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CHAPTER I. AFTER THE

SURRENDER





 




While

there were quite a number of "irreconcilables" in Atlanta when the

war closed — men whose hearts were in the sepulcher of "The Lost

Cause." and who faced the future without the courage of hope — vastly the

greater number of Atlantans were full of optimism, energy and enterprise. The

dominant element of the city's population were imbued with the spirit of

compromise, so far as Federal relations were concerned, and sought to make the

best of a situation that could not be remedied. Andrew Johnson had succeeded to

the presidency, and the South had hope that radicalism would be tempered with

justice. On the 24th of July, 1865, a public meeting was held in Atlanta to

consider questions of great political moment and adopt suitable resolutions

thereon. The call for the meeting was signed by Mayor James M. Calhoun. John M.

Clarke. W. R. Venable. J. L. Dunning, J. W. Manning and John Silvey. In

explaining the objects of the meeting, the call said it was "to afford all

good and true men the opportunity of expressing their honest and loyal

sentiments with an earnest determination to preserve our common country and its

matchless institutions on a basis that shall be true to principle and safe for

all conditions both at home and abroad." 




A large

crowd of representative citizens attended, and after the meeting had been

called to order, Mayor Calhoun was chosen for chairman, and B. D. Smith,

secretary. In explaining the object of the meeting. Mayor Calhoun said it was

to give the people of Atlanta an opportunity to express their desires on the

great questions of returning to the Union, on the organization of civil

government in Georgia, and on the complete restoration of law and order. For

himself. Mayor Calhoun declared, he could say truly and with pride that he had

never favored the destruction of the Union founded by the republic's reverend

fathers, and that it was the fondest desire of his heart to return to it. He

continued: "On returning to the union of our fathers, while it will be our

right as citizens to claim the protection of our country's flag — the stars and

stripes, emblematic of the union of the states and of our nationality — it will

also be our solemn duty to protect and defend it, and that with our lives, if

necessary. Under it, in times that are gone, many of us have fought the enemy

of our common country: and let us again resolve, should it ever become

necessary, that we will do so again; and if, as a people, we have erred in the

past, let us try to make compensation for our errors in the future: let us not

cherish and keep alive any unkind feelings for the people of any section of our

reunited country, but rather cultivate feelings of kindness, friendship and

confidence." 




The

sentiments expressed by the mayor were endorsed by other speakers, and the following

committee was appointed to draft resolutions for the consideration of the

meeting: John M. Clarke, Jared I. Whittaker, Alfred Austell, James L. Dunning

and G. W. Adair. The resolutions brought in by the committee were as follows: 




"Whereas.

The constitution of the United States makes ample provision for the freedom of

speech, the power of the press, and the unalienable right of the people to

peacefully assemble, and to counsel with each other on all matters of public

concernment and national interest; and 




"Whereas,

The late war having left the state of Georgia in a most deplorable,

disorganized and unsettled condition, we, therefore, as a portion of the

people, have this day convened to express our anxious solicitude for a speedy

restoration to our original status in the Union, and hopefully anticipate that

the day is near at hand when the sim of our former prosperity and happiness

will again shine upon us with undiminished and even increased splendor; when

each one may sit under his own 'vine and fig tree, with none to molest him or

make him afraid." 




"Resolved.

I. That whether we consider its height or depth, its length or breadth, the

commencement of this war will ever mark an era of surprising national and

individual prosperity. And it is equally true that in the winding up of the

great drama we can but behold a widespread desolation and waste, sweeping over

a once happy, contented and prosperous people. And for the truth of the

position here assumed, and its vindication, we confidently rely upon that calm,

deliberate and impartial judgment which posterity will write, after all the

hates, injuries and prejudices, the natural result of relentless war, shall

have passed away and be remembered no more. 




"Resolved,

2. That we profoundly congratulate our people on the termination of the war,

with its dire effects; that peace once more reigns, and is installed in all our

borders. 




"Resolved.

3. That in the appointment of a provisional governor for our state, we trust

that we may recognize an important advance toward an early reconciliation, and

the resumption of our former status in the system of states. 




"Resolved,

4. That we most earnestly desire a speedy restoration of all political and

national relations, the restoration of mutual confidence and friendship, the

uninterrupted intercourse of trade and commerce with every section; in fine, to

hold and occupy our old position in the list of states, the sovereign and sole

conservators of an unbroken and imperishable Union. 




"Resolved,

5. That we counsel a ready and willing obedience to the laws of our country,

and with cheerfulness and patient industry the fulfillment of our mission. 




"Resolved,

6. That in the assassination of Abraham Lincoln we gaze upon a deed horrible

and horrifying. We hold it up to universal execration, earnestly trusting that

not only the immediate perpetrators of the crime, so infamous and revolting,

but that all remotely concerned, may receive condign punishment. 




"Resolved,

7. That we have full confidence in the administration of Andrew Johnson, the

president of the United States, and that in all the trying scenes engendered by

this anomalous war, justice may be tempered with mercy, and we hereby tender to

the president our firm attachment, fidelity and support, and that in all time

to come, we shall be known, and only known, as one people, sharing one destiny,

having one interest, one liberty, one constitution and one flag. 




"Resolved,

8. That we heartily endorse and approve the appointment of Hon. James Johnson

as the provisional governor of the state of Georgia, a sound lawyer, an able

statesman, and an honest man, and trust that under his administration the state

will soon be enabled to re-occupy its old and proud position in the Union."






The

resolutions were adopted with practical unanimity, and upon motion it was

decided to send a copy of the same to the president of the United States.

Ex-Congressman L. J. Gartrell made a rousing speech, rejoicing in Georgia's

return to the Union and counseling conservatism and a spirit of compromise on

the part of his fellow citizens. He was followed by G. W. Adair and James L.

Dunning, in like vein. 




The

federal appointments for the state of Georgia were received with a sense of

satisfaction by most of the citizens of Atlanta. Hon. James Johnson, the

provisional governor, was considered a safe and honorable man for that

important office. John Erskine, the judge of the United States district court,

James L. Dunning, United States marshal, and A. W. Stone, district attorney,

had been citizens of Atlanta before the war and were well thought of, barring

their political sentiments and affiliations. Mr. Dunning was one of the city's

largest manufacturers, his roller mills being seized and operated by the Confederate

government after the breaking out of hostilities between the sections. 




The vote

of the Atlanta precinct and Fulton county in the fall election of 1865 was as

follows: Governor, C. J. Jenkins, Atlanta, 754, county. 840: congressmen, W. T.

Wolford, Atlanta, 347, county, 396: J. P. Hambleton, Atlanta, 269, county, 284:

H. G. Cole, Atlanta, 19; state senators, James F. Johnson, Atlanta, 418,

county, 450; John Collier, Atlanta, 185; county, 228; representatives, T. W. J.

Hill, 309; R. F. Maddox, 232; William Markham, 163: W. M. Butt, 134; A. Leyden,

119; T. S. Gillespie, 109; W. A. Wilson, 99; Y. A. Gaskill, 97; J. W. Price.

51. Hill and Maddox were the successful candidates. 




Many

citizens, of course, voluntarily refrained from taking part in the election,

while many others were ineligible as the result of war disabilities imposed by

congress. On the 30th of September, 1865, a mass meeting was held for the

purpose of nominating Fulton county's delegates to the state convention, which

was called to be held on October 25th. Dr. John G. Westmoreland was chairman of

the meeting, and W. A. Shelby secretary. A synopsis of the resolutions adopted

follows: 1. That the meeting approved of the policy of President Johnson for

the restoration of the Southern States to the Union because of the broad, bold

and wise statesmanship embraced therein. 2. Pledging themselves to sustain the

president in his wise and righteous course. 3. Approving of the president's

proclamation of amnesty, and taking upon themselves, in spirit and in truth,

all the obligations imposed. 4. Promising for the delegates to be nominated at

the meeting, should they be elected, to sustain the president's plan for the

restoration of the South to the Union. 5. Expressing their opposition to negro

suffrage. 6. Stating that they did not intend to deprive the freedman of the

results of his labor, and that the late slaves of the South had the sympathy of

all intelligent. Christian, moral Southern men. 7. Repudiating any and every

effort to stir up strife among those who had differed upon questions which had

produced the late war, and recommending a forgetfulness of the past. Judge

Jared I. Whittaker, George W. Adair and N. J. Hammond were nominated by the

meeting, with great enthusiasm, and after their nomination a resolution was

adopted to send President Johnson a copy of the foregoing resolutions. The

election resulted in the selection by the suffragists of the candidates

nominated at this meeting, by the following vote: N. J. Hammond, 364; Jared L

Whittaker, 339; George W. Adair. 362; William Markham, 185; C. P. Cassin, 25;

scattering, 5. 




After

the surrender, and before the federal authority in the city had been

established, the few inhabitants of Atlanta suffered considerably at the hands

of impoverished and demoralized Confederate soldiers returning from the war. Of

this species of depredation Wallace P. Reed says: "After the evacuation of

Atlanta by Sherman's army, the condition of the city was deplorable, and the

demoralization of the Confederate soldiers was extreme. Civil government was

paralyzed, and persons and property were without protection. Neither the

property of the state of Georgia nor that of the Confederate States government

was safe in the city. Mules and horses, the stores of the quartermaster's and

of the commissary department, though guarded by vigilant and brave officers,

were carried away by men returning from the war — by men who could then see

that the cause for which they had fought for years was in a hopeless condition,

and who claimed that the property belonging to the Confederate government and

to the State of Georgia belonged as much to them as to anyone, and they

intended to have their share. Yet, notwithstanding their own losses and

necessities, they were very liberal with the food upon which they seized: for

they gave it away lavishly to the crowds of women that followed them about the

streets. For two or three weeks before the city was taken possession of by

Colonel Eggleston there was great distress among the citizens, and as a

consequence of the distress, great disorder; and hence, when Colonel Eggleston

arrived in the city and developed order out of chaos, all classes of citizens,

although mortified beyond measure at the failure of their cause, yet they all

gladly welcomed the soldiers of the United States army, and felt perfectly

secure so long as they remained." 




The

Intelligencer came back to Atlanta after peace was declared and resumed its

ancient prestige as the journalistic representative of the community. From one

of the earliest postbellum files of this paper several facts relative to

Atlanta during the war are here reproduced as worthy of preservation in this

volume. The Intelligencer said: 




"The

headquarters of General Sherman after the occupation of Atlanta was at the

residence of Judge R. F. Lyon, corner Mitchell and Washington streets. Gen.

Thomas's headquarters was at the residence of Mr. M. Meyers, on Peachtree

street; General Geary's at Mr. E. E. Rawson's. on Pryor street; General

Stanley's at the residence of Mr. Lewis Scofield, on Peachtree street, and Gen.

Slocum's at Mr. William H. Dabney's, on Washington street." 




"The

whole number of killed and wounded around Atlanta, from the time the armies

crossed the Chattahoochee river until the city was invested by the United

States army, including the Jonesboro battles, is unknown to the writer, but

must have been at least 18,000 to 20,000 Confederates, and as many Federals.

How quickly fade from the memory of man the impressions made by the

contemplation of such a scene! Yet. the citizens of this bustling city, however

heedless they may be, sleep nightly in the midst of one vast graveyard. Friend

and foe lie shoulder to shoulder, and will take up arms against each other no

more; but must one day stand together before their Creator. Let us hope that

they died with such charitable feelings, and with such faith in their Savior, as

shall. secure to them the salvation of their immortal spirits." 




"By

those who returned to Atlanta soon after its destruction, a disgusting and

heart-sickening scene was witnessed. Ruin, death and devastation met the eye on

every hand. The legions of carrion crows and vultures, whose vocation it might

have been to hover over and pick at the decaying carcasses of animals that lay

among the scarred and broken walls of our ruined city, were surpassed by the

hosts of Georgia's own sons, who might, otherwise, have been styled our

brothers, congregated here from a distance of fifty miles, in every direction,

not to guard unprotected property, but, many of them, to steal and haul away

the effects of their absent and unfortunate countrymen. There were, also, numerous

packs of dogs that had become wild on account of the absence of their masters,

attacking citizens, and belching forth their frightful howls, as if to render

the scene still more gloomy, fearful and desolate. During the months of

December and January, after the destruction of the city by the Federals, some

of the citizens who went South returned home. A few found shelter in their own

houses, while the majority of them were compelled to take up their abode in the

houses of other parties, or live in tents with their families. The .destitution

consequent upon the scarcity of provisions and fuel, and the utter

worthlessness of Confederate currency during the winter months of 1864 and

1865, produced an amount of suffering beyond the comprehension of most persons

who did not witness the facts. For want of teams, some parties were forced to

carry their fuel a distance of nearly a mile, and many suffered severely from

both hunger and cold. But they managed to survive the winter, and some had. by

the spring following, accumulated considerable little stores. On the surrender

and parole of Lee's and Johnston's armies, as the soldiers were passing through

Atlanta en route for their homes, they made free with everything that came in

their way, leaving many, again, utterly destitute. So much for war which, under

every circumstance and for whatever cause, is demoralizing in its tendencies,

rendering, in some instances, the best men incapable of performing an act of

kindness, or even of administering simple justice to his fellow-men." 




"Atlanta,

during the year 1865, presented quite a picturesque appearance. There might

have been seen small houses, put up in many instances expressly for rent, which

presented the appearance of having been built of the remnants of half a dozen

houses. Calico fences, too, still remain quite fashionable in some localities.

But it is to be hoped that the city will outgrow the effects of the war, and

that at an early day her citizens may again become comfortably situated, and

that good feelings and a disposition to encourage and foster each other's

interests, may be cultivated by them. Then may we hope and expect to see

education advanced, fraternity revived, Christianity practiced, and society

much improved and benefited." 




The

spirit of fraternity and the desire to help one another was strongly manifest

in the people of Atlanta the first year after the surrender. The town was

bustling with commercial activity and ambitious with enterprise, but the

citizens were never too busy or self-centered to forget the duties imposed by

the tribulations from which the city was slowly emerging, and "sweet

charity" was ever met with an open hand. Organized relief did much for the

unfortunates left destitute by the war. The charitable societies were many and

the methods of relieving distress various. In the good work the ladies were

especially active. They held bazaars, and fairs, and entertainments, and balls

with great frequency the first few months after the return of peace. On January

18-19, 1866, a large fair was held by the ladies of Atlanta, which was well

attended and patronized. All the churches of the city took part in contributing

to the success of the fair, as will be seen from the following list of names of

the general committee and the churches represented: Central Presbyterian

church, Mrs. P. P. Pease, Mrs. George G. Hull and Mrs. William Rushton; First

Presbyterian church, Mrs. E. A. Gordon, Mrs. James Robinson and Mrs. T. G.

Simms; Wesley chapel, Mrs. J. N. Simmons, Mrs. Joseph Winship and Mrs. Willis

Parker; Trinity church, Mrs. E. E. Rawson, Mrs. O. H. Jones and Mrs. L. S.

Salmons; First Baptist church, Mrs. Jared I. Whittaker, Mrs. I. R. Foster and

Mrs. J. J. Thrasher; Second Baptist church, Mrs. Ed. White, Mrs. J. J. Toon and

Miss Ellen Chisholm: St. Philip's and St. Luke's churches, Mrs. William

Solomon, Mrs. J. M. Ball and Mrs. Richard Peters; Church of the Immaculate

Conception, Mrs. J. H. Flynn, Mrs. Dooly and Mrs. Hayden. Ward Committees —

First ward, Mrs. J. A. Taylor; Second ward, Mrs. F. M. Richardson; Third ward,

Mrs. Caroline Larendon; Fourth ward, Mrs. W. B. Cox; Fifth ward, Mrs. A.

Leyden. The committee met at Wesley chapel on the 20th to ascertain the amount

of the net proceeds and to provide for the distribution of the fund. Dr. J. N. Simmons,

chairman of the relief committee, was instructed to prepare for publication in

the local papers, a statement of the amount cleared by the fair, which was

done. The net proceeds amounted to $1,535.90. The ladies passed resolutions

thanking the Masons for the use of their hall, and the press, merchants and

public generally for their assistance. The sum thus raised was judiciously

distributed and was instrumental in relieving much real suffering in Atlanta

that winter. 




In 1867

a little city directory of Atlanta was issued from the press of the

Intelligencer, from the preface of which the following interesting information

is taken: 




"Atlanta

has, already, made rapid strides in the way of improvement. There were licensed

by the city council, during the last six months of the year 1865, about three

hundred and thirty-eight business houses, representing various branches of

trade — nearly all of which commenced on very small capital, occupying mere

shanties as store houses. There was very little manufacturing done in Atlanta

in 1865. Planing mills, etc., were much needed to assist in the work of rebuilding

the city; among the first of such establishments put into operation was that of

Hoge, Mills & Co., on Marietta street. Others of a similar character rapidly

sprang up. The several railroad companies went to work in good earnest,

repairing their respective roads, and rebuilding their depots and shops, and at

this time they are all in comparatively good condition. Foundries and machine

shops were established; first class business houses took the place of the

shanty substitutes which had at first been thrown up by the impoverished

citizens, and large stocks of goods soon found their way into them. 




"The

city fathers, too, went to work with great energy. Two neat and tastily

arranged market houses were soon completed; the bridge across the Macon &

Western and Western & Atlantic railroads, near the site of the old market

house, was rebuilt, and Broad street opened from Alabama to Mitchell, and

widened from Alabama to Peachtree street. The city cemetery received their

early attention, and has been re-fenced, enlarged, and otherwise improved. The

streets of the city, though filled with huge heaps of rubbish less than two

years ago, have been put in a fair condition. The incorporate limits have been

extended so as to enclose the area of a circle three miles in diameter, the

center of which is still located near the general passenger depot. They have

also provided a place for the M. & W. R. R. depot, at the corner of M.

& W. railroad and Mitchell street, for which they have taken in exchange

the site on which stood the old depot, corner Railroad and Whitehall street —

making a decided improvement by this transaction. The gas works have also again

been put into operation, and at this time the city is tolerably well lighted.

The rolling mill, owned by Messrs. Markham and Scofield during the first years

of the war, having been destroyed, has not yet been rebuilt. Another, however,

on a very extensive scale, has been erected and put into operation, on the W.

& A. railroad, near the city, under the firm name of the Atlanta Rolling

Mill and Mining Company, by John D. Gray, A. Alexander, and others. There are

also, in Atlanta, three iron and brass foundries, seven machine shops (including

those in connection with railroads), and three large sash, door and blind

manufactories, besides other and smaller establishments. 




"The

printing, publishing, and also the educational interest of the city deserves

notice. We have at this time three daily newspapers, one large weekly literary

paper, one monthly medical journal, and one large monthly magazine; also,

several large job printing offices and two book binderies. All these

establishments seem to be well conducted and in a prosperous condition. 




The

medical college has been refitted, and will doubtless soon become eminently

successful and popular. The cause of education, generally, is attracting

attention. We have already several good schools, notwithstanding the absence of

appropriate buildings for that purpose, and we hope some practicable system of

free school education, both mental and manual, will at an early day be

established, that the poor children who are learning nothing but beggarly and

vicious habits on our streets may be taught that they were created for more

noble and glorious purposes. 




"The

number of stores on the business streets will reach at least two hundred and

fifty, mostly brick buildings. The assessed value of the real estate in the

city in 1866 was over $7,000,000, and the amount of goods sold is estimated at

$4,500,000. The population of the city, as shown by the census, just taken,

under direction of the city council, is 10,940 whites, 9.288 blacks, nine

hundred and twenty-eight (nearly five per cent, of the whole number) being

widows and orphans, four hundred and forty-nine of whom are widows and orphans

of Confederate soldiers — the aggregate showing a population of 20,228 souls. 




"It

will be seen that this city, within the past two years, has risen out of her

own ashes, to the populous, mercantile and manufacturing Atlanta of 1861 and

1862. Her future, who can foresee? The tides of immigration and of improvement

still continue to flow in her favor. The two new railroads to this city, in

contemplation before the war. will probably be completed at an early day. The

Georgia Air Line railroad will, we are advised, be in running order as far as

Gainesville, Hall county, within the year 1868. The grading of this road will

be commenced between this point and Gainesville, in March or April next. From

the history of the past, we may. with a certainty, anticipate the effects that

will be produced on the city by the completion of these roads. On the railroad

and manufacturing interest of Atlanta, and the mineral resources of Upper

Georgia — which are now rapidly being developed — and not on agricultural (for

the surrounding country is comparatively poor), must this city base her hopes

of prosperity. Success attend them! and may we not again be cursed by the

demoralizing and destructive tendencies of war, but continue, as a community,

to march onward and upward in every ennobling cause, until Atlanta shall have

become one of the great cities of the continent." 




From the

same little volume we learn that "The incorporation line of the city of

Atlanta, as extended by an act of the general assembly of the state of Georgia,

approved March 12, 1866, encloses the area of a perfect circle three miles in

diameter, the center of which is located near the general passenger

depot." 




At that

time Atlanta had five wards and about one-half the present number of streets,

few of which were paved beyond the business center. The municipality maintained

two market houses, in which butchers and green grocers were required to rent

stalls. Each market house had a keeper appointed by council, and rigid rules

governed the conduct of business therein. Much of the rapid progress in

building after the war was due to the local building and loan associations,

which had then begun to be popular all over the country. In 1867 Atlanta had

four of these helpful organizations, as follows: Gate City Building and Loan

Association — J. R. Wallace, Pres.: N. R. Fowler, Sec.; W. J. Houston, Treas.;

N. J. Hammond, Atty.; F. M. Richardson, Thomas Spencer, L. C. Wells and William

Rushton, directors. Fulton Building and Loan Association — Perino Brown, Pres.;

C. F. Wood, Sec.: N. R. Fowler, Treas.; Daniel Pittman, Atty.; C. F. Wood, E.

R. Sasseen, John Glenn and F. P. Rice, directors. Stonewall Building and Loan

Association — S. A. Verdery, Pres.; J. S. Peterson, Secy.; B. F. Moore, Treas.;

L. J. Glenn, Atty.; John A. Doane, R. P. Zimmerman, J. W. Clayton and J. M.

Ball, directors. Mechanics' Building and Loan Association — L. C. Wells, Pres.;

S. W. Grubb, Sec; W. j. Houston, Treas.; N. J. Hammond, Atty.; J. R. Wallace,

Thomas Spencer, F. M. Richardson and J. E. Gullatt, directors. In glancing over

the list of the various business establishments in Atlanta as contained in this

directory for 1867, one can but be struck by the great number of firms in

certain lines of business, and in stopping to analyze the reason in comparison

with the situation today, must conclude that concentration has a decided

tendency to weed out the small dealer. For instance, in 1867 there were twenty-nine

exclusive wholesale grocers in Atlanta — twice the number engaged in that line

of trade in this city today. There were, the same year, fifty-one commission

merchants in Atlanta. The census of Atlanta by wards, taken by direction of the

city council in December and January, 1866-7, was as follows: First ward,

4,837; Second ward, 2,749: Third ward, 2.036: Fourth ward. 5,389: Fifth ward,

5,217 — total, 20,288. 




James M.

Calhoun, Atlanta's "war mayor," who served the city faithfully during

her days of sore travail, was honored with the mayoralty the first year after

the war closed, serving in that capacity four successive terms. To his public

spirit and wise administration was due no little of the progress made by

Atlanta immediately after her almost total destruction by Sherman. 




Atlanta

had four fire companies the first year after the war closed, and it will

doubtless be interesting to the pioneer citizens in our midst, and their

descendants, to read the names of the members, few of whom are alive or

residents of Atlanta today. The rosters of the four companies are given as

follows: 




 




FIRE

DEPARTMENT 




 




S. B.

Sherwood, Chief Engineer. Henry Gullatt, First Assistant Engineer. W. G. Knox,

Second Assistant Engineer. 




 




ATLANTA

FIRE COMPANY NO. I (STEAM ENGINE) . 




 




Organized,

March 24, 1851. Incorporated, April 4, 1851. Meets first Monday night in each

month, at their Engine House, cor. Broad Street and M. & W. R. R. 




Officers.

— John B. Norman, President: Charles Schnatz, 1st Director: John Berkele, 2nd Director:

John Wilbey, 3rd Director; Samuel Wilson, Secretary; H. Muhlenbrink, Treasurer;

John H. Ellsworth, Rep. to Fire Dept.; John Bridwell, M. Rogan. Axemen. 




Active

Members— Alexander, I.; Bell. H. G.; Broxton, H. W.; Cannon, P. J.: Collier, M.

L.; Collier, John W.; Cox, W. B.; Daly, Pat; Eisenhut, John; Ficken, John;

Fleck, Daniel; Galvin, John; Garcia, B.; Garvy, P.; Grambling, John; Grogan, Z.

W.; Goudy, D. H.: Haney, Thomas; Haney, Henry; Haverty. M.; Henderson, A. F.;

Immel, J.; Immel, M. J.; James, Wm.; Jentzer, John; Joyner, H. W.; Klotz, Jno.;

Kuhrt, Henry; Klassett, A.; Krog, Wm.; Kavanaugh, P.; Lynch, Peter; Lynch, J.;

Mann, J. E.; Mann, James; Mann, John; Mann, Wm. J.; Mann, Henry; Mason, J. P.;

Mason, Wm. K.; Murrins, L.; McGee, John; Nelley, Martin; Olerich, P.; Peel,

John; Pettis, W. P.; Roab, George; Ransford, H.; Roberts, M. L.; Schoen, J.;

Spencer, Wm.; Sherwood, S. B.; Weaver, J. K.; Van Loan, A. H.; Van Loan,

Richard. 




Honorary

Members — Bracken, P. J.; Daly, Martin; Flynn, John H.; Forsyth, Wm.; Heinz,

Charles; Hunnicutt, C. W.; Kershaw, John; Kidd. Wm.; Kirby, T.; Lamb, B. T.;

Lynch, John; Mecaslin, J. H.; Murphy, T. C.: Stadelman, J. 




 




MECHANIC

FIRE COMPANY, NO. 2 




 




Organized

December 10, 1856. Meets first Friday night in each month, at their hall over

Engine House, corner Washington St. and Georgia R. R. 




Officers

— J. E. Gullatt, President; James G. Kelly, Vice-President; W. D. Luckie, Jr.,

Secretary; O. H. Jones, Treasurer; E. Buice, First Director; C. Beermann,

Second Director; W. G. Middleton, Chief Engineer; Joel Kelsey, 1st Ass't.

Engineer; G. W. Terry, 2nd Ass't. Engineer; James Daniels, 3rd Ass't. Engineer;

G. T. Anderson, W. F. Woods, Pipemen; J. M. Buice, Joseph Wiley, Axemen; M. L.

Lichtenstadt, Rep. to Fire Dep't.; James Alexander, M. D., Surgeon. 




Members

— Buice, C. W.; Buice, J. D.; Bellingrath, H.; Bradbury, T. W.; Bannan, W. J.;

Campbell, J. T.; Crenshaw, J. L.; Darby, Arch.; Dewberry, J. R.; Doby, J. B.;

Harmsen, Carl; Krogg, Fred; Langford, W. Y.; Lyons, J. L.; Manning, W. H.;

Middleton, M. J.; Moore. B. F.; O'Connor, Thomas; Read, Thomas; Rogers. J. C.;

Rodes, C. C.; Rosenfeld, S.; Rote, M.; Schramm. P.; Shlotfeldt, George; Spillman, Joshua; Steinheimer, D.; Steinheimer,

L; Williams, J. E.; Wilson, Hue. 




 




TALLULAH

FIRE COMPANY, NO. 3 




 




Organized

February 22, 1859. Meets first Wednesday night in each month, at their hall in

Engine House, on Broad, between Marietta and Walton streets. 




Officers—E.

C. Murphy, President; S. W. Grubb, Vice-President; W. C. Shearer, 1st Director;

Jesse Smith, 2nd Director; F. M. Queen, Hose Director; J. N. Williams,

Secretary; L. H. Clarke, Treasurer; H. S. Orme, Surgeon; A. P. Bell, Rep. to

Fire Department; S. Mercer, Foreman 1st squad; L. B. Scudder. Foreman 2nd squad;

W. R. Biggers, Foreman Hose squad; David Buice, B. Kane, Axemen. 




Active

Members — Bohnefeld, Carl; Bohnefeld, Herman; Bohnefeld, Richard; Center, E. A.;

Christopher, Frank; Clarke, Wm. F.; Crew, B. B.; Clarke, John D.; Deringer. J.

A.; Fife, R. A.; Fitts, Robert C.; Groves, J. B.; Haralson, A. J.; Hill, John

A.; Holland, J. S.; Henson, F.; Jack, G. W.; Johnson, C. A.; Judson, W. N.;

Love, J. R.; Mead, W. T.; Mobley, E. L. D.; Mullin, J. E.; Parks, John R.;

Queen, B. C.; Rogers, J. J.; Robinson, R. A.; Smith, J. B.; Starnes, J. M.;

Steadman, Charles; Stokes, J. W.; Smith, C. D.; Theme, A.; Thompson, George;

Thrower, C. A.; Valentino, Gabe; Valentino, John; Warwick, F. A.; Warwick, T.

F.; Wells, J. Y.; Whaley, J. R.; Williams, Isaac. 




 




ATLANTA

HOOK & LADDER CO. NO. I 




 




Organized

November 28. 1859. Meets first Saturday night in each month, at their Truck

House, east side of Pryor, between Alabama and Hunter streets. 




Officers

— J. L. Queen, Foreman; C. F. S. D'Alvigny, Ass't. Foreman; J. S. Yarbrough,

Secretary; George Johnson, Treasurer; Ed. Holland, Rep. to Fire Dep't. 




Active

Members — Bookout, J. M.; Bradburn, A. B.; Bryant, W. M.; Buckhardt G. A.;

Burr, George; Erginzingar, A.; Forsyth, C. A.; Franklin, George; Hartman, M.;

Holley, C. W.; James, J. H.; Johnston, F. M.; Lowry, R. J.; Lumpkin, W. J.;

McDade, W. C.; Mc Waters, A.; Morris. L. G.; Parrott, G. W.; Peters, W. G.;

Queen, D. M.; Rokestraw, George; Reeves, J. W.; Richardson, F. M.; Smith, E. C.;

Wilson, Henry; Young, John. 




Honorary

Members — Edwards, George; Fowler, N. R.; Love, S. B.; Morrison, John; Peck, J.

C.; Scrutchen, Thomas. 




 




Early in

December, 1866, the military office of provost-marshal was abolished in

Atlanta, the city being considered sufficiently "reconstructed" to be

governed by civil administration. On the 18th of the same month, the detachment

of the One Hundred and Fiftieth Illinois regiment on duty as a provost-guard in

Atlanta since the surrender, was mustered out and left for their Northern

homes. Captain Line L. Parker, who had served as provost-marshal, left for the

North at the same time. However, a military post was maintained in Atlanta,

four companies of the Thirteenth Connecticut, Captain Beckwith, being stationed

in the barracks until April 17. 1866, when the regiment was mustered out and

United States regulars stationed permanently in Atlanta. 




Of the

early post-bellum period, E. Y. Clarke says in his admirable little history of

Atlanta: "At first the rebuilding was in a haphazard manner, and hundreds

of wooden and brick shanties were erected out of the debris of the ruins — in

many instances the owners putting their own hands to the work, clearing away

the rubbish and picking out the material fit for use. Er Lawshe set up the

first store house on Whitehall street by the removal of a little one-story

building from another part of the city and this was done by many others. The

scarcity of buildings made rents enormous and building materials were equally

high. * * * In 1865 John H. James built his banking house, and McNaught &

Scrutchin their store on Whitehall street, and J. C. Peck rebuilt his planing

mill. In 1866 E. P. Chamberlin built a residence on Washington street; C. E.

Boynton erected one on Rawson street. In the same year, also, Mr. O. H. Jones,

marshal of the city in 1864, and one of our most energetic citizens, built fine

livery stables for the accommodation of the great increasing stock trade he had

established. * * * Among the new citizens acquired will be recognized many who

have attained official, social and business prominence. In 1865 came James R.

Wylie, the wholesale grocer and prominent bank director, a gentleman of great

worth and usefulness; John L. Hopkins, from 1870 to 1876 judge of the superior

courts of the Atlanta circuit, and one of the most eminent lawyers in the

state; W. A. Moore and E. W. Marsh, the wholesale dry goods merchants, who have

been in business together some twenty-four years; Andrew Stewart and S. L.

McBride, both very young men. In 1866 came C. E. Boynton, the successful

merchant, and E. P. Chamberlin, his partner, a leader in all meritorious public

enterprises, and a councilman prominent in municipal laws and measures

enhancing the welfare of the city; A. E. Howard, of the tobacco house of

Howard, Wood & Co.; Julius L. Brown, one of our ablest young lawyers; John

N. Fain, a well-known merchant and church officer, and James A. Anderson, a

young man who has successively held the office of city tax collector and chief

of police for several terms with great credit, and now a practicing attorney of

the firm of Goodwin & Anderson. In 1867 came S. M. Inman, an ex-Confederate

soldier, from Tennessee, the great cotton merchant and public-spirited citizen;

Richard H. Clark, present judge of the City Court; W. A. Hemphill, one of the

proprietors of the Atlanta Constitution; W. F. Stokes, the great fruit merchant

of Atlanta; John A. Fitten and John C. Kirkpatrick, who, in 1870, became firm

members of the great hardware house of T. M. Clarke & Co. * * * " 




To the

return of the old population, with their olden characteristics, intensified by

an almost total loss of property, is chiefly due the restoration to former

prosperity with a rapidity rarely, if ever, paralleled in American history.

Appreciating the situation, they resolutely set to work to rebuild their

fortunes. Did the scope of a general history allow, it would be pleasant to

recount the story of individual effort. Every class proved true to its

antecedent career. The lawyer, the merchant and the mechanic all went to work

with a will. As, among the first class, might be mentioned General L. J.

Gartrell, who found his home in ashes, but, by brilliant professional effort,

achieved success worthy of the political and professional honors of his

ante-bellum career; so, conspicuous examples of merchants and mechanics, and of

other professional men could be numerously given. 




Taking

into consideration the era and circumstances, it is doubtful if a parallel can

be found to the magic resurrection of Atlanta within a year after the city was

in ashes. It was the fable of the Phoenix re-enacted in real life, and well did

the restored city choose as its municipal seal the image of that mythical bird,

surrounded by the legend, "Resurgens." In March, 1886, a local

newspaper published the following brief resume of the improvements made up to

that time: 




"The

indomitable energy and persistence of the people .of Atlanta is shown by the way

in which they are rebuilding the city. Alabama street begins to assume its

former neat and business-like appearance. New business houses are being

occupied as fast as completed by book men, bankers, merchants, artists,

physicians, insurance agents and all other classes. The following houses have

been put in successful operation: P. P. Pease & Co., J. T. Jenkins &

Co.; Langston, Crane & Co.; McCarny & Co.; M. W. & J. H. Johnson;

Pratte, Edwards & Co.; Robert J. Lowry & Co.; Simms, Robert & Co.;

Clayton, Adair & Purse; Meador & Brothers and McKeon & Godfrey.

Bank block is a handsome edifice. The two hotel buildings, the Southern Express

Company's building, and the Franklin Printing House, all begin to make the city

look somewhat as it did before the war. The two hotels are the Planter's and

the Exchange Hotel, the latter standing on the corner of Alabama and Pryor

streets, and being the same as the Fulton House of the old regime." 




To quote

further from Colonel Clarke's history: "In 1868 came M. C. and J. F.

Kiser, from Campbell county, of the immense wholesale dry goods house of that

name; Mark W. Johnson, of the agricultural warehouse; Thomas M. Wood, D. M.

Bain and N. J. Doolittle. In 1869 came W. A. Haygood, from Emory College;

Joseph T. Eichberg, from New York, afterwards organizer of the Germania Loan

and Building Association, and its president; and J. F. Burke, in after years

the successful library director. In 1870 came W. C. Dodson, the job printer;

the Wilsons — W. S. and J. C. — the latter now the largest coal dealer in the

city; also John B. Goodwin, from Cobb county, who was admitted to the bar in

1877 and has been three times elected to council. In 1871 came James H. Low and

Clarence F. Low, from New Orleans, leading insurance agents, and E. H. Thornton,

of the firm of Lynch & Thornton, booksellers. This year also brought us

valuable citizens from the North and West, among them W. G. Goodnow, from

Wisconsin, a man of great energy and business capacity, who planned the

Republic Block, got up the stock of and organized the Citizens' Bank, and was

at a later date made general business manager of the Atlanta Rolling Mill.

Among valuable citizens from the North may be mentioned W. C. Morrill, a

gentleman of large means and liberality, and who has contributed greatly to the

success of our noble Library Association. * * * In 1868 the Third Baptist

church was built by liberal contributions of Governor Brown and others. In 1889

E. E. Rawson rebuilt his store on Whitehall street; Moore & Marsh finished

a magnificent 36 x 186 store on Decatur street; John H. James built his famous

residence, now the Governor's Mansion, on Peachtree street, at a cost of

$70,000, and began a block on Whitehall street. In 1870 Louis De Give built the

opera house, which Forrest, Booth and other great actors pronounced unsurpassed

in acoustic properties; the corner-stone of the Catholic church was laid by

Father Ryan; the Fourth Baptist church was built by John H. James; the Kimball

House, one of the largest hotels in the United States, was built by H. I.

Kimball, at a cost of nearly half a million dollars; Richard H. Clark built a

residence on McDonough street, and B. F. Wyly one on Washington street. In 1871

at least four hundred buildings went up, among them the Republic Block, built

by ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown, Judge O. A. Lochrane, and others, on Pryor

street; the Austell building, on Decatur street; the Union Passenger Depot,

then one of the largest and finest iron depots in the United States, jointly

constructed by the railroad companies; the beautiful residence of Judge John L.

Hopkins, on the corner of Gilmer and Collins streets; that of Z. D. Harrison,

clerk of the Supreme Court, on McDonough street; those of A. G. Howard and W.

A. Hemphill, on Pryor street. In 1872 another church — the Fifth Baptist — was

built by John H. James; a three-story building on Broad street, by ex-Governor

Brown; a splendid, 52 x 140 feet, slate bank-vault, agricultural warehouse, by

Mark W. Johnson; a building for his hardware business by Thomas M. Clarke; and

residences by John N. Fain, on Pryor street, J. T. Eichberg, on Forsyth street;

Robert Clarke, on Houston street, and W. B. Cox, on Ivy street. 




"Business

advanced at an equal pace. The old commercial houses were re-established, banks

were reorganized, and the old manufacturing enterprises were resuscitated.

Trade rapidly filled up the old channels, and, overflowing their banks, made

many new outlets. The monetary needs of the people were, of course, very

pressing, and banking facilities were speedily forthcoming. In 1865 John H.

James recommenced his banking business; the Georgia National Bank opened, John

Rice, president, and E. T. Jones, cashier; followed, in 1866, by the Atlanta

National Bank, with a capital since raised to $300,000; in 1868 by the Georgia

Trust Company, with a capital of $125,000; in 1872 by the State National, now

Merchants' Bank; and in 1873 by the Citizens' and State of Georgia. Among the

businesses established and re-established were, in 1866, wholesale groceries by

James R. Wylie and P. & G. T. Dodd; wholesale dry goods by Moore &

Marsh, partners for nearly a quarter of a century; hardware by Tommey, Stewart

& Beck; wholesale crockery by A. J. McBride. In 1868 the Atlanta Daily

Constitution newspaper was started by Colonel Carey W. Styles. In 1870 J.

Morrison, A. Morrison and D. M. Bain established a new hardware store under the

firm name of Morrison, Bain & Co. 




"Very

naturally, the expansion of trade and great influx of population enhanced the

value of real estate, and increased prices brought upon the market a large and

increasing amount of property, which was eagerly purchased by speculators in

the city and from abroad, as well as by non-residents. This proved one of the

most fruitful sources of revenue to an impoverished people, and at the same

time built up a comparatively new business, which, in a few years, assumed

immense proportions. In 1865 George W. Adair opened a bureau for the sale and

exchange of real estate. In the six years following prices ran up to enormous

and most unhealthy figures — millions of dollars changed hands. 




"In

1873 came a new arm of progress — the Air Line Railroad. As early as 1857 the

growing wants of the city suggested to enterprising citizens the propriety of

increased railroad facilities and the opening of new lines of transportation

into undeveloped sections. The agitation of the Air Line Railroad followed.

Ex-Mayor Norcross was the recognized leader in this movement, ably assisted by

James M. Calhoun, L. J. Gartrell, and others, and obtained a charter. In 1859

he was made president of the road, and was mainly instrumental in obtaining a

subscription of several hundred thousand dollars along its proposed line.




"During

these years still another field of business enterprise was extensively opened

up, becoming one of the chief contributors to Atlanta's prosperity. In 1859 it

was claimed that dry goods were sold for one hundred miles around; but not

until since the war did the wholesale business develop into a distinct element

of the city's progress. This was also time of the cotton trade, which, in 1867,

showed receipts of only 17,000 bales, but at once began an upward career. 




"The

religious, moral, social and educational progress of this period were equally

gratifying. The number of religious organizations largely increased, some of

which may be mentioned. June 17, 1867, the Hebrew Synagogue was organized from

the old Hebrew Benevolent Association, Mr. Jacob Steinheimer first officiating.

In the same year, the Loyd Street Methodist Episcopal Church was organized, and

in 1870 and 1872 the Fourth and Fifth Baptist Churches followed. In the year

1870 Payne's and St. Paul's (Methodist) appeared. Educational and society

organizations were numerous." 


















 




 




CHAPTER II. THE "CARPET-BAG" ERA




 




While

the people of Atlanta were working out their own salvation, commercially, they

were not allowed to do so politically. The hopeful spirit immediately following

the war was shortly replaced by a spirit of distrust, gloom and positive alarm.

The sentiment to "make treason odious" by treating the South

governmentally as a conquered province, undoubtedly prevailed in congress, and

the leaders of public thought in Atlanta were not slow to sound the alarm,

however loth they may have been to array themselves against Federal public

policy. That the best people of Atlanta had shown a disposition to meet their

late enemies halfway in the cultivation of fraternity and peace, and had

manfully accepted "the inevitable," was evidenced by the resolutions

adopted at their public meetings, some of which are quoted in the preceding

chapter. Indeed, the spirit of reconciliation and good-will manifested by them

was remarkable, under the circumstances. But in accepting the conditions

imposed by defeat in a noble spirit, they had not forfeited their self-respect,

and did not propose to do so. The action of the National Union Convention held

in Philadelphia on the 14th of August, 1866, was received with silent

disapproval in Atlanta. The local newspapers refrained from making any comment

calculated to excite prejudice on either side, but the convention's resolutions

were generally taken as earnest of worse things in store. Then came the session

of congress made memorable, and, to the South, infamous, by proscriptive

measures against a vanquished and defenseless people. "Rebel"-haters

like Thad Stevens were in control at Washington, and President Johnson was

hated by a majority of his fellow-citizens in the North, seemingly, because of

his desire to see even-hand justice dealt out to the South. The conservatives

and advocates of peace with honor were not able to check the storm of radicalism

that burst upon the Southern States. The "Sherman Reconstruction Bible"

was passed. Atlanta, in common with the South, held her peace no longer. Her

papers denounced the oppressive legislation in unmeasured terms, and public

speakers inveighed against it as more infamous and tyrannical than any act of

England against her American colonies before the revolution. The bill in

question afflicted the South with military rule and negro enfranchisement,

practically nullifying constitutional guarantees, and in the "black

belts" of the former slave states, then more numerous than now, left the

superior race utterly at the mercy of the negro, so far as political domination

was concerned. In most quarters South the Sherman law was considered a

deliberate attempt to degrade the citizens of the late Confederacy — to add to

the injury of a terrible war the insult of a revengeful conqueror. The moral

sense of the Southern people was shocked. They had expected to take a back seat

in the councils of the nation, and to be, for years, a nonentity in the shaping

of governmental policies — but they had not thought this thing possible in a

Christian republic. While resistance promised nothing, it was the only course

consistent with decency and honor, and a very large majority of the people

exerted a strong moral opposition to such a species of "reconstruction."

They meant that at least history should record their protest. 




Avery's

"History of Georgia" says of the feeling of the Southern people anent

the "Sherman Reconstruction Bill": "It was an amazing piece of

statesmanship to disfranchise our intelligence, and make the hereditary slaves

of two centuries rulers of our political destiny. It degraded, alarmed and

exasperated our people. We had the whole argument of the case on our side. They

had the might. Our reconstructors had excelled themselves in this last

fantastic of national restoration. Our people were angered to white heat, and

they entered upon an uncompromising fight against the astounding project. In

this crisis ex-Governor Brown, with that cool method that distinguished him,

went North to look into the matter, and see just how earnest the North was, and

what hope there was of resistance to these most odious measures . . . . Judge

Dawson A. Walker accompanied him. These gentlemen went to Washington early in

February, 1867, while the reconstruction measures were pending, and thoroughly

gauged public sentiment upon reconstruction. Governor Brown probed the subject

to the bottom. He conversed with the most influential men on both sides. From

President Johnson, down, he conferred with leaders of every shade of opinion.

The impeachment crusade against President Johnson had begun. Against the

Sherman bill he had fired a noble but ineffectual veto, and on the last day of

the old congress it went through. The new congress passed the supplemental

reconstruction bill, providing for a registration of loyal voters, the calling

of a convention by a vote of the people, and the ratification of the

constitution made by such convention by a popular vote, all under military

guidance. Mr. Johnson struck this measure with another spirited veto, but it

was promptly passed, and the revengeful malignancy of impeachment gathered

force from the incident." 




Public

sentiment on the reconstruction question was in some respects divided in

Atlanta. There were various opinions, and, broadly speaking, the citizens may

be said to have been divided into three factions — one favoring unprotesting

submission to the inevitable; another was inclined to take no position on the

question, preferring to wait developments while professing to support the

policy of Andrew Johnson; the third was unalterably against the whole scheme of

reconstruction and advised agitation to the end. 




Nothing

else was talked about. Men stood in groups on the street corners and grew excited

in discussing the political outlook. Some of the hot-heads declared they would

raise the stars and bars again and fight all Yankeedom to extermination before

they would suffer the degradation of their manhood. It was noticeable that the

wildest talkers were, as a rule, not confederate veterans. The condition of

public feeling made it desirable that a mass meeting be held, and accordingly a

call was issued, setting the meeting for March 4, at the city hall. This notice

was given great publicity in the local press and by hand-bills and posters, and

was signed by the following well-known citizens: Ira R. Foster, Joseph Winship,

E. E. Hulbert, Lemuel Dean, J. H. Flynn, A. Austell, George Hillyer, H. Sells,

D. F. Hammond, P. L. Mynatt, Richard Peters. E. E. Rawson, S. P. Richards, P.

P. Pease, R. P. Zimmerman, Clark Howell, E. P. Howell, W. F. Meador, J. W.

Simmons, F. M. Richardson, J. R. Wallace, H. C. Barrow, W. A. Fuller, W. M.

Butts, J. D. Pope, W. C. Moore, R. M. Farrar, C. A. Pitts, J. J. Morrison, John

Silvey, T. W. J. Hill, Henry P. Farrow, J. A. Hayden, T. G. Healy, J. W. Loyd,

J. Lemmons, E. F. Hoge, H. Muhlenbrink, L. S. Salmons, J. B. Campbell, J. E.

Gullatt, A. A. Gaulding, J. A. Doane, A. K. Seago, Vines Fish, H. C. Hornady,

J. C. Hendrix and C. C. Green 




The

papers advised caution in the action of the meeting, laying stress upon the

helplessness of the South and the Herculean effort Atlanta was making to

rehabilitate herself. They said the fire-eaters should be kept in the

background, and men of prudence left to formulate a wise course of action. The

people were asked to remember that the Sherman bill was law, and that the part

of good citizenship (particularly under the circumstances) was to obey the law.

The radicals in the South, the Intelligencer declared, had had much to do with

the hard terms being inflicted by the North, because of their intemperate and

rebellious utterances after the surrender. 




A large

crowd assembled in accordance with the call, standing room being at a premium. Upon

motion, Richard Peters was called to preside, and W. L. Scruggs made secretary.

The following committee on resolutions was appointed immediately after the

meeting was organized: Colonel H. P. Farrow, V. A. Gaskill, E. E. Rawson, J. O.

Harris, I. G. Mitchell, C. P. Cassin, E. E. Hulbert, T. W. J. Hill, and Colonel

J. J. Morrison. 




Pending

the report of the committee on resolutions, a number of speeches were made upon

the clamorous call of the audience. J. L. Dunning, who was known as an

ultra-conservative, spoke in such a strain, deprecating the blunders and the

malice which had led the South to her present unfortunate condition, and

counseling patience and optimism. He declared that Governor Jenkins had

exceeded his authority in convening the state legislature in accordance with

ex-Governor Brown's recommendation. Although repeatedly called for, George W.

Adair said he preferred not to speak until the resolutions had been presented

to the meeting. The chairman was asked to define the object of the meeting. He

replied that, as he understood it, the people had assembled to take into

consideration the duty of the people of Georgia as to the formation of a state

government, under postbellum conditions, agreeably to the provisions of the

Sherman bill, or, in the event of non-action, to see a military government

established over them. The chairman explained the object of the meeting in some

detail, and at the conclusion of his remarks, the committee on resolutions

brought in the following report: 




Resolved,

That it is the sense of this meeting that the people of Georgia should

promptly, and without the least hesitation, accept the plan of restoration

recently proposed by congress. 




Resolved,

That in the opinion of this meeting there are persons in each and every county

within this State sufficient in numbers and sufficient in integrity and

ability, who are not debarred from voting and holding office by the provisions

of this law, to perform all the functions of government. 




Resolved,

That we earnestly hope that as soon as practicable, all those who have the

right to do so, will, in good faith, enter upon the duty of instituting for

Georgia a legal State government. 




Resolved,

That we. citizens of Fulton county, do hereby proclaim to our fellow-citizens

throughout the entire Union, a sincere purpose, on our part, to heal the wounds

inflicted by the unhappy past, and we take this method of extending to our

fellow citizens of every State a cordial and hearty invitation to come and

settle in our midst, assuring them in the name of everything that is sacred

that they shall be received and treated as friends, and as citizens of a common

country. 




Resolved,

That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be forwarded to Governor

Jenkins, and a copy to the chairman of the Reconstruction Committee at

Washington. 




Colonel

Farrow, chairman of the committee, made a strong, terse speech in support of

the resolutions, saying they proposed to acknowledge the fact that the people

of Georgia, by going to war against the government of the United States, had,

in the estimation of the law-making power of the Federal government, forfeited

their right to legal government; that the same power had decreed the equality

of all men not affected by war, in their relations to the government; that the

bill just passed by congress, by a constitutional majority, provided a way to

escape from onerous military government, and that the time had come when men

should ' lay aside their prejudices and improve the opportunity thus offered

them for a final settlement of the difficulties that then beset them, etc. 




Colonel

J. M. Calhoun then moved the adoption of the resolutions as reported by the

committee. He said that although they were not couched in language that suited

him. he was nevertheless strongly in favor of their adoption, believing that

under the Sherman bill, the provisional governments as they then existed .would

be permitted to continue to exercise authority, but that the military authority

would have power over the civil government. He also believed that the true

interests of the people of the South lay in compliance with the constitutional

amendment. Had the people adopted the former constitutional amendment they

would have been better off than they were at that time. There was danger in

delay. He was not of the "wait and see" kind: he was for immediate

action in accordance with the bill. 




Luther

J. Glenn, always a leader in local affairs and a man whose opinions had much

weight, said he wished to offer a series of resolutions as a substitute for the

report of the committee. He asked permission to read his resolutions, which was

accorded, and after he had concluded the reading, the audience broke into loud

cheers, seeming to favor the substitute almost as one man. Colonel Glenn's

resolutions follow: 




"Resolved,

I. That in view of the present condition of the Southern States, and the

passage of the military bill by the House of Representatives over the

President's veto, we think it the duty of the people of Georgia to remain quiet

and thereby preserve at least their self-respect, their manhood and their

honor. 




"Resolved,

2. That in the event said bill has or does become a law, we trust Governor

Jenkins, either alone or in connection with the governors of other Southern

States, will at once take the necessary steps to have the constitutionality of

the law tested before the Supreme Court of the United States. 




"Resolved,

3. That we hereby tender to his excellency. President Johnson, our heartfelt

thanks for the patriotic efforts he has made to protect the constitution of the

United States and the liberties of the people." 




Colonel

T. C. Howard offered an amendment to the Glenn resolutions, which he was

proceeding to read when Mr. Dunning urged in objection that he was not a

citizen of Fulton county. The meeting demanded that Colonel Howard's

resolutions be heard, and they were read as follows: 




"We,

the citizens of Fulton county and vicinity, having been convoked, and now being

in convention for the purpose of considering the state of the country, and particularly

the bill just passed by congress, popularly known as the Sherman Military Bill,

do solemnly 




"Resolve,

That said bill is unjust, as it needlessly discriminates against the Southern

State's, which are without exception abiding all public laws, and are in

profound peace; it is harsh and cruel, as it surrenders life, liberty and

estate to the arbitrary and despotic will of the military power; it is in

positive conflict with the better spirit and genius of the constitution and

American liberty; degrading to the bitterest and last degree, as it sinks us

below the legal status of our former slaves, surrenders the control and polity

of the Southern States to the blacks, and by our own hands stigmatizes,

disfranchises and disavows the men who have periled life, fortune and all

worldly ambition for our sakes. 




"Resolved,

2. That by our assent to the principles and provisions of said bill, the

Southern people commit political suicide by arraying themselves against the

President of the United States, who, with sublime courage, has resisted the

combined energies of the enemies of the government and constitution, by

adopting and ratifying outrages on our liberties that would not be tolerated an

instant by that tribunal while a vestige of that constitution remained. 




"Resolved,

3. That we do now solemnly asseverate, and call God to witness the sincerity of

our hearts, in doing so, that as a people we meditate no illegal opposition to

the laws, no violation of private rights, whether of the North man or the South

man, the black or the white: no denial of sympathy, justice or legal rights of

the colored portion of our population, and that all we ask is quiet, and the

enjoyment of what little we hope for from the soil of our devastated, afflicted

and poverty stricken country. 




"Resolved,

lastly. That we are conscious of having done all that mortal power could do to

secure the happiness and liberties of our people, but in God's afflictive

providence we have been overwhelmed; we meekly submit ourselves to His Almighty

power, patiently awaiting His good time to deliver us, and confidently trusting

that the day will soon come when the sense of honor, justice and magnanimity of

the Northern people will, in our persons, vindicate the dignity, rights and

liberties of the American people." 




Colonel

Howard spoke eloquently for the adoption of the foregoing resolutions. He

declared that he appreciated and fully accepted the situation resulting from

the war; that he had abided honestly by the results, but was not willing by any

voluntary act of his own to place his neck under the yoke before the yoke was

forced upon him. He had surrendered his revolutionary arms, but not his

manhood, and never would. As for the negro, he was willing to accord equal

protection to all men, regardless of color. 




V. A.

Gaskill made a motion to table the Glenn resolutions and the Howard amendment.

There were loud cries of dissent, and the chairman's voice was lost while

attempting to put the question to a vote. A babel of confusion ensued, and while

it was at its height. Colonel R. J. Cowart shouted above the din a motion to

adjourn, which seemed to carry by common consent, as many were already leaving

the hall. General L. J. Gartrell called on all who favored the Glenn resolution

to remain, and some half of the people present did so. General Gartrell was

chosen as chairman of this impromptu meeting, and John G. Whitner, secretary.

Colonel J. J. Morrison inquired of the chair whether the participants in the

meeting were limited to the friends of the Glenn resolutions, and upon being

answered in the negative, earnestly opposed the resolutions in question and

deplored the failure of the meeting to adopt the resolutions brought in by the

committee. 




Colonel

Adair expressed himself in favor of the first resolutions, also, and urged upon

his hearers the importance of taking immediate action along the lines laid down

by congress. He declared there was nothing to gain and everything to lose by

delay. 




Colonel

R. A. Alston next spoke, saying he was decidedly opposed to Governor Brown's

conciliatory plan, for the reason that it was capitulating to the Radicals and

would aid them in building up a party in opposition to the President and the

Supreme Court of the United States; "because it will tend to strengthen and

encourage the Radicals to further outrages and unconstitutional legislation,

and relieves them of the responsibilities which would otherwise rest upon them;

because we then surrender the last claim to sovereignty, and give validity to

what would otherwise be decided by the United States Supreme Court as

unconstitutional; because it is already a law and no action of ours can make it

more or less efficacious; because, so far from saving us from any further

outrages or worse inflictions of radical hate, it will only stimulate them to

further oppression, and we thus, by our own free will, surrender the only power

that is left us — the virtue of patient endurance and the honor which arises

from a rigid adherence to principle and duty." After the close of Colonel

Alston's earnest speech, the question was put on the passage of the Glenn

resolutions, which were adopted almost unanimously. 




Colonel

Farrow announced that the adjourned meeting would meet again that evening, in

the city hall, at 7 o'clock. The friends of the Farrow resolutions met,

accordingly, and after being re-read, the resolutions were amended, the last

resolution being changed to read as follows: 




Resolved,

That a copy of the proceedings of this meeting be forwarded to the

reconstruction committee of congress, and to Governor Jenkins, with the request

that he convene the legislature immediately, with a view of calling a

convention to comply fully with the terms prescribed by the Sherman act, lately

passed by congress. 




On

motion of Colonel Calhoun the resolutions were adopted, and the meeting

adjourned. As the audience was dispersing, ex-Governor Brown came into the

hall, and was invited to address the people on the momentous issues of the day.

Governor Brown said he would not intentionally wound the feelings of anyone. He

thought it was time to pour oil on the troubled waters, rather than to excite

the flames of passion and attempt to divide the people by angry strife.

Congress had already taken action which placed the people all under a military

government. The President would undoubtedly, in a few days, appoint a commander

for this district, Georgia, Alabama and Florida, whose will would be the law of

the land; it would be a matter of discretion with that commander whether he

would allow any one charged with an offense to be tried by a civil tribunal, or

before a military tribunal, where the punishment and its mode of infliction

would alike be determined upon according to military laws. 




"Gentlemen,"

he said, "this is no child's play. It is a serious matter. It is such a

state of things as you and I have never seen. In view of our responsibilities,

then, is it becoming in us to quarrel with each other, or to indulge in a

spirit of fault-finding, or of crimination and recrimination? Is this a time to

stir up angry strife among ourselves, or to take each other by the throat? 




"The

great trouble with our people seems to be that they do not seem to recognize

the fact that they are a conquered people, and that they must submit to

whatever terms the conqueror may impose upon them. They forget that they no

longer have any power of resistance. The struggle has ended by the triumph of

the United States government. The controversy which commenced with the

different theories of Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson raged with more

or less fury from their day until it culminated in the breaking out of the

civil war in 1861, and the appeal to the arbitrament of the sword has been

decided against the South. Congress claims that both the war-making and the

peace-making power has been confided to it, and Congress has maintained the

supremacy in the contest with the president by passing the Sherman bill over

the veto of the President. What good could come of an appeal to the Supreme

Court? Do you not remember that a short time ago Governor Pierpont, of

Virginia, made a requisition on Governor Fenton, of New York, for the surrender

of a violator of the laws of Virginia? Governor Fenton refused to comply with

the requisition upon the ground that Virginia was not a State. The case was

carried to the Supreme Court and dismissed because the question was a political

one. As the issues involved in the Sherman bills are political ones, how could

anyone expect relief from an appeal to the Supreme Court?" etc. 




Governor

Brown's speech was a masterly argument, from his viewpoint, and his opinions

met with sympathetic hearers on this occasion. He urged in eloquent terms

submission to the terms of the Sherman bill. 




In a

letter addressed to William K. De Graffenried, of Macon, Senator John Sherman,

under date of March 12, 1867, expressed the opinion that the sixth section of

the bill bearing his name was too harsh, but declared it was put in in the

house as the result of opposition from both extremes, and at the request of

large numbers of Southerners. The objection to the bill was so strong, in the

North as well as the South, that congress was induced to pass a supplementary

reconstruction bill, by the provisions of which the commanding general in each

military district of the South should cause to be made a registration of all

male citizens of the United States, of the age of twenty-one or more, resident

in each county or parish in the state or states included in the district, which

registration should include only those who were qualified to vote for delegates

by the Sherman bill, and who should have taken and subscribed to an oath that

they had not been disfranchised for participating in rebellion and civil war

against the United States, nor for felony committed against the laws of any

state, or of the United States. Section 2 provided that an election should be

provided for by the generals commanding the several districts, for delegates to

a convention for the purpose of establishing a constitution and civil

government for the state, loyal to the Union, etc. 




The

memorable controversy between President Andrew Johnson and congress, which

nearly resulted in the impeachment of the president, was watched with the

deepest anxiety by the South, where the hopes and prayers of the people were

with the nation's chief executive. President Johnson supposed it was a

prerogative of his office to regulate the machinery of reconstruction in

accordance with his own ideas, and he set about the task without specific

instructions from the law-making body. The plan of the president was wise and

conservative, and he was not disposed to make a political Pariah of the South.

The terms he proposed were acceded to by the Southern people generally in a

good spirit, and the inauguration of his policy was attended with gratifying

results. But congress was not at all inclined to give President Johnson free

rein. Although a strong Unionist and one of the pioneers of Republicanism, he

was nevertheless a Southerner and regarded with suspicion by the more radical

element in the North. Congress denied the right of the executive branch of the

government to formulate and enforce a line of public policy that came within

the province of legislation, and the result was the Sherman Reconstruction Act,

which in fact overturned President Johnson's plans and undid what he had thus

far accomplished. The South supported the president, and hoped for his success

and vindication against the radical cabal, but in vain. He vetoed the obnoxious

bill, but it was passed over his veto. The last hope was gone. The more

conservative and sagacious leaders in the South then yielded all opposition to

the harsh and unrepublican measures imposed by the Federal lawmakers,

preferring peace even at the sacrifice of what they considered their

constitutional rights. This feeling prevailed more generally after President

Johnson declared his determination to enforce the Sherman law with the most

rigid fidelity, the more so because he had expressed his disapproval of the act

by the exercise of the veto power. 




However,

there were strong men in the South — for the most part irreconcilables of the

old regime, who raised the banner of moral revolt with all the old Confederate

fire. Robert Toombs, Ben Hill and Herschel V. Johnson were a strong

anti-reconstruction triumvirate in Georgia. Governor Jenkins remained true to

the spirit of the majority of his fellow citizens. He believed congress had

transcended the powers delegated to it by the constitution, and determined to

make a legal test of the matter in the court of last resort. Accordingly,

Georgia's chief executive filed an injunction against the operation of certain

of the provisions of the Sherman bill in that state, in the Supreme Court of

the United States, on April loth, 1867, a comprehensive extract of which

follows: 




"And

this complainant further shows that there is no adequate remedy in the premises

in any court of law, nor in any court of equity, save in this honorable court,

and that the threatened injuries to this complainant herein mentioned will be

committed and perfected within the next five or six months, and will be

consummated, perfected, and absolutely irreparable by any competent power or

authority to the entire destruction of the said state and its government, and

the proprietary rights aforesaid, unless the execution of the said acts of

congress be, as herein prayed for, restrained and prevented by the preliminary

order of injunction of this honorable court and its decree in the

premises." 




The

Supreme Court of the United States issued a subpoena in this case, which read: 




"The

State of Georgia, complainant, vs. Edwin M. Stanton, Ulysses S. Grant and John

Pope, greeting: For certain causes offered before the Supreme Court of the

United States, holding jurisdiction in equity, you are hereby commanded that,

laying all other matters aside, and notwithstanding any excuse, you be and

appear before the said Supreme Court, holding jurisdiction in equity, on the

first Monday in December next, at the city of Washington, in the District of

Columbia, being the present seat of the national government of the United

States, to answer unto the bill of complaint of the State of Georgia, in the

said court exhibited against you. Thereof you are not to fail at your peril.

Witness the Honorable Salmon P. Chase, chief justice of the United

States." 




General

John Pope, one of the three defendants named in the foregoing subpoena, had

been designated as commander of the Third Military District, comprising the

states of Georgia, Florida and Alabama, as provided in the Sherman

Reconstruction Act. The machinery of the new law was rapidly set in motion. On

Sunday, March 31, 1867, General Pope reached Atlanta by special train from Chattanooga.

Arrangements had been made by a number of citizens to give him a cordial

reception, and he was met at the depot by a committee of prominent Atlantans

and escorted to the National Hotel, where a reception was held. Hundreds of

people called to pay their respects, and the impression left upon them by

General Pope was quite an agreeable one. He appeared in civilian dress, and to

several of his callers expressed the hope that his future official relations

with the people of Atlanta would be pleasant. He left for Montgomery that

night, from which place he issued his first general order as follows: 




 




Headquarters

Third Military Division, 




Montgomery,

Ala., April 3, 1867. 




General

Orders, No. 1. 




In

compliance with general orders No. 18, dated headquarters of the army, March

15, 1867, the undersigned assumes command of the Third Military District, which

comprises the States of Georgia, Alabama and Florida. The districts of Georgia

and Alabama will remain as at present constituted, and with their present

commanders, except that the headquarters of the district of Georgia will be

forthwith removed to Milledgeville. The district of Key West is hereby merged

into the district of Florida, which will be commanded by Colonel John T.

Sprague, Seventh United States Infantry. The headquarters of the district of

Florida are removed to Tallahassee, to which place the district commander will

transfer his headquarters without delay. 




IL The

civil officers at present in office in Georgia, Florida and Alabama, will retain

their offices until the expiration of their terms of service, unless otherwise

directed in special cases, so long as justice is impartially and faithfully

administered. It is hoped that no necessity will arise for the interposition of

the military authorities in the civil administration, and the necessity can

only arise from the failure of the civil tribunals to protect the people,

without distinction, in their rights of person and property. 




III. It

is to be clearly understood, however, that the civil officers thus retained in

office shall confine themselves strictly to the performance of their official

duties, and while holding their offices they shall not use any influence to

deter or dissuade the people from taking an active part in reconstructing their

State government under the act of Congress, to provide for more efficient

government of the Rebel States, and the act supplementary thereto. 




IV. No

elections will be held in any of the States comprising this military district,

except such as are provided for in the act of Congress, and in the manner

therein established; but all vacancies in civil offices which now exist, or

which may occur by the expiration of the terms of office of the present

incumbents before the prescribed registration of voters is complete, will be

filled by appointment of the general commanding the district. 




John

Pope. Major General Commanding. 




 




General

Pope returned to Atlanta on the 11th  of April, and was tendered a public

banquet at the National Hotel, upon the evening of the following day. The

attendance was large and representative, and the excellent brass band of the

Sixteenth Regiment Regular Infantry, stationed at Atlanta, furnished the music

for the occasion. The details of the banquet are given by the Intelligencer as

follows: 




"General

Pope made a speech in which he said that he came to this State to perform a

duty as distasteful and embarrassing to him as it was disagreeable to the

people of Georgia. He expected to be received at least with indifference, if

not with positive dislike. Hence the hearty welcome he had received was an

assurance of the people's co-operation in the performance of his duties, and was

as unexpected as it was grateful, and encouraged the hope that his mission

would be both satisfactory and brief. The act of congress prescribed his duties

and the means by which they were to be performed; but the manner in which those

means would be used would necessarily depend so much on circumstances that he

could not lay down any rules at all. He should, however, endeavor to discharge

his duties with strict fidelity to the law, and with due regard to the rights

of all." 




The

report of the Intelligencer continued: 




V. A.

Gaskill as chairman of the committee of reception, offered as the first toast

of the evening, the following: "Our Pope — may he be as infallible as the

law has made him powerful." This toast was followed by applause,

indicative, as was thought at the time, more of the high appreciation in which

General Pope was held personally, than of the "infelicitous facetiousness

of the wording of the toast itself." In response the general said that the

legislation which he had been sent to Georgia to execute was conceived in no

spirit of hostility or bitterness to the South, but as the most speedy and the

most satisfactory means of restoring the Southern States to the Union. It was

based upon the theory that the political issues which had led to the late war

were dead, and should be buried as soon and deep as possible. The policy of

inaction based upon the recollection or revival of those issues could only be

destructive of those in whose interest it was inaugurated. The measures

proposed by Congress were proposed as a final settlement of the difficulties

then existing, and if accepted in the sincere spirit that prompted them the

troubles would at once be at an end. 




The next

toast was as follows: "The President of the United States." It was drunk

standing, and in silence, as was thought most appropriate under the

circumstances. As applicable to the case the following aphorism was cited:

"Speech is silver; silence is golden." 




The

third toast was, "The Thirty-Ninth Congress," which was responded to

by Colonel Farrow under the head of "The National Unity of the States, One

and Inseparable." 




The next

toast was, "Our Country's Flag," which was responded to by Judge

Lochrane, in a speech which was considered the inspiration of the evening. 




The

fifth toast was, "Reconstruction — let it proceed under the Sherman bill

without appealing to the Supreme Court of the United States, the arbiter of

civil rights, not of political issues." This toast was responded to by

Governor Brown, who said that the province of the Supreme Court was not to try

political but civil questions, and he had no doubt it would refuse to try the

questions raised by Mississippi and Georgia. He thought it unwise to bring that

question before that body at that time, because he thought it would tend to

embitter the feelings of the North against the South, as it would imply an

unwillingness to submit to the terms proposed by Congress as the basis of

reconstruction. 




"Our

Army and Navy — tested in war, we trust them in peace," was the next

toast. General Dunn responded to this toast, saying that he was greatly

gratified to find a general disposition among the people of Alabama and

Georgia, to proceed orderly and in good faith to reconstruct their State

governments in accordance with the recent acts of Congress. 




The next

toast was as follows: "The Press of our City — may it be the intelligencer

of this new era, and the Christian index; not a monthly but a daily opinion in

our home, and ever have clean proof against any impression that the devil may

set up against it." 




"The

State of Georgia" was the last toast. "May the civil and military

authorities act harmoniously together for her early reconstruction, and for the

protection of persons and property, without distinction of race or color."






The

sentiment in favor of swallowing the bitter reconstruction pill without a wry

face seemed to be a growing one, to judge by General Pope's reception; but the

nonconformists were many, and either held their peace and kept aloof, or

ridiculed the conformists as sycophants and fair-weather patriots. Governor

Jenkins was not one of those who "bend the pregnant hinges of the knee

that thrift may follow fawning." From Washington, where he was attending

to business connected with his injunction suit, he issued a patriotic address

to the people of Georgia, in which he freely expressed his opinions concerning

reconstruction under the Sherman bill, characterizing the measure as

"palpably unconstitutional" and "grievously oppressive,"

and advising the people to take no action with reference to the registration

provision, whatever might be the opinion of the United States Supreme Court.

General Pope took no notice of the governor's address, and addressed him a

letter, inquiring whether, when he issued the address, he had read his general

orders No. 1, and calling the governor's attention particularly to paragraph

III, which he declared was clearly violated in the address in question.

Governor Jenkins replied, under date of April 20th, 1867, that at the time the

offensive address was issued he had not seen the general order referred to, and

was ignorant of its existence. He wrote in a conciliatory but manly way,

expressing the hope that there would be no conflict or personal friction

between them in the discharge of their respective duties. In explanation of his

course, he said: "I supposed I was exercising such freedom in the public

expression of opinion relative to public matters, as seems still to be accorded

to the citizens of this republic, not imagining that it was abridged by the

accident of the speaker or writer holding office. So much for the past,

general, and I will only add that in future I shall do and say what I believe

is required of me by the duty .to which my oath binds me." 




General

Pope replied to this at some length, saying among other things: "The

existing state government was permitted to stand for the convenience of the

people of Georgia in the ordinary administration of the local civil law, and to

that end it should be carefully confined. You are debarred, as I am, from the

expression of opinion, or using influences to prevent the execution of the laws

of the United States, or to excite ill feeling in opposition to the general

government, which is executing these acts of congress," etc. 




General

Pope appointed Colonel E. Hulbert supervisor of registration, on May 13, 1867,

with his office at Macon, Ga. In his history of Georgia, Avery says of the

appointee: "Colonel Hulbert was an uncommon individual, cool, adroit,

managing, energetic, bold, personally very clever, and the most useful

instrument General Pope had. A large, powerful man, prompt, decisive, and with

superior administrative ability, he handled the problem of registration with

unvarying success for any measure he championed." 




On the

21st of the month an order was issued by General Pope in which his plan for

registering the citizens of Georgia and Alabama was set forth. In each district

a board of registration, consisting of two white men and one negro, was

appointed, the registrars to be compensated in accordance with the rules

applying to taking the census, the fees ranging from fifteen cents per name in

the cities, to forty cents per name in the remote country districts. 




In the

meantime, the opponents of the Sherman law were not inactive. Governor Jenkins

continued to exert a quiet influence in line with the sentiments expressed in

his famous address, and those old wheel-horses of secession. Hill and Toombs,

took the hustings to urge resistance to what they denominated an infraction of

civic liberty and a shameless usurpation of the commonwealth's inherent powers.

Robert Toombs, who had returned from his exile in Europe, boldly asserted that

he was prepared to judicially establish the right of secession. He said

Sherman's reconstruction act was the last straw to break the South's

overburdened back. Herschel V. Johnson published an open letter in which he

advised the people of Georgia to register quietly, but by no means to accept

the terms proposed by the Federal power. His advice was "never to embrace

their despotism," and he expressed the belief that the calmer reason of

the people of the North and West would assert itself in time to prevent the

overthrow of constitutional liberty. But the most active of the nonconformists

was Benjamin H. Hill. He entered into the fight for a people's rights with all

the impassioned zeal of his nature. He was especially bitter in his attacks on

the passive, neutral or. toadyish element among Southerners, and severely criticized

the course of ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown in lending his support to the

reconstruction policy. Mr. Hill made several speeches in Atlanta, all of which

were replete with glowing outbursts of eloquence, wit, irony, biting sarcasm,

and above all, stern denunciation and argument. The masses were with Mr. Hill,

and his influence was tremendous. His agitation did much to make the

reconstruction policy farcical, so far as the majority of the citizens were

concerned, and he was undoubtedly an element of disturbance to the carpet-bag

regime. General Pope was so much disturbed by the powerful opposition of Hill,

and his anti-reconstruction compeers, that he wrote a letter explaining the

necessity and purposes of the Sherman law. The following extracts are taken

from one of Mr. Hill's Atlanta speeches, delivered at Davis Hall during the

summer of 1867: 




"Human

governments, like everything else human, naturally tend to decay. They can only

be preserved by constant watchfulness, courage and adherence to correct principles.

There is no difficulty whatever in discovering when and how a nation is dying.

The great symptom of decay of government is a disregard of the fundamental law

of said government. Whenever a people come to treat lightly the fundamental law

of their own government, they have arrived at the most dangerous point that is

possible, short of entire destruction. Republics, above all forms of

government, are maintained by respect for law. If the people of the United

States fail to have a sacred regard for their own law — which is not like that

of other nations, to be ascertained by argument, by decisions or by searching,

but it is a plain written constitution — they will deserve the awful fate that

awaits them, and he who disregards its plain language has no excuse to shield

himself from the infamies of a traitor. 




"I

charge before heaven and the American people this day, that every evil by which

we have been afflicted is attributable directly to the violation of the

constitution. Tinkers may work, quacks may prescribe, and demagogues may

deceive, but I declare to you there is no remedy for us, and no hope to escape

the threatened evils but in adherence to the constitution. 




"A

difference of opinion as to the right of a State to secede from the Union,

brought on the war, which resulted in the success of the North; but now a new

issue is upon us. It is not a difference of opinion as to what the constitution

means, but its object is to set aside the constitution and to substitute

something else. That tottering, gray-haired candidate of Pennsylvania, for

perpetual infamy, who is building for himself a monument of malignity that will

overtop the pyramids of Egypt, said the constitution had nothing to do with it.

A great many of our own people say the constitution is dead. Now I affirm that

these military acts are not only contrary to the constitution, but directly in

the face of the amnesty oath which you were required to take after the

surrender 




"Some

of you who favor the acceptance of the military bills, take an oath to this

effect, and still intend to vote for a convention which you admit to be

contrary to the constitution. How is this? If you have a conscience, I have

said enough. If you vote for the convention you are perjured. Oh, I pity the

race of the colored people, who have never been taught what an oath is, nor

what the constitution means. They are drawn up by a selfish conclave of

traitors to inflict a death blow on the life of the republic by swearing them

to a falsehood. They are to begin their political life by perjury to accomplish

treason. I would not visit the penalty upon them. They are neither legally nor

morally responsible, but it is you — educated designing white men — who thus

devote yourselves to the unholy work, who are the guilty parties. You prate

about your loyalty. I look you in the eye and denounce you. You are, legally

and morally perjured traitors. You perjure yourselves and perjure the poor

negro to help your treason. You can't escape it. You may boast of it now while

passion is rife. But the time will come when every thought will wither your

soul, and make you hide from the face of mankind. I shall discharge the

obligation of the amnesty oath. It required me to support the constitution and

the emancipation of the negro, and I do. I will not bind my soul to a new

slavery — to hell, by violating it. I talk plainly, but I simply want to strike

the incrustation of hardened consciences and make men feel and realize their

true situation. By all you hold dear. I warn you, that by accepting the

military bills, you inaugurate a measure that will exterminate the African

race. Some of you who have come among us have taken the negro by the arm.

telling him that you are his friend, and that you gave him his liberty. Ye hypocrites!

Ye whited sepulchers! You mean in your heart to deceive, and to buy up the

negro vote for your own benefit. The negroes know no better. But I would ask

them, 'If these men are faithless to the constitution of the country, how can

they be faithful to you?" They are not fit to be trusted by any animal,

dog or man. They are not capable of being the friends of anybody but

themselves. I don't pity the whites so much, who are to suffer by these

measures. You knew what your duty was. and you did it not. and if you are

beaten by many stripes we have the authority of Scripture for saying that your

punishment is just. But oh. it is sad to see that constitution trampled underfoot

and the country destroyed, only to perpetuate their hellish dynasty, and

to see some of our own people join in this unholy work, calling upon us to submit

and become the agents of our own dishonor! This is sad. sorrowful, and fills me

with shame. Oh. how sorry a creature is the man who cannot stand for the truth

when the country is in danger! There never was such an opportunity as now for a

man to show of what stuff he is made. How can you go about the streets and say:

'All is wrong, but I cannot help it!" You want courage; you are a coward.

You lack courage to tell the truth. You would sell your birthright for a

temporary mess of pottage, even for a little bit of a judgeship or a bureau

officer's place." 




By the

provisions of a general order issued by General Pope on the 21st of May. 1867.

the state senatorial districts were adopted as the election districts, and the

counties of Fulton, Cobb and Clayton therefore composed the thirty-fifth

election district. The two white registrars appointed for this district were

Henry G. Cole, of Marietta, and C. W. Lee. of Jonesboro. The city of Atlanta

had a special board composed of Dr. Joseph Thompson and T. M. Robinson. The

completed registry in the city was: 




First

ward — white, 523. colored, 396; second ward — white, 280, colored, 200; third

ward — white, 181, colored, 203; fourth ward — white, 343, colored, 521; fifth

ward — white, 438, colored, 281; total white registry, 1,765; total colored

registry, 1,621; grand total, 3,386. The registry in the district was: Fulton

county — white, 2,419, colored, 1,920, total, 4,339. Cobb county — white,

1,648, colored, 573, total 2,221. Clayton county — white, 553, colored, 219,

total, 772. The total district registration, therefore, was 7,332. of which

number 4,620 were whites and 2,712 blacks. 




By

virtue of a call of the executive committee of the Conservative Union party, a

mass convention was held in Atlanta on the 12th of October, 1867, for the

purpose of choosing delegates to the district convention called to convene in

the city of Atlanta on the 19th of the same month. After the selection of

Charles Latimer as chairman and Dr. Charles Pinckney as secretary, a committee

of five was named by the chair, on motion, to nominate delegates to the

convention in question. The names of thirty-four delegates were reported. On

motion, the following resolution of the Conservative Union executive committee,

adopted at a meeting held at Atlanta on the 7th of the same month, was adopted

and considered as a part of the proceedings of the meeting: 




"Resolved,

That the citizens of Clayton, Cobb and Fulton counties, who are opposed to a

state convention and the reconstruction of Georgia under the

'Sherman-Shellabarger" bills, and supplements, are invited to send

delegates to the district convention, in the city of Atlanta, on Saturday,

October 19th, for the purpose of nominating seven candidates to represent said

counties in a state convention called by Brevet Major-General Pope, U. S.

A." 




A

supplementary resolution was adopted with enthusiasm, congratulating and

sending greeting "To the gallant Democracy of Pennsylvania and Ohio for

their great victories and noble defense of the sublime principles of

constitutional liberty." 




On

October 19th, the district convention met in Atlanta in conformity

to the call, and organized by electing Judge Echols, chairman, and Henry

Hillyer, secretary. The speeches made were bitterly denunciatory of the Federal

reconstruction, and the ticket nominated was designated "the

anti-convention, anti-reconstruction, anti-radical ticket." Delegates were

nominated as follows to the "so-called" state convention,

"should such a body be called by the voice of the people of Georgia to

assemble:" J. B. Key, of Clayton county; W. T. Winn and Daniel R. Turner,

of Cobb county, and James P. Hambleton, E. M. Taliaferro, T. T. Smith and James

E. Gullatt, of Fulton county. 




The

election began on October 29th, 1867, and continued until sundown on the 30th,

when the registrars received an order from General Pope to keep the poles open

until 6 o'clock p. m., November 2nd. The general stated in the order that the

extension of time was made necessary by the fact that owing to delays in

voting, many citizens would be deprived of the privilege of suffrage unless

they were given more time to deposit their ballots. He said he took this action

upon the recommendation of a majority of the registrars. 




General

Pope issued his order for the meeting of the state convention to frame a

constitution and inaugurate a civil government for Georgia, on the 19th of

November, 1867, as provided by the act of congress. When framed by the

convention, the constitution was to be submitted to the registered voters for

ratification. 




In the

meantime, the "anti-radicals" were active in their opposition to the

reconstruction programme. They called a state convention to meet at Macon, on

December 5th, "to save Georgia from negro domination and radical

rule." The adherents of the conservative party in Atlanta met in mass

meeting at the city hall on the 23rd of November, to nominate delegates to the

Macon convention. Judge Jared I. Whittaker was chosen as chairman, and Dr.

Charles Pinckney, secretary. A resolution was introduced by Col. T. T. Smith,

providing for the appointment of a committee of five to nominate twenty

delegates to the Macon convention. The nominating committee, which consisted of

John Thomas, John C. Whitner, Dr. James F. Alexander, John M. Clark and Judge

Echols, returned thirty names instead of twenty, as provided in the resolution,

and their action was approved by the meeting. 


















 




 




CHAPTER III. THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION




 




The

constitutional convention met in conformity to the call of General Pope, on

December 9th, in the city hall at Atlanta. When the temporary organization was

effected the first day with J. L. Dunning as chairman and Walter L. Clift

secretary, 130 delegates presented their credentials — 108 white and 22

colored. There were 140 delegates present on the second day. when J. R. Parrott

was elected permanent chairman; P. M. Sheibly, permanent secretary, A. E.

Marshall, assistant secretary; M. J. Hinton, sergeant-at-arms; William H. De

Lyons (colored), doorkeeper, and a colored man of the name of Campbell,

messenger. Colonel R. B. Bullock offered a resolution that a committee of seven

be appointed by the president to wait upon General Pope and advise him that in

obedience to general orders No. 89 the constitutional convention was assembled

and organized, and invited him to address the body. General Pope was escorted

into the hall by the committee and made a brief address on the requirements of

the situation, and wishing the convention success in its responsible task. The

speech was received with much applause. 




On

December 28th, 1867, General Pope was removed from his command, and

Major-General George G. Meade, the Union commander at Gettysburg, appointed to

succeed him. General Pope left Atlanta on the 2nd of January, 1868, accompanied

by his family and two members of his staff. Quite a demonstration of

friendliness on the part of the citizens attended his departure, several

hundred people accompanying him to the depot and cheering as the train moved

out. A band from the post, and all the post officers, helped to make the

general's departure impressive. General Meade put in his appearance four days

later, in the company of three staff officers — General R. C. Drum, Colonel

George Meade and Colonel C. D. Emory. He was accorded as hearty a welcome as

General Pope upon his arrival in Atlanta, and entered at once upon the

discharge of his duties. 




This

change was made during the holiday adjournment of the constitutional

convention. There had been much dissatisfaction with General Pope's methods of

administration, and it was represented to President Johnson by some of the most

influential citizens of Georgia that reconstruction could be accomplished more

speedily and with much less friction under a different commanding officer. It

was not urged against General Pope that he was tyrannical or unduly arbitrary

by nature, but that he was too easily influenced by unscrupulous upstart

politicians who had no interests or sympathies in common with the people of

Georgia. The ring that Pope surrounded himself with was in the highest degree

odious to the better element of citizenship. Still, much of the opposition to

General Pope undoubtedly had as its basis opposition to the policy he had been

sent south to enforce, and the prime movers who effected his removal were

mainly the political enemies of the dominant national party. There can be no

doubt but that President Johnson was in sympathy with the majority element of

the states subjected to the harsh measures of reconstruction, and lent a

compliant ear to the many complaints and charges brought against General Pope.

When, at length, he transferred the obnoxious officer to a different field of

service, there was much rejoicing in Georgia, and better things were predicted

of the Meade administration. As has been stated, the constitutional convention

which convened in Atlanta upon the order of General Pope, remained in session a

very brief time before adjourning over the holidays, and in the interim the

change of commanders was made. One of the last official acts of General Pope

was to order State Treasurer John Jones to pay to N. L. Angier, disbursing

officer of the constitutional convention, the sum of $40,000 which it had voted

itself for the payment of its expenses. General Pope's order was dated December

20, 1867, and Treasurer Jones responded on the next day declining to pay the

amount because he was "forbidden to pay money out of the treasury except

on the warrant of the governor and the sanction of the comptroller-general, and

having entered into heavy bonds for the faithful performance of the duties so

prescribed." General Pope's removal came so soon after the issuance of the

order that he took no action with reference to the matter, but left the

settlement to his successor, General Meade. 




This

action of the constitutional convention was vehemently denounced by the

conservative element in the state, and General Pope came in for a large share

of the criticism. During the last few weeks of his administration he had been

the target for much newspaper and forensic abuse, and to judge from the

anathemas hurled at him, the Northern student of the Southern situation must

have thought Georgia was about to draw her sword again in the defense of state

rights. In Atlanta there was no little ill-feeling toward General Pope. On the

4th of January a number of citizens who were dissatisfied with the general's

administration of his office met in mass meeting and adopted a preamble and

series of resolutions with reference to the manner in which the duties of the

commanding general of this military district should be performed, in part as

follows: "His (General Pope's) indorsement of the action of the so-called

State convention, and its attempts to draw from the public treasury $40,000 to

defray the expenses of said unconstitutional assemblage, conceived as it was in

fraud and brought forth in iniquity, is a direct violation of the act of

Congress which prescribes the mode and manner of their payment, and at the risk

of prostituting the credit, and to the dishonor of the State; and hence it is

he was surrounded while in this city by evil counsellors in civil life to whom

he lent a listening ear, and whose thirst for office influenced them to counsel

to further oppression and degradation of our people, in order that they might

fatten on the spoils thereof; therefore, be it 




Resolved,

That this meeting, composed of conservative citizens of Fulton county, do

hereby tender their acknowledgments to President Andrew Johnson for the removal

of Brevet Major-General John Pope from the command of the Third Military

District. 




Resolved,

That while this meeting is unalterably opposed to the military acts of

Congress, under which it is proposed to 'reconstruct' the Southern States, and

while it disclaims any wish (were it possible) to influence the action of

Major-General George G. Meade, politically or otherwise, yet it can but express

its gratitude that our people shall have in him, as military commander of this

district, a gentleman and a soldier, who, we have reason to believe, will

uphold and not destroy the civil government of the state; who will respect and

not trample underfoot the civil laws he may find in force, and who will restore

those set aside by his predecessor, who will guarantee freedom from fraud and

corruption in registrars, managers or voters, in any future elections, registrations

that may be held under said military acts; and who will tolerate, in its

fullest extent, freedom of speech and of the press in the discussion of the

great questions affecting the present and future welfare of the people of

Georgia. 




"Resolved,

That entertaining these views with reference to General Meade and the course he

will pursue in the administration of this office, we welcome him to our city

and trust he will continue his headquarters at Atlanta, as commander of the

Third Military District." 




The next

resolution provided that a committee be appointed to formally welcome General

Meade to Atlanta and present him with a copy of the resolutions. The

resolutions provided for sending a copy to the president of the United States.

The committee of seven provided for in the foregoing resolutions had a very

pleasant interview with the new commander, and the impression he made on the

people of Atlanta who met him the first few days was a favorable one. 




On the

8th of January, the constitutional convention reconvened in the city hall, with

a full attendance of delegates. There was a feeling that the removal of General

Pope would have a tendency to make the body more conservative and more amenable

to "old-line" influences. Delegate Clift introduced an important ordinance

the first day, the object of which was to express the sense of the convention

as to the relations of a state to the central government. The ordinance in

question was as follows: 




"Whereas,

In times past the opinion gained currency that all persons residing in and

subject to the laws of Georgia, owed allegiance to the government thereof, and

that that allegiance was paramount and superior to any duty or obligation to

support the government of the United States, and 




"Whereas,

Said opinion is incorrect, ruinous, and productive of evil, therefore, we, the

people of Georgia, in convention assembled, do ordain and declare that our

first allegiance is due to the government of the United States, and that no

authority does exist, has ever existed, or can exist among us or in us, capable

of dissolving us from our allegiance to the government of the United

States." 




Ex-Governor

Brown was a leader of the conformist wing of true Georgians. On the 9th of

January he was invited by resolution to address the convention, which he did

with his characteristic eloquence and mental acumen. Among other things he

said: 




"The

opposition is led by some of the most sagacious statesmen of this country, who

will profit by any mistake you make. It is true, some of its assumed leaders

are unprincipled, unscrupulous demagogues, who have great powers of

declamation, but no judgment, and who have always led every party, which has

followed them, to destruction. Such men, conscious of their own moral obliquity

and dishonesty, naturally suppose all others as unprincipled as themselves, and

denounce all who differ from them as knaves, fools or corrupt traitors. Such

men will spare no pains, willfully, to mislead and deceive the people both as

to your motives and your acts. Having been on all sides of all political

questions, they have no pride of character, and no love of the truth, and care

nothing for principle or for the peace of the country if they can but get

office." 




With

reference to negro suffrage and the fear that the negro would rule the State of

Georgia, Governor Brown said: "But those who affirm that we are to have

negro government, have not even the pretext of numbers to sustain them. Take

the registered voters under the Sherman bill, and the whites have two thousand

majority. There are from the best estimates we can make about five thousand to

ten thousand disfranchised. Put these numbers together and you have about

fifteen thousand majority of white men. Now, my friends, you say we have

superiority of race, intellect, education, experience, property, that we are

superior to the negro race in all the elements necessary to constitute the

governing class. The reconstruction acts give them the right to vote, but not

to hold office; then tell me we are to have negro government under the

Congressional plan of reconstruction with all these advantages, sustained by

fifteen thousand majority! The idea is simply ridiculous. The dishonest

demagogues who use it are of the same class who denounce universal,

indiscriminate white suffrage for having destroyed the peace and prosperity of

the country, and saddled upon an innocent and unborn posterity burdens too

grievous to be borne. The objection with them, when we look to the bottom of

it, is not stronger against negro suffrage than it is against universal

suffrage. They are opposed to both. Their doctrine is that the few — the true

aristocracy — should rule, and that the ignorant mass, as they regard them,

should have nothing to do with government but to obey its behests. It is the

old doctrine, that only those born of the aristocracy should govern. It is the

few supplying the government to the many. But in this era it will be a

failure," etc. 




In

defense of General Pope, Governor Brown said that the general had not, as

charged, "gerrymandered" the State so as to give it over to negro

domination, and that the editors and speakers who had made so much fuss over

that question, and who had done General Pope so much injustice, should put

their heads together, and with the acts of Congress as their guide, which

General Pope was obliged to obey, and the basis of representation established

by the laws, and take the map of Georgia and lay the State off in the proper

number of election districts composed of contiguous territory into anything

like reasonable shape, and do more justice between the races than was done by

General Pope, in adopting the senatorial districts as the election districts.

His opinion was that it could not have been done. 




How much

of an improvement General Meade was over General Pope, in the estimation of the

"anti-radicals." can be judged by his removal of the governor and

treasurer of the State of Georgia from office, by virtue of the power of

military law. The difficulty was over the old matter of paying the expenses of

the constitutional convention. January 7th, 1868, General Meade addressed a

letter to Provisional Governor Jenkins, requesting, or, rather, commanding him,

to draw a warrant on the state treasurer for the sum of $40,000, to defray the

necessary expenses of the constitutional convention, which Treasurer Jones had

declined to do under the administration of General Pope, alleging as the reason

for his refusal that the constitution under which he took his oath of office

did not permit such action on his part, without a warrant from the governor,

and the approval of the comptroller-general. Governor Jenkins answered the

letter of the military commander on the loth, to the effect that after careful

consideration, and the clearest conviction of duty, he must respectfully

decline to comply with the request, for in complying he would be guilty of

deliberately violating the state constitution of 1865, and the constitution of

the United States as well General Meade replied tartly to Governor Jenkins,

under date of the 13th, informing him that his action made it incumbent upon

him to remove Governor Jenkins from his office, as his refusal to issue the

necessary warrant, as requested, was palpably an obstruction of the

reconstruction laws. At the same time he removed State Treasurer Jones. The

order under which these two high officials were removed and their places filled

by officers of the United States army, is as follows: 




 




"Headquarters

Third Military District. 




"Dept.

Ga., Ala. and Fla., 




"General

Order No. 8: Atlanta, Ga., January 13, 1868. 




"I.

Charles J. Jenkins, provisional governor, and John Jones, provisional treasurer

of the State of Georgia, having declined to respect the instructions of, and

failed to co-operate with the major-general commanding the Third Military

District, are hereby removed from office. 




"II.

By virtue of the authority granted by the Supplementary Reconstruction Act of

Congress, passed July 19, 1867, the following named officers are detailed for

duty in the district of Georgia: Brevet Brigadier-General Thomas H. Ruger,

colonel Thirty-third Infantry, to be governor of the State of Georgia; Brevet

Captain Charles F. Rockwell, Ordinance Corps, U. S. Army, to be treasurer of

the State of Georgia. 




"III.

The above-named officers will proceed without delay to Milledgeville, Ga., and

enter upon the discharge of the duties devolving upon them, subject to

instructions from these headquarters. 




By order

of 




General

Meade. [Official] 




R. C.

Drum, Assistant Adjt. General. 




George

K. Sanderson, Capt. and Act. Asst. Adjt.-General. 




A

protest went up from the "Conservative Democracy" that echoed throughout

the length and breadth of Georgia. The newspapers and publicists of this

faction turned upon General Meade with ah the fury of invective at their

command — and such men as Hill and Toombs were at no loss for sulfurous

adjectives. General Meade did not go out of his way to placate the

anti-reconstructionists, but asserted in defense of his action that he had no

alternative as a faithful public officer but to enforce the organic act of

congress, so long as Georgia was not restored to her former place in the Union.

Historian Avery, referring to the manner in which General Pope and Meade

performed their unpleasant duties during the reconstruction period, says: 




"To

their credit be it said that generally they wielded their authority with

respect to old usages and established rights; and where they broke over the

conventional forms they did it under the soldiers' spirit of obedience to

orders. They were directed to enforce the reconstruction measures, and they did

it to the letter." 




Governor

Jenkins, upon his removal from office by General Meade, went to Washington,

carrying the great seal of the State. and about $400,000 of money, which was

placed in New York, to pay the public debt. He filed a bill complaining that

Ulysses S. Grant of Illinois, George G. Meade of Pennsylvania, Thomas H. Ruger

of Wisconsin, and C. F. Rockwell of Vermont, had illegally seized the State's

property and imprisoned the State treasurer, and asked an injunction of said

parties from further spoliation. 




In the

winter of 1867-8, at the height of the reconstruction excitement, a young men's

Democratic club was organized in Atlanta, with Hon. E. F. Hoge as president.

The movement attracted a representative and vigorous following, and the club was

looked to by the old-school Democracy to keep the rising generation of

Georgians free from radical contamination. There was no danger of perversion,

however, to judge from the constitution and by-laws adopted by the

organization. The club went enthusiastically to work to secure the best

speakers and take practical, systematic measures to solidify the Democrats of

Georgia against carpet-bagism and the wrongs of reconstruction. 




The

Young Men's Democratic Club held a meeting on March loth, 1868, in Davis Hall,

at which Hon. B. H. Hill delivered one of his characteristic anti-radical

addresses. Wallace P. Reed says of the speech: "At the beginning he

employed a very fine analogy, comparing the current of politics to the Niagara

river, calm and peaceful for a distance, then changing to the rapids, and at

last to the precipitous descent." Mr. Hill said in part: 




"The

issue is wholly changed. It had ceased to be a constitutional question. The

issue now pressing is one of actual political life and of social domination.

Nothing more startles the man of thought, nothing more startles the reader of

history, than the giddiness with which the people are riding the rapids to

destruction, almost unconscious of what awaits them. The great difficulty of

the times is this; The people have no regard for the truth. They have no love

for it, not a particle. I rather think you think more of deception than you do

of truth, and that is the reason why so much deception is practiced. The church

and society are all at fault. The people are at fault upon this question. Why,

it has not only grown into a habit, but it has become a maxim that it is no

harm to tell a lie in politics. My friends, a political lie is the worst of all

lies, and ought to be held more infamous than all others. 




"I

deny that the time has yet come when it is necessary for a man to stand up

before an intelligent audience and argue the constitutionality of the question

now sought to be thrust upon you. There is no man who does not need a guardian,

but knows they are unconstitutional, and you know it. The question is not as to

whether you understand it, but whether you have virtue enough to do what you

know is right. And, people of Georgia, the issue is made. You are to be called

upon to determine whether you will have truth or falsehood. I know that now,

and indeed for many years back, the air has been full of policy, policy,

policy; the making of this bargain, and that bargain I will venture now to say,

and I hope I shall offend nobody, though indeed I do not care if I do, in

telling the truth, that there are over fifty men this day in Atlanta, who have

come here to see if they cannot have some office from one party or the other. I

have been speaking to them for the past two days, and so many of them, too,

that I begin to think I almost cease to be respectable. Belonging to no party,

I support that party which I think is right, and that party today is

represented by these young men — the Young Men's Democratic Club. I deem it my

duty to come before you today, and put on record for posterity my views of the

constitution, which is framed for your support, and the reasons why I deem it,

and declare it, infamous, etc., etc. 




"I

am not going over the old argument which I had the honor to present to an

audience in this same hall, at an earlier period in our history, by which I

proved that the authority which authorized this matter was originally

unconstitutional and void. I say so still, and every man knows that it is.

Everybody knows that the convention assembled here to frame a constitution for

the people of Georgia, had no more authority to do so than had my young friend

sitting here. But even if the original authority were absolutely valid, everybody

knows that the convention was not called by an honest vote. I say it was

falsely counted, and you know it. I say it was fraudulently managed, and you

know it. But put all that by, a convention illegally called, and falsely

authorized., is enough to justify an honest man in condemning its action,

whatever that action may be." 




On March

11th , 1868, the constitutional convention adjourned, but before it dissolved

it resolved itself into a nominating convention and named Rufus B. Bullock as

its candidate for gubernatorial honors. A grand ratification meeting was held

by the "radicals" a few nights later, and the campaign was

inaugurated with a bitterness of feeling never before equaled between opposing

political parties in Georgia. The Democrats, or "Conservatives,"

nominated that gallant Confederate General, John B. Gordon, after first

consulting General Meade as to his eligibility to hold the office, if elected.

General Meade gave as his opinion that General Gordon was eligible, and he was

accordingly nominated. Three days were occupied in the election — April 20, 21,

22. The vote in Fulton county (including Atlanta, the vote of which could not

be ascertained), was, on the question of ratifying the constitution: for,

2,229; against, 2,019. For governor: Bullock, 1,914; Gordon, 2,357. For congressman:

Adkins, 1,958; Young, 2,193. Bullock was declared elected, and the

reconstructionists were in high feather. 




Governor

Bullock was inaugurated, with Georgia literally at the point of Federal

bayonets, and his first official act was to issue a proclamation convening the

legislature, as follows: 




"Under

authority granted by an act of congress, entitled 'An Act to Admit the States

of North Carolina, South Carolina. Louisiana, Georgia, Alabama and Florida to

Representation in Congress," which this day becomes a law, the persons who

were elected members of the General Assembly of the State, at an election held

on the 20th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd days of April last, and who are eligible to

office under said act, are hereby notified to convene in the city of Atlanta,

at 12 m. on Saturday, the 4th day of July next." 




Wallace

P. Reed gives the following interesting account of the first meeting of the

legislature under the reconstruction regime: 




"The

legislature convened according to this proclamation, and on the 21st of the

same month, Governor Bullock transmitted to them a message containing a

communication from General Meade, stating that inasmuch as the two houses of

the general assembly had complied with his communication of the 8th instant,

with respect to the eligibility of its members, under the act of congress and

the fourteenth article constitutional amendment, he had no further opposition

to make to their proceeding to the business for which they had been called together.

He said that he had considered the two houses properly organized since the 18th

inst. 




"Governor

Bullock stated to the Legislature, that, according to the act of congress to

admit certain states to the Union, passed June 25, 1868, the legislature was

required to ratify the amendment to the constitution, proposed by the

Thirty-ninth congress, and known as the fourteenth article, and by solemn

public act to declare the assent of the state to that portion of said act of

congress which makes null and void the first and third subdivisions of section

seventeen of the fifth article of the state constitution, except the proviso to

the first subdivision, before the state could be entitled to representation in

congress as a state of the Union. Both houses of the legislature therefore

passed the following resolution: 




"Resolved,

By the Senate and House of Representatives, that the amendment to the

constitution of the United States, known as article fourteen, proposed by the

Thirty-ninth congress, which is as follows, [here followed the amendment]: be

and hereby is ratified by the State of Georgia. The vote upon this resolution

was as follows: Senate, for, 28, against, 14; House, for, 89, against, 69. 




On the

next day, July 22, Governor Bullock was inaugurated in the hall of the House of

Representatives. Governor Bullock said that through the clemency of the general

government, under the fostering care and protection of which they had

assembled, they were permitted to inaugurate a civil government that would

supersede the military power, which had been supreme in this State since the

failure of an attempt to establish the sovereignty of separate States in

opposition to the constitution of the Union framed by the people of the United

States. At the close of Governor Bullock's inaugural. Judge Erskine

administered the oath of office, and then Benjamin Conley, president of the

Senate, read the following proclamation: 




"Know

ye, know ye, that Rufus B. Bullock is hereby declared governor of the State of

Georgia, for the term of four years from the date prescribed by the

constitution, for the commencement of his term. God save the governor and the

commonwealth of Georgia!" 




Some

little applause followed this announcement, after which a voice from the end of

the chamber was heard above everything else with the exclamation, "Go it,

niggers!" which created quite a sensation. 




Thus was

Georgia restored to the Union. There was a meeting at the National Hotel that

evening, at which Governor Bullock made a neat speech, and General Meade

expressed his satisfaction that the State had been restored. It was on this day

that the proceedings of the military commission were suspended, and the

Columbus prisoners sent to Columbus. 




It still

remained to elect two representatives to the Congress of the United States,

which was done on the 29th of July. The Hon. Joshua Hill was elected for the

long term by a vote of no to 94 for Joseph E. Brown; and Dr. H. V. M. Miller

was chosen for the short term by a vote of 119, to 73 for Foster Blodgett, 13

for Seward, and 7 for Ackerman. In commenting on this action of the

Legislature, the Intelligencer said the results were glorious. 




The city

of Atlanta was full of excitement and congratulations over the selection of

these two distinguished gentlemen to Congress. An immense crowd gathered in

front of the United States Hotel, and were addressed by Hon. Joshua Hill, Dr.

Miller, General John B. Gordon, Hon. Warren Akin, Colonel Cowart and Hon. A. W.

Holcombe. 




At the

election held for president of the United States, November 3, 1868, the vote in

Atlanta was as follows: For Horatio Seymour, 2,455; for U. S. Grant, 2,443.

I" Fulton county the vote was: for Seymour, 2,812; for Grant, 2,474. 




One of

the episodes of the reconstruction era was the murder of G. W. Ashburn, of

Columbus, Ga., in Columbus, March 31, 1868. Ashburn was a native of North

Carolina, had been in Georgia fully thirty years, and was a member of the

Constitutional convention. The murder created considerable excitement

throughout the State. The military took the matter in hand, and arrested on

suspicion William R. Bedell, Columbus C. Bedell, James W. Barber, Alva C.

Roper, William L. Cash, William D. Chipley, Robert A. Funis, Elisha J.

Kirkscey, Thomas N. Grimes, Wade H. Stephens, John Wells (colored), John

Stapler (colored) and James McHenry (colored). All parties were released on

bail in the sum of $2,500 each, some four hundred citizens of Columbus, of both

races, going on the bond. 




The

military court organized to try them convened in Atlanta, June 29, 1868.

McPherson Barracks being the place of the trial. The military court consisted

of Brigadier-General Caleb C. Sibley, colonel Sixteenth Infantry; Brevet

Brigadier-General Elisha G. Marshall, U. S. A.; Brevet Brigadier-General John

J. Milhau, surgeon U. S. A.; Brevet Colonel John R. Lewis, major Forty-fourth

Infantry; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Robert E. A. Crofton, captain Sixteenth

Infantry; Brevet Major Samuel E. St. Onge, captain Sixteenth Infantry; Brevet

Captain George M. Brayton, captain Thirty-third Infantry; Brevet Major-General

William McKee Dunn, assistant judge advocate-general of the United States army,

was appointed judge advocate of the commission. The council for defense was

composed of Alexander H. Stephens, L. J. Gartrell, James M. Smith, J. N.

Ramsey, Martin J. Crawford, H. L. Benning and R. J. Moses. The prosecution was

conducted by Brigadier-General W. M. Dunn, ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown, and

Major W. M. Smyth. Following are the charges and specifications upon which the

prisoners were arrested and tried, but it will be seen that there were those

named in the specifications who were not named as among those arrested and

giving bonds, and some of those who were arrested were among those tried on the

charge. Charges and specifications ..against Elisha J. Kirkscey, Columbus C.

Bedell, James W. Barker, William A. Duke, Robert Hudson, William D. Chipley,

Alva C. Roper, James L. Wiggins, Robert A. Wood, Henry Hennis, Herbert W. Blair

and Milton Malon. Charge— murder. Specifications — In this, that the said

(persons above named) on March 31st, 1868, in the city of Columbus, in the

county of Muscogee, State of Georgia, in and upon one George W. Ashburn, then

and there in the peace of the State, feloniously and willfully, did make an

assault, and did then and there feloniously, unlawfully, and with malice

aforethought, discharge pistols loaded with powder and leaden balls at said

George W. Ashburn, and with said balls, discharged as aforesaid, did wound the

said George W. Ashburn in the left leg above and near the ankle joint, and with

said balls, discharged as aforesaid, did wound the said George W. Ashburn in

the lower part of the nates; and with said balls, discharged as aforesaid, did

wound the said George W. Ashburn in the forehead, and which said wound

inflicted as aforesaid in the forehead was mortal, and of which said mortal

wound inflicted in manner and form as aforesaid, the said George W. Ashburn did

then and there die; and the said (persons named above), in manner and form

aforesaid, feloniously, unlawfully, willfully, and of their malice

aforethought, did then and there kill and murder, contrary to the laws of this

State, good order, peace and dignity thereof. These charges and specifications

were signed by W. H. Smyth, Captain Sixteenth Infantry, and Brevet

Major-General U. S. A. 




At the

request of Mr. Stephens, a postponement was granted until June 30. On this day,

the trial began by the filing by Mr. Stephens, for each of the prisoners, an

answer in plea to the charge and specifications, each pleading that he was not

guilty of the crime set forth in the charge and specification. But in putting

in this answer and plea as in their statement, they said they had no personal

objection to any member of the court before its organization, and they repeated

that they did not wish to be understood as admitting the rightful jurisdiction

of the court, constituted and organized as it was, under the rules and articles

of war, to try offenses according to the customs of war, to take charge of the

trial of offenses against the laws of Georgia. The trial, however, proceeded,

and on the twentieth day thereof an order was received by the court from

General Meade, suspending further proceedings until orders should be received.

On July 25. 1868, the prisoners were taken to Columbus, Ga., under guard, and

there turned over to Captain Mills. They were shortly afterward released on $20,000

bail, the bond being intended to secure their attendance at court, should any

charge be brought up against them in the future. Nothing further was ever done

in their case. 




An

incident in the history of Atlanta is worthy of preservation in this connection,

as it belonged to the reconstruction era. It was what appeared to some as an

earnest attempt to erect in or near the city of Atlanta, a monument to the

memory of Abraham Lincoln, then lately murdered in Washington by John Wilkes

Booth. On the 20th of September, 1867, J. L. Dunning, as president of the

Lincoln National Monument Association, presented a memorial to the city

council, together with a verbal explanation of what it was expected and

intended to accomplish, with reference to the erection of a monument to

President Abraham Lincoln in Atlanta. Richard Peters moved that the memorial be

referred to a special committee to be appointed by the mayor. The motion

prevailing, the mayor appointed as such committee Richard Peters, E. E. Rawson

and A. W. Mitchell. At the next meeting of the council, which occurred on the

27th of the same month, the special committee, to whom had been referred the

memorial of the Lincoln National Monument Association, submitted the following

report: 




"To

the Honorable Mayor and Council: 




"Your

special committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the Lincoln National

Monument Association, respectfully recommend the city to appropriate ten acres

of land for the use of the association, and for a city park, so soon as the mayor

and council shall be satisfied of the ability of the association to carry out

in good faith, the erection of a monument, and the improvement of the grounds

in accordance with the scale of expenditure, viz., $750,000 to $1,000,000,

proposed in the verbal statement made to the council by J. L. Dunning,

president of the association. Respectfully, 




"R.

Peters, 




"E.

E. Rawson, 




"A.

W. Mitchell, 




"Committee."






 




A motion

was then made to adopt the report of the committee, upon which Mr. Gullatt

demanded the ayes and nays. The result of the aye and nay vote was as follows:

Ayes, Richard Peters, A. W. Mitchell, E. E. Rawson, W. B. Cox, J. A. Hayden and

E. W. Holland. Nays, Messrs. Gullatt, Anderson, Terry and Castleberry. 




The

council adopted the report not with the expectation that the monument would

ever be erected, because they were fully satisfied in their own minds that the

amount of money spoken of in connection with the enterprise, $1,000,000, could

never be raised, but because, the question once having been brought to their

attention, they preferred in this way to put a quietus upon the matter without

subjecting themselves to harsh criticism from the friends of the reconstruction

of the State of Georgia. Their judgment as to the ability of the association to

raise money proved to be correct, and the troublesome question never was

revived. 


















 




 




CHAPTER IV. ATLANTA FROM 1870 TO 1880




 




The

compiler of this work is indebted to Col E. Y. Clarke's valuable little history

of Atlanta for many of the facts contained in this chapter. This author deals

exhaustively in personal movements during the period indicated in the foregoing

title, and as the city waxes greater and early memories grow dim, it is well to

preserve such interesting reminiscences. 




By 1870,

Atlanta — whatever may be said of Georgia — was pretty well

"reconstructed." Atlanta had reason to feel rather kindly toward the

reconstructionists, for the city was their headquarters during the period of

military rule, and after the civil machinery was in motion, the capital of the

state was permanently located in Atlanta. 




The

beginning of the decade of which this chapter treats witnessed unprecedented

activity in Atlanta. The town was booming, to borrow a westernism, and real

estate in desirable localities was held at fancy figures and transfers made on

that basis. One of the finest buildings of a public nature erected at this time

was the De Give opera house, now known as the Columbia theatre. Atlanta was

immensely proud of her new opera house, which Forrest, Booth and other great

actors who have retired from life's stage, pronounced unsurpassed in acoustic

properties. With the grandeur of De Give's grand opera house before us, the

following description of what was regarded as the finest play-house of the

early '70's in the South, taken from an illustrated pamphlet on Atlanta of that

period, will interest many: 




"From

the days of the Roman and Grecian amphitheaters, when the plaudits of the

people greeted the productions of the ancient playwrights, the stage has occupied

an historical place in the annals of nations. The names and works of men who

have become eminent in the world of letters from Sophocles to Shakespeare, have

been perpetuated not more by the intrinsic merit of their genius, than by the

influence and popularity of the theatres and the effective presentation of

their drama. There is as much ability, good judgment and business knowledge

requisite in the management of a first-class opera house, so called in modern

nomenclature, as in any other business pursuit in life. Most cities in Europe

and in this country of any metropolitan pretensions consider an opera house a

necessary institution, and one of the best evidences of culture and refinement,

and a certain indication of commercial progress and wealth. Among Atlanta's

public buildings the opera house occupies the place of honor in the front rank.

It is at once a credit and an ornament to the city, and is regarded by its

citizens with justifiable pride. The house was built in 1869, and remodeled and

enlarged in 1871. It was again enlarged and the front of the building changed

in 1882. The interior arrangements are admirable. The auditorium is divided

into parquette, balcony and gallery, and has a seating capacity of 2,000. The

seats are comfortable, and the decorations elegant and attractive. The stage is

complete in all its appointments, its area being 37 x 67 feet. The dressing

rooms are nine in number, supplied with every convenience, water, gas, etc. The

building is four stories high, and has a frontage on Marietta street of 100

feet, extending back on Forsyth street 105 feet. It is disconnected with any

other building on three sides, and is provided with five exits, affording every

facility for the speedy evacuation of the building in case of fire. It is lighted

by gas and heated by hot air throughout. In fact, everything is elegant,

pleasing and attractive. A series of entertainments are given, which embrace

all the leading artists in all departments of the histrionic art, presenting a

round of amusements which never fail to draw crowded houses and give entire

satisfaction to the patrons of the theatre. M. L. De Give, the owner and

manager of this handsome and attractive place of amusement, has resided in

Atlanta for twenty-five years, and among his fellow citizens is highly esteemed

for integrity, reliability, liberality and enterprise. Socially, he is the best

of companions, and in business he has attained an enviable reputation for

honorable and upright transactions. He takes great pride in the profession, and

superintends in person the entire business of the theatre. A visit to his opera

house cannot fail to be productive of much pleasure and enjoyment." 




It was

in 1870 that H. I. Kimball built the first Kimball House — a magnificent

six-story structure, in few respects, inferior to the present beautiful

building built on the same site. In the same year, the corner-stone of the

Catholic church was laid by Father Ryan; the Fourth Baptist Church was built by

John H. James, and among the more pretentious residences erected were those of

Richard H. Clark, on McDonough street, and B. F. Wyley, on Washington street.

The famous Republic Block, in its day the finest business block in Atlanta, was

built on Pryor street by ex-Governor Joseph E. Brown, Judge O. A. Lochrane, and

a number of other prominent Atlantans, in 1871, during which year some four

hundred buildings went up in the city. Among them was the present decrepit

"car-shed," then the magnificent "union passenger depot,"

the pride of the Atlantese. Historian Clarke referred to the effete structure

as "one of the largest and finest iron depots in the United States,

jointly constructed by the railroad companies." The first "Austell

Building" was built on Decatur street that year; also the beautiful

residence of Judge John L. Hopkins, on the corner of Gilmer and Collins

streets; that of Z. D. Harrison, clerk of the Supreme Court, on McDonough

street; those of A. G. Howard and W. A. Hemphill, on Pryor street. In 1872

another church — the Fifth Baptist, was built by John H. James; a three-story

building on Broad street by ex-Governor Brown; a splendid 52 by 140 feet, slate

bank-vault, agricultural warehouse, by Mark W. Johnson; a building for his

hardware business, by Thomas M. Clarke; and residences by John N. Fain, on

Pryor street, J. T. Eichburg, on Forsyth street, Rober & Clarke, on Houston

street, and W. B. Cox, on Ivy street. In 1873 James R. Wylie built a two-story

brick on Broad street; Daniel Pittman one on Wall street; Julius L. Brown a

residence on Washington street; J. T. Glenn one on the same street; James R.

Wylie one on Peachtree street; and Joseph Thompson, jr., and others, erected

residences. 




"In

1870 came W. C. Dodson, the job printer, now at the head of Dodson's

Printers" Supply Co., doing an extensive business in every Southern state

east of the Mississippi; the Wilsons — -W. S. and J. C. — the latter becoming

the largest coal dealer in the city; also John B. Goodwin, from Cobb county,

who was admitted to the bar in 1871, and three times elected to council. In

1871 came James H. Low and Clarence F. Low, from New Orleans, leading insurance

agents, and E. H. Thornton, of the firm of Lynch & Thornton, booksellers.

This year also brought us valuable citizens from the North and West, among them

W. G. Goodnow, from Wisconsin, a man of great energy and business capacity, who

planned the Republic Block, got up the stock of and organized the Citizens'

Bank, and was at a later date made general business manager of the Atlanta

Rolling Mill. Among valuable citizens from the North may be mentioned W. C.

Morrill, a gentleman of large means and liberality, and who has contributed

greatly to the success of the Library Association." 




In 1873

the local census showed a bona fide population of 30,869. This was the dark

"panic year" that brought so much disaster to the entire country, and

of which Colonel Clarke says: "The Air Line Railroad was finished, and

many improvements, under way at the beginning of the year, were completed. But

in this year a great monetary crisis befell the country, and the financial

panic swept like a whirlwind over Atlanta. Building stopped, the wheels of

progress were clogged, the prices of real estate tumbled tremendously, and

business was prostrated. Of course, this state of things caused general damage,

and all suffered; but to the great credit of Atlanta, and of the sound

foundation of its business prosperity, few large houses were seriously

affected, and though the crash of great houses and banks was resounding in all

cities of the land, not a single bank in Atlanta fell, though there was a run

on all of them. It is true that Mr. James' bank suspended, but the suspension

was only temporary. With his characteristic judgment and decision, he threw a

hundred thousand dollars of his real estate immediately upon the market, which,

though sold under the auctioneer's hammer at a great sacrifice, furnished him

ready money, and tended to restore to him public confidence. In less than sixty

days his bank was all right again. Thus no bank in Atlanta was crushed.

Business, however, was prostrate; but a people whom fire and sword, and consequently

monetary bankruptcy, could not destroy, would not be kept down by a financial

panic and its effects, however disastrous. Progress soon began to manifest

itself; indeed, as always in the career of Atlanta, there was not an absolute

halt in its onward march. St. Luke's Episcopal Church and a German Lutheran

Church were added to its houses of worship, and a Cumberland Presbyterian

Church was organized. 
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