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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Suicide Squad is a 2016 American superhero film based on the DC Comics antihero team of the same name. It is the third installment in the DC Extended Universe series. The film was written and directed by David Ayer and stars an ensemble cast consisting of Will Smith, Jared Leto, Margot Robbie, Joel Kinnaman, Viola Davis, Jai Courtney, Jay Hernandez, Adewale Akinnuoye-Agbaje, Ike Barinholtz, Scott Eastwood, and Cara Delevingne. In the film, a secret government agency led by Amanda Waller recruits imprisoned supervillains to execute dangerous black ops missions and save the world from a powerful threat, in exchange for reduced sentences. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 287 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Theri (English: Spark) is a 2016 Indian Tamil-language action thriller film written and directed by Atlee and produced by Kalaipuli S. Thanu. The film features Vijay, Samantha Ruth Prabhu and Amy Jackson in the lead roles, while Mahendran, Prabhu and Raadhika Sarathkumar amongst others form an ensemble cast. Featuring music composed by G. V. Prakash Kumar and cinematography handled by George C. Williams. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 92 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. The Conjuring 2 is a 2016 American horror film directed by James Wan and written by Carey Hayes, Chad Hayes, Wan and David Leslie Johnson. It is the sequel to 2013's The Conjuring and the third film in The Conjuring franchise. Patrick Wilson and Vera Farmiga reprise their roles as paranormal investigators and authors Ed and Lorraine Warren from the first film. The film follows the Warrens as they travel to England to assist the Hodgson family, who are experiencing poltergeist activity at their Brimsdown, Enfield council house in 1977 which later became referred to as the Enfield Poltergeist. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 148 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Me Before You is a 2016 British-American romantic drama film directed by Thea Sharrock as her directorial debut and adapted by English author Jojo Moyes from her 2012 novel of the same name. The film stars Emilia Clarke, Sam Claflin, Steve Peacocke, Jenna Coleman, Charles Dance, Matthew Lewis, Janet McTeer, Vanessa Kirby and Joanna Lumley. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 67 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. 10 Cloverfield Lane is a 2016 American science fiction psychological thriller film directed by Dan Trachtenberg, produced by J. J. Abrams and Lindsey Weber and written by Josh Campbell, Matthew Stucken and Damien Chazelle. The film stars John Goodman, Mary Elizabeth Winstead, and John Gallagher, Jr., and is the second film in the Cloverfield franchise. The film was developed from a script titled The Cellar, but under production by Bad Robot, it was turned into a spiritual successor of the 2008 film Cloverfield. The film follows a young woman who, after a car crash, wakes up in an underground bunker with two men who insist that an event has left the surface of Earth uninhabitable. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 126 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




e-Pedia: X-Men: Apocalypse

X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film based on the fictional X-Men characters that appear in Marvel Comics




by Wikipedia contributors




For a detailed list of authors, please use the link to the authors provided at the end of each article. 







Licensed by e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) 2018, pursuant to: Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)





This edition has been last updated 2018-03-15




Contact: info@e-artnow.org





ISBN 978-80-268-5722-8








Editorial note: 


this carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 368 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations or illustration descriptions.  e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all e-books based on Wikipedia content. You can access the original Wikipedia articles on the internet free of charge. e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.



        
            Disclaimer:
            

            
                this book does not constitute professional advice. If you need specific advice (for example, medical, legal, financial or risk management), please seek a professional who is licensed or knowledgeable in that area.

                This book may include hyper-links to other sites which are not maintained by, or related to e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow). Hyper-links to such sites are provided as a service to readers and are not sponsored by or affiliated with Wikipedia or e-Pedia/e-artnow. e-Pedia/e-artnow has not reviewed any or all of such sites and is not responsible for the content of those sites. e-Pedia/e-artnow is not responsible for webcasting or any other form of transmission received from any hyper-linked site. Hyper-links are to be accessed at the user's own risk, and e-Pedia/e-artnow makes no representations or warranties about the content, completeness or accuracy of these hyperlinks or the sites hyper-linked to such site. e-Pedia/e-artnow provides hyper-links as a convenience, and the inclusion of any hyper-link to a third-party site does not necessarily imply endorsement by e-Pedia/e-artnow of that site or any association with its operators. 

                This book has been derived from Wikipedia, pursuant to the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License (CC- BY-SA 3.0 License)


                e-artnow and e-Pedia are neither affiliated with nor endorsed by Wikipedia or the Wikimedia Foundation.

            

        

    


Recommended titles:

e-Pedia: Elysium (Film)

e-Pedia: The Divergent Series: Insurgent

e-Pedia: The Host (2013 Film)

e-Pedia: Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen

e-Pedia: Battleship (Film)

e-Pedia: Sharknado 3: Oh Hell No!

e-Pedia: The Space Between Us (Film)

e-Pedia: The Martian (Film)

e-Pedia: The Happening (2008 Film)

e-Pedia: Predators (Film)









Main TOC 



Contents




	1 Plot

	2 Cast

	3 Production

	4 Marketing

	5 Release

	6 Reception

	7 Sequel

	8 References

	9 External links[image: External link]





X-Men: Apocalypse






X-Men: Apocalypse is a 2016 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the fictional X-Men characters that appear in Marvel Comics. It is the ninth installment in the X-Men film series[image: External link] and a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past. Directed by Bryan Singer, with a screenplay by Simon Kinberg from a story conceived by Singer, Kinberg, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris, the film stars James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Oscar Isaac, Nicholas Hoult, Rose Byrne, Tye Sheridan, Sophie Turner[image: External link], Olivia Munn, and Lucas Till. In the film, the ancient mutant En Sabah Nur awakens in 1983 and plans to wipe out modern civilization and take over the world, leading the X-Men to try to stop him and defeat his team of mutants.

The film was announced by Singer in December 2013, with Kinberg, Dougherty, and Harris attached to develop the story. Casting began in October 2014, while principal photography commenced in April 2015 in Montreal[image: External link] and ended in August of the same year. X-Men: Apocalypse premiered in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016, and was released in North America on May 27 in 3D and 2D, and in IMAX 3D in select international markets. It received mixed reviews from critics, with praise directed at the action sequences and performances, while criticism was focused on the story, characters and themes, which were considered tired and dated. A sequel titled X-Men: Dark Phoenix is set for release on November 2, 2018.[3]
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 Plot




En Sabah Nur, a powerful mutant believed to be the first of his kind, rules ancient Egypt until he is betrayed by his worshippers, who entomb him alive. His four lieutenants die preserving him. Awakening in 1983, he believes humanity has lost its way without his presence. Aiming to destroy and remake the world, he recruits a Cairo pickpocket Ororo Munroe, who can control the weather, and upgrades her power.

In East Berlin, shape-shifting mutant Raven discovers Kurt Wagner, a blue skinned mutant who can teleport. Raven rescues Kurt and requests black marketeer Caliban to transport him to America. En Sabah Nur recruits Caliban's enforcer, Psylocke, who leads him to mutant fighting champion Angel. En Sabah Nur enhances both of their powers, repairing Angel's damaged wings and transforming them into metal.

Alex Summers discovers that his younger brother Scott is manifesting a mutation for shooting optic beams. Alex takes Scott to Professor Charles Xavier's educational institute in Westchester County, New York, hoping that Xavier and Hank McCoy will teach him to control his abilities. Scott meets the telepathic and telekinetic Jean Grey, and the two develop an attraction, while Raven brings Kurt to the institute. En Sabah Nur's powers cause disturbances around the world, leading Xavier and Alex to consult with CIA operative Moira MacTaggert, who has been researching the legend of Nur.

In Communist Poland, the metal-controlling mutant Erik Lehnsherr lives with his wife and their young daughter, Nina. When En Sabah Nur's resurrection causes a worldwide earthquake, he uses his powers to save a coworker, prompting the militia to capture him. When they accidentally kill Erik's family, he retaliates by executing them. En Sabah Nur later approaches the devastated Erik and takes him to Auschwitz, where Erik's power first manifested. Persuaded by En Sabah Nur, Erik's powers are enhanced and he destroys the camp, joining En Sabah Nur. En Sabah Nur remotely accesses Cerebro, a brainwave-amplifying device Xavier uses to locate mutants and forces the telepathic Xavier, just as the later uses the device to contact Erik, to make the global superpowers launch their entire nuclear arsenals into space to prevent interference with En Sabah Nur's plan. He and his new Four Horsemen arrive at the mansion and kidnap Xavier. Attempting to stop them, Alex accidentally causes an explosion that destroys the mansion. Peter Maximoff, having realized that he is Erik's biological son and hoping that Xavier can help to find him, arrives just in time; he uses his super-speed to evacuate the students and teachers before the explosion destroys the building, but fails to save Alex, who dies in the process. Colonel William Stryker's forces subsequently capture Hank, Raven, Peter, and Moira, and take them to a military facility for interrogation. Scott, Jean, and Kurt follow covertly, and liberate their comrades using Stryker's brainwashed experiment Weapon X to massacre the base, whose memories Jean partially restores.

At En Sabah Nur's behest, Erik uses his powers to control the Earth's magnetic poles, causing destruction across the planet. Sabah Nur plans to transfer his consciousness into Xavier's body, and use Xavier's power to enslave every person on Earth. Xavier secretly sends a telepathic distress call to Jean, and the others travel to Cairo to battle Sabah Nur and his horsemen. They rescue Xavier, but he loses his hair as the process nears completion. Angel is killed and Psylocke is knocked unconscious from the plane crash. Erik and Ororo are persuaded to turn on En Sabah Nur and, with the help of Scott, they keep him occupied physically, while Xavier fights him telepathically in the astral plane. Finally, Xavier encourages Jean to unleash the full extent of her powers, which causes roaring flames to engulf her and turn her eyes orange: incinerating En Sabah Nur to ash. Psylocke escapes. Xavier and Moira rekindle their relationship by giving back her lost memories of them together. Erik and Jean help reconstruct the school, but Erik refuses Xavier's offer to stay and help teach. Peter decides not to tell Erik yet that he is Erik's son. Using confiscated Sentinels,[4] Hank and Raven train the new X-Men recruits: Scott, Jean, Ororo, Kurt, and Peter.

In a post-credits scene, men in black suits visit the Weapon X facility to retrieve data on Stryker's mutant research, including an X-ray and a blood sample marked "Weapon X", on behalf of the Essex Corporation.
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James McAvoy as Charles Xavier / Professor X:

A mutant pacifist and the world's most powerful telepath, who is the founder of Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters and leads the team of powerful skilled mutant known as the X-Men, in order to protect the humankind and battle against the deadly enemy within. McAvoy shaved his head for the role.[5]


	
Michael Fassbender as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto:

A mutant Auschwitz survivor with the ability to control magnetic fields[image: External link] and manipulate metal, who was once Xavier's closest ally and best friend until his belief that mankind and mutantkind would never coexist led to their separation. He is globally infamous for attempting to assassinate U.S. President Richard Nixon on live broadcast 10 years prior. Bill Milner appears in archival footage as a Young Erik.

	
Jennifer Lawrence as Raven / Mystique:

A mutant with shapeshifting abilities, globally renowned for saving Nixon's life 10 years prior. She is also Xavier's once closest ally and his adopted sister. Lawrence said, "she hears about what happened to Erik and she wants to seek him out and help him."[6]


	
Oscar Isaac as En Sabah Nur / Apocalypse:

Born in ancient times, and presumably the world's first mutant, he has a variety of destructive superhuman abilities, including telekinesis, cyberpathy, teleportation, and the ability to augment other mutants' abilities. Isaac described Apocalypse as the "creative-slash-destructive force of the Earth." He added, "When things start to go awry, or when things seem like they're not moving towards evolution, [Apocalypse] destroys those civilizations."[6] Isaac had to go through extensive makeup and prosthetics applications, and wore high-heeled boots to appear taller and a 40-pound suit. The full costume was uncomfortable, particularly in the humid environment of the outdoor scenes, which forced Isaac to go to a cooling tent between takes. Apocalypse's previous old-form (seen at the beginning of the film) was played by Berdj Garabedian, a 70-year-old Canadian real estate agent in his first credited film role.[7]


	
Nicholas Hoult as Hank McCoy / Beast:

A mutant with leonine attributes, prehensile feet and superhuman physical abilities. Hank acts as a teacher in Xavier's school and he builds inventions for troubled students. He also built the X-Jet.[8]


	
Rose Byrne as Moira MacTaggert:

A CIA operative who first met and fell in love with Xavier in X-Men: First Class, where he wiped portions of her memories of him and the X-Men at the end. Simon Kinberg said they are "essentially, strangers" when they meet in this film.[9]


	
Evan Peters as Peter Maximoff / Quicksilver:

A mutant who can move, think, and perceive at hypersonic speeds[image: External link], and the son of Magneto. Describing the relationship between Quicksilver and Magneto, Peters stated, "I have learned that he's my father at this point and I am trying to ... I don’t know what I can say. I'm trying to ... Yeah. It's like an adoptive child or any kind of child who has a strange father trying to ... He knows who he is now so he is trying to find him. He's been searching for him. It's been 10 years and he hasn't found him and then something happens."[10]


	
Tye Sheridan as Scott Summers / Cyclops:

A mutant who fires destructive optic beams and wears a visor or sunglasses to stabilize and contain them, and who is the younger brother of Havok. Sheridan describes Cyclops as "angry and a bit lost." He added, "He's now learning about being a mutant and trying to handle his powers."[11]


	
Sophie Turner[image: External link] as Jean Grey:

A mutant who is scared of her telepathic and telekinetic power, and one of Charles Xavier's most prized students.[12] Turner states that she was cast in the film because of the "dark side" of her character Sansa Stark in Game of Thrones. She compared Jean to Sansa and described being an outcast in the human world, who struggles with her power and gift, the same way Sansa, who wanted to live a normal life, felt.[13] Turner learned archery in preparation for the role.[14]


	
Olivia Munn as Psylocke:

A mutant with telepathic, telekinetic and psionic abilities. Her abilities also include projecting purple psychic energy, usually into the form of an energy blade that can burn through metal. Munn described Psylocke as "very lethal, very powerful and very strong."[15] She practiced sword fighting in preparation for the role.[16]


	
Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] as Kurt Wagner / Nightcrawler[17]:

A German[12] teleporting mutant and one of Charles Xavier's new students. Singer said Nightcrawler is a source of comic relief.[18]


	
Alexandra Shipp as Ororo Munroe / Storm:

A young mutant orphan who can control weather[image: External link]. Storm is discovered by Apocalypse in Cairo. Shipp shaved her head partially, and sported a Mohawk for the role.[19][20]


	
Lucas Till as Alex Summers / Havok:

A mutant who has the ability to absorb energy and release it with destructive force from his body, and the older brother of Cyclops.

	
Josh Helman as Colonel William Stryker:

A military officer who hates mutants and has, in the ten years since Days of Future Past, been developing his own plans for resolving "the mutant problem”.[8]


	
Ben Hardy as Angel:

A mutant with bird-like feathered wings, gaining metallic wings which can also be used as razor sharp projectiles as a result, similar to his Archangel counterpart in the comics.[21] Hardy practiced indoor skydiving in preparation for his role.[22]


	
Lana Condor as Jubilee:

A mutant student at Charles's school who has the ability to create psionic energy plasmoids.[12][23][24] Discussing her first day on X-Men: Apocalypse, Condor says: "I was very new and it was my first role. I'd never been on a set before or in front of a camera, so I didn't know what to expect. The first day we shot scenes in an 80s-themed mall with hundreds of extras in 80s gear, plus crew and cameras. It was surreal." She also discussed the character of Jubilee and how she became the mutant: "It's a lot easier when you have the costume, as that helps bring everything to life. She has her iconic yellow jacket, which is a staple. It's very bold and confident, like her. A lot of her costumes are super 80s. I also listened to music from the 80s and that helped."[25]




Tómas Lemarquis portrays Caliban, a mutant with the ability to sense and track other mutants.[26] Wrestler "Giant" Gustav Claude Ouimet plays The Blob, Angel's opponent in an underground fight club.[27][28] Monique Ganderton portrays one of En Sabah Nur's original lieutenants, Death.

Hugh Jackman makes an uncredited appearance as Logan / Wolverine, in his Weapon X[image: External link] form. In that same scene, director Bryan Singer cameos as a guard who is killed by Wolverine as he attempts to escape the complex.[29] X-Men co-creator Stan Lee and his wife Joan B. Lee make a cameo appearance together, as bystanders witnessing the launch of nuclear missiles worldwide; this was Joan's last film before her death the following year.[30] Željko Ivanek cameos as a Pentagon scientist.[31] In a deleted scene, Scott shows Jean a record from Dazzler. The scene is not in the theatrical film, but is included on the home video release.[32]

Archive footage was used of Caleb Landry Jones as Sean Cassidy / Banshee, journalist Jessica Savitch and actors Leslie Parrish and Michael Forest (the latter two appearing in footage with dialogue from the 1967 Star Trek episode "Who Mourns for Adonais?").[33]
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The film was announced by Bryan Singer in December 2013 via Twitter, before Days of Future Past was released to theaters.[34] In the same month, Simon Kinberg, Dan Harris, and Michael Dougherty were revealed by Singer to be attached to work on the film's story.[35] According to Singer, the film would focus on the origin of the mutants, and features the younger versions of Cyclops, Jean Grey, and Storm.[36][37] Singer also said that he was considering Gambit and a younger version of Nightcrawler to appear.[38] According to Kinberg, it would take place in 1983, and completes a trilogy that began with 2011's X-Men: First Class.[39][40] In September 2014, 20th Century Fox[image: External link] officially announced that Singer would direct the film.[41] Singer has called the film "kind of a conclusion of six X-Men films, yet a potential rebirth of younger, newer characters" and the "true birth of the X-Men".[42]
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 Writing




Singer said that Apocalypse is the main focus of the film. Kinberg said that the younger versions of Scott Summers, Storm, and Jean Grey appearing in the film are "as much a part of the film as the main cast". He described Summers as "not yet the squeaky-clean leader", Storm as a "troubled character who is going down the wrong path in life", and Grey as "complex, interesting and not fully mature."[43] Kinberg also said that the film delivers on the dramatic story and emotion of the last two films and that it acts like the culmination of the main characters portrayed by Lawrence, McAvoy, Fassbender and Hoult.[44] Kinberg said First Class, Days of Future Past, and Apocalypse formed a trilogy about Mystique, explaining, "She starts in First Class entirely on Charles’ side, ends up following Erik, and we then find her in Days of Future Past and she’s on her own because Erik is gone. She’s on her own side in that movie but is drawn toward Charles by the end of the film and shoots Erik. Then in Apocalypse she comes back to Charles. There’s a full circle narrative over the span of this little trilogy that is about Mystique from beginning with Charles in the mansion and ending with Charles in the mansion, but not as the same timid little girl we met in First Class."[45] Kinberg was paid $8 million for writing the script, the same amount he received for X-Men: Days of Future Past.[46] The plot was partially inspired by the 1986 X-Men story arc "The Fall of the Mutants".[47]
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In October 2014, casting for X-Men: Apocalypse began.[48] In November, Singer confirmed that Oscar Isaac would portray Apocalypse.[49] In January 2015, Singer announced that Alexandra Shipp, Sophie Turner[image: External link], and Tye Sheridan would portray young Storm, Jean, and Cyclops, respectively.[50] The same month, Kinberg confirmed that Rose Byrne would reprise her role as Moira MacTaggert in the film.[9] In February, Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] was cast as Nightcrawler and Ben Hardy was cast in an unspecified role.[17][51] In March, Singer announced that Lana Condor was cast as Jubilation Lee.[52] In April, Singer confirmed that Hardy would portray Angel, Olivia Munn would portray Psylocke, and Lucas Till would return as Havok.[21][53][54] In May, Singer announced that the mutant Caliban[image: External link] would appear in the film.[55][56] In July, Hoult revealed on Conan that Josh Helman would return as William Stryker.[57] In April 2016, Hugh Jackman confirmed that he would make a cameo appearance as Wolverine.[58]
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Principal photography commenced on April 27, 2015, in Montreal[image: External link], Canada.[59] In late August, the first-unit production for the film wrapped.[60] Additional filming took place in January 2016.[61]

Australia-based Rising Sun Pictures provided, as it did for X-Men: Days of Future Past, the effects for Quicksilver's time-stopping, quick motion effects in the mansion rescue scene, and also other effects, including when Cyclops splits Professor Xavier's favorite tree in half.[62] Aerial footage of snow-capped mountains as Stryker traveled in his helicopter to the secret base was provided by SmartDrones of St. Albert, Alberta, Canada.[63]
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 Music




On March 2, 2015, it was announced that John Ottman, who composed the scores for X2 and X-Men: Days of Future Past, would return to write and compose the score for Apocalypse. On May 20, 2016, the official soundtrack was released as a digital download. In addition to Ottman's score, the film features a remix of the second movement of Ludwig van Beethoven's seventh symphony entitled "Beethoven Havok" and two songs contemporary to the film's 1983 setting, "Sweet Dreams (Are Made of This)[image: External link]" by Eurythmics[image: External link] and "The Four Horsemen" by Metallica.[64]
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In July 2015, Singer, Lee, Hugh Jackman and cast-members McAvoy, Fassbender, Lawrence, Isaac, Hoult, Munn, Peters, Smit-McPhee, Turner, Sheridan, Shipp, Condor, Till and Hardy gave a presentation at the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con International, together with the release of the film's first teaser poster, featuring En Sabah Nur and a wreckage of the X-Mansion.[65] Footage from the film was screened.[66]

In October 2015, Mars Chocolate partnered with 20th Century Fox for the marketing of the film, using M&M chocolates in their promotional materials. The deal included retail displays and special packaging markings, TV and cinema commercials, and social media posts featuring M&M's characters mixed with elements of the X-Men. The first image of M&M candies wearing Storm and Magneto costumes was released on the day of the announcement.[67]

In December 2015, Kia Motors collaborated with 20th Century Fox to create a custom Kia Sportage[image: External link] to promote the film. Designed after Mystique, the car was revealed at the 2016 Australian Open[image: External link]. It is Kia's second "X-Car" project after the Kia Sorento[image: External link] customized for the home media release of Days of Future Past and the 2015 Australian Open[image: External link].[68][69][70][71] A trailer released in the same month received criticism from Rajan Zed, a United States-based Hindu cleric, who stated that the part where Apocalypse claims himself to have been called "Krishna" was an offense to the Hindu religion, and demanded that Singer remove all references to Krishna from the trailer, and the film itself.[72][73] The references to Krishna were removed from the film's final cut.[74] On January 4, 2016, Kia Motors released the first promo video of the car, featuring Spanish tennis player Rafael Nadal.[75]

Concerning the character Apocalypse, the director Bryan Singer has said,

In April 2016, Coldwell Banker partnered with 20th Century Fox to list the X-Mansion for $75 million.[78] The fictional listing included a video tour of the mansion and stories of the home from the perspective of characters such as Charles Xavier and Scott Summers. The fake property was listed by agent Kala V. Rhomedren, an anagram for Raven Darkholme.[79][80] That same month, Fox released a faux[image: External link] TV show called "In the Footsteps of..." narrated by George Takei[image: External link] which is inspired by the classic TV series In Search of... that focus on En Sabah Nur's origins.[81][82][83] In May 2016, Fox released a faux TV Commercial for the Xavier School for Gifted Youngsters with Lana Condor as Jubilee. They also released a video voiced mail message a week later and a faux TV show called Fables of the Flush & Fabulous with Robin Leach which is inspired by Leach's show Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous.[84][85][86][87]
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 Billboard controversy




Billboards in Los Angeles and New York City promoting the film garnered controversy for showing an image of Apocalypse choking Mystique, with critics saying the ad advocates violence against women. Among those opposed to the material was actress Rose McGowan[image: External link], who told The Hollywood Reporter: "There is a major problem when the men and women at 20th Century Fox think casual violence against women is the way to market a film. There is no context in the ad, just a woman getting strangled. The fact that no one flagged this is offensive and frankly, stupid."[88] In apologizing for the billboard, Fox said it intended to remove the image from circulation.[89]
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 Release




X-Men: Apocalypse had its world premiere in London[image: External link] on May 9, 2016. The film was released in 20,796 screens across 76 international markets on May 18, 2016,[90][91] one week before its North American[image: External link] debut. Apocalypse was issued both 3D and 2D formats, and in IMAX 3D in select international markets, using the DMR process[image: External link].[92][93] It opened in Korea on May 25 and in China on June 3. It was released in Japan on August 11.[90]
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 Home media




The film was released by 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment on digital download on September 9, 2016, and on DVD, Blu-ray, 3D Blu-Ray and 4K Ultra HD Blu-ray on October 4, 2016.[94] The film topped the national home video sales charts for the week ending on October 9, 2016.[95]
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 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Box office




X-Men: Apocalypse grossed $155.4 million in the U.S. and Canada and $388.5 million in other territories, for a worldwide total of $543.9 million against a budget of $178 million.[2] The film is the fourth-highest-grossing film in the X-Men series (without adjusting for inflation), behind Deadpool, Logan, and X-Men: Days of Future Past.[96] It made 27% less than Days of Future Past.[97]

X-Men: Apocalypse opened in the United States on May 27, 2016 alongside Alice Through the Looking Glass and was projected to gross around $80 million from 4,150 theaters in its opening weekend, and up to $100 million over the four-day Memorial Day weekend.[98][99] It made $8.2 million from Thursday previews at 3,565 theaters (better than its predecessor at $8.1 million).[100][101] On its opening day it earned $26.4 million (including previews), the fourth-lowest opening day amount of the franchise.[102] In its opening weekend, it grossed $65.8 million.[103][104] Over the four-day Memorial weekend it earned $79.8 million,[105] including $9 million from 480 premium large format screens and $19 million from RealD screens.[106] In its second weekend the film grossed $22.3 million (a drop of 66.1%), finishing second at the box office behind Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows.[107]

Elsewhere, X-Men: Apocalypse was released one week before the United States in 76 markets, and grossed $101.5 million from 20,796 screens over the May 18 weekend. It debuted at No. 1 in 71 of those markets, with IMAX contributing $5 million from 246 screens in 57 markets, while RealD took in $18.4 million.[90] It broke opening records for Fox in the Philippines ($4.9 million), India ($3.4 million), Indonesia ($3.1 million), Singapore ($2.8 million), Thailand ($2.7 million) and Colombia ($1.9 million), and had the biggest opening in the X-Men franchise in 33 markets, including Russia ($6.5 million).[90] Its top openings were the United Kingdom ($10.5 million), Mexico ($8.6 million), Brazil ($6.6 million), Russia ($6.5 million) and France ($5.9 million).[90] It opened in China on June 3 and brought in $59 million, the second-largest Fox opening in China and $20 million more than Days of Future Past.[108] It opened next in Japan on August 11.[90]
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 Critical response




X-Men: Apocalypse received mixed reviews from critics.[109] On review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link], the film has an approval rating of 48% based on 291 reviews, with an average rating of 5.6/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "Overloaded action and a cliched villain take the focus away from otherwise strong performers and resonant themes, making X-Men: Apocalypse a middling chapter of the venerable superhero franchise."[110] On Metacritic, the film has a weighted average score of 52 out of 100, based on 48 critics, indicating "mixed or average reviews".[111] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "A−" on an A+ to F scale.[112]

Ignatiy Vishnevetsky of The A.V. Club[image: External link] commented, "Much of what makes X-Men: Apocalypse legitimately interesting also makes it frustrating and lopsided, since Singer and screenwriter-producer Simon Kinberg remain committed to the structure of an overlong comic-book blockbuster, complete with a climax in which the world has to be saved using as many different colors of energy beam as possible."[113] Mike Ryan of Uproxx disparaged the film's story as redundant and stale, arguing "I get it: Life is hard for mutants. We all get it. It’s literally the only thing mutants ever seem to talk about. It is odd that other superheroes seem to get to have some fun, but never the X-Men. Here we are, 16 years later, and everyone involved is still sad. It feels repetitive."[114] Scott Mendelson of Forbes wrote, "X-Men: Apocalypse is the kind of weightless, soulless trifle of a bore that makes comic book superhero movies look bad and makes me not look forward to the next installment."[115] Helen O'Hara of Empire criticized the performances of the main cast and stated that the film felt "messier and heavier than Days of Future Past."[116]

On the other hand Mick LaSalle from the San Francisco Chronicle gave the film a positive review, calling it "a thinking person's action movie" and complimenting its high stakes.[117] Richard Roeper called the film "a visual feast" and lauded its cast, saying "Even the hardcore geeks who like to get their Comic-Con on might be feeling a little superhero fatigue right about now. Still. You owe it to yourself to see Quicksilver do his thing."[118]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sequel




Main article: X-Men: Dark Phoenix


In May 2016, Simon Kinberg said the next X-Men film would be set in the 1990s.[130] He separately said the post-credits scene mentioning the Essex Corporation was related to Logan, and that it could have ties to Gambit[image: External link] as well as the following X-Men film.[131] Bryan Singer said he would be interested in having the villain Proteus in an X-Men film.[132] He also said he will be stepping away from the franchise but could envision returning to it at a later date in some capacity.[133] In February 2017, Sophie Turner said production on the next film would begin soon.[134] On April 22, 2017, 20th Century Fox announced that the film's sequel, X-Men: Dark Phoenix, is scheduled for release on November 2, 2018.[135] In June 2017, it was announced that Kinberg had signed on as director and that Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, Hoult, Shipp, Turner, Sheridan, Smit-McPhee, Munn, and Peters would all be reprising their roles.[136][137]
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Bryan Singer






Bryan Jay Singer (born September 17, 1965)[1] is an American film director, film producer, writer, and actor. He is the founder of Bad Hat Harry Productions and has produced or co-produced almost all of the films he has directed.

Singer wrote and directed his first film in 1988 after graduating from university. His next film, Public Access (1993), was a co-winner of the Grand Jury Prize at the 1993 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. In the mid-1990s, Singer received critical acclaim for directing the neo-noir crime thriller The Usual Suspects (1995), which starred Gabriel Byrne[image: External link], Kevin Spacey[image: External link], Stephen Baldwin[image: External link], and Benicio del Toro[image: External link]. He followed this with another thriller, Apt Pupil (1998), an adaptation of a Stephen King[image: External link] short story about a boy's fascination with a Nazi war criminal.

In the 2000s, he became known for big budget superhero films such as X-Men (2000), for which Singer won the 2000 Saturn Award for Best Direction[image: External link], its sequel X2 (2003), and Superman Returns (2006). He then directed the World War II historical thriller Valkyrie (2008), co-wrote/co-produced X-Men: First Class (2011), and directed the fantasy adventure film Jack the Giant Slayer (2013), as well as two more X-Men films, X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014) and X-Men: Apocalypse (2016). Singer was hired to direct Bohemian Rhapsody, which began filming in September 2017, but was fired on December 4, 2017, due to multiple absences from the production and clashes with actor Rami Malek[image: External link].[2]
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 Early life




Singer was born in New York City, and was adopted by Grace Sinden, an environmental activist, and Norbert Dave Singer, a corporate executive.[1] He grew up in a Jewish[image: External link] household in West Windsor Township, New Jersey[image: External link]. In his early teens, he started making 8mm films as well as experimenting with photography.[3] He attended West Windsor-Plainsboro High School[image: External link], graduating in 1984.[4][5] He studied filmmaking for two years at the School of Visual Arts[image: External link] in New York, and later transferred to the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link] in Los Angeles where he followed the Critical studies program.[6]
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 1980s–1990s




Singer directed a short film in 1988 called Lion's Den involving a number of friends, including actor Ethan Hawke[image: External link], whom he knew from his childhood in New Jersey, and editor John Ottman, whom he had met while working on a friend's short film.[7][8] After a screening of Lion's Den, Singer was approached by someone from Tokuma Japan Productions, a Japanese company interested in funding a series of low-budget films.[9] Singer pitched a concept that eventually became the film Public Access (1993). Ottman again served as editor but this time also composed the score for the film. At the 1993 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link], the film was named as co-winner of the Grand Jury Prize[image: External link] with Ruby in Paradise[image: External link].[10]

In 1994, he founded the production company Bad Hat Harry Production, in homage to Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and the famous line from Jaws[image: External link]. Singer followed this by directing The Usual Suspects, which was screened out of competition at the 1995 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] It was a success, winning Christopher McQuarrie[image: External link] an Academy Award for Best Writing (Original Screenplay)[image: External link], and actor Kevin Spacey[image: External link] an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1998, Singer obtained the rights to adapt Stephen King[image: External link]’s novella Apt Pupil[image: External link], a thriller about an all-American boy discovering that a Nazi[image: External link] war criminal lives in his neighborhood.[11] Singer's film adaptation starred Ian McKellen[image: External link], Brad Renfro[image: External link] and David Schwimmer[image: External link].
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 2000s




In the early 2000s, Singer was hoping to direct Confessions of a Dangerous Mind[image: External link] based on the Chuck Barris[image: External link] book of the same name.[12] The film was later directed by George Clooney[image: External link] for Miramax Films[image: External link] with Sam Rockwell[image: External link] in the lead role. In February 2001, Singer was attempting to produce a new Battlestar Galactica[image: External link] television series for Studios USA[image: External link] (now NBC Universal[image: External link] Television Studio) Speaking to BBC News[image: External link], Singer said he was "confident that the Galactica brand is a sleeping giant. It was a show I watched during its initial run, from the pilot to the final episode. The essence and the brand name is quite potent in a climate where there's a great deficit of sci-fi programming."[13] Singer eventually left the project, which was produced by another team on the Sci Fi Channel[image: External link].

In mid-2004, Singer was in negotiations to direct X-Men: The Last Stand for Fox, when Singer agreed direct Superman Returns for Warner Bros.[image: External link]. In consequence, Fox terminated its production deal with Bad Hat Harry Productions, Singer's production company.[14]

Superman Returns was filmed in Australia in 2005, and was released on June 28, 2006. Singer claimed that he had always admired and identified with the character, citing the fact that he and Superman are both orphans, noting that he was inspired by the 1978 film[image: External link] starring Christopher Reeve[image: External link] and the comics of Alex Ross[image: External link].[15]

In August 2009, Universal Pictures announced that Singer would direct and produce a big screen reimagining of the Battlestar Galactica[image: External link] television series[image: External link] of the late-1970s, which would not draw any material from the Syfy Channel reimagined series[image: External link].[16]

On September 10, 2009, it was announced NBC has partnered with Singer and Bryan Fuller[image: External link] to adapt Augusten Burroughs[image: External link]'s Sellevision[image: External link] into a series about a fictional home shopping network, according to The Hollywood Reporter.[17] Neither project was ultimately produced.

At the premiere of James Cameron[image: External link]'s Avatar[image: External link] on December 16, 2009, Singer confirmed that he would be directing Jack the Giant Slayer (2013) for Warner Bros, and that he had signed on to do X-Men: First Class,[18][19] but conflicts between the two projects led to Singer being only a producer and co-screenwriter on First Class,[20] with Matthew Vaughn[image: External link] taking over directorial duties.[21]
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 2010s




In October 2012, it was announced that Singer would direct the next movie in the series, X-Men: Days of Future Past; Vaughn stayed on as a producer and screenwriter, and the film was released in May 2014.[22] Singer produced the commercials for the ice cream Magnum Gold[image: External link], which featured Benicio del Toro[image: External link].[23] In 2012, Singer was the executive producer alongside Jane Lynch[image: External link] of the short film, Ronny and I,[24] directed by Guy Shalem that screened at Outfest and Cannes.[25][26] Singer directed another X-Men film, X-Men: Apocalypse,[27] that he also produced and co-wrote with Simon Kinberg, Dan Harris, and Michael Dougherty.[28] Days of Future Past stars Hugh Jackman, James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Nicholas Hoult, Jennifer Lawrence, and Evan Peters re-teamed with Singer for Apocalypse.[29][30]

In 2015, Singer, Bad Hat Harry Productions, and Same Name Productions started to collaborate on a documentary project with Guy Shalem. The documentary was set to explore the Israeli–Palestinian conflict[image: External link] through the vantage point of a dynamic Arab-Israeli activist.[31]

In 2016, Fox announced that Singer would direct its version of 20,000 Leagues under the Sea[image: External link], after having been asked to participate on the elaboration of the movie's script.[32]

After the release of X-Men: Apocalypse, Singer expressed interest in directing a solo Mystique film starring Jennifer Lawrence.[33]

In November 2016, it was announced that Singer would direct in the Queen[image: External link] biopic, Bohemian Rhapsody,[34] also producing the film with Jim Beach[image: External link] and Graham King[image: External link].[35] On December 1, 2017, The Hollywood Reporter reported that 20th Century Fox had temporarily halted production due to the "unexpected unavailability" of director Bryan Singer, with sources saying that Singer had failed to return to the set after the Thanksgiving week, leaving producers nervous about the state of production and started discussions about potentially replacing him, at which point cinematographer Newton Thomas Sigel stepped in to direct during Singer's absence.[36] Singer's absence was reportedly due to "a personal health matter concerning [him] and his family".[37] However, other sources claimed that star Rami Malek and the crew had grown tired of Singer's behavior, the director having reportedly shown up late to set on multiple occasions, and repeatedly clashing with Malek.[38] On December 4, 2017, Singer was fired as director, with about two weeks remaining in principal photography.[39] 20th Century Fox terminated his Bad Hat Harry Productions deal with the studio.

At the end of January 2017, Singer signed on to direct an action adventure pilot in the X-Men Universe[image: External link] from 20th TV and Marvel Television[image: External link] which would be broadcast on Fox[image: External link].[40]

Singer served as a producer for the November 2018 film, X-Men: Dark Phoenix. Regarding the filmmaking process for X-Men: Dark Phoenix, Jennifer Lawrence has stated, "[the X-Men movies] have always been fun amidst chaos, and now they were fun with no chaos." According to Inverse[image: External link], her statements indicate that the less chaotic environment was due to screenwriter Simon Kinberg replacing Singer as director.[41]
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 Personal life




Singer is openly bisexual[image: External link],[42] and has said that growing up Jewish and a sexual minority influenced his movies.[43] In October 2014, it was confirmed he was expecting a child with actress Michelle Clunie[image: External link].[44] They later had a son.[45]
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In 1997, a 14-year-old extra accused Singer of asking him and other minors to film a shower scene in the nude for the film Apt Pupil.[46] Two other adolescent boys, 16 and 17 years old, later supported the 14-year-old's claim. The boys claimed trauma from the experience and sought charges against the filmmakers including infliction of emotional distress[image: External link], negligence[image: External link], and invasion of privacy[image: External link].[47] The boys alleged that they were filmed for sexual gratification.[48] A lawsuit was filed but dismissed for insufficient evidence.[49]
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 2014 lawsuits




In April 2014, Singer was accused in a civil lawsuit of sexual assault[image: External link] of a minor. According to the suit filed by attorney Jeff Herman[image: External link], Singer is alleged to have drugged and raped[image: External link] actor and model Michael Egan in Hawaii[image: External link] after meeting him at parties hosted by convicted sex offender[image: External link] Marc Collins-Rector[image: External link] in the late 1990s.[50] Singer's attorney called the allegations "completely fabricated" and said Singer planned to countersue[image: External link].[51] Singer denied the allegations in a statement calling them "outrageous, vicious, and completely false."[52]

On May 22, 2014, Singer's attorney presented evidence to Federal District Judge[image: External link] Susan Oki Mollway[image: External link] stating that neither Singer nor Egan were in Hawaii at the time.[53] In early August 2014, Egan sought to withdraw his lawsuit via a Request for Court Order of Dismissal, and asked that it be granted "without prejudice or an award of costs or fees, in the interest of justice."[54]

In May 2014, another lawsuit was filed by attorney Jeff Herman on behalf of an anonymous British man. Both Singer and producer Gary Goddard[image: External link] (who was also named separately in the first case) were accused of sexually assaulting "John Doe No. 117."[55] According to the lawsuit, Goddard and Singer met the man for sex when he was a minor and engaged in acts of "gender violence" against him while in London for the premiere of Superman Returns.[56] The charge against Singer in this case was dismissed, at the accuser's request, in July 2014.[57]

Singer is cited in the 2014 documentary film on child sexual abuse in Hollywood, An Open Secret[image: External link], although the film makes no specific allegations against him.[58] Author Bret Easton Ellis[image: External link] alleges that two of his former partners have attended underage sex parties hosted by Singer and fellow director Roland Emmerich[image: External link].[59]
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See also: Weinstein effect[image: External link]


In the wake of revelations regarding Harvey Weinstein[image: External link]'s extensive history of sexual harassment and assault[image: External link] in October 2017, further allegations against Singer were revived. Ira Madison III[image: External link] linked Singer to an alleged culture of pedophilia[image: External link] in the Hollywood film industry.[60] After Kevin Spacey[image: External link] was accused of sexual assault later in October, journalist Erin Strecker noted that Singer's name began to trend on Twitter[image: External link] and connected the two phenomena.[61]

On November 6, 2017, seven students at the USC School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link] created a Change.org[image: External link] petition to remove Singer's name from the School's Division of Cinema and Media Studies. Their petition was picked up by British newspaper the Daily Mail and film entertainment website The A.V. Club[image: External link].[62][63]

In the midst of these events, Singer deleted his Twitter account.[64]

On December 7, 2017, Cesar Sanchez-Guzman filed a lawsuit in Washington State against Singer, alleging that the director raped him in 2003 when he was 17 years old.[65]

Following these allegations, the USC School of Cinematic Arts said it will remove Singer's name from its Division of Cinema & Media Studies program.[66]
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Simon Kinberg






Simon David Kinberg[2] (born August 2, 1973)[3] is a British-born American screenwriter[image: External link], film producer[image: External link], television producer[image: External link], and director[image: External link]. He is best known for his work on the X-Men film franchise[image: External link], and has also written such films as Mr. & Mrs. Smith and Sherlock Holmes. He has served as a producer on others including Cinderella[image: External link] and The Martian[image: External link], for which he was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link]. His production company Kinberg Genre has a first-look deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. Kinberg will make his directorial debut[image: External link] with X-Men: Dark Phoenix, from his own screenplay. The film will be released November 2, 2018.
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 Early life




Kinberg was born in London, England[image: External link],[4] the son of Monica Menell-Kinberg and Jud Kinberg, a New York City-born writer and producer. His father's first wife was French actress Suzanne Dalbert[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] From age six, he was raised in Los Angeles, California[image: External link].[5] He is Jewish[image: External link].[6][7] Kinberg graduated from Brentwood High School[image: External link],[3] and then from Brown University[image: External link], Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link], Magna Cum Laude[image: External link]; in 2003 received his MFA from Columbia University[image: External link] School of the Arts, where he won the Zaki Gordon Fellowship for Screenwriting.[4][8]

While still in film school, Kinberg sold a pitch to Warner Brothers, then went on to write scripts for Disney, Sony, and DreamWorks, working with Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Jerry Bruckheimer[image: External link], among others. After finishing school, Kinberg moved to Hollywood, where his first screenwriting credit was a sequel to the hit action film XXX[image: External link] (2002), XXX: State of the Union (2005). His next screenwriting venture was the screenplay for Mr. & Mrs. Smith, directed by Doug Liman[image: External link] and starring Brad Pitt[image: External link] and Angelina Jolie[image: External link]. The script began as Kinberg's thesis project for film school. Kinberg also wrote the pilot episode[image: External link] for a television adaptation of Mr. & Mrs. Smith for ABC TV. He also appears in the movie, in a scene with Brad Pitt[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Kinberg's next screenwriting job was the sequel to X-Men (2000) and X2 (2003), X-Men: The Last Stand (2006), which he co-wrote with Zak Penn[image: External link]. Comic-book writer Chris Claremont[image: External link] wrote the novelization of the film, and made Kinberg a character in the book.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Kinberg reunited with director Doug Liman for the film Jumper (2008). Kinberg wrote and produced the movie, which stars Samuel L. Jackson[image: External link], Hayden Christensen[image: External link], and Diane Lane[image: External link]. The following year, Kinberg was writer of Sherlock Holmes, directed by Guy Ritchie[image: External link], starring Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] and Jude Law[image: External link]. In April 2010, his production company, Genre Films, signed a first-look deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link].[9]

Kinberg was the producer of X-Men: First Class (2011), and both writer and producer of This Means War (2012). He was also co-screenwriter and an executive producer of the film Abraham Lincoln: Vampire Hunter in that same year. In 2013, Kinberg produced Elysium[image: External link].

The following year, Kinberg was the writer and the producer of the film X-Men: Days of Future Past. That same year, he produced Let's Be Cops[image: External link]. In 2015, Kinberg produced the Neill Blomkamp film Chappie[image: External link] and the live-action version of Cinderella[image: External link] at Disney. He also worked on Fantastic Four as writer and producer. His final film of the year was The Martian[image: External link], directed by Ridley Scott[image: External link].

He wrote and produced X-Men: Apocalypse, the next film in the X-Men franchise following X-Men: Days of Future Past. Kinberg produced Deadpool (2016), Logan (2017), and will produce the upcoming New Mutants (2018), Deadpool 2 (2018), and Gambit[image: External link], all of them X-Men spin-off films. He also produced Murder on the Orient Express[image: External link], an adaptation of the Agatha Christie[image: External link] novel of the same name[image: External link].

The Hollywood Reporter initially reported that Lawrence Kasdan[image: External link], writer of The Empire Strikes Back[image: External link] and Return of the Jedi[image: External link], and Kinberg would write and produce Episodes VIII and IX of the new Star Wars[image: External link] films.[10] A week later the publication stated that Kasdan and Kinberg would be working on future Star Wars projects, but not necessarily on Episodes VIII and IX.[11]

In television, he is an executive producer on ABC network's Designated Survivor[image: External link] starring Kiefer Sutherland[image: External link], and on Legion created by Noah Hawley[image: External link] for FX, and The Gifted on Fox Network.
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 Personal life




Kinberg married Mali Heled on July 26, 2001.[2] They have two sons.[5]
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 Awards




Kinberg received a Golden Globe[image: External link] for Best Picture Musical/Comedy for The Martian[image: External link]. He was also nominated for the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link] for the film, as well as multiple other awards including being named to the top ten films of the year by the American Film Institute, and nominated for Best Picture by the Producers Guild of America[image: External link], National Board of Review[image: External link], and Broadcast Film Critics Association[image: External link]. His films have won multiple MTV Movie Awards[image: External link], People's Choice Awards[image: External link], and Teen Choice Awards[image: External link]. He received a lifetime achievement award from the Saturn Awards[image: External link] in 2016. Kinberg also received a Critic's Choice Award[image: External link] for Best Comedy of 2016 for Deadpool, as well as being nominated for a Golden Globe[image: External link] for Best Picture Musical/Comedy for the film.

He was named #61 on the list of 100 most powerful people in Hollywood by The Hollywood Reporter in 2016. The same year, The Hollywood Reporter named Kinberg as the highest-paid screenwriter in Hollywood with a record US$16 million for two X-Men scripts, and named him as one of the highest paid producers in Hollywood with US$40 million for Deadpool[image: External link] in their annual Hollywood Salaries issue.
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Lauren Shuler Donner






Lauren Diane Shuler Donner (born June 23, 1949) is an American film producer, who specializes in mainstream youth and family-oriented entertainment. She owns The Donners' Company with her husband, director Richard Donner[image: External link]. Her films have grossed about $4.5 billion worldwide, mostly due to the X-Men film series[image: External link].[2]
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 Early life and career




Donner was born in Cleveland, Ohio[image: External link], the daughter of a wholesale distributor and a housewife. She was raised in Cleveland, where she took on photography and frequently went to the movies with a cousin. She studied film at Boston University[image: External link], specializing in production and editing. Following the advice of a teacher, she moved to Los Angeles in hopes of entering the entertainment industry.[3]

As Donner worked in Los Angeles as an assistant editor of educational and medical films, she sought other jobs and despite having no original intention to work in television, a chance meeting at NBC[image: External link] headquarters led her to leave her data there. In 1973, the network invited Shuler to a vacation relief program[image: External link] filling in for employees on vacation. She worked on many jobs, but decided that the best for her would be as a camera operator[image: External link] due to her photography experience. After being taught about cameras by the crew of The Tonight Show[image: External link], Shuler asked NBC to work on the local news. Afterwards she freelanced on Metromedia[image: External link], working on rock concert shoots, sitcoms and TV movies. Donner was a rare camerawoman in a male-dominated field, being the first woman admitted to the IATSE[image: External link] Electrical and Camera Guild #659.[3][4]

Eventually Donner decided to work as an associate producer[image: External link], in 1976 joining ABC's Wide World of Entertainment[image: External link].[4] After a traffic accident that had her hospitalized for months, Donner started working with screenwriter friends and became a creative executive/story editor on Motown Productions[image: External link].[5] Her input on the script of Thank God It's Friday[image: External link] (1978) led her to become an associate producer for that film. Next she made her television producing debut in 1979 with the acclaimed Amateur Night at the Dixie Bar and Grill, a television film written and directed by Joel Schumacher[image: External link] in the style of Robert Altman[image: External link]'s Nashville[image: External link]. She got the job by directly asking NBC programming director Charles Engel.[3]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Feature film production career




While working at Motown, Donner became a personal friend of National Lampoon[image: External link] writer John Hughes[image: External link], and convinced him to write a script that would become her feature film producing debut, the 1983 comedy hit Mr. Mom[image: External link], starring Michael Keaton[image: External link].[3] The following year she persuaded Richard Donner to direct Ladyhawke[image: External link], and the two fell in love, marrying a year after the film got released, 1985. She produced only two more of her husband's movies, Radio Flyer[image: External link] (1992), and Timeline[image: External link] (2003). She said their professional relationship helped her learn how to work on action films: "if I hadn't seen how he did action movies, I wouldn't have had the wherewithal to even pursue an X-Men[image: External link] or a Constantine[image: External link], or any of those".[6] Her experience with Schumacher and Hughes led them to invite her to produce St. Elmo's Fire[image: External link] (1985) and Pretty in Pink[image: External link] (1986), both seminal films of the Brat Pack[image: External link] period.[3] Donner had a particularly successful year in 1993 overseeing two solid hits: Dave[image: External link], a homespun political comedy, and Free Willy[image: External link], a family film about a boy and his whale.[6]
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 Personal life




Donner has systemic lupus erythematosus[image: External link],[7] and had kidney problems in her childhood.[3] She has liberal political views and likes to work on movies that express her beliefs – Dave for politics, Free Willy for marine life and Hotel for Dogs[image: External link] for animal rights. She has served on the advisory boards of Planned Parenthood[image: External link] and TreePeople[image: External link], and was instrumental in the campaigning for California Proposition 2[image: External link].[2]
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 Awards and honors




Donner has received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame[image: External link] in 2008, right next to her husband's.[2][6] In 2006, Lauren was awarded the Women in Film[image: External link] Crystal Award[image: External link] along with Jennifer Lopez[image: External link] and Diane Warren[image: External link].[8]
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 Filmography




As producer, except as noted.


	
Thank God It's Friday[image: External link] (1978) (associate producer)

	
Amateur Night at the Dixie Bar and Grill (1979, television film[image: External link])

	
Mr. Mom[image: External link] (1983)

	
Ladyhawke[image: External link] (1985)

	
St. Elmo's Fire[image: External link] (1985)

	
Pretty in Pink[image: External link] (1986)

	
Three Fugitives[image: External link] (1989)

	
Lethal Weapon 3[image: External link] (1992) (cameo; film directed by Richard Donner)

	
Radio Flyer[image: External link] (1992)

	
Dave[image: External link] (1993)

	
Free Willy[image: External link] (1993)

	
Free Willy[image: External link] (1994, TV series) (executive producer)

	
The Favor[image: External link] (1994)

	
Maverick[image: External link] (1994) (cameo; film directed by Richard Donner)

	
Free Willy 2: The Adventure Home[image: External link] (1995)

	
Assassins[image: External link] (1995) (executive producer)

	
Volcano[image: External link] (1997) (executive producer)

	
Free Willy 3: The Rescue[image: External link] (1997) (executive producer)

	
Bulworth[image: External link] (1998) (executive producer)

	
You've Got Mail[image: External link] (1998)

	
Any Given Sunday[image: External link] (1999)

	
X-Men (2000)

	
Out Cold[image: External link] (2001) (executive producer)

	
Just Married[image: External link] (2003) (executive producer)

	
X2 (2003)

	
Timeline[image: External link] (2003)

	
Constantine[image: External link] (2005)

	
She's the Man[image: External link] (2006)

	
X-Men: The Last Stand (2006)

	
Unaccompanied Minors[image: External link] (2006)

	
Semi-Pro[image: External link] (2008) (executive producer)

	
The Secret Life of Bees[image: External link] (2008)

	
Hotel for Dogs[image: External link] (2009)

	
X-Men Origins: Wolverine (2009)

	
Cirque du Freak: The Vampire's Assistant[image: External link] (2009)

	
X-Men: First Class (2011)

	
The Wolverine (2013)

	
X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014)

	
Deadpool (2016)

	
X-Men: Apocalypse (2016)

	
Legion (2017, TV series) (executive producer)

	
Logan (2017)

	
The Gifted (2017, TV series) (executive producer)

	
Deadpool 2 (2018)

	
X-Men: Dark Phoenix (2018)

	
The New Mutants (2019)

	
Gambit[image: External link] (2019)
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Michael Dougherty






For the American soldier, see Michael Dougherty (soldier)[image: External link]. For the composer of the Metropolis Symphony, see Michael Daugherty[image: External link].

Michael Dougherty (born October 28, 1974) is an American film director, producer, and screenwriter, known for his work with Dan Harris on the scripts for Bryan Singer's films X2 and Superman Returns. He's also known for writing and directing the cult horror film Trick 'r Treat[image: External link].[1] On October 28, 2013, at a special screening, it was announced to the surprise of the audience that a sequel will be produced by Legendary Pictures[image: External link].[2] He also directed, co-wrote, and co-produced the horror/comedy Krampus[image: External link] (2015). Dougherty will be co-writing and directing the upcoming sequel Godzilla: King of the Monsters[image: External link] for a March 22, 2019 release date.
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 Early life




Dougherty was born and raised in Columbus, Ohio and attended the Tisch School of Arts at New York University[image: External link] in the Maurice Kanbar Institute of Film and Television, which is where he produced Season's Greetings (1996).[3] His mother is Vietnamese[image: External link].
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 Career




His directorial debut, Trick 'r Treat[image: External link], is based on his own script, and was produced by Bryan Singer.[4] It played at several film festivals, before being released on DVD on October 6, 2009 in the US and Canada.[5] In December 2014, he began work on his horror film Krampus[image: External link], which was released in December 2015,[6] and co-wrote the script for X-Men: Apocalypse (2016), with Singer, Dan Harris and Simon Kinberg, with Singer once again as director.[7] In October 2016, it was revealed that Dougherty will write the script for Godzilla: King of the Monsters[image: External link] along with Zach Shields.[8] A day later, it was reported that Dougherty is also in negotiations to direct Godzilla: King of the Monsters.[9] In January 2017, Dougherty was officially announced as the director for Godzilla: King of the Monsters.[10][11]

Dougherty is an artist and some of his artwork is displayed on his official website[citation needed[image: External link]].
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 Awards





	2009 – Won the Toronto After Dark Silver Audience Award for Trick 'r Treat


	2008 – Won the Screamfest Audience Choice Award for Trick 'r Treat


	2007 – Won the Saturn Award for Best Writing[image: External link] for Superman Returns (shared with Dan Harris)

	2004 – Nominated for the Saturn Award for Best Writing for X2 (shared with Dan Harris)

	2003 – Won the Screamfest Best Animated Short Award for Deadtime Stories
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 Comic books




Bryan Singer, Dougherty and Dan Harris provided the plots to four comic book prequels to Superman Returns. The four forty-page comic book prequels were published by DC Comics[image: External link] throughout the month of June 2006 and bridged the gap between the second Superman film[image: External link] and Superman Returns.


	
Superman Returns: Krypton to Earth - Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris




	Summary: In the first of the four prequels, fans will revisit the Man of Steel’s origins and witness how the world has been transformed in Superman[image: External link]’s absence.




	
Superman Returns: Ma Kent[image: External link] - Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris




	Summary: The second special conceived by Bryan Singer and illustrated by Karl Kerschl spotlights the life of the woman who raised the Man of Tomorrow—and explores how she survived a world without Superman.




	
Superman Returns: Lex Luthor[image: External link] - Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris




	Summary: Lex Luthor always dreamed of a world without a Superman. How will Superman’s arch-nemesis react when he finally gets what he’s wanted for so many years?




	
Superman Returns: Lois Lane[image: External link] - Story by Bryan Singer, Michael Dougherty, and Dan Harris




	Summary: Lois Lane has loved... and lost... the Man of Steel. How will this intrepid reporter rebound from Superman’s absence?
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Dan Harris (screenwriter)






Dan Harris (born August 29, 1979) is an American screenwriter and director best known for working with Michael Dougherty and Bryan Singer, and whose writing credits include Superman Returns, X2 and X-Men: Apocalypse.
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 Early life




Harris was raised in Kingston, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. He went to Wyoming Valley West Middle and High schools, and graduated from Wyoming Seminary[image: External link]. Before he received his bachelor's degree from Columbia University[image: External link], Harris’s short film Urban Chaos Theory won the Grand Jury Prize for Best Short Film at the NoDance Film Festival, and the following winter, his short film, "The Killing of Candice Klein", played at the 2002 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Career




Harris made his feature film directing debut with Imaginary Heroes[image: External link], starring Sigourney Weaver[image: External link], Jeff Daniels[image: External link], Emile Hirsch[image: External link] and Michelle Williams[image: External link]. The film had its world premiere at the 29th Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link] and opened Winter 2005 after being given special recognition for excellence in filmmaking from the National Board of Review[image: External link].

In addition to Superman Returns, Harris and his writing partner Michael Dougherty have co-written many films, including Urban Legends: Bloody Mary[image: External link] and X2, which he wrote at the age of 22 for director Bryan Singer, an assignment offered to him after the director read the screenplay for Imaginary Heroes. In the same year, he was honored as one of Variety’s top 10 screenwriters to watch.

Harris is working on I, Lucifer[image: External link], a film that Harris will be directing, based on the best-selling novel which he adapted with Michael Dougherty. Harris and Dougherty opted out of writing the upcoming Superman sequel expected to be released in 2010.[needs update[image: External link]]

Harris co-wrote X-Men: Apocalypse with Singer, Dougherty and Simon Kinberg.[1]

Also with Dougherty and Singer, Harris wrote the Superman Returns prequel comic books for DC Comics[image: External link]. Recently[ when?[image: External link]], Harris’ photography has twice been published by New York fashion and arts landmark Visionaire[image: External link] and he was part of Vanity Fair’s "Hollywood Portfolio" in 2005.
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X-Men






This article is about the superhero team. For other uses, see X-Men (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The X-Men are a fictional[image: External link] team of superheroes[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. Created by writer Stan Lee and artist/co-writer Jack Kirby, the characters first appeared in The X-Men[image: External link] #1 (September 1963). They are among the most recognizable and successful intellectual properties of Marvel Comics, appearing in numerous books, television shows, films[image: External link], and video games.

The X-Men are Mutants[image: External link], a subspecies of humans who are born with superhuman abilities activated by the "X Gene". The X-Men fight for peace and equality between normal humans and mutants in a world where antimutant bigotry is fierce and widespread. They are led by Charles Xavier, also known as Professor X, a powerful mutant telepath who can control and read minds. Their archenemy is Magneto, a powerful mutant with the ability to generate and control magnetic fields[image: External link]. Professor X and Magneto have opposing views and philosophies regarding the relationship between mutants and humans. While Professor X works towards peace and understanding between mutants and humans. Magneto views humans as a threat and believes in taking an aggressive approach against them, though he has found himself working alongside the X-Men from time to time.

Professor X is the founder of Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters at a location commonly called the X-Mansion, which recruits mutants from around the world. Located in Salem Center[image: External link] in Westchester County, New York, the X-Mansion is the home and training site of the X-Men. The founding five members of the X-Men who appear in The X-Men[image: External link] #1 (September 1963) are Angel (Archangel), Beast, Cyclops, Iceman[image: External link], and Marvel Girl (Jean Grey); Professor X and Magneto also made their first appearances in The X-Men[image: External link] #1. Since then, dozens of mutants from various countries and diverse backgrounds have held membership as X-Men.
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 Background and creation




In 1963, with the success of Spider-Man[image: External link] in Amazing Fantasy[image: External link], as well as the Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], co-creator Stan Lee wanted to create another group of superheroes but did not want to have to explain how they got their powers. In 2004, Lee recalled, "I couldn't have everybody bitten by a radioactive spider or exposed to a gamma ray explosion. And I took the cowardly way out. I said to myself, 'Why don't I just say they're mutants[image: External link]. They were born that way.'"[1]

In a 1987 interview, Kirby said,

Lee devised the series title after Marvel publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link] turned down the initial name, "The Mutants," stating that readers would not know what a "mutant" was.[3]

Within the Marvel Universe[image: External link], the X-Men are widely regarded to have been named after Professor Xavier himself. The original explanation for the name, as provided by Xavier in The X-Men #1 (1963), is that mutants "possess an extra power... one which ordinary humans do not!! That is why I call my students... X-Men, for EX-tra power!"[4]
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 Publication history
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 1960s




Early X-Men issues introduced the original team composed of Cyclops, Marvel Girl, Beast, Angel, and Iceman[image: External link], along with their archenemy Magneto and his Brotherhood of Evil Mutants[image: External link] featuring Mastermind[image: External link], Quicksilver, Scarlet Witch[image: External link], and Toad[image: External link]. The comic focused on a common human theme of good versus evil and later included storylines and themes about prejudice[image: External link] and racism[image: External link], all of which have persisted throughout the series in one form or another. The evil side in the fight was shown in human form and under some sympathetic beginnings via Magneto, a character who was later revealed to have survived Nazi concentration camps only to pursue a hatred for normal humanity. His key followers, Quicksilver and the Scarlet Witch, were Romani[image: External link]. Only one new member of the X-Men was added, Mimic[image: External link]/Calvin Rankin,[5] but soon left due to his temporary loss of power.[6]

The title lagged in sales behind Marvel's other comic franchises. In 1969, writer Roy Thomas[image: External link] and illustrator Neal Adams[image: External link] rejuvenated the comic book and gave regular roles to two recently introduced characters: Havok/Alex Summers (who had been introduced by Roy Thomas before Adams began work on the comic) and Lorna Dane, later called Polaris[image: External link] (created by Arnold Drake[image: External link] and Jim Steranko[image: External link]). However, these later X-Men issues failed to attract sales and Marvel stopped producing new stories with issue #66, later reprinting a number of the older comics as issues #67–93.[7]
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 1970s




In Giant-Size X-Men[image: External link] #1 (1975), writer Len Wein[image: External link] and artist Dave Cockrum[image: External link] introduced a new team that starred in a revival of The X-Men, beginning with issue #94[image: External link]. This new team replaced the previous members with the exception of Cyclops, who remained. This team differed greatly from the original. Unlike in the early issues of the original series, the new team was not made up of teenagers and they also had a more diverse background. Each was from a different country with varying cultural and philosophical beliefs, and all were already well-versed in using their mutant powers, several being experienced in combat. The "all-new, all-different X-Men"[8] were led by Cyclops, from the original team, and consisted of the newly created Colossus[image: External link] (from the Soviet Union[image: External link]), Nightcrawler (from West Germany[image: External link]), Storm (from Kenya[image: External link]), and Thunderbird[image: External link] (a Native American[image: External link] of Apache[image: External link] descent), and three previously introduced characters: Banshee (from Ireland[image: External link]), Sunfire[image: External link] (from Japan[image: External link]), and Wolverine (from Canada[image: External link]). Wolverine eventually became the breakout character[image: External link] on the team and, in terms of comic sales and appearances, the most popular X-Men character. However, this team would not remain whole for long as Sunfire quit immediately and never really accepted the other members, and Thunderbird would die in the very next mission. Filling in the vacancy, a revamped Jean Grey soon rejoined the X-Men under her new persona of "Phoenix". Angel, Beast, Iceman, Havok, and Polaris[image: External link] also made significant guest appearances.

The revived series was illustrated by Cockrum, and later by John Byrne[image: External link], and written by Chris Claremont[image: External link]. Claremont became the series' longest-running contributor.[9] The run met with critical acclaim and produced such landmark storylines as the death of Thunderbird, the emergence of Phoenix, the saga of the Starjammers[image: External link] and the M'Kraan Crystal, the introduction of Alpha Flight[image: External link] and the Proteus saga.[10] Other characters introduced during this time include Amanda Sefton[image: External link], Mystique, and Moira MacTaggert, with her genetic research facility on Muir Island[image: External link].

The 1980s began with the comic's best-known story arc, the Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link], which saw Phoenix manipulated by the illusionist Mastermind and becoming corrupted with an overwhelming lust for power and destruction as the evil Dark Phoenix. Other important storylines included Days of Future Past[image: External link], the saga of Deathbird[image: External link] and the Brood[image: External link], the discovery of the Morlocks, the invasion of the Dire Wraiths and The Trial of Magneto, as well as X-Men: God Loves, Man Kills[image: External link], the partial inspiration for the 2003 movie X2: X-Men United.[11]

By the early 1980s, X-Men was Marvel's top-selling comic title. Its sales were such that distributors and retailers began using an "X-Men index", rating each comic book publication by how many orders it garnered compared to that month's issue of X-Men.[12] The growing popularity of Uncanny X-Men and the rise of comic book specialty stores led to the introduction of a number of ongoing spin-off series nicknamed "X-Books." The first of these was The New Mutants[image: External link], soon followed by Alpha Flight[image: External link], X-Factor[image: External link], Excalibur[image: External link], and a solo Wolverine[image: External link] title. When Claremont conceived a story arc, the Mutant Massacre[image: External link], which was too long to run in the monthly X-Men, editor Louise Simonson[image: External link] decided to have it overlap into several X-Books. The story was a major financial success,[13] and when the later Fall of the Mutants[image: External link] was similarly successful, the marketing department declared that the X-Men lineup would hold such crossovers[image: External link] annually.[14]

Throughout the decade, Uncanny X-Men was written solely by Chris Claremont, and illustrated for long runs by John Byrne, Dave Cockrum, Paul Smith[image: External link], John Romita, Jr.[image: External link], and Marc Silvestri[image: External link]. Additions to the X-Men during this time were Kitty Pryde[image: External link]/Shadowcat, Dazzler, Forge[image: External link], Longshot[image: External link], Psylocke, Rogue[image: External link], Rachel Summers[image: External link]/Phoenix, and Jubilee. In a controversial move, Professor X relocated to outer space to be with Lilandra Neramani[image: External link], Majestrix of the Shi'ar[image: External link] Empire, in 1986. Magneto then joined the X-Men in Xavier's place and became the director of the New Mutants. This period also included the emergence of the Hellfire Club[image: External link], the arrival of the mysterious Madelyne Pryor[image: External link], and the villains Apocalypse, Mister Sinister, Mojo[image: External link], and Sabretooth[image: External link].
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 1990s




In 1991, Marvel revised the entire lineup of X-Men comic book titles, centered on the launch of a second X-Men series, simply titled X-Men[image: External link]. With the return of Xavier and the original X-Men to the team, the roster was split into two strike forces: Cyclops's "Blue Team" (chronicled in X-Men) and Storm's "Gold Team" (in The Uncanny X-Men).

Its first issues were written by longstanding X-Men writer Chris Claremont[image: External link] and drawn and co-plotted by Jim Lee[image: External link]. Retailers pre-ordered over 8.1 million copies of issue #1, generating and selling nearly $7 million (though retailers probably sold closer to 3 million copies),[15] making it, according to Guinness Book of World Records[image: External link], the best-selling comic book of all-time. Guinness presented honors to Claremont at the 2010 San Diego Comic-Con.[16][17][18]

Another new X-book released at the time was X-Force[image: External link], featuring the characters from The New Mutants[image: External link], led by Cable[image: External link]; it was written by Rob Liefeld[image: External link] and Fabian Nicieza[image: External link]. Internal friction soon split the X-books' creative teams. In a controversial move, X-Men editor Bob Harras[image: External link] sided with Lee (and Uncanny X-Men artist Whilce Portacio[image: External link]) over Claremont in a dispute over plotting. Claremont left after only three issues of X-Men, ending his 16-year run as X-Men writer.[19] Marvel replaced Claremont briefly with John Byrne[image: External link], who scripted both books for a few issues. Byrne was then replaced by Nicieza and Scott Lobdell[image: External link], who would take over the majority of writing duties for the X-Men until Lee's own departure months later when he and several other popular artists (including former X-title artists Liefeld, Portacio, and Marc Silvestri[image: External link]) would leave Marvel to form Image Comics[image: External link]. Jim Lee's X-Men designs would be the basis for much of the X-Men animated series and action figure line as well as several Capcom video games.

The 1990s saw an even greater number of X-books with numerous ongoing series and miniseries running concurrently. X-book crossovers continued to run annually, with "The X-Tinction Agenda[image: External link]" in 1990, "The Muir Island Saga[image: External link]" in 1991, "X-Cutioner's Song[image: External link]" in 1992, "Fatal Attractions[image: External link]" in 1993, "Phalanx Covenant[image: External link]" in 1994, "Legion Quest"/"Age of Apocalypse[image: External link]" in 1995, " Onslaught[image: External link]" in 1996, and "Operation: Zero Tolerance[image: External link]" in 1997. Though the frequent crossovers were criticized by fans as well as editorial and creative staff for being artificially regular, disruptive to the direction of the individual series, and having far less lasting impact than promised, they continued to be financially successful.[14]

There were many new popular additions to the X-Men in the 1990s, including Gambit, Cable[image: External link], and Bishop[image: External link]. Gambit became one of the most popular X-Men, rivaling even Wolverine in size of fanbase after his debut in Uncanny X-Men #266 (Aug. 1990). Many of the later additions to the team came and went, such as Joseph[image: External link], Maggott[image: External link], Marrow[image: External link], Cecilia Reyes[image: External link], and a new Thunderbird[image: External link]. Xavier's New Mutants[image: External link] grew up and became X-Force[image: External link], and the next generation of students began with Generation X[image: External link], featuring Jubilee and other teenage mutants led and schooled by Banshee and ex-villainess Emma Frost[image: External link] at her Massachusetts Academy. In 1998, Excalibur[image: External link] and X-Factor[image: External link] ended and the latter was replaced with Mutant X[image: External link], starring Havok stranded in a parallel universe[image: External link]. Marvel launched a number of solo series, including Deadpool[image: External link], Cable[image: External link], Bishop[image: External link], X-Man[image: External link], and Gambit, but few of the series would survive the decade.
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 2000s




In 2000, Claremont returned to Marvel and was put back on the primary X-Men titles during the Revolution[image: External link] revamp. He was later removed from the two flagship titles in 2001 and created his spin-off series, X-Treme X-Men[image: External link]. X-Men had its title changed to New X-Men[image: External link] and writer Grant Morrison[image: External link] took over. The book is often referred to as the Morrison-era, due to the drastic changes he made, beginning with "E Is For Extinction[image: External link]," where a new villain, Cassandra Nova[image: External link], destroys Genosha[image: External link], killing sixteen million mutants. Morrison also brought reformed ex-villain Emma Frost[image: External link] into the primary X-Men team, and opened the doors of the school by having Xavier "out" himself to the public about being a mutant. The bright spandex costumes that had become iconic over the previous decades were replaced by black leather street clothes reminiscent of the uniforms of the X-Men films. Morrison also introduced Xorn[image: External link], who would figure prominently in the climax of his run. Ultimate X-Men[image: External link] set in Marvel's revised imprint was also launched, while Chuck Austen[image: External link] began his controversial run on Uncanny X-Men[image: External link].

Several short-lived spin-offs and miniseries started featuring several X-Men in solo series, such as Emma Frost, Gambit, Mystique, Nightcrawler, and Rogue. Another series, Exiles[image: External link], started at the same time and concluded in December 2007 which led to New Exiles in January 2008 written by Claremont. Cable and Deadpool's books were merged into one book, Cable & Deadpool[image: External link]. Following Morrison's departure, a third core X-Men title, Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] was launched which was written by Joss Whedon[image: External link]. New X-Men: Academy X[image: External link] was also launched focusing on the lives of the new young mutants at the Institute. This period included the resurrections of Colossus and Psylocke, a new death for Jean Grey, who later returned temporarily in the X-Men: Phoenix - Endsong[image: External link], as well as Emma Frost becoming the new headmistress of the Institute. The Institute formerly ran as a school, until the depowering[image: External link] of 98% of the mutant population served as a safe haven to mutants who are still powered.

In 2007, the "Messiah Complex[image: External link]" storyline saw the destruction of the Xavier Institute and the disbanding of the X-Men. It spun the new volumes of X-Force[image: External link], following the team led by Wolverine, and Cable, following Cable's attempts at protecting Hope Summers[image: External link]. X-Men was renamed into X-Men: Legacy which focused on Professor X, Rogue and Gambit. Under Cyclops's leadership, the X-Men later reformed in Uncanny X-Men #500, with their new base located in San Francisco.[20] Uncanny X-Men returned to its roots as the flagship title for the X-Franchise and served as the umbrella under which the various X-Books co-exist. In 2009, Messiah War[image: External link] written by Craig Kyle[image: External link] and Chris Yost[image: External link] served as the second part in the trilogy that began with Messiah Complex was released. Utopia[image: External link] written by Matt Fraction, was a crossover of Dark Avengers[image: External link] and Uncanny X-Men that served as a part of the "Dark Reign[image: External link]" storyline. A new New Mutants[image: External link] volume written by Zeb Wells, which featured the more prominent members of the original team reunited was launched. Magneto joined the X-Men during the Nation X[image: External link] storyline to the dismay of other members of the X-Men, such as Beast, who left the team.[21] Magneto began to work with Namor to transform Utopia into a homeland for both mutants and Atlanteans.[22] After the conclusion of Utopia, Rogue[image: External link] became the main character of X-Men: Legacy.

Notable additions to the X-Men have been Emma Frost, Husk[image: External link], Northstar[image: External link], Armor[image: External link], Pixie[image: External link] and Warpath[image: External link], while former villains such as Juggernaut[image: External link], Lady Mastermind[image: External link], Mystique, and Sabretooth[image: External link] became members of the X-Men. Other notable story arcs of this decade are "E Is For Extinction[image: External link]" (2001), "Planet X[image: External link]," "Here Comes Tomorrow[image: External link]," " Gifted[image: External link]" (2004), "House of M[image: External link]" (2005), Deadly Genesis[image: External link] (2005–2006), "Endangered Species[image: External link]" (2007), "Divided We Stand[image: External link]" (2008), "Manifest Destiny[image: External link]" (2008–2009), X-Infernus[image: External link], and " Necrosha[image: External link]" (2009). The X-Men were also involved in the "Secret Invasion[image: External link]" storyline.
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 2010s




In 2010, "Second Coming[image: External link]" continued the plot threads on Messiah Complex and House of M, and in 2012 "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" served as a closure to those story lines. It featured the death of Professor X and reappearance of new mutants.[23][24] In 2011, the aftermath of the "X-Men: Schism[image: External link]" led to the fallout between Wolverine and Cyclops. Featured in a new series titled Wolverine and the X-Men[image: External link], Wolverine rebuilt the original X-Mansion and named it as Jean Grey School for Higher Learning.

In 2012, as part of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] relaunch, several X-Men titles were canceled and relaunched, including X-Force, X-Factor, X-Men: Legacy, X-Men[image: External link] and Uncanny X-Men. The relaunched Uncanny X-Men featured Cyclops, his team and the new mutants, taking up residency in the Weapon X[image: External link] facility, which they have rebuilt into a school — the New Charles Xavier School for Mutants. New flagship titles such as Amazing X-Men[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link] were launched. The latter featured the original five X-Men members who were brought to the present day. In 2013, for the 50th anniversary of the X-Men, "Battle of the Atom[image: External link]" was published which involved members of both X-Men schools trying to decide what to do about the time-displaced original X-Men. In 2014, Wolverine was killed off in the "Death of Wolverine[image: External link]" story arc.

In 2015, as part of "All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link]", three team books were launched: the second volume of All-New X-Men, the fourth volume of Uncanny X-Men and Extraordinary X-Men[image: External link].[25] X-23 took on the mantle of Wolverine and got a new solo series and Old Man Logan[image: External link] also received a new ongoing series. During this period, the mutants dealt with the threat of the Terrigen[image: External link] cloud that circulated the world that appeared to be toxic to them, placing the X-Men at odds with the Inhumans[image: External link]. The X-Men also dealt with Apocalypse resurfacing, and the truth of what happened between Cyclops and the Inhumans that led to his death. Storm's team resided in Limbo[image: External link] and worked to bring mutants to safety away from the Terrigen. Magneto's team took on a more militant approach. Beast worked alongside the Inhumans to attempt to find a way to alter the state of the Terrigen, but later discovered that it couldn't be altered and would have rendered earth toxic for mutants. This revelation caused the X-Men to declare war against the Inhumans.

In 2017, the ResurrXion[image: External link] lineup was launched with X-Men: Prime. It introduced new titles; X-Men Blue[image: External link], X-Men Gold[image: External link], Weapon X[image: External link], new volumes of Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] and Generation X[image: External link] and new solo series for Cable, Jean Grey, and Iceman. With the Terrigen gone, the X-Men vacated Limbo and moved to Central Park[image: External link] where they returned to their heroic roots instead of constantly living in fear for their survival. Other notable changes include Kitty Pryde as the new leader of the X-Men, the time-displaced X-Men working with Magneto, Old Man Logan turning Weapon X into a black ops team, and mutant characters crossing over from Earth-1610[image: External link] to the Earth-616 universe. Early 2018 saw the Phoenix Force returning to earth and mysteriously resurrecting the original Jean Grey. A new series featuring the original Jean leading a team of X-Men called X-Men Red[image: External link] was released later that same month.

Notable additions to the X-Men have been X-23, Hope Summers and M[image: External link]. Other notable story arcs of this decade are "Curse of the Mutants[image: External link]" (2010-2011), "Age of X[image: External link]", " Regenesis[image: External link]" (2011), " AXIS[image: External link]" (2014), "The Black Vortex[image: External link]" (2015), "Death of X[image: External link]" (2016), "Inhumans vs. X-Men[image: External link]" (2016-2017) and Phoenix Resurrection (2017-2018).
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 Storytelling elements




The X-Men use many recurring plot-devices and motifs for their various story arcs over the years that have become commonplace within the X-Men canon.
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 Time travel




Many of the X-Men's stories delve into time travel[image: External link] either in the sense of the team traveling through time on a mission, villains traveling through time to alter history, or certain characters traveling from the past or future in order to join the present team. Story arcs and spin-offs that are notable for using this plot device include Days of Future Past[image: External link], Messiah Complex[image: External link], All-New X-Men[image: External link], Messiah War[image: External link], and Battle of the Atom[image: External link]. Characters who are related to time travel include: Apocalypse, Bishop, Cable, Old Man Logan[image: External link], Prestige, Hope Summers, Tempus[image: External link], and Stryfe[image: External link].[26]
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 Death and resurrection




One of the most recurring plot devices used in the X-Men franchise is death and resurrection, mostly in the sense of Jean Grey and her bond with the Phoenix. Though not as iconic as Jean and the Phoenix, many other X-Men characters have died and come back to life on occasion. Death and resurrection has become such a common occurrence in the X-books that the characters have mentioned on numerous occasions that they're not strangers to death or have made comments that death doesn't always have a lasting affect on them. X-Necrosha[image: External link] is a particular story arc that sees Selene[image: External link] temporarily reanimate many of the X-Men's dead allies and enemies in order for her to achieve godhood.[27][non-tertiary source needed[image: External link]]
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 Fate




Many of the characters deal with the topic of fate. In particular, Destiny's[image: External link] abilities of precognition have affected certain plot points in the X-Men's history long after she was killed off due to both the X-Men and their enemies constantly searching for her missing diaries that foretell certain futures. The topic of fate takes center stage yet again in a story arc called "The Extremists" involving attacks against the Morlocks[image: External link] due to one of them seeing a dark future for their people.[28] Some characters believe they already know their own fates, such as Apocalypse believing he is fated to rule the mutants or Magneto believing he is fated to lead the mutants to rise up against humans. Other characters such as Jean, Prestige, Evan Sabanur[image: External link], Hope Summers, and Warren Worthington III have all been wary of their fates and have all taken measures to alter their futures.
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 Space travel




Space travel[image: External link] has been a common staple in the X-Men books beginning with the Phoenix and Dark Phoenix sagas. Since then space has been involved in many stories involving the X-Men's allies and occasional rivals the Shi'ar[image: External link] along with stories involving the Phoenix Force. Space has been the setting for many stories involving the likes of The Brood[image: External link], such as the story arc where the villainous species was first introduced.[29] Through space noteworthy characters like The Starjammers[image: External link] and Vulcan[image: External link] were introduced. Space Travel played a major role in Joss Whedon's[image: External link] run on Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] via the introduction of S.W.O R.D.[image: External link] and especially in one of the final story arcs under his authorship called "Unstoppable".[30][31] Other notable story arcs involving space included "X-Men: The End[image: External link]," "Rise and Fall of the Shi'ar Empire," "X-Men: Kingbreaker[image: External link]," "War of Kings[image: External link]," and "The Black Vortex[image: External link]."
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 Sanity




The topic of sanity has been addressed in many of the major heroes and villains of X-Men. Most famously this is addressed in Jean Grey when she gains near omnipotence through the Phoenix and Professor Xavier[image: External link] after he violently uses his powers against Magneto, unintentionally creating Onslaught. Mystique's sanity wavers throughout the franchise as her constant transformations causes more and more of her mind to fracture.[32][33] Ever since swapping bodies with Revanche[image: External link], Psylocke has occasionally struggled to maintain her sanity due to her more aggressive nature and new powers. The character Deadpool is famous for his blatant lack of sanity. After Magneto stripped Wolverine of his metal bones, Wolverine began to become increasingly feral throughout most of the mid to late 1990s X-Men comics. The nature of Rogue's powers affecting her sanity due to her retaining the memories of others has been a central plot device on many occasions, most famously retaining Ms. Marvel's[image: External link] psyche throughout most of the 1980s. Most recently Emma Frost's sanity has become fractured ever since Cyclops died in her arms, causing her to declare war against Inhumans.[34] Other characters who have had issues with sanity include Cyclops, Sabretooth, Magik[image: External link], Quentin Quire[image: External link], X-23, and Prestige.
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 Political warfare[image: External link]




In the Marvel Universe, mutant rights is one of the hot controversial political topics and is something that is addressed numerous times in the X-books as a plot device. While some politicians like Valerie Cooper[image: External link] have legitimately tried to help the X-Men, most have made it their mission to discredit the X-Men in order to eliminate mutants once and for all. Senator Robert Kelly[image: External link] began his platform on a strong outspoken anti-mutant sentiment until he changed his mind after being rescued by mutants later on in his career. When Sabretooth's human son Graydon Creed[image: External link] ran for office, the X-Men sent in Cannonball[image: External link] and Iceman to discreetly join his campaign team and find anything on his anti-mutant agenda. This continued until it boiled to a head when his assassination led to "Operation: Zero Tolerance[image: External link]." Some of the issues presented in the comics serve as allegory to modern issues in the real world, such as Lydia Nance suggesting mass mutant deportation.[35][36]
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 World of the X-Men




See also: Mutant (Marvel Comics)[image: External link]


The X-Men exist in the Marvel Universe along with other characters featured in Marvel Comics series. They often meet characters from other series, and the global nature of the mutant concept means the scale of stories can be highly varied. The X-Men's enemies range from mutant thieves to galactic threats.

Historically, the X-Men have been based in the Xavier Institute, in the town of Salem, located in Westchester County, New York, and are often portrayed as a family. The X-Mansion is often depicted with three floors and two underground levels. To the outside world, it acted as a higher learning institute until the 2000s, when Xavier was publicly exposed as a mutant at which point it became a known mutant boarding school[image: External link]. Xavier funds a corporation aimed at reaching mutants worldwide, though it ceased to exist following the 2005 "Decimation" storyline. The X-Men benefit from advanced technology such as Xavier tracking down mutants with a device called Cerebro which amplifies his powers; the X-Men train within the Danger Room[image: External link], first depicted as a room full of weapons and booby traps, now as generating holographic simulations; and the X-Men travel in their Blackbird jet[image: External link].
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 Fictional places




The X-Men introduced several fictional locations which are regarded as important within the shared universe in which Marvel Comics characters exist:


	
Asteroid M[image: External link], an asteroid made by Magneto, a mutant utopia and training facility off of the Earth's surface.

	Avalon, Magneto's space station[image: External link] that served as the primary base for him and his Acolytes to create a mutants-only safe haven after Magneto drastically reverted to his villainous ways.

	
Genosha[image: External link], an island near Madagascar and a longtime apartheid[image: External link] regime against mutants. The U.N. gave control to Magneto until the E Is for Extinction story saw Genosha destroyed via mass genocide[image: External link].

	
Limbo[image: External link], a hellish dimension heavily populated by demons. Whoever possesses the Soulsword bears control over and can draw power from Limbo. In Extraordinary X-Men[image: External link] the X-Men made Limbo their home after Terrigen started making earth uninhabitable for mutants.

	
Madripoor[image: External link], an island in South East Asia[image: External link], near Singapore. Its location is shown to be in the southern portion of the Strait of Malacca[image: External link], south west of Singapore.

	Mojoverse, an alternate dimension ruled by the tyrant Mojo[image: External link] focused on creating violent reality entertainment[image: External link] usually featuring captive mutants

	
Murderworld[image: External link], fictional twisted amusement park designed by the Marvel supervillain known as Arcade.

	
Muir Island[image: External link], a remote island off the coast of Scotland[image: External link]. This is primarily known in the X-Men universe as the home of Moira MacTaggert's laboratory.

	
Mutant Town[image: External link] (also known as District X), an area in Alphabet City, Manhattan[image: External link], populated largely by mutants and beset by poverty and crime.

	New Tien, a mutant-ran region in the United States west coast where mutants are the majority over humans that was created after Hydra took over the states[image: External link]. Emma Frost secretly leads New Tien via telepathically possessing Xorn as New Tien's puppet ruler[image: External link].

	
Savage Land[image: External link], a preserved location in Antarctica[image: External link] which is home to a number of extinct species, most notably dinosaurs[image: External link], and strange tribes.

	
Shi'ar throneworld Chandilar[image: External link], the home world of the X-Men's occasional extra-terrestrial[image: External link] allies The Shi'ar.

	
Utopia[image: External link], Cyclops had Asteroid M raised from the Pacific Ocean off the coast of the San Francisco as a response to the rise of anti-mutant sentiment to form a mutant nation.
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 Other versions





	"Age of Apocalypse[image: External link]" – In a world where Professor X is killed before he can form the X-Men, Magneto leads the X-Men in a dystopian world ruled by Apocalypse. Created and reverted via time travel.

	"Days of Future Past[image: External link]" – Sentinels have either killed or placed into concentration camps almost all mutants. Prevented by the time-traveling Kate Pryde (the adult Kitty Pryde/Shadowcat).

	"House of M[image: External link]" – Reality is altered by Scarlet Witch[image: External link], with her father Magneto as the world's ruler. 2005's crossover event, it concludes with a reversion to the normal Marvel Universe, albeit with most mutants depowered[image: External link].

	
Marvel 1602[image: External link] – Mutants are known as the "Witchbreed" in this alternate reality set during the time of The Inquisition[image: External link]. Carlos Javier creates a "school for the children of gentlefolk" to serve as a safe haven and training ground.

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] – Set in a dystopian world with new characters looking to the original X-Men as history, becoming X-Men 2099[image: External link] and X-Nation 2099[image: External link].

	
Mutant X[image: External link] – Set in a world where Scott Summers was captured along with his parents by the Shi'ar and only Alex escaped, allowing him to be the eventual leader of this Universe's X-Men ("The Six"). The Mutant X universe reimagines Mr. Fantastic[image: External link], Nick Fury[image: External link], and Professor X as villains and Doctor Doom[image: External link] and Apocalypse as heroes.

	
Ultimate X-Men[image: External link] – Set in the reimagined Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] universe.

	
X-Men Forever[image: External link] – An alternate continuity diverging from X-Men, vol. 2 #3, continuing as though writer Chris Claremont had never left writing the series.[37]


	
X-Men Noir[image: External link] – Set in the 1930s, with the X-Men as a mysterious criminal gang and the Brotherhood as a secret society of corrupt cops.

	
X-Men: The End[image: External link] – A possible ending to the X-Men's early 2005 status quo.

	
X-Men '92[image: External link] – Follows "Secret Wars", the X-Men of the 1992 TV Series, received their own comic book series.[38]
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 Reflecting social issues




The conflict between mutants and normal humans is often compared to real-world conflicts experienced by minority groups in America[image: External link] such as African Americans[image: External link], Jews[image: External link], various religious (or "non-religious") groups such as Muslims[image: External link] and Atheists[image: External link], Communists[image: External link], the LGBT[image: External link] community, the transgender[image: External link] community, etc.[39][40] It has been remarked that attitudes towards mutants do not make sense in the context of the Marvel Universe, since non-mutants with similar powers are rarely regarded with fear; X-Men editor Ann Nocenti[image: External link] remarked that "I think that's literary, really - because there is no difference between Colossus and the Torch[image: External link]. If a guy comes into my office in flames, or a guy comes into my office and turns to steel, I'm going to have the same reaction. It doesn't really matter that I know their origins. [...] as a book, The X-Men has always represented something different - their powers arrive at puberty, making them analogous to the changes you go through at adolescence - whether they're special, or out of control, or setting you apart - the misfit identity theme."[41] Also on an individual level, a number of X-Men serve a metaphorical[image: External link] function as their powers illustrate points about the nature of the outsider.


	
Racism[image: External link]: Although this was not initially the case, Professor X has come to be compared to civil rights[image: External link] leader Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] and Magneto to the more militant Malcolm X[image: External link].[42][43][44] The X-Men’s purpose is sometimes referred to as achieving "Xavier’s dream," perhaps a reference to King’s historic "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech.[45] (Magneto, in the first film, quotes Malcolm X with the line "By any means necessary[image: External link].") X-Men comic books have often portrayed mutants as victims of mob violence[image: External link], evoking images of the lynching[image: External link] of African Americans in the age before the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].[46] Sentinels and anti-mutant hate groups such as Friends of Humanity[image: External link], Humanity's Last Stand, the Church of Humanity[image: External link], and Stryker's Purifiers[image: External link] are thought to often represent oppressive forces like the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] giving a form to denial of civil rights and amendments.[47] In the 1980s, the comic featured a plot involving the fictional island nation of Genosha[image: External link], where mutants are segregated and enslaved by an apartheid[image: External link] state. This is widely interpreted as a reference to the situation in South Africa[image: External link] at the time.[48]


	
Anti-Semitism[image: External link]: Explicitly referenced in recent decades is the comparison between antimutant sentiment and anti-Semitism. Magneto, a Holocaust[image: External link] survivor, sees the situation of mutants as similar to those of Jews in Nazi Germany[image: External link].[43][49] At one point he even utters the words "never again" in a 1992 episode of the X-Men animated series. The mutant slave labor camps on the island of Genosha[image: External link], in which numbers were burned into mutant's foreheads, show much in common with Nazi concentration camps[image: External link],[49][50][51] as do the internment camps of the classic "Days of Future Past[image: External link]" storyline.[52] In the third X-Men film, when asked by Callisto: "If you're so proud of being a mutant, then where's your mark?" Magneto shows his concentration camp tattoo, while mentioning that he will never let another needle touch his skin. In the prequel film X-Men: First Class, a fourteen-year-old Magneto suffers Nazi human experimentation[image: External link] during his time in the camps and witnesses his mother's death by gunshot.

	
Diversity[image: External link]: Characters within the X-Men mythos hail from a wide variety of nationalities. These characters also reflect religious, ethnic or sexual minorities. Examples include Kitty Pryde, Sabra[image: External link] and Magneto who are of Jewish descent[image: External link]. Dust[image: External link] and M[image: External link] who are Muslim[image: External link], Nightcrawler who is a devout Catholic[image: External link]. Neal Shaara/Thunderbird[image: External link] who is Hindu[image: External link]. Jubilee is Chinese American[image: External link], Gambit is born to Cajun[image: External link] parents from New Orleans, Louisiana[image: External link] and Rogue[image: External link] is from Caledecott County, Mississippi[image: External link]. Warpath along with his deceased brother the first Thunderbird are Native Americans of Apache descent[image: External link]. Storm represents two aspects of the African diaspora as her father was African American[image: External link] and her mother was Kenyan[image: External link]. Karma[image: External link] was portrayed as a devout Catholic from Vietnam[image: External link], who regularly attended Mass and confession when she was introduced as a founding member of the New Mutants[image: External link].[53] This team also included Wolfsbane[image: External link] (a devout Scottish[image: External link] Presbyterian[image: External link]), Danielle Moonstar[image: External link] (a Native Americans of Cheyenne descent[image: External link]), Cannonball[image: External link], and was later joined by Magma[image: External link] (a devout Greco-Roman[image: External link] classical religionist). Different nationalities included Wolverine, Aurora[image: External link], Northstar[image: External link], Deadpool and Transonic[image: External link] from Canada[image: External link]; Colossus and Magik from Russia[image: External link]; Banshee and Siryn[image: External link] from Ireland[image: External link]; Dust from Afghanistan[image: External link]; Psylocke, Wolfsbane and Chamber[image: External link] from the United Kingdom[image: External link]; Sunfire, Armor[image: External link], Surge[image: External link] and Zero[image: External link] from Japan[image: External link]; Sunspot from Brazil[image: External link]; M from Monaco[image: External link]; Nightcrawler from Germany[image: External link]; Sabra from Israel[image: External link]; Omega Sentinel[image: External link], Neal Shaara, Kavita Rao[image: External link] and Indra[image: External link] from India[image: External link]; Velocidad[image: External link] from Mexico[image: External link]; Oya[image: External link] from Nigeria[image: External link]; Primal[image: External link] from Ukraine[image: External link]; etc.[47][54][55]


	
LGBT themes[image: External link]: Some commentators have noted the similarities between the struggles of mutants and the LGBT[image: External link] community, noting the onset of special powers around puberty[image: External link] and the parallels between being closeted[image: External link] and the mutants' concealment of their powers.[56] In the comics series, gay and bisexual[image: External link] characters include Anole[image: External link], Bling![image: External link], Destiny, Karma, Mystique, Psylocke, Courier[image: External link], Northstar[image: External link] (whose marriage was depicted in the comics in 2012), Graymalkin[image: External link], Rictor[image: External link], Shatterstar[image: External link] and the Ultimate version[image: External link] of Colossus. In the film X2, Iceman's mother asks him, "Have you ever tried not being a mutant?" after revealing that he is a mutant; the comics version of the character was then revealed to be gay in 2015. Transgender[image: External link] issues also come up with shapechangers like Mystique, Copycat[image: External link], and Courier who can change gender at will. It has been said that the comic books and the X-Men animated series delved into the AIDS epidemic with a long-running plot line about the Legacy Virus[image: External link], a seemingly incurable disease thought at first to attack only mutants (similar to the AIDS virus which at first was spread through the gay community).[57] In the film X-Men: First Class, Hank McCoy is asked by his CIA boss why he never disclosed his mutant identity, the response was "you didn't ask, I didn't tell"[image: External link].


	
Red Scare[image: External link]: Occasionally, undercurrents of the "Red Scare" are present. Senator Robert Kelly's proposal of a Mutant Registration Act[image: External link] is similar to the efforts of United States Congress[image: External link] to try to ban communism[image: External link] in the United States.[51] In the 2000 X-Men film, Kelly exclaims, "We must know who these mutants are and what they can do," even brandishing a "list" of known mutants (a reference to Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link]'s list of Communist Party USA[image: External link] members who were working in the government).[58]


	
Religion[image: External link]: Religion is an integral part of several X-Men storylines. It is presented as both a positive and negative force, sometimes in the same story. The comics explore religious fundamentalism[image: External link] through the person of William Stryker and his Purifiers, an antimutant group that emerged in the 1982 graphic novel God Loves, Man Kills[image: External link]. The Purifiers believe that mutants are not human beings but children of the devil, and have attempted to exterminate them several times, most recently in the "Childhood's End" storyline. By contrast, religion is also central to the lives of several X-Men, such as Nightcrawler, a devout Catholic[image: External link], and Dust[image: External link], a devout Sunni Muslim[image: External link] who wears an Islamic niqāb[image: External link].[54]


	
Subculture[image: External link]: In some cases, the mutants of the X-Men universe sought to create a subculture of the typical mutant society portrayed. The Morlocks, though mutants like those attending Xavier's school, hide away from society within the tunnels of New York. These Morlock tunnels serve as the backdrop for several X-Men stories, most notably The Mutant Massacre[image: External link] crossover. This band of mutants illustrates another dimension to the comic, that of a group that further needs to isolate itself because society won't accept it.[59][60] In Grant Morrison[image: External link]’s stories of the early 2000s, mutants are portrayed as a distinct subculture with "mutant bands," mutant use of code-names as their primary form of self-identity (rather than their given birth names), and a popular mutant fashion designer who created outfits tailored to mutant physiology[image: External link]. The series District X[image: External link] takes place in an area of New York City called "Mutant Town."[48] These instances can also serve as analogies for the way that minority groups establish subcultures and neighborhoods of their own that distinguish them from the broader general culture. Director Bryan Singer has remarked that the X-Men franchise has served as a metaphor for acceptance of all people for their special and unique gifts. The mutant condition that is often kept secret from the world can be analogous to feelings of difference and fear usually developed in everyone during adolescence.[citation needed[image: External link]]


	
Genocide[image: External link]: Genocide and its psychological after-affects, primarily survivor guilt[image: External link], are recurring elements in some of the most significant X-Men story arcs. Magneto was a survivor of The Holocaust[image: External link] and witnessed the genocide of his people, severely scarring him emotionally and leaving him with a strong distrust of humanity. Because of this he constantly toes the line between ally and enemy of the X-Men. The iconic Days of Future Past[image: External link] story line saw an alternate future where Sentinels committed genocide on most of the world's mutants.[61] In Rachel Summers' original timeline, she was captured by humans and turned into a 'hound' used to hunt down other mutants in order to capture and kill them, leaving her extremely traumatized by the experience and knowledge that she unwittingly assisted in the genocide of her own people. Bishop's childhood consisted of him being trapped in a mutant concentration camp, leaving him so emotionally scarred as an adult that upon returning to the past he was prepared to kill a baby who might have caused his future[image: External link]. When Cassandra Nova[image: External link] committed genocide on Genosha, the event left both Emma Frost[image: External link][62] and Polaris[image: External link][63][64] traumatized by survivors guilt as they were amongst the limited few survivors. While taking some time off in Germany, Nightcrawler witnessed the genocide of numerous mutants.The event left him as an emotional shell of who he used to be because of the trauma of what he witnessed until he had psychic therapy with Jean[image: External link] to help him cope.[65] Other characters who have either committed or have survived Genocide include Mystique, Callisto[image: External link], Apocalypse, Onslaught, Bastion[image: External link], Mister Sinister, Hope Summers, Cable, and the Phoenix Force.
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 Cultural impact




The insecurity and anxieties in Marvel's early 1960s comic books such as The Fantastic Four[image: External link], The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], The Incredible Hulk[image: External link], and X-Men ushered in a new type of superhero, very different from the certain and all-powerful superheroes before them, and changed the public's perception of superheroes.[66]
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 See also





	X-Men in other media

	List of Marvel Comics superhero debuts[image: External link]
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Stan Lee






This article is about the comics creator. For other uses, see Stan Lee (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Stan Lee[1] (born Stanley Martin Lieber /'li:ber /[image: External link], December 28, 1922) is an American comic-book writer, editor, film executive producer, and publisher. He was formerly editor-in-chief of Marvel Comics,[2] and later its publisher[3] and chairman[4] before leaving the company to become its chairman emeritus, as well as a member of the editorial board.[5]

In collaboration with several artists, including Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko[image: External link], he co-created fictional characters[image: External link] including Spider-Man[image: External link], the Hulk[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], the Fantastic Four[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], the X-Men, and, with the addition of co-writer Larry Lieber[image: External link], the characters Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link] and Thor[image: External link]. In addition, he challenged the comics industry's censorship organization, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], indirectly leading to it updating its policies. Lee subsequently led the expansion of Marvel Comics from a small division of a publishing house to a large multimedia[image: External link] corporation.

He was inducted into the comic book industry's Will Eisner Award Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1994 and the Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] in 1995. Lee received a National Medal of Arts[image: External link] in 2008.



TOP[image: External link]
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 Early life




Stanley Martin Lieber was born on December 28, 1922 in New York City,[6] in the apartment of his Romanian-born Jewish[image: External link] immigrant parents, Celia (née Solomon) and Jack Lieber, at the corner of West 98th Street and West End Avenue[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link].[7][8] His father, trained as a dress cutter[image: External link], worked only sporadically after the Great Depression[image: External link],[7] and the family moved further uptown to Fort Washington Avenue[image: External link],[9] in Washington Heights, Manhattan[image: External link]. Lee has one younger brother named Larry Lieber[image: External link].[10] He said in 2006 that as a child he was influenced by books and movies, particularly those with Errol Flynn[image: External link] playing heroic roles.[11] By the time Lee was in his teens, the family was living in an apartment at 1720 University Avenue in The Bronx[image: External link]. Lee has described it as "a third-floor apartment facing out back". Lee and his brother shared the bedroom, while their parents slept on a foldout couch.[10]

Lee attended DeWitt Clinton High School[image: External link] in the Bronx.[12] In his youth, Lee enjoyed writing, and entertained dreams of one day writing the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[13] He has said that in his youth he worked such part-time jobs as writing obituaries[image: External link] for a news service[image: External link] and press releases[image: External link] for the National Tuberculosis[image: External link] Center;[14] delivering sandwiches for the Jack May pharmacy to offices in Rockefeller Center[image: External link]; working as an office boy for a trouser manufacturer; ushering at the Rivoli Theater on Broadway[image: External link];[15] and selling subscriptions to the New York Herald Tribune[image: External link] newspaper.[16] He graduated from high school early, aged 16½ in 1939, and joined the WPA[image: External link] Federal Theatre Project[image: External link].[17]
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 Early career




With the help of his uncle Robbie Solomon,[18] Lee became an assistant in 1939 at the new Timely Comics[image: External link] division of pulp magazine[image: External link] and comic-book publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link]'s company. Timely, by the 1960s, would evolve into Marvel Comics. Lee, whose cousin Jean[19] was Goodman's wife, was formally hired by Timely editor Joe Simon[image: External link].[n 1]

His duties were prosaic at first. "In those days [the artists] dipped the pen in ink, [so] I had to make sure the inkwells were filled", Lee recalled in 2009. "I went down and got them their lunch, I did proofreading, I erased the pencils from the finished pages for them".[21] Marshaling his childhood ambition to be a writer, young Stanley Lieber made his comic-book debut with the text filler "Captain America[image: External link] Foils the Traitor's Revenge" in Captain America Comics[image: External link] #3 ( cover-dated[image: External link] May 1941), using the pseudonym Stan Lee,[22] which years later he would adopt as his legal name. Lee later explained in his autobiography and numerous other sources that he had intended to save his given name for more literary work. This initial story also introduced Captain America's trademark ricocheting shield-toss.[23]:11

He graduated from writing filler to actual comics with a backup feature, "'Headline' Hunter, Foreign Correspondent", two issues later. Lee's first superhero co-creation was the Destroyer[image: External link], in Mystic Comics[image: External link] #6 (August 1941). Other characters he co-created during this period fans and historians call the Golden Age of Comic Books[image: External link] include Jack Frost[image: External link], debuting in U.S.A. Comics[image: External link] #1 (August 1941), and Father Time[image: External link], debuting in Captain America Comics #6 (August 1941).[23]:12–13

When Simon and his creative partner Jack Kirby left late in 1941, following a dispute with Goodman, the 30-year-old publisher installed Lee, just under 19 years old, as interim editor.[23]:14 [24] The youngster showed a knack for the business that led him to remain as the comic-book division's editor-in-chief, as well as art director for much of that time, until 1972, when he would succeed Goodman as publisher.[2][25]

Lee entered the United States Army[image: External link] in early 1942 and served in the US in the Signal Corps[image: External link], repairing telegraph poles[image: External link] and other communications equipment.[26] He was later transferred to the Training Film Division, where he worked writing manuals, training films[image: External link], and slogans, and occasionally cartooning[image: External link].[27] His military classification, he says, was "playwright"; he adds that only nine men in the US Army were given that title.[28] Vincent Fago[image: External link], editor of Timely's "animation comics" section, which put out humor and funny animal[image: External link] comics, filled in until Lee returned from his World War II military service[image: External link] in 1945.

In the mid-1950s, by which time the company was now generally known as Atlas Comics[image: External link], Lee wrote stories in a variety of genres including romance[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, science fiction, medieval adventure, horror[image: External link] and suspense. In the 1950s, Lee teamed up with his comic book colleague Dan DeCarlo[image: External link] to produce the syndicated newspaper strip, My Friend Irma, based on the radio comedy[image: External link] starring Marie Wilson[image: External link].[29] By the end of the decade, Lee had become dissatisfied with his career and considered quitting the field.[30][31]
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In the late 1950s, DC Comics[image: External link] editor Julius Schwartz[image: External link] revived the superhero archetype[image: External link] and experienced a significant success with its updated version of the Flash[image: External link], and later with super-team the Justice League of America[image: External link]. In response, publisher Martin Goodman assigned Lee to come up with a new superhero team. Lee's wife suggested him to experiment with stories he preferred, since he was planning on changing careers and had nothing to lose.[30][31]

Lee acted on that advice, giving his superheroes a flawed humanity, a change from the ideal archetypes that were typically written for preteens. Before this, most superheroes were idealistically perfect people with no serious, lasting problems.[32] Lee introduced complex, naturalistic[image: External link] characters[33] who could have bad tempers, fits of melancholy, and vanity; they bickered amongst themselves, worried about paying their bills and impressing girlfriends, got bored or even were sometimes physically ill.

The first superhero group Lee and artist Jack Kirby created together was the Fantastic Four[image: External link], based on previous Kirby superhero team Challengers of the Unknown[image: External link] published by DC Comics[34] The team's immediate popularity[35] led Lee and Marvel's illustrators to produce a cavalcade of new titles. Again working with Kirby, Lee co-created the Hulk[image: External link],[36] Thor[image: External link],[37] Iron Man[image: External link],[38] and the X-Men;[39] with Bill Everett[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link];[40] and with Steve Ditko[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link][41] and Marvel's most successful character, Spider-Man[image: External link],[42] all of whom lived in a thoroughly shared universe[image: External link].[43] Lee and Kirby gathered several of their newly created characters together into the team title The Avengers[image: External link][44] and would revive characters from the 1940s such as the Sub-Mariner[image: External link][45] and Captain America.[46]

Comics historian Peter Sanderson[image: External link] wrote that in the 1960s:

Lee's revolution extended beyond the characters and storylines to the way in which comic books engaged the readership and built a sense of community between fans and creators.[48] He introduced the practice of regularly including a credit panel on the splash page of each story, naming not just the writer and penciller but also the inker and letterer. Regular news about Marvel staff members and upcoming storylines was presented on the Bullpen Bulletins[image: External link] page, which (like the letter columns that appeared in each title) was written in a friendly, chatty style. Lee has said that his goal was for fans to think of the comics creators as friends, and considered it a mark of his success on this front that, at a time when letters to other comics publishers were typically addressed "Dear Editor", letters to Marvel addressed the creators by first name (e.g. "Dear Stan and Jack").[26] By 1967, the brand was well-enough ensconced in popular culture that a March 3 WBAI[image: External link] radio program with Lee and Kirby as guests was titled "Will Success Spoil Spiderman" [sic].[49]

Throughout the 1960s, Lee scripted, art-directed and edited most of Marvel's series, moderated the letters pages, wrote a monthly column called "Stan's Soapbox[image: External link]", and wrote endless promotional copy, often signing off with his trademark motto, " Excelsior[image: External link]!" (which is also the New York state motto[image: External link]). To maintain his workload and meet deadlines, he used a system that was used previously by various comic-book studios, but due to Lee's success with it, became known as the "Marvel Method[image: External link]". Typically, Lee would brainstorm a story with the artist and then prepare a brief synopsis rather than a full script. Based on the synopsis, the artist would fill the allotted number of pages by determining and drawing the panel-to-panel storytelling. After the artist turned in penciled pages, Lee would write the word balloons[image: External link] and captions, and then oversee the lettering and coloring. In effect, the artists were co-plotters, whose collaborative first drafts Lee built upon. Lee recorded messages to the newly formed Merry Marvel Marching Society[image: External link] fan club in 1965.[50]

Following Ditko's departure from Marvel in 1966, John Romita Sr.[image: External link] became Lee's collaborator on The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]. Within a year, it overtook Fantastic Four to become the company's top seller.[51] Lee and Romita's stories focused as much on the social and college lives of the characters as they did on Spider-Man's adventures.[52] The stories became more topical, addressing issues such as the Vietnam War[image: External link],[53] political elections,[54] and student activism[image: External link].[55] Robbie Robertson[image: External link], introduced in The Amazing Spider-Man #51 (August 1967) was one of the first African-American characters in comics to play a serious supporting role.[56] In the Fantastic Four series, the lengthy run by Lee and Kirby produced many acclaimed storylines as well as characters that have become central to Marvel, including the Inhumans[image: External link][57][58] and the Black Panther[image: External link],[59] an African king who would be mainstream comics' first black superhero.[60]

The story frequently cited as Lee and Kirby's finest achievement[61][62] is the three-part "Galactus Trilogy[image: External link]" that began in Fantastic Four #48 (March 1966), chronicling the arrival of Galactus[image: External link], a cosmic giant who wanted to devour the planet, and his herald, the Silver Surfer[image: External link].[63][64] Fantastic Four #48 was chosen as #24 in the 100 Greatest Marvels of All Time[image: External link] poll of Marvel's readers in 2001. Editor Robert Greenberger[image: External link] wrote in his introduction to the story that "As the fourth year of the Fantastic Four came to a close, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby seemed to be only warming up. In retrospect, it was perhaps the most fertile period of any monthly title during the Marvel Age."[65] Comics historian Les Daniels[image: External link] noted that "[t]he mystical and metaphysical elements that took over the saga were perfectly suited to the tastes of young readers in the 1960s", and Lee soon discovered that the story was a favorite on college campuses.[66] Lee and artist John Buscema[image: External link] launched The Silver Surfer[image: External link] series in August 1968.[67][68]

The following year, Lee and Gene Colan[image: External link] created the Falcon[image: External link], comics' first African-American superhero in Captain America[image: External link] #117 (September 1969).[69] Then in 1971, Lee indirectly helped reform the Comics Code[image: External link].[70] The U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare[image: External link] had asked Lee to write a comic-book story about the dangers of drugs and Lee conceived a three-issue subplot in The Amazing Spider-Man #96–98 ( cover-dated[image: External link] May–July 1971), in which Peter Parker's best friend becomes addicted to pills. The Comics Code Authority refused to grant its seal because the stories depicted drug use; the anti-drug context was considered irrelevant. With Goodman's cooperation and confident that the original government request would give him credibility, Lee had the story published without the seal. The comics sold well and Marvel won praise for its socially conscious efforts.[71] The CCA subsequently loosened the Code to permit negative depictions of drugs, among other new freedoms.[72][73]

Lee also supported using comic books to provide some measure of social commentary about the real world, often dealing with racism and bigotry[image: External link].[74] "Stan's Soapbox", besides promoting an upcoming comic book project, also addressed issues of discrimination, intolerance, or prejudice.[75][76]

In 1972, Lee stopped writing monthly comic books to assume the role of publisher. His final issue of The Amazing Spider-Man was #110 (July 1972)[77] and his last Fantastic Four was #125 (August 1972).[78]
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In later years, Lee became a figurehead and public face for Marvel Comics. He made appearances at comic book conventions around America, lecturing at colleges and participating in panel discussions. Lee and John Romita Sr. launched the Spider-Man newspaper comic strip[image: External link] on January 3, 1977.[79] Lee's final collaboration with Jack Kirby, The Silver Surfer: The Ultimate Cosmic Experience, was published in 1978 as part of the Marvel Fireside Books[image: External link] series and is considered to be Marvel's first graphic novel[image: External link].[80] Lee and John Buscema produced the first issue of The Savage She-Hulk[image: External link] (February 1980), which introduced the female cousin of the Hulk[81] and crafted a Silver Surfer story for Epic Illustrated[image: External link] #1 (Spring 1980).[82] He moved to California in 1981 to develop Marvel's TV and movie properties. He has been an executive producer for, and has made cameo appearances in, Marvel film adaptations and other movies. He occasionally returned to comic book writing with various Silver Surfer projects including a 1982 one-shot drawn by John Byrne[image: External link],[83] the Judgment Day graphic novel illustrated by John Buscema,[84] the Parable limited series drawn by French artist Mœbius[image: External link],[85] and The Enslavers graphic novel with Keith Pollard[image: External link].[86] Lee was briefly president of the entire company, but soon stepped down to become publisher instead, finding that being president was too much about numbers and finance and not enough about the creative process he enjoyed.[87]

Peter Paul[image: External link] and Lee began a new Internet-based superhero[image: External link] creation, production, and marketing studio, Stan Lee Media[image: External link], in 1998.[88] It grew to 165 people and went public through a reverse merger structured by investment banker Stan Medley in 1999, but, near the end of 2000, investigators discovered illegal stock manipulation by Paul and corporate officer Stephan Gordon.[89] Stan Lee Media filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy protection[image: External link] in February 2001.[90] Paul was extradited to the U.S. from Brazil and pleaded guilty to violating SEC Rule 10b-5[image: External link] in connection with trading of his stock in Stan Lee Media.[91][92] Lee was never implicated in the scheme. In 2001, Lee, Gill Champion, and Arthur Lieberman formed POW! (Purveyors of Wonder) Entertainment[image: External link] to develop film, television and video game properties. Lee created the risqué animated superhero series Stripperella[image: External link] for Spike TV[image: External link]. In 2004 POW! Entertainment went public. Also that year, Lee announced a superhero program that would feature Ringo Starr[image: External link], the former Beatle[image: External link], as the lead character.[93][94] Additionally, in August of that year, Lee announced the launch of Stan Lee's Sunday Comics,[95] a short-lived subscription service hosted by Komikwerks.com[image: External link]. On March 15, 2007, after Stan Lee Media had been purchased by Jim Nesfield, the company filed a lawsuit against Marvel Entertainment for $5 billion, claiming Lee had given his rights to several Marvel characters to Stan Lee Media in exchange for stock and a salary.[96] On June 9, 2007, Stan Lee Media sued Lee; his newer company, POW! Entertainment; and POW! subsidiary QED Entertainment.[97][98]

In 2008, Lee wrote humorous captions for the political fumetti[image: External link] book Stan Lee Presents Election Daze: What Are They Really Saying?.[99] In April of that year, Brighton Partners and Rainmaker Animation[image: External link] announced a partnership POW! to produce a CGI film series, Legion of 5.[100] Other projects by Lee announced in the late 2000s included a line of superhero comics for Virgin Comics[image: External link],[101] a TV adaptation of the novel Hero[image: External link],[102] a foreword to Skyscraperman[image: External link] by skyscraper fire-safety advocate and Spider-Man fan Dan Goodwin[image: External link],[103] a partnership with Guardian Media Entertainment[image: External link] and The Guardian Project[image: External link] to create NHL[image: External link] superhero mascots[104] and work with the Eagle Initiative program to find new talent in the comic book field.[105]

In October, Lee announced he would partner with 1821 Comics on a multimedia imprint for children, Stan Lee's Kids Universe, a move he said addressed the lack of comic books targeted for that demographic; and that he was collaborating with the company on its futuristic graphic novel Romeo & Juliet[image: External link]: The War, by writer Max Work and artist Skan Srisuwan.[106][107] At the 2012 San Diego Comic-Con International, Lee announced his YouTube channel, Stan Lee's World of Heroes[image: External link], which airs programs created by Lee, Mark Hamill[image: External link], Peter David[image: External link], Adrianne Curry[image: External link], and Bonnie Burton[image: External link] among others.[108][109][110][111] Lee wrote the book, Zodiac released in January 2015, with Stuart Moore[image: External link].[112] The film Stan Lee's Annihilator, based on a Chinese prisoner-turned-superhero named Ming and in production since 2013, is set for a 2015 release.[113][114][115]

In his later career, Lee's contributions continued to expand outside the style that he helped pioneer. An example of this is his first work for DC Comics in the 2000s, launching the Just Imagine...[image: External link] series, in which Lee re-imagined the DC superheroes Superman[image: External link], Batman[image: External link], Wonder Woman[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and the Flash[image: External link].[116] Manga[image: External link] projects involving Lee include Karakuridôji Ultimo[image: External link], a collaboration with Hiroyuki Takei[image: External link], Viz Media[image: External link] and Shueisha[image: External link],[117] and Heroman[image: External link], serialized in Square Enix[image: External link]'s Monthly Shōnen Gangan with the Japanese company Bones[image: External link].[118][119] In 2011, Lee started writing a live-action musical, The Yin and Yang Battle of Tao.[120]

This period also saw a number of collaborators honor Lee for his influence on the comics industry. In 2006, Marvel commemorated Lee's 65 years with the company by publishing a series of one-shot comics starring Lee himself meeting and interacting with many of his co-creations, including Spider-Man, Doctor Strange, the Thing[image: External link], Silver Surfer[image: External link], and Doctor Doom[image: External link]. These comics also featured short pieces by such comics creators as Joss Whedon[image: External link] and Fred Hembeck[image: External link], as well as reprints of classic Lee-written adventures.[121] At the 2007 Comic-Con International[image: External link], Marvel Legends[image: External link] introduced a Stan Lee action figure[image: External link]. The body beneath the figure's removable cloth wardrobe is a re-used mold of a previously released Spider-Man action figure, with minor changes.[122] Comikaze Expo[image: External link], Los Angeles' largest comic book convention, was rebranded as Stan Lee's Comikaze Presented by POW! Entertainment[image: External link] in 2012.[123]

At the 2016 Comic-Con International[image: External link], Lee introduced his digital graphic novel Stan Lee's 'God Woke',[124][125][126] with text originally written as a poem he presented at Carnegie Hall[image: External link] in 1972.[127] The print-book version won the 2017 Independent Publisher Book Awards[image: External link]' Outstanding Books of the Year Independent Voice Award.[128]
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The Stan Lee Foundation[image: External link] was founded in 2010 to focus on literacy, education, and the arts. Its stated goals include supporting programs and ideas that improve access to literacy resources, as well as promoting diversity, national literacy, culture and the arts.[129]

Stan Lee has donated portions of his personal effects to the University of Wyoming[image: External link] at various times, between 1981 and 2001.[130]
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See also: List of comics creators appearing in comics § Stan Lee[image: External link]


Stan Lee and his collaborator Jack Kirby appear as themselves[image: External link] in The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #10 (January 1963), the first of several appearances within the fictional Marvel Universe[image: External link].[131] The two are depicted as similar to their real-world counterparts, creating comic books based on the "real" adventures of the Fantastic Four.

Lee was parodied by Kirby in comics published by rival DC Comics[image: External link] as Funky Flashman[image: External link].[132] Kirby later portrayed himself, Lee, production executive Sol Brodsky[image: External link], and Lee's secretary Flo Steinberg[image: External link] as superheroes in What If[image: External link] #11 (October 1978), "What If the Marvel Bullpen Had Become the Fantastic Four?", in which Lee played the part of Mister Fantastic[image: External link]. Lee has also made numerous cameo appearances in many Marvel titles, appearing in audiences and crowds at many characters' ceremonies and parties, and hosting an old-soldiers reunion in Sgt. Fury and his Howling Commandos[image: External link] #100 (July 1972). Lee appeared, unnamed, as the priest at Luke Cage[image: External link] and Jessica Jones[image: External link]' wedding in New Avengers Annual #1 (June 2006). He pays his respects to Karen Page[image: External link] at her funeral in Daredevil[image: External link] vol. 2, #8 (June 1998), and appears in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #169 (June 1977).

In 1994, artist Alex Ross[image: External link] rendered Lee as a bar patron on page 44 of Marvels[image: External link] #3.[133]

In Marvel's " Flashback[image: External link]" series of titles cover-dated[image: External link] July 1997, a top-hatted caricature of Lee as a ringmaster[image: External link] introduced stories that detailed events in Marvel characters' lives before they became superheroes, in special "-1" editions of many Marvel titles. The "ringmaster" depiction of Lee was originally from Generation X[image: External link] #17 (July 1996), where the character narrated a story set primarily in an abandoned circus. Though the story itself was written by Scott Lobdell[image: External link], the narration by "Ringmaster Stan" was written by Lee, and the character was drawn in that issue by Chris Bachalo[image: External link].

Lee and other comics creators are mentioned on page 479 of Michael Chabon[image: External link]'s 2000 novel about the comics industry The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay[image: External link]. Chabon also acknowledges a debt to Lee and other creators on the book's Author's Note page.

On one of the last pages of Truth: Red, White & Black[image: External link], Lee appears in a real photograph among other celebrities on a wall of the Bradley home.[134] Under his given name of Stanley Lieber, Stan Lee appears briefly in Paul Malmont[image: External link]'s 2006 novel The Chinatown Death Cloud Peril.[135]

In Stan Lee Meets Superheroes[image: External link], which Lee wrote, he comes into contact with some of his favorite creations.[121] Stan Lee and Jack Kirby appear as professors in Marvel Adventures Spider-Man[image: External link] #19.

In Lavie Tidhar[image: External link]'s 2013 The Violent Century, Lee appears – under his birth name of "Stanley Martin Lieber" – as a historian of superhumans.[136]
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See also: Stan Lee cameos[image: External link]


Lee has had cameo appearances in many Marvel film and television projects. A few of these appearances are self-aware and sometimes reference Lee's involvement in the creation of certain characters. Lee has been a credited executive producer[image: External link] on most Marvel film and television projects since the 1990 direct-to-video Captain America film.
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 Marvel television
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 Animation





	One of Lee's earliest contributions to animation based on Marvel properties was narrating the 1980s Incredible Hulk animated series[image: External link], always beginning his narration with a self-introduction and ending with "This is Stan Lee saying, Excelsior!" Lee had previously narrated the "Seven Little Superheroes" episode of Spider-Man and His Amazing Friends[image: External link], which the Hulk series was paired with for broadcast.

	Lee did the narration for the original 1989 X-Men animated series pilot titled X-Men: Pryde of the X-Men.


	Lee was an executive producer of the 1990s animated TV series Spider-Man[image: External link]. He appeared as himself in animated form in the final episode titled "Farewell, Spider-Man[image: External link]". Spider-Man is transported by Madame Web[image: External link] into the "real" world where he is a fictional character. He meets Lee and the two swing around until Spider-Man drops him off on top of a building; Madame Web appears and brings Spider-Man back to his homeworld. Realizing he is stuck on a roof, Lee muses, hoping the Fantastic Four will show up and lend a hand.

	He also voices the character "Frank Elson" in an episode of Spider-Man: The New Animated Series[image: External link] broadcast by MTV in 2003, titled "Mind Games" (Parts 1 and 2, originally aired on August 15 and 22, 2003).

	He voiced a loading-dock worker named Stan on The Spectacular Spider-Man[image: External link] in the episode " Blueprints[image: External link]".

	In several episodes of The Super Hero Squad Show[image: External link], Lee voices the Mayor of Super Hero City.

	Lee has appeared in episodes of the Disney XD[image: External link] TV series Ultimate Spider-Man[image: External link] as a high school janitor named Stan, in which he makes references to Lee's real-life career. In the pilot "Great Power" and the episode "Why I Hate Gym", he mentions Irving Forbush[image: External link], an in-joke character Lee co-created in 1955 as a literary device.[137][137] Stan the Janitor also appears in Episode 18, "Out of Damage Control", as a part-time worker for Damage Control[image: External link].[138] In the episode "Stan By Me", he, along with Mary Jane Watson[image: External link], Agent/Principal Coulson[image: External link], and Harry Osborn[image: External link], helped Spider-Man[image: External link] fight the Lizard[image: External link]. At the end of the episode it is revealed that Lee's character is secretly a top S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] agent and is aware of Peter Parker's secret identity as Spider-Man,[139] and that he is a founding member of S.H.I.E.L.D. who named the organization, which Lee named in reality.[140]


	Stan Lee has appeared in Hulk and the Agents of S.M.A.S.H.[image: External link]. He was first alluded to as Stan the Salesman in the first episode and later appeared in a recurring role as Mayor Stan of Vista Verde.

	Stan Lee will reprise his role as Fred's dad in Big Hero 6: The Series[image: External link].[141] The first episode implies that his name is Frederick Frederickson III.[142]
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 Live-action





	In the TV-movie[image: External link] The Trial of the Incredible Hulk[image: External link] (1989), Lee's first appearance in a Marvel movie or TV project is as a jury foreman in the trial of Dr. David Banner[image: External link].

	Lee appears in " T.R.A.C.K.S.[image: External link]", an episode of Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link] originally broadcast February 4, 2014.[143]


	He appears in "The Blitzkrieg Button[image: External link]", the Agent Carter[image: External link] episode originally broadcast January 27, 2015.[144]


	Lee cameos in Marvel's Netflix series[image: External link] via a photograph of Lee as a police officer of the New York City Police Department[image: External link], appearing in Daredevil[image: External link],[145] Jessica Jones[image: External link],[146] Luke Cage[image: External link],[147] Iron Fist[image: External link], The Defenders[image: External link] and The Punisher[image: External link]. In Iron Fist, he is identified as Captain Irving Forbush[image: External link].[148]


	Lee has a non-speaking cameo in the 2017 X-Men TV series The Gifted.[149]


	Lee again appears as a limo driver in the Hulu[image: External link] series Runaways[image: External link].[150]
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 Marvel films
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 Animation





	In Big Hero 6[image: External link] (2014), Lee's voice and likeness are used for the father of character Fred[image: External link]. Though he appears in a portrait earlier in the film, Lee's cameo is a post-credits scene in which he demonstrates to his son that they have many things to talk about. Lee was not involved with the creation of the original Big Hero 6 comic book[image: External link] from which the movie is sourced.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Live-action





	In X-Men (2000), Lee appears as a hotdog stand vendor on the beach when the newly mutated Senator Kelly[image: External link] emerges naked onshore after escaping from Magneto.

	In Spider-Man (2002), he appeared during Spider-Man[image: External link]'s first battle with the Green Goblin[image: External link], pulling a little girl away from falling debris. In the DVD's deleted scenes, Lee plays a street vendor who tries to sell Peter Parker a pair of sunglasses.

	In Daredevil (2003), as a child, Matt Murdock[image: External link] stops Lee from crossing the street and getting hit by a bus. This is also a reference to an incident in the comics which was omitted from the origin story of the film.

	In Hulk (2003), he appears walking alongside former TV-series Hulk Lou Ferrigno[image: External link] in an early scene, both as security guards at Bruce Banner's lab. It was his first speaking role in a film based on one of his characters.

	In Spider-Man 2 (2004), Lee pulls an innocent person away from danger during Spider-Man's first battle with Doctor Octopus[image: External link]. In a blooper scene that appears as an extra on the film's DVD release, Lee has another cameo, saying, "Look, Spider-Man stole that kid's sneakers." Stan Lee also appears talking to Peter Parker.

	In Man-Thing (2005), a photograph of Lee is seen on a board of missing people.[151]


	In Fantastic Four (2005), Lee appears for the first time as a character that he created for the comics, Willie Lumpkin[image: External link], the mail carrier who greets the Fantastic Four[image: External link] as they enter the Baxter Building[image: External link].

	In X-Men: The Last Stand (2006), Lee and Chris Claremont[image: External link] appear as two of Jean Grey's neighbors in the opening scenes set 20 years in the past. Lee, credited as "Waterhose Man", is watering the lawn when Jean telekinetically redirects the water from the hose into the air.

	In Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer (2007), Lee appears as himself at Reed Richards' and Susan Storm's first wedding, being turned away by a security guard for not being on the guest list. In Fantastic Four Annual #3 (1965), in which the couple married, Lee and Jack Kirby are similarly turned away.

	In Spider-Man 3 (2007), Lee appears in a credited role as "Man in Times Square". He stands next to Peter Parker, both of them reading a news bulletin about Spider-Man, and commenting to Peter that, "You know, I guess one person can make a difference". He then says his catchphrase[image: External link], "'Nuff said" and leaves Peter to dwell on that thought.

	In Iron Man (2008), Lee, credited as "Himself", appears at a gala cavorting with three blondes, where Tony Stark mistakes him for Hugh Hefner[image: External link].[152] In the theatrical release of the film, Stark simply greets Lee as "Hef" and moves on; another version of the scene was filmed where Stark realizes his mistake, but Lee graciously responds, "That's okay, I get this all the time."[153] In 2008, Stan Lee named this as his favorite cameo appearance to that date.[154]


	In The Incredible Hulk (2008), Lee appears as a hapless citizen who accidentally ingests a soft drink[image: External link] mixed with Bruce Banner's blood, subsequently dropping it and leading to the discovery of Dr. Banner's location in a bottling plant in Brazil.

	In Iron Man 2 (2010), during the Stark Expo, Lee, wearing suspenders and a red shirt and black and purple tie, is mistakenly greeted by Tony Stark as "Larry King[image: External link]".

	In Thor (2011), Lee appears among many people at the site where Thor[image: External link]'s hammer Mjolnir[image: External link] lands on earth. He tears the bed off his pickup truck[image: External link] in an attempt to pull Mjolnir out of the ground with a chain and causes everyone in the scene to laugh by asking, "Did it work?". His character is credited as "Stan the Man", a nickname he'd adopted in the Silver Age of Comic Books.

	In Captain America: The First Avenger (2011), Lee plays a general in World War II who mistakes another man for Captain America/Steve Rogers, commenting, "I thought he'd be taller." Lee had nothing to do with the basic creation of the title character. However, Lee began his writing career in the character's original series where he created the idea of Captain America using his shield as a throwing weapon. Furthermore, he was responsible for reviving the character in the Silver Age of Comic Books[image: External link] and co-wrote most of the character's stories in The Avengers[image: External link] and his solo stories in that period.

	In The Avengers[image: External link] (2012), Lee's character is interviewed about the Avengers saving Manhattan. Lee's character responds, "Superheroes in New York? Give me a break", and then returns to his game of chess.[155] He also appears in a deleted scene in which, when a waitress flirts with Steve Rogers, Lee says to him, "Ask for her number, you moron!"[156]


	In The Amazing Spider-Man (2012), Lee is a librarian at Midtown Science High School, comically oblivious to the fight between Spider-Man and the Lizard happening behind him (a table nearly hits him as well) due to the fact that he is listening to classical music. He walks out of the library as the fight continues.[157]


	In Iron Man 3 (2013), Lee portrays a beauty pageant judge who appears on a television monitor and happily gives one of the contestants a 10.[158]


	In Thor: The Dark World (2013), Lee appears as a mental ward patient who loans his shoe to Erik Selvig[image: External link] for a demonstration about "the Convergence" in his delusions. When Selvig finishes and asks if anyone has questions, Lee says, "Yeah, can I have my shoe back"?[159]


	In Captain America: The Winter Soldier (2014), Lee plays a security guard at the Smithsonian Institution[image: External link] who after discovering that Captain America stole his own World War II uniform from an exhibit, says, "Oh man, I am so fired."

	In The Amazing Spider-Man 2 (2014), Lee is a guest at Peter Parker and Gwen Stacy's graduation. He notes that he recognizes Peter Parker.

	In Guardians of the Galaxy (2014), Lee appears as an elderly gentleman having a conversation with a significantly younger woman. Rocket[image: External link], viewing him through a scanning device, dismisses him as part of what he saw was wrong with the planet Xandar. With the exception of Groot[image: External link], Ronan[image: External link] and The Collector[image: External link], Lee did not have a hand in the creation of the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link].

	In Avengers: Age of Ultron (2015), he appears as a military veteran who attends the Avengers' victory party. He claims he fought at Omaha Beach[image: External link] and that it proves he can handle a shot of Asgardian[image: External link] liquor from Thor, but is then carried away drunk, muttering his catchphrase, "Excelsior!"[160] Lee noted that this was his favorite cameo.[161]


	In Ant-Man (2015), Lee appears as a bartender in a story Luis tells to Scott Lang[image: External link] explaining that Falcon[image: External link] was looking for him.[162]


	In Deadpool (2016), Lee appears as himself, working as an MC at a strip club.[163] Lee did not have a hand in the creation of the character Deadpool[image: External link].

	In Captain America: Civil War (2016), Lee appears as a FedEx[image: External link] postman, delivering a package from Steve Rogers to Tony Stark at the end of the film, mispronouncing Stark's name as Tony "Stank".

	In X-Men: Apocalypse (2016), Lee is shown viewing the rising nuclear weapons launched by Apocalypse next to his wife Joan.

	In Doctor Strange (2016), Lee appears as a bus rider reading Aldous Huxley[image: External link]'s The Doors of Perception[image: External link], oblivious to a battle between Doctor Strange[image: External link] and Mordo[image: External link] and Kaecilius[image: External link] and his followers.[164][164]


	Lee makes a cameo appearance in No Good Deed (2017), a short film aired before Logan in North America, in which Lee plays himself and says to Deadpool "Wow, nice suit!" to which Deadpool replies "Zip it, Stan Lee!". Lee's cameo appearance was cut from the theatrical version of the short film but was restored in the version released on star Ryan Reynolds[image: External link]' Youtube[image: External link] account page. Lee later thanked Reynolds for restoring his cameo.[165]


	In Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2 (2017), Lee appears as an astronaut telling a story to The Watchers[image: External link], mentioning his stint as a deliveryman in Captain America: Civil War.[166] He appears again in one of the end credits scenes, where the Watchers leave, tired of his stories as he quotes to them that they are his only ride back to Earth. The Watchers, along with Ego[image: External link], were co-created by Lee. Lee also makes an appearance in the music video for the song "Guardians Inferno".[167]


	In Spider-Man: Homecoming (2017), Lee appears as an annoyed neighbor named Gary who, after witnessing Spider-Man mistakenly accosting an innocent civilian says to him, "Don’t make me come down there, you punk!"[168][169]


	In Thor: Ragnarok (2017), Lee appears as a servant to the Grandmaster[image: External link] on Sakaar[image: External link]. He is seen cutting Thor's hair.

	In Black Panther (2018), Lee appears as a patron of a casino in Busan[image: External link], South Korea.

	Lee will make a cameo appearance in Deadpool 2 (2018).

	Lee will make a cameo appearance in Ant-Man and the Wasp (2018).
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 Warner Bros./DC properties




In the original February 7, 1998, broadcast airing of the Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] episode "Apokolips... Now! Part 2" on the Kids' WB[image: External link] programming block, an animated Funky Flashman[image: External link] was visible mourning the death of Daniel "Terrible" Turpin[image: External link], a character based on his longtime Marvel Comics collaborator Jack Kirby. This shot was later modified to remove the likeness of Lee and of other background Marvel characters when the episode was released on DVD.[170][171]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other film, TV, and video





	In the 1990s, Lee hosted the documentary series The Comic Book Greats[image: External link] and interviewed notable comic book creators such as Chris Claremont[image: External link], Jim Lee[image: External link], Todd McFarlane[image: External link], Rob Liefeld[image: External link], and Whilce Portacio[image: External link].

	In the 1994-1995 syndicated television[image: External link] block The Marvel Action Hour[image: External link], Lee appeared as himself to give brief introductions to each episode of Iron Man[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link] animated series.

	Lee has an extensive cameo in the 1995 Kevin Smith[image: External link] film Mallrats[image: External link]. He plays himself, this time visiting the mall to sign books at a comic store. Later, he takes on the role of a sage-like character, giving Jason Lee[image: External link]'s character, Brodie Bruce (a longtime fan of Stan's), advice on his love life. He also recorded interviews with Smith for the non-fiction video Stan Lee's Mutants, Monsters & Marvels[image: External link] (2002). Lee made a second cameo in Smith's 2016 film Yoga Hosers[image: External link] as a police officer.

	Lee is the host of the 2010 History Channel[image: External link] documentary series Stan Lee's Superhumans[image: External link].

	Lee plays himself in the 2011 Frankie Muniz film Pizza Man[image: External link].

	Lee makes a cameo appearance as the "Three Stooges Wedding Guest" in the 2004 Disney[image: External link] film The Princess Diaries 2: Royal Engagement[image: External link].

	Lee hosted and judged contestants in the SyFy[image: External link] series Who Wants to Be a Superhero?[image: External link]


	Lee appears with director Kevin Smith and 2000s Marvel editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link] in the DVD program Marvel Then & Now: An Evening with Stan Lee and Joe Quesada, hosted by Kevin Smith.

	Lee was interviewed on the History Channel[image: External link] show Superhuman by Daniel Browning Smith, who held several Guinness Records for extreme flexibility[172] due to having Ehlers-Danlos syndrome[image: External link], a genetic condition affecting collagen formation. Smith had created his own comic book to display his own struggles as an outcast for his flexibility, and legitimately surprised Lee with a quick demonstration of his talent.

	In the animated series Jim Henson's Muppet Babies[image: External link], Lee plays himself in a live-action scene of the "Comic Capers[image: External link]" episode.

	Lee appeared as himself in an extended self-parodying sketch on the episode "Tapping a Hero[image: External link]" of Robot Chicken[image: External link].

	Lee appears as himself in writer-director Larry Cohen[image: External link]'s The Ambulance[image: External link] (1990), in which Eric Roberts[image: External link] plays an aspiring comics artist.[173]


	In "I Am Furious (Yellow)[image: External link]", a season 13[image: External link] episode of The Simpsons[image: External link], Lee voices an animated version of himself, who is a prolonged visitor to Comic Book Guy[image: External link]'s store. He asks if Comic Book Guy is the stalker of Lynda Carter[image: External link] – the star of the 1970s show Wonder Woman[image: External link] – and shows signs of dementia[image: External link], such as breaking a customer's toy Batmobile[image: External link] by trying to cram a Thing[image: External link] action figure[image: External link] into it (claiming that he "made it better"), hiding DC[image: External link] comics behind Marvel comics, and trying unsuccessfully to become the Hulk. (Comic Book Guy comments that Lee he couldn't even change into Bill Bixby[image: External link].) Lee also appeared on the commentary track[image: External link] along with other Simpsons writers and directors on the episode for The Simpsons Season 13 box set released in 2010. In a later episode, "Worst Episode Ever[image: External link]", Lee's picture is seen next to several others on the wall behind the register, under the heading "Banned for life". Lee later officiated Comic Book Guy's wedding to a lovely manga[image: External link] artist in "Married to the Blob[image: External link]".

	Lee appears as himself in Mark Hamill[image: External link]'s 2004 film Comic Book: The Movie[image: External link], a direct-to-video[image: External link] mockumentary primarily filmed at the 2002 San Diego Comic-Con.

	Lee made an appearance on December 21, 2006, on the NBC[image: External link] game show Identity[image: External link].

	Lee appeared as himself in "The Excelsior Acquisition", a third season[image: External link] episode of The Big Bang Theory[image: External link], in March 2010.[174] He appears at the front door of his house wearing Fantastic Four pajamas (ultimately calling back into the house, "Joanie, call the police!" to get rid of Sheldon[image: External link], who showed up after missing a comic book signing at the local store), and orders a restraining order[image: External link] against him.

	He plays a bus driver in the sixteenth episode of the first season of Heroes[image: External link].[175]


	Lee made a guest appearance as himself in "Bottom's Up", a season seven episode[image: External link] of the TV series Entourage[image: External link].

	He guest-starred as Dr. Lee (aka: Generalissimo) in "Glimpse", a season four episode of Eureka[image: External link] that aired in July 2011.[176]


	Lee appears in "The Guardian[image: External link]", the October 7, 2010, episode of Nikita[image: External link], as Hank Excelsior, a witness to a bank robbery who is interviewed by a TV reporter.

	Lee was interviewed in the 2011 documentary Superheroes.

	Lee appears in X Japan[image: External link]'s unreleased music video for their song "Born to Be Free[image: External link]".[177]


	Lee portrayed himself at a CIA holiday party in the fifth season[image: External link] of Chuck[image: External link], in which it is revealed in that universe he secretly works for the government and has a romantic interest in General Beckman[image: External link].

	Lee appeared in the eleventh episode of season five of The Guild[image: External link], in which he was captured at a convention by the character Zaboo's Master Chief[image: External link] cosplaying henchmen.[178]


	Lee lent his voice to "The Amazing Man-Spider", a segment of the May 13, 2013 episode of the satirical animated TV series MAD[image: External link]. The segment depicts the story of what happened to the radioactive spider that bit Peter Parker.[179]


	Lee portrayed a future version of Tony Stark in "Episode 205 – The Future!" of the comedy web series Avengers Assemble!. In this episode, he delivered from the future a cryptic message to the rest of his fellow Avengers, but constantly frustrated his companions due to his ineptness with the technology of his future era.[180]


	He was the subject of an April 2012 Epix[image: External link] cable-network documentary, "With Great Power: The Stan Lee Story.”[181]


	Lee appeared as a judge in the second season premiere of the web series Video Game High School[image: External link].[182]


	In the Phineas and Ferb[image: External link] crossover special, Mission Marvel[image: External link], Lee cameos as a New York City hot dog vendor.[183]


	Lee is among the interview subjects in Superheroes: A Never-Ending Battle, a three-hour documentary narrated by Liev Schreiber[image: External link], which premiered on PBS[image: External link] in October 2013.[184]


	Lee's Chakra the Invincible[image: External link] was scheduled to premiere on Rovio Entertainment[image: External link]'s ToonsTV channel in 2014.[185]


	Lee filmed a cameo in the 2010 film Kick-Ass, as a man watching news footage of the title character but was cut out from the film.[186]


	Lee made a brief cameo in the 2014 animated film Jay & Silent Bob's Super Groovy Cartoon Movie[image: External link]. During his appearance, Lee visits Bluntman and Chronic[image: External link] to talk to them about the "Avenger Initiative[image: External link]".

	Lee made a cameo in Bart Baker's parody of "Elastic Heart[image: External link]" by Sia[image: External link] when he bails Sia (played by Amanda Hosler) out of jail for the pedophilia in her Elastic Heart video to star in her own superhero movie with Shia LaBeouf[image: External link] (played by Baker) and Kanye West[image: External link] (played by Warren Barrow) as the main villain.

	Lee appears several times in the refurbished version of The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man[image: External link].[187]


	Lee was slated to portray himself in the sequel[image: External link] to Mallrats, Mallbrats[image: External link].[188]


	Lee made a cameo appearance in a web-series called "Super Power Beat Down" where he plays a man reading a newspaper who tells Spider-Man and Darth Maul[image: External link] to keep the noise down or else he will get angry.

	Lee makes a cameo in a short film called Spider-Man: Homecoming — NBA Finals[image: External link], which aired on ABC[image: External link] as a promotion for Spider-Man: Homecoming; Lee utters the exact same dialogue as the Graduation guest he portrayed in the 2014 film The Amazing Spider-Man 2.

	Lee makes a cameo as one of the Collector's prisoners in Guardians of the Galaxy Mission Breakout[image: External link].[189]
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 Video games and applications





	Lee narrates the 2000 video game Spider-Man[image: External link],[190] the 2001 sequel Spider-Man 2: Enter Electro[image: External link],[191] and 2010's Spider-Man: Shattered Dimensions[image: External link].[192]


	Lee made his first-ever onscreen video game appearance as a senator named after himself in Marvel Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link].[193]


	Lee narrates The Avengers Origins: Hulk and Avengers Origins: Assemble! apps for the iPad[image: External link], iPhone[image: External link], and iPod Touch[image: External link], which were released by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link] in February 2012.[194]


	Lee is a playable character in Activision[image: External link]'s The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] video game, which was released in June 2012, as a tie-in to the film of the same name. In the game, Lee is depicted as having the same superpowers as Spider-Man, and uses them to retrieve the pages of a new comic book manuscript that he had lost and were subsequently scattered around Manhattan.[195] He also voices a character with his first name in the main story mode, who calls Peter about the charges to his credit card when Peter's walking to Dr. Connor's sewer lab.

	Lee appears as a playable Lego version of himself in Lego Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] where he was able to turn into Stan-Hulk [196] released October 2013.[197]


	Lee reprised his role, appearing as himself in The Amazing Spider-Man 2[image: External link] video game, which was released in April 2014, as a tie-in to the film of the same name.

	Lee appears as a playable Lego version of himself in Lego Marvel's Avengers[image: External link] where he is able to turn into Stan-Hulk, Iron Stan and the StanBuster.

	Lee appears as a playable Lego version of himself in Lego Marvel Superheroes 2[image: External link] where he has the powers of Thor[image: External link], Galactus[image: External link], and Spider-Man[image: External link] is able to complete Gwenpool[image: External link] missions
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 Personal life




Lee was raised in a Jewish family. In a 2002 survey of whether he believes in God, he stated, "Well, let me put it this way... [Pauses.] No, I'm not going to try to be clever. I really don't know. I just don't know."[198]

From 1945 to 1947, Lee lived in the rented top floor of a brownstone[image: External link] in the East 90s in Manhattan.[199] He married Joan Clayton Boocock on December 5, 1947,[200][201] and in 1949, the couple bought house at 1084 West Broadway in Woodmere, New York[image: External link], on Long Island[image: External link], living there through 1952.[202] Their daughter Joan Celia "J. C." Lee was born in 1950. Another child, daughter Jan Lee, died three days after delivery in 1953.[203] The Lees resided at 226 Richards Lane in the Long Island town of Hewlett Harbor, New York[image: External link], from 1952 to 1980.[204] They also owned a condominium[image: External link] at 220 East 63rd Street in Manhattan[image: External link] from 1975 to 1980,[205] and, during the 1970s, a vacation home on Cutler Lane in Remsenburg, New York[image: External link].[206] For their move to the west coast in 1981, he and his wife bought a home in West Hollywood, California[image: External link] previously owned by comedian Jack Benny[image: External link]'s radio announcer, Don Wilson[image: External link].[207]

In late September 2012, Lee underwent an operation to insert a pacemaker[image: External link], cancelling planned appearances at conventions.[208][209]

On July 6, 2017, his wife of almost seventy years, Joan, died of complications from a stroke. She was 95 years old.[210]
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 Filmography




See also: Stan Lee cameos[image: External link]
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 Accolades





	The County of Los Angeles[image: External link] declared October 2, 2009 "Stan Lee Day".[227]


	The City of Long Beach[image: External link] declared October 2, 2009 "Stan Lee Day".[227]




On July 14, 2017, Lee and Jack Kirby were named Disney Legends[image: External link] for their creation of numerous characters that would comprise Disney's Marvel Cinematic Universe.[228]

On July 18, 2017, as part of D23 Disney Legends event, a ceremony was held on TCL Chinese Theatre[image: External link] in Hollywood Boulevard[image: External link] where Stan Lee imprinted his hands, feet and signature in cement.[229]
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 Comics bibliography




Lee's comics work includes:[82]
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 DC





	
DC Comics Presents: Superman[image: External link] #1 (2004)

	
Detective Comics[image: External link] #600 (1989, text piece)

	
Just Imagine[image: External link] Stan Lee creating:

	
Aquaman[image: External link] (with Scott McDaniel[image: External link]) (2002)

	
Batman[image: External link] (with Joe Kubert[image: External link]) (2001)

	
Catwoman[image: External link] (with Chris Bachalo[image: External link]) (2002)

	
Crisis[image: External link] (with John Cassaday[image: External link]) (2002)

	
Flash[image: External link] (with Kevin Maguire[image: External link]) (2002)

	
Green Lantern[image: External link] (with Dave Gibbons[image: External link]) (2001)
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^ Lee's account of how he began working for Marvel's predecessor, Timely, has varied. He has said in lectures and elsewhere that he simply answered a newspaper ad seeking a publishing assistant, not knowing it involved comics, let alone his cousin Jean's husband, Martin Goodman:
However, in his 2002 autobiography, Excelsior! The Amazing Life of Stan Lee he writes:

Joe Simon, in his 1990 autobiography The Comic Book Makers, gives the account slightly differently: "One day [Goodman's relative known as] Uncle Robbie came to work with a lanky 17-year-old in tow. 'This is Stanley Lieber, Martin's wife's cousin,' Uncle Robbie said. 'Martin wants you to keep him busy.'"

In an appendix, however, Simon appears to reconcile the two accounts. He relates a 1989 conversation with Lee:
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Jack Kirby






For other people named Jack Kirby, see Jack Kirby (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with Jack Kilby[image: External link].

Jack Kirby (/'ke:rbi /[image: External link]; born Jacob Kurtzberg /'ke:rtsbe:rg /[image: External link]; August 28, 1917 – February 6, 1994)[1] was an American comic book artist[image: External link], writer, and editor, widely regarded as one of the medium's major innovators and one of its most prolific and influential creators.

Kirby grew up in New York City, and learned to draw cartoon figures by tracing characters from comic strips and editorial cartoons. He entered the nascent comics industry in the 1930s, drawing various comics features under different pen names[image: External link], including Jack Curtiss, before ultimately settling on Jack Kirby. In 1940, he and writer-editor Joe Simon[image: External link] created the highly successful superhero[image: External link] character Captain America[image: External link] for Timely Comics[image: External link], predecessor of Marvel Comics. During the 1940s, Kirby, regularly teamed with Simon, creating numerous characters for that company and for National Comics Publications[image: External link], later to become DC Comics[image: External link].

After serving in the European Theater[image: External link] in World War II[image: External link],[2] Kirby produced work for DC, Harvey Comics[image: External link], Hillman Periodicals[image: External link], and other publishers. At Crestwood Publications[image: External link], he and Simon created the genre of romance comics[image: External link] and later founded their own short-lived comic company, Mainline Publications[image: External link]. Kirby was involved in Timely's 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics[image: External link], which in the next decade became Marvel. There, in the 1960s, Kirby and writer-editor Stan Lee co-created many of the company's major characters, including the Fantastic Four[image: External link], the X-Men, and the Hulk[image: External link]. The Lee–Kirby titles garnered high sales and critical acclaim, but in 1970, feeling he had been treated unfairly, largely in the realm of authorship credit and creators' rights, Kirby left the company for rival DC.

At DC, Kirby created his Fourth World[image: External link] saga, which spanned several comics titles. While these series proved commercially unsuccessful and were canceled, the Fourth World's New Gods[image: External link] have continued as a significant part of the DC Universe[image: External link]. Kirby returned to Marvel briefly in the mid-to-late 1970s, then ventured into television animation[image: External link] and independent comics[image: External link]. In his later years, Kirby, who has been called "the William Blake[image: External link] of comics",[3] began receiving great recognition in the mainstream press for his career accomplishments, and in 1987 he was one of the three inaugural inductees of the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link]. In 2017, Kirby was posthumously named a Disney Legend[image: External link] with Lee for their co-creations not only in the field of publishing, but also because those creations formed the basis for Walt Disney Company[image: External link]'s financially and critically successful media franchise the Marvel Cinematic Universe.

Kirby was married to Rosalind Goldstein in 1942. They had four children, and remained married until his death from heart failure in 1994, at the age of 76. The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor, and he is known as "The King" among comics fans for his many influential contributions to the medium.
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 Life and career
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 Early life (1917–1935)




Jack Kirby was born Jacob Kurtzberg on August 28, 1917, on the Lower East Side[image: External link] of Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City, where he was raised.[4] His parents, Rose (Bernstein) and Benjamin Kurtzberg,[4] were Austrian Jewish immigrants, and his father earned a living as a garment[image: External link] factory worker.[5] In his youth, Kirby desired to escape his neighborhood. He liked to draw, and sought out places he could learn more about art.[6] Essentially self-taught,[7] Kirby cited among his influences the comic strip[image: External link] artists Milton Caniff[image: External link], Hal Foster[image: External link], and Alex Raymond[image: External link], as well as such editorial cartoonists as C.H. Sykes[image: External link], "Ding" Darling[image: External link], and Rollin Kirby[image: External link].[7] He was rejected by the Educational Alliance[image: External link] because he drew "too fast with charcoal", according to Kirby. He later found an outlet for his skills by drawing cartoons for the newspaper of the Boys Brotherhood Republic, a "miniature city" on East 3rd Street where street kids ran their own government.[8]

At age 14, Kirby enrolled at the Pratt Institute[image: External link] in Brooklyn, leaving after a week. "I wasn't the kind of student that Pratt was looking for. They wanted people who would work on something forever. I didn't want to work on any project forever. I intended to get things done".[9]
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 Entry into comics (1936–1940)




Kirby joined the Lincoln Newspaper Syndicate in 1936, working there on newspaper comic strips and on single-panel advice cartoons such as Your Health Comes First!!! (under the pseudonym[image: External link] Jack Curtiss). He remained until late 1939, when he began working for the movie animation[image: External link] company Fleischer Studios[image: External link] as an inbetweener[image: External link] (an artist who fills in the action between major-movement frames) on Popeye[image: External link] cartoons. "I went from Lincoln to Fleischer," he recalled. "From Fleischer I had to get out in a hurry because I couldn't take that kind of thing," describing it as "a factory in a sense, like my father's factory. They were manufacturing pictures."[10]

Around that time, the American comic book industry was booming. Kirby began writing and drawing for the comic-book packager Eisner & Iger[image: External link], one of a handful of firms creating comics on demand for publishers. Through that company, Kirby did what he remembers as his first comic book work, for Wild Boy Magazine.[11] This included such strips as the science fiction adventure "The Diary of Dr. Hayward" (under the pseudonym Curt Davis), the Western[image: External link] crimefighter feature "Wilton of the West" (as Fred Sande), the swashbuckler[image: External link] adventure "The Count of Monte Cristo" (again as Jack Curtiss), and the humor features "Abdul Jones" (as Ted Grey) and "Socko the Seadog" (as Teddy), all variously for Jumbo Comics[image: External link] and other Eisner-Iger clients.[12] He first used the surname Kirby as the pseudonymous Lance Kirby in two "Lone Rider" Western stories in Eastern Color Printing[image: External link]'s Famous Funnies[image: External link] #63–64 (Oct.–Nov. 1939).[12] He ultimately settled on the pen name Jack Kirby because it reminded him of actor James Cagney[image: External link]. However, he took offense to those who suggested he changed his name in order to hide his Jewish heritage.[13]

In the mid-1940, Kirby and his family moved to Brooklyn. There, Kirby met Rosalind "Roz" Goldstein, who lived in the same apartment building. The pair began dating soon afterward.[14] Kirby proposed to Goldstein on her eighteenth birthday, and the two became engaged.[15]
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 Partnership with Joe Simon




Kirby moved on to comic-book publisher and newspaper syndicator Fox Feature Syndicate[image: External link], earning a then-reasonable $15-a-week salary. He began to explore superhero narrative with the comic strip The Blue Beetle[image: External link], published from January to March 1940, starring a character created by the pseudonymous Charles Nicholas[image: External link], a house name that Kirby retained for the three-month-long strip. During this time, Kirby met and began collaborating with cartoonist and Fox editor Joe Simon[image: External link], who in addition to his staff work continued to freelance. Simon recalled in 1988, "I loved Jack's work and the first time I saw it I couldn't believe what I was seeing. He asked if we could do some freelance work together. I was delighted and I took him over to my little office. We worked from the second issue of Blue Bolt[image: External link] through... about 25 years."[16]

After leaving Sun and landing at pulp magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link]'s Timely Comics[image: External link] (later to become Marvel Comics), Simon and Kirby created the patriotic superhero Captain America[image: External link] in late 1940.[17] Simon, who became the company's editor, with Kirby as art director, said he negotiated with Goodman to give the duo 25 percent of the profits from the feature.[18] The first issue of Captain America Comics, released in early 1941,[19] sold out in days, and the second issue's print run was set at over a million copies. The title's success established the team as a notable creative force in the industry.[20] After the first issue was published, Simon asked Kirby to join the Timely staff as the company's art director.[21]

With the success of the Captain America character, Simon said he felt that Goodman was not paying the pair the promised percentage of profits, and so sought work for the two of them at National Comics Publications[image: External link] (later renamed DC Comics[image: External link]).[18] Kirby and Simon negotiated a deal that would pay them a combined $500 a week, as opposed to the $75 and $85 they respectively earned at Timely.[22] The pair feared Goodman would not pay them if he found they were moving to National, but many people knew of their plan, including Timely editorial assistant Stan Lee.[23] When Goodman eventually discovered it, he told Simon and Kirby to leave after finishing work on Captain America Comics #10.[23]

Kirby and Simon spent their first weeks at National trying to devise new characters while the company sought how best to utilize the pair.[24] After a few failed editor-assigned ghosting assignments, National's Jack Liebowitz[image: External link] told them to "just do what you want". The pair then revamped the Sandman[image: External link] feature in Adventure Comics[image: External link] and created the superhero Manhunter[image: External link].[25][26] In July 1942 they began the Boy Commandos[image: External link] feature. The ongoing "kid gang" series of the same name, launched later that same year, was the creative team's first National feature to graduate into its own title.[27] It sold over a million copies a month, becoming National's third best-selling title.[28] They scored a hit with the homefront kid-gang team, the Newsboy Legion[image: External link], featuring in Star-Spangled Comics[image: External link].[29] In 2010, DC Comics writer and executive Paul Levitz[image: External link] observed that "Like Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster, the creative team of Joe Simon and Jack Kirby was a mark of quality and a proven track record."[30]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marriage and World War II (1943–1945)




Kirby married Roz Goldstein on May 23, 1942.[31] The couple had four children together: Susan (b. December 6, 1945),[32] Neal (b. May 1948),[33] Barbara (b. November 1952),[34] and Lisa (b. September 1960).[32][35]

With World War II underway, Liebowitz expected that Simon and Kirby would be drafted, so he asked the artists to create an inventory of material to be published in their absence. The pair hired writers, inkers, letterers, and colorists in order to create a year's worth of material.[28] Kirby was drafted into the U.S. Army[image: External link] on June 7, 1943.[36] After basic training at Camp Stewart[image: External link], near Savannah, Georgia, he was assigned to Company F of the 11th Infantry Regiment[image: External link].[37] He landed on Omaha Beach[image: External link] in Normandy[image: External link] on August 23, 1944, two-and-a-half months after D-Day[image: External link],[37] although Kirby's reminiscences would place his arrival just 10 days after.[36] Kirby recalled that a lieutenant, learning that comics artist Kirby was in his command, made him a scout who would advance into towns and draw reconnaissance[image: External link] maps and pictures, an extremely dangerous duty.[38]

Kirby and his wife corresponded regularly by v-mail[image: External link], with Roz sending "him a letter a day" while she worked in a lingerie shop and lived with her mother[39] at 2820 Brighton 7th Street in Brooklyn.[40] During the winter of 1944, Kirby suffered severe frostbite[image: External link] on his lower extremities and was taken to a hospital in London for recovery. Doctors considered amputating Kirby's legs, but he eventually recovered from the frostbite.[41] He returned to the United States in January 1945, assigned to Camp Butner[image: External link] in North Carolina, where he spent the last six months of his service as part of the motor pool. Kirby was honorably discharged[image: External link] as a Private First Class[image: External link] on July 20, 1945, having received a Combat Infantryman Badge[image: External link], a European/African/Middle Eastern Campaign Medal[image: External link] and a Bronze Star Medal[image: External link].[42][43]
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 Postwar career (1946–1955)




Simon arranged for work for Kirby and himself at Harvey Comics[image: External link],[44] where, through the early 1950s, the duo created such titles as the kid-gang adventure Boy Explorers Comics, the kid-gang Western[image: External link] Boys' Ranch[image: External link], the superhero comic Stuntman, and, in vogue with the fad for 3-D movies[image: External link], Captain 3-D[image: External link]. Simon and Kirby additionally freelanced for Hillman Periodicals[image: External link] (the crime fiction[image: External link] comic Real Clue Crime) and for Crestwood Publications[image: External link] (Justice Traps the Guilty[image: External link]).[12]

The team found its greatest success in the postwar period by creating romance comics[image: External link]. Simon, inspired by Macfadden Publications[image: External link]' romantic-confession magazine True Story, transplanted the idea to comic books and with Kirby created a first-issue mock-up of Young Romance[image: External link].[45] Showing it to Crestwood general manager Maurice Rosenfeld, Simon asked for 50% of the comic's profits. Crestwood publishers Teddy Epstein and Mike Bleier agreed,[45] stipulating that the creators would take no money up front.[46] Young Romance #1 (cover-date Oct. 1947) "became Jack and Joe's biggest hit in years".[33] The pioneering title sold a staggering 92% of its print run, inspiring Crestwood to increase the print run by the third issue to triple the initial number of copies.[47] Initially published bimonthly, Young Romance quickly became a monthly title and produced the spin-off Young Love[image: External link]—together the two titles sold two million copies per month, according to Simon[48]—later joined by Young Brides and In Love, the latter "featuring full-length romance stories".[47] Young Romance spawned dozens of imitators from publishers such as Timely, Fawcett[image: External link], Quality[image: External link], and Fox Feature Syndicate[image: External link].[33] Despite the glut, the Simon and Kirby romance titles continued to sell millions of copies a month, which allowed Kirby to buy a house for his family in Mineola[image: External link][33] in 1949, which would be the family's home for the next 20 years, working out of a basement studio 10 feet in width, which the family referred to as "The Dungeon".[49]

Bitter that Timely Comics[image: External link]' 1950s iteration, Atlas Comics[image: External link], had relaunched Captain America in a new series in 1954, Kirby and Simon created Fighting American[image: External link]. Simon recalled, "We thought we'd show them how to do Captain America".[50] While the comic book initially portrayed the protagonist as an anti-Communist[image: External link] dramatic hero, Simon and Kirby turned the series into a superhero satire with the second issue, in the aftermath of the Army-McCarthy hearings[image: External link] and the public backlash against the Red-baiting U.S. Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link].[51]
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 After Simon (1956–1957)




At the urging of a Crestwood salesman, Kirby and Simon launched their own comics company, Mainline Publications[image: External link],[51][52] securing a distribution deal with Leader News[53] in late 1953 or early 1954, subletting space from their friend Al Harvey[image: External link]'s Harvey Publications[image: External link] at 1860 Broadway.[54] Mainline, which existed from 1954 to 1955, published four titles: the Western[image: External link] Bullseye: Western Scout; the war comic[image: External link] Foxhole because EC Comics[image: External link] and Atlas Comics[image: External link] were having success with war comics, but promoting theirs as being written and drawn by actual veterans; In Love because their earlier romance comic[image: External link] Young Love[image: External link] was still being widely imitated; and the crime comic[image: External link] Police Trap, which claimed to be based on genuine accounts by law-enforcement officials.[55] After the duo rearranged and republished artwork from an old Crestwood story in In Love, Crestwood refused to pay the team,[56] who sought an audit of Crestwood's finances. Upon review, the pair's attorney's stated the company owed them $130,000 for work done over the past seven years. Crestwood paid them $10,000 in addition to their recent delayed payments. The partnership between Kirby and Simon had become strained.[57] Simon left the industry for a career in advertising, while Kirby continued to freelance. "He wanted to do other things and I stuck with comics," Kirby recalled in 1971. "It was fine. There was no reason to continue the partnership and we parted friends."[58]

At this point in the mid-1950s, Kirby made a temporary return to the former Timely Comics[image: External link], now known as Atlas Comics[image: External link], the direct predecessor of Marvel Comics. Inker Frank Giacoia[image: External link] had approached editor-in-chief Stan Lee for work and suggested he could "get Kirby back here to pencil some stuff."[59] While freelancing for National Comics Publications, the future DC Comics[image: External link], Kirby drew 20 stories for Atlas from 1956 to 1957: Beginning with the five-page "Mine Field" in Battleground #14 (Nov.1956), Kirby penciled and in some cases inked (with his wife, Roz) and wrote stories of the Western[image: External link] hero Black Rider[image: External link], the Fu Manchu[image: External link]-like Yellow Claw[image: External link], and more.[12][60] But in 1957, distribution troubles caused the "Atlas implosion" that resulted in several series being dropped and no new material being assigned for many months. It would be the following year before Kirby returned to the nascent Marvel.

For DC around this time, Kirby co-created with writers Dick and Dave Wood the non-superpowered adventuring quartet the Challengers of the Unknown[image: External link] in Showcase[image: External link] #6 (Feb. 1957),[61] while contributing to such anthologies as House of Mystery[image: External link].[12] During 30 months freelancing for DC, Kirby drew slightly more than 600 pages, which included 11 six-page Green Arrow[image: External link] stories in World's Finest Comics[image: External link] and Adventure Comics[image: External link] that, in a rarity, Kirby inked himself.[62] Kirby recast the archer as a science-fiction hero, moving him away from his Batman-formula roots, but in the process alienating Green Arrow co-creator Mort Weisinger[image: External link].[63]

He began drawing Sky Masters of the Space Force[image: External link], a newspaper comic strip[image: External link], written by the Wood brothers and initially inked by the unrelated Wally Wood[image: External link].[64] Kirby left National Comics Publications due largely to a contractual dispute in which editor Jack Schiff[image: External link], who had been involved in getting Kirby and the Wood brothers the Sky Masters contract, claimed he was due royalties from Kirby's share of the strip's profits. Schiff successfully sued Kirby.[65] Some DC editors had criticized him over art details, such as not drawing "the shoelaces on a cavalryman's boots" and showing a Native American "mounting his horse from the wrong side."[66]
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 Marvel Comics in the Silver Age (1958–1970)




Several months later, after his split with DC, Kirby began freelancing regularly for Atlas despite harboring negative sentiments about Lee (the cousin of Timely publisher Martin Goodman's wife), whom Kirby believed had disclosed to Timely back in the 1940s that he and Simon were secretly working on a project for National.[67] Because of the poor page rates, Kirby would spend 12 to 14 hours daily at his drawing table at home, producing four to five pages of artwork a day.[68] His first published work at Atlas was the cover of and the seven-page story "I Discovered the Secret of the Flying Saucers" in Strange Worlds[image: External link] #1 (Dec. 1958). Initially with Christopher Rule[image: External link] as his regular inker, and later Dick Ayers[image: External link], Kirby drew across all genres, from romance comics to war comics to crime comics to Western comics, but made his mark primarily with a series of supernatural-fantasy and science fiction stories featuring giant, drive-in movie[image: External link]-style monsters with names like Groot[image: External link], the Thing from Planet X;[69] Grottu, King of the Insects;[70] and Fin Fang Foom[image: External link] for the company's many anthology series, such as Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Strange Tales[image: External link], Tales to Astonish[image: External link], Tales of Suspense[image: External link], and World of Fantasy[image: External link].[12] His bizarre designs of powerful, unearthly creatures proved a hit with readers. Additionally, he freelanced for Archie Comics[image: External link]' around this time, reuniting briefly with Joe Simon to help develop the series The Fly[image: External link][71] and The Double Life of Private Strong[image: External link].[72] Additionally, Kirby drew some issues of Classics Illustrated[image: External link].[12]

It was at Marvel, in collaborating with writer and editor-in-chief Lee that Kirby hit his stride once again in superhero comics, beginning with The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961).[12][73] The landmark series became a hit that revolutionized the industry with its comparative naturalism[image: External link] and, eventually, a cosmic purview informed by Kirby's seemingly boundless imagination—one well-matched with the consciousness-expanding youth culture[image: External link] of the 1960s.

For almost a decade, Kirby provided Marvel's house style, co-creating with Stan Lee many of the Marvel characters and designing their visual motifs. At Lee's request, he often provided new-to-Marvel artists "breakdown" layouts, over which they would pencil in order to become acquainted with the Marvel look. As artist Gil Kane[image: External link] described:

Highlights of Lee/Kirby collaborations, other than the Fantastic Four, include: the Hulk[image: External link],[75] Thor[image: External link],[76] Iron Man[image: External link], the original X-Men,[77] Doctor Doom[image: External link], Uatu the Watcher[image: External link], Magneto, Ego the Living Planet[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link][78][79] and their hidden city of Attilan, and the Black Panther[image: External link],[80] comics' first known black superhero—and his African nation of Wakanda[image: External link].[81] Kirby drew the first Spider-Man[image: External link] story intended for publication, in Amazing Fantasy[image: External link] #15, but Stan Lee chose to have Steve Ditko[image: External link] redraw the story.[82]

Lee and Kirby gathered several of their newly created characters together into the team title The Avengers[image: External link][83] and would revive characters from the 1940s such as the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[84] Captain America,[85] and Ka-Zar[image: External link].[86]

The story frequently cited as Lee and Kirby's finest achievement[87][88] is the three-part "The Galactus Trilogy[image: External link]" that began in Fantastic Four #48 (March 1966), chronicling the arrival of Galactus[image: External link], a cosmic giant who wanted to devour the planet, and his herald, the Silver Surfer[image: External link].[89][90] Fantastic Four #48 was chosen as #24 in the 100 Greatest Marvels of All Time[image: External link] poll of Marvel's readers in 2001. Editor Robert Greenberger[image: External link] wrote in his introduction to the story that "As the fourth year of the Fantastic Four came to a close, Stan Lee and Jack Kirby seemed to be only warming up. In retrospect, it was perhaps the most fertile period of any monthly title during the Marvel Age."[91] Comics historian Les Daniels[image: External link] noted that "[t]he mystical and metaphysical elements that took over the saga were perfectly suited to the tastes of young readers in the 1960s", and Lee soon discovered that the story was a favorite on college campuses.[92]

In 1968 and 1969, Joe Simon was involved in litigation with Marvel Comics over the ownership of Captain America, initiated by Marvel after Simon registered the copyright renewal for Captain America in his own name. According to Simon, Kirby agreed to support the company in the litigation and, as part of a deal Kirby made with publisher Martin Goodman, signed over to Marvel any rights he might have had to the character.[93]

Kirby continued to expand the medium's boundaries, devising photo-collage covers and interiors, developing new drawing techniques such as the method for depicting energy fields now known as "Kirby Krackle[image: External link]", and other experiments.[94]

Kirby grew increasingly dissatisfied with working at Marvel. There have been a number of reasons given for this dissatisfaction, including resentment over Stan Lee's increasing media prominence, a lack of full creative control, anger over breaches of perceived promises by publisher Martin Goodman, and frustration over Marvel's failure to credit him specifically for his story plotting and for his character creations and co-creations.[95] He began to both script and draw some secondary features for Marvel, such as "The Inhumans" in Amazing Adventures,[96] as well as horror stories for the anthology title Chamber of Darkness[image: External link], and received full credit for doing so; but in 1970, Kirby was presented with a contract that included such unfavorable terms as a prohibition against legal retaliation. When Kirby objected, the management refused to negotiate any contract changes.[97] Kirby, although he was earning $35,000 a year freelancing for the company,[98] subsequently left Marvel in 1970 for rival DC Comics, under editorial director Carmine Infantino[image: External link].[99]
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 DC Comics and the Fourth World saga (1971–1975)




Kirby spent nearly two years negotiating a deal to move to DC Comics,[100] where in late 1970 he signed a three-year contract with an option for two additional years.[101] He produced a series of interlinked titles under the blanket sobriquet[image: External link] "The Fourth World[image: External link]", which included a trilogy of new titles — New Gods[image: External link], Mister Miracle[image: External link], and The Forever People[image: External link] — as well as the extant Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen[image: External link].[12][99][102] Kirby picked the latter book because the series was without a stable creative team and he did not want to cost anyone a job.[103][104] The central villain of the Fourth World series, Darkseid[image: External link], and some of the Fourth World concepts, appeared in Jimmy Olsen before the launch of the other Fourth World books, giving the new titles greater exposure to potential buyers. The Superman figures and Jimmy Olsen faces drawn by Kirby were redrawn by Al Plastino[image: External link], and later by Murphy Anderson[image: External link].[105][106] Les Daniels observed in 1995 that "Kirby's mix of slang and myth, science fiction and the Bible, made for a heady brew, but the scope of his vision has endured."[107] In 2007, comics writer Grant Morrison[image: External link] commented that "Kirby's dramas were staged across Jungian vistas of raw symbol and storm...The Fourth World saga crackles with the voltage of Jack Kirby's boundless imagination let loose onto paper."[108]

An attempt at creating new formats for comics produced the one-shot black-and-white magazines Spirit World and In the Days of the Mob in 1971.[109]

Kirby later produced other DC series such as OMAC[image: External link],[110] Kamandi[image: External link],[111] The Demon[image: External link],[112] and Kobra[image: External link],[113] and worked on such extant features as "The Losers[image: External link]" in Our Fighting Forces[image: External link].[114] Together with former partner Joe Simon for one last time, he worked on a new incarnation of the Sandman[image: External link].[12][115] Kirby produced three issues of the 1st Issue Special[image: External link] anthology series and created Atlas The Great[image: External link],[116] a new Manhunter[image: External link],[117] and the Dingbats of Danger Street[image: External link].[118]

Kirby's production assistant of the time, Mark Evanier[image: External link], recounted that DC's policies of the era were not in synch with Kirby's creative impulses, and that he was often forced to work on characters and projects he did not like.[106] Meanwhile, some artists at DC did not want Kirby there, as he threatened their positions in the company; they also had bad blood from previous competition with Marvel and legal problems with him. Since he was working from California, they were able to undermine his work through redesigns in the New York office.[119]
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 Return to Marvel (1976–1978)




At the comic book convention[image: External link] Marvelcon '75, in 1975, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four panel discussion to announce that Kirby was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for DC Comics. Lee wrote in his monthly column, "Stan Lee's Soapbox", "I mentioned that I had a special announcement to make. As I started telling about Jack's return, to a totally incredulous audience, everyone's head started to snap around as Kirby himself came waltzin' down the aisle to join us on the rostrum! You can imagine how it felt clownin' around with the co-creator of most of Marvel's greatest strips once more."[120]

Back at Marvel, Kirby both wrote and drew the monthly Captain America series[121] as well as the Captain America's Bicentennial Battles one-shot[image: External link] in the oversized treasury format.[122] He created the series The Eternals[image: External link],[123] which featured a race of inscrutable alien giants, the Celestials[image: External link], whose behind-the-scenes intervention in primordial humanity would eventually become a core element of Marvel Universe[image: External link] continuity. He produced an adaptation and expansion of the film 2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link],[124] as well as an abortive attempt to do the same for the classic television series The Prisoner[image: External link].[125] He wrote and drew Black Panther[image: External link] and drew numerous covers across the line.[12]

Kirby's other Marvel creations in this period include Machine Man[image: External link][126] and Devil Dinosaur[image: External link].[127] Kirby's final comics collaboration with Stan Lee, The Silver Surfer: The Ultimate Cosmic Experience, was published in 1978 as part of the Marvel Fireside Books[image: External link] series and is considered Marvel's first graphic novel[image: External link].[128]
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 Film and animation (1979–1980)




Still dissatisfied with Marvel's treatment of him,[129] and with an offer of employment from Hanna-Barbera[image: External link],[130] Kirby left Marvel to work in animation. In that field, he did designs for Turbo Teen[image: External link], Thundarr the Barbarian[image: External link] and other animated series for television.[106] He worked on The New Fantastic Four[image: External link] animated series, reuniting him with scriptwriter Stan Lee.[131] He illustrated an adaptation of the Walt Disney movie The Black Hole[image: External link] for Walt Disney’s Treasury of Classic Tales[image: External link] syndicated comic strip in 1979-80.[132]

In 1979, Kirby drew concept art for film producer Barry Geller's script treatment adapting Roger Zelazny[image: External link]'s science fiction novel, Lord of Light[image: External link], for which Geller had purchased the rights. In collaboration, Geller commissioned Kirby to draw set designs that would be used as architectural renderings for a Colorado theme park[image: External link] to be called Science Fiction Land; Geller announced his plans at a November press conference attended by Kirby, former American football star Rosey Grier[image: External link], writer Ray Bradbury[image: External link], and others. While the film did not come to fruition, Kirby's drawings were used for the CIA's "Canadian Caper[image: External link]", in which some members of the U.S. embassy in Tehran[image: External link], Iran, who had avoided capture in the Iran hostage crisis[image: External link], were able to escape the country posing as members of a movie location-scouting crew.[133]
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 Final years and death (1981–1994)




In the early 1980s, Pacific Comics[image: External link], a new, non-newsstand comic book publisher, made a groundbreaking deal with Kirby to publish a creator-owned[image: External link] series, Captain Victory and the Galactic Rangers[image: External link],[134][135] and the six-issue miniseries Silver Star[image: External link] (later collected in hardcover format in 2007).[136][137][138] This, together with similar actions by other independent comics[image: External link] publishers as Eclipse Comics[image: External link] (where Kirby co-created Destroyer Duck[image: External link] in a benefit comic-book series published to help Steve Gerber[image: External link] fight a legal case against Marvel),[139] helped establish a precedent to end the monopoly of the work for hire system, wherein comics creators, even freelancers, had owned no rights to characters they created.

Kirby continued to do periodic work for DC Comics during the 1980s, including a brief revival of his "Fourth World" saga in the 1984 and 1985 Super Powers[image: External link] miniseries[140] and the 1985 graphic novel The Hunger Dogs. DC executives Jenette Kahn[image: External link] and Paul Levitz[image: External link] had Kirby re-design the Fourth World characters for the Super Powers toyline as a way of entitling him to royalties for several of his DC creations.[141]

In 1985, Kirby helped to create the concept and designs for The Centurions[image: External link], along with Gil Kane[image: External link]. A comic book series based on the show was published by DC and a toy line produced by Kenner[image: External link].

In the twilight of his life, Kirby spent a great deal of time sparring with Marvel executives over the ownership rights of original artwork. At Marvel, many of these pages owned by the company (due to outdated and legally dubious copyright claims) were given away as promotional gifts to Marvel clients or simply stolen from company warehouses.[142] After the passage of the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link], which greatly expanded artist copyright capabilities, comics publishers began to return original art to creators, but only if they signed a release reaffirming Marvel's ownership of the copyright.[142] In 1985, Marvel issued a release that demanded Kirby affirm that his art was created for hire, allowing Marvel to retain copyright in perpetuity, in addition to demanding that Kirby forego all future royalties. Marvel offered him 88 pages of his art (less than 1% of his total output) if he signed the agreement, but reserved the right to reclaim the art if Kirby violated the deal.[142] After Kirby publicly slammed Marvel, calling the company thugs and claiming they were arbitrarily holding his creations, Marvel finally returned (after two years of deliberations) approximately 1,900[143] or 2,100 pages of the estimated 10,000 to 13,000 Kirby drew for the company.[144][145]

Kirby retained ownership of characters used by Topps Comics[image: External link] beginning in 1993, for a set of series in what the company dubbed "The Kirbyverse[image: External link]".[146] These titles were derived mainly from designs and concepts that Kirby had kept in his files, some intended initially for the by-then-defunct Pacific Comics, and then licensed to Topps for what would become the "Jack Kirby's Secret City Saga[image: External link]" mythos.[147]

Phantom Force was the last comic book which Jack Kirby worked on before his death. The story was co-written by Kirby with Michael Thibodeaux and Richard French, based on an eight-page pitch for an unused Bruce Lee[image: External link] comic in 1978.[148] Issues #1 and 2 were published by Image Comics[image: External link] with various Image artists inking over Kirby's pencils. Issue #0 and issues #3 to 8 were published by Genesis West, with Kirby providing pencils for issues #0 and 4. Thibodeaux provided the art for the remaining issues of the series after Kirby died.

According to an interview with Kirby's granddaughter, Kirby was a "liberal Democrat".[149]

On February 6, 1994, Kirby died at age 76 of heart failure in his Thousand Oaks, California[image: External link] home.[150] He was buried at the Pierce Brothers Valley Oaks Memorial Park, Westlake Village, California[image: External link].[151]
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Lisa Kirby announced in early 2006 that she and co-writer Steve Robertson, with artist Mike Thibodeaux, planned to publish via the Marvel Comics Icon[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] a six-issue limited series[image: External link], Jack Kirby’s Galactic Bounty Hunters[image: External link], featuring characters and concepts created by her father for Captain Victory.[35] The series, scripted by Lisa Kirby, Robertson, Thibodeaux, and Richard French, with pencil art by Jack Kirby and Thibodeaux, and inking by Scott Hanna and Karl Kesel[image: External link] primarily, ran an initial five issues (Sept. 2006–Jan. 2007) and then a later final issue (Sept. 2007).[152]

Marvel posthumously published a "lost" Kirby/Lee Fantastic Four story, Fantastic Four: The Lost Adventure (April 2008), with unused pages Kirby had originally drawn for a story that was partially published in Fantastic Four #108 (March 1971).[153][154]

In 2011, Dynamite Entertainment[image: External link] published Kirby: Genesis, an eight-issue miniseries by writer Kurt Busiek[image: External link] and artists Jack Herbert and Alex Ross[image: External link], featuring Kirby-owned characters previously published by Pacific Comics and Topps Comics[image: External link].[155][156]
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On September 16, 2009,[157] Kirby's four children served notices of termination to The Walt Disney Studios, 20th Century Fox, Universal Pictures, Paramount Pictures, and Sony Pictures to attempt to gain control of various Silver Age Marvel characters.[158][159] Marvel sought to invalidate those claims.[160][161] In mid-March 2010 Kirby's children "sued Marvel to terminate copyrights and gain profits from [Kirby's] comic creations."[162] In July 2011, the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link] issued a summary judgment[image: External link] in favor of Marvel,[157][163] which was affirmed in August 2013 by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link].[164] The Kirby children filed a petition on March 21, 2014, for a review of the case by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link],[165][166] but a settlement was reached on September 26, 2014, and the family requested that the petition be dismissed.[167] While the settlement has left uncertain the legal right to works governed by the Copyright Act of 1909[image: External link] created before the Copyright Act of 1976[image: External link] came into force, the Kirby children's attorney, Marc Toberoff[image: External link], said the issue of creators' rights[image: External link] to reclaim the work done as independent contractors remains, and other potential claims have yet to become ripe.[168]
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Brent Staples wrote in the New York Times:

Michael Chabon[image: External link], in his afterword to his Pulitzer Prize-winning novel The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay[image: External link], a fictional account of two early comics pioneers, wrote, "I want to acknowledge the deep debt I owe in this and everything else I've ever written to the work of the late Jack Kirby, the King of Comics."[170] Director James Cameron[image: External link] said Kirby inspired the look of his film Aliens[image: External link], calling it "not intentional in the sense I sat down and looked at all my favorite comics and studied them for this film, but, yeah, Kirby's work was definitely in my subconscious programming. The guy was a visionary. Absolutely. And he could draw machines like nobody's business. He was sort of like A. E. van Vogt[image: External link] and some of these other science-fiction writers who are able to create worlds that — even though we live in a science-fictionary world today — are still so far beyond what we're experiencing."[171]

Several Kirby images are among those on the "Marvel Super Heroes" set of commemorative stamps[image: External link] issued by the U.S. Postal Service on July 27, 2007.[172] Ten of the stamps are portraits of individual Marvel characters and the other 10 stamps depict individual Marvel Comic book covers. According to the credits printed on the back of the pane, Kirby's artwork is featured on: Captain America, The Thing, Silver Surfer, The Amazing Spider-Man #1, The Incredible Hulk #1, Captain America #100, The X-Men #1, and The Fantastic Four #3.[169][172]

In the 1990s Superman: The Animated Series[image: External link] television show, police detective Dan Turpin[image: External link] was modeled on Kirby.[173]

In 2002, jazz percussionist Gregg Bendian[image: External link] released a seven-track CD titled Requiem for Jack Kirby, inspired by Kirby's art and storytelling. Titles of the instrumental cuts include "Kirby's Fourth World", "New Gods", "The Mother Box", "Teaneck in the Marvel Age" and "Air Above Zenn-La[image: External link]".[174]

Various comic-book and cartoon creators have done homages to Kirby. Examples include the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles[image: External link] Mirage Comics series ("Kirby and the Warp Crystal" in Donatello #1, and its animated counterpart, "The King", from the 2003 cartoon series[image: External link]). The episode of Superman: The Animated Series entitled "Apokolips...Now!, Part 2" was dedicated to his memory.[175][176]

As of September 2012, Hollywood films based on characters Kirby co-created have collectively earned nearly $3.1 billion.[177] Kirby himself is a character portrayed by Luis Yagüe in the 2009 Spanish short film The King & the Worst, which is inspired by Kirby's service in World War II.[178] He is portrayed by Michael Parks[image: External link] in a brief appearance in the fact-based drama Argo[image: External link] (2012), about the Canadian Caper[image: External link].[179]

A play based on Kirby's life, King Kirby, by New York Innovative Theatre Awards[image: External link]-winner Crystal Skillman and New York Times bestselling comics writer Fred Van Lente[image: External link], was staged at Brooklyn's Brick Theater as part of its annual Comic Book Theater Festival. The play was a New York Times Critics' Pick selection and was funded by a widely publicized Kickstarter campaign.[180][181][182]

The 2016 novel I Hate the Internet[image: External link] frequently mentions Kirby as a "central personage" of the novel.[183]

To mark Jack Kirby's 100th birthday in 2017, DC Comics[image: External link] announced a series of one-shots[image: External link] involving characters that Kirby had created, including The Newsboy Legion[image: External link] and the Boy Commandos[image: External link], Manhunter[image: External link], Sandman[image: External link], the New Gods[image: External link], Darkseid[image: External link], and ending with The Black Racer[image: External link] and Shilo Norman[image: External link].
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Jack Kirby received a great deal of recognition over the course of his career, including the 1967 Alley Award[image: External link] for Best Pencil Artist.[184] The following year he was runner-up behind Jim Steranko[image: External link]. His other Alley Awards were:


	1963: Favorite Short Story - "The Human Torch Meets Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Strange Tales[image: External link] #114[185]


	1964:[186]

	Best Novel - "Captain America Joins the Avengers", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, from The Avengers[image: External link] #4

	Best New Strip or Book - "Captain America", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Tales of Suspense[image: External link]






	1965: Best Short Story - "The Origin of the Red Skull", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, Tales of Suspense #66[187]


	1966: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - "Tales of Asgard" by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[image: External link][188]


	1967: Best Professional Work, Regular Short Feature - (tie) "Tales of Asgard" and "Tales of the Inhumans[image: External link]", both by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor[184]


	1968:[189]

	Best Professional Work, Best Regular Short Feature - "Tales of the Inhumans", by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby, in Thor


	Best Professional Work, Hall of Fame - Fantastic Four, by Stan Lee and Jack Kirby; Nick Fury, Agent of S.H.I.E.L.D.[image: External link], by Jim Steranko[189]








Kirby won a Shazam Award[image: External link] for Special Achievement by an Individual in 1971 for his "Fourth World" series in Forever People, New Gods, Mister Miracle, and Superman's Pal Jimmy Olsen.[190] He received an Inkpot Award[image: External link] in 1974[191] and was inducted into the Shazam Awards Hall of Fame in 1975.[192] In 1987 he was an inaugural inductee into the Will Eisner Comic Book Hall of Fame[image: External link].[193] He received the 1993 Bob Clampett Humanitarian Award at that year's Eisner Awards[image: External link].[194]

His work was honored posthumously in 1998: The collection of his New Gods material, Jack Kirby's New Gods, edited by Bob Kahan, won both the Harvey Award[image: External link] for Best Domestic Reprint Project,[195] and the Eisner Award for Best Archival Collection/Project.[196] On July 14, 2017, Jack Kirby was named a Disney Legend[image: External link] for the co-creation of numerous characters that would comprise Disney's Marvel Cinematic Universe.[197]

The Jack Kirby Awards[image: External link] and Jack Kirby Hall of Fame[image: External link] were named in his honor.

With Will Eisner[image: External link], Robert Crumb[image: External link], Harvey Kurtzman[image: External link], Gary Panter[image: External link] and Chris Ware[image: External link], Kirby was among the artists honored in the exhibition "Masters of American Comics" at the Jewish Museum[image: External link] in New York City from September 16, 2006 to January 28, 2007.[198][199]

Asteroid 51985 Kirby[image: External link], discovered September 22, 2001, was named in his honor.[200]
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James McAvoy






Not to be confused with James McEvoy[image: External link].

James McAvoy (/'maekevoI /[image: External link]; born 21 April 1979)[2] is a Scottish actor. He made his acting debut as a teen in The Near Room (1995) and continued to make mostly television appearances until 2003, when his feature film career began. He continued to work in both areas from then on. His notable television work includes the drama show State of Play[image: External link] and the science fiction show Frank Herbert's Children of Dune[image: External link].

Besides screen acting, McAvoy has performed in several West End[image: External link] productions and received three nominations for the Laurence Olivier Award for Best Actor[image: External link]. He has also done voice work for animated films[image: External link] including Gnomeo & Juliet[image: External link] and Arthur Christmas[image: External link] (both 2011).

In 2003, McAvoy appeared in a lead role in Bollywood Queen[image: External link], a British Indian[image: External link] take on Shakespeare[image: External link]'s play Romeo and Juliet[image: External link], directed by Jeremy Wooding[image: External link]. This was followed by a supporting role, the faun Mr. Tumnus[image: External link], in The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link] (2005). His performance in Kevin Macdonald[image: External link]'s drama The Last King of Scotland[image: External link] (2006) garnered him several award nominations. The critically acclaimed romantic drama war film Atonement[image: External link] (2007) earned him a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nomination and his second BAFTA nomination. He appeared as a newly trained assassin in the action thriller Wanted[image: External link] (2008). Since 2011, he has played the young Professor Charles Xavier in the superhero film X-Men: First Class (2011), a role he reprised in X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), X-Men: Apocalypse (2016) and X-Men: Dark Phoenix (2018).[3] McAvoy starred in the crime comedy-drama film Filth[image: External link] (2013) for which he won Best Actor in the British Independent Film Awards[image: External link].[4] In 2017, he portrayed Kevin, a man with 23 personalities in his body, in M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link]'s Split[image: External link], for which he received critical acclaim.[5][6]



TOP[image: External link]
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 Early life and family




McAvoy was born in Glasgow[image: External link], Scotland on Saturday, 21 April 1979, the son of Elizabeth (née Johnstone), a psychiatric nurse, and James McAvoy, Sr., a builder.[7] He was brought up as a Roman Catholic.[8] His parents divorced when he was seven.[7] McAvoy's mother suffered from poor health and subsequently decided it was best that he live with his maternal grandparents, Mary and James Johnstone, a butcher who lived in a terraced council house in the nearby Drumchapel[image: External link] area of Glasgow.[9] His mother lived with them intermittently.[7] McAvoy has a sister, Joy, and a younger half-brother, Donald.[7] McAvoy has not been in contact with his father since childhood.[7]

He attended St Thomas Aquinas[image: External link] Secondary in Jordanhill[image: External link], Glasgow, a Catholic school, and briefly considered joining the Catholic priesthood.[10][11] In a 2006 interview, McAvoy said that he considered becoming a priest as a child because it seemed to be a way to explore the world via missionary work.[12] During his education, he worked at a local bakery.[10][11]
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 Career
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 1995–2004: Early career




McAvoy's acting debut came at the age of 15 in The Near Room (1995). He later admitted that he was not very interested in acting when joining the film, but was inspired to study the acting after developing feelings for his co-star, Alana Brady.[13] He continued to act while still a member of PACE Youth Theatre[image: External link].[14][15] McAvoy eventually graduated from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama[image: External link] in 2000.[16] Throughout the early 2000s, he made guest appearances in television shows and began working on movies. In 2001, McAvoy's performance as a gay hustler[image: External link] in the play Out in the Open impressed director Joe Wright[image: External link] so much that Wright began offering McAvoy parts in his films. McAvoy kept declining them, however, and it wasn't until six years later that the two worked together.[16]

He also starred in Privates on Parade in the Donmar Warehouse[image: External link], this time catching Sam Mendes[image: External link]' attention.[7] Also in 2001, the actor appeared as Private James W. Miller in Band of Brothers[image: External link], an eleven-hour World War II miniseries[image: External link] by executive producers Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Tom Hanks[image: External link].[17] This is the same miniseries in which his future coworker, Michael Fassbender, played the role of Burton "Pat" Christenson. It was shown on the HBO[image: External link] network.[18] He gained the attention of critics in 2002's White Teeth[image: External link], a four-part television drama miniseries adaption[image: External link] based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by Zadie Smith.[19]

In 2003, McAvoy appeared in the Sci Fi Channel[image: External link] miniseries Frank Herbert's Children of Dune[image: External link], adapted from Frank Herbert[image: External link]'s novels. It is one of the highest-rated programmes ever to be aired on the channel.[20] More cable work came for him when he accepted the role of an unprincipled reporter in 2003's State of Play[image: External link]. The well-received six-part British drama serial tells the story of a newspaper's investigation into the death of a young woman and was broadcast on BBC One[image: External link].[21][22] Calling the programme a "must-see", the Chicago Tribune[image: External link] recommended State of Play for its cast's performance.[23] In 2002, McAvoy shot scenes for Bollywood Queen[image: External link], described as West Side Story[image: External link] meets Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] with bindis[image: External link], the movie deals with star-crossed lovers caught in the middle of clashing cultures; it was shown as a special presentation at the 2003 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] and opened in UK cinemas on 17 October.[24][25] In 2004, he acted in a supporting role in the romantic comedy[image: External link] Wimbledon[image: External link], also featuring Kirsten Dunst[image: External link] as a co-lead.[26] His next project was voicing a character named Hal in the 2004 English version of Strings[image: External link], a mythic fantasy film[image: External link].[27] Another 2004 release for him was Inside I'm Dancing[image: External link], an Irish production directed by Damien O'Donnell[image: External link] starring alongside fellow Scotsman Steven Robertson[image: External link]. In it, the actor was cast as one of the two principal characters: a maverick with duchenne muscular dystrophy[image: External link].[28] McAvoy ended 2004 by appearing in the first two seasons of Shameless[image: External link] as Steve McBride[image: External link], the moral hero of the BAFTA[image: External link]-winning Channel 4[image: External link] programme.
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 2005–2007: Critical success




His public profile was raised in 2005 with the release of Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link]'s The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe[image: External link]. McAvoy starred in the fantasy adventure film[image: External link] made by Andrew Adamson[image: External link] and based on C. S. Lewis[image: External link]'s children's novel[image: External link] as Tumnus[image: External link], a faun who befriends Lucy Pevensie[image: External link] (played by Georgie Henley[image: External link]) and joins Aslan[image: External link] (Liam Neeson[image: External link])'s forces. It was given a UK release of 9 December. At the UK box office, the film opened at number one, earning around £8.7 million at 498 cinemas over the weekend.[29] Worldwide, Narnia grossed £463 million, making it the 41st highest-grossing film of all-time worldwide[image: External link].[30] That succeeding year he also accepted the principal role of Brian Jackson, a nerdy university student who wins a place on a University Challenge[image: External link] quiz team in the mid-1980s, in Starter for 10[image: External link]. He was directed by David Nicholls[image: External link], who adapted the film's screenplay from his own book[image: External link]. The British/American production was given distribution in the UK on 10 November. 10 has a rating of 89% on review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] based on a sample of 75 reviews.[31] In spite of the positive buzz, the movie flopped at the box office, unable to recover its production costs of £5.7 million.[32][33]

Forest Whitaker[image: External link] had suggested McAvoy to director Kevin Macdonald[image: External link] for the role of Nicholas Garrigan in 2006's Academy Award[image: External link]-winning low-budgeted The Last King of Scotland[image: External link].[34] McAvoy portrayed a Scottish doctor who becomes the personal physician to dictator Idi Amin[image: External link] (played by Whittaker) while in Uganda[image: External link]. While the film is based on factual events of Amin's rule, the details of the story and the character McAvoy played are fictional and adapted from Giles Foden[image: External link]'s acclaimed 1998 novel[image: External link]. McAvoy assessed his character to be a "completely selfish prick".[12] An overwhelmed McAvoy fainted during his first take of what would be the hardest scene for him to shoot, Nicholas's torture.[35] McAvoy was named Best Actor of the year by Scotland's own BAFTA Awards[image: External link], where the film swept the major categories,[36] and received a nomination for the BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link]. The film received three awards, including the Outstanding British Film of the Year[image: External link].[37] This was accompanied by praise for McAvoy's performance.[38]

Following that, he played Irish attorney Tom Lefroy[image: External link] and love-interest to Jane Austen[image: External link] in Becoming Jane[image: External link], a 2007 historical movie inspired by the author's early life.[39] Next up was Penelope[image: External link], which premiered at the 2006 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[40] Also starring co-producer Reese Witherspoon[image: External link], it generated polarised reviews.[41] The breakthrough role in McAvoy's career came in Atonement[image: External link], Joe Wright's 2007 adaption of Ian McEwan[image: External link]'s novel of the same title[image: External link]. A romantic war film[image: External link], it focuses on lovers Cecilia and Robbie's (Keira Knightley[image: External link] and McAvoy) lives being torn apart after her jealous younger sister, Briony (Saoirse Ronan[image: External link]) falsely accuses him of rape. Upon reading the script, McAvoy said he thought "If I don't get the part I'm not reading the book because it'll be devastating. It's an amazing role and I really wanted it."[42] McAvoy has called the film "incredibly sad" but considers it an uplifting experience. He also shared that he hoped viewers will be left "absolutely devastated and harrowed." Screenings of Atonement were held at the 2007 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link], where it was one of the most acclaimed films present, and Venice Film Festival[image: External link].[43][44] Atonement was a big awards contender; it was nominated for fourteen BAFTAs and seven Academy Awards.[45][46] Both McAvoy and Knightley were nominated for their performances at the 65th Golden Globe Awards[image: External link], respectively.[47] Additionally, the film was lauded by critics, with Metacritic reporting it to have an approval rating of 85.[48] The Hollywood Reporter writer Ray Bennett said the duo gave "compelling and charismatic performances".[49]
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 2008–present: Wanted, X-Men and subsequent work




One of the biggest highlights of McAvoy's career was starring with Angelina Jolie[image: External link] and Morgan Freeman[image: External link] in Wanted[image: External link] (2008), an action film where he portrayed Wesley Gibson, a young American slacker who learns he is heir to a legacy of assassins. When McAvoy screen-tested for the role, he was initially rejected because the studio was seeking an actor with conventional Hollywood leading-man looks and physique. He later recalled being considered the "runt of the litter" of those who tested, but ultimately got the role in late 2006 since the studio "wanted someone geeky".[50][51] While shooting action scenes for Wanted, he suffered several injuries, including a twisted ankle and an injured knee.[52] Nonetheless the actor said he had a "good time" doing the movie. McAvoy had never done this type of genre before and thought of Wanted as a chance to be more versatile.[53]

Loosely based on the comic book miniseries of the same name[image: External link] by Mark Millar[image: External link], it saw a June 2008 release worldwide. It received favourable reviews from the press, who generally liked that it was fast-paced.[54] At the box office, Wanted was a success, grossing $341 million against a $75 million production budget.[55] Next was The Last Station[image: External link] (2009), a biopic that details the final months of celebrated writer Leo Tolstoy[image: External link] and also stars Anne-Marie Duff[image: External link], McAvoy's wife at the time.[56] It was shown at a limited number of screens in the US.[57] Although most critics' awards paid attention to co-stars Helen Mirren[image: External link] and Christopher Plummer[image: External link], the Satellite Awards[image: External link] nominated McAvoy for Best Supporting Actor.[58] In 2009, McAvoy voiced Angelina's father, Maurice Mouseling, in the television series, Angelina Ballerina: The Next Steps[image: External link].

He also appeared onstage in 2009 at Apollo Theater[image: External link]'s Three Days of Rain.[59] He voiced the male titular character in Gnomeo and Juliet[image: External link] (2011), an animated movie[image: External link] based on William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s play Romeo and Juliet[image: External link].[60] In Robert Redford[image: External link]'s historical American drama The Conspirator[image: External link], McAvoy played the role of an idealistic war hero who reluctantly defends a co-conspirator[image: External link] (played by Robin Wright Penn[image: External link]) charged in the Abraham Lincoln assassination[image: External link]. It premiered at the 2010 Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link].[61] While this movie garnered mixed reception, critics lauded the actor for his work. In Owen Gleiberman[image: External link]'s assessment of The Conspirator, he found it "stiff-jointed" and tedious, but regarded McAvoy as "an avid presence".[62]

In mid-2010, McAvoy was cast as telepathic superhero[image: External link] Professor X, leader and founder of the X-Men, in X-Men: First Class.[63] He joined an ensemble that included Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence and Kevin Bacon[image: External link]. Based on the Marvel Comics and a prequel to the film series[image: External link], it is set primarily during the build-up to the Cuban Missile Crisis[image: External link] and focuses on the relationship between Professor X and Magneto and the origin of their groups. McAvoy did not read comics as a child, and thus was unfamiliar with the Stan Lee originals which began publication in the 1960s, but was a fan of the X-Men animated cartoon series[image: External link].[64] Released to the UK on 1 June, First Class topped its box office with ticket sales of around £5 million in its opening weekend.[65] First Class was also reviewed favourably, and McAvoy's performance was widely praised.[66] In 2011, McAvoy began filming the role of Max Lewinsky in the British thriller Welcome to the Punch[image: External link].[67] He played the lead role in the Danny Boyle[image: External link] film Trance[image: External link].

In 2012, McAvoy was cast as Bruce Robertson in Filth[image: External link], an adaptation of an Irvine Welsh[image: External link] novel of the same name. The film's ensemble cast includes Jamie Bell[image: External link], Jim Broadbent[image: External link], Eddie Marsan[image: External link], and Imogen Poots[image: External link]. For his role, McAvoy won Best Actor at the British Independent Film Awards in December 2013.[68] It was also announced that he would co-star with Jessica Chastain[image: External link] in a double-feature film project, The Disappearance of Eleanor Rigby[image: External link].[69] He performed the male lead in radio play adaptation of Neverwhere[image: External link] written by Neil Gaiman[image: External link].[70] In October 2016 McAvoy played the character Richard in the BBC Radio 4 production of Neil Gaiman[image: External link]'s short story 'How The Marquis Got His Coat Back'.[71] Gaiman himself played the role of the Boatman.

McAvoy starred in Shakespeare's Macbeth[image: External link] on London's West End in early 2013. Macbeth was the first performance at the Trafalgar Transformed, running from 9 February until 27 April. The production was directed by Jamie Lloyd[image: External link] who also directed McAvoy in his last stint on the stage in 2009's Three Days of Rain[image: External link].[72] In 2015, McAvoy won the Best Actor award at London's Evening Standard Theater Awards for his portrayal of Jack Gurney in The Ruling Class[image: External link],[73] a revival of the Peter Barnes[image: External link] play directed once again by Jamie Lloyd[image: External link]. It ran at Trafalgar Studios from 16 January to 11 April 2015.

McAvoy reprised his role as Professor X in X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), which grossed $747.9 million worldwide, making it the sixth highest-grossing film of the year 2014, and the second highest-grossing film in the X-Men franchise and in 2016's X-Men: Apocalypse.[74] In 2016, he starred in the M. Night Shyamalan[image: External link] thriller Split[image: External link] as Kevin Wendell Crumb[image: External link], a dissociative identity disorder[image: External link] sufferer with dangerous capabilities. His performance was praised by critics, with some hailing it as the best of his career.[5][6] McAvoy will be returning as Professor X in the 2018 film X-Men: Dark Phoenix and as Crumb in Glass[image: External link] (2019).[75][76]
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 Personal life




While working on Shameless, McAvoy started a relationship with Anne-Marie Duff[image: External link], who played his character's love interest, and they married on 11 November 2006 in a quiet ceremony.[77] They have one child together, a son named Brendan (b. 2010).[78] On 13 May 2016, McAvoy and Duff jointly announced their decision to divorce.[79] To minimise disruption to Brendan's life, they still share a home in North London when not working elsewhere.[80]

After McAvoy won the "Rising Star" award from the BAFTAs, his estranged father spoke to the Sunday Mirror[image: External link], stating that he would love to get in touch with his son, but did not know how to reach him. Though the actor did not read the piece, he heard about it and was unmoved.[7] He enjoys fantasy themes which he said started from the age of 11 with The Lord of the Rings[image: External link].[81]

McAvoy's big interest outside acting and science fiction is football; he is a huge fan of Celtic Football Club[image: External link], stating that his dream role would be to play Celtic legend Jimmy Johnstone[image: External link].[82] McAvoy considers himself a spiritual person[image: External link] who no longer practises Catholicism.[11]

Speaking to Sky News[image: External link], McAvoy said he believed that British filmmakers belittle and dumb down their productions to please American audiences. "It's like we're patronising them and short changing ourselves," the actor commented.[83] He had previously called 3-D films[image: External link] a "waste of money", accusing film studios of using the effect to get more money out of their theatre audiences.[84]
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 Charity




At one point, McAvoy did a "terrifying" BASE[image: External link] jump from the world's tallest hospital building in a bid to help raise money for Ugandan children's charity Retrak, an organisation which assists children on the streets.[85] Additionally, McAvoy is a celebrity supporter of the British Red Cross[image: External link] with whom he travelled to Uganda to raise awareness of the projects there. He had become involved with the charity after shooting The Last King of Scotland there for several months and was shocked by what he saw.[86] In February 2007, he visited northern Uganda and spent four days seeing projects supported by the British Red Cross.[87] In 2015, McAvoy pledged £125,000 to a 10-year scholarship programme at his former drama school, the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland.[88]
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Michael Fassbender






Michael Fassbender (born 2 April 1977) is a German-born Irish actor. His feature film debut was in the fantasy war epic 300[image: External link] (2007) as a Spartan[image: External link] warrior; his earlier roles included various stage productions, as well as starring roles on television such as in the HBO[image: External link] miniseries Band of Brothers[image: External link] (2001) and the Sky One[image: External link] fantasy drama Hex[image: External link] (2004–05). He first came to prominence for his role as IRA[image: External link] activist Bobby Sands[image: External link] in Hunger[image: External link] (2008), for which he won a British Independent Film Award[image: External link]. Subsequent roles include in the independent film Fish Tank[image: External link] (2009), as a Royal Marines[image: External link] lieutenant[image: External link] in Inglourious Basterds[image: External link] (2009), as Edward Rochester[image: External link] in the 2011 film adaptation[image: External link] of Jane Eyre[image: External link], as Carl Jung[image: External link] in A Dangerous Method[image: External link] (2011), as the sentient[image: External link] android[image: External link] David 8[image: External link] in Prometheus[image: External link] (2012) and its sequel, Alien: Covenant[image: External link] (2017), and in the musical comedy-drama Frank[image: External link] (2014) as an eccentric musician loosely inspired by Frank Sidebottom[image: External link].

In 2011, Fassbender debuted as the Marvel Comics antihero[image: External link] Magneto in X-Men: First Class, and went on to share the role with Ian McKellen[image: External link] in X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), and reprised it again in X-Men: Apocalypse (2016). Also in 2011, Fassbender's performance as a sex addict[image: External link] in Shame[image: External link] earned him the Volpi Cup for Best Actor[image: External link] at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link] and was nominated for Golden Globe[image: External link] and BAFTA Awards[image: External link]. In 2013, his role as slave owner Edwin Epps[image: External link] in the slavery[image: External link] epic[image: External link] 12 Years a Slave[image: External link] was similarly praised, earning him his first Oscar[image: External link] nomination for Best Supporting Actor[image: External link]. In 2013, Fassbender appeared in another Ridley Scott film, The Counselor[image: External link]. In 2015, he portrayed the title role[image: External link] in the Danny Boyle[image: External link]-directed biopic Steve Jobs[image: External link] (2015), and played Macbeth[image: External link] in Justin Kurzel[image: External link]'s adaptation[image: External link] of William Shakespeare[image: External link]'s play. For the former, he has received Academy Award, BAFTA, Golden Globe and SAG[image: External link] nominations. In 2015, he produced the western Slow West[image: External link], in which he also starred.

Fassbender is married to the actress Alicia Vikander[image: External link].



TOP[image: External link]
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Fassbender was born on 2 April 1977[6] in Heidelberg, Baden-Württemberg[image: External link].[7] His mother, Adele, is Irish[image: External link] (from Larne, County Antrim[image: External link]), while his father, Josef Fassbender, is German[image: External link].[8][9] According to Fassbender family lore[image: External link], his mother is the great-grand-niece of Michael Collins[image: External link], an Irish[image: External link] leader during the War of Independence[image: External link].[7][10] When Fassbender was two years old, his parents moved to the Irish town of Killarney, County Kerry[image: External link], where they ran the West End House, a restaurant where his father worked as a chef. His parents moved to Kerry as they wanted their children to grow up in the countryside rather than the industrial backdrop of their previous residence in Germany.[7][9] Fassbender was raised Catholic[image: External link], and served as an altar boy[image: External link][11] at the church his family attended. He has an older sister, Catherine, who is a neuropsychologist[image: External link].[12][13]

Fassbender and his sister spent summer holidays in Germany, and he speaks German[image: External link] fluently,[14] though he later stated before filming Inglourious Basterds[image: External link] that he had needed to brush up a bit on his spoken German because "it was a bit rusty".[15][16] He attended Fossa[image: External link] National School[17] and St. Brendan's College[image: External link], both in Killarney.[18] He decided that he wanted to be an actor at age 17 when he was cast in a play by Donal Courtney. At 19, he moved to London to study at the Drama Centre London[image: External link], a constituent school of Central Saint Martins[image: External link]. In 1999, he dropped out of the Drama Centre and toured with the Oxford Stage Company[image: External link] to perform the play Three Sisters[image: External link].[12][19] Before he found work as an actor, he worked as a bartender and postman.[20] Other jobs include labour work, market research for the Royal Mail[image: External link] and working for Dell[image: External link] computers.[21]
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Fassbender's first screen role was that of Burton "Pat" Christenson in Tom Hanks[image: External link] and Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s award-winning television miniseries Band of Brothers[image: External link] (2001).[22] He played the character of Azazeal[image: External link] in both series of Hex[image: External link] on Sky One[image: External link] and starred as the main character in the music video for the song "Blind Pilots[image: External link]," by the British band The Cooper Temple Clause[image: External link]. In the video, he plays the part of a man out with friends on a stag night who slowly transforms into a goat due to wearing a cowbell necklace.[22]

Fassbender played Jonathan Harker[image: External link] in a ten-part radio serialisation of Dracula produced by BBC Northern Ireland[image: External link] and broadcast in the Book at Bedtime[image: External link] series between 24 November and 5 December 2003. He was also seen in early 2004 in a Guinness television commercial[image: External link], The Quarrel, playing a man who swims across the ocean from Ireland to apologise personally to his brother in New York;[23] this commercial won a gold medal at the 2005 FAB Awards[image: External link].[24][25]

During the 2006 Edinburgh Festival Fringe[image: External link], Fassbender played Michael Collins[image: External link] in Allegiance, a play by Mary Kenny[image: External link] based on the meeting between Collins and Winston Churchill[image: External link].[26] In addition, Fassbender produced, directed, and starred in a stage version of Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s Reservoir Dogs[image: External link],[22] along with his production company.

He appeared in Angel[image: External link] (UK title: The Real Life of Angel Deverell), about the rise and fall of an eccentric young British writer (played by Romola Garai[image: External link]) in the early 20th century. Fassbender plays her love interest, an average painter named Esmé.[22] The drama—the first English-language effort by French director François Ozon[image: External link] and based on the novel by Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link]—premiered on 17 February 2007 at the Berlin International Film Festival[image: External link] and on 14 March 2007 in Paris. He then made a brief appearance in Dean Cavanagh[image: External link] and Irvine Welsh[image: External link]'s Wedding Belles[image: External link] as Barney, speaking with a Scottish accent.
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 Mainstream success




In 2006, Fassbender played Stelios[image: External link], a young Spartan warrior, in 300[image: External link], a fantasy action film directed by Zack Snyder[image: External link]. The film was a commercial success.[27] In preparation for his role as Provisional Irish Republican Army[image: External link] prisoner Bobby Sands[image: External link] in Steve McQueen[image: External link]'s 2008 film Hunger[image: External link], Fassbender underwent a crash diet that restricted him to 600 calories a day. He received the British Independent Film Award[image: External link] for his performance.[28] One year after his success at the Cannes Film Festival with Hunger[image: External link], he appeared in two films. The first was Quentin Tarantino[image: External link]'s Inglourious Basterds[image: External link], in which he played the British officer Lieutenant Archie Hicox. The other film was Fish Tank[image: External link] directed by Andrea Arnold[image: External link]. Both films were critically acclaimed and Fassbender's work in them also well received.[ weasel words[image: External link]]

In 2010, Fassbender appeared as Burke in Jonah Hex[image: External link], a Western film.[29] In an interview at San Diego Comic-Con International, a comic book convention, Fassbender commented of the role: "I kind of developed this character and really pushed it – I'll see how far I pushed it ... I had this idea about the character, he’s kind of psychotic, he gets his kicks in perverted ways. I didn’t want to make it very obvious or like something you've seen before."[30] Hex received predominantly negative reviews.[31] Responding to criticism of Jonah Hex in 2011, Fassbender commented: "Pretty awful, was it? I haven't seen it myself."[32] He portrayed Quintus Dias in Neil Marshall[image: External link]'s bloody Roman war-thriller-drama film Centurion[image: External link].[33] and was cast as 'Richard Wirth' in the Joel Schumacher[image: External link] film Blood Creek[image: External link] alongside Dominic Purcell[image: External link]. The story centres on a West Virginia man who comes to terms with his moral qualms and helps his brother wipe out a family that had been protecting a Nazi occultist and who had kept his brother captive for him to feed off for years. Fassbender portrayed Edward Rochester[image: External link] in the 2011 film Jane Eyre[image: External link], featuring Mia Wasikowska[image: External link] in the title role, with Cary Fukunaga[image: External link] directing.[34]

Fassbender portrayed Magneto in the superhero blockbuster X-Men: First Class, the prequel to X-Men. Set in 1962, it focuses on the friendship between Charles Xavier (played by James McAvoy) and Magneto and the origin of their groups, the X-Men and the Brotherhood of Mutants[image: External link]. The film was released on 3 June 2011 to general acclaim and financial success and promoted Fassbender to being more of a popular movie star. In 2011, Fassbender starred in A Dangerous Method[image: External link] by director David Cronenberg[image: External link], playing Swiss psychiatrist and psychologist Carl Jung[image: External link]. The film premiered at the 2011 Venice Film Festival.[35]

He also starred in Shame[image: External link], as a man in his thirties struggling with his sexual addiction[image: External link]. Shame reunited him with director Steve McQueen[image: External link] and premiered at the 2011 Venice Film Festival, where Fassbender won a Volpi Cup[image: External link] Best Actor Award for his portrayal of Brandon.[36] Fassbender was a serious contender for an Academy Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link], but he was not nominated, and according to various sources his full-frontal nudity[image: External link] and depiction of sexual encounters inspired voters "to fantasize, and not actually vote."[37][38] Fassbender achieved critical acclaim for his portrayal in Shame and received nominations for a Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Drama[image: External link] and a BAFTA Award for Best Actor in a Leading Role[image: External link]. Starring in the film raised Fassbender's profile leading to roles in larger films.

In 2012, he appeared as an MI6 agent in Haywire[image: External link], an action-thriller directed by Steven Soderbergh[image: External link],[29] and in Ridley Scott[image: External link]'s science fiction film Prometheus[image: External link]. Reviews praised both the film's visual aesthetic design and the acting, most notably Fassbender's performance as the android David 8[image: External link]. Fassbender played the title role in Ridley Scott's The Counselor[image: External link], a 2013 film based on the Cormac McCarthy[image: External link] script.[39][40] In 2013, he starred in 12 Years a Slave[image: External link], his third collaboration with Steve McQueen. Fassbender's portrayal of Edwin Epps earned him an Academy Award nomination for Best Supporting Actor. Fassbender reprised the role of Magneto in X-Men: Days of Future Past (released 23 May 2014), the sequel to X-Men: First Class.[41] Fassbender stars in the title role in Frank[image: External link] (released late summer 2014),[42] a comedy loosely inspired by Frank Sidebottom[image: External link], a comic persona created by English comedian Chris Sievey[image: External link].

Fassbender co-starred in Slow West[image: External link], a western starring Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] and Ben Mendelsohn[image: External link], in 2015. He played Silas, an enigmatic traveller.[43]

Fassbender played late Apple[image: External link] founder and CEO Steve Jobs[image: External link] in the Danny Boyle[image: External link]-directed film Steve Jobs[image: External link], which began filming in January 2015, in San Francisco, U.S., and premiered in September of that year. The film is an adaptation of Walter Isaacson[image: External link]'s book Steve Jobs[image: External link].[44] The screenplay was written by Aaron Sorkin[image: External link]. Fassbender became attached after Christian Bale[image: External link] dropped out of the project.[45] His performance saw him nominated for the Academy Award for Best Actor[image: External link].[46]

Fassbender took on the Shakespearean role of Macbeth[image: External link] in a film directed by Justin Kurzel[image: External link], where he teamed up with Academy Award winner Marion Cotillard[image: External link] as Lady Macbeth and David Thewlis[image: External link] as King Duncan[image: External link].[47] Filming for the production began in January 2014 and the film premiered at the 2015 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[48]

In 2016, Fassbender once again played Magneto in the film X-Men: Apocalypse.[49] He next starred in The Light Between Oceans[image: External link], based on the novel written by M. L. Stedman, and directed by Derek Cianfrance[image: External link]; the movie began filming in New Zealand in late September 2014, and was released on 2 September 2016.[50][51] Also in 2016, Fassbender starred in the thriller Trespass Against Us[image: External link], with fellow Irishman Brendan Gleeson[image: External link].[52] His final film of the year was the adaptation of video game Assassin's Creed[image: External link], which he co-produced through his DMC Film banner.[53] It was released on 21 December 2016. Macbeth helmer Justin Kurzel directed, and co-star Marion Cotillard[image: External link] had a leading role, working with Fassbender again.[54][55] In May 2017, Fassbender reprised his role as the android David, and played another character, in the sequel to Prometheus, Alien: Covenant[image: External link].[56] Principal photography for the film was completed in 2016.[57] In 2015, Fassbender was cast in The Snowman[image: External link], an adaptation of a Jo Nesbø[image: External link] book directed by Tomas Alfredson[image: External link] and co-starring Rebecca Ferguson[image: External link] and Charlotte Gainsbourg[image: External link]. Filming began in January 2016 and the film was released in October 2017.[58]
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Fassbender will be reprising his role as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto in the 2018 film X-Men: Dark Phoenix.[59]

Together with screenwriter Ronan Bennett[image: External link], Fassbender has formed a production company, Finn McCool Films. Fassbender and Bennett are currently developing a film about the Irish mythological[image: External link] hero Cú Chulainn[image: External link].[60]
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Fassbender lived in London[image: External link], England[image: External link] from 1996 to 2017.[61][62][63] He had lived in the same flat that he has owned in Hackney, London[image: External link] since he was in his late 20s.[64] Fassbender had lived in various areas of London, including West Norwood[image: External link], Streatham[image: External link], Clapham[image: External link], Tottenham[image: External link], Walthamstow[image: External link], Chalk Farm[image: External link], Holloway Road[image: External link], Camden Town[image: External link], Hackney[image: External link], Dalston[image: External link] and Homerton[image: External link].[21]

Fassbender is fluent in German[image: External link] and has expressed interest in performing in a German-language film or play.[65] He is a lapsed Catholic[image: External link], though he still goes to church to light candles.[18][66] He is a supporter of football club Liverpool F.C.[image: External link][67][68]

Although he prefers to keep his personal life private,[69] Fassbender stated in a 2012 interview in GQ that he was seeing actress Nicole Beharie[image: External link] “as much as possible,” after they worked together on the movie Shame[image: External link].[70] In December 2014, he began dating Swedish actress Alicia Vikander[image: External link], whom he met on the set of The Light Between Oceans[image: External link].[71][72] The two married in a private ceremony on 14 October 2017 in Ibiza[image: External link], Spain[image: External link].[73] As of 2017, they reside in Lisbon[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link].[74][75][76]
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Main article: Michael Fassbender filmography[image: External link]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Michael Fassbender[image: External link]
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Jennifer Lawrence






Jennifer Shrader Lawrence (born August 15, 1990) is an American actress. Her films have grossed over $5.5 billion worldwide, and she was the highest-paid actress in the world in 2015 and 2016. She appeared in Time's 100 most influential people in the world[image: External link] in 2013 and in the Forbes Celebrity 100[image: External link] in 2014 and 2016.

During her childhood, Lawrence performed in church plays and school musicals. At age 14, Lawrence was in New York City when a talent scout spotted her. She then moved to Los Angeles and began her acting career by playing guest roles in television shows. Her first major role came as a main cast member on the sitcom The Bill Engvall Show[image: External link] (2007–2009). Lawrence made her film debut in a supporting role in Garden Party[image: External link] (2008), and had her breakthrough playing a poverty-stricken teenager in the independent drama Winter's Bone[image: External link] (2010). She achieved wider recognition for starring as the mutant Mystique in X-Men: First Class (2011), a role she reprised in later installments of the series[image: External link].

Lawrence's fame continued to grow with her starring role as Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] in the Hunger Games film series[image: External link] (2012–2015), which established her as the highest-grossing action heroine[image: External link] of all time. She went on to earn various accolades[image: External link] for her collaborations with director David O. Russell[image: External link]. Her performance as a depressed and bipolar widow in the romance film Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link] (2012) earned her an Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], making her the second-youngest winner of the award[image: External link]. Lawrence subsequently won a BAFTA Award for Best Actress in a Supporting Role[image: External link] for playing a troubled wife in the black comedy American Hustle[image: External link] (2013). She also received Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] for her roles in both of these films and for her performance as Joy Mangano[image: External link] in the biopic Joy[image: External link] (2015).

Lawrence is known in the media as an advocate for feminism[image: External link] and gender equality. She is the founder of the Jennifer Lawrence Foundation, through which she supports various charitable organizations.



TOP[image: External link]
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 Early life




Jennifer Shrader Lawrence was born on August 15, 1990 in Indian Hills, Kentucky[image: External link], to Gary, a construction worker, and Karen ( née[image: External link] Koch), a summer camp[image: External link] manager.[1][2] She has two older brothers, Ben and Blaine,[2] and her mother brought her up to be "tough" like them. Karen did not allow her daughter to play with other girls in preschool as she deemed her "too rough" with them.[3] Lawrence was educated at the Kammerer Middle School[image: External link] in Louisville[image: External link].[3] She did not enjoy her childhood due to hyperactivity and social anxiety and considered herself a misfit among her peers.[2][4] Lawrence has said that her anxieties vanished when she performed on stage and acting gave her a sense of accomplishment.[4]

Lawrence's school activities included cheerleading, softball, field hockey and basketball, which she played on a boys' team that was coached by her father.[3] While growing up, she was fond of horseback riding and frequently visited a local horse farm.[5] She has an injured tailbone[image: External link] as a result of being thrown from a horse.[6] When her father worked from home, she performed for him, often dressing up as a clown or ballerina.[7] She had her first acting assignment at age nine when she played the role of a prostitute in a church play that was based on the Book of Jonah[image: External link]. For the next few years, she continued to take parts in church plays and school musicals.[3]

Lawrence was 14 and on a family vacation to New York City when she was spotted on the street by a talent scout who arranged for her to audition for talent agents.[8][9] Karen was not keen on allowing her daughter to pursue an acting career, but she briefly moved her family to the city to let her read for roles.[3] After Lawrence's first cold reading[image: External link], the agents said that hers was the best they had heard from someone that young; Lawrence's mother convinced her that they were lying.[9] Lawrence said her early experiences were difficult because she felt lonely and friendless.[3] She signed on with the CESD Talent Agency, who convinced her parents to let her audition for roles in Los Angeles. While her mother encouraged her to go into modelling instead, Lawrence insisted on pursuing acting.[10] At that time, she considered acting to be a natural fit for her abilities, and she turned down several offers for modelling assignments.[8] She dropped out of school when she was 14 without receiving a GED[image: External link] or a diploma. She has said that she was "self-educated" and that her career was her priority.[11] Between her acting jobs in the city, she made regular visits to Louisville, where she served as an assistant nurse at her mother's camp.[12]
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 Career
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 2006–2010: Career beginnings and breakthrough




Lawrence began her acting career with a minor role in the television film Company Town (2006). She followed it with guest roles in several television shows, including Monk[image: External link] (2006) and Medium[image: External link] (2007).[13] These parts led to her being cast as a series regular on the TBS[image: External link] sitcom The Bill Engvall Show[image: External link], in which she played Lauren[image: External link], the rebellious teenage daughter of a family living in suburban Louisville, Colorado[image: External link].[13] The series premiered in 2007 and ran for three seasons.[14] Tom Shales[image: External link] of The Washington Post[image: External link] considered her a scene stealer[image: External link] in her part, and David Hinckley of the New York Daily News[image: External link] wrote that she was successful in "deliver[ing] the perpetual exasperation of teenage girls".[15][16] Lawrence won a Young Artist Award[image: External link] for Outstanding Young Performer in a TV Series for the role in 2009.[17]

Lawrence made her film debut in the 2008 drama film Garden Party[image: External link], in which she played a troubled teenager named Tiff.[18] She then appeared in director Guillermo Arriaga[image: External link]'s feature film debut The Burning Plain[image: External link] (2008), a drama narrated in a hyperlink format[image: External link]. She was cast as the teenage daughter of Kim Basinger[image: External link]'s character who discovers her mother's extramarital affair—a role she shared with Charlize Theron[image: External link]; both actresses portrayed the role at different stages of the character's life. Mark Feeney for The Boston Globe[image: External link] thought of Lawrence's performance as "a thankless task", but Derek Elley from Variety praised her as the production's prime asset, writing that she "plumbs fresher depths" into the film.[19][20] Her performance earned her the Premio Marcello Mastroianni[image: External link] award for Best Emerging Actress at the Venice Film Festival[image: External link].[21] Also that year, she appeared in the music video for the song "The Mess I Made" by Parachute[image: External link].[22] The following year, she starred in Lori Petty[image: External link]'s drama The Poker House[image: External link] as the oldest of three sisters living with a drug-abusing mother.[23][24] Stephen Farber of The Hollywood Reporter thought that Lawrence "has a touching poise on camera that conveys the resilience of children", and her role in The Poker House won an Outstanding Performance award from the Los Angeles Film Festival[image: External link].[25][26]

Lawrence's breakthrough role[image: External link] came in the small-scale drama Winter's Bone[image: External link] (2010), based on Daniel Woodrell[image: External link]'s novel of the same name. In Debra Granik[image: External link]'s independent feature, she portrayed Ree Dolly, a poverty-stricken teenager in the Ozark Mountains[image: External link] who cares for her mentally ill mother and younger siblings while searching for her missing father. Lawrence traveled to the Ozarks a week before filming began to live with the family on whom the story was based, and in preparation, she learned to fight, skin squirrels, and chop wood.[27][28] David Denby[image: External link] of The New Yorker[image: External link] said the film "would be unimaginable with anyone less charismatic",[29] and Peter Travers[image: External link] of Rolling Stone[image: External link] wrote that "her performance is more than acting, it's a gathering storm. Lawrence's eyes are a roadmap to what's tearing Ree apart."[30] The production won the Grand Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link].[31] The actress was awarded the National Board of Review Award for Breakthrough Performance[image: External link], and with her first nomination for the Academy Award for Best Actress[image: External link], she became the second youngest person[image: External link] to be nominated in the category.[32]
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 2011–2013: Film series and awards success




In 2011, Lawrence took on a supporting role in Like Crazy[image: External link], a romantic drama about long-distance relationships, starring Anton Yelchin[image: External link] and Felicity Jones[image: External link].[33] Kenneth Turan[image: External link] of the Los Angeles Times considered the film to be an "intensely wrought and immensely satisfying love story" and credited all three performers for "making their [characters'] yearning palpable".[34] She then appeared in Jodie Foster[image: External link]'s black comedy The Beaver[image: External link] alongside Foster and Mel Gibson[image: External link]. Filmed in 2009, the production was delayed due to controversy concerning Gibson, and earned less than half of its $21 million budget.[35][36]

After her dramatic role in Winter's Bone, Lawrence looked for something less serious, and found it with her first high-profile release—Matthew Vaughn[image: External link]'s superhero film X-Men: First Class (2011)—a prequel to the X-Men film series[image: External link].[37] She portrayed the shapeshifting[image: External link] mutant Mystique, a role played by Rebecca Romijn[image: External link] in the earlier films.[38] Vaughn cast Lawrence, as he thought that she would be able to portray the weakness and strength involved in the character's transformation.[39] Lawrence lost weight for the part, and for Mystique's blue form had to undergo an eight-hour makeup[image: External link], as Romijn had done on the other films.[40] She was intimidated in the role as she admired Romijn.[41] Writing for USA Today[image: External link], Claudia Puig considered the film to be a "classy re-boot" of the film series, and believed that her "high-spirited performance" empowered the film.[42] With a worldwide gross of $350 million, X-Men: First Class became Lawrence's most widely seen film to that point.[43]

In 2012 she played Katniss Everdeen[image: External link] in The Hunger Games[image: External link], an adaptation of the first book in author Suzanne Collins[image: External link]' Hunger Games trilogy[image: External link]. Set in a post-apocalyptic[image: External link] future, the series tells the story of the teenage heroine Everdeen as she joins rebel forces against a totalitarian government after winning a brutal televised annual event. Despite being an admirer of the books, Lawrence was initially hesitant to accept the part, because of the grand scale of the film. She agreed to the project after her mother convinced her to take the part.[44] She practiced yoga, archery, rock and tree climbing, and hand-to-hand combat techniques for the role.[3][45][46] While training for the part, she injured herself running into a wall.[47] The film received generally positive reviews, and Lawrence's portrayal of Everdeen was particularly praised.[48] Todd McCarthy[image: External link] of The Hollywood Reporter called her an "ideal screen actress", adding that she embodies the Everdeen of the novel, and believed that she anchored the film "with impressive gravity and presence".[49] Roger Ebert[image: External link] agreed that she was "strong and convincing in the central role".[50] With worldwide revenues of over $690 million,[43] The Hunger Games became a top-grossing film featuring a female lead,[51] making Lawrence the highest-grossing action heroine[image: External link] of all time.[52] The success of the film established her as a star.[53]

Later in 2012, Lawrence played a young depressed widow named Tiffany Maxwell in David O. Russell[image: External link]'s romance movie Silver Linings Playbook[image: External link]. The film was an adaptation of the Matthew Quick[image: External link]'s novel of the same name[image: External link]. It follows her character finding companionship with Pat Solitano Jr. (played by Bradley Cooper[image: External link]), a man with bipolar disorder[image: External link].[54][55] The actress was drawn to her character's complex personality: "She didn't really fit any basic kind of character profile. Somebody who is very forceful and bullheaded is normally very insecure, but she isn't".[56] While Russell initially considered Lawrence to be too young for the part, she convinced him to hire her via a Skype[image: External link] audition.[44] The actress found herself challenged by Russell's spontaneity as a director, and described working on the project as the "best experience of my life".[44] Richard Corliss[image: External link] of Time wrote: "Just 21 when the movie was shot, Lawrence is that rare young actress who plays, who is, grown-up. Sullen and sultry, she lends a mature intelligence to any role."[57] Peter Travers believed that Lawrence "is some kind of miracle. She's rude, dirty, funny, foulmouthed, sloppy, sexy, vibrant, and vulnerable, sometimes all in the same scene, even in the same breath."[58] She won the Golden Globe[image: External link] and Academy Award for Best Actress for her performance in the film, becoming—at age 22—the second youngest Best Actress Oscar winner.[59] Her final release of the year was alongside Max Thieriot[image: External link] and Elisabeth Shue[image: External link] in Mark Tonderai[image: External link]'s critically panned thriller House at the End of the Street[image: External link].[60]

In January 2013, Lawrence hosted an episode of Saturday Night Live[image: External link], with musical guest The Lumineers[image: External link].[61] The Devil You Know, a small-scale production that Lawrence had filmed for in 2005, was her first release of 2013.[62] She then reprised the role of Everdeen in The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link], the second installment in the Hunger Games film series[image: External link].[63] While performing the film's underwater stunts, she suffered from an ear infection that resulted in a brief loss of hearing.[47] With box office earnings of $865 million, the film remains her highest-grossing release.[43] Stephanie Zacharek of The Village Voice[image: External link] believed that Lawrence's portrayal of Everdeen made her an ideal role model[image: External link], and wrote that "there's no sanctimony or pretense of false modesty in the way Lawrence plays her".[64] She took on a supporting role in Russell's ensemble crime drama American Hustle[image: External link] (2013) as Rosalyn Rosenfeld, the neurotic wife of con man Irving Rosenfeld (portrayed by Christian Bale[image: External link]). Inspired by the Federal Bureau of Investigation[image: External link]'s Abscam[image: External link] sting operation, the film is set against the backdrop of political corruption in 1970s New Jersey.[65][66] Lawrence did little research for the part, and based her performance on knowledge of the era from the films and television shows she had seen.[53] Geoffrey Macnab of The Independent[image: External link] praised her as "funny and acerbic", especially for an improvised scene in which she aggressively kisses her husband's mistress (played by Amy Adams[image: External link]) on the lips.[65] Lawrence's performance won her the Golden Globe[image: External link] and BAFTA Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actress, in addition to a third Academy Award[image: External link] nomination, her first in the supporting category.[67]
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 2014–present: Established actress




Lawrence played Serena Pemberton in Susanne Bier[image: External link]'s depression-era drama Serena[image: External link] (2014), based on the novel of the same name[image: External link] by Ron Rash[image: External link]. In the film, she and her husband George (portrayed by Bradley Cooper) are a married couple who become involved in criminal activities after realizing that they cannot bear children.[68] The project was filmed in 2012, and was released in 2014 to poor reviews.[69][70] Lawrence then reprised the role of Mystique in X-Men: Days of Future Past, which served as a sequel to both X-Men: The Last Stand (2006) and X-Men: First Class (2011). The film received positive reviews and grossed $748.1 million worldwide, becoming the highest-grossing film in the X-Men series to that point.[71][72] Justin Chang of Variety praised her look in the film but thought that she had little to do but "glower, snarl and let the f/x[image: External link] artists do their thing".[73] Lawrence's next two releases were in the final parts of The Hunger Games film series, Mockingjay – Part 1[image: External link] (2014) and Part 2[image: External link] (2015).[74] For the musical score of the former film, she sang the song "The Hanging Tree[image: External link]",[75] which charted on multiple international singles charts[image: External link].[76] In a review of the final film in the series, Manohla Dargis[image: External link] of The New York Times[image: External link] drew similarities between her rise to stardom and Everdeen's journey as a rebel leader, writing: "Lawrence now inhabits the role as effortlessly as breathing, partly because, like all great stars, she seems to be playing a version of her 'real' self".[77] Both films earned more than $650 million worldwide.[43]

Lawrence worked with Russell for the third time in the biopic Joy[image: External link] (2015), in which she plays the eponymous character[image: External link], a troubled single mother who becomes a successful businessperson after inventing the Miracle Mop.[78] During production in Boston, the press reported on a disagreement between Russell and Lawrence that resulted in a "screaming match". She said that her friendship with Russell made it easier for them to disagree, because people fight when they really love each other.[79] The film was not as well received as their previous collaborations, but her performance was praised.[80] Richard Roeper called it "a wonderfully layered performance that carries the film through its rough spots and sometime dubious detours" that was her best since Winter's Bone.[81] She won a third Golden Globe Award[image: External link], and was nominated for another Academy Award for Best Actress, becoming the youngest person to accrue four Oscar nominations.[82] Lawrence began 2016 by providing the narration for A Beautiful Planet[image: External link], a documentary film that explores Earth from the International Space Station[image: External link].[83] She played Mystique for the third time in X-Men: Apocalypse (2016). The film received mixed reviews, with a consensus that it was overfilled with action that detracted from the story's themes and cast's performances.[84] Helen O'Hara from Empire considered the film to be a letdown from the previous installments of the series, and criticized the actress for making her character too grim.[85] Despite this, Lawrence was rewarded with Favorite Movie Actress at the 43rd People's Choice Awards.[86]

Lawrence was paid $20 million for playing Aurora Lane in the science fiction film Passengers[image: External link] (2016), and she received top-billing over co-star Chris Pratt[image: External link].[87][88] It features Pratt and her as two people who wake up 90 years too soon from an induced hibernation[image: External link] on a spaceship bound for a new planet. Lawrence says that she felt nervous performing her first sex scene and kissing a married man (Pratt) on screen; she drank alcohol to prepare herself for filming.[89] Critical reaction was negative, with a consensus that the film had a "fatally flawed story", though the chemistry between Lawrence and Pratt was praised.[90] Responding to the criticism of the film, Lawrence said, "I thought the script was beautiful—it was this tainted, complicated love story. It definitely wasn't a failure".[91] Darren Aronofsky[image: External link]'s psychological horror film Mother![image: External link] was Lawrence's sole release of 2017. She starred as a young woman married to a much-older man (played by Javier Bardem[image: External link]), who experiences trauma when her home is invaded by unexpected guests. Lawrence spent three months rehearsing the film in a warehouse in Brooklyn, despite her reluctance to rehearsals in her previous assignments.[92] The intense role proved difficult for her to film; she was put on supplemental oxygen when she hyperventilated one day, and she also dislocated a rib.[92] Mother! polarized viewers and prompted mass walkouts.[93] The film was better received by critics;[94] Walter Addiego of the San Francisco Chronicle labelled it "assaultive" and a "deliberate test of audience endurance", and credited Lawrence for "never allow[ing] herself to be reduced simply to a howling victim".[95]

By 2017, Lawrence's films had grossed over $5.6 billion worldwide.[96] She guest hosted an episode of Jimmy Kimmel Live![image: External link] in October.[97] The following year, she starred as Dominika Egorova, a Russian spy who makes contact with a mysterious CIA agent (played by Joel Edgerton[image: External link]), in Francis Lawrence's espionage thriller Red Sparrow[image: External link], based on Jason Matthews' novel of the same name[image: External link].[98] She learnt to speak in a Russian accent and undertook ballet[image: External link] training for four months.[99] Lawrence was challenged by the sexuality in her role, but has said that performing the nude scenes made her feel empowered.[100] Red Sparrow received mixed reviews, though her performance was praised.[101] IndieWire[image: External link]'s Eric Kohn disliked the film's denouement but praised the performances of Lawrence and Charlotte Rampling[image: External link], stating that "the considerable talent on display is [the film's] constant saving grace".[102] Alonso Duralde[image: External link] of TheWrap[image: External link] criticized the derivative story and the lack of chemistry between Lawrence and Edgerton.[103]
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 Upcoming projects




Lawrence has committed to star in her fourth X-Men film, subtitled Dark Phoenix, which is scheduled for release in November 2018.[104] She and Amy Schumer[image: External link] have written a screenplay for a film in which they will star.[105] The actress will star in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s film adaptation of photojournalist Lynsey Addario[image: External link]'s memoir It's What I Do: A Photographer's Life of Love and War,[106] and will feature as Elizabeth Holmes[image: External link], founder of the Theranos[image: External link] blood testing company, in Adam McKay[image: External link]'s film Bad Blood.[107] Lawrence will also produce a film adaptation of Hannah Kent's novel Burial Rites[image: External link] and star as Agnes Magnúsdóttir, the last woman to be executed for murder in Iceland.[108]
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 Personal life and off-screen work




While filming X-Men: First Class in 2010, Lawrence began a romantic relationship with her co-star Nicholas Hoult. The couple broke up around the time they wrapped X-Men: Days of Future Past in 2014.[109][110] Also that year, she was one of the victims of the iCloud leaks of celebrity photos[image: External link] when nude pictures of her were leaked online.[111] Lawrence emphasized that the images were never meant to go public; she called the leak a "sex crime" and a "sexual violation". She added that viewers of the images should be ashamed of their part in a sexual offense.[112] The actress later stated that her pictures were intended for Hoult, and that unlike other victims of the hack, she did not plan to sue Apple[image: External link].[109] As of 2014, Lawrence lives in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link].[113] From September 2016 to October 2017, she was in a relationship with mother!'s director, Darren Aronofsky[image: External link].[114][115][116]

Lawrence is a supporter of Planned Parenthood[image: External link],[117] and she participated in a June 2017 video against the defunding of the organization.[118] She spoke out against the November 2015 shooting at a Colorado Springs Planned Parenthood clinic.[117] She is a feminist[image: External link], a concept she argues should not intimidate people "because it just means equality".[119] Lawrence promotes body positivity[image: External link] among women.[120] In 2015, she wrote an essay for the Lenny Letter[image: External link] in which she criticized the gender pay gap[image: External link] in Hollywood. She wrote about her own experiences in the industry, such as the lesser salary she received for her work in American Hustle compared to her male co-stars.[121] In a 2015 interview with Vogue[image: External link], Lawrence criticized Kentucky county clerk Kim Davis[image: External link] for her opposition to same-sex marriage[image: External link].[79] Lawrence was "raised a Republican[image: External link]", but has subsequently criticized the party's stance on women's rights.[79] She has strongly opposed Donald Trump[image: External link]'s presidency, stating in 2015 that his election would "be the end of the world".[122] Lawrence participated in the 2018 Women's March[image: External link] in Los Angeles to affirm her commitment to women's rights.[123]

Lawrence became a member of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] in 2011.[124] She has lent her support to several charitable organizations, such as the World Food Programme[image: External link], Feeding America[image: External link], and the Thirst Project[image: External link].[125] Along with Josh Hutcherson[image: External link] and Liam Hemsworth[image: External link], her co-stars of The Hunger Games (2012), Lawrence partnered with the United Nations[image: External link] to publicize poverty and hunger.[126] She organized an early screening of The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (2013) to benefit Saint Mary's Center, a disabilities organization in Louisville, and raised more than $40,000 for the cause.[127] She partnered with the charity broadcast network Chideo to raise funds for the 2015 Special Olympics World Summer Games[image: External link] by screening her film Serena (2014).[128] She also collaborated with Omaze[image: External link] to host a fundraising contest for the games as part of the premiere of The Hunger Games: Mockingjay – Part 1 (2014).[129]

In 2015, Lawrence teamed with Hutcherson and Hemsworth for Prank It FWD, a charitable initiative to raise money for the non-profit organization Do Something[image: External link].[130] That year, she also launched the Jennifer Lawrence Foundation, which supports charities such as the Boys & Girls Clubs of America[image: External link] and the Special Olympics[image: External link].[131] In 2016, she donated $2 million to the Kosair Children's Hospital[image: External link] in Louisville to set up a cardiac intensive care unit named after her foundation.[132] Lawrence is a board member of Represent.Us[image: External link], a nonprofit seeking to pass anti-corruption laws in the United States.[133] In 2017, Lawrence joined an Omaze[image: External link] fundraising campaign, through which a winner will be chosen to go wine tasting with her.[134] The following year, she collaborated with 300 women in Hollywood to set up the Time's Up[image: External link] initiative to protect women from harassment and discrimination.[135] Also that year, Lawrence announced her commitment to get young Americans politically engaged and to advocate for anti-corruption laws.[136]
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 In the media




In 2012, the review website IndieWire described Lawrence's personality as "down-to-earth, self-deprecating, [and] unaffected".[137] She is frequently referred to as "America's Sweetheart" in the media.[138] An IGN[image: External link] writer considers her to be a "sharp", "funny" and "quirky" actress who likes to "stay grounded" despite considerable success.[125] Lawrence says that she finds acting "stupid" and does not believe in being "cocky" about her success.[139]

In 2012, Rolling Stone called her "the most talented young actress in America."[3] Her Hunger Games co-star Donald Sutherland[image: External link] has favorably compared her craft to that of Laurence Olivier[image: External link] and considers her an "exquisite and brilliant actor".[140] David O. Russell (who directed her in Silver Linings Playbook, American Hustle and Joy) has praised her effortless acting that makes her performances look easy.[141] During her career, Lawrence has played roles in both high-profile, mainstream productions and low-budget independent films, and has appeared in a range of film genres.[125] She did not study acting and has not been involved in professional theater.[9] She instead bases her acting approach on her observations of people around her.[142]

As her career has developed, Lawrence has become one of the best paid actresses; The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] reported in 2014 that she was earning $10 million a film.[143] In 2013, Time magazine named her one of the most 100 influential people in the world[image: External link],[144] Elle[image: External link] labeled her the most powerful woman in the entertainment business,[145] and Forbes ranked her as the 50th most powerful actress.[146] In 2014, Forbes named her the second-highest-paid actress in the world with earnings of $34 million,[147] and cited her as the most powerful actress, ranking at number 12 in the magazine's Celebrity 100[image: External link] list; she appeared in the list again in 2016.[148][149] In 2015, Lawrence was named "Entertainer of the Year" by Entertainment Weekly—a title she also won in 2012[150][151]—and was recognized as the highest-grossing action heroine in Guinness World Records[image: External link] for starring in the Hunger Games series.[152] In 2015 and 2016, Forbes reported that she had emerged as the world's highest-paid actress with annual earnings of $52 million and $46 million, respectively.[153] The magazine ranked her as the world's third highest-paid actress in 2017, with earnings of $24 million.[154]

Lawrence appeared in Victoria's Secret[image: External link]'s listing of the "Sexiest Up-and-Coming Bombshell" in 2011,[155] People[image: External link]'s Most Beautiful People in 2011 and 2013,[156] Maxim[image: External link]'s Hot 100 from 2011 to 2014,[157] and topped FHM[image: External link]'s sexiest women in the world[image: External link] list in 2014.[158] From 2013 to 2015, she was featured in Glamour[image: External link]'s annual listing of the best dressed women, topping the list in 2014.[159]
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Main article: List of awards and nominations received by Jennifer Lawrence[image: External link]


Lawrence won an Academy Award for Best Actress for her performance in Silver Linings Playbook (2012). She has won three Golden Globe Awards[image: External link]; Best Actress – Comedy or Musical for Silver Linings Playbook (2012) and Joy (2015), and Best Supporting Actress for American Hustle (2013). She also won a BAFTA Award[image: External link] for Best Actress in a Supporting Role for American Hustle.[59][67][82] Her other accolades include seven MTV Movie Awards[image: External link] (five for The Hunger Games series, two for Silver Linings Playbook),[162] six People's Choice Awards[image: External link] (three for The Hunger Games, three for the X-Men series),[163][86] a Satellite Award[image: External link] for Silver Linings Playbook,[164] and a Saturn Award[image: External link] for The Hunger Games.[165]
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Oscar Isaac






This name uses Spanish naming customs[image: External link]: the first or paternal family name[image: External link] is Hernández and the second or maternal family name is Estrada.

Oscar Isaac (born Óscar Isaac Hernández Estrada; March 9, 1979)[4][5][6] is a Guatemalan-American[image: External link] actor and musician. He has played lead film roles in the comedy-drama Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link] (2013), for which he received a Golden Globe Award[image: External link] nomination, the crime drama A Most Violent Year[image: External link] (2014), and the science fiction thriller Ex Machina[image: External link] (2015), in which he played Nathan Hamlet Bateman. In 2006, he portrayed Saint Joseph[image: External link], husband of Mary[image: External link], in The Nativity Story[image: External link]. He also portrayed José Ramos-Horta[image: External link], former president of East Timor, in the Australian film Balibo[image: External link] for which he won the AACTA Award for Best Actor in a Supporting Role[image: External link].

He appeared in Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] (2015), and in Star Wars: The Last Jedi[image: External link] (2017), as X-wing[image: External link] pilot Poe Dameron[image: External link], and in X-Men: Apocalypse (2016), as the titular mutant supervillain Apocalypse. He also headlined the HBO[image: External link] miniseries Show Me a Hero[image: External link], as politician Nick Wasicsko[image: External link] in 2015, which earned him the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link]. In 2016, Time named Isaac one of the 100 most influential people in the world on the annual Time 100[image: External link] list.[7] In 2017 Isaac was described as the "best dang actor of his generation" by Vanity Fair[image: External link].[8]



TOP[image: External link]
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Óscar Isaac Hernández Estrada was born in Guatemala[image: External link] to a Guatemalan mother, María Eugenia Estrada, and a Cuban[image: External link] pulmonologist[image: External link] father, Óscar Gonzalo Hernández-Cano.[9][10][11] Isaac's family settled in the U.S. when he was five months old, and he was raised in Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link].[12][13][14] He has described his evangelical[image: External link] Protestant upbringing as "very Christian".

Isaac liked to cause trouble at his private grade school, Westminster Christian, when growing up. “I set off a fire extinguisher in the gym, defaced a mural, just stupid stuff,” he said in an interview.[15] He liked to make kids laugh. At one point, his teacher had to screen off his desk from the rest of the class with a piece of cardboard. Eventually, he was expelled.[16]

Isaac's entry into professional acting began at the Area Stage Company, Miami Beach, when Artistic Director John Rodaz cast him in a play.[17] He also acted in Miami-based City Theatre's Summer Shorts short play festival in 2000–2001. While in Miami, he played lead guitar and sang vocals for a ska-punk band The Blinking Underdogs.[18] Other band members included Nick Speck (bass), Bill Sommer (drums), Alan Mills (trombone), Keith Cooper (saxophone), and Matt LaPlant (guitar).[19] The band enjoyed some success, opening for Green Day[image: External link][20] and The Mighty Mighty Bosstones[image: External link][19]. Isaac spent his musical years living a "straight edge[image: External link]" lifestyle.[21][22][23] Isaac put his music to the side after being accepted to the famed Juilliard School's acting program. While a student there, he worked on one of his first films, All About the Benjamins (2002).

Isaac graduated from the Juilliard School[image: External link] in New York City, where he was part of the Drama Division's Group 34 (2001–2005).[24]
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Isaac made his acting debut in the 1998 crime drama Illtown[image: External link], credited as "Pool Boy".[25] Next, he appeared briefly in 2002's All About the Benjamins[image: External link] and made an appearance on the television series Law & Order: Criminal Intent[image: External link] four years later.[26][27] Isaac garnered recognition in his first major film role in 2006 as Joseph[image: External link] in the biblical epic The Nativity Story[image: External link], opposite Keisha Castle-Hughes[image: External link].[28] He appeared as Romeo in the Public Theater[image: External link]'s Shakespeare in the Park[image: External link] performances of Romeo and Juliet[image: External link] and as Proteus in Two Gentlemen of Verona[image: External link].[29]

Isaac was awarded the Australian Film Institute Award[image: External link] for Best Supporting Actor of 2009, for his role as José Ramos-Horta[image: External link] in Balibo[image: External link] (2009).[30] He had a small role in Guerrilla, Part Two of the Che Guevara[image: External link] biopic[image: External link] Che[image: External link] (2008).[31] Isaac played King John[image: External link] in the 2010 historical film Robin Hood[image: External link].[32] He portrayed a security guard in the Madonna-directed film W.E.[image: External link] and starred in the crime drama[image: External link] Drive[image: External link], both of which were released in September 2011.[31] He had a role in 10 Years[image: External link], in which he played a musician. He performed his own song "Never Had" in the film. "Never Had" and "You Ain't Goin Nowhere" were included in the movie's soundtrack.[33]

In 2013, Isaac starred in the dramatic comedy film Inside Llewyn Davis[image: External link], written and directed by the Coen brothers[image: External link], where he played a talented yet unsuccessful folk singer in Greenwich Village[image: External link] in 1961.[34] The film won the Grand Prix[image: External link] at the 2013 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link].[35] For the role of Llewyn, Isaac was nominated for the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Motion Picture Musical or Comedy[image: External link] at the 2014 Golden Globes[image: External link].[36]

He co-starred with Jessica Chastain[image: External link] in J. C. Chandor[image: External link]'s film A Most Violent Year[image: External link] (2014), replacing actor Javier Bardem[image: External link].[37] In 2015, Isaac portrayed Nathan Hamlet Bateman in the science fiction film Ex Machina[image: External link] and starred in the 6-episode HBO[image: External link] miniseries Show Me a Hero[image: External link], receiving universal critical acclaim and winning the Golden Globe Award for Best Actor – Miniseries or Television Film[image: External link] for his performance as politician Nick Wasicsko[image: External link].[38][39][40]

Isaac co-starred in the epic space opera film Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link], released on December 18, 2015.[41] playing Poe Dameron[image: External link], an X-wing[image: External link] pilot. He reprised the role in Star Wars: The Last Jedi[image: External link], released on December 15, 2017.[42] He is set to reprise his role for the last time in Star Wars: Episode IX, the last film in the sequel trilogy.[43]

Isaac played X-Men villain Apocalypse in the film X-Men: Apocalypse, which was released on May 27, 2016.[44] Also that year, he played the lead role in the historical drama The Promise[image: External link], with co-star Christian Bale[image: External link], in a story about the Armenian Genocide[image: External link].[45]

In 2016, he was the narrator for the Nike[image: External link] ad "Unlimited You" created by Wieden+Kennedy[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In November 2016, the first episode of the podcast series Homecoming[image: External link] was released. It is a psychological thriller from Gimlet Media[image: External link], starring Catherine Keener[image: External link], Oscar Isaac, and David Schwimmer[image: External link].[46] Homecoming is a six-episode thriller that centers around a mystery involving a caseworker (voiced by Oscar nominee Catherine Keener), her supervisor (voiced by David Schwimmer), and a soldier trying to rejoin civilian life (voiced by Oscar Isaac). It has a script from Eli Horowitz (The Silent History) and Micah Bloomberg (Creative Control[image: External link]) and sound design from Serial's Mark Phillips.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In July 2017, Isaac starred as Prince Hamlet[image: External link] in The Public Theater[image: External link] production of Hamlet[image: External link] alongside Keegan-Michael Key[image: External link], Ritchie Coster[image: External link], Gayle Rankin[image: External link], Roberta Colindrez[image: External link], and Anatol Yusef[image: External link].[47] The production, directed by Sam Gold, ran until September 2017.[48] His performance received acclaim from critics and audiences alike.[8] Also that year, Isaac appeared in the black comedy Suburbicon[image: External link], directed by George Clooney[image: External link] and written by the Coen Brothers.[49] It was his second role in a Coens-written film, after Inside Llewyn Davis.

On March 30, 2016, It was announced that Isaac would join Natalie Portman[image: External link] in the movie adaptation[image: External link] of the novel Annihilation[image: External link] where he will be playing her husband.[50] It is directed by Alex Garland[image: External link], making it Isaac's second collaboration with the director after Ex Machina.
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Isaac currently[ when?[image: External link]] resides in Williamsburg, Brooklyn[image: External link]. He has been dubbed a sex symbol,[51][52] and "the internet's boyfriend" by multiple media outlets, most notably Rolling Stone[image: External link] magazine; of the label, Isaac stated that, "[The Internet] never struck me as being into monogamous relationships. It's very promiscuous, the Internet."[12] Isaac married Danish film director Elvira Lind in February 2017.[53] In March 2017, it was revealed they were expecting their first child. Their son, Eugene,[54] was born in late April 2017.[55]

Isaac is an accomplished guitar player and singer, and has been playing since he was 12. Speaking to Interview[image: External link] magazine, he stated, "I don't know if they were all functioning, but I did play in a bunch of bands. I was sort of a musical whore, so I played in industrial bands, hardcore bands, punk—ska bands—all sorts of bands." Isaac also said that he "played guitar and bass. I didn't do much vocals, although I did have one band where I was the lead singer. But that was when I was in college."[56]
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Nicholas Hoult






"Nicholas Holt" redirects here. For the football coach, see Nick Holt[image: External link].

Nicholas Caradoc Hoult (born 7 December 1989) is an English actor. Born in Wokingham, Berkshire[image: External link], he was drawn to acting from a young age. Although Hoult initially wanted to study English[image: External link], he pursued a career in acting and attended Sylvia Young Theatre School[image: External link]. Having made his screen debut at the age of seven in the 1996 film Intimate Relations[image: External link], he appeared in such television shows as Magic Grandad[image: External link] and Waking the Dead[image: External link]. Hoult had his breakthrough playing Marcus Brewer in the 2002 comedy drama About a Boy[image: External link], for which he was nominated for the Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Young Performer[image: External link].

Hoult received wider recognition for his portrayal of Tony Stonem[image: External link] in the E4[image: External link] teen drama series Skins[image: External link]. Although he was dismissive of his character on the show, his performance garnered him praise and a nomination for Golden Nymph Award[image: External link]. His transition to adult roles with the 2009 drama A Single Man[image: External link] and the 2010 fantasy adventure film Clash of the Titans[image: External link] was well received; the former earned him a BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link] nomination. Hoult was then cast as the mutant Beast in Matthew Vaughn[image: External link]'s 2011 superhero film X-Men: First Class, a role he reprised in later installments of the series[image: External link]; his second production in the franchise, the $747 million-grossing X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014), marked his biggest commercial success.

Hoult's continued association with big-budget productions yielded varying results as seen with the 2013 box office bomb[image: External link] Jack the Giant Slayer and the 2015 blockbuster Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link]. While he became known for his supporting work, Hoult later turned to starring roles mostly in independent films[image: External link], including three of his 2017 releases, the romantic drama Newness[image: External link] and the biographical films Rebel in the Rye[image: External link] and The Current War[image: External link] where he played J. D. Salinger[image: External link] and Nikola Tesla[image: External link] respectively. He voiced Elliot in Lionhead Studios[image: External link]' 2010 action role-playing game[image: External link] Fable III[image: External link]. Hoult is also a philanthropist[image: External link] who supports numerous charitable organisations.



TOP[image: External link]
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 Early life




Nicholas Caradoc Hoult was born in Wokingham, Berkshire[image: External link], on 7 January 1989 to Glenis (née Brown), a piano teacher, and Roger Hoult, a retired British Airways[image: External link] pilot. Nicholas' great-aunt was Dame[image: External link] Anna Neagle[image: External link], a stage and film actress from the 1930s and 1940s. He has three siblings; an elder brother James, who is a United States-based biology student and two sisters Rosanna and Clarista, who are both television actresses.[1][2] Hoult spent most of his childhood in the family's private residence in Sindlesham[image: External link], an estate village in the borough[image: External link] of Wokingham.[3] His older siblings showed interest in acting and dancing from an early age, taking classes and attending auditions. He later began accompanying them as he found it interesting as well. He discussed his childhood and the relationship with his siblings in a 2011 interview with The Guardian[image: External link]: "[we were] pretty outdoorsy normal kids running around in the garden and making tree houses [...] it was very normal".[4]

Hoult grew up with his mother and sisters as his brother and father were mostly away for education and work respectively. He said that being raised by women might have helped him "steer clear of some pitfalls that guys who didn't grow up with women would fall into".[5] He practised ballet along with his sisters and was involved in productions of Swan Lake[image: External link] and The Nutcracker[image: External link] with the national ballet.[6] He studied at The Coombes Nursery in Arborfield, Berkshire[image: External link] and the Arborfield Church of England Junior School during his early childhood.[7] Although Hoult initially wanted to attain advanced level certificates[image: External link] in English, Biology[image: External link], and Psychology[image: External link], he went on to attend acting school at Sylvia Young Theatre[image: External link] and later the church school at Ranelagh[image: External link].[4][8] Hoult played trombone[image: External link] as a child and was also part of the local choir[image: External link].[1] In a January 2013 episode of the twelfth series[image: External link] of The Graham Norton Show[image: External link], he revealed that his middle name is Caradoc (pronounced /ka.rɑː'dɔk/), which is Welsh[image: External link] and translates to "The Beloved One".[9]
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 Career
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 Early career (1996–2005)




Hoult's acting potential was discovered by the director of a play that starred the former's brother. The director was particularly impressed by the three year Hoult's ability to "concentrate well". He offered him his first acting job in his next theatre production The Caucasian Chalk Circle.[8] Hoult subsequently started attending auditions and was eventually cast in his first feature film[image: External link] role at the age of five in the 1996 drama Intimate Relations[image: External link]. He later variously appeared in television shows such as Casualty[image: External link], Silent Witness[image: External link], The Bill[image: External link] and Doctors[image: External link], among others. Hoult initially treated acting as a hobby rather than a potential career option and recalled, in a March 2009 interview with The Daily Telegraph[image: External link], that he was not "in love with it"; he said, "I just enjoyed it. It was like playing for a football team. When you got a part it was great. And meeting new people. It was an exciting new world."[8]

Hoult's next feature film appearance came at the age of eleven, when he starred, alongside Hugh Grant[image: External link], in Chris[image: External link] and Paul Weitz[image: External link]'s 2002 comedy-drama film[image: External link] About a Boy[image: External link].[10] Hoult was initially reluctant to audition for the role as it was a long drawn process and interfered with his schooling. Regardless, he decided to participate in the early rounds of auditions and was eventually cast in the role of Marcus, a "woolly-hatted, oddball son of a suicidal, hippy-ish single mother, he gets bullied horribly at school".[11] About a Boy became a commercial success grossing over $130 million worldwide and was unanimously praised by film critics.[10][12] Hoult's portrayal of a lonely schoolboy was well received by commentators; David Thomas, writing for The Daily Telegraph, attributed the film's appeal and success to Hoult's performance.[11] By the time the film was released Hoult had quit his junior school in Arborfield[image: External link], Berkshire, for the performing arts[image: External link] school Sylvia Young Theatre School[image: External link], London, a transition that he described as tough. Aged 14, he quit the Sylvia Young Theatre School as students at the institute had to sign with its agency and he still did not want to pursue acting as a profession, and preferred to attend a regular school, which he did at Ranelagh[image: External link].[8]

Hoult starred as Ralph Compton, a young boy who is forced to deal with the disintegration of his family in Wah-Wah[image: External link], the 2005 semi-autobiographical directorial debut of British actor Richard E Grant[image: External link]. The film, set in Swaziland[image: External link] during the 1960s, chronicles the end of the British Empire in Africa[image: External link].[13] Hoult next made his debut in Hollywood[image: External link] with the Nicolas Cage starrer The Weather Man[image: External link], which released in the same year. Directed by Gore Verbinski[image: External link], the production featured Cage as a weatherman[image: External link] in the midst of a mid-life crisis[image: External link] and Hoult as his son. The film and Hoult's performance went unnoticed.[14][15] Both Wah-Wah and The Weather Man performed poorly at the box office.[16][17]
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 Skins and West End debut (2006–10)




Hoult was studying in the Sixth Form College Farnborough[image: External link] in 2006 when he was cast in the lead role of the teen-drama Skins[image: External link]. He was initially sceptical of his ability to play the role of Tony Stonem[image: External link], a manipulative, egocentric anti-hero[image: External link], and associated more closely to the supporting character of Sid.[15] The show was a breakout success and ran for seven series, but Hoult was only part of the first two; his performance was well received and he garnered widespread attention with the character's growing popularity.[18][19] Skins went on to win the British Academy of Film and Television Arts[image: External link]' (BAFTA) Philip Audience Award and Hoult too earned accolades including a nomination for the Golden Nymph Award for Best Actor in a Drama Series[image: External link].[20] Freelance writer[image: External link] and critic Elliott David lauded him for his brilliant performance in a 2016 retrospective review, and wrote that he managed to "maintain the inexplicable core of his character throughout".[21] During his time on the show, Hoult felt overwhelmed by the attention and even considered quitting acting at one point, but eventually decided against it. Instead, he quit school at the end of Skins' first season and chose to focus solely on acting.[4] The show has since been credited for widening his opportunities as an actor, with directors and producers claiming his performance as a factor that drove them to cast him in their respective projects.[21]

Hoult briefly appeared as Stefan Fredman in the pilot episode[image: External link] of the British television series Wallander[image: External link].[22] He later made his West End theatre[image: External link] debut with William Sutcliffe[image: External link]'s coming of age[image: External link] play New Boy; the production premiered at the Trafalgar Studios[image: External link] and had record-breaking ticket sales, which was mostly attributed to Hoult's popularity among the viewers of Skins.[23][24][25] The play was staged only for a week in March 2009 as Hoult had committed to be a part of the fantasy[image: External link] adventure[image: External link] Clash of the Titans[image: External link] (2010), filming for which was scheduled for the summer later that year. Hoult's performance as a "ferociously bright and articulate but sexually confused sixth-former[image: External link]" received mixed response from critics. While Dominic Cavendish of The Daily Telegraph thought that he was able to persuade the viewers with his performance, Lyn Gardner of The Guardian[image: External link] found him average and highlighted his inability to bring out the "unresolved sexual tension beneath [the] banter".[24][25] Clash of the Titans whilst being panned by critics was a success at the box office, grossing nearly half billion dollars worldwide.[26]

Hoult next appeared in Tom Ford[image: External link]'s directorial debut production A Single Man[image: External link], after the actor originally cast in the role of Kenny Potter dropped out of the film only about a week before filming was scheduled. Hoult had previously shown interest in the project and had sent a recorded audition tape as well; he was eventually chosen for the role of Kenny, a homosexual[image: External link] college student who helps a college professor, played by Colin Firth[image: External link], deal with his grief.[27][28] It was variously described by media outlets as the first adult role for Hoult, who himself described his character as "spontaneous" and somebody who was not simply defined by his sexuality[image: External link].[28][29][30] Playing his first major role as an American, he worked on his accent[image: External link]; in his review for the film, Sukhdev Sandhu of The Daily Telegraph made note of Ford's strange choice to cast British actors as Americans (Hoult and Matthew Goode[image: External link]) and vice versa (Julianne Moore[image: External link]).[31][32] A Single Man opened to widespread acclaim despite reservations from critical faculties about Ford's direction abilities and also emerged as a box office success.[33][34][35] Peter Travers, writing for Rolling Stone[image: External link], praised Hoult's "beautiful" performance.[36] The film earned him a nomination for BAFTA Rising Star Award[image: External link] at the 2010 ceremony; he eventually lost to Kristen Stewart[image: External link].[37][38] He later voiced the character of Elliot in Lionhead Studios[image: External link]' 2010 action role-playing game[image: External link] Fable III[image: External link].[39]
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 Commercial success with X-Men and Mad Max (2011–2016)




Hoult was cast as Nux[image: External link] in George Miller[image: External link]'s delayed action film Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link]; the project spent several years in development hell[image: External link] as plans for a fourth film in the Mad Max franchise[image: External link] were met with financial difficulties.[40] Filming was planned for the summer of 2010, but during pre-production in Australia[image: External link] it was delayed indefinitely due to heavy rain.[21] With no other immediate commitments, Hoult began to look for other prospects. He was eventually cast in the role of Hank McCoy[image: External link]/Beast for the X-Men film series[image: External link] owing to his ability to play somebody "gentle with a capability of being fierce".[41][42] Although earlier reports had suggested that Benjamin Walker[image: External link] was to play the role, Hoult was eventually finalised for the 2011 Matthew Vaughn[image: External link] directed installment X-Men: First Class, a prequel to the franchise's earlier films. Before the filming began, Hoult worked on familiarising himself with his character; he said that he "formulated [his] own version of the Beast" and took inspiration from Kelsey Grammer[image: External link]'s performance in the previous three X-Men films as his charm and eloquence was something that he wanted to emulate. He learnt to speak in a dialect[image: External link] similar to Grammer's "but without [it] being an imitation".[43] He also underwent physical training and gained weight to better suit his character.[44] The film, which was widely praised by critics for its script and performances, performed moderately well at the box office collecting a total of about $353 million against a production budget of $160 million.[45][46] Although it was the lowest ranked production in the entire series in terms of box office numbers, Chris Aronson of 20th Century Fox[image: External link] deemed it "an excellent start to a new chapter of the franchise".[47]

Hoult had starring roles in two major studio productions in 2013; the films, both of which were based on prior fictional writings, yielded contrasting results. He first played R, a zombie[image: External link] in Jonathan Levine[image: External link]'s romantic comedy[image: External link] Warm Bodies[image: External link], which was released on February, 1.[48] An adaptation of Isaac Marion[image: External link]'s novel of the same name[image: External link], the film is presented from point of view[image: External link] of the central character, mostly through narration[image: External link]. Levine said that he had difficulties finding the right actor to play R, until he met Hoult. The latter himself was attracted to project—which he described as "much more than a horror movie" owing to the use of multiple pop culture[image: External link] and literary allusions[image: External link]—and even more so to the role which "bowled [me] over". He said that he drew inspiration from Edward Scissorhands[image: External link] (1990) as he thought that the central characters in both share the same travails.[49] To prepare for the role of a zombie, Hoult and the other actors involved with the project practiced with circus[image: External link] performers; he said of the experience: "with the Cirque du Soleil[image: External link], we would take our shoes off in a dance studio [...] kind of grow out of the wall and make our bodies feel very heavy".[50] The film garnered positive response from critics and audiences alike.[51] His next release, Bryan Singer's fantasy adventure Jack the Giant Slayer failed at the box office and received mixed response from critics. Based on the British fairy tales "Jack the Giant Killer[image: External link]" and "Jack and the Beanstalk[image: External link]", the film had him play the eponymous hero[image: External link].[52] Hoult's performance was poorly received by such film critics as Mary Pols, Justin Chang[image: External link] and Richard Roeper. While the first of the aforementioned was critical of his "disconcerting" imitation of Hugh Grant, the other two simply dismissed him and his character as "bland" and "boring" respectively.[53][54][55]

Hoult then appeared in Jake Paltrow[image: External link]'s science fiction[image: External link] film Young Ones[image: External link], his first release of 2014. Set in a dystopian[image: External link] future with a water scarcity[image: External link], it had him play Flem Lever, a young man who would go to any lengths to claim the land owned by the film's central character Ernest Holm, played by Michael Shannon[image: External link].[56] Hoult thought of the role as unlike anything he had done before and said that his questionable choices throughout the film intrigued him. He read novels written by S. E. Hinton[image: External link] to prepare for the role. The film was shot in a deserted location in South Africa[image: External link]; Hoult said that although it was tough to shoot in the hot weather conditions, the "beautiful" scenery helped to tell the story better.[57] He and his co-star Elle Fanning[image: External link] said that it also made them more conscious of the environmental concerns[image: External link].[58] The film had premiered at the 2014 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link] and was met with mixed response.[57] Commentators highlighted the film's standout scenery, but we're critical of its poor plot.[56] Hoult was deemed as an ill fit with the story’s "stoically retrograde machismo" by Keith Uhlich of The A.V. Club[image: External link].[59]

Hoult reprised his role as Hank McCoy in the sequel for First Class in Bryan Singer's X-Men: Days Of Future Past[image: External link], his only other release of 2014. Hoult felt that playing the character was a freeing experience for him as an actor and said that it was "fun to suddenly be able to break loose". He further explained: "when you're wearing the makeup [...] you can perform big [...] you get to have two very different techniques, performances" He also talked about the lengthy make-up procedure in an interview with Shunal Doke of IGN[image: External link], saying that it could go on for as long as three and a half hours.[60] X-Men: Days of Future Past went on to earn over $747 million worldwide, making it the highest-grossing film in the series (it was later surpassed by Deadpool in 2016) and in Hoult's career.[61]

Mad Max: Fury Road was eventually filmed in 2012 in the Namibian[image: External link] desert. Miller had conceived Nux, a terminally ill slave as a "quasi kamikaze pilot"; Hoult himself said of his character: "he's very enthusiastic and committed and affectionate but also kind of clumsy".[62] He shaved his head and followed a strict diet as his role required him to lose a lot of weight.[63] He also talked about performing the stunts in the film, describing the entire experience as "scary",[64] but favourably compared the stunts crew and Miller's choice to incorporate real action sequences as opposed to doing them on a green screen[image: External link], saying that it made the performance more believable as one was put in the real situation.[65] Fury Road opened to critical acclaim on 14 May 2015, and grossed over $378 million worldwide, making it the highest-grossing film in the Mad Max franchise; the technical aspects and stunt sequences drew particular praise from film critics and the film was credited for reviving interest in the series.[66][67] Hoult's performance was praised by such critics as Robbie Collin[image: External link] of The Daily Telegraph, who praised him for being "fabulously unhinged as [...] a twitchy stowaway on the trip".[68] Daily Express[image: External link]'s Stefan Kyriazis singled out Hoult for his "fantastically complex and utterly heartbreaking" performance.[69]

Hoult had three other releases in 2015, all of which were critical failures and rank amongst the worst grossing films of his career.[70][71] The feature film adaptation[image: External link] of Gillian Flynn[image: External link]'s mystery novel Dark Places[image: External link] starring Charlize Theron[image: External link], his co-star from Fury Road; Owen Harris[image: External link]' dark comedy[image: External link] Kill Your Friends[image: External link], based on the 2008 novel of the same name; and Equals[image: External link], a science fiction[image: External link] dystopian[image: External link] romantic drama[image: External link] directed by Drake Doremus[image: External link] co-starring Kristen Stewart[image: External link]. Hoult's performance in the last of the aforementioned was well received by such critics as Peter Travers and Katie Walsh.[72][73][74] The former dubbed him and Stewart "quietly devastating" and the latter, writing for Los Angeles Times, felt that the duo was "finely matched both in their androgynous beauty and in their performances of a repressed humanity".[75][76] Despite doubts about his contract with the franchise, Hoult returned for the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse. Upon release, the film went on become the third ranked X-Men film worldwide in terms of box office collections with a total of around $540 million.[77] It was also a top-grossing production overseas.[78]
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 Transition to biographical and independent films (2017–present)




The delayed action film[image: External link] Collide[image: External link] released in the United States in February 2017 to poor response.[79][80] The film garnered negative reviews from critics; its box office performance was attributed to poor marketing and multiple delays, which was caused by Relativity Media[image: External link], the film's production company going bankrupt in 2015.[81] Forbes' Scott Mendelson analysed the film's failure and noted that Hoult did not necessarily have the star power to draw audiences. He also responded negatively to Felicity Jones[image: External link]' casting as a damsel in distress[image: External link], which, in his opinion, further thwarted the film's chances. He highlighted the misogyny[image: External link] and entitlement in the entertainment industry writing that director Eran Creevy[image: External link] and Hoult would get better offers despite the failure of films like Collideas opposed to the minority group[image: External link], who are either ignored or stereotyped.[82] Response to his next film, the romance drama Newness[image: External link] was more enthusiastic.[83] The production had it's world premiere at the 2017 Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]; it stars Hoult and Laia Costa[image: External link] as a Los Angeles-based couple, who meet through online dating app[image: External link] and begin an open relationship[image: External link].[84] Drake Doremus[image: External link], the film's director said that the role was unlike Hoult's previous work: "This is a different side of Nick — a very complex and emotionally mature performance that we haven’t seen yet".[85]

Hoult starred in a series of biographical[image: External link] and historical films[image: External link] in 2017; he said that he would rather play characters that might help him improve as an actor and added that the "actors I look up to started doing their best work in their early 30s and I’ll be hitting that age [...] I’m just trying to learn".[86] he first portrayed American author J.D. Salinger[image: External link] in Danny Strong[image: External link]'s Rebel in the Rye[image: External link], which chronicles Salinger's life from his youth to the World War II[image: External link] era, and the years preceding the publication of his debut novel The Catcher in the Rye[image: External link].[87] He auditioned for the role as he was really keen on doing the project after reading the script. He was also intriguef by Salinger's life, of which he had little knowledge: "I didn’t know he fought in the second world war and landed on D-Day [...] had intermittent PTSD[image: External link] or that he became interested in Vedanta philosophy[image: External link] and meditated[image: External link] and did yoga[image: External link]".[86] To prepare for the role, he read The Catcher in the Rye and biographies written on Salinger's​ life. Hoult said that the biggest challenge was to get a real understand of who Salinger was as a person as "everyone has an idea of [Salinger] in their mind [...] you’re creating a character that people have very strong feelings about. You can’t prove to be right or wrong through impressions".[88] Rebel in the Rye opened to poor response from film critics.[89] Carson Lund of Slant[image: External link] was largely unimpressed by Hoult's "feeble" performance and his inability to "reinvest the character with the complexities lost in the story’s programmatic telling".[90] RogerEbert.com[image: External link]'s Matt Fagerholm wrote that although Hoult was capable of illuminating the insecurities and fixations of his character, he's never "quite believable as Salinger"; he ascribed the failure to the script that left the character's key "motivations frustratingly muddled".[91]

Hoult co-starred with Benedict Cumberbatch[image: External link] and Michael Shannon in The Current War[image: External link]; the film is a dramatisation of the feud between electrical pioneers Thomas Edison[image: External link] and George Westinghouse[image: External link], played by Cumberbatch and Shannon respectively. Hoult was cast in the role of Nikola Tesla[image: External link], for which he grew a mustache[image: External link] and attended science lessons: "trying to understand electromagnets[image: External link] and dynamos[image: External link] and all those sorts of things".[86][92] He also lost weight for his role by following a strict diet.[93] Response to The Current War was mixed and Hoult's ​performance was favourably described as a tribute to David Bowie[image: External link], who had previously played Tesla in The Prestige[image: External link] (2006) by such critics as David Ehrlich of IndieWire[image: External link].[94] In what was a departure from the biographical dramas, Hoult next starred as an American soldier in Sand Castle[image: External link], a production that he himself described as very different war film[image: External link] "in terms of the pacing and the emotion [...] very under the surface, that futility-of-war idea."[93] He recalled the filming experience in the Jordanian[image: External link] military bases[image: External link], practising clearing procedures: “we put on these masks, get given these guns, are put inside this pitch-black house [...] try and hunt down these bad guys hiding inside. You’re in all the gear. [...] the adrenaline starts pumping".[93] Released on Netflix[image: External link] in April 2017, the film garnered mixed reviews.[95]
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Hoult will be part of an upcoming British-Irish-American animated[image: External link] television mini-series Watership Down[image: External link], directed by Noam Murro[image: External link]. It is based on the 1972 novel of the same name by Richard Adams[image: External link] and adapted by Tom Bidwell.[96] It will be a four-part serial that will broadcast on BBC One[image: External link] in the United Kingdom[image: External link], and will stream internationally on Netflix[image: External link] in 2017. Hoult will be voice one of the lead characters, Fiver[image: External link]. He will also reprise his role as Beast in the 2018 film X-Men: Dark Phoenix.[97]
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 Personal life and other work




While filming X-Men: First Class in 2010, Hoult began dating his co-star Jennifer Lawrence. The couple broke up in 2014.[98] Hoult has been dating Playboy[image: External link] model Bryana Holly since March 2017.[92] He continues to reside in his parental house in Sindlesham, Wokingham. Besides his family accommodation, he owns a flat in north-west London; he also made an unsuccessful offer to buy a house in the London Borough of Camden[image: External link] in 2012.[92][99] During his childhood, Hoult played basketball for the Reading, Berkshire[image: External link]-based team Reading Rockets[image: External link], which played in the English Basketball League[image: External link].[100] He was later appointed as the ambassador for the club.[101] He also follows Formula One[image: External link] and has attended several Grand Prix events at Montreal[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link].[102][103][104] Hoult is represented by United Talent Agency[image: External link].[105]

Hoult is a philanthropist and supports numerous charities; he has been variously associated with organisations that support children. He was appointed the first NSPCC Young Person Ambassador, for the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children[image: External link] (NSPCC), helping support the charity's activities aimed at children and young people.[106] Since 2009, he has also been involved with Teenage Cancer Trust[image: External link]. He continues to visit patients supported by the organisation and has helped promote such awareness campaigns associated with the trust as the "Shunburn", a sun safety campaign among others.[107] Hoult designed sweaters for Save the Children[image: External link] and Selfish Mother's Christmas Jumper Day campaign. He encouraged customers to buy the festive collection and support the charitable cause, which he though would bring a "real change to children's lives".[108] He also donated a pair of shoes, which was auctioned by Small Steps Project, a organisation that helps homeless and undernutritioned children.[109] Hoult was inducted into the NSPCC Hall of Fame in 2010, for his contributions towards the cause of fighting child cruelty.[110]

Hoult visited slums in Nairobi[image: External link], Kenya[image: External link] as a part of a Christian Aid[image: External link] project aimed at providing clean water and sanitation to the residents. During his stay he met the natives and helped in cleaning the locality. He said of his experience: "I met great people making the best of the situation [...] it is heart-breaking in many ways to see the living conditions."[111] Hoult also participated in the Rickshaw Run[image: External link] in January 2017, where participants drove an auto rickshaw[image: External link] (tuk tuk) for 3000 km across India[image: External link] inorder to raise funds for Teenage Cancer Trust and World Wide Fund for Nature[image: External link].[112][113] He has also been associated with the Jeans for Refugees, a project and fundraising initiative dedicated to helping refugees around the world.[114] He donated a signed pair of jeans to the organisation; the profit earned form the campaign was to be donated to the International Rescue Committee[image: External link], supporting refugees all over the world.[115]
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Main article: List of roles and awards of Nicholas Hoult[image: External link]
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 Selected filmography






	
Intimate Relations[image: External link] (1996)

	
About a Boy[image: External link] (2002)

	
A Single Man[image: External link] (2009)

	
X-Men: First Class (2011)

	
Warm Bodies[image: External link] (2013)

	
X-Men: Days of Future Past (2014)

	
Mad Max: Fury Road[image: External link] (2015)

	
Rebel in the Rye[image: External link] (2017)
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 Accolades




For his role in About a Boy, Hoult won the Best Youth Performance at the Phoenix Film Critics Society Awards and earned a nomination​ for Critics' Choice Movie Award for Best Young Performer[image: External link].[1] He was nominated for the 2010 British Academy Film Awards for Orange Rising Star Award[image: External link] for his role in A Single Man.[37]
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Rose Byrne






Mary Rose Byrne[1][2] (born July 24, 1979)[3] is an Australian[image: External link] actress. Byrne made her screen debut in 1992 with a small role in the film Dallas Doll[image: External link].[4]

In 2000, she played a leading role in the Australian film The Goddess of 1967[image: External link], which brought her the Volpi Cup for Best Actress[image: External link].[5] From 2007 to 2012, she played Ellen Parsons[image: External link] in the cable television[image: External link] series Damages[image: External link], which earned her two Golden Globe Award[image: External link] and two Primetime Emmy Award[image: External link] nominations. Along with co-star Glenn Close[image: External link], she appeared in all of the show's fifty-nine episodes. Byrne has also starred in the films Troy[image: External link], 28 Weeks Later[image: External link], Knowing[image: External link], Insidious[image: External link], X-Men: First Class, X-Men: Apocalypse, as well as the comedies Get Him to the Greek[image: External link], Bridesmaids[image: External link], The Internship[image: External link], Neighbors[image: External link], Neighbors 2: Sorority Rising[image: External link], and Spy[image: External link].
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Byrne was born in Balmain[image: External link], a suburb of Sydney, New South Wales, and is of Irish and Scottish descent.[6][7] She is the daughter of Jane, a primary school administrator, and Robin Byrne, a semi-retired statistician and market researcher.[8] She is the youngest of their four children; she has an older brother, George, and two older sisters, Alice and Lucy. In a 2009 interview, Byrne stated that her mother is an atheist[image: External link], while both she and her father are agnostics.[image: External link][9]

Byrne attended Balmain Public School[image: External link] and Hunters Hill High School[image: External link] before attending Bradfield College[image: External link] in Crows Nest[image: External link].[10] She later moved to Newtown[image: External link] and Bondi[image: External link].[11] She began taking acting classes at age eight, joining the Australian Theatre for Young People[image: External link] and later attended the University of Sydney[image: External link].[10] In 1999, Byrne studied acting at the Atlantic Theater Company[image: External link], which was developed by David Mamet[image: External link] and William H. Macy[image: External link].[10]
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Byrne was cast in her first film role, Dallas Doll[image: External link], when she was 13 years old.[12] She has appeared in several Australian television shows, such as Heartbreak High[image: External link] and Echo Point[image: External link], and the film Two Hands[image: External link] with Heath Ledger[image: External link]. She appeared in The Date,[13] My Mother Frank[image: External link], and Clara Law[image: External link]'s The Goddess of 1967[image: External link], the last of which gained her the Volpi Cup for Best Actress[image: External link] at the 57th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link] in 2000. Byrne revealed in a post-award interview that, prior to winning the Venice Film Festival Award, she was surprised by her own performance and found it confronting watching the film because her acting was "too depressing". Byrne admitted that "watching myself is confronting because I'm convinced I can't act and I want to get out, that's how insecure I am."[5]

Byrne appeared as a guest in an episode of the police drama series Murder Call[image: External link]. On stage, she played a lead role in La Dispute[image: External link] and in a production of Anton Chekhov[image: External link]'s classic Three Sisters[image: External link] at the Sydney Theatre Company[image: External link].[14]

In 2002, Byrne made her first appearance in a Hollywood film with a small role as Dormé[image: External link], the handmaiden to Natalie Portman[image: External link]'s Senator Padmé Amidala[image: External link], in Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones[image: External link]. She appeared the same year in City of Ghosts[image: External link] with Matt Dillon[image: External link]. The year previously she had flown to the UK to shoot I Capture the Castle[image: External link], Tim Fywell[image: External link]'s adaptation of the 1948 novel of the same title by Dodie Smith[image: External link]. In the 2003 release, she portrayed Rose Mortmain, the elder sister of Romola Garai[image: External link]'s Cassandra. In 2003, she starred in three Australian films: The Night We Called It a Day[image: External link] with Melanie Griffith[image: External link] and Dennis Hopper[image: External link]; The Rage in Placid Lake[image: External link] for which she was named Best Actress at the Australian Film Institute[image: External link]; and Take Away[image: External link], another comedy.

In 2004, Byrne starred as Briseis[image: External link] in Wolfgang Petersen[image: External link]'s epic Troy[image: External link].[15] She then reunited with Peter O'Toole in the BBC TV[image: External link] drama Casanova[image: External link]. Byrne appeared with Snoop Dogg[image: External link] in Danny Green's film The Tenants[image: External link], based on Bernard Malamud[image: External link]'s novel, and starred as Alex with Josh Hartnett[image: External link] and Diane Kruger[image: External link] in the romantic psychological thriller Wicker Park[image: External link].[16]

In 2006, Byrne portrayed Gabrielle de Polastron, duchesse de Polignac[image: External link], a French aristocrat and friend of Marie Antoinette[image: External link], in Sofia Coppola[image: External link]'s Marie Antoinette[image: External link], with Kirsten Dunst[image: External link], and appeared in The Dead Girl[image: External link],[17] directed by Karen Moncrieff[image: External link].

In 2007, she played Cassie,[18] the pilot in Danny Boyle[image: External link]'s science fiction suspense film[19] Sunshine[image: External link];[20] followed by Scarlett Ross[image: External link], an army medical officer in Juan Carlos Fresnadillo[image: External link]'s science fiction horror 28 Weeks Later[image: External link], the sequel to Boyle's 28 Days Later[image: External link]; then appeared in the independent film Just Buried[image: External link],[21] a Canadian dark comedy written and directed by Chaz Thorne[image: External link].

From 2007 to 2012, Byrne starred as Ellen Parsons[image: External link] in the FX[image: External link] legal thriller[image: External link] television series Damages[image: External link], which ran for five seasons.[22][23] She appeared in the Australian film noir[image: External link] The Tender Hook[image: External link] with Hugo Weaving[image: External link] in 2008.

In 2009, Byrne co-starred with Nicolas Cage[image: External link] in the science fiction thriller Knowing[image: External link]. Later that year, she appeared in the indie film[image: External link] Adam[image: External link], with Hugh Dancy[image: External link]. She appeared in the 2010 comedy film Get Him to the Greek[image: External link], starring Russell Brand[image: External link] and Jonah Hill[image: External link], and she was co-lead in the James Wan[image: External link] horror film Insidious[image: External link], which premiered in September 2010 at the Toronto International Film Festival[image: External link][24] and received a wide theatrical release on 1 April, 2011.[25] Insidious grossed US$97 million after a production budget of US$1.5 million was invested by filmmakers James Wan[image: External link] and Leigh Whannell[image: External link].[26]

Byrne also starred in the Kristen Wiig[image: External link] comedy Bridesmaids[image: External link], released on 13 May 2011. She received overwhelmingly positive reviews for her portrayal of Helen, Kristen Wiig's rival.[27][28] She played Moira MacTaggert in the X-Men spin-off X-Men: First Class, directed by Matthew Vaughn[image: External link]. The movie opened 3 June 2011.[29]

In 2013, Byrne appeared in the crime drama The Place Beyond the Pines[image: External link], with Ryan Gosling[image: External link] and Bradley Cooper[image: External link], and appeared in the comedy, The Internship[image: External link], opposite Vince Vaughn[image: External link] and Owen Wilson[image: External link]; and The Turning, a short film installment in a Tim Winton[image: External link] omnibus feature.[4] Byrne also played the newlywed wife in I Give It a Year[image: External link], a comedy about the trials and tribulations of a couple during their first year of marriage.

Byrne worked again with fellow Australians Wan and Whannell for the sequel Insidious: Chapter 2[image: External link], which was released on Friday, 13 September 2013, and again also featured actors Patrick Wilson[image: External link] and Lin Shaye[image: External link].[30] The film received mixed reviews from critics[31] and became the biggest opening day in US box office history for the month of September following its release.[32] Insidious: Chapter 2 was a financial success, grossing over US$160 million against a budget of US$5 million.[33]

In 2014, Byrne starred in the comedy film Neighbors[image: External link], alongside Seth Rogen[image: External link] and Zac Efron[image: External link]. The film received positive reviews and went on to become a box office success.[34][35] A remake of the 1982 classic, Annie[image: External link], featured Byrne playing the role of Grace Farrell, Mr. Stacks' colleague. Byrne's performance was mostly praised with reviewers calling her the surprise highlight of the movie. In 2015, Byrne co-starred with Melissa McCarthy, Jude Law and Jason Statham in the hit comedic action tale Spy[image: External link],[36] and in 2016, she reprised her role as Moira MacTaggert in X-Men: Apocalypse.[37]

In 2016, Rebecca Skloot[image: External link] (author of The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks[image: External link]) announced that Byrne would be playing Skloot in the HBO film adaptation[image: External link] of her book. The film will also star Oprah Winfrey[image: External link] and Reneé Elise Goldsberry[image: External link]. She will be starring alongside Sandra Bullock[image: External link], Rachel Weisz[image: External link], Selena Gomez[image: External link], Vanessa Hudgens[image: External link], Zooey Deschanel[image: External link], and Anna Kendrick[image: External link] in We Are Your Fist.
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Byrne was the face of Max Factor[image: External link] between 2004 and 2009 and named in the Most Beautiful People of 2007 list in Who Magazine[image: External link].[38]

Byrne has supported UNICEF[image: External link] Australia by being the face of the 2007 Designers United campaign and a member of Tropfest[image: External link] jury in 2006 and Tropfest@ Tribeca[image: External link][39] in 2007. She is a graduate and ambassador for NIDA's (National Institute of Dramatic Art[image: External link]) Young Actors Studio.[40] In 2014, Byrne became the face of Oroton[image: External link], the Australian producer of luxury fashion accessories.[41]
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Byrne was in a relationship with Australian writer, director and actor Brendan Cowell[image: External link] for over six years. Cowell moved from Sydney to New York City, following Byrne's success on Damages[image: External link]. The relationship ended in January 2010.[42]

In 2012, Byrne began dating actor american Bobby Cannavale[image: External link]. The couple have two sons together.[43] In February 2016, she gave birth to their son, Rocco.[44] She and Cannavale had their second child together, son Rafa, in November 2017.[45]

As of 2013, Byrne lived in New York and said she remains insecure about a stable career: "I don't think that insecurity ever leaves you. You're a freelancer. There's always an element of uncertainty."[4]
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Tye Sheridan






Tye Kayle Sheridan (born November 11, 1996) is an American actor.[2][3][4] He made his feature film debut in Terrence Malick[image: External link]'s experimental[image: External link] drama film[image: External link] The Tree of Life[image: External link] (2011) and had his first leading role in Jeff Nichols[image: External link]'s film Mud[image: External link] (2012). He also co-starred in David Gordon Green[image: External link]'s drama Joe[image: External link] (2013) and the period thriller The Stanford Prison Experiment[image: External link] (2015). Sheridan played Cyclops in the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse, and will portray the lead character, Wade Watts, in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s adaptation[image: External link] of Ernest Cline[image: External link]'s Ready Player One[image: External link], which is scheduled for a March 29, 2018 release.[5] He will reprise his role as Cyclops in the upcoming film X-Men: Dark Phoenix.
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 Early life




Sheridan was born in Elkhart, Texas[image: External link].[1] His mother, Stephanie (Wright) Sheridan, owns a beauty salon, and his father, Bryan Sheridan, is an employee of UPS[image: External link].[6] He has a younger sister, Madison. He was enrolled in the Elkhart Independent School District[image: External link] until he began his film career and received tutoring[image: External link] on film sets. Sheridan graduated from high school.[7]
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Sheridan made his feature film debut in Terrence Malick[image: External link]'s The Tree of Life[image: External link], with Brad Pitt[image: External link], Jessica Chastain[image: External link] and Sean Penn[image: External link], after an almost year-long casting search of more than 10,000 children from Texas and Oklahoma.[2] The film premiered at the 2011 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link], and went on to be awarded the prestigious Palme d'Or[image: External link][8] and be nominated for the Academy Award for Best Picture[image: External link].[9][10]

In 2012, he played the leading role of Ellis in Jeff Nichols[image: External link]'s Mud[image: External link] opposite Jacob Lofland[image: External link] and Matthew McConaughey[image: External link]. The coming-of-age[image: External link] drama[image: External link]-thriller film[image: External link] premiered at the 2012 Cannes Film Festival[image: External link][11] and Sheridan received a Critics' Choice Award[image: External link] nomination.[12]

Sheridan also plays Gary Jones in the film Joe[image: External link], which stars Nicolas Cage[image: External link] playing an ex-con who meets a 15-year-old boy, the eldest child in a homeless family headed by an alcoholic father, and is faced with the choice of redemption or ruin.[13] For his role he received the Marcello Mastroianni Award[image: External link] for best upcoming young actor at the 70th Venice International Film Festival[image: External link].[14]

In 2014, he played Will Cutter in the film The Forger[image: External link], from a script by Richard D’Ovidio, which stars John Travolta[image: External link]. The film follows former child art prodigy and art forger Ray Cutter (Travolta), who arranges to buy his way out of prison so he can spend time with his ailing son (Sheridan) and father (Plummer), only to be forced to change his plans and commit one last big job for the syndicate that financed his early release.[15]

In 2015, Sheridan starred in the three films that premiered at the Sundance Film Festival[image: External link]. He co-starred opposite Gregg Turkington[image: External link] and Michael Cera[image: External link] in the drama Entertainment[image: External link], played a prisoner in the film adaptation of The Stanford Prison Experiment[image: External link], and appeared in Rodrigo Garcia[image: External link]'s drama Last Days in the Desert[image: External link] opposite Ewan McGregor[image: External link], released May 2016.[16] That year, he also had a supporting role in the film adaptation of Gillian Flynn[image: External link]'s Dark Places[image: External link] and the leading role in the horror comedy Scouts Guide to the Zombie Apocalypse[image: External link].

Sheridan played the mutant Scott Summers / Cyclops in the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse, released on May 27.[17]
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 Upcoming films




In June 2013, he joined the cast of a film written and directed by Kyle Wilamowski, Grass Stains[image: External link], along with Kaitlyn Dever[image: External link]. He plays a teen discovering his first love (Dever). When a prank goes awry and causes the death of his girlfriend’s older brother, the boy must balance his secret guilt with his feelings for the girl.[18][19] He stars in The Yellow Birds[image: External link] (2017) opposite Alden Ehrenreich[image: External link], Jack Huston[image: External link] and Jennifer Aniston[image: External link].[20] On February 24, 2016, Sheridan was cast as Wade Watts, a.k.a. Parzival, the lead character in Steven Spielberg[image: External link]'s Ready Player One[image: External link], which is slated for a March 30, 2018 release.[5] Sheridan will reprise the role of Scott Summers / Cyclops in the 2018 film X-Men: Dark Phoenix.[21]
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Olivia Munn






Lisa Olivia Munn (born 3 July 1980)[1][2] is an American actress and model. She was credited as Lisa Munn in her early career but, since 2006, she has used the name Olivia Munn.[3]

Munn began her professional career in television journalism before becoming an actress. In 2006, Munn starred as Mily Acuna on the series Beyond the Break[image: External link]. She co-hosted Attack of the Show![image: External link] from 2006 to 2010 and was a correspondent on The Daily Show[image: External link] from 2010 to 2011. Munn has also had supporting roles in various films and television series since 2004. She played the character Sloan Sabbith on the television series The Newsroom[image: External link] from 2012 to 2014 and appeared in the film X-Men: Apocalypse (2016) as Psylocke and The Lego Ninjago Movie[image: External link] as Koko.
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 Early life




Lisa Olivia Munn was born in Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma[image: External link]. Her father, Winston Barrett Munn, is an American of English, Irish and German descent.[4] Her mother, Kimberly Schmid, was born and raised in Vietnam, and is of Chinese descent.[5][6] Her mother was a Vietnamese refugee who fled to Oklahoma in 1975 after the Vietnam War[image: External link].[7] After college, her mother married Winston.[8][9][10] When Munn was two years old, her mother remarried to a member of the United States Air Force[image: External link]. Although the family relocated many times, Munn was predominantly raised on Yokota Air Base[image: External link] near Tachikawa[image: External link] in Tokyo[image: External link], Japan[image: External link],[3][11] where her stepfather was stationed. During this time, she appeared in a number of local theater productions and later became a model in the Japanese fashion industry.[12]

Her mother and stepfather divorced, and Munn moved back to Oklahoma, where she attended Putnam City North High School[image: External link] for her junior and senior years.[13][14]

Munn attended the University of Oklahoma[image: External link], majoring in journalism and minoring in Japanese and dramatic arts.[3]
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 2004–2009: beginnings




After graduating, she became an intern at the NBC affiliate[image: External link] in Tulsa[image: External link],[15] and later moved to Los Angeles to pursue an acting career. In 2004, Munn interned at Fox Sports Networks[image: External link] and worked as a sideline reporter[image: External link] for college football and women's basketball. She has gone on to say that she disliked the experience, explaining, "I was trying to be something I wasn't, and that made me really uncomfortable on live TV."[11] Soon after she moved to Los Angeles, Munn was cast in a small role in the direct-to-video[image: External link] horror film[image: External link] Scarecrow Gone Wild[image: External link]. She appeared in rock band Zebrahead[image: External link]'s music video for their song "Hello Tomorrow" as the love interest of the lead singer Justin Mauriello[image: External link].[16] Munn also appeared in National Lampoon's Strip Poker, which was filmed at Hedonism II[image: External link], a naturist[image: External link] resort in Negril[image: External link], Jamaica[image: External link], with Kato Kaelin[image: External link]. The films aired on DirecTV[image: External link] and In Demand[image: External link] pay-per-view[image: External link].

In late 2005, Munn began her role as teen surfer Mily Acuna over two seasons of the television drama Beyond the Break[image: External link] on The N network[image: External link].[17] She enjoys surfing and continues to practice the sport.[18] She originally auditioned for the role of Kai Kealoha, but the producers wanted a "local girl".[19] She also appeared in the film The Road to Canyon Lake.[20]

In 2006, Munn moved on to the G4 network[image: External link], where she began co-hosting Attack of the Show![image: External link] with Kevin Pereira[image: External link] on 10 April. She replaced departing host Sarah Lane. The network, devoted to the world of video games and the video game lifestyle, was at first hesitant to hire Munn. Although she admits video games were her "weak point," she was confident in her technical knowledge.[21] On the show, Munn was featured with journalist Anna David[image: External link] in a segment called "In Your Pants," which deals with sex and relationship questions from viewers. While working on Attack of the Show!, Munn hosted Formula D[image: External link], a now defunct program about American drift racing[image: External link], and an online podcast[image: External link] called Around the Net, formerly known as The Daily Nut, for G4. Munn left Attack of the Show! in December 2010 and was replaced by Candace Bailey[image: External link].[22] Munn appeared in the Rob Schneider[image: External link] film Big Stan[image: External link] (2007). She played Schneider's character's receptionist Maria.[11] Munn had a significant role in the horror film Insanitarium[image: External link] in which she played a nurse at an insane asylum.
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 2010–present: breakthrough




She had roles in the films Date Night[image: External link] (2010) and Iron Man 2 (2010). Robert Downey, Jr.[image: External link] praised Munn for her improvisation skills and led the crew in a round of applause.[23] Munn hosted Microsoft[image: External link]'s Bing-a-thon, an advertisement on Hulu[image: External link] for the Microsoft search-engine Bing[image: External link], on 8 June 2009, alongside Jason Sudeikis[image: External link].[24] Munn appeared in ABC Family[image: External link]'s Greek[image: External link], portraying Cappie's love interest, Lana. In May 2010, NBC[image: External link] announced that Munn would star on the television series Perfect Couples[image: External link]. The half-hour romantic comedy premiered on 20 January 2011.[25] The series was cancelled before it completed its first season run.[26]

On 3 June 2010, Munn debuted in her new role as a correspondent on Comedy Central[image: External link]'s The Daily Show[image: External link].[27] Her hiring prompted criticism from Irin Carmon[image: External link] of Jezebel[image: External link], who questioned Munn's credentials and accused the show's production of sexism[image: External link] in hiring Munn, whom Carmon characterized as a sex symbol[image: External link].[28] Carmon saw Munn's hiring as a perpetuation of the show production office's history as a male-dominated atmosphere marginalizing and alienating to women.[29] A group of thirty-two female Daily Show production staff members condemned Carmon's piece as inaccurate and misinformed, as did Munn herself in an interview, in which she stated that Carmon's assertion was an insult both to her and to the rest of the Daily Show staff.[30][31] She went on to appear in 16 more episodes as a correspondent, with TV Guide[image: External link] naming her signature segment "Tiger Mothering," in which she mocked the high expectations of Chinese mothers, in part by interviewing her own mother.[32] Her last episode as a correspondent aired 2 September 2011. She returned for a brief segment in host Jon Stewart[image: External link]'s final show on 6 August 2015.

In 2010, Munn guest-starred on NBC's comedy-drama Chuck[image: External link] as a CIA agent.[33] In 2011, Munn appeared in the comedy film I Don't Know How She Does It[image: External link] (2011) as Momo. In 2012, Munn had a leading role in The Babymakers[image: External link], a minor role in Freeloaders[image: External link], and appeared in Magic Mike[image: External link], directed by Steven Soderbergh[image: External link]. She played Sloan Sabbith on HBO[image: External link]'s drama series The Newsroom[image: External link]. She also appeared as Angie, Nick's stripper girlfriend, in three episodes in Season Two of FOX's sitcom New Girl[image: External link].[34]

Munn served as a correspondent in "True Colors," the 12 May 2014 episode of the Showtime documentary series Years of Living Dangerously[image: External link], in which she interviewed Washington State Governor Jay Inslee[image: External link] about his efforts to reduce CO2 emissions in his home state. As of June 2014, Munn has been hired as the main promoter of Proactiv acne cleanser products starring in several commercials and one infomercial for the product. The commercials show Munn experiencing acne herself. Since January 2015, she has been the voice of the character Phoebe Callisto on the Disney Junior[image: External link] animated series Miles from Tomorrowland[image: External link]. In 2016, Munn was cast as Elizabeth Braddock / Psylocke (one of Apocalypse's Four Horsemen) in X-Men: Apocalypse and will reprise the role in 2018's X-Men: Dark Phoenix.
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 In print




Munn has appeared in advertising campaigns for Nike[image: External link], Pepsi[image: External link] and Neutrogena[image: External link]. She appeared on the Fall 2006 cover of Foam magazine in September, in Men's Edge magazine in August, and was featured in a pictorial in Complex[image: External link] in November 2006, where she later became a columnist.[35] In February 2007, she appeared as "Babe of the Month" in a non-nude pictorial in Playboy[image: External link] magazine.[36] She discusses this shoot in her book Suck it, Wonder Woman.[37]

Munn also appeared in the July/August 2007 issue of Men's Health[image: External link]. In September 2007, she was featured in the Italian Vanity Fair[image: External link] for their "Hot Young Hollywood" Issue. Munn appeared in the Winter/Spring 2009 issue of Men's Health Living.[38] She was featured as the cover girl for the July/August 2009 issue of Playboy, and later on the cover of the January 2010 and February 2011 issues of Maxim[image: External link]. Munn appears on the cover of the January 2012 issue of FHM[image: External link] magazine.[39] She was voted #2 by readers on Maxim's list of their Hot 100 Women of 2012.[40][41]

Munn's book Suck It, Wonder Woman: The Misadventures of a Hollywood Geek ( ISBN[image: External link]  0-312-59105-5[image: External link]) was released on 6 July 2010. In a review for Time Out New York[image: External link], Olivia Giovetti said that the book offers glimpses into Munn's life, but does not go into depth.[42]
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In 2011, Munn teamed up with Dosomething.org's Green Your School Challenge. She was a spokesperson for the campaign by filming a PSA regarding the challenge, and sat on the panel of judges that evaluated the entries.[43]

Munn helped PETA[image: External link] with a campaign that ultimately freed a sick elephant from a touring circus. Her blog for The Huffington Post[image: External link][44] was credited with encouraging fans to contact the USDA[image: External link] on the elephant's behalf.[45] Munn posed for PETA's "I'd Rather Go Naked Than Wear Fur" campaign in April 2010,[46][47] and again in January 2012.[48] In February 2013, Munn fronted a PETA release of new footage showing cruelty to animals in Chinese fur farms.[49]
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 Personal life




Munn was in a relationship with Green Bay Packers[image: External link] quarterback Aaron Rodgers[image: External link] from 2014 to 2017.[50]

In regard to her faith and work in Deliver Us from Evil[image: External link], Munn has stated that "I didn't believe in the supernatural before this movie." However, the viewing of footage from the New York Police Department[image: External link] of real-life exorcisms[image: External link] changed her mind, and she has stated that "I'm a full believer [now]."[51][52] Olivia Munn is a black belt in taekwondo.[53]

In November 2017, Munn accused film director Brett Ratner[image: External link] of repeatedly sexually harassing[image: External link] her over a period of several years.[54]
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Lucas Till






Lucas Daniel Till (born August 10, 1990) is an American actor. He began acting in the early 2000s and has appeared in a number of film and television productions including roles on House[image: External link], Stoker[image: External link], Dance of the Dead[image: External link], Hannah Montana: The Movie[image: External link], and Monster Trucks[image: External link]. He is known for his role as Havok in the X-Men series[image: External link] starting with 2011 X-Men: First Class and plays Angus MacGyver[image: External link] in the television reboot of MacGyver[image: External link], which premiered in September 2016.[1]
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Lucas Daniel Till was born August 10, 1990 in Fort Hood[image: External link], Texas[image: External link], the son of Dana Lyn (née Brady) and John Mark Till, a lieutenant colonel[image: External link] in the Army[image: External link].[2][3][4] Till's mother is a chemist by profession.[5] Till spent most of his childhood living in the suburbs of Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link]. He attended Kell High School[image: External link]. After filming for The Hannah Montana Movie[image: External link] in Savannah, Till went back home to graduate with the Kell High School class of 2008.[6] After graduation, he moved to Los Angeles, California[image: External link] to continue acting.[6]
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Early in his life, Till’s parents became aware of his ability to imitate voices and characters. Joy Pervis discovered Till while he was attending a local acting class that his mother had enrolled him in. When he was 10, he started doing commercials as well as appearing in print. At the age of 12, he was cast in The Adventures of Ociee Nash in which he played Harry Vanderbilt, the bully of the main character.[7] In 2004, Till played the role of Jay in the feature film Lightning Bug which filmed in Fairview, Alabama. His first major movie role was Jack Cash, the older brother of Johnny Cash, who died in a sawmill accident, in the biographical movie Walk the Line[image: External link]. After Walk the Line, Till was featured in a number of independent movies and films for Lifetime Television[image: External link].[7] In 2008, Till auditioned for Hannah Montana: The Movie[image: External link] starring Miley Cyrus[image: External link] and he landed the role of Travis Brody. In an interview, Till said that prior to filming he had actually never ridden a horse before. Till further stated that he does not have any current plans for another Disney[image: External link] movie.[7] He worked alongside action film[image: External link] actor Jackie Chan[image: External link] in the movie The Spy Next Door[image: External link], in which Till plays the role of a Russian spy.[7] He also starred in Taylor Swift[image: External link]'s music video "You Belong with Me[image: External link]". He was in an episode of House[image: External link], and on Leo Little's Big Show[image: External link] along with Emily Osment[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2008, Till starred as Jensen in Gregg Bishop[image: External link]'s horror-comedy Dance of the Dead[image: External link] which was hand-picked by director Sam Raimi[image: External link] for distribution through Lions Gate Entertainment[image: External link] and Ghost House Pictures.[8]

Till played Havok in the X-Men spin-off X-Men: First Class (2011), directed by Matthew Vaughn[image: External link].[9] He later starred in the independent movie All Superheroes Must Die[image: External link] (2013),[10] and later returned as Havok in the X-Men sequels Days of Future Past (2014)[11] and Apocalypse (2016).[12]

In 2016, he began starring as Angus MacGyver[image: External link] in the television reboot MacGyver[image: External link],[13] and played the lead role, Tripp, in the live-action/CGI film Monster Trucks[image: External link], directed by Blue Sky Studios[image: External link] founder Chris Wedge[image: External link].[14][15]
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John Ottman






John Ottman (born July 6, 1964) is an American[image: External link] film composer[image: External link] and editor[image: External link].

Ottman graduated from the School of Cinematic Arts[image: External link] of the University of Southern California[image: External link] in 1988.[1] One of his first assignments was to provide original music for the computer game I Have No Mouth, and I Must Scream[image: External link]. In 2007, Ottman appeared in the documentary Finding Kraftland[image: External link] for his agent Richard Kraft.

He is best known for his collaborations with film director Bryan Singer, acting as editor and composer for his films The Usual Suspects, Apt Pupil, X2, Superman Returns (including adapting themes originally composed by John Williams[image: External link]), Valkyrie, Jack the Giant Slayer and X-Men: Days of Future Past. Other notable films he worked on as composer are Snow White: A Tale of Terror[image: External link], the 2005 remake of House of Wax[image: External link], Kiss Kiss Bang Bang[image: External link], Fantastic Four and its sequel Fantastic Four: Rise of the Silver Surfer, The Invasion[image: External link], and Astro Boy[image: External link].

He also directed (in addition to editing and scoring) the 2000 horror film Urban Legends: Final Cut[image: External link]. He won a BAFTA Award for Best Editing[image: External link] for The Usual Suspects, as well as two Saturn Awards for Best Music[image: External link] for The Usual Suspects and Superman Returns.
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Newton Thomas Sigel






Newton Thomas Sigel, A.S.C.[image: External link] (born August 1955 in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link])[1] is an American cinematographer[image: External link][2] best known for his collaborations with director Bryan Singer on films like The Usual Suspects, Valkyrie, and the X-Men film franchise[image: External link].
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Sigel was born in Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link], and studied painting in New York City,[3] becoming an artist-in-residence at the Whitney Museum of American Art[image: External link].[4] He began his career working with experimental filmmaker Kenneth Anger[image: External link] as a camera operator[image: External link].[5] Becoming a documentary filmmaker[image: External link], he shot a number of projects filming, including El Salvador: Another Vietnam[image: External link], which was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Documentary Feature[image: External link]. His photography caught the attention of DP Haskell Wexler[image: External link],[6] and the two spent several years developing what would become the 1985 film Latino[image: External link], his first feature film[image: External link] as director of photography.[7]

Sigel worked mostly on television films[image: External link] and as a second unit DP[image: External link] throughout the 1980s before shooting the comedy film Rude Awakening[image: External link]. He regularly served under Robert Richardson[image: External link] on films like Platoon[image: External link] and The Doors.[image: External link]Starting with The Usual Suspects, he has become the regular cinematographer of director Bryan Singer.
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His father, Irving Sigel, was a psychologist who worked for the Educational Testing Service. He is married to Lisa Chang.[8]

Sigel is Jewish.[9]
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Marvel Entertainment






Marvel Entertainment, LLC (formerly Marvel Enterprises and Toy Biz, Inc., and marketed and stylized as MARVEL) is an American entertainment[image: External link] company[image: External link] founded in June 1998 and based in New York City, formed by the merger of Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc. and ToyBiz[image: External link]. The company is a wholly owned subsidiary[image: External link] of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link], and is mainly known for its Marvel Comics, Marvel Animation[image: External link], and Marvel Television[image: External link] units. Marvel Studios, formerly under the Marvel umbrella, became a subsidiary of The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], where it develops and produces a shared universe that shares continuity with shows produced by the television unit[image: External link].

In 2009, The Walt Disney Company acquired Marvel Entertainment for US$4 billion;[2] it has been a limited liability company[image: External link] (LLC) since then. For financial reporting purposes, The Marvel brand is primarily reported as part of Disney's Consumer Products[image: External link] segment.[3]

Over the years, Marvel Entertainment has entered into several partnerships and negotiations with other companies across a variety of businesses. As of 2018, Marvel has film licensing agreements with 20th Century Fox[image: External link] (for X-Men films[image: External link] and Fantastic Four films), Sony Pictures[image: External link] (for Spider-Man films), and Universal Pictures[image: External link] (a right of first refusal[image: External link] to pick up the distribution rights to any future Hulk films[image: External link] produced by Marvel Studios), and a theme park licensing agreement with Universal Parks & Resorts[image: External link] (for specific Marvel character rights at Islands of Adventure[image: External link] and Universal Studios Japan[image: External link]).[4] Aside from their contract with Universal Parks & Resorts, Marvel's characters and properties have also appeared at Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link].[5]
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Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc. (Marvel or MEG), incorporated on December 2, 1986[6] as the parent company of Marvel Comics and Marvel Productions[image: External link], was put up for sale as part of the liquidation of its then parent corporation, Cadence Industries[image: External link], and sold in 1986 to New World Pictures[image: External link].[8] On January 6, 1989, Ronald Perelman[image: External link]'s MacAndrews & Forbes Holdings[image: External link] group of companies bought Marvel Entertainment Group from New World for $82.5 million,[9] not including Marvel Productions[image: External link], which was folded into New World's TV and movie business.[8]

"It is a mini-Disney in terms of intellectual property," said Perelman. "Disney's got much more highly recognized characters and softer characters, whereas our characters are termed action heroes. But at Marvel we are now in the business of the creation and marketing of characters."[1]
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Marvel made an initial public offering[image: External link] of 40% of the stock (ticker symbol NYSE:MRV) on July 15, 1991, giving $40 million from the proceeds to Andrews Group, Marvel's then direct parent corporation within MacAndrews & Forbes Holdings.[9][10]

Marvel Entertainment Group then began expanding with acquisitions and forming new divisions. Marvel purchased the trading card[image: External link] company Fleer[image: External link] on July 24, 1992.[9] On April 30, 1993, Marvel acquired 46% of ToyBiz[image: External link], for the rights to make Marvel toys.[9] The Andrews Group named Avi Arad[image: External link] of ToyBiz as the president and CEO of the Marvel Films division and of New World Family Filmworks, Inc., a New World Entertainment[image: External link] subsidiary.[11]

In 1993 and 1994, Marvel's holding companies[image: External link], Marvel Holdings, Inc. and Marvel Parent Holdings, Inc., were formed between Andrews Group and MEG and issued over half a billion dollars in bonds under the direction of Perelman, secured by Marvel's rising stock, which was passed up in dividends to Perlman's group of companies.[12] Marvel continued making acquisitions with Panini[image: External link], an Italian sticker-maker on August 4, 1994 for $158.4 million, and SkyBox International[image: External link] on March 8, 1995 for $150 million.[9]

Marvel also purchased Heroes World Distribution[image: External link], a regional distributor to comic-book shops on Dec. 28, 1994.[9] Marvel's attempt to distribute its products directly led to a decrease in sales and aggravated the losses which Marvel suffered when the comic book bubble[image: External link][13] popped, the 1994 Major League Baseball strike[image: External link] massacred the profits of the Fleer unit,[14] and Panini, whose revenue depended largely on Disney licensing, was hobbled by poor Disney showings at the box office.[15]
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While licensing revenue reached $50 million in 1995, MEG laid off 275 employees on January 4, 1996,[16] as losses for the 1995 year were $48.4 million.[9] On November 12, 1996 Perelman offered to have the Andrews Group purchase additional shares with an issue for $350 million in November 1996 (the "Andrews Plan"), which would have required ToyBiz to become a wholly owned subsidiary of Marvel. Meanwhile, Carl Icahn[image: External link] began buying Marvel's bonds at 20% of their value and moved to block Perelman's plan. The Marvel group of companies filed for bankruptcy on December 27, 1996, but the noteholders, led by Icahn, initially blocked this.[1][9]

In August 1996, Marvel created Marvel Studios, an incorporation of Marvel Films, due to the sale of its film and TV sister company, New World Communications Group[image: External link], to News Corporation[image: External link]. Filing with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] to raise money to finance the new corporation, Marvel, Isaac Perlmutter's Zib, Inc. and Avi Arad sold Toy Biz[image: External link] stocks, which Marvel had started and took public in February 1995.[17][18]

Icahn fought to take control of the company from Perelman.[15] The court ruled on February 26, 1997 that Icahn could foreclose on a controlling interest in Marvel shares put up for collateral for the company's bonds.[9] On April 28, 1997, ToyBiz and Marvel agreed to a plan supported by Chase Bank that would merge the two companies, grant then lenders a $250 million loan proceeds, a 5-year, $170 million note, 28% of merged entity's equity and all stock in subsidiaries Fleer/SkyBox and Panini subsidiaries with Marvel shareholders receiving two sets of stock warrants.[19] Finally Icahn took control of Marvel's board and became Marvel's chairman on June 20.[9] Bankruptcy proceedings continued with multi-way arguments among Perelman, Icahn, Toy Biz, and the banks.[1] A plan for reorganization agreed to by Icahn and the MEG's secured creditors fell apart on October 8 with the introduction of the better Toy Biz plan. The Bankruptcy Court on December 24 appointed a trustee to oversee the company.[9]

In June 1997, Marvel formed its Marvel Enterprise division, headed by president and CEO Scott C. Marden, to manage its trading card and sticker businesses, as well as Marvel Interactive, an Internet[image: External link]-entertainment and software-publishing company.[20]

A lawsuit by bond holders and Marvel's litigation trustees was filed in 1997, accusing Perelman and other Marvel Board Directors of diverting $553.5 million in proceeds from 1993 and 1994 notes to other MacAndrews & Forbes Holdings' companies, prior to Marvel's 1996 bankruptcy. The lawsuit asked for $471 million in damages. The appellate court ruled that, “None of the proceeds went to Marvel, or were used for Marvel’s benefit”, but instead improperly enriched the directors. While denying any wrongdoing, Perelman agreed in August 2008 to settle for $80 million, which the trustees accepted. The settlement fund, after paying off trustees' and legal fees, administrative expenses and a $2 million loan, had $50 million to distribute to some Marvel Entertainment Group shareholders and unsecured creditors.[12]

On February 18, 1998, Marvel collaborated with Universal Parks & Resorts[image: External link] to open up Marvel Mania Restaurant at Universal Studios Hollywood[image: External link] in Los Angeles, California,[21] as well as Planet Hollywood[image: External link]. However, Planet Hollywood had financial problems due to expanding too quickly, and closed Marvel Mania less than a year later.[22]

Another Toy Biz reorganization plan supported by the most creditors is submitted to the court on February 13, 1998. New York Stock Exchange stops trading of Marvel stock on April 17.[9] Toy Biz owners Ike Perlmutter[image: External link] and Avi Arad[image: External link], with the banks on their side, snatched Marvel from Perelman and Icahn, in order to protect their own financial interests.[15] Retailer and columnist Chuck Rozanski[image: External link] estimated that Perelman made $200 to $400 million from Marvel,[23] while Forbes magazine believes he made nothing;[24] and the judge in the Marvel bankruptcy trial estimated that Perelman made $280 million plus various tax advantages.[15] The judge ousted Icahn as Marvel's chairman in December 1997, naming a trustee to run Marvel while discussion continued between the various factions.[1]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Marvel Enterprises




ToyBiz and Marvel Entertainment Group were merged into Marvel Enterprises to bring it out of bankruptcy in June 1998.[1] In February 1999, Fleer/Skybox was sold to a corporation owned by Alex[image: External link] and Roger Grass, a father and son, for US$30 million.[25]

Later, the rights to names like "Spider-Man" were being challenged. Toy Biz hired an attorney to review its license agreement. Los Angeles patent attorney Carole E. Handler[image: External link] found a legal loophole in the licensing of the Marvel name and was successful in reclaiming Marvel Enterprises' movie rights to its character Spider-Man.[26][27][28]

Marvel Enterprise organized itself into four major units, Marvel Studios, Toy Biz, Licensing and Publishing, while in November 1999 adding Marvel Characters Group to manage Marvel's IP and oversee marketing.[29] Marvel named its Marvel New Media president, Steve Milo, in November 2000 to oversee its website.[30]

In 2003, Bill Stine purchased back Quest Aerospace[image: External link], a 1995 Toy Biz acquisition, from Marvel.[31] In summer 2003, Marvel places an offer for Artisan Entertainment[image: External link].[32] A new unit, Marvel International, was set up in London under a president, Bruno Maglione, to extend the company's operation and presence in major overseas markets in November 2003.[33] In December 2003, Marvel Entertainment acquired Cover Concepts from Hearst Communications, Inc.[image: External link][34] In November 2004, Marvel consolidated its children's sleepwear-apparel licensing business with American Marketing Enterprises, Inc.[35]

In November 2004, the corporation sued South Korea[image: External link]-based NCSoft Corp. and San Jose, California[image: External link]-based Cryptic Studios Inc. over possible trademark infringement in their City of Heroes massive multiplayer online game.[36] Marvel settled a film-royalties lawsuit in April 2005 with its former editor-in-chief and publisher, Stan Lee, paying him $10 million and negotiating an end to his royalties.[37]
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In September 2005, Marvel Enterprises changed its name to Marvel Entertainment to reflect the corporation's expansion into financing its own movie slate.[38][39]

In 2007, several Stan Lee Media[image: External link] related groups filed lawsuits against Marvel Entertainment for $1 billion and for Lee's Marvel creations in multiple states most of which have been dismissed.[40] Additionally, a lawsuit over ownership of the character Ghost Rider[image: External link] was filed on March 30, 2007, by Gary Friedrich[image: External link] and Gary Friedrich Enterprises, Inc.[41]
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On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced a deal to acquire Marvel Entertainment for $4.24 billion, with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and approximately 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[42] The voting occurred on December 31, 2009 and the merger was approved.[2][43] The acquisition of Marvel was finalized hours after the shareholder vote, therefore giving Disney full ownership of Marvel Entertainment.[44] The company was delisted[image: External link] from the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] under its ticker symbol (MVL), due to the closing of the deal.

On June 2, 2010 Marvel announced that it promoted Joe Quesada[image: External link] to Chief Creative Officer of Marvel Entertainment.[45] In June 2010, Marvel set up a television division[image: External link] headed by Jeph Loeb[image: External link] as executive vice president.[46] Three months later, Smith & Tinker[image: External link] licensed from Marvel the character rights for a superhero[image: External link] digital collectible game for Facebook and Apple's mobile platform.[47] On October 1, 2010, Marvel moved its offices to a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) suite at 135 W. 50th Street, New York City, New York[image: External link], under a nine-year sublease contract.[48]

Stan Lee Media[image: External link]'s lawsuit against Marvel was dismissed again in February 2011.[40][49]

In March 2013, Feld Entertainment[image: External link] agreed with Marvel to produce a Marvel Character-based live arena show[image: External link]. Marvel was also launching a new pop culture and lifestyle web show, “Earth’s Mightiest Show”.[50] On August 22, 2013, Marvel Entertainment announced that it was working with Hero Ventures[image: External link] on The Marvel Experience[image: External link], a traveling production/attraction.[51] In April 2014, Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] announced the construction of Iron Man Experience[image: External link], the first Marvel ride at any Disney theme park. It opened in 2017 and was built on a location in the park's Tomorrowland[image: External link].[52]

On September 16, 2009,[53] the Jack Kirby estate served notices of termination to Walt Disney Studios[image: External link], 20th Century Fox[image: External link], Universal Pictures[image: External link], Paramount Pictures[image: External link], and Sony Pictures[image: External link] to attempt to gain control of various Silver Age Marvel characters.[54][55] Marvel sought to invalidate those claims.[56][57] In mid-March 2010 Kirby's estate "sued Marvel to terminate copyrights and gain profits from [Kirby's] comic creations."[58] In July 2011, the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link] issued a summary judgment[image: External link] in favor of Marvel,[53][59] which was affirmed in August 2013 by the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link].[60] The Kirby estate filed a petition on March 21, 2014 for a review of the case by the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link],[61][62] but a settlement was reached on September 26, 2014 and the family requested that the petition be dismissed.[63]

In October 2017, Ron Richards began working at Marvel Entertainment as Vice President and Managing Editor of New Media,[64] while Marvel Digital freelance on-air host Lorraine Cink was hired as Senior Creative Producer.[65] Marvel New Media expanded into a new field with the development of a scripted podcast series, Wolverine: The Long Night[image: External link], announced on December 5, 2017.[66]

On December 7, 2017, Marvel announced its Marvel Rising[image: External link] franchise focusing on new characters as youngsters starting with animation in 2018. Marvel Comics is expected to publish material for Marvel Rising, but delayed any announcement on their material.[67]
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The company's operating units, as of 2015, include:
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	Marvel Custom Solutions, customized comic books[68]


	Marvel New Media (also called Marvel Digital)[65] unit consists of the company's website, online video series[64] and podcast[66]. Ron Richards is Vice President and Managing Editor of New Media.[64] Digital shows under New Media are THWIP! The Big Marvel Show, The Marvel Minute, Marvel LIVE! and Marvel Top 10.[65]
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	Asgard Productions LLC (Delaware)

	Cover Concepts, Inc.[34]


	Green Guy Toons LLC (Delaware)

	Marvel Entertainment International Limited (United Kingdom)

	Marvel Film Productions LLC (Delaware)

	Marvel Internet Productions LLC (Delaware)

	
Marvel Television[image: External link] (2010–) television production division[69]

	
Marvel Animation[image: External link], Inc. (2008–): Subsidiary charged with oversight of Marvel's animation productions.[70][71]

	Marvel Animation Studios[72][73]










	Marvel Toys Limited (Hong Kong)

	
Marvel Worldwide, Inc. publisher of Marvel Comics

	MRV, Inc. (Delaware)

	MVL International C.V. (The Netherlands)

	MVL Film Finance LLC: holder of Marvel's Movie debt and theatrical film rights to the twelve characters and supporting characters as collateral.[7][74]


	MVL Iron Works Productions Canada, Inc. (Province of Ontario)

	MVL Incredible Productions Canada, Inc. (Province of Ontario)

	Squad Productions LLC (Delaware)[75]





	Intellectual property holding companies




	Iron Works Productions LLC, movie rights subsidiary

	Incredible Productions LLC (Delaware), movie rights subsidiary[7]


	Marvel Characters, Inc.: subsidiary holding general rights of all Marvel Comics characters[image: External link]

	MVL Rights, LLC: subsidiary holding Marvel Comics characters' movie rights (film slate contracted with MVL Film Finance LLC)[76][77]






	Marvel Characters B.V. (The Netherlands)

	Marvel International Character Holdings LLC (Delaware)

	Marvel Property, Inc. (Delaware) incorporated 12/2/1986[6] (formerly Marvel Entertainment Group, Inc.[7])

	MVL Development LLC (Delaware), rights subsidiary
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Marvel Toys[image: External link] (formerly Toy Biz) (1984–2007)

	
Marvel Merchandising department/Heroes World Distribution Co.[image: External link] (early 1970s–1975/1994–1996)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel Books[image: External link] division (c.1985)[78]


	
Marvel Comics Ltd.[image: External link] (1972–1995; UK subsidiary)[79]


	
Marvel Films[image: External link] (1993–1996)/Marvel Studios, LLC (1996–2015) a film and television production company; now a subsidiary of The Walt Disney Studios[image: External link][80]

	Marvel Films Animation – animation subdivision (1994–1997)





	Marvel Mania Restaurant (Marvel Restaurant Venture Corp.)

	Marvel Enterprise division

	Marvel Interactive

	Online Entertainment (Marvel Zone)

	Software Publishing





	
Fleer Corporation[image: External link]

	
Panini Group[image: External link]: Italian sticker manufacturer





	SkyBox International[image: External link]





	
Marvel Music Groups[image: External link] (1981–1989) music publishing subsidiary[81][82]


	
Marvel Productions[image: External link] (1981–1989)[8]


	
Mighty Marvel Music Corporation[image: External link] (1981–1989) music publishing subsidiary[81][82]


	MLG Productions (2006–2011), Marvel & Lionsgate's subsidiary group for Marvel Animated Features[image: External link][83][84]


	Spider-Man Merchandising, L.P. (? –2011): A joint venture of Marvel and Sony Pictures Consumer Products Inc.[image: External link] that owned the rights to Spider-Man movie related licensed products.

	Welsh Publishing: comic book publisher
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 Chairman





	
Scott Sassa[image: External link] (October 1996 – 1997)[85]


	
Morton E. Handel[image: External link] (1998–2009)

	
Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] (2017–present)
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Rick Ungar[image: External link] (? – November 1993)

	
Avi Arad[image: External link] (November 1993 –)[86]


	William Bevins Jr.[87]


	
Scott Sassa[image: External link], Chief Executive Officer & Chairman (October 1996 – 1997)[85][88]


	Joseph Ahearn (October 1998[89] – November 24, 1998)

	
Eric Ellenbogen[image: External link] (November 24, 1998[90] – ?)

	
F. Peter Cuneo[image: External link] (July 1999 – December 31, 2002)

	Allen Lipson (January 1, 2003[91] – January 1, 2005[92])




	Office of the Chief Executive




	
Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link], Vice Chairman and CEO (January 1, 2005[92] – December 2016)[93][94]


	
Executive Vice Presidents[image: External link]:

	Alan Fine (April 2009 – ? [95])

	
John Turitzin[image: External link] (September 2006[96] – ?)

	
David Maisel[image: External link] (September 2006[96] – December 31, 2009[97])
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 President





	
Stan Lee (1972–1973)[98][99]


	Al Landau (1973–1975)

	
Jim Galton[image: External link] (1975–1991)[100]


	Terry Stewart (1992[101]-1993[102])

	
Rick Ungar[image: External link] (?–November 1993)

	Avi Arad (November 1993–?)[86]


	Bruce Stein (?–November 1994)

	William Bevins Jr. (November 1994–?)[87]


	Terry Stewart (May 1995)[85]


	Jerry Calabrese (May 1995–mid 1996) & (October 1998–November 1998)[85]


	Scott C. Marden (interim) (Mid 1996–September 1996)[85]


	David Schreff (September 1996–?)[85]


	Joseph Calamari (?–October 1998)[85]


	Eric Ellenbogen (November 1998–July 1999)[85]


	F. Peter Cuneo (July 1999[85]–January 1, 2003)

	Allen Lipson (January 1, 2003 – January 1, 2005)[92]


	Alan Fine, President (2009–)[103] also, chair of Marvel's Creative Committee[95]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link] (January 2017–present)[104][105]
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	See subsidiaries' articles for their executives.




	
Bill Jemas[image: External link] (February 2000–October 2010) President of Publishing and Consumer Products[106]


	Bruno Maglione, President of Marvel International, November 2003[33]


	
Joe Quesada[image: External link] (2010–present) Chief Creative Officer[image: External link]


	Bill Jemas

	Chief Operating Officer (January 2002–October 2010)

	Chief Marketing Officer (October 2010[106]–late 2013)[107]






	Guy Karyo (October 2010) Executive Vice President of Operations and Chief Information Officer[106]
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For any animation created before 1992, see Marvel Productions[image: External link]. For any animation created after 2008, see Marvel Animation[image: External link].
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For any live action television series created after 2009, see Marvel Television[image: External link].

See also: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]
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Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]
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 See also





	Marvel Cinematic Universe

	Marvel characters in other media[image: External link]
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TSG Entertainment






Not to be confused with TSG Pictures[image: External link].

TSG Entertainment Finance LLC is a film financing entity which primarily funds live action films. Its logo is a depiction of a man with a bow shooting an arrow through several axe heads, similar to Odysseus[image: External link] from Homer[image: External link]'s Odyssey[image: External link].[1]

TSG was established after the U.S. theatrical release of Parental Guidance[image: External link] to replace Dune Entertainment[image: External link] as a result of Dune not renewing their deal with 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. Fox was looking for a new long term co-financing arrangement and made a deal with TSG Entertainment. The financing entity was founded by former Dune partner Chip Seelig with majority funding from Magnetar Capital[image: External link] with additional funding from Seelig and others. Seelig had left Dune in May 2011 to launch a new funding company. TSG was also looking for some ($300-$400 million) debt financing from banks at this time.[2] In November 2015, Bona Film Group, a Chinese film studio, invested $235 million in TSG.[3]
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Bad Hat Harry Productions






Bad Hat Harry Productions is an American film and television production company[image: External link] founded in 1994 by director Bryan Singer. It has produced such films as The Usual Suspects and the X-Men film series[image: External link], as well as the television series House[image: External link]. The name is a homage to Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and comes from a line uttered by Roy Scheider[image: External link] in the 1975 feature Jaws[image: External link]. Martin Brody[image: External link] says to an elderly swimmer who teases him about not going in the water, "That's some bad hat, Harry." The logo, introduced in 1997, is taken from the police lineup scene of The Usual Suspects.
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Genre Films






Genre Films, usually credited as Kinberg Genre, is the production company founded by screenwriter-producer-director Simon Kinberg. Genre Films in April 2010 signed a first look deal[image: External link] with 20th Century Fox[image: External link],[1] which gave Fox "direct access" to ideas by Kinberg.[2] Aditya Sood became president of production, and Josh Feldman became director of development. In December 2013, Genre Films renewed its deal with Fox for three additional years.[3]
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Marvel Comics






This article is about the comic book company using this name beginning in 1961. For the earlier comic book series, see Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link].

Marvel Comics is the common name and primary imprint of Marvel Worldwide Inc., formerly Marvel Publishing, Inc. and Marvel Comics Group, a publisher of American comic books[image: External link] and related media. In 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] acquired Marvel Entertainment, Marvel Worldwide's parent company.

Marvel started in 1939 as Timely Publications[image: External link], and by the early 1950s, had generally become known as Atlas Comics[image: External link]. The Marvel branding began 1961, the year that the company launched The Fantastic Four[image: External link] and other superhero titles created by Stan Lee, Jack Kirby, Steve Ditko[image: External link], and many others.

Marvel counts among its characters[image: External link] such well-known superheroes as Spider-Man[image: External link], Wolverine, the Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], Captain America[image: External link], Daredevil[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], and Captain Marvel[image: External link], including such teams[image: External link] as the Avengers[image: External link], the X-Men, the Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link], and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and antagonists such as Venom[image: External link], Doctor Doom[image: External link], the Red Skull[image: External link], the Green Goblin[image: External link], Thanos[image: External link], Ultron[image: External link], Doctor Octopus[image: External link], Magneto, and Loki[image: External link]. Most of Marvel's fictional characters operate in a single reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with most locations mirroring real-life places; many major characters are based in New York City.[2][3]
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Main article: Timely Comics[image: External link]


Pulp-magazine[image: External link] publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link] founded the company later known as Marvel Comics under the name Timely Publications in 1939.[4][5] Goodman, who had started with a Western[image: External link] pulp in 1933, was expanding into the emerging—and by then already highly popular—new medium of comic books. Launching his new line from his existing company's offices at 330 West 42nd Street, New York City, he officially held the titles of editor[image: External link], managing editor[image: External link], and business manager[image: External link], with Abraham Goodman (Martin's brother)[6] officially listed as publisher.[5]

Timely's first publication, Marvel Comics[image: External link] #1 (cover dated[image: External link] Oct. 1939), included the first appearance of Carl Burgos[image: External link]' android[image: External link] superhero[image: External link] the Human Torch[image: External link], and the first appearances of Bill Everett[image: External link]'s anti-hero[image: External link] Namor the Sub-Mariner[image: External link],[7] among other features.[4] The issue was a great success; it and a second printing the following month sold a combined nearly 900,000 copies.[8] While its contents came from an outside packager, Funnies, Inc.[image: External link],[4] Timely had its own staff in place by the following year. The company's first true editor, writer-artist Joe Simon[image: External link], teamed with artist Jack Kirby to create one of the first patriotically themed superhero,[9] Captain America[image: External link], in Captain America Comics #1 (March 1941). It, too, proved a hit, with sales of nearly one million.[8] Goodman formed Timely Comics, Inc., beginning with comics cover-dated April 1941 or Spring 1941.[10][11]

While no other Timely character would achieve the success of these three characters, some notable heroes—many of which continue to appear in modern-day retcon[image: External link] appearances and flashbacks—include the Whizzer[image: External link], Miss America[image: External link], the Destroyer[image: External link], the original Vision[image: External link], and the Angel[image: External link]. Timely also published one of humor cartoonist Basil Wolverton[image: External link]'s best-known features, "Powerhouse Pepper[image: External link]",[12][13] as well as a line of children's funny-animal[image: External link] comics featuring characters like Super Rabbit[image: External link] and the duo Ziggy Pig and Silly Seal[image: External link].

Goodman hired his wife's cousin,[14] Stanley Lieber, as a general office assistant in 1939.[15] When editor Simon left the company in late 1941,[16] Goodman made Lieber—by then writing pseudonymously as "Stan Lee"—interim editor of the comics line, a position Lee kept for decades except for three years during his military service in World War II[image: External link]. Lee wrote extensively for Timely, contributing to a number of different titles.

Goodman's business strategy involved having his various magazines and comic books published by a number of corporations all operating out of the same office and with the same staff.[11] One of these shell companies[image: External link] through which Timely Comics was published was named Marvel Comics by at least Marvel Mystery Comics #55 (May 1944). As well, some comics' covers, such as All Surprise Comics #12 (Winter 1946–47), were labeled "A Marvel Magazine" many years before Goodman would formally adopt the name in 1961.[17]
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Main article: Atlas Comics (1950s)[image: External link]


The post-war American comic market saw superheroes falling out of fashion.[18] Goodman's comic book line dropped them for the most part and expanded into a wider variety of genres than even Timely had published, featuring horror[image: External link], Westerns[image: External link], humor, funny animal[image: External link], men's adventure[image: External link]-drama, giant monster, crime[image: External link], and war comics[image: External link], and later adding jungle[image: External link] books, romance[image: External link] titles, espionage[image: External link], and even medieval[image: External link] adventure, Bible stories[image: External link] and sports.

Goodman began using the globe logo of the Atlas News Company, the newsstand-distribution company he owned,[19] on comics cover-dated[image: External link] November 1951 even though another company, Kable News, continued to distribute his comics through the August 1952 issues.[20] This globe branding united a line put out by the same publisher, staff and freelancers through 59 shell companies, from Animirth Comics to Zenith Publications.[21]

Atlas, rather than innovate, took a proven route of following popular trends[image: External link] in television and movies— Westerns[image: External link] and war dramas prevailing for a time, drive-in movie[image: External link] monsters another time—and even other comic books, particularly the EC[image: External link] horror[image: External link] line.[22] Atlas also published a plethora of children's and teen humor titles, including Dan DeCarlo[image: External link]'s Homer the Happy Ghost[image: External link] (similar to Casper the Friendly Ghost[image: External link]) and Homer Hooper (à la Archie Andrews[image: External link]). Atlas unsuccessfully attempted to revive superheroes from late 1953 to mid-1954, with the Human Torch (art by Syd Shores[image: External link] and Dick Ayers[image: External link], variously), the Sub-Mariner[image: External link] (drawn and most stories written by Bill Everett[image: External link]), and Captain America[image: External link] (writer Stan Lee, artist John Romita Sr.[image: External link]). Atlas did not achieve any breakout hits and, according to Stan Lee, Atlas survived chiefly because it produced work quickly, cheaply, and at a passable quality.[23]
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The first modern comic books under the Marvel Comics brand were the science-fiction[image: External link] anthology Journey into Mystery[image: External link] #69 and the teen-humor title Patsy Walker[image: External link] #95 (both cover dated[image: External link] June 1961), which each displayed an "MC" box on its cover.[24] Then, in the wake of DC Comics[image: External link]' success in reviving superheroes in the late 1950s and early 1960s, particularly with the Flash[image: External link], Green Lantern[image: External link], and other members of the team the Justice League of America[image: External link], Marvel followed suit.[n 1]

In 1961, writer-editor Stan Lee revolutionized superhero[image: External link] comics by introducing superheroes designed to appeal to older readers than the predominantly child audiences of the medium. Modern Marvel's first superhero team, the titular stars of The Fantastic Four[image: External link] #1 (Nov. 1961),[25] broke convention with other comic book archetypes of the time by squabbling, holding grudges both deep and petty, and eschewing anonymity or secret identities in favor of celebrity status. Subsequently, Marvel comics developed a reputation for focusing on characterization and adult issues to a greater extent than most superhero comics before them, a quality which the new generation of older readers appreciated.[26] This applied to The Amazing Spider-Man title in particular, which turned out to be Marvel's most successful book. Its young hero suffered from self-doubt and mundane problems like any other teenager, something with which many readers could identify.

Lee and freelance artist and eventual co-plotter Jack Kirby's Fantastic Four originated in a Cold War[image: External link] culture that led their creators to revise the superhero conventions of previous eras to better reflect the psychological spirit of their age.[27] Eschewing such comic-book tropes as secret identities and even costumes at first, having a monster as one of the heroes, and having its characters bicker and complain in what was later called a "superheroes in the real world" approach, the series represented a change that proved to be a great success.[28]

Marvel often presented flawed superheroes, freaks, and misfits—unlike the perfect, handsome, athletic heroes found in previous traditional comic books. Some Marvel heroes looked like villains and monsters such as the Hulk and the Thing. This naturalistic[image: External link] approach even extended into topical politics.

Comics historian Mike Benton also noted:

All of these elements struck a chord with the older readers, such as college-aged adults. In 1965, Spider-Man and the Hulk were both featured in Esquire[image: External link] magazine's list of 28 college campus heroes, alongside John F. Kennedy[image: External link] and Bob Dylan[image: External link].[31] In 2009, writer Geoff Boucher reflected that, "Superman and DC Comics instantly seemed like boring old Pat Boone[image: External link]; Marvel felt like The Beatles[image: External link] and the British Invasion[image: External link]. It was Kirby's artwork with its tension and psychedelia[image: External link] that made it perfect for the times—or was it Lee's bravado and melodrama, which was somehow insecure and brash at the same time?"[32]

In addition to Spider-Man[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four, Marvel began publishing further superhero titles featuring such heroes and antiheroes as the Hulk[image: External link], Thor[image: External link], Ant-Man[image: External link], Iron Man[image: External link], the X-Men, Daredevil[image: External link], the Inhumans[image: External link], Black Panther[image: External link], Doctor Strange[image: External link], Captain Marvel[image: External link] and the Silver Surfer[image: External link], and such memorable antagonists as Doctor Doom[image: External link], Magneto, Galactus[image: External link], Loki[image: External link], the Green Goblin[image: External link], and Doctor Octopus[image: External link], all existing in a shared reality known as the Marvel Universe[image: External link], with locations that mirror real-life cities such as New York, Los Angeles and Chicago.

Marvel even lampooned itself and other comics companies in a parody[image: External link] comic, Not Brand Echh[image: External link] (a play on Marvel's dubbing of other companies as "Brand Echh", à la the then-common phrase "Brand X").[33]
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 Cadence Industries ownership




In 1968, while selling 50 million comic books a year, company founder Goodman revised the constraining distribution arrangement with Independent News he had reached under duress during the Atlas years, allowing him now to release as many titles as demand warranted.[19] Late that year, he sold Marvel Comics and its parent company, Magazine Management, to the Perfect Film and Chemical Corporation[image: External link], with Goodman remaining as publisher.[34] In 1969, Goodman finally ended his distribution deal with Independent by signing with Curtis Circulation Company[image: External link].[19]

In 1971, the United States Department of Health, Education, and Welfare[image: External link] approached Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Stan Lee to do a comic book story about drug abuse. Lee agreed and wrote a three-part Spider-Man[image: External link] story portraying drug use as dangerous and unglamorous. However, the industry's self-censorship board, the Comics Code Authority[image: External link], refused to approve the story because of the presence of narcotics, deeming the context of the story irrelevant. Lee, with Goodman's approval, published the story regardless in The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link] #96–98 (May–July 1971), without the Comics Code seal. The market reacted well to the storyline, and the CCA subsequently revised the Code the same year.[35]

Goodman retired as publisher in 1972 and installed his son, Chip, as publisher.[36] Shortly thereafter, Lee succeeded him as publisher and also became Marvel's president[36] for a brief time.[37] During his time as president, he appointed his associate editor, prolific writer Roy Thomas[image: External link], as editor-in-chief. Thomas added "Stan Lee Presents" to the opening page of each comic book.[36]

A series of new editors-in-chief oversaw the company during another slow time for the industry. Once again, Marvel attempted to diversify, and with the updating of the Comics Code published titles themed to horror[image: External link] (The Tomb of Dracula[image: External link]), martial arts (Shang-Chi: Master of Kung Fu[image: External link]), sword-and-sorcery[image: External link] (Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] in 1970,[38] Red Sonja[image: External link]), satire (Howard the Duck[image: External link]) and science fiction (2001: A Space Odyssey[image: External link], " Killraven[image: External link]" in Amazing Adventures[image: External link], Battlestar Galactica[image: External link], Star Trek[image: External link], and, late in the decade, the long-running Star Wars[image: External link] series). Some of these were published in larger-format black and white magazines, under its Curtis Magazines[image: External link] imprint.

Marvel was able to capitalize on its successful superhero comics of the previous decade by acquiring a new newsstand distributor and greatly expanding its comics line. Marvel pulled ahead of rival DC Comics[image: External link] in 1972, during a time when the price and format of the standard newsstand comic were in flux.[39] Goodman increased the price and size of Marvel's November 1971 cover-dated comics from 15 cents for 36 pages total to 25 cents for 52 pages. DC followed suit, but Marvel the following month dropped its comics to 20 cents for 36 pages, offering a lower-priced product with a higher distributor discount.[40]

In 1973, Perfect Film and Chemical renamed itself as Cadence Industries and renamed Magazine Management as Marvel Comics Group.[41] Goodman, now disconnected from Marvel, set up a new company called Seaboard Periodicals[image: External link] in 1974, reviving Marvel's old Atlas name for a new Atlas Comics[image: External link] line, but this lasted only a year and a half.[42] In the mid-1970s a decline of the newsstand distribution network affected Marvel. Cult hits such as Howard the Duck fell victim to the distribution problems, with some titles reporting low sales when in fact the first specialty comic book stores resold them at a later date.[citation needed[image: External link]] But by the end of the decade, Marvel's fortunes were reviving, thanks to the rise of direct market[image: External link] distribution—selling through those same comics-specialty stores instead of newsstands.

Marvel ventured into audio in 1975 with a radio series and a record, both had Stan Lee as narrator. The radio series was Fantastic Four[image: External link]. The record was Spider-Man: Rock Reflections of a Superhero concept album for music fans.[43]

Marvel held its own comic book convention[image: External link], Marvelcon '75, in spring 1975, and promised a Marvelcon '76. At the 1975 event, Stan Lee used a Fantastic Four[image: External link] panel discussion to announce that Jack Kirby, the artist co-creator of most of Marvel's signature characters, was returning to Marvel after having left in 1970 to work for rival DC Comics[image: External link].[45] In October 1976, Marvel, which already licensed reprints in different countries, including the UK, created a superhero specifically for the British market. Captain Britain[image: External link] debuted exclusively in the UK, and later appeared in American comics.[46] During this time, Marvel and the Iowa-based Register and Tribune Syndicate[image: External link] launched a number of syndicated comic strips[image: External link] — The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], Howard the Duck[image: External link], Conan the Barbarian[image: External link], and The Incredible Hulk[image: External link]. None of the strips lasted past 1982, except for The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link], which is still being published.

In 1978, Jim Shooter[image: External link] became Marvel's editor-in-chief. Although a controversial personality, Shooter cured many of the procedural ills at Marvel, including repeatedly missed deadlines. During Shooter's nine-year tenure as editor-in-chief, Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link]'s run on the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] and Frank Miller[image: External link]'s run on Daredevil[image: External link] became critical and commercial successes.[47] Shooter brought Marvel into the rapidly evolving direct market[image: External link],[48] institutionalized creator royalties, starting with the Epic Comics[image: External link] imprint for creator-owned[image: External link] material in 1982; introduced company-wide crossover story arcs with Contest of Champions[image: External link] and Secret Wars[image: External link]; and in 1986 launched the ultimately unsuccessful New Universe[image: External link] line to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Marvel Comics imprint. Star Comics[image: External link], a children-oriented line differing from the regular Marvel titles, was briefly successful during this period.

Despite Marvel's successes in the early 1980s, it lost ground to rival DC in the latter half of the decade as many former Marvel stars defected to the competitor. DC scored critical and sales victories[49] with titles and limited series[image: External link] such as Watchmen[image: External link], Batman: The Dark Knight Returns[image: External link], Crisis on Infinite Earths[image: External link], Byrne's revamp of Superman[image: External link], and Alan Moore[image: External link]'s Swamp Thing[image: External link].
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 Marvel Entertainment Group ownership




In 1986, Marvel's parent, Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link], was sold to New World Entertainment[image: External link], which within three years sold it to MacAndrews and Forbes[image: External link], owned by Revlon[image: External link] executive Ronald Perelman[image: External link] in 1989. In 1991 Perelman took MEG public. Following the rapid rise of this stock, Perelman issued a series of junk bonds[image: External link] that he used to acquire other entertainment companies, secured by MEG stock.[50]

Marvel earned a great deal of money with their 1980s children's comics imprint Star Comics[image: External link] and they earned a great deal more money and worldwide success during the comic book boom of the early 1990s, launching the successful 2099[image: External link] line of comics set in the future (Spider-Man 2099[image: External link], etc.) and the creatively daring though commercially unsuccessful Razorline[image: External link] imprint of superhero[image: External link] comics created by novelist and filmmaker Clive Barker[image: External link].[51][52] In 1990, Marvel began selling Marvel Universe Cards[image: External link] with trading card maker SkyBox International[image: External link]. These were collectible trading cards that featured the characters and events of the Marvel Universe. The 1990s saw the rise of variant covers[image: External link], cover enhancements, swimsuit issues[image: External link], and company-wide crossovers that affected the overall continuity of the Marvel Universe[image: External link].

Marvel suffered a blow in early 1992, when seven of its most prized artists — Todd McFarlane[image: External link] (known for his work on Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Lee[image: External link] (X-Men), Rob Liefeld[image: External link] ( X-Force[image: External link]), Marc Silvestri[image: External link] (Wolverine), Erik Larsen[image: External link] (The Amazing Spider-Man[image: External link]), Jim Valentino[image: External link] (Guardians of the Galaxy[image: External link]), and Whilce Portacio[image: External link] (Uncanny X-Men[image: External link]) — left to form Image Comics[image: External link][53] in a deal brokered by Malibu Comics[image: External link]' owner Scott Mitchell Rosenberg[image: External link].[54] Three years later Rosenberg sold Malibu to Marvel on November 3, 1994,[54][55][56][57][57][58][59][excessive citations[image: External link]] who acquired the then-leading standard for computer coloring of comic books (developed by Rosenberg) in the process,[60] but also integrating the Genesis Universe[image: External link] (Earth-1136) and the Ultraverse[image: External link] (Earth-93060) into Marvel's multiverse[image: External link].

In late 1994, Marvel acquired the comic book distributor Heroes World Distribution[image: External link] to use as its own exclusive distributor.[61] As the industry's other major publishers made exclusive distribution deals with other companies, the ripple effect resulted in the survival of only one other major distributor in North America, Diamond Comic Distributors Inc.[image: External link][62][63] Then, by the middle of the decade, the industry had slumped, and in December 1996 MEG filed for Chapter 11[image: External link] bankruptcy protection.[50] In early 1997, when Marvel's Heroes World endeavor failed, Diamond also forged an exclusive deal with Marvel[64]—giving the company its own section of its comics catalog Previews.[65]

In 1996, Marvel had some of its titles participate in "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]", a crossover that allowed Marvel to relaunch some of its flagship characters such as the Avengers[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], and outsource[image: External link] them to the studios of two of the former Marvel artists turned Image Comics founders, Jim Lee and Rob Liefeld. The relaunched titles, which saw the characters transported to a parallel universe with a history distinct from the mainstream Marvel Universe, were a solid success amidst a generally struggling industry,[66] but Marvel discontinued the experiment after a one-year run and returned the characters to the Marvel Universe proper.
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 Marvel Enterprises




In 1997, Toy Biz[image: External link] bought Marvel Entertainment Group to end the bankruptcy, forming a new corporation, Marvel Enterprises.[50] With his business partner Avi Arad[image: External link], publisher Bill Jemas[image: External link], and editor-in-chief Bob Harras[image: External link], Toy Biz co-owner Isaac Perlmutter[image: External link] helped stabilize the comics line.[67]

In 1998, the company launched the imprint Marvel Knights[image: External link], taking place just outside Marvel continuity with better production qualtity. The imprint was helmed by soon-to-become editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link]; it featured tough, gritty stories showcasing such characters as the Daredevil[image: External link],[68] Inhumans[image: External link] and Black Panther[image: External link].

With the new millennium, Marvel Comics emerged from bankruptcy and again began diversifying its offerings. In 2001, Marvel withdrew from the Comics Code Authority[image: External link] and established its own Marvel Rating System[image: External link] for comics. The first title from this era to not have the code was X-Force[image: External link] #119 (October 2001). Marvel also created new imprints[image: External link], such as MAX[image: External link] (an explicit-content line) and Marvel Adventures[image: External link] (developed for child audiences). In addition, the company created an alternate universe[image: External link] imprint, Ultimate Marvel[image: External link], that allowed the company to reboot[image: External link] its major titles by revising and updating its characters to introduce to a new generation.

Some of its characters have been turned into successful film franchises, such as the Men in Black[image: External link] movie series, starting in 1997, Blade movie series, starting in 1998, X-Men movie series, starting in 2000, and the highest grossing series Spider-Man, beginning in 2002.[69]

Marvel's Conan the Barbarian[image: External link] title stopped in 1993 after 275 issues. The Savage Sword of Conan magazine had 235 issues. Marvel published additional titles including miniseries until 2000 for a total of 650 issues. Conan was pick up by Dark Horse three years later.[38]

In a cross-promotion, the November 1, 2006, episode of the CBS soap opera The Guiding Light[image: External link], titled "She's a Marvel", featured the character Harley Davidson Cooper (played by Beth Ehlers[image: External link]) as a superheroine named the Guiding Light.[70] The character's story continued in an eight-page backup feature, "A New Light", that appeared in several Marvel titles published November 1 and 8.[71] Also that year, Marvel created a wiki[image: External link] on its Web site.[72]

In late 2007 the company launched Marvel Digital Comics Unlimited[image: External link], a digital archive of over 2,500 back issues available for viewing, for a monthly or annual subscription fee.[73]

In 2009 Marvel Comics closed its Open Submissions Policy, in which the company had accepted unsolicited samples from aspiring comic book artists, saying the time-consuming review process had produced no suitably professional work.[74] The same year, the company commemorated its 70th anniversary, dating to its inception as Timely Comics[image: External link], by issuing the one-shot Marvel Mystery Comics[image: External link] 70th Anniversary Special #1 and a variety of other special issues.[75][76]
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 Disney conglomerate unit




On August 31, 2009, The Walt Disney Company[image: External link] announced a deal to acquire Marvel Comics' parent corporation, Marvel Entertainment, for $4 billion[77] or $4.2 billion,[78] with Marvel shareholders[image: External link] to receive $30 and 0.745 Disney shares for each share of Marvel they own.[77] As of 2008, Marvel and its major, longtime competitor DC Comics[image: External link] shared over 80% of the American comic-book market.[79] As of September 2010, Marvel switched its bookstores distribution company from Diamond Book Distributors[image: External link] to Hachette Distribution Services[image: External link].[80]

Marvel relaunched the CrossGen[image: External link] imprint, owned by Disney Publishing Worldwide[image: External link], in March 2011.[81] Marvel and Disney Publishing began jointly publishing Disney/Pixar Presents magazine that May.[82]

Marvel discontinued its Marvel Adventures[image: External link] imprint in March 2012,[83] and replaced them with a line of two titles connected to the Marvel Universe TV block[image: External link].[84] Also in March, Marvel announced its Marvel ReEvolution initiative that included Infinite Comics,[85] a line of digital comics[image: External link], Marvel AR, an application software[image: External link] that provides an augmented reality[image: External link] experience to readers and Marvel NOW![image: External link], a relaunch of most of the company's major titles with different creative teams.[86][87] Marvel NOW! also saw the debut of new flagship titles including Uncanny Avengers[image: External link] and All-New X-Men[image: External link].[88]

In April 2013, Marvel and other Disney conglomerate components began announcing joint projects. With ABC[image: External link], a Once Upon a Time[image: External link] graphic novel was announced for publication in September.[89] With Disney, Marvel announced in October 2013 that in January 2014 it would release its first title under their joint "Disney Kingdoms" imprint "Seekers of the Weird", a five-issue miniseries.[78] On January 3, 2014, fellow Disney subsidiary Lucasfilm[image: External link] announced that as of 2015, Star Wars comics[image: External link] would once again be published by Marvel.[90]

Following the events of the company-wide crossover "Secret Wars[image: External link]" in 2015, a relaunched Marvel universe began in September 2015, called the All-New, All-Different Marvel[image: External link].[91]

Marvel Legacy was the company's Fall 2017 relaunch banner starting in September. The banner had comics with lenticular[image: External link] variant covers which required comic book stores to double their regular issue order to be able to order the variants. The owner of two Comix Experience stores complained about the set up of forcing retailers to be stuck with copies they can not sell for the variant that they can sell. With other complaints too, Marvel did adjust down requirements for new titles no adjustment was made for any other. Thus MyComicShop.com[image: External link] and at least 70 other comic book stores were boycotting these variant covers.[92] With a handful of Marvel movies, Guardians of the Galaxy Vol. 2, Logan, Thor: Ragnarok and Spider-Man: Homecoming, in theaters, none of those characters' titles were in the top 10 and even the Guardians of the Galaxy comic book series was canceled. Thus films do not have an impact on comic book sales.[93] Conan Properties International announced on January 12, 2018 that Conan would return to Marvel in early 2019.[38]

On January 19, 2018, it was announced that there would be big changes in Marvel Comics to expect from the deal between 21st Century Fox[image: External link] and the Walt Disney Company[image: External link].[94]
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 Officers





	Michael Z. Hobson, executive vice president;[95] Marvel Comics Group vice-president (1986)[96]


	
Stan Lee, Chairman and Publisher (1986)[96]


	Joseph Calamari, executive vice president (1986)[96]


	
Jim Shooter[image: External link], vice president and Editor-in-Chief (1986)[96]
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 Publishers





	Abraham Goodman, 1939[5]–?

	
Martin Goodman[image: External link], ?–1972[36]


	Charles "Chip" Goodman 1972[36]


	
Stan Lee, 1972 – October 1996[36][37][95]


	
Shirrel Rhoades[image: External link], October 1996 – October 1998[95]


	Winston Fowlkes, February 1998 – November 1999[95]


	
Bill Jemas[image: External link], February 2000 – 2003[95]


	
Dan Buckley[image: External link], 2003–[97]2018

	John Nee, 2018-present[98]
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 Editors-in-chief




Marvel's chief editor originally held the title of "editor". This head editor's title later became "editor-in-chief". Joe Simon[image: External link] was the company's first true chief-editor, with publisher Martin Goodman[image: External link], who had served as titular editor only and outsourced editorial operations.

In 1994 Marvel briefly abolished the position of editor-in-chief, replacing Tom DeFalco[image: External link] with five group editors-in-chief. As Carl Potts described the 1990s editorial arrangement:

Marvel reinstated the overall editor-in-chief position in 1995 with Bob Harras[image: External link].
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 Executive Editors




Originally called associate editor when Marvel's chief editor just carried the title of editor, the title of the next highest editorial position became executive editor under the chief editor title of editor-in-chief. The title of associate editor later was revived under the editor-in-chief as an editorial position in charge of few titles under the direction of an editor and without an assistant editor.


	Associate Editor





	
Chris Claremont[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] ?–1976

	Jim Shooter, January 5, 1976 – January 2, 1978[101]







	Executive Editor





	
Tom DeFalco[image: External link], 1987

	
Mark Gruenwald[image: External link], 1987–1994, senior editor: 1995–1996

	
Carl Potts[image: External link], Epic 1989–1994,[99] 1995–

	
Bob Budiansky[image: External link], early '90s – 1994[99]


	Bobbie Chase, 1995–2001

	
Tom Brevoort[image: External link], 2007–present[102]


	Axel Alonso, 2010 – January 2011[103]
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 Ownership





	
Martin Goodman[image: External link] (1939–1968)




	Parent corporation




	
Magazine Management Co.[image: External link] (1968–1973)

	
Cadence Industries[image: External link] (1973–1986)

	
Marvel Entertainment Group[image: External link] (1986–1998)

	
Marvel Enterprises

	Marvel Enterprises, Inc. (1998–2005)

	
Marvel Entertainment, Inc (2005–2009)

	Marvel Entertainment, LLC (2009–present, a wholly owned subsidiary of The Walt Disney Company[image: External link])
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 Offices




Located in New York City, Marvel has had successive headquarters:


	in the McGraw-Hill Building[image: External link],[5][104] where it originated as Timely Comics[image: External link] in 1939

	in suite 1401 of the Empire State Building[image: External link][104]


	at 635 Madison Avenue[image: External link] (the actual location, though the comic books' indicia[image: External link] listed the parent publishing-company's address of 625 Madison Ave.)[104]


	575 Madison Avenue;[104]


	387 Park Avenue South[104]


	
10 East 40th Street[image: External link][104]


	417 Fifth Avenue[image: External link][104]


	a 60,000-square-foot (5,600 m2) space at 135 W. 50th Street[105][106]
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 Market share




In 2017, Marvel held a 38.30% share of the comics market, compared to its competitor DC Comics[image: External link]' 33.93%.[107] By comparison, the companies respectively held 33.50% and 30.33% shares in 2013, and 40.81% and 29.94% shares in 2008.[108]
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 Marvel characters in other media




Marvel characters and stories have been adapted to many other media. Some of these adaptations were produced by Marvel Comics and its sister company, Marvel Studios, while others were produced by companies licensing Marvel material.
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 Games




In June 1993, Marvel issued hopw atefdwubnjkfodfkw, e;fod, oem its collectable caps for milk caps game[image: External link] under the Hero Caps brand.[109] In 2014, the Marvel Disk Wars: The Avengers[image: External link] Japanese TV series was launched together with a collectible game called Bachicombat, a game similar to the milk caps game, by Bandai[image: External link].[110]
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 Collectible card games




The RPG industry brought the development of the collectible card game[image: External link] (CCG) in the early 1990s which there were soon Marvel characters were featured in CCG of their own starting in 1995 with Fleer[image: External link]'s OverPower[image: External link] (1995–1999). Later collectible card game were:


	
Marvel Superstars[image: External link] (2010–?) Upper Deck Company[image: External link]


	
ReCharge Collectible Card Game[image: External link] (2001–? ) Marvel

	
Vs. System[image: External link] (2004–2009, 2014–) Upper Deck Company

	
X-Men Trading Card Game[image: External link] (2000–?) Wizards of the Coast[image: External link]
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 Role-playing




Main article: List of Marvel RPG supplements[image: External link]


TSR[image: External link] published the pen-and-paper role-playing game[image: External link] Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] in 1984. TSR then released in 1998 the Marvel Super Heroes Adventure Game[image: External link] which used a different system, the card-based SAGA system, than their first game. In 2003 Marvel Publishing published its own role-playing game, the Marvel Universe Roleplaying Game[image: External link], that used a diceless stone pool system.[111] In August 2011 Margaret Weis Productions[image: External link] announced it was developing a tabletop role-playing game[image: External link] based on the Marvel universe, set for release in February 2012 using its house Cortex Plus RPG system.[112]
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 Video games




Main article: List of video games based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Video games based on Marvel characters go back to 1984 and the Atari game, Spider-Man[image: External link]. Since then several dozen video games have been released and all have been produced by outside licensees. In 2014, Disney Infinity 2.0: Marvel Super Heroes[image: External link] was released that brought Marvel characters to the existing Disney[image: External link] sandbox video game.
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 Films




Main article: List of films based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


As of the start of September 2015, films based on Marvel's properties represent the highest-grossing U.S. franchise, having grossed over $7.7 billion [113] as part of a worldwide gross of over $18 billion.
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 Live shows





	
The Marvel Experience[image: External link] (2014–)

	
Marvel Universe Live![image: External link] (2014–) live arena show

	
Spider-Man Live![image: External link] (2002–2003)

	
Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark[image: External link] (2011–2014) a Broadway musical
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 Prose novels




Main articles: Marvel Books[image: External link] and Marvel Press[image: External link]


Marvel first licensed two prose novels to Bantam Books[image: External link], who printed The Avengers Battle the Earth Wrecker by Otto Binder[image: External link] (1967) and Captain America: The Great Gold Steal by Ted White[image: External link] (1968). Various publishers took up the licenses from 1978 to 2002. Also, with the various licensed films being released beginning in 1997, various publishers put out movie novelizations[image: External link].[114] In 2003, following publication of the prose young adult novel[image: External link] Mary Jane, starring Mary Jane Watson[image: External link] from the Spider-Man[image: External link] mythos, Marvel announced the formation of the publishing imprint[image: External link] Marvel Press[image: External link].[115] However, Marvel moved back to licensing with Pocket Books from 2005 to 2008.[114] With few books issued under the imprint, Marvel and Disney Books Group[image: External link] relaunched Marvel Press in 2011 with the Marvel Origin Storybooks line.[116]
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 Television programs




Main article: List of television series based on Marvel Comics[image: External link]


Many television series, both live-action and animated, have based their productions on Marvel Comics characters. These include series for popular characters such as Spider-Man, Iron Man, the Hulk, the Avengers, the X-Men, Fantastic Four, the Guardians of the Galaxy, Daredevil, Jessica Jones, Luke Cage, Iron Fist, the Punisher, the Defenders, S.H.I.E.L.D., Peggy Carter, Deadpool, Legion, and others. Additionally, a handful of television movies, usually also pilots, based on Marvel Comics characters have been made.
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 Theme parks




Marvel has licensed its characters for theme parks and attractions, including Marvel Super Hero Island at Universal Orlando[image: External link]'s Islands of Adventure[image: External link][117] in Orlando, Florida[image: External link], which includes rides based on their iconic characters and costumed performers, as well as The Amazing Adventures of Spider-Man[image: External link] ride cloned from Islands of Adventure to Universal Studios Japan[image: External link].[118]

Years after Disney purchased Marvel in late 2009, Walt Disney Parks and Resorts[image: External link] plans on creating original Marvel attractions at their theme parks,[119][120] with Hong Kong Disneyland[image: External link] becoming the first Disney theme park to feature a Marvel attraction[image: External link].[121][122] Due to the licensing agreement with Universal Studios, signed prior to Disney's purchase of Marvel, Walt Disney World and Tokyo Disney are barred from having Marvel characters in their parks.[123] However, this only includes characters Universal is currently using, other characters in their "families" (X-Men, Avengers, Fantastic Four, etc.), and the villains associated with said characters.[117] This clause has allowed Walt Disney World to have meet and greets, merchandise, attractions and more with other Marvel characters not associated with the characters at Islands of Adventures, such as Star-Lord[image: External link] and Gamora[image: External link] from Guardians of the Galaxy[124][125]
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 Imprints





	Disney Kingdoms[78]


	Marvel Comics

	
Marvel Press[image: External link], joint imprint with Disney Books Group[image: External link]


	
Icon Comics[image: External link] (creator owned)

	Infinite Comics[image: External link]

	Timely Comics[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Defunct






	Amalgam Comics[image: External link]

	CrossGen[image: External link]

	Curtis Magazines/Marvel Magazine Group

	Marvel Monsters Group





	
Epic Comics[image: External link] (creator owned) (1982–2004)

	
Malibu Comics[image: External link] (1994–1997)

	
Marvel 2099[image: External link] (1992–1998)

	Marvel Absurd[image: External link]

	Marvel Age/Adventures[image: External link]

	Marvel Books[image: External link]

	Marvel Edge[image: External link]

	Marvel Knights[image: External link]

	Marvel Illustrated[image: External link]

	Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link]

	Marvel Music[image: External link]

	Marvel Next[image: External link]

	Marvel Noir[image: External link]

	
Marvel UK[image: External link]

	Marvel Frontier





	MAX[image: External link]

	MC2[image: External link]

	New Universe[image: External link]

	
Paramount Comics[image: External link] (co-owned with Viacom[image: External link]'s Paramount Pictures[image: External link])

	Razorline[image: External link]
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 Notes







	
^ Apocryphal legend has it that in 1961, either Jack Liebowitz or Irwin Donenfeld of DC Comics (then known as National Periodical Publications) bragged about DC's success with the Justice League (which had debuted in The Brave and the Bold #28 [February 1960] before going on to its own title) to publisher Martin Goodman (whose holdings included the nascent Marvel Comics) during a game of golf.



However, film producer and comics historian Michael Uslan partly debunked the story in a letter published in Alter Ego #43 (December 2004), pp. 43–44
Goodman, a publishing trend-follower aware of the JLA's strong sales, confirmably directed his comics editor, Stan Lee, to create a comic-book series about a team of superheroes. According to Lee in Origins of Marvel Comics (Simon and Schuster/Fireside Books, 1974), p. 16: "Martin mentioned that he had noticed one of the titles published by National Comics seemed to be selling better than most. It was a book called The [sic] Justice League of America and it was composed of a team of superheroes. … ' If the Justice League is selling ', spoke he, 'why don't we put out a comic book that features a team of superheroes?'"
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X-Men: Days of Future Past






This article is about the 2014 film. For the comics storyline, see Days of Future Past[image: External link]. For other uses, see Days of Future Past (disambiguation)[image: External link].

X-Men: Days of Future Past is a 2014 American superhero film[image: External link] based on the fictional X-Men characters that appear in Marvel Comics. Directed by Bryan Singer, it is the seventh installment of the X-Men film series[image: External link] and acts as a sequel to both 2006's X-Men: The Last Stand and 2011's X-Men: First Class. The story, inspired by the 1981 Uncanny X-Men[image: External link] storyline "Days of Future Past[image: External link]" by Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link], focuses on two time periods, with Wolverine traveling back in time to 1973 to change history and prevent an event that results in doom for both humans and mutants. The film features an ensemble cast[image: External link], including Hugh Jackman, James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Halle Berry[image: External link], Anna Paquin[image: External link], Ellen Page[image: External link], Peter Dinklage[image: External link], Ian McKellen[image: External link], and Patrick Stewart[image: External link]. Simon Kinberg wrote the screenplay from a story he conceived with Jane Goldman[image: External link] and Matthew Vaughn[image: External link].

Vaughn had directed First Class and was set to return in Days of Future Past before leaving for Kingsman: The Secret Service. Thus Singer, who had directed the first two X-Men films, made his return as a director, and brought along most of the crew from those productions. With a budget of $200 million, principal photography began in Montreal[image: External link], Quebec[image: External link] in April 2013 and concluded in August the same year, with additional filming and pick-ups[image: External link] taking place in November 2013 and February 2014. Twelve companies handled the visual effects.

X-Men: Days of Future Past premiered in New York City on May 10, 2014, and was theatrically released on May 23. The film received positive reviews from critics. It is the second-best reviewed film in the X-Men film series following Logan, drawing favorable notices for its story, visual effects, action scenes, acting and thematic elements. During its theatrical run, the film earned over $747 million worldwide, making it the sixth highest-grossing film of 2014[image: External link], as well as the second highest-grossing film in the series behind Deadpool. The film received an Academy Award[image: External link] nomination for Best Visual Effects[image: External link], making it the first X-Men film to be nominated for an Oscar. A sequel, X-Men: Apocalypse, was released on May 27, 2016.
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In a dystopian future, Sentinels have been programmed to identify and hunt down mutants[image: External link] and their human allies who carry the mutant gene for extermination. During a Sentinel raid which overwhelms nearly every mutant in Russia, Kitty Pryde[image: External link] sends Bishop[image: External link]'s consciousness back in time[image: External link] a few days before the attack, in an effort to warn the X-Men so as to ensure their survival.

Professor Charles Xavier[image: External link] meets Kitty Pryde at a remote Chinese temple with other mutant survivors, and explains the history of the Sentinels, which were designed by Bolivar Trask[image: External link], whom Mystique assassinated in 1973; Mystique's DNA[image: External link] was then modified by scientists to advance the Sentinel program. Using Kitty's ability to send a mutant's consciousness back in time, Xavier and Magneto plan to alter history by preventing Trask’s assassination[image: External link]. While Xavier initially plans to be the candidate, Wolverine volunteers instead since his regenerative powers would allow him to survive the process.

After awakening in his younger body in 1973, Wolverine arrives at the X-Mansion, discovering the school has been shut down, and that the younger Xavier can walk, lacking his powers under a specialized serum suppressing his mutant abilities. Hoping to reunite with Mystique, Xavier agrees to help Wolverine bust Erik Lensherr out of his prison cell under the Pentagon[image: External link], aided by Hank McCoy and Peter Maximoff.

Mystique discovers Trask has been experimenting on mutants and in revenge plots to assassinate him at the Paris Peace Accords[image: External link]. Her vengeance results in failure after Xavier, Hank, and Wolverine intervene and Erik attempts to kill her to prevent the Sentinel takeover from happening. During a fight, Hank, Erik, and Mystique expose themselves as mutants to the world. Trask takes advantage of this event and successfully convinces President Richard Nixon to initialize the Sentinel program.

Erik (now Magneto) obtains his signature helmet to block out Xavier’s psychic powers, and secretly takes control of the constructed Sentinels. Xavier abandons the serum, regaining his mutant power, and communicates with his future self, who inspires him to protect the relationship between mutants and mankind. After using Cerebro to track Mystique, he, Hank and Wolverine take flight to Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and put an end to her assassination plot on Trask.

At a ceremony where Nixon unveils the Sentinels, Xavier, Hank, and Wolverine search for Mystique, disguised as a Secret Service[image: External link] agent. Magneto appears, controlling the Sentinels, and uses the Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium[image: External link] to surround the White House[image: External link]. Hank transforms into Beast and fights a Sentinel. Wolverine confronts Magneto, but is thrown far into the Potomac River[image: External link]. Nixon, Trask, and Mystique hide in a safe room beneath the White House, but Magneto rips it out of the building with the intention of killing the U.S. President.

In the future, the Sentinels launch an attack on the X-Men, slaying most of them, including Storm, while Magneto is wounded. In the present, Xavier persuades Mystique to spare Trask after she saves President Nixon from Magneto, altering history and erasing the Sentinels from existence. Magneto and Mystique both leave, one a criminal, the other a hero. Trask is put behind bars for attempting to sell U.S military secrets to Vietnamese officials.

Wolverine wakes up at the mansion in the present day to find Iceman[image: External link], Rogue[image: External link], Colossus[image: External link], Kitty[image: External link], Beast, Storm[image: External link], Jean Grey, Scott Summers[image: External link] and Xavier all alive. Wolverine speaks to Xavier, aware of the changes in history. Back in 1973, the younger Wolverine is rescued by Mystique, who is disguised as William Stryker.

In a post-credits scene[image: External link], an Egyptian crowd is seen chanting to En Sabah Nur, who telekinetically elevates building blocks to forge pyramids[image: External link] as four horsemen observe him from afar.[5][6]
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 Cast





	
Hugh Jackman as Logan / Wolverine





	A mutant with accelerated healing[image: External link], heightened animal-like senses, and—in 1973—retractable bone claws; in the future, his skeleton and claws are laced with adamantium[image: External link] in his body, making him virtually invulnerable. His healing factor also slows his ageing, allowing him to live above the lifespan of an ordinary human. Jackman noted how Wolverine driving the plot in spite of his gruff personality made for interesting story choices, as "if you want someone to go back to take someone’s head off, fantastic, but he’s really got to go back and almost act in parts as inspiration, as mentor, as guide, because he can’t do it all on his own, which is always his preferred method".[7]





	
James McAvoy and Patrick Stewart[image: External link] as Charles Xavier / Professor X





	A mutant pacifist and the world's most powerful telepath. He is also a founder of Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters, and leader of the X-Men. Singer described the younger Xavier as "a very different beast from First Class's feckless playboy. He's a wounded animal, bearded, long-haired, filled with rage at the way the world has treated him".[8] Kinberg said the film was intended to be the story of the younger Xavier beginning to "become the Professor Xavier we know" as Wolverine mentored him.[9]





	
Michael Fassbender and Ian McKellen[image: External link] as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto





	A powerful mutant who can manipulate magnetic fields. While he dissents with Xavier due to a wish to prove mutantkind's superiority[image: External link], they revert to being allies as Erik helps the X-Men battle against Sentinels in the future.




	
Jennifer Lawrence as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique





	A mutant with the shapeshifting ability, and also Xavier's childhood friend and adopted sister. Singer said Mystique "is less innocent, evolved, getting closer to where Mystique was in X-Men 2".[10] Lawrence had suffered skin irritations from the full body make-up used in First Class, and the process was changed so from the neck down it would be a bodysuit[image: External link],[11] whose zipper was digitally removed in post-production.[12] As a result, the make-up process was reduced from eight hours to three.[13] The make-up team at Legacy Effects[image: External link] sculpted Mystique's scales digitally, making them shorter in size and placed in a way that they would accentuate Lawrence's face.[14]





	
Nicholas Hoult and Kelsey Grammer[image: External link] as Dr. Henry "Hank" McCoy / Beast





	A mutant with super-strength, agility, reflexes and enhanced speed. Hoult plays the character in scenes set in 1973 while Grammer makes a cameo appearance as Beast in the future setting.[15] The cameo was added because the writers felt Hoult's Beast was "such a sweet, young character" that audiences would want to learn he survived.[16] Once Grammer learned of this opportunity to return as Beast, a character he had enjoyed playing in The Last Stand, he called Singer asking to get involved, and was flown from New York in secret to avoid drawing attention.[17]





	
Halle Berry[image: External link] as Ororo Munroe / Storm





	A mutant who can manipulate weather and one of the most battle-tested and powerful X-Men. Asked if her pregnancy affected her role, Berry replied, "I wasn't in as much as I was meant to be. My ever-growing belly was posing a constant challenge! What I could do was getting more limited so the role that I play is so different from what it could have been, due to my surprise pregnancy".[18] According to Kinberg, Berry had another scene in the film that was cut because of Berry's limited schedule.[19]





	
Anna Paquin[image: External link] as Marie / Rogue[image: External link]





	A mutant who can absorb the life force and mutant abilities of anyone she touches. Kinberg wrote a shorter part for Paquin than initially planned because she did not have much time to be on-set.[19] During post-production, Paquin's role was reduced to a cameo after most of her scenes were cut; these scenes were later restored on an alternate version of the film, which was released to home media.[20][21][22][23] According to Kinberg, Rogue was to be rescued by the future Magneto and Xavier to provide the elder characters a mission, "something like Unforgiven[image: External link]". Eventually the producers felt it was a subplot that did "not service the main story", and reshot scenes to replace them.[24] However, she was still featured in the film's various promotional materials.[25][26] Paquin later stated that she still had fun making the film and did not mind that the majority of her scenes had been cut from it.[27][28]





	
Ellen Page[image: External link] as Kitty Pryde / Shadowcat[image: External link]





	A mutant who can pass through solid objects. As the youngest member of the X-Men, she plays an important role in their fight for survival.[29] Singer described Pryde as the prime facilitator and that Pryde's phasing ability enables time-travel to happen.[30] Kinberg, when asked why Pryde is not the time-traveler in the film adaptation of the comic-book story, said, "[If] we tried to follow the original and use Kitty, we had a problem because Ellen is 25 years old and she'd be -20 in the First Class era".[9]





	
Shawn Ashmore[image: External link] as Bobby Drake / Iceman[image: External link]





	A mutant who can create and manipulate ice. Ashmore said about his role, "In the first X-Men I had to make a rose for Rogue but that was the extent of the character, so it's cool to see over these four movies going from that to X2—where you sort of see him do an ice wall—and in X3 he finally gets to battle, and in Days of Future Past we're soldiers".[31]





	
Omar Sy[image: External link] as Bishop[image: External link]





	A mutant who can absorb energy and redirect it in kinetic blasts. Singer said Bishop, along with Warpath, Sunspot and Blink, are not fresh recruits. He said, "they're more refugees that are living day to day in this hideously ruined world. They don't have much hope in the future. They're on the run and they join forces with the remaining X-Men to try to do this one last attempt at fixing the world".[32]





	
Peter Dinklage[image: External link] as Bolivar Trask[image: External link]





	A military scientist and the head of Trask Industries who creates a range of robots called Sentinels, designed to find and destroy mutants. Dinklage said Trask "sees what he's doing as a good thing—[his ambition is] definitely blind and he's quite arrogant. He has striven all his life for a certain respect and attention". He also said Trask is opposed by Richard Nixon.[33] Singer said he is a fan of Dinklage and of the television series Game of Thrones in which Dinklage stars as Tyrion Lannister[image: External link], which inspired him to cast Dinklage.[19]





	
Evan Peters as Peter Maximoff / Quicksilver





	A mutant who can move, speak and think at supersonic speeds. Peters described Quicksilver as "very fast, he talks quick, he moves quick. Everything else is very slow compared to him, it's like he's always at the ATM waiting for the bastard in front of him to finish".[34]





	
Josh Helman as Major William Stryker





	A military officer who hates mutants. Helman was originally chosen to play a younger version of Juggernaut[image: External link] before that character was removed from the script.[35] Brian Cox[image: External link], who portrayed Stryker in X2, appears in archive footage.




	
Daniel Cudmore[image: External link] as Peter Rasputin / Colossus[image: External link]





	A mutant who can transform his body into organic steel, which grants him superhuman strength, stamina, and durability while in that form. Cudmore was asked whether he trained for his role, he replied, "I didn't have a ton of time to get film ready for this. A trainer friend of mine from Vancouver put together a quick little workout program for me. Since the role was for Colossus, I was aiming to bulk up a bit and get stronger. I ended up eating a lot more. Because of how much I was eating, I had to eat every 2-3 hours to keep my calories up".[36]





	
Fan Bingbing[image: External link] as Blink[image: External link]





	A mutant who has the ability to create portals to teleport. Fan said the film was the first of a five X-Men movie contract she signed with 20th Century Fox.[37]





	
Adan Canto[image: External link] as Sunspot[image: External link]





	A mutant with an ability to project solar energy, create flames and solar-powered strength and flight.[38] To prepare for the role, Canto researched Sunspot because when he was cast, he did not know the level of involvement his character has in the film.[39]





	
Booboo Stewart[image: External link] as Warpath[image: External link]





	A mutant and expert tracker with super agility, reflexes, acute senses and enhanced strength. In preparation for the role, Stewart gained 50 pounds and grew his hair much longer than its usual length.[40]




Additionally, Famke Janssen[image: External link] and James Marsden[image: External link] reprise their roles as Jean Grey and Scott Summers / Cyclops respectively in cameo appearances. Lucas Till reprises his role as Alex Summers / Havok. Evan Jonigkeit[image: External link] portrays Mortimer Toynbee / Toad[image: External link]. Gregg Lowe[image: External link] portrays Eric Gitter / Ink[image: External link]. X-Men comic-book writers Len Wein[image: External link] and Chris Claremont[image: External link] appear as United States congressmen. Michael Lerner[image: External link] plays Senator Brickman. Mark Camacho[image: External link] portrays U.S. President Richard Nixon. Singer cameos as a man with a small film camera as Magneto walks away after Mystique's escape in Paris. In a post-credits scene, Brendan Pedder portrays the ancient mutant, En Sabah Nur.[41]
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 Production
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 Development




Producer Lauren Shuler Donner stated in August 2006 that a continuation of the X-Men main film series would require a renegotiation. New cast members of X-Men: The Last Stand were signed, while the older cast members were not.[42] Donner said, "There is forty years worth of stories. I've always wanted to do 'Days of Future Past' and there are just really a lot of stories yet to be told".[43] She later pitched the idea of a fourth installment of the X-Men franchise to director Bryan Singer, following the completion of the 2011 prequel X-Men: First Class.[44] In March 2011, Donner said the film was in "active development at Fox"; she said, "We took the treatment to Fox and they love it... And X4 leads into X5".[45]

20th Century Fox[image: External link] saw X-Men: First Class as the first film of a new X-Men trilogy.[46] Donner compared the franchise plans to the darker, more mature content of the Harry Potter film series[image: External link].[47] Early reports said Matthew Vaughn[image: External link] and Singer were returning to direct and produce the sequel, respectively.[48] While still attached to the project as a director, Vaughn said, "First Class is similar to Batman Begins[image: External link], where you have the fun of introducing the characters and getting to know them, but that takes time. But with the second one, you can just get on with it and have a rollicking good time. That's the main difference between Batman Begins and The Dark Knight[image: External link]".[49] Describing the possible beginning of the film, Vaughn said, "I thought it would be fun to open with the Kennedy assassination, and we reveal that the magic bullet was controlled by Magneto".[50] Singer said the film could be set around the civil rights movement[image: External link] or the Vietnam War,[51] and that Wolverine could once again be featured.[52] Singer also talked about "changing history" in an interview with Empire magazine. He said he does not want people to panic about events in the past "erasing" the storylines of the previous X-Men films, as he believes in multiverses[image: External link], explaining the possibility of certain events can exist equally in the histories of alternate universes.[53]
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 Writing




Kinberg said the main focus of this film was the future of the X-Men film series. With the use of cast members from the original trilogy and from First Class, they needed to decide the sequels' destination.[19] In preparation for the film, Kinberg studied films about time travel, including Back to the Future[image: External link], The Terminator[image: External link], and Terminator 2: Judgment Day[image: External link]. Singer originated a philosophy and a set of rules for the time travel in the film so the story would be as plausible as possible.[19]

According to Kinberg, as they were writing the script, they thought it is sensible that Wolverine was traveling between time periods, because of his ageless look and ability to heal rapidly.[19] He further stated of making Wolverine the time traveler, "We made the decision for a lot of reasons ... he's the protagonist of the franchise, and probably the most beloved character to a mass audience".[54] Kinberg and Vaughn considered Bishop and Cable[image: External link] candidates for the role of time traveler.[9] Kinberg said Rachel Summers[image: External link] was in the first draft of the script; she sent Wolverine back to 1973. The character was later replaced with Kitty Pryde, to whom Kinberg gave a secondary power of sending people's consciousnesses into the past.[55] Juggernaut, Jubilee, Nightcrawler and Psylocke were also considered for the film.[56][57][58][59]

Singer was asked how the film integrates the themes of the earlier X-Men films; he said, "It establishes that some villain characters may have been right with their fears. It confronts the notions of hope and second chances. It's characters that are lost trying to find themselves. In X-Men 1 and 2, the characters had come into their own and knew who they were. In this one, they're all lost and they're trying to keep it together".[60]
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 Pre-production




In November 2011, Simon Kinberg—co-writer of X-Men: The Last Stand and co-producer of X-Men: First Class—was hired to write the film's screenplay.[61] In May 2012, 20th Century Fox announced the film would be released on July 18, 2014.[62] The release was later moved forward to May 23, 2014.[63] In August 2012, the title for the film was confirmed to be X-Men: Days of Future Past. The film is inspired by Chris Claremont and John Byrne[image: External link]'s X-Men comic book storyline, "Days of Future Past", which introduced the idea of an alternate future for mutants that grew from the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants[image: External link]' killing of a senator, leading to a future in which mutants are hunted by Sentinels.[64]

In October 2012, Vaughn left the role of director to focus on Mark Millar[image: External link]'s Kingsman: The Secret Service (2014).[65] Singer was later announced as the film's director; it was his third directorial role in the X-Men[image: External link] film series.[66] In preparation for the film, Singer approached James Cameron[image: External link] to discuss time travel[image: External link], string theory[image: External link] and multiverses.[67] In the same month, Richard Stammers[image: External link] was approached to be the visual effects supervisor, as Singer liked his work in the 2012 film Prometheus[image: External link].[68]

Singer brought back most of the crew he had in X-Men and X2. In December 2012, two long-absent designers were hired: production designer John Myhre[image: External link], who had only done X-Men, and costume designer Louise Mingenbach —who also did X2 and X-Men Origins: Wolverine.[69][70] In February 2013, John Ottman—who aside from X-Men, collaborated on all of Singer's works since the 1995 film The Usual Suspects—was confirmed to work on the music[image: External link] and the editing[image: External link] of the film.[71]
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 Casting




Singer used the online social networking service Twitter[image: External link] to announce casting of the film.[72] In November 2012, he announced that James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence and Nicholas Hoult would reprise their roles from X-Men: First Class. Later the same month, he announced that Patrick Stewart and Ian McKellen would reprise their respective roles as the older versions of the characters played by McAvoy and Fassbender.[73][74][75] In December, Singer announced that Hugh Jackman would reprise his role as Wolverine.[76]

In January 2013, Singer announced that Anna Paquin, Shawn Ashmore, and Ellen Page would reprise their roles of Rogue, Iceman, and Kitty Pryde.[77][78] In February, Singer announced that Peter Dinklage[image: External link] would star in the film as the main antagonist.[79] In March, Singer announced that French actor Omar Sy[image: External link] had joined the cast.[80] Halle Berry said in an interview that she would reprise her role as Storm, which was followed by an announcement from Singer that Berry would be in the film.[81][82] Singer tweeted a picture of the cast, which confirmed that Daniel Cudmore would return as Colossus and that Fan Bingbing and Booboo Stewart had joined the cast.[83]

In April, Singer announced that American singer and songwriter Lady Gaga[image: External link] had joined the cast as Dazzler,[84] but it was later revealed as an April Fools' Day[image: External link] prank.[72] Singer retweeted a photograph of himself, Adan Canto, and confirmed cast members Patrick Stewart, McKellen, and Ashmore, which was followed by a confirmation from Canto that he had joined the cast.[85] In May, Singer announced that Evan Peters had been cast as Quicksilver.[86] In June, Australian actor Josh Helman was cast in a role.[87] In July, Singer tweeted a picture of actor Lucas Till on the set of the film, which confirmed that he was returning as Havok.[88] In January 2014, Evan Jonigkeit had been cast as the younger version of Toad.[89]
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 Filming




X-Men: Days of Future Past had a production budget of $200 million.[3] Principal photography began on April 15, 2013, at Mel's Cité du Cinema in Montreal[image: External link], Canada, and ended on August 17, 2013.[90][91][92] Filming had to begin in April 2013 to accommodate the cast's individual schedules.[19] Olympic Stadium[image: External link], Montreal City Hall[image: External link], and McGill University[image: External link] were also used as filming locations.[93][94] An aerial plate unit was sent to film in Washington, D.C.[68] Additional filming took place in Montreal in November 2013 and February 2014.[95][96] According to the Calgary Herald[image: External link], the film is the second most expensive produced by 20th Century Fox after Avatar[image: External link] (2009).[97] Comic book writer Chris Claremont said in an interview that he was consulted for the film.[98]

X-Men: Days of Future Past is the first X-Men film to be filmed in native 3D[image: External link]; it was shot using Arri Alexa[image: External link]-M cameras with Leica Prime lenses and Fujinon Zoom lenses, along with 3ality Technica[image: External link] TS-35 camera rigs and Stereo Image Processor (SIP) technology systems.[99][100] Director of photography Newton Thomas Sigel was asked about using Arri Alexa-M cameras; he said, "For Bryan and myself, the Alexa has been almost the gateway to getting the look we like in film". Sigel added that the Arri Alexa-M camera's small size was a big advantage to the film's main unit, which carried three 3D rigs. The film also used the Alexa XTs for the production's 2D work.[101]

Production designer John Myhre said his work load was "six months squeeze[d] down in to 3-4 months", given the sets were massive but he did not have the usual time to design and build before principal photography began. The lue underground hallways and Cerebro sets were faithful recreations of the sets seen in the first X-Men, albeit ransacked and damaged to imply the government had raided the mansion.[69] The sets had many hidden "Xs", including the staircase of the X-Mansion. Myrhe said he wanted to embrace the 1970s setting in the same way First Class embraced its 1960s setting,[19] and costume designer Louise Mingenbach also drew heavily from 1970s styles for the clothing seen in the 1973 scenes. Hoult wore corduroys, Jackman a wooden-paneled buckle and a peacock-print shirt, and McAvoy wore a brown leather jacket. Peters wore 1981-inspired clothing; this was Mingenbach's way of showing Quicksilver's irreverence for the exact time and place. In one scene, Mingenbach gave Fassbender as the younger Erik Lehnsherr a fedora as a nod to the one the character wore in the first X-Men film.[12] For the future period of the film, Mingenbach wanted a darker, slightly futuristic and tactical look for the characters. This included changing the suit Patrick Stewart had previously worn as Xavier to battle fatigues.[12]

The Sentinels had two separate versions, to depict how the earlier prototypes built by Trask in the 1970s evolved into the adaptable killing machines of the dystopian future.[102] Singer described the 1973 version as "a little fun and stylish but also a little retro", with a key element being that they are made of plastic to be unaffected by Magneto's powers. Myhre used styles from molded plastics from the 1970s to design Sentinels from that period,[19] and cited inspiration from both the cars of the decade and "those wonderful TV sets that were round with smoked glass panels". The overall style was bulky to fit "the traditional idea of a robot looks like",[102] and drew the most from the comics version, such as the purple color and a humanoid shape, while trying to stand out on its own with its retro design.[103] The robots' ability to fly was compared to a Harrier Jump Jet[image: External link], as the Sentinels had vertical takeoff[image: External link] and could glide. Life-sized Sentinels were built by Legacy Effects[image: External link] to be featured on the set, and had articulated joints to be fully poseable. The sound effects averted metallic noises, while adding woof[image: External link] effects on the Sentinels' footsteps to display its weight on the ground.[102]

On the other hand, the future Sentinels would resemble "giant versions of Mystique" to show how their technological development was based on studying the shapeshifting mutant's DNA. Thus their design is sleek and feminine, with a body covered in mechanical scales that move during the process of adapting to a mutant's attack, while also featuring angular and dark faces to enhance the intimidation. The future robots would feature what Singer described as "biomechanical technology to transform to adapt to other mutants, to take on their physicality and some of their powers to use against mutantkind", which the director imagined to be fueled by nanotechnology[image: External link] and "the ability to really change things almost at a molecular level". The Sentinels' heads would also open up as an extra weapon, and for straighter combat the robots could create blades and spikes out of their limbs. The crackling sound of the robots' scales was made by rubbing riveted belts on shale[image: External link] rocks.[14][102]

For the future setting of the film, a set featuring a hillside monastery was built. Myhre was inspired by Chinese temples built on the sides of cliffs. The future set also featured a mixture of architectural styles from China, India, and Indonesia. Part of the set was a big wall, which was inspired by the Great Wall of China[image: External link].[103]
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 Visual effects




X-Men: Days of Future Past had 1,311 visual effects shots produced by twelve studios. Richard Stammer served as the overall effects supervisor based on his work for Prometheus[image: External link].[68] The leading company was Moving Picture Company[image: External link], who created the future Sentinels and worked on the sequences involving the X-Jet and Cerebro's red virtual world.[68] The Sentinels' scaled bodies were created by adapting a tool originally developed to create hair and fur, which would later evolve into creating a proxy representation of each individual scale as a " follicle[image: External link]".[14] Another major contributor was Digital Domain[image: External link], with effects from the 1973 portion that encompassed nearly a third of the work. These included the Sentinels, Mystique's transformations and eyes, and various digital environments. Digital augmentation turned a remote airstrip into a Vietnam prisoner camp and added Paris' famed mansard rooftops[image: External link] to the Montreal locations. The environment work based on Washington, D.C. required the team to study period references of the National Mall[image: External link] and White House[image: External link], and photograph almost all of RFK Stadium to create a detailed digital replica.[104] Rising Sun Pictures[image: External link] created a sequence considered by many reviewers the centerpiece of the film's effects, where Quicksilver uses his super speed in the Pentagon kitchen. Depicting how, to a speedster, actions in real time come down to a virtual standstill, objects float around in slow motion[image: External link]. After doing LIDAR[image: External link] scan of the kitchen set, the digital recreation added many computer generated props[image: External link] - cooking gear, cutlery, vegetables and water released by a fire sprinkler system[image: External link] - rendered in near microscopic detail regarding placement and lighting, particularly because the footage had to work in 3D. To simulate Quicksilver running on the walls, Evan Peters and a stunt double were filmed in both the set being suspended by a harness and on a treadmill that stood in front of a chroma key[image: External link] green screen. Only Peters' legs were digitally replaced.[14][105] Despite the sequence only having 29 effects shots,[68] it required nearly seven months of work from RSP's team of 70 artists.[106]

Rhythm and Hues Studios[image: External link] worked on Beast's transformations, the creation of Xavier's plane, and speed effects for Quicksilver. They also worked with Digital Domain on the sequence featuring the inside of the 1973 Sentinel. Mokko Studio worked on Mystique's eyes and costume fixes. Cinesite[image: External link] worked on the future New York City in the opening prologue along with clean-ups, wire removals, and production fixes. Fuel VFX worked on holographic effects and Havok's mutant powers. Vision Globale worked on visual effects relating to a dream and flashback sequence. Hydraulx[image: External link], Lola and Method Studios[image: External link] handled a number of compositions and production fixes. The Third Floor worked on extensive story-boarding and visualisation.[68]
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 Music




Director Bryan Singer’s regular collaborator John Ottman worked on the score of the film, in addition to being its editor.[107] Ottman is the first composer to score more than one film in the X-Men film series, having previously scored X2 (2003). This also marked the first time a theme from a previous X-Men film has been retained; Ottman re-used some of his themes from X2, most notably the main title theme. While Ottman retained the same style of "lyrical and build upon character themes that would weave in and out of the film and done in a straight orchestral sense" that he had used in X2, following Singer's request he tried to compose "something more 'modern'" that could be compared to other contemporary superhero scores, and not follow Henry Jackman[image: External link]' score for First Class. The 1970s setting inspired the inclusion of " synthesized[image: External link] elements with some analog synths and electric piano and bass and some guitar".[108] The film score was released on digital download[image: External link] on May 16, 2014, on CD[image: External link] on May 26, 2014, and on vinyl[image: External link] on August 4, 2014.[109][110][111] The Rogue Cut also got a soundtrack album, released on July 10, 2015, by Sony Classical Records[image: External link].[112]
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 Release




The world premiere of X-Men: Days of Future Past occurred at the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center[image: External link] in New York City on May 10, 2014.[113][114] It was released in international markets in 2D and 3D theaters on May 21, 2014, and in the United States on May 23, 2014.[3] Premiere events were also held in London[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link], Singapore[image: External link], São Paulo[image: External link], Melbourne[image: External link], and Tokyo[image: External link].[115]
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 Marketing




In June 2013, 20th Century Fox presented a set tour video of X-Men: Days of Future Past at the CineEurope conference in Barcelona[image: External link]; director Bryan Singer acted as the tour guide.[116] The set tour video was included with the home video release of the 2013 film The Wolverine.[117] In July 2013, Singer, writer Simon Kinberg, producers Lauren Shuler Donner and Hutch Parker, together with cast members Jennifer Lawrence, Evan Peters, Omar Sy, Ellen Page, Shawn Ashmore, Anna Paquin, Halle Berry, Ian McKellen, Patrick Stewart, Hugh Jackman, James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Nicholas Hoult, and Peter Dinklage presented at the 2013 San Diego Comic-Con International. Footage from the film was screened.[118] In August 2013, Singer presented footage from the film at the Fantasia International Film Festival[image: External link].[119] In March 2014, 20th Century Fox presented footage from the film at CinemaCon[image: External link].[120] In April 2014, Page presented footage from the film at the 2014 MTV Movie Awards[image: External link]. Kinberg and Dinklage attended WonderCon[image: External link] to discuss the film.[121][122] Singer withdrew from the publicity rounds for the film because of a lawsuit alleging sexual abuse filed against him.[123] In July 2014, 20th Century Fox and Oculus Rift[image: External link] presented a "virtual reality experience" in 2014 San Diego Comic-Con International. Attendees were given a chance to sit in a replica of Professor X's wheelchair and virtually hunt Mystique in the San Diego Convention Center.[124]

In July 2013, a mid-credits scene[image: External link] teasing X-Men: Days of Future Past was attached to the theatrical release of The Wolverine.[125] The scene, set two years after the events of The Wolverine, depicts Wolverine going through an airport security checkpoint while a commercial for Trask Industries plays in the background. Suddenly, Wolverine notices that all the metal objects around him start to shake and levitate. He turns around to see Magneto, who says he needs Wolverine's help to combat a threat to all mutants. When Wolverine asks Magneto why he should trust him, the people around them freeze as Xavier approaches Wolverine and assures him that Magneto is telling the truth. Adam Pockross of Yahoo! Movies[image: External link] described the mid-credits scene as the coolest part of The Wolverine and wrote, "Boom! And that's how you tease the next film: by giving us so much to chew on, yet so few answers".[126]

The first official trailer for X-Men: Days of Future Past was released in October 2013.[127] Jason Callina of Herald News[image: External link] gave the trailer a positive response, saying, "it is fantastic to see characters that I grew up with in the flesh ... we still have to wait till the end of May to see if Fox succeeded, but for now they have my interest".[128] Ben Child of The Guardian[image: External link] criticized the trailer for the number of characters that will appear in the film. Child wrote, "overloading the movie with superheroes might please fans of the comic books, but the rest of us will be chewing on our own spleens when the umpteenth brightly coloured dude turns up to spout one line of dialogue, then drop off the map".[129]

A mid-credits scene teasing X-Men: Days of Future Past was attached to the theatrical release of The Amazing Spider-Man 2 in April 2014. In the scene, which is set during the Vietnam War, Mystique tries to infiltrate a military camp led by William Stryker to recruit fellow mutants Havok, Ink, and Toad. The Amazing Spider-Man 2 director Marc Webb[image: External link] had an existing contract with Fox Searchlight Pictures[image: External link] to direct another film following 500 Days of Summer[image: External link] (2009). After The Amazing Spider-Man, Webb's negotiations with Sony Pictures Entertainment[image: External link] stalled because of his commitment to Fox. Fox eventually agreed to allow Webb to direct the sequel of The Amazing Spider-Man, and in exchange, Sony promoted the X-Men film without charge.[130] In addition, three viral websites were launched before the release of the film—Trask-Industries.com in July 2013, TheBentBullet.com in November 2013 and 25Moments.com in April 2014.[131][132][133] To further promote the film, Jackman made a guest appearance on the April 28, 2014, episode of WWE Raw[image: External link].[134][135][136] The segment received mixed reactions.[137]
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 Promotional partners




In July 2013, CKE Restaurant Holdings, Inc.[image: External link] and 20th Century Fox announced a promotional partnership for the theatrical release of X-Men: Days of Future Past. The promotion included advertising, in-restaurant merchandising, collectors' cups, and a film-themed burger—The Western "X-Tra" Bacon Thickburger[138] sold it CKE Restaurants outlets Hardee's[image: External link] and Carl's Jr.[image: External link]. Zachary Eller, senior vice president of marketing partnerships & promotions at 20th Century Fox, said, "their fun and irreverent advertising campaigns are a great fit with our film and we couldn't be more thrilled to join together to feed mutants everywhere!".[139]

Mountain Dew[image: External link] partnered with the film to promote it globally; the promotion included prizes, a television commercial, online exclusives, in-store and in-theater advertisements, and commemorative packaging featuring X-Men characters from future and past. Anna Roca, senior vice president of international promotions at 20th Century Fox, stated, "The adventurous, energetic attitude of [Mountain Dew's] fan base mirrors the franchise's own—and their international reach helps bring our beloved mutants to more corners of the world than ever before".[140]

In March 2014, Virgin Trains[image: External link] launched an 11-car Pendolino[image: External link] train, which featured the film characters on the carriages, at London's Euston[image: External link] station to promote the film. Hugh Jackman and James McAvoy attended the launch.[141]

Kia Motors collaborated with 20th Century Fox to promote the home media release of the film with a Wolverine-themed Sorento[image: External link]. The SUV made its debut at the 2015 Australian Open[image: External link], with a series of videos featuring Rafael Nadal teaming up with the X-Men to save the tennis event from the Sentinels.[142]
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 Home media




In June 2014, cable network FX[image: External link] acquired the television rights to X-Men: Days of Future Past.[143] The film was released by 20th Century Fox Home Entertainment on digital download on September 23, 2014, and on DVD, Blu-ray and Blu-ray 3D on October 14, 2014.[144] In the United Kingdom, it was released on November 10, 2014.[145] Three versions were released; a Deluxe Edition containing the Blu-ray 3D, Blu-ray and digital download; a Blu-ray and digital download combo pack; and a single-disc DVD.[144]
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 The Rogue Cut




20th Century Fox Home Entertainment released an alternate version of the film, titled The Rogue Cut, on July 14, 2015. It added 17 minutes of previously unused footage, including a subplot involving Anna Paquin's character Rogue[image: External link], whose role was reduced to a brief cameo in the theatrical release.[146] The Rogue Cut was also screened at the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con International.[147]

In the Rogue Cut, Rogue's role is more consequential, and the narrative is more complex: When Kitty Pryde is accidentally wounded after Wolverine's consciousness experiences a phase between past and future from seeing Stryker in 1973, Bobby Drake (Iceman) proposes breaking into the heavily guarded remains of Cerebro at the former X-Mansion, the one place where Xavier's mind cannot reach others from the outside, in order to rescue Rogue, who is being held captive there. Xavier, Magneto, and Iceman succeed in rescuing Rogue, but at the cost of Iceman's life. Rogue uses her power to take over for Kitty in regards to keeping Wolverine's mind in 1973, for the remaining time until the moment history is changed, with a suggestion that Wolverine is aware of the switch as he appears to feel Rogue's presence. The Sentinels are able to find the X-Men through a tracking device inside a Sentinel's hand that was severed from the X-Jet during their escape. In another scene, Mystique visits the X-Mansion at night, revisits her previous romance with Beast, and destroys Cerebro the next morning in order to prevent Xavier from finding her. A new mid-credits scene shows Bolivar Trask imprisoned at the Pentagon cell for selling military secrets to foreign countries.
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 Reception





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Box office




Worldwide, X-Men: Days of Future Past earned $262.8 million during its opening weekend, the highest worldwide opening weekend for an X-Men film.[148] The film grossed $233.9 million in the USA & Canada and $513.9 million in other markets for a worldwide gross of $747.9 million, making it the highest-grossing entry in the X-Men film series before being surpassed by Deadpool two years later.[3]

In the United States and Canada, the film earned $8.1 million from Thursday night showings, which is the highest late night opening for an X-Men film.[149] It was also the highest-grossing film during its opening weekend, earning $90.8 million, which made it the second-highest opening weekend of the series, at the time, behind X-Men: The Last Stand ($102.8 million).[150] During the four-day Memorial Day weekend, it earned $110.6 million.[150] The audience was 56% male and 59% were older than 25.[150]

Elsewhere, the film was the highest-grossing film during its opening weekend, taking $172 million, making it Fox International's highest opening weekend.[151] The film's highest-grossing debuts were in China, South Korea, the United Kingdom, Ireland, and Malta.[152] It was also the highest-grossing debut for a 20th Century Fox film in 11 markets, including South Korea, Brazil, the Philippines, and India.[150] It became the highest-grossing X-Men film in Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Brazil, China, Colombia, Croatia, Czech Republic, Denmark, Ecuador, Egypt, Finland, France, Hong Kong, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Malaysia, Lebanon, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, the Philippines, Poland, Singapore, Slovakia, South Korea, Sweden, Thailand, the United Kingdom & Ireland, and Venezuela.[152] [153][154][155][156][157][158]
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 Critical response




On review aggregator Rotten Tomatoes[image: External link] X-Men: Days of Future Past has an approval rating of 90% based on 296 reviews, with an average rating of 7.5/10. The site's critical consensus reads, "X-Men: Days of Future Past combines the best elements of the series to produce a satisfyingly fast-paced outing that ranks among the franchise's finest installments".[159] On Metacritic, the film has a score of 74 out of 100, based on 43 critics, indicating "generally favorable reviews".[160] Audiences polled by CinemaScore gave the film an average grade of "A" on an A+ to F scale.[150]

Sean O'Connell of Cinema Blend gave the film four and a half stars out of five, and said it was "the greatest, most complete and staggeringly entertaining [X-Men film] to date".[161] Empire[image: External link] gave it four out of five stars and called it, "The best X-Men film since the second one".[162] Steve Rose of The Guardian[image: External link] rated the film three stars out of five; he said, "Non-devotees might struggle, but director Bryan Singer whips up the action towards a symphonic climax".[163] David Rooney of The Hollywood Reporter said, "While it's more dramatically diffuse than the reboot and lacks a definitive villain, the new film is shot through with a stirring reverence for the Marvel Comics characters and their universe".[164] Justin Chang of Variety said, "If the characters' quandaries at times feel overly circumscribed, they're also advanced with a bracing emotional directness, devoid of either cynicism or sentimentalism, that touches genuine chords of feeling over the course of the film’s fleet 130-minute [sic] running time".[165] In 2016, James Charisma of Playboy[image: External link] ranked the film #8 on a list of 15 Sequels That Are Way Better Than The Originals.[166]

In contrast, Robbie Collin of The Daily Telegraph[image: External link] rated the film two stars out of five and called the plot "a curate's egg, thoroughly scrambled". He concluded, "The film squanders both of its casts, reeling from one fumbled set-piece to the next. It seems to have been constructed in a stupor, and you watch in a daze of future past".[167] Simon Abrams, writing for RogerEbert.com[image: External link], gave the film two-and-a-half stars out of four, calling it a "visually driven and paint-by-numbers-plot". Abrams was critical of the undeveloped subplots that built up because the film's pacing left little time to develop each element of the story set in the 1970s.[168]
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 Sequel




In December 2013, Singer announced X-Men: Apocalypse, an X-Men film acting as a sequel to X-Men: Days of Future Past.[185] Singer directed from a script by Simon Kinberg, Dan Harris, and Michael Dougherty.[186] Kinberg said it would take place in 1983 and would also complete a trilogy that began with X-Men: First Class. Released in 2016, Apocalypse features the ancient mutant En Sabah Nur, who was introduced in the Days of Future Past post-credits scene,[5] awakening in the 1980s and deciding to destroy modern civilization and take over the world.[59][187] Jennifer Lawrence, James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Nicholas Hoult, Evan Peters, Lucas Till and Hugh Jackman reprise their roles, along with Rose Byrne, who returned as Moira MacTaggert from X-Men: First Class.[188] Filming began in April 2015 in Montreal[image: External link], Quebec[image: External link] for a May 27, 2016, release.[185][189]
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Screenplay






This article is about the media object. For other uses, see Screenplay (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Main article: Pre-production[image: External link]


A screenplay or script is a written work[image: External link] by screenwriters[image: External link] for a film[image: External link], video game[image: External link], or television program[image: External link]. These screenplays can be original works or adaptations from existing pieces of writing. In them, the movement, actions, expression, and dialogues of the characters are also narrated. A screenplay written for television is also known as a teleplay[image: External link].



TOP[image: External link]
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 Format and style




The format is structured so that one page equates to roughly one minute of screen time, though this is only used as a ballpark estimate and often bears little resemblance to the running time of the final movie.[1] The standard font is 12 point, 10 pitch Courier[image: External link] Typeface.[2]

The major components are action (sometimes called "screen direction") and dialogue[image: External link]. The action is written in the present tense[image: External link] and is limited to what can be heard or seen by the audience, for example descriptions of settings, character movements, or sound effects. The dialogue is the words the characters speak, and is written in a center column.

Unique to the screenplay (as opposed to a stage play) is the use of slug lines. A slug line, also called a master scene heading, occurs at the start of every scene and typically contains three pieces of information: whether the scene is set inside (interior/INT.) or outside (exterior/EXT.), the specific location, and the time of day. Each slug line begins a new scene. In a "shooting script[image: External link]" the slug lines are numbered consecutively for ease of reference.
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 Physical format




American screenplays are printed single-sided on three-hole-punched paper using the standard American letter size[image: External link] (8.5 x 11 inch). They are then held together with two brass brads[image: External link] in the top and bottom hole. The middle hole is left empty as it would otherwise make it harder to quickly read the script.

In the United Kingdom, double-hole-punched A4[image: External link] paper is normally used, which is slightly taller and narrower than US letter size. Some UK writers format the scripts for use in the US letter size, especially when their scripts are to be read by American producers, since the pages would otherwise be cropped when printed on US paper. Because each country's standard paper size is difficult to obtain in the other country, British writers often send an electronic copy to American producers, or crop the A4 size to US letter.

A British script may be bound by a single brad at the top left hand side of the page, making flicking through the paper easier during script meetings. Screenplays are usually bound with a light card stock cover and back page, often showing the logo of the production company or agency submitting the script, covers are there to protect the script during handling which can reduce the strength of the paper. This is especially important if the script is likely to pass through the hands of several people or through the post.

Increasingly, reading copies of screenplays (that is, those distributed by producers and agencies in the hope of attracting finance or talent) are distributed printed on both sides of the paper (often professionally bound) to reduce paper waste. Occasionally they are reduced to half-size to make a small book which is convenient to read or put in a pocket; this is generally for use by the director or production crew during shooting.

Although most writing contracts continue to stipulate physical delivery of three or more copies of a finished script, it is common for scripts to be delivered electronically via email.
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 Screenplay formats




Screenplays and teleplays use a set of standardizations, beginning with proper formatting. These rules are in part to serve the practical purpose of making scripts uniformly readable "blueprints" of movies, and also to serve as a way of distinguishing a professional from an amateur.
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 Feature film




Motion picture screenplays intended for submission to mainstream studios, whether in the US or elsewhere in the world, are expected to conform to a standard typographical[image: External link] style known widely as studio format which stipulates how elements of the screenplay such as scene headings, action, transitions, dialog, character names, shots and parenthetical matter should be presented on the page, as well as the font size and line spacing.

One reason for this is that, when rendered in studio format, most screenplays will transfer onto the screen at the rate of approximately one page per minute. This rule of thumb is widely contested — a page of dialogue usually occupies less screen time than a page of action, for example, and it depends enormously on the literary style of the writer — and yet it continues to hold sway in modern Hollywood[image: External link].

There is no single standard for studio format. Some studios have definitions of the required format written into the rubric of their writer's contract. The Nicholl Fellowship[image: External link], a screenwriting competition run under the auspices of the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link], has a guide to screenplay format.[3] A more detailed reference is The Complete Guide to Standard Script Formats.[4]

Screenplays are almost always written using a monospaced font[image: External link], often a variant of Courier or Courier New[image: External link], both mostly used as 12 pt font. This is preferred due to its clarity. Screenplays are usually 90-120 pages long.
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 Spec screenplay




A "spec script[image: External link]" or speculative screenplay is a script written to be sold on the open market with no upfront payment, or promise of payment. The content is usually invented solely by the screenwriter, though spec screenplays can also be based on established works, or real people and events.[5]
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 Television




For American TV shows, the format rules for hour-long dramas, like CSI[image: External link], and single-camera[image: External link] sitcoms, like Scrubs[image: External link], are essentially the same as for motion pictures. The main difference is that TV scripts have act breaks. Multi-camera[image: External link] sitcoms like I Love Lucy[image: External link] use a different, specialized format that derives from radio and the stage play. In this format, dialogue is double-spaced, action lines are capitalized, and scene headings, character entrances and exits, and sound effects are capitalized and underlined.

Drama series and sitcoms are no longer the only formats that require the skills of a writer. With reality-based programming crossing genres to create various hybrid programs, many of the so-called "reality" programs are in a large part scripted in format. That is, the overall skeleton of the show and its episodes are written to dictate the content and direction of the program. The Writers Guild of America has identified this as a legitimate writer's medium, so much so that they have lobbied to impose jurisdiction over writers and producers who "format" reality-based productions. Creating reality show formats involves storytelling structure similar to screenwriting, but much more condensed and boiled down to specific plot points or actions related to the overall concept and story.
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 Documentaries




The script format for documentaries and audio-visual presentations which consist largely of voice-over matched to still or moving pictures is different again and uses a two-column format which can be particularly difficult to achieve in standard word processors, at least when it comes to editing or rewriting. Many script-editing software programs include templates for documentary formats.
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 Screenwriting software




Main article: Screenwriting software[image: External link]


Various screenwriting software[image: External link] packages are available to help screenwriters adhere to the strict formatting conventions. Detailed computer programs are designed specifically to format screenplays, teleplays, and stage plays. Such packages include BPC-Screenplay, Celtx[image: External link], Fade In[image: External link], Final Draft[image: External link], FiveSprockets[image: External link], Montage[image: External link], Movie Magic Screenwriter[image: External link], Movie Outline[image: External link] 3.0, and Scrivener[image: External link], Movie Draft SE and Zhura. Software is also available as web applications[image: External link], accessible from any computer, and on mobile devices[image: External link], such as Fade In Mobile and Scripts Pro.

The first screenwriting software was SmartKey[image: External link], a macro program that sent strings of commands to existing word processing programs, such as WordStar[image: External link], WordPerfect[image: External link] and Microsoft Word[image: External link]. SmartKey was popular with screenwriters from 1982–1987, after which word processing programs had their own macro features.
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 Script coverage




Main article: Script coverage[image: External link]


Script coverage, is a filmmaking term for the analysis and grading of screenplays, often within the "script development" department of a production company. While coverage may remain entirely verbal, it usually takes the form of a written report, guided by a rubric that varies from company to company. The original idea behind coverage was that a producer's assistant could read a script and then give their producer a breakdown of the project and suggest whether they should consider producing the screenplay or not.[6]
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Apocalypse (Marvel Comics)






Apocalypse (En Sabah Nur) is a fictional[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] appearing in comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. He is one of the world's first mutants[image: External link], and was originally a principal villain for the original X-Factor[image: External link] team and now for the X-Men and related spinoff teams. Created by writer Louise Simonson[image: External link] and artist Jackson Guice[image: External link], Apocalypse first appeared in X-Factor #5 (May 1986).[2]

Since his introduction, the character has appeared in a number of X-Men titles, including spin-offs[image: External link] and several limited series[image: External link]. Apocalypse has also been featured in various forms of media. In 2016, Oscar Isaac portrayed the villain in the film X-Men: Apocalypse.[3] In 2009, Apocalypse was ranked as IGN[image: External link]'s 24th Greatest Comic Book Villain of All Time.[4]

Like most so-called "Class 5 Mutants", En Sabah Nur is near- godlike[image: External link] in his abilities and their applications. Among his more aggressive powers is the apparent ability to create matter (including enormous buildings and structures but also clothing, weapons, armour, etc.) from dust[image: External link] within seconds and also to turn matter into dust, also within seconds. Another of his major powers is his ability to augment the powers of other mutants, a power he uses very selectively and chiefly as a means to recruit co-conspirators for his plans for world domination[image: External link]. The mutants whose powers he augments are sometimes taken with him as apprentices[image: External link] and eventual acolytes[image: External link], and are treated as his children; however, even in such a role, a given mutant might suddenly be deemed unfit by Apocalypse and ejected from his confidence, at any time.



TOP[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Conception and creation




While writing the first five issues of X-Factor[image: External link], Bob Layton[image: External link] dropped hints of a villain operating behind the scenes and leading the Alliance of Evil[image: External link] (mentioned in X-Factor #4, May 1986). Layton intended to reveal this character to be the Daredevil[image: External link] villain the Owl[image: External link] on the final page of X-Factor #5.[5] However, Layton left the book after writing this issue and was replaced by writer Louise Simonson[image: External link]. Editor Bob Harras[image: External link] said that the character arose because of storytelling needs: "All I had communicated to Louise was my desire that an A-level, first class character be introduced. I wanted a Magneto-level villain who would up the stakes and give the X-Factor team reason to exist."[6]

In a 2011 interview with The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link], explained that when the X-Factor series was created, the original five X-Men were pulled out of the purview of Chris Claremont[image: External link], who was writing The Uncanny X-Men[image: External link]. However, Simonson felt that the series need an archenemy, or what Simonson called "a big, bad villain", and conceived of Apocalypse.[7] Simonson described the character thus:

Harras also commented, "As soon as I saw the sketch by Walter [Simonson] and heard Louise's take on him, I knew we had the character I wanted. Jackson [Guice][image: External link] redrew the page, patching in the shadowy[image: External link] Apocalypse where the Owl had been. But the genesis was clearly Walt and Weezie's."[6] Guice admitted to difficulty recalling the details behind redrawing the last page of issue #5: "The best I can remember now is putting his look together pretty much right on the pencil page—just adding bits of costuming business which hinted toward his true appearance when we'd eventually see him in full reveal. I don't believe there was even a character sketch done for him at that point—I planned on making sense of it all later on, but by then I was gone and others had that concern."[6] Apocalypse's silhouette in issue #5 does not match up with his full appearance in issue #6, suggesting the possibility that Guice was using Simonson's sketch as a reference for issue #6 but did not have access to it earlier, necessitating that he come up with his own design for issue #5.[5] Walter Simonson himself has downplayed his role in the character's creation, saying that Guice was responsible for creating the design and that he, Simonson, merely modified it later: "I did not co-create Apocalypse. However, I wish I had. Louise Simonson and Jackson Guice created him. He appeared in a few panels at the end of one of Jackson’s last X-FACTORs, so I am the first artist to use him extensively in stories. And I kind of juiced up his physique a bit."[8]

Bob Harras said on the character of Apocalypse:

Although the character first appeared in 1986, he was retroactively said to have been present during previously published stories. The unnamed benefactor of the Living Monolith[image: External link] in Marvel Graphic Novel[image: External link] #17 (1985) was later identified as Apocalypse in disguise.[9] Classic X-Men #25 revealed that years earlier, Apocalypse encountered the terrorist Moses Magnum[image: External link] and granted him superhuman power.

During his run on Cable[image: External link], Robert Weinberg[image: External link] planned a story to reveal that Apocalypse was the third Summers brother, a mysterious sibling to the mutants Cyclops and Havok. But Weinberg left the book before he could go along with his plan and the third Summers brother was revealed to be the mutant Gabriel Summers, aka Vulcan[image: External link].[10]

Apocalypse was the principal adversary in the mid-1980s X-Men spin-off[image: External link] series X-Factor[image: External link] (1986–1991), until being apparently killed at the climax of issue #68 (July 1991). Since then, the character has died and been resurrected several times thanks to his power and advanced alien technology. His name En Sabah Nur was revealed in Cable #6 (Dec 1993) and his birthplace[image: External link] (Egypt) and the origin of his technology, were revealed in X-Force[image: External link] #37 (August 1994). According to Marvel, the name translates as "The First One" (although, in reality, the translation is considered grammatically incorrect, as it means "The First/Morning Light" [En-("The") + Sabah- ("Morning") + Nur- ("Light")] ).[11] It is later revealed in the origin story Rise of Apocalypse[image: External link] that he is possibly the first mutant (meaning, in this case, a human being born with the X-gene), born 5,000 years ago. The character gained greater popularity in 1995 when the storyline "Age of Apocalypse[image: External link]" featured an alternate timeline[image: External link] in which Apocalypse has conquered much of planet Earth.

The character was reincarnated in the pages of Uncanny X-Force[image: External link] #1 as a small boy with no memory of his previous incarnation. The boy was named Evan Sabahnur.[12] In 2012 the adult, villainous version of Apocalypse returned in the series Uncanny Avengers[image: External link].[13] His origins are further explored in the storyline "Apocalypse Wars[image: External link]".
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 Rise of Apocalypse




The being who would later be called Apocalypse was born thousands of years ago in Aqaba[image: External link]. He was born with the mutant X-gene, and possibly the first living being on Earth to express it. Because of his gray skin and blue lips, his people abandoned him as an infant. He was rescued by Baal[image: External link] of the Sandstormers who saw the child's potential power and will to survive. Baal named him En Sabah Nur, which Marvel translates as "The First One". The Sandstormers lived by the credo of survival of the fittest[image: External link], believing that only those who are strong enough to survive hardship and direct conflict are worthy of life.[14] It is also revealed during the Apocalypse Wars that, while still a young boy, En Sabah Nur was very generous and selfless, to the chagrin of Baal. A time-displaced Evan Sabah Nur and All-New X-Men Beast tried to save En Sabah Nur, but he allowed himself to be captured to help them escape.[15]

Around this time, the time-traveller Kang the Conqueror[image: External link] arrived in Egypt and assumed the identity of Pharaoh Rama-Tut. Knowing who En Sabah Nur was fated to become and where he was, Rama-Tut sent his General Ozymandias[image: External link] and an army to destroy the Sandstormers and find the young Apocalypse. En Sabah Nur and Baal were injured and sought refuge in a cave. Before he died, Baal revealed advanced alien technology hidden in the cave, left behind by the deity-like aliens known as Celestials[image: External link]. Vowing revenge on Rama-Tut, En Sabah Nur entered the Pharaoh's city posing as a slave and drew the romantic attention of Ozymandias's sister, Nephri. On seeing the mutant's true appearance, Nephri rejected him and turned to her brother for protection. Heartbroken, En Sabah Nur's rage caused his mutant abilities to fully emerge. Rampaging, he renamed himself Apocalypse[image: External link]. Rama-Tut fled and En Sabah Nur used the Celestial technology to transform his former tormentor Ozymandias into a blind clairvoyant made of living stone, now enslaved to Apocalypse. As the years went on, Apocalypse found he no longer aged.[16]

It is revealed in the series S.H.I.E.L.D. that Apocalypse at some point in the days of Ancient Egypt joined forces with the Brotherhood of the Shield to successfully fend off a Brood[image: External link] invasion. Also present were Imhotep[image: External link] and a man who was either the moon god called Khonshu[image: External link] or his first Moon Knight[image: External link] avatar/champion.[17]
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 Early history




As the millennia pass, Apocalypse travels around planet Earth, convincing civilizations that he is a deity[image: External link] (inspiring different myths as a result) and manipulating them into fighting wars. He justifies that this encourages "growth, judgment, and destruction".[18] Apocalypse's progeny become the Clan Akkaba[image: External link]. Apocalypse encounters the near-immortal human offshoot race known as Eternals[image: External link], primarily the members Ikaris[image: External link] and Sersi[image: External link], who refer to him as their "Ancient Nemesis".[19] At different points, Apocalypse uses his Celestial technology to enter periods of suspended animation[image: External link], leaving Clan Akkaba and Ozymandias to act in his stead.

In 1013 AD, Apocalypse seeks to destroy the Asgardian[image: External link] Thor[image: External link], who he knows will cause him trouble in the future, according to information obtained from Rama-Tut,[20] yet the plans are foiled by Odin. In the 12th century, Apocalypse encounters the Eternal Sersi again while awakening latent mutant powers in a crusader named Bennet du Paris, also known as Exodus[image: External link].[21] In 1459, Apocalypse defeats Vlad Tepes (Vlad the Impaler)[image: External link] in Romania, who later becomes the vampire more popularly known as Count Dracula[image: External link].[22]

In 1859, Apocalypse encounters British scientist Nathaniel Essex and learns more about the nature of mutants. Apocalypse uses his Celestial technology to transform Essex into the superhuman being Mister Sinister. He then coerces Sinister and the Hellfire Club[image: External link] into aiding his plans for global conquest, but Sinister concludes that these plans are madness and betrays Apocalypse, forcing him back into hibernation.[23] In 1897, Count Dracula attacks the Clan Akkaba in revenge for his defeat at Apocalypse's hands, forcing the Clan to revive their master from suspended animation. Apocalypse defeats the vampire again, this time with help from Abraham Van Helsing[image: External link].[24] Eventually, Apocalypse enters hibernation again, expecting to remain so for possibly two centuries, by which point mutants should be more common on Earth.
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 Modern era




After many years of suspended animation, Apocalypse awakens nearly a century earlier than planned due to the arrival of the time-traveling mutant Cable[image: External link] (ironically, Cable had traveled to this point in time hoping to prevent the ancient mutant awakening).[25] Apocalypse decides the Earth is ready for further examination and testing. He grants superhuman powers to the terrorist known as Moses Magnum[image: External link],[26] who then tests the X-Men and the Avengers[image: External link]. Apocalypse later briefly employs the Alliance of Evil[image: External link] to capture the mutant Michael Nowlan, who can boost the power of other mutants. This plan brings Apocalypse into direct conflict with the first incarnation of X-Factor, when the team was composed of the original X-Men.[27]

Apocalypse then recruits mutants to serve as his personal guard, known as the Four Horsemen. Among them is Angel, AKA Warren Worthington III, whom Apocalypse has corrupted and turned into a cyborg called Death.[28] Warren Worthington regains his identity and helps his friends defeat Apocalypse, adopting the new codename Archangel. Apocalypse escapes with his new recruit, the Morlock called Caliban, while X-Factor then takes his Celestial spaceship as a base.[29]

During The Evolutionary War[image: External link], the High Evolutionary[image: External link] plans to rid the Earth of those he feels are preventing evolution. Believing this disrupts the natural order and his own plans, Apocalypse battles the High Evolutionary.[30] Following the genetic manipulation of Caliban, Apocalypse declines an alliance with the Asgardian villain Loki[image: External link] and other villains conspiring to unleash "Acts of Vengeance[image: External link]". This results in a brief fight between Apocalypse and Loki.[31]
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 Sins of the Futures




Apocalypse learns of Sinister's intention to create an adversary powerful enough to destroy him: Nathan Christopher Charles Summers, the son of Scott Summers and Madelyne Pryor[image: External link]. Apocalypse, viewing him as a threat and realizing that Nathan's energy is the very energy that awoke him all those months earlier,[32] sends his newly formed group, the Riders of the Storm, to abduct the Summers child. Apocalypse at this time had conquered the city of Attilan[image: External link], home of the Inhumans[image: External link], as well as enslaved part of its population. X-Factor, alongside the Inhuman Royal Family, attacks Apocalypse's lunar stronghold. Although Apocalypse is severely defeated, the young Nathan is infected with a techno-organic virus[image: External link] and is sent to the future with a woman named Askani to be cured.[33]

In the future, Apocalypse has conquered the Earth and ruled until the 39th century. By this time, Apocalypse's body had grown feeble:[34] he becomes aware of the young Nathan's presence in this time, but only succeeds in kidnapping a clone of the child which Askani created. Apocalypse plans to transfer his consciousness and power into the clone's stronger body, but perishes in combat with the (real) teenage Nathan.[35] Nathan grows up to become the warrior Cable[image: External link] (while his clone grows up to become the mutant terrorist known as Stryfe[image: External link]) and travels back to the past to prevent Apocalypse's future domination of the planet.

In the present, Apocalypse is prematurely awoken from his regeneration chamber by his Riders (now calling themselves The Dark Riders[image: External link]), who inform their master that his Horsemen have kidnapped Cyclops and Jean Grey, supposedly under his instructions (in actuality, Mister Sinister, who was posing as Apocalypse).[36] When attempting to rejuvenate himself again, Apocalypse is nearly killed by Stryfe who had arrived in the past to take revenge on Apocalypse. After a battle on the Moon with his former servants, the Dark Riders (who had joined Stryfe), Apocalypse is left for dead by Archangel.[37]

The Dark Riders' new leader, Genesis (the adopted son of Cable, who had traveled to the present to ensure Apocalypse's rise and exact revenge on his father), plans to resurrect Apocalypse by sacrificing the lives of the people in villages neighboring Akkaba. During this time, Wolverine is held captive by Genesis, who attempts to restore Wolverine's lost adamantium[image: External link] skeleton and turn him into a Horseman as a gift for Apocalypse. Wolverine breaks free and kills Genesis along with nearly all of the Dark Riders. Genesis had built a sarcophagus[image: External link] with Apocalypse's likeness (which is empty,[38] since Apocalypse had already revived[39]).
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 Further schemes




After a long healing slumber, Apocalypse, fully restored, awakens with Ozymandias at his side and quickly learns of the present danger: Onslaught[image: External link].[40] He observes the conflict between the psionic entity and Earth's heroes with Uatu the Watcher[image: External link], who suggests to Apocalypse a course of action: an alliance with the one who hated him the most, Cable.[41] Apocalypse surmises that Onslaught would be most vulnerable through the astral plane and that he needs Cable for actual physical transportation to this realm. Once on the astral plane, Apocalypse would remove the captive Franklin Richards[image: External link], greatly weakening Onslaught. The plan succeeds, but is interrupted by the Invisible Woman[image: External link], who had invisibly accompanied the pair, having suspected Apocalypse's motive in wanting to actually kill her son. However, the reprieve in battle gave Onslaught the time to escape, prolonging the conflict.[42]

Following the events of the Onslaught saga, the gamma-spawned powerhouse, the Hulk[image: External link] and his human alter ego, Banner, are split into two separate entities: Hulk now draws upon energy derived from Franklin Richards' pocket universe[image: External link]. Apocalypse recruits the Hulk to become his Horseman, War, with intentions of using the Hulk's nexus-energy to overcome the Celestials[image: External link]. To test this newest recruit, Apocalypse set War against the New World Order, a shadow cabinet organization that intends to conquer the planet. The New World Order in turn set the Juggernaut[image: External link] and the Absorbing Man[image: External link] against War, but both are easily defeated. Hulk comes to his senses after injuring his friend, Rick Jones[image: External link]. Despite this apparent setback, the incident was still a victory for Apocalypse as it was a successful testing of newly understood Celestial technology. Apocalypse activates the self-destruct mechanism on the sword of War, which the New World Order had obtained, destroying their headquarters.[43]

The Hellfire Club later awakens Apocalypse's long-hidden Harbinger[image: External link] from its deep sleep: originally a normal man, whom Apocalypse in the 19th century once left to incubate[image: External link] for 100 years. Apocalypse releases his Horseman (Caliban) and his scribe Ozymandias from his possession, to fend for themselves, if they were to survive the coming events.[44] Cable with the Avengers[image: External link] battles the Harbinger, but are unable to stop it. Apocalypse then appears, activating a bomb inside the Harbinger which would destroy all of New York, but Cable manages to prevent this disaster.[45]

When Magneto is disrupting Earth's magnetic field[image: External link], Apocalypse sends a Skrull[image: External link] impersonating the mutant Astra[image: External link] (having dealt with the original Astra) to stop the Master of Magnetism.[46]

Intending to start an all-out war between the humans and the subterranean-dwelling Deviants[image: External link] as part of his plan to test the strong, Apocalypse sets off nuclear warheads[image: External link] at Lemuria[image: External link], causing the Deviants to further mutate (which also restores Ikaris' father Virako[image: External link] to life). Apocalypse launches an attack at San Francisco[image: External link], using a mentally controlled Deviant, Karkas[image: External link], now a gigantic monster, that the Eternals are forced to battle. Apocalypse is confronted by his centuries-old foe, Ikaris, who now is a Prime Eternal[image: External link]. Although Apocalypse defeats Ikaris, the Eternal still succeeds in destroying his ship and thwarting his plan.[47]
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 The Twelve




Main article: Apocalypse: The Twelve[image: External link]


Supposedly lost diaries of the mutant seer Destiny[image: External link] surfaced, telling of twelve beings that could defeat Apocalypse once and for all.[48] Various mutants, all listed in the prophecy, are abducted by Apocalypse's Horsemen including a faction of the Skrulls. The Twelve legend was in fact a ruse, orchestrated by Apocalypse himself: once the Twelve are assembled, Apocalypse intended to use them to transform himself into a deitylike entity beyond the Celestials[image: External link].[49] It is revealed at the end of this story arc, that Apocalypse's physical form has been burned out due to the vast amount of energies he has under his control, forcing him to wear a bio-armor (like his future counterpart) and now plans to use Nate Grey[image: External link] as a host body for him to move his energy and consciousness into. The X-Men confront Apocalypse as he is close to merging with Nate, but are unable to stop him. Cyclops pushes Nate Grey out of the way, merging with Apocalypse instead.[50] While the merge is successful, Apocalypse's aim for unlimited power is not and he attempts to complete the transformation by warping reality into various scenarios (see Ages of Apocalypse[image: External link]). Apocalypse hoped to lure the Twelve into empowering him with their energy, but eventually, the mutants realize their true predicament and Apocalypse teleports away.[51]

An amnesiac and powerless cyborg Cyclops regains control of the merged form, but Apocalypse begins to re-emerge. Jean and Cable are alerted to his location in Egypt, where Jean in the end manages to free Cyclops by telepathically tearing out Apocalypse's essence from her husband's body, rendering Apocalypse in an incorporeal astral form, which Cable apparently destroys using his Psimitar.[52]
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 2000s




In the aftermath of the 2005 " Decimation[image: External link]" storyline, in which most of the mutants lost their powers, Apocalypse was revealed to be alive and well. The techno-organic virus, with which he long ago infected Cable, was revealed to be the means by which Apocalypse's spirit reconstituted itself. With only a drop of his blood into a vat of organs and blood, the virus would rewrite the genetic code of the material within to form a body for Apocalypse.[53] Apocalypse awakes from a slumber in a tomb in Akkaba, recalling:[54]

Apocalypse finds himself on a planet with its mutant population reduced to a fraction of what it had been, only a few hundred remaining out of the millions who populated earth prior to his demise at Cable's hands. Reappearing inside a Sphinx[image: External link]-shaped ship, Apocalypse confronts the X-Men with his newly assembled cadre of Horsemen on the front lawn of the X-Mansion.[55] The Horseman Famine uses his powers to cause an intense feeling of hunger and weakness in the mutants and humans on the institute grounds. Apocalypse offers the mutants an elixir: his own blood, provided they join his side.[56] Bent on becoming the new messiah[image: External link] for mutant-kind, Apocalypse approaches the Earth leaders at the United Nations[image: External link] in New York and issues an ultimatum[image: External link]: humanity would destroy ninety percent of its own population, putting man and mutant on level ground in anticipation of the final conflict when the worthy alone would survive - or Apocalypse would unleash his meta-plague on the planet and obliterate all humanity.[57][58]

In the end, Apocalypse's horsemen are lost, Ozymandias betrays him, and he is forced to retreat by a combined assault of the X-Men and the Avengers. Ultimately, it is discovered that the Celestials lent their technology to Apocalypse, requiring as payment greater sufferings later. He attempts to embrace death as an escape from his lifelong pact, only to find himself instantly resurrected and hearing a voice: "We cannot let you die. Not yet. It is time Apocalypse… it is time".[59]

In a future timeline seen in the 2009 storyline "Messiah War[image: External link]", a greatly weakened Apocalypse is attacked by Stryfe[image: External link] and Bishop[image: External link], but he apparently survives the attack. Afterward, Apocalypse contacts Archangel in the future and begs him to kill him. Archangel refuses and instead hands over some of his techno organic wing blades to him, telling Apocalypse he no longer holds any control over him. Coming into contact with the blades rejuvenates Apocalypse and he offers to join forces with Archangel to kill Stryfe who is on the verge of killing X-Force, Cable, Bishop, as well as Hope Summers[image: External link].[60] Archangel takes Apocalypse to a Celestial ship, where Apocalypse is then fully restored and wants to avenge what Stryfe did to him.[61] Just as Stryfe is on the verge of taking Hope for himself, Apocalypse and Archangel confront and defeat Stryfe. Apocalypse releases Hope into Cable's care, but says that he will return for her eventually. Apocalypse then drags Stryfe away, intending to use him as a new host body.[62] Stryfe manages to escape and travels back in time to the present.[63]
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 2010s




In the 2010 "Heroic Age[image: External link]" storyline, versions of Apocalypse and his Horsemen from a possible future appear in the Avengers Tower after Kang breaks time itself. After a fight with the Avengers, he and his Horsemen disappear.[64]

Apocalypse's followers, the Clan Akkaba[image: External link], manage to bring about Apocalypse's return, albeit in the form of a child they will indoctrinate. Upon learning of Apocalypse's return, X-Force seeks to kill him, but when they discover he is a child, Psylocke decides to protect him, believing they can rehabilitate him and train him as a force for good. To the shock of the rest of the team, Fantomex fatally shoots the child.[65]

In a 2011 storyline, as X-Force succeed in stopping the Deathloks inside the World[image: External link], the home of all Weapon projects, it is revealed that Ultimaton[image: External link], guardian of the World, is keeping watch over an incubating young boy labeled En Sabah Nur, aged 847 days.[66]

During the 2012 storyline "Dark Angel Saga[image: External link]", it is revealed that Apocalypse had fathered a son[image: External link] with Autumn Rolfson[image: External link] and she kept this a secret from Apocalypse out of fear of what he would do to him.[67] At the end of the storyline, it is revealed that Fantomex creates a clone Apocalypse which he helps raise to the age of a teenager in an artificial world, where the clone knows Fantomex as the kindly "Uncle Cluster" who taught him to use his abilities for good. The boy, code-named Genesis, helps X-force fight Archangel and when the battle is over, Fantomex enrolls him in the Jean Grey School for Higher Learning.[68]
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 Evan Sabahnur




In Wolverine & the X-Men #4 (March 2012), Evan Sabahnur a.k.a. Genesis is admitted as a student to the Jean Grey School of Higher Learning, where his classmates notice his resemblance to Apocalypse. En is worried when a visiting Deathlok[image: External link], who reveals to the students their likely futures, shows reluctance to do so with Evan. When Evan presses him, Deathlok informs him that this is what Evan is at the school to discover. Deathlok then tells Wolverine that Evan has great potential and may be a great savior, or a conqueror.[69]

After being called Kid Apocalypse by Kid Omega[image: External link], Evan begins learning about Apocalypse and is saddened that he himself looks like the villain, raising the possibility of a future that Evan rejects. After saving Angel and discovering that he possesses the ability to see the essence of those he looks upon, Evan asks him to tell him what he sees when he looks at him. Angel tells En he sees only goodness inside him, which makes Evan happy, so he thanks Angel for being a good friend. In fact, Angel lied, as the only thing he could see was the dark image of Apocalypse.[70]

A new Brotherhood of Evil Mutants, led by Wolverine's son Daken[image: External link], kidnaps Evan during a field trip to Genosha[image: External link]'s remains. Hoping to sway the boy into becoming Apocalypse, the Brotherhood reveals to him that he is a clone and tells him of X-Force's assassination of the child En Sabah Nur from which he was cloned and the falsehood of his life under the tutelage of Fantomex[image: External link]. After the Brotherhood reveals that they have killed Fantomex and further tortures Evan, Daken tells En that he has a choice: either immediately ascend as Apocalypse and kill the Brotherhood as revenge for the death of "Uncle Cluster", or let the rest of X-Force die at the Brotherhood's hands to avenge the death of the original boy En Sabah Nur and to prevent X-Force from killing Evan the way they killed Apocalypse and Archangel.[71]

Daken offers Evan a suit of Apocalypse's Celestial armor to do with what he will, secretly planning to control the new Apocalypse through the psychic abilities of the Shadow King[image: External link]. After Deadpool's failed attempt to rescue Evan, the boy dons the Celestial armor to prevent Wolverine's death at Daken's hands and nearly kills Brotherhood members Sabretooth[image: External link] and Mystique. Enraged by the lies he has been told and filled with new-found power from Apocalypse's armor, Evan prepares to attack Wolverine himself, but Wolverine convinces him of the ultimate futility of revenge. Evan is later visited by Deadpool at the Jean Grey School for Higher Learning. Deadpool tells Evan he is not Apocalypse and that Deadpool will always be there for him when he needs him.[72]

Later Deadpool enlists Evan and Quentin's help to help him saving his daughter Eleanor Camacho from the Flag-Smasher[image: External link], with Evan promising Quentin a bloodbath and some action to motivate him. He manages to save Ellie's life and proposes Deadpool to let Quentin erase from the girl's mind every memory of the ordeal. Deadpool loudly refuses and to Evan's surprise, he hugs him and tells him to stay in school.[73]

During the 2014 " AXIS[image: External link]" storyline, Evan is one of many mutants captured by the Red Skull[image: External link] on the island of Genosha.[74] During a fierce battle between the Avengers[image: External link], the united X-Men, as well as a group of villains who all attempt to defeat the Red Onslaught, Evan assists Kid Omega in preventing Red Onslaught's telepathy from affecting the combined combatants.[75] In the energy released when the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] and Doctor Doom[image: External link] use the combined power of order and chaos spells to suppress the Red Skull's personality in favor of the sliver of Professor X's that still exists in his brain, Evan ascends to adulthood, stepping out of the rubble with a looming, muscular body and the presence and appearance of Apocalypse. Deadpool even comments on how changed Evan is. When Havok and Cyclops argue with Steve Rogers[image: External link] and the new Captain America[image: External link] over who should take custody of the body of Red Skull, Evan convinces the Summers brothers that Professor X is dead and they have other problems to deal with.[76]

Acting as Apocalypse, 'En' vows to lead the mutants in an uprising, rallying the converted X-Men into helping him take Avengers Tower—now disregarded by the inverted Avengers after they captured almost all other heroes using Pym particles[image: External link]—to use as the site where he will detonate a Celestial-based 'gene-bomb' to wipe out all humans not carrying the X-gene.[77] With only the inverted villains present at the original confrontation to oppose the inverted X-Men and Avengers, the gene bomb is nearly detonated,[78] but is contained thanks to the sacrifice of Carnage[image: External link].[79] As Apocalypse broods on his failure, the decapitated Deadpool—converted to a peaceful version of himself by the inversion—convinces Apocalypse that now is the time to be heroic, proclaiming that nobody liked En Sabah Nur but everyone appreciated Evan, as he represented the hope that nurture could beat nature. Inspired by Deadpool's words, Apocalypse turns on the X-Men and the Avengers, allowing the Astonishing Avengers (along with non-inverted heroes Steve Rogers and Spider-Man[image: External link]) to retrieve the White Skull and undo the inversion. At the conclusion of the storyline, Evan is shown on the run with Deadpool.[80]
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 Apocalypse Wars




During the Apocalypse Wars, the Extraordinary X-Men are forced to travel to thousand of years into Earth's future in order to rescue Colossus and his team of young mutants after they were investigating the sudden appearance of six hundred new mutant signatures in Tokyo. Arriving into Earth's future, the X-Men found themselves in a destroyed New York City and soon discovered that at some point Apocalypse had risen and what remained of Earth after his ascension became the Omega World, a huge structure composed of bubble worlds. The ones who survived the Great Trials lived on Omega World under Apocalypse's rule as he functioned as the Omega World's heart, keeping it alive, while his Horsemen functioned as its antibodies, cleansing the structure of anything that could harm their master. Omega World crumbled as the result of Apocalypse being fatally wounded by Nightcrawler.[81] Storm was forced to take Apocalypse back to the present with them so they could undone the transformation of Colossus, who was turned into a Horseman, however, before he could restore Colossus back to normal, Apocalypse instead teleported him away, sending him to Clan Akkaba. Its left unknown if this Apocalypse was actually a future version Evan or Apocalypse himself using a new host body.[82] Apocalypse was kept at X-Haven, inside a cell specially built to contain him by Forge,[83] and later after retrieving again Colossus, Forge tried to find a way to cure him by reverse engineering Apocalypse's powers but failed.[84] During the World-Eater's attack on Limbo, Nightcrawler agreed to free Apocalypse in exchange for a curing his friend.[85] What Apocalypse didn't expect was that Nightcrawler would throw him into the vortex created by the World-Eater to consume Limbo, seemingly killing him in the process.[86]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Powers and abilities




Apocalypse is an ancient mutant[image: External link] born with a variety of superhuman abilities who further augmented himself after merging with Celestial[image: External link] technology. He is an immortal being,[87] with total control over the molecules of his body, enabling him to alter[image: External link] his form as it suits him,[88] such as allowing his body to become extremely malleable and flexible, enhance his physical abilities, transform his limbs into weapons, wings, or jets, regenerate[image: External link] from fatal injuries and adapt his body to apparently any disease or hostile environment.[89] He can also project and absorb energy and is capable of technopathy[image: External link], being able to directly interface with the various technologies he has at his disposal. Thanks to the aid of his mutant abilities, special "regeneration" chambers,[90] and changing bodies, Apocalypse has further enhanced his abilities.[91]

Aside from his superhuman powers, Apocalypse is extraordinarily intelligent[93] and a scientific genius with knowledge in various areas of science and technology including physics[image: External link], engineering[image: External link], genetics[image: External link], and biology[image: External link], all of which are more advanced than conventional science.[94] Apocalypse has knowledge of Celestial technology that he uses for his own applications, such as altering mutants or humans. Apocalypse is also a skilled demagogue[image: External link] and a master strategist.[95]

Apocalypse's blood can heal other mutants, but is fatal for humans. Apocalypse's blood can also restore his de-powered mutant descendants as is seen when a large dose of Apocalypse's blood regenerates the lost body part of Chamber[image: External link] and gave him a look similar to Apocalypse.[96]
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 Other versions




In the "Age of Apocalypse[image: External link]" storyline, Apocalypse awakens ten years before Cable would arrive, witnessing the accidental death of Charles Xavier, attacks humanity and conquers much of the Earth.[97] In this universe his son is Holocaust[image: External link].

In the Mutant X[image: External link] universe, Apocalypse is an ally of the X-Men.[98]

The Ultimate Marvel[image: External link] imprint[image: External link] title features an alternate version of Apocalypse who is an entity worshiped by Sinister.[99] After completing a series of tasks, Sinister is transformed into Apocalypse who intends to conquer the planet. The heroes are unable to defeat him until the Phoenix Force appears and destroys him. Although his abilities are never directly stated in total, he is shown to be capable of negating other mutant powers, adapting mutant powers into his own by exposure to them and "evolving" as he is fought. Following a heavy assault by the X-Men, Fantastic Four, and SHIELD forces, he emerges from an explosion in a red and silver version of his traditional blue cybernetic battle armor. He is also capable of adapting to and overcoming Professor Xavier's psychic assault despite his training during his time in the future with Cable. Cable makes the most concrete implication that evolving is the major element of his powers when he remarks that Xavier must kill Apocalypse quickly before he adapts to his attacks and becomes immune to the telepathy.[100] Apocalypse is finally dispelled by Phoenix[image: External link][101] while leaving an alive Mr. Sinister. His actual nature is unknown: he proclaims himself to be the first mutant (like in the mainstream series) and Phoenix readings portray him as an ancient being, but this is later contradicted by Nick Fury[image: External link]'s revelation in Ultimatum[image: External link],[102] that explains mutants are a recent creation of the humans. He later appears again as part of Sinister's psychosis.[103]

In the House of M[image: External link] universe created by Scarlet Witch[image: External link], Apocalypse was installed as the ruler of North Africa by Magneto. He was apparently killed by Black Bolt[image: External link] after a failed attempt to assassinate King T'Challa[image: External link] at Magneto's behest.[104]

The character appears in a number of What If...?[image: External link] issues.[105]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 In other media




Main article: Apocalypse in other media
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Principal Photography






Main article: Filmmaking[image: External link]


Principal photography is the phase of film production[image: External link] in which the movie is filmed, with actors on set and cameras rolling, as distinct from pre-production[image: External link] and post-production[image: External link].[1]

Principal photography is typically the most expensive phase of film production, due to actor, director, and set crew salaries, as well as the costs of certain shots, props, and on-set special effects. Its start generally marks a point of no return[image: External link] for the financiers, because until it is complete, there is unlikely to be enough material filmed to release a final product needed to recoup costs.[2] While it is common for a film to lose its greenlight status[image: External link] during pre-production – for example, because an important cast member drops out – it is extremely uncommon for financing to be withdrawn once principal photography has begun.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Feature films[image: External link] usually have insurance in place by the time principal photography begins. The death of a bankable star[image: External link] before completing all planned takes, or the loss of sets or footage can render a film impossible to complete as planned. For example, sets are notoriously flammable. Furthermore, professional-quality movie cameras[image: External link] are normally rented as needed, and most camera houses will not allow rentals of their equipment without proof of insurance.[3]

Once a film concludes principal photography, it is said to have wrapped[image: External link], and a wrap party may be organized to celebrate. During post-production[image: External link], it may become clear that certain shots[image: External link] or sequences[image: External link] are missing or incomplete and are required to complete the film, or that a certain scene[image: External link] is not playing as expected, or even that a particular actor's performance has not turned out as desired. In these circumstances, additional material may have to be shot. If the material has already been shot once, or is substantial, the process is referred to as a re-shoot, but if the material is new and relatively minor, it is often referred to as a pick-up[image: External link].
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IMAX






This article is about the IMAX motion picture film format. For the company responsible for this format, see IMAX Corporation[image: External link]. For the car known as the Hyundai iMax in some markets, see Hyundai Starex[image: External link].

IMAX is a 70 mm motion picture film format[image: External link] that displays images of greater size and resolution[image: External link] than conventional film systems. Graeme Ferguson[image: External link], Roman Kroitor[image: External link], Robert Kerr, and William C. Shaw developed the IMAX cinema projection standards in the late 1960s and early 1970s in Canada.[1] Unlike conventional projectors, the film runs horizontally (see diagram sprocket holes) so that the image width is greater than the width of the film. Since 2002, some feature films have been converted into IMAX format for displaying in IMAX theatres, and some have also been partially shot in IMAX. IMAX is the most widely used system for special-venue film presentations. By late 2017, 1,302 IMAX theatre systems were installed in 1,203 commercial multiplexes, 13 commercial destinations, and 86 institutional settings in 75 countries.[2]
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 History




The desire to increase the visual impact of film has a long history. In 1929, Fox[image: External link] introduced Fox Grandeur[image: External link], the first 70 mm[image: External link] film format, but it quickly fell from use.[3] In the 1950s, the potential of 35 mm film[image: External link] to provide wider projected images was explored in the processes of CinemaScope[image: External link] (1953) and VistaVision[image: External link] (1954), following multi- projector[image: External link] systems such as Cinerama[image: External link] (1952). While impressive, Cinerama was difficult to install. During Expo 67[image: External link] in Montreal, the National Film Board of Canada[image: External link]'s In the Labyrinth[image: External link] and Ferguson's Man and the Polar Regions both used multi-projector, multi-screen systems. Each encountered technical difficulties that led them to found a company called "Multiscreen", with a goal of developing a simpler approach. The single-projector/single-camera system they eventually settled upon was designed and built by Shaw based upon a novel "Rolling Loop" film-transport technology purchased from Peter Ronald Wright Jones, a machine shop worker from Brisbane, Australia (see U.S. Patent 3,494,524[image: External link]). As it became clear that a single, large-screen image had more impact than multiple smaller ones and was a more viable product direction, Multiscreen changed its name to IMAX. An IMAX 3D theatre also is in operation near the former Expo 67 site at the Montreal Science Centre[image: External link] in the Port of Old Montreal[image: External link].

Tiger Child[image: External link], the first IMAX film, was demonstrated at Expo '70[image: External link] in Osaka, Japan[image: External link].[4] The first permanent IMAX installation was built at the Cinesphere[image: External link] theatre at Ontario Place[image: External link] in Toronto. It debuted in May 1971, showing the film North of Superior[image: External link]. The installation is still in place,[5] however, Ontario Place is on hiatus for redevelopment. Cinesphere re-opened November 3, 2017, with IMAX. [6]

During Expo '74[image: External link] in Spokane, Washington[image: External link], an IMAX screen that measured 27 m × 20 m (89 ft × 66 ft) was featured in the US Pavilion (the largest structure in the expo). It became the first IMAX Theatre to not be partnered with any other brand of movie theaters. About five million visitors viewed the screen, which covered the viewer's total visual field when looking directly forward. This created a sensation of motion in most viewers, and motion sickness[image: External link] in some. Another IMAX 3D theater was also built in Spokane; however, its screen-size is less than half. Due to protests, the City of Spokane officials have decided to work the IMAX Corporation to demolish the theatre, under the condition they renovate the US Pavilion itself into IMAX's first permanent outdoor giant-screen theatre. They plan to use material on the inside of the structure, similar to that it used when first constructed. However, it is expected to last a range of 5 years, due to weather conditions destroying previous materials.[7] Concept art has been released to the public in videos featured on Spokane's renovation site, and its budget revealed that seating is planned for more than 2,000.[8][9]

The first permanent IMAX Dome installation, the Eugene Heikoff and Marilyn Jacobs Heikoff Dome Theatre at the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center[image: External link], opened in San Diego[image: External link]'s Balboa Park[image: External link] in 1973. It doubles as a planetarium[image: External link]. The first permanent IMAX 3D theatre was built in Vancouver[image: External link], British Columbia for Transitions[image: External link] at Expo '86[image: External link], and was in use until September 30, 2009.[10] It was located at the tip of Canada Place[image: External link], a Vancouver landmark.

In 2008, IMAX extended their brand into traditional theaters with the introduction of Digital IMAX, a lower-cost system that uses two 2K digital projectors to project on a 1.89:1 aspect ratio screen. This lower-cost option, which allowed for the conversion of existing multiplex theater[image: External link] auditoriums, helped IMAX to grow from 299 screens worldwide at the end of 2007 to over 1,000 screens by the end of 2015.[11][12] As of September 2017, there were 1,302 IMAX theatres located in 75 countries, of which 1,203 were in commercial multiplexes.[13]
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 Camera




The IMAX cinema process increases the image resolution[image: External link] by using larger film frame; in relative terms, a frame of IMAX format film has three times the theoretical horizontal resolution of a frame of 35mm film.[14] To achieve such increased image resolution, which IMAX estimates at approximately 12,000 lines of horizontal resolution (12K),[15] 65mm film[image: External link] stock passes horizontally through the IMAX movie camera, 15 perforations at a time. At 24 frames per second, this means that the film moves through the camera at 102.7 metres per minute (just over 6 km/h). In a conventional 65mm camera, the film passes vertically through the camera, five perforations at a time, or 34 metres per minute. In comparison, in a conventional 35mm camera, 35mm film passes vertically through the camera, at four (smaller) perforations at a time, which translates to 27.4 metres per minute.[14]

In the Todd-AO[image: External link] 70mm-format of widescreen cinema, the image area of a 65mm film-frame is 48.5 mm × 22.1 mm (1.91 in × 0.87 in); in the IMAX-format of widescreen cinema, the film-frame dimensions are 69.6 mm × 48.5 mm (2.74 in × 1.91 in). To match the standard image resolution of the moving image produced with the film-speed of 24 frames per second[image: External link], an IMAX film requires three times the length of (negative) film stock required for a 65mm film of comparable scope and cinematic technique[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 IMAX/Phantom 3D digital camera




In 2011, IMAX announced a 4K 3D digital camera with the similar wide resolution of regular IMAX film cameras. The camera was developed alongside Vision Research and AbelCine, integrating two Phantom 65 engines. A prototype camera was used for the documentary Born to be Wild[image: External link], in which approximately 10% of the finished film was shot with the system.[16] The company has said they have no intention of replacing the higher resolution film cameras with the new digital camera, but the latter can be used in scenes that require a lightweight or relatively small 3D camera. While IMAX has completed the production camera and has placed in service on several films, they have no plans to produce an IMAX film solely with the new digital system. Transformers: Age of Extinction[image: External link] is the first feature film partially filmed with the Phantom 65 IMAX 3D camera.[17]
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 IMAX/Arri digital camera




In 2015, IMAX announced a 2D digital camera that was developed alongside Arri[image: External link], the camera being based on the latter company's Arri Alexa 65[image: External link] technology. The first production to use the camera was Captain America: Civil War. Directors Joe and Anthony Russo[image: External link] have announced that they will shoot Avengers: Infinity War and its sequel completely with these cameras.[18]

For Transformers: The Last Knight[image: External link], two IMAX/Arri cameras were combined in a rig to provide native 3D.[19]
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 Film




The IMAX format is generically called "15/70" film, the name referring to the 15 sprocket holes or perforations per frame. The film's bulk requires horizontal platters, rather than conventional film reels.[20] IMAX platters range from 1.2 to 1.83 meters (3.9 to 6.0 ft) diameter to accommodate 1 to 2.75 hours of film. Platters with a 2.5 hour feature film weigh 250 kilograms (550 lb). IMAX uses ESTAR-based print film[21] in their 15/70 rolling-loop film projection systems. ESTAR-based print film provides greater precision. The chemical development process does not change the size or shape of ESTAR print film, and IMAX's pin registration system (especially the camera mechanism) does not tolerate either sprocket[image: External link]-hole or film-thickness variations. On September 1, 2016, it announced plans to include Virtual Reality[image: External link] into the IMAX theater experience with the opening of a new VR center in Los Angeles using a new StarVR headset created by Acer.
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 Soundtrack - double-system




To use more of the image area, IMAX film does not include an embedded soundtrack. Instead, the IMAX system specifies a separate six-channel 35 mm (1.4 in) magnetic film, recorded and played back on a film follower[image: External link] locked to picture, just as Vitaphone[image: External link] had been (utilizing 16-inch 33 1/3 RPM electrical transcription discs[image: External link]) in the early 20th century, and was the same technology used to provide the 7-channel soundtrack accompanying films photographed and exhibited in the Cinerama[image: External link] process in the mid-1950s. By the early 1990s, a separate DTS[image: External link]-based 6-track digital sound system was used, similarly locked to the projector by a SMPTE time code[image: External link] synchronization apparatus, the audio played off a series of proprietarily encoded CD-ROM[image: External link] discs. In the late 1990s, IMAX upgraded this system to use a hard drive[image: External link] that carries a single uncompressed audio[image: External link] file that contains the six channels. These are converted directly to analogue rather than processed through a decoding method such as DTS[image: External link].

Like conventional theatres, IMAX theatres place speakers both directly behind the acoustically transparent screen and around the theatre to create a "surround sound" effect. IMAX also provides a "top center" speaker in addition to the centre speaker found in conventional theatres. This extra channel allows the sound mix engineers to take advantage of the screen's greater height.[22]
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 Projectors




Drawing the large film through the projector presented challenges for both the camera and the projector. Conventional 70 mm[image: External link] systems were not steady enough for the 586× magnification. On the projector side, William Shaw adapted an Australian patent for film transport called the "rolling loop" by adding a compressed air[image: External link] "puffer" to accelerate the film, and put a cylindrical lens[image: External link] in the projector's "aperture block". The projector uses a vacuum[image: External link] to pull the film into contact with this lens. Thus the "field flattener[image: External link]" flattens the image field. The lens is twice the height of the film and connects to a pneumatic[image: External link] piston[image: External link] so it can be moved up or down while the projector is running. This way, if a piece of dust comes off the film and sticks to the lens, the projectionist can switch to the clean side of the lens at the push of a button. The lens also has "wiper bars" made of a felt[image: External link] or brush-like material that wipes dust off the lens as it moves up or down. IMAX projectors are pin[image: External link] stabilized—meaning four registration pins engage the perforations[image: External link] at the corners of the projected frame to ensure perfect alignment. Shaw added cam[image: External link]-controlled arms to decelerate each frame to eliminate the microscopic shaking as the frame "settled" onto the registration pins. The projector's shutter[image: External link] is open around 20% longer than in conventional equipment and the light source is brighter. The xenon short-arc lamps[image: External link] are made of a thin layer of fused quartz[image: External link] and contain xenon[image: External link] gas at a pressure of about 25 atmospheres[image: External link] (367 PSI); because of this, projectionists are required to wear protective body armor[image: External link] when changing or handling these in case the lamp breaks (e.g., due to a drop to the floor) because of the danger from flying quartz[image: External link] shards when propelled by the high pressure of the xenon gas within. An IMAX projector weighs up to 1.8 tonne (2 short tons[image: External link]) and is over 178 cm (5.8 ft) tall and 195 cm (6.4 ft) long.

IMAX Corporation has released four projector types that use its 15-perforation, 70 mm film[image: External link] format: GT (Grand Theatre), GT 3D (dual rotor), SR (Small Rotor), and MPX, which was designed for retrofitted theatres.[23] In July 2008, the company introduced a digital projection system, which it has not given a distinct name or brand, designed for multiplex theatres with screens no wider than 21.3 m (70 ft). All IMAX projectors, except the standard GT system, can project 3D images[image: External link].
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 Digital projection




The digital cinema[image: External link] IMAX projection system, debuted in 2008, is designed to use with shorter 1.89:1 aspect ratio screens. The system uses two 2K projectors that can present either 2D or 3D content in DCI[image: External link] or IMAX Digital Format (IDF) (which in itself is a superset of DCI). IDF initially used 2K-resolution Christie[image: External link] xenon projectors, with a Texas Instruments[image: External link] Digital Light Processing[image: External link] (DLP) engine, but in 2012 IMAX announced that they would be switching to Barco[image: External link] as their primary supplier.[24] The two 2K images are projected superimposed on each other with a half-pixel offset, using super-resolution imaging[image: External link] to increase the perceived resolution to approximately 2.9K. For 3D presentations, one projector is used to display the image for each eye, while 2D presentations use the superimposed images to allow for a brighter 22-foot lambert[image: External link] image. The Digital IMAX projection system includes a proprietary IMAX Image Enhancer that modifies the output of the digital media server based on feedback from cameras and microphones in the auditorium, and maintains alignment with sub-pixel accuracy.[25]

Mainly because the system facilitates inexpensive distribution of IMAX features, the company announced in February 2012 that they were re-renovating specially selected locations around the world to present both 70mm analog as well as digital presentations. To do so, IMAX developed a rail system that moves the projectors in and out to accommodate either a full-frame film print or a digital-only release. These theaters were prepared in time for the release of The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link] in July 2012.[26]
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 Laser projection




In April 2012, IMAX began testing a new 4K laser projection system, based on patents licensed from Eastman Kodak[image: External link]. Like the 3D film and digital systems, it used two projectors, but it improved over the smaller digital screens by retaining the traditional IMAX aspect ratio and let films be shown on screens 36 m (118 ft) wide or more.[27] In December 2014, IMAX began rolling out its new Dual 4K laser projector[image: External link] system, dubbed "IMAX with Laser", with the first installation occurring at the Cineplex ScotiaBank Theatre[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link].[28][29] The system allows digital projection on the full 1.43:1 aspect ratio surface of a traditional IMAX screen, but can also be used on wider screens such as the 2.00:1-aspect-ratio TCL Chinese Theater[image: External link]. The system replaces the xenon arc lamp[image: External link] of a traditional digital projector with a laser light source, and is capable of 60 fps[image: External link] with "50 percent greater" brightness than the Digital Cinema Initiatives[image: External link] spec, a contrast ratio "double" that of IMAX 15/70mm film projection and "higher" than the 2500:1 contrast ratio of IMAX's xenon lamp-based projection systems, and displaying the full Rec. 2020[image: External link] color gamut/space. The system also features a new 12-channel[image: External link] surround sound system, which adds an additional speaker on either side of the theater as well as four new overhead speakers.[30][31]

While still not matching the theoretical resolution of traditional IMAX film, which is estimated at up to 12 thousand lines of horizontal resolution on the 65mm camera negative (12K) and approximately 6 thousand on a 35mm release print (6K),[15] the new laser system features dual-4K resolution[image: External link] projectors, each capable of displaying four times the detail of one Digital IMAX projector. Like Digital IMAX, images from the two projectors are projected superimposed on each other with a half-pixel offset, using super-resolution imaging[image: External link], which makes the perceived resolution greater than 4K.[32] In-theater cameras and microphones are used to automatically calibrate the projectors and sound system between showings.[33] For 3D presentations, one projector is used to display the image for each eye, while 2D presentations use the superimposed images to allow for a brighter image.[31] For 3D presentations, IMAX with Laser systems use dichroic filter[image: External link] glasses, similar to those used by Dolby 3D[image: External link], as opposed to the linear polarization[image: External link] glasses used in Digital IMAX theaters.[34]
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 Theatres




See also: List of IMAX venues[image: External link]


IMAX theatres are described as either "Classic Design" (purpose-built structures), or "Multiplex Design" (retrofitted auditoriums).[35] Classic IMAX theatre construction differs significantly from conventional theatres. The increased resolution lets the audience be much closer to the screen. Typically all rows are within one screen height—conventional theatre seating runs 8 to 12-screen heights. Also, the rows of seats are set at a steep angle (up to 30° in some domed theatres) so that the audience is facing the screen directly.[36] A standard IMAX screen is 22 m × 16.1 m (72 ft × 53 ft), but can be significantly larger. The world's largest IMAX screen was in Darling Harbour, Sydney, Australia, and measured 35.72 m × 29.57 m (117.2 ft × 97.0 ft).[37][38] The current largest IMAX screen is in Melbourne, Australia and measures 32 m × 23 m (105 ft × 75 ft).[39]
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 Variations
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 Dome and OMNIMAX




In the late 1960s the San Diego Hall of Science (now known as the Reuben H. Fleet Science Center[image: External link]) began searching North America for a large-format film system to project on the dome of their planned 23.16 m (76.0 ft) tilted dome[image: External link] planetarium[image: External link]. The standard IMAX projector was unsuitable for use inside a dome because it had a 3.65 m (12.0 ft) tall lamp house on top. IMAX Corporation redesigned its system, adding an elevator[image: External link] to lift the projector to the center of the dome from the projection booth below. Spectra Physics designed a suitable lamphouse that took smaller, 46 cm (18 in) lamps and placed the bulb behind the lens instead of above the projector. In 1970,[40] Ernst Leitz Canada, Ltd. (now ELCAN Optical Technologies[image: External link]) won a contract to develop and manufacture a fisheye lens[image: External link] projection system optimized to project an image onto a dome instead of a flat screen. The dome system, which the San Diego Hall of Science called OMNIMAX, uses films shot with a camera equipped with a fisheye lens that squeezes a highly distorted 180° field of view onto the 65 mm IMAX film. The lens is aligned below the center of the frame and most of the bottom half of the circular field falls beyond the edge of the film. The part of the field that would fall below the edge of the dome is masked. When filming, the camera is aimed upward at an angle that matches the tilt of the dome. When projected through a matching fisheye lens onto a dome, the original panoramic view is recreated. OMNIMAX wraps 180° horizontally, 100° above the horizon and 22° below the horizon for a viewer at the center of the dome. OMNIMAX premiered in 1973 showing Voyage to the Outer Planets[image: External link] (produced by Graphic Films) and Garden Isle[image: External link] (by Roger Tilton Films) on a double bill. IMAX has since renamed the system IMAX Dome. However, some theatres continue to call it OMNIMAX.

OMNIMAX theatres are used in theme parks and North American museums, particularly those with a scientific focus, where the technical aspects of the system may be highlighted as part of the attraction. The projection room is often windowed to allow public viewing and accompanied by informational placards like other exhibits. The screen may be a permanent fixture, such as at the Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link] in Chicago, Illinois; Carnegie Science Center[image: External link] in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; the Franklin Institute[image: External link] in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; the St. Louis Science Center[image: External link]; Boston's Museum of Science[image: External link]; Richmond's[image: External link] Science Museum of Virginia[image: External link]; the Charlotte Observer IMAX Dome Theatre at Discovery Place, Charlotte, North Carolina; Birmingham, Alabama's McWane Science Center and US Space and Rocket Center[image: External link] in Huntsville, AL; the Cincinnati Museum Center at Union Terminal[image: External link] and Great Lakes Science Center[image: External link] in Cleveland, OH; or lowered and raised as needed, such as at the Canadian Museum of History[image: External link] (where it shares an auditorium with a standard IMAX screen). The entire dome can be raised to show flat screen features and lowered for dome features. For the flat screen theaters, before the feature begins, the screen can be backlit to show the speakers and girders behind it. While the majority of museum installations focus on educational and documentary films, on special occasions, entertainment films are also shown, such as Charlie and the Chocolate Factory[image: External link] at the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry[image: External link]. The largest in North America are at Liberty Science Center[image: External link] in Jersey City[image: External link], New Jersey and the Telus World of Science[image: External link] in Vancouver, BC, both of which have dome screens 27 metres (89 ft) in size.
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  3D




Further information: 3D film[image: External link]


To create the illusion of depth, the IMAX 3D[image: External link] process uses two separate camera lenses that represent the left and right eyes. The lenses are separated by a distance of 64 mm (2.5 in), the average distance between a human's eyes. Two separate rolls of film are used to capture the images they produce. The IMAX 3D camera weighs over 113 kg (249 lb). By projecting the two films superimposed on the screen and using one of several available methods to direct only the correct image to each eye, viewers see a 3D image on a 2D screen. One method is to use polarizing filters[image: External link] to oppositely polarize[image: External link] the light used in projecting each image. The viewer wears glasses with polarizing filters oriented to match the projector filters, so that the filter over each eye blocks the light used to project the images intended for the other eye. In another method, the two projections rapidly alternate. While one image is being shown, the projection of its mate is blocked. Each frame[image: External link] is shown more than once to increase the rate and suppress flicker. The viewer wears shutter glasses[image: External link] with liquid crystal[image: External link] shutters that block or transmit light in sync[image: External link] with the projectors, so each eye sees only the images meant for it.

Several of the early films that had been produced in digital 3D[image: External link] for release in conventional theaters were also presented in IMAX 3D, including Avatar[image: External link], Gravity[image: External link] and The Amazing Spider-Man. The first full-color IMAX 3D film was the 1986 short documentary Transitions[image: External link], produced for Expo 86[image: External link] in Vancouver.[41]
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 HD




Variations on IMAX included the 48 frames per second[image: External link] IMAX HD process, which sought to produce smoother, more lifelike motion, while also reducing the blurring of moving objects, by doubling the normal film rate. The IMAX HD system was tested in 1992 at the Canada Pavilion of the Seville Expo '92[image: External link] with the film Momentum[image: External link].[42] Higher production costs, and the high "wear-and-tear" on the prints and projectors, doomed the IMAX HD system, but, not before many theatres had been retrofitted to project at 48 frames, especially in Canada, in order to play Momentum. In the 1990s theme parks in Thailand, Germany, and Las Vegas used IMAX HD for their Motion Simulator rides.[43] The Disney parks attraction Soarin' Over California[image: External link] features a modification of both IMAX HD and IMAX Dome, projecting in 48 frames per second.
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 Digital




Because 70mm film and projectors are costly and difficult to mass produce, and because the size of auditoriums that house full-size IMAX screens make them expensive to construct, IMAX debuted a digital projection system in 2008 to use with shorter 1.89:1 aspect ratio screens. It uses two 2K-resolution projectors that can present either 2D or 3D content in DCI[image: External link] or IMAX Digital Format (IDF) (which in itself is a superset of DCI). The digital installations have caused some controversy, as many theaters have branded their screens as IMAX after merely retrofitting standard auditoriums with IMAX digital projectors. The screen sizes in these auditoriums are much smaller than those in the purpose-built auditoriums of the original 15/70 IMAX format, and are limited to the 1.89:1 aspect ratio. Another disadvantage is the much lower resolution of digital IMAX. The technology has a maximum perceived resolution of 2.9K, compared to traditional IMAX 70mm projection, which has an estimated resolution of 12K.[15][25][44] Some reviewers have also noted that many non-IMAX theaters are projecting films at 4K resolution[image: External link] through competing brands such as Dolby Cinema[image: External link] and UltraAVX[image: External link].

IMAX has held to a uniform branding of "The IMAX Experience" across various underlying technologies and screen sizes.[45] Some have criticized the company's marketing approach.[46] Despite the differences with digital IMAX, the cost-effective format has aided in the company's worldwide growth, especially in Russia and China.
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 IMAXShift




In May 2016, IMAX announced the test launch of IMAXShift, a multimedia indoor cycling[image: External link] concept[47], but decided to discontinue it June 4, 2017.[48]
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 Films




See also: List of IMAX films[image: External link]
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 Entertainment




IMAX in the USA has mostly been used for specialty applications. The expense and logistical challenges of producing and presenting IMAX films have led to approximately 40 minute shorter running times than conventional films. Most are documentaries suited for institutional venues such as museums and science centers. IMAX cameras have been used while orbiting the Earth, climbing Mount Everest[image: External link], exploring the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean, and visiting the Antarctic[image: External link]. A film about the Mars Exploration Rovers[image: External link], titled Roving Mars[image: External link] (2006), used exclusive data[clarification needed[image: External link]] from the rovers.[35] An early attempt at presenting mainstream entertainment in IMAX was The Rolling Stones: Live at the Max[image: External link] (1991), an 85-minute compilation of concert footage filmed in IMAX during the band's 1990 Steel Wheels tour[image: External link], edited to give the impression of a single concert. In the 1990s more entertainment short films were created, notably T-Rex: Back to the Cretaceous[image: External link] in 1998 and Haunted Castle[image: External link] in 2001 (both in 3D). In 1995, French director Jean-Jacques Annaud[image: External link] directed Wings of Courage[image: External link], the first dramatic picture shot for IMAX. In 1998 and 1999, More[image: External link] and The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link] became the first short films produced using the IMAX format and both earned Academy Award nominations, with Old Man and the Sea winning (the only IMAX film to win an Oscar). In 2000, Disney[image: External link] produced Fantasia 2000[image: External link], the first full-length animated feature initially released exclusively in the IMAX format.
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 Use in Hollywood productions




Before the end of the 1990s, theatrical features were deemed impossible to run in IMAX venues at the time, as there was a technical limitation on the size of the film reel where films had to run around two hours. Originally, IMAX and Pixar[image: External link] considered releasing Toy Story[image: External link] in IMAX 3D, but test results showed that the render resolution could not match the size of the IMAX image.[49] DreamWorks[image: External link] in the early 2000s wanted to re-release Shrek[image: External link] in IMAX 3D, but this too was canceled as a result of creative changes in the studio.[50] These failed attempts at re-releases did inspire IMAX to experiment and improve their ability in presenting computer animation in their theaters. Their compilation CyberWorld[image: External link] was the result, which contained new original animation and IMAX-presented versions of computer animated tests and music videos. Cyberworld even presented open-matte[image: External link] 3D versions of the bar sequence from Antz[image: External link] and the " Homer3[image: External link]" segment from The Simpsons[image: External link]; both coincidentally were animated at Pacific Data Images[image: External link].

Walt Disney Pictures[image: External link] became the first studio to release theatrical films in the IMAX process. Released on New Year's Day in 2000, Fantasia 2000[image: External link] was the studio's first IMAX release and the first theatrical feature presented in IMAX theaters. It was originally planned as a standard theatrical release, but in agreeing with the company to release the film, the IMAX sound system incorporated a multi-channel and multi-layer stereo system for the orchestrated soundtrack, similar to the Fantasound[image: External link] system Walt Disney had envisioned for the original film[image: External link] in 1940. The company agreed to Disney's terms and conditions to gain the exclusive first showings of the film. These included a limited engagement of four months (from January 1 to April 30) and 50% of the box office receipts. Not all IMAX cinemas were prepared to accept Disney's terms to present the film; however, following the IMAX release, a standard 35mm run followed in June at regular theaters.

Although Fantasia 2000 had a lukewarm financial run, the critical praise for its use of the IMAX format convinced Disney to put more releases in the giant-screen format in the pipeline. In 2002, IMAX re-issues of Beauty and the Beast[image: External link] and The Lion King[image: External link] were released in select theaters over the winter and Christmas seasons of that year. New digital masters[image: External link] were created from the original CAPS[image: External link] production files and select scenes of animation were cleaned up to make use of the high resolution IMAX film negatives. Treasure Planet[image: External link] was also released in select IMAX theaters and was the first theatrical film released in regular and IMAX theaters simultaneously. But all of these releases had underwhelming box office returns and Disney canceled later big-screen re-releases, including Aladdin[image: External link].

With the unveiling of the DMR process (see below), Warner Bros. Pictures[image: External link] especially embraced the format beginning in 2003 with the two Matrix[image: External link] sequels, Reloaded[image: External link] and Revolutions[image: External link]. Since The Prisoner of Azkaban[image: External link] in 2004, Warner Bros. began releasing the Harry Potter film franchise[image: External link] in IMAX to strong financial success. Also in 2004 the studio released Robert Zemeckis[image: External link]' motion-capture film The Polar Express[image: External link] in IMAX 3D. Polar Express became the most successful film released in IMAX theaters, producing at least a quarter of the film's gross of $302 million from fewer than 100 IMAX screens.[citation needed[image: External link]] Success for Warner Bros. and IMAX followed in later years with I Am Legend[image: External link], Happy Feet[image: External link], Batman Begins[image: External link] and The Dark Knight[image: External link]. Progressively other studios became further interested in releasing films in IMAX through the DMR process and have earned success through it. In 2009, J. J. Abrams[image: External link]'s Star Trek[image: External link] was released for initially two weeks in IMAX venues in May and opened to $8.3 million dollars.[51] The IMAX opening weekends of The Avengers[image: External link] and Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows Part 2[image: External link] have since grossed $15 million.

Though they were not filmed with IMAX cameras, Skyfall[image: External link] and The Amazing Spider-Man were optimized for IMAX digital screens when they were released. Both movies were filmed in high-resolution cameras and the digital negative ratio was equal to that of the IMAX Digital frame. Skyfall increased the visual information of the entire film while Amazing Spider-Man optimized the finale battle with the Lizard. When James Cameron[image: External link]'s Titanic[image: External link] was restored and re-released in theaters there was also specially made an open-matte version for IMAX. In 2010 after years of successful IMAX DMR releases, Warner Bros. signed a deal to release up to 20 feature films in IMAX up to 2013, including educational documentaries that were in production.[52]

In May 2015, Marvel Studios announced that its next two Avengers films, Avengers: Infinity War and an untitled sequel, would be filmed entirely in IMAX, the first Hollywood feature film to do so, using a modified version of Arri[image: External link]'s Alexa 65 digital camera. The camera was used first to film select sequences in another Marvel production, 2016's Captain America: Civil War.[53][54][55]
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 DMR (Digital Media Remastering)




See also: List of IMAX DMR films[image: External link]


IMAX's proprietary DMR (Digital Media Remastering) process up-converts[image: External link] conventional films to IMAX format. This special digital intermediate[image: External link] technology let IMAX venues show films shot on 35mm for conventional theaters. In 2002, Star Wars: Episode II – Attack of the Clones[image: External link] and an IMAX-format re-release of the 1995 film Apollo 13[image: External link], were the first official applications of the DMR process. Because of projection limitations at the time, the studios had to edit Apollo 13 and Attack of the Clones to have a shorter playing time. As IMAX updated the system and expanded the size of the platters, the later DMR releases did not have this limitation; current platters provide a run time of up to 175 minutes. Reviewers have generally praised the results of the DMR blowup process, which are visually and audibly superior to the same films projected in 35mm.[citation needed[image: External link]] But some filmmakers, such as producer Frank Marshall[image: External link], point out that DMR blowups are not comparable to films created directly in the 70 mm 15 perf IMAX format, and that directors Ron Howard[image: External link] and George Lucas[image: External link] expected better.[56] They note that the decline of Cinerama[image: External link] coincided roughly with its replacement by a simpler, cheaper, technically inferior version, and view DMR with alarm. IMAX originally reserved the phrase "the IMAX experience" for true 70 mm productions, but now allows its use on DMR productions as well.

After The Lion King in 2003, no Hollywood studio engaged in re-releasing and restoring classic films through the IMAX DMR process until 2012 although ongoing conversion of new releases continued and continued to grow in number. James Cameron's Titanic underwent both 3D conversion and DMR conversion to 3D in 2012 as did Men in Black 3. In August 2012 IMAX and Paramount Pictures[image: External link] announced a one-week exclusive re-release of Raiders of the Lost Ark[image: External link] on September 7, 2012, to promote the release of the Blu-Ray collection. The film, before it underwent DMR, was already restored in a 4K digital intermediate with 7.1 surround sound from the original negative. The process for IMAX theaters, like with the complete restoration, was supervised by Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and sound designer Ben Burtt[image: External link]. "I didn't know if the 1981 print would stand up to a full IMAX transfer, so I came expecting a sort of grainy, muddy, and overly enlarged representation of the movie I had made years ago," Spielberg said. "I was blown away by the fact that it looked better than the movie I had made years ago."
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 Feature films




Some recent features have employed IMAX cameras for select scenes, however no full-length feature film has yet been shot entirely using IMAX cameras due to the numerous difficulties presented with the format – the cameras are much larger and heavier than standard cameras and as they are noisier it makes dialogue recording difficult.[57] The cameras have short film loads ranging from 30 seconds to two minutes[57] and the cost of the film stock is much greater than standard 35mm film.[58]

The Dark Knight[image: External link] features six sequences (a total of 28 minutes) shot using IMAX. According to the film's press notes, this was the "first time ever that a major feature film has been even partially shot using IMAX cameras".[59] Even before Dark Knight, Nolan had wanted to shoot a film in the IMAX format, and he also used it for quiet scenes that it would make pictorially interesting. Nolan said that he wished that it were possible to shoot the entire film in IMAX: "if you could take an IMAX camera to Mount Everest or outer space, you could use it in a feature movie." Nolan chose to edit some of the IMAX sequences using the original camera negative to eliminate generation loss, while scenes that were digitally mastered were scanned and printed out at 8 thousand lines of horizontal resolution (8K).[60] When the film opened in 94 IMAX venues in 2008, all of them were sold out for the opening weekend.

A year later, director Michael Bay[image: External link] was inspired by IMAX's use in The Dark Knight to feature big-screen sequences in Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen[image: External link].[61] The film's co-writer Roberto Orci suggested that the IMAX footage would be 3D, but Bay later said that considering himself an "old school" filmmaker, he found 3D gimmicky and added that shooting in IMAX was easier than using stereoscopic cameras. The IMAX version of the film, in the end, contained almost ten minutes of IMAX-filmed footage out of the two and a half hour film. Bay later partially filmed the third Transformers film, Dark of the Moon[image: External link] in 3D but without IMAX. Bay returned to IMAX for the fourth film, Age of Extinction[image: External link], in 2014. It was the first feature film shot using digital IMAX 3D cameras.[62] He again used IMAX 3D cameras while shooting fifth film, Transformers: The Last Knight[image: External link], filming 98% of the film with 2 Alexa/IMAX cameras attached together to a special mount.

Two years later, Brad Bird[image: External link]'s Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol[image: External link] had 25 minutes of footage shot using IMAX cameras.[63][64] Bird believed that using IMAX format would bring back "a level of showmanship" to the presentation of Hollywood films, which he believes the industry has lost due to its emphasis on screening films in multiplexes[image: External link] as opposed to grand theaters, and vetoing "first runs" in favor of wider initial releases.[65] He also added that the IMAX format offered the viewer more immersion than digital 3D due to its brighter, higher quality image, which is projected on a larger screen, without the need for specialised glasses. Ghost Protocol opened on December 16, 2011, in almost 500 IMAX venues worldwide a week before its wide release where it earned third place in the box office and $12 million dollars.

Like with The Dark Knight, Christopher Nolan[image: External link] decided to film sequences of the sequel, The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], in 15/70mm IMAX.[66] Nolan elected not to film in 3D and stated that he intends to focus on improving image quality and scale using the IMAX format. In a then-Hollywood record, The Dark Knight Rises featured 72 minutes of footage shot in 70mm IMAX (roughly 2.5 times that of The Dark Knight's 28 minutes, however, this record was later overtaken by another Nolan film, Dunkirk, which featured 79 minutes of IMAX) Because of the considerable noise IMAX cameras make, they used 35mm and 70mm cameras to shoots dialogue scenes, and dubbed dialogue in scenes shot with IMAX cameras. Chairman and president of the IMAX Corporation Greg Foster stated that IMAX plans to run the film in its theaters for two months, despite only being contractually committed to run the film for two weeks in some theaters.

J. J. Abrams[image: External link]'s Star Trek Into Darkness[image: External link],[67] Francis Lawrence[image: External link]'s The Hunger Games: Catching Fire[image: External link],[68] Luc Besson[image: External link]'s Lucy[image: External link],[69] and Christopher Nolan's Interstellar[image: External link][70] are films that were released between 2013 and 2014 that had sequences filmed with 15/70mm IMAX cameras.

On July 9, 2014, Bad Robot (J. J. Abrams's production company) confirmed via a picture uploaded to Twitter that one sequence in Disney and Lucasfilms' Star Wars: The Force Awakens[image: External link] would be captured with the IMAX 15/70 perf film camera, in addition to the standard 35mm film cameras that Abrams and his cinematographer Dan Mindel have employed for shooting the movie.[71]

Adele[image: External link]'s music video " Hello[image: External link]", released in 2015, became the first music video that was partially filmed with IMAX cameras.[72]

In April 2015, Marvel Studios announced that Russo brothers[image: External link]' Captain America: Civil War would be the first film to use the new IMAX/Arri 2D digital camera, which was used to shoot approximately 15 minutes of the film.[73] In May 2015, the Russo brothers announced that their upcoming films Avengers: Infinity War and the untitled Avengers sequel, scheduled for release in 2018 and 2019, would be the first feature films shot entirely in IMAX, albeit using the Imax/Arri 2D digital camera instead of 15/70 perf film.[74]

Rihanna[image: External link]'s music video " Sledgehammer[image: External link]", released in 2016, the second music video to use the new IMAX/Arri 2D digital camera.[75]

Christopher Nolan used 15/70mm IMAX cameras again on his next film, Dunkirk[image: External link]. However, unlike the previous films, where he used the cameras for select sequences, Nolan used IMAX as the primary shooting format, with 75% (about 79 minutes) of the 106-minute film featuring footage shot in 70mm IMAX (breaking the aforementioned record that a previous Nolan film, The Dark Knight Rises[image: External link], held). This was possible due to the sparsity of dialogue in the film, as 15/70mm IMAX cameras are notoriously noisy (a few dialogue-heavy scenes were shot with regular 70mm film cameras). IMAX cameras were also used hand-held for the first time, as Nolan was advised by both Steven Spielberg[image: External link] and Ron Howard[image: External link] that it was the best way to shoot on vessels. Dunkirk received the widest release on 70mm IMAX since his last film, Interstellar[image: External link], with the film being released on the format in 37 theaters around the world.
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 In space




IMAX cameras have flown in space on 17 occasions, NASA[image: External link] astronauts have used handheld IMAX cameras to document missions, and an IMAX camera has also been mounted in the payload bay of the Shuttle itself. Space shuttle mission STS-41-C[image: External link] filmed the deployment of the LDEF[image: External link] (Long duration exposure facility) and the repair of the Solar Max[image: External link] Satellite. This footage was included in the 1985 IMAX movie The Dream is Alive.[image: External link] Kennedy Space Center in Florida has two IMAX 3D theaters, these show space movies, including footage shot on missions and narrated by celebrities.[76] Two of the IMAX cameras used by NASA are now on display at the National Air and space Museum[image: External link] in Washington DC[image: External link].[77]
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 Awards




In 1996, IMAX was awarded the Oscar for Scientific and Technical Achievement by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[78] The award cited IMAX's innovations in creating and developing a method of filming and exhibiting large-format, wide-angle motion pictures.[79]

To date, ten native-format IMAX format films have received Academy Awards[image: External link] nomination, with one winner. While on technical aspects and the usage of the IMAX system, only Wally Pfister[image: External link]'s cinematography on The Dark Knight[image: External link] has earned a nomination.


	
The Eruption of Mount St. Helens![image: External link], 1980 Documentary Short Subject

	
Fires of Kuwait[image: External link], 1992 Documentary Feature

	
The Living Sea[image: External link], 1995 Documentary Short Subject

	
Special Effects: Anything Can Happen[image: External link], 1996 Documentary Short Subject

	
Cosmic Voyage[image: External link], 1996 Documentary Short Subject

	
Amazon[image: External link], 1997 Documentary Short Subject

	
Alaska: Spirit of the Wild[image: External link], 1997 Documentary Short Subject

	
More[image: External link], 1998 Animated Short Film

	
The Old Man and the Sea[image: External link], Winner 1999 Animated Short Film

	
Dolphins[image: External link], 2000 Documentary Short Subject
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 Other uses




Many IMAX films have been remastered into HDTV[image: External link] format (cropped to fit into HDTV's 16:9[image: External link] aspect ratio) for the MOJO HD[image: External link], HDNet[image: External link] and HD Theatre networks and release on DVD and Blu-ray Disc[image: External link]. In July 2005 the BFI IMAX Cinema[image: External link] in London became the first to host live music concerts, using a digital non-IMAX projector.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Science Museum London and BFI IMAX Cinema have also hosted computer game tournaments[image: External link] using digital projectors.[citation needed[image: External link]] Several amusement park attractions have integrated IMAX film segments, including Back to the Future: The Ride[image: External link] formerly at Universal Studios[image: External link] in Florida and California, Horizons[image: External link] formerly at Epcot[image: External link] and Soarin' Around the World[image: External link] at Disney California Adventure Park[image: External link] and Epcot[image: External link].
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 Technical specifications




IMAX (15/70)


	spherical lenses[image: External link]

	
70 mm film[image: External link], 15 perforations per frame

	horizontal rolling loop movement, from right to left (viewed from emulsion side)

	24 frames per second

	
camera aperture: 70.41 mm × 52.63 mm (2.772 in × 2.072 in)

	
projection aperture: at least 2 mm (0.079 in) less than camera aperture on the vertical axis and at least 0.41 mm (0.016 in) less on the horizontal axis

	
aspect ratio: 1.43:1

	DMR aspect ratio: 1.89:1, 2.39:1



IMAX Dome/OMNIMAX



Same as IMAX except:


	fisheye lenses[image: External link]

	lens optically centered 9.4 mm (0.37 in) above film horizontal center line

	projected elliptically on a dome screen, 20° below and 110° above perfectly centered viewers
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 Competitors




In late 2014, Dolby announced Dolby Cinema[image: External link] as an IMAX competitor with super-vivid image mainly in High Dynamic Range[image: External link] with shadow.[81] In Australia and New Zealand, Event Cinemas[image: External link] sells a premium cinema experience with a bigger screen, improved imagery and better seats marketed as Vmax. In the United States Cinemark[image: External link] has its Cinemark XD: Extreme Digital Cinema.[82][83][84][85]
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 See also





	List of IMAX DMR films[image: External link]

	List of IMAX films[image: External link]

	List of IMAX venues[image: External link]

	List of IMAX-based rides[image: External link]

	
China Film Giant Screen[image: External link], a similar format developed to break IMAX's large-screen monopoly in China

	RealD Cinema[image: External link]
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X-Men: Dark Phoenix






This article is about the 2018 film. For the comics storyline, see The Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link].

X-Men: Dark Phoenix is an upcoming American superhero film[image: External link] based on Marvel Comics' X-Men characters, distributed by 20th Century Fox[image: External link]. It is intended to be the twelfth installment in the X-Men film series[image: External link], and the beginning of a new X-Men trilogy. The film is being written and directed by Simon Kinberg, and is set to star James McAvoy, Michael Fassbender, Jennifer Lawrence, Nicholas Hoult, Tye Sheridan, Sophie Turner[image: External link], Alexandra Shipp, Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link], Evan Peters, and Jessica Chastain[image: External link]. In X-Men: Dark Phoenix, the X-Men must face the full power of the Phoenix after a mission to space goes wrong.

After X-Men: Days of Future Past erased the events of X-Men: The Last Stand from the series' timeline, Kinberg expressed interest in a new, more faithful adaptation of Chris Claremont[image: External link]'s "The Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link]" in a future film than his previous attempt with The Last Stand, which was not well received. The new adaptation was confirmed as a follow-up to X-Men: Apocalypse in 2016. Kinberg signed on to make his directorial debut[image: External link] in June 2017, when the majority of the cast was confirmed to return from Apocalypse. Filming began later that month in Montreal[image: External link], and was completed in October 2017.

X-Men: Dark Phoenix is scheduled to be released on November 2, 2018.



TOP[image: External link]
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 Premise




In 1992, nearly a decade after the events of X-Men: Apocalypse, the X-Men are national heroes going on increasingly risky missions. When a solar flare hits them during a rescue mission in space, Jean Grey[image: External link] loses control of her abilities and unleashes the Phoenix.[1]
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 Cast





	
James McAvoy as Charles Xavier: A mutant[image: External link] pacifist and the world's most powerful telepath, he founded Xavier's School for Gifted Youngsters.[2]


	
Michael Fassbender as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto:

A powerful mutant who can control magnetic fields[image: External link] and manipulate metal, he is Xavier's best friend and often rival.[2] Magneto has formed a community of mutant refugees on the island of Genosha[image: External link].[3]


	
Jennifer Lawrence as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique:

A shape-shifting mutant and Xavier's adopted sister.[2] Lawrence described her role in the film as more maternal than previously, as she leads the younger X-Men.[4]


	
Nicholas Hoult as Hank McCoy / Beast: A mutant with a beastly appearance and superhuman physical abilities, he is a teacher at Xavier's School.[2]


	
Tye Sheridan as Scott Summers / Cyclops:

A mutant who fires concussive optic beams.[2] The film develops his relationship with Jean Grey, which director Simon Kinberg called "a huge part of the emotional core of the movie". This forces the character to become a leader in the film.[5]


	
Sophie Turner[image: External link] as Jean Grey / Phoenix:

An extremely powerful mutant with telepathic and telekinetic powers who is one of Xavier's most prized students.[2] The Phoenix personality is unleashed in the film, leading to a fight between the two personalities for control. Turner studied multiple personality disorder[image: External link] and schizophrenia[image: External link] for the role, particularly for scenes where she has to change from the vulnerable Jean to the confident Phoenix.[6]


	
Alexandra Shipp as Storm: An African mutant orphan who can control the weather[image: External link].[2]


	
Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] as Kurt Wagner / Nightcrawler: A German teleporting mutant.[2]


	
Evan Peters as Peter Maximoff / Quicksilver: Magneto's son who can move at supersonic speed[image: External link].[7]


	
Jessica Chastain[image: External link] as an alien with shape-shifting abilities that manipulates the Phoenix.[8][9] Chastain described her character as clinical.[9]




Additionally, Olivia Munn reprises her role of Psylocke,[10] while Daniel Cudmore[image: External link]—who previously portrayed Colossus[image: External link] in the franchise—and Lamar Johnson[image: External link] appear in undisclosed roles.[11][7]
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Director Bryan Singer began exploring the character Jean Grey / Phoenix in the 2003 film X2, with the intention of adapting Marvel Comics' storyline "The Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link]" in the next film. However, Singer ultimately did not return to direct the sequel X-Men: The Last Stand. That film's writers, Simon Kinberg and Zak Penn[image: External link], still intended to adapt the "Dark Phoenix Saga", but as only one of the film's "parallel storylines", with an executive at 20th Century Fox[image: External link] suggesting that the " Gifted[image: External link]" storyline also be in that film.[12] This version of the story was not well received, and Kinberg said that he and Penn ultimately were unhappy with how the adaptation turned out as well.[13] After the timeline of the X-Men franchise[image: External link] was reset with the 2014 film X-Men: Days of Future Past, it was noted that a new adaptation of the "Dark Phoenix Saga" could be made that ignores the events of The Last Stand. Kinberg and Singer both expressed interest in this, and hinted that 2016's X-Men: Apocalypse would set up elements for such a retelling. Apocalypse introduces Sophie Turner[image: External link] as a young Jean Grey, and begins exploring "how powerful she is".[13] By April 2016, the sequel to Apocalypse was believed to indeed re-adapt "The Dark Phoenix Saga".[14]

In May 2016, Kinberg said that the next X-Men film after Apocalypse would be set in the 1990s, advancing a decade as had been done for the previous few X-Men films.[15] He also noted that Apocalypse had introduced younger versions of several characters from the original X-Men films to give them a new origin story[image: External link]—including Storm, Cyclops, Nightcrawler, and Jean Grey—with the intention of then exploring them in their own trilogy of films. He added that he also hoped to see the cast of the previous trilogy of films return, namely James McAvoy as Charles Xavier, Michael Fassbender as Erik Lehnsherr / Magneto, and Jennifer Lawrence as Raven Darkhölme / Mystique.[16] In July, Kinberg said he would begin writing the next mainline X-Men film "real soon".[17] That November, Fox was said to be pressing "the reset button" on the franchise due to the financial and critical underperformance of Apocalypse, with the franchise being reconfigured and Singer said to not be returning to direct the next film. McAvoy, Fassbender, Lawrence, and Nicholas Hoult's contracts from the previous trilogy had ended, but Kinberg was optimistically writing the new script with them in mind.[18]

It was rumored in February 2017 that the next film would be titled X-Men: Supernova, and would begin filming that June.[19] Also in February, Turner confirmed that she would return for the film.[20] Kinberg was believed to be interested in making his directorial debut[image: External link] with the film,[21] and was described as the top contender for the job, with interest from Fox as well. The studio was also looking to negotiate new deals with Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, and Hoult to return.[22] By the end of the month, Kinberg described reports that he may direct the film as "premature", but added that if he were to direct, he would not be daunted by the scale of the film due to his experience writing and producing many of the other X-Men films. He also reiterated that he would adapt "The Dark Phoenix Saga" differently to how he did for The Last Stand if given another opportunity to do so.[23]
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Kinberg said at the start of March 2017 that he and producer Hutch Parker had begun early prep on the film, and that Supernova was just a code name they had been using for the sequel. He said that they had begun discussing the story for the film during post-production on Apocalypse, and that they wanted to do "something bold and radical and expand the universe in the same way that Logan feels bold and radical and certainly Deadpool does as well."[24] In pitching the film to the studio, Kinberg used real world imagery such as disaster footage or lightning strikes, and focused on an organic and relevant approach as a response to criticisms of Apocalypse's heightened reality.[25] Fox officially titled the film Dark Phoenix in April, and gave it a release date of November 2, 2018.[26] Fassbender indicated in May that he would be returning for the film,[27] and Parker soon hinted that a young version of the character Rogue[image: External link] could appear, and that the film could possibly explore the cosmic elements of the "Dark Phoenix" storyline.[28][29]

In June 2017, the Shi'ar[image: External link] alien race was rumored to be featured in the film,[30] and Angelina Jolie[image: External link] was being looked at for a role, though she was not expected to accept the part. Jessica Chastain[image: External link] was also potentially being looked at for the same character.[31] Fox confirmed that Kinberg would direct the film, and that Lawrence, Fassbender, McAvoy, and Hoult had all signed on to return for one more film. In addition to Turner, Apocalypse actors Alexandra Shipp, Tye Sheridan, and Kodi Smit-McPhee[image: External link] were also confirmed to be returning, while producers for the film were revealed to be Kinberg, Singer, Parker, and Lauren Shuler Donner. At that time, Chastain was in talks to join the cast as Shi'ar Empress Lilandra[image: External link], the film's villain. The film's script was said to "hew closer" to the original "Dark Phoenix Saga" by Chris Claremont[image: External link] and John Byrne[image: External link] than The Last Stand did.[32][2] It was later revealed that the character Dazzler would be appearing in the film, after being hinted at in a scene that was ultimately deleted from Apocalypse.[33]
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Principal photography began on June 28, 2017, in Montreal[image: External link],[2][34] under the working title[image: External link] Teen Spirit.[35] Mauro Fiore[image: External link] served as cinematographer.[36] Before the end of June, Evan Peters was set to reprise his role as "audience favorite" character Quicksilver from the previous films, and Lamar Johnson[image: External link] joined the cast in an unspecified role.[7] At the start of August, Chastain confirmed her involvement in the film;[8] she was interested in the story, after turning down roles in other superhero films, due to its focus on female characters.[37] Later that month, Kinberg stated that he wanted the film to be "human" and emotional like previous X-Men films, and that he was looking to ground the "Dark Phoenix Saga" story for his adaptation "so it’s not too intergalactic".[38] By September, Daniel Cudmore[image: External link] had confirmed that he would be appearing in the film, but could not confirm whether he would be reprising his role of Colossus[image: External link] from previous films in the franchise or if he would be portraying a new character.[11] Chastain revealed that she was not actually playing Lilandra,[39] while Olivia Munn confirmed later that month that she would be reprising her role of Psylocke in the film, and described Dark Phoenix as "a two parter".[10] Filming was completed in Montreal on October 14, 2017.[34][40]
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In December 2017, Kinberg revealed that the film would be in post-production for almost a year, longer than usual for the series, because he wanted to take the time to get the visual effects right by focusing on the "nuance" of the effects rather than the scale.[41] He also explained that he "felt in his gut" that this was the story that he needed to tell once Singer left the franchise, and that his vision for the film was "so clear in my head, emotionally and visually, that it would have killed me to hand this to somebody else to direct". The film was described as being the most sinister and somber of the franchise, with McAvoy finding it to be the most emotional of the X-Men films he had worked on. It becomes a "fight for Jean’s soul" and features a twist that was intended to have significant repercussions on the entire franchise.[1] Lawrence revealed that she had worked to convince Kinberg to direct the film, and had promised to return for it if he did so, despite her dislike of the make-up required to portray her character.[42] It was also revealed then that the film would be introducing a version of the island Genosha[image: External link], adapted to the film as a mutant refuge led by Magneto,[3] and that it would focus on the female characters more so than previous films in the series, particularly Jean Grey as both the hero and villain of the film, and Chastain's character with whom Grey has a complex relationship.[37]
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Peters stated in January 2018 that Hans Zimmer[image: External link] was composing the score for the film,[43] despite Zimmer having said in March 2016 that he would not score another superhero film following his experience working on Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice[image: External link].[44]
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 Release




X-Men: Dark Phoenix is scheduled for release in the United States on November 2, 2018.[26]
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 Future




Kinberg said in May 2016 that he hoped Dark Phoenix would be the first in a new trilogy of films focusing on the younger versions of the original X-Men characters.[16] After the proposed acquisition of 21st Century Fox by Disney[image: External link] was announced in December 2017, Disney CEO Bob Iger[image: External link] said that the X-Men would be integrated with the Marvel Cinematic Universe under Disney.[45]
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Ancient Egypt






For the British history magazine, see Ancient Egypt (magazine)[image: External link].

"Ancient Egyptian" redirects here. For the language, see Egyptian language[image: External link].

Ancient Egypt was a civilization[image: External link] of ancient[image: External link] Northeastern Africa[image: External link], concentrated along the lower reaches of the Nile River[image: External link] in the place that is now the country Egypt[image: External link]. Egyptian civilization followed prehistoric Egypt[image: External link] and coalesced around 3100 BC (according to conventional Egyptian chronology[image: External link]) [1][image: External link] with the political unification of Upper and Lower Egypt[image: External link] under Menes[image: External link] (often identified with Narmer[image: External link]). [2][image: External link] The history of ancient Egypt[image: External link] occurred as a series of stable kingdoms, separated by periods of relative instability known as Intermediate Periods: the Old Kingdom[image: External link] of the Early Bronze Age[image: External link], the Middle Kingdom[image: External link] of the Middle Bronze Age[image: External link] and the New Kingdom[image: External link] of the Late Bronze Age[image: External link].

Egypt reached the pinnacle of its power in the New Kingdom, ruling much of Nubia[image: External link] and a sizable portion of the Near East[image: External link], after which it entered a period of slow decline. During the course of its history Egypt was invaded or conquered by a number of foreign powers, including the Hyksos[image: External link], the Libyans[image: External link], the Nubians[image: External link], the Assyrians[image: External link], the Achaemenid Persians[image: External link], and the Macedonians[image: External link] under the command of Alexander the Great[image: External link]. The Greek Ptolemaic Kingdom[image: External link], formed in the aftermath of Alexander's death, ruled Egypt until 30 BC, when, under Cleopatra[image: External link], it fell to the Roman Empire[image: External link] and became a Roman province[image: External link]. [3][image: External link]

The success of ancient Egyptian civilization came partly from its ability to adapt to the conditions of the Nile River valley for agriculture[image: External link]. The predictable flooding[image: External link] and controlled irrigation[image: External link] of the fertile valley produced surplus crops, which supported a more dense population, and social development[image: External link] and culture. With resources to spare, the administration[image: External link] sponsored mineral exploitation of the valley and surrounding desert regions, the early development of an independent writing system[image: External link], the organization of collective construction and agricultural projects, trade with surrounding regions, and a military[image: External link] intended to defeat foreign enemies and assert Egyptian dominance. Motivating and organizing these activities was a bureaucracy of elite scribes[image: External link], religious leaders, and administrators under the control of a pharaoh[image: External link], who ensured the cooperation and unity of the Egyptian people in the context of an elaborate system of religious beliefs[image: External link]. [4][image: External link] [5][image: External link]

The many achievements of the ancient Egyptians include the quarrying[image: External link], surveying[image: External link] and construction techniques that supported the building of monumental pyramids[image: External link], temples[image: External link], and obelisks[image: External link]; a system of mathematics[image: External link], a practical and effective system of medicine[image: External link], irrigation systems and agricultural production techniques, the first known planked boats, [6][image: External link] Egyptian faience[image: External link] and glass technology, new forms of literature[image: External link], and the earliest known peace treaty[image: External link], made with the Hittites. [7][image: External link] Ancient Egypt has left a lasting legacy. Its art[image: External link] and architecture[image: External link] were widely copied, and its antiquities carried off to far corners of the world. Its monumental ruins have inspired the imaginations of travelers and writers for centuries. A new-found respect for antiquities and excavations in the early modern period by Europeans and Egyptians led to the scientific investigation[image: External link] of Egyptian civilization and a greater appreciation of its cultural legacy. [8][image: External link]
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Main articles: Ancient Egyptian agriculture[image: External link], History of ancient Egypt[image: External link], History of Egypt[image: External link], and Population history of Egypt[image: External link]


The Nile[image: External link] has been the lifeline of its region for much of human history. [9][image: External link] The fertile floodplain of the Nile gave humans the opportunity to develop a settled agricultural economy and a more sophisticated, centralized society that became a cornerstone in the history of human civilization. [10][image: External link] Nomadic[image: External link] modern human[image: External link] hunter-gatherers[image: External link] began living in the Nile valley through the end of the Middle Pleistocene[image: External link] some 120,000 years ago. By the late Paleolithic[image: External link] period, the arid climate of Northern Africa became increasingly hot and dry, forcing the populations of the area to concentrate along the river region.
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Main article: Predynastic Egypt[image: External link]


In Predynastic and Early Dynastic[image: External link] times, the Egyptian climate was much less arid than it is today. Large regions of Egypt were covered in treed savanna[image: External link] and traversed by herds of grazing ungulates[image: External link]. Foliage and fauna were far more prolific in all environs and the Nile region supported large populations of waterfowl. Hunting would have been common for Egyptians, and this is also the period when many animals were first domesticated[image: External link]. [11][image: External link]

By about 5500 BC[image: External link], small tribes living in the Nile valley had developed into a series of cultures demonstrating firm control of agriculture and animal husbandry[image: External link], and identifiable by their pottery and personal items, such as combs, bracelets, and beads. The largest of these early cultures in upper (Southern) Egypt was the Badari[image: External link], which probably originated in the Western Desert; it was known for its high quality ceramics, stone tools[image: External link], and its use of copper. [12][image: External link]

The Badari was followed by the Amratian[image: External link] (Naqada I) and Gerzeh[image: External link] (Naqada II) cultures, [13][image: External link] which brought a number of technological improvements. As early as the Naqada I Period, predynastic Egyptians imported obsidian[image: External link] from Ethiopia[image: External link], used to shape blades and other objects from flakes[image: External link]. [14][image: External link] In Naqada II times, early evidence exists of contact with the Near East[image: External link], particularly Canaan[image: External link] and the Byblos[image: External link] coast. [15][image: External link] Over a period of about 1,000 years, the Naqada culture developed from a few small farming communities into a powerful civilization whose leaders were in complete control of the people and resources of the Nile valley. [16][image: External link] Establishing a power center at Nekhen[image: External link] (in Greek, Hierakonpolis[image: External link]), and later at Abydos[image: External link], Naqada III[image: External link] leaders expanded their control of Egypt northwards along the Nile[image: External link]. [17][image: External link] They also traded with Nubia[image: External link] to the south, the oases of the western desert[image: External link] to the west, and the cultures of the eastern Mediterranean[image: External link] and Near East[image: External link] to the east.[17]

The Naqada culture manufactured a diverse selection of material goods, reflective of the increasing power and wealth of the elite, as well as societal personal-use items, which included combs, small statuary, painted pottery, high quality decorative stone vases[image: External link], cosmetic palettes[image: External link], and jewelry made of gold, lapis, and ivory. They also developed a ceramic glaze[image: External link] known as faience[image: External link], which was used well into the Roman Period to decorate cups, amulets, and figurines. [18][image: External link] During the last predynastic phase, the Naqada culture began using written symbols that eventually were developed into a full system of hieroglyphs[image: External link] for writing the ancient Egyptian language. [19][image: External link]
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Main article: Early Dynastic Period of Egypt[image: External link]


The Early Dynastic Period was approximately contemporary to the early Sumerian[image: External link]- Akkadian[image: External link] civilisation of Mesopotamia[image: External link] and of ancient Elam[image: External link]. The third-century BC Egyptian priest Manetho[image: External link] grouped the long line of pharaohs from Menes to his own time into 30 dynasties, a system still used today. [20][image: External link] He chose to begin his official history with the king named "Meni" (or Menes[image: External link] in Greek) who was believed to have united the two kingdoms of Upper[image: External link] and Lower Egypt[image: External link] (around 3100 BC). [21][image: External link]

The transition to a unified state happened more gradually than ancient Egyptian writers represented, and there is no contemporary record of Menes. Some scholars now believe, however, that the mythical Menes may have been the pharaoh Narmer[image: External link], who is depicted wearing royal regalia[image: External link] on the ceremonial Narmer Palette, in a symbolic act of unification. [22][image: External link] In the Early Dynastic Period about 3150 BC, the first of the Dynastic pharaohs solidified control over lower Egypt by establishing a capital at Memphis[image: External link], from which he could control the labour force[image: External link] and agriculture of the fertile delta region, as well as the lucrative and critical trade routes[image: External link] to the Levant[image: External link]. The increasing power and wealth of the pharaohs during the early dynastic period was reflected in their elaborate mastaba[image: External link] tombs and mortuary cult structures at Abydos, which were used to celebrate the deified pharaoh after his death. [23][image: External link] The strong institution of kingship developed by the pharaohs served to legitimize state control over the land, labour, and resources that were essential to the survival and growth of ancient Egyptian civilization. [24][image: External link]
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Main article: Old Kingdom of Egypt[image: External link]


Major advances in architecture, art, and technology were made during the Old Kingdom[image: External link], fueled by the increased agricultural productivity[image: External link] and resulting population, made possible by a well-developed central administration. [26][image: External link] Some of ancient Egypt's crowning achievements, the Giza pyramids[image: External link] and Great Sphinx[image: External link], were constructed during the Old Kingdom. Under the direction of the vizier[image: External link], state officials collected taxes, coordinated irrigation projects to improve crop yield[image: External link], drafted peasants to work on construction projects, and established a justice system[image: External link] to maintain peace and order. [27][image: External link]

With the rising importance of central administration in Egypt a new class of educated scribes and officials arose who were granted estates by the pharaoh in payment for their services. Pharaohs also made land grants to their mortuary cults and local temples, to ensure that these institutions had the resources to worship the pharaoh after his death. Scholars believe that five centuries of these practices slowly eroded the economic vitality of Egypt, and that the economy could no longer afford to support a large centralized administration. [28][image: External link] As the power of the pharaohs diminished, regional governors called nomarchs[image: External link] began to challenge the supremacy of the office of pharaoh. This, coupled with severe droughts[image: External link] between 2200 and 2150 BC, [29][image: External link] is believed to have caused the country to enter the 140-year period of famine and strife known as the First Intermediate Period. [30][image: External link]
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Main article: First Intermediate Period of Egypt[image: External link]


After Egypt's central government[image: External link] collapsed at the end of the Old Kingdom, the administration could no longer support or stabilize the country's economy. Regional governors could not rely on the king for help in times of crisis, and the ensuing food shortages and political disputes escalated into famines and small-scale civil wars. Yet despite difficult problems, local leaders, owing no tribute to the pharaoh, used their new-found independence to establish a thriving culture in the provinces. Once in control of their own resources, the provinces became economically richer—which was demonstrated by larger and better burials among all social classes. [31][image: External link] In bursts of creativity, provincial artisans adopted and adapted cultural motifs formerly restricted to the royalty of the Old Kingdom, and scribes developed literary styles that expressed the optimism[image: External link] and originality of the period. [32][image: External link]

Free from their loyalties to the pharaoh, local rulers began competing with each other for territorial control and political power[image: External link]. By 2160 BC, rulers in Herakleopolis[image: External link] controlled Lower Egypt in the north, while a rival clan based in Thebes[image: External link], the Intef family[image: External link], took control of Upper Egypt in the south. As the Intefs grew in power and expanded their control northward, a clash between the two rival dynasties became inevitable. Around 2055 BC the northern Theban forces under Nebhepetre Mentuhotep II[image: External link] finally defeated the Herakleopolitan rulers, reuniting the Two Lands. They inaugurated a period of economic and cultural renaissance known as the Middle Kingdom[image: External link]. [33][image: External link]
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Main article: Middle Kingdom of Egypt[image: External link]


The pharaohs of the Middle Kingdom restored the country's stability and prosperity, thereby stimulating a resurgence of art, literature, and monumental building projects. [34][image: External link] Mentuhotep II and his Eleventh Dynasty[image: External link] successors ruled from Thebes, but the vizier Amenemhat I[image: External link], upon assuming the kingship at the beginning of the Twelfth Dynasty[image: External link] around 1985 BC, shifted the nation's capital to the city of Itjtawy[image: External link], located in Faiyum[image: External link]. [35][image: External link] From Itjtawy, the pharaohs of the Twelfth Dynasty undertook a far-sighted land reclamation[image: External link] and irrigation scheme to increase agricultural output in the region. Moreover, the military reconquered territory in Nubia[image: External link] that was rich in quarries and gold mines, while laborers built a defensive structure in the Eastern Delta, called the " Walls-of-the-Ruler[image: External link]", to defend against foreign attack. [36][image: External link]

With the pharaohs having secured the country militarily and politically and with vast agricultural and mineral wealth at their disposal, the nation's population, arts, and religion flourished. In contrast to elitist Old Kingdom attitudes towards the gods, the Middle Kingdom displayed an increase in expressions of personal piety. [37][image: External link] Middle Kingdom literature featured sophisticated themes and characters written in a confident, eloquent style.[32] The relief[image: External link] and portrait sculpture of the period captured subtle, individual details that reached new heights of technical sophistication. [38][image: External link]

The last great ruler of the Middle Kingdom, Amenemhat III[image: External link], allowed Semitic[image: External link]-speaking Canaanite[image: External link] settlers from the Near East[image: External link] into the Delta region to provide a sufficient labour force for his especially active mining and building campaigns. These ambitious building and mining activities, however, combined with severe Nile floods[image: External link] later in his reign, strained the economy and precipitated the slow decline into the Second Intermediate Period during the later Thirteenth and Fourteenth dynasties. During this decline, the Canaanite[image: External link] settlers began to assume greater control of the Delta region, eventually coming to power in Egypt as the Hyksos[image: External link]. [39][image: External link]
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Main article: Second Intermediate Period of Egypt[image: External link]


Around 1785 BC, as the power of the Middle Kingdom pharaohs weakened, a Western Asian[image: External link] people called the Hyksos[image: External link], who had already settled in the Delta, seized control of Egypt and established their capital at Avaris[image: External link], forcing the former central government to retreat to Thebes. The pharaoh was treated as a vassal and expected to pay tribute. [40][image: External link] The Hyksos ("foreign rulers") retained Egyptian models of government and identified as pharaohs, thereby integrating Egyptian elements into their culture. They and other invaders introduced new tools of warfare into Egypt, most notably the composite bow[image: External link] and the horse-drawn chariot[image: External link]. [41][image: External link]

After retreating south, the native Theban kings found themselves trapped between the Canaanite Hyksos ruling the north and the Hyksos' Nubian[image: External link] allies, the Kushites[image: External link], to the south. After years of vassalage, Thebes gathered enough strength to challenge the Hyksos in a conflict that lasted more than 30 years, until 1555 BC.[40] The pharaohs Seqenenre Tao II[image: External link] and Kamose[image: External link] were ultimately able to defeat the Nubians[image: External link] to the south of Egypt, but failed to defeat the Hyksos. That task fell to Kamose's successor, Ahmose I[image: External link], who successfully waged a series of campaigns that permanently eradicated the Hyksos' presence in Egypt. He established a new dynasty and, in the New Kingdom that followed, the military became a central priority for the pharaohs, who sought to expand Egypt's borders and attempted to gain mastery of the Near East[image: External link]. [42][image: External link]
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Main article: New Kingdom of Egypt[image: External link]


The New Kingdom pharaohs established a period of unprecedented prosperity by securing their borders and strengthening diplomatic ties with their neighbours, including the Mitanni[image: External link] Empire, Assyria[image: External link], and Canaan[image: External link]. Military campaigns waged under Tuthmosis I[image: External link] and his grandson Tuthmosis III[image: External link] extended the influence of the pharaohs to the largest empire Egypt had ever seen.

Between their reigns, Hatshepsut[image: External link], a queen who established herself as pharaoh, launched many building projects, including restoration of temples damaged by the Hyksos, and sent trading expenditions to Punt[image: External link] and the Sinai. [43][image: External link] When Tuthmosis III died in 1425 BC, Egypt had an empire extending from Niya[image: External link] in north west Syria[image: External link] to the Fourth Cataract[image: External link] of the Nile in Nubia[image: External link], cementing loyalties and opening access to critical imports such as bronze[image: External link] and wood[image: External link]. [44][image: External link]

The New Kingdom pharaohs began a large-scale building campaign to promote the god Amun[image: External link], whose growing cult was based in Karnak[image: External link]. They also constructed monuments to glorify their own achievements, both real and imagined. The Karnak temple is the largest Egyptian temple ever built. [45][image: External link]

Around 1350 BC, the stability of the New Kingdom was threatened when Amenhotep IV ascended the throne and instituted a series of radical and chaotic reforms. Changing his name to Akhenaten[image: External link], he touted the previously obscure sun deity[image: External link] Aten[image: External link] as the supreme deity[image: External link], suppressed the worship of most other deities, and moved the capital to the new city of Akhetaten (modern-day Amarna[image: External link]). [46][image: External link] He was devoted to his new religion and artistic style. After his death, the cult of the Aten was quickly abandoned and the traditional religious order restored. The subsequent pharaohs, Tutankhamun[image: External link], Ay[image: External link], and Horemheb[image: External link], worked to erase all mention of Akhenaten's heresy, now known as the Amarna Period[image: External link]. [47][image: External link]

Around 1279 BC, Ramesses II[image: External link], also known as Ramesses the Great, ascended the throne, and went on to build more temples, erect more statues and obelisks, and sire more children than any other pharaoh in history. [48][image: External link] A bold military leader, Ramesses II led his army against the Hittites[image: External link] in the Battle of Kadesh[image: External link] (in modern Syria[image: External link]) and, after fighting to a stalemate, finally agreed to the first recorded peace treaty, around 1258 BC. [49][image: External link]

Egypt's wealth, however, made it a tempting target for invasion, particularly by the Libyan[image: External link] Berbers[image: External link] to the west, and the Sea Peoples[image: External link], a conjectured [50][image: External link] [51][image: External link] confederation of seafarers from the Aegean Sea[image: External link]. Initially, the military was able to repel these invasions, but Egypt eventually lost control of its remaining territories in southern Canaan[image: External link], much of it falling to the Assyrians. The effects of external threats were exacerbated by internal problems such as corruption, tomb robbery, and civil unrest. After regaining their power, the high priests at the temple of Amun[image: External link] in Thebes accumulated vast tracts of land and wealth, and their expanded power splintered the country during the Third Intermediate Period. [52][image: External link]
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Main article: Third Intermediate Period of Egypt[image: External link]


Following the death of Ramesses XI[image: External link] in 1078 BC, Smendes[image: External link] assumed authority over the northern part of Egypt, ruling from the city of Tanis[image: External link]. The south was effectively controlled by the High Priests of Amun at Thebes[image: External link], who recognized Smendes in name only. [53][image: External link] During this time, Libyans had been settling in the western delta, and chieftains of these settlers began increasing their autonomy. Libyan princes took control of the delta under Shoshenq I[image: External link] in 945 BC, founding the so-called Libyan or Bubastite dynasty that would rule for some 200 years. Shoshenq also gained control of southern Egypt by placing his family members in important priestly positions. Libyan control began to erode as a rival dynasty in the delta arose in Leontopolis[image: External link], and Kushites[image: External link] threatened from the south. Around 727 BC the Kushite king Piye[image: External link] invaded northward, seizing control of Thebes and eventually the Delta. [54][image: External link]

Egypt's far-reaching prestige declined considerably toward the end of the Third Intermediate Period. Its foreign allies had fallen under the Assyrian[image: External link] sphere of influence, and by 700 BC war between the two states became inevitable. Between 671 and 667 BC the Assyrians began their attack on Egypt. The reigns of both Taharqa[image: External link] and his successor, Tanutamun[image: External link], were filled with constant conflict with the Assyrians, against whom Egypt enjoyed several victories. Ultimately, the Assyrians pushed the Kushites back into Nubia, occupied Memphis, and sacked the temples of Thebes. [55][image: External link]
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Main articles: Late Period of ancient Egypt[image: External link] and History of Achaemenid Egypt[image: External link]


The Assyrians left control of Egypt to a series of vassals who became known as the Saite kings of the Twenty-Sixth Dynasty[image: External link]. By 653 BC, the Saite king Psamtik I[image: External link] was able to oust the Assyrians with the help of Greek mercenaries, who were recruited to form Egypt's first navy. Greek influence expanded greatly as the city of Naukratis[image: External link] became the home of Greeks in the delta. The Saite kings based in the new capital of Sais witnessed a brief but spirited resurgence in the economy and culture, but in 525 BC, the powerful Persians, led by Cambyses II[image: External link], began their conquest of Egypt, eventually capturing the pharaoh Psamtik III[image: External link] at the battle of Pelusium[image: External link]. Cambyses II then assumed the formal title of pharaoh, but ruled Egypt from Iran, leaving Egypt under the control of a satrapy. A few successful revolts against the Persians marked the 5th century BC, but Egypt was never able to permanently overthrow the Persians. [56][image: External link]

Following its annexation by Persia, Egypt was joined with Cyprus[image: External link] and Phoenicia[image: External link] in the sixth satrapy[image: External link] of the Achaemenid Persian Empire[image: External link]. This first period of Persian rule over Egypt, also known as the Twenty-Seventh dynasty, ended in 402 BC, when Egypt regained independence under a series of native dynasties. The last of these dynasties, the Thirtieth[image: External link], proved to be the last native royal house of ancient Egypt, ending with the kingship of Nectanebo II[image: External link]. A brief restoration of Persian rule, sometimes known as the Thirty-First Dynasty[image: External link], began in 343 BC, but shortly after, in 332 BC, the Persian ruler Mazaces handed Egypt over to Alexander the Great[image: External link] without a fight. [57][image: External link]
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Main articles: History of Ptolemaic Egypt[image: External link] and Ptolemaic Kingdom[image: External link]


In 332 BC, Alexander the Great[image: External link] conquered Egypt with little resistance from the Persians[image: External link] and was welcomed by the Egyptians as a deliverer. The administration established by Alexander's successors, the Macedonian[image: External link] Ptolemaic Kingdom[image: External link], was based on an Egyptian model and based in the new capital city[image: External link] of Alexandria[image: External link]. The city showcased the power and prestige of Hellenistic rule, and became a seat of learning[image: External link] and culture, centered at the famous Library of Alexandria[image: External link]. [58][image: External link] The Lighthouse of Alexandria[image: External link] lit the way for the many ships that kept trade flowing through the city—as the Ptolemies made commerce and revenue-generating enterprises, such as papyrus manufacturing, their top priority. [59][image: External link]

Hellenistic culture[image: External link] did not supplant native Egyptian culture, as the Ptolemies supported time-honored traditions in an effort to secure the loyalty of the populace. They built new temples in Egyptian style, supported traditional cults, and portrayed themselves as pharaohs. Some traditions merged, as Greek and Egyptian gods[image: External link] were syncretized[image: External link] into composite deities, such as Serapis[image: External link], and classical Greek[image: External link] forms of sculpture influenced traditional Egyptian motifs. Despite their efforts to appease the Egyptians, the Ptolemies were challenged by native rebellion, bitter family rivalries, and the powerful mob of Alexandria that formed after the death of Ptolemy IV[image: External link]. [60][image: External link] In addition, as Rome[image: External link] relied more heavily on imports of grain from Egypt, the Romans[image: External link] took great interest in the political situation in the country. Continued Egyptian revolts, ambitious politicians, and powerful opponents from the Near East[image: External link] made this situation unstable, leading Rome to send forces to secure the country as a province of its empire. [61][image: External link]
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Main article: Egypt (Roman province)[image: External link]


Egypt became a province of the Roman Empire[image: External link] in 30 BC, following the defeat of Marc Antony[image: External link] and Ptolemaic[image: External link] Queen Cleopatra VII[image: External link] by Octavian[image: External link] (later Emperor[image: External link] Augustus) in the Battle of Actium[image: External link]. The Romans relied heavily on grain shipments from Egypt, and the Roman army[image: External link], under the control of a prefect appointed by the Emperor, quelled rebellions, strictly enforced the collection of heavy taxes, and prevented attacks by bandits, which had become a notorious problem during the period. [62][image: External link] Alexandria became an increasingly important center on the trade route with the orient, as exotic luxuries were in high demand in Rome. [63][image: External link]

Although the Romans had a more hostile attitude than the Greeks towards the Egyptians, some traditions such as mummification and worship of the traditional gods continued. [64][image: External link] The art of mummy portraiture flourished, and some Roman emperors had themselves depicted as pharaohs, though not to the extent that the Ptolemies had. The former lived outside Egypt and did not perform the ceremonial functions of Egyptian kingship. Local administration became Roman in style and closed to native Egyptians.[64]

From the mid-first century AD, Christianity[image: External link] took root in Egypt and it was originally seen as another cult that could be accepted. However, it was an uncompromising religion that sought to win converts from Egyptian Religion[image: External link] and Greco-Roman[image: External link] religion and threatened popular religious traditions. This led to the persecution of converts to Christianity, culminating in the great purges of Diocletian[image: External link] starting in 303, but eventually Christianity won out. [65][image: External link] In 391 the Christian Emperor Theodosius[image: External link] introduced legislation that banned pagan rites and closed temples. [66][image: External link] Alexandria became the scene of great anti-pagan riots with public and private religious imagery destroyed. [67][image: External link] As a consequence, Egypt's native religious culture was continually in decline. While the native population certainly continued to speak their language[image: External link], the ability to read hieroglyphic writing[image: External link] slowly disappeared as the role of the Egyptian temple priests and priestesses diminished. The temples themselves were sometimes converted to churches[image: External link] or abandoned to the desert. [68][image: External link]

In the fourth century, as the Roman Empire divided, Egypt found itself in the Eastern Empire with its capital at Constantinople. In the waning years of the Empire, Egypt fell to the Sassanid Persian[image: External link] army (618–628 AD), was recaptured by the Roman Emperor Heraclius[image: External link] (629–639 AD), and then was finally captured by Muslim Rashidun army[image: External link] in 639–641 AD, ending Roman rule.
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The pharaoh[image: External link] was the absolute monarch of the country and, at least in theory, wielded complete control of the land and its resources. The king was the supreme military commander[image: External link] and head of the government, who relied on a bureaucracy of officials to manage his affairs. In charge of the administration was his second in command, the vizier[image: External link], who acted as the king's representative and coordinated land surveys, the treasury, building projects, the legal system, and the archives[image: External link]. [69][image: External link] At a regional level, the country was divided into as many as 42 administrative regions called nomes[image: External link] each governed by a nomarch[image: External link], who was accountable to the vizier for his jurisdiction. The temples[image: External link] formed the backbone of the economy. Not only were they houses of worship[image: External link], but were also responsible for collecting and storing the nation's wealth in a system of granaries[image: External link] and treasuries administered by overseers[image: External link], who redistributed grain and goods. [70][image: External link]

Much of the economy was centrally organized and strictly controlled. Although the ancient Egyptians did not use coinage[image: External link] until the Late period[image: External link], [71][image: External link] they did use a type of money-barter system, [72][image: External link] with standard sacks of grain and the deben[image: External link], a weight of roughly 91 grams (3 oz) of copper or silver, forming a common denominator. [73][image: External link] Workers were paid in grain; a simple laborer might earn 5½ sacks (200 kg or 400 lb) of grain per month, while a foreman might earn 7½ sacks (250 kg or 550 lb). Prices were fixed across the country and recorded in lists to facilitate trading; for example a shirt cost five copper deben, while a cow cost 140 deben.[73] Grain could be traded for other goods, according to the fixed price list.[73] During the fifth century BC coined money was introduced into Egypt from abroad. At first the coins were used as standardized pieces of precious metal[image: External link] rather than true money, but in the following centuries international traders came to rely on coinage. [74][image: External link]
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Egyptian society was highly stratified, and social status[image: External link] was expressly displayed. Farmers made up the bulk of the population, but agricultural produce was owned directly by the state, temple, or noble family[image: External link] that owned the land. [75][image: External link] Farmers were also subject to a labor tax and were required to work on irrigation or construction projects in a corvée[image: External link] system. [76][image: External link] Artists and craftsmen were of higher status than farmers, but they were also under state control, working in the shops attached to the temples and paid directly from the state treasury. Scribes and officials formed the upper class in ancient Egypt, known as the "white kilt class" in reference to the bleached linen garments that served as a mark of their rank. [77][image: External link] The upper class prominently displayed their social status in art and literature. Below the nobility were the priests, physicians, and engineers with specialized training in their field. Slavery[image: External link] was known in ancient Egypt, but the extent and prevalence of its practice are unclear. [78][image: External link]

The ancient Egyptians viewed men and women, including people from all social classes except slaves, as essentially equal under the law, and even the lowliest peasant[image: External link] was entitled to petition the vizier[image: External link] and his court for redress. [79][image: External link] Although slaves were mostly used as indentured servants, they were able to buy and sell their servitude, work their way to freedom or nobility, and were usually treated by doctors[image: External link] in the workplace. [80][image: External link] Both men and women had the right to own and sell property, make contracts, marry and divorce, receive inheritance, and pursue legal disputes in court. Married couples could own property jointly and protect themselves from divorce by agreeing to marriage contracts, which stipulated the financial obligations of the husband to his wife and children should the marriage end. Compared with their counterparts in ancient Greece, Rome, and even more modern places around the world, ancient Egyptian women had a greater range of personal choices and opportunities for achievement. Women such as Hatshepsut[image: External link] and Cleopatra VII[image: External link] even became pharaohs, while others wielded power as Divine Wives of Amun[image: External link]. Despite these freedoms, ancient Egyptian women did not often take part in official roles in the administration, served only secondary roles in the temples, and were not as likely to be as educated as men.[79]
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 Legal system




The head of the legal system was officially the pharaoh, who was responsible for enacting laws, delivering justice, and maintaining law and order, a concept the ancient Egyptians referred to as Ma'at[image: External link].[69] Although no legal codes[image: External link] from ancient Egypt survive, court documents show that Egyptian law was based on a common-sense view of right and wrong that emphasized reaching agreements and resolving conflicts rather than strictly adhering to a complicated set of statutes.[79] Local councils of elders, known as Kenbet in the New Kingdom, were responsible for ruling in court cases involving small claims and minor disputes.[69] More serious cases involving murder, major land transactions, and tomb robbery were referred to the Great Kenbet, over which the vizier or pharaoh presided. Plaintiffs and defendants were expected to represent themselves and were required to swear an oath that they had told the truth. In some cases, the state took on both the role of prosecutor and judge, and it could torture the accused with beatings to obtain a confession and the names of any co-conspirators. Whether the charges were trivial or serious, court scribes documented the complaint, testimony, and verdict of the case for future reference. [81][image: External link]

Punishment for minor crimes involved either imposition of fines, beatings, facial mutilation, or exile, depending on the severity of the offense. Serious crimes such as murder and tomb robbery were punished by execution, carried out by decapitation, drowning, or impaling the criminal on a stake. Punishment could also be extended to the criminal's family.[69] Beginning in the New Kingdom, oracles[image: External link] played a major role in the legal system, dispensing justice in both civil and criminal cases. The procedure was to ask the god a "yes" or "no" question concerning the right or wrong of an issue. The god, carried by a number of priests, rendered judgment by choosing one or the other, moving forward or backward, or pointing to one of the answers written on a piece of papyrus or an ostracon[image: External link]. [82][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian agriculture[image: External link]


See also: Ancient Egyptian cuisine[image: External link] and Gardens of ancient Egypt[image: External link]


A combination of favorable geographical features contributed to the success of ancient Egyptian culture, the most important of which was the rich fertile soil[image: External link] resulting from annual inundations of the Nile River. The ancient Egyptians were thus able to produce an abundance of food, allowing the population to devote more time and resources to cultural, technological, and artistic pursuits. Land management[image: External link] was crucial in ancient Egypt because taxes were assessed based on the amount of land a person owned. [83][image: External link]

Farming in Egypt was dependent on the cycle of the Nile River. The Egyptians recognized three seasons: Akhet (flooding), Peret (planting), and Shemu (harvesting). The flooding season lasted from June to September, depositing on the river's banks a layer of mineral-rich silt ideal for growing crops. After the floodwaters had receded, the growing season[image: External link] lasted from October to February. Farmers plowed and planted seeds in the fields, which were irrigated with ditches and canals. Egypt received little rainfall, so farmers relied on the Nile to water their crops. [84][image: External link] From March to May, farmers used sickles[image: External link] to harvest their crops, which were then threshed[image: External link] with a flail[image: External link] to separate the straw from the grain. Winnowing[image: External link] removed the chaff[image: External link] from the grain, and the grain was then ground into flour, brewed to make beer, or stored for later use. [85][image: External link]

The ancient Egyptians cultivated emmer[image: External link] and barley[image: External link], and several other cereal grains, all of which were used to make the two main food staples of bread and beer. [86][image: External link] Flax[image: External link] plants, uprooted before they started flowering, were grown for the fibers of their stems. These fibers were split along their length and spun into thread, which was used to weave sheets of linen[image: External link] and to make clothing. Papyrus[image: External link] growing on the banks of the Nile River was used to make paper. Vegetables and fruits were grown in garden plots, close to habitations and on higher ground, and had to be watered by hand. Vegetables included leeks, garlic, melons, squashes, pulses, lettuce, and other crops, in addition to grapes that were made into wine. [87][image: External link]
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The Egyptians believed that a balanced relationship between people and animals[image: External link] was an essential element of the cosmic order; thus humans, animals and plants were believed to be members of a single whole. [88][image: External link] Animals, both domesticated[image: External link] and wild[image: External link], were therefore a critical source of spirituality, companionship, and sustenance to the ancient Egyptians. Cattle were the most important livestock; the administration collected taxes on livestock in regular censuses, and the size of a herd reflected the prestige and importance of the estate or temple that owned them. In addition to cattle, the ancient Egyptians kept sheep, goats, and pigs. Poultry[image: External link], such as ducks, geese, and pigeons, were captured in nets and bred on farms, where they were force-fed with dough to fatten them. [89][image: External link] The Nile provided a plentiful source of fish[image: External link]. Bees were also domesticated from at least the Old Kingdom, and provided both honey and wax. [90][image: External link]

The ancient Egyptians used donkeys and oxen[image: External link] as beasts of burden[image: External link], and they were responsible for plowing the fields and trampling seed into the soil. The slaughter of a fattened ox was also a central part of an offering ritual.[89] Horses were introduced by the Hyksos[image: External link] in the Second Intermediate Period[image: External link]. Camels, although known from the New Kingdom, were not used as beasts of burden until the Late Period. There is also evidence to suggest that elephants[image: External link] were briefly utilized in the Late Period but largely abandoned due to lack of grazing[image: External link] land.[89] Dogs, cats, and monkeys were common family pets, while more exotic pets imported from the heart of Africa, such as Sub-Saharan African[image: External link] lions, [91][image: External link] were reserved for royalty. Herodotus[image: External link] observed that the Egyptians were the only people to keep their animals with them in their houses.[88] During the Late Period, the worship of the gods in their animal form was extremely popular, such as the cat goddess Bastet[image: External link] and the ibis god Thoth[image: External link], and these animals were bred in large numbers on farms for the purpose of ritual sacrifice. [92][image: External link]
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Further information: Mining industry of Egypt[image: External link]


Egypt is rich in building and decorative stone, copper and lead ores, gold, and semiprecious stones. These natural resources[image: External link] allowed the ancient Egyptians to build monuments, sculpt statues, make tools, and fashion jewelry[image: External link]. [93][image: External link] Embalmers[image: External link] used salts from the Wadi Natrun[image: External link] for mummification[image: External link], which also provided the gypsum[image: External link] needed to make plaster. [94][image: External link] Ore-bearing rock formations[image: External link] were found in distant, inhospitable wadis[image: External link] in the eastern desert[image: External link] and the Sinai, requiring large, state-controlled expeditions to obtain natural resources found there. There were extensive gold mines[image: External link] in Nubia[image: External link], and one of the first maps known is of a gold mine in this region. The Wadi Hammamat[image: External link] was a notable source of granite, greywacke[image: External link], and gold. Flint[image: External link] was the first mineral collected and used to make tools, and flint handaxes are the earliest pieces of evidence of habitation in the Nile valley. Nodules of the mineral were carefully flaked to make blades and arrowheads of moderate hardness and durability even after copper was adopted for this purpose. [95][image: External link] Ancient Egyptians were among the first to use minerals such as sulfur[image: External link] as cosmetic substances. [96][image: External link]

The Egyptians worked deposits of the lead ore[image: External link] galena[image: External link] at Gebel Rosas to make net sinkers, plumb bobs, and small figurines. Copper was the most important metal for toolmaking in ancient Egypt and was smelted in furnaces from malachite[image: External link] ore mined in the Sinai. [97][image: External link] Workers collected gold by washing the nuggets out of sediment in alluvial deposits[image: External link], or by the more labor-intensive process of grinding and washing gold-bearing quartzite. Iron deposits found in upper Egypt were utilized in the Late Period. [98][image: External link] High-quality building stones were abundant in Egypt; the ancient Egyptians quarried limestone all along the Nile valley, granite from Aswan, and basalt and sandstone from the wadis of the eastern desert. Deposits of decorative stones such as porphyry[image: External link], greywacke, alabaster[image: External link], and carnelian[image: External link] dotted the eastern desert and were collected even before the First Dynasty. In the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods, miners worked deposits of emeralds[image: External link] in Wadi Sikait and amethyst[image: External link] in Wadi el-Hudi. [99][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian trade[image: External link]


The ancient Egyptians engaged in trade with their foreign neighbors[image: External link] to obtain rare, exotic goods not found in Egypt. In the Predynastic Period[image: External link], they established trade with Nubia to obtain gold and incense. They also established trade with Palestine, as evidenced by Palestinian-style oil jugs found in the burials of the First Dynasty pharaohs. [100][image: External link] An Egyptian colony[image: External link] stationed in southern Canaan[image: External link] dates to slightly before the First Dynasty. [101][image: External link] Narmer[image: External link] had Egyptian pottery produced in Canaan and exported back to Egypt[image: External link]. [102][image: External link]

By the Second Dynasty at latest, ancient Egyptian trade with Byblos[image: External link] yielded a critical source of quality timber not found in Egypt. By the Fifth Dynasty, trade with Punt[image: External link] provided gold, aromatic resins, ebony, ivory, and wild animals such as monkeys and baboons. [103][image: External link] Egypt relied on trade with Anatolia[image: External link] for essential quantities of tin as well as supplementary supplies of copper, both metals being necessary for the manufacture of bronze. The ancient Egyptians prized the blue stone lapis lazuli[image: External link], which had to be imported from far-away Afghanistan[image: External link]. Egypt's Mediterranean trade partners also included Greece[image: External link] and Crete, which provided, among other goods, supplies of olive oil[image: External link]. [104][image: External link] In exchange for its luxury imports and raw materials, Egypt mainly exported grain, gold, linen, and papyrus, in addition to other finished goods including glass and stone objects. [105][image: External link]
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Main article: Egyptian language[image: External link]


The Egyptian language[image: External link] is a northern Afro-Asiatic[image: External link] language closely related to the Berber[image: External link] and Semitic languages[image: External link]. [106][image: External link] It has the second longest known history of any language (after Sumerian[image: External link]), having been written from c. 3200 BC to the Middle Ages and remaining as a spoken language for longer. The phases of ancient Egyptian are Old Egyptian[image: External link], Middle Egyptian[image: External link] (Classical Egyptian), Late Egyptian[image: External link], Demotic[image: External link] and Coptic[image: External link]. [107][image: External link] Egyptian writings do not show dialect differences before Coptic, but it was probably spoken in regional dialects around Memphis and later Thebes. [108][image: External link]

Ancient Egyptian was a synthetic language[image: External link], but it became more analytic[image: External link] later on. Late Egyptian developed prefixal definite and indefinite articles[image: External link], which replaced the older inflectional suffixes[image: External link]. There was a change from the older verb–subject–object[image: External link] word order[image: External link] to subject–verb–object[image: External link]. [109][image: External link] The Egyptian hieroglyphic[image: External link], hieratic[image: External link], and demotic scripts were eventually replaced by the more phonetic Coptic alphabet[image: External link]. Coptic is still used in the liturgy of the Egyptian Orthodox Church[image: External link], and traces of it are found in modern Egyptian Arabic[image: External link]. [110][image: External link]
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Ancient Egyptian has 25 consonants similar to those of other Afro-Asiatic languages. These include pharyngeal[image: External link] and emphatic[image: External link] consonants, voiced and voiceless stops, voiceless fricatives[image: External link] and voiced and voiceless affricates[image: External link]. It has three long and three short vowels, which expanded in Late Egyptian to about nine. [111][image: External link] The basic word in Egyptian, similar to Semitic and Berber, is a triliteral[image: External link] or biliteral root of consonants and semiconsonants. Suffixes are added to form words. The verb conjugation corresponds to the person[image: External link]. For example, the triconsonantal skeleton S-Ḏ-M is the semantic core of the word 'hear'; its basic conjugation is sḏm, 'he hears'. If the subject is a noun, suffixes are not added to the verb: [112][image: External link] sḏm ḥmt, 'the woman hears'.

Adjectives are derived from nouns through a process that Egyptologists call nisbation[image: External link] because of its similarity with Arabic. [113][image: External link] The word order is predicate–subject in verbal and adjectival sentences, and subject–predicate in nominal and adverbial sentences. [114][image: External link] The subject can be moved to the beginning of sentences if it is long and is followed by a resumptive pronoun. [115][image: External link] Verbs and nouns are negated by the particle[image: External link] n, but nn is used for adverbial and adjectival sentences. Stress[image: External link] falls on the ultimate or penultimate syllable, which can be open (CV) or closed (CVC). [116][image: External link]
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Main articles: Egyptian hieroglyphs[image: External link] and Hieratic[image: External link]


Hieroglyphic writing[image: External link] dates from c. 3000 BC, and is composed of hundreds of symbols. A hieroglyph can represent a word, a sound, or a silent determinative; and the same symbol can serve different purposes in different contexts. Hieroglyphs were a formal script, used on stone monuments and in tombs, that could be as detailed as individual works of art. In day-to-day writing, scribes used a cursive form of writing, called hieratic[image: External link], which was quicker and easier. While formal hieroglyphs may be read in rows or columns in either direction (though typically written from right to left), hieratic was always written from right to left, usually in horizontal rows. A new form of writing, Demotic[image: External link], became the prevalent writing style, and it is this form of writing—along with formal hieroglyphs—that accompany the Greek text on the Rosetta Stone. [118][image: External link]

Around the first century AD, the Coptic alphabet started to be used alongside the Demotic script. Coptic is a modified Greek alphabet[image: External link] with the addition of some Demotic signs. [119][image: External link] Although formal hieroglyphs were used in a ceremonial role until the fourth century, towards the end only a small handful of priests could still read them. As the traditional religious establishments were disbanded, knowledge of hieroglyphic writing was mostly lost. Attempts to decipher them date to the Byzantine [120][image: External link] and Islamic periods in Egypt, [121][image: External link] but only in the 1820s, after the discovery of the Rosetta Stone and years of research by Thomas Young[image: External link] and Jean-François Champollion[image: External link], were hieroglyphs substantially deciphered. [122][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian literature[image: External link]


Writing first appeared in association with kingship on labels and tags for items found in royal tombs. It was primarily an occupation of the scribes, who worked out of the Per Ankh institution or the House of Life. The latter comprised offices, libraries (called House of Books), laboratories and observatories. [123][image: External link] Some of the best-known pieces of ancient Egyptian literature, such as the Pyramid[image: External link] and Coffin Texts[image: External link], were written in Classical Egyptian, which continued to be the language of writing until about 1300 BC. Late Egyptian was spoken from the New Kingdom onward and is represented in Ramesside[image: External link] administrative documents, love poetry and tales, as well as in Demotic and Coptic texts. During this period, the tradition of writing had evolved into the tomb autobiography, such as those of Harkhuf[image: External link] and Weni[image: External link]. The genre known as Sebayt[image: External link] ("instructions") was developed to communicate teachings and guidance from famous nobles; the Ipuwer papyrus[image: External link], a poem of lamentations describing natural disasters[image: External link] and social upheaval, is a famous example.

The Story of Sinuhe[image: External link], written in Middle Egyptian[image: External link], might be the classic of Egyptian literature. [124][image: External link] Also written at this time was the Westcar Papyrus[image: External link], a set of stories told to Khufu[image: External link] by his sons relating the marvels performed by priests. [125][image: External link] The Instruction of Amenemope[image: External link] is considered a masterpiece of Near Eastern literature. [126][image: External link] Towards the end of the New Kingdom, the vernacular language[image: External link] was more often employed to write popular pieces like the Story of Wenamun[image: External link] and the Instruction of Any[image: External link]. The former tells the story of a noble who is robbed on his way to buy cedar from Lebanon and of his struggle to return to Egypt. From about 700 BC, narrative stories and instructions, such as the popular Instructions of Onchsheshonqy, as well as personal and business documents were written in the demotic[image: External link] script and phase of Egyptian. Many stories written in demotic during the Greco-Roman[image: External link] period were set in previous historical eras, when Egypt was an independent nation ruled by great pharaohs such as Ramesses II[image: External link]. [127][image: External link]
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Most ancient Egyptians were farmers tied to the land. Their dwellings were restricted to immediate family members, and were constructed of mud-brick[image: External link] designed to remain cool in the heat of the day. Each home had a kitchen with an open roof, which contained a grindstone for milling grain and a small oven for baking the bread. [128][image: External link] Walls were painted white and could be covered with dyed linen wall hangings. Floors were covered with reed mats, while wooden stools, beds raised from the floor and individual tables comprised the furniture. [129][image: External link]

The ancient Egyptians placed a great value on hygiene and appearance. Most bathed in the Nile and used a pasty soap made from animal fat[image: External link] and chalk. Men shaved their entire bodies for cleanliness; perfumes and aromatic ointments covered bad odors and soothed skin. [130][image: External link] Clothing was made from simple linen sheets that were bleached white, and both men and women of the upper classes wore wigs, jewelry, and cosmetics[image: External link]. Children went without clothing until maturity, at about age 12, and at this age males were circumcised and had their heads shaved. Mothers were responsible for taking care of the children, while the father provided the family's income[image: External link]. [131][image: External link]

Music and dance were popular entertainments for those who could afford them. Early instruments included flutes and harps, while instruments similar to trumpets, oboes, and pipes developed later and became popular. In the New Kingdom, the Egyptians played on bells, cymbals, tambourines, drums, and imported lutes[image: External link] and lyres[image: External link] from Asia. [132][image: External link] The sistrum[image: External link] was a rattle-like musical instrument[image: External link] that was especially important in religious ceremonies.

The ancient Egyptians enjoyed a variety of leisure activities, including games and music. Senet[image: External link], a board game where pieces moved according to random chance, was particularly popular from the earliest times; another similar game was mehen[image: External link], which had a circular gaming board. Juggling and ball games[image: External link] were popular with children, and wrestling is also documented in a tomb at Beni Hasan[image: External link]. [133][image: External link] The wealthy members of ancient Egyptian society enjoyed hunting and boating as well.

The excavation of the workers village of Deir el-Medina[image: External link] has resulted in one of the most thoroughly documented accounts of community life in the ancient world, which spans almost four hundred years. There is no comparable site in which the organization, social interactions, working and living conditions of a community have been studied in such detail. [134][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian cuisine[image: External link]


Egyptian cuisine remained remarkably stable over time; indeed, the cuisine of modern Egypt[image: External link] retains some striking similarities to the cuisine of the ancients. The staple diet consisted of bread and beer, supplemented with vegetables such as onions and garlic, and fruit such as dates and figs. Wine and meat were enjoyed by all on feast days while the upper classes indulged on a more regular basis. Fish, meat, and fowl could be salted or dried, and could be cooked in stews or roasted on a grill. [135][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian architecture[image: External link]


The architecture of ancient Egypt includes some of the most famous structures in the world: the Great Pyramids of Giza[image: External link] and the temples at Thebes[image: External link]. Building projects were organized and funded by the state for religious and commemorative purposes, but also to reinforce the wide-ranging power of the pharaoh. The ancient Egyptians were skilled builders; using only simple but effective tools and sighting instruments, architects could build large stone structures[image: External link] with great accuracy and precision that is still envied today. [136][image: External link]

The domestic dwellings of elite and ordinary Egyptians alike were constructed from perishable materials such as mud bricks and wood, and have not survived. Peasants lived in simple homes, while the palaces of the elite and the pharaoh were more elaborate structures. A few surviving New Kingdom palaces, such as those in Malkata[image: External link] and Amarna[image: External link], show richly decorated walls and floors with scenes of people, birds, water pools, deities and geometric designs. [137][image: External link] Important structures such as temples and tombs that were intended to last forever were constructed of stone instead of mud bricks. The architectural elements used in the world's first large-scale stone building, Djoser[image: External link]'s mortuary complex, include post and lintel[image: External link] supports in the papyrus and lotus motif.

The earliest preserved ancient Egyptian temples[image: External link], such as those at Giza, consist of single, enclosed halls with roof slabs supported by columns. In the New Kingdom, architects added the pylon[image: External link], the open courtyard[image: External link], and the enclosed hypostyle[image: External link] hall to the front of the temple's sanctuary, a style that was standard until the Greco-Roman period. [138][image: External link] The earliest and most popular tomb architecture in the Old Kingdom was the mastaba[image: External link], a flat-roofed rectangular structure of mudbrick or stone built over an underground burial chamber[image: External link]. The step pyramid[image: External link] of Djoser is a series of stone mastabas stacked on top of each other. Pyramids were built during the Old and Middle Kingdoms, but most later rulers abandoned them in favor of less conspicuous rock-cut tombs. [139][image: External link] The use of the pyramid form continued in private tomb chapels of the New Kingdom and in the royal pyramids of Nubia[image: External link]. [140][image: External link]
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Main article: Art of ancient Egypt[image: External link]


The ancient Egyptians produced art to serve functional purposes. For over 3500 years, artists adhered to artistic forms and iconography that were developed during the Old Kingdom, following a strict set of principles that resisted foreign influence and internal change. [141][image: External link] These artistic standards—simple lines, shapes, and flat areas of color combined with the characteristic flat projection of figures with no indication of spatial depth—created a sense of order and balance within a composition. Images and text were intimately interwoven on tomb and temple walls, coffins, stelae, and even statues. The Narmer Palette[image: External link], for example, displays figures that can also be read as hieroglyphs. [142][image: External link] Because of the rigid rules that governed its highly stylized and symbolic appearance, ancient Egyptian art served its political and religious purposes with precision and clarity. [143][image: External link]

Ancient Egyptian artisans used stone as a medium for carving statues and fine reliefs, but used wood as a cheap and easily carved substitute. Paints were obtained from minerals such as iron ores (red and yellow ochres), copper ores (blue and green), soot or charcoal (black), and limestone (white). Paints could be mixed with gum arabic[image: External link] as a binder and pressed into cakes, which could be moistened with water when needed. [144][image: External link]

Pharaohs used reliefs[image: External link] to record victories in battle, royal decrees, and religious scenes. Common citizens had access to pieces of funerary art[image: External link], such as shabti[image: External link] statues and books of the dead, which they believed would protect them in the afterlife. [145][image: External link] During the Middle Kingdom, wooden or clay models depicting scenes from everyday life became popular additions to the tomb. In an attempt to duplicate the activities of the living in the afterlife, these models show laborers, houses, boats, and even military formations that are scale representations of the ideal ancient Egyptian afterlife. [146][image: External link]

Despite the homogeneity of ancient Egyptian art, the styles of particular times and places sometimes reflected changing cultural or political attitudes. After the invasion of the Hyksos in the Second Intermediate Period, Minoan[image: External link]-style frescoes were found in Avaris[image: External link]. [147][image: External link] The most striking example of a politically driven change in artistic forms comes from the Amarna period, where figures were radically altered to conform to Akhenaten[image: External link]'s revolutionary religious ideas. [148][image: External link] This style, known as Amarna art[image: External link], was quickly abandoned after Akhenaten's death and replaced by the traditional forms. [149][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian religion[image: External link]


Beliefs in the divine and in the afterlife were ingrained in ancient Egyptian civilization from its inception; pharaonic rule was based on the divine right of kings[image: External link]. The Egyptian pantheon was populated by gods[image: External link] who had supernatural powers and were called on for help or protection. However, the gods were not always viewed as benevolent, and Egyptians believed they had to be appeased with offerings and prayers. The structure of this pantheon changed continually as new deities were promoted in the hierarchy, but priests made no effort to organize the diverse and sometimes conflicting myths[image: External link] and stories into a coherent system. [150][image: External link] These various conceptions of divinity were not considered contradictory but rather layers in the multiple facets of reality. [151][image: External link]

Gods were worshiped in cult temples[image: External link] administered by priests acting on the king's behalf. At the center of the temple was the cult statue in a shrine. Temples were not places of public worship or congregation, and only on select feast days and celebrations was a shrine carrying the statue of the god brought out for public worship. Normally, the god's domain was sealed off from the outside world and was only accessible to temple officials. Common citizens could worship private statues in their homes, and amulets offered protection against the forces of chaos. [152][image: External link] After the New Kingdom, the pharaoh's role as a spiritual intermediary was de-emphasized as religious customs shifted to direct worship of the gods. As a result, priests developed a system of oracles[image: External link] to communicate the will of the gods directly to the people. [153][image: External link]

The Egyptians believed that every human being was composed of physical and spiritual parts or aspects. In addition to the body, each person had a šwt (shadow), a ba (personality or soul), a ka (life-force), and a name. [154][image: External link] The heart, rather than the brain, was considered the seat of thoughts and emotions. After death, the spiritual aspects were released from the body and could move at will, but they required the physical remains (or a substitute, such as a statue) as a permanent home. The ultimate goal of the deceased was to rejoin his ka and ba and become one of the "blessed dead", living on as an akh, or "effective one". For this to happen, the deceased had to be judged worthy in a trial, in which the heart was weighed against a "feather of truth"[image: External link]. If deemed worthy, the deceased could continue their existence on earth in spiritual form. [155][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian burial customs[image: External link]


The ancient Egyptians maintained an elaborate set of burial customs that they believed were necessary to ensure immortality after death. These customs involved preserving the body by mummification[image: External link], performing burial ceremonies, and interring with the body goods the deceased would use in the afterlife.[145] Before the Old Kingdom, bodies buried in desert pits were naturally preserved by desiccation[image: External link]. The arid, desert conditions were a boon throughout the history of ancient Egypt for burials of the poor, who could not afford the elaborate burial preparations available to the elite. Wealthier Egyptians began to bury their dead in stone tombs and use artificial mummification, which involved removing the internal organs[image: External link], wrapping the body in linen, and burying it in a rectangular stone sarcophagus or wooden coffin. Beginning in the Fourth Dynasty, some parts were preserved separately in canopic jars[image: External link]. [156][image: External link]

By the New Kingdom, the ancient Egyptians had perfected the art of mummification; the best technique took 70 days and involved removing the internal organs, removing the brain through the nose, and desiccating the body in a mixture of salts called natron[image: External link]. The body was then wrapped in linen with protective amulets inserted between layers and placed in a decorated anthropoid coffin. Mummies of the Late Period were also placed in painted cartonnage[image: External link] mummy cases. Actual preservation practices declined during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras, while greater emphasis was placed on the outer appearance of the mummy, which was decorated. [157][image: External link]

Wealthy Egyptians were buried with larger quantities of luxury items, but all burials, regardless of social status, included goods for the deceased. Funerary texts[image: External link] were often included in the grave, and, beginning in the New Kingdom, so were shabti[image: External link] statues that were believed to perform manual labor for them in the afterlife. [158][image: External link] Rituals in which the deceased was magically re-animated accompanied burials. After burial, living relatives were expected to occasionally bring food to the tomb and recite prayers on behalf of the deceased. [159][image: External link]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Military




Main article: Military of ancient Egypt[image: External link]


The ancient Egyptian military was responsible for defending Egypt against foreign invasion, and for maintaining Egypt's domination in the ancient Near East[image: External link]. The military protected mining expeditions to the Sinai during the Old Kingdom and fought civil wars during the First and Second Intermediate Periods. The military was responsible for maintaining fortifications along important trade routes, such as those found at the city of Buhen[image: External link] on the way to Nubia. Forts also were constructed to serve as military bases, such as the fortress at Sile, which was a base of operations for expeditions to the Levant[image: External link]. In the New Kingdom, a series of pharaohs used the standing Egyptian army to attack and conquer Kush[image: External link] and parts of the Levant. [160][image: External link]

Typical military equipment included bows and arrows[image: External link], spears, and round-topped shields made by stretching animal skin[image: External link] over a wooden frame. In the New Kingdom, the military began using chariots[image: External link] that had earlier been introduced by the Hyksos invaders. Weapons and armor continued to improve after the adoption of bronze: shields were now made from solid wood with a bronze buckle, spears were tipped with a bronze point, and the Khopesh[image: External link] was adopted from Asiatic soldiers. [161][image: External link] The pharaoh was usually depicted in art and literature riding at the head of the army; it has been suggested that at least a few pharaohs, such as Seqenenre Tao II[image: External link] and his sons, did do so. [162][image: External link] However, it has also been argued that "kings of this period did not personally act as frontline war leaders, fighting alongside their troops." [163][image: External link] Soldiers were recruited from the general population, but during, and especially after, the New Kingdom, mercenaries from Nubia, Kush, and Libya were hired to fight for Egypt. [164][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian technology[image: External link]


In technology, medicine, and mathematics, ancient Egypt achieved a relatively high standard of productivity and sophistication. Traditional empiricism[image: External link], as evidenced by the Edwin Smith[image: External link] and Ebers papyri[image: External link] (c. 1600 BC), is first credited to Egypt. The Egyptians created their own alphabet and decimal system[image: External link].
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Even before the Old Kingdom, the ancient Egyptians had developed a glassy material known as faience[image: External link], which they treated as a type of artificial semi-precious stone. Faience is a non-clay ceramic made of silica[image: External link], small amounts of lime[image: External link] and soda[image: External link], and a colorant, typically copper. [165][image: External link] The material was used to make beads, tiles, figurines, and small wares. Several methods can be used to create faience, but typically production involved application of the powdered materials in the form of a paste over a clay core, which was then fired. By a related technique, the ancient Egyptians produced a pigment known as Egyptian Blue[image: External link], also called blue frit, which is produced by fusing (or sintering[image: External link]) silica, copper, lime, and an alkali such as natron. The product can be ground up and used as a pigment. [166][image: External link]

The ancient Egyptians could fabricate a wide variety of objects from glass with great skill, but it is not clear whether they developed the process independently. [167][image: External link] It is also unclear whether they made their own raw glass or merely imported pre-made ingots, which they melted and finished. However, they did have technical expertise in making objects, as well as adding trace elements[image: External link] to control the color of the finished glass. A range of colors could be produced, including yellow, red, green, blue, purple, and white, and the glass could be made either transparent or opaque. [168][image: External link]
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Main article: Ancient Egyptian medicine[image: External link]


The medical problems of the ancient Egyptians stemmed directly from their environment. Living and working close to the Nile brought hazards from malaria[image: External link] and debilitating schistosomiasis[image: External link] parasites, which caused liver and intestinal damage. Dangerous wildlife such as crocodiles and hippos were also a common threat. The lifelong labors of farming and building put stress on the spine and joints, and traumatic injuries from construction and warfare all took a significant toll on the body. The grit and sand from stone-ground flour abraded teeth, leaving them susceptible to abscesses[image: External link] (though caries[image: External link] were rare). [169][image: External link]

The diets of the wealthy were rich in sugars, which promoted periodontal disease[image: External link]. [170][image: External link] Despite the flattering physiques portrayed on tomb walls, the overweight mummies of many of the upper class show the effects of a life of overindulgence. [171][image: External link] Adult life expectancy[image: External link] was about 35 for men and 30 for women, but reaching adulthood was difficult as about one-third of the population died in infancy. [172][image: External link]

Ancient Egyptian physicians were renowned in the ancient Near East for their healing skills, and some, such as Imhotep[image: External link], remained famous long after their deaths. [173][image: External link] Herodotus[image: External link] remarked that there was a high degree of specialization among Egyptian physicians, with some treating only the head or the stomach, while others were eye-doctors and dentists. [174][image: External link] Training of physicians took place at the Per Ankh or "House of Life" institution, most notably those headquartered in Per-Bastet[image: External link] during the New Kingdom and at Abydos[image: External link] and Saïs[image: External link] in the Late period. Medical papyri[image: External link] show empirical knowledge[image: External link] of anatomy, injuries, and practical treatments. [175][image: External link]

Wounds were treated by bandaging with raw meat, white linen, sutures, nets, pads, and swabs soaked with honey to prevent infection, [176][image: External link] while opium[image: External link] thyme[image: External link] and belladona[image: External link] were used to relieve pain. The earliest records of burn treatment describe burn dressings that use the milk from mothers of male babies. Prayers were made to the goddess Isis[image: External link]. Moldy bread, honey and copper salts were also used to prevent infection from dirt in burns. [177][image: External link] Garlic and onions were used regularly to promote good health and were thought to relieve asthma[image: External link] symptoms. Ancient Egyptian surgeons stitched wounds, set broken bones[image: External link], and amputated diseased limbs, but they recognized that some injuries were so serious that they could only make the patient comfortable until death occurred. [178][image: External link]
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Early Egyptians[image: External link] knew how to assemble planks of wood into a ship hull[image: External link] and had mastered advanced forms of shipbuilding[image: External link] as early as 3000 BC. The Archaeological Institute of America[image: External link] reports that the oldest planked[image: External link] ships[image: External link] known are the Abydos boats[image: External link].[6] A group of 14 discovered ships in Abydos[image: External link] were constructed of wooden planks "sewn" together. Discovered by Egyptologist David O'Connor of New York University[image: External link], [179][image: External link] woven straps[image: External link] were found to have been used to lash the planks together,[6] and reeds[image: External link] or grass[image: External link] stuffed between the planks helped to seal the seams.[6] Because the ships are all buried together and near a mortuary belonging to Pharaoh Khasekhemwy[image: External link], originally they were all thought to have belonged to him, but one of the 14 ships dates to 3000 BC, and the associated pottery jars buried with the vessels also suggest earlier dating. The ship dating to 3000 BC was 75 feet (23 m) long and is now thought to perhaps have belonged to an earlier pharaoh, perhaps one as early as Hor-Aha[image: External link].[179]

Early Egyptians also knew how to assemble planks of wood with treenails[image: External link] to fasten them together, using pitch[image: External link] for caulking[image: External link] the seams. The "Khufu ship[image: External link]", a 43.6-metre (143 ft) vessel sealed into a pit in the Giza pyramid complex[image: External link] at the foot of the Great Pyramid of Giza[image: External link] in the Fourth Dynasty[image: External link] around 2500 BC, is a full-size surviving example that may have filled the symbolic function of a solar barque[image: External link]. Early Egyptians also knew how to fasten the planks of this ship together with mortise and tenon[image: External link] joints.[6]

Large seagoing ships are known to have been heavily used by the Egyptians in their trade with the city states of the eastern Mediterranean, especially Byblos[image: External link] (on the coast of modern-day Lebanon), and in several expeditions down the Red Sea to the Land of Punt[image: External link]. [180][image: External link] In fact one of the earliest Egyptian words for a seagoing ship is a "Byblos Ship", which originally defined a class of Egyptian seagoing ships used on the Byblos run; however, by the end of the Old Kingdom, the term had come to include large seagoing ships, whatever their destination.[180]

In 2011 archaeologists from Italy, the United States, and Egypt excavating a dried-up lagoon known as Mersa Gawasis[image: External link] have unearthed traces of an ancient harbor that once launched early voyages like Hatshepsut[image: External link]'s Punt expedition onto the open ocean. [181][image: External link] Some of the site's most evocative evidence for the ancient Egyptians' seafaring prowess include large ship timbers and hundreds of feet of ropes, made from papyrus, coiled in huge bundles.[181] And in 2013 a team of Franco-Egyptian archaeologists discovered what is believed to be the world's oldest port, dating back about 4500 years, from the time of King Cheops[image: External link] on the Red Sea coast near Wadi el-Jarf (about 110 miles south of Suez[image: External link]). [182][image: External link]

In 1977, an ancient north-south canal dating to the Middle Kingdom of Egypt[image: External link] was discovered extending from Lake Timsah[image: External link] to the Ballah Lakes. [183][image: External link] It was dated to the Middle Kingdom of Egypt[image: External link] by extrapolating dates of ancient sites constructed along its course.[183] [184][image: External link]
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Main article: Egyptian mathematics[image: External link]


The earliest attested examples of mathematical calculations date to the predynastic Naqada[image: External link] period, and show a fully developed numeral system[image: External link]. [186][image: External link] The importance of mathematics to an educated Egyptian is suggested by a New Kingdom fictional letter in which the writer proposes a scholarly competition between himself and another scribe regarding everyday calculation tasks such as accounting of land, labor, and grain. [187][image: External link] Texts such as the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus[image: External link] and the Moscow Mathematical Papyrus[image: External link] show that the ancient Egyptians could perform the four basic mathematical operations—addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division—use fractions, compute the volumes of boxes and pyramids, and calculate the surface areas of rectangles, triangles, and circles. They understood basic concepts of algebra[image: External link] and geometry[image: External link], and could solve simple sets of simultaneous equations[image: External link]. [188][image: External link]

Mathematical notation[image: External link] was decimal, and based on hieroglyphic signs for each power of ten up to one million. Each of these could be written as many times as necessary to add up to the desired number; so to write the number eighty or eight hundred, the symbol for ten or one hundred was written eight times respectively. [189][image: External link] Because their methods of calculation could not handle most fractions with a numerator greater than one, they had to write fractions[image: External link] as the sum of several fractions. For example, they resolved the fraction two-fifths into the sum of one-third + one-fifteenth. Standard tables of values facilitated this. [190][image: External link] Some common fractions[image: External link], however, were written with a special glyph—the equivalent of the modern two-thirds is shown on the right. [191][image: External link]

Ancient Egyptian mathematicians had a grasp of the principles underlying the Pythagorean theorem[image: External link], knowing, for example, that a triangle had a right angle opposite the hypotenuse[image: External link] when its sides were in a 3–4–5 ratio. [192][image: External link] They were able to estimate the area of a circle[image: External link] by subtracting one-ninth from its diameter and squaring the result:


	Area ≈ [(​8⁄9)D]2 = (​256⁄81)r 2 ≈ 3.16r 2,



a reasonable approximation of the formula π[image: External link]r 2.[192] [193][image: External link]

The golden ratio[image: External link] seems to be reflected in many Egyptian constructions, including the pyramids[image: External link], but its use may have been an unintended consequence of the ancient Egyptian practice of combining the use of knotted ropes with an intuitive sense of proportion and harmony. [194][image: External link]
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Main article: Population history of Egypt[image: External link]


Greek historian Herodotus[image: External link] claimed that ancient Egyptians looked like the people in Colchis[image: External link] (modern-day Georgia[image: External link]). This claim has been largely discredited as fictional by modern-day scholars. [195][image: External link] [196][image: External link] [197][image: External link]

A team led by Johannes Krause[image: External link] managed the first reliable sequencing of the genomes of 90 mummified individuals in 2017. Whilst not conclusive, because of the non-exhaustive time frame and restricted location that the mummies represent, their study nevertheless showed that these ancient Egyptians "closely resembled ancient and modern Near Eastern populations, especially those in the Levant[image: External link], and had almost no DNA from sub-Saharan Africa. What's more, the genetics of the mummies remained remarkably consistent even as different powers—including Nubians, Greeks, and Romans—conquered the empire." Later, however, something did alter the genomes of Egyptians. Some 15% to 20% of modern Egyptians’ DNA reflects sub-Saharan ancestry, but the ancient mummies had only 6-15% sub-Saharan DNA. [199][image: External link]
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See also: Tourism in Egypt[image: External link]


The culture and monuments of ancient Egypt have left a lasting legacy on the world. The cult of the goddess Isis[image: External link], for example, became popular in the Roman Empire[image: External link], as obelisks and other relics were transported back to Rome. [200][image: External link] The Romans also imported building materials[image: External link] from Egypt to erect Egyptian-style structures. Early historians such as Herodotus[image: External link], Strabo[image: External link], and Diodorus Siculus[image: External link] studied and wrote about the land, which Romans came to view as a place of mystery. [201][image: External link]

During the Middle Ages[image: External link] and the Renaissance[image: External link], Egyptian pagan culture was in decline after the rise of Christianity and later Islam[image: External link], but interest in Egyptian antiquity continued in the writings of medieval scholars such as Dhul-Nun al-Misri[image: External link] and al-Maqrizi[image: External link]. [202][image: External link] In the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, European travelers and tourists brought back antiquities and wrote stories of their journeys, leading to a wave of Egyptomania[image: External link] across Europe. This renewed interest sent collectors to Egypt, who took, purchased, or were given many important antiquities. [203][image: External link]

Although the European colonial[image: External link] occupation of Egypt destroyed a significant portion of the country's historical legacy, some foreigners left more positive marks. Napoleon[image: External link], for example, arranged the first studies in Egyptology[image: External link] when he brought some 150 scientists and artists to study and document Egypt's natural history[image: External link], which was published in the Description de l'Égypte[image: External link]. [204][image: External link]

In the 20th century, the Egyptian Government and archaeologists alike recognized the importance of cultural respect and integrity in excavations. The Supreme Council of Antiquities[image: External link] now approves and oversees all excavations, which are aimed at finding information rather than treasure. The council also supervises museums and monument reconstruction programs designed to preserve the historical legacy of Egypt.
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Horsemen of Apocalypse






For the Biblical reference, see Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse[image: External link]. For the Metallica demo[image: External link], see Horsemen of the Apocalypse[image: External link].

The Horsemen of Apocalypse are a team of fictional[image: External link] supervillain[image: External link] characters that appear in comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics.
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 Publication history




The Horsemen of Apocalypse is first mentioned in X-Factor[image: External link] #10 (Nov. 1986), and makes their full appearance in X-Factor #15 (April 1987) where they were created by writer Louise Simonson[image: External link] and artist Walt Simonson[image: External link].

The first comic-book characters of this name were an unrelated team of aliens from the race known as the Axi-Tun[image: External link] that attacked Earth in ancient and modern times. They appeared in Giant Size Fantastic Four #3 (Nov. 1974).
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 Fictional biography




The group consists of four individuals (usually mutants[image: External link]) that have been genetically altered and mentally conditioned to serve the ancient mutant, Apocalypse, either willingly or forcibly. They are enhanced or endowed with new abilities, and are always given the same titles based upon the biblical Four Horsemen[image: External link] ( Death[image: External link], Famine[image: External link], Pestilence[image: External link] (replacing the biblical Conquest[image: External link]), and War[image: External link]). While Apocalypse has empowered other individuals to do his bidding, the Four Horsemen remain his elite minions, always playing a key role in his plans.

Before Apocalypse assembled his first modern incarnation (according to date of real world publication) of Horsemen, it was revealed that there were other, lesser known groups of Horsemen.
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Currently the first known group of Horsemen of Apocalypse dates from the 11th century and were sent by Apocalypse to kill a pagan named Folkbern Logan in medieval London. To fill the role of Pestilence, Apocalypse recruited a mutant that greatly resembles Orb[image: External link] with his arms replaced by wings which allowed him to fly. For the role of Famine, Apocalypse had chosen a Native American female. For the role of War, Apocalypse had recruited a mutant that resembled a mummy[image: External link]. For the role of Death, Apocalypse recruited a mutant who seemed to possess a gas-like body which allowed him to fly. Thor[image: External link] comes to Folkbern's aid and kills the Horsemen of Apocalypse single-handedly.[1]
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 19th century incarnation




In X-Men: Apocalypse vs. Dracula[image: External link] #1, it was revealed that a Horseman of War led the Riders of the Dark, and single-handedly defeated the pre-vampire Dracula[image: External link]'s army as well as Dracula himself.
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 Fall of Mutants




In the 20th century, Apocalypse recruits Plague[image: External link], a member of the Morlocks, during the "Mutant Massacre[image: External link]" to fill the role of Pestilence. He approaches ex-soldier Abraham Lincoln Kieros[image: External link] and grants him the position of War[image: External link]. An anorexic girl named Autumn Rolfson[image: External link] is Apocalypse's third choice and Autumn is given the position of Famine[image: External link]. Apocalypse afterwards saved the dewinged Angel from his sabotaged, exploding plane and chooses him to be his fourth and final Horseman, Death[image: External link].

The Four Horsemen were forced to battle one another for leadership, and Death emerges victorious. In their first battle against X-Factor, the Horsemen were nearly defeated until Death appeared, shocking his former comrades. While X-Factor is strapped down, the Four Horsemen are sent out by Apocalypse to destroy New York City. Meanwhile, Caliban confronts Apocalypse and asks for power to avenge his fellow Morlocks[image: External link].

X-Factor frees themselves and take on the Four Horsemen; Pestilence is accidentally slain by Power Pack[image: External link] in the battle and Archangel comes back to his senses after assuming he killed his former comrade, Iceman[image: External link]. Apocalypse retreats with his remaining Horsemen and the newly recruited Caliban.
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 X-Cutioner's Song




While Apocalypse heals from his recent defeat on the moon, Mister Sinister disguises himself as Apocalypse and orders the Horsemen War, Famine, and Caliban, who was transformed by Apocalypse and replaced Angel as Death, to capture Jean Grey and Cyclops. The X-Men later defeat the Horsemen when they discover their hideout.
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 Hulk




After a battle with the X-Men in their mansion, Hulk[image: External link] is taken by Apocalypse and becomes the new incarnation of War, being supplied with weaponry and a helmet that shields Hulk from his father's abusive and severely distracting spirit. Apocalypse set Hulk against the Juggernaut[image: External link] to test the latter's strength. Hulk was able to stop and overcome the Juggernaut, after being empowered by energy from Franklin Richards'[image: External link] "Heroes Reborn[image: External link]" pocket universe. He likewise overloaded the Absorbing Man[image: External link], but came to his senses after he had injured his friend Rick Jones[image: External link].
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 Second incarnation
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 The Twelve




During "The Twelve[image: External link]" saga, Apocalypse selected a new group of Horsemen to collect the chosen mutants written in Destiny's Diary[image: External link]. This new group featured the cybernetic mutant Ahab[image: External link] as Famine, the Shi'ar[image: External link] Deathbird[image: External link] as War, and the Morlock, Caliban, this time as Pestilence. As the Horseman of Death, Apocalypse had abducted Wolverine and replaced him with a Skrull[image: External link] to prevent his absence being noted. Apocalypse then pitted Wolverine against Sabretooth[image: External link]. The winner of the battle would become his Horseman of Death. Believing that his healing factor would prevent Apocalypse from turning him into a horseman, Wolverine defeats Sabretooth, and Apocalypse strips the adamantium[image: External link] from the latter and bonds it to Wolverine's skeleton.[2] As Death, Wolverine was sent to destroy the Mannites, a group of artificially-created children, since Apocalypse believed that their presence was a threat to the mutants existence. He partially destroys a captured Bastion and then attempt to kill the children, but one of the Mannites, Nina was able to request the assistance of the X-Men and after a brief battle, Death kills his Skrull[image: External link] imposter.

When Death captured Mikhail Rasputin[image: External link] and failed to teleport out with him, he was chased into the Morlock[image: External link] Tunnels by the X-Men. He battled them and regained his memory, thanks to the efforts of Jubilee, Shadowcat[image: External link], Archangel, and Psylocke. The rest of the Horsemen are teleported to another dimension by Mikhail.
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 Third incarnation
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 Blood of Apocalypse




Following the House of M[image: External link] and M-Day[image: External link], Apocalypse resurrected, assembling a new cadre of Horsemen with the purpose of wiping out 90% of the baseline human population. Apocalypse's new Horsemen were Gazer[image: External link] as War, Sunfire[image: External link] as Famine, Polaris[image: External link] as Pestilence, and Gambit as Death.

Gazer was saved from death and forced to battle an archaeologist for the mantle of War, which he won with the aid of Apocalypse's scribe, Ozymandias[image: External link]. Both Sunfire, who had lost his legs at the hands of Lady Deathstrike[image: External link] and his powers to Rogue[image: External link], and Polaris, an M-Day victim, were captured, and reluctantly altered into Famine and Pestilence, respectively. Gambit, however, submitted himself willingly to be transformed into Death, as he had come to believe Apocalypse could be helpful to the mutant cause, though he would need to be watched. Sunfire was able to break free of Apocalypse's control with the help of Emma Frost[image: External link], although he was weakened by the experience, and Gambit retained a large portion of his former self, stating to Apocalypse, "I'm both Death and Gambit", and he also remembered his love for Rogue as he could not bring himself to kill her. Polaris was knocked out by Iceman in the final battle. She was abandoned, saved by Havok, and freed from her brainwashing by the X-Men. Gazer died defending Apocalypse, having been stabbed in the back by Ozymandias.[3]
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 Fourth incarnation
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 The Final Horsemen




When the Clan Akkaba[image: External link] finally resurrects En Sabah Nur, albeit in the form of a child, it is revealed that centuries ago Apocalypse had created the self-proclaimed "Final Horsemen". This cadre of Horsemen had been assembled one by one through time by Apocalypse and Ozymandias and would only be awoken when all other approaches had failed. They comprise the following members:


	
Decimus Furius - The son of a philosopher that was originally alive in Rome during the 200s. When his father committed suicide and his mother died shortly after, he was left homeless, without any money. While slowly starving to death in an alley, he transformed into his mutant self, the mythological Minotaur[image: External link]. When he was seen, the human civilians attempted to kill him. He slaughtered dozens before being brought down. Eventually, after being imprisoned for years, he was offered freedom, providing he was able to defeat all others in the arena. With his axe, he slaughtered all who opposed him. He was then worshipped as the Dark God Minotaur. He was found by Apocalypse and Ozymandias and he was appointed as War. Along with immense strength and durability, War's axe seems to psionically infect all it touches with a berserker rage and a cold thirst for destruction. His hide seems to have a resemblance to that of stone that makes him look like a statue when not moving. Decimus was later killed by the Apocalypse Twins.[4]


	
Sanjar Javeed - The bastard son and servant of the once king of Persia Shapur II[image: External link]. When the King could not let out that he had this son, Sanjar turned to thievery to get the attention of his father. However, this was when Sanjar's powers developed. He gained an ailment aura that could transmit a spectrum of terminal diseases depending on what variety of metal he touches. He began to poison the entire kingdom by spreading diseases through the stolen treasures. On his deathbed King Shapur named his son "The Seraph of Death". Soon Sanjar was collected by Apocalypse as his horseman, Death. Sanjar was killed by Deathlok while X-Force tried to stop Archangel from destroying the human race.

	
Jeb Lee - A Confederate spy that fought during the American Civil War[image: External link]. He marched behind enemy lines disguised as a Union drummer, gathering information. After the war he returned home, mistakenly wearing his Union uniform. The Confederates believed him to be a traitor and burned his family alive in front of him. This stimulated his latent mutant powers, the ability to use percussive sound to create a bioauditory cancer, a "living sound" that feeds on the flesh of those who hear it. He was approached by Apocalypse and Ozymandias and appointed as Famine. Famine was later captured by X-Force and tortured by Deathlok for many hours while his host took control, revealing the location of Archangel to the team. Wolverine then cut off his hands, effectively removing his ability to use his powers. He later received artificial replacement hands,[5] but was killed by the Apocalypse Twins.[4]


	
Ichisumi - A geisha[image: External link] that first lived in Kumamoto, Japan in the year 1893 AD. Ichisumi was jealous of all the more beautiful and intelligent women around her; as she suffered from a severe inferiority complex. Her father was a samurai who would get mad whenever she would fail. Stemming from her repressed rage and the disapproval of her father, she savagely ravaged the other geisha's after releasing a swarm of "yume beetles" from her mouth. The beetles consume thoughts and memories along with flesh and Ichisumi gains these when the beetles return to her. This is when Ichisumi's powers first manifested leading to her "collection" by Apocalypse, as his Pestilence. Pestilence was later seen in some intimate moments with Archangel who assigned her to guard Psylocke. Pestilence was later taken out by her after being stabbed through the mouth with her own parasol. Pestilence was later revealed to be pregnant with Archangel's child which apparently will be the new Apocalypse. She has since given birth to twins, Eimin and Uriel, known as the Apocalypse Twins[image: External link].[5]


	
Psylocke - Chosen by Archangel to replace Sanjar Javeed. Archangel used the Celestial[image: External link] tool known as the Death Seed to transform Betsy into the new Horseman of Death. She was freed from Archangel's control by the Jean Grey of Earth-295[image: External link].
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 Fifth incarnation
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 The Four Horsemen of Death




As part of the Marvel NOW![image: External link] event, a new incarnation of Horsemen of Apocalypse appeared, its members being Banshee, Daken[image: External link], Grim Reaper[image: External link] and The Sentry[image: External link], all dead characters resurrected by the Apocalypse Twins[image: External link].[6] Each member was subsequently sent after a key member of the Avengers Unity Squad[image: External link] that they have some personal ties to, with Banshee going after Havok (the brother of his killer Vulcan[image: External link]), the Grim Reaper targeting his brother Wonder Man[image: External link], the Sentry attacking his killer Thor, and Daken naturally after his father Wolverine.[7] Their goal is to destroy Earth and teleport all mutants to Planet X.[8] Although this plan succeeds, the Avengers Unity Squad are able to undo their victory by transferring their minds into the body of their past selves after the Horsemen's victory, providing Rogue[image: External link] with sufficient power to force the Celestial away while her teammates confront Daken, the Reaper and Banshee, also resulting in Sentry's Horseman programming being broken . While Sentry takes the dead body of the Celestial Executioner into deep space somewhere far away from Earth, Daken and Grim Reaper get away while Banshee ends up in the X-Men's custody as Beast concludes that healing Banshee of the Death Seed energy that made him a Horseman of Death will take years and highly advanced technology.[9]
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 Sixth incarnation
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 Apocalypse Wars




When Cerebra detected the sudden appearance of six hundred new mutant signatures in Tokyo, Storm sent Colossus and his team of young mutants - composed of Anole, Ernst, Glob, and No-Girl - to investigate, only to learn that the signatures was the work of the Sugar Man who had genetically engineered six hundred mutant embryos in total isolation from the Terrigen Mists and planned to send them to the future, where they would be safe from the M-Pox caused by the Mists and would grow to become the next generation of mutants, with him as their leader. Sugar Man was about to teleport the ark and himself to the future when Colossus and the young X-Men arrived. Their interference resulted in Sugar Man being separated from his ark and their teleportation along the ark to the future. Soon afterwards, the X-Men arrived and, upon discovering what had happened, used Cerebra to track and follow Colossus and his team through the timestream. Arriving a thousand years into Earth's future, the X-Men found themselves in a destroyed New York City. The X-Men soon found their young members, but Colossus wasn't with them anymore, and they were somewhat different as they had arrived some time before Storm's team. They were in possession of the ark containing the mutant embryos and were also protecting it. When the older X-Men asked what had happened to Colossus, Cerebra warned them of the incoming threat, the Horsemen of Apocalypse which was composed of Deadpool, the Venom Symbiote, a female version of Moon Knight and Colossus himself after taken the place of Man-Thing.[10][11]

While several X-Men battled Colossus, Deadpool and the Venom Symbiote, Nightcrawler took Storm to the interior of Apocalypse's Pyramid, only to be ambushed by Moon Knight, but Nightcrawler quickly dealt with her by throwing her into a pit full of spikes they almost fell into while exploring the pyramid. At the top of the pyramid, Storm and Nightcrawler met Apocalypse, who revealed to them that planet they are, dubbed Omega World, was his body and him its heart, with his Horsemen functioning like antibodies. Apocalypse also revealed he had already destroyed the ark, which led Nightcrawler to stab him in the back while he fought Storm. With Apocalypse fatally wounded, Omega World started to crumble.[12]

After defeating Deadpool and Venom, the X-Men tried to take Colossus down, but were no match for him. Only Magik, who had just arrived to rescue them, was able to knocked Colossus out. Seeing Apocalypse as the only person capable of transforming Colossus back to normal, Storm took him with them back to the present, but he teleported Colossus away as soon as they arrived in X-Haven. Somewhere else, Colossus was found by Clan Akkaba and revealed to be the Horseman of War.[13]

Simultaneously in the present, the new group of Uncanny X-Men which is led by Magneto and includes besides Psylocke, Monet St. Croix[image: External link], a reformed Sabretooth[image: External link], and a newly re-emergent Archangel who seems to have been rendered a responsively inert drone, though, under Psylocke's psychic leash, Archangel became a heavy hitter in Magneto's X-Men, the group is also secretly backed by Mystique and Fantomex[image: External link]. After investigating a rash of mutant healer murders perpetrated by a long thought dead old foe[image: External link] whose talents had been hired out by an as of yet unknown benefactor, both Magnus and Elizabeth eventually discover a hidden Clan Akkaba[image: External link] base hidden under a religious rally orchestrated by "Angel" (the new person Warren became after being stabbed by the Celestial Life Seed), who in turn was being manipulated by both the clan's lord and the mercenary groups backer Genocide[image: External link]. As it turns out Angel had made a deal with Genocide and the Clan Akkaba to ensure that he would never become the Dark Angel again, and so they were able to split apart Angel from his Archangel personas into separate bodies, however Archangel's mind was altered during the process with reduced him to little more than a mindless drone. It is also revealed that Genocide had been using "Angel"'s T.O. infected wings to create an army of clones modeled after his horseman Persona dubbing them his Death-Flight; Techno-Organic winged Archangels to be led by Angel's fissioned Archangel self in order to raze the world in his pursuit Darwinism of culling the tainted flesh.[14] Psylocke attacked the Death-Flight to protect the citizens of Green Ridge, and was eventually joined by Fantomex, Mystique and Magneto, who had just killed Genocide. Magneto and Psylocke witnessed as Angel and Archangel merged together with all their clones to create a new being. This new Archangel was unsure of who or what he now was, but was determined to find out. He swore off all violence and returned with Magneto's X-Men to their base in the Savage Land.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Other versions
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 Age of Apocalypse




In the alternate reality known as the "Age of Apocalypse[image: External link]", the four Horsemen also existed but did not use any titles, with some exceptions such as Death and War. The only member who was also a Horseman in the main Marvel Universe was Abraham Kieros[image: External link], also known as War. The first group of Horsemen consisted of Candra[image: External link], Gideon[image: External link], Death (an unknown female, speculated to be Selene[image: External link] or Lifeforce[image: External link]), and War. Later members included a never-seen Horseman named Bastion and Maximus[image: External link] as the second Death. Ultimately, Apocalypse announced the War of Succession, a battle between all his Horsemen. The four remaining Horsemen would rule North America alongside him. These four were Holocaust[image: External link], Mikhail Rasputin[image: External link], Bastion, and Mister Sinister[image: External link]. It is mentioned that Candra was killed by Holocaust, and Bastion was killed after the war by Abyss[image: External link], making Abyss the newest horsemen and first recruit after the war. In a flashback, it is revealed that Mikhail was chosen after he defeated War during Apocalypse's attack on Russia.

After the fall of Apocalypse and the ascension of Weapon X as the heir of Apocalypse, a new cadre of Horsemen was chosen, however the team was renamed as Ministers instead of Horsemen, with Azazel and the resurrected Emplate and the Summers brothers revealed to be among this group, Azazel as the Minister of Death,[15] Emplate as the Minister of Pestilence, Cyclops as the Minister of Famine and Havok as the Minister of War.[16] Each Minister has a special area of control and their own special troops.
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 Ages of Apocalypse




In one of the alternate realities created by Apocalypse during the "Ages of Apocalypse[image: External link]", Davan Shakari[image: External link] was the Horseman of Death.
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 Apocalypse Wars




When Cerebra detected the sudden appearance of six hundred new mutant signatures in Tokyo, Storm sent Colossus and the team of young mutants he trained (composed of Anole, Ernst, Glob and No-Girl) to investigate it which ended with the team to be teleported to the future. Soon afterwards, the X-Men arrived and, upon discovering what had happened, used Cerebra to track and follow Colossus and his team. Arriving a thousand years into Earth's future, the X-Men found themselves in a destroyed New York City. The X-Men soon found Colossus' team, older as they had arrived long year before the X-Men, protecting the ark containing the mutant embryos engineered by Sugar Man. They soon discovers that in the interim, Colossus was brainwashed and become one of Apocalypse's Horsemen, alongside, future versions of what appears to be Venom, Deadpool and a female Moon Knight.[10]
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 Cable & Deadpool




In Cable & Deadpool[image: External link], the "Enema of the State" story arc, Deadpool[image: External link] went to find the disappeared Cable[image: External link] and was forced to travel to alternate universes in his search. In the first universe, Deadpool found a new group of Horsemen. An eight-armed Spider-Man[image: External link] was Pestilence, Blob[image: External link] was Famine, and Archangel was Death. The three fought Deadpool, Siryn[image: External link] and Cannonball[image: External link]. When Deadpool figured out there was still one more Horseman left, a superpowered Cable (as War, the fourth Horseman) appeared and defeated all of them. Deadpool teleported to another universe when he realized he could not win.
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 Exiles




One of the original members of the Exiles[image: External link] was Thunderbird[image: External link] of Earth-1100, who was transformed into Apocalypse's Horseman, War. As War, Thunderbird has lost his humanity and sense of taste but had enhanced senses. He managed to break through Apocalypse's mind control and rejoined his allies, the X-Men. When he went into battle-mode, he could even overpower the Hulk.
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 House of M




When the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] altered reality and created the House of M[image: External link], Apocalypse was brought back to life. He was a former enemy of Magneto, who became his subordinate, ruling North Africa[image: External link]. Magneto had sent him to kill Black Panther[image: External link]. He went to Wakanda[image: External link], along with three of his Horsemen shown, Iceman[image: External link], Angel, and Nightcrawler. Unlike the original continuity, none of the Horsemen were visibly altered or augmented in this reality.[17]
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 Marvel Mangaverse




In the Marvel Mangaverse[image: External link] comic, Avengers Assemble, Apocalypse was a tokusatsu[image: External link]-esque villain that grew in size and battled with the Iron Avenger (four vehicular machines that can transform together in the form of a giant Iron Man[image: External link]) piloted by the Avengers[image: External link] team (Captain America[image: External link], Scarlet Witch, Hawkeye[image: External link], Vision[image: External link]). The Horsemen included Archangel, Juggernaut[image: External link], Mister Sinister, and the White Queen[image: External link].
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 Mutant X




In the Mutant X[image: External link] series, Angel was chosen as Apocalypse's Horseman of Death, but went through a dramatically different transformation with bat-like wings and the ability to breathe fire. To signify his transformation, he changed his name to The Fallen[image: External link] and sided against Apocalypse with Havok's[image: External link] group known as the Six. Eventually his treachery got the best of him and Fallen betrayed his teammates to realign himself with the Horsemen against an evil Professor X[image: External link]. The other Horsemen were all new characters except for War, who resembled Abraham Kieros.
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 Ultimate Horsemen




In the Ultimate Universe[image: External link], Sinister[image: External link] is mentioned to be the first Horseman. He is later transformed into Apocalypse. Sinister has since revealed himself since the Ultimatum Wave, and is now, along with Layla Miller, tracking four specific mutants. Havok is revealed to be one and it's speculated that Quicksilver is also one of them. According to Layla, Havok knows the identity of the fourth which indicates they already had found three of them. It remains to be seen, however, if this four mutants have any relation to the Horsemen.
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 Avengers/Alternate Age of Apocalypse




While waging war against Ultron in the near future, Kang accidentally breaks time itself in an attempt to gather an army from various time periods, to aid him in defeating Ultron. As a result of this, an alternate universe version of the "Age of Apocalypse" Apocalypse and his Horsemen ended up in the present day Avengers Tower. A battle ensues between the Avengers and the Horsemen ( Spider-Man[image: External link], Wolverine, Scarlet Witch[image: External link] and Red Hulk[image: External link], who have been infected with the techno-virus and fused with their mounts). Due to the temporal chaos, the fight ends when the villains are teleported away back into the timestream.[18]
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 What If...?





	In one alternate reality, Wolverine was turned into the Horseman of War (he was known as Death). He turned against Apocalypse and killed him, then began slaughtering Earth's criminals and villains. Eventually, he became the peaceful Brother Xavier.

	In the reality depicted in What If Legion Had Killed Xavier And Magneto?, the Horsemen of Apocalypse were Storm, Juggernaut[image: External link], Namor[image: External link], and Hulk[image: External link].
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 X-Men '92




In the final issue of X-Men '92 tying into the 2015 Secret Wars[image: External link] comic book event, Baron Robert Kelly[image: External link] (Baron of Westchester), Bastion[image: External link], Exodus[image: External link] and Mystique are revealed as Apocalypse's current Horsemen.[19]
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 Other media
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 Television





	In the X-Men Animated Series, the Four Horsemen of Apocalypse were the same ones as in the X-Factor comics. The lineup was composed of mutants that submitted themselves to the so-called Mutant Cure, developed by Dr. Adler (actually Mystique in disguise). The "Cure" process transformed the four mutants: Autumn Rolfson (Famine)[image: External link], Plague (Pestilence)[image: External link], Abraham Kieros (War)[image: External link], and Angel (Death) into altered mutants under the control of Apocalypse. The four-part episode Beyond Good and Evil featured another team of Horsemen, created by Apocalypse during his time in Ancient Egypt. The style of these Horsemen reflected their Egyptian origins. In the episode The Fifth Horseman, Fabian Cortez[image: External link] (at that point a follower of Apocalypse) creates a team called Hounds[image: External link] rather than Horsemen. One of them is Caliban, who resembled his appearance as "Death" in the comic books.

	In X-Men: Evolution, Apocalypse enslaves two major heroes and two major villains to be his Horseman. Professor X became Death, with enhanced telepathy, telekinesis, agility, and strength, and the ability to conjure a "mental scythe" similar to Psylocke's daggers or knives. As War, Magneto had far more powerful magnetic abilities, including being able to survive in the vacuum of space by surrounding himself in a bubble of magnetized air, and reconstructing and controlling a destroyed Sentinel. Storm, as Famine, had enhanced abilities, generating lightning capable of overpowering Bezerker, as well as gaining increased stamina. Mystique served as Pestilence, having enhanced shape-shifting abilities, now able to transform into more than one object, such as a group of bats or snakes. Like Apocalypse, she gained the ability to manipulate her form on a molecular level, transforming her hands into blades, and turning into a puddle of water. She was also given enhanced speed and agility, as well as gaining an advanced healing factor, being able to replace a large portion of her stomach that was destroyed by Cyclops.

	In Wolverine and the X-Men[image: External link], there is a direct reference to the Horsemen of Apocalypse. After Angel lost his wings because of his father having them amputated (this was due to Angel's wings getting broken beyond repair following an ambush by Colonel Moss[image: External link] and the Mutant Response Division[image: External link]), Mister Sinister offered to get back Angel's wings. However, despite giving back his wings, Sinister transforms Angel into Archangel. Archangel was sent to kill his father, but is stopped by Wolverine, Cyclops, and Storm. After that, Sinister sends Archangel to kidnap Jean Grey after she uses her powers by accident. Cyclops and Emma Frost tried to protect Jean from Sinister, but Archangel captures both Cyclops and Jean. Later on, the X-Men save them from Sinister, Archangel, and the Marauders. The Marauders were captured, but Mr. Sinister and Archangel escaped.
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 Film





	In the post credits scene of the 2014 film X-Men: Days of Future Past, four horsemen are seen near En Sabah Nur as he telekinetically builds the pyramids of Egypt while a crowd of people chants his name.

	
Oscar Isaac portrays Apocalypse in the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse.[20] At the 2015 San Diego Comic-Con, the film's Horsemen were revealed to be Storm, Magneto, Archangel and Psylocke.[21] As seen in the earlier parts of the film, Apocalypse's original Horsemen Pestilence (portrayed by Warren Scherer), Famine (portrayed by Rochelle Okoye), Death (portrayed by Monique Ganderton), and War (portrayed by Fraser Aitcheson) died protecting him. Upon his awakening, Apocalypse starts establishing a new incarnation of the Horsemen of Apocalypse from pickpocket Storm, Caliban's former enforcer Psylocke, mutant club fighter Angel, and Magneto after his family was killed in the crossfire during Magneto's fight with the authorities. As part of their selection as Horsemen, Apocalypse enhances their powers; he explicitly states that he will enhance Psylocke and Magneto, transforms Angel's wings into their metallic state to heal a serious burn, and it is implied that he enhances Storm's powers as well. During the final battle, Magneto and Storm both had a change of heart and turn against Apocalypse after Storm witnesses his callous disregard for the Horsemen in favour of his own power and Magneto is reminded of the family he has left, Archangel is killed after he is trapped in an airplane before it explodes, and Psylocke escapes during Apocalypse's destruction.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Video games





	Akuma (Gouki in Japan) of Street Fighter[image: External link] is captured by Apocalypse and transformed into Cyber-Akuma (Mech-Gouki), serving as his Horseman of Death and final boss in the Capcom crossover fighting game Marvel Super Heroes vs. Street Fighter[image: External link].

	The Horsemen of Apocalypse are referenced in X2: Wolverine's Revenge. After watching Wolverine in action, Apocalypse and Mister Sinister prepare the Horseman of Apocalypse.

	In X-Men Legends II: Rise of Apocalypse[image: External link], the Four Horsemen of Apocalypse were Abyss[image: External link], Mikhail Rasputin[image: External link], Holocaust[image: External link], and Archangel. Mister Sinister was something of "fifth" horseman, working as Apocalypse's right-hand man, although before recruiting Archangel he was one of the main four according to Grizzly[image: External link]. During the fight with Apocalypse in the Vault of Ages, the Egyptian Statues based on the Four Horseman will come to life as clones of the Four Horseman.

	The Horsemen of Apocalypse appear in the browser-based game Marvel: Avengers Alliance[image: External link] on Facebook[image: External link]. In the 16th Spec-Ops, Apocalypse selects four new Horsemen: X-23 as War, Rogue as Famine, Beast as Pestilence, and Iceman as Death.
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Cairo






This article is about the Egyptian capital. For other uses, see Cairo (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Cairo (/'kaIroU /[image: External link] KYE -roh[image: External link]; Arabic[image: External link]: القاهرة‎ Al-Qāhirah,   pronunciation[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link]), Coptic[image: External link]: ⲕⲁϩⲓⲣⲏ Kahire) is the capital[image: External link] and largest city[image: External link] of Egypt[image: External link]. The city's metropolitan area[image: External link] is the largest in the Middle East[image: External link] and the Arab world[image: External link], and the 15th-largest[image: External link] in the world, and is associated with ancient Egypt, as the famous Giza pyramid complex[image: External link] and the ancient city of Memphis[image: External link] are located in its geographical area. Located near the Nile Delta[image: External link],[3][4] modern Cairo was founded in 969 CE by the Fatimid dynasty[image: External link], but the land composing the present-day city was the site of ancient national capitals whose remnants remain visible in parts of Old Cairo[image: External link]. Cairo has long been a center of the region's political and cultural life, and is titled "the city of a thousand minarets[image: External link]" for its preponderance of Islamic architecture[image: External link]. Cairo is considered a World City[image: External link] with a "Beta +" classification according to GaWC[image: External link].[5]

Cairo has the oldest and largest film and music industries in the Arab world, as well as the world's second-oldest institution of higher learning, Al-Azhar University[image: External link]. Many international media, businesses, and organizations have regional headquarters in the city; the Arab League[image: External link] has had its headquarters in Cairo for most of its existence.

With a population of 6.76 million[6] spread over 453 square kilometers (175 sq mi), Cairo is by far the largest city in Egypt. An additional 9.5 million inhabitants live in close proximity to the city. Cairo, like many other mega-cities[image: External link], suffers from high levels of pollution and traffic. Cairo's metro[image: External link], one of two in Africa (the other[image: External link] being in Algiers[image: External link], Algeria), ranks among the fifteen busiest in the world,[7] with over 1 billion[8] annual passenger rides. The economy of Cairo was ranked first in the Middle East[image: External link][9] in 2005, and 43rd globally on Foreign Policy[image: External link]'s 2010 Global Cities Index[image: External link].[10]



TOP[image: External link]
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 Etymology




Egyptians often refer to Cairo as Maṣr (IPA:  [mɑsˤɾ][image: External link]; Egyptian Arabic[image: External link]: مَصر‎), the Egyptian Arabic[image: External link] name for Egypt itself, emphasizing the city's importance for the country.[11][12] Its official name al-Qāhirah  ( Arabic[image: External link]: القاهرة‎) means "the Vanquisher" or "the Conqueror", supposedly due to the fact that the planet Mars[image: External link], an-Najm al-Qāhir ( Arabic[image: External link]: النجم القاهر‎, "the Conquering Star"), was rising at the time when the city was founded,[13] possibly also in reference to the much awaited arrival of the Fatimid[image: External link] Caliph Al-Mu'izz[image: External link] who reached Cairo in 973 from Mahdia[image: External link], the old Fatimid capital.[14] In Coptic[image: External link] the city is known as Kahire ( Coptic[image: External link]: ⲕⲁϩⲓⲣⲏ), meaning "Place of the Sun", possibly referring to the ancient city of Heliopolis[image: External link], the main seat of worship of the solar deity Ra[image: External link]—(or Re). The location of the ancient city is the suburb of Ain Shams[image: External link] ( Arabic[image: External link]: عين شمس‎, "Sun-Eye" or "Eye of the Sun"). The ancient Egyptian name for the area is thought to be Khere-Ohe, "The Place of Combat", supposedly in reference to a mythical battle that took place between Seth and Horus.[15] Sometimes the city is informally referred to as Kayro (IPA:  [ˈkæjɾo][image: External link]; Egyptian Arabic[image: External link]: كايرو‎).[16]
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 History




See also: Timeline of Cairo[image: External link] and History of Egypt[image: External link]
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 Initial settlements




The area around present-day Cairo, especially Memphis[image: External link], had long been a focal point of Ancient Egypt due to its strategic location just upstream from the Nile Delta[image: External link]. However, the origins of the modern city are generally traced back to a series of settlements in the first millennium. Around the turn of the 4th century,[17] as Memphis was continuing to decline in importance,[18] the Romans[image: External link] established a fortress town along the east bank of the Nile[image: External link]. This fortress, known as Babylon[image: External link], was the nucleus of the Roman and then the Byzantine[image: External link] city and is the oldest structure in the city today. It is also situated at the nucleus of the Coptic Orthodox[image: External link] community, which separated from the Roman and Byzantine churches in the late 4th century. Many of Cairo's oldest Coptic churches, including the Hanging Church[image: External link], are located along the fortress walls in a section of the city known as Coptic Cairo[image: External link].

Following the Muslim conquest in 640 AD, the conqueror Amr ibn As[image: External link] settled to the north of the Babylon in an area that became known as al-Fustat[image: External link]. Originally a tented camp (Fustat signifies "City of Tents") Fustat became a permanent settlement and the first capital of Islamic Egypt.

In 750, following the overthrow of the Ummayad caliphate[image: External link] by the Abbasids[image: External link], the new rulers created their own settlement to the northeast of Fustat which became their capital. This was known as al-Askar[image: External link] (the city of sections, or cantonments[image: External link]) as it was laid out like a military camp.

A rebellion in 869 by Ahmad ibn Tulun[image: External link] led to the abandonment of Al Askar and the building of another settlement, which became the seat of government. This was al-Qatta'i[image: External link] ("the Quarters"), to the north of Fustat and closer to the river. Al Qatta'i was centred around a palace and ceremonial mosque, now known as the Mosque of ibn Tulun[image: External link].

In 905, the Abbasids re-asserted control of the country and their governor returned to Fustat, razing al-Qatta'i to the ground.
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 Foundation and expansion




Further information: Egypt in the Middle Ages[image: External link]


In 968, the Fatimids were led by general Jawhar al-Siqilli[image: External link] to establish a new capital for the Fatimid dynasty[image: External link].[19] Egypt was conquered from their base in Ifriqiya[image: External link] and a new fortified city northeast of Fustat[image: External link] was established. It took four years to build the city, initially known as al-Manṣūriyyah,[20] which was to serve as the new capital of the caliphate. During that time, Jawhar also commissioned the construction of the al-Azhar Mosque[image: External link] by order of the Caliph, which developed into the third-oldest university in the world. Cairo would eventually become a centre of learning, with the library of Cairo containing hundreds of thousands of books.[21] When Caliph al-Mu'izz li Din Allah[image: External link] arrived from the old Fatimid capital of Mahdia[image: External link] in Tunisia[image: External link] in 973, he gave the city its present name, al-Qāhiratu ("The Victorious").[20]

For nearly 200 years after Cairo was established, the administrative centre of Egypt remained in Fustat[image: External link]. However, in 1168 the Fatimids under the leadership of vizier[image: External link] Shawar[image: External link] set fire to Fustat to prevent Cairo's capture by the Crusaders[image: External link].[22] Egypt's capital was permanently moved to Cairo, which was eventually expanded to include the ruins of Fustat and the previous capitals of al-Askar[image: External link] and al-Qatta'i[image: External link]. As al Qahira expanded these earlier settlements were encompassed, and have since become part of the city of Cairo as it expanded and spread; they are now collectively known as "Old Cairo[image: External link]".

While the Fustat fire successfully protected the city of Cairo, a continuing power struggle between Shawar, King[image: External link] Amalric I of Jerusalem[image: External link], and the Zengid[image: External link] general Shirkuh[image: External link] led to the downfall of the Fatimid establishment.[23]

In 1169, Saladin[image: External link] was appointed as the new vizier of Egypt by the Fatimids and two years later he seized power from the family of the last Fatimid caliph, al-'Āḍid[image: External link].[24] As the first Sultan of Egypt[image: External link], Saladin established the Ayyubid dynasty[image: External link], based in Cairo, and aligned Egypt with the Abbasids[image: External link], who were based in Baghdad[image: External link].[25] During his reign, Saladin constructed the Cairo Citadel[image: External link], which served as the seat of the Egyptian government until the mid-19th century.

In 1250, slave soldiers, known as the Mamluks[image: External link], seized control of Egypt and like many of their predecessors established Cairo as the capital of their new dynasty[image: External link]. Continuing a practice started by the Ayyubids, much of the land occupied by former Fatimid palaces was sold and replaced by newer buildings.[26] Construction projects initiated by the Mamluks pushed the city outward while also bringing new infrastructure to the centre of the city.[27] Meanwhile, Cairo flourished as a centre of Islamic scholarship[image: External link] and a crossroads on the spice trade[image: External link] route among the civilisations in Afro-Eurasia[image: External link]. By 1340, Cairo had a population of close to half a million, making it the largest city west of China[image: External link].[28]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ottoman rule




Further information: History of Ottoman Egypt[image: External link]


See also: Muhammad Ali's seizure of power[image: External link]


Although Cairo avoided Europe[image: External link]'s stagnation during the Late Middle Ages[image: External link], it could not escape the Black Death[image: External link], which struck the city more than fifty times between 1348 and 1517.[29] During its initial, and most deadly waves, approximately 200,000 people were killed by the plague,[30] and, by the 15th century, Cairo's population had been reduced to between 150,000 and 300,000.[31] The city's status was further diminished after Vasco da Gama[image: External link] discovered a sea route around the Cape of Good Hope[image: External link] between 1497 and 1499, thereby allowing spice traders to avoid Cairo.[28] Cairo's political influence diminished significantly after the Ottomans[image: External link] supplanted Mamluk[image: External link] power over Egypt[image: External link] in 1517. Ruling from Constantinople[image: External link], Sultan[image: External link] Selim I[image: External link] relegated Egypt to a province[image: External link], with Cairo as its capital.[32] For this reason, the history of Cairo during Ottoman times is often described as inconsequential, especially in comparison to other time periods.[28][33][34] However, during the 16th and 17th centuries, Cairo remained an important economic and cultural centre. Although no longer on the spice route, the city facilitated the transportation of Yemeni[image: External link] coffee[image: External link] and Indian[image: External link] textiles[image: External link], primarily to Anatolia[image: External link], North Africa[image: External link], and the Balkans[image: External link]. Cairene merchants were instrumental in bringing goods to the barren Hejaz[image: External link], especially during the annual hajj[image: External link] to Mecca[image: External link].[34][35] It was during this same period that al-Azhar University reached the predominance among Islamic schools that it continues to hold today;[36][37] pilgrims on their way to hajj often attested to the superiority of the institution, which had become associated with Egypt's body of Islamic scholars[image: External link].[38] By the 16th century, Cairo also had high-rise[image: External link] apartment buildings[image: External link] where the two lower floors were for commercial and storage purposes and the multiple stories above them were rented[image: External link] out to tenants[image: External link].[39]

Under the Ottomans, Cairo expanded south and west from its nucleus around the Citadel[image: External link].[40] The city was the second-largest in the empire, behind Constantinople, and, although migration was not the primary source of Cairo's growth, twenty percent of its population at the end of the 18th century consisted of religious minorities and foreigners from around the Mediterranean[image: External link].[41] Still, when Napoleon[image: External link] arrived in Cairo in 1798, the city's population was less than 300,000, forty percent lower than it was at the height of Mamluk—and Cairene—influence in the mid-14th century.[28][41]

The French occupation[image: External link] was short-lived as British[image: External link] and Ottoman forces, including a sizeable Albanian[image: External link] contingent, recaptured the country in 1801. Cairo itself was besieged[image: External link] by a British and Ottoman force culminating with the French surrender on 22 June 1801.[42] The British vacated Egypt two years later, leaving the Ottomans, the Albanians, and the long-weakened Mamluks[image: External link] jostling for control of the country.[43][44] Continued civil war allowed an Albanian named Muhammad Ali Pasha[image: External link] to ascend to the role of commander[image: External link] and eventually, with the approval of the religious establishment[image: External link], viceroy of Egypt in 1805.[45]
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 Modern era




Further information: History of Egypt under the Muhammad Ali dynasty[image: External link] and History of modern Egypt[image: External link]


Until his death in 1848, Muhammad Ali Pasha[image: External link] instituted a number of social and economic reforms that earned him the title of founder of modern Egypt.[46][47] However, while Muhammad Ali initiated the construction of public buildings in the city,[48] those reforms had minimal effect on Cairo's landscape.[49] Bigger changes came to Cairo under Isma'il Pasha[image: External link] (r. 1863–1879), who continued the modernisation processes started by his grandfather. Drawing inspiration from Paris[image: External link], Isma'il envisioned a city of maidans[image: External link] and wide avenues; due to financial constraints, only some of them, in the area now composing Downtown Cairo[image: External link], came to fruition.[50] Isma'il also sought to modernize the city, which was merging with neighboring settlements, by establishing a public works[image: External link] ministry, bringing gas[image: External link] and lighting to the city, and opening a theater and opera house.[51][52]

The immense debt resulting from Isma'il's projects provided a pretext for increasing European control, which culminated with the British invasion[image: External link] in 1882.[28] The city's economic centre quickly moved west toward the Nile[image: External link], away from the historic Islamic Cairo[image: External link] section and toward the contemporary, European-style areas built by Isma'il.[53][54] Europeans accounted for five percent of Cairo's population at the end of the 19th century, by which point they held most top governmental positions.[55]

The British occupation was intended to be temporary, but it lasted well into the 20th century. Nationalists staged large-scale demonstrations[image: External link] in Cairo in 1919,[28] five years after Egypt had been declared a British protectorate[image: External link].[56] Nevertheless, while this led to Egypt's independence in 1922[image: External link], British troops remained in the country until 1956. During this time, urban Cairo, spurred by new bridges and transport links, continued to expand to include the upscale neighbourhoods of Garden City[image: External link], Zamalek[image: External link], and Heliopolis[image: External link].[57] Between 1882 and 1937, the population of Cairo more than tripled—from 347,000 to 1.3 million[58]—and its area increased from 10 to 163 square kilometres (4 to 63 sq mi).[59]

The city was devastated during the 1952 riots known as the Cairo Fire[image: External link] or Black Saturday, which saw the destruction of nearly 700 shops, movie theatres, casinos and hotels in Downtown Cairo.[60] The British departed Cairo following the Egyptian Revolution of 1952[image: External link], but the city's rapid growth showed no signs of abating. Seeking to accommodate the increasing population, President[image: External link] Gamal Abdel Nasser[image: External link] redeveloped Maidan Tahrir[image: External link] and the Nile Corniche[image: External link], and improved the city's network of bridges and highways.[61] Meanwhile, additional controls of the Nile fostered development within Gezira Island[image: External link] and along the city's waterfront. The metropolis began to encroach on the fertile Nile Delta[image: External link], prompting the government to build desert satellite towns[image: External link] and devise incentives for city-dwellers to move to them.[62]

Cairo's population has doubled since the 1960s, reaching close to seven million (with an additional ten million in its urban area[image: External link]). Concurrently, Cairo has established itself as a political and economic hub for North Africa[image: External link] and the Arab world[image: External link], with many multinational businesses and organisations, including the Arab League[image: External link], operating out of the city.

In 1992, Cairo was hit by an earthquake[image: External link] causing 545 deaths, 6,512 injuries and 50,000 people homeless.[63]
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 2011 Egyptian revolution




Main article: 2011 Egyptian Revolution[image: External link]


Cairo's Tahrir Square[image: External link] was the focal point of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution[image: External link] against former president Hosni Mubarak[image: External link].[64] Over 2 million protesters were at Cairo's Tahrir square. More than 50,000 protesters first occupied the square on 25 January, during which the area's wireless services were reported to be impaired.[65] In the following days Tahrir Square continued to be the primary destination for protests in Cairo[66] as it took place following a popular uprising that began on Tuesday, 25 January 2011 and is still continuing as of February 2012. The uprising was mainly a campaign of non-violent civil resistance, which featured a series of demonstrations, marches, acts of civil disobedience, and labour strikes. Millions of protesters from a variety of socio-economic and religious backgrounds demanded the overthrow of the regime of Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak. Despite being predominantly peaceful in nature, the revolution was not without violent clashes between security forces and protesters, with at least 846 people killed and 6,000 injured. The uprising took place in Cairo, Alexandria, and in other cities in Egypt, following the Tunisian revolution[image: External link] that resulted in the overthrow of the long-time Tunisian president[image: External link] Zine El Abidine Ben Ali[image: External link]. On 11 February, following weeks of determined popular protest and pressure, Hosni Mubarak resigned from office.
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 Post-revolutionary Cairo




Under the rule of President el-Sisi[image: External link], in March 2015 plans were announced for another yet-unnamed planned city[image: External link] to be built further east of the existing satellite city of New Cairo[image: External link], intended to serve as the new capital of Egypt[image: External link].[67]
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 Geography




Cairo is located in northern Egypt[image: External link], known as Lower Egypt[image: External link], 165 kilometres (100 mi) south of the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link] and 120 kilometres (75 mi) west of the Gulf of Suez[image: External link] and Suez Canal[image: External link].[68] The city is along the Nile River[image: External link], immediately south of the point where the river leaves its desert-bound valley and branches into the low-lying Nile Delta[image: External link] region. Although the Cairo metropolis extends away from the Nile in all directions, the city of Cairo resides only on the east bank of the river and two islands within it on a total area of 453 square kilometres (175 sq mi).[69][70]

Until the mid-19th century, when the river was tamed by dams, levees, and other controls, the Nile in the vicinity of Cairo was highly susceptible to changes in course and surface level. Over the years, the Nile gradually shifted westward, providing the site between the eastern edge of the river and the Mokattam[image: External link] highlands on which the city now stands. The land on which Cairo was established in 969 (present-day Islamic Cairo[image: External link]) was located underwater just over three hundred years earlier, when Fustat[image: External link] was first built.[71]

Low periods of the Nile during the 11th century continued to add to the landscape of Cairo; a new island, known as Geziret al-Fil, first appeared in 1174, but eventually became connected to the mainland. Today, the site of Geziret al-Fil is occupied by the Shubra[image: External link] district. The low periods created another island at the turn of the 14th century that now composes Zamalek[image: External link] and Gezira[image: External link]. Land reclamation[image: External link] efforts by the Mamluks[image: External link] and Ottomans[image: External link] further contributed to expansion on the east bank of the river.[72]

Because of the Nile's movement, the newer parts of the city—Garden City[image: External link], Downtown Cairo[image: External link], and Zamalek—are located closest to the riverbank.[73] The areas, which are home to most of Cairo's embassies[image: External link], are surrounded on the north, east, and south by the older parts of the city. Old Cairo[image: External link], located south of the centre, holds the remnants of Fustat[image: External link] and the heart of Egypt's Coptic Christian[image: External link] community, Coptic Cairo[image: External link]. The Boulaq[image: External link] district, which lies in the northern part of the city, was born out of a major 16th-century port and is now a major industrial centre. The Citadel[image: External link] is located east of the city centre around Islamic Cairo[image: External link], which dates back to the Fatimid[image: External link] era and the foundation of Cairo. While western Cairo is dominated by wide boulevards, open spaces, and modern architecture[image: External link] of European influence, the eastern half, having grown haphazardly over the centuries, is dominated by small lanes, crowded tenements, and Islamic architecture[image: External link].

Northern and extreme eastern parts of Cairo, which include satellite towns[image: External link], are among the most recent additions to the city, as they developed in the late-20th and early-21st centuries to accommodate the city's rapid growth. The western bank of the Nile is commonly included within the urban area of Cairo, but it composes the city of Giza[image: External link] and the Giza Governorate[image: External link]. Giza has also undergone significant expansion over recent years, and today the city, although still a suburb of Cairo, has a population of 2.7 million.[70] The Cairo Governorate was just north of the Helwan Governorate[image: External link] from 2008 when some Cairo's southern districts, including Maadi[image: External link] and New Cairo[image: External link], were split off and annexed into the new governorate,[74] to 2011 when the Helwan Governorate was reincorporated into the Cairo Governorate.
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 Climate




In Cairo, and along the Nile River Valley, the climate is a hot desert climate[image: External link] (BWh according to the Köppen climate classification[image: External link] system[75]). Wind storms can be frequent, bringing Saharan dust[image: External link] into the city, sometimes from March to May (see Khamasin[image: External link]) and the air often becomes uncomfortably dry. High temperatures in winter range from 14 to 22 °C (57 to 72 °F), while night-time lows drop to below 11 °C (52 °F), often to 5 °C (41 °F). In summer, the highs rarely surpass 40 °C (104 °F), and lows drop to about 20 °C (68 °F). Rainfall is sparse and only happens in the colder months, but sudden showers do cause harsh flooding. The winter months have high humidity due to its coastal location. Snowfall is extremely rare; a small amount of graupel[image: External link], widely believed to be snow[image: External link], fell on Cairo's easternmost suburbs on 13 December 2013, the first time Cairo's area received this kind of precipitation in many decades.[76] Dewpoints in the hottest months range from 13.9 °C (57 °F) in June to 18.3 °C (65 °F) in August.[77]
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 Metropolitan area




See also: Greater Cairo[image: External link] and Cairo Governorate[image: External link]


The Greater Cairo is the largest metropolitan area in Africa. It consists of Cairo Governorate[image: External link], parts of Giza Governorate[image: External link], and parts of Qalyubia Governorate[image: External link].
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 Satellite cities




See also: Greater Cairo[image: External link]


6th of October City[image: External link], west of Cairo, and New Cairo[image: External link], east of Cairo, are major urban developments which have been built to accommodate additional growth and development of the Cairo area.[80] New development includes several high-end residential developments.[81]
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 Planned new capital




Main article: Proposed new capital of Egypt[image: External link]


In March 2015, plans were announced for a yet-unnamed planned city[image: External link] to be built east of Cairo, in an undeveloped area of the Cairo Governorate, which would serve as the administrative and financial capital of Egypt.[67]
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 Infrastructure
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 Health




See also: List of hospitals in Egypt[image: External link]


Cairo, as well as neighbouring Giza, has been established as Egypt's main centre for medical treatment, and despite some exceptions, has the most advanced level of medical care[image: External link] in the country. Cairo's hospitals include the JCI[image: External link]-accredited As-Salaam International Hospital—Corniche El Nile, Maadi (Egypt's largest private hospital[image: External link] with 350 beds), Ain Shams University[image: External link] Hospital, Dar El Fouad Hospital, as well as Kasr El Aini Hospital[image: External link].
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 Education




Greater Cairo[image: External link] has long been the hub of education and educational services for Egypt and the region. Today, Greater Cairo is the centre for many government offices governing the Egyptian educational system[image: External link], has the largest number of educational schools, and higher learning institutes[image: External link] among other cities and governorates of Egypt.

Some of the International Schools found in Cairo:

Further information: List of schools in Egypt[image: External link]


Universities in Greater Cairo:
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Cairo[image: External link]


Cairo has an extensive road network, rail system[image: External link], subway system[image: External link] and maritime services. Road transport is facilitated by personal vehicles, taxi cabs, privately owned public buses and Cairo microbuses[image: External link]. Cairo, specifically Ramses Square, is the centre of almost the entire Egyptian transportation network[image: External link].[82]

The subway system[image: External link], officially called "Metro (مترو)", is a fast and efficient way of getting around Cairo. Metro network covers Helwan[image: External link] and other suburbs. It can get very crowded during rush hour[image: External link]. Two train cars (the fourth and fifth ones) are reserved for women only, although women may ride in any car they want.

Trams in Greater Cairo[image: External link] ( Heliopolis[image: External link] and Nasr City[image: External link]) exists now, while Cairo trolleybus was closed.

An extensive road network connects Cairo with other Egyptian cities and villages. There is a new Ring Road[image: External link] that surrounds the outskirts of the city, with exits that reach outer Cairo districts. There are flyovers and bridges, such as the Sixth of October bridge that, when the traffic is not heavy, allow fast[82] means of transportation[image: External link] from one side of the city to the other.

Cairo traffic is known to be overwhelming and overcrowded.[83] Traffic moves at a relatively fluid pace. Drivers tend to be aggressive, but are more courteous at junctions, taking turns going, with police aiding in traffic control[image: External link] of some congested areas.[82]
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 Other forms of transport





	Cairo International Airport[image: External link]

	Ramses Railway Station[image: External link]

	Cairo Tram[image: External link]

	
Cairo Transportation Authority[image: External link] CTA[image: External link]


	Cairo Taxi/Yellow Cab

	Cairo Metro[image: External link]

	Cairo Nile Ferry
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 Sports




Football[image: External link] is the most popular sport in Egypt, and Cairo has a number of sporting teams that compete in national and regional leagues. The best known teams are Al-Ahly[image: External link], El Zamalek[image: External link] and Al-Ismaily[image: External link]. Al-Ahly[image: External link] and El Zamalek[image: External link] annual football tournament is perhaps the most watched sports event in Egypt as well as the African-Arab region. Both teams are known as the "rivals" of Egyptian football, and are the first and the second champions in Africa and the Arab world[image: External link]. They play their home games at Cairo International Stadium[image: External link] or Naser Stadium, which is Egypt's 2nd largest stadium, Cairo's largest one and one of the largest stadiums in the world.

The Cairo International Stadium was built in 1960 and its multi-purpose sports complex that houses the main football stadium, an indoor stadium, several satellite fields that held several regional, continental and global games, including the African Games[image: External link], U17 Football World Championship and was one of the stadiums scheduled that hosted the 2006 Africa Cup of Nations[image: External link] which was played in January 2006. Egypt later won the competition and went on to win the next edition In Ghana (2008) making the Egyptian and Ghanaian national teams the only teams to win the African Nations Cup Back to back which resulted in Egypt winning the title for a record number of six times in the history of African Continental Competition. This was followed by a third consecutive win in Angola 2010, making Egypt the only country with a record 3-consecutive and 7-total Continental Football Competition winner. This achievement had also placed the Egyptian football team as the #9 best team in the world's FIFA rankings.

Cairo failed at the applicant stage when bidding for the 2008 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], which was hosted in Beijing, China. However, Cairo did host the 2007 Pan Arab Games[image: External link].

There are several other sports teams in the city that participate in several sports including el Gezira Sporting Club[image: External link], el Shams Club, el Seid Club, Heliopolis Club and several smaller clubs, but the biggest clubs in Egypt (not in area but in sports) are Al Ahly[image: External link] and Al Zamalek[image: External link]. They have the two biggest football teams in Egypt. There are new sports clubs in the area of New Cairo (one hour far from Cairo's down town), these are Al Zohour sporting club, Wadi Degla sporting club and Platinum Club.

Most of the sports federations of the country are also located in the city suburbs, including the Egyptian Football Association[image: External link]. The headquarters of the Confederation of African Football[image: External link] (CAF) was previously located in Cairo, before relocating to its new headquarters in 6 October City[image: External link], a small city away from Cairo's crowded districts.

In October 2008, the Egyptian Rugby Federation was officially formed and granted membership into the International Rugby Board[image: External link].

Egypt is internationally known for the excellence of its squash players who excel in both professional and junior divisions. Egypt currently has seven players in the top ten of the PSA men’s world rankings, and three in the women’s top ten. Mohamed El Shorbagy held the world number one position for more than a year before being overtaken by compatriot Karim Abdel Gawad, who is currently number two behind Gregory Gaultier of France. Ramy Ashour and Amr Shabana are regarded as two of the most talented squash players in history. Shabana won the World Open title four times and Ashour twice, although his recent form has been hampered by injury. Egypt’s Nour El Sherbini has won the Women’s World Championship twice and has been women’s world number one for 16 consecutive months. On 30 April 2016, she became the youngest woman to win the Women's World Championship which was held in Malaysia. On April 2017 she retained her title by winning the Women's World Championship which was held in the Egyptian resort of El Gouna.
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 Culture




In 2017 Cairo was voted the most dangerous megacity for women with more than 10 million inhabitants in a poll by Thomson Reuters Foundation[image: External link]. Harassment was described as occurring on a daily basis.[84]
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 Cultural tourism in Egypt




Main article: Cultural tourism in Egypt[image: External link]
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 Cairo Opera House




Main article: Cairo Opera House[image: External link]


President Mubarak inaugurated the new Cairo Opera House of the Egyptian National Cultural Centres on 10 October 1988, 17 years after the Royal Opera House had been destroyed by fire. The National Cultural Centre was built with the help of JICA, the Japan International Co-operation Agency and stands as a prominent feature for the Japanese-Egyptian co-operation and the friendship between the two nations.
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 Khedivial Opera House




Main article: Khedivial Opera House[image: External link]


The Khedivial Opera House[image: External link], or Royal Opera House, was the original opera house in Cairo. It was dedicated on 1 November 1869 and burned down on 28 October 1971. After the original opera house was destroyed, Cairo was without an opera house for nearly two decades until the opening of the new Cairo Opera House in 1988.
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 Cairo International Film Festival




Main article: Cairo International Film Festival[image: External link]


Cairo held its first international film festival[image: External link] 16 August 1976, when the first Cairo International Film Festival[image: External link] was launched by the Egyptian Association of Film Writers and Critics, headed by Kamal El-Mallakh. The Association ran the festival for seven years until 1983.

This achievement lead to the President of the Festival again contacting the FIAPF[image: External link] with the request that a competition should be included at the 1991 Festival. The request was granted.

In 1998, the Festival took place under the presidency of one of Egypt's leading actors, Hussein Fahmy[image: External link], who was appointed by the Minister of Culture[image: External link], Farouk Hosni[image: External link], after the death of Saad El-Din Wahba. Four years later, the journalist and writer Cherif El-Shoubashy became president.
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 Cairo Geniza




Main article: Cairo Geniza[image: External link]


The Cairo Geniza[image: External link] is an accumulation of almost 200,000 Jewish manuscripts that were found in the genizah of the Ben Ezra[image: External link] synagogue (built 882) of Fustat, Egypt (now Old Cairo), the Basatin cemetery east of Old Cairo, and a number of old documents that were bought in Cairo in the later 19th century. These documents were written from about 870 to 1880 AD and have been archived in various American and European libraries. The Taylor-Schechter collection in the University of Cambridge[image: External link] runs to 140,000 manuscripts, a further 40,000 manuscripts are at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America[image: External link].
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 Religion




Most residents are Sunni Muslim[image: External link], while the rest of the population is mostly Christian. Al-Azhar University, based in Cairo, is considered the leading authority of Sunni Islam worldwide. Most Christians are Coptic Orthodox[image: External link]. Until his death in March 2012, Pope Shenouda III of Alexandria[image: External link] was the leader of the Coptic Orthodox Church, followed by Pope Tawadros II who became Pope on 18 November 2012, whose residence is in Cairo. Cairo has several synagogues, but few Jews[image: External link] remain after Israel[image: External link] was established and the subsequent exodus[image: External link], largely due to state sponsored discrimination. Tension between members of different religions has increased recently[ when?[image: External link]].[85]
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 Economy




Cairo accounts for 11% of Egypt's population and 22% of its economy (PPP). The majority of the nation's commerce is generated there, or passes through the city. The great majority of publishing houses[image: External link] and media outlets and nearly all film studios[image: External link] are there, as are half of the nation's hospital beds and universities. This has fueled rapid construction in the city—one building in five is less than 15 years old.

This growth until recently surged well ahead of city services[image: External link]. Homes, roads, electricity, telephone and sewer services were all in short supply. Analysts trying to grasp the magnitude of the change coined terms like "hyper-urbanization".
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 Cairo's automobile assembler and manufacturer





	
Arab American Vehicles Company[image: External link][86]


	
Egyptian Light Transport Manufacturing Company[image: External link] (Egyptian NSU pedant)

	
Ghabbour Group[image: External link][87] (Fuso, Hyundai and Volvo)

	
MCV Corporate Group[image: External link][88] (a part of the Daimler AG[image: External link])

	
Mod Car[89]


	
Seoudi Group[image: External link][90] (Modern Motors: Nissan, BMW (formerly); El-Mashreq: Alfa Romeo and Fiat)

	
Speranza[image: External link][91][92] (former Daewoo Motors Egypt; Chery[image: External link], Daewoo[image: External link])

	General Motors Egypt
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 Historical sites and landmarks





	For a complete list, see Visitor attractions in Cairo[image: External link], list of mosques[image: External link]
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 Tahrir Square




Main article: Tahrir Square[image: External link]


Tahrir Square[image: External link] was founded during the mid 19th century with the establishment of modern downtown Cairo. It was first named Ismailia Square, after the 19th-century ruler Khedive Ismail[image: External link], who commissioned the new downtown district's 'Paris on the Nile' design. After the Egyptian Revolution of 1919[image: External link] the square became widely known as Tahrir (Liberation) Square, though it was not officially renamed as such until after the 1952 Revolution[image: External link] which eliminated the monarchy. Several notable buildings surround the square including, the American University in Cairo[image: External link]'s downtown campus, the Mogamma[image: External link] governmental administrative Building, the headquarters of the Arab League[image: External link], the Nile Ritz Carlton Hotel, and the Egyptian Museum[image: External link]. Being at the heart of Cairo, the square witnessed several major protests over the years. However, the most notable event in the square was being the focal point of the 2011 Egyptian Revolution[image: External link] against former president Hosni Mubarak[image: External link].
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 Egyptian Museum




Main article: Egyptian Museum[image: External link]


The Museum of Egyptian Antiquities[image: External link], known commonly as the Egyptian Museum, is home to the most extensive collection of ancient Egyptian antiquities in the world. It has 136,000 items on display, with many more hundreds of thousands in its basement storerooms. Among its most famous collections on display are the finds from the Tomb of Tutankhamun[image: External link].
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 Cairo Tower




Main article: Cairo Tower[image: External link]


The Cairo Tower is a free-standing tower with a revolving restaurant at the top. It provides a bird's eye view of Cairo to the restaurant patrons. It stands in the Zamalek district on Gezira Island in the Nile River, in the city centre. At 187 metres (614 feet), it is 44 metres (144 feet) higher than the Great Pyramid of Giza, which stands some 15 kilometres (9 miles) to the southwest.
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 Old Cairo




Main article: Old Cairo[image: External link]


This area of Cairo is so-named as it contains the remains of the ancient Roman fortress of Babylon[image: External link] and also overlaps the original site of Fustat[image: External link], the first Arab settlement in Egypt (7th century AD) and the predecessor of later Cairo. The area is also known as Coptic Cairo[image: External link] as it holds a high concentration of old Christian churches including the Hanging Church[image: External link], the Greek Orthodox Church of St. George[image: External link], and other Christian or Coptic buildings, most of which are located over the site of the ancient Roman fortress. It is also the location of the Coptic Museum[image: External link], which showcases the history of Coptic art[image: External link] from Greco-Roman[image: External link] to Islamic[image: External link] times, and of the Ben Ezra Synagogue[image: External link], the oldest and best-known synagogue[image: External link] in Cairo, where the important collection of Geniza documents[image: External link] were discovered in the 19th century.[93] To the north of this Coptic enclave is the Amr ibn al-'As Mosque[image: External link], the first mosque in Egypt and the most important religious center of former Fustat[image: External link], founded in 642 AD right after the Arab conquest[image: External link] but rebuilt many times since.[94]
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 Islamic Cairo




Main article: Islamic Cairo[image: External link]


Cairo holds one of the greatest concentrations of historical monuments of Islamic architecture[image: External link] in the world.[95] The areas around the old walled[image: External link] city and around the Citadel[image: External link] are characterized by hundreds of mosques[image: External link], tombs, madrasas[image: External link], mansions, caravanserais[image: External link], and fortifications dating from the Islamic era and are often referred to as "Islamic Cairo[image: External link]", especially in English travel literature.[96] It is also the location of several important religious shrines such as the al-Hussein Mosque[image: External link] (whose shrine is believed to hold the head of Husayn ibn Ali[image: External link]), the Mausoleum of Imam al-Shafi'i[image: External link] (founder of the Shafi'i[image: External link] madhhab[image: External link], one of the primary schools of thought in Sunni[image: External link] Islamic jurisprudence[image: External link]), the Tomb of Sayyida Ruqayya[image: External link], the Mosque of Sayyida Nafisa[image: External link], and others.[95]

While the first mosque in Egypt was the Mosque of Amr ibn al-As[image: External link] in Fustat[image: External link], the Mosque of Ibn Tulun[image: External link] is the oldest mosque to retain its original form and is a rare example of Abbasid[image: External link] architecture, from the classical period of Islamic civilization[image: External link]. It was built in 876–879 AD in a style inspired by the Abbasid capital of Samarra[image: External link] in Iraq[image: External link].[97] It is one of the largest mosques in Cairo and is often cited as one of the most beautiful.[98][99] Another Abbasid construction, the Nilometer[image: External link] on Rhoda Island[image: External link], is the oldest original structure in Cairo, built in 862 AD. It was designed to measure the level of the Nile[image: External link], which was important for agricultural and administrative purposes.[100]

The city named Cairo (Arabic: al-Qahira) was founded to the northeast of Fustat in 959 AD by the victorious Fatimid[image: External link] army. The Fatimids built a separate palatial city which contained their palaces and institutions of government. It was enclosed by a circuit of walls, which were rebuilt in stone in the late 11th century AD by the vizir[image: External link] Badr al-Gamali[image: External link],[101] parts of which survive today at Bab Zuwayla[image: External link] in the south and Bab al-Futuh[image: External link] and Bab al-Nasr[image: External link] in the north.

One of the most important and lasting institutions founded in the Fatimid period was the Mosque of al-Azhar[image: External link], founded in 970 AD, which competes with the Qarawiyyin[image: External link] in Fes[image: External link] for the title of oldest university in the world.[102] Today, al-Azhar University[image: External link] is the foremost center of Islamic learning in the world and one of Egypt's largest universities with campuses across the country.[102] The mosque itself retains significant Fatimid elements but has been added to and expanded in subsequent centuries, notably by the Mamluk[image: External link] sultans Qaitbay[image: External link] and al-Ghuri[image: External link] and by Abd al-Rahman Katkhuda in the 18th century.

Other extant monuments from the Fatimid era include the large Mosque of al-Hakim[image: External link], the al-Aqmar mosque[image: External link], Juyushi Mosque[image: External link], Lulua Mosque[image: External link], and the Mosque of Salih Tala'i[image: External link].

The most prominent architectural heritage of medieval Cairo, however, dates from the Mamluk period[image: External link], from 1250 to 1517 AD. The Mamluk sultans and elites were eager patrons of religious and scholarly life, commonly building religious or funerary complexes whose functions could include a mosque, madrasa[image: External link], khanqah[image: External link] (for Sufis[image: External link]), a sabil[image: External link] (water dispensary), and mausoleum for themselves and their families.[103] Among the best-known examples of Mamluk monuments in Cairo are the huge Mosque-Madrasa of Sultan Hasan[image: External link], the Mosque of Amir al-Maridani[image: External link], the Mosque of Sultan al-Mu'ayyad[image: External link] (whose twin minarets were built above the gate of Bab Zuwayla[image: External link]), the Sultan Al-Ghuri complex[image: External link], the funerary complex of Sultan Qaytbay[image: External link] in the Northern Cemetery[image: External link], and the trio of monuments in the Bayn al-Qasrayn[image: External link] area comprising the complex of Sultan al-Mansur Qalawun[image: External link], the Madrasa of al-Nasir Muhammad[image: External link], and the Madrasa of Sultan Barquq[image: External link]. It is said that a lot of the columns found in mosques were taken from the Coptic churches because of their beautiful artistic carvings and placed in mosques.

The Mamluks, and the later Ottomans, also built wikalas or caravanserais[image: External link] to house merchants and goods due to the important role of trade and commerce in Cairo's economy.[104] The most famous example still intact today is the Wikala al-Ghuri, which nowadays also hosts regular performances by the Al- Tannoura[image: External link] Egyptian Heritage Dance Troupe.[105] The famous Khan al-Khalili (see below) is a commercial hub which also integrated caravanserais (also known as khans).
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 Citadel of Cairo




Main article: Cairo Citadel[image: External link]


The Citadel is a fortified enclosure begun by Salah al-Din[image: External link] in 1176 AD on an outcrop of the Muqattam Hills[image: External link] as part of a large defensive system to protect both Cairo to the north and Fustat[image: External link] to the southwest.[104] It was the center of Egyptian government and residence of its rulers until 1874, when Khedive Isma'il[image: External link] moved to 'Abdin Palace[image: External link].[106] It is still occupied by the military today, but is now open as a tourist attraction comprising, notably, the National Military Museum[image: External link], the 14th century Mosque of al-Nasir Muhammad[image: External link], and the 19th century Mosque of Muhammad Ali[image: External link] which commands a dominant position on Cairo's skyline.
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 Khan El-Khalili




Main article: Khan El-Khalili[image: External link]


Khan el-Khalili[image: External link] is an ancient bazaar[image: External link], or marketplace adjacent to the Al-Hussein Mosque[image: External link]. It dates back to 1385, when Amir Jarkas el-Khalili built a large caravanserai[image: External link], or khan. (A caravanserai is a hotel for traders, and usually the focal point for any surrounding area.) This original carvanserai building was demolished by Sultan al-Ghuri[image: External link], who rebuilt it as a new commercial complex in the early 16th century, forming the basis for the network of souqs[image: External link] existing today.[107] Many medieval elements remain today, including the ornate Mamluk[image: External link]-style gateways.[108] Today, the Khan el-Khalili is a major tourist attraction and popular stop for tour groups.[109]
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 Pollution




Cairo is an expanding city, which has led to many environmental problems. The air pollution[image: External link] in Cairo is a matter of serious concern. Greater Cairo's volatile aromatic hydrocarbon[image: External link] levels are higher than many other similar cities.[110] Air quality measurements in Cairo have also been recording dangerous levels of lead[image: External link], carbon dioxide[image: External link], sulphur dioxide[image: External link], and suspended particulate matter[image: External link] concentrations due to decades of unregulated vehicle emissions[image: External link], urban industrial operations, and chaff and trash burning. There are over 4,500,000 cars on the streets of Cairo, 60% of which are over 10 years old, and therefore lack modern emission cutting features like catalytic converters[image: External link]. Cairo has a very poor dispersion factor because of lack of rain and its layout of tall buildings and narrow streets, which create a bowl effect. In recent years, a mysterious black cloud[image: External link] (as Egyptians refer to it) appeared over Cairo every autumn[image: External link] and causes serious respiratory diseases and eye irritations for the city's citizens. Tourists who are not familiar with such high levels of pollution must take extra care.[111]

Cairo also has many unregistered lead and copper[image: External link] smelters[image: External link] which heavily pollute the city. The results of this has been a permanent haze over the city with particulate matter in the air reaching over three times normal levels. It is estimated that 10,000 to 25,000 people a year in Cairo die due to air pollution-related diseases. Lead has been shown to cause harm to the central nervous system[image: External link] and neurotoxicity particularly in children.[112] In 1995, the first environmental acts were introduced and the situation has seen some improvement with 36 air monitoring stations and emissions tests[image: External link] on cars. Twenty thousand buses have also been commissioned to the city to improve congestion levels, which are very high.

The city also suffers from a high level of land pollution[image: External link]. Cairo produces 10,000 tons of waste material each day, 4,000 tons of which is not collected[image: External link] or managed[image: External link]. This once again is a huge health hazard[image: External link] and the Egyptian Government is looking for ways to combat this. The Cairo Cleaning and Beautification Agency was founded to collect and recycle the waste; however, they also work with the Zabbaleen[image: External link] (or Zabaleen), a community that has been collecting and recycling Cairo's waste since the turn of the 20th century and live in an area known locally as Manshiyat naser[image: External link].[113] Both are working together to pick up as much waste as possible within the city limits, though it remains a pressing problem.

The city also suffers from water pollution[image: External link] as the sewer system[image: External link] tends to fail and overflow. On occasion, sewage[image: External link] has escaped onto the streets to create a health hazard. This problem is hoped to be solved by a new sewer system funded by the European Union[image: External link], which could cope with the demand of the city. The dangerously high levels of mercury[image: External link] in the city's water system has global health[image: External link] officials concerned over related health risks.
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 International relations
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 Notable people





	
Naguib Mahfouz[image: External link] (1911–2006), novelist, Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link] in 1988

	
Abu Sa'id al-Afif[image: External link], 15th century Samaritan

	
Yasser Arafat[image: External link] (1929–2004), founder and first president of the Palestine Liberation Organization[image: External link]


	
Boutros Boutros-Ghali[image: External link] (1922–2016), former Secretary-General of the United Nations[image: External link]


	
Dalida[image: External link] (1933–1987), Italian-Egyptian singer who lived most of her life in France, received 55 golden records and was the first singer to receive a diamond disc[image: External link]


	
Mohamed ElBaradei[image: External link] (born 1942), former Director General[image: External link] of the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link], 2005 Nobel Peace Prize laureate[image: External link]


	
Dorothy Hodgkin[image: External link] (1910–1994), British chemist, credited with the development of protein crystallography[image: External link], Nobel Prize in Chemistry[image: External link] in 1964

	
Yakub Kadri Karaosmanoğlu[image: External link] (1889–1974), Turkish novelist

	
Roland Moreno[image: External link] (1945–2012), French inventor, engineer, humorist and author who invented the smart card[image: External link]


	
Gaafar Nimeiry[image: External link] (1930–2009), President of the Sudan

	
Ahmed Sabri[image: External link] (1889–1955) painter

	
Naguib Sawiris[image: External link] (born 1954), 62nd richest person on earth in 2007 list of billionaires[image: External link], reaching US$10.0 billion with his company Orascom Telecom Holding[image: External link]


	
Sir Magdi Yacoub[image: External link] (born 1935), British-Egyptian cardiothoracic surgeon
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 See also





	Charles Ayrout[image: External link]

	Cultural tourism in Egypt[image: External link]

	Large Cities Climate Leadership Group[image: External link]

	List of buildings in Cairo[image: External link]

	List of cities in Egypt[image: External link]

	The Townhouse Gallery[image: External link]

	Outline of Egypt[image: External link]

	Arabic Lute House[image: External link]
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Storm (Marvel Comics)






Storm is a fictional superhero[image: External link] appearing in American comic books[image: External link] published by Marvel Comics. The character was created by writer Len Wein[image: External link] and artist Dave Cockrum[image: External link], first appearing in Giant-Size X-Men[image: External link] #1 (May 1975). Cockrum's original concept for a character with the power of weather control was of a male. This changed after he realized that multiple females with cat-related abilities, his first idea for a black female hero, had been created and were in development. Descended from a long line of African witch-priestesses, Storm is a member of a fictional subspecies of humans born with superhuman abilities[image: External link] known as mutants[image: External link]. She is able to control the weather and atmosphere and is considered to be one of the most powerful mutants on the planet.

Born Ororo Munroe to a tribal princess of Kenya[image: External link] and an American photojournalist father, Storm is raised in Harlem[image: External link] and Cairo. She was made an orphan after her parents were killed in the midst of an Arab–Israeli conflict[image: External link]. An incident at this time also traumatized Munroe, leaving her with claustrophobia[image: External link] that she would struggle with for life. Storm is a member of the X-Men, a group of mutant heroes fighting for peace and equal rights between mutants and humans. Under the tutelage of a master thief an adolescent Munroe became a skilled pickpocket[image: External link], the means of which she meets through coincidence the powerful mutant Professor X. Professor X later convinces Munroe to join the X-Men and use her abilities for a greater cause and purpose. Possessing natural leadership skills and formidable powers of her own, Storm has led the X-Men at times and has been a member of teams such as the Avengers[image: External link] and the Fantastic Four[image: External link] as well.

Created during the Bronze Age of Comic Books[image: External link], Storm is the first major female character of African descent in comics. She is regarded by some as being Marvel Comics' most important female superhero, having drawn favorable comparison to DC Comics[image: External link]' most famous female lead Wonder Woman[image: External link]. When Marvel and DC Comics published a DC vs. Marvel[image: External link] miniseries in 1996, Storm was pitted against Wonder Woman in a one-on-one battle and emerged victorious due to winning a popular vote amongst readers. Storm is also part of one of the higher profile romantic relationships in all of comics. Having married childhood sweetheart and fellow superhero Black Panther[image: External link], ruler of the fictional African nation of Wakanda[image: External link], Munroe was made queen consort[image: External link] through marriage. The title was lost however when the two later divorced.

Storm is one of the more prominent characters in the X-Men series, having appeared in various forms of media relating to the franchise, including animation, television, video games, and a series of films. The character was first portrayed in live action by Halle Berry[image: External link] in X-Men (2000) and most recently by Alexandra Shipp in the 2016 film X-Men: Apocalypse. In 2011, she was ranked 42nd overall on IGN[image: External link]'s "Top 100 Comic Books Heroes" list.
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 Publication history
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 1975 - 1979: Origin and early stories




Storm first appeared in 1975 in the comic book Giant-Size X-Men[image: External link] #1, written by Len Wein and pencilled by Dave Cockrum. In this comic, Wein uses a battle against the living island Krakoa[image: External link] to replace the first-generation X-Men of the 1960s with new X-Men.[1] Storm was an amalgam of two characters Cockrum created: The Black Cat and Typhoon.[2] The Black Cat had Storm's costume, minus the cape, and was submitted for the new X-Men's original lineup. However, during a hiatus in the new X-Men project, other female cat characters like Tigra[image: External link] were introduced, making the Black Cat redundant.[3]

Since the creative team did not want the X-Men to have an all-male lineup, editor Roy Thomas[image: External link] suggested that Cockrum make his character Typhoon, originally designed as a male, into the woman of the group.[2] Cockrum liked the idea, and outfitted Typhoon with The Black Cat's costume, a cape, and a new haircut with white hair. His collaborators feared that Storm’s white hair would make her look like a grandmother, but Cockrum, confident that he could consistently draw the character so that she would appear young, insisted on this aspect of her appearance.[2][3]

Chris Claremont[image: External link] followed up Wein as the writer of the flagship title Uncanny X-Men in 1975, writing many notable X-Men stories, among them God Loves, Man Kills[image: External link] and "Dark Phoenix Saga[image: External link]", which served as the basis for the films X2: X-Men United and X-Men: The Last Stand, respectively. In both arcs, Storm is written as a major supporting character. Claremont stayed the main writer of X-Men for the next 16 years and consequently wrote most of the publications containing Storm.
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 Backstory




In Uncanny X-Men #102 (December 1976), Claremont established Storm's backstory. Storm's mother, N'Dare, was the princess of a tribe in Kenya[image: External link] and descended from a long line of African witch-priestesses with white hair, blue eyes, and a natural gift for sorcery[image: External link]. N'Dare falls in love with and marries American[image: External link] photojournalist[image: External link] David Munroe. They move to Harlem[image: External link] in uptown New York City, where Ororo is born.[4] They later moved to Egypt[image: External link] and lived there until they die during the Suez Crisis[image: External link] in a botched aircraft attack, leaving six-year-old Ororo as an orphan. Her violent claustrophobia[image: External link] is established as a result of being buried under tons of rubble after that attack. She becomes a skilled thief in Cairo under the benign Achmed el-Gibar and wanders into the Serengeti[image: External link] as a young woman. She is worshipped as a goddess when her powers appear before being recruited by Professor X for the X-Men.[4]

Claremont further fleshed out Storm’s backstory in Uncanny X-Men #117 (January 1979). He retroactively added that Professor X, who recruits her in Giant Size X-Men #1 of 1975, had already met her as a child in Cairo. As Ororo grows up on the streets and becomes a proficient thief under the tutelage of master thief Achmed el-Gibar, one of her most notable victims was Charles Francis Xavier, later Professor X. He is able to use his mental powers to temporarily prevent her escape and recognizes the potential in her. However, when Xavier is attacked mentally by Amahl Farouk, the Shadow King[image: External link], the two men are preoccupied enough with their battle to allow the girl to escape. Both Xavier and the Shadow King recognize Storm as the young girl later.[5]
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 1980s: Punk look and loss of powers




In the following issues, Claremont portrayed Storm as a serene, independent character. Although Storm was initially written having trouble adjusting to Western culture[image: External link], e.g. calling the obligation to wear clothing in public "absurd",[6] in Uncanny X-Men #139 (November 1980), Claremont established her as the leader of the X-Men after Cyclops takes a leave of absence,[7] a position she holds in various incarnations. Claremont also established a maternal relationship between Storm and the 13-year-old X-Man Kitty Pryde[image: External link]. A short story by Claremont set during Storm's childhood in Kenya that ran in Marvel Team-Up[image: External link] #100 (December 1980), establishes that when she was 12 years old, Storm saved a young Black Panther[image: External link] from racist thugs.[8] This story would later become the basis for later writers to establish a deeper relationship between both characters.[9]

In the early 1980s, adventures of Storm written by Claremont included a space opera[image: External link] arc, in which the X-Men fight parasitic beings called the Brood[image: External link]. Storm is infected with a Brood egg and contemplates suicide, but then experiences a last-minute save by the benign whale-like Acanti[image: External link] aliens.[10] Claremont further established Storm's strength as a character in the following storyline, in which Storm's fellow X-Man Angel is abducted by a rogue mutant[image: External link] group called the Morlocks[image: External link]. The X-Men are outnumbered, and Storm is rendered sick by the Morlock called Plague[image: External link]. To save Kitty's life, Storm challenges the Morlocks' leader Callisto[image: External link], in a duel to the death for leadership of the Morlocks. Despite being violently sick, she defeats Callisto by stabbing her with a knife. Callisto is saved through the efforts of a Morlock healer, and Storm offers the Morlocks refuge at the Xavier Mansion, though they decline.[11]

In The Uncanny X-Men #173, October 1983, Claremont and artist Paul Smith[image: External link] created a new look for Storm, abandoning her old costume for black leather top and pants, and changing her former veil of white hair into a punk mohawk.[13] The change in appearance was inspired by the decision of colleague Walt Simonson[image: External link] to shave off his beard and mustache while on vacation with his wife, X-Men editor Louise Simonson[image: External link]. Upon their return, Simonson's daughter, Julie, upset at her father's new appearance, ran from the room.[14] When the editors decided to change Storm's appearance, Smith submitted a number of designs to them, explaining in a 2008 interview:

Julie Simonson's reaction to her father's new appearance would be mirrored in X-Man Kitty Pryde[image: External link]'s heartbroken rejection of Storm's new look.[14] In the story, Storm's outlook on life darkens after her struggles with the Brood. These changes alienate her from Kitty for a time. Storm is influenced in this by Yukio[image: External link], a friend of Wolverine, and the two become fast friends.[16] Claremont wrote an arc in which fellow mutant Forge[image: External link] develops a mutant power neutralizing gun. The intended target is another X-Man, Rogue[image: External link], but Storm is hit instead, taking away her powers. Forge takes her back to his home in Dallas, Texas[image: External link] to recover. They fall in love, but when she learns that Forge built the weapon that took her powers, she is heartbroken and leaves him.[17]

By 1986, the question arose of whether the X-Men would be led by Storm or by Cyclops, who was now married to Madelyne Pryor[image: External link] and an expectant husband. The two settled the matter in a duel in the Danger Room[image: External link] that saw Storm victorious.[18] It was later revealed during the " Inferno[image: External link]" storyline that Madelyne's nascent psychic abilities had emerged during that duel, unbeknownst to her or anyone, and that she had subconsciously used those abilities to influence the duel.[19]

During the 1988 "Fall of the Mutants[image: External link]" storyline, Storm is trapped in another dimension with Forge, who restores her elemental powers. Following her rejoining the X-Men, they defeat a demonic enemy called the Adversary, in a battle in which the public believes the X-Men have died. They survive, with the help of the celestial being known as Roma[image: External link]. Using a spell Roma has cast upon them to be invisible to electronic equipment,[20] the X-Men set up new headquarters in a small frontier village in the Australian Outback[image: External link], after expelling a group of mutant-hunting cyborgs called Reavers[image: External link] who had been living there. Storm is captured by the cyborg Nanny[image: External link].[21] Although believed slain in that encounter, she resurfaced, having become amnesiac as a result of being physically regressed to childhood by Nanny. She is hunted by the evil telepath Shadow King[image: External link] and framed for murder,[22] and finally returns to thieving. While she slowly starts to regain her memories, she meets with Gambit and they return to the X-Men together.[23][24]

In the following arc, "The X-Tinction Agenda[image: External link]", she is kidnapped by the mutant-exploiting nation of Genosha[image: External link] and is temporarily transformed into a brainwashed slave, but in the end is restored physically and mentally to her adult prime.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1990s




In October 1991, the X-Men franchise was re-launched, centering on the new eponymous X-Men[image: External link] (vol. 2) comic. Claremont wrote Storm as the leader of the X-Men's Gold Team. The other team, Blue, was led by her colleague Cyclops, the X-Man she once succeeded as leader. In the sister title Uncanny X-Men, now under Scott Lobdell[image: External link], Lobdell continued on the romance between Storm and Forge, which culminated in Forge's proposal to wed in 1992. Storm's slight hesitation, however, is misinterpreted by Forge, who then rescinds his offer before it can be accepted.[26] Lobdell waited until November 1993 before he wrote a reconciliation between the deeply pained Storm and Forge.[27] In 1995, Lobdell continued an arc again pitting the X-Men against the Morlocks. As Claremont did with Callisto in 1983, Lobdell has Storm ending the battle by wounding her opponent in the heart. Here, Storm rips out one heart of the two-hearted Morlock girl Marrow[image: External link], which has a bomb affixed to it.[28] In February 1996, Storm got her first miniseries, the eponymous Storm. In the first arc of the series, Warren Ellis[image: External link] writes a story in which Storm is sucked into an alternate dimension[image: External link] and pitted against villain Mikhail Rasputin[image: External link].[29]
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 2000s




In X-Treme X-Men[image: External link], conceived by a newly reinstated Chris Claremont in July 2001, Storm was written as the leader of this team, and the central character of the book, until its end in issue #46 (June 2004). During this time, Storm enjoys a brief flirtation with younger fellow X-Man Slipstream[image: External link] and is kidnapped by the intergalactic warlord Khan[image: External link]. In the series, Storm also becomes leader of the X-Treme Sanctions Executive[image: External link], a special police task force of mutants policing mutants given worldwide authority.[30]

During the 2005 " Decimation[image: External link]" storyline, in which 90% of the mutants lose their powers, Storm is among the 198[image: External link] mutants who retain their powers.[31] Also that year, the miniseries Ororo: Before the Storm by writer Mark Sumerak retold her backstory in greater detail, concentrating on her relationship with surrogate father figure Achmed el-Gibar during her childhood.[32]

The following year, Marvel Comics announced that Ororo would marry fellow African super hero Black Panther[image: External link]. Collaborating writer Eric Jerome Dickey[image: External link] explained that it was a move to explicitly target the female and African American[image: External link] audience.[33] Storm's history with Black Panther, including the initial meeting of the characters, was retconned[image: External link] by Marvel during the lead up to their marriage. Initially, in Marvel Team-Up #100 (1980), Storm is seen at age twelve rescuing Black Panther from a white racist called Andreas de Ruyter,[8] but in Dickey's miniseries, T'Challa saves Ororo (who is still twelve) from de Ruyter and his brother. A Black Panther #24 (2006) flashback is ambiguous when it comes to the physical aspect of their first meeting, while the miniseries depicts Ororo giving her virginity[image: External link] to T'Challa a few days after they meet.[34] Collaborating writer Axel Alonso[image: External link], editor of Black Panther, has stated: "Eric's story, for all intents and purposes (...) is Ororo's origin story."[9] The relationship led to the marriage of the two most prominent black African Marvel Comics heroes in Black Panther #18 by writer Reginald Hudlin[image: External link], July 2006, as a tie-in to the "Civil War[image: External link]" storyline.[35] Marvel Comics editor-in-chief Joe Quesada[image: External link] was highly supportive of this marriage, stating it was the Marvel Comics equivalent of the marriage of "Lady Diana[image: External link] and Prince Charles[image: External link]", and he expected both characters to emerge strengthened.[36] Shawn Dudley, the Emmy[image: External link]-Award Winning Costume Designer for TV's Guiding Light[image: External link] designed Storm's wedding dress, which was revealed in the April 17 issue of TV Guide[image: External link], though the design was greatly altered for the comic event.[37] In 2007, when Mister Fantastic[image: External link] and the Invisible Woman[image: External link] taking time off from the Fantastic Four to work on their marriage in the aftermath of the "Civil War" storyline, Storm and Black Panther become temporary members of the Fantastic Four[image: External link].[38] Storm later returned to the Uncanny X-Men[image: External link].[39]

Storm joins the reformed Astonishing X-Men[image: External link] (#25) because, she explains, Wakanda is a supporter of Mutantes Sans Frontieres and she believes she should be on the front line, however she is also somewhat bored of her life as queen. The reemergence of the Shadow King later forces Storm to choose between her role as queen and her role as an X-Man. Confronting the Panther God Bast, Storm asserts that she is not limited to being one or the other or anything else and that she is unafraid to do whatever is necessary to fulfill those responsibilities. Regaining Bast's favor, the two defeat the Shadow King and Storm decides that she will remain Queen of Wakanda and remain with the X-Men, refusing to choose between them.[40] Seeking to re-learn his limitations, T'Challa later leaves Africa and takes a new role as the guardian of Hell's Kitchen following the events of Shadowland[image: External link]; Though the two remain a couple, Storm sadly but respectfully accepts T'Challa's request for temporary isolation so that he can find himself.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]]
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 2010s




After the 2011 revamp of the X-Men related comic books[image: External link] Storm appears as the leader of a defensive, reconnaissance based team of X-Men in the ongoing X-Men[image: External link] title. In November that year, Storm joined the Avengers in Avengers Vol. 4 #19.[41] She leaves the team to fight alongside the X-Men during the "Avengers vs. X-Men[image: External link]" storyline, which has her facing off against T'Challa when he sides with the Avengers.[42] When a Phoenix-empowered Namor destroys Wakanda,[43] Storm realizes the Phoenix Five are out of control and returns to help the Avengers. However, she is stunned when T'Challa tells her he has annulled their marriage.[44]

In April 2013, Marvel debuted a new all-female series simply named X-Men. Written by Brian Wood with art by Olivier Coipel, X-Men features a roster of Storm, Jubilee, Rogue, Kitty Pryde, Rachel Grey and Psylocke.[45]

In late 2013, Marvel debuted Amazing X-Men[image: External link] by writer Jason Aaron, which featured Storm as member of the team.

July 2014 saw the debut of a Storm solo series written by Greg Pak with art by Victor Inanez.[46]

In the aftermath of Secret Wars crossover event, Storm becomes the leader of the Extraordinary X-Men[image: External link].[47]
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See also: African characters in comics[image: External link]


Storm was one of the first black comic book characters, and the first black female, except for Misty Knight[image: External link], who debuted in a comic dated March 1975, to play either a major or supporting role in the big two comic book houses, Marvel Comics and DC Comics[image: External link].[48] Within these two companies, her 1975 debut was only preceded by a few male black characters and Misty Knight[image: External link]. In Marvel Comics, preceding characters were Gabe Jones[image: External link] (debuted in 1963), Black Panther[image: External link] (1966), Bill Foster[image: External link] (1966), Spider-Man[image: External link] supporting characters Joe Robertson[image: External link] (1967), his son Randy[image: External link] (1968), Hobie Brown (the Prowler)[image: External link] & The Falcon[image: External link] (1969), Luke Cage[image: External link] (1972), Blade[image: External link] (1973), Abe Brown[image: External link] (1974), and Misty Knight[image: External link] (March 1975). In DC Comics, she was preceded by Teen Titans[image: External link] member Mal Duncan[image: External link] who debuted in 1970, Green Lantern[image: External link] wielder John Stewart[image: External link] (1971), and Mister Miracle[image: External link] protégé Shilo Norman[image: External link] (1973); she preceded DC's other black heroes, Legion of Super-Heroes[image: External link] member Tyroc[image: External link] (who debuted in 1976), Black Lightning[image: External link] (1977), Bumblebee[image: External link] (1977), Cyborg[image: External link] (1980), Vixen[image: External link] (1981) and Amazing Man[image: External link] (1983). While not the first black character to be introduced, since her creation Storm has remained the most successful and recognizable black superhero.[49]

Gladys L. Knight, author of Female Action Heroes: A Guide to Women in Comics, Video games, Film, and Television (2010) wrote that "two defining aspects of her persona are her racial identity and her social status as a mutant."[48] The X-Men have symbolically represented marginalized minorities and the debut of the X-Men series coincided with the Civil Rights Movement[image: External link], in which their plight as mutants mirrored that of African Americans.[48] Storm's creation in particular "was during the heyday of blaxploitation[image: External link] films."[48]
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Ever since her inception in 1975, Storm's biography has largely stayed the same. The framework was laid first by Chris Claremont, who fleshed out her backstory in Uncanny X-Men #102 (1976)[4] and Uncanny X-Men #117 (1979).[5] Some reinterpretations were made in 2005 and 2006, where writers Mark Sumerak and Eric Jerome Dickey, respectively, rewrote part of her early history in the miniseries Ororo: Before the Storm[32] and Storm (vol. 2).[50]

According to established Marvel canon, Ororo Munroe is born in New York City as the child of Kenyan tribal princess N’Dare and American photographer David Munroe. When Ororo is six months old, she and her parents move to the Egyptian capital of Cairo. Five years later, during the Suez Crisis[image: External link], a fighter jet crashes into her parents’ house, killing them. Buried under tons of rubble, Ororo survives but is orphaned[image: External link] and left with intense claustrophobia[image: External link]. Her fear was once so intense that she was known to revert to a fetal position and approach a catatonic state[image: External link].[4] In late 2000s storylines, however, writers like Ed Brubaker[image: External link] and Christopher Yost[image: External link] have indicated that Storm had largely conquered her claustrophobia,[51] and can freely move in tight spaces, even over long periods of time.[52] After the death of her parents, Ororo wanders Cairo's back-alleys for a few weeks, until she is picked up by the benign street lord Achmed el-Gibar and becomes a prolific thief;[32] among her victims is her future mentor Professor X who is there to meet the Shadow King[image: External link].[5] Following an inner urge, she wanders into the Serengeti[image: External link] as a teenager and meets T’Challa[image: External link], who would become her future husband. Despite strong mutual feelings, the two part ways.[50][8]

In the Serengeti, Ororo first displays her mutant ability to control the weather. Sometime after this, she met the witch-priestess, Ainet, who took her in and became her surrogate mother. Once, when their village was going through a terrible drought, Storm commanded rain for days just to help them. By doing this, she threw off the natural order of nature, and droughts were formed over numerous villages, and hundreds of animals were killed. Sensing the damage she had done, Ainet told Storm of her kind but ill-thought-out gesture, and of the damage she caused. Ainet took this opportunity to explain to Ororo how her powers worked with nature, and how she could fix the problem by properly distributing rain.[53]

For a time, she is worshiped as a rain goddess to an African tribe, practicing nudism[image: External link] and tribal spirituality[image: External link], before being recruited by Professor X into the X-Men. Ororo receives the code name “Storm” and is established as a strong, serene character.[1] In her early career with the X-Men, she suffers a major claustrophobic attack, which prompts a revelation of her origin to her teammates.[54] When Magneto captures the team, Storm frees the X-Men from captivity.[55] Storm is later captured by the White Queen[image: External link],[56] leading up to the X-Men's clash with Dark Phoenix[image: External link].[57] She becomes deputy leader of the X-Men,[58] and supplants her colleague Cyclops as leader of the X-Men,[7] a role she fills out during most of her time as a superhero. She briefly became "Rogue Storm",[59] and even switched bodies with the White Queen.[60] She is attacked by Dracula[image: External link],[61] and defeats Callisto[image: External link], becoming the new leader of the Morlocks[image: External link].[62] Following her leadership of the Morlocks through combat with Callisto, Storm begins to develop a darker side. Eventually, the X-Men are invited to Japan for Wolverine's wedding to Mariko Yashida[image: External link]. It is here that she meets Wolverine's old friend Yukio[image: External link], and the two become fast friends. Storm is inspired by Yukio, who encourages Storm to embrace her emerging darker side. This leads Storm to drastically change her outward appearance to match her inner self and thus don her iconic punk drab.[63]

In a storyline that began in 1984, Storm is deprived of her superhuman powers by an energy weapon fired by Henry Peter Gyrich[image: External link]; unknown to her, this device was designed by the mutant inventor Forge[image: External link].[64] The depowered Ororo subsequently meets and falls in love with Forge, but leaves him when she discovers that he is the inventor of the weapon behind her power loss.[65] She helps Forge battle Dire Wraiths[image: External link],[66] before leaving him to rejoin the X-Men. She aids the New Mutants[image: External link] against the Shadow King[image: External link] Amahl Farouk.[67] She next journeys to Asgard[image: External link] with the X-Men, where she is briefly enslaved by Loki[image: External link].[68] She is nearly killed in a confrontation with Andreas von Strucker[image: External link].[69] She defeats Cyclops in a competition to become the X-Men's leader.[70] During the "Fall of the Mutants" storyline, she is reunited with Forge,[71] regains her superhuman powers,[72] and dies with the X-Men in giving her life force to defeat the Adversary[image: External link]; she is resurrected by Roma[image: External link].[73] She is reverted to childhood by the mutant Nanny[image: External link],[74] meets Gambit,[75] and is finally returned to adulthood - however, she is enslaved by the Genoshans[image: External link], but regains her free will and escapes captivity.[76] Concerning her personal life, she is for a long time romantically involved with fellow X-Man Forge, and even considers marrying him before their relationship dissolves.[26]

After 90% of the mutants of the world lose their powers[image: External link], Storm leaves the X-Men to go to Africa; rekindles her relationship with T’Challa, now a superhero known as Black Panther; marries him; and becomes the queen of the kingdom of Wakanda[image: External link][35] and joins the new Fantastic Four alongside her husband when Reed and Sue take a vacation.[77] On a mission in space, the Watcher[image: External link] told Black Panther and Storm that their children would have a special destiny.[78] Upon Reed and Sue's return to the Fantastic Four, Storm and the Black Panther leave, with Storm returning to the Uncanny X-Men to help out with events in Messiah Complex[image: External link]. After joining with the X-Men again, Storm is confronted by Cyclops over her position as an X-Man and a Queen. Cyclops reminds her that she made him choose between family and duty before, and she needs to make the same decision. Storm reacts by returning to Wakanda to face a despondent Black Panther, with the two seemingly falling out with each other, although it is later revealed that the Black Panther has been possessed by the Shadow King. After incapacitating the possessed T'Challa, Storm battled Cyclops, who had been mentally enthralled by the Shadow King to kill the other X-Men. After being forced to drive him out by striking Cyclops through the chest with a massive lightning bolt, the Shadow King then took control of Storm, only to be devoured in vengeance by Bast, the Panther God, who had agreed to hide inside of Storm's mind in order to take revenge on the Shadow King for possessing T'Challa.[79]
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Storm is one of the most powerful mutants[image: External link] on Earth and has demonstrated a plethora of abilities, most of which are facets of her power to manipulate the weather[image: External link].[80] Storm possesses the psionic ability to control all forms of weather[image: External link] over vast areas. She has been able to control both Earthly and extraterrestrial ecosystems. She can modify the temperature of the environment, control all forms of precipitation, humidity and moisture (at a molecular level), generate lightning and other electromagnetic atmospheric phenomena, and has demonstrated excellent control over atmospheric pressure[image: External link]. She can incite all forms of meteorological tempests, such as tornadoes[image: External link], thunderstorms[image: External link], blizzards[image: External link], and hurricanes[image: External link],[81] as well as mist[image: External link]. She can dissipate such weather to form clear skies as well.

Her precise control over the atmosphere allows her to create special weather effects. She can create precipitation at higher or lower altitudes than normal, make whirlwinds travel pointing lengthwise in any direction, channel ambient electromagnetism[image: External link] through her body to generate electric blasts, flash freeze[image: External link] objects and people, coalesce atmospheric pollutants into acid rain[image: External link] or toxic[image: External link] fog[image: External link], and, along with her natural ability of flight, summon wind currents strong enough to support her weight to elevate herself (or others) to fly at high altitudes and speeds. Her control is so great that she can even manipulate the air in a person's lungs. She can also control the pressure inside the human inner ear, an ability she uses to cause intense pain. She can also bend light using moisture in the air and her manipulation of mist and fog to appear partially transparent, and in later comics, nearly invisible.

Storm has also demonstrated the ability to control natural forces that include cosmic storms[image: External link], solar wind[image: External link], ocean currents[image: External link], and the electromagnetic field[image: External link]. She has demonstrated the ability to separate water molecules into oxygen and hydrogen via electrolysis[image: External link], allowing her to breathe underwater.[82] While in outer space, she is able to affect and manipulate the interstellar and intergalactic media. Storm can alter her visual perceptions so as to see the universe in terms of energy patterns, detecting the flow of kinetic, thermal and electromagnetic energy behind weather phenomena and can bend this energy to her will.

Storm has been shown to be sensitive to the dynamics of the natural world, and her psionic powers over weather are affected by her emotions. One consequence of this connection to nature is that she often suppresses extreme feelings to prevent her emotional state from resulting in violent weather. She has once sensed a diseased and dying tree on the X-Mansion grounds, detected objects within various atmospheric mediums—including water, and sensed the incorrect motion of a hurricane in the Northern Hemisphere and the gravitational stress on the tides by the Moon and Sun as well as the distortion of a planet's magnetosphere.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Storm can view the Earth as weather patterns, and is able to precisely recognize her geographic position through interpretations of these patterns.[83] Storm's mutant abilities are limited by her willpower and the strength of her body. Sentinels have considered Storm an Omega-level mutant[image: External link] on one occasion.[84]
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Storm's ancestry supports the use of magic and witchcraft[image: External link].[85] Many of her ancestors were sorceresses and priestesses. Storm's matrilineal powers have even been linked to the real-world Rain Queens[image: External link] of Balobedu, the region from which her Sorceress Supreme ancestor, Ayesha, hails. The Mystic Arcana[image: External link] series deals with Storm's ancestor Ashake, who worships the Egyptian goddess Ma'at[image: External link], also known as Oshtur[image: External link] — the mother of Agamotto[image: External link].[86] Oshtur appears to have strong favor for the bloodline of Ororo.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] For some unknown reason, since the dawn of Atlantis, this line of African women has been given distinguishing features of white hair, blue eyes, and powerful magic potential.[ volume & issue needed[image: External link]] Although Storm has not developed her magical potential, it has been hinted at.[85] The Mystic Arcana series lists the characters with magic potential according to the Marvel Tarot deck. The Tarot asserts Storm as being "High Priestess", the First Tarot's choice one-third of the time. The other draws were the Scarlet Witch[image: External link] and Agatha Harkness[image: External link]. These three characters split the High Priestess card equally. A timeline-divergent Storm became the sorceress who taught sorcery to Magik[image: External link] and some of Storm's alternate universe selves possess considerable magical talent.[87] On a separate note, it has been stated that Storm's spirit is so strong that she was able to host the consciousness of an avatar[image: External link] (or "manifestation body[image: External link]"[88]) of Eternity[image: External link]; in a gathering consisting of herself, Doctor Strange[image: External link], Black Panther, Silver Surfer and the Fantastic Four[image: External link], she and Doctor Strange were the only viable candidates.[89]
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Storm is an expert thief, and a skilled, cunning and gifted hand-to-hand fighter, trained by Achmed el-Gibar, Professor X, Wolverine and T'Challa, the Black Panther. By using superior strategy, Storm has overcome physically stronger foes like Callisto[image: External link] and the Crimson Commando[image: External link] in hand-to-hand combat. Storm is an excellent marksman with handguns, and is proficient in the use of knives. Storm is also fluent in Russian, Arabic and Swahili. As part of her paraphernalia, Storm carries a set of lock-picks (with which she has an extraordinary ability at picking locks, in an early appearance she was able to pick a lock with her teeth while her physical coordination was reduced to the level of an infant[90]) and her ancestral ruby, which allows inter-dimensional transportation with the help of her lightning.[80]
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Storm's weather powers allow her body to compensate for climate extremes; on one occasion as she was trying to control an unnatural storm she becomes overwhelmed as her body temperature rises too high.[91] In The Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe - X-Men (2004), it is stated that her powers enable her to breathe while moving at any speed and protect her from air friction, while granting her protection from temperature extremes of heat and cold; the All-New Official Handbook of the Marvel Universe Update #1 (2007) states that Storm's body changes temperature in opposition to her environment so that the colder the environment the warmer her body gets, and the warmer the environment the colder her body gets.

Her body compensates for rapid decreases or increases in atmospheric pressure.[92] She can see in near-complete darkness and has superb dexterity.[93][94] Storm has been described as having one of the strongest wills among the X-Men, making her highly resistant to psychic attacks especially in tandem with electrical fields she creates around herself. Telepaths have found it difficult to track her down and probe her thoughts. Several of these traits are independent of her mutant status and are a result of her ancestry. Also, when utilizing her powers, Storm's eyes turn solid white.[80]

Storm has been stated to be a possible Omega-Level Mutant.[95][96] Her potential is as of yet unrealized, and on one occasion the Super Giant stated that Storm was an "Omega-Level Mutate", grouping and targeting her with Omega-Level mutants such as Iceman and Rachel Grey.[97]

Storm's real name "Ororo" is translated in her language as "Beauty".
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Main article: Alternative versions of Storm[image: External link]
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Main article: Storm in other media


Storm has made numerous appearances in other media, including the X-Men animated television series, X-Men: Evolution and the Wolverine and the X-Men[image: External link]. She has appeared in five live-action X-Men films[image: External link]; she is portrayed by actress Halle Berry[image: External link] in four of the films and her younger self is portrayed by Alexandra Shipp in X-Men: Apocalypse. She has also been in a large number of video games: a guest appearance in Spider-Man: Web of Shadows[image: External link] and a playable character in every game in the X-Men Legends[image: External link]/Marvel: Ultimate Alliance[image: External link]/Marvel: Ultimate Alliance 2[image: External link] series.[98][99]
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In the 2007 Glyph Comics Awards[image: External link], the Fan Award for Best Comic was won by Storm, by Eric Jerome Dickey, David Yardin & Lan Medina, and Jay Leisten & Sean Parsons.

Storm was ranked as the 89th greatest comic book character of all time by Wizard[image: External link] magazine.[100] IGN[image: External link] also ranked her as the 42nd greatest comic book hero of all time quoting that "fans have seen Storm as a thief, an X-Man, a fighter, and even a queen. Through it all, she remains one of the most relatable mutant heroes",[101] #8 on their list of "The Top 25 X-Men" opining that "even though Cyclops may be the default leader of the X-Men, in particular because of his allegiance to The Dream, Storm is the better choice to be in charge",[102] and 37th in their list of "The Top 50 Avengers".[103] Storm was ranked 30th in Comics Buyer's Guide[image: External link]'s "100 Sexiest Women in Comics" list in 2011.[104]
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