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         In search of wisdom, I turn inwards. And yet I cannot find myself. So, I search. I look within.

         Are you hoping to find wisdom inside yourself?

         Yes.

         Is it wisdom that you once had but have since lost, or is it a new kind of wisdom that you’re hoping to discover?

         If I knew the answer, I wouldn’t need to search.

         Are you sure the wisdom is inside you?

         Yes.

         How do you ‘do’ this searching?

         I write.

         You write?

         Yes.

         What do you write about? 4

         I write about the search.

         How’s that different to just searching?

         Shhh.

         Okay, but that doesn’t really answer the—

         Why deny humanity the chance to better itself?

         Must I have a reason?

         Will you help me in my search? My search for me? For my unique and liberating truth?

         To be honest, I think my role is just to give you feed lines.

         You’re right. Will you accept my search as a gift?

         Do I have a choice?

         Do I?

         Is there anything else you would like to say before you begin sharing these important words? 5

         Yes: I have a caveat.

         What is this crucial qualification? Speak, sage.

         Although (perhaps) these humble jottings may not have the cultural impact of certain biblical narratives, I cannot prevent scholars from drawing parallels. Nor can I stop people using this volume as a manual for living, or as the basis of a new religion. All I can do is present these words in all humility and let history decide how best to honour me.

         Thank you.

         Thank you. For joining me on the search.

         In what way have I—

         Shhh … 6
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8
            Ways of Being:

A Quick Set-Up Guide 
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            THREE FIRST THINKS

         

         1. What is thought? Something to bear in mind.

         2. Where do thoughts come from? And what should we do with them?

    They come at night. When we’re on our trampolines. We must catch them, lest they fall into the cracks of our misremembrances. Those cracks are deep and hard to access with conventional suction nozzles.

         3. A thought is as real as a bullet, and even harder to remove from your head.

      

   


   
      
         
10
            THINKING ONLINE

         

         1. Where’s the box to tick if you are a robot?

         2. Now, when ‘chatting to an expert online’, you can ask to ‘talk to a human’. But, in conversation, the same request can be taken badly.
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            THE CASE FOR HAPPINESS

         

         1. Happiness is the only thing that multiplies when you share it. That and venereal disease.

         2. Be so happy that, when other people look at you, they become happy too. But not so happy that they become jealous. What you’re looking for is a kind of stupid happy that no one envies.

         3. Things in themselves don’t make us happy, but we can use them to make others unhappy, so they’re worth hanging on to.

         4. Happiness is the shopfront of self-righteousness.

      

   


   
      
         
12
            DOES IT PAY TO THINK ABOUT MONEY?

         

         1. If money talks, what is it saying?

         2. If money talks and wealth whispers, poverty must shut up.

         3. Life is like a river – sooner or later, it all drains into the bank.

         4. They say life is a loan, but a loan has interest.

         5. All that glitters is not gold, e.g. glitter.

         6. A good example of something that glitters that isn’t gold is a turd with glitter in it.

         7. Money isn’t everything. But everything can be exchanged for money.

         8. Old money is like a stagnant pond. There’s always something rotten hidden out of sight.

         9. It’s important to give back, but not so much that we lose our position of dominance. 13

         10. By the time you can afford it, you’re too old to enjoy it.

         11. By the time you can afford it, you should be old enough to know you don’t need it.

         12. By the time you can afford it, you should be wise enough to know you shouldn’t buy it.

         13. Bankruptcy is to businessmen as adult baptism is to evangelicals.
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            THREE BIG QUESTIONS YOU SHOULD BE ASKING YOURSELF MORE OFTEN

         

         1. Is it okay to forgive the questionable statements of the untalented?

         2. When you ask a cabin crew attendant if you can use the lavatory before take-off, and he tells you to be quick, what adjustment is he hoping you’ll make?

         3. If preparation is all, how can it still be preparation?
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