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From the time I was born, my mother always made sure I felt secure in life. Yes, times have been tough, but we’ve gotten through everything together. With every obstacle, there’s been a lesson learned. She has taught me how to get through life and stay strong. I couldn’t ask God for a better mom. This book is an authentic representation of who my mom is and what we’ve gone through. I hope it encourages all of the moms who read it and reminds them that they’re not alone.


—Jaslyn Edgar, Nikki’s daughter


This is a life-changing book for single moms. It is so hard juggling life, kids, and your own heart when you are single. So often we overlook ourselves in the process of taking care of everyone else. So take time to enjoy this thirty-one-day process of finding yourself and your purpose.


—Kimberly Jones Pothier, author of Beautifully Whole


Every single mother feels like a ship alone at sea at times. Single mothers have become the modern-day widow, and the percentage rises every year. To be seen and to know they are not alone is a rare gift to any mother. Regardless how a woman finds herself in the role of single parenting, to feel she is not alone and can raise exceptional humans is all the encouragement she sometimes needs. Nikki offers encouragement and hope that all is not lost, and that heroes sometimes look like women who are both mother and father to their kids.


—Rita Springer, songwriter, singer, leader
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This book is dedicated to the beautiful girl who made me a mommy. The greatest decision of my life was you. Thank you for watching me grow up and having patience while I learned what it means to be a parent. You made it through my time as a teenager, and I made it through your time as a teenager. Jaslyn, thank you. From the deepest parts of my heart, I love you.
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Foreword


by Holly Wagner


Over the last few years, I have spent quite a bit of time with Nikki Edgar. During casual dinners, she will occasionally belt out a song, which is inspiring and annoying at the same time! Her voice is just beyond belief, especially to someone like me who can’t sing two notes in the same key. She is just one of those people you want to hang around—not because she is perfect and has it all together, but because she is real. With Nikki, you know you can have a genuine conversation and find an authentic friend.


I have watched her walk through some tough situations, and I have seen her stay faithful to the God who loves her. She is refreshingly honest, and in Los Angeles, which can be the city of ‘fake,’ that is such a treasure.


Being a mom is a hard job, and I can only imagine the challenges that come with being a single mom. In all seasons, Nikki has handled her role as mom with inspiring grace.


As I read through her book, All Things Beautiful, I experienced a lot of different emotions and was honestly encouraged to trust God more. I am not a single mom, but I was refreshed with each chapter.


I love this girl, and I know that you will too. You will feel like you are having a conversation with a friend. And if you want to hear her sing and you can’t make it to dinner, you should check out her music on iTunes. You will see what I mean about her amazing voice!


Holly Wagner


Pastor, Oasis Church, Los Angeles, CA


Author, Find Your Brave
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Dream Catching


Maybe you’ve heard it said that writing out your dreams and goals is not only cathartic, but it also helps increase your faith and gives you an opportunity to see what God can do. I write out a list of my goals for the year every January first, but you can start this at any time. On these lists would be my intentions, dreams, desires, or even things I considered to be a little foolish. Some years, my list would start with braces for my daughter and end with writing my own book. (Hey, hey! I’m doing that now.)


I make a list of prayers for my family, and I used to make a list when asking God for a spouse. I wrote out everything that was important to me in a partner and what was an absolute in character. From loving my children to loving God, I carefully listed around twenty things that were non-negotiable. A year after I made this list, God sent me someone who was exactly what I prayed for. Down to every single detail.


Writing down our desires and prayers also serves as a constant reminder of what we deserve and what we should set out to attain. If I met a guy that I kept making excuses for, or if I thought I could let a couple of things slip just because I was attracted to someone, I would pull out my list and remind myself that my prayer was for someone who was truthful, caring, patient, etc. Like it did for me, a list can help you maintain focus and set a clear vision of the overall goal.


You can also take the things you pray for in a mate and turn them around on yourself. If my list was for someone honest, kind, open-hearted, nonjudgmental, and focused, I would then ask God to help me lead with kindness, honesty, and an open heart. You attract the things that are overflowing from within you. This goes for relationships, work, and other areas of life.


In 2012, I made a list as I do every year. I asked the Lord for a nice apartment for myself and my kids, a new job, and an island in my kitchen. God definitely has a sense of humor, because when it came time for me to find a new place to live, at the end of the walk-through, the owner showed me an old island cart that he said I could use for the kitchen. It wasn’t the vision I had in my mind, but it sure was a detail of my prayer that didn’t get overlooked. To this day, it makes me giggle when I think about that little wheeled island that I would make cookies on while I thanked God that I had worked my way out of sleeping on couches or counting quarters.


I encourage you to take a couple of minutes and journal some of your prayers and desires. Don’t be conservative with your dreams; really go all the way. Watch what God can do and how seeing these things in front of you will stir a motivation within you to take steps toward your destiny.
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Invite God into every aspect of your life and he will direct and bless you. He cares about the desires of your heart and will weave your dreams together beautifully.


In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.


PROVERBS 3:6 ESV
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Lord, I acknowledge you today and ask for you to open the windows of my heart so that I can clearly see your paths. I invite you into every situation of my life. Thank you for your goodness and care in all the details.


What are some dreams that you have for this year?
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When You Just Want to Move On … But You Can’t


Well, let’s face it. I didn’t always make the best decisions. I settled for things I knew weren’t the best for me, I made a ton of excuses, and I didn’t listen to other people’s opinions. As an eighteen-year-old newly married woman, I thought I knew it all. I look back and laugh as I now look at my seventeen-year-old daughter and can’t imagine her being a married mom like I was. And to think that I thought I had it all together!


By the time I walked through a second divorce (yes, second), I was finally ready to surrender to God and move on. Unfortunately, as you probably know, even though you’re ready to move on to new things, your past has a way of sticking around. Whether it be in the voice of a mother-in-law, calls from your ex-husband about school details, or old unpaid bills, the past has a way of reminding us where we went wrong. It may seem like you’ll never escape the reminders that you didn’t always make the best choices, but I promise you’ll overcome.


The headaches of your past can creep in whether the other parent is in the picture or not. I thought my divorce would bring finality, but for me it was the beginning of a very long road. From continuous custody battles to meddling family members, I felt like the light would never shine through the tunnel.


Can I say right now that I’m completely on the other side? Well … no. My older two children are teens and things are easier, but I still have to face reminders like the ghosts of Christmas in the Scrooge movie. They can lead me back through the darkest corners of my life where I can’t believe I’d ever ventured. I constantly remind myself that God has not failed me and that I have made it through 100 percent of the battles I’ve faced. One hundred percent is great odds that I’ll make it out of what I’m going through right now too.
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