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“I want that red dress bad.


  I want it to confirm


  your worst fears about me,


  to show you how little I care about you


  or anything except what


  I want”


    – Kim Addonizio, “What Do Women Want?”


“for life


  It is rather a determination not to be overwhelmed.


  for work


  The truth can only be recalled, never invented”


    – Marilyn Monroe
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The video advert IDs her as a creative professional:


jacket and trouser in biscuit, roll neck, canary,


caramel shades she rests easy behind. Through them,


she controls how much is seen, what can be accessed.


When she turns to stretch, exposing her jawline,


the light slides across the rims


like sun against skyscraper.


She is taller than she has ever been.


I wonder how much of her I could become.


If the exact pair will help


leave a trail of chic in my wake,


a breeze people will brush against


when I stroll past them out in the city,


white background permanent behind me.





Thalassophobia






A good boy



is proper and photogenic / has lived too charmed a life / does not flinch after a joke (other boys endure harder things) / searches for humour around the corner / stays until the laughter thins / is thankful to be alive / takes whatever is pushed into him / frowns through pain / makes way for the pleasure / enjoys the taste of cigarettes inside a man’s mouth / comes with perfect moans / the perfect O shape / offers a hug when his top cries during sex / maintains good posture / lives inside someone else’s trauma / out of politeness / comes straight from work to listen to you vent / boba in tow





Sando



from Tagalog – [noun] sleeveless undershirt


When they speak of the Second Coming


like all kids do on a Sunday afternoon,


they say Jesus will take you first


because you have always been easiest. You


who never pick at the santan flowers,


who never bothered to impress the girls


or size up to the boys. You


always with the plastic animals


while they practised kissing, swearing


inside abandoned houses.


They found you amusing,


their little pet, their question mark


chasing around the afternoon,


so unaware of your self, its lack of muscle,


straps of white undershirt


clinging to weightless shoulders.





At the Mall



Supreme quality, throws the saleslady’s pitch:


material so strong it can even be used abroad.


My mother nods, eyes focused on the leather bag.


I watch her feel every button, each stitch,


run the gold-toned zip back and forth


before swinging it onto her shoulder,


handbag, crossbody.


I watch her imagine the hollow full


of small toiletries, phone, charger,


everyone’s passports, the thickest jacket she had


laid flat on top for after the layover,


the jacket that will still be too thin once she lands


at Heathrow Terminal 2. British cold


welcoming her with a sharp, rush wind,


her shoulder firming the strain.





Both wrists silvered, watch me deflect
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