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FOREWORD


Kangaroo Island, the third largest island off mainland Australia, covers a little over 440 000 ha. The island is promoted as a wildlife haven, in part because extensive areas of native vegetation remain, particularly along the southern coast and western end of the island, and because there are no rabbits or foxes on the island. Unlike the mainland the native vegetation is often dense and thus many of the birds are not readily seen. As a consequence mammals, like Australian Sealions, New Zealand Fur Seals, Western Grey Kangaroos, Tammar Wallabies and the introduced Koala, are the focus of most wildlife experiences. The birds are bonuses to those programs.


The avifauna of Kangaroo Island is impoverished and eclectic: impoverished in the sense that species are missing, particularly from the woodlands of the island; eclectic in the sense of the current mix of species of different origins. Kangaroo Island was last connected to the mainland about 10 000 years ago. Despite the relatively recent land connection, a suite of largely woodland birds are absent from the island. These include species like treecreepers, sittellas and shriketits, but also some of the parrots including Red-rumped Parrot, thornbills like the Yellow-rumped and Buff-rumped Thornbill and several flycatchers (Hooded Robin and Jacky Winter). But the avifauna of the island has been enriched by introductions and expansions of widespread species. During the first half of the 20th century a range of bird species and other fauna (Koala, Platypus) were introduced to the island because of concerns for their conservation on the mainland. Now Kangaroo Island has populations of Brushturkeys and Gang-gang Cockatoos, albeit small ones, as well as Laughing Kookaburras and a substantially enhanced breeding population of Cape Barren Geese.
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Billabong, Cygnet Park, Kangaroo Island Lydia Paton


For those familiar with the Mt Lofty region on the adjacent mainland, species of birds that are declining or no longer seen in that region can be seen in reasonable abundances on Kangaroo Island still. Amongst these are the Bush Stone-curlew and Glossy Black Cockatoo, both extinct on the adjacent mainland, as well as Restless Flycatcher, Scarlet Robin and Beautiful Firetail. A trip to Kangaroo Island reminds us of what has been and is being lost from the adjacent Mt Lofty region. Vegetation clearance across the eastern half of the island, mostly since the late 1940s, has changed the habitats and various woodland bird species are likely to decline on the island in the future. But equally those changes in habitat have provided opportunities for other native species like Bush Stone-curlew, ibis, Little Raven and magpies as well as some species of quails and larks. Other introduced species have found developed parts of the island suitable including Spotted Dove, Common Starling, Eurasian Skylark and House Sparrow.


Despite the relatively short distance of 14 km between island and mainland, and observations that many of the birds detected on the island are seasonal visitors, many of the woodland and heathland birds on the island do not leave. Some of these now differ slightly in plumage and body proportions from their mainland counterparts, and are considered subspecies. As such there is a need to describe the plumages and traits of the avifauna of Kangaroo Island. This book does just that but adds details of behaviour and historical context to those descriptions to help both inexperienced and experienced birdwatchers to appreciate this island’s avifauna.


DAVID PATON, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF ADELAIDE
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Beautiful Firetails Lynn Pedler
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Black Swans on Lashmar’s Lagoon, Lashmar Conservation Park Quentin Chester
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Chapman River, Lashmar Conservation Park, Kangaroo Island Quentin Chester
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Cape Barren Geese, Flinders Chase National Park, Kangaroo Island Lydia Paton




INTRODUCTION


Kangaroo Island, an area of outstanding natural beauty, has suffered less than mainland South Australia (SA) from the impact of European development due to its isolation. Today Kangaroo Island still possesses a richness of flora and fauna seldom found in other parts of South Australia. Substantial tracts of bushland still remain undisturbed and free from the ravages of rabbits and foxes and continue to support an abundance of wildlife.


The avifauna of Kangaroo Island is rich and varied. This field guide lists a total of 267 species of birds of which only one, the dwarf Kangaroo Island Emu, is now extinct; however, several species (Sooty Tern; Little Lorikeet; Regent Honeyeater) are extinct at a local (KI) level. Generally, species’ populations have mostly remained quite high, with only one, the Glossy Black Cockatoo, being locally rare and endangered (and now extinct on the South Australian mainland). The importance of Kangaroo Island to bird conservation in this state is clearly demonstrated by those species which have declined dramatically on the South Australian mainland but still continue to be quite secure on Kangaroo Island (KI). They include the Bush Stone-curlew, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, Southern Emu-wren, Shy Heathwren, Beautiful Firetail and Western Whipbird. The island’s role in the future survival of the Glossy Black Cockatoo in South Australia is vital and of the utmost importance.


An Annotated List of the Birds of Kangaroo Island (Baxter 1995), which described 252 species, is somewhat outdated, in need of revision and out of print. This field guide is intended as a replacement for that publication and all previous lists. An additional seventeen species are included in the current work, namely Wild Turkey, Northern Rockhopper Penguin, Mottled Petrel, Sooty Shearwater, South Georgia Diving Petrel, Great Knot, Arctic Tern, Antarctic Tern, White-winged Tern, Musk Lorikeet, Little Lorikeet, Blue-winged Parrot, Orange Chat, White-winged Triller, Rufous Whistler, Olive-backed Oriole and Red-capped Robin. Emu and Sooty Albatross have been omitted from this guide. The last mainland Emu died at Flinders Chase NP during the late 1990s. Sooty Albatross has never been sighted from land nor have there been any beach-washed specimens.


Little Lorikeet is included as an historical record; its earlier occurrence on KI was recognized and substantiated by Horton and Black (2006) and Baxter and Horton (2008). Along with the dwarf KI Emu, Sooty Tern and Regent Honeyeater, they constitute the only four species/subspecies known to have become extinct on KI since the island’s discovery by Captain Matthew Flinders in 1802. Sooty Tern, Little Lorikeet and Regent Honeyeater are still extant on the Australian mainland. These four locally extinct species/subspecies are included in the main text of this field guide in order to compile a complete list/coverage of all bird species known to have occurred on KI since the advent of Europeans.


Of the seventeen new inclusions, it is expected that most will remain as rare vagrants on KI. The six seabirds, Northern Rockhopper Penguin, Arctic Tern, Antarctic Tern, Sooty Shearwater, Mottled Petrel and South Georgia Diving Petrel, are pelagic species very rarely observed inside the continental shelf of southern Australia. The latter three species are only known from single beach-washed specimens. Of the three migratory species, Great Knot is now a reasonably regular spring-summer visitor since it was first sighted in February 2008; it is surprising that it took so long to be discovered on KI and it is expected to be seen again; White-winged Tern is a rare spring-summer visitor to SA and its occurrence on KI is expected to be similar; Blue-winged Parrot is a winter migrant from Tasmania to Southern Australia; it is quite easily overlooked amongst other Neophema parrots and may have been missed in the past; it is moderately common on the adjacent mainland during winter and it will most likely occur again. Cockatiel, Orange Chat, White-winged Triller and Red-capped Robin are not typical residents of the mainland avifauna directly adjacent to KI and are much more likely to be encountered in drier habitats of SA. The Olive-backed Oriole is a rare visitor to the Adelaide/Mount Lofty Ranges area from eastern Australia and its occurrence on KI is expected to be the same.


With regard to the Rufous Whistler, it would not surprise if more diligent searching of the Dudley Peninsula mallee during spring-summer, particularly in the vicinity of Rocky Point (where birds were reported), results in further sightings of this species. It is a moderately common spring-summer visitor to the nearby mainland and, when calling, its powerful, distinctive whistle is easily heard. The introduced Wild Turkey, a long-time resident of farmyards and surrounds, has recently established several free-ranging feral/semi-feral populations. Finally, the Musk Lorikeet is a common resident/nomad on the adjacent SA mainland and, judging by its spasmodic occurrence on KI in recent years, it is expected that it will visit again (and possibly may stay permanently) sometime in the future.


A number of species were omitted from Baxter (1995) due to being unconfirmed observations in need of further substantiation. They included the Little Buttonquail, Musk Lorikeet, Eastern Rosella, Slender-billed Thornbill, Yellow-rumped Thornbill, Hooded Robin, White-browed Babbler, Rufous Whistler, Crested Bellbird and Diamond Firetail. Two of these species, the Musk Lorikeet and Rufous Whistler, have since been confirmed as positive sightings and are now included as new species on the KI bird list along with the fifteen species mentioned previously.


Scientific studies have shown that Hooded Dotterel, Eastern Osprey and White-bellied Sea Eagle have suffered declines in their breeding populations. These declines are mainly attributable to human-related disturbances to sensitive coastal breeding sites (Dennis and Masters 2006, Dennis and Baxter 2006a). It is imperative that conservation management recommendations stemming from those reports are implemented in the short and long term. Personal observations of resident Painted Buttonquail and Bassian Thrush suggest a decline in their numbers over the past twenty years; the same applies to Sharp-tailed Sandpiper and Curlew Sandpiper. The former two species have most likely declined due to widespread predation by feral cats; the two sandpipers migrate to Australia/KI from the Northern Hemisphere each spring-summer; it is generally accepted that their decline is mostly due to habitat loss along the SE Asian/Australasian Flyway. The ongoing reclamation of the Yellow Sea tidal flats has compromised the carrying capacity of this crucial feeding (‘refueling’) station/stop-over point; it is strategically located at approximately the midway point of the long and arduous journey to and from their Arctic tundra breeding grounds.


Brown Quail, Short-tailed Shearwater, White-faced Storm Petrel, Great Cormorant, Pacific Reef Heron, Australian Hobby, Rock Parrot, Elegant Parrot, Sacred Kingfisher, Horsfield’s Bush Lark and Fairy Martin are species whose breeding status on KI is poorly understood and requires further attention.


An unconfirmed observation of a single Yellow-faced Honeyeater at Reeves Point, on the northern outskirts of Kingscote on 2 January 2000, was the first report of this species on KI. Despite being included in the SAOA Bird Report 2000 (Rogers 2002) as a first record for KI, this observation is not accepted here due to lack of supporting evidence. The observers identified this species on call only and it is possible that they mistakenly heard the ‘chip-chip’ or ‘blip-blip’ calls of the similar sounding (and common resident) Brown-headed Honeyeater. All observers submitting lists including rare or new species for KI are obliged to substantiate their unusual sighting by submitting a detailed written description form (URRF - Unusual Record Report Form) to Birds SA and/or publishing a description of the observation in the South Australian Ornithologist or other appropriate scientific journal.
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Hooded Dotterels Quentin Chester
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Early morning, Duck Lagoon, Kangaroo Island Lydia Paton




The previous KI bird book (Baxter 1995) was in the form of an annotated list with an accompanying key. The key defined a series of letters and numbers that allowed the reader to interpret the code used after each bird’s name. This code gave valuable information in a condensed form and allowed additional comment on a variety of relevant points including significant sightings, behaviour, breeding status, favoured habitats and localities. It did not have colour photographs or colour illustrations for each species. Bird illustrations were simple ink sketches dotted throughout the book in order to make it more aesthetically pleasing. It was intended to be used in conjunction with a modern-day field guide (eg Pizzey and Knight) and when used together to provide the most effective and informative means of identifying KI birds at that time.


This field guide has extensive informative text accompanied by colour photographs. It is much more comprehensive than the previous publication, providing detailed physical descriptions of each species in company with relevant information on calls, behaviour, diet, habitat, breeding, status, abundance, distribution and likely locations. Photographs have been acquired from a number of sources and appear alongside the written text for each species. It is hoped that together they will enable the reader to successfully identify individual species.


It is my hope that this book will be a valuable field companion to all who choose to use it and that it will stimulate a greater interest, awareness and knowledge of KI birds. There is still a great deal to be learned; we have barely scratched the surface. I encourage all observers to share their experiences with others and to report their observations, including dead birds (eg beach-washed seabirds) to myself (cbaxterki@ gmail.com), a relevant wildlife authority such as SA National Parks and Wildlife KI, Birds SA or SA Museum. This will ensure that our knowledge of Kangaroo Island birds will continue to grow and the recorded information will then provide a valuable resource database upon which to base important conservation management decisions in the future.


Kindest Regards















ABBREVIATIONS





	Aust
	Australia/Australian




	BARC
	Birds Australia Rarities Committee




	BICP
	Busby Islet Conservation Park




	c
	approximately




	cm
	centimetre




	CGCP
	Cape Gantheaume Conservation Park




	CP
	Conservation Park




	DCP
	Dudley Conservation Park




	E
	east/eastern




	eg
	for example




	
et al.
	and others




	Ex
	Extinct




	FCNP
	Flinders Chase National Park




	GSP
	Greater Sand Plover




	ha
	hectare




	Hd
	Hundred (district)




	HQ
	headquarters




	IOC
	International Ornithological Committee




	KHCP
	Kelly Hill Conservation Park




	KI
	Kangaroo Island




	km
	kilometre




	kph
	kilometres per hour




	LaCP
	Lashmar Conservation Park




	LCP
	Lathami Conservation Park




	LSP
	Lesser Sand Plover




	m
	metre




	MLR
	Mount Lofty Ranges




	N
	north/northern




	NB
	note well




	NE
	north-east




	NGP
	Northern Giant Petrel




	NH
	Northern Hemisphere




	NP&W
	National Parks and Wildlife




	NPWS
	National Parks and Wildlife Service




	NSW
	New South Wales




	NT
	Northern Territory




	NW
	north-west




	NW River
	North-West River




	NZ
	New Zealand




	pers. comm.
	personal communication




	pers. obs.
	personal observation




	
PLCP
	Pelican Lagoon Conservation Park




	PPPR
	Private Property Permission Required




	Qld
	Queensland




	RAOU
	Royal Australasian Ornithologists Union/Birds Australia




	S
	south/southern




	SA
	South Australia




	SAM
	South Australian Museum




	SAOA
	South Australian Ornithological Association/Birds SA




	SE
	south-east




	SBCP
	Seal Bay Conservation Park




	SGP
	Southern Giant Petrel




	SH
	Southern Hemisphere




	one species
	two or more species




	SW
	south-west




	Tas
	Tasmania




	Vic
	Victoria




	W
	west/western




	WA
	Western Australia




	WRCP
	Western River Conservation Park




	*
	foreign species introduced to Australia




	+
	Australian species introduced to Kangaroo Island
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Sunset, Kangaroo Island Quentin Chester









KEY TO FAMILIES


NOMENCLATURE FOLLOWS INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL COMMITTEE (IOC) CHECKLIST OF WORLD/AUSTRALIAN BIRDS, VERSION 5.1


EMUS - DROMAIIDAE


Large flightless birds; in same order (Struthioniformes) as Southern Cassowary, Ostrich and the South American Rhea, collectively known as Ratites. These birds have powerful legs and a loose drooping plumage of soft feathers. On average, females are slightly larger and heavier than males. The male alone incubates eggs and raises young.


DUCKS, GEESE AND SWANS - ANATIDAE


Aquatic or semi-aquatic, web-footed birds with distinctive flattened bills. Family includes swans, geese and ducks; although several Australian species are called geese, none is a goose in the true sense. Mostly mobile (nomadic), a necessary adaptation in coping with Australia’s sparse, often irregular rainfall.


MEGAPODES - MEGAPODIIDAE


Megapodes (meaning great-footed) are terrestrial birds with very powerful legs and feet used for scratching leaf litter and soil when foraging and constructing mounds. They are specialised fowls with a unique method of incubating eggs in a large mound of decomposing vegetation mixed with soil or in sand heated by the sun. Diet consists of invertebrates, seeds, fruit and small vertebrates.


PHEASANTS AND ALLIES - PHASIANIDAE1


Pheasants and quails are heavy-bodied terrestrial (ground-dwelling) birds. There are no native pheasants in Australia. Quails live in dense cover and are rarely seen at rest in natural habitat, preferring to squat or run when disturbed and bursting up with a distinctive whirr of wings when pressed. They feed on insects and seeds of both native and introduced plants.


PENGUINS - SPHENISCIDAE


Flightless marine species whose wings have been modified into flippers for propulsion while diving or swimming on or near surface. Extremely dense plumage for insulation against cold sea and strongly counter-shaded for camouflage. Upright stance on land; walk and/or hop (jump) with flippers held out for balance. Eat fish, squid and crustaceans.


AUSTRAL STORM PETRELS - OCEANITIDAE


Known to sailors as Mother Carey’s chickens, these small ‘tube-nosed’ seabirds are distinctive tiny blackish or greyish petrels, some having white rumps or underparts; the southern Storm Petrels have long legs and butterfly-like fluttering flight; they often run across sea surface with wings spread or trail legs as sea anchors when flying just above waves; diet is mostly plankton.


ALBATROSSES - DIOMEDEIDAE


Awe-inspiring oceanic birds, well-adapted for life at sea; large bodies, extremely long slender wings, short tails and webbed feet; effortless sailing flight, cover great distances as circumnavigate southern seas; feed on cuttlefish, fish, carrion and other marine organisms.


PETRELS, SHEARWATERS - FROCELLARIIDAE


Large to very small oceanic birds; all have tube-like nostrils, long slender wings and webbed feet; feed on fish, molluscs, crustaceans and plankton; mostly gregarious, sometimes forming vast feeding companies at sea; usually visit land only to breed, typically in colonies on remote windswept islands.


DIVING PETRELS - FELECANOIDIDAE


Small and dumpy seabirds that resemble Little Auk of Arctic Oceans, a classic example of convergent evolution; jizz recalls a giant ‘bumble-bee’; flight low across sea surface on rapidly whirring wings, sometimes flying straight through wave crests; when foraging plunges beneath surface; simply flies into water, ‘flies’ underwater, flies out of water and continues on unabated; swims on surface singly, small groups, sometimes large rafts; greyish-black above, white below; four species world-wide, not discernible at sea; differ subtly in nostril structure and underbill pattern; unlike other tube-nosed seabirds, nostrils open upwards and not forwards like other petrels.


GREBES - FODICIPEDIDAE


Small to medium sized waterbirds with sharp-billed, slender-necked and tail-less appearance; dive often, have lobed rather than webbed feet; rarely venture onto land; floating nest of aquatic vegetation; young grebes ride on parent’s back; sexes similar.


TROPICBIRDS - FHAETHONTIDAE


Beautiful white seabirds of tropical areas ranging into temperate waters outside of breeding season; have elongated ribbon-like central tail plumes which differ in colour and length according to species; make high gannet-like plunge-dives for food, eating mostly fish and squid.


IBISES, SPOONBILLS - THRESKIORNITHIDAE


Large conspicuous waterbirds with distinctive bills; long and sickle-shaped in ibises and straight and flattened with a spoon-shaped tip in spoonbills. Feed in shallows and pasture on crustaceans, molluscs, tadpoles, frogs, small fish and insects and larvae. Large flocks form impressive ‘v’ formations in flight. Often nest together in large rookeries; stick nest in tree or bush over or near water.


HERONS, BITTERNS - ARDEIDAE


Mostly large, long-legged wading birds which seize fish, crustaceans, amphibians, small reptiles, mammals, birds and insects by lightning thrust of straight pointed bill; a hinged vertebra in long ‘s’-shaped neck is triggered when prey seen; in flight leisurely wingbeats, the neck is folded back and the long legs trail behind.


PELICANS - PELECANIDAE


Extremely large, distinctive waterbirds with massive bill and pouch for securing food. Generally nest on small islet with gradual slope acting as walkway from water to land. All four toes are webbed (as in related cormorants) and legs are set well back on body for efficient paddling. Extremely buoyant when swimming; does not dive; takes fish prey by plunging bill beneath surface. Has awkward waddling gait on land. One species in Australia.


GANNETS, BOOBIES - SULIDAE


Gannets and boobies are seabirds with streamlined silhouettes, long pointed wings and bodies tapering to narrow cone-shaped bills and pointed tails. They are well-adapted for plunge-diving into the sea for fish, sometimes making spectacular dives from as high as 30 metres.


CORMORANTS, SHAGS - PHALACROCORACIDAE


Fishing birds with black or black and white plumage, hooked bills, long necks and all four toes webbed as in all Pelecaniformes. Underwater propulsion by simultaneous strokes of feet, wings closed. Plumage becomes waterlogged to aid submersion when diving for food and must holds wings out to dry when at roost.


ANHINGAS, DARTERS - ANHINGIDAE


Distinctive fishing birds with sharp, pointed bills and snake-like necks, hence ‘snake bird’; when swimming, body is submerged, with only head and neck out of water; related to cormorants, similar in general appearance and in habit of holding wings out to dry; impales fish with lightning thrust of sharp, pointed bill.


OSPREYS - PANDIONIDAE


The Eastern Osprey of Australia, very similar to the almost cosmopolitan Western Osprey, is a specialised fish-eating raptor; it takes fish by feet-first plunge; feet have sharp spicules on soles to help in gripping slippery prey; outer toe is reversible; often hovers heavily when scanning below for prey; carries fish prey (often large and heavy) in line with body, torpedo-like; perches conspicuously on exposed perch to feed; often seen on mooring posts, power poles, dead trees, cliff ledge; builds large stick nest on cliff ledge, rock stack; readily adapts to purpose-built artificial nesting platforms and other infrastructure such as cross arms of coastal stobie poles; both parents share in nesting duties.


KITES, HAWKS AND EAGLES - ACCIFITRIDAE


Diurnal birds of prey with strong hooked bills and talons for killing and grasping prey; most are efficient hunters, possessing fast, powerful flight and extraordinary eyesight; take a wide range of creatures, including birds, mammals, reptiles and invertebrates; some scavenge on carrion and refuse both inland and along seashore; several species have distinct light and dark phases (polymorphic); immature plumage often noticeably different from adult; young may take some years to acquire adult plumage.


RAILS, CRAKES AND COOTS - RALLIDAE


Small and medium sized marsh birds with narrow bodies and hen-like appearance. They live in densely vegetated wetland areas, are generally very shy, with some species rarely seen. The short erect tail is often flicked up and down; toes long and slender; feed on aquatic vegetation and small animal life.


CRANES - GRUIDAE


Extremely large waterbirds with long legs and neck and long, robust, straight-pointed bills. In flight neck and legs are extended and wingbeats are strong, slow and regular. Stately and graceful when walking on land with tertials falling over rump and tail as a graceful ‘bustle’ when wings closed. Perhaps best known for their spectacular dancing displays during courtship.


BUTTONQUAILS - TURNICIDAE


Buttonquails are a recent addition to the Charadriiformes (shorebirds/waders). This group differs from the true quail in that they only have three toes on each foot, lacking the fourth hind toe (spur) typical of true quails (Stubble and Brown Quail); males are generally smaller and duller than females; male alone incubates the eggs and cares for the young. Some occupy similar habitats to true quail and are difficult to separate in the field.


STONE-CURLEWS, THICK-KNEES - BURHINIDAE


Large unusual waders (shorebirds); nocturnal birds with well-developed large yellow eyes and long legs, active and noisy at night, feeding on terrestrial invertebrates and small vertebrates such as frogs, mice and reptiles. Distinctive mournful eerie ‘wee-loo’ call gives rise to its Aboriginal name ‘willaroo’. Hides away in bushland during the day.


OYSTERCATCHERS - HAEMATOFODIDAE


Seashore birds with distinctive long bills which are vertically flattened to prise shellfish from rocks and to open bivalve molluscs. Two resident species in Australia: Pied Oystercatcher is black and white; Sooty Oystercatcher has all black plumage; both have reddish bills, eyes and legs. Diet of marine invertebrates, particularly molluscs and crustaceans.


STILTS, AVOCETS - RECURYIROSTRIDAE


Three species in Australia; sexes are similar. Typically slender waders with long legs and neck and fine needle-like bills; the delicate bills are straight in stilts and upturned in avocets; feet are partially webbed; some swim readily when foraging for small aquatic animal life; foraging birds may peck at surface for insects; probe deeper; sweep bill sideways through water for submerged prey; also forage across mudflats and shallows. Plumage patterned black, white and rich reddish chestnut-brown. Colonial nesting; nest scrape on ground; Banded Stilt often nests in colonies numbering tens of thousands; vacates coastal areas to nest on inundated inland salt lakes; ‘boom and bust’ breeding events. Voices are generally a puppy-like yapping and tooting.


PLOVERS - CHARADRIIDAE


Small to medium sized wading birds with large rounded heads, large eyes, short necks and bills, and plump bodies. They are strong runners and fliers and often perform ‘broken wing trick’ as a distraction display when intruders approach nest or chicks. Both resident and migratory species occur in Australia.


Note: When viewing migratory waders, be aware that there may be both nonbreeding (basic) and breeding plumages to contend with — on arrival in spring birds are moulting out of breeding dress and at departure in autumn birds are moulting into breeding dress - partial or pronounced breeding plumage may be evident on some birds at these times.


PAINTED-SNIPES - ROSTRATULIDAE


Superficial resemblance to true snipe with decurved tips to their long bills. Flight not at all like the fast, erratic, zig-zagging flight of Latham’s Snipe, being much slower and somewhat rail-like with dangling legs. Female slightly bigger and more colourful than the male who alone incubates the eggs. Skulk secretively about in marshy vegetation, their cryptic-coloured plumage providing effective camouflage. Seasonal movements somewhat unpredictable


SANDPIPERS, SNIPES - SCOLOPACIDAE


Small to large migratory waders (shorebirds) with distinctive bill shapes, strong legs and swift flight. They are all spring-summer migrants from the Northern Hemisphere. Most species nest in the Arctic tundra, none in Australasia. Consequently mostly nonbreeding (basic) plumaged birds are seen, although some show partial breeding colour on arrival in Aug-Sep and on departure in Mar-May. Mostly occur on mudflats of coastal shores, sometimes in vast numbers.


Note: When viewing migratory waders, be aware that there may be both nonbreeding (basic) and breeding plumages to contend with — on arrival in spring birds are moulting out of breeding dress and at departure in autumn birds are moulting into breeding dress - partial or pronounced breeding plumage may be evident on some birds at these times.


GULLS, TERNS AND SKIMMERS - LARIDAE


Gulls and terns are closely-related seabirds; both are predominantly white; gulls are plumper with less slender wings and generally have grey or black wings and tail; terns have finer bodies and slender pointed wings, allowing for buoyant, graceful flight; gulls spend much of their time scavenging for food; also predators of bird eggs and young; terns forage from aloft, flying above sea or wetland, diving and dipping down to sea or wetland to seize prey (fish, insects) in their bill; both gulls and terns have webbed feet and swim readily; both nest in colonies.


SKUAS - STERCORARIIDAE


Powerful seabirds with strong flight and hooked bills; breed in Antarctic and Arctic regions and winter in middle latitudes; gull-like in appearance, they harass other seabirds, chasing after them with acrobatic manoeuvres, forcing them to drop or disgorge food items; predators of smaller seabirds and eggs and nestlings at breeding sites; fish and crustaceans also form part of diet, as does carrion in form of dead seals, whales and similar; some species are uniformly brown, others pied with elongated central tail feathers in breeding plumage; nesting in loose colonies, eggs are laid in scrape on ground; both parents incubate eggs and care for young.


PIGEONS, DOVES - COLUMBIDAE


Pigeons and doves belong to a worldwide family which is well represented in Australia. They are plump, small-headed, seed or fruit eaters with a large wing area and fast, direct flight. Many species take off with a characteristic clatter of wings. In Australia, there are two groups, the plain-plumaged seed-eaters (terrestrial) and the gaudy-coloured fruit-eating arboreal species.


CUCKOOS - CUCULIDAE


Slim-bodied, slender birds, variable in size but generally with medium to long tails and graceful undulating flight. Cuckoos are most frequently noticed when calling from atop an exposed perch or in noisy courtship flight. Feeding in foliage or on ground, cuckoos eat insects and their larvae, especially hairy caterpillars. All but the Pheasant Coucal are parasitic, laying their eggs in other birds’ nests.


BARN OWLS - TYTONIDAE


Large conspicuous heart-shaped disc borders entire face; this erectile feathering around face acts as an aid to the highly-developed hearing. The Eastern Barn Owl has shown the ability to seize a mouse rustling over dry leaves in a totally dark room; five resident species in Australia. Owls have large rounded heads capable of an extraordinary degree of rotation, feathered legs, soft plumage, noiseless flight, short hooked bills and sharp talons.


OWLS - STRIGIDAE


Nocturnal birds of prey with large greenish-yellow/yellow forward-directed eyes. More hawk-like in general appearance than barn owls, with facial disc indistinct, mostly confined to goggle-like circles around each eye. Feeds on animals caught alive, hunting by sound as much as sight. Owls have large rounded heads capable of an extraordinary degree of rotation, feathered legs, soft plumage, noiseless flight, short hooked bills and sharp talons.


FROGMOUTHS - FODARGIDAE


Nocturnal birds sometimes mistaken for owls; frogmouths have wide-gaped, slightly hooked bills and weak feet; bill is surrounded by well-developed rictal bristles; birds sit quietly on open perch watching and waiting for prey; fly down and seize quarry (insects, spiders, mice, lizards) with bill; soft plumage and silent flight; in day birds roost on tree branches; if disturbed they assume a slim, stick-like posture resembling piece of dead wood.


NIGHTJARS - CAFRIMULGIDAE


Nocturnal birds; large eyes, short wide-gaped bill, long wings and tail; gracefully wheel about on stiff wings, hawking for flying insects; during daylight, nightjars roost on ground in leaf litter, relying on their cryptic-patterned plumage as camouflage; roosting birds are very difficult to see and generally take flight with startling suddenness when almost underfoot; legs and feet are weak; the middle toe has a comb-like process for grooming; unusual calls; more often heard than seen.


OWLET-NIGHTJARS - AEGOTHELIDAE


Tiny nocturnal birds resembling a miniature owl, having characteristics of both nightjars and frogmouths; sole Australian species hides during day in hollow branches and is seldom seen; sometimes visible during day when sunning at hollow entrance; the small broad bill is surrounded by prominent bristles and well-adapted for capturing insect prey; feet are weak.


SWIFTS - AFODIDAE


Completely adapted to an aerial life, swifts are somewhat like large swallows, but much faster and more direct in flight; their long and slender scimitar-shaped wings are perfectly adapted for aerial speed; swifts often form into large flocks, feeding on flying insects during periods of heavy cloud and summer thunderstorms.


ROLLERS - CORACIIDAE


These birds are robust, colourful and interesting to watch as they indulge in spectacular swooping, diving and rolling in the air during courtship displays. Most species are noisy, conspicuous and aggressive. Food is mostly insects caught in flight and taken from outer foliage of trees. Sexes similar. Australian species has prominent large white spot at base of flight feathers, hence ‘dollarbird’.


KINGFISHERS - ALCEDINIDAE


Kingfishers are stout, plump birds, mostly with short tails; generally colourful with compact heavy heads and strong, robust bills. They often perch on high vantages, watching for movement, darting down to seize prey like small mammals, birds, reptiles and fish. The calls of kingfishers are quite distinctive, those of the Laughing Kookaburra being the loudest and most famous. All species nest in cavities in trees, termite mounds or earth banks.


BEE-EATERS - MEROPIDAE


Bee-eaters are brightly coloured attractive birds. They are gregarious, active, with swift graceful soaring flight. Their slender curved bills are used for catching flying insects, particularly bees and wasps, and removing sting or rendering it harmless before swallowing or feeding to mate or young. The Australian species is a north-south migrant over much of its range.


CARACARAS, FALCONS - FALCONIDAE


Extremely fast and powerful, these hawks have typically long, pointed wings and are efficient hunters. Flight is generally very fast with powerful flickering wingbeats (except Brown Falcon which has slow over-arm wingbeats). Faster species such as the Peregrine Falcon hunt birds by direct pursuit or by stooping from above, plummeting downwards at incredible speed on closed wings to strike unsuspecting prey. Brown Falcon and Nankeen Kestrel concentrate on terrestrial prey. Diet consists of a range of birds, small mammals, reptiles and invertebrates. Sexes similar, female usually larger.


COCKATOOS - CACATUIDAE


A very distinctive family of birds, cockatoos are generally the largest of the Australian parrots. The large black cockatoos are extremely majestic, with buoyant floating flight, and individual species have tail panels adorned with red, yellow or white. All have powerful hooked bills for tearing woody cones apart to procure seeds; feet have two toes forward and two back (zygodactylous). Mostly nest in large tree hollows and spouts and lay single white egg. Gregarious by nature, sometimes forming into nonbreeding flocks of hundreds.


PARROTS - PSITTACIDAE


Rosellas, grass parrots and lorikeets are just some of the parrots that make up this diverse grouping; this family includes all parrots except cockatoos. Unlike cockatoos, these parrots lack head crests and are generally finer and smaller in build without the massive bills characteristic of cockatoos. Most are seed-eaters; lorikeets are an exception, being a specialised group with brush-like tongues adapted for feeding on nectar.


AUSTRALASIAN WRENS - MALURIDAE


A group of dainty, beautifully-plumaged birds with cocked tails. They feed on or near the ground and build dome nests in the understorey. In the fairywrens, the males are patterned in bright colours, predominantly blue; females are generally brown in colour. Young males moult into an eclipse plumage during autumn-winter, resembling females, but the bill remains black and this is a vital key in identifying them. Emu-wrens are like small buffish dark-streaked fairywrens with long loose filament tails of only six feathers


HONEYEATERS - MELIPHAGIDAE


Honeyeaters comprise a very distinctive widespread family. Its members feed on nectar, fruit and insects, and have downcurved bills and brush-tipped tongues. They are frequently seen feeding from flowers and their foreheads are sometimes heavily coated with yellow pollen. Kangaroo Island species vary considerably in size, ranging from about 12 cm in the Brown-headed Honeyeater to about 36 cm in the Red Wattlebird.


PARDALOTES - PARDALOTIDAE


Pardalotes are small dumpy-bodied birds, with short tails, stubby bills and strong legs; they mostly feed on insects, particularly sap-sucking psyllid and scale insects on the foliage and bare parts of eucalypts. Calls are persistent and distinctive during spring-summer breeding season. Small size and secretive foraging behaviour make them hard to observe in the canopy. Flight is direct and undulating and entices magpies and larger honeyeaters into pursuit; nest in holes in trees, cliffs, buildings and excavated tunnels in soft soil.


AUSTRALASIAN WARBLERS - ACANTHIZIDAE


All Australian warblers (heathwrens, scrubwrens, thornbills, gerygones, whitefaces) have short, thin, pointed bills, with bristles at the base; most have a dark subterminal band on the tail and all build dome-shaped nests. KI has a heathwren, scrubwren and three thornbills; heathwrens and scrubwrens feed on or near the ground, and have strong voices and dull plumage. Thornbills are very active, mostly ‘small brown birds’, some with conspicuous-coloured rumps. They usually occur in family parties or small flocks; some are terrestrial in foraging behaviour, others aboreal.


WHIPBIRDS AND QUAIL-THRUSHES - PSOPHODIDAE


There are two species of whipbird in Australia; Eastern Whipbird inhabits wet forests along the east coast of the continent; Western Whipbird occurs in pockets of mallee in mostly southern coastal areas of SA and WA; it is extremely rare in the Murray mallee of Vic; different races occur. Both species have sombre-coloured plumage, small crests and simple cryptic patterns; both are terrestrial, spending much of their time foraging on or near the ground for invertebrates. Western Whipbird is extremely shy and secretive and is seldom seen; it skulks about in dense understorey of mallee scrub. Both species have loud distinctive calls, the name whipbird emanating from the extremely loud ‘whip-crack’ call of the Eastern Whipbird; Western Whipbirds have a lovely rollicking song during spring-summer breeding season; pairs sing antiphonally, as a duet; the male starts singing, the female responds, joining in to finish the chorus.


WOODSWALLOWS, BUTCHERBIRDS AND ALLIES - ARTAMIDAE


Woodswallows are not closely related to true swallows; they are graceful attractive songbirds adapted to aerial pursuit of insects. They have waxy powder-down in the under-feathers, spread during preening to give plumage an attractive bloom. Woodswallows are easily identified by their stocky build, black-tipped blue bill, long and broad, pointed wings and persistent soaring flight. They feed mostly on flying insects, but also take nectar from flowering natives such as eremophilas with brush-tipped tongues. They cluster together, particularly during cold weather, when up to 50 birds may form a dense pack on a branch. Masked and White-browed Woodswallows undertake N-S migratory movements each spring-summer, with vocal mobile flocks of 100s sometimes passing high overhead. Loose colonial nesting occurs, with scanty cup-shaped nests placed in fork or behind peeling bark of eucalypt, acacia, blackoak, sheoak or similar. Magpies, currawongs and particularly butcherbirds are well-known songsters. All are medium to large birds with robust straight bills and black, white or grey plumage; active predators of invertebrates and smaller vertebrates such as mice, nestling birds, reptiles and eggs; currawongs are omnivorous, having a strong liking for both native and introduced fruit. Best known is the Australian Magpie, a common species which has benefitted from agricultural development; forages on ground in open areas, often in farm paddocks; magpies are extremely conscientious parents, becoming aggressive towards nest intruders, including humans, during breeding season.


CUCKOOSHRIKES - CAMFEFHAGIDAE


Despite superficial resemblances, these birds are neither cuckoos nor shrikes; the family name is derived from their cuckoo-like slender greyish form, the flight characteristics of some species and the shrike-like bill. The flight is generally undulating and many species shuffle their wings on alighting. A number of species are migratory to SA. Smaller cuckooshrikes are called trillers.


WHISTLERS AND ALLIES - FACHYCEFHALIDAE


Whistlers are small to medium sized songbirds with large rounded heads and moderately robust bills. They are accomplished songsters, frequently bursting forth with beautiful sustained song, especially during the spring-summer breeding season. Forage mostly within confines of trees and shrubs, gleaning insects and larvae from foliage, trunk and branches. Most species exhibit pronounced sexual dimorphism. Shrikethrushes are generally a little larger than whistlers and somewhat less colourful, being garbed in subdued colours of grey, brown and rufous. They are also extremely gifted songsters, their song notes somewhat more liquid and mellow than that of whistlers. They often break into song after hearing a loud noise. Sexes are similar.


FIGBIRDS, ORIOLES - ORIOLIDAE


Members of this family occur throughout Africa, Europe, Asia and Australia. There are three species in Australia, two species of oriole and one figbird. They are colourful, arboreal, thrush-like birds that mostly inhabit lush forest and woodland. They spend much of their time foraging for fruits in the upper canopy. Although strongly frugivorous, they include nectar and arthropods in their diet. Most species display pronounced sexual dimorphism. Their voice is loud and melodious. The nest is a deep woven cup suspended from a branch within the leafy canopy. Olive-backed Oriole is a breeding migrant to SE Australia during spring-summer.


DRONGOS - DICRURIDAE


Members of this family occur throughout Africa, southern Asia, Australia and Melanesia. Drongos are generally black or dark grey birds with conspicuously forked tails. Most have metallic sheen and/or glossy blue-green spots (spangles) on their plumage. They are strongly arboreal, perching upright on exposed vantage points and sallying after flying insects with acrobatic flight displays. Spangled Drongo is the only group member found in Australia.


FANTAILS - RHIFIDURIDAE


Small insectivorous passerines of Australasia, SE Asia and the Indian subcontinent. The distinctive habitat of swishing their widely-opened fan-shaped tails from side to side aids in disturbing insects and flushing them into the air. The wide-gaped bill is surrounded by well-developed rictal bristles which aid in the capture of insect prey. Many build dainty silken cup-shaped nests with a hanging tail, resembling a wine glass without a base.


MONARCHS - MONARCHIDAE


A large widespread family of insectivorous passerines, distribution includes Africa, SE Asia, Australia and islands of the Pacific Ocean. Largely arboreal flycatchers that sally after flying insects, the exception being the magpie-larks, which are terrestrial species. Most of the Australian species are found throughout the wet forests and woodlands of the Top End and eastern Australia. Most members of the Myiagra genus have small erectile crests and ‘shiver’ their tails up and down; they build dainty cup-shaped nests decorated with cobwebs and lichen. The ground-feeding Magpie-lark builds a substantial bowl-shaped mud nest.


CROWS, JAYS - CORVIDAE


Considered the most intelligent of all birds, corvids are medium-large black birds with strong legs and feet and robust pointed bills; rictal bristles are pronounced; in Australia there are five native corvids, three species of raven, two species of crow; ravens and crows are only superficially different; ravens have grey bases to body feathers, crows white; all have brown-coloured iris when immature, changing to white as adult; species are best identified by subtle differences in plumage, call (variations of ‘ark/carrr’), throat feathering (hackles), behaviour and social structure; all are omnivorous.


AUSTRALASIAN ROBINS - PETROICIDAE


Endemic to Australasian region of Australia, New Guinea, NZ and Pacific Islands; typically have compact build, large rounded heads, short straight bills and short rounded wings. They occupy a wide range of forested and wooded habitats: subalpine, tropical rainforest, mangroves, semi-arid scrubs and open farmland areas. Arthropods, mostly insects and larvae, comprise the major part of the diet; a perch and pounce foraging behaviour is mostly employed; perched birds watch intently, then drop down to seize prey; dainty cup-shaped nests are usually constructed by the female and are beautifully decorated and camouflaged with silken cobwebs, moss and lichen.


LARKS - ALAUDIDAE


Long-legged, dull-plumaged ground-dwelling birds, superficially similar to pipits. One introduced and one native species in Australia. Larks are most easily distinguished from pipits by the rich fluting quality of their song, usually uttered while soaring high overhead. The nest is built on the ground, usually concealed by a grass tussock.


SWALLOWS, MARTINS - HIRUNDINIDAE


Small, long-winged, aerial-adapted passerines that spend much of their time in the air hawking flying insects; flight is buoyant, fast and acrobatic on slender, tapered wings; wide-gaped bill surrounded by bristles aids in catching flying insects; typically roost communally on overhead wires, fences, antennas, aerials and dead trees. The ubiquitous Welcome Swallow is often accompanied by martins; swallows have long, deeply-forked tails; martins have short, squarish tails and whitish rumps. Cup and bottle-shaped mud nests are characteristic of some species of swallows and martins, others preferring to nest in holes and spouts of cliffs, trees and sandy banks.


REED WARBLERS AND ALLIES - ACROCEPHALIDAE


Reed warblers and allies are small birds with thin pointed bills, streaked or unstreaked brownish plumage and long slender tails. Many are exceptional songsters, none more so than the Australian Reed Warbler. Their habitats are varied. Australian species may be found in reeds, paperbarks, saltmarsh, long grass and spinifex.


GRASSBIRDS AND ALLIES - LOCUSTELLIDAE


This family comprises two Australian species of grassbirds and two species of songlarks. Grassbirds are small passerines with streaked plumage, thin pointed bills and long slender tails; they are mostly found in coastal reedbeds, rank grass, samphire saltmarsh and Swamp Paperbarks. Both are insectivorous. Songlarks are well-adapted to a terrestrial lifestyle; they have long, strong legs, well-adapted for walking and running; however, they are not larks, the name was imposed upon them by the early settlers who likened their beautiful song flights to those of true larks; both nest on the ground; diet consists mostly of small terrestrial arthropods and some seeds.


WHITE-EYES - ZOSTEROFIDAE


A widespread family of small passerines, formerly known in Australia as silvereyes. White-eyes have some resemblance to a small honeyeater, with fine, slightly decurved bills and brush-tipped tongues. They are grey to olive-green in colour, with a distinctive ring of fine white feathers around the eye. White-eyes feed on insects, berries, fruit and nectar.


STARLINGS, RHABDORNIS - STURNIDAE


A family of medium-sized, often glossy, black birds. Mostly gregarious, they feed in flocks and often breed in colonies. Nesting is often in hollow trees and in cavities of buildings. The only native species, Shining Starling, builds hanging nests in colonies. Introduced Common Starling is a widespread pest.


THRUSHES - TURDIDAE


Thrushes are plump, rounded, medium-sized terrestrial passerines; there are two native species (Bassian and Russet-tailed Thrush) and two exotic species (Common Blackbird and Song Thrush) resident in Australia. These birds eat soil invertebrates and native and cultivated fruits; they build lovely bowl-shaped nests, generally situated low in tree cavity or dense bush; some species decorate nest with copious amounts of moss and lichen; they generally have a pleasant, melodious song; plumage varies from uniform black (Common Blackbird male) to the most beautiful cryptic plumage of the two native Australian thrushes.


OLD WORLD SPARROWS, SNOWFINCHES - FASSERIDAE


The family of old world sparrows is widespread in Eurasia and Africa. They are similar in size and shape to the grass finches, but build different nests. Sparrows are closely allied to human habitation, building nests in urban and rural buildings; they construct a large untidy dome of materials such as grass, straw, paper, bark and string. Frequent parks, gardens and farmyards in relentless quest for human food scraps and grain.


WAXBILLS, MUNIAS AND ALLIES - ESTRILDIDAE


Small passerine birds of the Old World tropics and Australasia. Most Australian species are found in the tropical north; however, several species have adapted to colder climes of southern Australia; they are gregarious, highly sociable seed-eaters with stout, pointed conical bills. Being seed-eaters, they need to drink daily. Elaborate courtship displays include male posturing towards female with long grass stem in bill; colonial and semi-colonial nesting; they build bulky, domed, bottle-shaped grass nests and lay up to 10 eggs. Many species are popular cage birds in the avicultural industry.


WAGTAILS, PIPITS - MOTACILLIDAE


Small to medium sized terrestrial passerines; mostly insectivorous, with some seeds and vegetable matter included in the diet. Wagtails are nonbreeding spring-summer migrants from the Northern Hemisphere; they wag their long tails up and down, walking and running on long legs with an exaggerated back and forth head movement. Australian Pipit is the only Australian resident, being widespread and common. It also wags its tail up and down and, also like wagtails, nests on the ground.


FINCHES - FRINGILLIDAE


Small passerines with robust, pointed conical bills for cracking seeds; predominantly seed-eaters, they also eat small insects; they are mostly colourful inhabitants of the Northern Hemisphere; none are native to Australia, two species (European Goldfinch; Greenfinch) were introduced into Australia in the 1860s and 1870s. Unlike grass-finches (Estrildidae), true finches build cup-shaped nests (not domed), often placed in introduced pine trees; European Goldfinches (in Australia) have an affinity for introduced plants (weeds), especially infestations of seeding thistles in neglected farm paddocks.
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Ruddy Turnstones and Sharp-tailed Sandpiper (Family: Scolopacidae) Chris Tzaros









HOW TO USE THIS BOOK


This field guide lists 267 species of birds. Each species has been allocated a two page spread - a page of text on the left hand page and colour photographs of that species on the right hand (facing) page; the individual species text is divided into twelve sections: description (adult, immature and/or juvenile); in flight; similar species; voice; behaviour; diet; habitat; breeding; status; abundance; distribution and where to find. The colour photographs show the typical appearance of each species, with particular emphasis on depicting important diagnostic features. Where male and female of a species differ markedly in appearance (that is, are sexually dimorphic), every effort has been made to include photographs of male and female; also, where possible, immature-plumaged birds are shown. Similarly, every effort has been made to include breeding and nonbreeding plumage for those species that undergo a double annual moult and have a markedly different breeding (alternate) plumage compared to nonbreeding (basic) plumage. This mostly applies to the migratory waders (shorebirds) that breed in the Arctic tundra during the Northern Hemisphere summer and then fly south to ‘winter’ in the Southern Hemisphere (including Australia) during September-April. These birds generally have bright, colourful breeding plumage giving way to drab, mostly greyish, nonbreeding plumage whilst in Australia; however, traces of breeding plumage may still be on show upon arrival in Australia (Aug-Sep) and are being acquired before departure (Apr-May).


Species descriptions, which cover the soft parts and plumage of species, may be somewhat confronting at first. Words such as mantle, scapulars, wing-coverts, primaries, secondaries, tertials, tail-coverts, axillaries, lores and frons are used regularly when describing the colours, patterns and physical form of a bird’s plumage. These terms are easy to learn from studying the diagrams on page 24. In order to identify a puzzling bird in the field, it is vital that concise field descriptions of its plumage and parts are identified and written down in a notebook. This information can then be cross-referenced with the bird field guide in order to make a correct identification.


Species descriptions are divided into two parts: upperparts and underparts. In most cases a description of upperparts commences with the mantle (just behind nape) and progresses rearwards, dealing with lateral parts of the upperbody, namely the scapulars and associated wing and its individual parts (coverts; primaries; secondaries; tertials), back, rump, uppertail-coverts and uppertail; it then returns forward to describe the head (frons (forehead); crown; lores; cheeks; ear-coverts; eyebrow; eye-ring; iris, eye-stripe; malar streak; bill), hind-neck and nape. The underparts description commences forward and works rearwards, firstly describing colour and pattern of the chin, followed by throat, breast, belly, flanks, undertail-coverts, undertail, underwing and finally legs and feet.


Voice descriptions of each species are also included. These written descriptions can be quite subjective and are not always a great help. However, the importance of listening to and locating/identifying individual bird species by their calls cannot be overstated. Individual bird species are listed in taxonomic order, following the world listing of birds by the International Ornithological Committee version 5.1. This taxonomic list groups closely-related bird species into their respective orders, families and genera. This field guide has grouped all species into their respective families. The Key to Families on pages 8-21 gives a brief description of each bird family occurring on KI. When attempting to identify a species, it is important to have some idea of what type of bird it is - is it a pigeon, parrot, finch or other? If it looks like a pigeon, then find that family (Pigeons, Doves — Columbidae) in the Key to Families on page 13. Once a family has been selected, look at the page numbers listed alongside that family in order to locate the relevant species’ texts and photographs. Then the text and photographs of each species in that family can be studied in order to identify the species in question. Be sure to study the text and photographs very closely to make sure the bird you have seen fits in well with the various criteria such as description, behaviour, habitat, abundance and distribution.


At the beginning of the book is a map of KI showing place names used in the text, particularly locations mentioned under the headings of where to find, distribution and abundance; the abundance heading contains numerous references to locations where significant past observations have occurred. Also included is a Hundreds map of KI (page 25). South Australia is divided into counties, with KI being the County of Carnarvon; County of Carnarvon is divided into twelve Hundreds (districts). Hundreds are quite often referred to in this field guide (eg Hundred of Menzies), particularly in reference to locations of significant wetlands dotted across KI’s landscape.


A list of all abbreviations used in this guide is on pages 6-7 and a list of all common and scientific names of plants and animals (other than birds) on pages 565-567.


I hope that the advice given here helps in understanding the layout of this book. Ultimately, it strives to assist in finding, observing, identifying, enjoying and caring for birds.


PLUMAGE AND ANATOMY


The illustrations below depict the anatomical parts of the bird and the plumage and field markings commonly referred to in the field guide.
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UPPERWING PLUMAGE
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KANGAROO ISLAND MAPS


The maps below reference the underlying geology and associated plant communities and cadastral locations mentioned in the text of this field guide.


MAP - MAIN SOIL & VEGETATION ASSOCIATIONS
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MAP - HUNDREDS OF KANGAROO ISLAND
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KANGAROO ISLAND EMU Dromaius novaehollandiae


EXTINCT: Endemic KI race baudinianus. Historical records only; discovered by Captain Matthew Flinders on 22 Mar 1802. Several large running birds were observed at Kangaroo Head, the most easterly point of Nepean Bay. At this time, Flinders stated that no less than 30 emus were observed along the eastern coastline of KI. Captain Nicolas Baudin, a famous French explorer, followed immediately after Flinders in 1802 and later circumnavigated KI during 1803. In 1803 he stopped for a considerable time to undertake scientific research and collection on eastern KI. It was during this time that 3 dwarf KI Emus were taken alive onto Le Geographe and to France. One was kept in the menagerie attached to the Parisian Museum; the other 2 were delivered to ‘La Malmaison’, the residence of the Empress Josephine. These birds died in 1822; one was reportedly mounted as a complete specimen for the Paris Museum; the other 2 as skeletons (Morgan and Sutton 1928). These were the only known remains of this now extinct subspecies until Professor Walter Howchin discovered bones at the Brecknell Sandhills on the S coast of KI in Jan 1903. Another parcel of emu bones was found at Kelly Hill Caves by Edward Burgess on 24 Aug 1926. These bones, along with others discovered later, are now held in the SA Museum (SAM). The KI Dwarf Emu was recognized as a distinct species when formally described and named Dromaius baudinianus by Shane Parker, then curator of birds at SAM, in 1984 (Parker 1984). Recent taxonomic revision has once again listed it as a race of the mainland Emu (IOC Checklist of Birds of the World v 5.1). Surprisingly, this dwarf emu became extinct on KI between 1803 and official European Settlement in 1836. Theories on causes of extinction include hunting by sealers, disease and increased bushfires.
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One of the few dwarf Emu specimens collected by Baudin, possibly from Kangaroo Island. Photos taken in Paris Museum, Patrick Bousses, Museum National d’Histoire Naturelle (Paris).
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Kangaroo Island Emu (after A C Lesueur, member Baudin expedition). Thanks to the State Library of South Australia for permission to use this image (from Item 919.4042 P453c).
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Emu (mainland) David Baxter


+CAPE BARREN GOOSE Cereopsis novaehollandiae


SIZE: 75-90 cm


DESCRIPTION: Sexes alike. Adult: Upperparts: Mainly uniform pale grey; scapulars darker grey-brown; rows of dark grey spots on wing-coverts; terminal half of flight feathers black; uppertail-coverts and tail black; crown and frons white; iris brown; bill black with extensive greenish-yellow cere (fleshy nasal membrane). Underparts: Uniform pale grey; undertail black; legs pinkish-red; feet black. Immature: Paler plumage and bill; more slender build. In Flight: Dark tips to primaries/secondaries contrasting sharply with predominantly pale grey wing and body. Voice: Male gives high-pitched honk, also grunts; female a low grunt.


BEHAVIOUR: Almost constant grazing throughout day picking feverishly at green herbage; breeds during wet autumn-winter when lush green grass provides sufficient food for adults and young; courting adults bob their heads, chase each other, establish territories; male fiercely defends nest and breeding territory from intruders (other geese, people) by honking, beating of wings and sharp claws; female broods eggs; eggs covered with down when nest unattended; eggs and young prone to predation by Australian Ravens; fledgelings and flightless adults taken by Wedge-tailed Eagles; simultaneous post-breeding moult of flight feathers renders adults flightless for short period during late spring; flightless birds congregate on dam bank or lagoon shore for safety/refuge. Diet: Green herbage; introduced farm pasture; germinating crops; grain trails; summer fodder crops (lucerne, millet); in natural coastal areas, succulents and other green pick.


HABITAT: Has benefitted from agricultural development; mostly farmland; green, recently germinated crops; stubble; grassy flats; dams; lagoons; rocky offshore islets; occasionally sheltered coastal shores and tidal flats.


BREEDING: May-Oct; nest in trampled down Native Iris tussock or large stick saucer built on ground next to tree, shrub; 1-7 eggs, average 4.


STATUS: Resident; first report was one on a grassy flat at Stokes Bay, Oct 1913 (Parsons 1926); nowadays generally accepted as being an introduced Aust native; mainland birds were released into FCNP in 1923, 1932 and 1935; 100+ pairs bred on grassy flats at FCNP HQ during 1970-80; with cessation of superphosphate fertilizer (c 1980) and planting of eucalypts, once lush grassy flats have slowly reverted back to native groundcovers and breeding habitat has dwindled; nowadays only supports about 15 breeding pairs; small numbers breed in farmland of western districts; several pairs have bred on Inner Casuarina Islet, FCNP, during past 10 years. ABUNDANCE: Moderately common; KI population numbered about 100 birds by 1947 (Bartlett 1948); population reached about 1000 by 1990; breeding colony at FCNP has steadily declined since that time.


DISTRIBUTION: Patchy; FCNP E along southern half of island to American River; locally migratory, shifting from W end of KI when lush green winter-spring pasture dries out and moving to brackish lagoons and farmland of E districts during dry summer months.


WHERE TO FIND: FCNP HQ area; Hanson Bay Sanctuary; Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); paddocks on W side of Pelican Lagoon, along main entrance road to American River.
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Cape Barren Goose Mark Ziembicki
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Cape Barren Goose Paul Frahm


BLACK SWAN Cygnus atratus


SIZE: 1.0-1.4 m


DESCRIPTION: Sexes similar. Adult: Upperparts: Black, with pale grey-buff feather margins showing as subtle scalloping throughout plumage; primaries and primary-coverts white; outer secondaries white (show as white flash on closed wing); inner secondaries and secondary-coverts black; white iris turns red in breeding season; red bill has a white transverse bar behind horn-coloured tip; red base of bill extends onto lores. Underparts: Black; paler grey tones on belly; primaries and outer secondaries white; legs and feet dark grey. Immature: Grey-brown plumage has russet margins; primaries creamy-white with black tips; paler orange-red bill. In Flight: Note bold contrast between black body and white outer flight feathers. Voice: Musical bugling/trumpeting.


BEHAVIOUR: Gregarious; small to large flocks, sometimes 1000 or more in ideal habitat; adaptable, equally at home in marine, saline, brackish and freshwater wetlands; feed in shallow water on aquatic vegetation, immersing long neck and up-ending to reach deeper into water and mud; dabbles; filters; readily walks out into open paddocks to graze lush green clover-rich pasture during winter; small to large companies live on low energy coastal seas and associated estuaries; forage and rest on shallow sea and exposed tidal flats; isolated nesting pairs or semi-colonial breeding with loose association of nests across wetland; both sexes build elaborate, raised platform nest, incubate eggs and care for young; flocks fly in impressive ‘v’ formation with long necks extended; contrasting black and white wings most conspicuous in flight; sometimes hear distinctive bugling call from birds flying overhead at night. Diet: Mostly aquatic/marine vegetation, including algae; lush green pasture, clover and grasses; some aquatic/marine invertebrates and larvae ingested with herbage.


HABITAT: Fresh, brackish, saline and marine habitats; large lakes and lagoons; swamps; river estuaries; sheltered shallow seas; tidal flats; farm dams; farm paddocks with lush green pasture; ornamental ponds in parklands; effluent ponds; claypans.


BREEDING: Jun-Oct; saline, brackish or freshwater wetlands; a substantial platform of reeds, water weed, samphire or sticks; in shallows, on small islet, levee bank; may be in open (eg open lagoon; flooded farm pasture), but quite often hidden in reeds, samphire or paperbarks; 4-8 eggs.


STATUS: Resident. ABUNDANCE: Common.


DISTRIBUTION: Mostly brackish paperbark wetlands on E half of KI; sheltered coastal seas at Bay of Shoals, Nepean Bay, Western Cove and E to American River/Pelican Lagoon; flooded farm pasture and samphire saltmarsh along lower reaches of Cygnet River; smaller numbers on freshwater wetlands of W KI.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; American River/Pelican Lagoon; Bay of Shoals; Nepean Bay; Western Cove; Cygnet River floodplain, estuary and associated tidal saltmarsh.
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Black Swan with cygnets Bernie O’Keefe
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Black Swan Paul Frahm


FRECKLED DUCK Stictonetta naevosa


SIZE: 50-59 cm


DESCRIPTION: Eclipse Male: Upperparts: Mostly uniform blackish-brown with fine creamy-white and buff margins to contour feathers (‘freckles’); profuse subtle freckling throughout; finer freckling on darker head; face and crown appear almost black; hind-crown pointed to form distinctive peak; iris dark brown; bill grey, narrow and markedly dished. Underparts: Similar to upperparts; belly paler creamy-white; legs and feet grey. Breeding Male: Base of bill turns crimson. Female: Similar to eclipse male; slightly paler; bill always uniform grey. In Flight: Appears uniform dark grey with subtle pale creamy-grey belly and underwing-coverts. Immature: Similar to female; lighter brown with buff freckles. Voice: Soft piping ‘whee-yu’; soft, constant piping ‘whir-whir-whir...’ from flocks disturbed in dense daytime refuge, eg flooded paperbark.


BEHAVIOUR: Nomadic; numbers on KI fluctuate from year to year; occurrence and numbers on KI dependant upon mainland rainfall and availability of suitable wetlands; uses permanent wetlands on KI as drought refuge; irruptions of 100s, even 1000s, sometimes occur; arrivals may stay for up to a year; attracted to algae-infested wetlands; gleans algae from water surface, nibbling at half-submerged branches, logs, rocks etc; filters, dabbles, up-ends; mostly camps in cover of dense vegetation (eg paperbarks) during day and feeds at night; frequently camps with assorted duck species along wetland shore, islets, levee banks and emergent vegetation; has a liking for latter roost sites, blending in remarkably well with grey-coloured dead logs and branches of fallen eucalypts and paperbarks; swims high in water, appears buoyant. Diet: Mostly aquatic plants and seeds, particularly algae; aquatic invertebrates, mostly insects and larvae.


HABITAT: Brackish wetlands with dense cover of flooded paperbarks; freshwater River Red Gum swamps; freshwater sedge lagoons; reservoirs; sewage ponds; claypans; large farm dams.


BREEDING: Not yet recorded for KI, despite occasional occurrence of breeding-coloured males at Murrays Lagoon during spring-summer.


STATUS: Nomadic; irregular visitor; mostly during summer. ABUNDANCE: Generally uncommon; may be locally common when irruptions of 100s or even 1000s occur after significant inland breeding events or mainland droughts; KI acts as a drought refuge when mainland wetlands dry up; significant flocks include 500 on Birchmore Lagoon, Dec 1982; 600 on Murrays Lagoon, Feb 1983; an exceptional concentration of 2800 ‘camped’ on small algae-infested freshwater Lade’s Lagoon, Jul-Dec 1980; at Duck Lagoon Council Reserve, 1000 in Feb 2003; 400 in Mar 2006 and 300 in Aug 2014.


DISTRIBUTION: Mostly E half of KI; occasionally W KI on freshwater Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP (33 during May 1981).


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP; Kingscote sewage ponds; Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP.
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Freckled Duck breeding male Mark Binns
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Freckled Duck Craig Greer


AUSTRALIAN SHELDUCK Tadorna tadornoides


SIZE: 55-73 cm


DESCRIPTION: Male: Upperparts: Head and neck black; mantle cinnamon-brown; back and scapulars black with fine brown barring; rump and tail black; wing-coverts white; primaries black; secondaries green; tertials chestnut; white ring around neck; iris dark brown, bill black. Underparts: Black chin; white ring on throat; cinnamon-buff breast; blackish abdomen with fine brown barring; black undertail; underwing-coverts white; flight feathers dark grey; legs and feet dark grey. Female: Similar to male, except has richer chestnut-coloured breast; white at base of bill; white ring around eye. Immature: Paler than adult; white flecking on head; grey flecks on white wing-coverts. In Flight: Note conspicuous white panels in upper and lower wing. Voice: Sexes easily told apart. Male has deep nasal buzzing; female a higher-pitched nasal ‘ank-aank’ honk.


BEHAVIOUR: Gregarious; often in large flocks; adapted to all types of wetlands; has benefitted from agricultural development; often grazing green farmland pasture and young germinating crops; congregates in cereal stubble and on grain trails laid out in paddocks for livestock; swims readily; unlike many Aust waterfowl is often seen swimming on open saline lagoons; camps on lagoon shores during day, sometimes numbering several 1000s; impressive sight when 1000 or more vocal birds return in ‘v’ formation to lagoon shore during early morning; birds drop rapidly out of sky on half-folded wings, ‘cutting’ through air with a loud ‘whoosh’; swims, wades, dabbles and upends for aquatic food; nest in tree hollows and on ground in dense grass and shrubland cover. Diet: Aquatic vegetation and seeds; farmland pasture, grasses, clover; germinating crops; cereal grain; crustaceans; molluscs; aquatic insects and larvae.


HABITAT: Diverse; hypersaline lagoons; brackish paperbark lagoons; freshwater sedge swamps; reservoirs; farm dams; estuaries; shallow coastal bays and inlets; samphire saltmarsh; tidal flats; beaches; farmland pasture; cereal crops; stubble fields; sewage ponds; coastal heath shrubland.


BREEDING: Jul-Dec; large hollow in eucalypt or on ground under dense cover of shrubs/grasses; somewhat surprisingly, pairs readily nest in loose association in dense cliff-top coastal shrubland (‘heath’), most notably along S coast at Flour Cask Bay, D’Estrees Bay and Vivonne Bay; eggs 8-14.


STATUS: Resident. ABUNDANCE: Common.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread, but most common on E half of KI.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Cygnet River estuary; Bay of Shoals; Pelican Lagoon; Wisanger Salt Lagoon; Old CSR Salt Lake; farmland pasture and dams; Kingscote sewage ponds.
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Australian Shelduck female (left) male (right) David Newell
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Australian Shelduck female Nikki Redman


PINK-EARED DUCK Malacorhynchus membranaceus


SIZE: 38-45 cm


DESCRIPTION: Sexes similar. Adult: Upperparts: Medium brown frons, crown, nape, mantle and back; rump white; tail brown with white subterminal band; primaries and primary-coverts dark brown; inner primaries tipped white; secondaries and secondary-coverts medium brown; trailing edge of secondaries white; face creamy-white; large brown ‘clown-like’ eye patches; small pink ‘ear’ spot behind eye; ear-coverts creamy-white with fine brown lines; iris reddish-brown; large grey bill, unusually flattened, squared at tip with membranous flaps on outer edges of upper mandible. Underparts: White with bold black transverse barring on neck and breast; barring longitudinal and ‘zebra-like’ on flanks; undertail buff; small white flank patch courtesy of extended white rump; legs and feet grey. Immature: Similar to adults; somewhat paler; pink ‘ear’ spot smaller, less distinct. In Flight: Note double white bars on stern; one on rump, one near tail-tip; white trailing edge of wing; heavy downward-pointing bill; musical chirruping call. Voice: Pleasant musical chirruping whistles in flight and on water.


BEHAVIOUR: Nomadic; numbers fluctuate wildly; occurrence on KI dictated by rainfall and availability of residual floodwaters on mainland; KI population varies from small parties to large flocks of several 1000s; attracted to warm plankton-filled floodwaters; able to continue feeding even when water stagnates; swims with bill submerged, filtering for aquatic animal life with lamellae-fringed bill; communal foraging with birds assembling head to tail, moving forward in rotating circles or arrow-head formation; leading birds stirring up food-rich sediments for those behind; form mixed roosts with other waterfowl; rest on lagoon shore, levee banks, islets, emergent logs and branches. Diet: Almost entirely aquatic animal life; some plants/seeds.


HABITAT: On KI, mostly brackish paperbark lagoons, particularly where floodwaters are drying back and remaining warm shallows are teeming with plankton; samphire saltmarsh; sewage ponds; salt lagoons; freshwater sedge lagoons; farm dams.


BREEDING: Jun-Nov; spasmodic breeding of isolated pairs; nest in tree hollows, fallen hollow logs, accumulated flood debris; also in dense paperbarks and samphire; nearly always over water; 6-8 eggs.


STATUS: Extreme nomad; irregular, spasmodic visitor; departs for mainland to breed when inland systems flood, returning to southern refuges such as KI when mainland wetlands dry out. ABUNDANCE: Generally uncommon; occasional irruptions of significant numbers; sometimes influxes of several 1000s of birds; may stay for weeks, months or up to a year.


DISTRIBUTION: Mostly brackish paperbark lagoons of E districts; Kingscote sewage ponds; Cygnet River samphire saltmarsh; much less common on W half of KI.


WHERE TO FIND: If refuging on KI, likely to be present at Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Kingscote sewage ponds; also possibly at Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Cygnet River saltmarsh (when flooded in winter-spring); Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP; Parndana sewage ponds; farm dams.
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Pink-eared Duck David Newell
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Pink-eared Duck Rohan Clarke


MANED DUCK Chenonetta jubata


SIZE: 45-50 cm


DESCRIPTION: Male: Upperparts: Mantle and upper back grey; lower back, rump and uppertail black; scapulars black and grey, showing as black streaks down either side of back; primaries and primary-coverts dark grey; secondaries white with glossy green transverse stripe (may show as green and white speculum at rest); secondary-coverts pale grey; head and neck dark chocolate brown; ridge of elongated black feathers (‘mane’) on hind-neck; iris dark brown; short, stubby, goose-like, brown bill. Underparts: Chin and throat dark chocolate brown; fore-neck and breast copiously scalloped with dark brown and creamy-white mottling; belly, vent and undertail black; flanks uniform soft grey; legs and feet dark brown. Female: Upperparts: As for male, except head and neck pale brown with subtle white stripes above and below eye. Underparts: Breast, belly and flanks copiously adorned with brown and white mottling; undertail pale grey. Immature: Like female, paler. Voice: Distinctive, rising nasal ‘noww’.


BEHAVIOUR: Pairs; small to medium sized flocks, generally less than 40; reasonably sedentary; herbivorous grazing species; has benefitted from agricultural development; grazes green clover-rich pasture, mostly at night; feeds on grain trails put out for stock; visits stubble fields; camps during day on banks of freshwater farm dams; sometimes dabbles, swims, upends for aquatic vegetation; ability to perch high in trees; wary and alert; when disturbed in woodland, flies low, weaving through trees, calling; nests in large hollows of forest eucalypts, generally near water; eggs covered with thick down; ducklings initially feed on insects, becoming herbivorous after month or more. Diet: Green herbage and cereal grain; pasture and aquatic grasses; clover; grain; germinating cereal crops; irrigated fodder crops; aquatic plants; incidental invertebrates.


HABITAT: Agricultural land; farm pasture, crops, stubble, dams; freshwater wetlands with fringing trees.


BREEDING: Aug-Nov; hollow of tall forest tree lined with down, often in Sugar Gum or River Red Gum, sometimes distant from water; generally 9-11 eggs; once saw a pair with 14 tiny ducklings at Rocky River, FCNP.


STATUS: Resident. ABUNDANCE: Moderately common; first records in 1959, eg 10 at Rocky River, FCNP (Wheeler 1960); 40 on dam near Snellings Beach, Jun 1995; 50+ on Beckie’s Lagoon, Karatta, Mar 2008; 72 on dam, Hd of Menzies, Mar 2014.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread.


WHERE TO FIND: Look for birds ‘camped’ on farm dams, often visible from roadsides; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP.
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Maned Duck male Lydia Paton
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Maned Duck female with ducklings Lydia Paton


PACIFIC BLACK DUCK Anas superciliosa


SIZE: 48-60 cm


DESCRIPTION: Sexes similar. Adult: Upperparts: Predominantly dark brown with paler feather margins creating overall scalloped appearance; primaries dark brown; secondaries dark glossy green, sometimes purplish, edged with black (this speculum shows as glossy green patch on side of body when wings closed); head pattern unmistakeable, pale to buff-yellow face interrupted by bold black mask through eye, black chin strap and black crown; distinctive cream-coloured stripes above and below eye; iris dark; bill dark grey. Underparts: Chin and throat creamy-buff; breast, belly, flanks and undertail dark grey-brown with pale scalloping; underwing-coverts and basal part of flight feathers white; terminal parts of flight feathers dark brown; legs and feet greyish-green. In Flight: Note mostly uniform white underwing contrasting with dark upperwing/body. Voice: Male a quick ‘rhaab-rhaab’; female has classic duck call, a loud ‘quark, quark, quark’.


BEHAVIOUR: Gregarious; sedentary and partly nomadic; swift agile powerful flight; small parties to larger flocks of several 100; versatile and adaptable; a classic dabbling duck, swimming, dabbling, dredging, filtering surface water for floating phytoplankton/zooplankton; upends to reach deeper into water and mud; strips seeds from overhanging vegetation; roosts on lagoon shore, levee banks, islets, emergent logs, tidal flats; shelters in dense flooded paperbarks; readily forms mixed flocks with other waterfowl; generally most common species present on freshwater systems of W KI. Diet: Mostly aquatic plants and seeds; aquatic invertebrates, mostly insects and larvae; molluscs; crustaceans.


HABITAT: Almost anywhere, very successful adaptable species; has strong affinity for freshwater lagoons; also brackish paperbark lagoons, swamps, dams, roadside culverts; coastal samphire swamps; river estuaries; sheltered shallow coastal seas and associated tidal flats.


BREEDING: Jul-Dec; mostly nest on or near ground in dense vegetation; sometimes nest successfully in freshwater roadside culverts; occasionally use large hollows high in riparian trees; 8-10 eggs.


STATUS: Resident; part nomad; some birds depart for mainland to breed when inland systems flood, returning to southern refuges such as KI when mainland wetlands dry.


ABUNDANCE: Common.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread; possibly most common duck on freshwater wetlands of W districts; readily intermixes with waterfowl on brackish paperbark lagoons of E districts.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP; Rocky River, FCNP; Cygnet River estuary and associated samphire swamps; Kingscote sewage ponds; farm dams; flooded roadside culverts during winter-spring.
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Pacific Black Duck Lynn Pedler
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Pacific Black Duck Snow Dennis


AUSTRALASIAN SHOVELER Anas rhynchotis


SIZE: 45-54 cm


DESCRIPTION: Breeding Male: Upperparts: Black mantle, back and rump; rump has greenish tinge; tail dark brown; long loose black scapulars with distinctive white plume-like streaks; wing-coverts powder blue; primaries dark grey; secondaries glossy green on outer two-thirds, white transverse bar across basal third (this speculum shows as white-edged green patch on side of body when wings closed); crown and face black; remainder of head and neck dark cobalt blue-grey; vertical, crescent-shaped white streak in front of eye; iris yellow; long spoon-shaped dark grey bill. Underparts: Chin and throat dark blue-grey; dark brownish-black breast adorned with bold white and buff crescents/mottling; most of flanks rich chestnut-brown with black mottling; posterior portion of flanks white, shows as conspicuous bold white flash; legs and feet bright orange. Eclipse Male: Duller; loses much of dark blue-grey head colour; white facial crescent becomes indistinct; loses white flank patch; green secondaries (speculum) duller. Female: Similar to eclipse male, duller; crown dark brown; face pale buff-brown with fine dark streaks; iris pale yellow; upper plumage of body predominantly dark buff-brown with pale cream scalloping on mantle, scapulars and wing-coverts; heavily scalloped buff-brown underparts mottled darker due to dark brown feather centres; legs and feet dull orange-yellow. Immature: Paler version of female. In Flight: Note pale underwing; blue shoulders; long bill; bright orange legs when extended for landing. Voice: Generally silent; male utters soft ‘took-took-tooka-took-took’; female soft husky staccato quacks.


BEHAVIOUR: Pairs; small to medium sized flocks; reasonably sedentary on permanent wetlands; attracted to warm plankton-filled floodwaters; swims with bill submerged, filtering for aquatic animal life with specialised lamellae-fringed bill, mostly at dawn and dusk; forages communally, birds assembling head to tail, moving forward in rotating circles or arrow-head formation; roosts during middle of day on lagoon shore, levee banks, islets, emergent logs and branches; nests on ground. Diet: Aquatic invertebrates; mostly insects and larvae; molluscs (mussels); seeds.


HABITAT: Mostly brackish paperbark lagoons; also freshwater wetlands; saline samphire swamps; river estuaries; occasionally sheltered shallow sea.


BREEDING: Jul-Dec; nest on ground, generally near water; nest often concealed in overgrown pasture, dense rank Phalaris grass, cutting grass, Native Iris tussocks, dense paperbark regrowth, samphire; 9-11 eggs.


STATUS: Resident. ABUNDANCE: Moderately common; declining; flock numbers have diminished on KI over past 10+ years; exceptional 1000+ at Rush Lagoon, Jan 2002; c 2000 at Rush Lagoon, Mar 2004.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread; mostly brackish wetlands across E half of KI.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Kingscote sewage ponds; freshwater Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP.
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Australasian Shoveler male (front) female (behind) Larry Dunis
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Australasian Shoveler male Rohan Clarke


GREY TEAL Anas gracilis


SIZE: 40-45 cm


DESCRIPTION: Sexes similar. Adult: Upperparts: Predominantly a uniform mottled grey-brown; mottling courtesy of paler outer feather margins; wing-coverts grey-brown; primaries dark brown; secondaries mostly dark green, bordered by a thick white basal band and a thin white line along trailing edge (this speculum shows as white-edged green patch on side of body when wings closed); crown and hind-neck darker brown with pale flecking; cheeks whitish; iris red; bill black. Underparts: Predominantly uniform mid-brown with dark brown feather centres causing mottled effect; chin and throat whitish; lesser underwing-coverts black; median and greater secondary-coverts white; flight feathers uniform grey-brown; legs and feet black. Immature: Paler version of adult. In Flight: Note conspicuous white wedge on ‘armpit’ of underwing; thin white band across base of secondaries on upperwing. Similar Species: Female Chestnut Teal; has warmer dusky grey-brown cheeks, chin and fore-neck. Voice: Male has a muted ‘pip’ or ‘peep’; female has a distinctive staccato quacking; a laughing chuckle repeated up to twelve times or more ‘kek-kek-kek-kek-kek-kek-kek’.


BEHAVIOUR: Gregarious; highly nomadic; swift agile powerful flight; ability to move large distances in response to flooding rainfall; small parties to large flocks of several 1000s; versatile and adaptable; a classic dabbling duck, swimming, dabbling, dredging, filtering surface water for floating micro-organisms; upends to reach deeper into water and mud; strips seeds from overhanging vegetation; roosts on lagoon shore, levee banks, islets, emergent logs and branches, tidal flats; shelters in dense flooded paperbarks; readily forms mixed flocks with other waterfowl; generally most common waterfowl species across all habitats except hypersaline lagoons. Diet: Varied; aquatic plants and seeds; aquatic/marine insects and larvae; molluscs; crustaceans.


HABITAT: Diverse; a very successful adaptable species; most prevalent on brackish paperbark lagoons; also freshwater lagoons, swamps, dams; coastal samphire saltmarsh; rivers and estuaries; sheltered shallow coastal seas and associated tidal flats.


BREEDING: Jul-Dec; opportunistic breeder; diversity of nest sites, arboreal and terrestrial; in hollow tree spouts; on or near ground in hollow logs, accumulated flood debris, grass, sedge, reeds; in flooded Scarlet Bottlebrush and melaleuca thickets; samphire saltmarsh; 6-9 eggs.


STATUS: Resident; nomadic; part of population departs for mainland to breed when inland systems flood, returning to southern refuges when mainland wetlands dry out. ABUNDANCE: Common; c 3000 at Rush Lagoon, Jan 2012; c 5000 at Murrays Lagoon, Jan 2013; c 1000 at Bay of Shoals, Jan 2013; c 3000 at Murrays Lagoon, Jan 2014.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP; Kingscote sewage ponds; Bay of Shoals; American River; Pelican Lagoon.
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Grey Teal Lydia Paton
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Grey Teal Paul Wainwright


CHESTNUT TEAL Anas castanea


SIZE: 38-48 cm


DESCRIPTION: Breeding Male: Upperparts: Back dark brown; rump and uppertail black; wing-coverts grey-brown; primaries dark brown; secondaries mostly dark green, bordered by thick white band across basal part and a thin white line along trailing edge (this speculum shows as white-edged green patch on side of body when wings closed); dark, iridescent bottle-green head and neck; red iris, dark bluish-grey bill. Underparts: Dark iridescent green chin and throat; chestnut breast, belly and flanks mottled with blotches of dark brown; conspicuous bold white flash on rear flank; vent and undertail black; legs and feet grey. Eclipse Male: Resembles dark-coloured female; dark glossy green head and neck become faint blackish aberration; rich chestnut underparts dull to dark grey-brown. Female: Very similar to female Grey Teal; slightly darker overall with more pronounced scalloping/mottling; crown darker brown; darker, dusky brown cheeks, chin and throat. Immature: Paler version of female. In Flight: Note conspicuous white wedge on ‘armpit’ of underwing; thin white band across base of secondaries on upperwing; male has dark head, chestnut underparts, white flank patch. Similar Species: Grey Teal and female Chestnut Teal; former has white cheeks, chin and fore-neck. Voice: Male has a muted ‘pip’ or ‘peep’; female has a distinctive staccato quacking; a laughing chuckle repeated ‘kek-kek-kek-kek-kek’.


BEHAVIOUR: Pairs; small to medium sized flocks; largely sedentary on permanent wetlands of higher rainfall areas; versatile and adaptable; inhabits diverse array of wetland types; a classic dabbling duck, swimming, dabbling, dredging and filtering surface water for floating food; upends to reach deeper into water and mud; strips seeds from emergent vegetation; roosts on lagoon shore, levee banks, islets, emergent logs and branches, tidal flats; shelters in dense flooded paperbarks; readily forms mixed flocks with other waterfowl; often intermixed with closely related and more numerous Grey Teal. Diet: Varied; aquatic/marine plants and seeds; aquatic insects and larvae; molluscs; crustaceans.


HABITAT: Diverse; most prevalent on brackish paperbark lagoons; also sheltered coastal bays, inlets and estuaries; tidal flats; coastal samphire saltmarsh; saline lakes; freshwater lagoons; swamps; sewage ponds; dams.


BREEDING: Jul-Dec; nests on or near ground; most often on small islet or levee bank; concealed in dense cover of vegetation, flood debris, hollow log, boulders; 6-9 eggs.


STATUS: Resident; part of population may depart for mainland to breed when inland systems flood, returning to S refuges when mainland wetlands dry out. Common; 1000+ at Murrays Lagoon, Feb 2007; 500+ at Murrays Lagoon, Jan 2013; 200+ at Bay of Shoals, Nov 2014.


DISTRIBUTION: Widespread, mostly E half of KI.


WHERE TO FIND: Murrays Lagoon, CGCP; Rush Lagoon (PPPR); Lashmar’s Lagoon, LaCP; Duck Lagoon Council Reserve; Bay of Shoals; American River; Pelican Lagoon; Kingscote sewage ponds; Grassdale Lagoons, KHCP.
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Chestnut Teal male Peter Waanders


[image: ]


Chestnut Teal female Lydia Paton


GARGANEY Anas querquedula


SIZE: 38-40 cm


DESCRIPTION: Breeding Male: Teal-sized; dark brown head with conspicuous bold white crescent-shaped eyebrow extending across side of head and down hind-neck; rich rufous brown breast with darker scalloping; elongated black and white scapulars form distinctive drooping plumes. Eclipse Male: Plumage much more subdued; similar to female. Female: Dark brown body with cream edging to feather margins giving bold scalloped appearance; white belly is conspicuous in flight; face pale cream with dark eye-stripe; subtle creamy-white streaks above and below eye (reminiscent of Pacific Black Duck). Voice: Generally silent in Australia.


BEHAVIOUR: Dabbling duck; dabbles, wades, swims, upends whilst foraging. Diet: Aquatic vegetation, seeds; aquatic invertebrates, insects and larvae; crustaceans.


HABITAT: Well-vegetated freshwater wetlands; brackish wetlands.


BREEDING: A nonbreeding migrant, mostly to N Australia, from Europe and W Asia.


STATUS: Vagrant. ABUNDANCE: Extremely rare; only one sighting on KI, a first for SA; a full breeding-plumaged male was observed and photographed by Lynn Pedler at Murrays Lagoon, CGCP, Aug 1992.


DISTRIBUTION: Only one occurrence; single bird at Murrays Lagoon, roosting on levee bank amongst assorted waterfowl, including Grey Teal and Black Swan.


WHERE TO FIND: Unpredictable due to rarity/vagrancy.


[image: ]


Garganey male breeding Dick Daniels
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Garganey male with swans and teal, Murrays Lagoon, Kangaroo Island Lynn Pedler


HARDHEAD Aythya australis


SIZE: 45-60 cm


DESCRIPTION: Male: Upperparts: Predominantly rich dark chocolate brown above, including wing-coverts and base of secondaries; primaries and terminal half of secondaries white with black trailing edge, showing as a broad white trailing edge to upperwing in flight; iris white; bill blackish with pastel bluish-cream subterminal band; bill-tip (nail) black. Underparts: Rich rufous-brown chin, throat, upper breast and flanks; lower breast and upper belly white; lower belly and vent dark brown; undertail-coverts (‘stern’) white; legs and feet dark grey. Female: Similar to male; generally lighter brown; subterminal bill band narrower, paler; iris brown. Immature: Similar to female. In Flight: Note trailing edge of upperwing appears vivid snow-white (translucent) against dark chocolate brown wing-coverts and body; also white belly patch and almost wholly white underwing. Voice: Generally silent; male utters a wheezy whistle; female a loud harsh ‘gaark-gaark-gaark’.


BEHAVIOUR: Nomadic; mostly in small flocks, however irruptions of 100s, sometimes 1000s, occur on KI when mainland swamps dry up; a true diving duck, spending much of its time swimming and diving for food in deep, well-vegetated wetlands; low profile on water, tail depressed downwards; springs forward and dives with barely a ripple; feeds largely on submerged aquatic vegetation; occasionally dabbles, upends, strip seeds from emergent water plants; legs adapted for aquatic propulsion; rarely walks on land; rests in rafts on open water; sometimes rests with other waterfowl on levee bank, islet, emergent logs and branches; flight strong and swift, with rapid, flickering wingbeats; terrestrial nesting in dense swamp vegetation. Diet: Mostly submerged and emergent aquatic plants and seeds; also animal life including insects and larvae; molluscs; crustaceans.


HABITAT
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