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            For Ros and Colin

dancing like that for forty years.

         


      

   


   
      
         

             Premiere Production


         

         Either was first performed at Hampstead Theatre Downstairs on 19 September 2019. The cast, in alphabetical order, was as follows:

         
             

         

         Gabriel Akuwudike

         Patrick Knowles

         Isabella Laughland

         Bianca Stephens

         Lizzy Watts

         Tilda Wickham

         
             

         

         Director  Guy Jones

         Designer  Bethany Wells

         Lighting  Jamie Platt

         Sound  Jon McLeod

         Movement  Rachael Nanyonjo

      

   


   
      
         

            Characters

         

         
            The play is written about one couple

            A

            B

            It can be performed by any actors of any genders. The play should be performed with a cast of no less than four actors of various genders and races, who swap in and out of the main two roles and form the ensemble.

            Speaking roles in the ensemble are

            Cleaner (C)

            Passenger (P)

            Danny (D)

            Therapist (T)

            Nurse (N)
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               AUTHOR’S NOTES

            

         

         The interludes are written to be performed by the ensemble. They can be performed in any order. They can be performed at other times during the play (in between scenes, for example) but they should reach their peak between Scenes Eight and Nine.

         
            An asterisk * indicates a moment when the cast could switch roles. These can be altered or added as the company sees fit.

            A forward slash / indicates where a character interrupts someone who is already speaking with the following line.

            An ellipsis … indicates a line where someone intends to speak but can’t find the words.

            A blank space in place of a printed line indicates a beat of silence.

            A line with a dash at the end indicates that the speaker either trails off or is interrupted.  

         

      

   


   
      
         
            
               SCENE ONE

            

         

         At a Pride march. A and B have just bumped into each other. Coffee has been spilt, mainly down A.

         
            B   Fuck.

            A   It’s fine.

            B   I’m so / sorry –

            A   Shouldn’t drink Starbucks anyway.

            B   No.

            A   Those lids wash up on the coast of Brazil.

            B   Are you –

            A   And they don’t pay their taxes.

            B   Do you need a –

            A   And they can’t spell anyone’s names.

            B   Here hold this. I might have a –

            
               B gives A the cup and looks for a tissue.

            

            A   There’s an independent place across the road.

            B   That place smells weird.

            A   It’s just Greek.

            B   Here.

            
               B hands A a tissue.

            

            A   Thanks.

            B   Sorry. Shouldn’t walk along on my phone.

            A   No.

            B   I wasn’t concentrating –

            A   It’s fine.

            B   Then I looked up and was like, it’s you.

            A   Me?

            B   It’s been what? Ten years?

            More probably.

            A   Probably.

            B   How are your parents?

            A   OK.

            Yours?

            B   Divorced. When I was twenty. Pretty sure they were just waiting for us to leave home.

            A   Sorry to hear that.

            
               A starts examining the Starbucks cup.

            

            B   Don’t be, they’re loving life. Mum’s got a time-share in Spain. Dad’s started wearing a necklace.

            
               This is so weird.

               After you moved I tried to –

               Sorry, what are you doing?

            

            A   What?

            Nothing. Just / looking at –

            B   Are you trying to check my name?

            A   No.

            B   You don’t remember my name / do you?

            A   Of course I / remember –

            B   We lived opposite each other for what?

            A   Like –

            B   A decade?

            
               I’m Ally’s mate.

               We used to hang out?

               On the allotments?

            

            A   The allotments.

            B   Yeh.

            A   Oh.

            B   Yeh.

            A   Fuck.

            B   So?

            What’s my name?

            A   Um. It’s

            
               
                  Uh

                  It’s

               

            

            
               
                  E

                  El?

               

            

            B   That says extra hot.

            A   …

            B   And below that there’s a smiley face.

            A   Corporate bullshit.

            B   At least it’s corporate bullshit with a smile.

            A   Sorry.

            B   It’s fine. Been a while.

            We’ve got spare shirts in my office if you / want to –

            A   You’re in the office on a Saturday?

            B   Yeh.

            A   Where do you work?

            B   That building right there.

 

            A   The one that looks like a fly fucked a prison?

            B   Yeh.

            Wow it really does.

            A   So you’re in –

            Business?

            B   Branding. I do rebranding for companies that –

            Whatever it’s boring.

            A   No it’s not.

            B   You’re right I don’t think the job is boring. I think I’m boring.

            They have a chef and you can bring your dog to work / so –

            A   You’ve got a dog?

            B   No.

            
               I’ve always wanted one but –

               Committing to an actual dog, with a face, looking up at me. It’s too scary.

            

            A   Yeh dogs without faces are much more reassuring.

            B   I just. Came straight out of uni, got this job.

            Don’t know who I’d be without it.

            A   Do you enjoy it?

            B   Um

            
               Shit that’s weird. I have no idea.

            

            A   Anyway, I should probably get back.

            B   Yeh. Course.

            A   Just nipped off for a piss.

            B   Where from?

            A   The march.

            B   Oh. What is that? Environmental stuff or –

            A   The march?

            B   Yeh.

            A   What is it?

            B   …

            A   It’s Pride.

            B   Oh.

            A   Are you joking? You didn’t know it was Pride?

            There’s gay people, everywhere.

            B   It is Soho.

            A   What did you think that guy was doing? Going for a walk?

            B   He’s got a leash.

            A   Right.

            B   Guess I’m not really big on the whole –

 

            Marching thing.

            A   Why don’t you join? I can spare a flag.

            B   I should really.

 

            You’re welcome to come up and change.

            A   It’s fine. Don’t mind a bit of mess.

            I’ll just take my top off.

            B   On second thoughts where can I join?

            A   …

 

            B   Sorry. I need to get better at –

            Talking.

            You do look

 

            Do you, work out, or?

            A   I’m a carpenter so / that keeps you in shape.

            B   A carpenter

            Wow. That’s so hip.

            
               
                  And medieval.

               

            

            A   Well –

            B   Sorry / I didn’t mean that to sound –

            A   It’s not supposed to be hip / it’s just a passion I guess.

            B   Sorry, you go –

            A   My dad taught me to whittle when I was a kid.

            
               A hands B a business card.

            

            
               
                  All my stuff is recycled. Made to measure. These cards used to be coffee cups.

               

            

            B   ‘Chrysalis Carpentry’.

            A   If you ever need any office furniture.

            B   I think we just bulk buy Ikea.

            A   Well. Nice seeing you. Good luck with / the whole –

            B   Can we just talk a bit longer?

            
               Sorry.

               Been staring at a screen all day.

               I work most weekends.

               Then I go to the gym.

               But my gym’s next door to KFC and I think I’m addicted to Zinger burgers.

               And I have this weird thing where when I’m drunk

               I order stuff off Amazon and then three days later

               I get a package and it’s like –

               A book on space?

            

            A   They don’t pay their taxes either.

            B   In space?

            A   Amazon.

            B   Yesterday I tried to walk down an up escalator because I was playing Minesweeper on my phone. I’m that person.

            A   Minesweeper? Wow.

            B   I’ve forgotten my password for the app store.

            A   …

            B   I don’t know why I’m telling you all this.

            
               I just came out of a long relationship so –

               Think I’m just having an identity crisis.

            

            
               *

            

            A   Oh, I’m sorry.

            Was it serious?

            B   Nine years.

            A   Fuck.

            B   By the end it felt more like a life sentence. Just with less sex in the shower.

            A   Funny.

            B   Thought of it in the shower yesterday, just waiting to try it out.

            A   Yeh, you need to get out more.

            B   I would love to.

            
               With you.

               I mean. Go for a drink. Or a coffee. Proper coffee.

               Somewhere in Hackney with –

               A book exchange. And oat milk.

            

            A   OK.

            B   I’ve only got my work phone on me but –

            Are you on Facebook?

            A   No.

            I guess it’s now or never.

            
               A holds out a rainbow flag.

            

            
               
                  Go on, take it.

                  I’ve got whistles and face-paint too.

               

            

         

         
            *
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