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            If you take in a lie, you must take in all that belongs to it.

            
                

            

            Emerson, ‘English Traits’

         

         
      
    

      

   


   
      

         
            PREFACE

         

         The present controversies about family values – about marriage and the divorce rate – are really discussions about monogamy. About what keeps people together and why they should stay together. About how people decide which are the important pleasures. What are couples for if they are not for pleasure? And if pleasure doesn’t matter then what does? This, one could say, is the problem of monogamy.

         Certainly, to talk about monogamy is to talk about virtually everything that might matter. Honesty, murder, kindness, security, choice, revenge, desire, loyalty, lying, risk, duty, children, excitement, blame, love, promising, care, curiosity, jealousy, rights, guilt, ecstasy, morals, punishment, money, trust, envy, peace, loneliness, home, humiliation, respect, compromise, rules, continuity, secrecy, chance, understanding, betrayal, intimacy, consolation, freedom, appearances, suicide and, of course, the family. Monogamy is not simply about these things, among others; but when we talk about monogamy we cannot help but talk about these things as well. Monogamy is a kind of moral nexus, a keyhole through which we can spy on our preoccupations.

         For some of us – perhaps the fortunate, or at least, the affluent – monogamy is the only serious philosophical question. This book is, therefore, an enquiry into the word we.
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‘A joy to read: penetrating, questioning and witty."
Sunday Times
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