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Physical Characteristics of the Toy Fox Terrier


(from the American Kennel Club’s breed standard)


Head: Elegant, balanced and expressive with no indication of coarseness.


Ears: Erect, pointed, inverted V-shaped, set high and close together.


Expression: Intelligent, alert, eager and full of interest.
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Eyes: Clear, bright and dark, including eye-rims, with the exception of chocolates whose eye-rims should be self-colored. The eyes are full, round and somewhat prominent…with a soft intelligent expression.


Neck: Carried proudly erect, well set on, slightly arched, gracefully curved, clean, muscular and free from throatiness. It is proportioned to the head and body and widens gradually blending smoothly into the shoulders.


Nose: Black only with the exception of self-colored in chocolate dogs.


Muzzle: Strong rather than fine, in proportion to the head as a whole and parallel to the top of the skull.


Forequarters: Well angulated. The shoulder is firmly set and has adequate muscle. The shoulders are sloping and well laid back, blending smoothly from neck to back. The forechest is well developed. The elbows are close and perpendicular to the body. The legs are parallel and straight to the pasterns which are strong and straight while remaining flexible.


Coat: Shiny, satiny, fine in texture and smooth to the touch.


Body: The topline is level when standing and gaiting. The body is balanced and tapers slightly from ribs to flank. The chest is deep and muscular with well sprung ribs. The back is straight, level, and muscular. Short and strong in loin with moderate tuck-up. The croup is level with topline and well-rounded.


Tail: Set high, held erect and in proportion to the size of the dog. Docked to the third or fourth joint.


Hindquarters: Well angulated, strong and muscular. The upper and lower thighs are strong, well muscled and of good length. The stifles are clearly defined and well angulated. Hock joints are well let down and firm. The rear pasterns are straight. The legs are parallel from the rear


Color: Tri-color: Predominately black head with sharply defined tan markings on cheeks, lips and eye dots. White, Chocolate and Tan: Predominately chocolate head with sharply defined tan markings on cheeks, lips and eye dots. White and Tan: Predominately tan head. White and Black: Predominately black head. (Note: In all colors, body is over 50% white, with or without body spots.)


Size: 8.5–11.5 inches, 9–11 preferred, 8.5–11.5 acceptable.


Feet: Small and oval, pointing forward. Toes are strong, well-arched and closely knit with deep pads.
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Considered to be an American breed through and through, the Toy Fox Terrier (once called the AmerToy) derives entirely from British stock.
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What a never-ending series of contradictions this smart-looking little fellow is! The Toy Fox Terrier is a “new kid on the block” when it comes to the American Kennel Club’s registry, and at the same time the breed’s name has practically been a household word in the US for over half of a century. There’s no doubt at all that the Toy Fox Terrier is an “all-American” product, but his roots are entirely British. And even at that, although his ancestors came directly from the British Isles, he’s all but unknown there.


Now, after all these years, the Toy Fox Terrier may just become the dog du jour on the American show scene. So, what about this “new” little breed? Just what is his story? To fully understand how this delightful little companion dog came to be what he is today, we must skip back in time—way back!


ORIGIN OF THE TERRIERS


If we travel back to about 3500 to 2000 BC, we find that, among the descendants of the rugged Northern wolf, a rather distinct group of dogs to which the Toy Fox Terrier owes his earliest beginnings had evolved. This group produced many of the small breeds that were developed in the Neolithic lake-dwellings of the northernmost regions of Europe. This family was known as Canis familiaris palustris or, more commonly and interchangeably, as “the dog of the lake” and “the peat bog dog.”


Although the exact role of these dogs in regard to the tribes with which they lived remains unknown, it is believed that they may have served as what we have come to think of as watchdogs—those who sound the alarm by barking when danger threatens. The alert nature, rapid vocal response and protective devotion to home and hearth of the descendants of these dogs certainly give credibility to this theory.
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This tiny fox, known as the bateared fox, Otocyon megalotis, barely reaches 12 pounds, but more usually 7 pounds, comparable to the size of Toy Fox Terriers today. The Toy Fox’s larger cousins were named for their skill at hunting fox.


The dog was also used by the Neolithic pile-dwelling people to follow and confront foxes and badgers in their holes. The lithe build, aggressive nature and lightning-fast responses of the dogs made them particularly suitable for hunting small vermin.


From this original source, crossed with a good number of other breeds already in existence, many new breeds were eventually developed—among them the terrier breeds that were developed in Europe; more specifically, in England, Scotland and Ireland. These terrier dogs retained the smaller size, mercurial nature and lightning speed of their spitz ancestors and were similarly extremely devoted to their owners. They required little space, were hardy and kept the vermin population in check.


Among the many variations of these terrier dogs, there were those that were looked upon as having no fear of any other living animal. Sydenham Edwards, a noted sporting authority and author of the 19th century, had a great deal to say about these dogs in Cynographia Britannica, which was published in 1800: “The terrier is querulous, fretful, irascible, high spirited and alert when brought into action; it is not what he will bear, but what he will inflict. His action protects himself and his bite carries death to his opponents…He dashes into the hole of the fox, drives him from his recesses, or tears him to pieces in his stronghold; and he forces the reluctant, stubborn badger into light. He will trace with the foxhounds, hunt with beagle, find for the greyhound, or beat with the spaniel.”


Between the years 1800 and 1805, a great number of sporting books and works on hunting and dogs was published, all of which dealt more or less with terriers. Many of the terriers were described as being black with tan legs, tan muzzles and a spot of the same over each eye. There was an occasional reddish fawn. White dogs with spotted markings were at first rare but were to grow increasingly popular. Some were rough-coated, others smooth.




GENUS CANIS


Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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On some dogs, the ears were small and sometimes erect. It is interesting to note that the ears and part of the tails of many of the dogs were cut off. This was undoubtedly done to give their quarry less purchase when it came to a confrontation.


Size varied widely, with most falling in the 10–20-pound range. Stonehenge, however, who was a noted dog author of the day, wrote of terriers that ranged in weight between 6–10 pounds and still others who would weigh as much as 20 pounds. However, it appears that most authorities of that time readily agreed that dogs above that size were too big to effectively pursue their quarry.


The success of several strains of these dogs in the sport of fox hunting had long since earned them the name “Fox Terrier” and the earliest known picture of a dog referred to by that name was Colonel Thornton’s Pitch, a prickeared white dog with black head marks and a spot at the root of the tail.


By the time that Fox Terriers had begun to attract the public’s attention in the mid-1800s, most of the dogs were white and they were seen in both rough and smooth coats. It appears that when they began to make their appearance at dog shows, the smart clean lines of the smoother-coated dogs had great appeal.
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Note the small terrier-like dogs frolicking in the foreground of this famous Flemish painting.


The first class ever offered for Fox Terriers was in June 1862 at the North of England Second Exhibition of Sporting and Other Dogs show held in the Agricultural Hall, Islington, London. A black and tan marked dog named “Trimmer” from Colonel Arkwright’s Oakley Hunt strain defeated an entry of 20.


The following year, however, was a historic point in the development of the Fox Terrier because the entry of the Birmingham show included three Fox Terriers—Old Jock, Old Trap and Tartar—who were destined to become the foundation of the breed as we know it today. It is appears to be conclusively believed by all involved in the breed that all Fox Terriers, smooth-coated or wire, trace back to these three dogs. The trio is also credited with stimulating the interest that ignited the meteoric rise to popularity of the Fox Terrier in England and then the rest of the world.


It is worth noting here that at the same time that interest in the Fox Terrier was blossoming, prominent dog writers frequently made reference to the “diminutive toy terriers” that had become highly fashionable with the ladies of the day. Both Stonehenge in Dogs of Great Britain, America and Other Countries and Hugh Dalziel in British Dogs, Volume II, gave considerable attention to the little dogs.


Both authors made mention of the difficulties encountered in breeding dogs of typical quality that were also of the highly desirable small size. Breeders resorted to the use of the King Charles Spaniel and Italian Greyhound to reduce size. Unfortunately, as the authors indicated, use of the King Charles resulted in “apple-headed ‘uns” and those from the Italian Greyhound crosses showed “the wheel back and tucked up flank” of the Italian Greyhound.
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WHITE IN THE COAT


The early Fox Terriers in England were predominantly brown or tan with black markings. White spotted or whole white dogs were rare. However, it was the masters of England’s hunt kennels who popularized the white dogs. They realized that the hounds, bent on the chase, could mistake the darker terriers for the fox in their hunting frenzy. The white Fox Terrier made it easier for both hound and hunter to tell the difference.





[image: image]


The King Charles Spaniel was crossbred into the small Fox Terrier, unfortunately resulting in dogs with undesirable “apple” heads.
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The elegant Italian Greyhound contributed its petite size to the Toy Fox Terrier, but also introduced the rounded topline, which is not desirable in the Toy Fox.


There were also very small dogs born among the Fox Terriers that came from more conventional stock. Collectively, the small Fox Terriers amounted to sufficient numbers to warrant some talk of classes just for them at the time, but their popularity remained solely with the general public and not among the show aficionados.


THE FOX TERRIER SAILS THE ATLANTIC


“Tort,” a smooth-coated Fox Terrier bitch, is given official credit as the first of her kind to be sent to America, arriving at the close of the 1870s. She was soon followed by other exports from England’s leading breeders of the day.


The Fox Terrier was no less well received in America than it had been in Great Britain. By 1885, many highly regarded and influential dog men of the day had become interested in the breed. Through their efforts, the American Fox Terrier Club was founded.


The foregoing is the official history of the Fox Terrier’s early days in America. But at the same time we can only surmise that there was more than one emigrant from the British Isles who was not about to embark on his journey to the US without his treasured family dog. So, while Tort may be given official recognition as the first of her kind to arrive in America, this says nothing of the many Fox Terriers who undoubtedly sailed the Atlantic and took up residence in the United States without note. And if the “diminutive toy terriers” existed in Britain, their home country, they were just as likely to have been stowed away on journeys to America.


While the official exports thrived on the American show scene, the smaller dogs seemed to have a unique charm all their own that particularly suited the purposes of dog lovers across America. The little dogs fulfilled the needs of those who wanted a home companion that was small enough and affordable enough for even the most humble dwelling. The dogs were clever, easily taught and affectionate, and the ladies of the household loved them because they got along with everyone in the family.


Capping off all of their charm, intelligence and convenient diminutive size was a unique ability to keep the vermin population under control. The little Fox Terrier, unlike many other small breeds, had hunting instincts that even earned it the respect of the men of the family. Who could not appreciate the pluck and lightning speed with which the little dogs could dispatch vermin indoors and out!
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RISE TO POPULARITY


The first separate classes for Fox Terriers in Great Britain were offered in 1863. Entries were negligible at best. Within ten short years of that time, the Fox Terrier had moved from obscurity on the British show scene to remarkable celebrity. There were 276 Fox Terriers entered at the Nottingham show in 1872. The breed, and particularly the Smooth variety, grew from strength to strength and, just two years after The Kennel Club was established in 1876, the Fox Terrier Club was founded. The Fox Terrier Club followed the establishment of England’s oldest specialty club, that for Bulldogs, by only one year.





Thus the “runts” of the Fox Terrier world took on a persona of their own and earned a name and respect for themselves totally apart from that reserved by the dog-show-going public for the larger specimens of the breed. Individuals across the country began intentionally breeding for the smaller size. In some sections of the country, the small dogs were known as “Fyce” or “Fiest” dogs—a name so given due to their plucky and fiesty natures.
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COMPANY LOGO


The great popularity of the Fox Terrier in America prompted the RCA Victor Company to use the breed as part of its logo. “His Master’s Voice” pictures a black and white Smooth Fox Terrier cocking his head and listening intently from the sounds emerging from one of the company’s “victrolas.” The picture remains a highly identifiable symbol to this day.





In 1915, some breeders of the little terriers approached the American Kennel Club (AKC) in hopes of having the dogs registered there. Their application to have the dogs accepted as a separate and distinct breed from their larger ancestors was rejected.


Disappointed but not disheartened, the dedicated breeders turned to the United Kennel Club (UKC) for assistance. The UKC had been founded by Chauncey Z. Bennett in 1898, just a few years after the AKC had opened its doors. The UKC had already begun to register Smooth Fox Terriers in 1912. The organization agreed to accept the smaller dogs into their registry, but simply as Smooth Fox Terriers rather than as a separate breed.


What followed was constant struggle and indecision among the breeders on the subject of size. The supporters of the small dogs realized that achieving their goal as a separate toy breed was hopeless in so long as they were a part of, and using, the larger Smooth Fox Terrier in their breeding programs.


By 1920, the group initiated their appeal to the UKC for separate breed status, but their cause was hard won and it was not until 1936 that the UKC awarded separate and distinct status to the dogs as Toy Fox Terriers. The first litter, of just a single puppy, was registered under that breed name on February 24, 1936. The Toy Fox Terrier was on its way.


THE EARLY YEARS


Most dog breeders will quickly agree that it is much easier to breed a good large dog than it is to breed a good small dog. This was no less true for the Toy Fox Terrier and, as it has in countless other breeds in their formative years, ideal size quickly became a point of disagreement.


From the beginning of mankind’s putting its hand to the breeding of dogs, it has been apparent that development of any breed required objectivity and ingenuity. Often this came in the form of resorting to crossing out to an already well-established breed to introduce a desired characteristic into the new breed being developed.


There is no written documentation of the introduction of Chihuahua or Toy Manchester Terrier blood into the breeding programs of the rapidly developing Toy Fox Terrier. However, it is generally accepted among many long-time breeders that this is so. Even casual observation of the differences that exist between today’s Smooth and Toy Fox Terriers would indicate that some intervention other than simple selectivity would have to have taken place.
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Today’s Smooth Fox Terrier, one of the world’s most recognizable purebred dogs, is the obvious progenitor of the Toy Fox Terrier breed.


[image: image]


The Toy Manchester Terrier, also known as the English Toy Terrier, is believed to have been crossbred with the Toy Fox.
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The Chihuahua, without competition the world’s smallest pure-bred dog, likely contributed to the development of the Toy Fox Terrier.


Undoubtedly for this and other important reasons, it became apparent a few years after the Toy Fox’s recognition that, in order to develop consistency in the breed and provide leadership, a central authority for the Toy Fox Terrier had to be established. On August 31, 1949, Dr. E. G. Fuhrman called together a small group of diehard Toy Fox Terrier fanciers to organize a breed club devoted solely to the best interests of the breed. A constitution and by-laws were drafted, ushering in the National Toy Fox Terrier Association (NTFTA).


Over the following ten years, the NTFTA was tireless in its efforts to establish breeding guidelines and standards of excellence for the breed. Their hard-won success in doing so was rewarded by the UKC on August 31, 1960, when the UKC closed the official stud book to registration of any Toy Fox Terrier other than those bred from dogs already included.


No more positive step could have been taken on the breed’s behalf. Through the efforts of fanciers breeding under the auspices of the NTFTA and the UKC, the Toy Fox Terrier as we know it today was developed. The following years brought ever-increasing uniformity in the breed and gave birth to the rise of several bloodlines predominant in respect to quality and consistency.


QUEST FOR AKC RECOGNITION


In 1994, successful Toy Fox Terrier breeder and exhibitor Chrystyne Gettman began to contact and organize breeders throughout the country who shared her interest in obtaining additional recognition for the Toy Fox Terrier through AKC acceptance. Finding enthusiastic national support, a meeting was held in Yakima, Washington that same year and the group established the American Toy Fox Terrier Club (ATFTC). Chrystyne Gettman was elected president. Diana Morse was named custodian of the organization’s registry.


In 1998, the naming of Mike Massey as president and Laura Perkinson as liaison to the AKC marked accelerated efforts in respect to AKC recognition. With the assistance and support of the entire membership, their efforts were rewarded. The Toy Fox Terrier was admitted to the Miscellaneous Class of the AKC on April 1, 2001. Further progress was made as the breed and its proponents received their ultimate goal: full recognition of the Toy Fox Terrier as a member of the AKC’s Toy Group beginning January 1, 2003.


What an incredible journey this breed has taken since the days of Colonel Thornton’s Pitch, Colonel Arkwright’s Trimmer and that portentous trio of Old Jock, Old Trap and Tartar at the Birmingham show in England. Certainly, the Toy Fox Terrier is an American breed, but it goes without saying that England can take a bow for having produced such a solid foundation upon which the breed is based.
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Toy Terriers are revered around the world, as shown in this postage stamp from the Malagasy Republic (currently Madagascar).
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Before anyone tries to decide whether or not the Toy Fox Terrier is the correct breed for him, a larger, more important, question must be asked. That question is, “Should I own a dog at all?” Do not assume that the diminutive size of the breed eliminates work and responsibility. On the contrary, all dogs, large or small, demand commitment and consistency. They are not like some hobbies that you can put away on a shelf until you get back “in the mood.”
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“Is this breed good with children?” Provided that the children are well behaved and taught how to correctly handle a small dog, this is an excellent choice for a family with children.




FIRST UKC DOG


The United Kennel Club designated the Toy Fox Terrier as a separate and distinct breed for the first time on February 24, 1936. The first to dog to be registered by the UKC under the newly designated name was a puppy from a litter of one, bred by Mrs. I. H. Young of Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania.





Dog ownership, regardless of breed, is a serious and time-consuming responsibility that should not be entered into lightly. Failure to understand this can make sheer drudgery out of what should be a rewarding relationship. It is also one of the primary reasons that thousands upon thousands of unwanted dogs end their lives on the streets or as the wards of humane societies and animal shelters.


If the prospective dog owner lives alone and environmental conditions are conducive to dog ownership, all that person needs to do is be sure that he has a strong desire to make the necessary commitment that dog ownership entails. In the case of family households, however, the situation is a much more complicated one. It is vital that the person who will actually be responsible for the dog’s care truly wants a dog. In many households, the additional responsibility of caring for the family pets often falls on one member of the family. Children are away at school all day. In many families, both parents work, but often it is one of the parents who is saddled with the additional chores of housebreaking, feeding and trips to the vet. What was supposed to be a family affair eventually becomes another responsibility for one family member!


Nearly all children love puppies and dogs, and will promise anything to get one. But childhood enthusiasm can wane very quickly and it will be up to the adults in the family to ensure that the dog receives proper care. Children should be taught responsibility with regards to owning a pet, but to expect a living, breathing and needy animal to teach a child this lesson is incredibly indifferent to the needs of the animal.


In the case of toy breeds and toddlers, common sense must be employed. A very young child cannot be expected to understand the care required in handling these small dogs. On the other hand, with proper instruction, children old enough to understand how to handle a small dog can learn to enjoy the exuberant personality of the Toy Fox Terrier and the dog in turn will love gentle children.
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CROWD FAVORITES


During the 1920s and on through the days of the Great Depression in America, there was little money available for entertainment. Traveling road shows surviving on voluntary contributions or admissions of a few pennies became popular. More often than not, trick-dog acts shared the billing with other acts, and the tiny Fox Terriers proved especially entertaining in this respect. They quickly became crowd favorites from coast to coast.







ON-LEASH ONLY


A Toy Fox Terrier should always be on-leash and under control when not in the safe confines of your home. The breed’s curiosity can lead to complete disregard for rules and training—what he sees on the other side of the street may call more loudly than your voice. Likewise, the Toy Fox Terrier is not beyond flinging himself at a passing Doberman Pinscher or Great Dane in order to protect you.
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There are also many households in which the entire family is gone from early morning until late in the day. The question that must be asked, then, is who will provide food for the dog and give him access to the outdoors for housebreaking? An adult dog can wait to relieve himself for longer periods of time, but it is totally unfair for anyone to expect a young puppy to be left alone (and to “hold it”) for the entire day.
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