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Preface

If you have picked up this booklet, it’s safe to say you are interested in hope—understanding it, finding it, and resting in it. Ours is a world in terrible turmoil. People are angry; cynicism and despair are on the rise, and the nightly news reminds us we are only one terrorist plot away from another national nightmare. Oh, how we need to grasp the soul-settling hope found in the pages of God’s Word—not only grasp it, but allow the hope of God to fill and overflow our hearts, transforming us into people who are confident and at peace with themselves, their God, and their circumstances.

You may not realize it, and it may seem odd, but the sufferings that are scratching at your door are the very windows through which God wants to shine his brightest rays of hope. He wants to illumine your heart with his peace, power, and perspective.

That is why I have written this special booklet, Hope. . . the Best of Things. For more than forty years, I have lived in a wheelchair as a spinal cord-injured quadriplegic, and believe me, I would never have made it this far were it not for the heaven-sent hope found only in Christ, the Blessed Hope. It is my prayer that the stories I share on the following pages, as well as the insights about suffering and the goodness of God, will draw you closer to him. May this little book be your guide toward a fresh, new perspective on your hardships and heartaches. I ask only that you read with prayerful expectancy as to the hope and help God desires to shine upon you this day!

Joni Eareckson Tada
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HOPE IS HARD TO COME BY

Sometimes hope is hard to come by. Like the other week when I visited my friend Gracie Sutherlin in the hospital. Gracie has been volunteering at our Joni and Friends’ Family Retreats for many years, and despite her age of sixty-one, she’s always been energetic and active with the disabled children at our camps. All that changed a month ago when she broke her neck in a tragic accident. Gracie has always been happy and buoyant, but when I wheeled into the intensive care unit to visit her, I did not even recognize the woman lying in the hospital bed. With tubes running in and out of her, a ventilator shoved down her throat, and Crutchfield tongs screwed into her skull, Gracie looked completely helpless. She couldn’t even breathe on her own. All she could do was open and close her eyes.
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