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SYNOPSIS




In “Singular Occurrence”, Machado de Assis creates an engaging narrative through a conversation between two friends. One of them tells the story of Marocas, a woman who has caught the eye of Andrade, a young lawyer. The plot explores Andrade's growing obsession with Marocas and how his intense emotions make him question his choices and convictions. The story is marked by reflections on desire, jealousy and the ironies of life.




Palavras-chave


Obsession, desire, irony.








Notice




This text is a work in the public domain and reflects the norms, values and perspectives of its time. Some readers may find parts of this content offensive or disturbing, given evolving social norms and our collective understanding of issues of equality, human rights and mutual respect. We ask readers to approach this material with an understanding of the historical era in which it was written, recognizing that it may contain language, ideas or descriptions that are incompatible with today's ethical and moral standards.




Foreign language names will be preserved in their original form, without translation.
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"There are some very singular occurrences. Do you

see that lady coming into the Church of the Cross? She just stopped in the

churchyard to give alms."




"In black?"




"That's right; she's going in; she's gone

in."




"Don't put it on the card. That look is telling

you that the lady is a memory of another time, and she can't be from long ago,

judging by her body."




"She must be forty-six."




"Ah! Well preserved. Come on, stop looking at the

floor and tell me everything. Are you widowed, of course?"




"No, I'm not."




"Well, her husband is still alive. Is he

old?"




"She's not married."




"Single?"




"Like this, like this. She must be called Mrs.

Maria today. In 1860 she flourished under the familiar name of Marocas. She

wasn't a seamstress, nor a landlady, nor a teacher of girls; go on excluding

professions and you'll get there. She lived in Sacramento’s Street. Even then

she was slender, and certainly more beautiful than today; serious manners,

clean language. In the street, with her dress drowned, drained, without a peep,

she dragged many people along."




"For example, you."




"No, but Andrade, a friend of mine, twenty-six

years old, half lawyer, half politician, born in Alagoas and married in Bahia,

where he had come from in 1859. His wife was beautiful, affectionate, gentle

and resigned; when I met them, they had a two-year-old daughter."




"Despite this, Marocas...?"




"It's true, she overpowered him. Look, if you're

not in a hurry, I'll tell you something interesting."




"Tell me."




"The first time he met her was outside Paula

Brito's store in Rocio. He was there, saw a beautiful woman in the distance,

and waited, already excited, because he was very passionate about women.

Marocas was walking along, stopping and looking around like someone looking for

a house. In front of the store, she stopped for a moment; then, embarrassed and

afraid, she held out a piece of paper to Andrade and asked him where the number

written on it was. Andrade told her that it was on the other side of Rocio, and

gave her the probable height of the house. She courted with great grace; he

didn't know what to make of the question."
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