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			After serving 19 years in the British Army, Nicholas O. Williams followed a career in computing and telecommunications engineering. As a consultant and later as a partner in an international firm, he advised state-owned enterprises and corporations around the world on the commercial, financial and regulatory issues around IT matters. He also later helped implement the London congestion charging scheme!


			Nicholas lives with his wife Denise in the beautiful Wiltshire Wylye Valley close to his immediate family and follows an active interest in local affairs. He still corresponds regularly with Rog and Pete.
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			To my very long-suffering wife, Denise, during the creation of this story and to my fellow travellers whose friendship and support will never be forgotten: Dave, Nige, Pete and Rog.


			I would like to thank sincerely the many people who have helped me by providing material for this publication. I would particularly like to thank Colonel (retired) John Blashford-Snell CBE, renowned expedition leader, for inspiring the team to undertake this demanding journey, as well as Brigadier K.P. Molyneux-Carter, OBE, MC (deceased), for his vital assistance in our time of need.


			I am also grateful to Peter Mackie and Roger Morgan for their helpful memories and, finally, to Mark Kimpton at the Warminster Journal for seeing the potential of this story to both entertain and enlighten.


			Many rolls of our films showing scenes of the outward passage were lost on the return journey, but some artistic impressions have been added in Chapter 3 to illustrate some of these events.
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			Foreword by Colonel John
Blashford-Snell CBE


			In 1963 the Commandant of RMA Sandhurst, Major General John Mogg, an enthusiastic outdoors man, was keen to get officer cadets on challenging and worthwhile projects during their summer vacation.


			Thus, Adventure Training began to play an important part in the Sandhurst training. I was lucky to become the Adventure Training Officer and had to devise expeditions and despatch eager young men on these, all over the world. The aim was to develop self-reliance, enterprise, initiative, and leadership qualities in the cadets.


			Amongst the many who volunteered was Nick Williams and four colleagues, to whom we loaned a 15 cwt Ford van and gave them a grant of £100! Thus, the team, all under twenty, set off, to study the remote Castles of the Assassins in Iran.


			Fortunately, at that time, the relationship between Britain and Iran was friendly. This then is the story of the expedition. Apart from an unfortunate road accident on the way home, it was an enormous success and a fine example of what five young men can achieve when left on their own to tackle a challenge.


			Colonel John Blashford-Snell CBE.


		


		

			Introduction


			This a true story of youthful exuberance achieving remarkable things. Consider for a moment, five young 19-year-old Royal Military Academy Sandhurst (RMAS) Officer Cadets embarking on a 4,000-mile road journey across Europe and Asia Minor having only recently passed their driving tests. Exuberance and inexperience make a potent mix!


			We were on one of the two expeditions heading for Iran. The aim of ours was to reach and explore the ninth-century Alamut Fortress high in the ‘Valley of the Assassins’ nestling in Iran’s rugged Elburz Mountains. This amusing tale is one of fortitude, ineptness and stoicism in the face of many challenges; self-inflicted or otherwise. It is also a call for us all to give our younger generations the opportunity and encouragement to engage in adventurous activities.


		


		

			Map 1 Our Route from Calais to Alamut, Iran


			[image: ]


		


		

			Maps 2 & 3
 Across Europe and Asia Minor
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			Europe, 30th July to 7th August 1965.
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			Asia Minor, 7th to 14th August 1965.


		


		

			Where it All Began
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			The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst Camberley Surrey UK, 1965.


		


		

			Chapter One
Background, Preparations
And Departure


			Some 7,000 feet above sea level in the remote Elburz Mountains of northern Iran lie the ruins of the infamous ninth century Alamut Fortress. The name ‘Alamut’ translates to ‘The Eagles Nest’, a name also given, many centuries later, to the equally notorious Nazi Mountain lair.


			A millennium ago, the fortress was for many years the centre for the Nizari Ismaili sect under the fierce leadership of Hassan-i Sabbah whose, drug influenced followers (the Assassins) would, according to legend, descend from the valley to rape and pillage the communities below on the promise of certain places in Heaven. Until the mid-20th century, little had been done to investigate this historic site.


			It is hard to believe that nearly 60 years later, after our visit, the site is an increasingly popular destination for trekkers and even has opening hours!


			This then is the story of an expedition, sponsored by the UK Ministry of Defence (MOD) and the British Museum, undertaken in 1965 by five 19-year-old officer cadets from the RMAS. It relates their sometimes dramatic and often hilarious journey to explore these ruins. Consider for a moment, this team of newly qualified and exuberant drivers careering 4,000-miles across Europe and Asia Minor in a Thames van (now the Transit range) kindly provided by the Ford Motor Company. (Roll-over Jerome K Jerome; no dog involved in this tale!)
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