took place on Wednesday, October 19, at 6:00 PM PDT at Nevada's UNLV[image: External link] campus[99] between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump.[100]
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The format mirrored that of the first debate: 90 minutes divided into six topical segments of approximately 15 minutes each. The moderator began each segment with a question and gave each candidate two minutes, followed by facilitated discussion between the two candidates, with each receiving approximately equal time. Questions were at the sole discretion of the moderator. Each candidate was stationed at a podium. Audience participation was confined to applause at the beginning and end of the debate.[36]
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The debate was moderated by Chris Wallace[image: External link] of Fox News Channel[image: External link]'s Fox News Sunday[image: External link].[101]

The topics, announced in advance of the debate, were: debt and entitlements, immigration, economy, Supreme Court, foreign hot spots, and fitness to be president.[102]
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A Morning Consult/Politico poll found that 43% of respondents considered Clinton the winner of the debate, with 26% saying Trump.[103] An NBC/SurveyMonkey poll showed that 46% of respondents considered Clinton as the winner, whereas 37% considered Trump the winner.[104] An ABC News poll found that 52% of likely voters thought that Clinton was the winner, with 29% saying that Trump won the debate.[105] A Gallup poll showed that Clinton beat Trump 60% to 31% in perceptions of who won debate.[106] A poll by the CBS News Battleground Tracker of viewers in 13 swing states found that 49% of voters in those states thought that Clinton won the debate, while 39% thought Trump won, with 12% calling it a tie.[107]

Donald Trump's use of the phrases "bad hombres" and "nasty woman[image: External link]" spurred massive viral backlash.[108][109][110][111]

An Associated Press/GfK poll, which asked respondents about the candidates' performance in all three debates, found that 69% thought that Clinton performed better while 29% thought that Trump did.[112]
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According to Nielsen, approximately 71.6 million people watched the third presidential debate on television across 13 networks.[113][114] YouTube reported 1.7 million peak live streams and 140 million views on debate-related videos as of October 20.[115]
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 See also





	Democratic Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Green Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Libertarian Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	Republican Party presidential debates and forums, 2016

	A Visualization[image: External link] of the Las Vegas Debate created for the Miami Herald[image: External link] by Gramener[image: External link]
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Political parties in the United States






For a complete list, see List of political parties in the United States[image: External link].

Political parties[image: External link] in the United States are mostly dominated by a two-party system[image: External link]. However, the United States Constitution[image: External link] has always been silent on the issue of political parties; at the time it was signed in 1787, there were no parties in the nation. Indeed, no nation in the world had voter-based political parties. The need to win popular support in a republic[image: External link] led to the American invention of voter-based political parties in the 1790s.[1] Americans were especially innovative in devising new campaign techniques that linked public opinion with public policy through the party.[2]

Political scientists and historians have divided the development of America's two-party system into five eras.[3] The first two-party system consisted of the Federalist Party[image: External link], who supported the ratification of the Constitution, and the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] or the Anti-Federalists, who opposed the powerful central government, among others, that the Constitution established when it took effect in 1789.[4] The modern two-party system consists of the Democratic Party[image: External link] and the Republican Party[image: External link]. Several third parties also operate in the U.S., and from time to time elect someone to local office.[5] The largest third party since the 1980s is the Libertarian Party.



TOP
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 History and early political parties




The United States Constitution[image: External link] has never formally addressed the issue of political parties. The Founding Fathers[image: External link] did not originally intend for American politics to be partisan. In Federalist Papers No. 9[image: External link] and No. 10[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton[image: External link] and James Madison[image: External link], respectively, wrote specifically about the dangers of domestic political factions[image: External link]. In addition, the first President of the United States, George Washington[image: External link], was not a member of any political party at the time of his election or throughout his tenure as president. Furthermore, he hoped that political parties would not be formed, fearing conflict and stagnation, as outlined in his Farewell Address[image: External link].[6] Nevertheless, the beginnings of the American two-party system[image: External link] emerged from his immediate circle of advisers. Hamilton and Madison, who wrote the aforementioned Federalist Papers against political factions, ended up being the core leaders in this emerging party system. It was the split camps of Federalists, given rise with Hamilton as a leader, and Democratic-Republicans, with Madison and Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] at the helm of this political faction, that created the environment in which partisanship, once distasteful, came to being.[7][8]
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 First Party System: 1792–1824




Main article: First Party System[image: External link]


The First Party System of the United States featured the Federalist Party[image: External link] and the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] (also called "Democratic-Republican" or "Jeffersonian Republican"). The Federalist Party grew from the national network of Washington's Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton[image: External link], who favored a strong united central government, close ties to Britain, a centralized banking system, and close links between the government and men of wealth. The Republican Party was founded by Madison and Thomas Jefferson, who strongly opposed Hamilton's agenda.[9] The Jeffersonians[image: External link] came to power in 1800 and the Federalists were too elitist to compete effectively. They survived in the Northeast, but their refusal to support the War of 1812[image: External link] verged on secession and was a devastating blow when the war ended well.

The Era of Good Feelings[image: External link] under President James Monroe (1816–1824) marked the end of the First Party System and a brief period in which partisanship was minimal.[10]
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 Second Party System: 1828–1854




Main article: Second Party System[image: External link]




	
Presidential election victories[image: External link][11]




	Party System
	Party A
	Party B



	First
	7
	1



	Second
	5
	2



	Third
	3
	7



	Fourth
	2
	7



	Fifth
	7
	2



	Sixth
	5
	7




In 1829, the Second Party System saw a split of the Democratic-Republican Party into the Jacksonian Democrats[image: External link], who grew into the modern Democratic Party[image: External link], led by Andrew Jackson[image: External link], and the Whig Party[image: External link], led by Henry Clay[image: External link]. The Democrats supported the primacy of the Presidency over the other branches of government, and opposed both the Bank of the United States[image: External link] as well as modernizing programs that they felt would build up industry[image: External link] at the expense of the taxpayer[image: External link]. The Whigs[image: External link], on the other hand, advocated the primacy of Congress[image: External link] over the executive branch[image: External link] as well as policies of modernization and economic protectionism. Central political battles of this era were the Bank War[image: External link] and the Spoils system[image: External link] of federal patronage.[12]

The 1850s saw the collapse of the Whig party, largely as a result of decline in its leadership and a major intra-party split over slavery as a result of the Compromise of 1850[image: External link]. In addition, the fading of old economic issues removed many of the unifying forces holding the party together.
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 Third Party System: 1854–1890s




Main article: Third Party System[image: External link]


The Third Party System stretched from 1854 to the mid-1890s, and was characterized by the emergence of the anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link] (nicknamed "GOP"), which adopted many of the economic policies of the Whigs, such as national banks, railroads, high tariffs, homesteads and aid to land grant colleges. Civil war[image: External link] and Reconstruction[image: External link] issues polarized the parties until the Compromise of 1877[image: External link], which ended the latter. Thus, both parties became broad-based voting coalitions. The race issue pulled newly enfranchised African Americans ( Freedmen[image: External link]) into the Republican party while white southerners ( Redeemers[image: External link]) joined the Democratic Party. The Democratic coalition also had conservative pro-business Bourbon Democrats[image: External link], traditional Democrats in the North (many of them former Copperheads[image: External link]), and Catholic immigrants, among others. The Republican coalition also consisted of businessmen, shop owners, skilled craftsmen, clerks, and professionals who were attracted to the party's modernization policies.[13]
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 Fourth Party System: 1896–1932




Main article: Fourth Party System[image: External link]


The Fourth Party System, 1896 to 1932, consisted of the same interest groups as the Third Party System, but saw major shifts in the central issues of debate. This period also corresponded to the Progressive Era[image: External link], and was dominated by the Republican Party. It began after the Republicans blamed the Democrats for the Panic of 1893[image: External link], which later resulted in William McKinley[image: External link]'s victory over William Jennings Bryan[image: External link] in the 1896 presidential election[image: External link]. The central domestic issues changed to government regulation of railroads and large corporations (" trusts[image: External link]"), the protective tariff, the role of labor unions, child labor, the need for a new banking system, corruption in party politics, primary elections, direct election of senators, racial segregation, efficiency in government, women's suffrage, and control of immigration. Most voting blocs continued unchanged, but some realignment took place, giving Republicans dominance in the industrial Northeast and new strength in the border states. Historians have long debated why no Labor Party emerged in the United States, in contrast to Western Europe.[14]
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 Fifth and Sixth Party Systems: 1933–present




Main articles: Fifth Party System[image: External link] and Sixth Party System[image: External link]


The Fifth Party System emerged with the New Deal Coalition[image: External link] beginning in 1933.[15] The Republicans began losing support after the Great Depression[image: External link], giving rise to Democratic President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] and the activist New Deal[image: External link]. They promoted American Liberalism[image: External link], anchored in a coalition of specific liberal groups, especially ethno-religious constituencies (Catholics, Jews, African Americans), white Southerners, well-organized labor unions, urban machines, progressive intellectuals, and populist farm groups. Opposition Republicans were split between a conservative wing, led by Ohio Senator Robert A. Taft[image: External link], and a more successful moderate wing exemplified by the politics of Northeastern leaders such as Nelson Rockefeller[image: External link], Jacob Javits[image: External link], and Henry Cabot Lodge[image: External link]. The latter steadily lost influence inside the GOP after 1964.[16]

Experts debate whether this era ended (and a Sixth Party System[image: External link] subsequently emerged) in the mid-1960s when the New Deal coalition died, the early 1980s when the Moral Majority[image: External link] and the Reagan coalition[image: External link] were formed, the early 1990s when Third Way[image: External link] emerged among Democrats, the mid-1990s during the Republican Revolution[image: External link], or if the Fifth system continues in some form to the present. Since the 1930s, the Democrats positioned themselves more towards Liberalism[image: External link] while the Conservatives[image: External link] increasingly dominated the GOP.[17] But new voter coalitions emerged during the latter half of the 20th Century, with Conservatives and the Republicans becoming dominant in the South, rural areas, and suburbs; while Liberals and the Democrats increasingly started to rely on a coalition of African-Americans, Hispanics and white urban Progressives.
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 Minor parties and independents




See also: Independent (politician) § United States[image: External link]


Although American politics have been dominated by the two-party system, several other political parties have also emerged throughout the country's history. The oldest third party was the Anti-Masonic Party[image: External link] and was formed in upstate New York in 1828; the party's creators feared the Freemasons[image: External link], believing they were a powerful secret society that was trying to rule the country in defiance of republican principles.[18]
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 Modern U.S. political party system




The modern political party system in the U.S. is a two-party system[image: External link] dominated by the Democratic Party[image: External link] and the Republican Party[image: External link]. These two parties have won every United States presidential election[image: External link] since 1852 and have controlled the United States Congress[image: External link] to some extent since at least 1856[image: External link].
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 Democratic Party




Main articles: Democratic Party (United States)[image: External link] and History of the United States Democratic Party[image: External link]


The Democratic Party is one of two major political parties in the U.S. Founded in 1828 by Andrew Jackson[image: External link], it is the oldest extant voter-based political party in the world.[19][20]

The Democratic Party at its founding supported a different set of issues than it presently supports. From its founding until the New Deal Era, the Democratic Party was generally a classically liberal[image: External link] or libertarian[image: External link] party; it favored small government and states' rights. From its founding until the mid-20th century, the Democratic Party was the dominant party among white Southerners, and as such, was then the party most associated with the defense of slavery. However, following the Great Society[image: External link] under Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link], the Democratic Party became the more progressive party on issues of civil rights, while losing dominance in the Southern states to the Republicans.

The Democratic Party since 1912 has positioned itself as the liberal party on domestic issues. The economic philosophy of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], which has strongly influenced modern American liberalism[image: External link], has shaped much of the party's agenda since 1932. Roosevelt's New Deal coalition[image: External link] controlled the White House until 1968 with the exception of Eisenhower 1953–1961. Since the mid-20th century, Democrats have generally been in the center-left[image: External link] and currently support social justice[image: External link], social liberalism[image: External link], a mixed economy[image: External link], and the welfare state[image: External link], although Bill Clinton[image: External link] and other New Democrats[image: External link] have pushed for free trade[image: External link] and neoliberalism[image: External link], which is seen to have shifted the party rightwards. Democrats are currently strongest on the East[image: External link] and West Coasts[image: External link] and in major American urban centers. African-Americans and Latinos tend to be disproportionately Democratic, as do trade unions[image: External link].

In 2004, it was the largest political party, with 72 million registered voters (42.6% of 169 million registered) claiming affiliation.[21] The former president of the United States, Barack Obama, was the 15th Democrat to hold the office, and from the 2006 midterm elections[image: External link] until the 2014 midterm elections[image: External link], the Democratic Party was the majority party[image: External link] in the United States Senate. Although his party lost the election for president in 2004, Obama would later go on to become president in 2009 and continue to be the president until January 2017.

A 2011 USA Today review of state voter rolls indicates that the number of registered Democrats declined in 25 of 28 states (some states do not register voters by party). During this time, Republican registration also declined, as independent or no preference voting was on the rise. Democrats were still the largest political party with more than 42 million voters (compared with 30 million Republicans and 24 million independents). But in 2011 Democrats numbers shrank 800,000, and from 2008 they were down by 1.7 million, or 3.9%.[22]
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 Republican Party




Main articles: Republican Party (United States)[image: External link] and History of the United States Republican Party[image: External link]


The Republican Party is one of the two major contemporary political parties in the United States of America. Since the 1880s it has been nicknamed (by the media) the "Grand Old Party" or GOP, although it is younger than the Democratic Party.

Founded in 1854 by Northern anti-slavery activists and modernizers, the Republican Party rose to prominence in 1860 with the election of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], who used the party machinery to support victory in the American Civil War[image: External link]. The GOP dominated national politics during the Third Party System[image: External link], from 1854 to 1896, and the Fourth Party System[image: External link] from 1896 to 1932.

Since its founding, the Republican Party has been the more market-oriented of the two American political parties, often favoring policies that aid American business interests. As a party whose power was once based on the voting clout of Union Army veterans, this party has traditionally supported more aggressive defense measures and more lavish veteran's benefits. Though initially founded to oppose slavery, following Richard Nixon's "Southern Strategy[image: External link]" in 1968,[citation needed[image: External link]] the Republican Party has become the less progressive party in areas of racial, gender and identity politics[image: External link]-motivated social justice[image: External link]. Today, the Republican Party supports an American conservative[image: External link] platform, with further foundations in economic liberalism[image: External link], fiscal conservatism[image: External link], and social conservatism[image: External link]. The Republican Party tends to be strongest in the Southern United States and the "flyover states[image: External link]", as well as suburban and rural areas in other states. One significant base of support for the Republican Party are Evangelical Christians[image: External link], who have wielded significant clout in the party since the early 1970s.

President Donald Trump is the 20th and most recent Republican to be elected to the office of President of the United States. Since the 2010 midterm elections[image: External link], the Republicans have held a majority in the United States House of Representatives, and since the 2014 elections, the Senate.[23]
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 Libertarian Party




Main article: Libertarian Party (United States)


The Libertarian Party was founded on December 11, 1971.[24] It is one of the largest continuing third parties in the United States, claiming more than 331,000 registered voters across all 50 states.[25] They currently have about 144 elected officials, more than any of the other minor parties, including 4 state legislators.[26][27]

The 2012 Libertarian Party nominee for United States President was former New Mexico governor, Gary Johnson. He achieved ballot access in every state except for Michigan[image: External link] (only as a write-in candidate) and Oklahoma. He received over one million votes in the election. In 2016[image: External link], Johnson ran again, receiving over four million votes, or 3% of the popular vote.

The Libertarian Party's core mission is to reduce the size, influence and expenditures of all levels of government. To this effect, the party supports minimally regulated markets, a less powerful federal government[image: External link], strong civil liberties[image: External link], drug liberalization[image: External link], separation of church and state[image: External link], open immigration[image: External link], non-interventionism[image: External link] and neutrality[image: External link] in diplomatic relations, free trade[image: External link] and free movement[image: External link] to all foreign countries, and a more representative republic.[28]
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 Green Party




Main article: Green Party (United States)[image: External link]


In the United States, the Green Party has been active as a third party since the 1980s. The party first gained widespread public attention during Ralph Nader[image: External link]'s second presidential run in 2000[image: External link]. Currently, the primary national Green Party organization in the U.S. is the Green Party of the United States, which has eclipsed the earlier Greens/Green Party USA[image: External link].

The Green Party in the United States has won elected office mostly at the local[image: External link] level; most winners of public office in the United States who are considered Greens have won nonpartisan[image: External link]-ballot elections (that is, elections in which the candidates' party affiliations were not printed on the ballot[image: External link]).[29] In 2005, the Party had 305,000 registered members in the District of Columbia and 20 states that allow party registration.[30] During the 2006 elections the party had ballot access[image: External link] in 31 states.[31]

The United States Green Party generally holds a left-wing ideology on most important issues. Greens emphasize environmentalism[image: External link], non- hierarchical[image: External link] participatory democracy[image: External link], social justice[image: External link], respect for diversity[image: External link], peace[image: External link] and nonviolence[image: External link].
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Main article: Constitution Party (United States)[image: External link]


The Constitution Party is a small national right-wing[image: External link] to far-right[image: External link] political party in the United States. It was founded as the U.S. Taxpayers Party in 1992 by Howard Phillips. The party's official name was changed to the Constitution Party in 1999; however, some state affiliate parties are known under different names.

The Constitution Party is strongly Pro-Life (i.e. opposed to abortion), and supports gun rights, and restrictions on immigration. It calls for protectionist trade policies.

In 2006, Rick Jore[image: External link] of Montana[image: External link] became the first Constitution Party candidate elected to a state-level office,[32][33] though the Constitution Party of Montana had disaffiliated itself from the national party a short time before the election.

In 2010 former Congressman Tom Tancredo was the Constitution Party candidate for governor of Colorado coming in second with 617,030 votes, 36.4% and ahead of the Republican candidate, Dan Maes, with 11.1%.

The Constitution Party's 2012 presidential nominee was former Congressmen Virgil Goode[image: External link] of Virginia.

Tennessee Attorney Darrell Castle was the 2016 Constitution Party nominee for President of the United States and Scott Bradley of Utah was the nominee for Vice President.
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Main article: List of political parties in the United States[image: External link]


Besides the Constitution, Green, and Libertarian parties, there are many other political parties that receive only minimal support and only appear on the ballot in one or a few states.
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 Independents




Main article: Independent (politician) § United States[image: External link]


Some political candidates, and many voters, choose not to identify with a particular political party. In some states, independents are not allowed to vote in primary elections, but in others, they can vote in any primary election of their choice.

Although the term "independent" often is used as a synonym for "moderate," "centrist," or "swing voter," to refer to a politician or voter who holds views that incorporate facets of both liberal and conservative ideologies, an independent can be of any ideological or political persuasion.
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See also: Usage of "left–right" politics in the United States[image: External link] and Organization of American political parties[image: External link]


The following table lists some political ideologies[image: External link] most often associated with the five U.S. political parties with the most members, as well the tendencies of the official party positions on a number of reformist issues[image: External link] where positions diverge. Nuances may be found in the parties' respective platforms. Because American political parties are more loosely organized than those in other countries, not all members of a party subscribe to all of its officially held positions, the usual degree of variation generally being higher for the larger parties. Party members may hold different views on legislation to be enacted at the state or federal levels. And elected officials once in office may act contradictory to many of his or her party's positions (this had led to terms such as "Republican In Name Only[image: External link]"). Furthermore, the modern American political spectrum[image: External link], and the usage of left–right politics[image: External link], differs from the rest of the world. For example, the Democratic Party, the primary left-of-center party in the country, generally supports a social liberal[image: External link] position rather than a social democratic[image: External link] one.



	Modern political party comparisons



	Issues
	Green[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Libertarian
	Republican[image: External link]
	Constitution[image: External link]



	Primary related subjects
	

	Green politics[image: External link]

	Eco-socialism[image: External link]

	Left-wing populism[image: External link]




	

	Modern liberalism[image: External link]

	Progressivism[image: External link]

	Social liberalism[image: External link]




	

	Libertarianism[image: External link]

	Classical liberalism[image: External link]

	Fiscal conservatism[image: External link]




	

	Conservatism[image: External link]

	Economic liberalism[image: External link]

	Social conservatism[image: External link]




	

	Social conservatism[image: External link]

	Paleoconservatism[image: External link]

	Fiscal conservatism[image: External link]







	Issues[note 1]
	Abortion restrictions[image: External link]
	No[34]
	No[35]
	No[36]
	Yes[37]
	Yes[38]



	Limiting private financing of campaigns[image: External link]
	Yes[34]
	Yes[35]
	No[36]
	No[39]
	No[40]



	Legalization of same-sex marriages[image: External link]
	Yes[34]
	Yes[35]
	Yes[41]
	No[42]
	No[43]



	Universal health care[image: External link]
	Yes[34]
	Yes[35]
	No[36]
	No[44]
	No[45]



	Progressive taxation[image: External link]
	Yes[34]
	Yes[35]
	No[36]
	No[46]
	No[47]



	Immigration restrictions[image: External link]
	No[34]
	No[35]
	No[48]
	Yes[49]
	Yes[50]



	Capital punishment[image: External link]
	No[34]
	No[35]
	No[36]
	Yes[51]
	Yes[52]



	Drug liberalization[image: External link]
	Yes[53]
	Yes[54]
	Yes[55]
	No[56]
	No[57]



	Civilian gun control[image: External link]
	Yes[53]
	Yes[35]
	No[36]
	No[42]
	No[58]



	Non-interventionist foreign policy[image: External link]
	Yes[34]
	No[35]
	Yes[36]
	No[59]
	Yes[60]





	
^ The top issues in the country are selected for this table.





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Roy Franklin Nichols (1967). The invention of the American political parties[image: External link]. Macmillan.


	
^ Robert J. Dinkin, Campaigning in America: A History of Election Practices. (Greenwood 1989) online version[image: External link]


	
^ Paul Kleppner, et al. The Evolution of American Electoral Systems (1983),


	
^ "The First Political Parties: Federalists and Anti-Federalists"[image: External link]. Boundless Political Science. Boundless.com. May 26, 2016. Retrieved July 27, 2016.


	
^ William B. Hesseltine, Third-Party Movements in the United States (1962)


	
^ Washington's Farewell Address[image: External link] 


	
^ Richard Hofstadter, The Idea of a Party System: The Rise of Legitimate Opposition in the United States, 1780–1840 (1970)


	
^ Gordon S. Wood, Empire of Liberty: A History of the Early Republic, 1789–1815 (Oxford History of the United States)


	
^ William Nisbet Chambers, ed. The First Party System (1972)


	
^ George Dangerfield, The Era of Good Feelings (1952)


	
^ Using the definitions of: First Party System: 1796–1824, Second Party System: 1828–1852, Third Party System: 1856–1892, Fourth Party System: 1896–1928, Fifth Party System: 1932–1964, Sixth Party System: 1968–present


	
^ Daniel Feller, "Politics and Society: Toward a Jacksonian Synthesis," Journal of the Early Republic (1990) 10#2 pp. 135–61 in JSTOR[image: External link]


	
^ Paul Kleppner; Paul. The Third Electoral System 1853–1892: Parties, Voters, and Political Cultures (1979), online edition[image: External link]


	
^ Robin Archer, Why Is There No Labor Party in the United States? (Princeton University Press, 2007)


	
^ Richard Jensen, "The Last Party System: Decay of Consensus, 1932–1980," in Paul Kleppner et al., The Evolution of American Electoral Systems (Greenwood, 1981), pp. 205–06.


	
^ Nicol C. Rae, The Decline and Fall of the Liberal Republicans: From 1952 to the Present (1989)


	
^ Matthew Levendusky[image: External link], The Partisan Sort: How Liberals Became Democrats and Conservatives Became Republicans (U Chicago Press, 2009)


	
^ Richard B. Morris, Encyclopedia of American History, revised edition, Harper & Row (New York), 1961, pp. 170–71


	
^ Witcover, Jules (2003). "1". Party of the People: A History of the Democrats. p. 3. "The Democratic Party of the United States, the oldest existing in the world...."


	
^ Micklethwait, John[image: External link]; Wooldridge, Adrian (2004). The Right Nation: Conservative Power in America. p. 15. "The country possesses the world's oldest written constitution (1787); the Democratic Party has a good claim to being the world's oldest political party."


	
^ Neuhart, Al (January 22, 2004). "Why politics is fun from catbirds' seats"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved 2007-07-11.


	
^ Wolf, Richard (December 22, 2011). "Voters leaving Republican, Democratic parties in droves"[image: External link]. USA Today. Retrieved June 20, 2012.


	
^ "2016 Election News, Candidates & Polls"[image: External link].


	
^ Libertarian Party:Our History[image: External link], LP.org


	
^ "Frequently asked questions about the Libertarian Party[image: External link]", Official Website of the Libertarian National Committee. Retrieved on July 25, 2006.


	
^ "Elected Officials"[image: External link]. Retrieved 6 July 2015.


	
^ "Republicans Who've Jumped Ship to Support Libertarian Gary Johnson for President"[image: External link]. 27 July 2016.


	
^ "The Libertarian Option"[image: External link]. The Libertarian Party. Libertarian National Committee, Inc. Retrieved 5 July 2014.


	
^ Green elected officials[image: External link]


	
^ "Green Party Ballot Status and Voter Registration Totals (United States)[image: External link]". Greens.org. Retrieved April 12, 2006.


	
^ "Greens Win Ballot Access in 31 States, Up From 17 in January[image: External link]". Green Party press release, September 5, 2006.


	
^ "State Legislature results"[image: External link], Missoulian, November 8, 2006, retrieved November 8, 2006


	
^ Control of state Legislature unclear[image: External link], Helena Independent Record


	
^ a b c d e f g h "Green Party 2004 Platform"[image: External link] (PDF). Green Party[image: External link]. 2004. Retrieved 2011-05-12.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i "The 2012 Democratic Party Platform: Moving America forward"[image: External link]. Democratic Party[image: External link]. 2012. Retrieved 2012-09-14.


	
^ a b c d e f g "Libertarian Party Platform"[image: External link]. Libertarian Party. 2010. Retrieved 2011-05-12.


	
^ "2004 Republican Party Platform: on Abortion"[image: External link]. United States Republican Party[image: External link]. 2004. Retrieved 2007-02-12.


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Sanctity of Life)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ "Republican Platform: Protecting the Right to Vote in Fair Elections"[image: External link]. United States Republican Party[image: External link]. 2008. Retrieved 2011-05-12.


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Election Reform)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ "Libertarians press Congress on DOMA, ‘don’t’ ask, don’t tell’"[image: External link]. Libertarian Party. 2009-08-17. Retrieved 2009-08-26. Libertarians are the only party committed to equal justice under the law, whether it is protection from violence, marriage equality or the ability of a qualified person to serve in the military


	
^ a b "2008 Republican Platform: Values"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 11 September 2008.


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Family)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ "2008 Republican Platform: Health Care"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 6 January 2012. Retrieved 6 July 2015.


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Health Care and Government)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ Republican 2008 Platform: Government Reform[image: External link]


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Taxes)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ "Immigration"[image: External link]. Libertarian Party. Retrieved 6 July 2015.


	
^ Republican 2008 Platform: National Security[image: External link]


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Immigration)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2008-03-25.


	
^ Republican 2008 Platform: Crime[image: External link]


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Crime)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2012-02-12. We favor the right of states and localities to execute criminals convicted of capital crimes and to require restitution for the victims of criminals.


	
^ a b "II. SOCIAL JUSTICE"[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 October 2016.


	
^ "Democrats.org"[image: External link].


	
^ "LP Monday Message: 20 Obama problems, 20 Libertarian solutions"[image: External link]. Libertarian National Committee. 25 April 2011.


	
^ "2012 GOP Platform"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Drug Abuse)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 17 July 2012. Retrieved 12 February 2012.


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Gun Control)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2012-02-12.


	
^ "2016 GOP Platform"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ "Constitution Party Platform (Foreign Policy)"[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2012-07-17. Retrieved 2012-02-12.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 Further reading





	Critchlow, Donald T. American Political History: A Very Short Introduction (2015)

	Dinkin, Robert J. Campaigning in America: A History of Election Practices. Greenwood (1989)

	Foley, Edward B. Ballot Battles: The History of Disputed Elections in the United States ( Oxford University Press, 2016). xiv, 479 pp.

	Kleppner, Paul, ed. The evolution of American electoral systems (1981) experts review the 1st to 5th party systems..

	Schlozman, Daniel. When Movements Anchor Parties: Electoral Alignments in American History (Princeton University Press, 2015) xiv, 267 pp.

	
Schlesinger, Jr., Arthur Meier[image: External link] ed. History of American Presidential Elections, 1789–2000 (various multivolume editions, latest is 2001). For each election includes history and selection of primary documents. Essays on some elections are reprinted in Schlesinger, The Coming to Power: Critical presidential elections in American history (1972)

	Schlesinger, Arthur Meier, Jr. ed. History of U.S. Political Parties (1973) multivolume

	Shafer, Byron E. and Anthony J. Badger, eds. Contesting Democracy: Substance and Structure in American Political History, 1775–2000 (2001), collection of new essays by specialists on each time period:

	includes: "State Development in the Early Republic: 1775–1840" by Ronald P. Formisano; "The Nationalization and Racialization of American Politics: 1790–1840" by David Waldstreicher; "'To One or Another of These Parties Every Man Belongs;": 1820–1865 by Joel H. Silbey; "Change and Continuity in the Party Period: 1835–1885" by Michael F. Holt; "The Transformation of American Politics: 1865–1910" by Peter H. Argersinger; "Democracy, Republicanism, and Efficiency: 1885–1930" by Richard Jensen; "The Limits of Federal Power and Social Policy: 1910–1955" by Anthony J. Badger; "The Rise of Rights and Rights Consciousness: 1930–1980" by James T. Patterson, Brown University; and "Economic Growth, Issue Evolution, and Divided Government: 1955–2000" by Byron E. Shafer









Categories[image: External link]:

	Political parties in the United States[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 7 June 2017, at 18:06.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Political parties in the United States: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_parties_in_the_United_States [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Political_parties_in_the_United_States [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Aggregate polls

	2 Individual polls

	3 Post election analysis

	4 See also

	5 References





Nationwide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016






This page lists nationwide public opinion polls[image: External link] that have been conducted relating to the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link]. The two major party candidates were chosen at the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] and Republican National Convention in July 2016.

Donald Trump won the general election of Tuesday, November 8, 2016 despite being behind in nearly all opinion polls.[1][2] Media analysts differ as to why the polling industry was unable to correctly forecast the result.[1][2] Two daily tracking polls, the UPI/CVoter poll and the University of Southern California/Los Angeles Times poll were the only polls that often predicted a Trump popular vote victory or showed a nearly tied election.[3] Trump ultimately lost the popular vote while winning the electoral college[image: External link].



TOP
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 Aggregate polls




Poll numbers verified as of November 8, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary

Clinton

Democratic
	Donald

Trump

Republican
	Gary

Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill

Stein

Green
	Leading by

( points[image: External link])



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	47.2%
	43.6%
	N/A
	3.6



	BBC[image: External link]
	48.0%
	44.0%
	4.0



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.0%
	43.8%
	3.2



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	47.3%
	42.0%
	5.3



	New York Times[image: External link]
	45.9%
	42.8%
	3.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.8%
	43.6%
	3.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	48.8%
	43.9%
	4.9



	Three-way
	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	45.7%
	41.8%
	4.8%
	N/A
	3.9



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	45.7%
	40.8%
	5.0%
	4.9



	New York Times[image: External link]
	45.4%
	42.3%
	5.0%
	3.1



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.0%
	44.1%
	4.9%
	1.9



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.6%
	42.5%
	4.8%
	2.1%
	3.1



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.3%
	42.0%
	4.8%
	2.1%
	3.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.5%
	42.2%
	4.7%
	1.9%
	3.3



	CNN Poll of Polls[image: External link]
	46.0%
	42.0%
	5.0%
	2.0%
	4.0



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.6%
	43.8%
	4.6%
	2.7%
	2.8



	Election results
	
	48.1%
	46.0%
	3.3%
	1.1%
	2.1
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	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading by

( points[image: External link])
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	UPI/CVoter[4]
	November 1–7, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,728
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/The Economist[5]
	November 4–7, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	3,677
	± 1.7%



	Bloomberg News/Selzer[6]
	November 4–6, 2016
	46%
	43%
	3
	799
	± 3.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[7]
	November 3–6, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	2,220
	± 2.5%



	Fox News[8]
	November 3–6, 2016
	48%
	44%
	4
	1,295
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[9]
	November 3–6, 2016
	43%
	42%
	1
	1,026
	± 3.1%



	Monmouth University[10]
	November 3–6, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	802
	± 3.6%



	Ipsos/Reuters[11]
	November 2–6, 2016
	44%
	39%
	5
	2,195
	± 2.4%



	CBS News/New York Times[12]
	November 2–6, 2016
	47%
	43%
	4
	1,426
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[13]
	October 31 – November 6, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	70,194
	± 1.0%



	CCES/YouGov[14]
	October 4 – November 6, 2016
	43%
	39%
	4
	84,292
	±%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[15]
	November 3–5, 2016
	48%
	43%
	5
	1,282
	± 2.73%



	ABC News/Washington Post[16]
	November 2–5, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	1,937
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[17]
	November 2–5, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	903
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[18]
	October 30 – November 5, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,572
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[19]
	October 30 – November 5, 2016
	43%
	48%
	5
	2,988
	± 4.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[20]
	November 1–4, 2016
	49%
	44%
	5
	1,685
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[21]
	November 1–4, 2016
	46%
	43%
	3
	804
	± 3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[22]
	October 31 – November 4, 2016
	44%
	40%
	4
	2,244
	± 2.4%



	UPI/CVoter[23]
	October 29 – November 4, 2016
	49%
	48%
	1
	1,497
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[24]
	October 29 – November 4, 2016
	43%
	48%
	5
	2,987
	± 4.5%



	Fox News[25]
	November 1–3, 2016
	46%
	45%
	1
	1,107
	± 3.0%



	McClatchy/Marist[26]
	November 1–3, 2016
	46%
	44%
	2
	940
	± 3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[27]
	October 30 – November 3, 2016
	44%
	39%
	5
	2,021
	± 2.6%



	ABC News/Washington Post[28]
	October 31 – November 3, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	1,419
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[29]
	October 30 – November 3, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	898
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[30]
	October 28 – November 3, 2016
	49%
	48%
	1
	1,395
	± 3.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[31]
	October 30 – November 2, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,151
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[32]
	October 29 – November 2, 2016
	45%
	39%
	6
	1,858
	± 2.6%



	IBD/TIPP[33]
	October 29 – November 2, 2016
	44%
	44%
	Tied
	867
	± 3.4%



	UPI/CVoter[34]
	October 27 – November 2, 2016
	49%
	48%
	1
	1,329
	± 3.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[35]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	1,167
	± 3.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[36]
	October 28 – November 1, 2016
	47%
	44%
	3
	1,333
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[37]
	October 28 – November 1, 2016
	45%
	39%
	6
	1,772
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/The Economist[38]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	48%
	45%
	3
	1,233
	± 3.2%



	IBD/TIPP[39]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	44%
	44%
	Tied
	862
	± 3.4%



	UPI/CVoter[40]
	October 26 – November 1, 2016
	49%
	48%
	1
	1,383
	±3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[41]
	October 26 – November 1, 2016
	42%
	48%
	6
	3,004
	± 4.5%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[42]
	October 31, 2016
	50%
	50%
	Tied
	5,360
	± 1.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[43]
	October 28–31, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,182
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[44]
	October 26–31, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	1,018
	± 3.2%



	Politico/Morning Consult[45]
	October 29–30, 2016
	46%
	43%
	3
	1,772
	± 2.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[46]
	October 27–30, 2016
	52%
	47%
	5
	2,075
	± 3.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[47]
	October 27–30, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,167
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[48]
	October 26–30, 2016
	44%
	39%
	5
	1,264
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[49]
	October 25–30, 2016
	45%
	43%
	2
	993
	± 3.2%



	UPI/CVoter[50]
	October 24–30, 2016
	49%
	48%
	1
	1,299
	±3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[51]
	October 24–30, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	40,816
	± 1.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[52]
	October 26–29, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	1,165
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[53]
	October 24–29, 2016
	45%
	41%
	4
	1,039
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[54]
	October 23–29, 2016
	48%
	48%
	Tied
	1,317
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[55]
	October 27–28, 2016
	46%
	41%
	5
	1,794
	± 2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	October 25–28, 2016
	46%
	45%
	1
	1,160
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[57]
	October 23–28, 2016
	46%
	41%
	5
	1,013
	± 3.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[58]
	October 24–27, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,148
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[59]
	October 22–27, 2016
	45%
	42%
	3
	973
	± 3.3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[60]
	October 21–27, 2016
	42%
	36%
	6
	1,627
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[61]
	October 21–27, 2016
	44%
	46%
	2
	3,248
	± 4.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[62]
	October 23–26, 2016
	50%
	45%
	5
	1,150
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/The Economist[63]
	October 22–26, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,376
	± 3.1%



	IBD/TIPP[64]
	October 21–26, 2016
	44%
	42%
	2
	945
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[65]
	October 20–26, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	1,363
	± 3.0%



	Fox News[66]
	October 22–25, 2016
	49%
	44%
	5
	1,221
	± 2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[67]
	October 22–25, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	1,135
	± 3.0%



	Pew Research Center[68]
	October 20–25, 2016
	50%
	43%
	7
	2,120
	± 2.4%



	IBD/TIPP[69]
	October 20–25, 2016
	43%
	41%
	2
	921
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[70]
	October 19–25, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	1,349
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[71]
	October 19–25, 2016
	44%
	45%
	1
	3,145
	± 4.5%



	CNBC[72]
	October 21–24, 2016
	47%
	37%
	10
	804
	± 3.5%



	ABC News[73]
	October 21–24, 2016
	51%
	43%
	8
	1,119
	± 3.0%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[74]
	October 21–24, 2016
	53%
	41%
	12
	900
	± 3.27%



	Associated Press/GFK[75]
	October 20–24, 2016
	54%
	41%
	13
	1,546
	± 2.75%



	USA Today/Suffolk University[76]
	October 20–24, 2016
	49%
	39%
	10
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[77]
	October 20–24, 2016
	43%
	37%
	6
	1,170
	± 3.3%



	IBD/TIPP[78]
	October 19–24, 2016
	43%
	42%
	1
	873
	± 3.6%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[79]
	October 20–23, 2016
	50%
	50%
	Tied
	2,109
	± 2.1%



	ABC News[80]
	October 20–23, 2016
	53%
	41%
	12
	1,155
	± 3.0%



	CNN/ORC[81]
	October 20–23, 2016
	51%
	45%
	6
	779
	± 3.5%



	IBD/TIPP[82]
	October 18–23, 2016
	42%
	42%
	Tied
	815
	± 3.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[83]
	October 17–23, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	32,225
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[84]
	October 17–23, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,414
	± 3.0%



	ABC News[85]
	October 20–22, 2016
	53%
	41%
	12
	874
	± 3.5%



	IBD/TIPP[86]
	October 17–22, 2016
	42%
	43%
	1
	783
	± 3.6%



	IBD/TIPP[87]
	October 16–21, 2016
	42%
	42%
	Tied
	791
	± 3.6%



	Politico/Morning Consult[88]
	October 19–20, 2016
	46%
	40%
	6
	1,395
	± 3.0%



	American Research Group[89]
	October 17–20, 2016
	49%
	42%
	7
	1,006
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[90]
	October 15–20, 2016
	43%
	41%
	2
	789
	± 3.6%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[91]
	October 14–20, 2016
	44%
	45%
	1
	3,001
	± 4.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[92]
	October 14–20, 2016
	44%
	40%
	4
	1,640
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[93]
	October 14–19, 2016
	43%
	41%
	2
	779
	± 3.6%



	Quinnipiac University[94]
	October 17–18, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	1,007
	± 3.1%



	YouGov/The Economist[95]
	October 15–18, 2016
	47%
	43%
	4
	1,300
	± 4.0%



	IBD/TIPP[96]
	October 13–18, 2016
	44%
	41%
	3
	782
	± 3.6%



	Fox News[97]
	October 15–17, 2016
	49%
	42%
	7
	912
	± 3.0%



	Bloomberg Politics[98]
	October 14–17, 2016
	50%
	41%
	9
	1,006
	± 3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[99]
	October 13–17, 2016
	43%
	39%
	4
	1,190
	± 3.2%



	Public Religion Research Institute/The Atlantic[100]
	October 12–17, 2016
	51%
	36%
	15
	692
	±4.4%



	UPI/CVoter[101]
	October 11–17, 2016
	51%
	46%
	5
	1,326
	± 3.0%



	Monmouth University[102]
	October 14–16, 2016
	53%
	41%
	12
	805
	± 3.5%



	CBS News[103]
	October 12–16, 2016
	51%
	40%
	11
	1,411
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[104]
	October 10–16, 2016
	51%
	43%
	8
	24,804
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[105]
	October 10–16, 2016
	50%
	46%
	4
	1,325
	± 3.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[106]
	October 13–15, 2016
	46%
	41%
	5
	1,737
	± 2.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[107]
	October 10–13, 2016
	51%
	41%
	10
	905
	±3.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[108]
	October 10–13, 2016
	50%
	46%
	4
	740
	±4.0%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[109]
	October 9–13, 2016
	46%
	41%
	5
	1,001
	±3.1%



	George Washington University[110]
	October 8–13, 2016
	47%
	39%
	8
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	UPI/CVoter[111]
	October 7–13, 2016
	50%
	45%
	5
	1,482
	± 3.0%



	Fox News[112]
	October 10–12, 2016
	49%
	41%
	8
	917
	± 3.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[113]
	October 10, 2016
	46%
	41%
	5
	1,757
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[114]
	October 8–10, 2016
	50%
	40%
	10
	900
	± 3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[115]
	October 6–10, 2016
	44%
	37%
	7
	2,363
	± 2.3%



	UPI/CVoter[116]
	October 4–10, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	1,367
	± 3.0%



	Pew Research Center[117]
	September 27 – October 10, 2016
	53%
	44%
	9
	3,616
	± 2.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[118]
	October 8–9, 2016
	52%
	38%
	14
	422
	± 4.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[119]
	October 3–9, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	23,329
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[120]
	October 3–9, 2016
	49%
	44%
	5
	1,801
	± 3.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[121]
	October 8, 2016
	45%
	41%
	4
	1,390
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/The Economist[122]
	October 7–8, 2016
	48%
	43%
	5
	1,300
	± 4.2%



	Morning Consult[123]
	October 5–6, 2016
	44%
	42%
	2
	1,775
	± 2.0%



	Quinnipiac University[124]
	October 5–6, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	1,064
	± 3.0%



	Fox News[125]
	October 3–6, 2016
	48%
	44%
	4
	896
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[126]
	September 30 – October 6, 2016
	43%
	38%
	5
	1,695
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[127]
	September 30 – October 6, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,774
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[128]
	September 28 – October 4, 2016
	47%
	48%
	1
	1,274
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[129]
	September 28 – October 4, 2016
	43%
	47%
	4
	2,369
	± 4.5%



	YouGov/The Economist[130]
	October 1–3, 2016
	48%
	43%
	5
	911
	± 3.9%



	Ipsos/Reuters[131]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	44%
	37%
	7
	1,928
	± 2.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[132]
	September 30 – October 2, 2016
	46%
	39%
	7
	1,778
	± 2.0%



	Farleigh Dickinson/SSRS[133]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	50%
	40%
	10
	788
	± 4.4%



	CBS News/New York Times[134]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	49%
	43%
	6
	1,501
	± 3.0%



	CNN/ORC[135]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	47%
	42%
	5
	1,501
	± 2.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[136]
	September 26 – October 2, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	26,925
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[137]
	September 26 – October 2, 2016
	47%
	49%
	2
	1,285
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[138]
	September 24–30, 2016
	42%
	47%
	5
	2,526
	± 4.5%



	Fox News[139]
	September 27–29, 2016
	49%
	44%
	5
	911
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[140]
	September 23–29, 2016
	43%
	38%
	5
	2,501
	± 2.0%



	UPI/CVoter[141]
	September 23–29, 2016
	47%
	49%
	2
	1,236
	± 3.0%



	Public Policy Polling[142]
	September 27–28, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	993
	± 3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[143]
	September 27–28, 2016
	42%
	38%
	4
	1,336
	± 3.1%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[144]
	September 27, 2016
	50%
	50%
	Tied
	3,386
	± 1.7%



	Echelon Insights[145]
	September 26–27, 2016
	47%
	42%
	5
	1,833
	±%



	Morning Consult[146]
	September 26–27, 2016
	45%
	41%
	4
	1,253
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[147]
	September 21–27, 2016
	48%
	48%
	Tied
	1,239
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[148]
	September 22–26, 2016
	44%
	38%
	6
	1,041
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[149]
	September 22–25, 2016
	47%
	46%
	1
	1,115
	± 2.9%



	Monmouth University[150]
	September 22–25, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	729
	± 3.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[151]
	September 19–25, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	13,598
	± 1.1%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[152]
	September 19–25, 2016
	42%
	46%
	4
	2,726
	± 4.5%



	UPI/CVoter[153]
	September 19–25, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,052
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[154]
	September 22–24, 2016
	44%
	42%
	2
	1,712
	± 2.0%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[155]
	September 21–24, 2016
	46%
	46%
	Tied
	1,002
	± 3.1%



	ABC News/Washington Post[156]
	September 19–22, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	651
	± 4.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[157]
	September 16–22, 2016
	41%
	37%
	4
	1,559
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[158]
	September 15–21, 2016
	43%
	45%
	2
	2,623
	± 2.3%



	American Research Group[159]
	September 17–20, 2016
	47%
	44%
	3
	990
	± 3.2%



	McClatchy/Marist[160]
	September 15–20, 2016
	48%
	41%
	7
	758
	± 3.6%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[161]
	September 14–20, 2016
	42%
	46%
	4
	2,629
	± 2.3%



	YouGov/Economist[162]
	September 18–19, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	936
	± 4.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[163]
	September 16–19, 2016
	48%
	41%
	7
	922
	± 3.23%



	Ipsos/Reuters[164]
	September 15–19, 2016
	39%
	39%
	Tied
	1,111
	± 3.4%



	Associated Press/GFK[165]
	September 15–19, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	1,251
	± 2.5%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[166]
	September 13–19, 2016
	42%
	47%
	5
	2,524
	± 2.2%



	UPI/CVoter[167]
	September 12–18, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,203
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[168]
	September 12–18, 2016
	50%
	45%
	5
	13,230
	± 1.2%



	UPI/CVoter[169]
	September 10–16, 2016
	47%
	47%
	Tied
	1,246
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[170]
	September 9–15, 2016
	47%
	48%
	1
	1,229
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[171]
	September 9–15, 2016
	42%
	38%
	4
	1,579
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[172]
	September 9–15, 2016
	41%
	47%
	6
	2,497
	± 2.8%



	Fox News[173]
	September 11–14, 2016
	45%
	46%
	1
	867
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[174]
	September 8–14, 2016
	47%
	48%
	1
	1,265
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[175]
	September 8–14, 2016
	41%
	47%
	6
	2,499
	± 3.1%



	YouGov/Economist[176]
	September 10–13, 2016
	46%
	44%
	2
	1,087
	± 4.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[177]
	September 9–13, 2016
	46%
	44%
	2
	1,433
	± 3%



	Quinnipiac University[178]
	September 8–13, 2016
	48%
	43%
	5
	960
	± 3.2%



	UPI/CVoter[179]
	September 7–13, 2016
	47%
	48%
	1
	1,245
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[180]
	September 7–13, 2016
	42%
	47%
	5
	2,550
	± 2.7%



	Ipsos/Reuters[181]
	September 8–12, 2016
	40%
	39%
	1
	1,127
	± 3.3%



	UPI/CVoter[182]
	September 6–12, 2016
	46%
	49%
	3
	1,232
	± 3.0%



	Pew Research[183]
	August 16 – September 12, 2016
	52%
	44%
	8
	3,941
	± 2.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[184]
	September 5–11, 2016
	48%
	44%
	4
	16,220
	± 1.1%



	UPI/CVoter[185]
	September 5–11, 2016
	46%
	49%
	3
	1,260
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[186]
	September 6–8, 2016
	44%
	43%
	1
	1,710
	± 2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[187]
	September 5–8, 2016
	51%
	43%
	8
	642
	± 4.5%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[188]
	September 2–8, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	2,653
	± 2.4%



	UPI/CVoter[189]
	September 2–8, 2016
	46%
	48%
	2
	1,256
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[190]
	September 1–7, 2016
	47%
	48%
	1
	1,226
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[191]
	September 4–6, 2016
	44%
	42%
	2
	1,077
	± 4.7%



	UPI/CVoter[192]
	August 31 – September 6, 2016
	47%
	47%
	Tied
	1,262
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[193]
	September 1–5, 2016
	40%
	38%
	2
	1,084
	± 3.5%



	UPI/CVoter[194]
	August 30 – September 5, 2016
	48%
	46%
	2
	1,220
	± 3.0%



	CNN/ORC[195]
	September 1–4, 2016
	48%
	49%
	1
	786
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[196]
	August 29 – September 4, 2016
	48%
	42%
	6
	32,226
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[197]
	August 29 – September 4, 2016
	49%
	47%
	2
	1,237
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[198]
	August 28 – September 3, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,242
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[199]
	September 1–2, 2016
	42%
	40%
	2
	2,001
	± 2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[200]
	August 26 – September 1, 2016
	39%
	40%
	1
	1,804
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[201]
	August 26 – September 1, 2016
	44%
	43%
	1
	861
	± 3.4%



	Fox News[202]
	August 28–30, 2016
	48%
	42%
	6
	1,011
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[203]
	August 24–30, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,162
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[204]
	August 25–29, 2016
	40%
	39%
	1
	1,404
	± 3.0%



	Suffolk University/USA Today[205]
	August 24–29, 2016
	48%
	41%
	7
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[206]
	August 23–29, 2016
	50%
	47%
	3
	1,173
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[207]
	August 23–29, 2016
	42%
	45%
	3
	2,500
	± 2.5%



	Public Policy Polling[208]
	August 26–28, 2016
	48%
	43%
	5
	881
	± 3.3%



	Monmouth University[209]
	August 25–28, 2016
	49%
	42%
	7
	689
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[210]
	August 22–28, 2016
	48%
	42%
	6
	24,104
	± 1.0%



	UPI/CVoter[211]
	August 22–28, 2016
	50%
	47%
	3
	1,145
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[212]
	August 21–27, 2016
	50%
	47%
	3
	1,682
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[213]
	August 24–26, 2016
	43%
	40%
	3
	2,007
	± 2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[214]
	August 22–25, 2016
	41%
	36%
	5
	1,154
	± 3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[215]
	August 20–24, 2016
	42%
	35%
	7
	1,049
	± 2.9%



	UPI/CVoter[216]
	August 18–24, 2016
	48%
	49%
	1
	1,720
	± 3.0%



	Quinnipiac University[217]
	August 18–24, 2016
	51%
	41%
	10
	1,496
	± 2.5%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[218]
	August 18–24, 2016
	44%
	44%
	Tied
	2,434
	± 2.3%



	YouGov/Economist[219]
	August 19–23, 2016
	47%
	44%
	3
	1,080
	± 4.1%



	UPI/CVoter[220]
	August 17–23, 2016
	48%
	48%
	Tied
	1,737
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[221]
	August 18–22, 2016
	45%
	33%
	12
	1,115
	± 3%



	UPI/CVoter[222]
	August 16–22, 2016
	48%
	48%
	Tied
	1,752
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[223]
	August 15–21, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,795
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[224]
	August 15–21, 2016
	50%
	42%
	8
	17,451
	± 1.1%



	American Research Group[225]
	August 17–20, 2016
	47%
	42%
	5
	994
	± 3.2%



	Morning Consult[226]
	August 16–20, 2016
	44%
	38%
	6
	2,001
	± 2%



	UPI/CVoter[227]
	August 14–20, 2016
	48%
	47%
	1
	1,191
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[228]
	August 14–20, 2016
	43%
	45%
	2
	2,385
	± 2.8%



	Ipsos/Reuters[229]
	August 13–17, 2016
	41%
	36%
	5
	1,049
	± 2.8%



	UPI/CVoter[230]
	August 11–17, 2016
	50%
	46%
	4
	1,009
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[231]
	August 9–16, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	1,069
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[232]
	August 11–15, 2016
	41%
	35%
	6
	1,132
	± 3%



	Normington, Petts & Associates[233]
	August 9–15, 2016
	50%
	40%
	10
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	UPI/CVoter[234]
	August 9–15, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	1,035
	± 3.0%



	Morning Consult[235]
	August 11–14, 2016
	44%
	37%
	7
	2,001
	± 2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[236]
	August 8–14, 2016
	50%
	41%
	9
	15,179
	± 1.2%



	UPI/CVoter[237]
	August 7–14, 2016
	50%
	45%
	5
	975
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[238]
	August 7–13, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	1,403
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[239]
	August 3–10, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	1,077
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[240]
	August 6–10, 2016
	42%
	36%
	6
	974
	± 2.9%



	YouGov/Economist[241]
	August 6–9, 2016
	48%
	41%
	7
	1,300
	± 4.2%



	UPI/CVoter[242]
	August 3–9, 2016
	48%
	46%
	2
	1,002
	± 3.0%



	Bloomberg Politics[243]
	August 5–8, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	749
	± 3.6%



	Ipsos/Reuters[244]
	August 4–8, 2016
	42%
	35%
	7
	1,152
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[245]
	August 2–8, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4
	993
	± 3.0%



	PSRAI[246]
	August 4–7, 2016
	45%
	39%
	6
	798
	± 3.9%



	UPI/CVoter[247]
	August 1–7, 2016
	49%
	44%
	5
	1,407
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[248]
	August 1–7, 2016
	51%
	41%
	10
	11,480
	± 1.2%



	UPI/CVoter[249]
	July 31 – August 6, 2016
	50%
	43%
	7
	1,036
	± 3.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[250]
	July 31 – August 6, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	2,146
	± 2.8%



	Morning Consult[251]
	August 4–5, 2016
	46%
	37%
	9
	2,001
	± 2%



	ABC News/Washington Post[252]
	August 1–4, 2016
	51%
	44%
	7
	1,002
	± 3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[253]
	July 31 – August 4, 2016
	42%
	39%
	3
	1,154
	± 3.0%



	UPI/CVoter[254]
	July 29 – August 4, 2016
	50%
	44%
	6
	1,060
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[255]
	July 29 – August 4, 2016
	46%
	39%
	7
	921
	± 3.4%



	McClatchy/Marist[256]
	August 1–3, 2016
	48%
	33%
	15
	983
	± 3.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[257]
	July 31 – August 3, 2016
	47%
	38%
	9
	800
	± 3.46%



	Ipsos/Reuters[258]
	July 30 – August 3, 2016
	43%
	39%
	4
	1,072
	± 3.5%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[259]
	July 28 – August 3, 2016
	45%
	44%
	1
	2,175
	± 2.4%



	UPI/CVoter[260]
	July 27 – August 2, 2016
	49%
	46%
	3
	989
	± 3.0%



	Fox News[261]
	July 31 – August 2, 2016
	49%
	39%
	10
	1,022
	± 3%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[262]
	July 27 – August 2, 2016
	44%
	45%
	1
	2,186
	± 2.2%



	YouGov/Economist[263]
	July 31 – August 1, 2016
	46%
	43%
	3
	1,300
	± 4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[264]
	July 28 – August 1, 2016
	43%
	35%
	8
	1,289
	± 3%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[265]
	July 26 – August 1, 2016
	43%
	45%
	2
	2,171
	± 2.5%



	CNN/ORC[266]
	July 29–31, 2016
	52%
	43%
	9
	1,003
	± 3%



	CBS News[267]
	July 29–31, 2016
	47%
	41%
	6
	1,131
	± 3%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[268]
	July 25–31, 2016
	50%
	42%
	8
	12,742
	± 1.2%



	Morning Consult[269]
	July 29–30, 2016
	43%
	40%
	3
	1,931
	± 2%



	Public Policy Polling[270]
	July 29–30, 2016
	50%
	45%
	5
	1,276
	± 2.7%
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 Polls conducted in 2016





Polls in 2016 




	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic

candidate
	 %
	Republican

candidate
	 %
	Leading by %
	Sample

size
	Margin of error



	Ipsos/Reuters[271]
	July 25–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	5
	1,290
	± 2.4%



	Rasmussen Reports[272]
	July 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	1
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[273]
	July 22–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	2
	963
	± 4.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[274]
	July 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	7
	2,150
	± 3%



	Economist/YouGov[275]
	July 23–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	1,300
	± 4.5%



	Morning Consult[276]
	July 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4
	2,502
	± 2%



	CBS News[277]
	July 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	1
	1,118
	± 4%



	CNN/ORC[278]
	July 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	3
	882
	± 3.5%



	University of Delaware[279]
	July 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4
	818
	± 4%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[280]
	July 18–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	1
	12,931
	± 1.2%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[281]
	July 18–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	4
	2,083
	± 3%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[282]
	July 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	2
	3,462
	± 1.7%



	Echelon Insights[283]
	July 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	4
	912
	± ?%



	Ipsos/Reuters[284]
	July 18–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	3
	1,036
	± 4.0%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[285]
	July 16–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2
	2,010
	± %



	American Research Group[286]
	July 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	1
	990
	± 3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[287]
	July 16–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	4
	1,522
	± 2.9%



	Rasmussen Reports[288]
	July 18–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	1
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[289]
	July 13–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	7
	900
	± 3.27%



	Economist/YouGov[290]
	July 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	4
	925
	± 4.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[291]
	July 11–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	1
	9,436
	± 1.4%



	Morning Consult[292]
	July 14–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	2
	2,002
	± 2%



	CNN/ORC[293]
	July 13–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	7
	872
	± 3.5%



	icitizen[294]
	July 12–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	1,000
	± %



	ABC News/Washington Post[295]
	July 11–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	4
	1,003
	± 3.5%



	USC/Los Angeles Times[296]
	July 8–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	1,608
	± 3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[297]
	July 12–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	7
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[298]
	July 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	CBS News/New York Times[299]
	July 8–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Tied
	1,358
	± 3.0%



	The Economist/YouGov[300]
	July 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	2
	1,300
	± 4.2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[301]
	July 4–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	3
	7,869
	± 1.4%



	Morning Consult[302]
	July 8–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	1
	2,001
	± 2%



	McClatchy-Marist[303]
	July 5–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	3
	1,053
	± 3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[304]
	July 2–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	11
	1,345
	± 2.8%



	Rasmussen Reports[305]
	July 5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	2
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[306]
	July 1–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	13
	1,441
	± 3.0%



	The Economist/YouGov[307]
	July 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	1,300
	± 3.9%



	Morning Consult[308]
	June 30 – July 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	1
	2,001
	± 2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[309]
	June 27 – July 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	5
	10,072
	± 1.3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[310]
	June 27 – July 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	9.4
	1,080
	± 3.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[311]
	June 28–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	4
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Suffolk University/USA Today[312]
	June 26–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	5.2
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[313]
	June 25–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	10
	1,247
	± 2.8%



	IBD/TIPP[314]
	June 24–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	4
	837
	± 3.5%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[315]
	June 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Tied
	2,162
	± 2.1%



	Public Policy Polling[316]
	June 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4
	947
	± 3.2%



	Fox News[317]
	June 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	6
	1,017
	± 3%



	Morning Consult[318]
	June 24–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	5
	1,998
	± 2%



	Quinnipiac University[319]
	June 21–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	2
	1,610
	± 2.4%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[320]
	June 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	8
	5,818
	± 1.8%



	Pew Research[321]
	June 15–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	9
	1,655
	± 2.7%



	Ipsos/Reuters[322]
	June 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	14
	1,201
	± 3.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[323]
	June 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	12
	1,001
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[324]
	June 19–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[325]
	June 18–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	10
	1,339
	± 2.8%



	Rasmussen Reports[326]
	June 20–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	5
	1,000
	± 3%



	Economist/YouGov[327]
	June 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	4
	1,011
	± 4.2%



	American Research Group[328]
	June 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	9
	987
	± 3.2%



	Morning Consult[329]
	June 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	2
	3,891
	± 2%



	CNN/ORC[330]
	June 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	891
	± 3.5%



	Monmouth University[331]
	June 15–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	7
	803
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[332]
	June 13–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	6
	16,135
	± 1.1%



	Reuters/Ipsos[333]
	June 13–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	10.7
	1,133
	± 3.4%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[334]
	June 16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	2,197
	± 2.1%



	Rasmussen Reports[335]
	June 14–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	5
	1,000
	± 3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[336]
	June 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	9
	1,323
	± 2.8%



	CNBC[337]
	June 11–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	5
	801
	± 3.5%



	CBS News[338]
	June 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	6
	1,048
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[339]
	June 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	7
	9,355
	± 1.4%



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	13



	Morning Consult[340]
	June 8–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	5
	1,362
	± 3%



	Fox News[341]
	June 5–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	3
	1,004
	± 3%



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	11



	Ipsos/Reuters[342]
	June 4–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	8
	1,716
	± 2.7%



	Rasmussen Reports[343]
	June 6–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	4
	1,000
	± 3%



	Morning Consult[344]
	June 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	4
	4,002
	± 2%



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	13



	YouGov/Economist[345]
	June 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	3
	1,636
	± 3.2%



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	11



	IBD/TIPP[346]
	May 31 – June 5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	5
	828
	± 3.3%



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	10



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[347]
	May 30 – June 5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4
	9,240
	± 1.4%



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	12



	Rasmussen Reports[348]
	May 31 – June 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	1
	1,000
	± 3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[349]
	May 28 – June 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	9
	1,332
	± 2.8%



	Morning Consult[350]
	May 24–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	3
	4,002
	± 2%



	Quinnipiac University[351]
	May 24–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	4
	1,561
	± 2.5%



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	9



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[352]
	May 23–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	2
	12,969
	± 1.2%



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	12



	Ipsos/Reuters[353]
	May 21–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	5
	1,576
	± 2.8%



	Rasmussen Reports[354]
	May 23–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	1
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[355]
	May 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	1
	2,000
	± 3.1%



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	9



	Morning Consult[356]
	May 19–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	3
	2,001
	± 2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[357]
	May 16–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	4
	14,513
	± 1%



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	12



	American Research Group[358]
	May 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Tie
	2,001
	± 2%



	ABC News/Washington Post[359]
	May 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2
	829
	± 3.5%



	Schoen Consulting[360]
	May 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	2
	1,000
	± 3%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[361]
	May 15–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Bernie Sanders
	54%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	15



	Rasmussen Reports[362]
	May 17–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[363]
	May 14–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	5
	1,677
	± 2.7%



	Fox News[364]
	May 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	1,021
	± 3%



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4



	CBS News/New York Times[365]
	May 13–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	6
	1,300
	± 3%



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	13



	McLaughlin[366]
	May 11–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Morning Consult[367]
	May 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	2
	3,971
	± 2%



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	13



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[368]
	May 9–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	12,507
	± 1.2%



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	12



	Ipsos/Reuters[369]
	May 7–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	4
	1,611
	± 2.8%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[370]
	May 10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	1,547
	± 2.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[371]
	May 6–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	1
	1,289
	± 3.0%



	Public Policy Polling[372]
	May 6–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	6
	1,222
	± 3.2%



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	11



	Ipsos/Reuters[373]
	April 30 – May 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	9
	1,277
	± 3.1%



	Morning Consult[374]
	April 29 – May 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	5
	1,976
	± 2.0%



	CNN/ORC[375]
	April 28 – May 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	13
	1,001
	± 3.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[376]
	April 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	2
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[377]
	April 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Tied
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	GWU/Battleground[378]
	April 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	11



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[379]
	April 10–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	11
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	John Kasich
	51%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	12



	Fox News[380]
	April 11–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	7
	1,021
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	John Kasich
	49%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	14



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	John Kasich
	43%
	4



	CBS News[381]
	April 8–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	10
	1,098
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	John Kasich
	47%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	17



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	38%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	John Kasich
	41%
	5



	IBD/TIPP[382]
	March 28 – April 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	12
	902
	± 3.3%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	John Kasich
	45%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	17



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	38%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	John Kasich
	42%
	3



	McClatchy-Marist[383]
	March 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	9
	1,297
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	47%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	John Kasich
	51%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	57%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	20



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	John Kasich
	41%
	11



	Public Policy Polling[384]
	March 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	7
	1,083
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	John Kasich
	45%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Paul Ryan
	39%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Mitt Romney
	32%
	13



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	John Kasich
	44%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	Paul Ryan
	38%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Mitt Romney
	31%
	17



	Bloomberg Politics[385]
	March 19–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	18
	815
	± 5.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	John Kasich
	47%
	4



	Quinnipiac University[386]
	March 16–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	6
	1,451
	± 2.6%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	John Kasich
	47%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	14



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	11



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	John Kasich
	45%
	1



	CBS News/New York Times[387]
	March 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	10
	1,058
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	John Kasich
	47%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	15



	CNN/ORC[388]
	March 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	12
	925
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	48%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	John Kasich
	51%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	58%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	20



	Bernie Sanders
	55%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	13



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	John Kasich
	45%
	6



	Monmouth University[389]
	March 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	10
	848
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	John Kasich
	45%
	6



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[390]
	March 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	13
	1,200
	± 2.83%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	55%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	18



	ABC News/Washington Post[391]
	March 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	9
	864
	± 4%



	Rasmussen Reports[392]
	February 29 – March 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	5
	1,000
	± 3%



	CNN/ORC[393]
	February 24–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	8
	920
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	49%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	55%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	57%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	17



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	8



	Fox News[394]
	February 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	1,031
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	46%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	John Kasich
	47%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	46%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	15



	Suffolk University/USA Today[395]
	February 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	2
	1,000
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	John Kasich
	49%
	11



	Bernie Sanders
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	John Kasich
	44%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	1



	Quinnipiac University[396]
	February 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	1
	1,342
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ted Cruz
	46%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	John Kasich
	47%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	John Kasich
	41%
	4



	Quinnipiac University[397]
	February 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	1,125
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	Tied



	Public Policy Polling[image: External link]
	February 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	7
	1,236
	



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4



	CNN/ORC[398]
	January 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	1,002
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	50%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	47%
	3



	Morning Consult[399]
	January 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	4
	4060
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	2



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[400]
	January 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	10
	800
	± 3.5%



	Bernie Sanders
	54%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	15



	Morning Consult[401]
	January 8–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	3
	2173
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	4



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[402]
	January 10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	2
	2416
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Jeb Bush
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	52%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	51%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ben Carson
	51%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Carly Fiorina
	50%
	Tied



	Fox News[403]
	January 4–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	Tied
	1006
	3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ted Cruz
	50%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	9
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 Polls conducted in 2015





Polls in 2015 




	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic

candidate
	 %
	Republican

candidate
	 %
	Leading by %
	Sample

Size
	Margin of error



	Rasmussen Reports[404]
	December 22–23, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	1
	1000
	± 3.0%



	CNN/ORC[405]
	December 17–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	2
	927
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	49%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	48%
	2



	Ipsos/Reuters[406]
	December 16–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	27%
	12
	1627
	± 2.8–3.7%



	Emerson College Polling Society[407]
	December 17–20, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	5
	754
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	2



	Quinnipiac University[408]
	December 16–20, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	7
	1140
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	13



	Bernie Sanders
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	1



	Fox News[409]
	December 16–17, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	11
	1013
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	2



	Public Policy Polling[410]
	December 16–17, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	1267
	± 2.8%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ted Cruz
	43%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	1



	Morning Consult[411]
	December 11–15, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	8
	4038
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	35%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ben Carson
	39%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	36%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	37%
	9



	ABC News/Washington Post[412]
	December 10–13, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	851
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[413]
	December 6–9, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	10
	1000
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	3



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[414]
	December 7–8, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	1995
	± 2.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	49%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rand Paul
	49%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	48%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ben Carson
	49%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Carly Fiorina
	48%
	4



	Morning Consult[415]
	December 3–7, 2015



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	Tied
	2047
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	2



	USA Today/Suffolk University[416]
	December 2–6, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4
	1000
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	1



	Saint Leo University Polling Institute[417]
	November 29 – December 3, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ben Carson
	38%
	13
	1007
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	35%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Carly Fiorina
	32%
	19



	MSNBC/Telemundo/Marist[418]
	November 15 – December 2, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	11
	2360
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	1



	CNN/ORC[419]
	November 27 – December 1, 2015



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	3
	1020
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	50%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	49%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	47%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	47%
	2



	Quinnipiac University[420]
	November 23–30, 2015



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	43%
	3
	1453
	± 2.6%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	10



	ABC News/Washington Post[421]
	November 16–19, 2015



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	3
	1004
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ben Carson
	40%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	4



	Fox News[422]
	November 16–19, 2015



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	5
	1016
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	3



	Public Policy Polling[423]
	November 16–17, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	2
	1360
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Ben Carson
	46%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Ted Cruz
	44%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	40%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	38%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	3



	McClatchy-Marist[424]
	October 29 – November 4, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	15
	540
	± 4.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Ted Cruz
	43%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Carly Fiorina
	43%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Carly Fiorina
	39%
	14



	Quinnipiac University[425]
	October 29 – November 2, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Ben Carson
	50%
	10
	1144
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ted Cruz
	46%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Ben Carson
	51%
	12



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Marco Rubio
	47%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Ted Cruz
	45%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	42%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	3



	Morning Consult[426]
	October 29 – November 1, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	6
	2350
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	36%
	10



	Bay News 9/News 13/SurveyUSA[427]
	October 28 – November 1, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	4
	2712
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	41%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	40%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	46%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	43%
	3



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[428]
	October 25–29, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	8
	847
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	47%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	5



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[429]
	October 27, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	2606
	± 2%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Jeb Bush
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Rand Paul
	47%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Ted Cruz
	47%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ben Carson
	51%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Carly Fiorina
	48%
	4



	Morning Consult[430]
	October 22–25, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	Tied
	1689
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Carly Fiorina
	37%
	7



	Saint Leo University Polling Institute[431]
	October 17–22, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	9
	1005
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Carly Fiorina
	36%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	34%
	11



	Rasmussen Reports[432]
	October 18–19, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	2
	1000
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Carly Fiorina
	34%
	6



	Morning Consult[433]
	October 15–19, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	9
	2017
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	35%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	35%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Carly Fiorina
	34%
	11



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[434]
	October 15–18, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	2
	400
	± 4.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Ben Carson
	43%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	38%
	12



	Emerson College Polling Society[435]
	October 15–18, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	2
	783
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2



	Bernie Sanders
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Carly Fiorina
	44%
	1



	CNN/ORC[436]
	October 14–17, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5
	956
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	53%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	46%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	2



	Joe Biden
	53%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	10



	Joe Biden
	52%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	8



	Morning Consult[437]
	October 8–12, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	Tied
	2002
	± 2%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Ben Carson
	43%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Carly Fiorina
	36%
	5



	Fox News[438]
	October 10–12, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	3
	1004
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Ben Carson
	50%
	11



	Joe Biden
	50%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	13



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	5



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	4



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	4



	Joe Biden
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	1



	Public Policy Polling[439]
	October 1–4, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	1
	1338
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	4



	Joe Biden
	42%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	3



	Bernie Sanders
	35%
	Ben Carson
	46%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Carly Fiorina
	42%
	1



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	40%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	38%
	Carly Fiorina
	44%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Mike Huckabee
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	John Kasich
	39%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	Tied



	Joe Biden
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	38%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Tied



	Joe Biden
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Tied



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[440]
	September 20–24, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	1
	1000
	± 3.10%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ben Carson
	46%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Carly Fiorina
	45%
	1



	Joe Biden
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	8



	Joe Biden
	56%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	21



	Joe Biden
	49%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	8



	Joe Biden
	47%
	Carly Fiorina
	41%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	52%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	16



	Quinnipiac University[441]
	September 17–24, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	2
	1574
	± 2.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Ben Carson
	49%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Carly Fiorina
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	2



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	5



	Joe Biden
	45%
	Ben Carson
	45%
	Tied



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	43%
	3



	Joe Biden
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	11



	Bernie Sanders
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Ben Carson
	49%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Carly Fiorina
	44%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5



	Fox News[442]
	September 20–22, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4
	1013
	± 3%



	MSNBC/Telemundo/Marist[443]
	August 26 – September 9, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	6
	1115
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	11



	Joe Biden
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	8



	Joe Biden
	56%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	18



	Joe Biden
	50%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	8



	Joe Biden
	54%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	13



	ABC News/Washington Post[444]
	September 7–10, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	1003
	± 4%



	CNN/ORC[445]
	September 4–8, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	49%
	2
	1012
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	51%
	5



	Joe Biden
	52%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	8



	Joe Biden
	54%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	10



	Joe Biden
	47%
	Ben Carson
	50%
	3



	SurveyUSA[446]
	September 2–3, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5
	1000
	± 3.3%



	Bernie Sanders
	40%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4



	Joe Biden
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2



	Al Gore[image: External link]
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	3



	Public Policy Polling[447]
	August 28–30, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Ben Carson
	44%
	Tied
	1254
	± 2.8%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Carly Fiorina
	43%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Carly Fiorina
	38%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	42%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	36%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	6



	Bernie Sanders
	40%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	1



	Joe Biden
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	6



	Joe Biden
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	3



	Fox News[448]
	August 11–13, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Carly Fiorina
	40%
	7
	1008
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	2



	Morning Consult[449]
	August 7–9, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	3
	2029
	± 2.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	35%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	7



	Gravis Marketing[450]
	August 5, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Tied
	1535
	2.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	51%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Scott Walker
	50%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Marco Rubio
	48%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Rand Paul
	47%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Ted Cruz
	47%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ben Carson
	48%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Rick Perry
	48%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Carly Fiorina
	46%
	8



	McClatchy-Marist[451]
	July 22–28, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	6
	964
	± 2.8%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ben Carson
	39%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Carly Fiorina
	35%
	18



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jim Gilmore
	32%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Lindsey Graham
	35%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Bobby Jindal[image: External link]
	36%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	John Kasich
	39%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	George Pataki
	37%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rick Perry
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rick Santorum
	39%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	41%
	7



	Quinnipiac University[452]
	July 23–28, 2015
	Joe Biden
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	1
	1,644
	± 2.4%



	Joe Biden
	49%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	12



	Joe Biden
	43%
	Scott Walker
	43%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Scott Walker
	43%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	45%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	37%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	5



	CNN/ORC[453]
	July 22–25, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	46%
	5
	898
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Scott Walker
	44%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	48%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	59%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	21



	Bernie Sanders
	48%
	Scott Walker
	43%
	5



	Public Policy Polling[454]
	July 20–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	5
	1,087
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	39%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	38%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Carly Fiorina
	37%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	41%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	37%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	7



	Bernie Sanders
	36%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	47%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	10



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	1



	ABC News/Washington Post[455]
	July 16–19, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	6
	815
	± 4.0%



	CNN/ORC[456]
	June 26–28, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	13
	1,017
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	59%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	24



	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	17



	Zogby Analytics[457]
	June 23–25, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	33%
	9
	1,341
	± ?



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Rand Paul
	33%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Marco Rubio
	32%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Scott Walker
	33%
	10



	Fox News[458]
	June 21–23, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Michael Bloomberg[image: External link]
	38%
	6
	1,005
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	Tied



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Carly Fiorina
	39%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Mitt Romney
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Scott Walker
	41%
	6



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[459]
	June 14–18, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	8
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Scott Walker
	37%
	14



	Public Policy Polling[460]
	June 11–14, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	4
	1,129
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ben Carson
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Carly Fiorina
	40%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mike Huckabee
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	4



	Lincoln Chafee
	27%
	Scott Walker
	39%
	12



	Martin O'Malley
	31%
	Scott Walker
	39%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	32%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	8



	Jim Webb
	28%
	Scott Walker
	39%
	11



	CNN/ORC[461]
	May 29–31, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	8
	1,025
	± 3.0%



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	43%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	47%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	46%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Scott Walker
	46%
	3



	ABC News/Washington Post[462]
	May 28–31, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	3
	836
	± 4.0%



	Quinnipiac University[463]
	May 19–26, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	10
	1,711
	± 2.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	37%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	37%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	18



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	38%
	8



	Fox News[464]
	May 9–12, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	1
	1,006
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	43%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Carly Fiorina
	37%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mike Huckabee
	44%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	John Kasich
	40%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	6



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[465]
	April 26–30, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	6
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	44%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	10



	Joe Biden
	40%
	Jeb Bush
	48%
	8



	The Economist/YouGov[466]
	April 25–27, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	34%
	12
	854
	± ?



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	34%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Mike Huckabee
	34%
	14



	Fox News[467]
	April 19–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	4
	1,012
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	6



	Quinnipiac University[468]
	April 16–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	7
	1,353
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mike Huckabee
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	41%
	5



	CNN/ORC[469]
	April 16–19, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	17
	1,018
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	60%
	Ben Carson
	36%
	24



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	19



	Hillary Clinton
	60%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	24



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Mike Huckabee
	37%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	19



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	59%
	Scott Walker
	37%
	22



	Rasmussen Reports[470]
	April 9 & 12, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	38%
	9
	1,000
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	10



	Fox News[471]
	March 29–31, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	Tied
	1,025
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	45%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	6



	Public Policy Polling[472]
	March 26–31, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	6
	989
	± 3.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	37%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	43%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rick Perry
	39%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	4



	Joe Biden
	40%
	Scott Walker
	46%
	6



	Elizabeth Warren[image: External link]
	39%
	Scott Walker
	43%
	4



	ABC News/Washington Post[473]
	March 26–29, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	12
	 ?
	± 4%



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	14



	CNN/ORC[474]
	March 13–15, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	15
	1,009
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Ben Carson
	40%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	15



	McClatchy-Marist[475]
	March 1–4, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	7
	1,036
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rick Perry
	42%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	44%
	4



	Quinnipiac University[476]
	February 26 – March 2, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	3
	1,286
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	38%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	39%
	9



	Rasmussen Reports[477]
	February 28 – March 1, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	36%
	9
	1,000
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ben Carson
	36%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Scott Walker
	41%
	5



	Public Policy Polling[478]
	February 20–22, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	10
	691
	± 3.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ben Carson
	40%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rick Perry
	41%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Scott Walker
	40%
	8



	Joe Biden
	39%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	6



	Elizabeth Warren
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	2



	Fox News[479]
	January 25–27, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	5
	1,009
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	44%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Mitt Romney
	46%
	Tied



	Public Policy Polling[480]
	January 20–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	4
	861
	± ?



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Mitt Romney
	43%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Scott Walker
	42%
	3



	ABC News/Washington Post[481]
	January 12–15, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	13
	843
	± 4%



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Mike Huckabee
	39%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Mitt Romney
	40%
	15



	The Economist/YouGov[482]
	January 10–12, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	32%
	11
	1,000
	± 4.8%



	Greenberg Quinlan Roser Research[483]
	January 5–11, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	12
	950
	± 3.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Mitt Romney
	43%
	6
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 Polls conducted in 2014





Polls in 2014 




	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic

candidate
	 %
	Republican

candidate
	 %
	Leading by %
	Sample

Size
	Margin of error



	CNN/ORC[484]
	December 18–21
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	13
	1,011
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Ben Carson
	35%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	60%
	Ted Cruz
	35%
	25



	Hillary Clinton
	59%
	Mike Huckabee
	38%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	20



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Paul Ryan
	41%
	15



	Fox News[485]
	December 7–9
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	7
	1,043
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	John Kasich
	37%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	11



	McClatchy-Marist[486]
	December 3–9
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	13
	923
	± 3.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Mitt Romney
	41%
	12



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co.[487]
	December 3–5
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	6
	753
	± 3.6%



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Chris Christie
	36%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	33%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Mitt Romney
	39%
	6



	Quinnipiac University[488]
	November 18–23
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	5
	1,623
	± 2.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	37%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Mitt Romney
	45%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Paul Ryan
	42%
	4



	McClatchy-Marist[489]
	September 24–29
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	11
	884
	± 3.3%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	9



	McClatchy-Marist[490]
	August 4–7
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	7
	806
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	6



	Fox News[491]
	July 20–22
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	13
	1,057
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	John Kasich
	35%
	19



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	11



	CNN/ORC[492]
	July 18–20
	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Mitt Romney
	42%
	13
	899
	± 3%



	Quinnipiac University[493]
	June 24–30
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	7
	1,446
	± 2.6%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Chris Christie
	38%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Paul Ryan
	41%
	7



	Rasmussen[494]
	June 14–17 & 20–21
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Ben Carson
	38%
	7
	1,000
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Chris Christie
	33%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	37%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Rick Perry
	36%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	36%
	11



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co.[495]
	June 6–9
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	9
	723
	



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	38%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	36%
	11



	Saint Leo University[496]
	May 28 – June 4
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	35%
	18
	802
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Chris Christie
	34%
	18



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Ted Cruz
	30%
	24



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Rand Paul
	34%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Paul Ryan
	33%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Marco Rubio
	31%
	22



	ABC News/Washington Post[497]
	May 29 – June 1
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	10
	1,002
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[498]
	June 2
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	7
	735
	± 3.6%



	ABC News/Washington Post[499]
	April 24–27
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	12
	855
	± 3.5%



	Fairleigh Dickinson University[500]
	April 21–27
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	33%
	16
	1,051
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	36%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Mike Huckabee
	36%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Paul Ryan
	38%
	8



	Fox News[501]
	April 13–15
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	42%
	9
	1,012
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	9



	McClatchy-Marist[502]
	April 7–10
	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	16
	1,036
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Paul Ryan
	43%
	8



	Public Policy Polling[503]
	March 6–9
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	3
	1,152
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	40%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Mike Huckabee
	42%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Mitt Romney
	43%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Paul Ryan
	43%
	5



	Joe Biden
	41%
	Mike Huckabee
	46%
	5



	Elizabeth Warren
	33%
	Mike Huckabee
	44%
	11



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co.[504]
	March 7–10
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	13
	678
	± >3.1%



	Rasmussen[505]
	March 4–5
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	33%
	14
	1,000
	± 3%



	Fox News[506]
	March 2–4
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	13
	1,002
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Chris Christie
	38%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	16



	McClatchy-Marist[507]
	February 4–9
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	20
	970
	± 3.1%



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Chris Christie
	37%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Mike Huckabee
	41%
	14



	Hillary Clinton
	62%
	Sarah Palin[image: External link]
	35%
	27



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	20



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Mitt Romney
	44%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Marco Rubio
	37%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Paul Ryan
	44%
	8



	CNN/ORC[508]
	January 31 – February 2
	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	20
	900
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Mike Huckabee
	39%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	18



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Paul Ryan
	40%
	15



	Public Policy Polling[509]
	January 23–26
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	2
	845
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	43%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Mike Huckabee
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Paul Ryan
	44%
	2



	Joe Biden
	35%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	11



	Elizabeth Warren
	34%
	Chris Christie
	43%
	9



	ABC News/Washington Post[510]
	January 20–23
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	12
	873
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[511]
	January 15–19
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	11
	1,933
	± 2.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	38%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	35%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	10



	NBC News/Marist Poll[512]
	January 12–14
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Chris Christie
	37%
	13
	1,039
	± 3%
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 Polls conducted in 2013





Polls in 2013 




	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic

candidate
	 %
	Republican

candidate
	 %
	Leading by %
	Sample

Size
	Margin of error



	CNN/ORC[513]
	December 16–19
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	21
	950
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	48%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Ted Cruz
	39%
	19



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Mike Huckabee
	40%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Rick Perry
	39%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Marco Rubio
	37%
	19



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Paul Ryan
	44%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Rick Santorum
	38%
	19



	Public Policy Polling[514]
	December 12–15
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	5
	1,316
	± 2.7%



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Ted Cruz
	41%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Mike Huckabee
	42%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	5



	Joe Biden
	35%
	Chris Christie
	49%
	14



	Howard Dean[image: External link]
	29%
	Chris Christie
	51%
	22



	John Kerry[image: External link]
	35%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	11



	Elizabeth Warren
	33%
	Chris Christie
	49%
	16



	Quinnipiac University[515]
	December 3–9
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	9
	2,692
	± 1.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	37%
	13



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	7



	McClatchy-Marist[516]
	December 3–5
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	12
	1,173
	± 2.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Ted Cruz
	35%
	22



	Hillary Clinton
	59%
	Sarah Palin
	36%
	23



	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Rick Perry
	37%
	21



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Paul Ryan
	40%
	16



	Quinnipiac University[517]
	November 6–11
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Chris Christie
	43%
	1
	2,545
	± 1.9%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	15



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	40%
	9



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Paul Ryan
	40%
	9



	NBC News[518]
	November 7–10
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Chris Christie
	34%
	10
	1,003
	± 3.6%



	Rasmussen[519]
	November 7–8
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	2
	1,000
	± 3%



	Public Policy Polling[520]
	October 29–31
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	39%
	9
	649
	± 3.8%



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Ted Cruz
	33%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	37%
	12



	Joe Biden
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	1



	Joe Biden
	38%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	7



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	10



	Joe Biden
	45%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	7



	Quinnipiac University[521]
	September 23–29
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Chris Christie
	36%
	13
	1,497
	± 2.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Ted Cruz
	31%
	23



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Rand Paul
	36%
	17



	Rasmussen[522]
	September 16–17
	Joe Biden
	35%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	4
	1,000
	± 3%



	Monmouth University[523]
	July 25–30
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	37%
	10
	850
	± 3.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	39%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Ted Cruz
	32%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Marco Rubio
	36%
	11



	Public Policy Polling[524]
	July 19–21
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	3
	800
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	1



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Rand Paul
	39%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Paul Ryan
	44%
	2



	Joe Biden
	41%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	4



	Joe Biden
	39%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	6



	Joe Biden
	43%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	Tied



	Joe Biden
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	Tied



	Joe Biden
	43%
	Paul Ryan
	46%
	3



	McClatchy-Marist[525]
	July 15–18
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	8
	491
	± 4.4%



	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Rick Perry
	36%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Paul Ryan
	37%
	16



	Quinnipiac University[526]
	June 28 – July 8
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	40%
	6
	2,014
	± 2.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Rand Paul
	38%
	12



	Joe Biden
	35%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	11



	Joe Biden
	42%
	Rand Paul
	42%
	Tied



	Quinnipiac University[527]
	May 22–28
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	40%
	8
	1,419
	± 2.6%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	8



	Joe Biden
	38%
	Jeb Bush
	44%
	6



	Joe Biden
	39%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	4



	Public Policy Polling[528]
	May 6–9
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Chris Christie
	44%
	3
	1,099
	± 3%



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	10



	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	10



	Joe Biden
	40%
	Chris Christie
	49%
	9



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Rand Paul
	44%
	2



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	45%
	1



	Public Policy Polling[529]
	March 27–30
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	42%
	4
	1,247
	± 2.8%



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	42%
	7



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Paul Ryan
	43%
	7



	Joe Biden
	40%
	Chris Christie
	49%
	9



	Joe Biden
	47%
	Rand Paul
	43%
	4



	Joe Biden
	46%
	Marco Rubio
	44%
	2



	Joe Biden
	48%
	Paul Ryan
	45%
	3



	McClatchy-Marist[530]
	March 25–27
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Jeb Bush
	38%
	16
	519
	± 4.3%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	43%
	3



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	11



	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Marco Rubio
	40%
	12



	Joe Biden
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	41%
	8



	Joe Biden
	43%
	Chris Christie
	46%
	3



	Joe Biden
	50%
	Rand Paul
	41%
	9



	Joe Biden
	53%
	Marco Rubio
	39%
	14



	Quinnipiac University[531]
	February 27 – March 4
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Chris Christie
	37%
	8
	1,944
	± 2.2%



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Marco Rubio
	34%
	16



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Paul Ryan
	38%
	12



	Joe Biden
	40%
	Chris Christie
	43%
	3



	Joe Biden
	45%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	7



	Joe Biden
	45%
	Paul Ryan
	42%
	3



	Andrew Cuomo[image: External link]
	28%
	Chris Christie
	45%
	17



	Andrew Cuomo
	37%
	Marco Rubio
	37%
	Tie



	Andrew Cuomo
	37%
	Paul Ryan
	42%
	5



	Public Policy Polling[532]
	January 31 – February 3
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Jeb Bush
	43%
	6
	800
	± 3.5%



	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Chris Christie
	41%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Marco Rubio
	41%
	8



	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Paul Ryan
	44%
	6



	Joe Biden
	48%
	Jeb Bush
	45%
	3



	Joe Biden
	44%
	Chris Christie
	44%
	Tie



	Joe Biden
	48%
	Marco Rubio
	43%
	5



	Joe Biden
	49%
	Paul Ryan
	45%
	4



	Purple Strategies[533]
	December 8–10, 2012
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Paul Ryan
	36%
	17
	1,000
	± 3.1%
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 Three-way race






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Leading by

( points[image: External link])
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Google Consumer Surveys[534]
	November 1–7, 2016
	38%
	36%
	5%
	2
	26,574
	± 0.65%



	Angus Reid Institute[535]
	November 1–4, 2016
	48%
	44%
	6%
	4
	1,151
	± 2.9%



	RAND American Life Panel[536]
	October 20 – November 1, 2016
	44%
	35%
	8%
	9
	2,269
	± 1.9%



	Google Consumer Surveys[537]
	October 20–24, 2016
	39%
	34%
	6%
	5
	21,240
	±0.73%



	Public Policy Polling[538]
	October 20–21, 2016
	46%
	40%
	5%
	6
	990
	±3.18%



	Google Consumer Surveys[539]
	October 15–19, 2016
	39%
	34%
	6%
	5
	22,826
	±0.70%



	Google Consumer Surveys[540]
	October 10–14, 2016
	38%
	33%
	7%
	5
	19,900
	±0.75%



	Public Religion Research Institute/The Atlantic[541]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	47%
	41%
	3%
	6
	609
	±3.6%



	Google Consumer Surveys[542]
	September 27 – October 3, 2016
	39%
	34%
	7%
	5
	22,006
	±0.71%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[144]
	September 27, 2016
	47%
	43%
	6%
	4
	3,386
	±1.7%



	Google Consumer Surveys[543]
	September 14–20, 2016
	36%
	35%
	8%
	1
	20,864
	±0.73%





Polls up to August 2, when three-way polls paused 




	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic candidate
	 %
	Republican candidate
	 %
	Libertarian candidate
	 %
	Lead margin



	
Fox News[261]
Sample size: 1,022

Margin of error: ±3%


	July 31 – August 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	9



	
Penn Schoen Berland[544]
Sample size: 1,000

Margin of error: ±3%


	July 29 – August 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	15%
	5



	
CBS News[267]
Sample size: 1,131

Margin of error: ±3%


	July 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	5



	
Morning Consult[269]
Sample size: 1,931

Margin of error: ±2%


	July 29–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	5



	
Morning Consult[276]
Sample size: 2,502

Margin of error: ±2%


	July 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	4



	
CBS News[277]
Sample size: 1,118 adults

Margin of error ±4%


	July 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	1



	
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[289]
Sample size: 900

Margin of error: ±3.27%


	July 13–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	3



	
Morning Consult[292]
Sample size: 2,002

Margin of error: ±2%


	July 14–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	3



	
CBS News/New York Times[299]
Sample size: 1,358

Margin of error: ±3%


	July 8–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Tied



	
Morning Consult[302]
Sample size: 2,001

Margin of error: ±2%


	July 8–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	2



	
Rasmussen Reports[545]
Sample size: 1,000

Margin of error: ±3%


	July 5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	2



	
Morning Consult[308]
Sample size: 2,001

Margin of error: ±2%


	June 30 – July 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	1



	
Fox News[317]
Sample size: 1,017

Margin of error: ±3%


	June 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	5



	
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[546]
Sample size: 900

Margin of error: ±3.27%


	June 23–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	11



	
The Economist/YouGov[547]
Sample size: 1,300

Margin of error: ±3.9%


	June 24–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	5



	
Morning Consult[318]
Sample size: 4001

Margin of error: ±2%


	June 24–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	3



	
Pew Research[321]
Sample size: 1,655

Margin of error: ±2.7%


	June 15–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	9



	
Morning Consult[548]
Sample size: 3891

Margin of error: ±2%


	June 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Tied



	
CBS News[549]
Sample size: 1048

Margin of error: ± 3.0%


	June 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	7



	
Bloomberg Politics[550]
Sample size: 750

Margin of error: ± 3.6%


	June 10–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	12



	
Morning Consult[551]
Sample size: 1004

Margin of error: ± 3%


	June 8–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	6



	
Fox News[552]
Sample size: 1004

Margin of error: ± 3%


	June 5–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	3



	
Rasmussen Report[343]
Sample size: 1000

Margin of error: ± 3%


	June 6–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	1



	
Morning Consult[553]
Sample size: 2001

Margin of error: ± 2%


	June 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson (identified as Independent)
	10%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson (identified as Libertarian)
	10%
	1



	
Morning Consult[356]
Sample size: 2001

Margin of error: ± 2%


	May 19–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	3



	
Fox News[364]
Sample size: 1,021

Margin of error: ± 3.0%


	May 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	3



	
Monmouth University[389]
Sample size: 848

Margin of error ±3.4%


	March 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	8






	Poll source
	Date
	Democratic candidate
	 %
	Republican candidate
	 %
	Third candidate
	 %
	Lead margin



	
ABC News/Washington Post[359]
Sample size: 823

Margin of error: ± 3.5%


	May 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Mitt Romney
	22%
	2



	
Public Policy Polling[384]
Sample size: 1,083

Margin of error ±3.0%


	March 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Deez Nuts
	10%
	5



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Deez Nuts
	8%
	6



	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Rick Perry
	12%
	9



	Bernie Sanders
	43%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Rick Perry
	12%
	9



	
Quinnipiac University[554]
Sample size: 1,342

Margin of error ±2.7%


	February 10–15, 2016
	Bernie Sanders
	38%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Michael Bloomberg
	12%
	Tied



	Bernie Sanders
	39%
	Ted Cruz
	33%
	Michael Bloomberg[image: External link]
	14%
	6



	
Suffolk University/USA Today[555]
Sample size: 1,000

Margin of error ± 3%


	February 11–15, 2016
	Bernie Sanders
	30%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Michael Bloomberg
	16%
	7



	
Quinnipiac University[397]
Sample size: 1,125

Margin of error ±2.9%


	February 2–4, 2016
	Bernie Sanders
	35%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Michael Bloomberg
	15%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	37%
	Ted Cruz
	36%
	Michael Bloomberg
	15%
	1



	
Public Policy Polling[556]
Sample size: 1,236

Margin of error


	February 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Michael Bloomberg[image: External link]
	11%
	4



	Bernie Sanders
	36%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Michael Bloomberg
	13%
	3



	
Luntz Global[557]
Sample size: 900

Margin of error ±3.3%


	January 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	33%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Michael Bloomberg
	29%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Ted Cruz
	35%
	Michael Bloomberg[image: External link]
	28%
	2



	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Marco Rubio
	38%
	Michael Bloomberg
	28%
	3



	
Morning Consult[558]
Sample size: 1,439

Margin of error ±3%


	January 21–24, 2016
	Bernie Sanders
	35%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Michael Bloomberg
	12%
	1



	Bernie Sanders
	36%
	Ted Cruz
	28%
	Michael Bloomberg
	11%
	8



	Bernie Sanders
	36%
	Marco Rubio
	29%
	Michael Bloomberg
	10%
	7



	
Morning Consult[559]
Sample size: 4,060

Margin of error ±2%


	January 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Ted Cruz
	34%
	Michael Bloomberg
	11%
	4



	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Marco Rubio
	33%
	Michael Bloomberg
	10%
	5



	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Michael Bloomberg
	13%
	1



	Saint Leo University Polling Institute[560]
	November 29 – December 3, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	45.4%
	Ted Cruz
	19.9%
	Donald Trump
	26.1%
	19.3



	Hillary Clinton
	44.8%
	Carly Fiorina
	14.9%
	Donald Trump
	29.6%
	15.2



	Hillary Clinton
	44.0%
	Ben Carson
	20.1%
	Donald Trump
	25.7%
	18.3



	Hillary Clinton
	43.3%
	Marco Rubio
	21.8%
	Donald Trump
	25.9%
	17.4



	Hillary Clinton
	43.3%
	Jeb Bush
	19.6%
	Donald Trump
	29.5%
	13.8



	
Saint Leo University Polling Institute[431]

Margin of error ±6.0%

Sample size: 1005


	October 17–22, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42.7%
	Jeb Bush
	22.8%
	Donald Trump
	24.2%
	18.5



	Hillary Clinton
	43.7%
	Carly Fiorina
	22.6%
	Donald Trump
	23.8%
	19.9



	Hillary Clinton
	43.1%
	Ben Carson
	27.9%
	Donald Trump
	20.2%
	15.2



	Hillary Clinton
	43.7%
	Marco Rubio
	24.6%
	Donald Trump
	22.9%
	19.1



	Hillary Clinton
	44.9%
	Ted Cruz
	18.6%
	Donald Trump
	24.1%
	20.8



	Public Policy Polling[447]

Margin of error: ±2.8%

Sample size: 1254
	August 28–30, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	23%
	Donald Trump
	27%
	15



	
Fox News[448]

Sample size: 1008


	August 11–13, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Carly Fiorina
	24%
	Donald Trump
	25%
	17



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Marco Rubio
	30%
	Donald Trump
	22%
	12



	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Jeb Bush
	29%
	Donald Trump
	23%
	13



	McClatchy-Marist[451]

Margin of error: ±2.8%

Sample size: 964
	July 22–28, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Jeb Bush
	29%
	Donald Trump
	20%
	15



	Public Policy Polling[454]

Margin of error: ±4.0%

Sample size: 1,087
	July 20–21, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Jeb Bush
	25%
	Donald Trump
	23%
	18



	ABC News/Washington Post[455]

Margin of error: ±4.0%

Sample size: 815
	July 16–19, 2015
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Jeb Bush
	30%
	Donald Trump
	20%
	17
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 Four-way race






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Leading by

( points[image: External link])
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	YouGov/The Economist[5]
	November 4–7, 2016
	45%
	41%
	5%
	2%
	4
	3,677
	± 1.7%



	Insights West[561]
	November 4–7, 2016
	49%
	45%
	4%
	1%
	4
	940
	± 3.2%



	Bloomberg News/Selzer[6]
	November 4–6, 2016
	44%
	41%
	4%
	2%
	3
	799
	± 3.5%



	Gravis Marketing[562]
	November 3–6, 2016
	47%
	43%
	3%
	2%
	4
	16,639
	± 0.8%



	ABC News/Washington Post[7]
	November 3–6, 2016
	47%
	43%
	4%
	1%
	4
	2,220
	± 2.5%



	Fox News[8]
	November 3–6, 2016
	48%
	44%
	3%
	2%
	4
	1,295
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[9]
	November 3–6, 2016
	41%
	43%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,026
	± 3.1%



	Monmouth University[10]
	November 3–6, 2016
	50%
	44%
	4%
	1%
	6
	802
	± 3.6%



	Ipsos/Reuters[11]
	November 2–6, 2016
	42%
	39%
	6%
	3%
	3
	2,195
	± 2.4%



	CBS News/New York Times[12]
	November 2–6, 2016
	45%
	41%
	5%
	2%
	4
	1,426
	± 3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[563]
	November 2–6, 2016
	45%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	2
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[13]
	October 31– November 6, 2016
	47%
	41%
	6%
	3%
	6
	70,194
	± 1.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[564]
	November 4–5, 2016
	45%
	42%
	8%
	2%
	3
	1,482
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[15]
	November 3–5, 2016
	44%
	40%
	6%
	2%
	4
	1,282
	± 2.73%



	ABC News/Washington Post[16]
	November 2–5, 2016
	47%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	4
	1,937
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[17]
	November 2–5, 2016
	43%
	44%
	5%
	2%
	1
	903
	± 3.3%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[565]
	November 1–5, 2016
	48%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	4
	1,009
	± 3.1%



	ABC News/Washington Post[20]
	November 1–4, 2016
	48%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	5
	1,685
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[21]
	November 1–4, 2016
	44%
	44%
	5%
	2%
	Tied
	804
	± 3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[22]
	October 31 – November 4, 2016
	43%
	39%
	6%
	2%
	4
	2,244
	± 2.4%



	Rasmussen Reports[566]
	November 1–3, 2016
	44%
	44%
	4%
	1%
	Tied
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	Fox News[25]
	November 1–3, 2016
	45%
	43%
	5%
	2%
	2
	1,107
	± 3.0%



	McClatchy/Marist[26]
	November 1–3, 2016
	44%
	43%
	6%
	2%
	1
	940
	± 3.2%



	IBD/TIPP[29]
	October 30 – November 3, 2016
	44%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	Tied
	898
	± 3.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[28]
	October 31 – November 3, 2016
	47%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	4
	1,419
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[27]
	October 30 – November 3, 2016
	44%
	37%
	6%
	2%
	7
	2,021
	± 2.6%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[567]
	November 1–2, 2016
	47%
	45%
	3%
	1%
	2
	2,435
	± 2.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[568]
	October 31 – November 2, 2016
	42%
	45%
	4%
	1%
	3
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[31]
	October 30 – November 2, 2016
	47%
	44%
	3%
	2%
	3
	1,151
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[33]
	October 29 – November 2, 2016
	44%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	Tied
	867
	± 3.4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[32]
	October 29 – November 2, 2016
	45%
	37%
	5%
	2%
	8
	1,858
	± 2.6%



	Rasmussen Reports[569]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	44%
	44%
	5%
	2%
	Tied
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	YouGov/Economist[38]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	46%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	3
	1,233
	± 3.2%



	ABC News/Washington Post[35]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	47%
	45%
	3%
	2%
	2
	1,167
	± 3.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[36]
	October 28 – November 1, 2016
	45%
	42%
	5%
	4%
	3
	862
	± 3.4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[37]
	October 28 – November 1, 2016
	55%
	47%
	5%
	2%
	8
	1,772
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[39]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	44%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	Tied
	862
	± 3.4%



	One America News Network/Gravis Marketing[42]
	October 31, 2016
	46%
	45%
	4%
	2%
	1
	5,360
	± 1.3%



	ABC News/Washington Post[43]
	October 28–31, 2016
	46%
	46%
	3%
	2%
	Tied
	1,167
	± 3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[570]
	October 27–31, 2016
	45%
	45%
	5%
	2%
	Tied
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[44]
	October 26–31, 2016
	45%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	1
	1,018
	± 3.2%



	Politico/Morning Consult[45]
	October 29–30, 2016
	42%
	39%
	7%
	5%
	3
	1,772
	±2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[47]
	October 27–30, 2016
	45%
	46%
	3%
	2%
	1
	1,167
	± 3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[48]
	October 26–30, 2016
	43%
	37%
	6%
	1%
	6
	1,264
	± 3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[571]
	October 26–30, 2016
	45%
	42%
	5%
	2%
	3
	1,500
	± 2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[49]
	October 25–30, 2016
	45%
	44%
	4%
	2%
	1
	993
	± 3.2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[51]
	October 24–30, 2016
	47%
	41%
	6%
	3%
	6
	40,816
	±1.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[52]
	October 26–29, 2016
	46%
	45%
	4%
	2%
	1
	1,165
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[53]
	October 24–29, 2016
	44%
	42%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,039
	± 3.3%



	Red Oak Strategic/Google Consumer Surveys[572]
	October 27–28, 2016
	37%
	37%
	6%
	2%
	Tied
	943
	± 3.7%



	Morning Consult[55]
	October 27–28, 2016
	42%
	39%
	8%
	4%
	3
	1,794
	± 2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	October 25–28, 2016
	46%
	45%
	4%
	2%
	1
	1,160
	± 3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[57]
	October 23–28, 2016
	45%
	41%
	7%
	2%
	4
	1,013
	± 3.3%



	Rasmussen Reports[573]
	October 25–27, 2016
	45%
	45%
	3%
	2%
	Tied
	1,500
	±2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[58]
	October 24–27, 2016
	47%
	45%
	4%
	2%
	2
	1,148
	±3.0%



	IBD/TIPP[59]
	October 22–27, 2016
	44%
	41%
	7%
	2%
	3
	973
	± 3.3%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart[574]
	October 25–26, 2016
	46%
	45%
	3%
	1%
	1
	1,824
	±2.3%



	Rasmussen Reports[575]
	October 24–26, 2016
	45%
	44%
	4%
	1%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[62]
	October 23–26, 2016
	48%
	44%
	4%
	1%
	4
	1,150
	±3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[63]
	October 22–26, 2016
	46%
	41%
	4%
	2%
	5
	1,376
	±3.1%



	Saint Leo University[576]
	October 22–26, 2016
	45%
	34%
	6%
	2%
	11
	1,050
	±%



	IBD/TIPP[64]
	October 21–26, 2016
	43%
	41%
	8%
	2%
	2
	945
	± 3.3%



	Rasmussen Reports[577]
	October 23–25, 2016
	44%
	43%
	4%
	1%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Fox News[66]
	October 22–25, 2016
	44%
	41%
	7%
	3%
	3
	1,221
	±2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[67]
	October 22–25, 2016
	48%
	42%
	5%
	1%
	6
	1,135
	±3.0%



	Pew Research Center[68]
	October 20–25, 2016
	46%
	40%
	6%
	3%
	6
	2,120
	± 2.4%



	IBD/TIPP[69]
	October 20–25, 2016
	42%
	41%
	8%
	3%
	1
	921
	± 3.3%



	CNBC[72]
	October 21–24, 2016
	43%
	34%
	7%
	2%
	9
	804
	± 3.5%



	ABC News[73]
	October 21–24, 2016
	49%
	40%
	5%
	2%
	9
	1,119
	±3.0%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[74]
	October 21–24, 2016
	50%
	38%
	5%
	2%
	12
	900
	± 3.27%



	Associated Press/GFK[75]
	October 20–24, 2016
	51%
	37%
	6%
	2%
	14
	1,546
	± 2.75%



	USA Today/Suffolk University[76]
	October 20–24, 2016
	47%
	38%
	4%
	2%
	9
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[77]
	October 20–24, 2016
	42%
	38%
	7%
	2%
	4
	1,170
	±3.3%



	Rasmussen Reports[578]
	October 20–24, 2016
	43%
	42%
	5%
	2%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[78]
	October 19–24, 2016
	42%
	41%
	8%
	3%
	1
	873
	± 3.6%



	ABC News[80]
	October 20–23, 2016
	50%
	38%
	5%
	2%
	12
	1,155
	±3.0%



	CNN/ORC[81]
	October 20–23, 2016
	49%
	44%
	3%
	2%
	5
	779
	±3.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[579]
	October 19–23, 2016
	41%
	43%
	5%
	3%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[82]
	October 18–23, 2016
	41%
	41%
	7%
	3%
	Tied
	815
	± 3.6%



	Centre College[580]
	October 18–23, 2016
	45%
	40%
	6%
	1%
	5
	569
	±4.1%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[83]
	October 17–23, 2016
	46%
	41%
	7%
	3%
	5
	32,225
	± 1.0%



	ABC News[85]
	October 20–22, 2016
	50%
	38%
	5%
	2%
	12
	1,391
	±3.5%



	IBD/TIPP[86]
	October 17–22, 2016
	41%
	43%
	7%
	3%
	2
	783
	± 3.6%



	IBD/TIPP[87]
	October 16–21, 2016
	40%
	42%
	7%
	4%
	2
	791
	±3.6%



	Politico/Morning Consult[88]
	October 19–20, 2016
	42%
	36%
	9%
	4%
	6
	1,395
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[581]
	October 18–20, 2016
	41%
	43%
	5%
	3%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[92]
	October 14–20, 2016
	43%
	39%
	6%
	2%
	4
	1,640
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[582]
	October 17–19, 2016
	40%
	43%
	6%
	3%
	3
	1,500
	±2.5%



	IBD/TIPP[93]
	October 14–19, 2016
	40%
	41%
	7%
	5%
	1
	779
	±3.6%



	Quinnipiac University[94]
	October 17–18, 2016
	47%
	40%
	7%
	1%
	7
	1,007
	±3.1%



	YouGov/Economist[95]
	October 15–18, 2016
	42%
	38%
	6%
	1%
	4
	1,300
	±3.9%



	IBD/TIPP[96]
	October 13–18, 2016
	40%
	41%
	8%
	6%
	1
	782
	±3.6%



	Fox News[97]
	October 15–17, 2016
	45%
	39%
	5%
	3%
	6
	912
	±3.0%



	Bloomberg Politics[98]
	October 14–17, 2016
	47%
	38%
	8%
	3%
	9
	1,006
	±3.1%



	Rasmussen Reports[583]
	October 13–17, 2016
	42%
	41%
	7%
	2%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[99]
	October 13–17, 2016
	42%
	38%
	6%
	2%
	4
	1,190
	±3.2%



	Monmouth University[102]
	October 14–16, 2016
	50%
	38%
	5%
	2%
	12
	805
	±3.5%



	CBS News[103]
	October 12–16, 2016
	47%
	38%
	8%
	3%
	9
	1,411
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[584]
	October 12–16, 2016
	43%
	41%
	5%
	2%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[104]
	October 10–16, 2016
	46%
	40%
	8%
	4%
	6
	24,804
	± 1.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[106]
	October 13–15, 2016
	42%
	36%
	10%
	3%
	6
	1,737
	±2.0%



	SurveyUSA/Boston Globe[585]
	October 11–14, 2016
	46%
	36%
	5%
	2%
	10
	845
	±3.4%



	Rasmussen Reports[586]
	October 11–13, 2016
	41%
	43%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[107]
	October 10–13, 2016
	48%
	37%
	7%
	2%
	11
	1,000
	±3.1%



	ABC News/Washington Post[108]
	October 10–13, 2016
	47%
	43%
	5%
	2%
	4
	740
	±4.0%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[109]
	October 9–13, 2016
	46%
	41%
	6%
	2%
	5
	1,011
	±3.1%



	George Washington University[110]
	October 8–13, 2016
	47%
	39%
	8%
	2%
	8
	1,000
	±3.1%



	Fox News[112]
	October 10–12, 2016
	45%
	38%
	7%
	3%
	7
	917
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[587]
	October 10–12, 2016
	41%
	43%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Insights West[588]
	October 10–11, 2016
	47%
	41%
	7%
	3%
	6
	953
	±3.2%



	Rasmussen Reports[589]
	October 9–11, 2016
	43%
	39%
	7%
	2%
	4
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[113]
	October 10, 2016
	42%
	37%
	10%
	3%
	5
	1,757
	±3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[114]
	October 8–10, 2016
	45%
	36%
	8%
	2%
	9
	806
	±3.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[590]
	October 6–10, 2016
	44%
	39%
	7%
	2%
	5
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[115]
	October 6–10, 2016
	44%
	37%
	6%
	2%
	7
	2,363
	±2.3%



	Pew Research[117]
	September 27 – October 10, 2016
	46%
	39%
	10%
	4%
	7
	3,616
	± 2.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[118]
	October 8–9, 2016
	46%
	35%
	9%
	2%
	11
	422
	±4.6%



	Rasmussen Reports[591]
	October 5–9, 2016
	45%
	38%
	7%
	2%
	7
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Public Religion Research Institute/The Atlantic[592]
	October 5–9, 2016
	49%
	38%
	2%
	0%
	11
	886
	±3.9%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[119]
	October 3–9, 2016
	46%
	41%
	8%
	3%
	5
	23,329
	±1.0%



	Politico/Morning Consult[121]
	October 8, 2016
	42%
	38%
	8%
	3%
	4
	1,390
	±3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[122]
	October 7–8, 2016
	44%
	38%
	5%
	1%
	6
	1,300
	±4.3%



	Morning Consult[123]
	October 5–6, 2016
	41%
	39%
	9%
	3%
	2
	1,775
	±2.0%



	Quinnipiac University[124]
	October 5–6, 2016
	45%
	40%
	6%
	2%
	5
	1,064
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[593]
	October 4–6, 2016
	43%
	42%
	7%
	2%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Fox News[125]
	October 3–6, 2016
	44%
	42%
	6%
	2%
	2
	896
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[126]
	September 30 – October 6, 2016
	42%
	37%
	8%
	2%
	5
	1,695
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[594]
	October 3–5, 2016
	41%
	43%
	8%
	3%
	2
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[595]
	October 3, 2016
	44%
	44%
	5%
	1%
	Tied
	1,690
	±2.5%



	YouGov/Economist[130]
	October 1–3, 2016
	43%
	40%
	5%
	3%
	3
	911
	±3.9%



	Ipsos/Reuters[131]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	42%
	36%
	8%
	2%
	6
	1,239
	±3.2%



	Rasmussen Reports[596]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	42%
	41%
	9%
	2%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[132]
	September 30 – October 2, 2016
	42%
	36%
	9%
	3%
	6
	1,778
	±2.0%



	Fairleigh Dickinson University[133]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	45%
	36%
	11%
	3%
	9
	385
	±5.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[134]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	45%
	41%
	8%
	3%
	4
	1,217
	±3.0%



	CNN/ORC[135]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	47%
	42%
	7%
	2%
	5
	N/A
	±N/A%



	Rasmussen Reports[597]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	43%
	40%
	8%
	2%
	3
	1,500
	±2.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[136]
	September 26 – October 2, 2016
	46%
	40%
	9%
	3%
	6
	26,925
	±1.0%



	Fox News[139]
	September 27–29, 2016
	43%
	40%
	8%
	4%
	3
	911
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[140]
	September 23–29, 2016
	42%
	38%
	7%
	3%
	4
	2,501
	±2.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[598]
	September 26–28, 2016
	42%
	41%
	7%
	2%
	1
	1,500
	±2.5%



	Morning Consult[146]
	September 26–27, 2016
	41%
	38%
	8%
	4%
	3
	1,253
	±3.0%



	Public Religion Research Institute[599]
	September 1–27, 2016
	49%
	41%
	4%
	1%
	8
	2,010
	±2.8%



	Ipsos/Reuters[148]
	September 22–26, 2016
	42%
	38%
	7%
	2%
	4
	1,041
	±3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[149]
	September 22–25, 2016
	44%
	43%
	8%
	2%
	1
	1,115
	±2.9%



	Monmouth University[150]
	September 22–25, 2016
	46%
	42%
	8%
	2%
	4
	729
	±3.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[151]
	September 19–25, 2016
	45%
	40%
	10%
	3%
	5
	13,598
	±1.1%



	Morning Consult[154]
	September 22–24, 2016
	38%
	39%
	9%
	4%
	1
	1,712
	±2.0%



	YouGov/Economist[600]
	September 22–24, 2016
	44%
	41%
	5%
	2%
	3
	948
	±3.8%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[155]
	September 21–24, 2016
	41%
	43%
	8%
	4%
	2
	1,002
	±3.1%



	ABC News/Washington Post[156]
	September 19–22, 2016
	46%
	44%
	5%
	1%
	2
	651
	±4.5%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[601]
	September 18–22, 2016
	45%
	43%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,017
	±3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[157]
	September 16–22, 2016
	39%
	37%
	7%
	2%
	2
	1,559
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[602]
	September 20–21, 2016
	39%
	44%
	8%
	2%
	5
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[603]
	September 20, 2016
	44%
	40%
	5%
	2%
	4
	1,560
	±2.5%



	McClatchy/Marist[160]
	September 15–20, 2016
	45%
	39%
	10%
	4%
	6
	758
	±3.6%



	YouGov/Economist[162]
	September 18–19, 2016
	40%
	38%
	7%
	2%
	2
	936
	±4.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[163]
	September 16–19, 2016
	43%
	37%
	9%
	3%
	6
	922
	±3.2%



	iCitizen[604]
	September 15–19, 2016
	42%
	37%
	5%
	3%
	5
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[164]
	September 15–19, 2016
	37%
	39%
	7%
	2%
	2
	1,111
	±3.4%



	Associated Press/GFK[165]
	September 15–19, 2016
	45%
	39%
	9%
	2%
	6
	1,251
	±2.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[168]
	September 12–18, 2016
	45%
	40%
	10%
	4%
	5
	13,230
	±1.2%



	Morning Consult[605]
	September 15–16, 2016
	42%
	40%
	8%
	3%
	2
	1,639
	±2.0%



	Saint Leo University[606]
	September 12–16, 2016
	46%
	41%
	9%
	4%
	5
	1,005
	±3.0%



	Fox News[173]
	September 11–14, 2016
	41%
	40%
	8%
	3%
	1
	867
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[607]
	September 12–13, 2016
	40%
	42%
	7%
	2%
	2
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Emerson College[608]
	September 11–13, 2016
	41%
	43%
	9%
	2%
	2
	800
	±3.4%



	YouGov/Economist[176]
	September 10–13, 2016
	42%
	40%
	5%
	3%
	2
	1,087
	±4.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[177]
	September 9–13, 2016
	42%
	42%
	8%
	4%
	Tied
	1,433
	±3.0%



	Quinnipiac University[178]
	September 8–13, 2016
	41%
	39%
	13%
	4%
	2
	960
	±3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[181]
	September 8–12, 2016
	39%
	39%
	8%
	2%
	Tied
	1,127
	±3.3%



	Pew Research[183]
	August 16 – September 12, 2016
	45%
	38%
	10%
	4%
	2
	3,941
	±2.6%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[184]
	September 5–11, 2016
	42%
	40%
	11%
	4%
	2
	16,220
	±1.1%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart[609]
	September 7–8, 2016
	43%
	40%
	7%
	1%
	3
	2,348
	±2.0%



	Morning Consult[186]
	September 6–8, 2016
	43%
	41%
	10%
	3%
	2
	1,710
	±2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[187]
	September 5–8, 2016
	46%
	41%
	9%
	2%
	5
	642
	±4.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[610]
	September 6–7, 2016
	43%
	39%
	9%
	2%
	4
	1,000
	±3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[191]
	September 4–6, 2016
	40%
	38%
	7%
	5%
	2
	1,077
	±4.7%



	Ipsos/Reuters[193]
	September 1–5, 2016
	40%
	38%
	8%
	3%
	2
	1,084
	±3.5%



	CNN/ORC[195]
	September 1–4, 2016
	43%
	45%
	7%
	2%
	2
	786
	±3.5%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[611]
	August 31 – September 4, 2016
	44%
	41%
	8%
	3%
	3
	1,025
	±3.1%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[196]
	August 29 – September 4, 2016
	41%
	37%
	12%
	4%
	4
	32,226
	±1.0%



	Morning Consult[199]
	September 1–2, 2016
	38%
	36%
	9%
	4%
	2
	2,001
	±2.0%



	George Washington University[612]
	August 28 – September 1, 2016
	42%
	40%
	11%
	3%
	2
	1,000
	±3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[200]
	August 26 – September 1, 2016
	39%
	39%
	7%
	2%
	Tied
	1,804
	±3.0%



	IBD/TPP[201]
	August 26 – September 1, 2016
	39%
	39%
	12%
	3%
	Tied
	861
	±3.4%



	Rasmussen Reports[613]
	August 29–30, 2016
	39%
	40%
	7%
	3%
	1
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Fox News[202]
	August 28–30, 2016
	41%
	39%
	9%
	4%
	2
	1,011
	±3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[614]
	August 27–29, 2016
	42%
	37%
	7%
	3%
	5
	1,119
	±4.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[204]
	August 25–29, 2016
	40%
	38%
	6%
	2%
	2
	1,404
	±3.0%



	Suffolk University/USA Today[205]
	August 25–29, 2016
	42%
	35%
	9%
	4%
	7
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Monmouth University[209]
	August 25–28, 2016
	43%
	36%
	8%
	2%
	7
	689
	±3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[210]
	August 22–28, 2016
	41%
	37%
	11%
	5%
	4
	24,104
	±1.0%



	Morning Consult[213]
	August 24–26, 2016
	39%
	37%
	8%
	3%
	2
	2,007
	±2.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[214]
	August 22–25, 2016
	39%
	36%
	7%
	3%
	3
	1,154
	±3.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[615]
	August 23–24, 2016
	42%
	38%
	9%
	2%
	4
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[215]
	August 20–24, 2016
	39%
	36%
	7%
	2%
	3
	1,049
	±2.9%



	Quinnipiac University[217]
	August 18–24, 2016
	45%
	38%
	10%
	4%
	7
	1,498
	±2.5%



	Gravis Marketing[616]
	August 22–23, 2016
	42%
	41%
	4%
	1%
	1
	1,493
	±2.5%



	YouGov/Economist[219]
	August 19–23, 2016
	42%
	38%
	6%
	4%
	4
	1,080
	±4.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[221]
	August 18–22, 2016
	41%
	33%
	7%
	2%
	8
	1,115
	±3.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[224]
	August 15–21, 2016
	43%
	38%
	11%
	5%
	5
	17,451
	±1.1%



	Morning Consult[226]
	August 16–20, 2016
	39%
	36%
	8%
	4%
	3
	2,001
	±2.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[229]
	August 13–17, 2016
	39%
	35%
	7%
	2%
	4
	1,049
	±2.8%



	Rasmussen Reports[617]
	August 15–16, 2016
	41%
	39%
	9%
	3%
	2
	1,000
	±3.0%



	YouGov/Economist[618]
	August 11–16, 2016
	41%
	35%
	7%
	3%
	6
	1,076
	±4.1%



	Pew Research[619]
	August 9–16, 2016
	41%
	37%
	10%
	4%
	4
	1,567
	±2.8%



	Normington, Petts & Associates[233]
	August 9–15, 2016
	45%
	37%
	8%
	4%
	8
	1,000
	±3.1%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[236]
	August 8–14, 2016
	43%
	37%
	11%
	4%
	6
	15,179
	±1.2%



	Zogby Analytics[620]
	August 12–13, 2016
	38%
	36%
	8%
	5%
	2
	1,277
	±2.8%



	Morning Consult[235]
	August 11–14, 2016
	39%
	33%
	9%
	4%
	6
	2,001
	±2.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[240]
	August 6–10, 2016
	40%
	35%
	7%
	3%
	5
	974
	±2.9%



	Rasmussen Reports[621]
	August 9–10, 2016
	43%
	40%
	8%
	2%
	3
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[622]
	August 9, 2016
	42%
	37%
	9%
	3%
	5
	2,832
	±1.8%



	YouGov/Economist[241]
	August 6–9, 2016
	42%
	36%
	9%
	2%
	6
	1,300
	±4.2%



	Bloomberg Politics[243]
	August 5–8, 2016
	44%
	40%
	9%
	4%
	4
	749
	±3.6%



	Princeton Survey[246]
	August 4–7, 2016
	45%
	39%
	2%
	1%
	6
	1,000
	±3.9%



	Monmouth University[623]
	August 4–7, 2016
	46%
	34%
	7%
	2%
	12
	803
	±3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[248]
	August 1–7, 2016
	44%
	38%
	10%
	4%
	6
	11,480
	±1.2%



	Morning Consult[251]
	August 4–5, 2016
	41%
	33%
	9%
	5%
	8
	2,001
	±2.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[252]
	August 1–4, 2016
	45%
	37%
	8%
	4%
	8
	1,002
	±3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[253]
	July 31 – August 4, 2016
	42%
	40%
	6%
	3%
	2
	1,154
	±3.0%



	IBD/TPP[255]
	July 29 – August 4, 2016
	39%
	35%
	12%
	5%
	4
	851
	±3.4%



	McClatchy/Marist[256]
	August 1–3, 2016
	45%
	31%
	10%
	6%
	14
	983
	±3.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[257]
	July 31 – August 3, 2016
	43%
	34%
	10%
	5%
	9
	800
	±3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[258]
	July 30 – August 3, 2016
	42%
	38%
	6%
	2%
	4
	1,072
	±3.5%



	Rasmussen Reports[624]
	August 1–2, 2016
	44%
	40%
	6%
	3%
	4
	1,000
	±3.0%



	The Economist/YouGov[263]
	July 31 – August 1, 2016
	41%
	36%
	8%
	4%
	5
	1,300
	±4.0%



	CNN/ORC[266]
	July 29–31, 2016
	45%
	37%
	9%
	5%
	8
	894
	±3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[268]
	July 25–31, 2016
	43%
	38%
	9%
	4%
	5
	12,742
	±1.2%



	Public Policy Polling[270]
	July 29–30, 2016
	46%
	41%
	6%
	2%
	5
	1,276
	±2.7%



	RABA Research[625]
	July 29, 2016
	46%
	31%
	7%
	2%
	15
	956
	±3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[271]
	July 25–29, 2016
	37%
	37%
	5%
	1%
	Tied
	1,788
	±2.4%



	YouGov/Economist[275]
	July 23–24, 2016
	40%
	38%
	5%
	3%
	2
	1,300
	±4.5%



	CNN/ORC[278]
	July 22–24, 2016
	39%
	44%
	9%
	3%
	5
	882
	±3.5%



	University of Delaware[279]
	July 21–24, 2016
	46%
	42%
	1%
	1%
	4
	818
	±4.0%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[280]
	July 18–24, 2016
	39%
	41%
	10%
	5%
	2
	12,931
	±1.2%



	RABA Research[626]
	July 22, 2016
	39%
	34%
	8%
	3%
	5
	909
	±3.3%



	Echelon Insights[283]
	July 21–22, 2016
	40%
	39%
	3%
	2%
	1
	912
	±N/A%



	Ipsos/Reuters[287]
	July 16–20, 2016
	39%
	35%
	7%
	3%
	4
	1,522
	±2.9%



	YouGov/Economist[627]
	July 15–17, 2016
	40%
	37%
	5%
	4%
	3
	1,300
	±4.2%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[291]
	July 11–17, 2016
	39%
	40%
	10%
	5%
	1
	9,436
	±1.4%



	Monmouth University[628]
	July 14–16, 2016
	45%
	43%
	5%
	1%
	2
	688
	±3.7%



	Franklin Pierce University/Boston Herald[629]
	July 13–16, 2016
	44%
	41%
	7%
	2%
	3
	1,007
	±3.1%



	CNN/ORC[293]
	July 13–16, 2016
	42%
	37%
	13%
	5%
	5
	872
	±3.5%



	icitizen[294]
	July 11–14, 2016
	39%
	35%
	9%
	3%
	4
	1,000
	±N/A%



	ABC News/Washington Post[295]
	July 11–14, 2016
	42%
	38%
	8%
	5%
	4
	1,003
	±3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[298]
	July 9–13, 2016
	41%
	35%
	11%
	6%
	6
	1,000
	±3.1%



	The Economist/YouGov[300]
	July 9–11, 2016
	40%
	37%
	5%
	2%
	3
	1,300
	±4.2%



	AP-GfK[630]
	July 7–11, 2016
	40%
	36%
	6%
	2%
	4
	837
	±3.3%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[301]
	July 4–10, 2016
	40%
	38%
	11%
	6%
	2
	7,869
	±1.4%



	Raba Research[631]
	July 7–9, 2016
	41%
	29%
	9%
	2%
	12
	781
	±3.5%



	McClatchy/Marist[303]
	July 5–9, 2016
	40%
	35%
	10%
	5%
	5
	1,249
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[304]
	July 2–6, 2016
	42%
	33%
	6%
	4%
	9
	1,345
	±2.8%



	The Economist/YouGov[307]
	July 2–4, 2016
	42%
	37%
	4%
	3%
	5
	1,300
	±3.9%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[309]
	June 27 – July 3, 2016
	41%
	38%
	9%
	5%
	3
	10,072
	±1.3%



	Suffolk University/USA Today[312]
	June 26–29, 2016
	39%
	35%
	8%
	3%
	4
	1,000
	±3.0%



	Ipsos/Reuters[313]
	June 25–29, 2016
	42%
	31%
	5%
	4%
	11
	1,247
	±2.8%



	IBD/TIPP[314]
	June 24–29, 2016
	37%
	36%
	9%
	5%
	1
	837
	±3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[316]
	June 27–28, 2016
	45%
	41%
	5%
	2%
	4
	947
	±3.2%



	Quinnipiac University[319]
	June 21–27, 2016
	39%
	37%
	8%
	4%
	2
	1,610
	±2.4%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[320]
	June 20–26, 2016
	42%
	36%
	9%
	5%
	6
	5,818
	±1.8%



	ABC News/Washington Post[323]
	June 20–23, 2016
	47%
	37%
	7%
	3%
	10
	836
	±4.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[324]
	June 19–23, 2016
	39%
	38%
	10%
	6%
	1
	1,000
	±3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[325]
	June 18–22, 2016
	43%
	34%
	6%
	5%
	9
	1,339
	±2.8%



	CNN/ORC[330]
	June 16–19, 2016
	42%
	38%
	9%
	7%
	4
	891
	±3.5%



	Monmouth University[331]
	June 15–19, 2016
	42%
	36%
	9%
	4%
	6
	803
	±3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[332]
	June 13–19, 2016
	42%
	38%
	9%
	5%
	4
	16,135
	±1.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[632]
	June 11–15, 2016
	39%
	29%
	6%
	4%
	10
	1,323
	±2.8%



	NBC/Survey Monkey[339]
	June 6–12, 2016
	42%
	38%
	9%
	5%
	4
	10,604
	±1.3%



	SurveyUSA[633]
	June 8, 2016
	39%
	36%
	6%
	4%
	3
	1,408
	±2.7%



	Zogby[634]
	May 30 – June 5, 2016
	40%
	34%
	6%
	2%
	6
	837
	±3.5%



	NBC News[635]
	May 30 – June 5, 2016
	39%
	40%
	9%
	4%
	1
	9,240
	±1.4%



	Quinnipiac University[636]
	May 24–30, 2016
	40%
	38%
	5%
	3%
	2
	1,561
	±2.5%
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 Five-way race






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Evan McMullin

Independent
	Leading by

( points[image: External link])
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Saint Leo University[576]
	October 22–26, 2016
	42%
	31%
	6%
	1%
	5%
	11
	1,050
	±%



	Public Policy Polling[142]
	September 27–28, 2016
	44%
	40%
	6%
	1%
	2%
	4
	933
	±3.2%



	Echelon Insights[145]
	September 26–27, 2016
	44%
	39%
	6%
	2%
	1%
	5
	1,833
	–



	Public Policy Polling[208]
	August 26–28, 2016
	42%
	37%
	6%
	4%
	1%
	5
	881
	±3.3%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Post election analysis




BBC News[image: External link] questioned whether polling should be abandoned due to its abject failure.[1] Forbes magazine[image: External link] contributor astrophysicist[image: External link] Ethan Siegel performed a scientific analysis[image: External link] and raised whether the statistical population[image: External link] sampled for the polling was inaccurate, and cited the cautionary adage "Garbage in, garbage out[image: External link]".[2] He concluded there may have been sampling bias[image: External link] on the part of the pollsters.[2] Siegel compared the 2016 election to the failure of prognosticator Arthur Henning in the "Dewey Defeats Truman[image: External link]" incident from the 1948 presidential election.[2]

A particular case was the USC[image: External link]/Los Angeles Times Daybreak tracking poll, which was different from other polls as it had Donald Trump in the lead more often than not.[637] The poll’s findings caused skepticism, especially from Democrats, who have denounced it and often criticized the LA Times for running it. Before the election, Nate Silver deemed as positive the poll allowed people to assign themselves a probability of voting for either candidate instead of saying they’re 100 percent sure and stated that if people are "going to browbeat a pollster, [let's] do it to a pollster who is doing things cheaply—some of the robopolls qualify—and not one that’s trying to move the ball forward, like the LA Times poll."[638] The LA Times concluded after the preliminary results of the election were published: "That doesn't necessarily mean that a poll conducted online, the way the Daybreak poll is, necessarily will be more accurate than polls conducted by phone. But it is yet another indication that polling needs more, diverse ways to look at public opinion, not fewer."[639]
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For older statewide polls conducted before September 1, 2016, see Early/Mid 2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]. For statewide polls conducted before 2016, see Pre-2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link].
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This article is a collection of statewide polls for the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]. The polls listed here provide early data on opinion polling between the Democratic[image: External link] candidate, the Republican[image: External link] candidate, the Libertarian candidate, and the Green[image: External link] candidate. Prior to the parties' conventions, presumptive candidates were included in the polls. Not all states will conduct polling for the election due to various factors. States that are considered swing states usually put out more polls as more attention is given to the results. For determining a statistical tie, the margin of error provided by the polling source is applied to the result for each candidate. This article displays each candidate's potential electoral vote total and is not a prediction of the current state of the election.
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Hillary Clinton has a vote lead among states recently polled. State polls with results outside the margin of error presently show 213 potential electoral votes for Clinton and 162 potential electoral votes for Donald Trump. In 14 states and two congressional districts (150 electoral votes), results for Clinton and Trump are within the margin of error. For the two states and one district without recent polling, one state (6 electoral votes) voted for Mitt Romney in the 2012[image: External link] election, while one state and district (7 electoral votes) voted for Barack Obama. Third party candidates, such as Jill Stein and Gary Johnson, are also included in many statewide polls. They have not received support in statewide polling that surpasses the two main party nominees. Independent candidate Evan McMullin is presently tied with Donald Trump in the state of Utah[image: External link], but has only been included on a very limited number of statewide polls.



	State
	Date
	Hillary

Clinton
	Donald

Trump
	Gary

Johnson
	Jill

Stein
	Evan

McMullin
	Margin of

error
	Lead
	Clinton

potential EVs[image: External link]
	Trump

potential EVs
	Tied

potential EVs
	Result



	Nationwide[a]
	National polling
	213
	178
	134
	



	Alabama
	September 27, 2016
	32%
	48%
	
	
	
	2.0%
	16
	
	9
	
	25.8



	Alaska
	October 21–26, 2016
	47%
	43%
	7%
	3%
	
	4.9%
	4
	
	
	3
	14.7



	Arizona
	November 4–6, 2016
	45%
	47%
	5%
	2%
	
	4.9%
	2
	
	
	11
	3.5



	Arkansas
	October 18–25, 2016
	36%
	59%
	
	
	
	4.1%
	23
	
	6
	
	26.9



	California
	November 4–6, 2016
	58%
	35%
	3%
	2%
	
	4.9%
	28
	55
	
	
	30.1



	Colorado
	November 3–4, 2016
	48%
	43%
	4%
	2%
	1%
	3.7%
	5
	
	
	9
	4.9



	Connecticut
	September 2–5, 2016
	50%
	35%
	9%
	4%
	
	3.0%
	15
	7
	
	
	13.6



	Delaware
	September 16–28, 2016
	51%
	30%
	7%
	2%
	
	4.1%
	21
	3
	
	
	11.4



	Florida
	November 6, 2016
	46%
	50%
	2%
	1%
	
	3.3%
	4
	
	
	29
	1.2



	Georgia
	November 6, 2016
	45%
	52%
	2%
	
	
	2.8%
	7
	
	16
	
	5.1



	Idaho
	October 23–24, 2016
	29%
	48%
	6%
	
	10%
	4.0%
	19
	
	4
	
	31.8



	Illinois
	October 27–30, 2016
	53%
	41%
	2%
	0%
	
	4.3%
	12
	20
	
	
	17.1



	Indiana
	November 1–3, 2016
	37%
	48%
	9%
	
	
	4.0%
	11
	
	11
	
	18.9



	Iowa
	November 1–4, 2016
	39%
	46%
	6%
	1%
	
	3.5%
	7
	
	
	6
	9.4



	Kansas
	November 1–3, 2016
	34%
	58%
	
	
	
	5.5%
	24
	
	6
	
	20.6



	Kentucky
	October 25–30, 2016
	37%
	54%
	1%
	1%
	1%
	4.0%
	17
	
	8
	
	29.8



	Louisiana
	October 19–21, 2016
	35%
	50%
	5%
	
	
	4.4%
	15
	
	8
	
	19.6



	Maine
	October 28–30, 2016
	46%
	42%
	12%
	2%
	
	3.5%
	4
	1
	
	3
	3



	Maryland
	September 27–30, 2016
	63%
	27%
	4%
	2%
	
	4.0%
	36
	10
	
	
	26.4



	Massachusetts
	October 23 – November 2, 2016
	56%
	26%
	8%
	3%
	
	5.0%
	30
	11
	
	
	27.2



	Michigan
	November 6, 2016
	47%
	49%
	3%
	1%
	
	2.8%
	2
	
	
	16
	0.2



	Minnesota
	October 22–26, 2016
	49%
	39%
	5%
	2%
	1%
	3.9%
	10
	10
	
	
	1.5



	Missouri
	November 4–5, 2016
	41%
	47%
	7%
	2%
	
	3.5%
	6
	
	
	10
	18.6



	Montana
	October 10–12, 2016
	36%
	46%
	11%
	
	
	3.2%
	10
	
	3
	
	20.4



	Nebraska
	September 25–27, 2016
	29%
	56%
	7%
	1%
	
	3.6%
	27
	
	4
	1
	25



	Nevada
	November 4–6, 2016
	46%
	46%
	5%
	1%
	
	4.9%
	Tied
	
	
	6
	2.4



	New Hampshire
	November 3–6, 2016
	49%
	38%
	6%
	1%
	
	3.7%
	11
	4
	
	
	0.4



	New Jersey
	October 27 – November 2, 2016
	51%
	40%
	3%
	1%
	
	3.8%
	11
	14
	
	
	14.2



	New Mexico
	November 6, 2016
	46%
	44%
	6%
	1%
	
	1.8%
	2
	
	
	5
	8.2



	New York
	November 3–4, 2016
	51%
	34%
	5%
	2%
	
	4.5%
	17
	29
	
	
	22.5



	North Carolina
	November 4–6, 2016
	44%
	44%
	3%
	
	
	3.5%
	Tied
	
	
	15
	3.6



	North Dakota
	September 12–17, 2016
	32%
	43%
	8%
	1%
	
	4.9%
	11
	
	3
	
	35.7



	Ohio
	October 27 – November 5, 2016
	39%
	46%
	7%
	3%
	
	3.2%
	7
	
	18
	
	8.1



	Oklahoma
	October 18–20, 2016
	30%
	60%
	5%
	
	
	4.3%
	30
	
	7
	
	36.4



	Oregon
	October 24–29, 2016
	41%
	34%
	4%
	2%
	
	4.4%
	7
	
	
	7
	11



	Pennsylvania
	November 3–6, 2016
	46%
	40%
	7%
	2%
	
	2.8%
	6
	20
	
	
	0.7



	Rhode Island
	October 2–4, 2016
	52%
	32%
	5%
	5%
	
	3.4%
	20
	4
	
	
	18.5



	South Carolina
	October 30–31, 2016
	36%
	47%
	3%
	1%
	
	4.4%
	11
	
	9
	
	14.7



	South Dakota
	October 24–26, 2016
	35%
	49%
	7%
	
	
	4.0%
	14
	
	3
	
	29.8



	Tennessee
	October 14–17, 2016
	34%
	44%
	7%
	2%
	
	4.4%
	10
	
	11
	
	26



	Texas
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	35%
	49%
	5%
	4%
	
	3.6%
	14
	
	38
	
	9



	Utah
	November 3–5, 2016
	30%
	40%
	4%
	
	25%
	2.7%
	10
	
	6
	
	18.1



	Vermont
	October 24–26, 2016
	52%
	26%
	5%
	2%
	
	3.0%
	26
	3
	
	
	26.4



	Virginia
	November 1–6, 2016
	48%
	42%
	3%
	1%
	2%
	3.6%
	6
	
	
	13
	5.3



	Washington
	November 4–6, 2016
	55%
	39%
	
	
	
	4.9%
	16
	12
	
	
	16.2



	West Virginia
	September 13–17, 2016
	28%
	60%
	
	
	
	5.0%
	32
	
	5
	
	42.2



	Wisconsin
	November 1–2, 2016
	49%
	41%
	3%
	
	
	1.9%
	8
	10
	
	
	0.8



	Wyoming
	October 5–11, 2016
	20%
	58%
	9%
	2%
	
	3.6%
	38
	
	3
	
	46.3



	No recent polling
	13
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9 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 60%–39%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 61%–38%

Winner

(Republican in 2016[image: External link]) 62%-34%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34.5%
	54.5%
	N/A
	20.0



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	36.9%
	56.1%
	19.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32%
	48%
	16



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	39.4%
	60.6%
	21.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	31%
	53%
	8%
	N/A
	22



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	37.3%
	56.8%
	4.8%
	19.5



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	31%
	53%
	8%
	2%
	22






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	News-5/Strategy Research [1]
	September 27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	32%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	16
	3,000
	± 2.0%
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3 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 59%–38%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 55%–41%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 51%-37%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	37.3%
	40%
	N/A
	2.3



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	35.5%
	50.0%
	14.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	not yet calculated



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	35.3%
	37%
	N/A
	1.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	46.6%
	53.4%
	6.9



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	31%
	36%
	18%
	N/A
	5



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	40.6%
	45.4%
	12.4%
	4.8



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	32.9%
	40%
	11.2%
	7.1



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	33.7%
	36.7%
	11.7%
	3.7%
	3



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	32.5%
	37.5%
	14.5%
	4.5%
	5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	35.3%
	37%
	8%
	2.7%
	1.7




Two-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Alaska Survey Research[2]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	4
	660
	± 3.8%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Election Results
	November 8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	14
	---
	---



	Carciun Research[3]
	October 21–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	400
	± 4.9%



	Lake Research Partners[4]
	October 11–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	500
	± 4.4%



	Moore Information[5]
	October 5–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	500
	± 4%



	Alaska Survey Research[2]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	31%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	18%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	5
	660
	± 3.8%
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  Arizona




11 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 53%–45%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–44%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 49%-45%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 20, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	42.2%
	40.7%
	N/A
	1.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.4%
	40.8%
	0.4



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	42.3%
	43.8%
	1.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	42.5%
	41%
	1.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.5%
	40.5%
	1.0



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	50.6%
	49.4%
	1.2



	Three-way
	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	46.4%
	45.5%
	6.8%
	N/A
	0.9



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39.5%
	37.6%
	5.7%
	1.9



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	41.2%
	40.2%
	7.2%
	1.8%
	1.0



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	43.5%
	40.0%
	8.0%
	2.5%
	3.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	41.8%
	40.5%
	8.3%
	2.3%
	1.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39.3%
	37.2%
	5.9%
	2.1%
	2.1





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	5
	719
	± 3.7%



	CNN/ORC[7]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	5
	769
	± 3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[8]
	October 6–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	7
	1,538
	± 2.8%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	1
	649
	± 3.8%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Data Orbital[10]
	October 11–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	1
	550
	± 4.12%



	Data Orbital[11]
	September 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	2
	550
	± 4.12%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Insights West[12]
	November 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	392
	± 4.9%



	Data Orbital[13]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	550
	± 4.12%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	719
	± 3.7%



	CNN/ORC[7]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	769
	± 3.5%



	Saguaro Strategies[14]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	2,229
	± 3%



	Emerson College[15]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	700
	± 3.6%



	Data Orbital[16]
	October 29–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	550
	± 4.12%



	CBS News/YouGov[17]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	994
	± 4.3%



	Data Orbital[18]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	550
	± 4.12%



	Saguaro Strategies[19]
	October 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	2,385
	± 3%



	Monmouth University[20]
	October 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	401
	± 4.9%



	Data Orbital[21]
	October 17–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Tied
	550
	± 4.12%



	Ipsos/Reuters[8]
	October 6–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	1,538
	± 2.8%



	Arizona Republic/Morrison/Cronkite News[22]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	713
	± 3.8%



	Highground[23]
	October 14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	2
	400
	±4.88%



	Emerson College[24]
	October 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	600
	±3.90%



	OH Predictive Insights[25]
	September 28–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	718
	±3.66%



	Insights West[26]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	484
	± 4.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	2
	649
	± 3.8%
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  Arkansas




6 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 59%–39%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 61%–37%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 61%-34%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	38.5%
	50.5%
	N/A
	12.0



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	35.3%
	50%
	14.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	31.5%
	56%
	24.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32.3%
	55.7%
	23.4



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	40.9%
	59.1%
	18.2



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	32%
	56%
	4
	N/A
	24



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	38.1%
	54.7%
	5.4
	16.6



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	31.5%
	56%
	4%
	24.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32.3%
	55.7%
	3.7%
	23.4



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	31.5%
	56%
	4%
	2%
	24.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	31.5%
	56%
	4%
	2%
	24.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32.3%
	55.7%
	3.7%
	1.7%
	23.4





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	University of Arkansas[27]
	October 18–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	59%
	23
	800
	± 4.1%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Talk Business/Hendrix College[28]
	October 21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	33%
	Donald Trump
	56%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	23
	463
	± 4.6%



	Talk Business/Hendrix College[29]
	September 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	55%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	21
	831
	± 3.4%



	Emerson College[30]
	September 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	29%
	Donald Trump
	57%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	28
	600
	± 3.9%
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  California




55 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 61%–37%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 60%–37%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 62%-32%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	57.5%
	30.5%
	N/A
	27



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	54.5%
	28.6%
	25.9



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	51%
	31.3%
	19.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	62.2%
	25.9%
	36.3



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	63.8%
	36.2%
	27.7



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	56%
	30%
	4%
	N/A
	26



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	59.2%
	34.3%
	4.9%
	24.9



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	51%
	31.3%
	6.3%
	19.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	57%
	31%
	3.7%
	26



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	51.5%
	30.5%
	7%
	3.5%
	20.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	51%
	31.3%
	6.3%
	4.3%
	19.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	57%
	31%
	3.7%
	2%
	26





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[31]
	October 22–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	26
	1,365
	± 2.3%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[32]
	September 1–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	25
	4,212
	± 2.0%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Insights West[12]
	November 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	23
	401
	± 4.9%



	KABC/SurveyUSA[33]
	October 28–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	21
	747
	± 3.6%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[31]
	October 22–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	26
	1,365
	± 2.3%



	Field Research[34]
	October 25–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	20
	1,498
	±%



	Public Policy Institute of California[35]
	October 14–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	26
	1,704
	± 3.4%



	KABC/SurveyUSA[36]
	October 13–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	26
	725
	± 3.7%



	Hoover Institution/YouGov[37]
	October 4–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	24
	1,250
	± 3.28%



	Sacramento State University[38]
	October 7–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	61%
	Donald Trump
	25%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	36
	622
	± 7.0%



	KABC/SurveyUSA[39]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	59%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	26
	732
	± 3.6%



	Public Policy Institute of California[40]
	September 9–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	16
	1,055
	± 4.5%



	Insights West[26]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	62%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	28
	515
	± 4.3%



	Field Research[41]
	September 7–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	17
	1,426
	±%



	SurveyUSA[42]
	September 8–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	25
	678
	± 3.8%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[32]
	September 1–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	29%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	20
	4,212
	± 2.0%
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  Colorado




9 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–45%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 51%–46%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 48%-43%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.8%
	37.4%
	N/A
	9.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.3%
	39.4%
	4.9



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46%
	38%
	8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.8%
	38.9%
	7.9



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	53.8%
	46.2%
	7.6



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	45%
	37%
	11%
	N/A
	8



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	48.8%
	41.5%
	9.3%
	7.3



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	42.1%
	36.9%
	8.3%
	5.2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	44.5%
	37.3%
	8.8%
	7.2



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	44.4%
	36%
	10.2%
	3.6%
	8.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.5%
	37.3%
	8.8%
	3.3%
	7.2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	44.5%
	37.3%
	8.8%
	3.3%
	7.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.3%
	38%
	9.3%
	3.3%
	3.3





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5
	704
	± 3.7%



	University of Denver[44]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	1
	550
	± 4.2%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	11
	685
	± 3.7%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	7
	694
	± 3.7%



	CNN/ORC[47]
	September 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	2
	784
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Tied
	644
	± 3.9%



	Colorado Mesa University/Rocky Mountain PBS[49]
	September 14–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	9
	540
	± 5.3%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[50]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	1
	1,863
	± 2.27%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[51]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	1
	952
	± 3.17%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[52]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	2
	1,581
	± 2.46%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Trafalgar Group[53]
	October 31 – November 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	1
	1,150
	± 3.20%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[54]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	Tied
	1,125
	± 2.9%



	Magellan Strategies[55]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	500
	± 4.38%



	University of Denver[44]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	Tied
	550
	± 4.2%



	Emerson College[15]
	October 28–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	3
	750
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	685
	± 3.7%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[56]
	October 12–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	1,226
	± 2.8%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[57]
	October 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	Tied
	1,246
	± 2.8%



	Monmouth University[58]
	September 29 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	11
	400
	± 4.9%



	Keating Research[59]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	11
	602
	± 4.0%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	694
	± 3.7%



	CNN/ORC[47]
	September 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	784
	± 3.5%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[60]
	September 22–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	4
	799
	± 3.5%



	CBS News/YouGov[61]
	September 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	991
	± 4.4%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	644
	± 3.9%



	Colorado Mesa University/Rocky Mountain PBS[49]
	September 14–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	540
	± 5.3%



	Emerson College[30]
	September 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	600
	± 3.9%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	5
	704
	± 3.7%



	Keating Research[62]
	November 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	5
	605
	± 4.0%



	CBS News/YouGov[63]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	3
	997
	± 4.1%
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7 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 61%–38%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–41%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 55%-41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	48%
	39.5%
	N/A
	8.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	49.6%
	36.4%
	13.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50%
	35%
	15



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	57.4%
	42.6%
	14.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	50%
	35%
	9%
	N/A
	15



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	53.7%
	38.9%
	5.9%
	14.8



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47%
	34%
	10.5%
	4.5%
	13.0



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50%
	35%
	9%
	4%
	15





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[64]
	September 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	15
	1,000
	± 3.0%
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3 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 62%–37%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 59%–40%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 53%-42%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46%
	34%
	N/A
	12



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	49.8%
	33.8%
	16



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.5%
	31%
	15.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	30%
	21



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	59.2%
	40.8%
	18.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	51%
	30%
	7%
	N/A
	21



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	54.3%
	37.6%
	6.6%
	16.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.5%
	31%
	8%
	15.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	30%
	7%
	21



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47%
	31.5%
	9.5%
	3%
	15.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	30%
	7%
	2%
	21





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	University of Delaware[65]
	September 16–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	21
	762
	± 4.1%
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3 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 92%–7%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 91%–7%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 91%-4%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	66%
	20%
	N/A
	46



	Three-way
	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	83%
	10.6%
	3.4%
	72.4




No polling was conducted post August 1, 2016
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29 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 51%–48%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 50%–49%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 49%-48%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	47.4%
	44.4%
	N/A
	3



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.6%
	44.3%
	3.3



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	46.2%
	43%
	3.2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	47.6%
	44.3
	3.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47%
	44.3
	2.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	51.4%
	48.6%
	2.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	48%
	44%
	3%
	N/A
	4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45%
	42%
	6.0%
	3



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	49.2%
	45.8%
	3.7%
	3.4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	47%
	43.9%
	2.9%
	3.1



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.8%
	43.8
	2.9%
	3



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.4%
	43.8%
	4.4%
	1.8%
	2.6



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47%
	43.9%
	3.3%
	1.3%
	3.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	47%
	43.9%
	3%
	1.3%
	3.1



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.2%
	42.8%
	3.6%
	1.6%
	4.4





	Two-way race














	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Quinnipiac University[66]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Tied
	884
	± 3.3%



	CNN/ORC[67]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	1
	773
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	2
	626
	± 3.9%



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[69]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	1,995
	± 2.2%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[70]
	October 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	3
	814
	± 3.4%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[71]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Tied
	779
	± 3.5%



	University of North Florida[72]
	October 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2
	836
	± 3.4%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[73]
	October 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	1
	953
	± 3.2%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	4
	660
	± 3.8%



	Public Policy Polling[74]
	October 12–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	5
	985
	± 3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[75]
	October 5–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	2
	1,532
	± 2.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[76]
	October 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2
	700
	± 3.7%



	University of North Florida[77]
	September 27 – October 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	7
	696
	± 3.8%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	5
	545
	± 4.2%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	826
	± 3.4%



	Florida Chamber Political Institute[79]
	September 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	3
	617
	± 4.0%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[80]
	September 10–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Tied
	867
	± 3.3%



	CNN/ORC[81]
	September 7–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	4
	788
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[82]
	September 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	1
	744
	± 3.6%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[83]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	3
	2,352
	± 2.02%



	Remington Research/Axiom Strategies[84]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	4
	989
	± 3.11%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[85]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Tied
	1,646
	± 2.41%



	Florida Chamber Political Institute[79]
	September 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	2
	617
	± 4.0%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Trafalgar Group[86]
	November 6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	1,100
	± 2.89%



	Quinnipiac University[66]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	884
	± 3.3%



	CBS News/YouGov[87]
	November 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Tied
	1,188
	± 3.6%



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[88]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	4
	1,220
	± 2.8%



	Fox 13/Fox 35/Opinion Savvy[89]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	603
	± 4.0%



	CNN/ORC[67]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	773
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	626
	± 3.9%



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[69]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	1,995
	± 2.2%



	Trafalgar Group[90]
	October 27–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	1,150
	± 2.9%



	TargetSmart/William & Mary[91]
	October 25–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	718
	N/A



	Emerson College[92]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	1
	500
	± 4.3%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[70]
	October 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	814
	± 3.4%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News Network[93]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	1
	1,301
	± 2.7%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[71]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	779
	± 3.5%



	Dixie Strategies[94]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	698
	± 3.7%



	Saint Leo University[95]
	October 22–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	13
	1,028
	± 3.0%



	University of North Florida[72]
	October 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	836
	± 3.4%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[73]
	October 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	953
	± 3.2%



	SurveyUSA/Bay News 9/News 13[96]
	October 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	1,251
	± 2.8%



	Florida Atlantic University[97]
	October 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	500
	± 4.3%



	CBS News/YouGov[98]
	October 20–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	1,042
	± 3.6%



	Opinion Savvy/Fox 13/Fox 35[99]
	October 20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	538
	± 4.2%



	Florida Chamber Political Institute[100]
	October 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	507
	± 4.4%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	660
	± 3.8%



	Public Policy Polling[74]
	October 12–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	985
	± 3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[75]
	October 5–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	1,532
	± 2.9%



	Opinion Savvy[101]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	533
	± 4.2%



	Florida Atlantic University[102]
	October 5–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	6
	400
	± 4.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[76]
	October 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	700
	± 3.7%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[103]
	October 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	821
	± 3.4%



	Emerson College[24]
	October 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	600
	± 3.90%



	University of North Florida[77]
	September 27 – October 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	696
	± 3.8%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	545
	± 4.2%



	Opinion Savvy/Fox 13/Fox 35[104]
	September 28–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	619
	± 4.0%



	Mason-Dixon[105]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	820
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	826
	± 3.4%



	Suffolk University[106]
	September 19–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	500
	± 4.4%



	Monmouth University[107]
	September 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	400
	± 4.9%



	Saint Leo University[108]
	September 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	502
	± 4.5%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[80]
	September 10–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	867
	± 3.3%



	CNN/ORC[81]
	September 7–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	788
	± 3.5%



	CBS News/YouGov[109]
	September 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	1,193
	± 3.5%



	JMC Analytics[110]
	September 7–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	781
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[82]
	September 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	744
	± 3.6%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Georgia[image: External link]




16 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 52%–47%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–45%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 51%-46%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	44.8%
	46.5%
	N/A
	1.7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	41.6%
	46.1%
	4.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	45.4%
	48.7%
	3.4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	42.3%
	46.3%
	4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44.2%
	46.4%
	2.2



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	49.6%
	50.4%
	0.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	44%
	47%
	6%
	N/A
	3



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	43.7%
	47%
	5.7%
	3.3



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	45.4%
	47.9%
	6.7%
	2.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	42.3%
	46.3%
	5.5%
	4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	43.4%
	46.8%
	4.9%
	2.2



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	43.6%
	46%
	6%
	2%
	2.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.0%
	42.5%
	8.5%
	2.5%
	2.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39.7%
	45%
	5.7%
	2.3%
	5.3





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	707
	±3.7%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Tied
	707
	± 3.7%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	6
	638
	± 3.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	3
	625
	± 3.9%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Landmark Communications/Rosetta Stone[112]
	November 6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	3
	1,200
	± 2.8%



	Landmark Communications/Rosetta Stone[113]
	November 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	2
	1,000
	± 3.1%



	Opinion Survey/Fox 5 Atlanta[114]
	November 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	4
	538
	± 4.2%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	1
	707
	±3.7%



	WXIA-TV/SurveyUSA[115]
	October 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	7
	593
	± 4.2%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	1
	707
	± 3.7%



	Landmark Communications/Rosetta Stone[116]
	October 20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	4
	600
	± 4.0%



	Opinion Savvy/Fox 5 Atlanta[117]
	October 20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	4
	570
	± 4.1%



	Atlantic Journal Constitution[118]
	October 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	2
	839
	± 4.3%



	Clout Research[119]
	October 15–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	3
	627
	± 3.9%



	Landmark Communications/Rosetta Stone[120]
	October 11–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	6
	1,400
	± 2.7%



	Landmark Communications/Rosetta Stone[121]
	September 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	4
	600
	± 4.0%



	JMC Analytics[122]
	September 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	6
	600
	± 4.0%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	7
	638
	± 4.9%



	Monmouth University[123]
	September 15–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	3
	401
	± 4.9%



	Opinion Savvy/Fox 5 Atlanta[124]
	September 14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	4
	568
	± 4.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	2
	625
	± 3.9%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Trafalgar Group[125]
	November 6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	7
	1,250
	± 2.76%



	Emerson College[15]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	9
	650
	± 3.8%



	Emerson College[30]
	September 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	6
	600
	± 3.9%
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4 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 72%–27%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 71%–28%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 62%-30%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	54%
	29.5%
	N/A
	24.5



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	67%
	33%
	44



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	51%
	25%
	7%
	N/A
	26



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	60.1%
	32.4%
	5.5%
	27.7



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	51%
	25%
	7%
	7%
	26




No polls conducted yet
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4 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 61%–36%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 64%–32%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 59%-27%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Evan McMullin

Independent
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	26.5%
	46%
	N/A
	19.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34%
	49%
	15



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	28.3%
	48%
	19.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	25.3%
	48%
	22.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	35.2%
	64.8%
	29.5



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	23%
	52%
	4%
	N/A
	29



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	34.5%
	54.9%
	8.7%
	20.4



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	26.5%
	46%
	7%
	3%
	N/A
	19.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	27.5%
	42%
	14.5%
	5%
	20



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	27.7%
	41.3%
	11%
	2.7%
	13.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	23%
	52%
	4%
	N/A
	10%
	13.6





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Other
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Heat Street/Rasmussen Reports[126]
	October 23–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	29%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Evan McMullin
	10%
	19
	750
	± 4.0%



	Emerson College[127]
	October 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	23%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Evan McMullin
	10%
	29
	1,023
	± 3.0%



	Dan Jones & Associates[128]
	September 28 – October 9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	30%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	10
	608
	± 3.97%
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20 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 62%–37%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–41%

Winner

(Democratic in 2016) 56%-39%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 26, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	52%
	32%
	N/A
	20



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	51%
	36.5%
	14.5



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	51%
	32.7%
	18.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	48.3%
	33.3%
	15



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	54.5%
	31.1%
	23.2



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	59.7%
	40.3%
	19.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	51%
	36%
	6%
	N/A
	15



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	55.1%
	38.5%
	5.1%
	16.6



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	52%
	32%
	5.5%
	2%
	20



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	49%
	33.5%
	5.5%
	2.5%
	15.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	47%
	32.3%
	6.3%
	2.7%
	14.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50.7%
	34.7%
	6%
	1.7%
	16





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Loras College[129]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	11
	600
	± 4.0%



	Loras College[130]
	September 13–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	14
	600
	± 4.0%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green Party
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[131]
	October 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	12
	500
	± 4.3%



	Loras College[129]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	11
	600
	± 4.0%



	Victory Research[132]
	October 16–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	15
	1,200
	± 2.83%



	Illinois Public Opinion Strategies[133]
	October 13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	18
	664
	± 3.5%



	Southern Illinois University[134]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	25
	865
	± 3.3%



	Victory Research[135]
	September 21–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	14
	1,200
	± 2.83%



	Emerson College[136]
	September 19–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	6
	700
	± 3.6%



	Loras College[130]
	September 13–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	13
	600
	± 4.0%



	We Ask America[137]
	September 12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	18
	955
	± 3.17%
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11 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 50%–49%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 54%–44%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 57%-38%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	38.7%
	43.7%
	N/A
	5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	37%
	48.5%
	11.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	38.5%
	45%
	6.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.8%
	49.4%
	12.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	44.7%
	55.3%
	10.6



	Three-way
	Electoral Projection[image: External link]
	38.7%
	45.7%
	7.7%
	N/A
	7



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	39%
	44%
	9%
	5



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	41.8%
	49.8%
	8.3%
	8



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	36.1%
	45.4%
	8.6%
	9.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	38.5%
	45%
	8.5%
	6.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	37%
	48.7%
	7.7%
	11.7



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	38.7%
	43.7%
	9.7%
	-
	5



	Electoral Projection[image: External link]
	30%
	46%
	13%
	5%
	16



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	35%
	48%
	13%
	1%
	13





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	WTHR/Howey Politics Indiana[138]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	11
	600
	± 4.0%



	Gravis Marketing[139]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	10
	399
	± 4.9%



	Monmouth University[140]
	October 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	11
	402
	± 4.9%



	Gravis Marketing[141]
	October 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	11
	596
	± 2.3%



	WISH-TV/Ball State University[142]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	6
	544
	± 4.8%



	Monmouth University[143]
	October 11–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	4
	402
	± 4.9%



	WTHR/Howey Politics Indiana[144]
	October 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	5
	600
	± 4%



	WTHR/Howey Politics Indiana[145]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	7
	600
	± 4%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Lucid/The Times-Picayune[146]
	October 7–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	1,313
	± %
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6 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–44%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 52%–46%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 51%-42%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	41.5%
	46%
	N/A
	4.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.7%
	41%
	4.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	41.7%
	45%
	3.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.3%
	45.4%
	4.1



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	48%
	52%
	4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	40%
	45%
	10%
	N/A
	5



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	46.3%
	45.7%
	6.8%
	0.6



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	38.5%
	40.3%
	7.8%
	2.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39.7%
	43.7%
	8%
	4



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	39.5%
	44%
	8%
	2%
	4.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	38.5%
	40.5%
	7.5%
	1.5%
	2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	38%
	41.7%
	8.3%
	1.7%
	0.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39.7
	43.7%
	8%
	3.3%
	4





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Simpson College/RABA Research[147]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2
	1,076
	± 3.0%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	791
	± 3.5%



	Loras College[148]
	September 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Tied
	491
	± 4.4%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	6
	612
	± 4%



	Simpson College/RABA Research[149]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	1
	1,054
	± 3.0%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Des Moines Register/Selzer & Co.[150]
	November 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	800
	± 3.5%



	Emerson College[151]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	3
	700
	± 3.6%



	Loras College[152]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	500
	± 4.4%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	791
	± 3.5%



	Des Moines Register/Selzer & Co.[153]
	October 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	800
	± 3.5%



	Loras College[148]
	September 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	491
	± 4.4%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	612
	± 4%



	Monmouth University[154]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	404
	± 4.9%



	Simpson College/RABA Research[149]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	1,054
	± 3.0%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Simpson College/RABA Research[147]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	2%
	3
	1,076
	± 3.0%
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6 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 56%–42%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 60%–38%

Winner

(Republican in 2016) 57%-36%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	32%
	46.5%
	N/A
	14.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	34.7%
	46.5%
	11.8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36%
	47.7%
	11.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	43.3%
	56.7%
	13.4



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	33%
	44%
	7.5%
	N/A
	11



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	36%
	47%
	7%
	11



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	40.4%
	49.9%
	8%
	9.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36%
	47.7%
	9.7%
	11.7



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	33%
	45%
	12%
	3%
	12



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36%
	47.7%
	9.7%
	2%
	11.7





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Fort Hays State University[155]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	58%
	24
	313
	± 5.5%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	SurveyUSA/KSN News[156]
	October 26–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	624
	± 4.0%



	SurveyUSA/KSN News[157]
	October 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	11
	581
	± 4.1%



	SurveyUSA/KSN News[158]
	September 6–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	12
	595
	± 4.1%
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8 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–41%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 60%–38%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34.5%
	53%
	N/A
	18.5



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	37.3%
	58.3%
	21



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32.3%
	57.7%
	25.4



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	39.5%
	60.5
	21



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	29%
	52%
	7%
	N/A
	23



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	39.2%
	53.2%
	5.8%
	N/A
	14



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	29%
	52%
	7%
	5%
	23



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	29%
	60%
	7%
	2%
	31





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	RunSwitch PR[159]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	32%
	Donald Trump
	56%
	24
	811
	± 3.44%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Western Kentucky University[160]
	October 25–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	54%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	17
	602
	± 4.0%
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8 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 59%–40%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	35.7%
	49.7%
	N/A
	14



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	35.5%
	52%
	16.5



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	36.5%
	49.5%
	13.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	35.7%
	49.7%
	24.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.7%
	53.3%
	16.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	42.9%
	57.1%
	14.2



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34%
	47%
	7%
	N/A
	13



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	35%
	52%
	4%
	17



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	40%
	54.5%
	3.8%
	14.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.7%
	53.3%
	4%
	16.6



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	36%
	49.5%
	3%
	1%
	13.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	36%
	49.5%
	3%
	1%
	13.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	35.7%
	49.7%
	3.7%
	-
	24



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.7%
	53.3%
	4%
	1.7%
	16.6




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Southern Media & Opinion Research[161]
	October 19–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	15
	500
	± 4.4%



	Southern Media & Opinion Research[162]
	September 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	33%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	16
	500
	± 4.4%





	Four-way race












	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	University of New Orleans[163]
	October 15–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	14
	603
	± 4.0%



	Mason-Dixon[164]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	54%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	20
	625
	± 4.0%



	JMC Analytics[165]
	October 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	800
	± 3.5%



	JMC Analytics[166]
	September 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	10
	905
	± 3.3%
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Main article: United States presidential election in Maine, 2016


4 electoral votes (Statewide vote worth 2 EVs; 1st and 2nd congressional districts worth 1 EV each)

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 58%–40%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 56%–41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46%
	39.5%
	N/A
	7.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	47.8%
	37.7%
	10.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	43.8%
	37.5%
	6.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50.3%
	36.3%
	14



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	55.8%
	44.2%
	11.6



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	43.8%
	41.2%
	7.3%
	N/A
	2.6



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	43%
	36%
	9%
	7



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	50.6%
	40.3%
	7.7%
	10.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	42.7%
	36.7%
	10%
	6



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	41%
	36.5%
	10.5%
	3.5%
	4.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	42%
	36.8%
	10.5
	3.5%
	5.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	35%
	6%
	4%
	16






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Maine People's Resource Center[167]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	7
	812
	± 3.4%



	Maine People's Resource Center[168]
	October 14–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	10
	890
	± 3.3%



	Maine People's Resource Center[169]
	October 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	9
	892
	± 3.3%



	Maine People's Resource Center[170]
	September 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	5
	835
	± 3.4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[131]
	October 28–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	750
	± 3.5%



	Maine People's Resource Center[167]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	5
	812
	± 3.4%



	University of New Hampshire[171]
	October 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	11
	670
	± 3.8%



	Maine People's Resource Center[168]
	October 14–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	6
	890
	± 3.3%



	Maine People's Resource Center[169]
	October 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	892
	± 3.3%



	University of New Hampshire[172]
	September 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	513
	± 4.3%



	Maine People's Resource Center[170]
	September 15–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	Tied
	835
	± 3.4%



	Colby College/Boston Globe[173]
	September 4–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	3
	779
	± 3.6%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	9
	800
	± 3.4%
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10 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 62%–36%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 62%–36%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	56%
	32%
	N/A
	24



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	57.7%
	27.9%
	29.8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	58.3%
	25.7%
	32.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	61.7%
	27%
	34.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	67.7%
	32.3%
	35.5



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	63%
	27%
	4%
	N/A
	36



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	62%
	32.1%
	4.2%
	29.9



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	60.5%
	26%
	5%
	2%
	34.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	58.3%
	25.7%
	5.3%
	2%
	32.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	61.7%
	27%
	5.3%
	2.7%
	34.7





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Washington Post/University of Maryland[174]
	September 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	63%
	Donald Trump
	27%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	36
	706
	± 4.0%



	Goucher Poll[175]
	September 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Donald Trump
	25%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	33
	514
	± 4.3%
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11 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 62%–36%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 61%–38%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 14, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	62.5%
	30.5%
	N/A
	32



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	53%
	33%
	20



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	56%
	31.3%
	24.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	57.8%
	25.7%
	32.1



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	64%
	36%
	28



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	54%
	28%
	7%
	N/A
	26



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	59.6%
	32.8%
	6%
	26.8



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	52.3%
	28.1%
	6.6%
	24.2



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	56%
	27%
	8%
	4%
	29



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	56%
	27%
	7%
	3.5%
	20



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	52.7%
	29%
	7.3%
	3%
	23.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	58.3%
	26%
	4.7%
	3%
	32.3





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Western New England University[176]
	September 24 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	65%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	35
	403
	± 5.0%



	WBUR/MassINC[177]
	September 7–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	60%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	29
	506
	± 4.4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Western New England University[178]
	October 23 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	56%
	Donald Trump
	26%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	30
	417
	± 5.0%



	Suffolk University[179]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Donald Trump
	25%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	32
	500
	±4.4%



	WBUR/MassINC[180]
	October 13–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	26
	502
	±4.4%



	Western New England University[176]
	September 24 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	58%
	Donald Trump
	26%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	32
	403
	± 5.0%



	UMass Amherst/WBZ Poll[181]
	September 15–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	13
	700
	± 4.3%



	WBUR/MassINC[177]
	September 7–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	26
	500
	± 4.3%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	17
	500
	± 4.3%
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16 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–41%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 54%–45%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	47%
	38.2%
	N/A
	8.8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46.7%
	35.3%
	11.4



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	47.5%
	39.8%
	7.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.7%
	38.7%
	7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.8%
	40.4%
	7.4



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	54.9%
	45.1%
	9.8



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	37%
	33%
	12%
	N/A
	4



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	43%
	37%
	9%
	6



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	49.4%
	42.7%
	6.6%
	6.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44.1%
	39.9%
	8.9%
	4.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44.5%
	39.6%
	N/A
	4.6%
	4.9



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	43.4%
	36%
	8.4%
	3.6%
	7.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44%
	36%
	6.7%
	3%
	8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	43.3%
	37.3%
	7%
	2.7%
	6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44.5%
	39.6%
	8.7%
	4.6%
	4.9





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	957
	± 3.2%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[182]
	November 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5
	1,007
	± 3.1%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[183]
	November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	5
	1,150
	± 2.89%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[184]
	November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	5
	887
	± 3.29%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[185]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	6
	737
	± 3.61%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[186]
	October 30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	9
	953
	± 3.17%



	Michigan State University[187]
	September 1 – October 30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	20
	746
	± 3.6%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[188]
	October 25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	1,030
	± 2.78%



	EPIC-MRA[189]
	October 22–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	8
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[190]
	October 23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	8
	1,241
	± 2.78%



	MRG[191]
	October 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	8
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[192]
	October 18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	12
	1,102
	± 2.59%



	Ipsos/Reuters[193]
	October 6–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	4
	1,370
	± 3.0%



	Detroit News[194]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	14
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[195]
	September 27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	5
	1,956
	± 2.2%



	EPIC-MRA[196]
	September 10–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	4
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[197]
	September 6–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	5
	940
	± 3.2%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Target Insyght[198]
	September 18–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	5
	600
	± 4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Trafalgar Group[199]
	November 6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	1,200
	± 2.77%



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	957
	± 3.2%



	Strategic National[200]
	November 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	Tied
	573
	± 4.09%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[182]
	November 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	1,007
	± 3.1%



	EPIC-MRA[201]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[183]
	November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	1,150
	± 2.89%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[184]
	November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	887
	± 3.29%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[185]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	737
	± 3.61%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[186]
	October 30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	953
	± 3.17%



	Strategic National[202]
	October 29–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	500
	± 4.4%



	Michigan State University[187]
	September 1 – October 30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	19
	746
	± 3.6%



	Emerson College[203]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	500
	± 4.3%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[188]
	October 25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	6
	1,030
	± 2.78%



	EPIC-MRA[189]
	October 22–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[190]
	October 23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	8
	1,241
	± 2.78%



	MRG[191]
	October 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[192]
	October 18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	13
	1,102
	± 2.95%



	Ipsos/Reuters[193]
	October 6–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	1,370
	± 3.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[204]
	October 11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	10
	1,429
	± 2.59%



	Detroit News[194]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	11
	600
	± 4.0%



	EPIC-MRA[205]
	October 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	11
	600
	± 4.0%



	The Detroit News/WDIV-TV[206]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[195]
	September 27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	1,956
	± 2.2%



	EPIC-MRA[196]
	September 10–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	3
	600
	± 4.0%



	Fox 2 Detroit/Mitchell Poll[197]
	September 6–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	6
	940
	± 3.2%
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See also: Early/Mid 2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016 § Minnesota[image: External link]


10 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–44%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–45%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.3%
	41.3%
	N/A
	4



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	45.3%
	38.5%
	6.8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.3%
	41.7%
	4.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47%
	37%
	10



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	54.9%
	45.1%
	9.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	47%
	39%
	6%
	N/A
	8



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	50.2%
	42.7%
	5.8%
	7.5



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45%
	41%
	5%
	1.5%
	4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.3%
	40.3%
	5.3%
	1.7%
	5.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47%
	37%
	8%
	3.7%
	10





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	SurveyUSA/KSTP-TV[207]
	October 22–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	11
	656
	± 3.9%



	SurveyUSA/KSTP-TV[208]
	September 16–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	6
	625
	± 4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	SurveyUSA/KSTP-TV[207]
	October 22–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	10
	656
	± 3.9%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[209]
	September 23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Tied
	906
	± 3.3%



	SurveyUSA/KSTP-TV[208]
	September 16–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	625
	± 4%



	Star Tribune[210]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	625
	± 4%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Star Tribune/Mason-Dixon[211]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	8
	625
	± 4.0%
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6 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 56%–43%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 55%–44%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	42.5%
	51%
	N/A
	8.5



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	42.7%
	51.4%
	8.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	42%
	50%
	8



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	45.1%
	54.9%
	9.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	43%
	46%
	4%
	N/A
	3



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	42.6%
	53%
	2.9%
	N/A
	11.4



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	41%
	49%
	3.5%
	2%
	8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	42%
	50%
	4%
	2%
	8




No polling conducted post September 1, 2016
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10 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 49.4%–49.2%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–44%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	40.7%
	46.7%
	N/A
	6



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	36.7%
	47.3%
	10.6



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	38.3%
	46%
	7.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	40.7%
	46.7%
	6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	37.4%
	48.7%
	11.3



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	45.1%
	54.9%
	9.8



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	42.5%
	44%
	6.5%
	N/A
	1.5



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	39%
	47%
	5%
	8



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	42.7%
	49.9%
	5.9%
	7.2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	39.8%
	46.5%
	4.8%
	6.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	37.3%
	48.6%
	7.7%
	11.3



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	39.7%
	47.3%
	5%
	2%
	7.6



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.7%
	46.7%
	4.7%
	1.7%
	6



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	39.7%
	47.7%
	4.7%
	1.7%
	8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.1%
	49.5%
	8.2%
	3%
	13.4





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	11
	1,083
	± 3.0%



	MO Scout/BK Strategies[213]
	October 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	53%
	14
	1,698
	± 2.38%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[214]
	September 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	10
	1,279
	± 3%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[215]
	November 4–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	750
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[216]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	13
	871
	± 3.3%



	Remington Research Group[217]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	12
	1,722
	± 2.36%



	DHM Research[218]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	9
	508
	± 4.4%



	Emerson College[15]
	October 28–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	15
	650
	± 3.8%



	Monmouth University[219]
	October 28–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	14
	405
	± 4.9%



	Mason-Dixon[220]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	625
	± 4%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[221]
	October 23–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	2,559
	± 1.94%



	Emerson College[222]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	600
	± 3.9%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[223]
	October 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	2,171
	± 2.1%



	Monmouth University[224]
	October 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	406
	± 4.9%



	CBS News/YouGov[225]
	September 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	9
	1,087
	± 3.9%



	Emerson College[30]
	September 9–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	13
	600
	± 3.9%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[226]
	September 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	9
	1,275
	± 3%
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See also: Pre-2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016 § Montana[image: External link]


3 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 49%–47%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 55%–42%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	37%
	48%
	N/A
	11



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	35.3%
	50%
	14.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	41.9%
	58.1%
	16.2



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	32%
	45%
	9%
	N/A
	13



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	38.8%
	50.3%
	9.4%
	11.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	35.3%
	50%
	9%
	14.7



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	31.5%
	44.5%
	9%
	2%
	13



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32.3%
	49%
	7.7%
	1.3%
	16.7




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Mason-Dixon[227]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	10
	1,003
	± 3.2%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Montana State University Billings[228]
	October 3–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	27%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	16
	590
	± 4.0%
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  Nebraska[image: External link]




Main article: United States presidential election in Nebraska, 2016


5 electoral votes (Statewide vote worth 2 EVs; 1st, 2nd, and 3rd congressional districts worth 1 EV each)

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–42%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 60%–38%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	36.5%
	48.5%
	N/A
	12



	Huffpost Pollster[image: External link]
	36.5%
	53%
	16.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	31.7%
	53.3%
	21.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	39.2%
	60.8%
	21.6



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	29%
	56%
	7%
	N/A
	27



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	36%
	53.8%
	8.4%
	17.8



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	30.5%
	49%
	11%
	3%
	18.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	31.7%
	53.3%
	9%
	3%
	21.6





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[229]
	September 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	29%
	Donald Trump
	56%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	27
	700
	± 3.6%
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6 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 55%–43%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 52%–46%

Aggregate polls Poll numbers verified as of October 27, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Darrell Castle

IAPN[image: External link] ( Constitution[image: External link])
	Rocky de la Fuente[image: External link]

Unafilliated ( ADP[image: External link]/ Reform[image: External link])
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.2%
	43.5%
	N/A
	2.7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45%
	43.7%
	1.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.8%
	43.8%
	2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	45.6%
	43.9%
	1.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	50.7%
	49.3%
	1.4



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.4
	42.3
	5.9
	N/A
	3.1



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	47.5%
	44.6%
	6.6%
	2.9



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	44.4%
	42%
	5.2%
	2.4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.3%
	43.3%
	6.3%
	2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	45.8%
	43.4%
	6.5%
	2.4



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	44.7%
	42.8%
	6.8%
	5%
	N/A
	1.9



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	41%
	41%
	9.3%
	4.5%
	-



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	43.7%
	43.7%
	9.7%
	1.3%
	-



	Five-way
	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44%
	38%
	7%
	N/A
	1%
	1%
	6




Two-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	688
	± 3.7%



	CNN/ORC[230]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	6
	790
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist College[231]
	October 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Tied
	707
	±3.7%



	CNN/ORC[232]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	4
	698
	± 3.5%



	Clarity Campaign Labs[233]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Tied
	1,010
	± 3.1%



	Public Policy Polling[234]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	4
	986
	± 3.1%



	Fox News[235]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	4
	704
	± 3.5%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	3
	400
	± 4.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	1
	627
	± 3.9%



	Public Policy Polling[237]
	September 6–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	3
	815
	± 3.4%




Three-way



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[238]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	1
	1,793
	± 2.31%



	JMC Analytics/8 News NOW[239]
	October 28 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Tied
	600
	± 4.0%



	CNN/ORC[230]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	6
	790
	± 3.5%



	Remington Research/Axiom Strategies[240]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	4
	787
	± 3.49%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist College[231]
	October 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Tied
	707
	±3.7%



	Las Vegas Review-Journal/Bendixen & Amandi International[241]
	October 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	7
	800
	± 3.5%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[242]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	3
	1,332
	± 2.68%



	KTNV/Rasmussen Reports[243]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	4
	826
	± 3.5%



	Monmouth University[244]
	October 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	7
	413
	± 4.8%



	CNN/ORC[232]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	2
	698
	± 3.5%



	CBS News/YouGov[245]
	October 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	6
	996
	± 4.5%



	JMC Analytics/8 News NOW[246]
	October 10–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	2
	600
	± 4.0%



	Public Opinion Strategies[247]
	October 11–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	6
	600
	± 4%



	UNLV/Hart Research[248]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	3
	700
	± 3.8%



	Las Vegas Review-Journal/Bendixen & Amandi International[249]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	1
	800
	± 3.5%



	Fox News[235]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	3
	704
	± 3.5%



	KTNV/Rasmussen Reports[250]
	September 16–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	3
	800
	± 4%



	Insights West[26]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	3
	398
	± 4.9%



	Monmouth University[251]
	September 11–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	2
	406
	± 4.9%




Four-way race










	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Insights West[12]
	November 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	387
	± 4.9%



	Gravis Marketing[252]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	2
	1,158
	± 2.9%



	Emerson College[215]
	November 4–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	600
	± 3.9%



	Trafalgar Group[253]
	November 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	1,100
	± 3.02%



	Emerson College[92]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	2
	550
	± 4.1%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News Network[254]
	October 25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	875
	± 3.3%



	Emerson College[24]
	October 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	Tied
	700
	± 3.6%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	Tied
	400
	± 4.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	627
	± 3.9%




Five-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	IAPN
	%
	Unaffiliated
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Suffolk University[255]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Darrell Castle
	1%
	Rocky De La Fuente
	1%
	6
	500
	± 4.4%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  New Hampshire




4 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–45%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 52%–46%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.4%
	37.6%
	N/A
	7.8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.5%
	38.5%
	6



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.7%
	38.7%
	7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.3%
	38.6%
	8.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	54.4%
	45.6%
	8.7



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	45%
	38%
	9%
	N/A
	7



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	49.2%
	41.9%
	7.6%
	7.2



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	43.2%
	37.1%
	8%
	6.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	44.6%
	37.8%
	8.6%
	6.8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.9%
	40.6%
	7.9%
	6.3



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45%
	37%
	8.2%
	3.2%
	8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.7%
	37.6%
	9%
	3%
	7.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	43.3%
	37.3%
	7%
	2.7%
	6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.9%
	40.6%
	7.9%
	1.4%
	6.3





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	UMass Lowell/7News[256]
	October 28 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	1
	695
	± 4.28%



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	5
	781
	± 3.5%



	MassInc/WBUR[257]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2
	500
	± 4.4%



	InsideSources/NH Journal[258]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	408
	± 5.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist College[231]
	October 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	8
	768
	±3.5%



	MassInc/WBUR[259]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	501
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[260]
	October 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	11
	600
	± 4%



	MassInc/WBUR[261]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	9
	502
	± 4.4%



	GBA Strategies[262]
	September 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	6
	600
	± 4.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	1
	737
	± 3.6%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	University of New Hampshire[263]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	701
	± 3.7%



	Emerson College[215]
	November 4–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[264]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	1,001
	± 2.1%



	American Research Group[265]
	October 31 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	600
	± 4.0%



	Suffolk University/Boston Globe[266]
	October 31 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Tied
	500
	± 4.4%



	UMass Lowell/7News[256]
	October 28 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Tied
	695
	± 4.28%



	MassInc/WBUR[257]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	500
	± 4.4%



	University of New Hampshire/WMUR[267]
	October 26–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	641
	± 3.9%



	Emerson College[203]
	October 23–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	600
	± 3.9%



	Monmouth University[268]
	October 22–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	401
	± 4.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist College[231]
	October 20–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	9
	768
	± 3.5%



	UMass Amherst/WBZ Poll[269]
	October 17–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	772
	± 4.5%



	Emerson College[222]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	8
	900
	± 3.2%



	University of New Hampshire[270]
	October 11–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	15
	770
	± 3.5%



	MassInc/WBUR[259]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	501
	± 4.4%



	UMass Lowell/7News[271]
	October 7–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	517
	± 4.9%



	Suffolk University/Boston Globe[272]
	October 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	500
	± 4.4%



	MassInc/WBUR[261]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	7
	502
	± 4.4%



	GBA Strategies[262]
	September 25–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	7
	600
	± 4.0%



	American Research Group[273]
	September 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	522
	± 4.2%



	Monmouth University[274]
	September 17–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	9
	400
	± 4.9%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[9]
	September 6–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	15%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	2
	737
	± 3.6%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	14%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	5
	600
	± 3.9%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	InsideSources/NH Journal[258]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	2
	408
	± 5.1%
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  New Jersey




14 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–42%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	52%
	38.3%
	N/A
	13.7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	48.5%
	40%
	8.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	48.1%
	35%
	13.1



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	50.8%
	39.5%
	11.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50.3%
	38%
	12.3



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	56.6%
	43.4%
	13.2



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44%
	32%
	9%
	N/A
	12



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	49%
	35%
	6%
	14



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	54.3%
	40.1%
	4.1%
	14.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47%
	43%
	5%
	4



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	48.7%
	35.3%
	6.3%
	3%
	13.4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	48.5%
	36%
	5.5%
	3%
	12.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47%
	43%
	5%
	2%
	4





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Fairleigh Dickinson University[275]
	October 12–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	11
	579
	± 4.3%



	Stockton College[276]
	September 22–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	6
	638
	± 3.9%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Stockton University[277]
	October 27 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	678
	± 3.75%



	Fairleigh Dickinson University[275]
	October 12–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	14
	293
	± 5.7%



	Rutgers-Eagleton[278]
	September 6–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	29%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	21
	735
	± 3.8%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	800
	± 3.4%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  New Mexico[image: External link]




5 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–42%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–43%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.7%
	35.3%
	N/A
	11.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45%
	33.5%
	11.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45%
	33.5%
	11.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	48.7%
	38%
	9.3



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	55.7%
	44.3%
	11.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	41%
	33%
	18%
	N/A
	8



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	47.8%
	36.6%
	14.3%
	11.2



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	40.7%
	31.7%
	13.5%
	9



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46%
	35%
	12.7%
	11



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	40.7%
	32.3%
	18.7%
	3%
	8.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.5%
	32%
	19%
	2%
	8.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	40.5%
	32%
	19%
	2%
	8.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46%
	35%
	12.7%
	2%
	11





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Research & Polling Inc[279]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	10
	501
	± 4.4%





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Zia Poll[280]
	November 6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	8,439
	± 1.8%



	Research & Polling Inc[281]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	504
	± 4.4%



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[282]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	1,327
	± 2.7%



	Zia Poll[283]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	1,102
	± 3.0%



	Zia Poll[284]
	October 24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	1,899
	± 2.25%



	Zia Poll[285]
	October 11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	10
	1,536
	± 2.5%



	SurveyUSA[286]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	14%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	13
	594
	± 4.1%



	Research & Polling Inc[279]
	September 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	24%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	501
	± 4.4%
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  New York




29 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 63%–36%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 63%–35%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	55.5%
	31.5%
	N/A
	24



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	55%
	35.5%
	19.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	53.2%
	31.9%
	21.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	52.7%
	31.7%
	21



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	53.4%
	29.4%
	24



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	63.1%
	36.9%
	26.2



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	54%
	30%
	5%
	N/A
	24



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	57.7%
	36.1%
	4.5%
	11.6



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	53%
	30.5%
	6%
	4.5%
	22.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	53%
	30.5%
	6%
	4.5%
	22.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	52.7%
	31.7%
	6.7%
	4%
	21



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	53.3%
	30.3%
	5.7%
	4.3%
	23






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	NBC 4 New York/Wall Street Journal/Marist[287]
	September 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	57%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	24
	676
	± 3.8%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian

Independence[image: External link]
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Siena College[288]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	17
	617
	± 4.5%



	Siena College[289]
	October 13–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	54%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	24
	611
	± 4.6%



	NBC 4 New York/Wall Street Journal/Marist[287]
	September 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	21
	676
	± 3.8%



	Siena College[290]
	September 11–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	21
	600
	± 5.0%
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  North Carolina[image: External link]




15 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 50%–49%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 50%–48%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 24, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	48.6%
	45.2%
	N/A
	3.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.2%
	43.7%
	0.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	47.5%
	44.8%
	2.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	48.1%
	45.4%
	7.1



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	51.5%
	48.5%
	3



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.5%
	43.3%
	5.9%
	N/A
	2.3



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	46%
	43%
	6%
	3



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	48.6%
	45.7%
	5.7%
	2.9



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	45.4%
	43.1%
	5.9%
	2.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46%
	43.7%
	5.5%
	2.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46.2%
	45.3%
	3.5%
	0.9



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.4%
	43.6%
	5.6%
	2%
	3



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	43%
	42.7%
	7.3%
	2.7%
	0.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46%
	42%
	4.7%
	2.7%
	4






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Quinnipiac University[66]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	870
	± 3.3%



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	2
	1,169
	± 2.9%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2
	602
	± 4.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[291]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	780
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	702
	± 3.7%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[292]
	October 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	8
	792
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[293]
	October 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	3
	875
	± 3.3%



	Ipsos/Reuters[294]
	October 6–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	2
	1,233
	± 3.2%



	Time Warner Cable News/SurveyUSA[295]
	October 14–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	2
	651
	± 3.9%



	CNN/ORC[296]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	2
	788
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[297]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	5
	743
	± 3.6%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[298]
	September 29 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	1
	805
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	3
	507
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	4
	861
	± 3.3%



	Fox News[299]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	5
	734
	± 3.9%



	Public Policy Polling[300]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Tied
	1,024
	± 3.1%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	3
	400
	± 4.9%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[301]
	November 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Tied
	800
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[66]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	2
	870
	± 3.3%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[302]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	3
	2,596
	± 1.92%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	3
	602
	± 4.0%



	WRAL-TV News/SurveyUSA[303]
	October 28–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	7
	659
	±3.9%



	Remington Research/Axiom Strategies[304]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	2
	1,176
	± 2.85%



	Emerson College[92]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	3
	650
	± 3.8%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[291]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	6
	780
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	4
	702
	± 3.7%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[292]
	October 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	7
	792
	± 3.5%



	Monmouth University[305]
	October 20–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	1
	402
	± 4.9%



	Public Policy Polling[293]
	October 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	3
	875
	± 3.3%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[306]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	3
	1,746
	± 2.33%



	Civitas[307]
	October 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	2
	600
	± 4.0%



	Time Warner Cable News/SurveyUSA[295]
	October 14–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	2
	651
	± 3.9%



	CNN/ORC[296]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	1
	788
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[297]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	4
	743
	± 3.6%



	Suffolk University[308]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	2
	500
	± 4.4%



	High Point University[309]
	October 1–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	1
	479
	± 4.5%



	WRAL-TV/SurveyUSA[310]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	2
	656
	± 3.9%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	3
	507
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	2
	861
	± 3.3%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[311]
	September 23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	1
	694
	± 3.7%



	Meredith College[312]
	September 18–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	3
	487
	± 4.43%



	High Point University[313]
	September 17–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	1
	404
	± 4.9%



	Fox News[299]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	5
	734
	± 3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[300]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	2
	1,024
	± 3.1%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[314]
	September 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Tied
	782
	± 3.6%



	Civitas[315]
	September 11–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Tied
	600
	± 4%



	Suffolk University[316]
	September 5–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	3
	500
	± 4.4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[317]
	November 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	1,250
	± 2.8%



	Trafalgar Group[318]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	5
	1,154
	± 2.88%



	CBS News/YouGov[319]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	3
	992
	± 4.1%



	Elon University[320]
	October 23–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	710
	± 3.7%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News Network[321]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	1,273
	± 2.8%



	Ipsos/Reuters[294]
	October 6–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	1,233
	± 3.2%



	Emerson College[322]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	600
	± 3.9%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[298]
	September 29 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	805
	± 3.5%



	Elon University[323]
	September 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	6
	660
	± 3.81%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	400
	± 4.9%



	Elon University[324]
	September 12–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	1
	644
	± 3.86%
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3 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 53%–45%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–39%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 20, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34%
	52%
	N/A
	18



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	34.1%
	54.1%
	20



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32%
	43%
	11



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	39.2%
	60.8%
	21.6



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	32%
	43%
	8%
	N/A
	11



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	37.6%
	52.6%
	8.5%
	15



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	29%
	47%
	12%
	1.5%
	18



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	32%
	43%
	8%
	1%
	11




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green Party
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	DFM Research[325]
	September 12–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	32%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	400
	4.9%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Ohio




18 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 51%–47%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 51%–48%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 20, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	46.1%
	45.3%
	N/A
	0.8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	43.2%
	45%
	1.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.8%
	46.2%
	0.4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	45.6%
	46%
	0.4



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	50.5%
	49.5%
	0.5



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	43%
	43%
	8%
	N/A
	-



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	47.4%
	45.4%
	6%
	2



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	44.1%
	42.4%
	5.5%
	1.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	43.9%
	43.7%
	3.1%
	0.2



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	43.4%
	43%
	6.7%
	2.4%
	0.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	44.1%
	43.6%
	5.9%
	2%
	0.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	44%
	44.6%
	5.6%
	2%
	0.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	43.9%
	43.7%
	3.1%
	1.1%
	0.2






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Columbus Dispatch[326]
	October 27 – November 5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	1,151
	±2.9%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	3
	589
	± 4.0%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	1
	624
	± 3.9%



	CNN/ORC[327]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	3
	774
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[297]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Tied
	724
	± 3.6%



	Ipsos/Reuters[328]
	October 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	3
	1,200
	±3.2%



	Baldwin Wallace University[329]
	October 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	10
	1,152
	± 3%



	Public Policy Polling[330]
	October 5–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	1
	872
	± 3.5%



	TargetSmart/William and Mary[331]
	October 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	3
	812
	± %



	Anzalone Liszt Grove[332]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	2
	800
	± 3.46%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	3
	497
	± 4.4%



	Target Smart/William & Mary[333]
	September 15–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	3
	652
	± %



	Fox News[334]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	5
	737
	± 3.5%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Tied
	400
	± 4.9%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[335]
	September 9–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	5
	802
	± 3.5%



	CNN/ORC[336]
	September 7–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	4
	769
	± 3.5%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[337]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	1
	2,557
	± 1.94%



	Remington Research/Axiom Strategies[338]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	5
	1,187
	± 2.84%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[339]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	4
	1,971
	± 2.2%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[215]
	November 4–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	900
	± 3.2%



	CBS News/YouGov[340]
	November 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	1,189
	± 4.1%



	TargetSmart/William and Mary[341]
	October 31 – November 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	844
	± %



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	589
	± 4.0%



	Emerson College[92]
	October 26–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	800
	± 3.4%



	Trafalgar Group[342]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	1150
	± 2.89%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	624
	± 3.9%



	CNN/ORC[327]
	October 10–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	774
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[297]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	1
	724
	± 3.6%



	Emerson College[322]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	600
	± 3.9%



	Ipsos/Reuters[328]
	October 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	1,200
	± 3.2%



	Baldwin Wallace University[329]
	October 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	9
	1,152
	± 3%



	CBS News/YouGov[343]
	October 5–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	997
	± 3.9%



	Public Policy Polling[330]
	October 5–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	872
	± 3.5%



	TargetSmart/William and Mary[331]
	October 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	812
	± %



	Monmouth University[344]
	October 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	405
	± 4.9%



	Anzalone Liszt Grove[332]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	800
	± 3.46%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	497
	± 4.4%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[345]
	September 22–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	850
	± 3.4%



	Target Smart/William & Mary[333]
	September 15–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	652
	± %



	Fox News[334]
	September 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	737
	± 3.5%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	2
	400
	± 4.9%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[335]
	September 9–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	802
	± 3.5%



	CNN/ORC[336]
	September 7–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	5
	769
	± 3.5%



	CBS News/YouGov[346]
	September 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	994
	± 3.9%




Five-way race










	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Independent
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Suffolk University[347]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Richard Duncan
	1%
	Tied
	500
	± 4.4%



	Suffolk University[348]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Richard Duncan
	1%
	3
	500
	± 4.4%
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7 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 66%–34%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 67%–33%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 20, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	33.5%
	52.5%
	N/A
	19



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	30.9%
	53.6%
	22.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36%
	51%
	15



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	38.6%
	61.4%
	22.8



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	36%
	51%
	6%
	N/A
	15



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	36%
	51%
	6%
	15



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	37.8%
	55.9%
	6.3%
	18.1



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36%
	51%
	6%
	15



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	26%
	49%
	13%
	7%
	23




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	SoonerPoll[349]
	October 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	30%
	Donald Trump
	60%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	30
	530
	± 4.26%



	SoonerPoll[350]
	September 13–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	51%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	15
	515
	± 4.32%
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7 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–40%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 54%–42%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 20, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.5%
	35.8%
	N/A
	9.7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	50%
	36%
	14



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.8%
	36.5%
	9.3



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	56.5%
	43.5%
	13



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	43%
	39%
	10%
	N/A
	4



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	52.3%
	40.3%
	6%
	12



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	44.8%
	35%
	6.7%
	9.8



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.5%
	35.8%
	6.5%
	3.8%
	9.7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	45.8%
	36.5%
	6.3%
	3.5%
	9.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.8%
	36.5%
	6.3%
	3.5%
	9.3




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Fox 12/Davis, Hibbitts & Midghall, Inc.[351]
	October 24–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	504
	± 4.4%



	Riley Research/KGW[352]
	October 4–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	10
	608
	± 3.97%



	DHM Research[353]
	October 6–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	7
	600
	± 4.0%



	KATU-TV/SurveyUSA[354]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	10
	654
	± 3.9%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[355]
	October 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	1,248
	± 2.8%



	Hoffman Research[356]
	September 29 – October 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	12
	605
	± 4%



	iCitizen[357]
	September 2–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	28%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	15
	610
	± 4.0%



	DHM Research[358]
	September 1–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	25%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	13
	517
	± 4.3%
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20 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–44%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 52%–47%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	48.2%
	42.4%
	N/A
	5.8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.6%
	41.8%
	5.8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.8%
	41.8%
	5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.6%
	42%
	5.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	52.5%
	47.5%
	5



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	46%
	40%
	5%
	N/A
	6



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	50.3%
	44.1%
	4.3%
	7.4



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	46%
	39.5%
	5.2%
	6.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.1%
	42.1%
	5.7%
	5



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.8%
	40.6%
	5.8%
	2.8%
	5.2



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46.2%
	40.4%
	5.4%
	3%
	5.8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	45.8%
	40.8%
	5.3%
	2.7%
	5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	48%
	42%
	5.8%
	3.3%
	6






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[359]
	October 30 – November 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	6
	420
	± 5.5%



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	4
	1,050
	± 3.0%



	CNN/ORC[360]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	5
	799
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	6
	612
	± 4.0%



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[361]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	2
	2,606
	± 1.9%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[362]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	420
	± 5.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[363]
	October 6–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	6
	1,467
	±2.9%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	6
	660
	± 3.8%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[364]
	October 7–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	9
	806
	± 3.5%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[76]
	October 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	12
	709
	± 3.7%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	5
	535
	± 4.2%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	5
	886
	± 3.3%



	CNN/ORC[365]
	September 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	3
	771
	± 3.5%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[366]
	September 19–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	3
	486
	± 5.0%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	9
	400
	± 4.9%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[367]
	September 12–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	9
	405
	± 5.5%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[368]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	1
	2,683
	± 1.89%



	Remington Research/Axiom Strategies[369]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	2
	1,249
	± 2.77%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[370]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	3
	1,997
	± 2.19%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Gravis Marketing[371]
	November 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	1,220
	± 2.8%



	Trafalgar Group[372]
	November 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	1
	1,300
	± 2.68%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[359]
	October 30 – November 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	405
	± 5.5%



	Harper Polling[373]
	November 2–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Tied
	504
	± 4.4%



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[374]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	1,016
	± 3.1%



	Susquehanna Polling & Research, Inc[375]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	2%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	2
	681
	± 3.76%



	Monmouth University[376]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	403
	± 4.9%



	CNN/ORC[360]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	4
	799
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[68]
	October 27 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	5
	612
	± 4.0%



	Gravis Marketing/One America News Network[361]
	October 31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	1
	2,606
	± 1.9%



	Franklin & Marshall College[377]
	October 26–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	11
	652
	± 5.1%



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[378]
	October 25–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	3,217
	± 1.7%



	CBS News/YouGov[379]
	October 26–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	1,091
	± 3.7%



	Emerson College[203]
	October 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	5
	550
	± 4.1%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[362]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	420
	± 5.5%



	New York Times Upshot/Siena College[380]
	October 23–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	824
	± 3.4%



	Emerson College[222]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	4
	800
	± 3.4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[363]
	October 6–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	1,467
	± 2.9%



	Quinnipiac University[45]
	October 10–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	6
	660
	± 3.8%



	Bloomberg/Selzer[364]
	October 7–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	9
	806
	± 3.5%



	Lucid/The Times-Picayune[381]
	October 7–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	1,747
	± %



	Susquehanna Polling & Research, Inc[382]
	October 4–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	764
	± 3.5%



	CBS News/YouGov[343]
	October 5–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	997
	± 4.2%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[76]
	October 3–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	12
	709
	± 3.7%



	Monmouth University[383]
	September 30 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	10
	402
	± 4.9%



	Franklin & Marshall College[384]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	9
	496
	± 6.1%



	Quinnipiac University[78]
	September 27 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	4
	535
	± 4.2%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	886
	± 3.3%



	CNN/ORC[365]
	September 20–25, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	771
	± 3.5%



	Breitbart/Gravis Marketing[385]
	September 23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	3
	949
	± 3.2%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[366]
	September 19–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	2
	486
	± 5.0%



	Mercyhurst University[386]
	September 12–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	1
	420
	± 4.8%



	Harper Polling[387]
	September 21–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	2
	500
	± 4.4%



	Greenberg Quinlan Rosner[236]
	September 10–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	400
	± 4.9%



	Morning Call/Muhlenberg College[367]
	September 12–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	14%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	8
	405
	± 5.5%
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4 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 63%–35%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 63%–35%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	48.5%
	38%
	N/A
	10.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50%
	35.3%
	14.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	57.2%
	42.8%
	14.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	52%
	32%
	5%
	N/A
	20



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	55.7%
	38.2%
	4.4%
	17.5



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46.5%
	32.5%
	10%
	6%
	14



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50%
	35.3%
	7%
	4.3%
	14.7




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[24]
	October 2–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	20
	600
	± 3.9%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	3
	800
	± 3.4%
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9 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 54%–45%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 55%–44%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	39.5%
	47.5%
	N/A
	8



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	39.9%
	44.8%
	4.9



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	39.3%
	47%
	7.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.3%
	44%
	2.7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	46.7%
	53.3%
	6.7



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	38%
	42%
	6%
	N/A
	5



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	44.3%
	50.3%
	4.5%
	6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.3%
	44%
	6.7%
	2.7



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	38%
	47.5%
	4.5%
	2%
	9.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	37.7%
	45.3%
	5.3%
	2.3%
	7.6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.3%
	44%
	6.7%
	2.3%
	2.7





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Starboard Communications[388]
	September 7–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	13
	600
	± 4.8%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Independent
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Starboard Communications[389]
	October 30–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	
	
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	11
	600
	± 4.4%



	Winthrop University[390]
	September 18–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	
	
	4
	475
	± 4.5%



	Trafalgar Group[391]
	September 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	53%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	
	
	15
	1,247
	± 2.77%
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3 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 53%–45%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 58%–40%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34.5%
	49%
	N/A
	14.5



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	43%
	57%
	14



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	37%
	44%
	7%
	N/A
	7



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	37%
	44%
	7%
	7



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	39.4%
	52%
	7%
	12.6



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	29%
	43%
	19%
	3%
	14




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Mason-Dixon[392]
	October 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	7
	400
	5.0%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Other candidate
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Nielson Brothers Polling[393]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Darrell Castle
	1%
	14
	600
	4%



	Remington Research Group[394]
	October 19–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	37%
	Donald Trump
	48%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Darrell Castle
	2%
	11
	1,115
	2.93%
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11 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–42%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 59%–39%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	34.5%
	46%
	N/A
	11.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	35.5%
	52%
	16.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	34.8%
	47.8%
	13



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.7%
	47.3%
	10.6



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	42.1%
	57.9%
	15.8



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	35%
	46%
	6%
	N/A
	11



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	40.7%
	53.3%
	4.3%
	12.6



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	34.5%
	46%
	5.5%
	1%
	11.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	35.5%
	47%
	6%
	1%
	11.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	36.7%
	47.3%
	7%
	2%
	10.6






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	MTSU[395]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	10
	472
	± 5.0%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	iCitizen[396]
	October 14–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	34%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	10
	508
	± 4.4%



	MTSU[395]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	50%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	12
	472
	± 5.0%



	Vanderbilt University[397]
	September 19 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	33%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	11
	1000
	± 3.4%
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38 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 55%–44%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 57%–41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Evan McMullin

Independent
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	41.4%
	45%
	N/A
	3.6



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.8%
	44.8%
	4



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	41.5%
	46.8%
	5.3



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	41%
	45.7%
	4.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	40.7%
	45.8%
	5.1



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	46.5%
	53.5%
	7



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	41%
	45%
	6%
	N/A
	4



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	43.4%
	49.9
	5.2%
	6.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	40.8%
	44.8
	5.2%
	4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	39%
	45.3%
	7.2%
	6.3



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	40.6%
	44.2%
	6.2%
	1.7%
	N/A
	3.6



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	40.8%
	44.8%
	5.2%
	1.3%
	4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	41%
	45.7%
	5.7%
	-
	4.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	41.7%
	46%
	6.7%
	2%
	4.3




Two-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	8
	679
	± 3.8%



	Texas Lyceum[398]
	September 1–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	6
	502
	± 4.37%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Austin American-Statesman/Crosswind[399]
	October 22–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	7
	800
	± 3.5%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Emerson College[400]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	35%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	14
	700
	± 3.6%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal/Marist[6]
	October 30 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	49%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	9
	679
	± 3.8%



	KTVT-CBS 11/Dixie Strategies Poll[401]
	October 27–29, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	52%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	13
	980
	± 3.13%



	Texas Tribune/University of Texas[402]
	October 14–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	959
	± 3.16%



	CBS News/YouGov[403]
	October 20–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	46%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	1,031
	± 4.4%



	University of Houston[404]
	October 7–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	3
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	SurveyUSA/TEGNA[405]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	47%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	638
	± 4.0%



	KTVT-CBS 11/Dixie Strategies Poll[406]
	September 29 – October 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	38%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	780
	± 3.5%



	Texas Lyceum[398]
	September 1–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	32%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	502
	± 4.37%



	Emerson College[407]
	September 7–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	36%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	6
	700
	± 3.6%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
  Utah[image: External link]




6 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 62%–34%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 73%–25%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Darrell Castle

Constitution[image: External link]
	Evan McMullin

Independent
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	25%
	32%
	N/A
	7



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	34%
	45.5%
	11.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	25.5%
	40.8%
	15.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	28.2%
	33.2%
	5



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	43.1%
	56.9%
	13.8



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	26%
	29%
	16%
	N/A
	3



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	26%
	30%
	5%
	4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	28.3%
	33.1%
	5.2%
	4.8



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	24.5%
	36.5%
	13%
	-
	N/A
	12



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	28.1%
	35.4%
	6.3%
	N/A
	28%
	7.3



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	25%
	34.4%
	8.3%
	N/A
	20.7%
	9.4



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	23.3%
	37.3%
	11.3%
	0.7
	N/A
	14



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	26.7%
	31%
	6.3%
	0.7%
	4.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	28.6%
	32.9%
	4.9%
	N/A
	28.7%
	4.2



	Five-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	25%
	32%
	5.8%
	1%
	N/A
	25.8%
	6.2



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	25.2%
	31%
	7.3%
	1%
	N/A
	25.2%
	5.8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	25.2%
	31%
	7.3%
	0.8%
	N/A
	25.2%
	5.8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	26.7%
	31%
	6.3%
	0.7%
	N/A
	29.7%
	1.3



	Six-way
	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	24.7%
	33%
	7.7%
	0.7%
	1.3%
	22.3%
	15





	Four-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Trafalgar Group[408]
	November 3–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	30%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Evan McMullin
	25%
	10
	1,352
	± 2.67%



	Rasmussen Reports[409]
	October 29–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	31%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Evan McMullin
	21%
	11
	750
	± 4.0%



	Rasmussen Reports[410]
	October 23–24, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	28%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Evan McMullin
	29%
	3
	750
	± 4.0%





	Five-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Y2 Analytics[411]
	November 1–3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	24%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	Evan McMullin
	28%
	5
	500
	± 4.38%



	Emerson College[400]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	20%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	28%
	12
	1,000
	± 3.0%



	Monmouth University[412]
	October 30 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	31%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	24%
	6
	402
	± 4.9%



	Gravis Marketing[413]
	October 30–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	29%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	24%
	6
	1,424
	± 2.6%



	Dan Jones & Associates[414]
	October 20–27, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	24%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	30%
	2
	823
	± 3.42%



	Emerson College[222]
	October 17–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	24%
	Donald Trump
	27%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	Evan McMullin
	31%
	4
	700
	± 3.6%



	Rasmussen Reports[415]
	October 15–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	28%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	29%
	1
	750
	± 4.0%



	CBS News/YouGov[416]
	October 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	20%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	20%
	17
	951
	± 5.7%



	Monmouth University[417]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	28%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	20%
	6
	403
	± 4.9%



	Y2 Analytics[418][419]
	October 10–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	26%
	Donald Trump
	26%
	Gary Johnson
	14%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	22%
	Tied
	500
	± 4.4%



	Dan Jones & Associates[420]
	September 12–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	25%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	12%
	9
	820
	± 3.4%





	Six-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Constitution
	%
	Independent
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Dan Jones & Associates[421]
	October 12–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	25%
	Donald Trump
	30%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Darrell Castle
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	29%
	1
	818
	± 3.97%



	Dan Jones & Associates[422]
	September 1–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	24%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	0%
	Darrell Castle
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	9%
	15
	605
	± 3.98%
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3 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 67%–30%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 67%–31%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	52.5%
	30%
	N/A
	22.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	49%
	22.7%
	26.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	21%
	30



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	67.8%
	32.2%
	35.6



	Three-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	39%
	17%
	5%
	N/A
	22



	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	50%
	22%
	7%
	28



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	60.1%
	31.9%
	6.2%
	28.2



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	21%
	8.7%
	30



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.5%
	19.5%
	5.5%
	4%
	28



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	51%
	21%
	8.7%
	7%
	30




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	RRH Elections[423]
	October 24–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	52%
	Donald Trump
	26%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	26
	1,052
	± 3.0%



	WCAX[424]
	October 19–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	22%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	28
	603
	± 3.99%



	Castleton University/Vermont Public Radio[425]
	September 29 – October 14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	17%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	28
	650
	± 3.9%



	Emerson College[64]
	September 2–5, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	26%
	Gary Johnson
	13%
	Jill Stein
	7%
	21
	600
	± 3.9%
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13 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 53%–46%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 51%–47%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	49.6%
	40.2%
	N/A
	9.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	48%
	39.8%
	8.2



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	49%
	40.7%
	8.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	49.7%
	39.2%
	10.5



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	54.5%
	45.5%
	9



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	48%
	36%
	6%
	N/A
	12



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	51%
	42.8%
	5%
	7.8



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	46.5%
	38.2%
	4.4%
	8.3



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	48.2%
	42%
	6.7%
	6.2



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	48%
	39.2%
	4.6%
	1.5%
	8.8



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.3%
	39.3%
	5.3%
	1.5%
	8



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	48%
	40%
	4%
	1.5%
	8



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	46%
	35%
	5.7%
	1.3%
	11






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	6
	1,238
	± 2.8%



	Roanoke College[426]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	9
	654
	± 3.8%



	Washington Post/Schar School[427]
	October 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	6
	1,024
	± 3.5%



	Hampton University[428]
	October 26–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	3
	802
	± 4.57%



	Winthrop University[429]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	6
	712
	± 3.6%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	13
	749
	± 3.6%



	Hampton University[430]
	September 28 – October 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	34%
	12
	800
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	6
	811
	± 3.4%



	Christopher Newport University[431]
	September 15–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	10
	1,003
	± 3.9%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	7
	659
	± 3.8%



	Roanoke College[432]
	September 11–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	51%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	11
	841
	± 3.4%



	University of Mary Washington[433]
	September 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	5
	685
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[434]
	September 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	8
	878
	± 3.3%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[435]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	44%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	2
	3,076
	± 1.77%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[436]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	5
	1,106
	± 2.94%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[437]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	5
	1,787
	± 2.31%



	Emerson College[322]
	October 10–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	3
	600
	± 3.9%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Breitbart News/Gravis Marketing[438]
	November 1–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	1,362
	± 2.7%



	Emerson College[131]
	October 28–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	45%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	800
	± 3.4%



	Washington Post/Schar School[427]
	October 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	1,024
	± 3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[111]
	October 20–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	12
	749
	± 3.6%



	Public Policy Polling[46]
	September 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	6
	811
	± 3.4%



	CBS News/YouGov[439]
	September 21–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	8
	1,237
	± 3.3%



	Quinnipiac University[48]
	September 13–21, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	6
	659
	± 3.8%



	Roanoke College[432]
	September 11–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	841
	± 3.4%



	Public Policy Polling[434]
	September 9–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	878
	± 3.3%




Five-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Independent
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Christopher Newport University[440]
	November 1–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	<1%
	Evan McMullin
	2%
	6
	1,193
	± 3.6%



	Public Policy Polling[43]
	November 3–4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	5
	1,238
	± 2.8%



	Roanoke College[426]
	October 29 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	7
	654
	± 3.8%



	Winthrop University[429]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	2%
	5
	712
	± 3.6%



	Christopher Newport University[441]
	October 23–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	7
	814
	± 4.2%



	Christopher Newport University[442]
	October 16–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	3%
	12
	834
	± 3.9%



	Tarrance Group[443]
	October 12–15, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	2%
	9
	500
	± 4.1%



	Christopher Newport University[444]
	October 11–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	29%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	Evan McMullin
	3%
	15
	809
	± 3.6%



	Roanoke College[445]
	October 2–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	36%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	1%
	9
	814
	± 3.4%



	Christopher Newport University[446]
	September 27–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	42%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	12%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	2%
	7
	892
	± 3.7%



	Christopher Newport University[431]
	September 15–23, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	39%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	Gary Johnson
	15%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	Evan McMullin
	3%
	6
	1,003
	± 3.9%



	University of Mary Washington[433]
	September 6–12, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	40%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	Evan McMullin
	3%
	3
	685
	± 4.4%
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12 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 57%–40%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 56%–41%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	50.3%
	34.3%
	N/A
	16



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	50.5%
	35%
	15.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	46.2%
	33.6%
	12.6



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	48.3%
	35.3%
	13



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	49.3%
	32.8%
	16.5



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	58.3%
	41.7%
	16.6



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	48%
	31%
	1%
	N/A
	17



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	53.5%
	39.5%
	5.6%
	14



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	47.5%
	31%
	5.5%
	2.5%
	16.5



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	47.5%
	31%
	5.5%
	2.5%
	16.5



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.3%
	33.3%
	6%
	3.3%
	13



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	50%
	33%
	7%
	1.7%
	17




Two-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Insights West[12]
	November 4–6, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	55%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	16
	402
	± 4.9%



	KCTS 9/YouGov[447]
	October 6–13, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	53%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	14
	750
	± 4.4%



	Strategies 360[448]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	33%
	17
	500
	± 4.4%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	SurveyUSA[449]
	October 31 – November 2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	12
	681
	± 3.8%



	Elway Poll[450]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	17
	502
	± 4.5%



	Strategies 360[448]
	September 29 – October 3, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	31%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	4%
	16
	500
	± 4.4%



	Emerson College[229]
	September 25–26, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	5%
	6
	700
	± 3.6%



	Insights West[26]
	September 12–14, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	32%
	Gary Johnson
	16%
	Jill Stein
	6%
	12
	505
	± 4.4%
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  West Virginia[image: External link]




See also: Early/Mid 2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016 § West Virginia[image: External link]


5 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 56%–43%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 62%–36%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	30.5%
	56.5%
	N/A
	26.5



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	30.0%
	54.7%
	24.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	28.7%
	60.7%
	32



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	33.3%
	66.7%
	33.4



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	29%
	51%
	11%
	N/A
	22



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	34.1%
	59.2%
	4.9%
	25.1



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	29%
	61%
	6%
	32



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	29%
	50.5%
	11%
	4%
	21.5



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	29%
	61%
	6%
	3%
	32





	Two-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Garin-Hart-Yang[451]
	September 13–17, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	28%
	Donald Trump
	60%
	32
	500
	± 5.0%





	Three-way race





	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	
Independent/
Third-party candidate


	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Just Win Strategies[452]
	September 8–10, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	30%
	Donald Trump
	57%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	27
	600
	± 4%
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  Wisconsin




10 electoral votes

(Democratic in 2008[image: External link]) 56%–42%

(Democratic in 2012[image: External link]) 53%–46%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	47.6%
	40.4%
	N/A
	7.2



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46.5%
	40.5
	6



	HuffPost Pollster[image: External link]
	46.5%
	40.9%
	5.6



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46.5%
	40.5%
	6



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	47.3%
	40.3%
	7



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	53.5%
	46.5%
	6.9



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	47%
	39%
	5%
	N/A
	8



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	50%
	43.6%
	5.1%
	6.4



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44%
	41%
	8.3%
	3



	Four-way
	270 to Win[image: External link]
	45.4%
	39%
	6.6%
	2.8%
	6.4



	Election Projection[image: External link]
	46%
	39.3%
	5.3%
	2.3%
	6.7



	Real Clear Politics[image: External link]
	46%
	39.3%
	5.3%
	2.3%
	6.7



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	44.3%
	40.7%
	8.7%
	2.3%
	3.6






	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Public Policy Polling[212]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	7
	891
	± 3.3%



	Loras College[453]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	2
	500
	± 4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[454]
	October 18–19, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	50%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	12
	804
	± 3.9%



	Marquette University[455]
	October 6–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	4
	878
	± 3.9%



	Marquette University[456]
	September 15–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	2
	677
	± 4.8%




Three-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[457]
	November 1–2, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	49%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	3%
	8
	2,720
	± 1.88%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[458]
	October 23–30, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	4
	1,172
	± 2.86%



	Remington Research Group/Axiom Strategies[459]
	October 20–22, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	41%
	Gary Johnson
	5%
	5
	1,795
	± 2.31%




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	 %
	Republican
	 %
	Libertarian
	 %
	Green
	 %
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Loras College[453]
	October 31 – November 1, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	7%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	6
	500
	± 4.4%



	Marquette University[460]
	October 26–31, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	46%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	6
	1,190
	± 3.5%



	Emerson College[92]
	October 27–28, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	42%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	400
	± 4.9%



	McLaughlin & Associates[461]
	October 18–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	43%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	5
	600
	± 4.0%



	Monmouth University[462]
	October 15–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	6%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	7
	403
	± 4.9%



	St Norbert College[463]
	October 13–16, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	47%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	1%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	8
	664
	± 3.8%



	Marquette University[455]
	October 6–9, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	44%
	Donald Trump
	37%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	3%
	7
	878
	± 3.9%



	Loras College[464]
	October 5–8, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	35%
	Gary Johnson
	8%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	8
	500
	± 4.4%



	CBS News/YouGov[343]
	October 5–7, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	43%
	Donald Trump
	39%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	4
	993
	± 4.3%



	Gravis Marketing/Breitbart News[465]
	October 4, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	48%
	Donald Trump
	40%
	Gary Johnson
	4%
	Jill Stein
	1%
	8
	1,102
	± 3.0%



	Emerson College[136]
	September 19–20, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	45%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	7
	700
	± 3.6%



	Marquette University[456]
	September 15–18, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	41%
	Donald Trump
	38%
	Gary Johnson
	11%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	3
	677
	± 4.8%
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  Wyoming




See also: Pre-2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016 § Wyoming[image: External link]


3 electoral votes

(Republican in 2008[image: External link]) 65%–33%

(Republican in 2012[image: External link]) 69%–28%


	Aggregate polls



Poll numbers verified as of October 28, 2016.



	Race
	Poll model
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic[image: External link]
	Donald Trump

Republican[image: External link]
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green[image: External link]
	Lead margin



	Two-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	26%
	62%
	N/A
	36



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	23.3%
	58.7%
	35.4



	Votamatic[image: External link]
	29.5%
	70.5%
	41



	Three-way
	Electoral Vote[image: External link]
	20%
	58%
	9%
	N/A
	38



	FiveThirtyEight[image: External link]
	28.4%
	61.4%
	8%
	31



	Four-way
	Election Projection[image: External link]
	21%
	57%
	15%
	3%
	36



	TPM Polltracker[image: External link]
	23.3%
	58.7%
	9%
	2%
	35.4




Four-way race



	Poll source
	Date administered
	Democrat
	%
	Republican
	%
	Libertarian
	%
	Green Party
	%
	Lead margin
	Sample size
	Margin of error



	Wyoming Survey and Analysis Center[466]
	October 5–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	20%
	Donald Trump
	58%
	Gary Johnson
	9%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	38
	722
	± 3.6%



	DFM Research[467]
	September 6–11, 2016
	Hillary Clinton
	19%
	Donald Trump
	54%
	Gary Johnson
	10%
	Jill Stein
	2%
	35
	402
	± 4.9%
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 See also





	General election polling




	Nationwide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016

	Nationwide opinion polling for the United States presidential election by demographics, 2016

	International opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016




	Democratic primary polling




	Nationwide opinion polling for the Democratic Party 2016 presidential primaries

	Statewide opinion polling for the Democratic Party presidential primaries, 2016




	Republican primary polling




	Nationwide opinion polling for the Republican Party 2016 presidential primaries

	Statewide opinion polling for the Republican Party presidential primaries, 2016




	Older polling




	Pre-2016 statewide opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016[image: External link]
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 Notes








	
^ These results reflect only polls done on or after September 1, 2016.
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 African Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Undecided
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	80%
	11%
	
	69%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	86%
	7%
	
	79%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	86%
	7%
	
	79%
	940 likely voters
	±3.2%



	American Research Group[image: External link][4]
	October 17-20, 2016
	88%
	4%
	6%
	84%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	86%
	9%
	
	77%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Pew Research[6]
	September 27-October 10, 2016
	69%
	15%
	
	54%
	4,132 respondents
	±2.8%



	American Research Group[7]
	September 17-20, 2016
	87%
	2%
	8%
	85%
	990 registered voters
	±3.2%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[8]
	September 16-19, 2016
	81%
	7%
	
	74%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	89%
	6%
	
	83%
	1,753 adults
	±3.0%



	Morning Consult[10]
	September 6–8, 2016
	73%
	7%
	
	66%
	1,961 registered voters
	±2.0%



	YouGov[image: External link]/The Economist[image: External link][11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	82%
	11%
	5%
	71%
	1300 adults
	±4.4%



	USA Today/Suffolk University[image: External link][12]
	August 24–29, 2016
	92%
	4%
	
	88%
	1,000 voters
	±3%



	Morning Consult[13]
	August 24–26, 2016
	79%
	5%
	16%
	74%
	2,007 registered voters
	±2%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[14]
	July 4 – August 4, 2016
	80%
	14.6%
	
	65.4%
	
	



	Culturintel[15]
	June 1 – July 1, 2016
	52%
	26%
	22%
	26%
	
	



	SurveyUSA[image: External link][16]
	September 2–3, 2015
	59%
	25%
	16%
	34%
	108 African American registered voters
	± 3.3%
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	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Other
	Undecided
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	National Asian American Survey[17]
	August 10–September 29, 2016
	59%
	16%
	10%
	16%
	43%
	2,543
	± 3.5%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[18]
	September 2–3, 2015
	45.2%
	39.8%
	
	
	5.4%
	
	



	SurveyUSA[image: External link][16]
	September 2–3, 2015
	39%
	41%
	
	20%
	2%
	63 registered voters
	± 3.3%
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 Hispanic Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Undecided
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	61%
	27%
	
	34%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	65%
	20%
	
	45%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	Pew Research[6]
	September 27-October 10, 2016
	56%
	24%
	
	32%
	4,132 respondents
	±2.8%



	Wall Street Journal/NBC News/Telemundo[19]
	September 15-20, 2016
	63%
	16%
	
	47%
	300 Hispanic registered voters
	±5.66%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	63%
	21%
	16%
	42%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	Morning Consult[20]
	September 1–2, 2016
	61%
	21%
	
	40%
	2,001 registered voters
	±2%



	USA Today/Suffolk University[12]
	August 24–29, 2016
	65%
	24%
	
	41%
	1,000 voters
	±3%



	USC Dornsife/Los Angeles Times[21]
	July 4 – August 4, 2016
	59.1%
	27.8%
	
	31.3%
	
	



	SurveyUSA[image: External link][16]
	September 2–3, 2015
	50%
	31%
	19%
	19%
	171 Hispanic American registered voters
	± 3.3%
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 White Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Undecided
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[22]
	November 4-6, 2016
	38%
	50%
	
	12%
	799 likely voters
	± 3.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[23]
	November 3-6, 2016
	38%
	53%
	
	15%
	2,220 likely voters
	± 2.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	39%
	49%
	
	10%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	38%
	53%
	
	15%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	37%
	49%
	
	12%
	940 likely voters
	± 3.2%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	42%
	54%
	3%
	12%
	779 likely voters
	±4.0%



	American Research Group[4]
	October 17-20, 2016
	42%
	50%
	3%
	8%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.0%



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[25]
	October 14-17, 2016
	40%
	49%
	
	9%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.1%



	PRRI/Brookings[26]
	October 12-17, 2016
	40%
	43%
	
	3%
	692 likely voters
	±4.4%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	40%
	51%
	
	11%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Pew Research[6]
	September 27-October 10, 2016
	33%
	42%
	
	9%
	4,132 respondents
	±2.8%



	American Research Group[7]
	September 17-20, 2016
	39%
	50%
	5%
	11%
	990 registered voters
	±3.2%



	McClatchy/Marist College[27]
	September 15-20, 2016
	37%
	53%
	2%
	16%
	1,298 adults
	±2.7%



	Ipsos/Reuters[28]
	September 15-19, 2016
	33%
	42%
	8%
	9%
	1,098 White American registered voters
	±3.4%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal [8]
	September 16-18, 2016
	41%
	49%
	
	8%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Morning Consult[10]
	September 6–8, 2016
	35%
	44%
	
	9%
	1,710 likely voters
	±2%



	ABC News/Washington Post[29]
	September 5–8, 2016
	36%
	50%
	
	14%
	1,002 adults
	±3.5%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[30]
	September 1–4, 2016
	34%
	55%
	
	21%
	1,001 adults
	±3.5%



	Ipsos[image: External link]/ Reuters[image: External link][31]
	August 25–29, 2016
	35%
	44%
	7%
	9%
	1,946 Americans
	±2.5%



	SurveyUSA[image: External link][16]
	September 2–3, 2015
	34%
	51%
	14%
	17%
	603 White American registered voters
	± 3.3%
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 Non-white/Minority Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Undecided
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[22]
	November 4-6, 2016
	63%
	26%
	
	37%
	799 likely voters
	± 3.5%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	72%
	21%
	
	51%
	779 likely voters
	±8.0%



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[25]
	October 14-17, 2016
	74%
	21%
	
	53%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.1%



	PRRI/Brookings[26]
	October 12-17, 2016
	76%
	17%
	
	59%
	692 likely voters
	±4.4%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	76%
	16%
	
	60%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[32]
	September 22-26, 2016
	67%
	17%
	6%
	50%
	345 minority American registered voters
	±6.0%
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 White Americans with a college degree






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	48%
	41%
	7%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	51%
	41%
	10%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	50%
	40%
	10%
	940 likely voters
	± 3.2%



	PRRI/Brookings[26]
	October 12-17, 2016
	53%
	34%
	19%
	692 likely voters
	±4.4%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal [8]
	September 16-19, 2016
	49%
	43%
	5%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	51%
	40%
	11%
	1,753 adults
	±3.0%
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 White Americans without a college degree






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	30%
	60%
	30%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	27%
	57%
	30%
	940 likely voters
	± 3.2%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[8]
	September 16-19, 2016
	35%
	53%
	18%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	32%
	58%
	26%
	1,753 adults
	±3.0%
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 Male Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[22]
	November 4-6, 2016
	39%
	50%
	11%
	799 likely voters
	± 3.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	43%
	44%
	1%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	42%
	47%
	5%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	38%
	50%
	12%
	940 likely voters
	± 3.2%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	46%
	49%
	3%
	779 likely voters
	±5.0%



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[25]
	October 14-17, 2016
	46%
	44%
	2%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	45%
	48%
	3%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Pew Research[6]
	September 27-October 10, 2016
	34%
	41%
	7%
	4,132 respondents
	±2.8%



	PRRI/The Atlantic[37]
	October 5-9, 2016
	37%
	48%
	11%
	886 likely voters
	



	Ipsos/Reuters[32]
	September 22-26, 2016
	43%
	40%
	3%
	562 registered voters
	±4.7%



	American Research Group[7]
	September 17-20, 2016
	38%
	55%
	17%
	990 registered voters
	±3.2%



	Ipsos/Reuters[28]
	September 15-19, 2016
	40%
	37%
	3%
	649 registered voters
	±4.4%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	39%
	50%
	11%
	1,753 adults
	±3.0%



	Quinnipiac University[38]
	September 8-13, 2016
	41%
	50%
	9%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	43%
	44%
	1%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[30]
	September 1–4, 2016
	32%
	54%
	22%
	1,001 adults
	±3.5%



	Ipsos/Reuters[31]
	August 25–29, 2016
	42%
	40%
	2%
	1,946 Americans
	±2.5%



	Quinnipiac University[image: External link][39]
	August 18–24, 2016
	42%
	48%
	6%
	1,498 likely voters
	±2.5%



	ABC News/Washington Post[image: External link][40]
	July 11–14, 2016
	41%
	49%
	8%
	816 registered voters
	±4.0%
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 Female Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[22]
	November 4-6, 2016
	51%
	36%
	15%
	799 likely voters
	± 3.5%



	Politico/Morning Consult[1]
	November 4-5, 2016
	47%
	41%
	6%
	1,482 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[2]
	November 3-5, 2016
	53%
	38%
	15%
	1,282 likely voters
	± 2.7%



	McClatchy/Marist College[3]
	November 1-3, 2016
	48%
	37%
	11%
	940 likely voters
	± 3.2%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	54%
	41%
	13%
	779 likely voters
	±5.0%



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[25]
	October 14-17, 2016
	55%
	38%
	17%
	1,006 likely voters
	±3.1%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	55%
	35%
	20%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Ipsos/Reuters[32]
	September 22-26, 2016
	45%
	32%
	13%
	849 registered voters
	±3.8%



	Ipsos/Reuters[28]
	September 15-19, 2016
	42%
	33%
	9%
	808 registered voters
	±3.9%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	52%
	39%
	13%
	1,753 adults
	±3%



	Quinnipiac University[38]
	September 8-13, 2016
	54%
	36%
	18%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%



	Morning Consult[10]
	September 6–8, 2016
	41%
	36%
	5%
	1,710 likely voters
	±2%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	45%
	40%
	5%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[30]
	September 1–4, 2016
	53%
	38%
	15%
	1,001 adults
	±3.5%



	Ipsos[image: External link]/ Reuters[image: External link][31]
	August 25–29, 2016
	40%
	35%
	5%
	1,946 Americans
	±2.5%



	USA Today/Suffolk University[image: External link][12]
	August 24–29, 2016
	54%
	38%
	16%
	1,000 voters
	±3%



	Morning Consult[image: External link][13]
	August 24–26, 2016
	44%
	35%
	9%
	2,007 registered voters
	±2%



	The McClatchy Company[image: External link]/Marist College[image: External link][41]
	July 5–9, 2016
	51%
	33%
	18%
	1,249 American adults
	±3.0%
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	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Selzer & Co[22]
	November 4-6, 2016
	38%
	44%
	6%
	799 likely voters
	± 3.5%



	Bloomberg Politics/Purple Insights[42]
	October 28-31, 2016
	39%
	35%
	4%
	601 likely voters who identify as independent
	± 4.0%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	43%
	48%
	5%
	779 likely voters
	±6.0%



	NBC News/Wall Street Journal[5]
	October 10-13, 2016
	36%
	41%
	5%
	1,000 registered voters
	±3.1%



	Emerson College[43]
	September 11-13, 2016
	36%
	41%
	5%
	600 likely voters
	±3.9%



	CBS News/New York Times[9]
	September 9-13, 2016
	39%
	42%
	4%
	1,753 adults
	±3.0%



	Quinnipiac University[38]
	September 8-13, 2016
	40%
	45%
	5%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%



	Morning Consult[10]
	September 6–8, 2016
	26%
	35%
	9%
	1,710 likely voters
	±2%



	ABC News/Washington Post[29]
	September 5–8, 2016
	39%
	37%
	2%
	1,002 adults
	±3.5%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[30]
	September 1–4, 2016
	29%
	49%
	20%
	1,001 adults
	±3.5%



	Public Policy Polling[44]
	August 26–28, 2016
	41%
	45%
	4%
	881 likely voters
	±3.3%



	Monmouth University[45]
	August 25–28, 2016
	37%
	32%
	5%
	802 registered voters
	±3.5%



	NBC News/SurveyMonkey[46]
	August 22–28, 2016
	37%
	33%
	4%
	24,104 adults
	±1.0%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 LGBT Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Whitman Insight Strategies[47]
	March 29 – April 2, 2016
	84%
	16%
	68%
	338 LGBT likely voters
	± 5.3%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Young Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Harvard University Institute of Politics[48]
	October 7-17, 2016
	59%
	25%
	34%
	1,054 18 to 29 year old American likely voters
	±3.11%
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 Americans with household incomes of $100,000 or more






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Leading

by %
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Purple Insights[49]
	September 16-19, 2016
	46%
	42%
	4%
	600 likely voters with household incomes of $100,000 or more
	±4.0%
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 Three-way race
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 Independent voters






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Public Policy Polling[50]
	October 20-21, 2016
	32%
	36%
	13%
	990 likely voters
	



	Fox News[51]
	June, 2016
	22%
	32%
	23%
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 Four-way race
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 African Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	81%
	3%
	6%
	2%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	82%
	3%
	2%
	5%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	SurveyUSA/Boston Globe/Colby College[54]
	October 11-14, 2016
	85%
	6%
	2%
	0%
	845 likely voters
	±3.4%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	80%
	7%
	5%
	2%
	1,501 adults
	±4.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	89%
	2%
	2%
	3%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%



	YouGov/The Economist[57]
	September 18 - 19, 2016
	79%
	3%
	2%
	1%
	1,300 adults
	±3.9%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	78%
	8%
	3%
	0%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	Public Policy Polling[image: External link][44]
	August 26–28, 2016
	73%
	9%
	3%
	6%
	881 likely voters
	±3.3%
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 Hispanic Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	65%
	18%
	6%
	4%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	63%
	25%
	9%
	1%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	SurveyUSA/Boston Globe/Colby College[54]
	October 11-14, 2016
	60%
	25%
	7%
	4%
	845 likely voters
	±3.4%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	68%
	19%
	8%
	3%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%



	YouGov/The Economist[57]
	September 18 - 19, 2016
	54%
	23%
	9%
	2%
	1,300 adults
	±3.9%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	56%
	20%
	1%
	15%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	Pew Research[58]
	August 9–16, 2016
	50%
	26%
	9%
	9%
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 White Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	39%
	52%
	4%
	2%
	779 likely voters
	±4.0%



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	43%
	47%
	5%
	1%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[59]
	October 5-6, 2016
	38%
	51%
	5%
	2%
	1,064 likely voters
	± 3.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	37%
	49%
	8%
	2%
	1,501 adults
	±4.0%



	YouGov/The Economist[57]
	September 18 - 19, 2016
	32%
	46%
	7%
	2%
	1,300 adults
	±3.9%



	Ipsos/Reuters[28]
	September 15-19, 2016
	31%
	41%
	10%
	3%
	1,098 White American registered voters
	±3.4%



	YouGov/The Economist[11]
	September 4–6, 2016
	32%
	45%
	9%
	4%
	1,300 adults
	±4.4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[31]
	August 25–29, 2016
	35%
	42%
	7%
	2%
	1,496 Americans
	±2.5%



	Pew Research[60]
	August 9–16, 2016
	33%
	45%
	11%
	4%
	
	



	YouGov[image: External link]/The Economist[image: External link][61]
	July 30 – August 1, 2016
	33%
	42%
	10%
	4%
	1300 adults
	± 4.0%
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 By gender
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 Female Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	52%
	36%
	4%
	2%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	52%
	39%
	3%
	1%
	779 likely voters
	±5.0%



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	55%
	35%
	3%
	2%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	51%
	33%
	8%
	3%
	1,501 adults
	±4.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	55%
	36%
	4%
	2%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%



	YouGov/The Economist[57]
	September 18 - 19, 2016
	44%
	37%
	4%
	2%
	1,300 adults
	±3.9%



	Ipsos/Reuters[28]
	September 15-19, 2016
	39%
	31%
	9%
	5%
	808 registered voters
	±3.9%



	Emerson College[43]
	September 11-13, 2016
	53%
	34%
	7%
	1%
	800 likely voters
	±3.4%
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 Male Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	39%
	43%
	8%
	4%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	44%
	47%
	4%
	3%
	779 likely voters
	±5.0%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	38%
	49%
	7%
	2%
	1,501 adults
	±4%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	35%
	54%
	7%
	1%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%



	YouGov/The Economist[57]
	September 18 - 19, 2016
	37%
	39%
	10%
	3%
	1,300 adults
	±3.9%



	Emerson College[43]
	September 11-13, 2016
	28%
	52%
	11%
	3%
	800 likely voters
	±3.4%



	Ipsos/Reuters[31]
	August 25–29, 2016
	42%
	37%
	8%
	2%
	1,946 Americans
	±2.5%



	Quinnipiac University[39]
	August 18–24, 2016
	35%
	42%
	14%
	6%
	
	



	Pew Research[62]
	August 9–16, 2016
	33%
	45%
	10%
	4%
	
	



	RABA Research[63]
	July 29, 2016
	42%
	35%
	8%
	3%
	956 Americans
	± 3.2%



	YouGov[image: External link]/The Economist[image: External link][64]
	July 23–24, 2016
	35%
	45%
	6%
	3%
	1300 general population respondents
	± 4.2%
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 White Americans with a college degree






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	51%
	40%
	5%
	1%
	779 likely voters
	±5.5%



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	52%
	36%
	7%
	1%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	49%
	37%
	8%
	3%
	1,501 adults
	±4.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	48%
	39%
	8%
	2%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%
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 White Americans without a college degree






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	31%
	60%
	3%
	2%
	779 likely voters
	±5.5%



	ABC News[53]
	October 20-22, 2016
	36%
	55%
	3%
	2%
	874 likely voters
	±3.5%



	CBS News/New York Times[55]
	September 28-October 2, 2016
	30%
	56%
	8%
	1%
	1,501 adults
	±4.0%



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	30%
	62%
	4%
	<1%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%
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 By age
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 Americans aged 18–34






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	USA Today/Rock the Vote[65]
	October 24-27, 2016
	62%
	21%
	8%
	4%
	668 likely voters
	±5.5%



	SurveyUSA/Boston Globe/Colby College[54]
	October 11-14, 2016
	55%
	25%
	6%
	5%
	845 likely voters
	±3.4%



	USA Today/Rock the Vote[66]
	October 11-13, 2016
	68%
	20%
	8%
	1%
	400 likely voters
	±5.5%



	Quinnipiac[67]
	September 8-13, 2016
	31%
	26%
	29%
	15%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%



	Investor's Business Daily[image: External link][68]
	July 29-August 4, 2016
	30%
	12%
	35%
	14%
	851 likely voters
	±3.2%
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 Americans aged 35–49






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	48%
	41%
	4%
	2%
	779 likely voters
	±8.5%



	Quinnipiac[67]
	September 8-13, 2016
	44%
	31%
	19%
	2%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%
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 Americans aged 50–64






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	43%
	47%
	4%
	2%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[24]
	October 20-23, 2016
	46%
	50%
	2%
	1%
	779 likely voters
	±6.0%



	Quinnipiac[67]
	September 8-13, 2016
	42%
	47%
	6%
	3%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%
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 Americans aged 65+






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[52]
	October 20-25, 2016
	45%
	47%
	3%
	1%
	2,120 registered voters
	



	ABC News/Washington Post[56]
	September 19-22, 2016
	41%
	53%
	2%
	2%
	1,001 adults
	±4.5%



	Quinnipiac[67]
	September 8-13, 2016
	42%
	49%
	4%
	1%
	960 likely voters
	±3.2%





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other criteria
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 Independent voters






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Purple Insights[42]
	October 28-31, 2016
	30%
	27%
	19%
	8%
	601 likely voters who identify as independent
	± 4.0%



	Fox News[69]
	September 11-14, 2016
	31%
	36%
	16%
	7%
	1,006 registered voters
	±3.0%



	CNN/Opinion Research Corporation[30]
	September 1–4, 2016
	29%
	49%
	16%
	6%
	1,001 adults
	±3.5%



	Quinnipiac University[39]
	August 18–24, 2016
	33%
	34%
	19%
	9%
	1,498 likely voters
	±2.5%



	Ipsos[image: External link]/ Reuters[image: External link][70]
	July 25–29, 2016
	21%
	19%
	18%
	6%
	1,788 registered voters
	± 2.4%
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 Americans with household incomes of $100,000 or more






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Bloomberg Politics/Purple Insights[49]
	September 16-19, 2016
	41%
	37%
	9%
	2%
	600 likely voters
	±4.0%
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 Military






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Military Times/Syracuse University[71]
	September 2016
	16.3%
	37.6%
	36.5%
	1.2%
	2,200 active-duty military
	±2.0%
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 LGBT Americans






	Poll source
	Date
	Hillary Clinton

Democratic
	Donald Trump

Republican
	Gary Johnson

Libertarian
	Jill Stein

Green
	Sample

size
	Margin

of error



	Pew Research[72]
	September 27-October 10, 2016
	72%
	13%
	7%
	8%
	167 registered voters who identify as lesbian, gay or bisexual
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International opinion polling for the United States presidential election, 2016






This article lists international opinion polls[image: External link] taken in various countries around the world prior to the United States presidential election of 2016[image: External link]. Clinton was heavily favored in every foreign country where polling occurred, except for Russia[image: External link] and China[image: External link].



TOP
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 Global polls





  Hillary Clinton, Democratic Party[image: External link]



  Donald Trump, Republican Party[image: External link]




	Country
	YouGov[image: External link]/

Handelsblatt[image: External link],

April 2016[1]
	Pew Research Center[image: External link],

June 2016[2]
	WIN/GIA[image: External link],

August 2016[3]



	Clinton
	Trump
	Clinton
	Trump



	  Afghanistan[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	61%
	22%



	  Argentina[image: External link]
	Clinton (+30%)
	N/A
	N/A
	51%
	5%



	  Australia[image: External link]
	Clinton (+29%)
	70%
	11%
	67%
	15%



	  Austria[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	78%
	9%



	  Azerbaijan[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	61%
	3%



	  Bangladesh[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	62%
	8%



	  Brazil[image: External link]
	Clinton (+34%)
	N/A
	N/A
	77%
	11%



	  Bulgaria[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	51%
	26%



	  Canada[image: External link]
	Clinton (+17%)
	60%
	14%
	69%
	12%



	  China[image: External link]
	Clinton (+12%)
	37%
	22%
	53%
	44%



	  Colombia[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	81%
	6%



	  Ecuador[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	56%
	6%



	  Egypt[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	53%
	9%



	  Finland[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	86%
	7%



	  France[image: External link]
	Clinton (+30%)
	71%
	9%
	72%
	10%



	  Germany[image: External link]
	Clinton (+36%)
	79%
	6%
	77%
	8%



	  Greece[image: External link]
	N/A
	15%
	3%
	N/A
	N/A



	 Hong Kong[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	73%
	16%



	  Hungary[image: External link]
	N/A
	44%
	20%
	N/A
	N/A



	  India[image: External link]
	Clinton (+29%)
	28%
	14%
	49%
	27%



	  Indonesia[image: External link]
	Clinton (+32%)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	  Iraq[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	56%
	23%



	  Ireland[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	74%
	12%



	  Italy[image: External link]
	Clinton (+38%)
	52%
	21%
	73%
	16%



	  Japan[image: External link]
	Clinton (+27%)
	70%
	9%
	60%
	3%



	  Jordan[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	66%
	3%



	 South Korea[image: External link]
	Clinton (+37%)
	N/A
	N/A
	82%
	3%



	  Latvia[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	46%
	22%



	  Lebanon[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	45%
	22%



	  Macedonia[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	48%
	20%



	  Mexico[image: External link]
	Clinton (+54%)
	N/A
	N/A
	78%
	5%



	  Netherlands[image: External link]
	N/A
	76%
	7%
	77%
	8%



	  Nigeria[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	77%
	19%



	  Norway[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	73%
	14%



	  Pakistan[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	51%
	17%



	  Palestine[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	40%
	18%



	  Panama[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	65%
	11%



	  Paraguay[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	74%
	6%



	  Peru[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	44%
	4%



	  Portugal[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	85%
	5%



	  Poland[image: External link]
	N/A
	41%
	15%
	N/A
	N/A



	  Russia[image: External link]
	Trump (+21%)
	N/A
	N/A
	10%
	33%



	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]
	Clinton (+20%)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	  Slovenia[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	52%
	22%



	 South Africa[image: External link]
	Clinton (+24%)
	N/A
	N/A
	59%
	15%



	  Spain[image: External link]
	Clinton (+35%)
	51%
	8%
	70%
	4%



	  Sweden[image: External link]
	N/A
	83%
	6%
	82%
	7%



	  Thailand[image: External link]
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	65%
	11%



	  Turkey[image: External link]
	Clinton (+28%)
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A



	 United Kingdom[image: External link]
	Clinton (+34%)
	66%
	12%
	64%
	15%
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CADEM conducted a poll in Chile regarding the United States presidential election in late September 2016, right after the first presidential debate. Hillary Clinton had a 68% of favorable evaluation and 29% of negative evaluation, while Donald Trump had 13% of favourable evaluation and 84% of negative. 80% of Chileans thought that Hillary Clinton would be a better president of the United States and only 5% said Donald Trump.[4]
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 Czech Republic




October 2016: Don´t know or do not care 47%, Hillary Clinton 39%, Donald Trump 14%.[5]

November 2016: Donald Trump 57.4%, Hillary Clinton 26.3%, Evan McMullin 7.3%, Gary Johnson 4.7%, Jill Stein 3.2%, Darrell Castle 1.1%.[6]
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 Israel




In June 2016 poll for Channel 2[image: External link], 42% of Israelis favored Hillary Clinton and 35% Donald Trump when asked whom they would vote for if they were able to participate in the election. In the same poll, 37% said they believe Trump would be better for Israel[image: External link], while 36% said Clinton.[7]
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According to poll conducted by Newshub[image: External link]/Reid Research in July 2016, 76% of New Zealanders[image: External link] would vote for Hillary Clinton and 9% for Donald Trump.[8]
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Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential primaries, 2016






Newspapers and news media in the United States traditionally endorse[image: External link] candidates for party nomination for President of the United States, prior to endorsing one of the ultimate nominees for President. Below is a list of notable news media endorsements in 2016, by candidate, for each primary race.



TOP
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 Hillary Clinton[image: External link] (nominee)






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	Storm Lake Times[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 12, 2016
	
[1]





	The Portsmouth Herald[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 15, 2016
	
[2]





	Foster's Daily Democrat[image: External link] (Dover)
	New Hampshire
	January 15, 2016
	
[2]





	The Des Moines Register[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 23, 2016
	
[3]





	Sioux City Journal[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 23, 2016
	
[4]





	Concord Monitor[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 24, 2016
	
[5]





	The Boston Globe[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	January 24, 2016
	
[6]





	The Keene Sentinel[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 28, 2016
	
[7]





	The Conway Daily Sun[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 29, 2016
	
[8]





	Iowa City Press-Citizen[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 29, 2016
	
[9]





	The New York Times
	New York
	January 31, 2016
	
[10]





	Monadnock Ledger-Transcript[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	February 4, 2016
	
[11]





	The Dallas Morning News[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[12]





	Tampa Bay Times[image: External link] (St. Petersburg)
	Florida
	February 12, 2016
	
[13]





	Houston Chronicle[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[14]





	San Antonio Express-News[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[15]





	Las Vegas Sun[image: External link]
	Nevada
	February 14, 2016
	
[16]





	Falls Church News-Press[image: External link]
	Virginia
	February 18, 2016
	
[17]





	Jewish Herald-Voice[image: External link] (Houston)
	Texas
	February 18, 2016
	
[18]





	The Greenville News[image: External link]
	South Carolina
	February 19, 2016
	
[19]





	Corpus Christi Caller-Times[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 21, 2016
	
[20]





	The Free Lance–Star[image: External link] (Fredericksburg)
	Virginia
	February 25, 2016
	
[21]





	Star Tribune[image: External link] (Minneapolis)
	Minnesota
	February 26, 2016
	
[22]





	Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 26, 2016
	
[23]





	Detroit Free Press[image: External link]
	Michigan
	February 28, 2016
	
[24]





	Barre Montpelier Times Argus[image: External link]
	Vermont
	February 28, 2016
	
[25]





	Rutland Herald[image: External link]
	Vermont
	February 28, 2016
	
[26]





	Chattanooga Times Free Press[image: External link]

(Times editorial)
	Tennessee
	February 28, 2016
	
[27]





	Portland Press Herald[image: External link]
	Maine
	March 1, 2016
	
[28]





	Indy Week[image: External link] (Durham)
	North Carolina
	March 2, 2016
	
[29]





	Detroit News[image: External link]
	Michigan
	March 3, 2016
	
[30]





	Miami Herald[image: External link]
	Florida
	March 3, 2016
	
[31]





	Michigan Chronicle[image: External link] (Detroit)
	Michigan
	March 3, 2016
	
[32]





	Orlando Sentinel[image: External link]
	Florida
	March 4, 2016
	
[33]





	Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]
	Nebraska
	March 4, 2016
	
[34]





	Kane County Chronicle[image: External link] (St. Charles)
	Illinois
	March 4, 2016
	
[35]





	Sun-Sentinel[image: External link] (Fort Lauderdale)
	Florida
	March 4, 2016
	
[36]





	The Charlotte Observer[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	March 5, 2016
	
[37]





	Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]
	Illinois
	March 5, 2016
	
[38]





	The Clarion-Ledger[image: External link] (Jackson)
	Mississippi
	March 5, 2016
	
[39]





	Northwest Herald[image: External link] (Crystal Lake)
	Illinois
	March 5, 2016
	
[40]





	Jackson Advocate[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	March 6, 2016
	
[41]





	St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]
	Missouri
	March 6, 2016
	
[42]





	The Michigan Daily[image: External link] (Ann Arbor)
	Michigan
	March 8, 2016
	
[43]





	The St. Louis American[image: External link]
	Missouri
	March 9, 2016
	
[44]





	South Florida Gay News[image: External link] (Wilton Manors)
	Florida
	March 9, 2016
	
[45]





	The Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link]
	Ohio
	March 10, 2016
	
[46]





	The Plain Dealer[image: External link] (Cleveland)
	Ohio
	March 10, 2016
	
[47]





	Akron Beacon Journal[image: External link]
	Ohio
	March 10, 2016
	
[48]





	The Palm Beach Post[image: External link]
	Florida
	March 11, 2016
	
[49]





	The Missouri Times (Jefferson City)
	Missouri
	March 11, 2016
	
[50]





	Journal Star[image: External link] (Peoria)
	Illinois
	March 13, 2016
	
[51]





	The Arizona Republic[image: External link]
	Arizona
	March 18, 2016
	
[52]

[53]




	Idaho Statesman[image: External link]
	Idaho
	March 20, 2016
	
[54]





	Rolling Stone[image: External link]
	New York
	March 23, 2016
	
[55]





	Wisconsin Gazette (Milwaukee)
	Wisconsin
	March 24, 2016
	
[56]





	The Spokesman-Review[image: External link] (Spokane)
	Washington
	March 25, 2016
	
[57]





	New York Amsterdam News[image: External link]
	New York
	March 31, 2016
	
[58]





	City Newspaper[image: External link] (Rochester)
	New York
	April 5, 2016
	
[59]





	The Register-Guard[image: External link] (Eugene)
	Oregon
	April 10, 2016
	
[60]





	New York Daily News[image: External link]
	New York
	April 12, 2016
	
[61]





	New York Observer[image: External link]
	New York
	April 14, 2016
	
[62]





	Newsday[image: External link] (Melville)
	New York
	April 15, 2016
	
[63]





	The Post-Standard (Syracuse)
	New York
	April 15, 2016
	
[64]





	The Post-Star[image: External link] (Glens Falls)
	New York
	April 16, 2016
	
[65]





	The Day[image: External link] (New London)
	Connecticut
	April 17, 2016
	
[66]





	The Providence Journal[image: External link]
	Rhode Island
	April 17, 2016
	
[67]





	Times Union[image: External link] (Albany)
	New York
	April 17, 2016
	
[68]





	The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	April 17, 2016
	
[69]





	Hartford Courant[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	April 17, 2016
	
[70]





	New Pittsburgh Courier[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	April 21, 2016
	
[71]





	Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	April 22, 2016
	
[72]





	The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]
	Maryland
	April 25, 2016
	
[73]





	The Charleston Gazette-Mail[image: External link]
	West Virginia
	April 26, 2016
	
[74]





	The Sacramento Bee[image: External link]
	California
	May 4, 2016
	
[75]





	Lexington Herald-Leader[image: External link]
	Kentucky
	May 5, 2016
	
[76]





	The Desert Sun[image: External link] (Palm Springs)
	California
	May 6, 2016
	
[77]





	Washington Blade[image: External link]
	Washington, D.C.
	May 10, 2016
	
[78]





	Los Angeles Times
	California
	May 13, 2016
	
[79]





	San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]
	California
	May 20, 2016
	
[80]





	The Fresno Bee[image: External link]
	California
	May 21, 2016
	
[81]





	The Santa Fe New Mexican[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	May 28, 2016
	
[82]





	Daily Bruin[image: External link] (University of California,

Los Angeles)
	California
	May 30, 2016
	
[83]





	The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link]
	California
	June 2, 2016
	
[84]
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 Bernie Sanders






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	Addison County Independent[image: External link] (Middlebury)
	Vermont
	May 22, 2015
	
[85]





	The Nation[image: External link]
	New York
	January 14, 2016
	
[86]





	The Daily Nonpareil[image: External link] (Council Bluffs)
	Iowa
	January 24, 2016
	
[87]





	Quad-City Times[image: External link] (Davenport)
	Iowa
	January 30, 2016
	
[88]





	The Daily Iowan[image: External link] (University of Iowa)
	Iowa
	February 1, 2016
	
[89]





	Daily Hampshire Gazette[image: External link] (Northampton)
	Massachusetts
	February 26, 2016
	
[90]





	The Recorder[image: External link] (Greenfield)
	Massachusetts
	February 26, 2016
	
[91]





	The Arab American News[image: External link] (Dearborn)
	Michigan
	March 4, 2016
	
[92]





	The Seattle Times[image: External link]
	Washington
	March 6, 2016
	
[93]





	The Athens News
	Ohio
	March 9, 2016
	
[94]





	Seattle Weekly[image: External link]
	Washington
	March 22, 2016
	
[95]





	Philadelphia Tribune[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	April 23, 2016
	
[96]





	The Portland Mercury[image: External link]
	Oregon
	May 2, 2016
	
[97]





	Willamette Week[image: External link] (Portland)
	Oregon
	May 4, 2016
	
[98]





	San Francisco Bay Guardian[image: External link]
	California
	May 10, 2016
	
[99]





	The San Francisco Examiner[image: External link]
	California
	May 19, 2016
	
[100]





	East Bay Express[image: External link] (Oakland)
	California
	May 25, 2016
	
[101]





	San Diego CityBeat[image: External link]
	California
	May 25, 2016
	
[102]





	Pasadena Weekly[image: External link]
	California
	June 2, 2016
	
[103]
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 Jeb Bush






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	Tampa Bay Times[image: External link] (St. Petersburg)
	Florida
	January 28, 2016
	
[104]





	Conway Daily Sun[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	February 3, 2016
	
[105]





	Houston Chronicle[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[106]





	San Antonio Express-News[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[107][108]
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 Ben Carson






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	Jackson Advocate[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	February 29, 2016
	
[109]
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 Chris Christie






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link] (Manchester)
	New Hampshire
	November 28, 2015

(retracted February 29, 2016)[110]
	
[111]





	Boston Herald[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	January 25, 2016
	
[112][113]
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 Ted Cruz






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	National Review[image: External link]
	New York
	March 11, 2016
	
[114]





	The Missouri Times (Jefferson City)
	Missouri
	March 11, 2016
	
[50]





	The New York Sun[image: External link]
	New York
	April 15, 2016
	
[115]
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 John Kasich






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	Storm Lake Times[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 12, 2016
	
[1]





	The Portsmouth Herald[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 15, 2016
	
[116]





	Foster's Daily Democrat[image: External link] (Dover)
	New Hampshire
	January 15, 2016
	
[116]





	Nashua Telegraph[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 17, 2016
	
[117]





	The Daily Nonpareil[image: External link] (Council Bluffs)
	Iowa
	January 24, 2016
	
[87]





	Valley News[image: External link] (West Lebanon)
	New Hampshire
	January 24, 2016
	
[118]





	The Boston Globe[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	January 25, 2016
	
[119]





	Concord Monitor[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 26, 2016
	
[120]





	The Keene Sentinel[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	January 27, 2016
	
[121]





	Iowa City Press-Citizen[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 29, 2016
	
[122]





	The New York Times
	New York
	January 30, 2016
	
[123]





	Quad-City Times[image: External link] (Davenport)
	Iowa
	January 30, 2016
	
[124]





	Monadnock Ledger-Transcript[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	February 4, 2016
	
[11]





	The Dallas Morning News[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 12, 2016
	
[125]





	The State[image: External link] (Columbia)
	South Carolina
	February 17, 2016
	
[126]





	The Post and Courier[image: External link] (Charleston)
	South Carolina
	February 18, 2016
	
[127]





	Waco Tribune-Herald[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 21, 2016
	
[128]





	The Free Lance-Star[image: External link] (Fredericksburg)
	Virginia
	February 25, 2016
	
[21]





	Daily Hampshire Gazette[image: External link] (Northampton)
	Massachusetts
	February 25, 2016
	
[129]





	Detroit Free Press[image: External link]
	Michigan
	February 28, 2016
	
[130]





	Portland Press Herald[image: External link]
	Maine
	February 29, 2016
	
[131]





	The Neshoba Democrat
	Mississippi
	March 2, 2016
	
[132]





	Detroit News[image: External link]
	Michigan
	March 3, 2016
	
[133]





	Lexington Herald-Leader[image: External link]
	Kentucky
	March 3, 2016
	
[134]





	The Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link]
	Ohio
	March 4, 2016
	
[135]





	Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]
	Illinois
	March 5, 2016
	
[136]





	The Clarion-Ledger[image: External link] (Jackson)
	Mississippi
	March 5, 2016
	
[137]





	Idaho Statesman[image: External link] (Boise)
	Idaho
	March 5, 2016
	
[138]





	The Seattle Times[image: External link]
	Washington
	March 6, 2016
	
[139]





	The Plain Dealer[image: External link] (Cleveland)
	Ohio
	March 10, 2016
	
[140]





	Akron Beacon Journal[image: External link]
	Ohio
	March 10, 2016
	
[141]





	Journal Star[image: External link] (Peoria)
	Illinois
	March 13, 2016
	
[142]





	The Arizona Republic[image: External link]
	Arizona
	March 18, 2016
	
[143]





	The Spokesman-Review[image: External link] (Spokane)
	Washington
	March 25, 2016
	
[57]





	Milwaukee Journal Sentinel[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	March 29, 2016
	
[144]





	The Register-Guard[image: External link] (Eugene)
	Oregon
	April 10, 2016
	
[60]





	New York Daily News[image: External link]
	New York
	April 13, 2016
	
[145]





	Queens Tribune[image: External link]
	New York
	April 15, 2016
	
[146]





	The Post-Standard (Syracuse)
	New York
	April 15, 2016
	
[147]





	Hartford Courant[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	April 17, 2016
	
[148]





	The Post-Star[image: External link] (Glens Falls)
	New York
	April 17, 2016
	
[149]





	Times Union[image: External link] (Albany)
	New York
	April 17, 2016
	
[68]





	The Daily Gazette[image: External link] (Schenectady)
	New York
	April 17, 2016
	
[150]





	The Providence Journal[image: External link]
	Rhode Island
	April 20, 2016
	
[151]





	The Bulletin[image: External link] (Bend)
	Oregon
	April 21, 2016
	
[152]





	The Sentinel (Lewistown)
	Pennsylvania
	April 23, 2016
	
[153]





	The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	April 24, 2016
	
[154]





	The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]
	Maryland
	April 25, 2016
	
[155]





	The Source Weekly (Bend)
	Oregon
	April 27, 2016
	
[156]





	Charleston Gazette-Mail[image: External link]
	West Virginia
	April 27, 2016
	
[157]





	The Sacramento Bee[image: External link]
	California
	May 4, 2016
	
[75]





	The Desert Sun[image: External link] (Palm Springs)
	California
	May 6, 2016
	
[158]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ronald Reagan[image: External link] (write-in)




Although Reagan died in 2004, one newspaper recommended a write-in vote for him to protest against Donald Trump.



	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link]
	California
	June 2, 2016
	
[159]
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 Marco Rubio






	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	The Des Moines Register[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 23, 2016
	
[160]





	Sioux City Journal[image: External link]
	Iowa
	January 23, 2016
	
[4]





	The Eagle-Tribune[image: External link] (North Andover)
	Massachusetts
	January 31, 2016
	
[161]





	Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link]
	Nevada
	February 5, 2016
	
[162]





	The Lowell Sun[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	February 6, 2016
	
[163]





	Boston Herald[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	February 22, 2016
	
[113][164]





	The Republican[image: External link] (Springfield)
	Massachusetts
	February 24, 2016
	
[165]





	San Antonio Express-News[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 24, 2016
	
[108][166]





	Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]
	Texas
	February 25, 2016
	
[167]





	Arkansas Democrat-Gazette[image: External link] (Little Rock)
	Arkansas
	February 26, 2016
	
[168]





	Star Tribune[image: External link] (Minneapolis)
	Minnesota
	February 26, 2016
	
[169]





	Pensacola News Journal[image: External link]
	Florida
	February 27, 2016
	
[170]





	Richmond Times-Dispatch[image: External link]
	Virginia
	February 27, 2016
	
[171]





	Chattanooga Times Free Press[image: External link]

(Free Press editorial)
	Tennessee
	February 28, 2016
	
[172]





	Savannah Morning News[image: External link]
	Georgia
	February 28, 2016
	
[173]





	The Tampa Tribune[image: External link]
	Florida
	February 28, 2016
	
[174]





	Miami Herald[image: External link]
	Florida
	March 2, 2016
	
[175]





	Orlando Sentinel[image: External link]
	Florida
	March 4, 2016
	
[176]





	Kane County Chronicle[image: External link] (St. Charles)
	Illinois
	March 4, 2016
	
[177]





	St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]
	Missouri
	March 5, 2016
	
[178]





	Northwest Herald[image: External link] (Crystal Lake)
	Illinois
	March 6, 2016
	
[179]





	Chicago Tribune
	Illinois
	March 9, 2016
	
[180]
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	Newspaper
	State
	Endorsement date
	Ref.



	National Enquirer
	New York
	March 8, 2016
	
[181]





	Rockland County Times
	New York
	April 7, 2016
	
[182]





	New York Observer[image: External link]
	New York
	April 12, 2016
	
[183]





	New York Post[image: External link]
	New York
	April 14, 2016
	
[184]





	Santa Barbara News-Press[image: External link]
	California
	June 2, 2016
	
[185]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential election, 2016




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 References






	
^ a b "For Clinton, Kasich"[image: External link]. Storm Lake Times. January 12, 2016.


	
^ a b "Portsmouth Herald, Foster's endorse Hillary Clinton in NH Democratic primary"[image: External link]. Portsmouth Herald[image: External link]. 2016-01-15. Retrieved 2016-01-16.


	
^ "Endorsement: Hillary Clinton has needed knowledge, experience"[image: External link]. The Des Moines Register[image: External link]. January 23, 2016.


	
^ a b "OUR OPINION: Rubio, Clinton represent best choices in Iowa caucuses"[image: External link]. Sioux City Journal[image: External link]. January 23, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: Clinton is Democrats’ best choice"[image: External link]. Concord Monitor[image: External link]. 2016-01-24. Retrieved 2016-01-24.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton deserves Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. The Boston Globe[image: External link]. 2016-01-24. Retrieved 2016-01-24.


	
^ "We endorse Hillary Clinton for the Democratic nomination for president"[image: External link]. The Keene Sentinel[image: External link]. 2016-01-28. Retrieved 2016-01-28.


	
^ "Clinton to Win"[image: External link]. The Conway Daily Sun[image: External link]. 2016-01-29. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "Endorsement: Clinton has record of getting things done"[image: External link]. Iowa City Press-Citizen[image: External link]. 2016-01-29. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton for the Democratic Nomination"[image: External link]. The New York Times. 2016-01-31. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ a b "Our endorsement for the primary"[image: External link]. Monadnock Ledger-Transcript[image: External link]. 2016-02-04. Retrieved 2016-02-06.


	
^ "Editorial: We recommend Hillary Clinton for Democratic presidential nomination"[image: External link]. The Dallas Morning News[image: External link]. 2016-02-12. Retrieved 2016-02-12.


	
^ "Editorial: Hillary Clinton for the Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. Tampa Bay Times[image: External link]. 2016-02-12. Retrieved 2016-02-12.


	
^ "For Clinton"[image: External link]. Houston Chronicle[image: External link]. 2016-02-12. Retrieved 2016-02-13.


	
^ "Clinton is the best choice for Democrats"[image: External link]. San Antonio Express-News[image: External link] (2016-02-12). Retrieved 2016-02-13.


	
^ "Why we support Clinton for the Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. Las Vegas Sun[image: External link] (2016-02-14). Retrieved 2016-02-16.


	
^ "Editorial: Hillary Clinton for President"[image: External link]. Falls Church News-Press[image: External link] (2016-02-18). Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "JHV Election Endorsements"[image: External link]. Jewish Herald-Voice[image: External link] (2016-02-18). Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "Editorial: Hillary Clinton is best pick for Democrats"[image: External link]. The Greenville News[image: External link]. 2016-02-19. Retrieved 2016-02-19.


	
^ "Clinton, Kasich are the most presidential"[image: External link]. Corpus Christi Caller-Times[image: External link]. 2016-02-29. Retrieved 2016-02-21.


	
^ a b "Editorial: Voters should pick Kasich, Clinton in primaries"[image: External link]. The Free Lance-Star[image: External link]. Fredericksburg, Va. 2016-02-25. Retrieved 2016-02-26.


	
^ "Endorsement: Hillary Clinton, who's both visionary and realistic"[image: External link]. Star Tribune[image: External link]. Minneapolis. 2016-02-26. Retrieved 2016-02-27.


	
^ "Democrats should look to Clinton for experienced leader"[image: External link]. Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link]. 2016-02-26. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "Endorsement: Clinton is Michigan Democrats' best choice"[image: External link]. Detroit Free Press[image: External link]. 2016-02-28. Retrieved 2016-02-28.


	
^ "Clinton endorsed"[image: External link]. Barre Montpelier Times Argus[image: External link]. 2016-02-28. Retrieved 2016-02-28.


	
^ "Media Note: Rutland Herald, Times Argus Back Clinton Over Sanders"[image: External link]. Vermont Seven Days. 2016-02-28. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "Chattanooga Times announces its endorsement for president"[image: External link]. Chattanooga Times Free Press[image: External link]. Chattanooga, Tenn. 2016-02-28. Retrieved 2016-03-03.


	
^ "Our View: Clinton is best suited for Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. March 1, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Your Participation is Mandatory: The INDY's 2016 Primary Endorsements"[image: External link]. March 2, 2016. Retrieved May 16, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: We endorse Clinton in Dem Primary"[image: External link]. Detroit News[image: External link]. Detroit. March 3, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "In Florida primary: Hillary Clinton for the Democrats"[image: External link]. Miami Herald[image: External link]. March 3, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton deserves Democratic nomination for President"[image: External link]. Michigan Chronicle[image: External link]. Detroit. March 3, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton is Democrats' best choice: Sentinel Editorial Board"[image: External link]. Orlando Sentinel[image: External link]. 2016-03-04. Retrieved 2016-03-04.


	
^ "World-Herald editorial: Hillary Clinton is the stronger choice Saturday"[image: External link]. Omaha World-Herald[image: External link]. 2016-03-04. Retrieved 2016-03-05.


	
^ Shaw Media[image: External link] (2016-03-04). "Endorsement: President (D): Clinton"[image: External link]. Kane County Chronicle[image: External link]. St. Charles, Ill. Retrieved 2016-03-04.


	
^ Tribune Publishing[image: External link] (March 4, 2016). "Clinton's experience and steadiness make her best choice"[image: External link]. Sun-Sentinel[image: External link]. Broward County, Fl. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "For president: Kasich, Clinton"[image: External link]. The Charlotte Observer[image: External link]. March 5, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Sun-Times Endorsement: Hillary Clinton a skilled public servant"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. Illinois. March 5, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Endorsement: Hillary Clinton for Democrats"[image: External link]. The Clarion Ledger[image: External link]. Jackson, Miss. 2016-03-05. Retrieved 2016-03-05.


	
^ Shaw Media[image: External link] (2016-03-05). "Our View: Hillary Clinton for U.S. president Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. Northwest Herald[image: External link]. Crystal Lake, Ill. Retrieved 2016-03-05.


	
^ "Mrs. Hillary Clinton Endorsed"[image: External link]. Jackson Advocate[image: External link]. Jackson, Miss. March 6, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: We recommend Hillary Clinton for the Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link]. March 6, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "From the Daily: Vote Clinton, Kasich"[image: External link]. The Michigan Daily[image: External link]. 2016-03-08. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "The American endorses Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. The St. Louis American[image: External link]. 2016-03-09. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "#WeAreWithHer: SFGN endorses Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. South Florida Gay News[image: External link]. 2016-03-09. Retrieved 2016-05-16.


	
^ "Endorsement: Clinton understands art of the possible"[image: External link]. The Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link]. 2016-03-10. Retrieved 2016-03-10.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primary for president: endorsement editorial"[image: External link]. The Plain Dealer[image: External link]. Cleveland. 2016-03-10. Retrieved 2016-03-10.


	
^ "For president: Hillary Clinton in the Democratic primary"[image: External link]. Akron Beacon Journal[image: External link]. 2016-03-10. Retrieved 2016-03-12.


	
^ "Editorial: In Florida's Democratic primary, our nod goes to Clinton"[image: External link]. The Palm Beach Post[image: External link]. 2016-03-11.


	
^ a b "Cruz, Clinton best choices for Missouri primary"[image: External link]. The Missouri Times. Jefferson City. 2016-03-11. Retrieved 2016-03-12.


	
^ "Endorsement: President, Dems: Clinton"[image: External link]. Journal Star[image: External link]. Peoria, Ill. 2016-03-13. Retrieved 2016-03-13.


	
^ "Editorial: Hillary Clinton has the experience to lead"[image: External link]. The Arizona Republic[image: External link]. 2016-03-18.


	
^ "Endorsement: Hillary Clinton is the only choice to move America ahead"[image: External link]. The Arizona Republic[image: External link]. Arizona. 2016-09-27. Retrieved 2016-09-27.


	
^ "Clinton is the Democratic candidate ready to be president"[image: External link]. Idaho Statesman[image: External link]. 2016-03-20.


	
^ "Editorial: Hillary Clinton for president"[image: External link]. Rolling Stone[image: External link]. 2016-03-23.


	
^ "Endorsement: Hillary Clinton for president"[image: External link]. Wisconsin Gazette. Milwaukee. 2016-03-24. Retrieved 2016-03-27.


	
^ a b "Editorial: Kasich and Clinton are only moderates left standing"[image: External link]. The Spokesman-Review[image: External link]. Spokane. 2016-03-25. Retrieved 2016-06-05.


	
^ "The Amsterdam News endorses Hillary Clinton for president"[image: External link]. New York Amsterdam News[image: External link]. 2016-03-31.


	
^ "A reluctant endorsement for Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. City Newspaper[image: External link]. 2016-04-05.


	
^ a b "Oregon primary: Kasich, Clinton"[image: External link]. The Register-Guard[image: External link]. 2016-04-10.


	
^ "Daily News Editorial Board says vote Hillary Clinton: Her plans to give working- and middle-class Americans a fighting chance at rising incomes are far superior to Bernie Sanders' "[image: External link]. New York Daily News[image: External link]. 2016-04-12.


	
^ "In the Democratic Primary: Hillary Clinton for President"[image: External link]. New York Observer[image: External link]. 2016-04-14.


	
^ "Newsday endorses Hillary Clinton for Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. Newsday[image: External link]. 2016-04-15.


	
^ "Editorial endorsement: Democrat Hillary Clinton in 2016 NY presidential primary"[image: External link]. The Post-Standard. Syracuse, N.Y. 2016-04-15. Retrieved 2016-04-16.


	
^ "Endorsement: Clinton has temperament, experience to be a good president"[image: External link]. The Post-Star[image: External link]. Glens Falls, N.Y. 2016-04-16. Retrieved 2016-04-16.


	
^ "Pragmatic Hillary versus Bernie the dreamer"[image: External link]. The Day[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "Editorial: Democrats: Clinton"[image: External link]. The Providence Journal[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ a b "Our picks: Clinton, Kasich"[image: External link]. Times Union (Albany)[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "In a word, Clinton"[image: External link]. The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "Courant Primary Endorsement: Hillary Clinton Most Qualified and Effective"[image: External link]. Hartford Courant[image: External link]. 2016-04-17. Retrieved 2016-04-17.


	
^ "Primary Endorsements…Voting is critical so get out and vote"[image: External link]. New Pittsburgh Courier[image: External link]. April 21, 2016. Retrieved May 7, 2016.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton deserves Democratic nomination"[image: External link]. Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link]. 2016-04-22.


	
^ "Clinton for president"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. 2016-04-25.


	
^ "Gazette endorsement: Clinton is best for president"[image: External link]. The Charleston Gazette-Mail[image: External link]. 2016-04-26.


	
^ a b "Hillary Clinton and John Kasich are best in California primary"[image: External link]. The Sacramento Bee[image: External link]. 2016-05-04. Retrieved 2016-05-06.


	
^ "Clinton best choice for Ky. Democrats"[image: External link]. Lexington Herald-Leader[image: External link]. 2016-05-05.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton best choice for Democratic Party nod"[image: External link]. The Desert Sun[image: External link]. Palm Springs, Calif. 2016-05-06. Retrieved 2016-05-06.


	
^ "Clinton for president"[image: External link]. Washington Blade[image: External link]. 2016-05-10. Retrieved 2016-05-10.


	
^ "Clinton for president"[image: External link]. Los Angeles Times. 2016-05-13. Retrieved 2016-05-13.


	
^ "Mercury News editorial: Hillary Clinton is the best choice for California Democrats"[image: External link]. San Jose Mercury News[image: External link]. 2016-05-20.


	
^ "Clinton is best presidential choice for Democrats"[image: External link]. The Fresno Bee[image: External link]. 2016-05-21.


	
^ "Our View: For president, Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. The Santa Fe New Mexican[image: External link]. 2016-05-28.


	
^ "Presidential primary candidate endorsement: Hillary Clinton"[image: External link]. Daily Bruin[image: External link]. 2016-05-30. Retrieved 2016-06-04.


	
^ "Hillary Clinton deserves California Democrats’ votes"[image: External link]. The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link]. 2016-06-02.


	
^ Lynn, Angelo (May 22, 2015). "Editorial: We’re standing with Bernie"[image: External link]. Addison County Independent. Middlebury, Vermont. Archived[image: External link] from the original on November 23, 2015.


	
^ "Bernie Sanders for President"[image: External link]. The Nation. ISSN  0027-8378[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-01-24.


	
^ a b "Two strong standouts in Iowa Caucuses"[image: External link]. The Daily Nonpareil. Council Bluffs, Iowa. 2016-01-24. Retrieved 2016-01-24.


	
^ "Democratic Endorsement: Only Sanders can shift the Democratic paradigm"[image: External link]. Quad-City Times[image: External link]. 2016-01-30. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ "Editorial Board Endorsement: Sanders Has the Potential"[image: External link]. The Daily Iowan[image: External link]. 2016-02-01. Retrieved 2016-02-01.


	
^ "Editorial: Our endorsement in Democratic primary: Sen. Bernie Sanders"[image: External link]. Daily Hampshire Gazette[image: External link]. Northampton, Mass. 2016-02-26. Retrieved 2016-02-27.


	
^ "Editorial: Sanders our choice for Democrats"[image: External link]. Recorder.com. Retrieved February 27, 2016.


	
^ "We endorse Bernie Sanders"[image: External link]. The Arab American News. 4 March 2016. Retrieved 6 March 2016.


	
^ "The Seattle Times editorial board recommends John Kasich, Bernie Sanders"[image: External link]. SeattleTimes.com. Retrieved March 6, 2016.


	
^ "Sanders for president"[image: External link]. The Athens News. Retrieved March 13, 2016.


	
^ "Bernie Sanders Is the Right Choice, Right Now"[image: External link]. Seattle Weekly. 22 March 2016. Retrieved 29 March 2016.


	
^ "Tribune endorsements: Sanders for president; Sestak for Senate"[image: External link]. Philadelphia Tribune. 23 April 2016. Retrieved 29 March 2016.


	
^ "The Mercury Endorses: Bernie Sanders for President"[image: External link]. The Portland Mercury. 2 May 2016.


	
^ "WW’s 2016 Endorsements: National"[image: External link]. Willamette Week. 4 May 2016.


	
^ Redmond, Tim (10 May 2016). "ENDORSEMENTS: Kim for state Senate, Sanders for President, Yes on C"[image: External link]. San Francisco Bay Guardian. Retrieved 2 June 2016.


	
^ Examiner Editorial Board (19 May 2016). "Examiner Endorsements: June 7, 2016, Presidential Primary Election"[image: External link]. The San Francisco Examiner.


	
^ Miller, Nick (25 May 2016). "The Express' Endorsements for the Primary Election on June 7, 2016"[image: External link]. East Bay Express. Retrieved 2 June 2016.


	
^ Donoho, Ray (25 May 2016). "The progressive voter guide"[image: External link]. San Diego CityBeat. Retrieved 2 June 2016.


	
^ Uhrich, Kevin (2016-06-02). "Vote Tuesday"[image: External link]. Pasadena Weekly[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-06-05.


	
^ "Editorial: Jeb Bush is best choice for Republican nomination"[image: External link]. Tampa Bay Times[image: External link]. 2016-01-28. Retrieved 2016-01-28.


	
^ "Bush: Extremely electable"[image: External link]. Conway Daily Sun[image: External link]. 2016-02-03. Retrieved 2016-02-03.


	
^ "For Bush"[image: External link]. Houston Chronicle[image: External link]. 2016-02-12. Retrieved 2016-02-13.


	
^ "Bush is best pick for GOP nomination"[image: External link]. San Antonio Express-News[image: External link]. 2016-02-12. Retrieved 2016-02-13.


	
^ a b The San Antonio Express-News first endorsed Jeb Bush, but endorsed Marco Rubio after Bush suspended his campaign before the Texas primary.


	
^ "Dr. Ben Carson Endorsed"[image: External link]. Jackson Advocate[image: External link]. Jackson, Miss. February 29, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ McQuaid, Joseph W. (February 29, 2016). "An Editorial - Joseph W. McQuaid, Publisher: Christie was our bad choice"[image: External link]. New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link]. Retrieved June 16, 2016.


	
^ McQuaid, Joseph W. (2015-11-28). "For our safety, our future: Chris Christie for President"[image: External link]. New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link]. Retrieved 2015-11-29.


	
^ "Christie: Tested leader for troubled times"[image: External link]. Boston Herald. January 25, 2016.


	
^ a b The Boston Herald first endorsed Chris Christie, but endorsed Marco Rubio after Christie suspended his campaign before the Massachusetts primary.


	
^ "Ted Cruz for President"[image: External link]. National Review[image: External link]. 2016-03-11. Retrieved 2016-03-11.


	
^ "Ted Cruz's New York Values"[image: External link]. The New York Sun[image: External link]. April 15, 2016. Retrieved April 16, 2016.


	
^ a b "Portsmouth Herald, Foster's endorse Kasich in NH GOP primary"[image: External link]. seacoastonline.com. January 15, 2016.


	
^ "Our choice for the GOP nomination"[image: External link]. Nashua Telegraph. January 17, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: John Kasich"[image: External link]. Valley News[image: External link]. West Lebanon, N.H. 2016-01-24. Retrieved 2016-01-24.


	
^ "Republicans should vote for John Kasich in N.H."[image: External link]. The Boston Globe. January 25, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: John Kasich for the Republican nomination"[image: External link]. Concord Monitor. January 26, 2016.


	
^ "We endorse John Kasich for the Republican presidential nomination"[image: External link]. The Keene Sentinel. January 27, 2016.


	
^ "Endorsement: Kasich combines experience, reason"[image: External link]. Iowa City Press-Citizen[image: External link]. 2016-01-29. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ "A Chance to Reset the Republican Race"[image: External link]. The New York Times. January 30, 2016.


	
^ "GOP Endorsement: Kasich's reason outshines the bluster"[image: External link]. Quad-City Times[image: External link]. 2016-01-30. Retrieved 2016-01-30.


	
^ "Editorial: We recommend John Kasich for GOP presidential nomination"[image: External link]. The Dallas Morning News. February 12, 2016. Retrieved 2016-02-12.


	
^ "The State's Endorsement: Kasich is the best candidate to break through DC gridlock"[image: External link]. The State[image: External link]. Columbia, S.C. 2016-02-17. Retrieved 2016-02-17.


	
^ "Post and Courier editorial board endorses John Kasich"[image: External link]. The Post and Courier[image: External link]. Charleston, S.C. 2016-02-18. Retrieved 2016-02-18.


	
^ "We recommend: Republican presidential candidate John Kasich's insights, experience tailor-made for challenges we face daily"[image: External link]. Waco Tribune-Herald[image: External link]. 2016-02-21. Retrieved 2016-02-21.


	
^ "Our endorsement in GOP primary contest: Gov. John Kasich"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-02-25.


	
^ "Endorsement: In GOP primary, choose Kasich"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-02-25.


	
^ "Our View: Ohio Gov. Kasich is best choice for Republican presidential nomination"[image: External link]. Retrieved 2016-02-29.


	
^ "EDITORIAL/Kasich for President"[image: External link]. March 2, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: We endorse Ohio Gov. John Kasich in GOP vote"[image: External link]. Detroit News[image: External link]. Detroit. 2016-03-03. Retrieved 2016-03-03.


	
^ "Kasich best choice in Ky. GOP caucus"[image: External link]. Lexington Herald-Leader[image: External link]. Kentucky. 2016-03-03. Retrieved 2016-03-03.


	
^ "Cincinnati Enquirer Endorses John Kasich for President"[image: External link]. Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link]. Ohio. 2016-04-03. Retrieved 2016-03-03.


	
^ "Sun-Times Endorsement: Kasich, a grown-up, instead of Trump"[image: External link]. Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link]. Illinois. March 5, 2016. Retrieved March 7, 2016.


	
^ "Endorsement: John Kasich for Republicans"[image: External link]. The Clarion-Ledger[image: External link]. Jackson, Miss. 2016-03-05. Retrieved 2016-03-05.


	
^ "Kasich is best equipped to be the GOP nominee for president"[image: External link]. Idaho Statesman[image: External link]. Boise. 2016-03-05. Retrieved 2016-03-06.


	
^ "The Seattle Times editorial board recommends John Kasich, Bernie Sanders"[image: External link]. The Seattle Times. 2016-03-06. Retrieved 2016-03-07.


	
^ "John Kasich in the GOP primary for president: endorsement editorial"[image: External link]. The Plain Dealer[image: External link]. Cleveland. 2016-03-10. Retrieved 2016-03-10.


	
^ "For president: John Kasich in the Republican primary"[image: External link]. Akron Beacon Journal[image: External link]. 2016-03-10. Retrieved 2016-03-12.


	
^ "Endorsement: President, GOP: Kasich"[image: External link]. Journal Star[image: External link]. Peoria, Ill. 2016-03-13. Retrieved 2016-03-13.


	
^ "Endorsement: President, GOP: Kasich"[image: External link]. The Arizona Republic[image: External link]. Phoenix, AZ. 2016-03-13. Retrieved 2016-03-18.


	
^ "John Kasich, the GOP's best hope, can win and govern"[image: External link]. Milwaukee Journal Sentinel[image: External link]. Milwaukee, WI. 2016-03-29. Retrieved 2016-03-29.


	
^ "Daily News Editorial Board says vote John Kasich: His maturity and pragmatism shine, especially in contrast to the dangerous and disgraceful character of Donald Trump"[image: External link]. New York Daily News[image: External link]. 2016-04-13.


	
^ "The Queens Tribune Endorses John Kasich"[image: External link]. Queens Tribune[image: External link]. 2016-04-15.


	
^ "Editorial endorsement: Republican John Kasich in 2016 NY presidential primary"[image: External link]. The Post-Standard. Syracuse, N.Y. 2016-04-15. Retrieved 2016-04-16.


	
^ "Courant Primary Endorsement: John Kasich Has The Experience, Temperament"[image: External link]. Hartford Courant[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "ENDORSEMENT: Trump is the story, Kasich the answer"[image: External link]. The Post-Star[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "Primary endorsement: Kasich only candidate who can beat Dems"[image: External link]. The Daily Gazette[image: External link]. 2016-04-17.


	
^ "The Providence Journal Endorses John Kasich"[image: External link]. The Providence Journal[image: External link]. 2016-04-20.


	
^ "Editorial: Vote for John Kasich in GOP primary"[image: External link]. The Bulletin[image: External link]. 2016-04-21.


	
^ "John Kasich is best, most experienced choice for president"[image: External link]. The Sentinel. 2016-04-23.


	
^ "Inquirer endorsement: GOP, vote Kasich"[image: External link]. The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link]. 2016-04-24.


	
^ "Kasich for president"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. 2016-04-25.


	
^ "Republican Primary Endorsement: Kasich"[image: External link]. The Source Weekly. 2016-04-27.


	
^ "Daily Mail endorsement: Kasich shows best qualities for president"[image: External link]. Charleston Gazette-Mail[image: External link]. 2016-04-27.


	
^ "Kasich still better choice than Trump for California GOP"[image: External link]. The Desert Sun[image: External link]. Palm Springs, Calif. 2016-05-06. Retrieved 2016-05-06.


	
^ "California GOP voters, send Donald Trump this message"[image: External link]. The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link]. 2016-06-02. Retrieved 2016-06-04.


	
^ "Endorsement: Marco Rubio can chart new direction for GOP"[image: External link]. The Des Moines Register[image: External link]. January 23, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: Rubio is the best choice in New Hampshire primary"[image: External link]. The Eagle-Tribune[image: External link]. January 31, 2016.


	
^ "EDITORIAL: RJ editorial board endorses Marco Rubio for Nevada Republican caucus"[image: External link]. Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link]. February 5, 2016.


	
^ "Endorsement: Rubio GOP's best chance to reclaim White House"[image: External link]. The Lowell Sun[image: External link]. February 6, 2016.


	
^ "Mass., and nation, are ready for Rubio"[image: External link]. Boston Herald. February 22, 2016.


	
^ "The Republican endorses Marco Rubio in March 1 GOP primary: Editorial"[image: External link]. The Republican. Springfield, Mass. February 24, 2016.


	
^ "Rubio best suited for GOP nomination"[image: External link]. San Antonio Express-News. February 24, 2016.


	
^ "For the Republican primary, Rubio offers greatest hope"[image: External link]. Fort Worth Star-Telegram. February 25, 2016.


	
^ "EDITORIAL: For Marco Rubio"[image: External link]. Arkansas Democrat-Gazette. February 26, 2016.


	
^ "Endorsement: Marco Rubio, who's energetic, optimistic and electable"[image: External link]. Star Tribune. February 26, 2016.


	
^ "Editorial: Vote Rubio on March 15"[image: External link]. Pensacola News Journal. February 27, 2016.


	
^ "Rubio for president: Now's your last chance"[image: External link]. Richmond Times-Dispatch. February 27, 2016.


	
^ "Chattanooga Free Press announces its endorsement for president"[image: External link]. Chattanooga Times Free Press. February 28, 2016.


	
^ "Georgia GOP primary: Support Marco Rubio"[image: External link]. Savannah Morning News. February 28, 2016.


	
^ "Tampa Tribune editorial: Rubio in Florida GOP primary"[image: External link]. February 28, 2016.


	
^ "In Florida primary: Marco Rubio best candidate to unite GOP"[image: External link]. Miami Herald. March 2, 2016.


	
^ "Marco Rubio is GOP's last, best hope: Sentinel Editorial Board"[image: External link]. Orlando Sentinel. March 4, 2016.


	
^ Shaw Media[image: External link] (2016-03-04). "Endorsement: President (R): Rubio"[image: External link]. Kane County Chronicle[image: External link]. St. Charles, Ill. Retrieved 2016-03-05.


	
^ "Editorial: Marco Rubio can help heal and unify the Republican Party"[image: External link]. St. Louis Post-Dispatch. March 5, 2016.


	
^ "Our View: Marco Rubio for U.S. president Republican nomination"[image: External link]. Northwest Herald. March 6, 2016.


	
^ "Marco Rubio for the GOP, but no endorsement for either Democrat"[image: External link]. Chicago Tribune. March 9, 2016.


	
^ "National Enquirer Endorses Trump, Calls Rubio ‘Nerdy’"[image: External link]. The Daily Beast. March 8, 2016.


	
^ "The Rockland County Times endorses NY businessman Donald J. Trump for President"[image: External link]. Rockland County Times. April 7, 2016.


	
^ "In the Republican Primary: Donald Trump for President"[image: External link]. New York Observer[image: External link]. April 12, 2016.


	
^ "The Post endorses Donald Trump"[image: External link]. New York Post[image: External link]. April 14, 2016.


	
^ "Our Endorsements"[image: External link]. Santa Barbara News-Press[image: External link]. 2016-06-02. Retrieved 2016-06-05.








Categories[image: External link]:

	United States presidential election endorsements, 2016[image: External link]

	Newspaper endorsements[image: External link]

	2010s in media[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 3 March 2017, at 02:24.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential primaries, 2016: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newspaper_endorsements_in_the_United_States_presidential_primaries,_2016 [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Newspaper_endorsements_in_the_United_States_presidential_primaries,_2016 [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Daily newspapers

	2 Weekly newspapers

	3 Magazines

	4 College and university newspapers

	5 Foreign newspapers and magazines

	6 See also

	7 References

	8 External links





Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential election, 2016






Various notable newspapers made endorsements[image: External link] of candidates in the 2016 United States presidential election[image: External link], as follows. Tables below indicate which candidate each publication endorsed in the United States presidential election, 2012[image: External link] (where known) and include only endorsements for the general election. Primary endorsements are separately listed at newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential primaries, 2016.

Media journalist Jim Rutenberg[image: External link] writes that endorsements in the 2016 presidential election are distinguished by "blunt condemnation" of the Republican[image: External link] presidential nominee Donald Trump and by a "save the Republic[image: External link]" tone.[1] Reasons cited by editorial boards for refusing to endorse Trump included his lack of experience in government at any level, as well as, among other reasons, editors' belief that Trump was profoundly ignorant of most areas of public policy, lacked character traits considered desirable in a US president, and took a cavalier attitude towards civil liberties, including, but not limited to, freedom of speech and of the press. Trump's harsh attitude to the freedom of the press, such as his plan to "open up" libel[image: External link] laws, was viewed by many newspaper editorial boards as a threat to their profession and industry.

Trump received endorsements from only 20 daily newspapers and six weekly newspapers nationwide, of which only two, the Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link] and the (Jacksonville) Florida Times-Union[image: External link], had circulations of above 100,000.[2] The small number of endorsements received by Trump was unprecedented in American history for a candidate from a major party.[3][4][5]

Among the United States' 100 largest newspapers by paid circulation, 57 endorsed Democratic[image: External link] candidate Hillary Clinton[image: External link],[6] while only two, the Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link] and the Florida Times-Union[image: External link], endorsed Trump. Four (the Chicago Tribune, the Detroit News[image: External link], the Richmond Times-Dispatch[image: External link], and the Charleston (South Carolina) Post and Courier[image: External link]) endorsed Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson,[7] while three other newspapers (USA Today, the Fort Worth Star-Telegram[image: External link], and the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel[image: External link]) specifically discouraged their readers from voting for Trump. Clinton won support from not only traditionally Democratic-leaning newspapers, but also traditionally non-political and conservative[image: External link] newspapers,[1][2] including those which had "either never before supported a Democrat or had not in many decades ... or had never endorsed any presidential candidate, like USA Today."[1] The endorsements by a handful of newspapers of third party candidates, including independent candidate Evan McMullin as well as Johnson, broke from the usual practice of newspaper editorial boards endorsing a candidate from one of the two major parties[image: External link].[2][8]

Summary of newspaper and magazine endorsements in the 2016 United States presidential election



	Candidate
	Daily
	Weekly
	Magazines
	College
	International
	Total



	Hillary Clinton
	243
	148
	15
	77
	17
	500



	No endorsement
	64
	13
	0
	5
	0
	82



	Not Donald Trump
	8
	2
	4
	12
	4
	30



	Donald Trump
	20
	6
	0
	0
	1
	27



	Gary Johnson
	9
	0
	0
	0
	0
	9



	Split Endorsement
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	2



	Evan McMullin
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1



	Not Hillary Clinton
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1






TOP
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	Candidate
	Endorsements
	Breakdown by 2012 endorsement



	Hillary Clinton
	243
	99 Barack Obama; 47 Mitt Romney; 19 No endorsement; 1 Split endorsement; 76 Undetermined



	No endorsement
	64
	38 Mitt Romney; 2 Barack Obama; 2 No endorsement; 11 Undetermined



	Donald Trump
	20
	14 Mitt Romney; 6 Undetermined



	Gary Johnson
	9
	2 Barack Obama; 5 Mitt Romney; 2 Undetermined



	Not Donald Trump
	8
	2 Mitt Romney; 1 Barack Obama; 4 No endorsement; 1 Undetermined



	Split endorsement
	2
	2 Split endorsement



	Evan McMullin
	1
	1 Undetermined



	Not Hillary Clinton
	1
	1 Undetermined
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 Endorsements by daily newspapers






	Newspaper
	2016 endorsement
	Largest reported

circulation
	Endorsement

date
	City
	State
	2012 endorsement
	Notes



	New York Daily News[image: External link][9][10]
	Hillary Clinton
	312,736[11]
	July 28
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	Mitt Romney[12]
	[a]



	Houston Chronicle[image: External link][16]
	Hillary Clinton
	925,085[17]
	July 29
	Houston[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[18]
	[b]



	San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link][20]
	Hillary Clinton
	277,909[21]
	August 5
	San Francisco[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[22]
	



	Tulsa World[image: External link][23]
	No endorsement
	95,063[24]
	August 8
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Oklahoma
	Mitt Romney[25]
	[c]



	The Caledonian-Record[image: External link][26]
	Gary Johnson
	10,204[27]
	August 9
	St. Johnsbury[image: External link]
	Vermont
	
	



	The Press Democrat[image: External link][28]
	Hillary Clinton
	50,669[24]
	August 21
	Santa Rosa[image: External link]
	California
	No endorsement[29]
	



	Richmond Times-Dispatch[image: External link][30]
	Gary Johnson
	109,345[31]
	September 3
	Richmond[image: External link]
	Virginia
	Mitt Romney[32]
	[d]



	The Berkshire Eagle[image: External link][34]
	Hillary Clinton
	32,612[35]
	September 3
	Pittsfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[36]
	



	The Dallas Morning News[image: External link][37]
	Hillary Clinton
	707,792[17]
	September 6
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[38]
	[e]



	Daily Camera[image: External link][41]
	Hillary Clinton
	19,459[42]
	September 10
	Boulder[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[43]
	



	Winston-Salem Journal[image: External link][44]
	Gary Johnson
	62,283[45]
	September 11
	Winston-Salem[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Barack Obama[46]
	[f]



	New Hampshire Union Leader[image: External link][47][48]
	Gary Johnson
	48,468[24]
	September 15
	Manchester[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	Mitt Romney[49]
	[g]



	The Repository[image: External link][50]
	No endorsement
	54,649[24]
	September 18
	Canton[image: External link]
	Ohio
	No endorsement[51]
	[h]



	Los Angeles Times[52]
	Hillary Clinton
	965,598[17]
	September 23
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[53]
	[i]



	The Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link][54][55]
	Hillary Clinton
	207,968[56]
	September 23
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Mitt Romney[57]
	[j]



	Akron Beacon Journal[image: External link][59]
	Hillary Clinton
	96,516[24]
	September 24
	Akron[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Barack Obama[60]
	



	The New York Times[61]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,119,112[62]
	September 24
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[63]
	[k]



	Portland Press Herald[image: External link][65]
	Hillary Clinton
	57,500[66]
	September 25
	Portland[image: External link]
	Maine
	
	[l]



	Kennebec Journal[image: External link][68]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,696[24]
	September 25
	Augusta[image: External link]
	Maine
	
	[l]



	The Arizona Republic[image: External link][69]
	Hillary Clinton
	496,390[56]
	September 27
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	Arizona
	Mitt Romney[70]
	[m]



	The Detroit News[image: External link][71]
	Gary Johnson
	146,962[72]
	September 29
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Mitt Romney[73]
	[n]



	The Baltimore Sun[image: External link][75]
	Hillary Clinton
	239,354[24]
	September 29
	Baltimore[image: External link]
	Maryland
	Barack Obama[76]
	



	USA Today[77]
	Not Donald Trump
	3,866,618[56]
	September 29
	National
	National
	No endorsement[78]
	[o]



	Sun-Sentinel[image: External link][79]
	Hillary Clinton
	210,856[80]
	September 30
	Fort Lauderdale[image: External link]
	Florida
	Mitt Romney[81]
	[p]



	Chicago Tribune[83]
	Gary Johnson
	769,215[17]
	September 30
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Barack Obama[84]
	[q]



	The San Diego Union-Tribune[image: External link][86]
	Hillary Clinton
	334,723[17]
	September 30
	San Diego[image: External link]
	California
	Mitt Romney[87]
	[r]



	Chicago Sun-Times[image: External link][88][89]
	Hillary Clinton
	419,364[90]
	September 30
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	No endorsement[91]
	[s]



	El Paso Times[image: External link][92]
	Hillary Clinton
	42,855[56]
	September 30
	El Paso[image: External link]
	Texas
	Barack Obama[93]
	



	Asheville Citizen-Times[image: External link][94]
	Hillary Clinton
	43,096[56]
	September 30
	Asheville[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Barack Obama[95]
	



	The Desert Sun[image: External link][96]
	Hillary Clinton
	34,114[56]
	September 30
	Palm Springs[image: External link]
	California
	Mitt Romney[97]
	[t]



	The Sacramento Bee[image: External link][98]
	Hillary Clinton
	211,941[24]
	September 30
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[99]
	



	The Courier[image: External link][100]
	No endorsement
	15,997[24]
	October 1
	Findlay[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Mitt Romney[78]
	[u]



	Corpus Christi Caller-Times[image: External link][101]
	Hillary Clinton
	41,618[24]
	October 1
	Corpus Christi[image: External link]
	Texas
	No endorsement[102]
	[v]



	The Charlotte Observer[image: External link][103]
	Hillary Clinton
	161,836[24]
	October 1
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Barack Obama[104]
	



	The Spectrum[105]
	No endorsement
	14,545[56]
	October 1
	St. George[image: External link]
	Utah
	
	[w]



	San Antonio Express News[image: External link][106]
	Hillary Clinton
	356,401[107]
	October 2
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	Texas
	Barack Obama[108]
	



	The News-Gazette[image: External link][109]
	No endorsement
	39,893[24]
	October 2
	Champaign-Urbana[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Mitt Romney[110]
	



	The Spokesman-Review[image: External link][111]
	Hillary Clinton
	70,476[24]
	October 2
	Spokane[image: External link]
	Washington
	Mitt Romney[112]
	



	Waco Tribune-Herald[image: External link][113]
	No endorsement
	36,065[114]
	October 2
	Waco[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[115]
	[x]



	The Bakersfield Californian[image: External link][116]
	No endorsement
	38,868[24]
	October 3
	Bakersfield[image: External link]
	California
	No endorsement[78]
	



	Florida Today[image: External link][117]
	No endorsement
	80,656[56]
	October 3
	Melbourne[image: External link]
	Florida
	Mitt Romney[78]
	[y]



	Austin American-Statesman[image: External link][118]
	No endorsement
	122,361[24]
	October 4
	Austin[image: External link]
	Texas
	No endorsement[119]
	[z]



	Tampa Bay Times[image: External link][120]
	Hillary Clinton
	475,942[121]
	October 6
	St. Petersburg[image: External link]
	Florida
	Barack Obama[122]
	



	Effingham Daily News[image: External link][123]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,564[24]
	October 6
	Effingham[image: External link]
	Illinois
	
	[aa]



	Bangor Daily News[image: External link][124]
	Hillary Clinton
	52,382[125]
	October 7
	Bangor[image: External link]
	Maine
	Barack Obama[126]
	



	Hartford Courant[image: External link][127]
	Hillary Clinton
	178,515[128]
	October 7
	Hartford[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[129]
	



	The Denver Post[image: External link][130]
	Hillary Clinton
	573,542[17]
	October 7
	Denver[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[131]
	



	The Seattle Times[image: External link][132]
	Hillary Clinton
	352,131[17]
	October 7
	Seattle[image: External link]
	Washington
	Barack Obama[133]
	



	Ventura County Star[image: External link][134]
	Hillary Clinton
	56,006[24]
	October 7
	Camarillo[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[135]
	



	The Cullman Times[image: External link][136][137]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,425[24]
	October 7
	Cullman[image: External link]
	Alabama
	
	



	The Daily Star[image: External link][138]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,548[24]
	October 7
	Oneonta[image: External link]
	New York
	
	[ab]



	The Post-Standard[139]
	Hillary Clinton
	111,664[24]
	October 7
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	New York
	No endorsement[140]
	



	Santa Barbara News-Press[image: External link][141][142]
	Donald Trump
	21,245[24]
	October 7
	Santa Barbara[image: External link]
	California
	Mitt Romney[143]
	[ac]



	Bluefield Daily Telegraph[image: External link][145]
	Hillary Clinton
	13,343[24]
	October 8
	Bluefield[image: External link]
	West Virginia
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	Lockport Union-Sun & Journal[image: External link][146]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,726[24]
	October 8
	Lockport[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	Pharos-Tribune[image: External link][147]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,425[24]
	October 8
	Logansport[image: External link]
	Indiana
	
	



	St. Louis Post-Dispatch[image: External link][148]
	Hillary Clinton
	438,058[17]
	October 8
	St. Louis[image: External link]
	Missouri
	Barack Obama[149]
	



	New Castle News[image: External link][150]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,631[24]
	October 8
	New Castle[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	No endorsement[151]
	



	The Meadville Tribune[image: External link][152]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,792[24]
	October 8
	Meadville[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	
	



	Herald-Banner[image: External link][153]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,880[24]
	October 8
	Greenville[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	[ad]



	The Boston Globe[image: External link][155]
	Hillary Clinton
	377,405[17]
	October 8
	Boston[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[156]
	



	The Daily Citizen[image: External link][157]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,000[24]
	October 8
	Dalton[image: External link]
	Georgia
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	Tacoma[image: External link]
	Washington
	Barack Obama[78]
	








	Star Tribune[image: External link][410]
	Hillary Clinton
	589,725[17]
	October 22
	Minneapolis[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Barack Obama[78]
	








	Rockford Register Star[image: External link][411]
	Hillary Clinton
	41,549[24]
	October 22
	Rockford[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Barack Obama[412]
	








	The Sun[image: External link][413]
	No endorsement
	42,000[414]
	October 22
	Lowell[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Mitt Romney[415]
	








	The State Journal-Register[image: External link][416]
	Hillary Clinton
	40,328[24]
	October 22
	Springfield[image: External link]
	Illinois
	No endorsement[417]
	








	Las Vegas Review-Journal[image: External link][418]
	Donald Trump
	133,560[24]
	October 22
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	Nevada
	Mitt Romney[419]
	[cd]








	The Bulletin[image: External link][422]
	Hillary Clinton
	155,47[24]
	October 22
	Norwich[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Mitt Romney[78]
	








	The Bradenton Herald[image: External link][423]
	No endorsement
	32,938[24]
	October 22
	Bradenton[image: External link]
	Florida
	No endorsement[424]
	








	Tiffin Advertiser-Tribune[425]
	Not Hillary Clinton
	9,200[426]
	October 23
	Tiffin[image: External link]
	Ohio
	
	








	Lincoln Journal Star[image: External link][427]
	Hillary Clinton
	54,614[24]
	October 23
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Nebraska
	Barack Obama[428]
	








	News & Record[image: External link][429]
	Hillary Clinton
	68,262[24]
	October 23
	Greensboro[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	
	








	Quad-City Times[image: External link][430]
	Hillary Clinton
	46,428[24]
	October 23
	Davenport[image: External link]
	Iowa
	Mitt Romney[431]
	








	The Decatur Daily[image: External link][432]
	Hillary Clinton
	24,807[433]
	October 23
	Decatur[image: External link]
	Alabama
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	Carroll County Times[image: External link][434]
	No endorsement
	27,171[435]
	October 23
	Westminster[image: External link]
	Maryland
	
	



	Cape Cod Times[image: External link][436]
	Hillary Clinton
	37,627[437]
	October 23
	Hyannis[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	The Southern Illinoisan[image: External link][438]
	Hillary Clinton
	26,180[24]
	October 23
	Carbondale[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Mitt Romney[395]
	



	The Daily News[image: External link][439]
	Hillary Clinton
	24,331[440]
	October 23
	Galveston[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	The Scranton Times-Tribune[image: External link][441]
	Hillary Clinton
	49,221[24]
	October 23
	Scranton[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Barack Obama[230]
	



	The Citizens' Voice[image: External link][442]
	Hillary Clinton
	25,681[24]
	October 23
	Wilkes-Barre[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Barack Obama[230]
	[ce]



	The Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier[image: External link][443]
	No endorsement
	37,090[24]
	October 23
	Waterloo[image: External link]
	Iowa
	Mitt Romney[444]
	



	The Star-Ledger[image: External link][445]
	Hillary Clinton
	247,025[24]
	October 23
	Newark[image: External link]
	New Jersey
	Barack Obama[277]
	



	Globe Gazette[image: External link][446]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,923[24]
	October 23
	Mason City[image: External link]
	Iowa
	
	



	The Beaumont Enterprise[image: External link][447]
	Hillary Clinton
	27,180[24]
	October 23
	Beaumont[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[448]
	



	West Central Tribune[image: External link][449]
	No endorsement
	10,723[450]
	October 23
	Willmar[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	The Dickinson Press[image: External link][452]
	No endorsement
	5,758[453]
	October 23
	Dickinson[image: External link]
	North Dakota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	The Forum of Fargo-Moorhead[image: External link][454]
	No endorsement
	43,606[24]
	October 23
	Fargo[image: External link]
	North Dakota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	Grand Forks Herald[image: External link][455]
	No endorsement
	21,324[456]
	October 23
	Grand Forks[image: External link]
	North Dakota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	Sentinel & Enterprise[image: External link][457]
	No endorsement
	16,393[458]
	October 23
	Fitchburg[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Mitt Romney[459]
	



	Duluth News Tribune[image: External link][460]
	No endorsement
	31,534[461]
	October 23
	Duluth[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[462]
	



	The Gazette[image: External link][463]
	Hillary Clinton
	49,050[24]
	October 23
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	Iowa
	Mitt Romney[464]
	



	Honolulu Star-Advertiser[image: External link][465]
	Hillary Clinton
	171,160[466]
	October 23
	Honolulu[image: External link]
	Hawaii
	Barack Obama[467]
	



	The Bryan-College Station Eagle[image: External link][468]
	Hillary Clinton
	25,918[469]
	October 23
	Bryan[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[470]
	



	The Gazette[image: External link][471]
	No endorsement
	65,112[24]
	October 23
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Mitt Romney[472]
	



	The Tennessean[image: External link][473]
	No endorsement
	198,214[56]
	October 23
	Nashville[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	Mitt Romney[78]
	[cg]



	The Times of Northwest Indiana[image: External link][474]
	No endorsement
	77,357[24]
	October 23
	Munster[image: External link]
	Indiana
	Mitt Romney[475]
	[ch]



	The Daily Press[image: External link][476]
	Hillary Clinton
	78,749[24]
	October 23
	Newport News[image: External link]
	Virginia
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	Antelope Valley Press[image: External link][477]
	Donald Trump
	15,735[478]
	October 23
	Palmdale[image: External link]
	California
	Mitt Romney[479][480]
	[ci]



	AM New York[image: External link][481]
	Hillary Clinton
	336,000[482]
	October 24
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	
	[cj]



	Mitchell Daily Republic[image: External link][483]
	No endorsement
	9,516[484]
	October 24
	Mitchell[image: External link]
	South Dakota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	Jamestown Sun[image: External link][485]
	No endorsement
	4,716[486]
	October 24
	Jamestown[image: External link]
	North Dakota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[cf]



	Daily Globe[487]
	No endorsement
	6,041[488]
	October 24
	Worthington[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[489]
	[cf]



	The Bemidji Pioneer[490]
	No endorsement
	6,102[491]
	October 24
	Bemidji[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[492]
	[cf]



	The Standard-Speaker[493]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,816[24]
	October 25
	Hazleton[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	
	[ce]



	Centralia Chronicle[494]
	No endorsement
	14,000[495]
	October 25
	Centralia[image: External link]
	Washington
	No endorsement[494]
	



	The Washington Times[496]
	Donald Trump
	59,185[497]
	October 26
	Washington, D.C.
	District of Columbia
	Mitt Romney[498]
	



	The Tribune[image: External link][499]
	Hillary Clinton
	28,669[24]
	October 27
	San Luis Obispo[image: External link]
	California
	No endorsement[499]
	[ck]



	Reno Gazette-Journal[image: External link][500]
	Hillary Clinton
	82,745[501]
	October 27
	Reno[image: External link]
	Nevada
	Mitt Romney[502]
	



	The Buffalo News[image: External link][503]
	Hillary Clinton
	196,737[24]
	October 27
	Buffalo[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	Hudson Star-Observer[504]
	No endorsement
	7,335[505]
	October 27
	Hudson[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	Mitt Romney[451]
	[cf]



	The Flint Journal[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	52,415[24]
	October 27
	Flint[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[507]
	[cl]



	Kalamazoo Gazette[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	41,648[24]
	October 27
	Kalamazoo[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[508]
	[cm]



	Muskegon Chronicle[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	27,093[24]
	October 27
	Muskegon[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[509]
	[cm]



	The Grand Rapids Press[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	116,679[24]
	October 27
	Grand Rapids[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Mitt Romney[510]
	[cm]



	Jackson Citizen Patriot[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	21,823[24]
	October 27
	Jackson[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Mitt Romney[511]
	[cm]



	New Braunfels Herald-Zeitung[image: External link][512]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,295[513]
	October 28
	New Braunfels[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	



	Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link][514]
	Hillary Clinton
	46,234[24]
	October 28
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Barack Obama[257]
	



	The Recorder[image: External link][515]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,522[516]
	October 28
	Greenfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[517]
	[cn]



	Daily Hampshire Gazette[image: External link][519]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,975
	October 28
	Northampton[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[520]
	[cn]



	The News-Sentinel[image: External link][521]
	Donald Trump
	80,879[522]
	October 28
	Fort Wayne[image: External link]
	Indiana
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[co]



	The Patriot Ledger[image: External link][523]
	Hillary Clinton
	34,830[24]
	October 29
	Quincy[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[cp]



	Albany Times Union[image: External link][524]
	Hillary Clinton
	107,765[24]
	October 29
	Albany[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	The State[image: External link][525]
	Hillary Clinton
	67,804[24]
	October 29
	Columbia[image: External link]
	South Carolina
	No endorsement[526]
	[cq]



	Farmington Daily Times[image: External link][527]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,103[528]
	October 29
	Farmington[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	
	



	Detroit Free Press[image: External link][529]
	Hillary Clinton
	355,000[530]
	October 30
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[531]
	



	The MetroWest Daily News[image: External link][532]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,801[24]
	October 30
	Framingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[167]
	[cr]



	The Milford Daily News[image: External link][533]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,150[24]
	October 30
	Milford[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[534]
	[cr]



	The Free Lance-Star[image: External link][535]
	No endorsement
	39,598[31]
	October 30
	Fredericksburg[image: External link]
	Virginia
	Barack Obama[536]
	



	The Dispatch / The Rock Island Argus[image: External link][537]
	No endorsement
	35,397[24]
	October 30
	Moline[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Mitt Romney[538]
	[cs]



	Erie Times-News[image: External link][539]
	Hillary Clinton
	54,325[24]
	October 30
	Erie[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Barack Obama[540]
	



	Taunton Daily Gazette[image: External link][541]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,888[24]
	October 30
	Taunton[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[cp]



	The Enterprise[image: External link][542]
	Hillary Clinton
	21,767[24]
	October 30
	Brockton[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[cp]



	Bucks County Courier Times[543]
	No endorsement
	39,788[24]
	October 30
	Levittown[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Mitt Romney[230]
	[ct]



	Stamford Advocate[image: External link][544]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,760[24]
	October 30
	Stamford[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[545]
	[cu]



	Greenwich Time[image: External link][546]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,747[24]
	October 30
	Old Greenwich[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[547]
	[cu]



	The News-Times[image: External link][548]
	Hillary Clinton
	18,931[24]
	October 30
	Danbury[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[549]
	[cu]



	The Hour[image: External link][550]
	Hillary Clinton
	23,788[551]
	October 30
	Norwalk[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	[cu]



	Connecticut Post[image: External link][552]
	Hillary Clinton
	46,317[24]
	October 30
	Bridgeport[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	[cu]



	The Daily Gazette[image: External link][553]
	Hillary Clinton
	57,323[554]
	October 30
	Schenectady[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	The Herald News[image: External link][555]
	Hillary Clinton
	13,060[24]
	October 30
	Fall River[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[cp]



	Tri-City Herald[image: External link][556]
	Hillary Clinton
	35,487[557]
	October 30
	Kennewick[image: External link]
	Washington
	Mitt Romney[558]
	



	Daily Reflector[image: External link][559]
	Donald Trump
	16,966[24]
	October 30
	Greenville[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Mitt Romney[560]
	



	Sioux City Journal[image: External link][561]
	No endorsement
	29,164[24]
	October 30
	Sioux City[image: External link]
	Iowa
	Mitt Romney[562]
	



	Albuquerque Journal[image: External link][563]
	No endorsement
	96,346[24]
	October 30
	Albuquerque[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	Mitt Romney[564]
	



	The Lima News[image: External link][565]
	No endorsement
	26,088[24]
	October 30
	Lima[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Mitt Romney[566]
	



	The Republican[image: External link][567]
	Hillary Clinton
	87,053[24]
	October 30
	Springfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[568]
	



	Daily Herald[image: External link][569]
	Evan McMullin
	26,757[24]
	October 30
	Provo[image: External link]
	Utah
	
	[cv]



	The Gadsden Times[image: External link][571]
	No endorsement
	14,131[24]
	October 30
	Gadsden[image: External link]
	Alabama
	No endorsement[572]
	



	The Beaver County Times[image: External link][573]
	Hillary Clinton
	27,288[24]
	October 30
	Beaver[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	
	



	Baytown Sun[image: External link][574]
	No endorsement
	10,236[575]
	October 30
	Baytown[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	



	The Athens Messenger[image: External link][576]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,000[577]
	October 31
	Athens[image: External link]
	Ohio
	
	



	Aiken Standard[image: External link][578]
	No endorsement
	12,832[579]
	October 31
	Aiken[image: External link]
	South Carolina
	No endorsement[578]
	



	Ashland Daily Tidings[image: External link][580]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,800[581]
	October 31
	Ashland[image: External link]
	Oregon
	
	



	The Durango Herald[image: External link][582]
	Hillary Clinton
	21,000[583]
	November 1
	Durango[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[584]
	



	The Vindicator[image: External link][585]
	Hillary Clinton
	49,622[24]
	November 1
	Youngstown[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Barack Obama[586]
	[cw]



	The Anniston Star[image: External link][587]
	Hillary Clinton
	17,155[24]
	November 1
	Anniston[image: External link]
	Alabama
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	Mail Tribune[image: External link][588]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,208[24]
	November 1
	Medford[image: External link]
	Oregon
	Barack Obama[589]
	[cx]



	Carroll Daily Times Herald[image: External link][590]
	No endorsement
	5,456[591]
	November 2
	Carroll[image: External link]
	Iowa
	Barack Obama[592]
	



	The Aspen Times[image: External link][593]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,500[594]
	November 2
	Aspen[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	Watertown Daily Times[image: External link][595]
	Hillary Clinton
	21,583[24]
	November 2
	Watertown[image: External link]
	New York
	Mitt Romney[596]
	[cy]



	Daily Sun News[597]
	Gary Johnson
	3,300[24]
	November 2
	Sunnyside[image: External link]
	Washington
	
	



	Barre Montpelier Times Argus[image: External link][598]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,915[599]
	November 3
	Barre[image: External link]
	Vermont
	
	



	New Haven Register[image: External link][600]
	No endorsement
	64,827[24]
	November 3
	New Haven[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[601]
	



	The Herald[image: External link][602]
	Hillary Clinton
	62,520[603]
	November 3
	Everett[image: External link]
	Washington
	Barack Obama[604]
	



	The Monterey Herald[image: External link][605]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,150[24]
	November 3
	Monterey[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[606]
	



	Milwaukee Journal Sentinel[image: External link][607]
	Not Donald Trump
	318,711[90]
	November 4
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	No endorsement[608]
	



	The News Journal[image: External link][609]
	Hillary Clinton
	104,570[56]
	November 4
	Wilmington[image: External link]
	Delaware
	Barack Obama[167]
	



	Beloit Daily News[image: External link][610]
	No endorsement
	13,145[611]
	November 5
	Beloit[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	Mitt Romney[612]
	



	The Citizen[image: External link][613]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,925[24]
	November 5
	Auburn[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[614]
	



	Observer-Reporter[image: External link][615]
	Hillary Clinton
	32,350[24]
	November 5
	Washington[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Mitt Romney[616]
	



	Greeley Tribune[617]
	No endorsement
	18,200[618]
	November 5
	Greeley[image: External link]
	Colorado
	
	



	Republican-American[image: External link][619]
	Donald Trump
	43,403[24]
	November 5
	Waterbury[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	Ledger-Enquirer[image: External link][620]
	Hillary Clinton
	31,864[24]
	November 5
	Columbus[image: External link]
	Georgia
	No endorsement[526]
	



	The Florida Times-Union[image: External link][621]
	Donald Trump
	100,644[24]
	November 5
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	Florida
	Mitt Romney[622]
	[cz]



	The Daily Leader[624]
	No endorsement
	5,700[625]
	November 5
	Brookhaven[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	
	



	Peninsula Clarion[image: External link][626]
	Donald Trump
	7,000[627]
	November 5
	Kenai[image: External link]
	Alaska
	Mitt Romney[628]
	[da]



	Athens Banner-Herald[image: External link][630]
	Donald Trump
	14,631[24]
	November 5
	Athens[image: External link]
	Georgia
	
	[da]



	The Wall Street Journal[631][632]
	No endorsement
	2,378,827[633]
	November 6
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	No endorsement
	[db]



	Janesville Gazette[634]
	No endorsement
	20,000[24]
	November 6
	Janesville[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	The Ledger[image: External link][635]
	No endorsement
	50,180[24]
	November 6
	Lakeland[image: External link]
	Florida
	No endorsement[636]
	[dc]



	The Exponent-Telegram[image: External link][637]
	No endorsement
	16,892[24]
	November 6
	Clarksburg[image: External link]
	West Virginia
	Mitt Romney[638]
	



	The Sun Chronicle[image: External link][639]
	Not Donald Trump
	25,372[24]
	November 6
	Attleboro[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	



	Savannah Morning News[image: External link][640]
	Donald Trump
	35,043[24]
	November 6
	Savannah[image: External link]
	Georgia
	Mitt Romney[641]
	[da]



	Topeka Capital-Journal[image: External link][642]
	Donald Trump
	29,168[24]
	November 6
	Topeka[image: External link]
	Kansas
	
	[da]



	St. Augustine Record[image: External link][643]
	Donald Trump
	15,131[24]
	November 6
	St. Augustine[image: External link]
	Florida
	
	[da]



	The Standard Times[image: External link][644]
	Hillary Clinton
	19,972[24]
	November 6
	New Bedford[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[645]
	



	Juneau Empire[image: External link][646]
	Donald Trump
	7,500[627]
	November 6
	Juneau[image: External link]
	Alaska
	
	[da]



	The Augusta Chronicle[image: External link][647]
	Donald Trump
	47,456[24]
	November 6
	Augusta[image: External link]
	Georgia
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[da]



	Lubbock Avalanche-Journal[image: External link][648]
	Donald Trump
	29,685[24]
	November 6
	Lubbock[image: External link]
	Texas
	Mitt Romney[257]
	[da]



	Battle Creek Enquirer[image: External link][649]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,789[650]
	November 6
	Battle Creek[image: External link]
	Michigan
	
	



	The Post and Courier[image: External link][651]
	Gary Johnson
	74,027[24]
	November 6
	Charleston[image: External link]
	South Carolina
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	Valley News[image: External link][652]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,605[653]
	November 6
	West Lebanon[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	Barack Obama[257]
	



	Danville Register & Bee[image: External link][654]
	Gary Johnson
	15,873[31]
	November 6
	Danville[image: External link]
	Virginia
	Mitt Romney[78]
	



	Bowling Green Daily News[image: External link][655]
	Donald Trump
	21,709[24]
	November 6
	Bowling Green[image: External link]
	Kentucky
	Mitt Romney[656]
	



	Orange County Register[image: External link][657]
	No endorsement
	270,742[24]
	November 6
	Santa Ana[image: External link]
	California
	No endorsement[78]
	[dd]



	The Times-Reporter[image: External link][658]
	No endorsement
	18,132[659]
	November 6
	New Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Ohio
	No endorsement[660]
	



	Finger Lakes Times[661]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,064[662]
	November 6
	Geneva[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	The Trentonian[image: External link][663]
	Hillary Clinton
	23,580[664]
	November 6
	Trenton[image: External link]
	New Jersey
	No endorsement[665]
	



	The Daily Nonpareil[image: External link][666]
	Not Donald Trump
	11,709[667]
	November 6
	Council Bluffs[image: External link]
	Iowa
	
	[de]
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 Notes






	
^ The Daily News's editorial stance is usually identified as "flexibly centrist"[13] with a populist streak.[14] The paper endorsed George W. Bush in 2004[image: External link],[15] Barack Obama in 2008[image: External link], and Mitt Romney in 2012[image: External link].[12] On November 1st, the Daily News published an additional editorial "doubling down" on their endorsement, because "it's that important".[10]


	
^ This was the third time in 64 years that the Chronicle endorsed a Democratic[image: External link] nominee for president. The previous times were 2008[image: External link] (Barack Obama) and 1964[image: External link] (Texan Lyndon Johnson[image: External link]).[19]


	
^ This marked a break from the World's traditional practice of endorsing the Republican nominee; it last endorsed a Democrat for president in 1940[image: External link] (Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]).[23]


	
^ This was the Times-Dispatch's first endorsement of a Libertarian. They have endorsed the Republican nominee in every election since 1980.[30] The newspaper published an additional editorial on October 29th, confirming that Johnson remains the newspaper's best choice for president.[33]


	
^ This was the Morning News's first endorsement of a Democrat for president since 1944[image: External link] (Franklin Roosevelt).[39][40]


	
^ This was the Journal's first endorsement of a Libertarian for president.[44]


	
^ This was the Union Leader's first endorsement of a Libertarian for president, and their first endorsement for a non-Republican in over 100 years.[47] On November 5th, the Union Leader published an additional editorial re-affirming their support of Johnson.


	
^ The Repository has a bipartisan endorsement record since 1980[image: External link], but did not endorse any candidate in the two most recent elections.[51] An identical editorial ran in The (Massillon) Independent[image: External link].


	
^ The Times endorsed Republican candidates until 1972, then discontinued endorsements until backing Obama in 2008 and 2012.


	
^ The Enquirer had not endorsed a Democrat for president since 1916 (Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]).[58] On November 2nd, the Enquirer published an additional editorial, re-affirming their endorsement.


	
^ The Times took the additional step of publishing an editorial entitled "Why Donald Trump Should Not Be President."[64]


	
^ a b This same editorial that appeared in the Portland Press Herald also appeared on the same day in the Augusta, Maine Kennebec Journal[image: External link][67]


	
^ This was the first time in the Republic's 126-year history that the paper had endorsed a Democrat for president.[69]


	
^ This was the The Detroit News's first endorsement for a non-Republican in their 143-year history.[74] The paper refrained from making an endorsement in three other presidential elections: twice when Franklin Roosevelt was running, and in 2004[image: External link].[71]


	
^ USA Today published an editorial urging readers not to vote for Donald Trump, marking the first time the newspaper had taken a position in a presidential election in its 34-year history.


	
^ The Sun-Sentinel also published an editorial entitled "Why Trump Is a Terrible Choice."[82]


	
^ This was the Tribune's first endorsement of a Libertarian for president, and first for a third party since 1912[image: External link] (former Republican Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]).[85] Traditionally a Republican paper, it endorsed Obama in 2008[image: External link] and 2012[image: External link].


	
^ This was the first time in the Union-Tribune's 148-year history that the paper had endorsed a Democrat for president.[86]


	
^ The Sun-Times published an additional editorial on November 4th reinforcing their endorsement of Clinton.


	
^ This marked the first time in the Desert Sun's 90-year history that the newspaper had endorsed a Democrat for president.[96]


	
^ This was the first time in many decades that The Courier had not endorsed the Republican candidate.


	
^ The Caller-Times endorsed McCain in 2008.


	
^ St. George Spectrum and Daily News is part of the USA Today network, but published an independent decision to not endorse.


	
^ The Tribune-Herald's opinion editor states that the editorial board stands by its previous endorsement of John Kasich during the Republican primary and declines to endorse a candidate in the general election.


	
^ Florida Today is part of the USA Today network, but published an independent decision to not endorse.


	
^ The Austin American-Statesman endorsed Bush in 2000 and 2004, Obama in 2008, but declined to endorse in 2012 and 2016.


	
^ The Effingham Daily News does not typically endorse candidates.


	
^ The Daily Star endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ There is no published editorial explaining this endorsement.[144]


	
^ The same editorial that appeared in the Herald-Banner appeared in the separate sister weekly publication Rockwall County Herald-Banner on October 14.[154]


	
^ The Commercial Appeal endorsed Republicans from 1980 through 2000, and Democrats in 2004 and 2008.[159]


	
^ The Daily Independent endorsed McCain in 2008


	
^ The News – owned by the LDS Church[image: External link] – has not endorsed a candidate in 80 years, but wrote that Donald Trump should drop out of the race.


	
^ The Enid News & Eagle is traditionally a conservative paper.


	
^ a b The same editorial that was published in the Muskogee Phoenix was also published on October 12 in its sister publication, the Tahlequah Daily Press.


	
^ The Niagara Gazette endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ The Free Press endorsed McCain in 2008.


	
^ Since 1936, the Plain Dealer has endorsed 14 Republicans and 5 Democrats for president.[180]


	
^ The Las Vegas Sun is published as a supplement to the Review-Journal.


	
^ The last time the Dispatch had endorsed a Democrat for president was 1916.


	
^ The Democrat Gazette, traditionally a Republican paper, published dual non-endorsements of Clinton and Trump.


	
^ The Democrat-Gazette, traditionally a Republican paper, published dual non-endorsements of Clinton and Trump. These same editorials also appeared in its sister publication, the Northwest Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.


	
^ a b c d e An identically worded editorial appeared in four other newspapers that are part of Community Newspaper Holdings in Massachusetts.


	
^ a b c Except for 2012, the News had endorsed every Republican candidate since 1980. An identically-worded endorsement was also published in its sister publications The Press-Register of Mobile and The Huntsville Times.


	
^ The last time the Press-Republican endorsed a presidential candidate was more than 40 years ago.


	
^ The Daily Sentinel, traditionally a Republican newspaper, said Donald Trump should step aside.


	
^ a b The Courier News published their endorsement a week earlier than originally planned, also urging Trump to step aside. An identically-worded endorsement was also published in its sister publications The Asbury Park Press and The Daily Record.


	
^ The Woodward News published the endorsement editorial from its sister publication, the Enid Eagle, and then added at the end that they embraced this message.


	
^ The Item republished the editorial from The Cullman Times endorsing Clinton.


	
^ The October 9th editorial is identical to the one that appeared in its sister publication, the Kokomo Times. But the News and Tribune published a separate, original endorsement (with the paper's editors named in the byline) on October 11, titled "Hillary Clinton Best Choice For President".[227]


	
^ The exact same editorial appeared in its sister publication, the Kokomo Tribune.


	
^ The Bristol Herald Courier endorsed McCain in 2008 and Bush in 2004.


	
^ This same editorial appeared in the October 11th edition of the paper's sister publication, the Jeffersonville News and Tribune.


	
^ While they all agreed not to vote for Trump, the editorial board of the Daily Record could not reach a consensus in favor of Clinton.


	
^ The Telegraph Herald's editorial notes that for decades they have not endorsed a candidate for president, but this time it was important to write an editorial against a candidate.


	
^ The Mineral Wells Index's editorial notes that this editorial originally appeared in a sister publication, The Cullman Times, and it endorses this editorial.


	
^ a b An identically-worded endorsement was also published in the Courier-Post's sister publication, The Daily Journal.


	
^ "This editorial originated through CNHI[image: External link] News and The Ashland Daily Independent, and we embrace its message."


	
^ Before endorsing Clinton The Post published an editorial specifically saying that it would not endorse Donald Trump.[267]


	
^ The Idaho Statesman endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ Charleston's two daily newspapers, the Gazette and Daily Mail merged operations in 2015, but maintain individual editorial departments. The Gazette endorsed Clinton on October 14th. The Daily Mail originally withheld their endorsement, but changed their mind and published an editorial on November 4th urging voters to write in McMullin. In 2012 when they were separate newspapers, the Gazette endorsed Obama, and the Daily Mail endorsed Romney.


	
^ The 2012 endorsement was published by its sister paper, The Star Ledger[image: External link].[277]


	
^ In 2012, The Oregonian editorial board chose to end their practice of endorsing candidates for President in favor of more attention to local endorsements.


	
^ An identically worded editorial to the Express-Star's appeared in the Duncan Banner.


	
^ El Nuevo Herald is considered a conservative, Republican paper like its sister paper The Miami Herald.[300]


	
^ The editorial noted that up until this point they endorsed Republican candidates for president "throughout its modern history." An identically-worded endorsement was also published in the Reporter-Herald's sister publication The Longmont Times-Call.


	
^ This was the World-Herald's first endorsement of a Democrat for president since 1932[image: External link].


	
^ The Roswell Daily Record endorsed McCain in 2008.


	
^ The editorial noted that up until this point the Longmont Times-Call had endorsed Republican candidates for president "throughout its modern history." An identically-worded endorsement was also published in its sister publication The Loveland Reporter-Herald.


	
^ The Concord Monitor's editorial board published a separate article urging voters not to vote for Donald Trump.


	
^ An identical editorial to the Foster's Daily Democrat appeared in other Local Media Group[image: External link] papers, including The Portsmouth Herald[image: External link].


	
^ a b The same editorial appeared in the Pantagraph's sister publication, Herald & Review.


	
^ The Chattanooga Times Free Press maintains separate editorial pages for its Times and Free Press components since the Times and Free Press merged in 1999. The Times endorsed Clinton, and the Free Press did not endorse a candidate. In 2012, the Times endorsed Obama, while the Free Press endorsed Johnson.


	
^ The St. Joseph News-Press's endorsement was the first editorial (but not the first endorsement) supporting Trump in the general election.


	
^ The editorial noted that up until this point they endorsed Republican candidates for president "throughout its modern history." An identically-worded endorsement was also published in the Daily Record's sister publication The Longmont Times-Call.


	
^ LNP, then known as Intelligencer Journal/Lancaster New Era, had two separate editorial boards which endorsed both Obama (Intelligencer Journal) and Romney (New Era), respectively, in editorials published on November 2, 2012.[369][370][371]


	
^ a b The same editorial appeared in a Chico Enterprise-Record sister publication, the Oroville Mercury-Register.


	
^ This was the first time in decades the Herald did not make an endorsement for president.


	
^ An identically-worded endorsement was also published in the Mercury News's sister publication The East Bay Times.


	
^ Editorial represents the opinion of Shaw Media, which covers communities in the Sauk Valley, including the Dixon Telegraph (circulation 8,969) and Sterling Daily Gazette (circulation 12,430).[394]


	
^ In 2016, the Contra Costa Times, Oakland Tribune, The Daily Review and The Argus were all merged into one newspaper, the East Bay Times.[402]


	
^ The Las Vegas Review-Journal is owned by Sheldon Adelson[image: External link], a major contributor to Donald Trump's campaign.[420][421]


	
^ a b Editorial notes "The editorial boards of The Citizen's Voice, The Times-Tribune of Scranton and The Standard-Speaker in Hazleton, endorse Democrat Hillary Clinton". All three of these papers belong to the Times-Shamrock Communications[image: External link] group.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i This newspaper is part of the Forum Communications Company[image: External link], which owns several small community papers in MN/ND/SD/WI region. This is the first time in 50 years the newspaper group has not endorsed a Republican candidate for president.[451]


	
^ This was the first time since 1836 The Tennessean did not endorse a candidate. They also cited the fact no candidates chose to be interviewed by their editorial board as a reason for their non-endorsement. Instead, they published an editorial titled "We Endorse the Legitimacy of the U.S. Electoral System," while letting six citizens state their cases for Clinton, Trump and Johnson. The Tennessean supported Democratic candidates for 150 years until 2012, when it supported Romney.


	
^ The editor of the Times parent company wrote they would only endorse in races where they could meet and question the candidates.[474]


	
^ The Antelope Valley Press's endorsement was offered without an accompanying editorial explaining the reason for the endorsement.


	
^ A similarly-worded endorsement appeared in the AM New York's parent publication Newsday.


	
^ This is the first endorsement for president by the San Luis Obispo Tribune in 20 years.


	
^ The Flint Journal is published four times weekly. As a part of the MLive Media Group, it is a shared editorial for several newspapers.


	
^ a b c d As a part of the MLive Media Group, it is a shared editorial for several newspapers.


	
^ a b On October 10th, an editorial appeared in The Recorder, along with the Daily Hampshire Gazette, urging voters not to vote for Trump.[518] This was updated to a Clinton endorsement on October 28th.


	
^ The News-Sentinel endorsement is written as a pro-Pence and pro-Republican Party platform editorial, and the argument presented is voting for Trump is the only acceptable alternative to Clinton.


	
^ a b c d This newspaper is owned by GateHouse Media, and the same editorial was published in several of their publications.


	
^ This is the first time The State has endorsed a Democratic presidential nominee since 1976.


	
^ a b An identical editorial also appeared in several other Massachusetts newspapers owned by Gatehouse Media.


	
^ The Dispatch and The Rock Island Argus are owned by the same company, the contents of the two papers are the same except for different front covers for their respective markets.


	
^ According to the Bucks County Courier Times article, "we won't be endorsing in the presidential race."


	
^ a b c d e This editorial appeared in several Connecticut newspapers that are allied with the Hearst Media Group.


	
^ On October 13th, the Daily Herald published an editorial urging voters not to vote for Trump,[570] but updated their stance on October 30th with a pro-McMullin endorsement.


	
^ The Vindicator editorial concludes that Clinton is unethically fit to be president, but given the lesser of two evils, a Trump presidency would be inconceivable.


	
^ The Mail Tribune was not planning on endorsing any candidates for president this election, but were compelled to support Clinton in order to prevent Trump from becoming president.


	
^ The Daily Times does not want Clinton to be president, but as the "less-worse choice" considers it the only possible option to prevent Trump from being elected.


	
^ The endorsement is "a top-down directive from Morris [Communications]," the parent company of the Florida Times-Union."[623]


	
^ a b c d e f g h This newspaper is owned by Morris Communications[image: External link], which directed its papers to publish editorials favoring Donald Trump.[629]


	
^ The Wall Street Journal has not endorsed a candidate for President since 1928. Two editorials were published, summarizing their views on Trump and Clinton.


	
^ The Ledger announced they were discontinuing endorsing candidates in 2012.


	
^ The editorial was issued by the Southern California News Group[image: External link], to which the Orange County Register editorial staff was merged into in 2016.


	
^ The Nonpareil published a double-endorsement for John Kasich and Bernie Sanders during the primary.
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This list includes newspapers that publish three or fewer times per week.
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 Summary of weekly newspapers






	Candidate
	Endorsements
	Breakdown by 2012 endorsement



	Hillary Clinton
	148
	46 Barack Obama; 1 Mitt Romney; 3 No endorsement; 1 Jill Stein; 97 Undetermined



	Donald Trump
	6
	3 Mitt Romney; 3 Undetermined



	Not Donald Trump
	2
	2 Undetermined



	No endorsement
	13
	9 Mitt Romney; 3 Undetermined; 1 No endorsement
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See also: List of weekly newspapers in the United States[image: External link] and List of alternative weekly newspapers[image: External link]




	Newspaper
	2016 endorsement
	Largest reported circulation
	Endorsement date
	City
	State
	2012 endorsement
	Notes



	Dallas Voice[image: External link][668]
	Hillary Clinton
	13,474[669]
	September 16
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Texas
	No endorsement[670]
	[a]



	The Martha's Vineyard Times[image: External link][671]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,000[672]
	September 28
	Vineyard Haven[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Mitt Romney[673]
	



	South Florida Gay News[image: External link][674]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[675]
	September 28
	Wilton Manors[image: External link]
	Florida
	Barack Obama[676]
	



	Athens News[image: External link][677]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,187[678]
	September 29
	Athens[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Barack Obama[679]
	[b]



	Falls Church News-Press[image: External link][680]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,900[31]
	September 29
	Falls Church[image: External link]
	Virginia
	Barack Obama[681]
	



	The Patriot-News[image: External link][682]
	Hillary Clinton
	89,884[24]
	October 6
	Harrisburg[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	Barack Obama[683]
	[c]



	Santa Barbara Independent[image: External link][684]
	Hillary Clinton
	39,234[685]
	October 6
	Santa Barbara[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[686]
	



	La Gaceta[image: External link][687]
	Hillary Clinton
	18,000[688]
	October 8
	Tampa[image: External link]
	Florida
	
	[d]



	The Sentinel Echo[689]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,501[24]
	October 10
	London[image: External link]
	Kentucky
	
	[e]



	The Morehead News[690]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,270[253]
	October 10
	Morehead[image: External link]
	Kentucky
	
	[f]



	Derry News[691]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,000[692]
	October 10
	Derry[image: External link]
	New Hampshire
	
	[g]



	East Bay Express[image: External link][693]
	Hillary Clinton
	40,000[694]
	October 11
	Berkeley[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[695]
	



	The Jewish Week[image: External link][696]
	Hillary Clinton
	45,548[554]
	October 11
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	
	[h]



	The Zionsville Times-Sentinel[image: External link][697]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,914[253]
	October 11
	Zionsville[image: External link]
	Indiana
	
	[g]



	Qué Pasa[image: External link][698]
	Hillary Clinton
	52,411[699]
	October 11
	Winston-Salem[image: External link], Raleigh[image: External link], Charlotte[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	
	



	The Capital Times[image: External link][700]
	Hillary Clinton
	91,043[24]
	October 12
	Madison[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	Barack Obama[701]
	



	Suwannee Democrat[image: External link][702]
	Not Donald Trump
	4,644[253]
	October 12
	Live Oak[image: External link]
	Florida
	
	[i]



	Willamette Week[image: External link][703]
	Hillary Clinton
	70,000[704]
	October 12
	Portland[image: External link]
	Oregon
	Barack Obama[705]
	



	The Madison / St. Clair Record[image: External link][706]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,132[24]
	October 12
	Edwardsville[image: External link]
	Illinois
	
	



	Washington Blade[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	33,874
	October 12
	Washington
	District of Columbia
	
	



	Philadelphia Gay News[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	25,000[708]
	October 12
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	
	



	Windy City Times[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[709]
	October 12
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	
	[j]



	Between the Lines[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,000[710]
	October 12
	Livonia[image: External link]
	Michigan
	
	



	Bay Windows[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,000[711]
	October 12
	Boston[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[712]
	



	Gay City News[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	34,785[554]
	October 12
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	Watermark[707]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,000[713]
	October 12
	Orlando[image: External link]
	Florida
	
	



	The Pride L.A.[707]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,000[714]
	October 12
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	California
	
	



	The Georgia Voice[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[715]
	October 12
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Georgia
	
	[k]



	Bay Area Reporter[image: External link][707]
	Hillary Clinton
	26,830[716]
	October 12
	San Francisco[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[717]
	



	San Diego CityBeat[718]
	Hillary Clinton
	44,000[719]
	October 12
	San Diego[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[720]
	



	The Argonaut[721]
	Hillary Clinton
	30,000[722]
	October 12
	Marina del Rey[image: External link]
	California
	
	



	The Suffolk Times[723]
	Hillary Clinton
	17,038[724]
	October 12
	Mattituck[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[725]
	[l]



	Boulder Weekly[image: External link][726]
	Hillary Clinton
	25,000[727]
	October 13
	Boulder[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[728]
	



	The Taos News[image: External link][729]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,846[730]
	October 13
	Taos[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	Barack Obama[731]
	



	Monterey County Weekly[image: External link][732]
	Hillary Clinton
	36,000[733]
	October 13
	Monterey County[image: External link]
	California
	
	



	El Observador[image: External link][734]
	Hillary Clinton
	35,000[735]
	October 14
	San Jose[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[736]
	



	Rockwall Herald-Banner[image: External link][737]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,240[738]
	October 14
	Rockwall[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	[m]



	Aurora Sentinel[image: External link][739]
	Hillary Clinton
	34,000[740]
	October 16
	Aurora[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[489]
	



	The Journal[741]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,000[742]
	October 17
	Cortez[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama[78]
	[n]



	The Stranger[image: External link][743]
	Hillary Clinton
	52,503[744]
	October 18
	Seattle[image: External link]
	Washington
	Barack Obama[745]
	



	Colorado Springs Independent[image: External link][746]
	Hillary Clinton
	36,000[747]
	October 19
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	Colorado
	Barack Obama
	



	Indy Week[image: External link][748]
	Hillary Clinton
	32,000[749]
	October 19
	Durham[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Barack Obama[750]
	



	Batesville Herald-Tribune[751]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,274[24]
	October 19
	Batesville[image: External link]
	Indiana
	
	



	The Portland Mercury[image: External link][752]
	Hillary Clinton
	45,000[753]
	October 19
	Portland[image: External link]
	Oregon
	
	



	Jewish Ledger[image: External link][754]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[755]
	October 19
	West Hartford[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	[o]



	Royse City Herald-Banner[image: External link][756]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[757]
	October 19
	Royse City[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	[m]



	The Weston Forum[758]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,100[759]
	October 27
	Weston[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	



	The Charlotte Post[image: External link][760]
	Hillary Clinton
	22,305[761]
	October 19
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	Barack Obama[762]
	



	The Washington Informer[image: External link][763]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[764]
	October 19
	Washington[image: External link]
	District of Columbia
	
	



	Chico News & Review[image: External link][765]
	Hillary Clinton
	38,180[766]
	October 20
	Chico[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[767]
	



	Eugene Weekly[image: External link][768]
	Hillary Clinton
	35,435[769]
	October 20
	Eugene[image: External link]
	Oregon
	Barack Obama[770]
	



	The Skanner[image: External link][771]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,500[772]
	October 20
	Portland[image: External link]
	Oregon
	Barack Obama[773]
	



	La Raza[774]
	Hillary Clinton
	153,620[775]
	October 20
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	
	



	Connecticut Law Tribune[image: External link][776]
	Not Donald Trump
	1,885[777]
	October 20
	Hartford[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	



	The Austin Chronicle[image: External link][778]
	Hillary Clinton
	77,980[779]
	October 21
	Austin[image: External link]
	Texas
	Barack Obama[780]
	



	Wisconsin Gazette[781]
	Hillary Clinton
	28,000[782]
	October 21
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	
	[p]



	Q-Notes[image: External link][783]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,000
	October 21
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	
	



	Philadelphia Tribune[image: External link][784]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,138[785]
	October 21
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	
	



	San Francisco Bay Times[image: External link][786]
	Hillary Clinton
	25,000[787]
	October 22
	San Francisco[image: External link]
	California
	
	



	Richmond Free Press[image: External link][788]
	Hillary Clinton
	32,005[789]
	October 22
	Richmond[image: External link]
	Virginia
	
	



	Williamson County Sun[790]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,052[791]
	October 23
	Georgetown[image: External link]
	Texas
	
	[q]



	Woodbury Bulletin[792]
	No endorsement
	7,811[793]
	October 23
	Woodbury[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[489]
	



	Ahora Latino Journal[794]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[795]
	October 23
	Reno[image: External link]
	Nevada
	
	



	South Washington County Bulletin[796]
	No endorsement
	8,616[797]
	October 24
	Cottage Grove[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[r]



	Farmington Independent[798]
	No endorsement
	2,000[799]
	October 25
	Farmington[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[r]



	Santa Monica Observer[800]
	Hillary Clinton
	22,500[801]
	October 25
	Santa Monica[image: External link]
	California
	
	



	Michigan Chronicle[image: External link][802]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,617[803]
	October 25
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan
	
	



	The St. Louis American[image: External link][804]
	Hillary Clinton
	70,000[805]
	October 25
	St. Louis[image: External link]
	Missouri
	Barack Obama[329]
	



	The Courier-Gazette[806]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,431[807]
	October 25
	Rockland[image: External link]
	Maine
	
	[s]



	The Chicago Defender[image: External link][808]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,811[809]
	October 26
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	
	[t]



	The Providence American[810]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,000[811]
	October 26
	Providence[image: External link]
	Rhode Island
	
	[u]



	Osakis Review[812]
	No endorsement
	1,328[813]
	October 26
	Osakis[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[r]



	Alexandria Echo Press[814]
	No endorsement
	9,763[815]
	October 26
	Alexandria[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[r]



	Park Rapids Enterprise[816]
	No endorsement
	3,508[817]
	October 26
	Park Rapids[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[v]



	The Georgetowner[818]
	Hillary Clinton
	40,000[819]
	October 26
	Washington
	District of Columbia
	
	



	Baltimore Afro-American[image: External link][820]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,500[821]
	October 26
	Baltimore[image: External link]
	Maryland
	Barack Obama[822]
	



	Maui Time[image: External link][823]
	Hillary Clinton
	18,000[824]
	October 26
	Maui[image: External link]
	Hawaii
	Jill Stein[825]
	



	Gary Crusader[826]
	Hillary Clinton
	39,000[827]
	October 27
	Gary[image: External link]
	Indiana
	
	



	New York Amsterdam News[image: External link][828]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,229[554]
	October 27
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	The Detroit Jewish News[image: External link][829]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,000[830]
	October 27
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan
	
	[w]



	Queens Chronicle[image: External link][831]
	Hillary Clinton
	160,000[832]
	October 27
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama
	



	The Ann Arbor News[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	33,231[833]
	October 27
	Ann Arbor[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[834]
	[x]



	The Bay City Times[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	26,567[835]
	October 27
	Ann Arbor[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[167]
	[y]



	The Saginaw News[image: External link][506]
	Hillary Clinton
	28,489[836]
	October 27
	Saginaw[image: External link]
	Michigan
	Barack Obama[167]
	[y]



	The Atlanta Jewish Times[image: External link][837]
	No endorsement
	55,000[838]
	October 27
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Georgia
	
	



	The Enterprise-Tocsin[image: External link][839]
	No endorsement
	3,872[840]
	October 27
	Indianola[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	
	



	News & Review[image: External link][841]
	Hillary Clinton
	38,180[842]
	October 27
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[843]
	



	The Aegis[image: External link][844]
	No endorsement
	15,318[845]
	October 28
	Bel Air[image: External link]
	Maryland
	Mitt Romney[844]
	[z]



	The Arab American News[image: External link][846]
	No endorsement
	35,000[847]
	October 28
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan
	
	[aa]



	The Cincinnati Herald[image: External link][848]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,000[849]
	October 28
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Barack Obama[850]
	



	The Virginia Gazette[image: External link][851]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,884[31]
	October 29
	Williamsburg[image: External link]
	Virginia
	
	



	Wadena Pioneer Journal[816][852]
	No endorsement
	3,124[853]
	October 29
	Wadena[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	Mitt Romney[167]
	[v]



	The Wellesley Townsman[image: External link][854]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,665[855]
	October 29
	Needham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Hamilton Chronicle[image: External link][856]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,482[855]
	October 29
	Danvers[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Wilmington Advocate[image: External link][857]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,886[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Abington Mariner[image: External link][858]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,506[855]
	October 30
	Marshfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Arlington Advocate[image: External link][859]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,338[855]
	October 30
	Lexington[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Weymouth News[image: External link][860]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,836[855]
	October 30
	Randolph[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Brookline Tab[image: External link][861]
	Hillary Clinton
	13,733[855]
	October 30
	Brookline[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Georgetown Record[image: External link][862]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,089[855]
	October 30
	Danvers[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Melrose Free Press[image: External link][863]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,311[855]
	October 30
	Beverly[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Holbrook Sun[image: External link][864]
	Hillary Clinton
	841[855]
	October 30
	Randolph[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Dover-Sherborn Press[image: External link][865]
	Hillary Clinton
	745[855]
	October 30
	Needham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	The Hingham Journal[image: External link][866]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,349[855]
	October 30
	Hingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Marlborough Enterprise[image: External link][867]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,507[855]
	October 30
	Framingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Allston/Brighton Tab[image: External link][868]
	Hillary Clinton
	448[855]
	October 30
	Needham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Sandwich Broadsider[image: External link][869]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,332[855]
	October 30
	Yarmouth Port[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Lakeville Call[image: External link][870]
	Hillary Clinton
	351[871]
	October 30
	Lakeville[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Cohasset Mariner[image: External link][872]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,725[855]
	October 30
	Hingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Lexington Minuteman[image: External link][873]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,328[855]
	October 30
	Hingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Old Colony Memorial[image: External link][874]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,978[855]
	October 30
	Plymouth[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Danvers Herald[image: External link][875]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,347[855]
	October 30
	Danvers[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Canton Journal[image: External link][876]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,262[855]
	October 30
	Raynham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Concord Journal[image: External link][877]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,971[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Watertown Tab[image: External link][878]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,184[855]
	October 30
	Needham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Milford Beacon[image: External link][879]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,222[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Braintree Forum[image: External link][880]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,507[855]
	October 30
	Weymouth[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Chelmsford Independent[image: External link][881]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,355[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Marblehead Reporter[image: External link][882]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,678[855]
	October 30
	Marblehead[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Walpole Times[883]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,832[855]
	October 30
	Walpole[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Rockland Standard[image: External link][884]
	Hillary Clinton
	764[855]
	October 30
	Marshfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Scituate Mariner[image: External link][885]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,823[855]
	October 30
	Marshfield[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	The Sudbury Town Crier[image: External link][886]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,961[855]
	October 30
	Framingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	The Winchester Star[image: External link][887]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,910[855]
	October 30
	Lexington[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Littleton Independent[image: External link][888]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,197[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Wakefield Observer[image: External link][889]
	Hillary Clinton
	538[855]
	October 30
	Danvers[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	The Cape Codder[image: External link][890]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,809[855]
	October 30
	Orleans[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Newburyport Current[image: External link][891]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,921[855]
	October 30
	Beverly[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Malden Observer[image: External link][892]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,314[855]
	October 30
	Medford[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Somerville Journal[image: External link][893]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,341[855]
	October 30
	Somerville[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Swampscott Reporter[image: External link][894]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,732[855]
	October 30
	Marblehead[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Wayland Town Crier[image: External link][895]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,796[855]
	October 30
	Framingham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Tewksbury Advocate[image: External link][896]
	Hillary Clinton
	655[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Billerica Minuteman[image: External link][897]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,565[855]
	October 30
	Concord[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	Fairfield Citizen[898]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,799[899]
	October 30
	Fairfield[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	[ac]



	Westport News[900]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,680[899]
	October 30
	Norwalk[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	



	Easton Journal[901]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,208[899]
	October 30
	Easton[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ad]



	Norton Mirror[902]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,250[903]
	October 30
	Norton[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ad]



	Dedham Transcript[image: External link][904]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,041[855]
	October 31
	Needham[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[ab]



	The Chief-Leader[image: External link][905]
	Hillary Clinton
	30,651[554]
	October 31
	New York City[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	Vilas County News-Review[906]
	Donald Trump
	10,500[907]
	November 1
	Eagle River[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	
	



	Santa Fe Reporter[image: External link][908]
	Hillary Clinton
	16,000[909]
	November 1
	Santa Fe[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	Barack Obama[910]
	



	The Crusader[911][912]
	Donald Trump
	Unknown[913]
	November 1
	Harrison[image: External link]
	Arkansas
	
	[ae]



	Rochester City Newspaper[image: External link][918]
	Hillary Clinton
	37,081[919]
	November 1
	Rochester[image: External link]
	New York
	Barack Obama[920]
	



	Jewish Voice[image: External link][921]
	Donald Trump
	30,000[554]
	November 2
	New York City[image: External link]
	New York
	Mitt Romney[922]
	



	The Jewish Press[image: External link][923]
	Donald Trump
	42,222[554]
	November 2
	New York City[image: External link]
	New York
	Mitt Romney[924]
	



	Lagniappe[image: External link][925]
	No endorsement
	30,000[926]
	November 2
	Mobile[image: External link]
	Alabama
	No endorsement[925]
	



	Rock River Times[image: External link][927]
	Hillary Clinton
	22,000[928]
	November 2
	Rockford[image: External link]
	Illinois
	Barack Obama[929]
	



	Metro Weekly[image: External link][930]
	Hillary Clinton
	17,000[931]
	November 2
	Washington[image: External link]
	District of Columbia
	No endorsement[930]
	



	Idaho Mountain Express[932]
	Hillary Clinton
	13,000[933]
	November 2
	Ketchum[image: External link]
	Idaho
	Barack Obama[934]
	



	Cincinnati CityBeat[image: External link][935]
	Hillary Clinton
	35,000[936]
	November 2
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Ohio
	Barack Obama[937]
	



	Neshoba Democrat[938]
	Donald Trump
	8,000[939]
	November 2
	Philadelphia[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	Mitt Romney[940]
	



	The Alibi[image: External link][941]
	Hillary Clinton
	32,814[942]
	November 3
	Albuquerque[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	Barack Obama[943]
	



	Andover Townsman[image: External link][944]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,339[945]
	November 3
	Andover[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	
	[af]



	New York Observer[image: External link][946]
	No endorsement
	38,232[554]
	November 3
	New York[image: External link]
	New York
	Mitt Romney[616]
	[ag]



	Dorchester Reporter[947]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[948]
	November 3
	Dorchester[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[949]
	



	The Wilton Bulletin[950]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,270[951]
	November 3
	Wilton[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	



	Easton Courier[952]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,165[951]
	November 3
	Easton[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	Barack Obama[953]
	



	Creative Loafing[image: External link] Tampa[954]
	Hillary Clinton
	48,000[955]
	November 3
	Tampa Bay[image: External link]
	Florida
	Barack Obama[956]
	



	Boston Irish Reporter[957]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[958]
	November 3
	Dorchester[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	Barack Obama[959]
	[ah]



	Memphis Flyer[image: External link][960]
	Hillary Clinton
	45,000[961]
	November 3
	Memphis[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	No endorsement
	[ai]



	News & Review[image: External link][962]
	Hillary Clinton
	38,180[842]
	November 3
	Reno[image: External link]
	Nevada
	Barack Obama[963]
	



	News & Review[image: External link][964]
	Hillary Clinton
	38,180[965]
	November 3
	Chico[image: External link]
	California
	Barack Obama[966]
	



	Lake Placid News[967]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,500[968]
	November 3
	Lake Placid[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	The Wave[image: External link][969]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,341[554]
	November 4
	Rockaway[image: External link]
	New York
	
	



	Carteret County News-Times[image: External link][970]
	Donald Trump
	9,725[971]
	November 5
	Morehead City[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	
	[aj]



	Milwaukee Courier[972]
	Hillary Clinton
	40,000[973]
	November 5
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	
	



	The Ridgefield Press[image: External link][974]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[951]
	November 5
	Ridgefield[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	
	



	Inweekly[975]
	Hillary Clinton
	31,860[976]
	November 7
	Pensacola[image: External link]
	Florida
	Barack Obama[977]
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^ This was the first presidential endorsement in the Dallas Voice's 32-year history.


	
^ The Athens News publishes twice weekly.


	
^ The Patriot-News publishes thrice weekly


	
^ La Gaceta is "The nation's only tri-lingual newspaper" (English, Spanish, Italian).


	
^ The Sentinel Echo publishes thrice weekly; its endorsement originated with the Ashland Daily Independent, a sister paper.


	
^ The Morehead News publishes twice weekly; its endorsement originated with the Ashland Daily Independent, a sister paper.


	
^ a b An identically-worded endorsement was also published in a sister publication, The Salem News


	
^ This is the first time the 40-year-old Jewish Week has endorsed a presidential candidate.


	
^ The Suwannee Democrat publishes twice weekly. This editorial originally appeared in the Sunbury Daily Item, but the Suwannee Democrat "embraces its message."


	
^ This is the Windy City Times' first endorsement in the past 16 years.[707]


	
^ The Georgia Voice publishes twice weekly


	
^ The Riverhead News-Review and Shelter Island Reporter are sister papers to The Suffolk Times.


	
^ a b An identical editorial also appeared in the parent publication, the Greenville Herald-Banner on October 8th.


	
^ The Journal publishes twice weekly


	
^ This is the first Presidential endorsement in the Jewish Ledger's 87-year existence.


	
^ The Wisconsin Gazette publishes twice monthly.


	
^ The Williamson County Sun publishes twice weekly.


	
^ a b c d This newspaper is part of the Forum Communications Company[image: External link], which owns several small community papers in MN/ND/SD/WI region. This is the first time in 50 years the newspaper group has not endorsed a Republican candidate for president.[451]


	
^ The Courier Publications Editorial Board also includes the Camden Herald (circulation 3,544) and Belfast Republican Journal (circulation 5,826).


	
^ The Chicago Defender endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ The Providence American is published monthly.


	
^ a b Published twice weekly. This newspaper is part of the Forum Communications Company[image: External link], which owns several small community papers in MN/ND/SD/WI region. This is the first time in 50 years the newspaper group has not endorsed a Republican candidate for president.[451]


	
^ The Detroit Jewish News cited The Atlantic[image: External link]'s decision to endorse a candidate.


	
^ The Ann Arbor News is published twice weekly. As a part of the MLive Media Group, it is a shared editorial for several newspapers.


	
^ a b The Bay City Times and Saginaw News are published three times weekly. As a part of the MLive Media Group, it is a shared editorial for several newspapers.


	
^ The Aegis is published twice weekly. It is a part of the Baltimore Sun media group, but editorially independent. The paper has endorsed a Republican for president for the past several elections.


	
^ The Arab American News editorial notes this is the first time in their history they have declined to endorse a candidate for president.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac ad ae af ag ah ai aj ak al am an ao ap aq This newspaper is owned by GateHouse Media, and the same editorial was published in several of their publications.


	
^ The Fairfield Citizen publishes twice weekly. This editorial appeared in several Connecticut newspapers that are allied with the Hearst Media Group.


	
^ a b An identical editorial also appeared in several other Massachusetts newspapers owned by Gatehouse Media.


	
^ The Crusader is one of the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link]'s newspapers. It did not officially endorse Trump, but its full page editoral is considered a de facto endorsement by many.[912][914][915][916] The Trump campaign has denounced the endorsement.[917]


	
^ An identically worded editorial appeared in four other newspapers that are part of Community Newspaper Holdings in Massachusetts.


	
^ The Observer is owned by Trump's son-in-law, and was one of only four newspapers to endorse Trump during the Republican primaries.


	
^ The Boston Irish Reporter is published in the newspaper format monthly.


	
^ While Memphis Flyer's editorial does not explicitly endorse Clinton, the argument and tone is quite clear:

"The Flyer traditionally does not endorse at election time, leaving such personal decisions to our readers. We would be remiss not to point out the essential nature of the choice at hand, which boils down to a long record of competence and experience versus a legacy of unrelenting narcissism and its resultant chaos."[960]


	
^ The Carteret County News-Times is published three times a week.
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 Summary of magazines






	Candidate
	Endorsements
	Breakdown by 2012 endorsement



	Hillary Clinton
	15
	3 Barack Obama; 9 No endorsement; 3 Undetermined



	Not Donald Trump
	4
	2 No endorsement; 2 Undetermined
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 Endorsements by magazines






	Magazine
	2016 endorsement
	Largest reported circulation
	Endorsement

date
	2012 endorsement[image: External link]
	Notes



	Philadelphia[image: External link][978]
	Hillary Clinton
	103,161[979]
	June 21
	No endorsement[978]
	[a]



	The Advocate[image: External link][980]
	Hillary Clinton
	187,791[981]
	July 25
	Barack Obama[982]
	



	Wired[image: External link][983]
	Hillary Clinton
	870,101[979]
	August 18
	No endorsement[983]
	[b]



	Scientific American[image: External link][984]
	Not Donald Trump
	399,354[979]
	September 1
	No endorsement[984]
	[c]



	The Atlantic[image: External link][985]
	Hillary Clinton
	509,376[979]
	October 5
	No endorsement[986]
	[d]



	The Nation[image: External link][987]
	Hillary Clinton
	110,007[979]
	October 5
	Barack Obama[988]
	



	The Reader[image: External link][989]
	Hillary Clinton
	150,000[990]
	October 7
	No endorsement[989]
	[e]



	Foreign Policy[image: External link][991]
	Hillary Clinton
	101,054[992]
	October 9
	No endorsement[991]
	[f]



	Loveland Magazine[993]
	Not Donald Trump
	n/a
	October 10
	
	[g]



	Christianity Today[image: External link][995]
	Not Donald Trump
	120,000[996]
	October 11
	No endorsement[995]
	[h]



	World[image: External link][997]
	Not Donald Trump
	100,000
	October 11
	
	



	Latina[image: External link][998]
	Hillary Clinton
	517,732[979]
	October 14
	No endorsement[998]
	[i]



	Vogue[image: External link][999]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,231,931[979]
	October 18
	No endorsement[999]
	[j]



	Oakland Magazine[1,000]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,440[1,001]
	October 21
	
	[k]



	Alameda Magazine[1,002]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,001]
	October 21
	
	[k]



	The New Yorker[image: External link][1,003]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,051,795[979]
	October 23
	Barack Obama[1,004]
	



	Variety[image: External link][1,005]
	Hillary Clinton
	30,000[1,006]
	November 1
	No endorsement[1,005]
	[l]



	India Currents[image: External link][1,007]
	Hillary Clinton
	42,725[1,008]
	November 1
	No endorsement[1,007]
	[m]



	India New England News[1,009]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,000[1,010]
	November 3
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^ "This is the first time the editors of Philadelphia magazine have endorsed a presidential candidate."


	
^ This is the first time Wired has endorsed a candidate in a presidential election.


	
^ Scientific American does not usually endorse political candidates.


	
^ This is The Atlantic's third presidential endorsement in the magazine's 159-year history. Their two previous endorsements were for Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] in 1860[image: External link] and Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] in 1964[image: External link].


	
^ The Reader is published quarterly. "Never in the 22-year history of The Reader have we officially backed a candidate for president."


	
^ This is the first political endorsement in Foreign Policy's 46-year history.


	
^ This references the editorial by The Atlantic in their decision to publish their anti-endorsement. Loveland Magazine is online-only, but an official member of the Ohio Newspaper Association.[994]


	
^ This is not an official non-endorsement editorial. "As a non-profit journalistic organization, Christianity Today is doubly committed to staying neutral regarding political campaigns."


	
^ This is Latina's first political endorsement for any candidate in its 20-year history.


	
^ This is Vogue's first political endorsement for any candidate in its 123-year history.


	
^ a b An identical 2016 voter guide endorsing Hillary Clinton appeared on the blogs of Oakland Magazine and Alameda Magazine, both publications of Telegraph Media.


	
^ "For the first time in its 111-year history, Variety is endorsing a presidential candidate."


	
^ The India Currents marks the first time in 30 years that an Indian-American monthly publication has endorsed a US presidential candidate.
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	Candidate
	Endorsements
	Breakdown by 2012 endorsement



	Hillary Clinton
	79
	25 Barack Obama; 1 Jill Stein; 18 No endorsement; 35 Undetermined



	No endorsement
	5
	2 No endorsement; 3 Undetermined



	Not Donald Trump
	12
	3 No endorsement; 9 Undetermined
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 Endorsements by student newspapers






	Newspaper
	2016 endorsement
	Largest reported circulation
	Endorsement

date
	Institution
	City and state
	2012 endorsement
	Notes



	The Miami Student[image: External link][1,011]
	Not Donald Trump
	8,000[1,012]
	September 16
	Miami University[image: External link]
	Oxford, Ohio[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Review[image: External link][1,014]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,000[1,015]
	September 27
	University of Delaware[image: External link]
	Newark, Delaware[image: External link]
	
	



	The Rice Thresher[image: External link][1,016]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,000[1,017]
	September 28
	Rice University[image: External link]
	Houston, Texas[image: External link]
	
	



	The Bucknellian[image: External link][1,018]
	No endorsement
	4,500[1,019]
	September 29
	Bucknell University[image: External link]
	Lewisburg, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	
	



	The Griffin[image: External link][1,020]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,500[1,021]
	September 30
	Canisius College[image: External link]
	Buffalo, New York[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Texan[image: External link][1,022]
	Hillary Clinton
	12,000[1,023]
	September 30
	University of Texas at Austin[image: External link]
	Austin, Texas[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Oberlin Review[image: External link][1,024]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,000[1,025]
	September 30
	Oberlin College[image: External link]
	Oberlin, Ohio[image: External link]
	
	[a]



	The Wellesley News[1,026]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,400[1,027]
	October 5
	Wellesley College[image: External link]
	Wellesley, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	
	[b]



	Rocky Mountain Collegian[image: External link][1,028]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,500[1,029]
	October 10
	Colorado State University[image: External link]
	Fort Collins, Colorado[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,030]
	



	The Justice[image: External link][1,031]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,032]
	October 11
	Brandeis University[image: External link]
	Waltham, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,033]
	



	The Michigan Daily[image: External link][1,034]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[1,035]
	October 11
	University of Michigan[image: External link]
	Ann Arbor, Michigan[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,036]
	



	Middlebury Campus[1,037]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,038]
	October 12
	Middlebury College[image: External link]
	Middlebury, Vermont[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	[c]



	The Inquirer[1,039]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,040]
	October 12
	Diablo Valley College[image: External link]
	Pleasant Hill, California[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Free Press[image: External link][1,041]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,042]
	October 13
	Boston University[image: External link]
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,043]
	



	The Cornell Daily Sun[image: External link][1,044]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,045]
	October 13
	Cornell University[image: External link]
	Ithaca, New York[image: External link]
	
	[d]



	The State News[image: External link][1,046]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,500[1,047]
	October 14
	Michigan State University[image: External link]
	East Lansing, Michigan[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,048]
	



	The Daily Tar Heel[image: External link][1,049]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,000[1,050]
	October 14
	University of North Carolina[image: External link]
	Chapel Hill, North Carolina[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Kentucky Kernel[image: External link][1,051]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[1,052]
	October 16
	University of Kentucky[image: External link]
	Lexington, Kentucky[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,053]
	



	The New Mexico Daily Lobo[1,054]
	No endorsement
	10,500[1,055]
	October 16
	University of New Mexico[image: External link]
	Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Californian[image: External link][1,056]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,057]
	October 18
	University of California, Berkeley[image: External link]
	Berkeley, California[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,058]
	



	The Daily Pennsylvanian[image: External link][1,059]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[1,060]
	October 18
	University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Philadelphia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,061]
	[e]



	The Pitt News[image: External link][1,062]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,000[1,063]
	October 18
	University of Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	Oakland, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,064]
	



	Berkeley Beacon[image: External link][1,065]
	Hillary Clinton
	800[1,066]
	October 19
	Emerson College[image: External link]
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,067]
	



	The Carolinian[1,068]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,069]
	October 19
	University of North Carolina at Greensboro[image: External link]
	Greensboro, North Carolina[image: External link]
	
	



	Technician[image: External link][1,070]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,071]
	October 20
	North Carolina State University[image: External link]
	Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link]
	
	



	University News[1,072]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,000[1,073]
	October 20
	Saint Louis University[image: External link]
	St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	[f]



	Iowa State Daily[image: External link][1,075]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,000[1,076]
	October 20
	Iowa State University[image: External link]
	Ames, Iowa[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,077]
	[g]



	The Lamron[1,079]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,000[1,080]
	October 21
	State University of New York at Geneseo[image: External link]
	Geneseo, New York[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,081]
	



	The Dartmouth[image: External link][1,082]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,800[1,083]
	October 21
	Dartmouth College[image: External link]
	Hanover, New Hampshire[image: External link]
	
	



	SUU News[1,084]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,000[1,085]
	October 21
	Southern Utah University[image: External link]
	Cedar City, Utah[image: External link]
	
	



	Central Michigan Life[image: External link][1,086]
	Hillary Clinton
	7,000[1,087]
	October 23
	Central Michigan University[image: External link]
	Mt. Pleasant, Michigan[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,088]
	



	The Kent Stater[1,089]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,750[1,090]
	October 23
	Kent State University[image: External link]
	Kent, Ohio[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	Minnesota Daily[image: External link][1,091]
	Hillary Clinton
	20,000[1,052]
	October 26
	University of Minnesota[image: External link]
	Minneapolis, Minnesota[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	New University[image: External link][1,092]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[1,093]
	October 25
	University of California, Irvine[image: External link]
	Irvine, California[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Scribe[1,094]
	No endorsement
	600[1,095]
	October 25
	University of Colorado Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	Colorado Springs, Colorado[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Northwestern[image: External link][1,096]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,500[1,097]
	October 26
	Northwestern University[image: External link]
	Evanston, Illinois[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	Yale Daily News[image: External link][1,098]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,099]
	October 26
	Yale University[image: External link]
	New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]
	Barack Obama
	[h]



	The Yale Record[image: External link][1,100]
	No endorsement
	500[1,101]
	October 26
	Yale University[image: External link]
	New Haven, Connecticut[image: External link]
	No endorsement
	[i]



	The Setonian[1,102]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,103]
	October 26
	Seton Hall University[image: External link]
	South Orange, New Jersey[image: External link]
	
	



	El Vaquero[1,104]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,000[1,105]
	October 26
	Glendale Community College[image: External link]
	Glendale, California[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,106]
	[j]



	The Post[image: External link][1,107]
	Hillary Clinton
	14,000[1,108]
	October 27
	Ohio University[image: External link]
	Athens, Ohio[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,109]
	



	The Beacon[image: External link][1,110]
	Hillary Clinton
	n/a[1,111]
	October 27
	University of Portland[image: External link]
	Portland, Oregon[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,112]
	[k]



	The Spectrum[image: External link][1,113]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,114]
	October 27
	North Dakota State University[image: External link]
	Fargo, North Dakota[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,113]
	[l]



	The California Aggie[image: External link][1,115]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[1,116]
	October 27
	University of California, Davis[image: External link]
	Davis, California[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Wooster Voice[1,117]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,500[1,118]
	October 28
	College of Wooster[image: External link]
	Wooster, Ohio[image: External link]
	
	



	Daily Iowan[image: External link][1,119]
	Hillary Clinton
	19,500[citation needed[image: External link]]
	October 28
	University of Iowa[image: External link]
	Iowa City, Iowa[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,120]
	



	Aztec Press[image: External link][1,121]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,122]
	October 28
	Pima Community College[image: External link]
	Tucson, Arizona[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,123]
	[m]



	The Georgetown Voice[image: External link][1,124]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,125]
	October 29
	Georgetown University[image: External link]
	Washington, District of Columbia[image: External link]
	Jill Stein[1,126]
	



	The Chronicle[image: External link][1,127]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,000[1,128]
	October 30
	Duke University[image: External link]
	Durham, North Carolina[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,129]
	



	The Current[image: External link][1,130]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[1,131]
	October 30
	University of Missouri–St. Louis[image: External link]
	St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Illini[image: External link][1,132]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[1,133]
	October 31
	University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign[image: External link]
	Champaign, Illinois[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The DePaulia[image: External link][1,134]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,500[1,135]
	October 31
	DePaul University[image: External link]
	Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]
	No endorsement
	[n]



	The Northern Star[1,136]
	Not Donald Trump
	12,500[1,137]
	October 31
	Northern Illinois University[image: External link]
	DeKalb, Illinois[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Utah Chronicle[1,138]
	Not Donald Trump
	12,000[1,139]
	October 31
	University of Utah[image: External link]
	Salt Lake City, Utah[image: External link]
	
	



	The Highlander[1,140]
	Hillary Clinton
	
	October 31
	University of California, Riverside[image: External link]
	Riverside, California[image: External link]
	
	



	Marquette Wire[1,141]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,000[1,142]
	November 1
	Marquette University[image: External link]
	Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link]
	
	[o]



	The Mercury[1,144]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,500[1,145]
	November 1
	University of Texas at Dallas[image: External link]
	Dallas, Texas[image: External link]
	
	



	The Louisville Cardinal[1,146]
	Hillary Clinton
	8,000[1,147]
	November 1
	University of Louisville[image: External link]
	Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,148]
	



	Coast Report[1,149]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[1,150]
	November 1
	Orange Coast College[image: External link]
	Costa Mesa, California
	Barack Obama[1,151]
	



	The Villanovan[image: External link][1,152]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,153]
	November 1
	Villanova University[image: External link]
	Villanova, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	
	



	The Collegian[1,154]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,155]
	November 1
	California State University, Fresno[image: External link]
	Fresno, California[image: External link]
	
	



	Daily Trojan[image: External link][1,156]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,157]
	November 1
	University of Southern California[image: External link]
	Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
	
	



	Driftwood[1,158]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,500[1,159]
	November 2
	University of New Orleans[image: External link]
	New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link]
	
	



	Grand Valley Lanthorn[image: External link][1,160]
	Not Donald Trump
	8,000[1,161]
	November 2
	Grand Valley State University[image: External link]
	Allendale, Michigan[image: External link]
	
	



	The Owl[1,162]
	No endorsement
	1,000[1,163]
	November 2
	Doane University[image: External link]
	Crete, Nebraska[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,162]
	



	The Wayne Stater[1,164]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,100[1,163]
	November 2
	Wayne State College[image: External link]
	Wayne, Nebraska[image: External link]
	
	



	Quinnipiac Chronicle[1,165]
	Not Donald Trump
	2,205[1,166]
	November 2
	Quinnipiac University[image: External link]
	Hamden, Connecticut[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,165]
	[p]



	The Badger Herald[image: External link][1,167]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[1,052]
	November 2
	University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link]
	Madison, Wisconsin[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Miami Hurricane[image: External link][1,168]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,169]
	November 2
	University of Miami[image: External link]
	Miami, Florida[image: External link]
	
	



	The Bates Student[image: External link][1,170]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,400[1,171]
	November 2
	Bates College[image: External link]
	Lewiston, Maine[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Suffolk Journal[image: External link][1,172]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,500[1,173]
	November 2
	Suffolk University[image: External link]
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,172]
	[q]



	Daily Bruin[image: External link][1,174]
	Hillary Clinton
	9,000[1,175]
	November 3
	University of California, Los Angeles[image: External link]
	Los Angeles, California[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,176]
	



	The Johns Hopkins News-Letter[image: External link][1,177]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,178]
	November 3
	Johns Hopkins University[image: External link]
	Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]
	
	



	The Runner[1,179]
	Hillary Clinton
	
	November 3
	California State University, Bakersfield[image: External link]
	Bakersfield, California[image: External link]
	
	



	The Cowl[1,180]
	Hillary Clinton
	4,000[1,181]
	November 3
	Providence College[image: External link]
	Providence, Rhode Island[image: External link]
	
	



	The Marcolian[1,182]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,000[1,183]
	November 3
	Marietta College[image: External link]
	Marietta, Ohio[image: External link]
	
	



	The New Paltz Oracle[1,184]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,500[1,185]
	November 3
	State University of New York at New Paltz[image: External link]
	New Paltz, New York[image: External link]
	
	[r]



	The State Times[1,186]
	Not Donald Trump
	
	November 3
	SUNY Oneonta[image: External link]
	Oneonta, New York[image: External link]
	
	[r]



	Cardinal Points[image: External link][1,187]
	Not Donald Trump
	3,000[1,188]
	November 3
	SUNY Plattsburgh[image: External link]
	Plattsburgh, New York[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	[r]



	The Leader[1,187]
	Not Donald Trump
	2,500[1,189]
	November 3
	SUNY Fredonia[image: External link]
	Fredonia, New York[image: External link]
	
	[r]



	The Stylus[1,187]
	Not Donald Trump
	3,500[1,190]
	November 3
	SUNY Brockport[image: External link]
	Brockport, New York[image: External link]
	
	[r]



	The Vidette[image: External link][1,191]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[1,192]
	November 3
	Illinois State University[image: External link]
	Normal, Illinois[image: External link]
	
	



	The Scout[1,193]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,500[1,194]
	November 4
	Bradley University[image: External link]
	Peoria, Illinois[image: External link]
	
	



	The Catalyst[image: External link][1,195]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,900[1,196]
	November 4
	Colorado College[image: External link]
	Colorado Springs, Colorado[image: External link]
	
	



	The Montclarion[1,197]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,000[1,198]
	November 4
	Montclair State University[image: External link]
	Montclair, New Jersey[image: External link]
	
	



	The Red and Black[image: External link][1,200]
	Hillary Clinton
	10,000[1,201]
	November 4
	University of Georgia[image: External link]
	Athens, Georgia[image: External link]
	
	



	Fordham Observer[1,202]
	Hillary Clinton
	2,000[1,199]
	November 4
	Fordham University[image: External link]
	New York, New York[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,203]
	



	The Daily Gamecock[image: External link][1,204]
	Not Donald Trump
	6,000[1,205]
	November 6
	University of South Carolina[image: External link]
	Columbia, South Carolina[image: External link]
	
	[s]



	The Daily Athenaeum[image: External link][1,206]
	Hillary Clinton
	15,000[1,207]
	November 7
	West Virginia University[image: External link]
	Morgantown, West Virginia[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[1,208]
	



	Columbia Chronicle[1,209]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,500[1,210]
	November 7
	Columbia College Chicago[image: External link]
	Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]
	
	



	The Daily Cardinal[image: External link][1,211]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,500<[citation needed[image: External link]]
	November 7
	University of Wisconsin–Madison[image: External link]
	Madison, Wisconsin[image: External link]
	No endorsement[1,013]
	



	The Crimson White[image: External link][1,212]
	Not Donald Trump
	15,000[1,213]
	November 7
	University of Alabama[image: External link]
	Tuscaloosa, Alabama[image: External link]
	
	[t]



	The Cougar[image: External link][1,214]
	Not Donald Trump
	15,000[1,215]
	November 7
	University of Houston[image: External link]
	Houston, Texas[image: External link]
	
	



	The Penn[1,216]
	Hillary Clinton
	6,000[1,217]
	November 7
	Indiana University of Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	Indiana, Pennsylvania[image: External link]
	
	



	The Independent Florida Alligator[image: External link][1,218]
	Hillary Clinton
	23,000[1,219]
	November 8
	University of Florida[image: External link]
	Gainesville, Florida[image: External link]
	
	



	The Emory Wheel[image: External link][1,220]
	Hillary Clinton
	5,500[1,221]
	November 8
	Emory University[image: External link]
	Atlanta, Georgia[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[citation needed[image: External link]]
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^ The Oberlin Review's editorial argues against votes for Trump or a third party and against declining to vote.


	
^ As the Wellesley News noted in its editorial, Clinton is an alumna of Wellesley.


	
^ Middlebury Campus endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ The Cornell Daily Sun endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ The Daily Pennsylvanian made their endorsement in a joint statement with The Wellesley News. As they noted, Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton are alumni of the University of Pennsylvania and Wellesley College, respectively.


	
^ University News endorsed Obama in 2008.[1,074]


	
^ The Iowa State Daily also an editorial on why Donald Trump was unfit to be president.[1,078]


	
^ As noted in the Yale Daily News editorial, Clinton is an alumnus of Yale.


	
^ In their tongue-in-cheek non-endorsement, the Yale Record noted it could not endorse due to its tax status and, consequently, "[cannot] support Clinton's impressive commitment to serving and improving this country—a commitment to which she has dedicated her entire professional career."


	
^ The El Vaquero endorsed Obama in 2008.


	
^ At the beginning of the 2016–2017 academic year, The Beacon became an all digital media organization, and print advertising is no longer be available.[1,111]


	
^ The editorial specifically calls out the Forum Communications Company's decision to choose "none of the above" as unhelpful.


	
^ In 2012 pre-election editorial, the Aztec Press did not endorse a candidate, but did urge readers to cast their vote.


	
^ This is only the fifth time The DePaulia has issued an endorsement in its 93 year history.


	
^ A minority opinion was also published by the Marquette Wire in favor of Donald Trump.[1,143]


	
^ "Throughout the 87 years of the Quinnipiac Chronicle’s existence, the editorial board has never taken a stance in a presidential election to our knowledge...this is the first time that the editorial board, as a whole, has done so."


	
^ This is only the fifth time the Suffolk Journal has endorsed a candidate since it was founded 80 years ago.


	
^ a b c d e SUNY (State University of New York) newspapers published a joint editorial, each one giving their different reasons for urging voters not to choose Trump, without endorsing any specific other candidate.[1,187]


	
^ The Daily Gamecock supported Obama in 2008.


	
^ The Crimson White supported Obama in 2008.
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 Foreign newspapers and magazines
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 Summary of foreign periodicals






	Candidate
	Endorsements
	Breakdown by 2012 endorsement



	Hillary Clinton
	18
	4 Barack Obama; 13 Undetermined; 1 No endorsement



	Donald Trump
	1
	1 Undetermined



	Not Donald Trump
	4
	4 Undetermined
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 Endorsements by foreign periodicals






	Periodical
	2016 endorsement
	Largest reported circulation
	Endorsement date
	City
	Country
	2012 endorsement
	Notes



	Israel Hayom[image: External link][1,222]
	Donald Trump
	550,000[1,223]
	March 17
	Tel Aviv[image: External link]
	 Israel
	
	



	Kyiv Post[image: External link][1,224]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,000[1,225]
	August 4
	Kiev[image: External link]
	 Ukraine
	
	



	The Observer[image: External link][1,226]
	Hillary Clinton
	184,252[1,227]
	September 18
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	Barack Obama
	



	Financial Mail[image: External link][1,228]
	Hillary Clinton
	30,662[1,229]
	September 29
	Johannesburg[image: External link]
	 South Africa
	
	



	The Age[image: External link][1,230]
	Not Donald Trump
	182,187[1,231]
	October 10
	Melbourne[image: External link]
	 Australia
	
	[a]



	The Sydney Morning Herald[image: External link][1,233]
	Not Donald Trump
	235,045[1,231]
	October 10
	Sydney[image: External link]
	 Australia
	
	



	Sunday Independent[image: External link][1,234]
	Hillary Clinton
	199,210[1,235]
	October 16
	Dublin[image: External link]
	 Ireland
	
	[b]



	Nature[image: External link][1,236]
	Hillary Clinton
	52,836[1,237]
	October 19
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	
	



	Toronto Star[image: External link][1,238]
	Not Donald Trump
	419,236[1,239]
	October 20
	Toronto[image: External link]
	 Canada
	
	



	The Gleaner[image: External link][1,240]
	Not Donald Trump
	267,233[1,241]
	October 21
	Kingston[image: External link]
	 Jamaica
	
	



	The Guardian[1,242]
	Hillary Clinton
	157,704[1,243]
	October 21
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	Barack Obama[1,244]
	



	The Korea Times[image: External link][1,245]
	Hillary Clinton
	300,000[1,246]
	October 22
	Seoul[image: External link]
	 South Korea
	
	



	Financial Times[image: External link][1,247]
	Hillary Clinton
	193,553[1,248]
	October 31
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	Barack Obama[78]
	



	The Globe and Mail[image: External link][1,249]
	Hillary Clinton
	370,000[1,250]
	November 2
	Toronto[image: External link]
	 Canada
	
	



	Waterloo Region Record[image: External link][1,251]
	Hillary Clinton
	60,435[1,252]
	November 4
	Kitchener, Ontario[image: External link]
	 Canada
	
	



	The Economist[image: External link][1,253]
	Hillary Clinton
	1,459,929[1,254]
	November 5
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	Barack Obama
	



	Times of Malta[image: External link][1,255]
	Hillary Clinton
	37,000[1,256]
	November 6
	Valletta[image: External link]
	 Malta
	
	



	The Independent[image: External link][1,257]
	Hillary Clinton
	N/A
	November 6
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	No endorsement
	[c]



	The Chronicle Herald[image: External link][1,258]
	Hillary Clinton
	93,178[1,259]
	November 7
	Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link]
	 Canada
	
	



	Tibet Sun[image: External link][1,260]
	Hillary Clinton
	
	November 7
	Dharamsala[image: External link]
	 India
	
	



	Daily Trust[image: External link][1,261]
	Hillary Clinton
	11,672[1,262]
	November 7
	Abuja[image: External link]
	 Nigeria
	
	



	Daily Mirror[image: External link][1,263]
	Hillary Clinton
	897,786[1,264]
	November 7
	London[image: External link]
	 United Kingdom
	
	



	Samoa Observer[image: External link][1,265]
	Hillary Clinton
	3,500[1,266]
	November 8
	Apia[image: External link]
	 Samoa
	
	[d]
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 Notes






	
^ On November 6, The Age published an additional editorial reaffirming their opposition to Donald Trump.[1,232]


	
^ In an editorial, the Sunday Independent "would fully endorse" P. J. O'Rourke[image: External link]'s endorsement of Hillary Clinton.


	
^ The Independent endorsed the first U.S. presidential candidate in its 30-year history. The Independent ended daily and Sunday print publication in March, becoming an online-only newspaper.


	
^ The Samoa Observer editorial is from its founder, owner and editor-in-chief.
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	Newspaper endorsements in the United States presidential primaries, 2016
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Russian interference in the 2016 United States Elections






The United States Intelligence Community[image: External link] has concluded with high confidence[image: External link] that the Russian government[image: External link] interfered in the 2016 U.S. presidential election[image: External link].[1] A January 2017 assessment by the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] (ODNI) stated that Russia favored presidential candidate Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton, and that Russian President Vladimir Putin[image: External link] personally ordered an "influence campaign" to harm Clinton's electoral chances and "undermine public faith in the US democratic process".[2]

On October 7, 2016,[3] the ODNI and the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] (DHS) jointly stated that Russian intelligence services[image: External link] had hacked[image: External link] the email accounts of the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (DNC) and Clinton campaign chairman John Podesta[image: External link], and forwarded their contents[image: External link] to WikiLeaks[image: External link].[4][5] Several cybersecurity[image: External link] firms stated that the cyberattacks[image: External link] were committed by hacker groups Fancy Bear[image: External link] and Cozy Bear[image: External link] associated with Russian intelligence.[6] In January 2017, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper[image: External link] testified that Russia also meddled in the elections by disseminating fake news[image: External link] promoted on social media.[7]

In October 2016, U.S. President Barack Obama directly warned Putin to stop interfering or face "serious consequences".[8] Russian officials have repeatedly denied involvement in any DNC hacks or leaks.[9][10][11] In December 2016, Obama ordered a report on hacking efforts aimed at U.S. elections since 2008,[12] while U.S. Senators called for a bipartisan[image: External link] investigation.[13][14] On December 29, 2016, the U.S. expelled 35 Russian diplomats[image: External link], denied access to two Russia-owned compounds, and broadened existing sanctions[image: External link] on Russian entities and individuals.[15] President-elect Donald Trump initially rejected the intelligence reports, dismissing claims of foreign interference and saying that Democrats[image: External link] were reacting to their election loss.[16][17]

Investigations on Russian influence on the election are underway by multiple federal agencies. FBI director[image: External link] James Comey[image: External link] testified to the House Intelligence Committee in March 2017 that the FBI had been conducting a counter-intelligence[image: External link] investigation about Russian interference since July 2016, including possible coordination between associates of Trump and Russia.[18][19][20] In addition, the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link][21] and the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] have been pursuing their own investigations.[22] Federal agencies are investigating possible links and financial ties between the Kremlin and Trump associates, notably targeting Paul Manafort[image: External link], Carter Page[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link].[23][24] Comey has said that during his tenure the FBI was never investigating Trump personally.[25]

On May 9, 2017, Trump dismissed Comey.[26] Trump indicated that the dismissal was connected at least in part to dissatisfaction with the story about himself and Russian interference in the election.[27][25] On May 17, 2017, Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein[image: External link] appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel in the FBI's Russia investigation.[28]
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In December 2016, two senior intelligence officials informed U.S. news media[Note 1] that they were highly confident that Vladimir Putin[image: External link] personally directed the operation to interfere in the 2016 presidential election. They said Putin's motives were a vendetta against Hillary Clinton and the desire to foment global distrust of the U.S.[30] Putin became personally involved after Russia accessed the DNC[image: External link],[30] because such an operation required high government approval.[33] U.S. officials said that under Putin's direction, the goals evolved from criticizing American democracy to attacking Clinton, and by the fall of 2016 to directly help Trump's campaign, because Putin thought he would ease economic sanctions[image: External link].[29] White House Press Secretary[image: External link] Josh Earnest[image: External link][34] and Obama foreign policy advisor and speechwriter Ben Rhodes[image: External link] agreed with this assessment, with Rhodes saying operations of this magnitude required Putin's consent.[29]

In January 2017, the Office of the Director of National Intelligence,[35] representing the work of the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link] (FBI), the Central Intelligence Agency[image: External link] (CIA) and the National Security Agency[image: External link] (NSA), published the following assessment[2] in public, non-classified form. The FBI and CIA gave the assessment with high confidence and the NSA with moderate confidence.[2]


President Vladimir Putin ordered an influence campaign in 2016 aimed at the US presidential election. Russia's goals were to undermine public faith in the US democratic process, denigrate Secretary Clinton, and harm her electability and potential presidency. We further assess Putin and the Russian Government developed a clear preference for President-elect Trump. We have high confidence in these judgments.[2]
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 Russian Institute for Strategic Studies




Main article: Russian Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link]


Several U.S. officials said to Reuters[image: External link] that the Russian Institute for Strategic Studies[image: External link] (RISS) had developed a strategy to influence the U.S. elections in a direction desirable for Russia.[36] The development of strategy was allegedly ordered by Putin and directed by former officers of Russian Foreign Intelligence Service[image: External link]. The Institute was a part of Russian SVR until 2009. It started working directly for the Russian Presidential Administration[image: External link] later.[37]

According to anonymous US officials, the propaganda efforts began in March 2016. The first set of recommendations, issued in June 2016, reportedly proposed that Russia must support a candidate for U.S. president more favorable to Russia than Obama had been via a social media campaign and through Russia-backed news outlets. The second report was written in October 2016 when a Clinton win appeared likely. It allegedly advocated messages about voter fraud in order to undermine the legitimacy of the U.S. electoral system and a Clinton presidency.[36] RISS director Mikhail Fradkov[image: External link] and Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] denied the allegations.[38]
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See also: Trolls from Olgino[image: External link]


Professor Philip N. Howard[image: External link] of the University of Oxford[image: External link] found that about one half of all news on Twitter directed at Michigan[image: External link] prior to the election was junk or fake. The other half came from real news sources.[39] Criticized for failing to stop fake news from spreading on its platform during the 2016 election,[40] Facebook[image: External link], until May 2017 when it announced plans to hire 3,000 content reviewers, thought that the problem could be solved by engineering.[41]

Clint Watts[image: External link], Foreign Policy Research Institute[image: External link] fellow and senior fellow at the Center for Cyber and Homeland Security at George Washington University[image: External link], and Andrew Weisburd reported for The Daily Beast in August 2016 that Russian propaganda[image: External link] fabricated articles were popularized by social media.[42] The authors wrote that disinformation spread from government-controlled outlets, RT and Sputnik[image: External link] to pro-Russian accounts on Twitter.[42] Citing research by Adrian Chen[image: External link], they compared Russian tactics during the 2016 U.S. election to Soviet Union[image: External link] Cold War[image: External link] strategies.[42] They referenced the 1992 United States Information Agency[image: External link] report to the U.S. Congress[image: External link], which warned about Russian propaganda called active measures[image: External link].[42] They wrote active measures were made easier with social media.[42] Institute of International Relations Prague[image: External link] senior fellow and scholar on Russian intelligence, Mark Galeotti[image: External link], agreed the Kremlin operations were a form of active measures.[43] The Guardian wrote in November 2016 the most strident Internet promoters of Trump were paid Russian propagandists, estimating several thousand trolls involved.[44]

In a follow-up article, together with colleague J. M. Berger, Weisburd and Watts said they had monitored 7,000 pro-Trump social media accounts over a two-and-a-half year period,[45] and found that such accounts denigrated critics of Russian activities in Syria and propagated falsehoods about Clinton's health.[46] Watts said the propaganda targeted the alt-right movement[image: External link], the right wing[image: External link], and fascist groups[image: External link].[47] Watts' findings cited Russian propaganda which exacerbated criticism of Clinton and support for Trump, via social media, Internet trolls[image: External link], botnets[image: External link], and websites denigrating Clinton.[42]
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See also: Russia–United States relations § Obama's tenure (2009–2017)[image: External link]
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 Putin and Clinton




The U.S. intelligence community, in a joint January 6, 2017, declassified report, stated that Russian President Vladimir Putin wish to retaliate against Hillary Clinton due to faulting her for 2011-2012 mass protests[image: External link] against him.[2] On March 20, 2017, FBI Director James Comey[image: External link] testified that Putin disregarded Clinton and preferred her opponent.[50] Putin repeatedly accused Clinton, who served as U.S. Secretary of State from 2009 to 2013, of interfering in Russia's internal affairs[image: External link],[51] and in December 2016, Clinton accused Putin of having a personal grudge against her.[52] Michael McFaul[image: External link], who was U.S. ambassador to Russia, said that the operation could be Putin's retaliation against Clinton.[49] In July 2016, NBC News reported that Clinton was outspoken against Putin.[53] According to Russian security expert Andrei Soldatov[image: External link], one of the reasons Russia tried to sway the U.S. presidential election is perceived antipathy between Clinton and the Russian government.[54]
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Main articles: Democratic National Committee cyber attacks[image: External link], 2016 Democratic National Committee email leak[image: External link], Hillary Clinton email controversy[image: External link], and Podesta emails[image: External link]


In June 2016, the Democratic National Committee[image: External link] (DNC) first stated that the Russian hacker groups Cozy Bear[image: External link] and Fancy Bear[image: External link] had penetrated their campaign servers[image: External link] and leaked information via the Guccifer 2.0[image: External link] online persona.[55][56][57] On July 22, 2016, WikiLeaks released approximately 20,000 emails[image: External link] sent from or received by DNC personnel.[58] Debbie Wasserman Schultz[image: External link] resigned as DNC chairwoman following WikiLeaks releases suggesting collusion against Bernie Sanders' presidential campaign.[59] A few days later, Trump publicly called on Russia to hack and release Hillary Clinton's deleted emails[image: External link] from her private server during her tenure in the State Department[image: External link].[60][61] Trump's comment was condemned by the press and political figures, including some Republicans;[62] he replied that he had been speaking sarcastically.[63] Several Democratic Senators said Trump's comments appeared to violate the Logan Act[image: External link],[64][65] and Harvard Law School[image: External link] professor Laurence Tribe[image: External link] added that Trump's call could be treasonous[image: External link].[66] On October 7, 2016, WikiLeaks started releasing series of emails and documents[image: External link] sent from or received by Hillary Clinton campaign manager John Podesta[image: External link], which continued on a daily basis until Election Day.[67] Podesta later blamed Russia.[68] In April 2017, CIA Director Mike Pompeo[image: External link] stated WikiLeaks was a hostile intelligence agency aided by foreign states including Russia, and said that the U.S. Intelligence Community concluded that Russia's "propaganda outlet" RT[image: External link], had conspired with WikiLeaks.[69]
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 U.S. Counter-Disinformation Team




The International Business Times[image: External link] reported that the United States Department of State[image: External link] planned to use a unit formed with the intention of combating disinformation[image: External link] from the Russian government[image: External link], and that it was disbanded in September 2015 after department heads missed the scope of propaganda before the 2016 U.S. election[image: External link].[70] The unit had been in development for 8 months prior to being scrapped.[70] Titled the Counter-Disinformation Team, it would have been a reboot of the Active Measures Working Group[image: External link] set up by the Reagan Administration[image: External link].[71] It was created under the Bureau of International Information Programs[image: External link].[71] Work began in 2014, with the intention of countering propaganda from Russian sources such as TV network RT[image: External link] (formerly called Russia Today).[71] A beta website[image: External link] was ready, and staff were hired by the U.S. State Department for the unit prior to its cancellation.[71] U.S. Intelligence[image: External link] officials explained to former National Security Agency[image: External link] analyst and counterintelligence[image: External link] officer John R. Schindler that the Obama Administration[image: External link] decided to cancel the unit, as they were afraid of antagonizing Russia.[71] A State Department representative told the International Business Times after being contacted regarding the closure of the unit, that the U.S. was disturbed by propaganda from Russia, and the strongest defense was sincere communication.[70] U.S. Undersecretary of State for Public Diplomacy[image: External link] Richard Stengel[image: External link] was the point person for the unit before it was canceled.[71] Stengel had written in 2014 that RT was engaged in a disinformation campaign about Ukraine.[72]
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 Intrusions into state voter-registration systems




As early as June 2016, the FBI sent a warning to states about "bad actors" probing state-elections systems to seek vulnerabilities.[73] In September 2016, FBI Director James Comey testified before the House Judiciary Committee that the FBI was investigating Russian hackers attempting to disrupt the 2016 election and that federal investigators had detected hacked-related activities in state voter-registration[image: External link] databases,[74] which independent assessments determined were soft targets for hackers.[75] Comey stated there were multiple attempts to hack voter database registrations.[73] Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link] attributed Russian hacking attempts to Vladimir Putin[image: External link].[76]

In August 2016, the FBI issued a nationwide "flash alert" warning state election officials about hacking attempts.[75] In September 2016, U.S. Department of Homeland Security officials and the National Association of Secretaries of State[image: External link] reported that hackers had penetrated, or sought to penetrate, the voter-registration systems in more than 20 states over the previous few months.[74] Federal investigators attributed these attempts to Russian government-sponsored hackers,[73] and specifically to Russian intelligence agencies.[75] Four of the intrusions into voter registration databases were successful, including intrusions into the Illinois and Arizona databases.[76] Although the hackers did not appear to change or manipulate data,[74][73] Illinois officials reported that information on up to 200,000 registered voters was stolen.[75] The FBI and DHS increased their election-security coordination efforts with state officials as a result.[73][74] Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson[image: External link] reported that 18 states had requested voting-system security assistance from DHS.[73] The department also offered risk assessments to the states, but just four states expressed interest, as the election was rapidly approaching.[74] The reports of the database intrusions prompted alarm from Senate Minority Leader[image: External link] Harry Reid[image: External link], Democrat of Nevada, who wrote to the FBI saying foreign attempts to cast doubt on free and fair elections[image: External link] was a danger to democracy not seen since the Cold War[image: External link].[76]
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 Leaking of classified document to The Intercept




On June 5, 2017, The Intercept[image: External link] published a top secret NSA document describing details about Russia's attempts to hack American voting systems a week before the election in November 2016.[78][79][80] Less than an hour later, federal contractor Reality Leigh Winner[image: External link] was charged[81][82] with removing this document from a government facility and leaking it to The Intercept.[83][84][85] Winner, a 25-year-old contractor with Pluribus International Corporation[image: External link], had been arrested on charges of leaking the document on June 3.[86][87][88][89][90][91]
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 Putin payroll conversation




In June 2016, a month before the Republican Party nominated Trump for president, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], after ending a meeting with Ukrainian Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman[image: External link], said in a private conversation with his Republican colleagues that he thought "Putin pays Rohrabacher[image: External link] and Trump". House Speaker Paul Ryan interjected to end the conversation and instructed those present to secrecy.[92] The conversation took place a day after it was revealed that Russian operatives had hacked the DNC[image: External link].[92] The existence of the conversation was publicly revealed in May 2017, by The Washington Post, which obtained a recording of the conversation[92] and published a full transcript of the conversation.[93] When asked for comment, spokesmen for both McCarthy and Ryan initially gave a categorical denial that the conversation had taken place, with the former calling the claim silly. After being informed that a recording of the conversation existed, the spokesmen called the conversation comedic. Evan McMullin, who was present at the conversation as the then-policy director for the House Republican Conference[image: External link], confirmed its content, saying Ryan was worried about it being made public.[92]
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 Cybersecurity analysis




In June and July 2016, cybersecurity[image: External link] experts and firms, including CrowdStrike[image: External link],[94] Fidelis[image: External link], Mandiant[image: External link], SecureWorks[image: External link][95] and ThreatConnect[image: External link], stated the DNC email leaks were part of a series of cyberattacks on the DNC[image: External link] committed by two Russian intelligence groups, called Fancy Bear[image: External link] and Cozy Bear[image: External link],[6][96] also known respectively as APT[image: External link]28 and APT29.[94][97] ThreatConnect also noted possible links between the DC Leaks[image: External link] project and Russian intelligence[image: External link] operations because of a similarity with Fancy Bear attack patterns.[98] Symantec[image: External link] and FireEye[image: External link] examined the data themselves and supported Crowdstrike's analysis that the perpetrators were Fancy Bear and The Dukes (also known as APT29).[99] In June 2016, SecureWorks stated that the actor group was operating from Russia on behalf of the Russian government.[100] In December 2016, Ars Technica[image: External link] IT[image: External link] editor Sean Gallagher reviewed the publicly available evidence, and wrote that attribution of the DNC hacks to Russian intelligence was based on clues from attack methods and similarity to other cases, as the hacking was tracked in real time since May 2016 by CrowdStrike's monitoring tools.[101]
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[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 GCHQ tips and CIA briefings to Congress




In part because U.S. agencies cannot surveil U.S. citizens without a warrant, the U.S. was slow to recognize a pattern itself. From late 2015 until the summer of 2016, during routine surveillance of Russians, several countries discovered interactions between the Trump campaign and Moscow. The UK, Germany, Estonia, Poland, and Australia (and possibly the Netherlands and France) relayed their discoveries to the U.S.[102]

According to The Guardian because the materials were highly sensitive, Robert Hannigan[image: External link], then the director of the UK's GCHQ[image: External link], contacted CIA director John O. Brennan[image: External link] to give him information directly.[102] Concerned, Brennan gave classified briefings to the Gang of Eight[image: External link] (the leaders of the House and Senate, and the leaders of the House and Senate intelligence committees) during late August and September 2016.[103] Referring only to intelligence allies and not to specific sources, Brennan told the Gang of Eight that he had received evidence that Russia might be trying to help Trump win the U.S. election.[102] On May 23, 2017, Brennan stated to the House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] that Russia "brazenly interfered" in the 2016 US elections. He said that he first picked up on Russia's active meddling "last summer",[104] and that he had on August 4, 2016 warned his counterpart at Russia's FSB[image: External link] intelligence agency, Alexander Bortnikov[image: External link], against further interference.[105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 October 2016 ODNI / DHS joint statement




At the Aspen security conference[image: External link] in summer 2016, Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link] said that Vladimir Putin wanted to retaliate against perceived U.S. intervention in Russian affairs with the 2011–13 Russian protests[image: External link] and the ousting of Viktor Yanukovych[image: External link] in the 2014 Ukraine crisis[image: External link].[106] In July 2016, consensus grew within the CIA that Russia had hacked the DNC[image: External link].[107] In a joint statement on October 7, 2016, the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] expressed confidence that Russia had interfered in the presidential election by stealing emails from politicians and U.S. groups and publicizing the information.[4] On December 2, intelligence sources told CNN they had gained confidence that Russia's efforts were aimed at helping Trump win the election.[108]
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 December 2016 CIA report




On December 9, the CIA told U.S. legislators the U.S. Intelligence Community[image: External link] had concluded, in a consensus view, that Russia conducted operations to assist Donald Trump in winning the presidency, stating that "individuals with connections to the Russian government", previously known to the intelligence community, had given WikiLeaks[image: External link] hacked emails from the DNC[image: External link] and John Podesta[image: External link].[109] The agencies further stated that Russia had hacked the RNC as well, but did not leak information obtained from there.[110] These assessments were based on evidence obtained before the election.[111] According to an unnamed official, the intelligence community did not believe that Moscow's efforts altered the outcome of the election.[112]
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 FBI inquiries




In June 2016, the FBI notified the Illinois Republican Party that some of its email accounts may have been hacked.[113] In December 2016, an FBI official stated that Russian attempts to access the RNC server were unsuccessful.[110] In an interview with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link] of ABC News, RNC chair Reince Priebus stated they communicated with the FBI when they learned about the DNC hacks, and a review determined their servers were secure.[114] On January 10, 2017, FBI Director[image: External link] James Comey[image: External link] told the Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] that Russia succeeded in "collecting some information from Republican-affiliated targets but did not leak it to the public".[115]

On July 25, 2016, the FBI announced that it would investigate the hack of the Democratic National Committee emails[image: External link], following the publication on July 22 of a large number of the emails by WikiLeaks[image: External link].[116][117] On October 31, 2016, The New York Times stated that the FBI had been examining possible connections between the Trump campaign and Russia, but did not find any clear links.[118] At the time, FBI officials thought Russia was motivated to undermine confidence in the U.S. political process rather than specifically support Trump.[118] During a House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] hearing in early December, the CIA said it was certain of Russia's intent to help Trump.[119] On December 16, 2016, CIA Director[image: External link] John O. Brennan[image: External link] sent a message to his staff saying he had spoken with FBI Director James Comey and Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] James Clapper[image: External link], and that all agreed with the CIA's conclusion that Russia interfered in the presidential election with the motive of supporting Donald Trump's candidacy.[120]

On March 20, 2017, during public testimony to the House Intelligence Committee, FBI director James Comey[image: External link] confirmed the existence of an FBI[image: External link] investigation into Russian interference and Russian links to the Trump campaign, including the question of whether there had been any coordination between the campaign and the Russians.[18] He said the investigation began in July 2016.[19] Comey made the unusual decision to reveal the ongoing investigation to Congress, citing benefit to the public good.[121]
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 December 2016 FBI / DHS Joint Analysis Report




On December 29, 2016, the FBI and the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released an unclassified Joint Analysis Report titled "GRIZZLY STEPPE – Russian Malicious Cyber Activity".[97] It gave new technical details regarding methods used by Russian intelligence services for affecting the U.S. election, government, political organizations and private sector.[122][123]

The report included malware samples[image: External link] and other technical details as evidence that the Russian government had hacked the Democratic National Committee.[124] Alongside the report, DHS published Internet Protocol addresses[image: External link], malware[image: External link], and files used by Russian hackers.[122] An article in the Süddeutsche Zeitung[image: External link] discussed the difficulty of proof in matters of cybersecurity. Persons quoted in the article told the paper that the unclassified evidence provided by the Joint Analysis Report did not provide proof of Russian culpability. One analyst told the Süddeutsche Zeitung that U.S. intelligence services could be keeping some information secret to protect their sources and analysis methods.[125]

Ars Technica security editor Dan Goodin wrote that, the U.S. analysis lacked technical evidence of an attempt to influence the 2016 election.[126] Former hacker Kevin Poulsen[image: External link], writing for The Daily Beast, stated that while other public sources provide solid evidence of Russia's interference, the JAR report did not adequately explain it, thus encouraging conspiracy theorists who doubt the report.[99] The Daily Beast stated that the report faced criticism from cybersecurity analysts for its lack of concrete evidence and disorganization.[127]
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 January 2017 Intelligence Community Assessment




On January 6, 2017, after briefing the president, the president-elect, and members of the Senate and House, U.S. intelligence agencies released a de-classified version[128] of the report on Russian activities. The report asserted that Russia had carried out a massive cyber operation ordered by Russian President Putin with the goal to sabotage the 2016 U.S. elections. The agencies concluded that Putin and the Russian government tried to help Trump win the election by discrediting Hillary Clinton and portraying her negatively relative to Trump, and that Russia had conducted a multipronged cyber campaign consisting of hacking and the extensive use of social media and trolls, as well as open propaganda on Russian-controlled news platforms.[129] The report contained no information how the data was collected and provided no evidence underlying its conclusions.[130][131] A large part of the report was dedicated to criticizing Russian TV channel RT America[image: External link], which it described as a "messaging tool" for the Kremlin.[132] On March 5, 2017, James Clapper said, in an interview with Chuck Todd[image: External link] on Meet the Press[image: External link] that, regarding the January 2017 Intelligence Community Assessment, their report did not have evidence of collusion.[133] On May 14, 2017, in an interview with George Stephanopoulos[image: External link], Clapper explained more about the state of evidence for or against any collusion, saying he was personally unaware of evidence of collusion but was also unaware of the existence of the formal investigation.[134]
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 Investigation into financial flows




On January 18, 2017, McClatchy[image: External link] reported that an investigation into "how money may have moved from the Kremlin to covertly help Trump win" had been conducted over several months by six federal agencies: the FBI, the CIA[image: External link], the NSA[image: External link], the Justice Department[image: External link], the Financial Crimes Enforcement Network[image: External link] and representatives of the DNI[image: External link].[23] The New York Times confirmed this investigation into Carter Page[image: External link], Paul Manafort[image: External link] and Roger Stone[image: External link] on January 19, 2017, the eve of the presidential inauguration.[135]
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 James Comey testimony, June 8, 2017




In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, former FBI Director James Comey affirmed he has "no doubt" that Russia interfered in the 2016 election:


SEN. MARTIN HEINRICH (D-NM): The president has repeatedly talked about ... Russia's involvement in the U.S. election cycle as "a hoax" and as "fake news." ...

JAMES COMEY: Yes, sir. There should be no fuzz on this whatsoever. The Russians interfered in our election during the 2016 cycle. They did it with purpose. They did it with sophistication. They did it with overwhelming technical efforts. And it was an active measures campaign driven from the top of that government. There is no fuzz on that. It is a high-confidence judgment of the entire intelligence community, and the members of this committee have seen the intelligence. It's not a close call. That happened. That's about as unfake as you can possibly get and is very, very serious, which is why it's so refreshing to see a bipartisan focus on that because this is about America, not about any particular party.

HEINRICH: So that was a hostile act by the Russian government against this country?

COMEY: Yes, sir.

[136]
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 U.S. government response
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 U.S. Senate




Members of the U.S. Senate Intelligence Committee[image: External link] traveled to Ukraine and Poland in 2016 and learned about Russian operations to influence their elections.[137][137] Senator Angus King[image: External link] said the problem frustrated both political parties.[138] On November 30, 2016, seven members of the committee asked President Obama to declassify[image: External link] and publicize more information on Russia's role in the U.S. election.[137][139] Representatives in the U.S. Congress[image: External link] took action to monitor the national security of the United States[image: External link] by advancing legislation to monitor propaganda.[140][141] On November 30, 2016, legislators approved a measure within the National Defense Authorization Act[image: External link] to ask the U.S. State Department[image: External link] to act against propaganda with an inter-agency panel.[140][141] The initiative was developed through a bipartisan[image: External link] bill, the Countering Foreign Propaganda and Disinformation Act[image: External link], written by U.S. Senators Republican Rob Portman[image: External link] and Democrat Chris Murphy[image: External link].[140] Senate Intelligence Committee member Ron Wyden[image: External link] said frustration over covert Russian propaganda was bipartisan.[140]

Republican U.S. Senators stated they planned to hold hearings and investigate Russian influence on the 2016 U.S. elections.[142] By doing so they went against the preference of incoming Republican President-elect Trump, who downplayed Russian interference.[142] Armed Services Committee[image: External link] Chairman John McCain and Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr[image: External link] planned investigations of Russian cyberwarfare[image: External link].[142] U.S. Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link] Chairman Bob Corker[image: External link] planned a 2017 investigation.[142] Senator Lindsey Graham indicated he would conduct an investigation during the 115th Congress[image: External link].[142] On December 11, 2016, top-ranking bipartisan[image: External link] members of the U.S. Senate issued a joint statement responding to the intelligence assessments Russia influenced the election.[13] The two Republican signers were Senators Graham and McCain, both members of the Armed Services Committee; the two Democratic signers were incoming Minority Leader[image: External link] Chuck Schumer[image: External link], and Senator Jack Reed[image: External link], the ranking member[image: External link] of the Armed Services Committee.[143][144][145]

Senator McCain called for a special select committee[image: External link] of the U.S. Senate to investigate Russian meddling in the election,[146][147] and called election meddling an "act of war".[148] Republican Senator and Intelligence Committee member James Lankford[image: External link] agreed that investigation into Russian influence on the elections should be cooperative between parties.[149] Republican Senator Susan Collins[image: External link] said a bipartisan investigation should improve proactive cyber defense[image: External link].[150] Outgoing Senate Democratic Caucus[image: External link] leader Harry Reid[image: External link] said the FBI hid Russian interference to swing the election for Trump, and called for James Comey[image: External link] to resign.[151]

On December 12, 2016, Senate Majority Leader[image: External link] Republican Mitch McConnell[image: External link] expressed confidence in U.S. intelligence.[14] McConnell added that investigation of Russia's actions should be bipartisan and held by the Senate Intelligence Committee.[14] The next day, Senate Intelligence Committee Chairman Richard Burr (R-NC) and Vice Chairman Mark Warner[image: External link] (D-VA) announced the scope of the committee's official inquiry[image: External link]. Senators McCain, Graham, Schumer, and Reed issued a joint bipartisan statement on December 18, urging McConnell to create a select committee tasked with the investigation.[152]

On December 14, 2016, Graham said Russians hacked into his Senate campaign email, adding that the FBI contacted his campaign in August 2016 to notify them of the breach in security that occurred in June to his campaign vendor.[153][154] On December 15, Graham stated that in order for Trump's nominee for United States Secretary of State[image: External link], Rex Tillerson[image: External link], to earn his confirmation vote, Tillerson would need to acknowledge his belief Russia interfered in the 2016 elections.[155]

On December 16, Burr denied that the CIA was acting on political motives and stated that intelligence employees hold diverse perspectives.[120] The committee issued a release emphasizing they earnestly took into consideration the fact that both the Senate Majority and Minority Leaders were in agreement a bipartisan investigation should take place.[156] The Senate Intelligence Committee began work on its bipartisan inquiry on January 24, 2017.[21] On May 25, 2017 a unanimous Senate Intelligence Committee voted to give both Chairmen of the Senate Intelligence Committee solo subpoena power.[157][158] On May 26, 2017, Chairman Richard Burr[image: External link] (R-NC) and Vice-Chairman Mark Warner[image: External link] (D-VA) both signed off on a bi-partisan subpoena for all documents, emails, telephone records and anything else responsive to be turned over to the Senate Intelligence Committee.[159]
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 U.S. House of Representatives




U.S. Representative Adam Schiff[image: External link], Ranking Member of the House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link], commented on Putin's aims, and said U.S. intelligence agencies were concerned with Russian propaganda.[106] Speaking about disinformation that appeared in Hungary[image: External link], Slovakia[image: External link], the Czech Republic[image: External link], and Poland[image: External link], Schiff said there was an increase of the same behavior in the U.S.[106] Schiff concluded Russian propaganda operations would continue against the U.S. after the election.[106] He put forth a recommendation for a combined House and Senate investigation similar to the Joint Inquiry into Intelligence Community Activities before and after the Terrorist Attacks of September 11, 2001[image: External link].[160]

Republican U.S. Speaker of the House[image: External link] Paul Ryan said external interference in U.S. elections was intolerable.[161] Ryan said an investigation should be conducted by U.S. House Intelligence Committee[image: External link] chairman Representative Devin Nunes[image: External link], and stated interference from Russia was troubling due to Putin's activities against the U.S.[162] On December 12, 2016, Nunes emphasized that at the time he had only viewed circumstantial evidence[image: External link] Russia intended to assist Trump win.[163] On December 14, Nunes requested a formal briefing to gain more information about assertions officials had revealed to the media; the DNI refused, citing the ongoing review ordered by President Obama.[164]

In January 2017, both the House and Senate intelligence committees launched investigations on the Russian meddling into the presidential election, including possible ties between Trump's campaign and Russia.[22] In February, General Michael Flynn[image: External link], Trump's pick for National Security Advisor[image: External link], resigned after it had been discovered that he had been in touch with the Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], discussing the possibility of lifting sanctions against Russia.[165]

On February 24, 2017, Republican Congressman Darrell Issa[image: External link] called for a special prosecutor[image: External link] to investigate whether Russia meddled with the U.S. election and was in contact with Trump's team during the presidential campaign, saying that it would be improper for Trump's appointee, Attorney General Jeff Sessions[image: External link], to lead the investigation.[166][167] On March 19, 2017, Schiff told Meet the Press[image: External link] that there was sufficient evidence to warrant further investigation.[168] On March 22, 2017, Schiff stated that he had seen evidence of a higher standard than circumstantial regarding collusion.[169] On April 6, 2017, Nunes temporarily recused himself from the Russia investigation after the House Ethics Committee announced that it would investigate accusations against him that he had disclosed classified information without authorization. Representative Mike Conaway[image: External link] subsequently assumed control of the investigation.[170]
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 Obama administration




U.S. President Obama and Vladimir Putin had a discussion about computer security[image: External link] issues in September 2016, which took place over the course of an hour and a half.[171] During the discussion, which took place as a side segment during the then-ongoing G20 summit[image: External link] in China, Obama made his views known on cyber security matters between the U.S. and Russia.[171] Obama said Russian hacking stopped after his warning to Putin.[172] One month after that discussion the email leaks from the DNC cyber attack had not ceased, and President Obama decided to contact Putin via the Moscow–Washington hotline[image: External link], commonly known as the red phone, on October 31, 2016.[8] Obama emphasized the gravity of the situation by telling Putin: "International law, including the law for armed conflict, applies to actions in cyberspace."[8]

On December 9, 2016, Obama ordered the U.S. Intelligence Community[image: External link] to investigate Russian interference in the election and report before he left office on January 20, 2017.[12] U.S. Homeland Security Advisor[image: External link] and chief counterterrorism advisor to the president Lisa Monaco[image: External link] announced the study, and said foreign intrusion into a U.S. election was unprecedented and would necessitate investigation by subsequent administrations.[173] The intelligence analysis would cover malicious cyberwarfare[image: External link] occurring between the 2008[image: External link] and 2016 elections.[174][175] CNN reported that an unnamed senior administration official told them that the White House was confident Russia interfered in the election.[176] The official said the order by President Obama would be a lessons learned[image: External link] report, with options including sanctions and covert cyber response against Russia.[176]

On December 12, 2016, White House Press Secretary[image: External link] Josh Earnest[image: External link] was critical of Trump's rejection of the idea that Russia used cyberattacks to influence the election.[177] Earnest contrasted Trump's comments on Twitter with the October 2016 conclusions of the U.S. Intelligence Community.[177] At a subsequent White House press conference on December 15, Earnest said Trump and the public were aware prior to the 2016 election of Russian interference efforts, calling these undisputed facts.[34] United States Secretary of State[image: External link] John Kerry[image: External link] spoke on December 15, 2016, about President Obama's decision to approve the October 2016 joint statement by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] and the Office of the Director of National Intelligence[image: External link].[29] Kerry stated the president's decision was deliberative and relied upon information cautiously weighed by the intelligence agencies.[29] He said the president felt a need to warn the U.S. public and did.[29]

In a December 15, 2016 interview by NPR journalist Steve Inskeep[image: External link], Obama said the U.S. government would respond to Russia via overt and covert methods, in order to send an unambiguous symbol to the world that any such interference would have harsh consequences.[171] He added that motive[image: External link] behind the Russian operation could better be determined after completion of the intelligence report he ordered.[171] Obama emphasized that Russian efforts caused more harm to Clinton than to Trump during the campaign.[171] At a press conference the following day, he highlighted his September 2016 admonition to Putin to cease engaging in cyberwarfare against the U.S.[178] Obama explained that the U.S. did not publicly reciprocate against Russia's actions due to a fear such choices would appear partisan.[178] President Obama minimized conflict between his administration and the Trump transition, stressing cyber warfare against the U.S. should be a bipartisan issue.[179]

On March 1, 2017, The New York Times reported that in the last days of the Obama administration, "there was a push to process as much raw intelligence as possible into analyses, and to keep the reports at a relatively low classification level to ensure as wide a readership as possible across the [American] government..." The information was filed in many locations within federal agencies as a precaution against future concealment or destruction of evidence[image: External link] in the event of any investigation.[180]
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 Sanctions imposed on Russia




See also: International sanctions during the Ukrainian crisis[image: External link] and Magnitsky Act[image: External link]


On December 29, 2016, the U.S. government announced a series of punitive measures against Russia.[181][182] Namely, the Obama administration imposed sanctions on four top officials of the GRU[image: External link] and declared persona non grata[image: External link] 35 Russian diplomats suspected of spying:[183][Note 2] they were ordered to leave the country within 72 hours. Further sanctions against Russia were announced, both overt and covert.[124][185][186] A White House statement said that cyberwarfare by Russia was geared to undermine US trust in democracy and impact the election.[187] President Obama said his decision was taken after previous warnings to Russia.[188] On December 30, two waterfront compounds used by families of Russian embassy personnel were shut down on orders of the U.S. government, citing spying activities: one in Upper Brookville, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], and the other in Centreville, Maryland[image: External link], on the Eastern Shore[image: External link].[182][189][190] They had served as luxury retreats for various Russian diplomats over several decades.[191]
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 2017 developments
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 Dismissal of FBI director James Comey




Main article: Dismissal of James Comey


On May 9, 2017, the Trump Administration dismissed Comey, attributing it to a recommendation from United States Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions[image: External link] and Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein[image: External link],[192] particularly Rosenstein who had submitted a memo critical of Comey's conduct in the investigation about Hillary Clinton's emails[image: External link].[193] Reportedly Trump had been talking to aides about firing Comey for at least a week before acting, and had asked Justice Department officials to come up with a rationale for dismissing him.[194][195] Trump later confirmed that he had intended to fire Comey regardless of any Justice Department recommendation.[196] Trump himself and a White House spokesperson also seemed to tie the firing to the Russia investigation, with Trump saying "When I decided to [fire Comey], I said to myself, I said, 'You know, this Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made up story, it's an excuse by the Democrats for having lost an election that they should have won.'"[197][198] Trump was also reported to have told Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Russian ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] "I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job," adding "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That’s taken off."[199][200][201]

The dismissal came as a surprise to Comey and most of Washington, and was described as having "vast political ramifications" because of the Bureau's ongoing investigation into Russian activities in the 2016 election.[202] The termination was immediately controversial. It was compared to the Saturday Night Massacre[image: External link], President Richard Nixon[image: External link]'s termination of special prosecutor Archibald Cox[image: External link], who had been investigating the Watergate scandal[image: External link],[203][204] and to the dismissal of Sally Yates in January 2017.[205] Near the end of James Comey's testimony to the senate intelligence committee on June 8th 2017, Comey stated “It’s my judgment that I was fired because of the Russia investigation. I was fired in some way to change, or the endeavor was to change, the way the Russia investigation was being conducted."[206] Former United States Attorney[image: External link] Preet Bharara[image: External link] said in a June 11, 2017 interview with ABC News, "there's absolutely evidence to begin a case" regarding obstruction of justice[image: External link] by Trump.[207] Bharara went on to note, "No one knows right now whether there is a provable case of obstruction. [But] there's no basis to say there's no obstruction."[207]
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 White House allegedly attempts to influence the investigation




Main article: Comey memos


In May 2017 a February memo by James Comey was made public, describing an Oval Office conversation with Trump on February 14, 2017, in which Trump is described as attempting to persuade Comey to drop the FBI investigation into former National Security Advisor Michael Flynn.[208][209] The memo notes that Trump said, "I hope you can see your way clear to letting this go, to letting Flynn go. He is a good guy. I hope you can let this go." Comey made no commitments to Trump on the subject.[210] In testimony to the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey gave a detailed report on the February 14 conversation, including Trump's suggestion that he should "let go" the Flynn investigation. Comey said he "took it as a direction… I took it as, this is what he wants me to do." He added that it was "a very disturbing thing, very concerning," and that he discussed the incident with other FBI leaders.[211]

Comey created similar memos about every phone call and meeting he had with the president.[212] In his testimony before the Senate Intelligence Committee on June 8, Comey revealed that he had been the source of the public revelation of his February 14 memo. He said he asked a "good friend", later revealed to be Columbia Law School[image: External link] professor Daniel Richman[image: External link], to release the information to the media. He said he wanted to make it public because of Trump's hint that he might have tapes of their conversation. "Lordy, I hope there are tapes," Comey added.[213]

Earlier, senior White House officials had reportedly asked intelligence officials if they could intervene to stop the FBI investigation into Michael Flynn.[214] A further report in June said that in March Trump personally discussed the FBI's Russia investigation with Director of National Intelligence[image: External link] Daniel Coats[image: External link] and CIA Director[image: External link] Mike Pompeo[image: External link], and asked if they could intervene with Comey to limit or stop it.[215] When he was asked at a Senate Intelligence Committee hearing about the report, Coats said he would not discuss conversations he had with the president but "I have never felt pressured to intervene in the Russia investigation in any way."[216]

In February 2017 it was reported that White House officials had asked the FBI to issue a statement that there had been no contact between Trump associates and Russian intelligence sources during the 2016 campaign. The FBI did not make the requested statement, and observers noted that the request violated established procedures about contact between the White House and the FBI regarding pending investigations.[217] After Comey revealed in March that the FBI was investigating the possibility of collusion between the Trump campaign and Russia, Trump reportedly asked Director of National Security[image: External link] Admiral Michael S. Rogers[image: External link] to speak out publicly if he had not seen evidence of collusion. Trump also made a similar request to Coats.[214] Both Coats and Rogers believed that the request was inappropriate, though not illegal, and did not make the requested statement. The two exchanged notes about the incident, and Rogers made a contemporary memo to document the request.[218][219]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Disclosure of classified information to Russia




Main article: Donald Trump disclosure of classified information to Russia[image: External link]


According to a current and former government official, Trump discussed highly classified intelligence in a May 10, 2017 meeting in the Oval Office[image: External link] with Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov[image: External link] and Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link], providing details on sources and methods[image: External link].[220][221][222] The intelligence was about an ISIL[image: External link] plot.[220] During the same meeting, Trump told Russian officials that firing the F.B.I. director, James Comey, had relieved "great pressure" on him. He stated, "I just fired the head of the F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job," He continued, "I faced great pressure because of Russia. That's taken off."[223][224]
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 Investigation by special counsel




Main article: 2017 Special Counsel for the United States Department of Justice team[image: External link]


On May 17, 2017, Deputy Attorney General[image: External link] Rod Rosenstein[image: External link] appointed former FBI Director Robert Mueller[image: External link] as special counsel in its investigation. Mueller will direct FBI agents and Department of Justice prosecutors investigating election interference by Russia.[28][225][226] As special counsel, Mueller will have the power to issue subpoenas[image: External link],[227] hire staff members, request funding, and prosecute federal crimes in connection with the election interference.[228] On May 23, 2017, the U.S. Department of Justice ethics experts announced they had declared Mueller ethically able to function as special counsel.[229] In an interview with the Associated Press, Rosenstein said he would recuse himself if any of his (Rosentein's) actions were to become a subject in the investigation due to his role in the dismissal of James Comey.[230]

Mueller has assembled a prosecution team consisting of:


	
Rod Rosenstein[image: External link], Deputy Attorney General (may recuse himself if necessary)[231][232][233]


	
Andrew Weissmann[image: External link], head of the Justice Department’s criminal fraud unit[231][232][233]


	
James Quarles (attorney), an assistant Watergate prosecutor[231][232][233]


	
Aaron Zebley, Mueller’s FBI chief of staff[231][232][233]


	
Jeannie Rhee, a former DOJ attorney[231][232][233]


	
Michael Dreeben[image: External link], Deputy Solicitor General[image: External link]. Oversees the Justice Department’s criminal appellate docket.[234]




On May 24, Trump hired his personal attorney Marc Kasowitz[image: External link] to represent him in the investigation.[235] Trump has also hired Jay Sekulow[image: External link] and Michael Bowe as defense team members.[233]
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 Links between Trump associates and Russian officials




Main article: Links between Trump associates and Russian officials


As of March 2017, the FBI is investigating Russian involvement in the election, including alleged links between Trump's associates and the Russian government.[18] British and the Dutch intelligence have given information to United States intelligence about meetings in European cities between Russian officials, associates of Putin, and associates of then-President-elect Trump. American intelligence agencies also intercepted communications of Russian officials, some of them within the Kremlin, discussing contacts with Trump associates.[180] The New York Times reported that multiple Trump associates, including campaign chairman Paul Manafort[image: External link] and other members of his campaign, had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016, although officials said that so far, they did not have evidence that Trump's campaign had co-operated with the Russians to influence the election.[236]

In particular, Russian Ambassador Sergey Kislyak[image: External link] has met several Trump campaign members and administration nominees; involved people dismissed those meetings as routine conversations in preparation for assuming the presidency. Trump's team has issued at least twenty denials concerning communications between his campaign and Russian officials;[237] several of these denials turned out to be false.[238] In the early months of 2017, Trump and other senior White House officials asked the Director of National Intelligence, the NSA director, the FBI director, and two chairs of congressional committees to publicly dispute the news reports about contacts between Trump associates and Russia.[239][240]
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 Michael Flynn




National Security Advisor[image: External link] Michael Flynn[image: External link] was forced to resign on February 13, 2017, after it was revealed that on December 29, 2016, the day that Obama announced sanctions against Russia, Flynn had discussed the sanctions with Russian ambassador to the United States Sergey Kislyak[image: External link]. Flynn had earlier acknowledged speaking to Kislyak but denied discussing the sanctions.[241][242]

On March 2, 2017, The New York Times reported that Kislyak met with Flynn and Jared Kushner in December 2016 to establish a line of communication with the Trump administration.[243] In May 2017 it was further reported that at that December meeting, Kushner and Flynn asked the Russians to set up a direct, encrypted communications channel with Moscow, so that Flynn could speak directly to Russian military officials about Syria and other issues without the knowledge of American intelligence agencies. Kislyak was hesitant to allow Americans to have access to Russia's secure communications network, and no such channel was actually set up.[244][245]

In December 2015 Flynn was paid $45,000 by Russia Today[image: External link] for delivering a talk in Moscow, and Russia provided him a 3-day, all-expenses-paid trip.[246] Two months later, in February 2016 when he was applying for a renewal of his security clearance, he stated that he had received no income from foreign companies and had only “insubstantial contact” with foreign nationals.[247] Glenn A. Fine[image: External link], the acting Defense Department Inspector General[image: External link], has confirmed he is investigating Flynn.[246] CNN reported that, during a phone call intercepted by American Intelligence, Russian officials claimed they had cultivated such a strong relationship with Flynn that they believed they could use him to influence Donald Trump and his team.[248]
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 Other Trump associates




Attorney General[image: External link] Jeff Sessions[image: External link], an early and prominent supporter of Trump's campaign, spoke twice with Russian ambassador Kislyak before the election – once in July 2016 at the Republican convention and once in September 2016 in Sessions' Senate office. In his confirmation hearings, Sessions testified that he "did not have communications with the Russians about the election".[249] On March 2, 2017, Sessions recused himself from any investigations into Russia's election interference,[250] deferring to Rod Rosenstein[image: External link].

In April 2017, it was reported that Donald Trump's son-in-law and senior advisor[image: External link], Jared Kushner, on his application for top secret security clearance, failed to disclose numerous meetings with foreign officials, including Ambassador Kislyak and Sergei Gorkov[image: External link], the head of the Russian state-owned bank Vnesheconombank[image: External link]. Kushner's lawyers called the omissions "an error". The Senate Intelligence Committee investigating Russian interference in the 2016 election plans to question Kushner in connection with the meetings he had with these individuals.[251]

The New York Times reported that campaign chairman Paul Manafort[image: External link] had repeated contacts with senior Russian intelligence officials during 2016. Manafort said he did not knowingly meet any Russian intelligence officials.[236] Intercepted communications during the campaign show that Russian officials believed they could use Manafort to influence Trump.[104]

Roger Stone[image: External link], a former adviser to Donald Trump and business partner of Paul Manafort, stated that he had been in contact with Guccifer 2.0[image: External link], a hacker persona believed to be a front for Russian intelligence operations, who had publicly claimed responsibility for at least one hack of the DNC[image: External link].[252] Stone had predicted the Wikileaks release of the Podesta emails[image: External link] which damaged the Hillary Clinton electoral campaign.[253] Stone also reportedly stated privately that he has "actually communicated with Julian Assange[image: External link]", although he has since denied this.[254]

Oil industry consultant Carter Page[image: External link] had his communications monitored by the FBI under a FISA[image: External link] warrant during the summer of 2016, after he was suspected to act as an agent for Russia. Page told The Washington Post that he considered that to be "unjustified, politically motivated government surveillance".[255] Page spoke with Kislyak during the 2016 Republican National Convention, acting as a foreign policy adviser to Donald Trump.[256][257] In 2013 he had met with Viktor Podobnyy, then a junior attaché at the Russian Permanent Mission to the United Nations[image: External link], at an energy conference, and provided him with documents on the U.S. energy industry.[258] Podobnyy was later charged with spying, but was protected from prosecution by diplomatic immunity[image: External link].[259] The FBI interviewed Page in 2013 as part of an investigation into Podonyy's spy ring, but never accused Page of wrongdoing.[259]

On January 11, 2017, UAE[image: External link] officials organized a meeting in the Seychelles between Erik Prince[image: External link], the founder of the Blackwater[image: External link] security company and a Trump campaign donor, and an unnamed Russian "close to Vladimir Putin". They reportedly discussed a "back channel" between Trump and Putin along with Middle East policy, notably about Syria and Iran. U.S. officials told the Washington Post and NBC News that the FBI was investigating the meeting; the FBI refused to comment.[260]

On May 30, 2017, both the House and Senate congressional panels asked President Trump's personal lawyer Michael Cohen[image: External link],[261] to "provide information and testimony" about any communications he had with people connected to the Kremlin.[262][261]

On June 1, 2017, The Guardian reported that Nigel Farage[image: External link], former leader of the United Kingdom Independence Party[image: External link] and one the first foreign political figures to meet Trump following the election, was a person of interest in the FBI investigation, which Farage denied.[263]
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 Steele dossier




Main article: Donald Trump–Russia dossier


Christopher Steele[image: External link], a former MI6[image: External link] agent, was hired by Fusion GPS[image: External link] to produce opposition research on Donald Trump. His reports were first sold to Republicans, then to Democrats, and included alleged kompromat[image: External link] which may expose Trump to blackmail[image: External link] from Russia. A 35-page compilation was leaked to the press in October 2016 but was not published by mainstream media who doubted the material's credibility.[264] On January 5, 2017, U.S. intelligence agencies briefed President Obama and President-elect Trump on the existence of these documents.[265] Eventually, the dossier was published in full by BuzzFeed[image: External link] on January 11.[266]

On March 30, 2017, Paul Wood[image: External link] of BBC News[image: External link] revealed that the FBI was using the dossier as a roadmap for its investigation.[267] On April 18, 2017, CNN reported that corroborated information from the dossier had been used as part of the basis for getting the FISA warrant to monitor former Trump foreign policy advisor Carter Page[image: External link] during the summer of 2016.[268]
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 Commentary and reactions
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A Quinnipiac University[image: External link] poll conducted January 5–9, 2017, showed that 55% of respondents believed that Russia interfered in the election.[269] According to an NBC News/Wall Street Journal[image: External link] poll conducted January 12–15, 51% of respondents said they believed Russia intervened in the election through hacking.[270] As of February 2017 public-opinion polls showed a partisan split on the importance of Russia's involvement in the 2016 election.[271] An NBC News/Wall Street Journal[image: External link] poll found that 53 percent wanted a Congressional inquiry into communications in 2016 between the Trump campaign and Russian officials.[272] Quinnipiac University[image: External link] found that 47 percent thought it was very important.[273] A March 2017 poll conducted by the Associated Press and NORC[image: External link] found about 62% of respondents say they are at least moderately concerned about the possibility that Trump or his campaign had inappropriate contacts with Russia during the 2016 campaign.[274]

According to a Quinnipiac University[image: External link] poll conducted in late March and early April 2017, 68% of voters supported "an independent commission investigating the potential links between some of Donald Trump's campaign advisors and the Russian government".[275] An April 2017 NBC News/Wall Street Journal[image: External link] poll found that respondents had little confidence in Congress's investigation into the Russian interference in the election. The poll reported that "some 73% of adults in the survey said that a nonpartisan, independent commission should look into Russia's involvement in the election".[276] An ABC News/Washington Post[image: External link] poll conducted in April 2017 found that 56 percent of respondents thought that Russia tried to influence the election.[277]

A May 2017 Monmouth University[image: External link] poll, conducted after the dismissal of James Comey, found that "nearly 6-in-10 Americans thought it was either very (40%) or somewhat (19%) likely that Comey was fired in order to slow down or stop the FBI investigation into Russian interference in the 2016 election and possible links with the Trump campaign." Like other recent opinion polls, a majority, 73%, said that the FBI investigation should continue.[278] A second May 2017 poll conducted after Comey's dismissal by Quinnipiac University[image: External link] reported significantly higher levels of unease than in previous polls. The poll asked respondents if they thought that "President Trump fired former FBI Director James Comey because President Trump had lost confidence in his ability to lead the FBI well, or that President Trump fired former FBI Director James Comey to disrupt the FBI investigation into potential coordination between the Trump campaign and the Russian government". 55% of the sample said that they thought Comey was fired to disrupt an investigation.[279]

A June 2017 ABC News/Washington Post[image: External link] poll found that 56% of respondents thought that Trump was interfering with any investigations into Russia rather than cooperating, while 61% said that they believed Trump dismissed James Comey to protect himself rather than for the good of the country. The poll also found that only 21% trusted what Trump said "about possible Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election and related issues" a great deal/good amount, with 72% saying not at all.[280] An Investor's Business Daily[image: External link]/TIPP poll conducted in late May and early June 2017 found that a majority of respondents believed that the media was sensationalizing the investigation. The poll reported that 57% of adults agreed that "the media has prematurely declared President Trump and his allies guilty of collusion with Russia" despite a lack of evidence. In addition, views of Russian interference split largely along party lines. 77% of Democrats believed that Russia influenced the election, while only 6% of Republicans said the same.[281]
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 Hillary Clinton




On December 15, 2016, Hillary Clinton gave a gratitude speech to her campaign donors in which she reflected on Putin's motivations for the covert operation.[282] She partially attributed her loss in the 2016 election to Russian meddling organized by Putin.[283] Clinton said Putin had a personal grudge against her, and linked his feelings to her criticism of the 2011 Russian legislative election[image: External link], adding that he felt she was responsible for fomenting the 2011–13 Russian protests[image: External link].[156] She drew a specific connection from her 2011 assertions as U.S. Secretary of State[image: External link] that Putin rigged the elections that year, to his actions in the 2016 U.S. elections.[282] During the third debate, Clinton stated that Putin favored Trump, "because he'd rather have a puppet as president of the United States".[284] Clinton said that by personally attacking her through meddling in the election, Putin additionally took a strike at the American democratic system.[283] She said the cyber attacks were a larger issue than the effect on her own candidacy and called them an attempt to attack the national security of the United States[image: External link].[156] Clinton noted she was unsuccessful in sufficiently publicizing to the media the cyber attacks against her campaign in the months leading up to the election.[282] She voiced her support for a proposal put forth by U.S. Senators from both parties, to set up an investigative panel to look into the matter akin to the 9/11 Commission[image: External link].[282]
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 Republican National Committee




The RNC said there was no intrusion into its servers, while acknowledging email accounts of individual Republicans (including Colin Powell[image: External link]) were breached. Over 200 emails from Colin Powell were posted on the website DC Leaks[image: External link].[110][285] Chief of staff-designate for Trump and outgoing RNC Chairman Reince Priebus appeared on Meet the Press[image: External link] on December 11, 2016, and discounted the CIA conclusions. Priebus said the FBI had investigated and found that RNC servers had not been hacked.[114] When asked by Chuck Todd[image: External link] whether Russia interfered in the election, Priebus stated that despite the conclusion of intelligence officials, he still didn't "know who did the hacking".[286]
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 Donald Trump




Prior to his presidential run, Donald Trump made statements to Fox News in 2014 in which he agreed with an assessment by FBI director James Comey about hacking against the U.S. by Russia and China.[287] Trump was played a clip of Comey from 60 Minutes[image: External link] discussing the dangers of cyber attacks.[287] Trump stated he agreed with the problem of cyber threats posed by China, and went on to emphasize there was a similar problem towards the U.S. posed by Russia.[287]

In September 2016, during the first presidential debate, Trump said he doubted whether anyone knew who hacked the DNC, and disputed Russian interference.[288] During the second debate, Trump said there might not have been hacking at all, and questioned why accountability was placed on Russia.[289] During the third debate, Trump rejected Clinton's claim that Putin favored Trump.[284] After the election, Trump rejected the CIA analysis and asserted that the reports were politically motivated to deflect from the Democrats' electoral defeat.[16] Trump's transition team[image: External link] drew attention to prior errors emanating from the CIA,[17] namely stating: "These are the same people that said Saddam Hussein[image: External link] had weapons of mass destruction."[110] The intelligence analysts involved in monitoring Russian activities are most likely different from those who assessed that Iraq had stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction[image: External link].[290] Responding to The Washington Post, Trump dismissed reports of Russia's interference, calling them "ridiculous"; he placed blame on Democrats upset over election results for publicizing these reports,[291] and cited Julian Assange[image: External link]'s statement that "a 14-year-old kid could have hacked Podesta."[292] After Obama expelled 35 Russian diplomats and announced further sanctions on Russia, Trump commended Putin for refraining from retaliatory measures against the United States until the Trump administration would lay out its policy towards Russia.[293]

On January 6, 2017, after meeting with members of U.S. intelligence agencies, Trump released a statement saying: cyberwarfare had no impact on the election and did not harm voting machines. In the same statement, he vowed to form a national cybersecurity task force to prepare an anti-hacking plan within 90 days of taking office.[294] Referring to the Office of Personnel Management data breach[image: External link] in 2015, Trump told The New York Times he was under a "political witch hunt", and wondered why there was no focus on China.[295] Two days later, Reince Priebus reported that Trump had begun to acknowledge that "entities in Russia" were involved in the DNC leaks.[296] On January 11, 2017, Trump conceded that Russia was probably the source of the leaks, although he also said it could have been another country.[297][298]
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 WikiLeaks




In July 2016, WikiLeaks[image: External link] founder Julian Assange[image: External link] stated he had not seen evidence linking Russia to the emails leaked from the DNC.[299] In November 2016, Assange said Russia was not the source of John Podesta's hacked emails published by Wikileaks.[300] On January 3, 2017, he said that a "14-year-old kid could have hacked Podesta’s emails."[301] On January 6, 2017, Reuters[image: External link] reported on a secret briefing given to Barack Obama by U.S. intelligence agencies on January 5, and scheduled to be shown to Trump a few days later. According to this assessment, the CIA had identified specific Russian officials who provided hacked e-mails to WikiLeaks, following "a circuitous route" from Russia's military intelligence services (GRU) to third parties and then WikiLeaks, thus enabling WikiLeaks to claim that the Russian government was not the source of the material.[302]
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 Electoral College




On December 10, ten electors[image: External link], headed by Christine Pelosi[image: External link], wrote an open letter[image: External link] to the Director of National Intelligence James Clapper[image: External link] demanding an intelligence briefing on investigations into foreign intervention in the presidential election.[303][304] Fifty-eight additional electors subsequently added their names to the letter,[304] bringing the total to 68 electors from 17 different states.[305] The Clinton campaign supported the call for a classified briefing for electors, with John Podesta[image: External link] saying electors "have a solemn responsibility under the Constitution."[306] On December 16, the briefing request was denied.[307]
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 United States Intelligence community




The CIA assessment, and Trump's dismissal of it, created an unprecedented rupture between the president-elect and the intelligence community.[308][309][310] On December 11, 2016, U.S. intelligence officials responded to Trump's denunciation of its findings in a written statement, and expressed dismay Trump disputed their conclusions as politically motivated or inaccurate. They wrote that intelligence officials were motivated to defend U.S. national security.[308] On the same day, The Guardian reported that members of the intelligence community feared reprisals from Donald Trump once he takes office.[311] Former CIA director[image: External link] Michael Morell[image: External link] said foreign interference in U.S. elections was an existential threat[image: External link].[312] Former CIA spokesman George E. Little[image: External link] condemned Trump for dismissing the CIA assessment, saying that the president-elect's atypical response was disgraceful and denigrated the courage of those who serve in the CIA at risk to their own lives.[313] Former NSA director and CIA director Michael V. Hayden[image: External link] said that Trump's antagonizing the Intelligence Community signaled the administration would rely less on intelligence for policy-making.[314] Independent presidential candidate and former CIA intelligence officer Evan McMullin criticized the Republican leadership for failing to respond adequately to Russia's meddling in the election process.[315] McMullin said Republican politicians were aware that publicly revealed information about Russia's interference was likely the tip of the iceberg[image: External link] relative to the actual threat.[315]
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 Russia




The Russian government initially issued categorical denials of any involvement in the U.S. presidential election.[316] Already in June 2016, in a statement to Reuters[image: External link], Kremlin[image: External link] spokesman Dmitry Peskov[image: External link] denied any connection of Russian government bodies to the DNC hacks[image: External link] that had been blamed on Russia.[9][55] When a new intelligence report surfaced in December 2016, Sergei Lavrov[image: External link], Foreign Minister of Russia[image: External link], rejected the accusations again.[10][29] When ABC News wrote that Russian President[image: External link] Vladimir Putin[image: External link] was directly involved in the covert operation,[30] Peskov called this report garbage.[317] On December 16, 2016, Peskov called on the U.S. government to cease discussion of the topic unless they provide evidence to back up their assertions.[318] According to The New Yorker[image: External link], a pro-Kremlin MP[image: External link] justified the Russian attacks as a possible counterpunch to U.S. interference in foreign elections via color revolutions[image: External link].[319]

At the Valdai forum[image: External link] in October 2016, Vladimir Putin denounced American "hysteria" over alleged Russian interference.[11] During his December 23 press conference, Putin deflected questions on the issue by accusing the U.S. Democratic Party[image: External link] of scapegoating Russia after losing the presidential election. He also remarked that the Republicans[image: External link] won control of the House[image: External link] and Senate in state elections and wondered if Russia was deemed responsible for this as well.[320] In early 2017, it was reported that there was a purge of suspected traitors underway in Russia's intelligence apparatus[image: External link] that mainly targeted computer security professionals, the arrested men being charged "with treason[image: External link] in favor of the United States"; expert opinions were voiced that those arrested might have provided the U.S. government with information that allowed the U.S. intelligence officials to accuse Russia of using hackers to try influence the 2016 presidential election.[321][322][115]

On December 30, 2016, commenting on his eventual decision to refrain from retaliatory measures to actions by the U.S. on December 29, Putin released a published statement that his government, while reserving its legitimate right to respond adequately, would not take action at that time; he also invited all the children of the U.S. diplomats accredited in Russia to New Year's and Christmas celebrations at the Kremlin[image: External link]. The statement went on to say that Russia would take work on Russian-American relations under the administration of President D. Trump[image: External link].[323][324][325] In May 2017, Russian banker Andrey Kostin[image: External link], an associate of President Vladimir Putin, said the Washington elite was purposefully disrupting the presidency of Donald Trump.[326][327]

On June 1, 2017, Putin told journalists in St. Petersburg that "patriotically minded" Russian hackers could have been responsible for the cyberattacks against the U.S. during the 2016 campaign, while continuing to deny government involvement. Putin said that hackers "are like artists" stating: "If they are patriotically minded, they start making their contributions — which are right, from their point of view — to the fight against those who say bad things about Russia. Putin continued to deny Russian government involving, stating, "We're not doing this on the state level."[316] Putin's comments echoed similar remarks that he had made earlier the same week to the French newspaper Le Figaro[image: External link].[316] The shift in Russia's stance mirrored Russia's shift of public positions on the 2014 annexation of Crimea[image: External link] and conflict in eastern Ukraine[image: External link]: Putin at first categorically denied the involvement of Russian troops, but months later admitted that Russian forces had "of course" taken part.[316] The line between state and non-state actors in Russian influence efforts abroad is unclear: "Nominally private Russian citizens have fought alongside Russian-speaking rebels in eastern Ukraine and have taken part in various campaigns to advance Moscow's agenda in Eastern and Central Europe."[316]
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 See also





	Cyberwarfare by Russia[image: External link]

	Foreign electoral intervention[image: External link]

	Russian espionage in the United States[image: External link]

	The Plot to Hack America[image: External link]

	Timeline of events related to Russian interference in the 2016 US presidential election[image: External link]

	Trump: The Kremlin Candidate?[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Similar reports were published by ABC News,[30] CBS News[image: External link],[31] NBC News,[32] and Reuters[image: External link].[29]


	
^ In 2001, the U.S. government expelled 51 Russian diplomats out of the country in retaliation for Moscow’s alleged recruitment of FBI special agent Robert Hanssen[image: External link][184]
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Social media in the United States presidential election, 2016






Social media[image: External link] played a predominant role in shaping the course of major events leading up to, during, and after the United States presidential election of 2016[image: External link]. It enabled people to have a greater interaction with the political landscape, controversies, and news surrounding the candidates involved. Unlike traditional news platforms, such as newspapers, radio, and magazines, social media gave people the ability to share, comment, and post below a candidates advertisement, news surrounding the candidates, or articles regarding the policy of the candidates. This accessibility, in turn, would have a great influence on the events that ultimately led to its outcome.

Candidates would often use multiple social media accounts, such as YouTube[image: External link], Facebook[image: External link], Twitter, and Instagram[image: External link].[1] There, they would post, create support videos, link to news articles, and challenge other candidates via fact-checking, discrediting, and response. In turn, users could share, like, or comment on these actions, furthering the candidates outreach. By doing so, candidates and users both would influence or change peoples views on a specific issue.[2] With candidates using different combinations of these actions, they built a unique style of communication with the public, influencing the portrayal of themselves in the news, and in their own accounts.[3] These accounts then would help build electoral coalitions, which identify voters and, in turn, raise money. As a result, they ultimately aided in voter mobilization and electoral impact.[4] Researchers from Stanford have found that that 62% of U.S. adults get their news on social media and that people are more likely to believe in news favoring their choice of candidate, especially if they have ideologically segregated social networks[5]

Throughout the campaign, candidates have debated over immigrational[image: External link], foreign[image: External link], economic[image: External link], healthcare[image: External link], criminal[image: External link], domestic[image: External link], educational[image: External link], environmental[image: External link], and electoral[image: External link] policy.[6] Using social media, they expanded their base further beyond the broadcast debates, both in the Republican and Democratic primary, and in the general election. In one instance, former Florida Governor[image: External link] Jeb Bush and former Secretary of State[image: External link] Hillary Clinton feuded over economic and educational policy in a series of tweets.[7] In another, Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump feuded over Obama's endorsement of Hillary Clinton[image: External link], and the deletion of Twitter accounts.[8] Overall, these and many other events on social media contributed to the outcome of the 2016 election by endorsement, controversy, or other exhibits providing discussion for political discourse.[9]



TOP
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 Background




As the campaign began, analysts assumed that, because of the increased reach and capacity of social media sites of all kinds since the last election cycle, social media would be used in potentially powerful new ways. The Wall Street Journal predicted that the use of campaign advertisements targeted at individuals using newly available data would be among the more notable innovations.[10]

The political newspaper, The Hill[image: External link], concluded not only that "[s]ocial media's influence in this presidential election is stronger than it has ever been," but that it "will shape campaigns for years to come."[11] According to The Wall Street Journal, the "traditional media" and the Democratic and Republican parties have lost "dominance" of public opinion to the "digital revolution."[12]

Frank Speiser, co-founder of SocialFlow[image: External link], said, "This is the first true social media election." He added that before the 2016 presidential primaries, social media were a mere "auxiliary method of communication," but in this new era, "folks on social media to act on your behalf by just sharing it around. You don't have to buy access to reach millions of people anymore." According to Republican political strategist Patrick Ruffini[image: External link], in the 2012 election cycle, candidates would make short statements, and re-tweet or thank followers.[11] The candidates were able to use social media to get free advertising from their supporters. Attendees of political rallies would take photos with the candidates that would then be shared on social media platforms such as Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook. This generates more visibility for the candidate at no cost to them.[13]

The Guardian compared Internet memes[image: External link] to political cartoons[image: External link], arguing, "For the first time in a US election cycle, community-generated memes have grown to play a significant role in political discourse, similar to the classic printed cartoon." While an Internet meme is unlikely to destroy a political career, lots of memes targeting a candidate might.[14]
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 Donald Trump campaign




Main article: Donald Trump presidential campaign, 2016


See also: Act of Love (political statement and advertisement)[image: External link], Donald Trump's use of social media[image: External link], and Make America Great Again


The Trump presidential campaign benefited from large numbers of supporters who were active on social media from the beginning of the campaign. Donald Trump was perhaps one of the most provocative presidents in recent times, creating a strong divide within the country as there seemed to be very few people who felt only moderate feelings for him. With such a large divide created, it is no surprise that issues would arise on the internet from both the supporters, who would call themselves “Centipedes” online [15] and the liberals (who sometimes refer to each other as comrades online). “The Great Meme War” while sounding almost comical was actually quite a serious point in time in American politics. While this “meme war” went relatively unmentioned in the mainstream media, battles waged online reaching a wide amount of young internet users and covering a large portion of the popular social media website, Reddit.

In the first Republican Presidential debate, held on August 6, 2015, the moderator asked candidate Jeb Bush if he stood by a statement made the previous April that illegal entry into the U.S. by undocumented migrants is "an act of love."[16] Bush replied that he did and the Trump campaign immediately posted his comment as part of a video showing mugshots of illegal immigrants[image: External link] who committed violent crimes in the US, alternating with footage of Bush saying, "Yeah, they broke the law, but it's not a felony… It's an act of love."[17][18] According to Eric Fehrnstrom[image: External link], political analyst and media strategist, the video marked a crucial turning point in the campaign for the Republican nomination.[16] Political analyst Michael Barone[image: External link] regarded the ad as a key moment in Trump's political rise.[19] The San Francisco Chronicle[image: External link] described the ad as pivotal in transforming Instagram[image: External link] from a personal photo-sharing app that some celebrities and politicians used to enhance their images, into a propaganda tool.[20]

"The Great Meme War" was an Internet campaign conducted by supporters of Donald Trump and opponents of Hilary Clinton between June 2015 and November 2016 in an effort to sway the election.[21] During this time period users of social media, especially Reddit[image: External link] and 4chan[image: External link], conducted numerous "operations" to sway public opinion using Internet memes[image: External link], Internet posts and online media.[22][23][24] On September 3, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg banned one of the largest pro-Trump meme pages for almost 24 hours. The page, God Emperor Trump, which currently has 290,833 followers, was shut down, leaving many Trump supporters outraged at the censorship by the largest social media site in existence claiming that “if one man decides what we can and can not say, see, or do on the internet it is the dictionary definition of censorship”. Word quickly spread of Zuckerberg’s censorship and the ban was eventually lifted. The ban created widespread whiplash throughout the Internet. The page’s ban was cited as a ban of hate speech, but the page was not actually hateful, simply pro-Trump. Zuckerberg was a known Clinton supporter so many Trump supporters believed the ban to be an attack. Whereas many Clinton supporters believed the ban to be justified as they believe that pro-Trump speech is bigoted, misogynistic and hateful.

Right Side Broadcasting Network[image: External link] frequently uploaded live streams of Donald Trump rallies[image: External link] on YouTube[image: External link]. As of September 2016, the channel has received over 210 thousand subscribers, exceeding the subscribers of MSNBC[image: External link]'s YouTube channel.[25]

On Reddit[image: External link], /r/The Donald[image: External link] is a pro-Trump subforum (termed a subreddit on Reddit) which ranks consistently as the most active on the site.[26][27] Due to the very active community that outpaced the rest of the website, the algorithm that dictated what content reached the "/r/all" page of the website resulted in the significant portion of the page being /r/The_Donald content. In response, Reddit made changes to its algorithms on June 15 in an attempt to preserve variety of /r/all.[28] On July 27, 2016, Trump participated in an Ask Me Anything (AMA) on /r/The_Donald, answering thirteen questions from his supporters.[29] /r/The_Donald is more active and has a higher subscriber count than the subreddit for Hillary Clinton, /r/HillaryClinton.

Trump has become well-documented in his frequent Twitter posts.[30] With social media acting as free media and publicity, Trump harnessed Twitter as a platform to respond quickly to his opponents and tweet about his stance on various issues. Before the Republican National Convention where Trump was named the Republican candidate,[31] he would relentlessly target his fellow Republican candidates when their poll numbers would rise.[32] President-elect Donald Trump utilized Twitter frequently both during and after the 2016 presidential election, explaining that social media helped him win the primary and general elections even though his opponents spent "much more money than [he] spent".[33] While Slate explains that Trump succeeded because he retained his "vulgar vigor and translated it into the political arena",[34] the Washington Post has called his Twitter account "prolific, populist, and self-obsessed".[32]
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Main article: Hillary Clinton presidential campaign, 2016[image: External link]


In April 2016, Correct the Record[image: External link], a pro-Clinton super PAC[image: External link], announced a program called "Barrier Breakers" intended to rival the largely online volunteer efforts of Sanders and Trump supporters. With $1 million in funding, Correct the Record employed paid staff described as "former reporters, bloggers, public affairs specialists, designers" to post "exclusively positive content."[35]

On June 9, 2016, as a response to Donald Trump's tweet regarding Obama's endorsement to Clinton, she wrote with a three word tweet: "Delete your account". This tweet has become her most retweeted tweet of all time.[36][37] After the Democratic National Convention, Clinton began campaigning with running mate, Tim Kaine, and while on the campaign trail, she made the statement of "I don't know who created Pokémon Go[image: External link] ... I try to get them to have Pokémon Go to the polls."[38]

Clinton began using social media platform Snapchat to chronicle her campaign across America.[39] One of her videos, where she proclaimed that she was, "Just chillin', in Cendar Rapids," quickly became a meme on video-sharing app Vine.[40]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ted Cruz campaign




Main article: Ted Cruz presidential campaign, 2016


According to The Guardian, Cruz was "skewered by social media memes". His run for the Presidency was ended by a series of memes, including a viral video[image: External link] of an unusually awkward attempt to shake hands with his running mate Carly Fiorina, which was edited to emphasize his awkwardness in reality. The video was viewed 3.5 million times online. In addition, a mock-conspiracy theory[image: External link] faux-asserting that Cruz was actually the Zodiac Killer[image: External link], an unidentified serial killer[image: External link] active in northern California[image: External link] from the late 1960s to the early 1970s.[14]
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Main article: Bernie Sanders presidential campaign, 2016


See also: America (advertisement)[image: External link], Bernie or Bust[image: External link], Bernie Bro[image: External link], Bernie Sanders' Dank Meme Stash[image: External link], and Bernie or Hillary?[image: External link]


Social media is widely acknowledged to have played a crucial role in the Bernie Sanders presidential campaign. As of May 2016, 450,000 people belong to the Facebook group Bernie Sanders' Dank Meme Stash[image: External link], one of the several online groups supporting Sanders. Memes were used as the primary means of starting conversational topics in groups such as Bernie Sanders' Dank Meme Stash and Bernie Sanders is my HERO, which were primarily devoted to debating & educating, and praising Bernie whilst pointing out flaws in rival candidates Ted Cruz, Donald Trump, and Hillary Clinton in comical ways. Another group, Bernie or Hillary?[image: External link], dedicated to creating mock-campaign posters comparing Sanders to Clinton.[14] Sanders supporters who succeeded in closing down a planned Trump rally in Chicago in March 2016 were organized via Facebook.[41]
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Main article: Gary Johnson presidential campaign, 2016


See also: Balanced Rebellion[image: External link]


The humorous Balanced Rebellion[image: External link] video in which "Dead Abe Lincoln" endorses Johnson has been the most widely viewed viral video of any candidate the 2016 campaign.[42] The advertisement shows the many negative aspects of both Hillary and Trump, and states that Johnson will protect our freedoms.[43] Another video that made headlines shows the former New Mexico governor[44] faking a heart attack during a debate on the legalization of marijuana.[45] Johnson also received a 5,000 percent increase in Google searches when Ted Cruz dropped out of the race for the Republican presidential nomination.[46] As a third party candidate, one of Johnson's main focuses was to convince dissatisfied Republicans and Democrats to vote for him.[47] One way to attract more voters was to go to the Democratic National Convention to persuade disheartened Bernie Sanders supporters to vote for him. This method proved to be somewhat effective as Johnson had a surge in online interactions about the former Governor during the two days of the convention, July 26 and 27.[48]
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Main article: Jill Stein presidential campaign, 2016


Jill Stein has made extensive use of Twitter for her presidential campaign. She used the social media platform to communicate with Americans before, during, and after the presidential debate at Hofstra University.[49] Stein used her Twitter influence in hopes that it would demonstrate a "changing political landscape" where voters weren't only faced with two options for president.[50] Stein was trending for the first time on Twitter the week of July 20, 2016 and gained 27,000 new followers.[51] Stein also had the same idea as Gary Johnson to sway discouraged Bernie Sanders supporters to vote for her in the election. This led to a boost in online conversation about Stein during the DNC, just as it did with Johnson.[48] After the end of the election, Stein requested a recount in Wisconsin.[52] She used her social media influence to raise millions of dollars for recounts in not only Wisconsin, but also Pennsylvania and Michigan.[53] Stein stated that the reason for the recount is to assure that no hacking of voting machines or voter results occurred.[54]
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International reactions to the United States presidential election, 2016






International reactions to the November 8, 2016, election of Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump emerged from around the world, including states, other institutions, and people.
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President of the European Council[image: External link] Donald Tusk[image: External link] congratulated Trump and invited him to an EU-US summit to improve co-operation.[1]

European Commission[image: External link] President Jean-Claude Juncker[image: External link] suggested Trump's election could imperil relations between the two entities[image: External link] "in their foundation and in their structure." He told an unnamed conference in Luxembourg on November 11 that Trump’s statements on security policy could lead to "pernicious" consequences. He further criticized Trump’s alleged ignorance of Europe in recalling one of his statements at a mid-June rally in Atlanta in which he described Belgium as "a beautiful city". "We will need to teach the president-elect what Europe is and how it works." He further warned that E.U. eurocrats[image: External link] would "waste" at least two years before Trump tours a world "he does not know." He questioned Trump’s views about global trade, climate policy and Western security.[2]
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Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg[image: External link], whose organization Trump has said was "obsolete" during the campaign, said:[3]


US leadership is as important as ever. Our Alliance has brought together America's closest friends in times of peace and of conflict for almost 70 years. A strong NATO is good for the United States, and good for Europe. We face a challenging new security environment, including hybrid warfare, cyber attacks, the threat of terrorism. NATO has responded with determination to the new security situation. But we have more work to do. And I look forward to meeting Mr. Trump soon, and welcoming him to Brussels for the NATO Summit next year to discuss the way forward.



He added: "NATO's security guarantee is a treaty commitment and all allies have made a solemn commitment to defend each other and this is something which is absolute and unconditioned." He reminded that NATO was part of Operation Enduring Freedom[image: External link] and that NATO "is important both for collective defence in Europe and to provide help and play a role in the fight against international terrorism."[4]
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President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said "Egypt is looking forward to seeing a new spirit brought to the presidential term of President Trump in terms of Egyptian-American relations[image: External link], including more cooperation and coordination for the mutual benefit of the American and Egyptian people." The two had met during the opening of the seventy-first session of the United Nations General Assembly[image: External link].[5] A statement from his office read that he had personally congratulated Trump during a telephone call and that he was the first world leader to do so. "The U.S. President-elect Donald Trump expressed his utmost appreciation to the president, pointing out that his was the first international call he had received to congratulate him on winning the election."[6][7] The result was also welcomed by many Egyptian members of Parliament[image: External link].[8] Later, el-Sisi stated that Trump's actions as U.S. president would likely be different than his rhetoric prior to the election, saying "let's not jump into conclusions or worry".[9]
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President Uhuru Kenyatta[image: External link] sent a congratulatory message to Trump and said:


The American people have spoken, and they have spoken clearly. The ties that bind Kenya and the United States of America[image: External link] are close and strong. They are old, and based in the values that we hold dear: in democracy, in the rule of law, and in the equality of peoples.[10]
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King Mohammed VI[image: External link] sent a message of congratulations to Trump and expressed his best wishes for the success of the Trump administration to lead the American people towards further progress and prosperity. He said he wanted to enhance dialogue, coordination and consultation[image: External link] particularly in security to "counter all forms of extremism, violence and terrorism and to help find peaceful solutions to conflicts and tensions around the globe." He also expressed his appreciation for the U.S.A.'s "continued support and keen interest in the major structural reforms initiated in the kingdom with a view to promoting Morocco’s comprehensive development, as well as in efforts aimed at achieving peace and stability in the region."[11]
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President Jacob Zuma[image: External link] congratulated Trump and conveyed his best wishes. He also looked forward to working with Trump to build on the strong relations that exist between the two countries[image: External link]. He underlined that "South Africa further looked forward to working closely with the new administration in the United States in promoting peace, security, and prosperity around the world, especially on the African continent."[12]

Democratic Alliance[image: External link] Shadow Minister[image: External link] of International Relations and Cooperation Stevens Mokgalapa[image: External link] issued a statement that read:[13]


Donald Trump's victory in the 2016 US Presidential Election illustrates what can happen when a large contingent of a population feel excluded from the economy and from political institutions.

Without a growing and inclusive economy, and without independent political institutions that work, radical and regressive political bodies are fuelled by the frustration and discontent of citizens and are able to mobilise people based on their differences, rather than shared values.

This means that those of us at the moderate centre of politics need to work harder to reach all citizens who want a better future, with our message of Freedom, Fairness and Opportunity. Moreover, we need to work hard to ensure that populist politics – whether on the left or the right – does not prevail.

The rise of divisive nationalism that has re-emerged globally over the last few years threatens the hard fought progress the world has made over the last half a century. Progress towards universal human rights, international trade and cooperation, non-racialism and non-sexism. It is this progress which we must fight to protect.

We cannot allow the politics of "us" and "them" to divide us further along the lines of race, ethnicity, nationality, sex and gender.

Rather, we must strengthen the centre, in order for democratic societies based on the values of fairness, equality, and tolerance, to thrive and to be leaders in the world.
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President Omar al-Bashir[image: External link] congratulated Trump as a Trump adviser had pledged to not lift sanctions on the east African country. Al-Bashir said, "I am pleased to extend to Your Excellency in my name and on behalf of the Government and [the] people of the Republic of Sudan warmest and most sincere congratulations on your election as President of the United States of America." He further expressed that he was looking forward to working with Trump to "upgrade relations between our two friendly countries[image: External link]."[14]
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Information and Communication Minister Chris Mushohwe[image: External link] hoped the new U.S. administration would "restore sound relations between Harare and Washington"[image: External link]. He added: "Zimbabwe respects the wishes of the people of America...Our country has never had any quarrel with America and does [not] need to have any quarrel with them." He further hoped Trump would "restore our relationship and we will never become an enemy of America."[15]
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Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika[image: External link] congratulated Trump, stressing the quality of friendship relations and cooperation between Algeria and the U.S.[image: External link] He issued a statement saying: "The American people, through the presidential election of November 8, 2016, has given you their votes to become their president."[16] Burundian President Pierre Nkurunziza[image: External link][17] and Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama[image: External link][17] posted their Twitter messages congratulating Trump. Mauritian President Ameenah Gurib[image: External link] wrote on Twitter: "#Donald Trump's victory isn't the most terrifying news today. There's something even worse." She posted an article from The Independent[image: External link] with the heading "Climate change may be escalating so fast it could be 'game over', scientists warn."[18][19]

Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari[image: External link] congratulated Trump and American citizens. He also stated he looked forward to working together to strengthen friendly relations between Nigeria and the U.S.A.[image: External link][20] Seychellois President Danny Faure[image: External link] congratulated Trump. In a statement, he wished Trump “every success as he prepares to discharge the important duties which lay ahead" and also highlighted what he termed as "excellent and steady progression in cooperation" in various fields of interest between Seychelles and the U.S.[image: External link][21] Tanzanian President John Pombe Magufuli[image: External link] congratulated Trump via Twitter and assured him of continued friendship and cooperation of his country with the U.S.[image: External link][17] Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni[image: External link] congratulated Trump by writing on Twitter: "I look forward to working with him like I have done with his predecessors."[22] Somalian President[image: External link] Hassan Sheikh Mohamud[image: External link] congratulated Trump and looks forward to improve further diplomatic relations between Somalia and the United States[image: External link].[23]
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President Ashraf Ghani[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said that relations between the two states would further improve[image: External link] under him.[24]

Taliban[image: External link] Spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid[image: External link] issued a statement that read a Trump administration "should allow Afghans to become a free nation and have relationships with other countries based on non-interference in each other's affairs."[10]
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina[image: External link] issued a statement to congratulate Trump, saying:


I am confident that under your leadership, the existing bilateral relation between our two friendly nations would be further strengthened. I look forward to working closely with you for advancing our bilateral and multilateral interests and contributing to create a safe and secured world, where our coming generations could live and continue to prosper peacefully. I cordially invite you and Mrs Melania Trump to visit Bangladesh at a mutually convenient time and see for yourself the phenomenal development that took place in Bangladesh in the recent years.[25]
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Prime Minister Hun Sen[image: External link] congratulated Trump saying:


I would like to congratulate His Excellency Donald Trump for achieving victory in the US presidential election [...] American voters have shown their choice to elect your excellency [...] My support for your candidacy is not wrong either.[26]
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President Xi Jinping[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said he looked forward to working together to promote ties[image: External link] in a "constructive" way to avoid conflict and confrontation. He added that both countries shared common interests and shouldered a "special and important responsibility in upholding world peace. I highly value China-U.S. relations and am looking forward to working with you to expand cooperation in all fields, including in bilateral, regional and global aspects." He says he expects they would "manage differences in a constructive way, in the spirit of non-conflict, non-confrontation, mutual respect, cooperation and win-win."[10] In a phone conversation with Trump, Jinping said that cooperation was "the only correct choice." A statement from Trump's presidential transition office read that "the leaders established a clear sense of mutual respect for one another."[27][28]

Hong Kong Chief Executive Leung Chun-ying[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said the SAR government looks forward to further deepening their links with the United States.[29]
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India-resident the Dalai Lama[image: External link] congratulated Trump, saying the world places great hope in the democratic vision and leadership of the U.S. In a congratulatory letter the next day, he said the Tibetan people and himself were honored with the support received by respective U.S. presidents and fellow Americans in the Tibetan people's endeavour to protect and preserve ancient Buddhist culture.[30]

Tibetan Prime Minister-in-exile Lobsang Sangay[image: External link] also congratulated Trump on his election victory. "I am grateful for the people and government of the US for hosting the Tibetan spiritual leader His Holiness the Dalai Lama, at the White House on many occasions." Sangay added that the Tibetan people are immensely grateful to the US for applauding and supporting a "middle-way" approach and encouraging dialogue between the Dalai Lama and Chinese authorities to lower tensions and resolve our differences.[30]
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi[image: External link] congratulated Trump and wrote that "we appreciated the friendship you have articulated toward India during your campaign." He added that he looks forward to working with him. During a campaign rally to woo Indian-Americans[image: External link], Trump adapted a slogan from Modi's own campaign that changed from "ab ki baar, Modi Sarkar" to "ab ki baar, Trump sarkar" (now is the time for a Modi/Trump government).[31]
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 Indonesia




President Joko Widodo[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said that "Indonesia will continue its mutually beneficial cooperation with the United States." He also invited Trump "to continue to work together to build peace and create prosperity for the world" and further added that he remained "optimistic about United States-Indonesia relations[image: External link] under a Donald Trump presidency." [32]
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 Iran




President Hassan Rouhani[image: External link] said the result would not change his country's policies. He added, in reference to Trump's administration possibly distancing the U.S. from the rest of the world, that: "The position of the United States has been weakened within the international community and in the world’s public opinion as a result of wrongful policies, and a wider gap with the global community and Europe will further harm that position." He also said that the U.S. could not spread Iranophobia as forcefully anymore in order to get international consensus against Iran. "The Islamic Republic’s policy of constructive interaction with the world and breaking up nuclear sanctions, has placed Iran’s economic ties with all countries on an improving and irreversible course." He noted that the JCPOA[image: External link] was an agreement with one country or government but was approved by the UN Security Council Resolution[image: External link] and thus could not be overturned unilaterally.

Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif[image: External link] said, while visiting Romania, that Iran expects a new government to respect the JCPOA. "It is our norm not to interfere in the domestic affairs of other countries. Since Iran and the US have no political relations[image: External link], what is important is that America’s next president is bound by the multilateral commitments of the JCPOA. We are certain the international community would expect the same thing from the United States of America." Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram Qassemi also said that U.S. policies in the past decades brought about "an unpleasant, bitter experience" for Iran. "What is important to Iran and its people, and would be used by them as evaluation criteria, is the next US administration’s future performance and executive policies." He added that the policies of previous administrations, including intervention in the Middle East, are the “main factor behind the escalation of tensions." As such, he called for a review of its policies vis-à-vis other regions.

Secretary of the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) Ali Shamkhani[image: External link] said the outcome indicates "a rise in frustration and distrust among the majority of the American society with the current structure and trends in the country." He also hoped the result would lead to a revision of policies that had been "based on disregard for the interests of the majority and reliance on countless resources, which it was using to pursue imperialism, interventionism, warfare, and bloodshed against other countries." He noted that no change in government in another country would make Iran change its "independent course and smart attitude."[33]

Chairman of the Majlis[image: External link] Committee on National Security and Foreign Policy Alaeddin Boroujerdi[image: External link] said in response to Trump's campaign threats to do away with the JCPOA that: "The behavior of the Islamic Republic of Iran will be in proportion to the US behavior on any [act of] obstructionism with regard to the JCPOA implementation. Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei[image: External link] has emphasized, if they tear up the JCPOA[image: External link], we [Iran] will burn it." He added that the result showed that the people are weary of traditional policies being controlled by the "Zionists’ huge mafia network of power and finance." Lastly, he said Iran’s policies will not change as it was opposed to America's "hegemonic policies."[34]
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 Iraq




The Popular Mobilization Forces[image: External link] of Iraq congratulated Trump on Twitter and stated that "together we will defeat ISIS[image: External link]".[35]

Cleric Moqtada al-Sadr[image: External link] issued a statement that censured Trump over his "escalating statements against Islam and Muslims" and calling on him to refrain from engaging in "new gambles with blood and war." It added: "Even if the US president changed, the hostile policies against the world will not change." He further called on Trump "not to throw himself into new gambles in the world of politics as the results would be nothing other than losses, blood and warfare -- something which would only prolong America’s woes especially at the time it is going through a financial distress." He asked the people of the U.S.A. "not to be affected by the radicalism of their president, [otherwise they would] suffer from the international isolation because of the reckless policies which is unacceptable to every mind and every religion." He concluded the statement by signing off "Peace be on the American people. You have to know that Israel will remain our first enemy."[36]

Kurdistan Regional Government's (KRG) Head of Foreign Relations Falah Mustafa said: "I want to congratulate Mr Donald Trump on becoming the next president of the United States, after a hard-fought campaign. We expect the Trump administration to continue military cooperation in the fight against terrorism and continue humanitarian efforts for those displaced."[37]
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 Israel




President Reuven Rivlin[image: External link] congratulated Trump. He added: "I hope together Israelis and Americans can grow our innovation and cooperation, which are the fruits of liberty, and equality."

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu[image: External link] congratulated Trump. His statement added that "President-elect Trump is a true friend of the State of Israel. We will work together to advance the security, stability and peace in our region. [...] I'm certain that President-elect Trump and I will continue to strengthen the unique alliance between Israel and the United States[image: External link], and bring it to new heights."[38]

Education Minister Naftali Bennett[image: External link] said: "Trump’s victory is an opportunity for Israel to immediately retract the notion of a Palestinian state. This is the position of the president-elect. The era of a Palestinian state is over."[10]
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 Japan




Prime Minister Shinzō Abe[image: External link] offered "heartfelt congratulations" to Trump and said the two countries are "unshakeable allies connected by common values such as freedom, democracy, basic human rights and rule of law. The stability of the Asia-Pacific region, which is the driving force of the global economy, brings peace and prosperity to the United States."[39]

Katsuyuki Kawai, a political aide to Abe in charge of diplomacy, said that after meeting with Abe he had been instructed by an unnamed official to visit Washington the following week. Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga[image: External link] added that it was not because Japan was unprepared for Trump's win: "We have been preparing so that we can respond to any situation because our stance is that our alliance with the U.S.[image: External link] remains to be the cornerstone of our diplomacy whoever becomes the next president."[10]
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 Lebanon




Newly elected President Michel Aoun[image: External link] congratulated Trump and expressed hope for strengthening cooperation between Lebanon and the United States[image: External link]. Aoun said, "It is with great pleasure I congratulate you on your election as President of the United States of America, the great country which is tied to Lebanon through friendship and mutual respect."[40]

Prime Minister Saad Hariri[image: External link] sent a congratulatory letter to Trump in which he assured him that Lebanon would remain committed to working with the new administration to reach a common understanding on regional issues. "Your leadership is necessary to ensure stability, security and peace in the Middle East."[41]

Change and Reform bloc[image: External link] MP Alain Aoun praised the Trump victory on Twitter wrting "within two weeks, two non-traditional presidential candidates, opposed by the classical political class, were brought [to power] by popular will." (In reference to both Trump and Michel Aoun's October 31 victories)[42]

Loyalty to the Resistance bloc[image: External link] MP Nawwaf Musawi said he was optimistic about Trump’s isolationist foreign policy. He said after a weekly meeting with Speaker Nabih Berri[image: External link]: "The more the U.S. policy turn towards isolationism, the more relieved the world would be from its evil."[43]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Malaysia




Prime Minister Najib Razak[image: External link] congratulated U.S. president-elect Donald Trump, saying the Republican victor had appealed to Americans who wanted to see the United States less embroiled in intervention abroad. Najib said he looked forward to continuing a partnership with the United States under Trump's presidency.[44]
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 Maldives




President Abdulla Yameen[image: External link] congratulated Trump on his victory. In his message, he said “I remain confident that the existing ties of friendship and cooperation between our two countries will continue and further strengthen under your able leadership. I also look forward to working with you not only to develop closer relations between our countries but also to concert on advancement of global interests common to our countries”.[45] The President also said that he support Trump’s policy of “no-interference” on other countries affairs. He added “Today, America elected its new President. The strongest policy he has announced so far is to stop America’s efforts to meddle in global affairs. America needs to stop policing the entire world. This, without a doubt, is a very good principle”.[46]
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 Myanmar




President's Office Deputy-Director and Spokesman for Myanmar President Htin Kyaw[image: External link], Zaw Htay said: "I believe that the relationship between the U.S.A. and Burma (Myanmar)[image: External link] can only get better under President Trump."[47] Following Trump's win, Zaw congratulated him on Facebook by writing: "Best wishes for you to make America Great Again!"[48]
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 North Korea




Kim Yong Ho, director of human rights and humanitarian issues, stated on behalf of the country, "We do not care about whoever becomes the president of the United States, the fundamental issue here is whether or not the United States has the political will to withdraw its hostile policy toward the DPRK[image: External link]".[49][50]
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 Pakistan




Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif[image: External link] congratulated Trump on his "historic victory." Sharif stated: "On behalf of the government and people of Pakistan, and on my own behalf, I wish to extend to you and the people of the United States, our most sincere felicitations on your election as the 45th President of the United States. Most importantly, your momentous success is a testimony to the confidence that the people of the United States have reposed in your leadership, vision and commitment to serve your great country." He added Pakistan and the United States have enjoyed a strategic partnership[image: External link], rooted in the shared ideals of freedom, democracy, mutual respect, and commonality of interests. "I wish to re-affirm my government’s commitment to further strengthening and deepening of our relations, in a manner truly reflective of the aspirations of our two nations. I am looking forward to closely working with you, to bring our two countries closer and making our partnership an important vehicle for the realization of peace, security and prosperity in the region and beyond."[51]
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 Palestine




President Mahmoud Abbas[image: External link] hoped the Middle East peace process[image: External link] "will be achieved" during Trump’s presidency and also congratulated him.[52]

Saeb Erekat[image: External link], Abbas' aide, said he did not expect a change in U.S. policies over the Israeli-Palestinian conflict under Trump. He added that both the Republican and Democratic parties were committed to a two-state solution[image: External link] and that he thought "this will not change with the coming administration."[10]
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 Philippines




President Rodrigo Duterte[image: External link] offered "warm congratulations" to Trump and looks forward to working with him to enhance relations[image: External link], according to a statement by Presidential Communications Secretary[image: External link] Martin Andanar[image: External link].[53] Duterte also told a gathering of Filipinos[image: External link] in Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] during his Malaysian visit[image: External link] said that he "[does not] want to fight because Trump is there." (Duterte previously had a war of words with incumbent U.S. President Barack Obama due to the latter's criticism of Duterte's war on drugs[image: External link].) He then congratulated Trump and greeted him: " Mabuhay[image: External link] ka! [May you live!]".[54]
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 Saudi Arabia




King Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud[image: External link] congratulated Trump and affirmed Saudi Arabia's aspiration to promote the historical and strategic relations with the United States[image: External link] and work together to bring peace and stability to the Middle East and the world, as well wishing the American people further progress and prosperity under his leadership.[55]

Prince Al-Waleed bin Talal[image: External link] congratulated Trump on Twitter; although previously he was involved in an argument with Trump on Twitter, writing "President elect @realDonaldTrump whatever the past differences, America has spoken, congratulations & best wishes for your presidency."[56]
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 Singapore




Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong[image: External link] congratulated Trump saying "voters have elected a president whom they feel best represents them and Singapore fully respects their decision." He added that Singapore will continue to work together with the United States to cultivate strong ties[image: External link].[57]
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 South Korea




President Park Geun-hye[image: External link] congratulated Trump saying she "hopes for further closer cooperation between the two nations on North Korea's nuclear issue to maintain the peace and stability on the Korean Peninsula[image: External link], in Northeast Asia and beyond on the back of the deepening and developing alliance" according to Presidential Spokesman Jung Youn-kuk.[58]
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 Sri Lanka




President Maithripala Sirisena[image: External link] wrote on Twitter congratulating Trump: "My warm congratulations to US president-elect Donald J. Trump on this historic victory."[59]

Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe[image: External link] said "Mr. Trump’s path to White House[image: External link] has indeed been truly remarkable. We look forward to working closely with you and your team."[59]
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 Syria




President Bashar al-Assad[image: External link] is "ready" to cooperate with the incoming Trump administration.

Speaking to National Public Radio two days after the election, Bouthaina Shaaban said any collaboration over the Syrian Civil War[image: External link] will depend on "whether Mr Trump’s policies meet expectations. I think the American people have sent a great, a very important message to the world."[60]

Sinam Mohammad, the European Representative of the Rojava[image: External link] autonomous democratic administration, the de facto government running Kurdish-held northern Syria, said that the Syrian Kurds hope to get more support from a Trump administration. "We congratulate the American people with the new president. We hope President Trump can play a positive role to end the war and bloodshed in Syria."[61]
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 Taiwan




Main article: Trump-Tsai call[image: External link]


President Tsai Ing-wen[image: External link] sent a letter of congratulations to Trump and stated that under his leadership relations between Taiwan and the United States[image: External link] are certain to grow even stronger in the years to come.[62] On December 2, 2016, U.S. President-Elect Donald Trump accepted a congratulatory phone call[image: External link] from Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-Wen[image: External link], which was the first time since 1979 that a US President-Elect[image: External link] has publicly spoken to the President of Taiwan.[63][64][65]
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 Thailand




Prime Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha[image: External link] extended his congratulations to Trump saying:


We have to adjust to change. Things keep changing. I have not been indifferent to change. Instead, I have been keeping abreast of it.[66]
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 Turkey




President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan[image: External link] said: "I hope that this choice of the American people will lead to beneficial steps being taken for the world concerning basic rights and freedoms, democracy and developments in our region."[39]

Justice Minister Bekir Bozdağ[image: External link] said a change will not make a big difference to the "deep-rooted" relations between the two countries[image: External link]. "...in essence our relations are relations between two states and we hope that under the new presidential term the Turkish-U.S. relations will be much better. That is our expectation. I saw an intense campaign for Hillary Clinton's victory. Artists, sportsmen, all personalities worked for Clinton's victory. But in elections, it is important to embrace the people. No one has won elections through newspaper headlines, opinion polls or television (campaigns)."[10]
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 United Arab Emirates




President Sheikh Khalifa[image: External link] congratulated Trump an wished him "success in his future tasks." He also commended the strategic ties between the two countries and emphasised the U.A.E.’s desire to strengthen those relations[image: External link].[67]

Vice President and Emir of Dubai Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum[image: External link] also offered his congratulations to Trump.[68]
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 Other Asian countries




Armenian President Serzh Sargsyan[image: External link] congratulated Trump and wrote "I have no doubt, that under your able leadership the United States will achieve further progress and advancement in the years to come."[69] Bahraini Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa[image: External link] sent a diplomatic cable[image: External link] of congratulations and good wishes to Trump and wished him more success and expressed Bahrain's aspiration to "boost and consolidate the distinctive historic ties[image: External link] between the two countries and peoples and to develop the bilateral cooperation in all fields."[70] Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev[image: External link] congratulated Trump in a statement that read: "I extend to You my sincere congratulations on your election as President of the United States of America. Your victory in the election is indicative of the confidence in and support for You of the friendly people of the United States."[71]

Bruneian Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah[image: External link] sent a congratulatory message to Trump.[72] Kazakhstani President Nursultan Nazarbayev[image: External link] congratulated Trump wishing him success, invited him to visit Kazakhstan, and added: "I believe that under your leadership the United States will remain a mainstay in maintaining stability, security and prosperity throughout the world."[73] Kyrgyzstani President Almazbek Atambayev[image: External link] congratulated Trump.[74] Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh al-Sabah sent his congratulations to Trump and "expressed hopes that Kuwait and the U.S. will continue their strong historic relations[image: External link], working together for a brighter future for the world."[75] Qatari Minister of Foreign Affairs Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al Thani[image: External link] congratulated Trump via Twitter.[76] Tajikistani President Emomali Rahmon[image: External link] congratulated Trump and hoped for further expansion of cooperation and partnership[image: External link] with the United States under his term.[77] Vietnamese President Trần Đại Quang[image: External link] and Prime Minister Nguyễn Xuân Phúc[image: External link] sent a congratulatory message to Trump.[78]
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 Europe




Albania

President Bujar Nishani[image: External link] congratulated Trump.[79]
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 Cyprus




President Nicos Anastasiades[image: External link] wrote on Twitter: "Congratulations to [Donald Trump] on winning the U.S. presidential election. My wishes for a most successful and productive term in Office." In a statement added to the message, he added:[80]


Under your leadership, the Republic of Cyprus looks forward to deepening its strategic partnership with the US[image: External link]. The Cyprus-led and Cyprus-owned negotiations to reunify Cyprus[image: External link] are taking place in an even more intensified format. As a Permanent Member of the UN Security Council, the US plays a pivotal role is [ sic[image: External link]] assisting our efforts towards ending Turkey’s military occupation and reunifying Cyprus for the benefit of all Cypriots.
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 Czech Republic




President Miloš Zeman[image: External link] congratulated Trump and noted that he "shares his views" and "appreciates Trump's public demeanor". Zeman also invited Trump for state visit[image: External link] to the capital, Prague[image: External link].[81] His Spokesman Jiří Ovčáček had earlier said that "average Americans managed to beat pseudo-elites and the lying media." Zeman had previously endorsed Trump.[82]

Prime Minister Bohuslav Sobotka[image: External link] wrote on Twitter that Trump had won on "aggressive populism" but at least "he knows, unlike some of his predecessors, where the Czech Republic is." Sobotka also congratulated Trump and added he believes the United States will remain a reliable and stable ally.[83][84]
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 France




President François Hollande[image: External link] says the election "opens a period of uncertainty. It must be faced with lucidity and clarity." He also congratulated Trump "as is natural between two heads of state [but] certain positions taken by Donald Trump during the American campaign must be confronted with the values and interests we share with the United States. What is at stake is peace, the fight against terrorism, the situation in the Middle East. It is economic relations and the preservation of the planet." He had previously endorsed Clinton.[10]

Foreign Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault[image: External link] said France would continue to work with whoever wins. However, he was concerned about Trump's lead and said it could hold a cautionary message for Europe. "We don't want a world where egoism triumphs. [But] there is a part of our electorate that feels...abandoned, [including people who feel] "left behind" by globalization." He added that a Trump victory could bring "more incertitude" to French politics.

Minister of Ecology Ségolène Royal[image: External link] referred to Trump's denial of climate change[image: External link] as "absolutely catastrophic" and expressed her belief that China would take the country's place in international affairs if the United States withdraws from its international agreements on climate change under his presidency.[85]

National Front[image: External link] leader Marine Le Pen[image: External link] congratulated Trump even before the final result. She wrote on Twitter of her support for the "American people, free!".[10]
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 Germany




President Joachim Gauck[image: External link] congratulated Trump on his victory,[86] although a few days before he expressed concerns over him being elected.[87]

Chancellor Angela Merkel[image: External link] said that "Germany and America are tied by values of democracy, freedom and respect for the law and human dignity, independent of origin, skin colour, religion, gender, sexual orientation or political views. I offer the next president of the United States, Donald Trump, close cooperation on the basis of these values."[88] The comment was interpreted as reintegrative shaming[image: External link].[89]

Vice Chancellor Sigmar Gabriel[image: External link] said: "Trump is the pioneer of a new authoritarian and chauvinist international movement. He is also a warning for us".[90]

Foreign Minister and presidential nominee of the governing coalition Frank-Walter Steinmeier[image: External link] refused to congratulate Trump, and criticized Trump's views.[91] He also refused to retract his previous description of Trump as a "hate preacher."[92][93] However he said said that Germany respected the outcome despite it not being favored by most Germans.[39]

Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen[image: External link] said the result was "a big shock" and "a vote against Washington, against the establishment. We Europeans obviously know that as partners in the NATO, Donald Trump will naturally ask what 'are you achieving for the alliance,' but we will also ask 'what's your stand toward the alliance.'" She added the government were work to establish working level contacts to find out the new contact persons.[10]

Christian Democratic Union[image: External link] head of the Bundestag[image: External link]'s Foreign Affair Committee Norbert Röttgen[image: External link] said: "We’re realizing now that we have no idea what this American president will do if the voice of anger enters office and the voice of anger becomes the most powerful man in the world."[39]

Frauke Petry[image: External link], the leader of the Alternative for Germany[image: External link] stated in response to Trump's victory "The election of Donald Trump is a triumph of the American people, a victory of ordinary people over the political establishment. It’s a victory over the politically correct globalist elites who show little interest in the well-being of the people."[94]
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 Greece




President Prokopis Pavlopoulos[image: External link] sent a congratulatory message stating:


On the occasion of your election as the 45th President of the United States of America I wish you every success in your important mission at a time of global changes and challenges. Greece and the United States are linked by a long and durable friendship based on shared values of freedom, human rights and democracy. Today our two countries are important allies, linked both within NATO and the Euro-Atlantic Community, and the millions of Greek Americans[image: External link]. I am confident that during your presidency, those links will continue to be strengthened and enhanced, to the mutual benefit of our nations, and for the benefit of world peace, stability and progress. Please accept, on behalf of the Greek people and myself, sincere wishes for your personal health and for the welfare of the American people.[95]
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 Holy See




Pope Francis[image: External link] on Twitter called for "dialogue, mutual acceptance and fraternal cooperation" after the election.[96] Vatican Secretary of State[image: External link] Cardinal Pietro Parolin[image: External link] expressed respect for the will of the people, noting the strong election turnout. He wished that Trump, whose wife would be the second Roman Catholic First Lady[image: External link], could serve towards the well-being of his people and the furtherance of world peace.[97]
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 Hungary




Prime Minister Viktor Orbán[image: External link] sent a congratulatory message in a Facebook post. "What great news. Democracy is still alive."[98] Speaking at a business conference on 10 November, Orbán said: "Western civilization has successfully liberated itself from the captivity of an ideology" with the election of Trump "and return to reality." He also called the past 25 years in the world as "liberal non-democracy" which ended after Brexit and Trump's victory.[99]

Foreign Minister Péter Szijjártó[image: External link] hailed Trump's victory saying "courageous approaches, new and innovative policies will be needed" during these times, when "a new era has begun in both the world economy and world politics, which poses historic challenges for the whole world."[98]

Jobbik[image: External link] leader Gábor Vona[image: External link] said: "We, the Hungarians respect other people's rights to form their own destinies and we expect this from everyone too. Therefore we congratulate the new president!"[100]

Former prime minister and Democratic Coalition[image: External link] (DK) leader Ferenc Gyurcsány[image: External link] congratulated Trump in a Facebook post. In response to the Hungarian left-wing's reactions he added "there is no reason to panic. [...] Orbán must be defeated at home. We cannot expect assistance from Washington. What we can learn from the United States election is that there is possible to overcome the lack of media coverage and funding. Moreover, pollsters are not infallible.[101]
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 Iceland




President Guðni Th. Jóhannesson[image: External link] sent his congratulations to Trump. In his statement, Guðni had caveats that Icelanders value the concepts of equality and tolerance. "The President emphasised in his statement the cooperation and friendship between the two countries, and the long common history that stretches all the way back to when seafarers from Iceland and Greenland landed in North America more than a thousand years ago. Even though the United States is one of the largest democracies in the world, and Iceland one of the smallest, these nations share many important values. We unconditionally support the right to freedom of thought and expression, gender equality, and highly value equal rights for all regardless of race or religion."[102]
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 Ireland




President Michael D. Higgins[image: External link] spoke of the "deep connection[image: External link]" between Ireland and the United States, conveying "best wishes to President Elect Donald Trump, wishing him and the American people every good fortune for his term in office."[103] Taoiseach[image: External link] Enda Kenny[image: External link], who had previously condemned Trump's rhetoric as "racist and divisive", was among the first world leaders to speak with Trump on the phone and offer congratulations, and confirmed that the annual St. Patrick's Day[image: External link] ceremony at the White House, which has occurred since 1952, would continue under the new administration.[104]

In an address to Seanad Éireann[image: External link] on 10 November, Labour Party[image: External link] Senator Aodhán Ó Ríordáin[image: External link] labelled Trump as a "fascist" and a "monster", quoting Edmund Burke[image: External link]'s attributed maxim that "the only way evil can prosper is for good men to do nothing". He condemned Trump's statements threatening to imprison Hillary Clinton, barring Muslims from entering the country, mass deportations, and his assertions that the media and the political system were rigged. Describing current events as an "ugly political crossroads", Ó Ríordáin declared that he was "embarrassed" and "frightened" by the reaction of the Taoiseach and the government and their focus on maintaining American investments in Ireland, and applauded SDLP[image: External link] leader Colum Eastwood[image: External link]'s statement that his party would boycott the St. Patrick's Day ceremony at the White House during Trump's presidency.[105] His statements went viral on social media.[106]
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 Italy




Prime Minister Matteo Renzi[image: External link] vowed to maintain strong and friendly ties[image: External link] between Italy and the United States and said that the international community[image: External link] should consider Trump's election as a new starting point.[97]

Beppe Grillo[image: External link], the leader of the Five Star Movement[image: External link], stated "The mainstream media has often spoken of [Donald Trump] in the same way they speak of our movement. Do you remember? They said that we were sexist, homophobic, demagogues, populists. They do not realize that millions of people no longer read their newspapers or watch their TVs. Trump capitalized on all this."[94]
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 Lithuania




Reflecting Lithuania[image: External link]'s history of being annexed by the Soviet Union in 1940[image: External link] and her fears that "Russian President Vladimir Putin[image: External link] may test NATO[image: External link] in the weeks before Donald Trump becomes US President", and that Putin and Trump are "too close for comfort", Lithuanian Foreign Minister Linas Linkevicius[image: External link] has said that he is very afraid for the Baltic Republics[image: External link] (NATO members Lithuania, Latvia[image: External link], and Estonia[image: External link]), as well as for the Syrian[image: External link] city of Aleppo[image: External link] (a reference to Russia's involvement in the ongoing Battle of Aleppo[image: External link] in the Syrian Civil War[image: External link]).[107]
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 Netherlands




Generally Dutch politicians reacted disappointed or even shocked by Trump's victory.[108] Prime Minister Mark Rutte[image: External link] phoned President-elect Trump on the evening of his election, congratulating him. Rutte and Trump both stressed the importance of continued close cooperation between the US and the Netherlands, being loyal allies and good friends. "The historical, cultural and economic ties between our countries are strong and we reaffirmed that in our conversation", said Rutte. He continued stating that the strong Dutch-American relationship provides many jobs on both sides of the Atlantic and that cooperation is necessary to address common problems. Rutte looks forward to continue working together with Trump towards a safe and prosperous world and a strong EU-US relationship".[109]

Minister of Foreign Affairs Bert Koenders[image: External link] has reacted lukewarm and said he will await Trumps policy agenda and will judge Trump for his actions. Koenders showed some concern about Trumps campaign statements on Russia[image: External link] and NATO[image: External link].[110]

Green Party[image: External link] leader Jesse Klaver[image: External link] was most explicit in his disappointment, saying: "Oh. My. God. Trump represents a form of politics that sets people against each other instead of bringing them together; that ignores climate change instead of tackling it. He conducted a campaign full of lies, sexism and vulgar language. I worry about what that will mean for the United States and the world."[108]

Populist politicians Geert Wilders[image: External link] and Jan Roos[image: External link] were the only ones reacting positively. Wilders wrote on Twitter "A historic victory! A revolution." He added that: "We also will give our country back[image: External link] to the people of the Netherlands."[10][108] The day after the election, Wilders stated that "America regained its national sovereignty, its identity. It reclaimed its own democracy, that’s why I called it a revolution. And I think that the people of America, as in Europe, feel insulted by all the politicians that ignore the real problems."[94]
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 Norway




Prime Minister Erna Solberg[image: External link] said at a press conference:


I would like to congratulate Donald Trump on his election victory. The US is our closest ally and our cooperation is based on shared values and interests. We will seek to cooperate constructively with Donald Trump and with his administration once it is in place.[111]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Portugal




President Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa[image: External link] sent Trump a message of congratulations and wished him success. He also made reference to the "bonds of friendship that unite Portugal and the U.S.A.[image: External link] and the significant community of Portuguese and Luso-Americans[image: External link] in the United States."[112]

Prime Minister António Costa[image: External link] made a brief statement when asked about the election result: "We have the habit of respecting the democratic decisions of friendly Peoples, with whom we have established relations...We wish to maintain the excellent relationship with have had, throughout History, with the United States; our relations with the USA are centuries-old... Portugal has had several governments, the USA have had several governments; we have relations between States, between Peoples."[112]

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs[image: External link], on the behalf of the XXI Constitutional Government[image: External link], congratulated Trump and noted: "We trust that the foreign policy priorities of the new Administration will conform to the values that have guided the actions of the United States around the world, to the commitment to the United Nations' multilateral system, to the North Atlantic Alliance, and to its relations with the European Union. Portugal shall loyally cooperate with the United States, bilaterally and multilaterally, and respect international law and the democratic values that strengthen the ties that so deeply connect the two countries."[112]

The Left Bloc[image: External link]'s Political Commission released a statement to the press: "Donald Trump's victory is terrible news to the United States and the world. It's a victory of hate politics — hate towards equal rights, towards immigration, and towards the primacy of human rights...it's the most impressive case of the post-financial-crisis cycle of the desintegration of political systems."[112] The Portuguese Communist Party[image: External link] noted that "the election...has reflected the deep problems, contradictions and inequalities that affect the country's society, the expression of the depth of capitalism's structural crisis affecting the world's greatest imperialist power."[112]

The leader of the People's Party[image: External link] Assunção Cristas[image: External link] said that "today is the day to respect the free and democratic decision of the American people, and accept the results" and underscored the need of careful consideration on the subject of opinion polls[image: External link].[112]
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 Russia




President Vladimir Putin[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said: "The current US-Russian relations[image: External link] cannot be called friendly. Hopefully, with the new U.S. president a more constructive dialogue will be possible between our countries."[113]

Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] said: "Our position is that sanctions[image: External link] will remain unchanged. Irrespective of the results of elections in any country, including in one as important as the United States of America, our assumptions remain unchanged."[114]

Duma[image: External link] Foreign Affairs Committee member Vyacheslav Novikov said "three minutes ago, Hillary Clinton acknowledged her defeat in the U.S. presidential elections and just a second ago, Trump began his speech as president-elect. I congratulate all of you on this." The Duma then broke into applause.[10]

Liberal Democratic Party[image: External link] leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky[image: External link] said: "We of course regard with satisfaction that the better candidate of the two presented to the American voters was victorious." He added that he hoped the Ambassador to Russia John Tefft[image: External link] would leave. "We hope that this ambassador leaves Russia ... he hates Russia."[10]

An unnamed senior diplomat said that the government was in touch with members of Trump's political team during the election campaign.[114]
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 Serbia




President Tomislav Nikolić[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said: "We must make additional efforts to establish even more friendly relations with the United States[image: External link]."[115] Prime Minister Aleksandar Vučić[image: External link] congratulated Trump on his "great victory." He said: "I take this opportunity to express my sincere congratulations on your election success and the great victory in the presidential election. I believe you will approach your duties as the 45th president of the United States with the dedication and determination that characterized also your remarkable campaign. The leadership that you have shown on this occasion, represents a strong will that is necessary not only to citizens of the United States, but also to the whole world. I sincerely hope that your victory will contribute to continuing improvement of bilateral relations between Serbia and the United States, which are already on the path of progress and development, to the mutual benefit of our two countries."[116]
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 Spain




Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy[image: External link] wrote on Twitter congratulating Trump and tweeted that "we'll continue to work to strengthen relations[image: External link] that we have with [the] US, an indispensible partner."[117]

Catalan President Carles Puigdemont[image: External link] admitted being worried about Trump election. According to Puigdemont, this unease is shared by all the Catalan sovereigntist parties, since they reject populism. Puigdemont forecast that Trump’s victory will bring "new uncertainties" but emphasised that the American citizens' decision, which has been made "with freedom," must be respected.[118]

Leader of the Podemos[image: External link] party, Pablo Iglesias[image: External link], and some other members of the party expressed their rejection of the incoming President, calling him "fascist", "racist", and "machist".[119][120]

Different members of PSOE[image: External link] lamented the victory of Donald Trump, believing that he represented a threat to the coexistence and human rights.[121]
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 Switzerland




Government spokesperson André Simonazzi said: "The Swiss government has taken note of the election results in the United States. As is customary, the Swiss president sent congratulations through diplomatic channels this morning." She added that the Swiss authorities have been in touch with the teams of both candidates for the presidency in the run-up to prepare the next steps. "Switzerland will continue to defend its interests and prepare for contact with the new administration."[122]

Former Federal Councillor[image: External link] and prominent Swiss People's Party[image: External link] member Christoph Blocher[image: External link] stated that Trump's victory was a warning to world leaders not to ignore the people's concerns on issues such as immigration, saying "people feel powerless against those who rule them, and for them, Trump is a release valve."[123]
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 Ukraine




President Petro Poroshenko[image: External link] congratulated Trump and said: "This is a symbol of true democracy when nobody knew the results of the elections until the very last moment. And this is a feature of true democracy always professed and promoted by our reliable and strategic American partners and friends." He was hopeful that the U.S. would continue to provide support in two important spheres – struggle of Ukrainians against Russian aggression, for freedom and independence, restoration of sovereignty and territorial integrity, as well as in the implementation of large-scale reforms in various spheres, starting from the fight against corruption, energy sector reform, ensuring the rule of law, implementation of constitutional amendments on justice, reformation of public procurement system, security and defense. He also expects that the Commission for Strategic Partnership would restore its functioning shortly. He invited Trump to visit Ukraine.[124]

Prime Minister Volodymyr Groysman[image: External link] also congratulated Trump and American people on Facebook[image: External link]. He wished the United States peace and prosperity under the new administration and hoped that it would continue its support for Ukraine.[125]

Prime Minister of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People's Republic Aleksandr Zakharchenko[image: External link] said: "The Minsk meeting on Wednesday was a failure. Trump's victory upset all Ukrainian policymakers' plans. They received no further orders, so they decided to freeze the talks. I don’t expect any progress in Minsk before Trump's inauguration."[126]
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 United Kingdom




Prime Minister Theresa May[image: External link] congratulated Trump. In relation to Brexit[image: External link], she invoked the so-called "Special Relationship[image: External link]" stating that the two countries would remain "strong and close partners on trade, security and defence."[127]

Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson[image: External link], a key figure in the Brexit[image: External link] campaign earlier in 2016, congratulated Trump and looked forward to opportunities to co-operate between the two countries. He had previously ridiculed Trump for his statements on Islam in Europe.[128] He also snubbed an E.U. "special session" of foreign ministers[image: External link] a day before a regular meeting over Trump's election saying: "We do not see the need for an additional meeting on Sunday because the US election timetable is long established. An act of democracy has taken place, there is a transition period and we will work with the current and future administrations to ensure the best outcomes for Britain."[129]

Leader of the Opposition[image: External link] Jeremy Corbyn[image: External link] gave a mixed reaction, opining that Trump's victory was the American people's reaction to failed economic policies and a distant "governing elite." However, he added that some of Trump's views used "divisive rhetoric" that was "clearly wrong."[130]

The UK Independence Party[image: External link]'s Nigel Farage[image: External link] congratulated Trump by praising his campaign and his "post-Brexit values."[131] Farage supported Trump's candidacy throughout the general election and even spoke at a rally of his on one occasion.[132] He met Trump in New York City on November 12 and wrote on Twitter that Trump "was relaxed and full of good ideas. I'm confident he will be a good President." He also said of Trump’s support for relations between the two countries "very strong" and that he was the man the U.K. "can do business" with. Trump's campaign manager, Kellyanne Conway[image: External link] confirmed the meeting and said: "I think they enjoy each other's company, and they actually had a chance to talk about freedom and winning and what this all means for the world."[133]

Mayor of London[image: External link] Sadiq Khan[image: External link] said: "I hope Donald Trump will now do everything in his power to unite people and bring divided communities back together. I wish him well."[134]

Far-right groups Britain First[image: External link], the English Defence League[image: External link] and the British National Party[image: External link] reacted positively to Trump's election win, while anti-xenophobia group Hope not Hate[image: External link] expressed major concerns.[135]

First Minister of Northern Ireland Arlene Foster[image: External link] said she looked forward to working with his administration and said Northern Ireland has "strong historical, economic and political ties to the United States. As our largest inward investor, the U.S. plays a massive role in our economic progress."[136] First Minister of Scotland Nicola Sturgeon[image: External link], who had removed Trump from a list of business ambassadors to the country because of his stance on Islam, said that it was not the result she wanted but that the decision should be respected.[137] First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones[image: External link] did not offer congratulations in his reaction but said, in a statement, "following the most brutal and bruising election campaign in modern American history, Donald Trump will have much work to do to repair a divided nation."[138]
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 British Overseas Territories




Bermudan Premier Michael Dunkley[image: External link] wrote to Trump to extend his well wishes.[139] Premier of Cayman Islands Alden McLaughlin[image: External link]'s office released a 56-word statement which said that: "The Cayman Islands congratulates Donald Trump and the Republican Party on an emphatic victory in yesterday’s presidential election. We will watch with interest as Mr Trump organises his Cabinet and sets his policies as well as his agenda for the next four years and look forward to a positive working relationship with the new US administration.[140]
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 British Crown dependencies




Chief Minister of Isle of Man Howard Quayle[image: External link] said although Trump made clear his use of offshore jurisdictions, there is no scope for complacency in the drive to establish tax transparency. He said he firmly believes first-rate regulatory compliance and adherence to information-exchange agreements will set the Island above vilification. Through campaign, Trump had made no apology for refusing to disclose his federal tax payments, instead saying "that makes me smart." However, he had previously said tax avoidance was a substantial global problem and made worse by legal offshore structures.[141]
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 Other European countries




Norbert Hofer[image: External link], the Third President of the National Council[image: External link] and the Austrian Freedom Party[image: External link]'s candidate for president in 2016[image: External link], supported Trump, remarking "Wherever the elites distance themselves from voters, those elites will be voted out of office."[94] Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko[image: External link] sent his greetings to Trump saying: "Your active, sincere, and courageous position during the election campaign inspired the American society, returned it to true democracy."[142] Danish Prime Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen[image: External link] released a statement that read Trump was elected after an unusually fierce and confrontational campaign. He also congratulated Trump and expressed a hope for continued good relations between Europe and the U.S.[143] Finnish President Sauli Niinistö[image: External link] congratulated Trump and wished him luck and "wisdom in his significant duties." He also highlighted the international tension and the role of the president of the United States in shaping the world.[144]

Maltese Prime Minister Joseph Muscat[image: External link], while in New York City[image: External link] for a seminar, wrote: "I congratulate US President-elect Donald Trump. Now it is time for Europe and US to get closer to each other and not the other way around."[145] Polish President Andrzej Duda[image: External link] congratulated Trump on his victory.[146] Slovenian President Borut Pahor[image: External link] congratulated Trump and his Slovenian[image: External link]-born wife Melania Trump on Twitter.[147]
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 North America
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 Canada




Prime Minister Justin Trudeau[image: External link]'s office declined to comment until a winner was declared. At a U.S. embassy party on election night, Finance Minister Bill Morneau[image: External link] and Environment Minister Catherine McKenna[image: External link] arrived and left without making any comments. Trudeau later wrote on Facebook[image: External link]: "I congratulate President-elect Donald Trump on his election victory in the United States. Our shared values are strong. Our common purpose is to build countries where everyone has a fair chance to succeed, and where the government works first, foremost and always for the people it governs. The Canadian government will continue its hard work toward these ends, and we offer our hand in partnership with our neighbours as friends and allies as they move forward."[148]

An unnamed Canadian official said that should Trump win, Canadians can take some measure of comfort in the fact Trump has previously appeared to show a lot of respect for Trudeau and his international status. "They think he's a showman...They respect his success. You've noticed how careful our prime minister has been. I think that was smart... You don't ever know."[149] Former diplomat Colin Robertson said Clinton winning would be beneficial for Canada's because of the continuity it would offer with Obama's tenure. "We've already got a reset relationship starting in March, confirmed at the end of June when the president came up here."[150] Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] Leadership candidate Kellie Leitch[image: External link] issued a statement that read Trump had an "exciting message that needs to be delivered in Canada as well."[151]
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 Cuba




President Raul Castro[image: External link] sent his greetings to Trump upon his election.[152] Esteban Morales, a member of the Communist Party of Cuba[image: External link], said that the country's leaders "must be worried because I think this represents a new chapter."[10] Former diplomat of Cuba Carlos Alzugaray said that a Trump victory could, however, please some hard-liners in the Cuban leadership who were worried about that Cuba was moving too close to the United States too quickly[image: External link].[10]
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 Nicaragua




Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega[image: External link] sent a message to Trump saluting his electoral triumph on behalf of the Nicaraguan people and the government saying:


We join those who believe that it is possible to work with the United States to contribute to a world that privileges dialogue and understanding to attend the serious problems that affect humanity prioritizing peace. From our dignified and free Nicaragua which works in Christianity, Socialism and Solidarity, I greet you, your family and your people.[153]
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 Other North American countries




Minister of the Dominican Republic José Ramón Peralta said the country would continue to strengthen trade and diplomatic ties with the U.S.[image: External link].[154] Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto[image: External link] congratulated Trump via Twitter writing: "Mexico and the U.S. are friends, partners and allies who should continue working for the competitiveness and the development of North America."[155]
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 Oceania
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 Australia




Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull[image: External link] congratulated Trump, as well as thanked outgoing President Barack Obama for his leadership over the past eight years. He also said that the U.S. was "a great and powerful nation and they are a great and powerful friend."[156] Foreign Minister Julie Bishop[image: External link] said that her government is ready to work with whomever the American people "in their wisdom" choose. She added that a U.S. presidential election is always a momentous occasion and in this instance, "it has been a particularly bruising, divisive and hard-fought campaign." She further said the new administration will face a number of challenges, including in the Asia-Pacific, and Australia wants to work constructively with the new administration to ensure the continued presence and leadership of the United States in the region. She said the U.S. is "our major security ally" and the largest foreign direct investor and the second-largest trading partner. "The United States is also the guarantor and defender of the rules-based international order that has underpinned so much of our economic and security issues. And interests."[10]
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 Fiji




Prime Minister Frank Bainimarama[image: External link] congratulated Trump, while also taking the opportunity to emphasise that action on climate change is a priority for Fiji:


Fiji has a close relationship with the United States[image: External link] and I look forward to working with you and your administration in the months and years ahead. We especially seek America's support in our struggle against the extreme weather events and rising sea levels caused by climate change, which pose a particular threat to the Pacific islands and other low lying areas of the world. We also look forward to working with you to protect our oceans and seas from the threat of pollution and overfishing. With every best wish as you prepare to assume the presidency.[157]
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 New Zealand




Economic Development Minister Steven Joyce[image: External link], on behalf of Prime Minister John Key[image: External link], moved[image: External link] in the House of Representatives[image: External link] "that the House convey its congratulations to President-elect Donald Trump on his election as the next President of the United States, and to Vice-President-elect Mike Pence on his election, and in doing so express our desire to work with the incoming Trump Administration to continue building on New Zealand's already strong relationship with the United States." The motion was agreed to 106 votes to 14, with the Green Party[image: External link] opposing.[158]
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 Papua New Guinea




Prime Minister Peter O'Neill[image: External link] extended his congratulations to Trump on behalf of the people of Papua New Guinea. In a statement that read "the result of the election is a decision of the American people and Papua New Guinea will work with the elected government of the day, as we do in every partner nation." He also congratulated Clinton for her hard-fought campaign and thanked her for her relationship with Papua New Guinea as well for her inspiration to women and girls around the world.[159]
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 South America
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 Colombia




President Juan Manuel Santos[image: External link] wrote on Twitter that: "We celebrate the democratic spirit of the United States. With Donald Trump we will continue to strengthen our bilateral relations[image: External link]."[160] The Colombian Ministry of Foreign Affairs[image: External link] issued a press releases stating: "The Government of Colombia congratulates the Republican candidate Donald Trump for his victory in the elections and wishes him success in the role as the new president of the United States of America." It also read: "[T]he strategic relations between Colombia and the United States have had a bipartisan backing, and has characterised itself for successful cooperation, a profound political dialogue, and a diversified agenda that positively impacts both countries."[161]
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 Other South American countries




Argentine Chancellor Susana Malcorra[image: External link] congratulated Trump for his victory, but also regretted that the US did not elect a female president for the first time.[162] Argentine President Mauricio Macri[image: External link] also congratulated him shortly afterwards.[163] Brazilian President Michel Temer[image: External link] issued a statement that read Trump's election will not change the relationship between the two countries[image: External link] that is "institutional" and "from State to State."[164] Chilean President Michelle Bachelet[image: External link][165] and Peruvian President Pedro Pablo Kuczynski[image: External link][165] sent their good wishes to Trump. Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro[image: External link] in a telephone call with Secretary of State John Kerry[image: External link] send a congratulatory message to both Trump and Clinton while they discussed bilateral relations between both countries[image: External link].[166]
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 Non-state actors




In an open letter, the group Assyrian Universal Alliance[image: External link] congratulated Trump and drew his attention to what they called the ongoing genocide of Christians by the Islamic State in the Middle East and urged him to fulfill promises and help them return home. Carlo Kooktapeh Ganjeh of the U.S.A. chapter of the Assyrian Universal Alliance also said: "I extend our heartfelt congratulations to you for your election as the President of the United States,"[167] The Washington Post reported al-Minbar Jihadi Media, an Islamic State[image: External link]-affiliated network, recently wrote online: "Trump's win of the American presidency will bring hostility of Muslims against America as a result of his reckless actions, which show the overt and hidden hatred against them."[168] The Patron of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta[image: External link] Cardinal Raymond Leo Burke[image: External link] said the result came at a time of crisis in the U.S.A.:


I think it's the result of a long-term crisis that the country has been facing for several years, with a campaign that has created controversy and showed the will of change sought by the American people. The crisis has certainly had an influence in the result. Now the hope is that America, with this new president, can find the right path.[169]



The Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link] (ISIL/ISIS) reportedly celebrated Trump's victory, claiming it would help strengthen recruitment and writing "Rejoice with support from Allah, and find glad tidings in the imminent demise of America at the hands of Trump."[170][171][172][173][174]
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 Financial markets




The Mexican peso[image: External link] rallied in the day before the election on speculation Trump would lose over his alleged anti-Mexican comments, while the stock markets of the world also rallied on speculation Clinton would win after the dropping of FBI charges against Clinton.[175] The price of gold, in turn, dropped after days of increasing for the same reason.[176]

After the result, the U.S. dollar[image: External link] and stock markets initially sank, especially in the Asia–Pacific region which was open as the result came in. In like measure, traditional safe haven assets such as sovereign bonds and gold were higher. The Mexican peso fell about 13%. Dow Jones[image: External link] futures also fell about 3%.[177] The day after the election, however, the Dow Jones rose 257 points despite the "knee-jerk reaction" of the night before.[178] The Dow Jones continued to rise over the week,[179] and on November 10 it reached a record high,[180] experiencing its best week since 2011.[181] Japan's Nikkei[image: External link] fell by over 6.1%. The price of oil also fell by 2.4%.[182] However, unlike most other global markets, Russia's MICEX[image: External link] rose after the result.[183]

In the weeks following the election, as Trump gradually formed his pro-business cabinet[image: External link], U.S. stock markets rallied strongly and the Dow Jones Industrial Average[image: External link] flirted with the 20,000-point level.[184] The U.S. dollar also gained significant value.
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 Media




On November 10 the Toronto Star[image: External link] reported that the website of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada[image: External link] crashed when it was flooded with a large increase in traffic on election night. The increase in traffic was said to be 5 times larger than normal, and the percent of requests coming from the United States increased from the normal ten percent to fifty percent of all requests[185]

North Korea's Rodong Sinmun[image: External link] wrote: "It has burdened the new administration with the difficulty of facing the Juche nuclear state," referring to the North Korean state ideology often translated as "self-reliance." The article did not mention Trump by name, but declared "it was high time" that the U.S. took action to resolve tensions on the Korean Peninsula[image: External link]. The editorial maintained that North Korea would never give up its nuclear weapons and referred to comments made last month by U.S. Director of National Intelligence James Clapper, who called efforts to denuclearize North Korea a "lost cause." The publication declared Washington plans "an outdated illusion."[186]
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 Academia




"Oraib Rantawi, head of Al Quds Centre for Political Studies, said Jordan is one of the 'very few' countries that are not worried about who is the US President, as the Kingdom has maintained 'a very stable and wise relationship' with the US administration regardless of who has been in the Oval Office."[187] Mauritian economist Rajiv Seervansingh suggested a Donald Trump administration would have both a direct and an indirect impact on the Mauritian economy and stated:


Nothing as such will change with Donald Trump being the President of the USA. We mostly deal with the USA via the AGOA. There is no direct threat to our economy. Exportations through the AGOA will continue. We still need to figure out Trump’s political and economic policies. If the President-elect decides to scrap the various deals on imports, it will have a negative impact on international trade. Then Mauritius might be affected by this. If the dollar depreciates, exports will suffer as exporters will get less revenue.[188]
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 Religious




Justin Welby[image: External link], the Archbishop of Canterbury[image: External link] of the Church of England[image: External link] and symbolic head of the Anglican Communion[image: External link], called for "reconciliation" and he also pledged to "pray for all the people of the United States."[189] Patriarch Kirill of Moscow[image: External link], the head of the Russian Orthodox Church[image: External link], offered "heartfelt congratulations" to Trump and a hope that he would bring change to American domestic and foreign policy.[190]
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 Others




Residents of Trump's ancestral home of Kallstadt[image: External link], Germany, have expressed negative opinions of him.[191] People from Melania Trump's hometown of Novo Mesto[image: External link], Slovenia, congratulated her for becoming the First Lady of the United States[image: External link].[192][192] International protests against the election of Trump have occurred in Great Britain, the Philippines, Germany, Canada, Belgium and Australia.[193][194][195][196][197]
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