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  Far Gone was first produced as a co-production between Roots Mbili Theatre & Sheffield Theatres at The Crucible Theatre, with support from Theatre Deli Sheffield,

  2022.
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  Joseph Kony and the LRA




  The mid-to-late 1980s was a time of political turmoil in Uganda, particularly in the sub-region of Acholiland in the north, near the border with Sudan. Following the removal from power of Idi

  Amin in 1979, the country’s first free and full elections took place in late 1980 and saw former leader Milton Obote (the man Amin seized power from) become President for the second time. His

  election was contentious, however, with widespread accusations of vote-rigging and voter suppression, and various rebel groups remained at large who did not recognise his Presidency, including the

  National Resistance Army headed by Yoweri Museveni.




  As the second Obote regime took power, Museveni and his NRA continued to wage a rebel bush war, scattering into rural areas and proving difficult to fight against effectively. Despite this,

  Obote remained President until mid-1985, when the army Commander Tito Okello, frustrated at what he felt was a tribal bias from Obote, seized power through another military coup. Okello immediately

  sought to engage in peace talks with rebel groups, including Museveni and his NRA, who even signed final treaties with him in late 1985. However, while these talks were ongoing, Museveni had been

  secretly plotting an assault on Kampala, which he enacted in early 1986, overthrowing Okello and finally seizing power himself. Museveni remains President to this day.




  Further into 1986, as Museveni consolidated his rule, he pushed any remaining resistance forces loyal to Okello further north into Acholiland, attempting to disarm the local population as they

  did so. This met with resistance from a suspicious local population (who had been brutally treated by the Amin regime when they were disarmed in 1971) which in turn led to violent reprisals. This

  infliction of violence on local people led to greater resentment of Museveni’s forces, and eventually a new rebel group was formed, a combination of vengeful local civilians and the remains

  of Okello’s troops, called the Uganda People’s Democratic Army. This new UPDA adopted similar tactics to Museveni’s own NRA, spreading into rural areas and using guerrilla tactics

  in another bush war.
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