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Foreword


I’ve known Ian as Land Rover Geek for five years. For the last fifteen he has been stalking Land Rovers nationally and internationally, making a pest of himself to owners and enthusiasts in the club scene, at shows, meets and events, always with a beer and camera in hand. This work is the culmination of half a century’s obsession. True to Ian’s character, the book encompasses interesting facts and figures, stories and adventures, as well as a holistic technical overview of the last 75 years of all things Land Rover.


Digesting this book will equip you for every club quiz night and give you everything you need to wow your Land Rover friends with your encyclopaedic knowledge. For those who enjoy picture books, there are over 650 photos, some of which were taken by me. Buy the book, you know you want to. Satisfy that inner child who still enjoys Top Trumps.


Vicky Turner


(Vicky is a freelance journalist who has written for such


titles as Classic Land Rover, Land Rover Owner and Land Rover Life)








Introduction



Nothing short of a British institution, the Land Rover is one of the most recognised vehicles ever produced. From its humble beginnings based on an ex-World War II Jeep chassis in 1947 to a £200,000-plus Range Rover over seven decades later, it has been the 4x4 of choice for royalty, the armed forces, celebrities, farmers, and many an everyday family. Once promoted as the world’s most versatile vehicle, it has carried explorers across continents and has driven babies home from remote hospitals. What initially started as a single stop-gap model for Rover, to help it get back on its feet after the war, emerged to become a jack of all trades. And, as Land Rover’s range of vehicles expanded over the years, the company itself developed to become a premium manufacturer.


This book focuses on all the Land Rover vehicles manufactured, starting with the first prototype, built in 1947, and covering all variants to the present day. As you go through the book you will see the different models and read a high-level description of them. To complement the production models, this book also focuses on some of the prototypes produced and some of the more interesting conversions for both the civilian and military markets.


My own love of Land Rovers started in the late 1970s. When I was a young child, my father bought an early Series III to tow the caravan. It was unlike any other vehicle I had ever been in and all our journeys in it seemed like an adventure. Come the bad weather, people would come knocking on the caravan door asking to be towed out of muddy fields. Four-wheel-drive vehicles were not common in the late 1970s and early 1980s – they were considered too agricultural for domestic use by most people – but the family cars of the time were not very good at pulling a caravan out of a sticky situation. This made a strong impression on me, and I thought the Land Rover was the best vehicle in the world. Whenever trouble occurred, it was our Land Rover that came to the rescue!


Over the years I have been fortunate to drive, and even own, a variety of Land Rover vehicles. I have several in my collection, from 1967 to 2020, and a number of them are featured in this book. For many owners, an old Land Rover is more than just a vehicle – it is a part of the family and will often have a nickname. The Land Rover brand has a strong club scene too, with local, national and even international events occurring annually. Whether you prefer the original models or modified vehicles, you should find something to like in this book.


Ian M Garner, 2024
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Pictured in the late 1970s, the first Land Rover the author’s father bought: a very early Series III that was the reason for a love of Land Rovers that has lasted to this day. The sound of the diesel engine was probably also the reason for the author’s tinnitus. The family caused many a tailback towing the family caravan out on the open road.
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Eeyore – named for its grey colour – is the author’s 100” Land Rover, built by a well-known Land Rover enthusiast and journalist to feature in a series of magazine articles. It is a homage to the 100” prototypes built in the late 1970s as part of the development of the coil-sprung Land Rover.










CHAPTER 1


The Leaf-Sprung Years: 1947 to 1985



1947 CENTRE-STEER PROTOTYPE


When looking to replace his Jeep at the family home in north Wales in the mid-1940s, Maurice Wilks decided he could build something just as good and determined that, as the boss of Rover cars, he had the right team to do it. Legend has it that the original sketch for the Land Rover (as it became known) was drafted in the sands of Red Wharf Bay in Anglesey. The first prototype to be built was based on an ex-World War II Jeep chassis and, according to some reports, had a 1.4-litre Rover engine (from a Rover 10), with Rover gearbox and rear axle. Other reports, however, suggest that it was fitted with the 1.6-litre petrol P3 engine (as used in the Pre-Production vehicles). It is generally accepted that the centre-steer prototype was built on the chassis of Maurice Wilks’ own Jeep, but there are further uncertainties in the story. There are several rumours about how many centre-steer prototypes existed. According to popular belief, only one fully functioning vehicle was ever made – none of the photographs of the time show more than one, for example – but it seems that several Jeep chassis were purchased for development purposes. Some were certainly used for development work on the engine mounting and transmission, and this may be the source of the accounts about the existence of multiple prototypes.




The fate of the original prototype is unclear, but persistent rumours suggest that it is still around, hidden away somewhere. The more rational view is that it was returned to a Jeep after the testing had been done. One of the stories that backs this theory up is that during a tour of the factory many years later a pile of body parts was seen on the floor. These were described as belonging to the ‘first Land Rover’.


The initial photographs of Wilks’ prototype are dated September 1947, and the vehicle was completed the following month. The second important event in the timeline, which also occurred in October 1947, was the naming of the new vehicle. It was to be a Rover, but a ‘Rover for the Land’. The name Landrover was accepted, as one unhyphenated word.


Despite not having a Rover-engineered transfer box, front axle or power take-offs, the prototype did the job of persuading the Rover board to sanction the building of 50 Pre-Production vehicles. Following on from further development work on the chassis and the development of Rover’s own transfer box, the factory began to build Pre-Production models. The first two complete vehicles were dispatched in March, with several more being completed in April, just ahead of the grand unveiling on 30 April 1948 at the Amsterdam motor show. It was to prove to be the birth of a legend.


While the original prototype has not been seen in the flesh for over half a century – although it may be out there somewhere – several accurate replicas have been built by enthusiasts. The most accessible in the UK is now part of the Dunsfold Collection; every so often, it comes out of hiding to be shown at various events.
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A replica centre-steer prototype Defender on display as part of the Dunsfold Collection. This replica was featured in an episode of Top Gear, driving on Red Wharf Bay as part of a homage to the model.
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The basic layout of the prototype Land Rover.
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The steering column of the centre-steer prototype was connected to the steering box via a chain and sprockets, with the pedals either side of the transmission tunnel. The gearstick was in the middle, making for an interesting driving experience.
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The rear view of the prototype, showing the hood and sticks that made up the roof.
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Side profile showing the basic flat-panelled body of the centre-steer Land Rover. Made from aluminium alloy, it was simple to form and make, as well as using a material that was more readily available than steel, which was in short supply following the war. The dimensions for the Land Rover – the 80in wheelbase and the 50in track – were taken from the Jeep and would remain until 1954.










THE 48 PRE-PRODUCTION MODELS


Although the Rover board had sanctioned the building of 50 Land Rovers, the company ended up making 48 Pre-Production vehicles. Of these, around 23 are known to exist to this day, but even now, Pre-Production vehicles continue to turn up after being lost for decades. L07, for example, resurfaced in 2016. Now owned by Land Rover, it was one of the three Land Rovers to be shown at the 1948 Amsterdam show and as such featured prominently in Land Rover’s 70th anniversary celebrations. As they were development models, there was no standard specification for a Pre-Production Land Rover, so each vehicle may have some unique features. The vehicles were numbered 1 to 48, with either an R or an L denoting right-hand or left-hand drive.




All the Pre-Production models featured the 1.6-litre Rover P3 engine mated to a 4-speed manual gearbox, but the transfer boxes were not all the same. Some featured a permanent four-wheel-drive system with a freewheel system on the front drivetrain that could be locked by pulling a ring in the cab, while others featured a part-time system. All the Pre-Production vehicles featured high and low ratios, however. The chassis for all the Pre-Production vehicles were galvanised, a feature that did not make it on to the production vehicles.


Several of the Pre-Production vehicles were converted for specialist tasks and roles to demonstrate the potential of the vehicle and its versatility. For example, one of the Land Rovers shown at the Amsterdam show was built as a mobile welding vehicle. Another of the Pre-Production vehicles was built as a fire engine and a third was converted into a station wagon. Most Pre-Production Land Rovers are in the hands of private collectors, but R01 and R04 can be seen on display in the UK at the Gaydon and Beaulieu museums respectively.
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R01, or Huey as it is affectionally known, was the first ‘proper’ Land Rover to be made. After testing it was sold to a local farmer who used it for several years. It was later bought back by Land Rover and restored, albeit to production specification rather than Pre-Production. As a result, it lost some of its original features. The bumper, for example, is a bolted-on version, while the original item was integral with the chassis. The vehicle is still owned by Land Rover and can often be seen at the British Motor Museum at Gaydon.
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R03 has a Land Rover badge on its front wing. This is a very rare feature, as it appeared only on the Amsterdam Show Pre-Production vehicles and was not taken into production. A similar badge can be seen on L07.
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R23 spotted following its restoration and replication of its original signwriting for a Brussels distributor. It was one of several vehicles sent to Europe to promote the new vehicle.
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The engine bay of R29 showing the 1.6-litre Rover P3 engine that would be used for the production vehicles.
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R04 proudly states it can be seen at Beaulieu. Note the mirror on the wing; its position changed as part of the vehicle’s development.
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R14 on display at the 2017 Dunsfold show, complete with a Brockhouse trailer. Added by Land Rover to its list of accessories in 1949, the trailer could carry 15cwt and remained available until 1965. It is a rare and collectable item these days.
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R17 with the mirror mounted on the windscreen. It was moved from the wing part of the way through development, as the light from the bulkhead sidelight had been reflecting into the driver’s eyes at night.










SERIES I


80” Series I


The Series I 80in is one of the most collectable Land Rovers around and this is being reflected in the value that examples now fetch in the open market. Starting with the same 1.6-litre engine of the Pre-Production models, the 4WD system was a permanent set-up with the same lockable freewheel system as in some of the Pre-Production vehicles. This could be locked in place by pulling a ring on the floor of the cab when using engine braking downhill. The initial price of the vehicle was £450 and the option list included such basic items as doors and a roof. These were later included as standard. The four-wheel-drive system was changed to selectable four-wheel drive in 1950 and this remained the basis of all Series Land Rovers until the Stage 1 Land Rover was introduced.




After a couple of years, the lights grew in diameter and were no longer placed behind the front grille. In 1952 Land Rover decided to give the 80in an increase in engine capacity to 2 litres. Over its six-year production run, the Series I 80in was offered with several different body styles. As an alternative to the full canvas roof, it was possible to have a canvas truck cab, a metal truck cab or even a full metal roof. In the early days Land Rover supplied fire engines, welders and generators straight from the factory, but in later years these would be offered as conversions by third-party companies.


It should be noted that the Series I name was only applied retrospectively to vehicles after 1958, when the replacement Series II became available.
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The famous ‘DEL boys’, restored by the late Ken Wheelwright and now owned by Land Rover, pictured on display in the late 1980s at Embsay Railway Station.
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A 1948/49 Series I 80” parked at the Land Rover Experience Solihull. The model can be identified by the sloping rear edge on the door. Later ones had a square door as well as an increase in wheelbase. This vehicle was once winched up a dam as part of a Top Gear stunt.
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Early Series I 80” Land Rover (the headlights behind the grille are the giveaway), pictured at Hill Top Farm in the late 1980s. It has been given larger wheels with aggressive tread, a roll cage and a front-mounted winch, yet still manages to retain its original character. In the 1980s, before it started to become collectable, the Series I 80” Land Rover was a popular off-road toy as it was cheap to buy and very nimble. Over the years many were converted, with different engines, roll cages and even coil suspension, and large numbers of them still compete in events to this day.
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In 2016 Land Rover started to buy carefully selected Series I Land Rovers and give them a full nut-and-bolt rebuild for special customers as part of the Land Rover Reborn programme, run by JLR’s Classic Works division. Following its success, the scheme was extended to include classic Range Rovers.
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A Series I 80” with the optional hard top fitted, preparing for take-off at the annual Patina Rally. Most 80” examples had a canvas roof, so an 80” Hard Top is a rare sight today. The split rear door has the normal lower tailgate and a new upper door.
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The Land Rover soon found favour with the British Automobile Association (AA) and was quickly pressed into service. This 1949 example was the first to be used by the AA and has been restored to an immaculate condition. The chassis was painted yellow and trafficators were fitted to the windscreen.









80” Series I Tickford


Introduced in 1948, and built until 1951, a light panelled station wagon was offered by Land Rover on the standard 80in chassis. Powered by the same 1.6-litre engine (and, later, the 2-litre engine), the model later became known as the Tickford Station Wagon, after the company that did the coachwork. Due to it being classed as a private car it attracted car tax, so it was twice as expensive as the standard 80in.




The rear body had a wooden frame under the coachwork. The vehicle had seven seats: three forward-facing in the front, and four side-facing in the rear. The first prototype was made on Pre-Production chassis L20 (now lost, believed to have been scrapped). R02 was also converted later in its life and can be seen in the background of an early promotional video.


Only 651 Tickfords were built, and many were exported, so it is extremely rare. It is believed that only around 20 still exist to this date.
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Spotted at the Land Rover Legends show at Thruxton racecourse: a split rear tailgate (which later became synonymous with the Range Rover Classic), a hand-painted yellow and green Land Rover badge, and a centrally mounted number plate.
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This lights-behind-the-grille model was displayed at the Heritage Show at Bicester. The metal spare-wheel cover was unique to this model and was made from spun aluminium.









86” and 88” Series I


Introduced in 1954, in response to a need for more load space, the 86in Land Rover used the same 2-litre engine and selectable 4WD system as its shorter brother, but was easily distinguishable from the 80in, with its larger rear load bed and square front doors. The additional 6in had been achieved by moving the rear axle backwards. In 1956 the wheelbase increased further, although this time it was the front axle that was moved forward to make way for the forthcoming 2.1-litre diesel engine, which became available in 1957. Like the 80in, the 86in and 88in versions were available with canvas, metal, or truck cab variants. The Station Wagon variant used the same metal roof as the Hard Top instead of the specialist coach-built body that was seen on the 80in versions. These later station wagons were also available with seating for seven.
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A well-preserved 88” Hard Top on display. The aftermarket freewheel hubs on the front wheels disconnect the drive to the front axles from the differential and propeller shaft, to reduce drag and thus improve economy. It should be noted, though, that the four-wheel-drive system will not work if the freewheel hubs are disconnected.
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An 86” example fitted with the metal truck cab. The door handles are the more traditional lift-up-to-open types.
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A nice example of an open-top Series I on display in 2016 at the Leafers at t’ Pit show. The rear PTO is driving a recently restored Allman Speedesi bench saw, its speed governed by the hand throttle in the Land Rover. The owner was not afraid to use it and gave demonstrations of it through the weekend. The Land Rover was always intended to be a working vehicle, so the capacity for front and rear power take-offs had been planned from the start.










[image: image]




A Series I 86” Station Wagon that was originally exported to New Zealand and imported back to the UK several decades later. The double-skinned roof became a standard fitment to every Series Station Wagon up to the Series III. This Series I has also had a period-correct capstan winch fitted.









Series I 107” and 109”


At the time Land Rover was increasing the short-wheelbase model from 80in to 86in, they also introduced a long-wheel-base (LWB) version with a distance between the axles of 107in. It shared the same 2-litre engine, 4-speed gearbox and selectable 4WD/2WD as the short-wheelbase (SWB) but had a much larger payload.




The 107in was first introduced in 1954 and, in keeping with the 86in (which had grown by 2in to 88in), was increased to 109in two years later. This would allow more room up front for the upcoming diesel engine, which was introduced in 1957. The LWB versions never sold in the same numbers as the SWB and usually had a harder life. As a result, they are a rare sight today, making them much more desirable.


Introduced in 1956, the 107” Station Wagon was a five-door ten-seater version of the LWB Land Rover, although the chassis was unique to this vehicle. Despite the LWB Land Rover increasing its wheelbase to 109in in 1956, the Station Wagon retained its 107in configuration until the end of its production. It should also be noted that, when the Series II replaced the Series I in 1958, the 107in Station Wagon continued for a little longer, making it the last Series I production vehicle. This model also carried special ‘Four Wheel Drive Station Wagon’ badging under the normal Land Rover badge.


The Series I Land Rover remained in production for ten years, coming to an end in 1958. During that time, three different engines had been fitted to five different wheelbases.
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The LWB Series I was initially available as a pick-up, with or without a three-quarter-tilt soft top. The separate rear load bed/cab would remain unique to this Land Rover until 1982 when the HCPU was introduced.
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The long-wheelbase Series I lifts a wheel at the Patina Trials in 2021.
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Series I LWB models can be seen on display at the various Land Rover shows but are not often out on the road. This one was spotted in 2016 in York.
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A full ten-seater Land Rover. Like the 86” Station Wagon, the 107” also came with the optional tropical roof (sometimes referred to as the safari roof), which allowed air to be channelled between the two skins when driving, to enter the vehicle via four internal vents. The small rubber stop in the front wing prevented the front door being opened too far.
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Despite its Meccano-like construction, the 107” Station Wagon had a certain elegance and beauty, making it a very desirable Land Rover today. As the wheelbase remained at 107” there was never a factory diesel offering, meaning all 107” Station Wagons were fitted with the 2-litre petrol engine first introduced in 1954.










SERIES II AND IIA


Series II 88” and 109”


In 1958, Land Rover introduced the Series II. The body had been given a styling makeover, with barrel sides replacing the flat-sided appearance of the Series I and side skirts hiding the chassis rails and fuel tank. The wheelbases of 88in and 109in remained, as did the selectable 4WD system. The 2.1-litre diesel engine was carried over and a new 2.25-litre petrol engine was introduced, although some 1958 short-wheel-base models did initially come with the 2-litre petrol too. The Series II remained in production until 1961 when it was replaced by the Series IIa.
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This beautiful 1958 Land Rover was one of the first Series II vehicles to come off the production line and came with the 2-litre petrol engine, making it a bit of a collector’s item.
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This original-looking Series II Hard Top is production Chassis Number 001. Records show that it was dispatched from the factory in April 1958. It still exists and awaits restoration.
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An early Series II 109” Station Wagon spotted at the 2019 Leafers at t’ Pit show. Although it looks like a restoration, it is in fact a very clean and original barn find that has had a good wash and some tidying up. All Series IIs had the lights in the centre grille, deep side skirts and protruding door hinges. This example has very rare single-piece doors, a feature that would not be repeated until 1983 on the Land Rover Ninety, One Tens and One Thirties.
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If the bulkhead ventilation flaps are screwed on, rather than welded, the vehicle is probably a Series II not a IIa.
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A very tidy Series II SWB Hard Top on display. The basic rear shape of the Land Rover as defined by the Series II would remain until the 2016, when the Defender ceased production. The new Defender gives a nod to this past design from the rear.










Series IIa 88” and 109”


When the 2.25-litre diesel engine was introduced, in 1961, Land Rover made several other minor changes and gave the resulting vehicle the Series IIa name. The Series IIa was manufactured until 1971. During this time, a number of cosmetic changes were made. In 1969 the headlights were moved from the grille to the wings (for legal reasons) and the side skirts became thinner and more elegant. In 1967 a more powerful 2.6-litre 6-cylinder engine became available, but only in the 109in models.
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The author’s late model 1971 Series IIa 88” being driven by a friend on a green lane around Rutland as part of a club rally in 2018. The chassis number suggests this was one of the last 1,000 Utility variants to be manufactured. Note the headlights are now in the wings rather than the grille, as they were on pre-1969 models. The military double bumper and light guards are not original equipment. The wing mirrors are mounted on the door hinges using military hinges rather than being wing-mounted as standard.
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This 1968 Station Wagon was restored by its current owner, with aftermarket spare-wheel cover and period-correct spotlights on the bumper. The rope has been added for aesthetic reasons. The deluxe bonnet was standard fit on 109” Land Rovers but was optional on all but the 88” Station Wagon.









Series IIa 109” Forward Control


The Forward Control was introduced by Land Rover in response to its customers’ need for an increased load capacity. With 30cwt payload, the vehicle was based on the 109in LWB model of the time and shared the same basic 2.25-litre petrol engine and gearbox, although the chassis, axles and wheels were different. The model was introduced in 1962 and production started in 1963, with a 2.6-litre 6-cylinder engine being offered mid-way through the year.
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With a crane arm, front-mounted winch and tipper body, this 109” Forward Control is clearly demonstrating its versatility. Seen here on display at the 2017 Leafer’s at t’ Pit gathering.










[image: image]




Pick-up with three-quarter tilt at the rear. The sides of the back can be dropped down to allow more access for loading. The ring on the front wheel is there to help with getting into the cab.










Series IIb 110” Forward Control


In 1967 the Series IIa Forward Control was replaced by the Series IIb Forward Control. The track was increased by a few inches and the wheelbase lengthened to 110in. The most notable difference was the position of the front headlights, which sat lower than those on its predecessor. In addition to the 2.25-litre 4-cylinder and 2.6-litre 6-cylinder petrol engines carried over from the 2a, the 2b also offered the 2.25-litre diesel engine. With its low power and heavy vehicle weight, this was probably one of the slowest production Land Rovers of all time.
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This splendid Series IIb flat-bed arrived at the Leafer’s at t’ Pit show carrying a wooden box of Land Rover spares. It certainly looked the part.
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The tropical roof and windscreen sun visor on this restored Series IIb are both rare features.
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This well-preserved example is IIb Chassis Number 001. Now part of the Dunsfold Collection, it is pictured here in 2015 during one of their open days.









Series IIa and III 109” 1 Ton


In 1968 when a normal control Land Rover with a larger payload was needed, the 1 Ton model was developed and launched. Available, at least to the civilian market, with the new 2.6-litre engine and only as a 109in, it was easily identifiable thanks to its taller stance due to its larger wheels and heavy-duty axles/suspension. Initially launched as a Series IIa, it continued as a Series III after 1971.
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This Series IIa One Ton was used by an electricity utility company and has retained the correct markings and equipment after passing into public hands.
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When the Series III replaced the Series IIa, the One Ton was also updated. This example features the Series III grille, heater vent, windscreen and flatter door hinges.










SERIES III


Series III 88” and 109”


Introduced in 1971 to replace the Series IIa, the Series III was still mechanically very similar to the 2a, with the same petrol and diesel engines options as before. The 88in and 109in wheelbases remained, as did the same choice of body styles. The most significant change, apart from the plastic front grille, was synchromesh on the gearbox and a dashboard – yes, a dashboard. Gone were the centre-mounted dials of previous models. A heater vent in the passenger (RHD models) front wing was also a giveaway, along with flatter door hinges and more robust windscreen hinges.
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This nice 109” Station Wagon with towing eyes on the front bumper is part of Land Rover’s own fleet. The plastic grille was unique to the Series III models.
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This 88” Soft Top is affectionately known by its owner as Paddington. The paintwork was redone to give a nod to the time when it was owned by the Post Office in original Hard Top configuration. Note the heater intake in the front wing.
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A fine-looking 88” Hard Top. The rounded front edge of the bonnet indicates that this was the optional deluxe item, which was optional on the SWB.









Series III 109” Stage 1


In 1978 Land Rover decided to stop producing models featuring the 6-cylinder engine and replaced it with the 3.5-litre V8 engine from the Range Rover, albeit detuned, creating the Series III Stage 1 model. These models were only available in 109in wheelbase except for a small number of SWB models. (More on these later.) They could be identified by the flat front and longer bonnet that is now a familiar sight on Defenders. They still had leaf-spring suspension but for the first time since 1950 (101 Forward Control aside) they all had permanent four-wheel drive, which was mated to a 4-speed gearbox.
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Land Rover V8 sticker proudly stating the presence of a powerful engine.










[image: image]




A well-presented Stage 1 109” Pick-Up in an unusual shade of green, spotted in a car park at an event. The towing eyes on the bumper were a Land Rover-approved accessory, but the bumper is military spec. The bumperettes were not standard on this model.










Series III 109” HCPU


Following the sales success of the Toyota Hilux, Land Rover decided to offer its own solution and in 1982 launched a vehicle with a separate cab and pick-up bed, alongside the normal pick-up Land Rover traditionally offered – or so the story goes. In reality, the High-Capacity Pick-Up (HCPU) offered a larger load bed (wider and longer) and higher load-carrying (up to 3 tonnes GVW). With the Series III being replaced in 1983, not many Series III HCPUs were produced, so they have since become a bit of a rarity. Many were worked hard. The HCPU was still available as part of the Defender line-up until production ceased in 2016.
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This very early Series III HCPU still earns its keep.
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A wider tailgate meant easier access for loading, as did smaller internal wheel arches. The rear taillights were a unique set-up for HCPU load beds. The load bed extended past the rear cross member, making it look inset.










SANTANA


In the late 1950s, the Spanish company Metalúrgica de Santa Ana, S.A., formed in 1956, started to build Land Rovers under licence from kits. The first vehicles were 88in and 109in Series II models, which later became the Series IIa models in 1962. After several years Santana ended up developing these Land Rovers into their own model range and the company changed its name to Land Rover Santana, S.A. In the mid- to late 1960s Santana began to develop its own vehicles and in 1967 launched its own take on the Forward Control. Called the 1300, it was in production until 1978 when it was replaced by the 2000, which was Santana’s own version of the 101 Forward Control.




Special military versions were also produced, including Santana’s own versions of the Lightweight, known as the Militar. It was available on both a short- and a long-wheelbase chassis and was also sold to the general public under the name Ligero.


In 1979 the Series IIIa was launched, available with a turbocharged diesel engine many years before Land Rover followed suit. When Land Rover offered the 90 and 110, Santana stayed with leaf springs and launched the Series IV in 1983. This was also the year that the licence agreement ended.


The final swansong for Santana Land Rovers was the PS-10, which was built between 1999 and 2011. It retained a leaf-sprung 109in chassis but had a front grille and bonnet that were similar to those on the latest coil-sprung Land Rovers. It was also available as the Iveco Massif between 2007 and 2011. Sales were slow, leading to its demise.


Santana had also had a licence agreement with Suzuki and had made versions of the SJ413 and Vitara, but in 2011 its owner, the Regional Government of Andalusia, made the decision to close the operation.
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A Series IIa Santana. At first glance, it may look like a UK Land Rover, but subtle differences such as the rear-door arrangement indicate otherwise. The door top ends with the roofline rather than encroaching, as it does on a UK Land Rover.
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Santana introduced a 119” version of the Land Rover Hi-Capacity Pick-Up as a Series IIIa model called the Gran Capacidad.
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Santana developed its own engines by making the 2.25-litre petrol and diesel engines into 6-cylinder 3429cc versions.
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While the design of the PS-10 was inspired by the Land Rover, the rear-light cluster is unique to this variant. The extended wheel arches also go round the rear overhang of the vehicle, which was never seen on a production Land Rover. Similarly, it has no rear quarter-light windows. It is further identified by ‘Santana PS-10’ badging on the rear and ‘Santana’-branded rear mud flaps. Note the chequer plate on the sides.
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A PS-10 Station Wagon is a rare sight indeed in the UK. This 2007 model was photographed at a Land Rover show in 2016. Note the twin headlights and the unique grille and badging. Unlike leaf-sprung Land Rovers, it has no ventilation flaps under the windscreen, which is larger than usual. The front bumper and sump guard are aftermarket versions, as are the raised air intake and alloy wheels.










CHAPTER 2


The Coil-Sprung Years and Beyond: 1977 to Date



THE PROTOTYPES


With the Series III having been in production for several years, the company started to look at how to evolve the Land Rover and in 1977 started to develop coil-sprung prototypes. Initially, 100in and 110in wheelbases were developed, based on the Range Rover chassis and suspension. Engines were to be the V8 from the Range Rover and the petrol and diesel 2.25-litre 4-cylinder engines from the current Series Land Rovers. Various prototypes were built, leading to some interesting vehicles, especially when military contracts were being chased. Many Land Rover engineers considered the 100in wheelbase to be the ideal wheelbase for an off-road vehicle. This in turn inspired some enthusiasts to build their own versions on old Range Rover and Discovery chassis.




The 110in prototypes were produced after the initial 100in variants and the first 110in prototypes had Stage 1 fronts and Series III windscreens. Due to the Range Rover axles having a wider track than the series versions, they also began to have the flexible eyebrows on the wheel arches that have been a feature of all production coil-sprung Land Rovers ever since. Development of the 90in started around 1982 and the vehicle was initially produced using a cut-down 110in prototype. However, only one example with a 90in wheelbase was ever built. The second version was slightly longer at 92.9in and this wheelbase remained on all coil-sprung SWB Land Rovers up until 2016, when production ceased.




[image: image]




The first 100” prototype developed was truly a unique vehicle, featuring a V8 engine behind a Stage 1 front, a 4-speed gearbox and permanent four-wheel drive. The one-piece windscreen would eventually become a production reality, replacing the split screen of Series and earlier prototypes.
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The 100” prototype featured a four-door configuration with a unique soft top. This vehicle had a hard life during testing. Upon retirement, it became part of the Dunsfold Collection.
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Further 100” prototypes were produced with a view to obtaining military contracts with the French and Swiss governments. This 100” four-door Station Wagon had a 2.5-litre diesel engine mated to a 3-speed automatic gearbox, military-specification front bumper and Stage 1-style grille. In the end, the trials were unsuccessful, so the model never went into production.
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An early 110” prototype that survives as part of the Dunsfold Collection. After the prototypes were produced, a number of pilot production 110” vehicles were made. Many featured the CWK registration, although this one has a factory HAC plate instead.
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Land Rover 90 number 1 was the only one to feature an actual 90in wheelbase. While the windscreen is of the later single-piece design used in production, a strip of black tape was placed down the middle to disguise this.










NINETY AND ONE TEN


Introduced in 1983 to replace the Series III 109in, the One Ten was a major departure for Land Rover. They were initially available with the 2.25-litre diesel and petrol engines, but these were quickly replaced by new, more modern 2.5-litre versions in 1984 and 1985 respectively. The One Ten was also available from launch with the V8 petrol engine from the Stage 1. The major engineering differences between this and the Series III were the coil suspension and permanent 4WD through a new 5-speed gearbox and 2-speed transfer box with a lockable centre differential. However, the very early models could be had with selectable four-wheel drive like the previous Series III. These were not made for long, so they remain a very rare option indeed.




Cosmetically, the changes were a flat front (first seen on the Stage 1 but now adorned with plastic grille and light surrounds), a one-piece windscreen and single-piece doors with wind-up front windows. The very early examples and some military variants did retain two-piece doors. In terms of body style, the One Ten was available in Station Wagon form, both County trim and standard, as well as Hard Top, Soft Top and Pick-Up. The HCPU that was introduced on the later Series III models was also continued in One Ten guise.
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A very early One Ten with the two-piece front doors with sliding windows as well as the traditional lift-up door handles. Note the individual side steps and original County side stripe.
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Introduced on the Series III, the County trim brought a touch of luxury to the Land Rover with cloth seats. This was the second style of County stripe used by Land Rover.
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A well-presented example of the 127” Crew Cab, the rear doors showing that it is an early model. Later into production they were replaced by the standard Station Wagon doors, which featured an angled chamfer on the rear edge. It should be noted that the Range Rover wheels were not standard or even an option.
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The badge proudly states ‘Land Rover 127’ – a rare item indeed.
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The galvanised strips on the doors of the Land Rover Ninety were merely cosmetic as the doors were now single-piece items with wind-up windows. This feature was dropped a few years later. Note the key to open the bonnet next to the front badge. This again was dropped a few years later in favour of a cable release.
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A restored Ninety County Station Wagon with 3.5-litre V8 engine. The flexible wheel-arch extensions were colour-coded on the County models.
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When the next model year was introduced in 1987, the County stripe changed to this design. The ‘Turbo’ badge on the rear indicates that this was a Turbo D model.
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One of the actual vehicles used in advertising for the launch of the new Ninety Station Wagon. Fresh and resplendent back in the day, it is now showing its age.
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Land Rover Ninety Pick-Up. The black grille in the wing shows that this is the Turbo D version. All turbo diesels had this, but it would move to the driver’s side when the 300Tdi model was released, and remain on this side until 2016, when production ended.
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A sorry-looking Ninety with a well-publicised past. It is the Cariba concept vehicle, and the very Land Rover that paved the way for the 90SV and NAS models that followed a few years later. Based on a V8 Ninety, it featured frameless doors, roll cage, one-off leather interior and a unique soft top. It also featured chrome 8-spoke wheels, which still exist but were not with the vehicle at the time it was photographed. It is now being restored to its former glory.








As they had done with previous models, the military soon adopted the One Ten, mainly fitted with the new 2.5-litre naturally aspirated diesel engine.


Essentially, the One Ten Land Rover remained in continuous production from 1983 to early 2016, when Defender production ceased. This makes it one of the longest production runs of any vehicle.


At the same time the One Ten was introduced, a new wheelbase of 127in was offered. This was initially classed as a variant of the One Ten but was eventually called the One Two Seven when it became recognised as a model in its own right. The One Two Seven was available as a four-door crew-cab version or as a two-/four-door chassis-cab. Land Rover Special Vehicle Operations could also fit a bespoke rear box body to suit a customer’s requirements. Engine and transmission options were the same as on the One Ten, but the One Two Seven was never offered as a County model as it was seen as a workhorse.


Following the launch of the One Ten in 1983, it was no surprise when in 1984 Land Rover launched the Ninety. Unlike the One Ten, whose wheelbase was actually 110in, the Ninety had a 92.9in wheelbase. It was launched with the 2.5-litre petrol and diesel engines from the start, as well as the V8 – the first time a V8 had been offered in a mass-produced SWB Land Rover. Under the skin, the Ninety also had the same coil-sprung suspension as its bigger brother as well as the same 5-speed manual gearbox with permanent all-wheel drive and the same 2-speed transfer box and centre diff lock.


Over the following years, several changes were introduced to keep the design fresh. The door handles were updated to a more modern car style rather than the traditional lift-up type of Land Rovers of old. In 1987 a turbo was added to the 2.5-litre diesel, giving it more power and torque than before. This model could be identified by the ‘Turbo’ sticker on the rear and the air intake on the passenger side front wing (RHD models). Rostyle wheels (from the Range Rover) were also added as an option on the Ninety County. In the past the Land Rover roof had featured three ribs running along its entire length, to give strength, but as the vehicle was updated these were removed to give a smoother, more elegant look.




DEFENDER


In 1990, after the introduction of the Land Rover Discovery, the company decided to give the traditional Land Rover vehicle its own name, to avoid any confusion with the new brand. According to rumours, a few beers in a US bar with the marketing team led to a brainstorming session at which the name ‘Defender’ was conceived. Whether the story is true or not, they certainly came up with a name that suited the Land Rover well, and it has now become synonymous with all coil-sprung Land Rovers, not just those built post-1990. It is sometimes even used – much to the annoyance of the fan base – for all traditional Land Rovers. The names Ninety, One Ten and One Two Seven were replaced by Defender 90, 110 and 130. As part of the transformation from Land Rover to Defender, the 200 Tdi turbo diesel engine, introduced the year before with the Discovery, also replaced the old 2.5-litre turbo D engine first introduced in 1987.




With the development of the SUV market in the 1990s, 4x4s came to be seen as less utilitarian and more of a lifestyle choice. Keen to capture some of this action, Land Rover introduced the Land Rover 90SV to the European markets. Based on the 200 Tdi 90, it featured 5-spoke alloy wheels, external roll cage and a soft top. It had a unique colour and featured special decals. The Cariba concept was the first to show what a fashionable Land Rover could look like, but it took seven years before it made it into production reality. With a view to re-entering the US market, in 1993 Land Rover also came up with a limited-edition V8 powered 110 Station Wagon, in white with an external roll cage. The following year it offered a V8 Land Rover 90, which was similar to the 90SV but had more cylinders and horsepower. These are now rare in the UK, although there are still a few around.


The next major change to the Defender was the introduction of the updated turbo diesel engine. Now called the 300 Tdi but still with a capacity of 2.5 litres, it was introduced in 1995 at the same time as an updated 5-speed gearbox called the R380. The V8 engine disappeared from the UK markets in 1994 but would make a re-appearance later for the 50th anniversary edition. The 2.5-litre petrol engine and 2.5-litre normally aspirated diesel engines were also dropped officially in 1994 but could be had by special order until around 1998.


In 1995 a very special Defender 90 was made specifically for the Italian police, featuring the same 2-litre petrol engine as the Discovery MPi, which originated from the Rover 600 saloon car and was mated to the 5-speed manual gearbox.


Another Land Rover first came about a couple of years later with a factory-fitted automatic transmission on the 1997 model year V8 Defender 90 for the NAS (North American Specification) Defender. This had been due to demand in the USA, but this would also be the final year that the Defender was officially imported into that market until 2020, when the Defender badge would make a return. The UK also got a factory-supplied automatic Defender, but not until 1998. Similar to the NAS, the automatic box was available in the UK market only with the V8 petrol and in Defender 90 form.


In 1999 Land Rover decided to fit the all-new 5-cylinder TD5 engine to the Defender. This engine had been introduced earlier when the Discovery 2 was launched. For the first time, the Defender had an electronic engine management system, which was quickly taken advantage of by the aftermarket tuning companies. The engine was not the only place where electronics were introduced. For the first time the Defender could be had with ABS and electronic traction control, which would stop the wheels spinning, thus maintaining traction. It was similar to the system first introduced on the Freelander. The electronic traction control would eventually become all but standard on the Defender range, but it should be noted that it was never made available, even as an option, on the Defender 130 range. Further improvements would include a revised console, to allow better integration of the sound system.


Towards the end of the century, Land Rover introduced more special editions. First was the Heritage edition in 1998, which gave a nod to the Land Rovers of old. Following that was a rather special edition that celebrated Land Rover’s input into the Tomb Raider movie, which had featured several specially built vehicles. (More on these later.)
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A Defender Tdi Station Wagon with ‘Tdi’ badge on the front wing. The fact that the air intake is on the driver’s side shows that this is a 300 Tdi version.










[image: image]




A 110 Hard Top fitted with later heavy-duty steel wheels, identifiable by the holes near the rim. The locker in the rear wing was used for additional storage. The bonnet features the fittings for the spare wheel, which is unusual for a Defender. The heater cover on the front wing, the winch bumper and the raised air intake are aftermarket parts.
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The North American Specification (NAS) Defender 90 is easily recognisable due to its Series III-style doors, with removable door tops and traditional Land Rover door handles, as well as its V8 engine and soft-top frame/roll cage.
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The 90SV was the first special edition Defender offered in the UK market and has since become very much sought after.
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As part of its 50th birthday celebrations in 1998, Land Rover created a number of limited editions across its product range, all in the same attractive colour, known as Atlantis Blue. The 50th Anniversary Edition Defender featured gunmetal Freestyle alloy wheels, front roll hoop and ‘V8’ decals on the side. It was also the first, and only, production automatic Defender to be offered on the UK market. As such, it has a huge following today. A run of 385 vehicles were made and each one has a plaque on the rear recording its build number.
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The X-Trem was a Defender with a cabriolet top developed by Land Rover France. Featuring the 300Tdi engine and manual gearbox, 200 were made for the local market. It remains a very rare sight in the UK. This one was spotted attending a Land Rover show.










[image: image]




In 2001 Land Rover offered another new body style. In order to capture more of the ever-growing four-door pick-up market, a 110 version was added to the Defender line-up to complement the 130 version that had been available since 1983. This was essentially a Station Wagon with shortened roof and open rear bed. The limited edition Tomb Raider was launched to celebrate Land Rover’s sponsorship of the blockbuster film of the same name. Special editions were offered based on the TD5 110 double cab and 90 Station Wagon.
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Each Tomb Raider Defender featured gunmetal paint and had a unique ‘Tomb Raider’ emblem. Colour-coded alloy wheels, chequer plate and a roll cage contributed to its rugged appearance.
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In 1999 Land Rover introduced the Heritage Edition Defender, with a special retro front grille. It came in the traditional colours of Bronze Green or Sage Green, mimicking the colours of the first Series Is, and featured a green leather interior and white dials. Both SWB and LWB versions were available, based on the TD5 Station Wagons. Only 270 examples were built – around two-thirds were 90s and the remainder were 110s.
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The G4 special edition was built to celebrate the 2003 G4 Challenge. Available in striking colours such as Tangiers Orange or Borrego Yellow, it featured a roll cage, boost alloys, chequer-plate sills, front A frame and –the most important feature – a unique ‘G4 Edition’ badge on the front wing.










DEFENDER PUMA


The last major upgrade to the Defender, in 2007, involved the swapping of the TD5 engine for the 2.4-litre Ford Transit turbo diesel engine known as Puma (hence the unofficial name for this type of Defender). Land Rover was owned by Ford at this time, so the change was not unexpected. The old R380 gearbox was also replaced by a more modern 6-speed manual. The Puma engine was taller than the previous TD5, so more space was needed under the bonnet. The resulting bulge is the easiest way of spotting a Puma-powered Defender.




The bulkhead was also redesigned. Gone were the under-windscreen double ventilation flaps that had been a feature since 1958, although an indent in the metal remained, paying tribute to this age-old Land Rover characteristic. New dashboards and an updated interior were also part of the upgrade. Due to legislation the side-facing rear seats had been replaced by forward-facing versions. This meant that the 90 went from being a six-seater to a four-seater and the 110 from a nine-seater to seven.


Following the success of the 50th anniversary edition, Land Rover looked to repeat this for the 60th and 65th  anniversaries. For the 60th, it introduced the SVX, based on a concept vehicle of the same name from 1999. In the UK, a Defender 90 Soft Top and Station Wagon was available, along with a 110 Station Wagons. All SVXs had the same black paint and 60 decals. The Soft Top had a unique roll cage and headlight surrounds. The 65th anniversary edition was announced in 2013 – called the LXV and based on a Defender 90 Hard Top only. This model was understated compared with other limited editions, but did include a leather interior with unique orange stitching and LXV graphics.


In 2011 the next and final evolution of the Defender occurred. The 2.4-litre Puma engine was changed for the 2.2-litre version, although power stayed the same. In 2015, the company made the announcement that increasingly stringent emission and crash-testing rules would mean that the Defender would be no more in its current form. Production was scheduled to end by January 2016. The last official day to order a Defender was 26 June 2015. As a result of the news about its imminent demise, 2015 saw the most orders for new Defenders in a long while. By this date, the Land Rover had been in production in various guises since 1948, making it one of the longest-running models ever.
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This 110 Puma Station Wagon, pictured at Land Rover Experience Solihull, has the optional side steps. Like the 300 Tdi and the TD5, the Puma had the air intake mounted on the driver’s (UK model) side. The pronounced grille would suggest that this one has air conditioning.
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A Puma 90 Hard Top with optional boost-style alloy wheels. The latest badging for the Puma meant that there was no longer a Defender badge on the front above the grille; instead, ‘Land Rover’ lettering stood proud on the bonnet. As well as the ventilation flaps being removed, the windscreen hinges (seen at the lower corners of the windscreen) were also replaced with fixed versions. New health and safety regulations also meant rubber caps had to be added to the corners on the front bumper.
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Only 180 SVX Defenders were sold in the UK. The wheels, roll cage and soft-top style were all unique to this model. The wheels had the word ‘Defender’ cast into them. This is Land Rover’s own example, which could sometimes be seen at the gates of Solihull.










[image: image]




The LXV was something of a disappointment compared with previous limited editions. Based on the Defender 90 Hard Top, it had received little more than a re-trimming of the interior with leather and orange stitching, and the addition of sawtooth-style alloys. It also featured very subtle ‘LXV’ graphics on the front door just below the window. It remains a rare edition; this is the only one the author has ever seen.
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A Defender Puma 130 Crew Cab with home-made rear pick-up bed cover – testament to the skill of its owner – exploring the tracks of the Yorkshire Dales with a local club. Despite its extra length, the 130 did as well as its shorter siblings.
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A Land Rover Experience Defender Puma 110 Station Wagon doing what it does best around the Eastnor Castle estate in 2013. (Shortly after this, the colour of choice for Experience vehicles went from silver to white.) It has mud terrain tyres mounted to boost-style alloy wheels, and the rear door is now a single-piece pressing as opposed to the previous multiple piece. The doors (including the front and side) were also changed to steel rather than the original aluminium, as this gave a higher-quality finish.
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A 110 Station Wagon Adventure edition, with underbody protection visible, as well as ‘110’ logos on the front wing. Diamond-cut alloy wheels and a roof rack with ladder finish off the rugged looks. The roof, bonnet and rear door have been painted in a contrasting colour.
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The ‘HUE166’ decals on the front wing of this Heritage Edition are a nod to the original Pre-Production Land Rover R01.










[image: image]




Autobiography with a satin body and gloss black bonnet and roof sections. Two-tone paintwork was standard on this luxurious edition of the Defender.
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The first and last Land Rovers together. Although these two vehicles are separated by 68 years, the family DNA can still be seen.
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A rare appearance of H166HUE outside. The specification was chosen to match as closely as possible the original Land Rover from 1948. Both were short-wheelbase models with soft tops. The logo on the mud flaps was based on the original, more angular design. The metal logo on the rear of the vehicle is the same as the one on the front grille.
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Other than the badging there is little to give away the fact that this is truly a wolf in sheep's clothing. With 400bhp and a 0 to 60 time of less than 6 seconds, it was the fastest and most powerful Defender ever to come out of Jaguar Land Rover, albeit from its Works division.
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Unique badging proudly identifying a 70th Edition Defender. With the 5-litre V8 at its heart, the onlooker is more likely to hear it coming before seeing it.
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Land Rover Works was originally set up to offer factory-restored Series I Land Rovers to collectors. More recently, it has started to reimagine Defenders and has launched a range of accessories for the classic model.
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The Works V8 Trophy Defender was available only in the traditional Sand Glow colour that had been used on the Camel Trophy vehicles. Steel wheels, mud terrain tyres and the external roll cage gave the vehicle the sense of adventure associated with the world-famous motorsport event, while the front wing featured a list of sponsors.
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The rear door of the Trophy was painted black to match the bonnet.
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All Trophy editions got a unique badge.








To mark the end of Defender production, three special editions were announced. The first was the Heritage Edition (not to be confused with the 1998 offering), which matched the same green hue as the first Pre-Production models and had retro features such as steel wheels and an old-school grille. It was available with a hard-top or station-wagon body. The next was the Adventure Edition, which had a roof rack, raised intake and, on the 90 version, a power increase. Finally, there was the Autobiography Edition, which had a two-tone paint scheme, a luxurious interior and an equally luxurious £60K-plus price tag. Like the Adventure Edition, it had also had a power increase. All were limited edition, and all were quickly oversubscribed.


On 29 January 2016, the last Defender was made at Solihull. With light green paint and a canvas roof, it was a fitting, modern interpretation of the original Pre-Production vehicle HUE166. In order to mark its significance, it received the special number plate of H166HUE. The vehicle in question was a Defender 90, based on the latest Heritage Edition. Its canvas roof was tied down by hood cleats that were exactly the same design as those used on the very first Land Rover. Around 700 past and present employees were in attendance when it rolled off the production line and the vehicle is still owned today by Jaguar Land Rover.


To celebrate 70 years of Land Rover, the company bought back a number of 90 and 110 Defenders and created the 70th Edition Works V8. Technically, this should be considered a conversion rather than a production model. The original 2.2-litre Puma engine and 6-speed gearbox were removed and in their place were fitted a 5-litre V8 petrol engine and an 8-speed automatic gearbox.


Following on from the success of the Land Rover Works V8, Land Rover introduced the Works V8 Trophy. With the same V8 powertrain seen in the previous Works Defender, the Trophy took its inspiration from the Camel Trophy Defenders of the 1980s and 1990s and was available with either the 90 or 110 wheelbase. V8 Trophy owners were buying more than just the vehicle. The £195,000 starting price also included a three-day adventure at Eastnor Castle in Herefordshire, where they would get a chance to drive their new vehicle on the challenging trails and terrain. Inside, the Trophy came with the equipment that an owner would expect from a modern vehicle, including the Land Rover Works infotainment systems, satellite navigation and other connectivity features. Only 25 vehicles would be made, and all were sold within days of the vehicle being announced.


Following the success of the Trophy, a Trophy II was produced, as well as the Islay edition, which was inspired by Maurice Wilks’ own Series II. All featured the same V8 engine and 8-speed automatic gearbox.




THE 2020 DEFENDER


After production of the Defender stopped, in 2016, media channels were alive with news and gossip about its replacement. Land Rover had tried to replace the Defender several times before – with the Challenger, LCV and DC100, among others – but the first proper signs of a replacement came about when a shortened Range Rover Sport was spotted in testing. Later, there were various sightings of camouflaged models until finally, on 10 September 2019, the new Defender was formally launched at the Frankfurt Motor Show. Both 90 and 110 versions were shown, although the names no longer referenced the wheelbases as both were longer than their predecessors. Rather than produce a basic no-frills replacement, Land Rover decided to move the vehicle more upmarket. The military contracts were long gone and many farmers had moved away from the Defender, buying four-door pickups such as the Ford Ranger or Toyota Hilux instead. Recent sales had increasingly been made to people who used the vehicle as a lifestyle choice and aftermarket businesses such as Kahn or Twisted were benefiting from a growing market for a more comfortable Defender. Gone were the live axles under a ladder chassis. They had been replaced by a modern monocoque with independent suspension, which was air adjustable. This was standard on the 110 and optional on the 90. Although this move upset many diehard fans, it was a marketing success, with 57 per cent of Land Rover’s sales being attributed to the new model.




At launch four engine options were made available: two different 4-cylinder 2-litre diesels with 200PS or 240PS power outputs, a 2-litre petrol engine with 300PS, and, at the top of the range, a 3-litre in-line 6-cylinder petrol engine, with mild hybrid technology. The latter was available only on the Defender X (at least in the UK market), which had an eye-watering £80K price tag. Trim levels were similar to other Land Rover products with basic, S, SE and HSE. A special first-edition model was also offered, which would be on sale for the first year only.


All the engine options were mated to an 8-speed ZF automatic gearbox and 2-speed transfer box offering high and low ratios. Terrain Response came as standard and for the first time featured a wading setting. Terrain Response 2 with configurable settings and a locking rear differential were available as options. Standard (at least initially on the 110) was a full 360-degree camera system including a see-through bonnet feature that enabled the driver to see where the front wheels were when tackling tough terrain. Another option – and another link to the past – was the front-row middle seat. When this option was selected, it came with a rear-view mirror that used a camera so that the driver could still see what was behind them rather than just the passenger’s head. The interior of the new Defender was made from durable materials. Instead of luxurious carpets, it had rubber flooring and a flat floor so that it could be washed out. The design of the dashboard took its inspiration from Land Rovers of old.


This new Defender featured Land Rover’s new Pivi Pro system, which controlled all aspects of the vehicle. This was accessed through the central panel and was operated in the same way as any tablet, with icons and menus. The system was always connected to the internet, enabling vehicle software updates to be done automatically without a trip to the local dealer. As a family lifestyle vehicle, the new Defender ticked a lot of boxes. Multiple USB sockets were placed around the vehicle to ensure power was available for all the passengers’ gadgets. A third-row seating option was also available giving what Land Rover called 5+2 seating, but these were very cramped and suitable for small children only.
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Prototype 110 Station Wagon pictured at a VIP viewing of the new Defender. Although the design is new, there are nods to the old Defenders. The bonnet mimics the bulge found on the later Puma models, and the wheel arches are available in black, to resemble the flexible ‘eyebrows’ found on the original One Ten. This vehicle is also fitted with the optional snorkel. While this does not improve on the standard vehicle’s 900mm wading depth, it does help the vehicle breathe cleaner air when driving in dusty conditions. Hidden in the front bumper behind the optional A frame is a winch. After more than 1.2 million kilometres of testing, Land Rover claims that the new Defender is the toughest vehicle it has ever made.
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The barrel sides on the new Defender reflect another styling cue from the old Land Rover, first introduced on the Series II in 1958. The ladder folds down to give access to the roof rack.
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This one-off prototype shows what the 90 Commercials would look like. The wheels were 18” steel items, a throwback to the basic steel wheels that had been on Land Rovers since 1948, and there were Alpine roof windows at the rear. The Commercials variants were launched under the Hard-Top name, linking them to the Commercials of old. The signwriting was a tribute to Maurice and Spencer Wilks, the creators of the original Land Rover concept.
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The first 110 on show at a local dealership during an invitation-only one-day event for prospective customers.
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The grab handles and recessed dashboard of the 110’s interior were a nod to the styling of the Land Rover Ninetys and One Tens of old. The magnesium bar with Defender lettering was structural to the vehicle, and there was exposed bolting on the centre console.
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The author’s own Defender making a splash at a Yorkshire ford. This vehicle was the first customer car delivered from the local dealership and was one of the first production Defenders to be built.
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With-off road tyres and an aftermarket matt green wrap, this Defender looks epic.
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A Defender First Edition in a dealership car park, recently delivered and awaiting preparation for its new owner. Available for the first year only, the First Edition could be identified by its unique badging. The rear door was side-opening and came with hydraulic assistance due to its weight. The rear-mounted spare tyre was another reference to the Defender’s past. Despite appearances, the Signature panel on the side with the Land Rover logo did not obstruct the view for the rear passengers.
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With its retro blue bodywork and contrasting white roof, the 90 Hard Top had a clear link with its predecessors.
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The satin finish looked great on the Carpathian Edition V8, especially with the rear quad exhausts.
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This 007 edition was spotted at the local dealership. The special ‘Defender 007’ badge on the rear door was quite discreet.
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One of the actual Defenders used in the Bond movie No Time to Die, with front-mounted winch and Russian number plate. The dents were real, but the mud was fake. As production had not begun when the film was being shot, Pre-Production vehicles were used. As it happened, one of the vehicles supplied for the film was Chassis Number 007.
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With an additional 350mm of rear overhang, the 130 is a large vehicle indeed.
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Access to the third row of seats of the Defender 130 was via the rear doors, with the middle row of seats being moved forward.








Much had been written about the monocoque chassis of the new Defender being the strongest ever produced by Land Rover. The trailer for the James Bond film No Time to Die had demonstrated that the vehicle could take a lot of punishment, showing it doing big jumps and even a roll-over. Only a roll cage and safety seats were added to these otherwise standard vehicles. The signature body-coloured side panels on the 110 hid large structural pillars and helped give the Defender its high dynamic roof-load rating.


Announced shortly after the launch, the Commercial variant was called a Hard Top, resurrecting the name from the previous Defenders. Available in both three-door 90 and five-door 110 body styles, it was available as a two- or three-seater.


Less than a year after the initial launch, Land Rover revised the engine line-up. Gone were the 4-cylinder 2-litre diesels, replaced by 3-litre 6-cylinder versions with mild hybrid technology. The D200 name remained for the lower-output version, but the D240 was replaced by the D250, with a higher power output. Both versions also gained an increase in torque. The P300 and P400 variants remained, but a plug-in hybrid version was introduced for the first time in a Defender. Called the P400e, it featured a 4-cylinder petrol engine up front. When combined with the electric motor, the hybrid produced a total power output of 404PS and its range was 27 miles (43km) on battery power alone. When used with the petrol engine, it was capable of going from 0 to 60mph in 5.6 seconds – not bad for a vehicle with green credentials.
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In 2023 Land Rover celebrated its 75th anniversary. Special editions of the 90 and 110 were produced, featuring unique green paintwork and matching colour-coded wheels, paying homage to the original colour of HUE166 and the subsequent 2015 Heritage Editions. This Defender 90 example was spotted at the local dealership awaiting collection by its new owner.








As part of the 22MY updates, Land Rover finally announced the V8. Stopping short of calling it SVR or SVX, it gave the new Defender the 5-litre 525PS normally aspirated V8. The main giveaways (other than an awesome noise) were the quad exhaust pipes and blue brake calipers. A special-edition V8 called the Carpathian came in an attractive grey hue and featured the satin protective wrap that was optional on the lower-specification variants. Both the standard V8 and the Carpathian editions were available with both the three- and five-door body styles and featured black contrast bonnet and tail door. The V8s were now costing over £100,000, taking the Defender further away from its original roots. If the 22in wheels were selected, the Defender 90 could hit 149mph (240km/h) and arrive at 60mph (97km/h) in 4.9 seconds. Impressive performance indeed for the world’s best off-road vehicle. With the adaptive dynamics of the vehicles now being able to be changed by the driver, it was possible to actually drift a Defender V8.


The second V8 special edition came courtesy of the Defender’s role in the 25th James Bond movie No Time to Die. Called the Defender V8 Bond edition, it had black bodywork matching that of the film vehicles and unique badging featuring the 007 logo. With only 300 available, this was a vehicle that did not stay in the showrooms long, and high mark-ups were seen on the list price.


In 2022, Land Rover launched the Defender 130. While this had the same wheelbase as the 110 model, the rear overhang was larger. This meant that it was a full eight-seater with 2+3+3 seating configuration. The engines were the P300 and P400, and the D300, all featuring the proven MHEV technology that had been introduced several years previously on other models. At the time of launch no V8 or plug-in hybrid options were available. In keeping with the other Defenders, the trim levels were HSE, X-Dynamic, X-Dynamic HSE and X. A first-edition model was also available in either white, Sedona Red (launched with the 130) or Carpathian Grey.


The 130 was marketed from the start as a luxury vehicle and had a price tag to match. The larger touch screen from the V8 (optional on other models) was standard, as was a panoramic roof, with additional sunroof above the third-row seating to give the interior a light and airy feel. While the 90 and 110 models could now be specified with steel springs, the 130 was supplied with air suspension only and came with Adaptive Dynamics. One thing to note, though, was the towing capacity, which was reduced to 3,000kg, whereas the 90 and 110 were capable of 3,500kg.


On 30 April 2023, it was 75 years since Land Rover’s launch of the original vehicle at the Amsterdam motor show. To celebrate this milestone, Defender 75th Limited Editions were produced for both the 90 and 110 models. Available only in Grasmere Green paint, they featured colour-matched 20in 5-spoke wheels. Based on the HSE model, the 75th Edition had either a folding fabric roof or panoramic roof, while engine wise it was available with the P400e or D300 MHEV powertrain.


Two new variants of the Defender 130 were announced in 2023, for the 24MY. The V8 was made available for the first time, although, unlike the version found in the 90 and 110, it was tuned to give only 500PS. This was sufficient to give a 0 to 62mph (100km/h) time of 5.7 seconds. Available only in black or grey, it had the same quad exhausts as the 90 and 110s and rode on 22in satin alloys. The second version was called the 130 Outbound. This was available only as a five-seater, which allowed for a more cavernous rear load space. The Outbound was available with either 20in or 22in wheels and was aimed at those who like to use their Defenders for more active hobbies. For the Outbound models only the P400 and D300 engines were made available. Also seen in 2023 for the first time were spy photographs of the forthcoming performance variant of the Defender. Called the OCTA, it features a forced induction V8, rumoured to be the 4.4-litre V8 that had already made its debut in the Range Rover and Range Rover Sport.




CHAPTER 3


The Range Rovers: 1969 to Date



THE VELARS


During 1967, Land Rover started work on a 100in Station Wagon. Between 1967 and 1969 seven prototype vehicles were made, of which only two survive today, and the next 27 vehicles were Pre-Production. Made on the production line, they were badged as Velars instead of Range Rovers. At the time, this was done to deflect too much interest from the public, but it would prove to be a name that Land Rover would reprise many years later, in 2017. The first two prototypes looked slightly different although they were still unmistakably Range Rover, but it was the third prototype that would provide the styling that was carried forward.




The vehicles were very different from the Land Rovers of the day as they featured long-travel coil suspension, which gave greater comfort on the road and tremendous wheel articulation off it. All the vehicles had the 3.5-litre Rover V8 engine that had appeared in the Rover cars the previous year, giving the Range Rover the power it deserved. The drive was permanent 4WD with a 4-speed manual gearbox and a 2-speed transfer box with a locking centre differential. Over the next several decades the Range Rover would evolve and, like the Land Rover, become a range of vehicles rather than just a single model.


Several of the Pre-Production Range Rovers were converted in the early days. The second vehicle off the production line became a six-wheeled Carmichael fire engine and served for many years in this guise. Chassis number 10 was modified to become an ambulance with an extended wheelbase of 110in, and chassis number 25 was initially used as a van prototype before being modified into a long-wheelbase station wagon by Spencer Abbott. Unfortunately, this conversion failed to stand the test of time and the Range Rover was restored back to its Pre-Production specification. However, the specialist parts were saved and used to restore another Spencer Abbott conversion.
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Chassis Number 100/6 is the oldest Range Rover known to exist. This vehicle was used for hot-weather trials in the Sahara Desert in late 1969. It was later rolled during further testing in 1970 and had a new body shell fitted.
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100/6 has now been restored, with the addition of badges designating it as a ‘A Land Rover Product’.
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YVB151H was the first Range Rover Pre-Production chassis, although it was the third vehicle off the production line. It was sold by an independent Land Rover dealer in 2015 to a private collector, before being bought back by Land Rover. The first Range Rover off the production line was actually Chassis Number 003, because the marketing department required a blue example for the publicity photographs.
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YVB166H Chassis Number 23 was made famous when, in 1971, it entered and won the first Welsh Hill Rally, with Land Rover’s own Roger Crathorne (who later bought it) behind the wheel. Even after restoration, it retained its original badging and numbers from that hill rally.










RANGE ROVER CLASSIC


Land Rover produced the two-door Range Rover for the next seventeen years. For certain customers a less luxurious fleet-line version was available as well as utilitarian versions in certain countries. In 1981 the two-door Range Rover spawned Land Rover’s first-ever special edition, the result of a collaboration with the legendary fashion magazine Vogue. The Range Rover In Vogue came with a picnic hamper and cool box, and introduced the Vogue name to the stable.
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A well-presented two-door Range Rover looking fantastic, complete with period spotlights under the bumper.
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On the earliest Range Rovers, the rear number plate was mounted on a hinged frame that meant that it was visible even when the tailgate was open. Note the ‘By Land Rover’ badge on the tailgate.










[image: image]




The brands Range Rover and Vogue were brought together for the first time in 1981, when this special edition model was created to be used by the fashion magazine in a photo shoot. The Range Rover In Vogue’s paintwork was a unique shade of blue with pinstriping, and it came with its own picnic hamper.
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Many In Vogue hampers became separated from the vehicles over time. They now sell for a small fortune when they do come on the market.
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In 1990 the two-door Range Rover made a swansong appearance to honour its creator Charles Spencer King. Featuring the 3.9-litre EFi V8 engine and available with either manual or automatic transmission, only 200 of these very special editions were ever made. All were painted black and featured unique ‘CSK’ graphics.
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This early four-door sports the triple-spoke alloy wheels that came with the Vogue models. The exposed door hinges are visible between the front wing and the front door.
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As the Range Rover evolved, the hinges became hidden. The front spoiler that was used on the 1986 Vogue models is just visible.
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The turbo diesel Range Rover entered the history books when it broke a number of world speed records, including the first production diesel to average 100mph for 24 hours. Mechanically, the vehicle was standard, but a roll cage had been added for driver safety. Also modified was the fuel tank, which was substantially bigger and had twin fillers in the rear tailgate.
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Looking pristine in the sunshine, a fine example of a Range Rover fitted with the TWR body kit, which was an optional extra. All genuine Brooklands versions were painted in the same green hue. This vehicle has a non-standard grille with integral spotlights, and also features the specially designed TWR alloy wheels.
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A very rare Range Rover Classic 25th Anniversary Edition on display at Gaydon. These variants were all painted in the same blue metallic paint and featured the TWR-style alloys. The front and rear bumpers were chrome, and all had a unique ‘25th Anniversary Edition’ badge on the front wing. The last Range Rover made was a 25th Anniversary Edition; it is now a museum piece.








After the introduction of a four-door Range Rover, the two-door began to be seen as the poor relation, especially as the range moved further and further upmarket. Two-door examples became the off-road toys of choice due to their capability and cheap prices. Many were hacked up and broken, so a well-presented early two-door Range Rover is seen as a collector’s item today, and prices are starting to reflect this.


Land Rover’s next attempt at a special edition was the Olympic, introduced in 1986 to mark Birmingham’s bid for the Olympic Games. The three vehicles that were made were sporty two-door Range Rovers fitted with a prototype 3.9-litre V8 with a 5-speed manual gearbox. Although they never made it into production, they did inspire the CSK several years later.


Introduced in 1981, the four-door Range Rover quickly started taking sales from the two-door. By 1987, the two-door had been generally discontinued, although some were still available in certain markets for a while longer. Over the next fifteen years various changes occurred as the Range Rover evolved. Automatic gearboxes were first officially offered as an option in 1982 although an aftermarket company called Schuler had been offering conversions prior to this. (Interestingly, Schuler was transformed later into Overfinch, a company that became famous for its Range Rover conversions; see Chapter 6 for more on this.) The V8 petrol engine gained fuel injection in October 1985, giving it 165bhp, but the real headline came in 1987 when a diesel version was offered, badged the Turbo D. Land Rover first used an Italian VM 2.4-litre turbo diesel, which could have been considered underpowered in comparison with the V8. After a well-known TV car show gave the vehicle a terrible review, Land Rover decided to act. They took a standard turbo diesel and went and broke several world records for a diesel car, including the coveted accolade of being the first production diesel power car to achieve an average above 100mph for 24 hours. Called Beaver Bullet, the vehicle stills exists today, as part of the Dunsfold Collection.
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Vogue LSE from the last year of the model. It featured different alloy wheels and had the body kit as standard. The extra 8in were accommodated in the rear by the extended rear door.








As the 1980s became the 1990s, the Range Rover continued its journey upmarket. Under the bonnet, the 3.5-litre V8 that had been the stalwart of all petrol Range Rovers since the start was enlarged to 3.9 litres, bringing a healthy boost to performance. The diesel engine was also enlarged, to 2.5 litres. For the time being it was still supplied by VM, but in 1993 it was replaced by the in-house 200 Tdi that had been launched with the Land Rover Discovery. As safety technology began to improve in the industry, Land Rover was working hard to keep up and soon the Range Rover was benefiting from ABS – no mean feat on such a large 4x4 vehicle. In 1992 the Range Rover also became available with a body kit developed by TWR Racing. This kit spawned the special edition Range Rover Brooklands, the only 100in Range Rover to feature it as standard.


The Range Rover was targeting such rivals as the S Class Mercedes Benz, but a rethink was needed if Land Rover were to be serious about the chauffeur-driven market. The solution was a longer version called the Vogue LSE. Introduced in 1993, it had several features that were not available on the standard Range Rover, including 8in of extra leg room in the rear, thanks to its 108in wheelbase. The smooth ride came courtesy of an all-new air ride suspension set-up, which offered several different ride heights depending on what the vehicle was doing. It could be dropped 60mm to allow easy access for its passengers and would then revert to standard height once it was moving. At 50mph (80km/h), it would automatically lower by 20mm for better aerodynamics and stability. When in off-road settings, the height would increase by 40mm for better clearance. If the vehicle was to become beached, the system had an extra height setting in reserve to allow it to be reversed off the obstacle. This air suspension later became available on the standard-wheelbase models.


The final unique feature of the LSE was its engine. To ensure the extra weight did not have a negative impact on performance the engine was increased to 4.2 litres, making the LSE the most powerful production Range Rover Classic produced. Although the 4.2-litre engine was never officially offered in the standard-wheelbase Range Rover, it was possible to order one as part of the Autobiography scheme that was introduced in 1994. The 300 Tdi diesel engine replaced the 200 Tdi engine in the final makeover of the Range Rover. Airbags were also introduced along with a newer, more modern dashboard. These later vehicles are referred to as soft dash versions.


Although the days of the first-generation Range Rover were numbered, it retained a strong following. When the second-generation P38a Range Rover was introduced, in 1994, the original Range Rover continued production for several more years, only ceasing in 1996. These last Range Rovers were known as Range Rover Classics and were badged as such. To mark 25 years of the Range Rover, in 1995, a special 25th anniversary edition was made with unique badging.


Over 25 years the Range Rover had changed the world of luxury 4x4 vehicles and was the benchmark that others had to follow. Anyone who wanted a luxury 4x4 would buy a Range Rover. It was as simple as that.




RANGE ROVER P38A


The P38a was Land Rover’s ‘difficult second album’. The conundrum was how to replace an icon that had been around for over 25 years, and was so beloved that it had stayed in production even after the new model had been introduced. The solution was to introduce a vehicle that once again moved the Range Rover upmarket. Initially, the styling of the new model was met with some criticism – some compared it to a Metro taxi cab, for example – but its refinement in comparison with its older sibling was hard to ignore. While it was still lacking when compared to the luxury saloons with which it was competing, the Range Rover was still number one when it came to luxury SUVs.




The P38a was available with three engine choices and three levels of trim. The petrol engines were an evolution of the traditional V8 and came with the capacities of 4.0 and 4.6 litres. The diesel option came from a BMW-sourced in-line 6-cylinder with a capacity of 2.5 litres. Both automatic and manual gearboxes were available on the two smaller engines but the larger V8 was automatic only. The trims were classed as entry level, SE and HSE. Unlike the Range Rover Classic, all the P38a Range Rovers came with a derivative of the air suspension that had first been launched on the LSE model.


As the flagship model for the Rover group, the P38a was priced accordingly. The vehicle took the next step up when, in 1997, the Autobiography limited-edition version was launched. Large 18in alloy wheels, coach-lined bodywork and a more luxurious interior showed that this was a vehicle for owners with deep pockets and a sense of taste. Several specials were made of the P38a, but the pinnacle was the super-rare Linley edition. After leaving the production line each Linley vehicle went to Land Rover’s Special Vehicle Operation, to be subjected to over 100 hours of additional work. Just six of these very special vehicles were ever made and when launched the asking price was £100,000.


With the new millennium, the fate of the P38a was clear. Land Rover was now owned by BMW and an all-new Ranger Rover was already in development. The P38a was to be the last Range Rover to feature a ladder chassis with separate body, as the required improvements in handling and refinement would drive the vehicle towards a monocoque architecture. Today the P38a has a poor reputation for reliability due, in main, to the complex electronics, which can be tricky and expensive to fix when problems arise. However, it allows a brave enthusiast to enjoy Range Rover ownership for a relatively small initial investment.
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Looking slightly bare in de-badged form and with its camouflage covering fitted, Pre-Production Range Rover Chassis Number 35 is the oldest surviving Range Rover P38a. Now part of the Dunsfold Collection, it was never registered. Painted in a silver-grey hue, it is a top-of-the-line HSE model but has a 4.5-litre V8 rather than the production 4.6-litre. The trim is non-matching, suggesting it was an assessment vehicle for interior trim.
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This Pre-Production 4.6-litre HSE variant P38a was one of the pre-launch press vehicles and was featured in both Land Rover Owner and Car magazines. Most factory vehicles had a CVC registration number but a few, like this example, featured a L**RGL number plate. It was spotted on a show stand for the CVC register.
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Even to this day, the Linley edition is one of the rarest Range Rovers ever produced. Named after the late Queen Elizabeth II’s nephew Viscount David Linley, it was designed to be the perfect city Range Rover. Every example came with the same black exterior colour and black interior trim, 18in wheels and shadow chrome with black highlights. The Linley can be identified by the unique badge on the tailgate.
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Despite its status as a luxury vehicle, the P38a was still able to perform very well off-road, just like its predecessor. This example was spotted competing in a trial. Note the wheel articulation at the rear.
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One of the last P38as to be built. Part of Land Rover’s own collection, it was spotted at the famous Land Rover Jungle track at Solihull.
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The Land Rover Autobiography programme allowed customers to have a vehicle finished to suit their personal taste. The six-door limousine was a concept vehicle that never took off, so this example remains a one-off. Having played a part in the 1999 Bond movie The World Is Not Enough, it is now part of the Dunsfold Collection.










RANGE ROVER L322


Introduced in late 2001, the L322 represented a step change for the Range Rover. Gone were the ladder chassis and live axles of the previous incarnations, replaced by a monocoque body and independent air suspension. Wheel articulation was still good, but it was no match for the previous versions. It did, however, ride better on the road, which was where most examples would be driven. When this version was off-roading, wheels could be seen hanging in the air, being held in place by the stiff bodywork. When a lifted wheel would start to spin the power out, electronics would take over and apply the brakes to the spinning wheel thus transferring torque to the wheels that needed it the most. This system, known as Terrain Response, would be the key to all modern Land Rovers and Range Rovers going forward. The driver had simply to tell the vehicle the surface they were driving on and leave the computers to do the rest.




The L322 was initially launched with a 3.0-litre BMW in-line 6-cylinder turbo diesel (TD6) and a 4.4-litre V8 petrol. All models were now automatic only. The names of the trim levels remained as SE, HSE and Vogue, with the Autobiography scheme joining the range later in the year.


The vehicle had been designed and developed while the company was under BMW ownership, but it was launched under the Ford umbrella. In 2005 the BMW 4.4-litre V8 was replaced by a Jaguar unit of the same displacement, as well as a new option – the 4.2-litre supercharged Jaguar engine, which brought performance that could rival that of a hot hatchback. Around the same time the original 5-speed gearbox was also replaced, this time by a 6-speed automatic.
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Probably the oldest surviving Range Rover L322, this prototype was used by Land Rover for off-road testing. Photographs also exist of it being driven at Land Rover’s proving ground at Eastnor Castle. It featured the 4.4-litre V8 petrol engine and a 5-speed automatic gearbox and, despite its bulk, is instantly recognisable as a Range Rover. The shark-gill styling on the front wings was a notable addition, but the classic clam-shell bonnet remained. The original photographs showed masking around the headlights, used to conceal the design, but these have since been removed.
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In 2006 the L322 had the first of its facelifts. The lights were changed, and the design of the grille became a bit more ‘bling’. The bumpers were remodelled to give them a sharper look, and the shark fins in the front wings were also restyled.
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The restyled L322, shown here in TDV8 Vogue SE guise, retained the split rear tailgate that has been a key feature of all Range Rovers since 1970. This item is unique to the proper Range Rovers, as it has yet to be seen on any of the derivatives, such as the Sport, Evoque and Velar. The rear lights on this Vogue SE featured on the last of the L332 facelifts, which occurred in 2010.
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The 2010 L332 facelift brought a tidier front end, with smaller foglights and a silver strip being added to the bumper.








In 2006 the BMW turbo diesel was dropped, and an all-new V8 turbo diesel called the TDV8 was introduced. For the first time in the history of the Range Rover, it was possible to have either a petrol or a diesel V8. As the years progressed the Range Rover continued to evolve. The next major change was in 2009 when the old Jaguar V8 petrol engines were replaced by an all-new 5-litre V8, which could be had in both naturally aspirated and supercharged guise. The supercharged form produced over 500bhp, an amount of power that might rival that of a supercar. The next facelift came in 2010, when the lights, grille and bumpers were changed again.


For the 2011 model year Land Rover dropped the 3.6-litre TDV8 and introduced the 4.4-litre TDV8. This came with a change of gearbox too, with the old 6-speed box being replaced by an all-new 8-speed (although the petrol V8 engine options kept the 6-speed). The model continued until 2013, when the all-new L405 was launched.
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While not many owners would subject their pride and joy to such a mud bath, it was good to know the Range Rover was still class-leading off-road.
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The 500,000th Range Rover to be built was driven off the production line by England footballer David Seaman. He liked the vehicle so much he bought it.










RANGE ROVER L405


Announced in September 2012, the 2013 Range Rover was about to enter its fourth generation. The headline technical figure at launch was the weight-saving aluminium architecture, which meant that the new Range Rover was 420kg lighter than its predecessor. It was still the king of off-road-ers as well, thanks to the latest iteration of Terrain Response and a 900mm (35in) wading depth. At launch there were four different powertrain options available: either a 3-litre V6 (TDV6) or 4.4-litre V8 (SDV8) turbo diesel or a very potent V8 petrol engine with or without a supercharger. All drove the wheels via an 8-speed automatic gearbox and 2-speed transfer box.




As might be expected from a Range Rover, the interior was class-leading, allowing the new model to hold its head up high and still claim to be the most luxurious SUV on the market. Clever electronic aids such as Adaptive Dynamics and Active Lean Control ensured that when it was pushed hard on the road it would remain composed and refined. Because of the size of the vehicle, it might be difficult to park, but one available option was Park Assist, which made it clever enough to insert itself into a space. This was the first Land Rover vehicle to have this feature.
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