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Editor’s Letter

Editor’s

LETTER

I am pleased to be taking over as the new 

Editorial Manager for 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

magazine. 

During the five 

years that I have been a part of the team 

at Fox Chapel, I have held a variety of 

positions. 

It was during my years in 

customer service that I developed an 

understanding of our reader’s prefer-

ences. 

In my last position as assistant to 

the publisher, I found myself helping out 

with our two magazines (

WCI

and 

Scroll 

Saw Workshop

). 

It was then I discovered how much I love this aspect of our company. 

Working with our talented contributors, scouting new talent to add to our pages, and 

pulling everything together into a published issue provides a joy that I cannot express 

in words. 

My goal is to make 

WCI

the best magazine on the market for carvers. 

I can’t do that 

without your help. 

I urge to you complete the reader survey on page 93 and send it to 

my attention. 

In addition to the survey, I invite you to drop me a line anytime or share 

your thoughts with me at a show. 

I want to hear everything you have to say about the 

magazine. 

We all love hearing compliments but it’s only through constructive criticism 

that we can grow and improve. 

While I don’t have a lot of personal carving experience, I have taken some classes and 

been exposed to the carving community for some time. 

Like many of you, I look 

forward to developing my skills and rely on experienced carvers for their instruction 

and advice. 

I assign articles to each issue with the intention of providing a good mix of 

styles, work with our contributors to develop project ideas, and handle the administra-

tive end of things. 

I’m fortunate to have Bob Duncan, a great Associate Editor—and 

aspiring carver—to help me. 

Bob handles most of the heavy lifting. 

He is responsible 

for the technical editing of our articles and is an active monitor of our website’s message 

board. 

Our publisher, Alan Giagnocavo, will remain involved in the magazines but has 

entrusted the day to day activities to us—a challenge we have willingly accepted. 

We also have a challenge for our readers. 

With our new “Fox Hunt” contest, you have 

the chance to earn a $25 Fox Chapel Books gift certificate to help build your wood-

working library. 

Complete details on the contest appear on page 8. 

In addition to a 

special focus on sharpening and the new contest, we’re proud to feature some first time 

contributors in this issue. 

While you may be familiar with the works of Kenny Vermil-

lion, Charley Phillips and Frederick Wilbur, this is the first time they have shared their 

talents in the magazine—hopefully the first of many. 

Please join me in welcoming 

these gifted artists to the pages our magazine. 

Warm Regards,

Shannon Flowers
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From Our Mailbag

Passing Along the Passion

My 8-year-old-son Clayton has bone cancer. 

He developed a love of knives during his chemo 

treatments. I contacted Allen Elishewitz who 

graciously provided a custom folding knife for 

Clayton; he also posted a “thread” on several of 

the knife forums. One of the people from the 

forums was a gentleman named Walter Fraker. 

Walt was a woodcarver, and he showed 

considerable interest in Clayton. It turned out 

that Walt also had cancer and was willing to 

provide Clayton with not only someone to 

talk to, but someone to share his new found 

interest in knives and carving (Clayton received 

a “whittling” knife and likes to whittle sticks 

with me on the front porch).

Clayton received 

Wood Carving Illustrated

in the mail. Clayton and I pored over the mag-

azine looking at the wildlife carvings; Clayton 

was very impressed with the “birds.” So I sent 

a note to Walt thanking him for his gift of the 

magazine. Sadly I received a note back from his 

wife Darleen that Walt had lost his battle with 

cancer on June 23rd. 

Walt never knew that the gift of your 

magazine reached Clayton. He showed com-

passion for a boy that he had never met but 

shared a common thread with—their struggle 

with cancer. I felt that you should know about 

Walt’s compassion and his act of unselfish 

kindness.

E-mail from William Johnston

Editor’s Note: Clayton came through his latest 

surgery fine and doctors have found no sign of any 

more cancer.

Seeking a Giraffe Pattern

I’ve been thoroughly enjoying my subscription 

to 

Wood Carving Illustrated

. I appreciate being 

able to go to your web site for reference mate-

rial as well.

I’ve been searching all over the net and in 

many publications for a pattern for carving a 

giraffe and so far have had no luck. 

E-mail from Dan Miller

Associate Editor Bob Duncan responds: I don’t 

know any specific sources for a giraffe pattern. I’ d 

suggest posting your question on our message board 

at 

www.WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

. 

Are there any readers out there with any 

suggestions?

Set It Straight

In Summer 2005 (Issue 30) Table of 

Contents, it incorrectly said Stubai Tools 

are made in Switzerland. Stubai Tools are 

manufactured in Austria.

Write Us! 

Let us know what’s on your 

mind. Please contact us by mail at: Mailbag, 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad Street, 

East Petersburg, PA 17520 or email us at 

editors@FoxChapelPublishing.com

. 

If you send an email, please add the word 

Mailbag first in the subject line. Note: Letters 

may be edited for clarity and length. Opin-

ions expressed by our letter writers do not 

necessarily represent those of the staff and 

management at 

Wood Carving Illustrated

.

Clayton (left) works 

with his brother 

Erick (right) on a 

knife kit. 

From our

MAILBAG

The staff

of 

Wood Carving Illustrated

is dedicated 

to providing you with the highest level of customer 

service. 

The information below will help you if a 

problem should ever arise.

Questions about your subscription?

Wood Carving Illustrated Magazine

1970 Broad Street

East Petersburg, PA 

17520

Phone: 

1-800-457-9112

Fax: 

717-560-4703

Email: 

Subscriptions@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

If you email us, include information from the label 

in your message—especially your subscriber number 

and mailing address.

When your write or call us, include mailing 

label information from your recent issue of 

Wood 

Carving Illustrated

. 

If it is not available, please give 

us the name and address used for your subscription.

How to read your mailing label. 

The number circled to the far left of the label indi-

cates your customer number. 

The number circled 

on the far right indicates the expiration date. 

Your 

customer number enables us to locate your account 

quickly and accurately. 

Please enclose your label 

with all correspondence.

Directory

Comments & Suggestions 

Write to the above address or email us at 

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

Editorial

For editorial information, call 

Wood Carving 

Illustrated

’s editors at 717-560-4703, write to the 

above address, or email at 

Editor@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

Information

To request a catalog of books and magazines, call 

1-800-457-9112.

Events

To have an event listed in our events section, call 

Shannon Flowers at 717-560-4703, write to the 

above address, or email at 

Shannon@FoxChapelPublishing.com

. 

Please include dates, location, hours, prizes, admis-

sion charges, show content, and contact names with 

addresses and phone numbers.

Subscriber Services

Customer Number 

Issue # Mailed 

Expiration Date
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News & Notes

Chainsaw Rendezvous 

Continues to Grow

Over 35,000 people visited Ridgway, PA, for 

the annual Ridgway Rendezvous chainsaw 

carving event from Feb. 24-26.

In all, 217 carvers from around the globe—

including Wood Carving Illustrated contribu-

tor Colin Partridge—showed their skills at the 

event. In addition to American artists, carvers 

came from Ireland, Japan, Australia, Germany, 

and Canada. 

“It just exploded,” organizer Liz Boni said. 

“It’s no longer a backyard party—it’s a real 

festival that has reached the plateau.”

The profits of the event benefit charity. In 

the six years that the event has been held, more 

than $95,000 has been donated to charity.

Wildfowl Carving Magazine

and 

IWCA Team Up for Contest

Wildfowl Carving Magazine

and the Interna-

tional Wildfowl Carvers Association (IWCA) 

have joined forces to sponsor the Endangered 

Species Championship, an event to bridge the 

gap between artistry and conservation.

Last fall, the Core Sound Decoy Museum 

hosted the first in what is hoped to be a long 

line of Endangered Species Grand Champion-

ships.

To qualify to compete in the grand 

championship, carvers must first place in the 

top three at any of the IWCA-affi

liated shows 

participating in the contest throughout the 

year. Each show chooses its eligible species 

from a selection provided by 

Wildfowl Carving 

Magazine

and the IWCA. 

The qualifying events for the second cham-

Mac and Beth Proffitt, of 

Smokey Mountain Woodcarvers, 

pose with the Mark Twain bust 

carved by Vic Hood. They won the 

bust in a random drawing of quali-

fied Fox Chapel Publishing retailers.

This Kirtland’s warbler 

carved by Peter Palumbo of 

Commack, NY, was the 

2003-04 Endangered Species 

Grand Championship winner.

Chainsaw carver Bob Huff works 

on a mountain man carving at the 

2005 Ridgway Rendezvous chainsaw 

carving festival.

pionship wrapped up this spring. The 2004-05 

Grand Championship will be held this fall at a 

venue yet to be determined.

Qualifying begins for the 2005-2006 

contest at the Pacific Flyway Decoy Associa-

tion Wildfowl Art Festival on June 25-26 in 

Sacramento, CA.

Anyone interested in more information 

about the Endangered Species Champion-

ship can contact Byrn and JoAnne 

Watson of the IWCA at 360-736-

1082 or write to the editor of 

Wildfowl Carving Magazine

at 

wcc@paonline.com

.

You’re invited 

on a Fox Hunt!

You don’t need horses or hounds to find this 

one—but we do want you to check through 

this issue very closely, hunting for the fox you 

see above. If you find him, write or e-mail us 

and tell us the page number and location. Two 

readers will be randomly selected from all the 

correct replies to receive a $25 Fox Chapel 

Books gift certificate.

Notice that he is facing the left—his rela-

tive, who faces right, appears in all the Fox 

Chapel Publishing advertisements. The foxes 

in those ads don’t count—but we promise 

he’s hiding in this issue somewhere—he could 

be in a photo, article text, or even in another 

advertisement!

Winners and the location of the fox will 

be announced in the following issue. 

Entries 

must be received by Oct. 3 to be eligible 

for the random drawing. Send your entry to 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, Attn. Find the Fox, 

1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, PA 17520, or 

e-mail your entry to 

Editor@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com.
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Tips and Techniques

Best Tip Wins 

John won a $25 Fox Chapel Publishing 

gift certificate for his tip. Send us your best tip, along with any 

photos or sketches (we’ll redraw them) to Tips and Techniques, 

Wood Carving Illustrated,

1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 

17520 or 

Editors@WoodCarvingIllustrated.com

Tips and

TECHNIQUES

Cut

Carve 

this side

4"

3

/

4

"

3

/

8

"

Golf Ball Carving

While golf ball carving is gaining in popularity, there are two main 

diffi

culties carvers run into—removing half the cover and carving the 

fine detail. Here are two ways one reader solved those problems.

The advantages to carving golf balls are that they are plentiful, they 

have no grain for the carver to contend with, and they can be carved in 

two hours or less. Be sure to choose a two piece ball such as a Pinnacle or 

Top Flite—a three piece or wound rubber ball cannot be carved, and a 

one piece ball is very diffi

cult to carve.

To remove the cover, start by clamping the golf ball in a vice. Cut 

through the cover, using a coping saw. Make sure the ball is firmly 

clamped in the vice, and pry off

half of the cover with a screwdriver.

To make the mini-chisel, you need a #6 flooring nail, two pieces of 

white pine 

3

/

8

" x 

3

/

4

" x 4", and some carpenter’s glue.

Smear glue on one side of both pieces of pine. Then place the flooring 

nail between the two pieces, and position it so the nail protrudes 1

1

/

2

" 

from the wood. Place the three items into a vice and clamp tightly until 

dry. The pine is soft enough that the nail makes its own socket. 

Shape the handle as desired, sharpen the nail point to a chisel shape, 

hone it, and start carving.

John Radjieski

Little Neck, NY

Cut out to suit 

blade shape 

and thickness

Glue and 

clamp 

halves 

together

Insert magnet

recessed flush 

with surface

Stay-Tight Blade Cover

Many people make their own blade covers, but 

a reoccurring problem is that the covers slip off !

To solve that, take a piece of wood, and 

trace the shape of the knife blade onto it. Carve 

out the wood, until the blade fits fully into the 

outline. On another piece of wood, mark the 

outline of the knife again. Mark and carve a 

recess for your small magnet of choice. Glue 

the two pieces of wood together.

When you insert your knife in the cover, 

the magnet will hold the cover in place!

Leonard Wovna

Belleville, NJ

Removing the golf ball cover 

Making a mini-chisel to carve golf balls

Win a Carving Set

The 

WCI

reader who sends in the 

best tip for our Holiday 2005 (Issue 33) 

Tips & Techniques, will win a Henry 

Taylor carving tool set worth $98.00 

instead of a gift certificate. 

For more on Henry Taylor tools, visit 

www.henrytaylortools.co.uk

Tips from the Masters

Steady your hands when 

power carving

(Kenny Vermillion, Page 75)

Fix your tear-out when chip 

carving

(Wayne Barton, Page 38)

Tone down the shine of 

your finishes

(Dean Troutman, Page 31)
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Reader Gallery

Show Off Your Latest Work

For inclusion in Reader Gallery, please send crisp, clear images of your carvings, along with about 100 words about yourself and the carving 

to: Reader Gallery, 

Wood Carving Illustrated

, 1970 Broad Street, East Petersburg, PA 17520; or email your text and high-resolution images to 

Duncan@foxchapelpublishing.com

.

Reader

GALLERY

Photos courtesy of Larry Reed, Potterville, MI

Wooden Chains

Eileen Dawson of Black Creek, MI, carved 

these chains. Her longest chain is 40'-long 

and consists of 203 links. She has also carved 

an 18"-long piece of barbed wire out of wood. 

Eileen does all her work with a table saw, a 

band saw, a drill press, and a hobby knife with 

a curved blade.

Basswood 

Duck Decoy

Milford Hopkins of 

Nova Scotia, Canada, 

spends between 80-150 

hours on 

each of his decoys, such as the Blue 

Wing Teal Drake shown here. He was a 

fisherman, but has become a full-time carver. 

He carves the basswood decoys with a knife 

and uses a rotary power carver for sanding. The 

decoys are detailed with a wood burner and 

painted with acrylic paints.

Several chains Eileen Dawson carved 

using basic tools.

Tom Burke carved this mountain man 

face in a tree.

Milford Hopkins spends 80-150 hours on 

each of his carvings, including this Blue 

Wing Teal Drake.

Arizona Tree Carving

Tom Burke of Dewey, AZ, carved this moun-

tain man face in a large pine tree. The tree was 

cut down to 17'-high and the carving is about 

32"-wide and 6'-long. It is stained and treated 

with Varathane. The tree is located at an eleva-

tion of 7,000-feet in the Bradshaw Mountains 

of Arizona. Tom said that backpackers go out 

of their way to see the tree carving.
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3.

Fax:
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4.

Mail:

Order with credit card, check or money order (U.S. Funds only) to: Fox Chapel Publishing, Attn: AWC032, 1970 Broad St., East Petersburg, PA 17520.
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Art of Chainsaw Carving 

by Jessie Groeschen

Profiles 18 of today’s finest chainsaw artists with 

photos of their work—PLUS an easy-to-follow,
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We are completely overwhelmed with the response to our Ultimate Sharpening System. Pop can't recall
when the wood caring community responded so favorably to two new products. Even veteran carvers are
amazed at the difference our Ultimate System can make to their tools. But don't just take our word for it ...ask
Tom Wolf! ..or Harold Enlow! ..or Ron Ransom! ...or Neil Cox! ...or

Roger Schroeder, noted carver, author, and editor and writes: “/ was amazed at s 2
the finely sharpened and honed edge I achieved - and ..Last, but hardly least, the  +Tyo 3M Trizact
sharpener is in my price range. I've purchased machines that, when allthe bells and  Sharpening Belts
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*1/4 hp Motor
* pulley system
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burning
“belts run safely in
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away from operator
“easy-to-use
belt tracking

Fantastic for all your Excellent for your Great for knives!
palm size tools ~ standard size chisels The belts run in front
“custom made | even those pesky V- and gouges! Its of a backing plate
heavy duty leather | tools. The belts run easy to rest the tool which means you get
belt for long life | safely in a clockwise ~ handle on your bench a true fiat surface on
“also comes with a | direction away from to assure the correct ~your knives and chis-
sanding platform. | You- You willlove this bevel is kept when els without rounding =3
machinel grinding. the edge over. Pop says: You re gonna love it!

Polish the inner channels of your
‘gouges like never before. The Ultimate.
Power Honer has wheel profies for
gouges in 1/16, 1/8", 1/4", and 3/8"
radius. And if you don't think it wil
make a difference, boy are you in fora
surprise.

The Power Honer will polish the inside
channel of your V-Tools too ~ micro or |
larger. The basswood wheel has a 30°
profile to fit into those difficult high
angle V-tools. They wil carve like new!

URES: *1/4 hp quiet motor “5-step pulley
"system for speeds from 550rpm to 3400rpm
*5 laminated basswood profile wheels
*heavy-duty 11/8" wide leather stropping wheel

Call Toll Free 1-888-682-9801 Or Order On-Line
www.woodcarvingstore.com

Ciping Avway, hc.. gog Courtiand Ave E., Kitchener, ON. N2C 1K3 Tel: (619)743-9008
www.chippingaway.com  Your Complete Woodcarving Resource Center
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Ly = Chipping Away

Everything you need in
One Package ~ Makes a
SALE AT

Great Gift too! : / sl
INCLUDES: vi
*Chip Carver's Workbook
“Your choice of Large or Small Chip Carving
Knife ...sharp and ready-to-use
*4 Practice Boards ...with patterns printed on them.
There has never been a

Beginner Chip Carving Kit like this!

Dennis Pop’ Moor has wiitlen a brand new 96 page Chip |
Carver's Workbook for Fox Chapel Publishing ...and its a |
humdingerl Full color from front to back and chock full of
instruction and information that all carver's wil find useful.
Plus, you get one of the new and revolutionary Moor Chip | = %
Carving Knives ~ already sharpened, stropped, polished and | o e it 5;}&'
ready-to-use. Choose either the Large or Small cutting knife | [IAaaRMRRiliE:
which is all dependent on your hand size. j;‘;‘rﬁ:ﬁ:"m
And as wonderful time-saver ..4 quality basswood practice | EESHEMEREN
boards (3/8" x 4" x 12" each) that have patters from the work-
book printed on them all ready to carvel

CHIPKIT: Specify either “Large or Small Knife”: ONLY $42.95US $53.50CAN pLUS SHIPPING
Knives, book, and pre-printed practice boards are available separately on-line at: www.woodcarvingstore.com

WOODBURNING KITS

Multi-award winner Carole Peters has put together an excellent series of
woodbuning kits suitable for the Beginner and the more experienced
pyrographer. Follow her instructions from putting the patter on the wood
through the various stages of burning and adding color using pencil

. crayons. Carole has also included some good tips for those who wish to
add some ‘shallow relief carving' to make your burning stand out even
more. While her relief carving techniques add a new dimension to your
work, keep in mind the main emphasis is still on the burning.

EACH KIT INCLUDES:
*Basswood Board 1/2" x 4 1/4" x 10 1/2"
“Pattem showing different stages and carbon paper
*Burning and Relief carving Instructions
*Color Photo of inished project
EACH KIT ONLY: $12.95US $15.95CA pLUS SHIPPING
choose from following selection

#CP-WELCOME: Beginner Level WORK-A-LONG DVD'S
#CP-ROSE: Beginner Level Iiradiscion: Rose
#CP-WOLF: Advanced Intermediate: Wolf Eyes
#CP-SQUIRREL: Advanced ‘Advanced: Wolf
#CP-WOLF EYES: Intermediate your choice only
#CP-CORN COB & MOUSE: Advanced  $17.95US each $19.95CAN

Call Toll Free 1-888-682-9801 To Order Or Order On-Line
www.woodcarvingstore.com

Cliigping Away, Gne. 808 Courtland Ave E., Kitchener, ON. N2C 1K3 Tel: (519)743-9008 www.chippingaway.com
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Two Cherries woodcarving tools are the finest quality available today. Fach
tool is hand forged by skilled craftsmen, heat treated to 61 degrees Rockwell,
fincly polished and fitted with a comfortable octagon handle.

tom short or miniature, pear handled, chip carving, fish tail
gouges, and much more, Over 1000 tools are available in the line,
with 600 stocked for immediate delivery in the United States.

oodherks Sppy |
Bolfrd TX \
66703990 3

Woodurigh J
Sping. TX

2816519663 7
Wwscdurighdenss com

Trdiors Woodwrker
Gaand TX

005090081
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‘Wooderkers Depo I
Green By, W1
00191503
wwscadorkerdepotcom

Woodwerker's Spply
Caspr WY
06483953
“wwwwoodorkeccom

NFORMATION ON BECOMING A TWO CHERRIES DEALER, PLEASE CONTACT

RoBerT LARSON CoMP,

800-356-2195 * wawn

RLARSON.COM ® §.

Ny, INc.

S@RLARSON.COM
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Attention Carvers!

* Carrying * 5 Precision
Cases Control Units

* Instruction * More than 50
Books

* Tip Pullers
Great Blue Heron * Helpful Hints ¢ Utra-Flex Cords

Wby Joan Wol using the
¥Colwood Detaile

ireet, Farmingdale, N) 07727 » tel 732.938.5556  fax 732.938.9037

A professional woodcarver’s bench
isn’tthe only place you'll find great tools ...

35 Storesi

New
200" ROCKLER
-ROCK

ooLuosors  (hipping Away

The Wooderaft Shop

* For a complete dealer listvisit stubaidirect.com
STUBAI = For a FREE Stubal catalog cail 1-388-901-6099
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— Introducing
IForedom'’s

== 5=\
FWD OFF REV |

SR
FOREDOM | | |}

SR Motor

| Alvays wear eye and 1
face protection when [ " foo ol
using power tool RN o1 hanciece
 vith colles for using
18,3526 1

fl ocesores
NEW
\/ -
A 5240 Kit
§ Sugg.
299, Retd
New 44c |
Versatle Woodcarve’s Over
Acessory Kit with otating
b & ol holerpustons *400. .

‘small round bur holder with id

o
' The All New re-designed SR Motor offers
" superior performance & greater value!
« Power 1/6 hp rating—that's 33% more power than the original.
+ Reverse Operation Now at no added charge.

« Reliable We've extended the warranty from one to two years.
+Versatile Available in hang-up or bench-style models for use

J with Foredom’s standard speed controls and interchangeable
',1 quality, reliability,  handpieces. 115 or 230 volt at same price.
b | and innovation. . More for Your Money Hard to believe, but we've reduced

the suggested retails for motor and control combinations since
reverse comes free. The upgraded 5240 Kit offers the greatest
value since it now comes with an excellent new assortment of
woodcarving accessories along with two bur holders.

FOREDOIM' www.foredom.com

The Foredom Electric Company 16 Stony Hill Road, Bethel, CT 06801 USA






















